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By Brad Hamilton

Editor’s note: An ISWNE member,
Brad Hamilton worked for years
for a weekly newspaper in
Brooklyn before becoming the
investigations editor at the New
York Post.His award-winning
Contently Foundation
(contently.org) publishes long-form
investigative pieces and education-
al content for reporters and edi-
tors. It also specializes in working
with young reporters and those
new to long-form investigative
work.

The Contently Foundation, a non-
profit for investigative journalism in
NewYork, is offering assistance to
reporters who want to take on
enterprise projects for their weekly
newspapers.
The foundation provides investiga-

tive expertise, story guidance,
research, tips and training to sup-
port anyone in need of help cover-
ing an issue of local interest with in-
depth reporting.
The proposed piece should serve

the public, include multiple ele-
ments and involve various informa-
tion-gathering strategies. Issues
could involve education, the envi-

ronment, crime,housing, employ-
ment, health care or matters related
to local government.
One recent example was a piece

produced by the Contently Found-
ation and co-published in the Huff-
ington Post. Freelance reporter Sara
Stewart,who had covered arts and
entertainment for most of her
career, came across a dramatic battle
over fracking waste in a small
Pennsylvania town near where she
lives.
Dan Patterson, a young reporter,

published his first in-depth enter-
prise story through the Contently
Foundation, a look at how young
impressionable women play a key
role in the deadly black market for
illegal handguns.The piece won a
national award for investigative
reporting from theAmerican Society
of Journalists andAuthors.
There’s no formal application

process for assistance.But please
forward as much information as is
possible about your project.
I’m also working as a mentor for

Report for America, a non-profit pro-
gram that sponsors public-service
reporting and is now accepting
applications from small weeklies
and local news organizations.
The project,with an application

deadline of
Dec. 1,will
help pro-
vide fund-
ing for 40
reporters
over the
next two
years.
So if you

have some-
one on your
staff with a
passion for
public service, or if you’re thinking
of covering an underserved subject
affecting your community, this is an
opportunity to get the financial sup-
port you might need.
Report for America launched in

September with a pilot project in
rural Appalachia. It’s run by Charles
Sennott, formerly a foreign corre-
spondent for the Boston Globe who
worked with me at the NewYork
Post before launching the
GroundTruth Project,which is
behind the new initiative.
The application can be found at

https://www.reportforamerica.org/a
pply-newsroom/.

Brad Hamilton can be contacted
at Brad@contently.org.
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