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Let us walk you through!
Purchasing a home is one of the biggest decisions you will make in 

your life so be sure to choose a loan officer who has your best interest at 
heart. The PIB Mortgage Department is here to answer any questions 

you have and guide you through this fun and exciting time!
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COMING SOON
The October issue of Jackson Monthly

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
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Tommy Upton, dressed in pink, paid a Friday morning visit to Sheriff  Chuck Phillips as part of his walk to bring 

awareness to Breast Cancer. Also pictured is deputy Tom Miotke.

DRESSED IN PINK

On Friday morning, Jackson County Sheriff  
Chuck Phillips sat behind his desk, talking to Chief 
Deputy Rocky Harnen, when he was blindsided by 
a surprise.

In walked Tommy Upton, in his annual trek 
around the square dressed as only Upton can dress, 
in pink from head to toe.

Upton made his way to Phillips, squeezing him 
tight. 

Tommy Upton is a big man with a big heart, 
people say. Before he got to Phillips, he took part 
in the weekly drug court session on the courthouse 
square. It was likely before the day was over that he 
would probably go upstairs and visit district court, 
as he has done in prior years.

Upton does it to bring awareness to Breast 
Cancer Month. Th e idea came to him a few years 
ago aft er he read a story about a New York man 
doing everything he could to make his wife, who 
was dying of breast cancer, laugh. 

Th ere was also the time Upton was visiting his 
father in the hospital. He decided to take a walk.

“I wound up at the cancer unit,” said Upton. “I 
heard people screaming. Later, I saw a little boy 
pedaling a tricycle and found out from his mother 
he had lung cancer. I felt so awful. Cancer is just an 
awful disease.”

So, each October, Upton tries to bring smiles to 
people’s faces. Th is year, he is honoring his mother-
in-law, Billie Sue Adams, a breast cancer survivor.

He and his wife, Trina, will continue for the next 
few days, walking the courthouse and around town.

Upton, a former police offi  cer, who later worked 
and retired from TVA, just wants to make people 
happy.

“I just have a passion for people,” he said. “I’ve 
got a big heart and just love everybody. I hope they 
love me.”

Tommy Upton shows up each 

October to bring smiles to 

people and bring awareness
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City school board 
discusses district 
COVID-19 performance, 
policy changes

On Th ursday, the Scottsboro Board of 
Education discussed alterations to the school 
systems bullying policy and the system’s 
COVID-19 performance.

Currently, there are two students who have 
tested positive for the Coronavirus, and there 
are 124 students across the district that are in 
quarantine for either positive tests or exposure 
to the Coronavirus.

A student on Scottsboro Junior High School’s 
Football Team recently tested positive for 
COVID-19 which resulted in the cancellation 
of team’s practice schedule for Th ursday and 
Friday. Reyes assured Board members that the 
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A young Rupert Proctor with the road engineer 

during the building of Cumberland Mountain 

Road in 1933.

Th e fall meeting of the Jackson County 
Historical Association (JCHA) will be held on 
Sunday, Nov. 1, at 1 p.m., at the home of Dr. 
and Mrs. Mark Reece at 18 County Road 553, 
Tupelo, west of the Pikeville community.

Th e focus of the meeting will be the 
unveiling of a historic marker commemorating 
the construction and importance of the 
Cumberland Mountain Road, dedicated exactly 
87 years before on Nov. 1, 1933.

JCHA meeting to 
celebrate Cumberland 
Mountain Road
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Sports Extra PAGE 1B ›› Find out how local teams 
fared in Week 8 of the high school football season

Sports Extra PAGE 3B ›› Pisgah volleyball program 
wins its fi rst area tournament championship


