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VALENTINE'S DAY

Business PAGE 7A ›› Kudzu Cafe, located in Scottsboro 
on the Courthouse Square, has a little bit of everything.
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Shawna Haynes, owner of Shawna’s Flowers and Gifts 

in Section, prepares roses on Valentine’s Day Friday. 

Haynes said she had been working through the night 

getting ready for her busiest day of the year.
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Kenneth Blizzard helping during Valentine's Day at  

Wood's Cove Florist in Scottsboro. 

OPINION

Share your side.

YOUR VIEW. OUR VIEW. ANOTHER VIEW.
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Scottsboro Police Chief Ralph 
Dawe said on Friday morning he 
plans to retire in the next few months.

“I will be retiring this summer, 
on or before June 1,” said Dawe.

Aft er retiring, Dawe said he plans 
to seek election to the Scottsboro 
City Council, Place 1 in August.

“With your support, I will be 
excited to start a new chapter in 
my public service career and to 
continue to serve all the citizens 
of Scottsboro,” said Dawe.

A third generation law 
enforcement offi  cer, following 
in the footsteps of his father and 
grandfather, Dawe made his way 
from Hawaii, where he was born, 
to Scottsboro in 1988. A year later, 
in 1989, he began his career at 
Scottsboro Police Department.

Dawe rose in the ranks 
through the years before being 
named police chief in 2006.

“I’ve been a police offi  cer in this 
city since 1989 and will retire with 
31 years of service,” said Dawe. 
“I have been working in police 

administration 
in Scottsboro for 
the past 21 years 
and have extensive 
experience in 
training and 
leadership, 
employment 
management, 
budgets, 
policies and 
federal and state laws.”

Dawe said, with the support 
of citizens, past and present city 
leaders and his command staff , 

improvements to the police 
department and its services have 
been made considerably.

Dawe said he doesn’t plan 
to sit during retirement.

“I intend to continue to off er 
my service to the people in the 
capacity of a Scottsboro City 
Council member,” said Dawe. 
“I am very well versed of all city 
operations, its fi nances and would 
like to use my ideas to continue 
to improve city operations and 
services to all our citizens.”

Tommy Hanes

A two-vehicle wreck Wednesday claimed 
the life of a South Pittsburg, Tennessee woman.

Alabama State Troopers said Sandra Dee 
Richardson, 58, was a passenger in a 2015 
Honda Accord, driven by Melissa Carol 
Merritt, 64 of Jasper, Tennessee.

Troopers said Merritt’s vehicle was traveling 
east in the westbound lane of U.S. 72 and 
collided head-on with a 2015 Honda Accord.

Richardson was pronounced dead at the 
scene. Both drivers were transported to the 
hospital for their injuries.

State troopers said the wreck occurred three 
miles west of Scottsboro.

State troopers continue to investigate the 
accident.

Dawe set to retire, plans to run for city council

Ralph Dawe

February turning out to be one of wettest in history

On Friday, despite a coolness 
in the air, the sun shined bright. It 
was a far cry from recent days as 
this February is turning into one 
of the wettest ones on record.

As of Friday morning, WWIC 
owner Greg Bell, the city’s 
weather historian, said Scottsboro 
has received 10.81 inches of rain 

this month. At the moment, 
February 2020 is the seventh 
wettest February recorded. Th e 
record is 13.5 inches in 1939.

A year ago, February 2019 
recorded 12.8 inches of rain, the 
second largest rainfall recorded. 
February 2020 does have one 
record, according to Bell.

Bell said on Feb. 5, the city 
recorded 4.02 inches of rain, a 

record for the month of February. 
“It broke the previous record 

of four inches set on Feb. 23, 1962 
and Feb. 11, 1994,” said Bell.

Th e good news for today is the 
fi rst Saturday without any rain 
this year. 

However, more rain is on the 
way aft er the weekend.

Wreck claims life 
of South Pittsburg, 
Tennessee woman

Hanes introduces 
Second Amendment 
Preservation Act

State Rep. Tommy Hanes 
(R-Bryant) has pre-fi led a 
bill in the Alabama House 
of Representatives that 
would nullify any federal 
act that unconstitutionally 
infringes upon the right to 
keep and bear arms.

Sports PAGE 12 ›› The Skyline boys basketball falls to 
Spring Garden in the Northeast Regional semifi nals.


