
Fred Th omas, 
a Jackson County 
Sports Hall of Famer, 
who almost got a 
scholarship to play 
basketball for legendary 
coach 
Adolph 
Rupp 
and the 
University 
of 
Kentucky, 
died on 
Saturday, 
Jan. 9. He was 90.

In 1948, Rupp 
made a visit to Jackson 
County High School to 
see Th omas, who had 
just completed his high 
school senior basketball 
season. 
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As his wife, Anna, holds the Bible, Brent Benson is sworn in as the new Circuit Judge by retired Judge 

Jenifer Holt Friday afternoon.
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Fred Thomas

Let us walk you through!
Purchasing a home is one of the biggest decisions you will make in 

your life so be sure to choose a loan officer who has your best interest at 
heart. The PIB Mortgage Department is here to answer any questions 

you have and guide you through this fun and exciting time!
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Two weeks ago, Jackson Tales 
told you about the old Sulphur well 
buried at the northeast corner of the 
square, which Stanley Jones in 1987 
called “a fountain of youth and a 
cure for all infi rmities and old age.”

Lawrence Brown, writing for the 
Progressive Age June 23,1898 in an 
article titled “Grasp the Chance,” 
wrote: “What place can surpass this 
region for its mineral waters? ….In 
the heart of the village, the wellman’s 
drill discovered a priceless treasure 
and brought it to the surface. A 
Sulphur well 76 feet deep cannot 
be matched from Dan to Bersheba, 
and that settles it as a rarity and 
a wonder and nearly a miracle. 
Th at this white Sulphur water is 
wholesome and uninjurions as drink 
has been too clearly proved to admit 
any denial. Even the doctors admit 
that, and the habitual users have a 
ruddy face and a buoyant step to 

prove it, and some of those had 
thought they never could be rid of 
their chronic troubles”.

Stanley Jones, born in 1922, 
could attest to the popularity of the 
foul-smelling drink. “Some even 
preferred the Sulphur ‘medicine’ to 
a prescription from Presley’s (later 
Hodges) Drug Store,” he continued. 

The Sulphur Well on the 
Courthouse Square: Part 2
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Scottsboro police 
released additional 
information regarding 
a shooting at a local 
business Monday 
evening.

Capt. Erik Dohring 
confi rmed the shooting 
took place at Zaxby’s 
Restaurant, located on 
John T. Reid Parkway. 
Dohring said a Zaxby’s 
manager was shot 
outside the restaurant 
by a former Zaxby’s 
employee, identifi ed as 
Randy William Atchley, 
31 of Scottsboro.

Th e victim was 
transported to 
Huntsville Hospital 
and remains in critical 
condition, according to 
Dohring.

Suspect 
identifi ed 
in Zaxby’s 
shooting

Scottsboro 
receives $1.4 
million for 
road project

Thomas, one 
of county’s 
greatest 
high school 
basketball 
players, dies

Th e Secretary of 
the Air Force, Barbara 
Barrett, announced 
on Jan. 13, that the 
Space Force has chosen 
Redstone Arsenal as the 
preferred location for 
U.S. Space Command. 
Th e installation will 
potentially employ up 
to 1,600 personnel and 
bring improvements 
to the surrounding 
counties.

U.S. Space 
Command 
coming to 
Huntsville

Sports PAGE 2B ›› The Scottsboro wrestling team 
sweeps Buckhorn, St. John Paul II

Sports PAGE 1B ›› Don Jacobs stepping down as 
Scottsboro head football coach

Th e city of Scottsboro 
was awarded a $1.4 
million grant from the 
State of Alabama to pay 
for improvements to 
US72 and County Park 
Road. Th e grant, called 
an ATRIP-II grant is 
part of the Rebuild 
Alabama Act and will 
be used to complete 
safety upgrades to the 
intersection of the two 
roads.


