
By John Hatcher 
Associate professor of journalism 
University of Minnesota Duluth 

“All the resumes I get, there’s always a para-
graph in there about I can edit, I can video and 
I can edit video and I can post and I can blog 
and I can do all this stuff for your website and I 
always tell them don’t care, don’t care, don’t 
care. Can you write? Can you go out and ask 
hard questions? Can you get around someone 
who says no and go find someone in the next 
cubicle who will say yes? Can you do that, can 
you come back and can you write a sentence 
and good God, some of them can’t write a sen-
tence. There’s people graduating college that 
cannot write news. There’s people graduating 
college who can’t write.”

— Bob B. Trapp, managing editor,  
Rio Grande Sun,from the documentary,  

The Sun Never Sets 

As I began assembling my class syllabi for 
another fall semester, the words of Bob B. 
Trapp, the longtime editor of a feisty weekly 
newspaper in Española, New Mexico, came 
back to me. 
They were in stark contrast to the prevailing 
themes of this August’s Association for 
Education in Journalism and Mass Com-
munication convention in Washington, D.C. 
“Online collaboration,” “non-profit journal-
ism” and “programming” were the key-
words in the titles of too many panels and 
presentations to name.
Journalism programs have to adapt to a 
changing (changed) newsroom environment 
by completely transforming their curricu-
lum, said expert after expert. Teach back-
pack journalism. Turn your classes into 
online newsrooms. Teach students — and 
yourselves — how to be programmers and 

coders. 
But Trapp said these skills won’t help at his 
newspaper. What he needs, he said, are 
journalists who can ask tough questions, 
who can get information when sources 
won’t give it to them, and who can write 
good, clean journalism. And that’s getting 
hard to find.
Trapp and his father, the newspaper’s 
founder, Robert E. Trapp, were at AEJMC 
for the screening of The Sun Never Sets, a doc-
umentary about their newspaper. They were 
joined by the documentary’s director, Ben 
Daitz, in a session co-sponsored by the 
AEJMC Community Journalism Interest 
Group and the International Society of 
Weekly Newspaper Editors, a group the 
Trapps belong to.
As a former community journalist and a cur-
rent journalism professor, I was left feeling 
as if I had one foot on the dock and one foot 
on the ferry that is now pulling away.
I’m not a Luddite. In the past seven years, I 
have, in fact, transformed my classes. I 
teach backpack journalism. I work with my 
students to produce an online community 
news magazine called LakeVoiceNews.org 
(We even have T-shirts).
I drank the online media Kool-Aid years 
ago. 
To be honest, few of the students at my 
small journalism program find their way to 
the big daily newspapers where they’d put 
these online skills into practice. Most, if they 
are interested in newspapering, will get their 
start at a publication like the one run by the 
Trapps, where the new tools I have given 
them may very well stay in their backpacks.
The Trapps are not an anomaly in commu-
nity journalism. Two years ago, a colleague 
and I conducted a survey of journalists in 

Minnesota to ask 
them about how 
they moderate 
online comments 
on their websites. 
What we were not 
prepared for was 
the large number 
of community 
newspapers that 
simply don’t have 
websites on which 
to moderate com-
ments.
The temptation is to denigrate the editors 
and publishers of these mostly rural news-
papers as being behind. But what Trapp 
knows is that — at least for the moment — 
his community is part of a vast, rural digital 
divide. Very few of his readers have any 
kind of reliable online access. 
I threw this challenge at Tommy Thomason, 
a colleague at Texas Christian University 
who is also director of the Texas Center for 
Community Journalism. TCU’s journalism 
school is on the cutting edge in teaching 
innovative online journalism, but it also has 
an impressive outreach and training pro-
gram for the state’s small daily and weekly 
newspapers.
Thomason told me in an email that the 
newspaper industry is in transition with the 
majority of the nation’s newspapers (com-
munity newspapers) still trying to figure out 
how to monetize content on the web, still 
trying to learn the skills needed to do online 
journalism and, as with the Trapps, still 
operating in communities with limited 
Internet access. 
“So here’s the bottom line: We can’t forget, 
as we cross-train students, that one of the 
platforms they must be comfortable with is 
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September 20132

The International Society of Weekly Newspaper EditorsThe International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors

Newspapers have gone through many changes over the last century, 
and although most of us are no strangers to the ins and outs of what 
a newspaper is now, with different technologies and advancements 
on how it is produced, the bottom line is that our papers are still serv-
ing a need to our readers. 
American journalist John Seigenthaler, a prominent defender of Civil 
and First Amendment rights in the U.S., was working at the Freedom 
Forum in Washington, D.C. in 2006 when I had the privilege of 
attending the American Press Institute in Reston, Virginia, and visit 
the First Amendment Center. 
Seigenthaler spoke about his early years as a journalist, a 
bit about his connection to the 
Kennedys 

(he was an advisor and pallbearer for Robert Kennedy), and went on 
to found the First Amendment Center. Even Al Gore worked for 
Seigenthaler as a reporter, and it was Seigenthaler who suggested 
Gore go into politics and public life.
Seigenthaler took the essence of what we all do down to a simple 
point. 
What is it that we do, what do we actually provide to our readers? Are 
we just news and sports? Content? Entertainment? Information? 
We probably are all those things, but at the core, we sell ourselves. 
Our readers, especially in weekly and community papers, learn about 
us, they see who we are through editorials and stories we write. They 
probably hear about our own trials and tribulations from time to time 
in a personal column, our trouble with raising kids, our pets or how 
much you hate camping. We may also write hard hitting, smartly-
written editorials to start dialogue, and create change. 
Our readers get to know us, and hopefully trust us to provide them 
with not only news, sports, entertainment and information, but a 
piece of us as well.  

Kelly Clemmer can be contacted at kelly@starnews.ca.

We are our newspapers

By Kelly Clemmer 
Star News Inc., Wainwright, Alberta.

As a result of the editorial critique at the ISWNE conference 
in Green Bay, the Dodge County Pionier in Mayville, 
Wisconsin, launched an editorial page on Aug. 1.
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print,” Thomason wrote. “We have found 
that most community papers are hungry to 
expand their digital footprint and want to 
do more. They want more video on their 
website, and slideshows, and interactive 
graphics. They’d kill for someone who could 
code. But the beast that has to be fed right 
now, while they seek to expand their digital 
presence, is the printed community newspa-
per.”
So how should I adjust my class syllabi for 

the fall semester? My hope is that this 
doesn’t have to be an either or situation. 
I do not have to make a choice between 
teaching good public affairs journalism and 
how to produce journalism in a wired world.
I have to make sure that even as we experi-
ment with new ways of producing journal-
ism, we don’t lose touch with the fundamen-
tals that make newspapers like the Trapp’s 
such integral parts of their communities.
And maybe I can convince the Trapps and 
my students that they have something to 
learn from one another. Community jour-
nalists can teach students how to do good, 

honest reporting by building trusted rela-
tionships with the community they cover. 
And a new generation of journalism stu-
dents can help community journalists 
explore new ways of presenting these stories 
as they transition to the web.
Still, it’s a lot to fit in one backpack. 

John Hatcher can be contacted at  
jhatcher@d.umn.edu. To learn more about The 
Sun Never Sets or order a copy of the DVD visit 
http://www.newdealfilms.com/documentaries/
the-sun-never-sets.

Backpack journalism of no use to Trapps from page 1

Bob Trapp (right) makes a point while his father, Robert E. Trapp, looks on during a screening of The Sun 
Never Sets on Aug. 10 at the Newseum in Washington, D.C.



September 20134

The International Society of Weekly Newspaper EditorsThe International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors

Sleight takes control of Methodist Recorder
ISWNE member Moira Sleight — a former Greenslade Bursary 
recipient — and Colin Wells have become controlling shareholders 
of the Methodist Newspaper Co Ltd, publishers of the Methodist 
Recorder newspaper.
Based in London, the national, weekly newspaper primarily serves 
British Methodists, with some copies sold abroad.
The newspaper was founded in 1861 and the company is one of the 
oldest surviving companies in England and Wales.
Sleight has edited the Methodist Recorder since 1998 and, together 
with Wells, has been responsible for the business side of the compa-
ny for the last decade.
“We are delighted to have become publishers of such an established 
title and have lots of plans for the company’s future,” said Sleight 
said. 

Corrigan introduces Mary Beth Tinker
At this summer’s AEJMC annual convention in Washington, D.C., 
ISWNE member Don Corrigan was moderator for a panel on 
media law and student free expression. As a part of the session, 
Corrigan introduced Mary Beth Tinker of the 1969 Tinker Supreme 
Court Case.
“Most of us in journalism would like to go back to the Tinker stan-
dard for free expression in schools, which came with the Supreme 

Court’s 1969 decision,” Corrigan said. “That standard says that stu-
dents have free speech, as long as it does not violate media law 
restrictions or threatens to disturb the learning environment at 
schools.”
The case was initiated in 1965 by an Iowa school student named 
Mary Beth Tinker, who will initiate her cross-country “Tinker Bus 
Tour” in September and visit with up to 200 high schools to spread 
the word that the First Amendment does not end at the school 
house door.
Corrigan said this year marks a sad anniversary year for high 
school newspaper advisers and their students. Twenty-five years 
ago, the U.S. Supreme Court made its ruling in the Hazelwood case, 
a dramatic setback for student press rights. It essentially said 
administrators can censor the school paper if content makes them 
uncomfortable.  

Macleod Gazette editor win EdNews Award
The editor of The Macleod Gazette 
has won a provincial award for 
excellence in education cover-
age. Frank McTighe recently 
received the 2013 Alberta 
Teachers’ Association’s EdNews 
Award.
The ATA presents EdNews 
Awards every year to recognize 
the important role journalists 
and photographers play in rais-
ing awareness of education 
issues, activities and achieve-
ments.
McTighe won in the EdNews 
weekly newspaper journalism 
category.

One of the stories submitted by McTighe was about the Grade 12 
eagle feather ceremony for First Nations students at F.P. Walshe 
school.
“This story was told with a lot of emotion,” an EdNews Award judge 
said. “It gave insight into the significance of graduation as a begin-
ning for First Nations students.”
This is McTighe’s third EdNews Award. He also won in 2004 and 
2006.
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ISWNE is the only membership I’ve maintained
By Dave Mitchell 
Sparsely Sage and Timely blog 
July 29, 2013 

During the 27 years I edited and published The 
Point Reyes Light, I belonged to a variety of 
newspaper associations, among them: the San 
Francisco Press Club; the California 
Newspaper Publishers Association (CNPA); the 
National Newspaper Association (NNA); and 
the International Society of Weekly 
Newspaper Editors (ISWNE).
Since retiring at the end of 2005, however, the 
only membership I’ve maintained is in 
ISWNE. The society’s purpose, to quote our 
website, “is to help those involved in the week-
ly press to improve standards of editorial writ-
ing and news reporting and to encourage 
strong, independent editorial voices.”
Moreover, the society really is international 
notwithstanding its being based in the 
American heartland at Missouri Southern 
State University in Joplin. Three or four years 
ago, ISWNE listed the locations of its mem-
bers’ newspapers, and I was surprised to see 
there were more in Alberta than California.
ISWNE’s annual conferences are often held 
abroad: Calgary, Alberta, 1994; London, 
Edinburgh, Cardiff & Dublin, 1995; Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, 1999; Victoria, British Columbia, 
2000; Galway, Ireland, 2003; Edmonton & 
Fort McMurray, Alberta, 2005; Charlottetown, 
Prince Edward Island, 2009; Coventry, 
England, 2011. In 2016, the group will head to 
Australia.
Postings from this blog are occasionally repub-
lished in the ISWNE newsletter.
Whether they’re in the US or abroad, most 
ISWNE members edit community weeklies. 
One of the more active members, who hap-
pens to be particularly savvy about communi-
ty newspapers in the UK, is Jeremy Condliffe, 
who edits The Congleton Chronicle in Congleton, 
Cheshire, England. Perhaps these internation-
al editors merely have small-town common 
sense, but their comments in ISWNE’s publica-
tions and on its email hotline reflect a world of 
wisdom.
Why am I telling you all this? As a member of 
ISWNE, I receive its quarterly journal, 
Grassroots Editor, plus its monthly newsletter. I 
also read the bimonthly Columbia Journalism 
Review, which is published at Columbia 
University in New York City. The difference 
between New York’s and Joplin’s assessments 
of the state of newspapers is fascinating.
The July-August issue of CJR contains a review 
of The Wired City: Reimagining Journalism and 
Civic Life in the Post-Newspaper Age. The author, 

Dan Kennedy, an assistant professor of jour-
nalism at Northeastern University, apparently 
imagines a day when nonprofit websites will 
replace many newspapers.
Post-Newspaper Age? The impression that 
newspapers in general are fading away has 
gained credence mostly from being so oft 
repeated.
It’s true that several well-known newspapers 
such as The Honolulu Advertiser and The Rocky 
Mountain News have folded in the last few 
years. Several big city dailies such as the New 
Orleans Times-Picayune, the Detroit News, and 
the Detroit Free Press have cut back to three 
days a week. The Christian Science Monitor has 
had to drop its print edition and publish only 
online. We’ve all heard the story. It’s been dis-
cussed on CBS’s 60 Minutes.
In contrast, the spring issue of Grassroots Editor 
headlines a spot-check of far-flung weeklies, 
“Despite predictions of their pending demise, 
community newspapers are alive and well in: 
Montana, Bahamas, California, Ireland, 
Missouri, North Dakota, Atlantic Canada.”
In that issue, the editor of The Winters Express 
in Yolo County, Debra DeAngelo, commented 
on a conversation she’d had with CNPA’s 
director of affiliate relations, Joe Wirt.
“He explained that he’s visiting small 
Northern California newspapers to see what 
it’s really like in our world rather than assum-
ing that we’re all in a rush to ditch print publi-
cation for online formats and iPhone apps.
“Apparently, the good folks at CNPA noticed 
that, wait a minute — not every small paper is 
dying a slow, choking death. Many are surviv-
ing, just as they are, despite years of economic 
stagnation and the explosion of online tech-
nology….
“People still want to read the city council sto-
ries on paper rather than watch them on 
cable, likely because waiting a week for the 
story is less painful than sitting through a 
meeting.”
Steve Andrist, executive director of the North 
Dakota Newspaper Association, put it more 
bluntly: “Those people who say newspapers 
are dead or irrelevant or dinosaurs — they’re 
still reading newspapers.” Nor is optimism 
about the future of newspapers unique to sup-
posedly old-fashioned editors at county week-
lies.
Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO of 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. holding company, is 
similarly optimistic about the future of bigger 
newspapers. And Buffett has amassed a per-
sonal fortune of $54 billion by knowing when 
a good business is undervalued.

In the past 19 
months, 
Berkshire 
Hathaway has 
spent $344 mil-
lion acquiring 28 
daily newspapers. 
The company has 
stressed it doesn’t 
intend to “flip” 
(resell) any of 
these papers but 
instead plans to 
be their long-term 
owner.
It’s worth noting that Buffett does not interfere 
with his newspapers’ editorial policies. In a let-
ter to shareholders, he wrote, “I voted for 
Obama; of our 12 dailies that endorsed a 
presidential candidate, 10 opted for Romney.”
Buffett also told shareholders why newspapers 
can survive regardless of widespread lamenta-
tions about their future:
“Newspapers continue to reign supreme,” he 
wrote, “in the delivery of local news. If you 
want to know what’s going on in your town — 
whether the news is about the mayor or taxes 
or high school football — there is no substitute 
for a local newspaper that is doing its job.
“A reader’s eyes may glaze over after they take 
in a couple of paragraphs about Canadian 
tariffs or political developments in Pakistan; a 
story about the reader himself or his neigh-
bors will be read to the end. Wherever there is 
a pervasive sense of community, a paper that 
serves the special informational needs of that 
community will remain indispensable to a sig-
nificant portion of its residents.”
Buffett doesn’t dispute the need for daily 
papers to include national and international 
news but makes explicit that what sells news-
papers is good coverage of local news.
That’s just what the weekly press has been 
doing all along, informing readers about 
events in their own community. This, in turn, 
is why weekly newspapers aren’t about to die 
off.
As usual, Buffett knows what he’s talking 
about. The last I heard, there were fewer than 
5,000 households in West Marin; nonetheless, 
two competing weeklies, The Point Reyes Light 
and The West Marin Citizen, are able to survive 
here thanks to their both providing intense 
coverage of local news. 

Dave Mitchell can be contacted at  
davemi@horizoncable.com. His blog can be found 
at www.sparselysageandtimely.com/blog/.

Dave Mitchell

ISWNE is the only membership I’ve maintained
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By Jeremy Condliffe 
Editor 
Congleton Chronicle 
Congleton, Chesire, England 
Aug. 9, 2013 

Editor’s note: Jeremy Condliffe reports: “I had 
more comments over this column than any I’ve 
written!” 

Apologies for the personal nature of this col-
umn but I find myself in an unusual position 
this month, with one child turning 18 this 
week and another due to come into the world 
at the end of the month. When the latter 
turns 18, that’ll be a 36-year spread devoted 
to child rearing.
I suppose that when any child turns 18 (or 21, 
or marries), parents reflect on the years that 
have passed between the baby mewling and 
puking and the young adult moaning and 
puking, but I’m also looking forward.
The world has certainly changed in the last 
18 years. The Chronicle would just be going 
onto email in those days — we sent our first 
email to Bridge Translation, then ran across 
the road to check it had arrived. We got there 
before it did.
In those days, the choice for email provider 
was between companies such as Compuserve 
and Pipex. Our first email address was just a 
number.
The 18-year-old had an iPhone for his birth-
day, with which he can do things that would 
have seemed futuristic in 1995 — he can buy 
and download an entire album faster than it 
took our first email to cross Congleton High 
Street. He has multiple email addresses and 
uses wifi to connect. (The emails we sent in 
those days were in English, using full words, 
unlike the LOL-filled smiley-facing slang most 
people use today.)
My youngest child, on the other hand, said 
“iPad” almost before he said “Mummy.” At 
two, he knows how to work apps and access 
an iPhone photo album, knowing which 
images are photos and which videos. He gets 
frustrated at digital cameras, which are so 
impossibly old fashioned that you can’t swipe 
the photos.
His favourite games are interactive, so when 
you touch the screen something happens. 
(Don’t worry, he still loves being read Noddy.)

When the new baby is 18, the old 
Compuserve numeric email address will have 
probably morphed into a personal ID that 
covers phones, email, bank details and car 
tax. Tattoed inside your head.
Eighteen years ago that ancient operating 
system Windows 95 was released by Microsoft 
and the DVD optical disc storage media for-
mat was unveiled. All that stuff on DVD has 
occurred in the last 18 years. What media will 
be around in 18 years’ time? Something light 
based, using the interconnectedness of parti-
cles at the subatomic level perhaps?
When the 18-year-old was born, television (for 
him at least) was still on four channels, and 
kids’ programmes had to be hunted down. 
The arrival of Teletubbies on a Sunday morn-
ing was a minor miracle.
Now he has his own Netflix account, so he 
can watch practically any programme ever 
made, whenever he wants. The two-year-old 
watches DVDs, which went on sale the year 
his brother was born, but also clips from 
YouTube, copied using simple software and 
burned onto a rewritable DVD (or memory 
stick). What will entertainment be like in 
another 18 years?
As for the content: I dare say that 18 years 
ago, swearing on television was still frowned 
upon. Now most teenagers will have seen pro-
grammes like InBetweeners — hilarious but 
potty mouthed — or Game of Thrones, with its 
graphic sex and violence. (Or watched dread-
ful mind-numbing horror flicks like the Saw 
franchise.) Admittedly, programmes like 
Boardwalk Empire or The Wire are a million 
times better than programmes of old, despite 
being graphic.
When the 18-year-old was born, parents used 
to fret about the long-distant day when their 
precious angels learned to drive.
Now he’s old enough, he can’t afford to. Even 
if he could buy a car, the insurance is prohibi-
tive. A friend related this week how he tried to 
insure a van for a teenager in the belief that it 
would cheaper. The cost? About £20,000. The 
company clearly doesn’t want teenagers on its 
books.
Insurance aside, petrol in 1995 was about 
£2.50 or around 50-odd pence per litre. Today 
it’s more like 140 per litre, or over £6 a gallon. 
Getting a car used to be a rite of passage for 
many, now it’s almost an impossible luxury.

In 18 years’ time, 
what will it be like? 
Will computer-con-
trolled electric cars 
have reduced insur-
ance by making it 
safer to drive, with 
batteries bringing 
mileage costs down 
again?
Some things, of 
course, never 
change: we still have American lunatics (in 
1995, the Oklahoma bombing killed 168 peo-
ple); people are still trying to force peace talks 
in the Middle East and the US is no more 
friendly with Iran than it was. Bankers are 
still taking risks — 1995 saw the collapse of 
Barings Bank. I could go on.
One thing that won’t change — the mortgage 
depends on it — is news being delivered using 
ink on paper. The news that Amazon’s owner 
Jeff Bezos has bought the Washington Post 
shows that even the most committed on-line 
retailer can see that newsprint has a place in 
the modern world. 

Jeremy Condliffe can be contacted at  
Jerowork@aol.com.

Jeremy Condliffe

A	lot	of	changes	in	the	last	18	yearsA	lot	of	changes	in	the	last	18	years

Past ISWNE President Jeremy Condliffe and his wife, 
Catherine Mountford, welcomed daughter Libby 
(Liberty Rose) at 9:33a.m. on Aug. 31. Libby 
weighed in at 8 pounds and 14 ounces.
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John Wylie II

By John M. Wylie II 
Publisher and editor 
Oologah Lake Leader 
Oologah, Oklahoma 
Aug. 29, 2013 

Until now, political infighting pitting the city 
of Claremore against Rogers County and a 
Claremore police investigator against the 
District Attorney has been rough on the play-
ers but had little real impact on average citi-
zens.
That changed dramatically Monday when a 
grand jury petition was filed by six county res-
idents led by the Claremore investigator, John 
Singer, and Rogers County Sheriff Scott 
Walton.
The mere filing, which asks for the right to 
seek the 4,486 valid signatures of registered 
voters needed to convene a grand jury, calls 
the ability of the sheriff to file criminal charg-
es into question because he seeks ouster, crim-
inal charges or both against the DA and three 
top assistants.
All judges in the 12th Judicial District have 
disqualified themselves from even touching 
the petition because of the potential conflict 
of interest.
The petition also seeks criminal charges 
against two of the three county commission-
ers — at a time when budgets for all county 
agencies including the Sheriff’s office are still 
being considered.
And while Commission Chairman Kirt 
Thacker has made it clear that he wants 
peace, harmony and public officials whose 
first priority is serving the public, it is difficult 
to imagine how the sheriff’s budget will bene-

fit from his grand jury quest.
In fact, despite being longtime supporters of 
the sheriff, we have to ask: Has Scott Walton 
taken leave of his senses?
The other five petitioners are well-known foes 
of the District Attorney, her key assistants, 
and/or Commissioners Thacker and Mike 
Helm. None, however, are elected officials.
Sheriff Walton, however, has created the 
unseemly specter of an elected official who 
can’t wait for an election just 14 months 
away.
The whole mess raises numerous questions:
Is Walton acting as a private citizen or an 
elected official? His media appearances sug-
gest it is the latter.
Did Walton alert his deputies about what was 
coming?
Do Walton, Singer and the Claremore police 
sergeant who signed the petition plan to solic-
it signatures in uniform and wearing their 
side arms? Do they plan to recruit others to 
do the same? If so, that is a truly frightening 
thought for the citizens of this county.
Did Walton make arrangements for getting 
the cases they handle — from public intoxica-
tion to first degree murder — into court? We 
can find no precedent for this situation, but 
right now we’re not certain whether anyone 
in the DA’s office could file a case for the 
Sheriff, or whether any judge would accept it.
The petition not only targets the District 
Attorney, it targets her first assistant, her chief 
prosecutor, and her civil assistant whose job is 
advising county officials on non-criminal 
matters.
Were public funds used in preparing the 

grand jury petition? 
If so, that is certain-
ly a fair question for 
the commissioners 
and Excise Board to 
ask during budget 
proceedings. If 
Walton gets his 
grand jury, we think 
it will be a fair ques-
tion for that body, 
too.
Speaking of grand juries, does Walton under-
stand that once empanelled, the jurors are 
not limited to items in the petition? Grand 
juries have been known to turn on those who 
created them.
And does he understand that as a petitioner, 
he is liable under state law for any libelous or 
slanderous allegations it contains if an “ulteri-
or motive” is behind it? What we have now 
are allegations. Does he understand the risk 
he is taking if any evidence doesn’t prove per-
suasive to the grand jurors?
Walton’s action makes no sense, but we can’t 
see an exit strategy.
In politics and government, the judicious use 
of dynamite has its place.
But tossing a lighted stick in a keg full of the 
stuff and discovering there’s no place to run 
can have awfully bad consequences. 

Editor’s note: Anyone who would like to read the 
entire grand jury petition can do so on our web-
site: www.oologah.net 

John M. Wylie II can be contacted at  
lakeleader@sbcglobal.net.

A needless bloodbathA needless bloodbath
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Why do we do what we do?
By Cyndy Slovak-Barton 
Publisher 
Hays Free Press 
Kyle, Texas 
July 3, 2013 

That question is asked a lot of newspaper edi-
tors and reporters.
Why do you do that? Why did you cover that 
story? Why, why, why?
It’s not always easy to answer.
Newspapers are the watchdog. Newspapers 
keep the history of communities. Newspaper 
tell the stories.
Newspapers are also responsible for looking 
at governments and officials since many tax-
payers don’t have the time to look at every-
thing going on in their area.
In some cases, shining the spotlight on elected 
officials and other government employees is 
necessary.
Standard procedure is to check tax rolls, 
Continuing Education Unit certifications for 
elected officials, political financial reports and 
more. 
The Austin media recently found several Texas 
legislators with out-of-date car registrations 
and inspections, which are the very taxes 
used to fund much needed road and trans-
portation infrastructure improvements 
around the state.
Standard procedures — done all the time, to 
all elected officials. 
That’s how the story about Kyle Council 
Member Becky Selbera having unpaid proper-
ty tax bills broke. Our staff pulled tax records 
for every single member of both Kyle and 

Buda city councils, as well as the school 
board.
The county showed only one elected official 
with unpaid tax bills in this area of the coun-
ty.
While Selbera said she deeded the property to 
her father, the county itself had no record of 
the transaction. Selbera said she wrote the 
change on a piece of paper and gave it to her 
father, who dealt with the family estate. Her 
father subsequently died.
On another property, Selbera said her daugh-
ters own the land. Her divorce decree shows 
she is the sole land owner.
Tragedies happen and families face lots of tur-
moil during trying times. Things fall through 
the cracks.
But when this happens to elected officials, 
especially when the lawsuits date back in 
some cases for years, it makes the news. 
Despite claims by the Selbera family that the 
lawsuits are personal matters and should not 
be made public, taxable values and taxes 
paid are public information on all citizens. 
Because taxes are what give us the freedoms 
and amenities we have, it is important that 
the public know how taxes are collected and 
how they are spent. Taxing income helps gov-
ernments run the utility lines, pay for police 
and fire protection, pave roads, hire dog 
catchers, keep parks open and more. 
Everyone, especially elected officials, must 
pitch in for the general good.
While Selbera says that the properties in ques-
tion were in her parents’ names and in her 
daughters’ names, the county has no docu-
ments to support this supposition. She might 
have actually made the transfers, but they are 

not legal until filed 
with the county. 
This isn’t a “witch 
hunt.” There was no 
attempt to smear a 
single official. There 
was simply a rou-
tine check to find 
out if officials who 
are paid by the gov-
ernment actually 
paid their taxes to 
the government.
The story will continue. Not everyone likes it, 
especially the council member and her family. 
But the fact remains that a public official, 
who is held to higher standards and by city 
charter law cannot hold office while owing 
monies to Kyle, remains in arrears on her 
taxes.
Other stories about other elected officials will 
likely come up in the future. When Selbera 
gets her tax situation settled, we will report 
that story, too. 
But, until then, we will continue to delve into 
issues that residents don’t have time to investi-
gate.
That’s our job, and we take our job very seri-
ously, even when it deals with people we 
know or residents who would rather we not 
report on certain issues because it may be per-
ceived — especially by voters — as unfavor-
able.
That’s life in the public spotlight. That’s the 
cost of elective office. 

Cyndy Slovak-Barton can be contacted at  
csb@haysfreepress.com.

Cyndy Slovak-Barton 

Why do we do what we do?

See story opposite page
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Let your feelings be known
By Elliott Freireich 
Publisher 
West Valley View 
Avondale, Arizona 
July 16, 2013 

I lost my mother last week. 
So one would think this would be about how 
wonderful she was. While she was wonderful, 
this isn’t about that.
It is about how medical emergencies and 
death affect us. 
When we got the call from the hospital it 
sounded like a minor incident. But as we 
learned more, it was anything but minor. My 
mom suffered a stroke and the hospital want-
ed information regarding her medical and 
prescription history.
These were questions we didn’t have the 
answers to. And since it was after 5:30 p.m. 
on a Friday, no one was around who did 
know the answers. 
Suggestion number 1: Make sure someone 
has a list of your medications and medical 
history readily available. The more people 
who have this information, the better.
As it turned out, it wouldn’t have helped 
because my mom’s stroke was too severe. Not 
only did she never regain consciousness, but 
there was nothing medically that could have 

been done to save her.
After that first day, the doctors told us she 
wouldn’t survive and suggested it might be 
time to discontinue life support.
We were lucky that my mom had been vocal 
about her wishes if something like this were to 
happen. She was very clear in her discussions 
with her two children that she would not 
want to “live that way.” 
But once again this was now mid-day 
Saturday and we didn’t have any documenta-
tion to prove she had made her wishes 
known. Nor did we have any documentation 
that she had chosen someone to act on her 
behalf, to be her medical power-of-attorney.
Suggestion number 2: Talk about these issues 
now, before an emergency happens, regard-
less of your age. Decide what you want to 
happen if you have a medical emergency. Fill 
out the medical power-of-attorney forms. 
Then don’t just hide them in a lockbox or give 
them to your attorney. Make sure multiple 
members of your family have copies of these 
documents. 
My grandfather was a doctor, my aunt a 
nurse, her husband and daughter doctors 
and my nephew is studying to be a doctor. 
Maybe this is why my mom felt strongly 
about donating her body to save others.
Suggestion number 3: Donate your organs. 
Organ donation is a great way to make some-

thing good out of a 
bad situation. 
Arizona’s Lifecare 
Planning docu-
ments allow you to 
be specific about 
your wishes and 
desires for how to be 
treated in a medical 
emergency. They 
also spell out specif-
ic options available 
for organ donation.
Mom even left us directions about a funeral 
home. There is only one Jewish funeral home 
in the area and that’s where she wanted to 
go.
We were lucky. My mother had thought 
about what could happen and prepared for 
it. That didn’t stop the grieving but it did 
make the decision-making much easier. We 
knew what mom wanted; we didn’t have to 
try to guess.
Take the time to start a dialogue with your 
loved ones and let your feelings be known. A 
medical crisis is not the time to make crucial 
decisions. 

Elliott Freireich can be contacted at  
publisher@westvalleyview.com.

Let your feelings be known

Elliott Freireich

Kyle council members pay official’s six years of delinquent taxes
By Andy Sevilla 
Hays Free Press 
Kyle, Texas 
July 3, 2013 

Kyle Council Member Becky Selbera’s years of 
delinquent property taxes were settled Friday, 
after she paid the whole bill, with help from a 
peer on the dais, Hays County records show. 
The elected official’s full tax payment comes 
on the heels of a Hays Free Press investigation 
which revealed Selbera’s position on the city 
council was compromised and in peril due to 
monies owed to the city. 
Elected officials in Kyle may “not be delin-
quent on any indebtedness to the city,” the 
charter states, and “if any member of the 
council ceases to possess any of the qualifica-

tions of office… his/her office shall, upon such 
face being determined by the council, imme-
diately become vacant…” 
Selbera had not paid six years of property 
taxes on a .095-acre tract of land out of 
Abstract 220 of the Z Hinton survey, which 
she co-owned with her ex-husband, Jesse H. 
Perez, according to the property’s deed. A 
1995 divorce decree however, awarded owner-
ship of the property solely to Selbera. 
Despite the property’s deed on file at the 
Hays County Clerk’s office, Selbera said last 
week that she did not own the property, and 
therefore was not in conflict with the city 
charter’s requirements.
On June 28, however, Selbera’s $1,810.25 
property tax bill was paid in full — $1,400 in 
cash and $410.25 paid with Council Member 

David Wilson’s credit card, according to a tax 
assessor-collector official. 
In January, a district judge found Selbera and 
Perez responsible for the delinquent property 
taxes, after Hays County, representing itself, 
Kyle and other entities, sued the council mem-
ber and her ex-husband last year. 
Selbera’s tax troubles, however, run deeper. In 
August 2012, Hays County, representing itself, 
Kyle and other entities, sued the council mem-
ber and her six siblings over delinquent prop-
erty taxes on two Kyle properties they have 
own collectively since 1998. 
Tax records showed Monday that Selbera and 
her siblings owe $3,370.40 on their property 
at 501 W. Thiele, and $757.25 on their prop-
erty at M E Moore, Block 1, Lot 2,3,4 and 5.

Kyle council members pay official’s six years of delinquent taxes
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By Don Nelson 
Publisher and editor 
Methow Valley News 
Twisp, Washington 
Aug. 21, 2013 

Out here in the communications boondocks, 
where broadband access is not a certainty 
and people still read printed products, we 
tend to watch developments in the newspaper 
industry with a combination of fascination, 
dread and appreciation for our distance from 
the major markets.
Digital devotees have already consigned us — 
meaning newspapers, usually, but magazines 
as well — to a quick and brutal demise. And a 
fair number of pundits, inside and outside the 
industry, think we deserve it — as though we 
need to be punished by technology to teach 
us some kind of lesson.
Those same observers typically lump all news-
papers together, so that every article you 
come across assigns the same sad fate to 
everything produced on newsprint. Just as 
typically, they ignore the differences between 
big-city newspapers and the thousands of 
small, intensely local weekly papers around 
the country that are still hanging in there by 
sticking close to their communities while con-

tinuing to adapt.
Through organizations like the Washington 
Newspaper Publishers Association and the 
International Society of Weekly Newspaper 
Editors, we are trying to remind people that 
we are different, in a good way, from the met-
ropolitan papers that have seen their reve-
nues gutted and their circulation plummet.
I can assure you, though, that every attentive 
journalist in the country has been reading 
everything they can about the recent sale of 
the venerable Washington Post to Amazon.com 
founder Jeffrey Bezos. There is a lot of specula-
tion that Bezos, a brilliant and relentless inno-
vator, will bring his “disruptive” ideas to the 
traditional newspaper business and perhaps 
fashion a new model for profitability.
Nobody knows what that might mean — and 
we especially don’t know what it might mean 
for the world of rural weeklies, where devel-
opments filter down more slowly.
My own experience with Bezos, when I was 
editor of the Puget Sound Business Journal in 
Seattle, was that he wasn’t particularly fond 
of journalism or journalists — which is why 
some observers were surprised at the Post pur-
chase. He has for the most part kept his dis-
tance from the news media, except when the 

exposure can be 
controlled to his or 
Amazon.com’s 
advantage.
Now he’s in the 
thick of it, with mil-
lions of eyes watch-
ing his every move 
or parsing his every 
nuance. More than 
a few folks are hop-
ing that Bezos will, 
in some messianic fashion, lead the way to a 
new paradigm in news production and deliv-
ery — maybe involving a combination of print 
and online presence, maybe not.
Bezos can afford to experiment and lose 
money in the process. The $250 million pur-
chase price is but a small slice of his personal 
fortune. Like everyone else with a stake in the 
future of print, I’ll be watching to see what 
Bezos tries. Maybe he’ll come up with ideas 
that all of us can learn from. If so, his invest-
ment may pay off in ways we can’t yet imag-
ine. 

Don Nelson can be contacted at  
editor@methowvalleynews.com.

Don Nelson

Amazon-izing the newsAmazon-izing the news



September 2013 11

The International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors

Order your ISWNE history book today 
We’re now taking orders for the long-awaited history of the 
International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors, written by  
Vickie Canfield Peters. Watchdogs, Town Criers, Historians: The People 
and Newspapers of ISWNE is softbound with 208 pages of text and 
more than 100 pictures. It chronicles the people of the organization 
from 1955 to 2010 and features a foreword by Garrett Ray.
Cost is $40 per copy, plus the following shipping charges: $3  
within the United States, $10 to Canada, and $17 elsewhere in  
the world. 
Please send checks made payable to ISWNE to Chad Stebbins, 
Missouri Southern State University, 3950 E. Newman Road,  
Joplin, MO 64801-1595.

By David Penner 
Editor 
Lexington Clipper-Herald 
Lexington, Nebraska 
Aug. 17, 2013 

People that know me know I have an 
unfounded and unconditional love for my 
hometown of Kansas City, Mo.
I often have to explain that I am actually 
from Independence, Mo., and not Kansas 
City, Mo., but that it’s just easier to say Kansas 
City and then hammer home the fact that it’s 
the Missouri side and not the Kansas side.
Like many Nebraskans, my love of my home-
town is much like the fanatical love the fine 
folks up here show to the Huskers.
However, I do not love my home state the way 
I do my hometown.
Sadly, my home state has made national 
news in the last week for being ignorant, and 
frankly, racist.
If you haven’t heard at the Missouri State Fair, 
during a rodeo event, a rodeo clown came 
into the arena wearing a mask of President 
Barack Obama. That is not racist.
The clown, according to amateur video from 
the event, says, “As soon as this bull comes 
out, Obama, don’t you move. He’s going to 
getcha, getcha, getcha.” Again, that is not rac-
ist. It’s ignorant, but it is not racist.
During one point of the clown’s performance 

another clown goes up and bobbles the lips 
on the mask. That is incredibly racist.
The mere fact that a rodeo clown came out 
and portrayed the president in a distasteful 
manner is fine with me. Honestly, keep an eye 
open during Halloween and see how many 
kids are dressed up as puppets, I mean presi-
dents, from the last two or three administra-
tions.
Bank robbers have used the masks of former 
presidents to do their dirty work. Heck, an 
entire movie, Point Break, centers around a 
band of bank robbers that wear the masks of 
former presidents.
I can still remember an episode of “Family 
Ties” where Michael J. Fox dons a Richard 
Nixon mask and says, “I am not a crook.”
A mask does not make one racist. Donning a 
mask of a president is actually protected by 
the First Amendment as freedom of speech 
and expression, and in some ways brings light 
to political discourse.
Bobbling the lips of a mask of the only 
African American president in the history of 
this country makes a person a racist, and the 
fact that the man wearing the mask did noth-
ing about it just shows his own ignorance.
It reinforces terrible stereotypes and when it’s 
done in public places, like a state fair where 
everyone just laughed and thought it was a 
hoot and a half, it damages the younger 
minds in the audience. It tells the youth at the 

event that it is OK 
to enforce racial ste-
reotypes and open 
old wounds. 
When ignorance 
incites a mob men-
tality, and this reac-
tion was most defi-
nitely a mob men-
tality, then we have 
not moved on as a 
society.
Racism, bigotry and hatred are all still preva-
lent in our country, and it was on full display 
last week in my home state’s state fair.
This is in no way a defense of the president, 
because he’s made some very questionable 
calls on policy, but it is a reminder that society 
has not come as far as we might think.
I genuinely hope that others can see the igno-
rance of this act perpetrated last week. Not 
everyone from Missouri is a dumb bumpkin 
that idolizes William Quantrill and can’t get 
past a petty, now non-existent rivalry with the 
Jayhawk State.
Some of us, even transplants like me, have a 
lot more to offer than racism and bigotry. Just 
ask us and we’ll show you. 

David Penner can be contacted at  
David.Penner@lexch.com.

No love lost for my home state

David Penner

No love lost for my home state
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By Paul Bealer 
Editor 
The Valley Voice 
Hellertown, Pennsylvania 
Aug. 3, 2013 

It was the jaw-dropping moment of a tedious 
Lower Saucon Township Council meeting, 
when the group met July 24. 
Steel City resident Gene Boyer had the floor 
during public comment. He decided to update 
council on his recent visit to Town Hall, where 
Boyer said he studied township budgets dat-
ing back to 1998, and township audit reports. 
He seemed focused on the bottom line and 
income from the township’s host tipping fee 
agreement with IESI Landfill. 
After about five minutes, Council Vice 
President Tom Maxfield cut Boyer off with a 
comment he, council President Glenn Kern 
and Township Manager Jack Cahalan often 
ask Boyer at public meetings: “What’s your 
point?” Boyer asked Maxfield to bear with 
him a bit longer.
Handling the president’s gavel in Kern’s 
absence, Maxfield obliged to hear a bit more 
history, his bearded face getting a bit red in 
frustration as the history lesson continued. 
Maxfield cut Boyer off again and told him to 
“come in and talk to the people who work on 
the budget every day.” 
Boyer tried to continue getting to his point 
and he was cut off several more times by the 
frustrated man behind the gavel. Apparently 
Boyer wanted to discuss financial impacts of 
landfill revenue. Maxfield said several times 
he did not want to have a discussion on the 
matter without the township finance direc-
tor’s figures and facts before him. “We’re here 
to conduct business. We’re not here to answer 
a million questions. We’re not here to teach 
school,” Catholic school teacher Maxfield 
chirped.
Fair enough, but his backlash did not end 
there.
Maxfield used his moment with the gavel as a 
bully pulpit, tossing insults Boyer’s way. “I get 

the feeling from you that you’re digging for 
some kind of dirt,” Maxfield snorted at Boyer. 
Some audience members sat stunned that the 
township taxpayer was verbally assailed by 
the council vice president. 
Maxfield has done this occasionally toward 
residents during hot discussions on landfill 
issues. But this night he went over the line in 
public meeting decorum.
After a little back and forth banter between 
Boyer and Maxfield, Boyer yielded his seat at 
the public microphone and was headed back 
to his seat. “I feel like that teacher that gets 
that one student who asks that same damn 
question day after day,” flustered Maxfield 
said to the crowd of township taxpayers. 
Councilwoman Priscilla deLeon twice told 
Maxfield she wanted to hear Boyer out. “You 
shouldn’t feel intimidated to speak to coun-
cil,” she told audience members.
“I don’t want to sit here and listen to this,” 
Maxfield retorted. 
Councilman Dave Willard chimed in, “We 
need to create an atmosphere where you can 
come here and say what you feel.” Maxfield 
sniped, “It goes both ways.”
Maxfield also ranted at two more taxpayers 
that stood up to defend Boyer’s right to speak. 
“I’m just tired,” he said before resting his head 
in his hand and quieting down. 
There were no apologies from a flustered 
Maxfield at the rest of the public portion of 
the meeting.
After that night’s exchange, I hope 
Councilman Maxfield remembered that he 
was once in Boyer’s seat: a taxpaying resident 
concerned about the township’s future. Once 
a township resident goes to the other side of 
the council dais, they must answer to more 
than 10,000 other residents and set aside 
their own agendas. They should respect con-
cerns and opinions, and not try to squash 
public input — whether they want to hear it 
or not.
Section 710.1 of the Pennsylvania Sunshine 
Act requires local agencies to provide an 
opportunity for public comment at all public 

meetings. Lower 
Saucon Township 
Council has always 
been good about 
yielding the floor to 
residents and hear-
ing them out. 
In covering Lower 
Saucon Council 
meetings for nearly 
15 years, I can’t 
count all the times 
council allowed the 
public to have the floor, unimpeded, to share 
their concerns about happenings in the town-
ship. There were many and most of that time 
council members, including Maxfield, have 
been cordial in allowing two or three or four 
hours of public comments. 
That is rare among municipal boards, and 
many have passed rules limiting public com-
ment. But Lower Saucon has not, so Boyer 
and others have the right to speak to their 
council representatives. 
Public speaking is scary enough for anyone. 
That fear should not be heightened by a 
township representative exhibiting poor atti-
tude and intimidation toward residents. At a 
time when more Lower Saucon residents are 
attending meetings regularly, and getting 
involved in local government, snippy attitude 
by a council member creates a chilling effect 
on public discourse.
Maxfield needs to remember where he sat 
before he was elected and appointed to his 
council, planning commission and environ-
mental advisory council seats. If remember-
ing that does not act as a lesson in public 
meeting decorum, at re-election time voters 
with a long memory may just give him a hard 
lesson. 
Then he may have his Wednesday nights free 
to get some rest. 

Paul Bealer can be contacted at  
valleyvoice@verizon.net.

Paul Bealer

Councilman needs refresher in public meeting etiquetteCouncilman needs refresher in public meeting etiquette
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By Douglas Perret Starr 
Professor Emeritus of Agricultural Journalism 
Texas A&M University–College Station 

Some words are just used incorrectly, and 
there’s no reason for it. Well, maybe one rea-
son: The writer simply isn’t paying attention. 
Here are some that crop up in news writing 
more often than they should.
Biweekly and bimonthly, both of whose defini-
tions changed through use. Not too many 
years ago, biweekly meant both twice a week 
and every two weeks, and bimonthly meant 
both twice a month and every two months. 
Now, biweekly means every two weeks, and 
bimonthly means every two months. If you want 
twice a week, use semiweekly; if twice a month, 
semimonthly.
Bring or take — Both have multiple definitions, 
but the usage of each is simple: Bring is fol-
lowed by to; take, by from. “He took it from 
you and brought it to me.”
Comprise or compose — Too many writers use 
comprise as a sign that they have added to 
their vocabulary. Well, they have so added, 
but they have not checked the definition/
usage of comprise. Nor, obviously, have they 
overlooked the fact that comprise is listed as 
vt. (transitive verb), meaning that it takes a 
direct object, not a prepositional phrase, 
thereby ruing out comprised of.
The first definition of comprise is “to include, 
contain.” The second, “to consist of.” And the 
usage of comprise is “in discriminating use, 
means to consist of and takes as its object the 
various parts that make up the whole.” In 

short, “the whole comprises its parts.”
Compose, on the other hand, is defined as “to 
form in combination, make up, constitute,” all 
of which means that what follows is a prepo-
sitional phrase: “composed of. …”
Now, look at include: The first definition is “to 
have as part of a whole, contain, comprise.” 
That’s a bit confusing, but the usage clarifies 
include: “implies a containing as part of a 
whole.”
Convince or persuade — Convince is defined as 
to overcome doubt and is followed by of or 
that. Persuade is defined as to influence to 
action or belief and is followed by an infini-
tive. She was persuaded to read the book, which 
convinced her that she was correct.
Either or each — Be careful how you use either. 
As an adjective, either is defined as “one or the 
other (of two) and each of two”: “He had a 
tool in either hand.” As a pronoun, either is 
defined as “one or the other (of two)”: “Either 
is acceptable.”
Each has no confusion; it is defined as “every 
one of two or more considered separately”: 
“To each his own.”
Enormity or enormous — Enormity really has 
nothing to do with size, number or degree in 
the general sense. It’s first definition focuses 
on involving great wickedness: “the enormity 
of a crime.” By definition and usage, enormous 
implies “the exceeding by far what is normal 
in size, amount, or degree.”
Loan or lend — Both are defined as “to lend” 
but there is a difference. As a noun, loan is 
defined as “something lent.” As a verb, lend is 
defined as “to let another use or have (a 

thing) temporarily 
and on condition 
that it, or the equiv-
alent, be returned.” 
Which word to use 
is up to you, but, as 
a verb, lend fits bet-
ter than loan.
Unsanitary or insani-
tary — Insanitary 
seems to have been 
lost as the language 
evolves. It used to 
denote something that could cause disease. 
Now, it’s not even in Webster’s New World 
College Dictionary 4th ed., leaving unsanitary to 
describe both “likely to cause disease” and 
“not clean, healthful conditions.”
Here are some words that are used incorrect-
ly.
Another — Is defined as “one more” (another 
cup of tea), “a different” (in another city), and 
“one of the same sort (another Caesar).” But, 
it is redundant to use it in this manner: “The 
campaign raised $10,000 at a banquet and 
another $20,000 by mail solicitations.”
As well as — Is defined as “in addition to,” but 
it implies that what follows is known to read-
ers: “The Equal Rights Amendment would 
apply to women as well as to men.” It already 
applies to men. Do not use as well as as a sub-
stitute for and. 

Douglas Perret Starr may be contacted at  
starr5606@gmail.com.

Pay attention to the correct use of wordsPay attention to the correct use of words

•	 Receive	the	latest	updates	about	the	annual	conference
•	 Get	a	preview	of	items	coming	out	in	the	newsletter
•	 Engage	in	discussions	with	your	colleagues
•	 Post	and	view	photos	

Here’s how to join:
1.	Become	a	member	of	Facebook	(www.facebook.com)
2.	In	the	search	box	in	the	upper	right-hand	corner,	type	
2.	International	Society	of	Weekly	Newspaper	Editors
3.	Click	on	the	“Like”	button.

“Like” ISWNE Facebook page

Douglas Perrret Starr
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continued on page 16

By Bill Tubbs 
Publisher 
The North Scott Press 
Eldridge, Iowa 
Aug. 28, 2013 

Less than three weeks after Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s soaring “I have a dream” speech 
was delivered to a national audience in 
Washington, D.C. — 50 years ago today — 
hoodlums detonated a bomb at the 16th 
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala., 
killing four innocent school-age African-
American girls.
That act of racially motivated terrorism 
exposed the nation to the evil of forced segre-
gation and speeded the civil rights movement 
that led to laws ensuring equal access to pub-
lic accommodations, employment, housing 
and voting, among others.
Another important event happened on the 
day of the Birmingham church bombing — 
Sunday, Sept. 15, 1963 — and I learned about 
it from a friend I traveled with while doing 
polio immunizations with Rotary in India last 
year. His name is Charlie Doster and is he is 
an 86-year-old lawyer in Anniston, Ala., a 
small industrial city between Birmingham 
and Atlanta.
Charlie was in the midst of his own civil rights 
fight.
During our time together in India, I found 
him to be a remarkable man of great intelli-
gence, humanity and Southern charm, and 
we established an immediate friendship. 
When I learned that he was a lawyer in the 
Deep South during the restless 1960s, I kid-
ded him, “So, are you the Atticus Finch of 
your town?” (Atticus Finch was the Gregory 
Peck character, the courageous lawyer who 
defended the falsely accused black man in the 
movie version of Harper Lee’s novel, To Kill A 
Mockingbird.)
Charlie’s humility oozed as he shook his head 
and said, “Naw!” Later, however, during a 
long car ride, he opened up and started tell-
ing his story of how he had tried to integrate 
the public library in Anniston on that very 
afternoon — Sept. 15, 1963 — and I listened 
with amazement and awe. 
Charlie was chair of the library trustees at 
that time in this deeply segregated city, and 
he and the board decided that every citizen 
ought to be able to use the library. The fact 
that blacks could not use the library that their 
taxes paid for is hard to believe, but that’s 

how it was with everything. Blacks were 
judged inferior in every way and were denied 
equal access to schools, churches, parks, bus-
ses, hospitals and all the public facilities that 
we take for granted. 
So it was a bold move by Charlie and the 
trustees to think that the black Baptist minis-
ter and the black Methodist minister could 
quietly enter the library and check out a book 
on that Sunday afternoon. 
Their plan failed miserably when the two 
men were ambushed and beaten, one of 
them almost to death! “They were beaten 
with clubs, sticks and chains and shot twice. 
Once it got out of hand, it was a nightmare! 
And they were turned away when they were 
taken to the hospital!” Charlie said. 
Looking back, he said the library trustees mis-
calculated. “We shouldn’t have done it on a 
Sunday,” he said. “That’s when the hoodlums 
(KKK) had nothing else to do.”
Even the safety of Charlie, who was part of 
the white leadership, was at risk. “They told 
me, ‘Don’t crank your car without checking 
(for bombs).’”
The trustees held secret meetings that night 
and received phone calls from President John 
F. Kennedy and U.S. Attorney General Robert 
Kennedy. They decided to repeat the attempt 
on Monday. The minister who was NOT near 
death was joined by a Jewish woman in defi-
ance of the prejudice against HER people. 
They were led by a police escort with guns 
and the plan succeeded. “The troublemakers 
were there, but they didn’t want to get shot,” 
Charlie said.
The black preacher and the Jewish woman 
checked out their books, and inch by inch to 
this day Anniston has become integrated. 
“The biggest change in my lifetime has been 
the change in racial attitudes,” said Charlie, 
observing that positive interaction between 
the races is now a way of life in Anniston. 
He added, almost as a footnote, that, “By the 
way — a book has been written about it!”
Holy smokes! I’m thinking, here I am in 
India, half a world away, having a personal 
conversation with a man whose good humor, 
integrity and courage truly DID make a dif-
ference in the civil rights movement! Rotary 
truly does bring us in contact with some 
extraordinary people!
The book, Beyond the Burning Bus: The Civil 
Rights Revolution in a Southern Town, was writ-
ten by the Rev. J. Phillips Noble. He was the 

Presbyterian pastor 
in Anniston and 
chaired the city’s 
biracial Human 
Rights Commission 
— a group that was 
blasted by the racist 
Alabama Gov. 
George Wallace, 
who threatened to 
withhold state 
funds for city proj-
ects — but which 
paved the way for the changes that would 
come. 
The title of the book, Beyond the Burning Bus, 
referenced a bus carrying Freedom Riders 
that was firebombed by the Ku Klux Klan just 
outside of Anniston in 1961. So Anniston truly 
WAS a hotbed of racism — and Charlie was 
on the cutting edge of change. 
This past weekend, in a phone conversation, I 
asked Charlie how King’s “dream” speech was 
received in Anniston. “They (whites) were hor-
rified. They figured that just couldn’t be,” he 
said. “But they approve of it today.”
Fifty years later, we are sorting things out in 
Iowa, too. I’d like to think that we never had 
racial prejudice, but that’s not true. Even 
though we can boast that we outlawed slav-
ery in 1839, lifted the ban on interracial mar-
riages in 1851, recognized blacks as equals 
under the law in 1857 and ensured equal 
access to education in 1868, my late father, Ed 
Tubbs, heard stories of KKK crossburnings 
near his hometown of Elwood — just 30 miles 
from here — when he was a boy in the 1920s.
When Linda and I moved to Eldridge in 1971, 
the population was 1,535 and there were 
hardly any minorities. Forty years later, in the 
2010 census, the population was 5,651 and 
181 were non-white. That’s a change from the 
past, but less integrated than in the metro 
areas and more integrated than in the small-
er towns and rural areas. 
I hope I am not being delusional about this, 
but it seems that race is less an issue today 
than in 1971. Certainly it appears not to be 
an issue for the children. In our walks around 
Eldridge, Linda and I see boys and girls of 
various races and nationalities doing things 
together and enjoying one another’s friend-
ship and we think nothing of it — which is as 
it should be. 
So Charlie’s observation is probably correct — 
the change in attitudes toward race has been 

People like Charlie made King’s ‘dream’ real

Bill Tubbs
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By Jeremy Condliffe 
Editor 
Congleton Chronicle 
Congleton, Chesire, England 
Aug. 2, 2013 

Editor’s note: Following a recent suicide in the 
town, Congleton Chronicle editor Jeremy 
Condliffe received emails complaining about the 
victim’s actions. He writes: “The woman who killed 
herself stepped in front of an express train doing 
70 or 80 miles an hour. Without wishing to cause 
offence to ISWNE members, following the impact 
her body parts travelled a fair distance. Some 
landed in the nearby canal, where teenagers were 
fishing. Another landed on a canal barge, caus-
ing a 70-year-old man, celebrating his birthday, 
to faint. Her death was witnessed by schoolchil-
dren on the platform.” The editorial received no 
complaints. Condliffe is “hopeful” that something 
good will transpire but says “these things take 
time.” 

This column tries to address local issues head 
on, where possible. This week’s is a difficult 
one, for which we have no real solution.
As we reported last week, a woman recently 
died at Congleton train station. Her death 
notice is in the Chronicle this week and we 
know people who know her. We’re not a 
national newspaper commenting on remote 
events, but we feel the issue needs airing.
It’s a tragic and traumatic event for her fami-
ly and friends, and a terrible waste for her — 
20 or 30 years of life thrown away or lost. 
(Legally, we can’t say it was suicide — only an 
inquest can say that — but the accounts we 
have heard do not suggest she fell.)
However, it’s been equally stressful for those 
people who witnessed her death, who includ-
ed children. 
Without being graphic or specific to this case, 
anyone who is hit by a train is going to suffer 
catastrophic injuries. We know in this case 
that people using Macclesfield Canal — fish-
ing and on barges — were affected by the 
tragedy, and that police carried out a search 
of the area beyond the railway.
People dying on the railway is not unusual, 
and more of that later, but usually it’s away 
from the town and the results are shielded 
from public gaze. Because this latest death 
was effectively in public, it was witnessed by a 
number of people and — unusually, if not 
uniquely — we’ve had emails and comments 

on the matter.
No one wants to comment in print, for the 
obvious reason that they don’t want to upset 
anyone, so we won’t quote anyone directly.
The issues that have upset people centre on 
three areas — and again we’re going to be 
non-specific as much as possible:
• Why people choose to kill themselves on 
railway tracks, when it causes stress and trau-
ma to train drivers and members of the pub-
lic;
• The effect on witnesses to any such incident, 
and the amount of counselling they might 
need;
• Why there’s so little at stations to prevent 
people harming themselves.
True, it’s initially hard to see what could be 
done. Anyone who contemplates ending their 
own life is clearly in a troubled, illogical state 
and often gives no obvious warning to family 
and friends — and if they did, who would do 
what? There’s the police and the Samaritans, 
and locally we have Visyon — itself formed 
after a death at Congleton station — but 
reporting a family member or friend as a sui-
cide risk is a big step for anyone to take.
It does seem unfair to blame railway compa-
nies, and they clearly can’t install CCTV 
along every foot of line, or staff every station 
24/7. But then again, analysis of suicide 
hotspots could narrow down places where 
people have easy access to tracks, where cam-
eras could be installed.
Our colleagues at Stoke’s Sentinel have report-
ed on tragedies at the crossing at Barlaston, 
where there has been a sharp increase in 
deaths. Villagers there have become the first 
in the country to be given specialist training, 
in an attempt to stop people committing sui-
cide on the railway lines near their homes. 
They have been shown how to recognise tell-
tale danger signs in strangers and what they 
can do.
The Sentinel reported that some villagers had 
come across people behaving oddly near the 
railway but felt unable to approach them.
We’d guess the same would be true at 
Congleton Station, or any station. Is there 
something that could be done with local peo-
ple and workers?
Interestingly, the Samaritans advise papers 
not to do what this column is doing now, or 
what the Sentinel has done over Barlaston. For 
reasons that are easy to understand on a 

national level it 
advises newspapers 
to, for example, 
avoid giving details 
of the specific loca-
tion where the per-
son was hit. The 
Samaritans also ask 
newspapers to 
avoid making sto-
ries about railway 
deaths the lead 
news item or plac-
ing them on the front page and to avoid com-
ments such as “died instantly when hit.”
These comments work well at a national level 
but not at the local level — we can hardly 
NOT say when a station has closed or that 
trains were affected.
One difficulty about suicide is the perceived 
shame it brings on families, perhaps a relic 
from the days when it was illegal. Another 
must be that it’s hard to target “candidates.”
The police can take a wrecked car out to 
young people to show them what happens 
when they crash and urge them to be careful. 
All young drivers are potentially at risk, so 
police know where to go.
But there’s no such thing as an “at risk” 
group for suicides, which makes it harder for 
them to be targeted. Potential suicides can be 
anyone at all — which is why we think the 
Chronicle has a duty to at least raise the issue. 
The only medium that reaches all people of 
all ages is the local newspaper.
In Congleton we’ve recently carried reports of 
littering at Astbury Mere. We’ve had letters, 
stories and photographs, and calls for action; 
Astbury Mere Trust even advertised for volun-
teers. Over a few empty cans and pizza boxes.
But with suicides, the loss of a human life, we 
get nothing; often there’s not even a funeral 
report. Are we naïve in thinking that more 
could be done?
In an era of Twitter, where everything is 
instant, there must be some way of raising the 
alarm — as in Barlaston — that someone is 
behaving oddly and getting someone on the 
scene to at least check that nothing’s wrong.
If you’re thinking of self-harm, call 
Samaritans on 08457 90 90 90. 

Jeremy Condliffe can be contacted at  
Jerowork@aol.com.

Jeremy Condliffe
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People like Charlie made King’s ‘dream’ real from page 14

By Brian Lazzuri 
Managing editor 
The Casket 
Antigonish, Nova Scotia 
Aug. 21, 2013 

Bob Dylan sang about how “the times they 
are a-changin’” in his 1964 album of the 
same name. The lyrics ring true about how 
we get our news nearly 50 years later. 
News, once only accessible via a daily, and 
sometimes twice daily, newspaper, is now 
delivered instantaneously via the Internet by 
computers and smartphones. Whether it is 
via an email alert, tweet, Instagram, Pinterest 
or some other cutting edge source, many of us 
stay up to date on what is happening around 
the world as it happens. Twenty-first century 
technology has led many to believe that 
newspapers are a dying breed.
Yet, how about the local news story of the 
boy/girl next store traveling to represent their 
province at the Canada Games? Or the one 
about an arts and cultural festival that 
attracts hundreds of people to a small town to 
experience artists’ creativity? How do small 
local businesses stay in touch with their cus-
tomers?
Since 1852 The Casket has provided Antigon-
ishers, near and far, with local news and 
information ranging from municipal politics 
to sports, births to deaths and arts to theatre. 
Some of our advertisers, such as Arsenault 
Monuments established in 1936, have been 
with us for nearly half of our history. We are 
proud of that history. 
John Boyd founded the paper and Dr. 
William Currie christened us with our distinc-
tive name — the Casket remains a treasure 

chest of jewels. We are the longest continuous 
weekly newspaper in Canada and we will 
continue to be here for Antigonish.
The times are changing. The Casket now can 
be found at www.thecasket.ca, on Facebook 
and Twitter and we will continue to explore 
new ways to provide Antigonish with the lat-
est news. We will also continue to deliver it to 
your homes each week.
This week the Casket launches a new chapter 
of our, and Antigonish’s, history with an 
unveiling of our new look. For the past year, 
we have subtly tweaked the newspaper. We 
expanded to four sections and added more 
pages, colour, local columnists, cartoons, puz-
zles, contests and modular sizes for advertis-
ers. We have been more opinionated about 
local issues and have focused more on the 
people of our community.
Working with consultants from Chronicle 
Herald Design Studio we have chosen a mod-
ern, sleek look with clean lines seen in many 
daily papers. Lyon, a larger font, is being used 
for the text which, along with more 
whitespace and better organization, will 
make the paper easier to read.
Our colour selection was heavily debated as 
was what to do with the treasure chest. As for 
the chest, a look through our archives showed 
that through the years it has come and gone. 
We decided to remove it from the front page 
but it, and an explanation of our history, will 
remain on our editorial page. 
After several test runs, the merlot colour you 
now see won out over various shades of blue. 
We believe our logo and section colours are 
more youthful and vibrant. We even accom-
modated longtime sports editor Gail 
MacDougall and selected Maple Leaf blue for 

the Sports section. 
All other hockey 
fans can contact 
her at sports@the-
casket.ca.
The living and lei-
sure section has 
been renamed Life. 
Of the 20 odd defi-
nitions of the word, 
several — a manner 
of living, human 
activities, animate 
activity and movement, one providing interest 
and vigor and the activities of a given sphere, 
area, or time — fit the bill of what the section 
is all about. Our fourth section, Insight, con-
tinues this theme. On its pages we will be 
exploring deeper issues and providing stories 
that help readers understand them.
In the coming weeks, the Casket is launching 
a community wide circulation campaign. To 
do so we will be adding to the 28 youth cur-
rently delivering the paper. There will be 
defined territories and youth will canvass 
these areas selling subscriptions. One advan-
tage of an at home subscription, besides 
employing local youth, means local news and 
events delivered to your door on Tuesday eve-
nings.
Yes, the times are changing but for the good. 
We look forward to telling our community’s 
stories and hope you continue to welcome 
Antigonish’s news source since 1852 into your 
lives. 

Brian Lazzuri can be contacted at  
editor@thecasket.ca.

Brian Lazzuri

A new look for historic publicationA new look for historic publication

huge. The racial jokes we laughed at as chil-
dren no longer seem funny, and people that 
we see in our daily living are of all races, 
nationalities and colors: my across-the-street 
neighbors, the athletes on our sports teams, 
the doctor who administered anesthesia for a 
surgery I had last week, the people who pre-
pare this newspaper for the printing press, 
and the list could go on. 
This is progress, but we have not fully arrived. 
Sunday morning church hour remains the 

most segregated time of the week. And while 
2 percent of Iowa’s population is black, 24 
percent of inmates in Iowa prisons are black. 
Why?
We’ll keep striving for answers to these and 
other questions, but this week let’s celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s historic 
speech — and the courage of people like my 
friend Charlie Doster who put it into action.
That fateful day — Sept. 15, 1963 — is seared 
in Charlie’s memory 50 days years later. “I 

think about it every day,” he said.
As for greatness, he demurs. “Some people 
are born great, some achieve greatness, and 
others have greatness thrust upon them.
“But somehow, integration has come to us 
and it will be forever.”
And they all said, “Amen!” 

Bill Tubbs can be contacted at  
btubbs@northscottpress.com.
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By Ross Connelly 
Editor and publisher 
The Hardwick Gazette 
Hardwick, Vermont 
Aug. 21, 2013 

There is a certain irony to the purchase earlier 
this summer of the Washington Post by the 
person who has probably done more to 
destroy local retail business than anyone else 
in the country. Perhaps, Jeffrey Bezos, the 
founder and CEO of Amazon.com, does not 
appreciate that local retail businesses are the 
economic lifeblood of newspapers (and local 
radio and television stations). Perhaps, as 
advertising at the Post continues to decline, as 
it has at most newspapers and particularly 
the larger ones, he will find he needs to place 
advertisements for Amazon.com to fill the 
space formally bought by local businesses. 
Perhaps he will come to appreciate that local 
advertising is necessary to keep income flow-
ing into his new purchase so he can continue 
to pay reporters to report the news and edi-
tors to edit it, along with all the many other 
people employed there who work to get the 
newspaper to readers every day.
Or, perhaps, he is not interested in the free 
flow of information provided by newspapers 
and other news outlets that is vital to a 
democracy.
The purchase of the Post by Bezos may be of 
little concern to citizens in Vermont and in 
Hardwick and the surrounding towns. The 
newspaper is not found on newsstands here 
and there is seldom coverage of local events 
and happenings in its pages. The purchase 
does have relevance here, though, particular-
ly when it is viewed in the context of the 
decline of local businesses, in part because of 
the online sales of Amazon.com and in part 
because of the increasing corporatization of 
the country’s and this area’s retail opportuni-

ties.
The general store is still a reality in many 
Vermont towns, as well as across rural 
America. Vermont towns are filed with locally 
owned businesses, from diners and bakeries 
and restaurants to stores and shops selling 
books, clothing, outdoor gear, locally pro-
duced crafts, locally grown food and grocer-
ies, vehicles, and much more. The businesses 
help keep local economies viable because 
they keep money local by spending money 
locally and they hire local residents. Local 
retail businesses contribute to strengthening 
communities by serving as foundation blocks 
for a community.
Local retail businesses reach out to customers 
through word of mouth and by advertising. 
The latter enables local newspapers, which 
are also a business, to hire people to report 
news to local residents — news that is impor-
tant locally, even if not of interest to the read-
ers of the Washington Post, the New York Times 
or the Boston Globe.
This week, as an example, there are stories in 
the Gazette that focus on concerns of 
Greensboro citizens about plans by Circus 
Smirkus to expand. In Calais, the Select Board 
negotiated an agreement with the East 
Montpelier Select Board about continuing to 
share the costs of fire protection. Some 
Craftsbury residents are not pleased with 
what they consider an over use of Big Hosmer 
Pond by the Craftsbury Outdoor Center, and 
an adjoining article offers a counter view by 
the owners of the center. Voters in Woodbury 
overturned an ordinance that would have 
allowed all-terrain vehicles on many of the 
town’s class three roads. Energy efficiency 
and net metering are two subjects that are 
generating increased discussion in area 
towns. Two stories this week report on that. 
There is a story about a benefit concert that 
was held to raise money for medical research 

and another about 
plans to solve the 
problem of a recur-
ring culvert wash-
out on a well-trav-
eled back road. 
There is a debate in 
Hardwick now 
about the positive 
and negative effects 
of locating a chain 
store here. Gazette 
news articles 
enable citizens to 
learn of the various views. With schools wel-
coming students back Monday, there are sto-
ries and photos this week about the schools 
and school boards and new teachers and 
staff. Fall sports teams are at practice and 
there are stories and photos about them, too.
The above articles would be curtailed if not 
unavailable to local citizens without local 
advertising in the Gazette. Local advertising 
would not be available if local residents 
always bought what they need at Amazon.
com or a chain store whose corporate head-
quarters and focus are in some far-away city. 
Creating new jobs and growing businesses is 
important. Undercutting existing jobs and 
businesses needs to be addressed, too.
Amazon.com offers myriad bargains. 
Hopefully, Jeff Bezos will begin to recognize 
that bigger is not always better and cheaper is 
not always the best price. The cost to democ-
racy of corporate consolidation impacts citi-
zens. There is a need to address that, here in 
rural Vermont, in the newsroom at the 
Washington Post and at every other newspaper 
and news organization in the country. 

Ross Connelly can be contacted at  
news@thehardwickgazette.com.

Ross Connelly
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By Bradley A. Martin 
Editor 
Hickman County Times 
Centerville, Tennessee 
Aug. 5, 2013 

I hear compliments from a lot of folks about 
the amount of walking that I’m able to get in, 
given this office’s proximity to a lot of the 
local government agencies that my reporter 
self regularly visits.
Yes, it saves gas, though that’s relatively 
minor point to me. I just like walking, as in: 
You love to go hunting, I love to go hiking.
But as appealing as much of this two-legged 
stretching may be, especially to those of you 
who fight the long ribbon of traffic to and 
from a big city every day, I want to assure you 
that it’s not always a walk in the garden.
For example, there’s the matter of crossing 
the road. 
My office fronts North Central Avenue, but in 
reality it’s a significant state highway. That’s 
even more the case since the traffic lights 
were erected on the Public Square a few years 
back.
Now, we have true NASCAR moments in the 
downtown area.
Luckily, I still hear well enough that I can tell 
when the hot-rodders are approaching from 
the Twomey side of the Square. And I’ve 
learned that some folks go across in a nano-
second.
Because the previous paragraph could lead to 
an increase in the number of drivers who 
come to a complete stop to allow me to safely 

cross, read this: 
Don’t.
Why? One of us should follow the rules, and 
you shouldn’t be stopping in the middle of 
the road unless there is a legal requirement 
for it. Fat editors aren’t covered.
Much more challenging is dealing with the 
flat-out friendliness of the motorists who pass 
me by. I’m glad to say that, after 30 years, it’s 
become rare for a driver to ask me if I want a 
ride (I don’t). But it’s not unusual for friends 
to wave or yell or even honk their horns.
I don’t handle that well.
See, I have no measurable interest in automo-
biles or their brands, so I can’t identify a 
honker from the backside of his vehicle, 
unless John Van Cleve is driving his purple 
monster. All I can do is ignore.
More frequently, wavers and honkers are 
enclosed inside rather large vehicles equipped 
with windows that the Sahara sun could not 
see through on the longest day of the year. 
So, I ignore.
Nothing personal, I’m just trying to make sure 
one foot and then the other get me where I’m 
trying to go.
Don’t laugh. 
One winter day I was crossing the Square and 
suddenly found myself looking at the sky, 
after a piece of black ice pushed my feet out 
from under me. Memento: cracked ribs.
Last Tuesday — in midsummer — I was again 
on the Square, about to jaywalk over to the 
Grinders Switch Center. Oddly, I looked up in 
time to see a vehicle that I recognized. 

Without thinking, 
my hand went up 
in greeting…at the 
same moment my 
left foot was step-
ping down from the 
lawn to the shoul-
der of the road.
I wasn’t ready for 
the step-down, dis-
tracted as I was.
Missed. Tumbled. 
Paper flew. Knee 
skinned. Hole in pants. Momentary flapping-
bird imitation.
At the scene, after minimal muttering, I was 
able to lift myself up and ample over to the 
legal crossing, then to my meeting.
Later, at home, the alcohol swab stung; the 
boo-boo throbbed enough that it kept me 
awake awhile. The pants went into the laun-
dry basket; we’ll take one more look and then 
decide whether to discard them.
I’m fine, since I did not roll out into the road; 
thanks for asking. Not that anybody stopped. 
If I wasn’t writing this, no one would know 
anything about it, despite the ample sunshine 
of an otherwise beautiful morning.
But the truth must be told, even if it adversely 
reflects on our little town: Walking can be 
hell.
Have a nice day. 

Bradley Martin can be contacted at  
editor_hctimes@yahoo.com.

Bradley Martin
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Michael Balfe Howard, the former Rocky 
Mountain News editor known for his leadership 
skills and controversial life, will be one of six 
inductees when the Denver Press Club (DPC) 
holds its 18th Annual Hall of Fame Banquet 
on Sept. 20.
A 6 p.m. reception will be followed by the 
banquet at 7 p.m., at the club, 1330 Glenarm 
Place. Fred Brown, longtime Statehouse 
reporter for The Denver Post and a longtime 
DPC member, will serve as master of ceremo-
nies. 
Every year, a committee of the DPC’s ex-presi-
dents nominates individuals from the Denver 
area who have made a great impact in jour-
nalism and/or on the Denver Press Club. 
The 2012 inductees are:
• Michael Balfe Howard, who played a pivotal 
role in the long newspaper war between The 
Denver Post and the Rocky Mountain News. As 
editor of the News, Howard brought new ener-
gy to the paper by making non-traditional 
hires such as Gene Amole. Howard’s leader-
ship enabled to the paper to overtake the Post 
in circulation.
• Joseph S. Sinisi, longtime Denver Post report-
er, where he covered everything from higher 
education to beat poets at Naropa University.  
• Garrett Ray pursued two careers in journal-
ism, both of them remarkable. He was editor 
and owner of the Littleton Independent. Then 

he went on to a distinguished career as a jour-
nalism professor at Colorado State University, 
teaching media ethics as well as reporting, 
editing and management. 
• Gary Gerhardt was a veteran reporter at the 
Rocky Mountain News, covering the police beat, 
wildlife and the assassination of KOA talk 
show host Alan Berg, among other roles. He 
teamed with fellow DPC Hall of Famer Kevin 
Flynn to write The Silent Brotherhood — Inside 
America’s Racist Underground, which told the 
story of the people behind the plot to murder 
Berg.
• Eugene Field was a journalist, poet and 
humorist who became managing editor of the 
Denver Tribune in the early 1880s. He is some-
times called “the poet of childhood,” for 
poems like his famous “Wynken, Blynken and 
Nod” a lullaby of verse about three fishermen 
who sail away in a wooden shoe. 
• Pocky Marranzino Sr., joined the Rocky 
Mountain News shortly after World War II and 
wrote a six-times-a-week column for the 
paper for 25 years. He won numerous jour-
nalistic awards during his career. Marranzino 
also wrote a national award-winning TV 
series, called “Expedition Colorado,” about 
Colorado’s early history. Channel 9 produced 
it. He also served as president of the Denver 
Press Club and the Denver Newspaper Guild. 
He died in 1998. 
Tickets to the banquet are $65, and include 

dinner and a cash 
bar. Sponsors 
include Anadarko 
Petroleum, 
Colorado Auto 
Dealers 
Association/Clear 
the Air Foundation, 
Clarity Media 
Group, Comcast, 
Egan Printing, 
Linhart Public 
Relations, 
Southwest Airlines, 
The Denver Post, Wells Fargo and Xcel Energy.
Founded in 1867, the Denver Press Club is the 
oldest press club in the United States. With 
about 400 members from the media and 
many other professions, the DPC has become 
a home for author bookings, leading political 
discussions, entertainment and networking. 
Each year, the club hosts more than 100 
events, including the club’s signature Damon 
Runyon Award, Gridiron Show and Hall of 
Fame presentations. The club’s unique land-
mark building and history-laden atmosphere 
is a highly sought-after venue and is regularly 
rented for media events, business meetings, 
seminars, networking events and wedding 
receptions. To learn more about the club, visit 
www.denverpressclub.org. 
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Stringer	($10	to	$99)
 Don Corrigan Sandy and Robert Horowitz
 Phoebe Baker Sue and David Gordon
 Ross Connelly Ellen Albanese
 Mo Mehlsak Sandra George
 Johnny O’Hanlon Carter and Sarah Newton

Cub	reporter	($100	to	$199)
 Bill and Jan Haupt Mary and Tim Waltner
 Marcia Martinek Robert E. Trapp
 Robert B. Trapp Vickie Canfield Peters
 Jeanne Pease Steve and Barbara Andrist
 Al Cross Guy and Marcia Wood
 Larry Atkinson

Copy	editor	($200	to	$299)
 Albert Scardino Jane Steinmetz

Editorial	page	editor	($300	to	$399)
 Gary and Helen Sosniecki

Managing	editor	($400	to	$499)
 Donald and Deborah Brod Clyde Wills

Editor	in	chief	($500	to	$999)
Publisher	($1,000)
 Burt and Ursula Freireich

		Total	raised:	$4,160

ISWNE Foundation Contributors
since Dec. 1, 2012
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From Webster to Wash U. to SLU, hundreds of 
freshmen moved into new living quarters on St. 
Louis college campuses this past weekend. On 
Monday, many of them were sitting in media 
literacy classes.
Media literacy is defined as “an array of com-
petencies enabling people to analyze, evaluate, 
and create messages in a variety of media 
modes and genres.” Sounds academic. I readily 
admit that I was a skeptic when the media lit-
eracy movement began.
After all, do you really need college courses to 
learn how to listen to a radio, watch TV or troll 
the Internet to figure out what’s up? I’m a 
believer now. We are bombarded by tons of 
messages daily on legacy media, never mind 
the new social media.
As a newspaper editor, I’m amazed at the gull-
ibility of many as they receive messages that 
are, in many cases, custom-designed to fit their 
biases rather than reality. This happens on 
both the left and the right. We get plenty of let-

ters to the editor that are simply talking points 
or posts that have gone viral on the Internet.
For example, after the terrorism of Sept. 11, 
2001, we got our share of “9/11 was an inside 
job” letters. The conspiracy theory on the WTC 
towers collapse was that only well-placed, con-
trolled demolition allowed them to implode 
and fall straight down. Jets crashing into tow-
ers were for show.
More recently, we’ve had email from readers 
challenging us to expose the real story in the 
Trayvon Martin shooting. As a local, communi-
ty paper, is that our job? In any case, emailers 
insist Martin is “a gangsta’, tattooed thug” and 
not the “skinny, innocent boy” in the main-
stream news media.
This conspiracy is based on fake Trayvon pho-
tos making the rounds on the Web. The fake 
photos are of a husky rapper, covered with tat-
toos, named Jayceon Terrell Taylor. It’s not an 
actual photo of Trayvon Martin.
Media literacy requires that you check things 
out, before you start forwarding these conspir-
acy theories to friends and newspaper editors. 
At a recent media literacy seminar, I had a 
chance to listen to John McManus, author of 
the book, Detecting Bull.
 McManus says he has the formula for “identi-

fying bias and junk 
in print, broadcast 
and on the wild 
Web.” He says a 
media literate per-
son will use the 
SMELL test:
• S stands for 
Source. Find out 
who is providing the 
information.
• M is for 
Motivation. Why are 
they telling me this stuff?
• E is for Evidence. Do they have real evidence 
for their assertions?
• L is for Logic. Do the facts offered logically 
compel the conclusions?
• L is for Left out. What’s missing in the infor-
mation that might change the interpretation 
of subject matter?
Whether you’re reading this paper, the New 
York Times or your favorite Web blog, consider 
the McManus test for truth. Check it (sniff it) 
out. 

Don Corrigan can be contacted at  
corrigan@timesnewspapers.com.

Don Corrigan

Can You Pass a Smell Test?


