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girls soccer team to a win over Crossville

God lives
  in us.

The history of the Jackson County Jail
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BY DAVID AND ANNETTE BRADFORD

As long as lawyers, lawbreakers, and 
terms of court have existed in nascent 
Jackson County, there had to be place 
for the persons who passed through this 
process to reside, and that place was the 
Jackson County Jail. Th is county has 
had at least six locations used as county 
jails.

According to the 1974 TVA report on 
Old Bellefonte prior to disturbing the 

area to build the nuclear power plant, 
the fi rst county jail was in Bellefonte. 
When Bellefonte was established as 
the county seat in 1823, George G. 
Higgins and Stephen Carter paid James 
Riley for his 640 acres. Th ey sold lots 
in Bellefonte and retained enough land 
to build a courthouse and jail in the 
southwest corner of section 17, T4S R5E 
where land was set aside on August 25, 
1828. Th e jail is referenced in 1839 and 
1844 reports. 

Th e 1850 census shows that 
Bellefonte had two sheriff s and one 
jailor. Th e census confi rmed that the 
practice was already established of 
having the jailor and his family living 
in the jail. When the TVA conducted its 
survey in 1974, the rubble of the old jail 
could still be found, a jumble of bricks 
under an old cabin about twenty feet 
north of the Bellefonte Road. With the 
logging operation now on that site, all 

Two people were found 
dead early Wednesday 
morning in what authorities 
are calling an apparent 
murder-suicide.

Capt. Erik Dohring, 
of the Scottsboro Police 

Department, said offi  cers 
responded to a call in 
reference to a suspicious 
vehicle stopped in the 
roadway at Maple Street and 
North Houston Street at 
6:15 a.m. Wednesday.

“Offi  cers arrived on scene 
and discovered that both 
occupants of the vehicle 

appeared to have suff ered 
fatal gunshot wounds 
and were deceased,” said 
Dohring.

Dohring said the female 
victim, identifi ed as Amber 
Michelle Coff man, 35 
of Hollywood, was eight 
months pregnant and 
transported to Highlands 

Medical Center in an 
attempt to rescue the 
unborn child.

“Th rough the actions 
of fi rst responders and 
medical staff  at Highlands, 
the child was born and then 
transported to Huntsville 
Hospital for further care,” 
said Dohring. 

Th e other person 
identifi ed as the suspect was 
Owen Deanglo Williamson, 
33 of Hollywood.

“Preliminary 
investigation indicates that 
this is a murder-suicide,” 
said Dohring. “Th e motive 
is unknown, and this is an 
ongoing investigation.”

Woman, man found dead in apparent murder-suicide

Despite media reports linking 
proposed gambling legislation to 
an agreement to allow the Poarch 
Band of Creek Indians to build 
a new casino in either DeKalb 
or Jackson counties, Dist. 8 State 
Sen. Steve Livingston assured 
constituents he will study the bill 
and follow any amendments to it 
carefully. 

Livingston, who represents 
Jackson, DeKalb and Madison 
counties, sits on the Alabama 
Senate Tourism Committee, which 
gave a favorable report Wednesday 
to Senate Bill 214. Th is proposed 

Th e debate over agreeing to a 
measure presented by the Jackson 
County Board of Education to 
extend a 2014 agreement that has 
the Jackson County Commission 
supplying their 2% of sales tax to 
the county’s two school systems 
continued Th ursday.

Th e measure was presented 
to the commission during their 
Monday, Feb. 8 meeting.

Dr. Kevin Dukes, the 
superintendent of the Jackson 
County School system, had 
requested the agreement, which 
currently extends from 2039 to 
2051. Dukes was not present at the 
meeting on Th ursday.

Currently, of the 2% sales tax 
collected in Jackson county 33% of 
this revenue is given to Scottsboro 
City Schools and 77% of the 
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stockings and house gown
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Jackson County 
a potential site 
for Poarch Creek 
Indian casino

Commission 
continues to 
debate BOE bond 
and sales tax issues

Bill under consideration 

would put gaming 

expansion to a statewide 

referendum in 2022


