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BOBBY LEDBETTER’S
Come see us at 1015 Gault Avenue in Fort Payne or 

256-844-2210

TWIN CITY         USED CARS
give us a call at

Ready to build your dream home?
Are you contemplating building your dream home? Call us today at 

(256) 593-1885 and let us walk you through the process of obtaining a 
new construction loan and long term permanent financing. We offer free 

consultations and can’t wait to discuss your lending options with you!
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An early Friday morning fi re destroyed Hardee’s Restaurant, located on 

John T. Reid Parkway, in Scottsboro.
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Flames engulfed the restaurant as Scottsboro fi refi ghters battled the fi re. 

There were no injuries reported. 

BY DEWAYNE PATTERSON
dewayne.patterson@jcsentinel.com
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Gary Speers

A late night fi re Th ursday 
completely destroyed Hardee’s 
Restaurant, on John T. Reid Parkway, 
in Scottsboro.

Scottsboro Fire Deputy Chief Jon 
Lee said the fi re department received 
the call at approximately 12:15 a.m. 
Friday.

“We arrived on the scene to fi nd 
heavy smoke and fi re conditions,” 
said Lee. “It was fully involved shortly 
aft er. Because of the extent of the fi re, 
we were in defensive fi re operations.”

Lee said three fi re trucks and some 
off -duty fi refi ghters were called to 
help fi ght the blaze. He added there 
were no injuries.

“Th e cause of the fi re is still under 
investigation but does not appear to 
be intentional at the moment,” said 
Lee.

Th e Drain family, who owns a 
second Hardee’s in Scottsboro, on 
Broad Street, built the building in 
1986.

BURNED DOWN
Fire engulfs Hardee’s on John T. Reid Parkway early Friday morning

James and Cleata Reynolds, who 
started their careers in education 
in DeKalb County in 1950, have 
donated $631,495.00 to the Northeast 
Alabama Community College (NACC) 
Foundation. Th is generous donation 
establishes the James G. and Cleata 
D. Reynolds Memorial Scholarship 

for qualifying Northeast students 
pursing a degree in education. 

James was draft ed into World War 
II immediately aft er graduating from 
Gaylesville High School. He served 
in the German Th eater of War where 
he was awarded a Purple Heart aft er 
being wounded. Aft er the war he 
graduated from Auburn University, 
and he began teaching agricultural 

business at Sylvania School. 
Cleata graduated from DeKalb 

County High School in Fort Payne. 
She later graduated from Jacksonville 
State University and was hired as 
an elementary teacher at Sylvania 
School. Cleata and James were married 
in May of 1950 at Trinity United 
Methodist Church (Burnt Church).

James and Cleata Reynolds Estate provides gift to NACC Foundation

Sports PAGE 1B ›› Scottsboro rallies for overtime win 
over Madison Academy in Class 6A sub-regionals

Sports PAGE 1B ›› Skyline, Pisgah girls advance to 
Northeast Regional championship games

Standing just over 6 feet tall and 
riding in on a Harley Davidson 
motorcycle, Dr. Gary Speers oft en 
paints an imposing picture.

During his short time on the 
Scottsboro City 
Schools Board of 
Education, Speers 
has been a vocal 
member, but this 
is nothing new for 
the 64 year old — 
who’s birthday is 
next week. A pastor 
at Aspel United 
Methodist Church 
and retired educator, 
he is not a newcomer to public service.

While earning his Ed.D. Speers 
served on the Scottsboro City Council. 
He then went on to be the principal of 
Brownwood Elementary School during 
the last few years it was in operation.

During his tenure as principal, the 
school achieved three A ratings from 
the State Board of Education while 

A life of 
service

Speers is a pastor, 
educator and learner


