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The Dunne family in Fort Payne tells their story about 

dealing with COVID-19. Pictured is Times-Journal 

Publisher Tricia Clinton-Dunne, her husband, Patrick 

Dunne and their two children.
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Major Ron Latimer, who has 
served almost 28 years in the 
Scottsboro Police Department, 
will be appointed interim 
police chief Monday, June 1. 
Latimer’s appointment comes 
aft er the retirement of Police 

Chief Ralph Dawe, who served 
more than 30 years in the 
department and 14 as chief.

City offi  cials are expected 
to go through the formal 
application and interview 
process and appoint a new 
police chief by November, 
according to Scottsboro 
City Council President 

Patrick Stewart.
Latimer, who grew 

up wanting to be in law 
enforcement and the son of 
a police offi  cer, joined the 
Scottsboro Police Department 
in October 1992. He spent 
10 months as a police offi  cer 
before being promoted to 
the detective division.

In June 2007, Latimer was 
promoted to major aft er Dawe 
was named police chief.

Latimer has a B.A. in 
Criminal Justice from the 
University of Alabama, is a 
graduate of the FBI National 
Academy and is a member 
of the Alabama Association 
of Chiefs of Police.

Latimer to be appointed interim police chief

Th e Jackson County Commission 
approved a resolution at its meeting 
Monday aft ernoon to advocate for 
the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce to maintain pistol 
permits. 

At the May 18 Jackson County 
Commission work session, Chief 
Deputy Rocky Harnen discussed a letter 
he draft ed in support of the county 
maintaining pistol permits. 

Commission approves 
resolution to keep pistol 
permits in the county

Jackson County Probate Judge Victor 
Manning and Revenue Commissioner 
Jeff  Arnold attended the Jackson County 
Commission meeting Monday aft ernoon 
to defend their employees aft er a 
statement was made regarding their work 
schedule at last week’s meeting.  

A comment was made last week 
about employees from the Probate 
Offi  ce and Revenue Commissioner’s 
offi  ce working only 30 hours per week 
and getting paid for a full 80-hour work 
week. Manning said the comment was 
a misunderstanding. His employees did 
work a split shift , and Manning said that 
was due to CDC recommendations. 

Probate Judge, 
Revenue Commissioner 
defend employees

My husband, Patrick, 
and I were diagnosed 
with COVID-19 aft er 
Patrick had extremely 
high blood pressure and 
chest pains like he was 
having a heart attack. 
Patrick is 35 years old 
with no underlying health 
issues that we know of. 
He never ran a fever, so 
we did not think it was 
the coronavirus. 

He went to CRNP 
Deann Cobble, our family 
physician at Encore 
Medical Spa, and she 
and Dr. Monique Sherrill 
suggested he be tested 
for COVID-19 since his 
white blood cells were 
low. Our whole family 
immediately got tested, 
and two days later, we 
found out Patrick and I 
had COVID-19. Th is is 
our story and what we 
went through. 

I want to start with 
this: Everyone thinks it 
won’t happen to them. 
But stop right now and 
think, what if it did 
happen to you, your 

spouse, your kids, your 
parents or grandparents? 
Where would you 
quarantine? Who would 
take care of you? Who 
have you been around? 
Where have you been? 
What if I gave it to 
everyone in town because 
I’ve been all over and 
refused to wear a mask 
because “masks infringe 
on my rights.” Stop and 
know, at any time, anyone 
of you could get it, and 
the precautions you’re 
taking or not taking will 
aff ect everyone around 
you. If you’re feeling at 
all not like yourself, go 
get tested. We never ran 
fevers. Don’t just say it’s 
allergies or something 
else, get tested. 

I have taken this more 
seriously than anyone 
I know. We ordered 
masks, gloves and hand 
sanitizer in January when 
it � rst hit China. It wasn’t 
a matter of if, it was a 
matter of when it would 
get here. 

I stayed on my 
employees, my family, my 
friends, elected offi  cials 
and everyone I came in 

contact with to take it 
seriously, and I am the 
one who got it. 

When CRNP Deann 
Cobble called and said 
Patrick’s white blood 
count was low and 
they were testing him 
for COVID, I lost it. I 
thought I had prepared 
myself for this moment, 
but I wasn’t emotionally 
prepared at all. Deann 
said you and the girls 
need to get tested so I 

got the girls and drove to 
Encore Medical trying 
to keep it all together. 
I had to explain to my 
daughter, Georgia, what 
was happening and 
luckily, my 9-year-old is 
smarter and more mature 
than most adults. I had 
no symptoms. I had been 
really tired and a little 
dry throat, but I thought 
it was allergies. So I 
thought I didn’t have it. 

A FAMILY DEALS
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