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Let us walk you through!
Purchasing a home is one of the biggest decisions you will make in 

your life so be sure to choose a loan officer who has your best interest at 
heart. The PIB Mortgage Department is here to answer any questions 

you have and guide you through this fun and exciting time!
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Special drug 
court graduation 
set for this year

With all they’ve dealt with, 30 graduates 
of Jackson County Drug Court won’t let 
COVID-19 stop them. 

Circuit Judge John Graham, who has 
overseen the program since its inception 12 
years ago, said this year’s graduation will be 
even more special. Drug court graduation will 
be held Tuesday, Nov. 24, at 1 p.m., at the FNB 

Biggest class set to graduate Tuesday
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Adopt an Angel 
and help Highlands 
Health & Rehab

Highlands Health & Rehab is once again 
having its annual “Adopt an Angel” Christmas 
fundraiser.

“In the lobby of our facility we have a 
Christmas tree beautifully decorated with 
crocheted Angels,” said Mary Anne Blevins-
Newcom, director of activity services at 
Highlands Health & Rehab.

Th e “adoption” involves the purchase of 
an Angel from the Christmas tree at a cost 
of $10 each. Staff  and volunteers shop for 
individualized gift s for each resident with the 
money donated to the Angel Tree project.

Newcom said nursing home staff  collects a 
Christmas  wish list from each resident. Th en 
Santa’s shopping begins for gowns, pajamas, 
clothes, cologne, dolls, jewelry and more.
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It's not a gazebo, but a bandstand, at the Jackson County Courthouse.

THE CENTERPIECE
You see it every day if you work near downtown 

Scottsboro. Our prim, well-maintained bandstand 
sits empty most weekdays, unless 
someone is lounging on the steps 
drinking coff ee or eating ice cream. But 
in the next few weeks, Main Street will 
be out working, helping us remember 
that even in these tough COVID times, 
Christmas is a-coming. Santa Claus 
and the bandstand are always the 
centerpiece of Jingle Bell Square.

In the First Mondays of the last 
century, preachers stood on the steps 
of the bandstand, waving well-worn 
Bibles and calling down hellfi re and 
damnation. Pickers brought their 
homemade instruments from one of the mountains 
and formed impromptu bands from the available 
instruments. Last month at Scottsboro Trade Days, 

a live bluegrass band performed in the bandstand 
again, evoking memories of First Mondays past. 
Even as late as the mid 1970s when I fi rst arrived 
in the ‘Boro, First Mondays were special, and 

the centerpiece of most First 
Monday activity was and still is our 
bandstand.

Th e bandstand was the brainchild 
of Sheriff  D. O. Austin (1866-1938). 
According to the April 22,1915 
Scottsboro Citizen, “Sheriff  D. O. 
Austin is having a handsome and 
roomy bandstand erected on the 
court yard near the east end of the 
court house, which will be used by 
the Southern Ideal Band in giving 
concerts. Sheriff  Austin went down 
into his pocket and paid for the 

whole thing and tenders it to the band boys for their 
use at any and all times. Colonel Austin is being 

The story of Sheriff Dave Austin and the courthouse bandstand

BY ANNETTE BRADFORD

For the Sentinel

Tales | page 10A

Calvary Baptist Church to celebrate milestone
Calvary Baptist Church, in 

Scottsboro, will celebrate its 70th 
anniversary Sunday.

“We will have a celebration service 

in combination with Th anksgiving,” 
said Pastor Dr. Matt Helms. “We will 
have meals you can take home or eat 
here.”

Helms has returned to the church 
as its pastor aft er nearly 25 years. 

Helms previously served as the 
church’s pastor from 1989-1996.

“I’ve been back about three 
months,” said Helms. “I am happy 
to be back. It’s something I never 

Dr. Matt Helms 

returns as church's 

pastor after nearly 25 

years
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Sports PAGE 1B ›› The Scottsboro varsity girls basketball 
team extends its winning streak vs. rival North Jackson

Sports PAGE 1B ›› The Scottsboro varsity boys basketball 
team uses fast start to extend winning streak vs. Chiefs


