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Education PAGE 9 ›› Although they are not in the 
classroom, students are still learning.  

Sports PAGE 1B ›› Scottsboro players selected to 
the Class 4A-5A girls, boys All-Area 12 soccer teams.
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gas | page 3A

Th is week’s featured youth 
is an outstanding basketball 
player as well as an honor 
student.  JaVaris Branford is 
a junior at Scottsboro High 
School.

JaVaris is a member of 
the National Honor Society. 

JaVaris Branford
Scottsboro Junior High School
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Sentinel Correspondent
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Gas prices locally and across 
the country continue to 

drop, falling three cents per gallon 
in the past week.

According to GasBuddy price 
reports, gas prices in Alabama are 
26 cents per gallon lower than a 
month ago and stand 96.5 cents 
per gallon lower than a year ago.

Pump prices have consistently 
declined for nine weeks as 
Americans follow stay at home 
orders and crude prices remain 
low due to COVID-19.

“Unsurprisingly, for the ninth 
straight week average gas prices 
have fallen across every state in 
the country, with more downward 
potential likely, especially in 
today’s highest priced states,” 
said Patrick Da Haan, head of 
petroleum analysis at GasBuddy.

Da Haan said gas prices 
will likely remain subdued 
until meaningful demand for 
petroleum returns, and that 
may not be for weeks or perhaps 
longer. Da Haan said lower gas 
prices could remain well into the 
summer.

Still     

Historical gasoline 
prices in Alabama

April 27, 2011: 
$3.69/g 

April 27, 2012: 
$3.68/g 

April 27, 2013: 
$3.26/g 

April 27, 2014: 
$3.57/g 

April 27, 2015: 
$2.30/g 

April 27, 2016: 
$1.96/g 

April 27, 2017: 
$2.16/g 

April 27, 2018: 
$2.55/g

April 27, 2019: 
$2.50/g 

April 27, 2020: 
$1.57/g

Gas 
prices 

continue 
drop during 
pandemic

As the state’s stay-at-home order 
expires Th ursday, Gov. Kay Ivey said 
on Tuesday that a safer-at-home 
order will replace it.

Th e stay-at-home order will expire 
Th ursday at 5 p.m. when the state will 
transition to a safer-at-home order. 
Th e new order will last until May 
15 and will allow some businesses 
to reopen but maintain existing 
restrictions on others, including 
restaurants and hair salons.

In a press conference in 
Montgomery, Ivey thanked 

Alabamians for having patience the 
past six weeks and doing the right 
things to protect others.

“Th e threat of this is not over,” 
she said. “We’re still seeing the virus 
spread, and all of our people are 
susceptible to the infection. We must 
continue to be diligent.”

Under the new order, individuals 
will be encouraged to stay home and 

follow good sanitation practices. 
Retail stores will be allowed to 
open, provided they limit customers 
to 50% capacity, maintain social 
distancing and follow proper sanitary 
procedures.

Medical providers will also 
be allowed to perform elective 
procedures and state beaches will 

Safer-at-home order in effect April 30
Will replace current 

stay-at-home order

Motorists traveling to and from Section 
and Scottsboro, on Sand Mountain, 
can expect wait times at least through 
May. On most days, motorists have a 
wait time of 20-30 minutes or longer.

Seth Burkett, public information 
director for the North Region of the 
Alabama Department of Transportation, 
said hopefully the project will be 
complete in earl to mid-summer. 
Burkett said workers are still working 
on milling and patching the roadway.

“Th ere is a lot of work remaining, 
including paving binder and wearing 
layers and the open-graded friction 
course surface, which reduces spray 
and hydroplaning on the mountainside 
in wet conditions,” said Burkett.

Wiregrass Contracting began 
working on the $2.6 million resurfacing 
project last week. Works takes place 
from about 6 a.m. until 7 p.m. daily. 

During work hours, traffi  c 
is being directed through the 
work zone by a pilot car.

Highway 35 
resurfacing 
project continues


