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More is needed than acquiescence to hate
By Ross Connelly

Ignoring words of racism, bigotry and
hate is not enough.
Confronting those words, what they

mean and what they promote, is what is
needed.
I write in response to comments offered

in last month’s ISWNE newsletter by Gary
Sosniecki. His essay encouraged readers to

ignore the vile words longtime ISWNE
member Goodloe Sutton wrote this winter
in his newspaper, The Democrat-Reporter,
of Linden, Alabama, and stated in follow-up
interviews. Sutton wrote and called for the
revival of the Ku Klux Klan and for the
lynching of officials serving in office in
Washington, D.C.
Are these words protected by the First

Amendment? Yes.

Are the
actions he
called for
protected by
the First
Amendment?
No.
Sutton

called on his
readers to
engage in
criminal acts,
and, an argu-
ment can be made, for sedition.
Newspaper editors are the champions of

the First Amendment, of free speech, of the
statement oft-credited to Voltaire: “I wholly
disapprove of what you say and will defend
to the death your right to say it.”
Newspaper editors in this day and age

are not, thankfully, noted for encouraging
criminal behavior – lynching – nor sedi-
tion – the murdering of representatives of
a democratically elected government.
Rather, newspaper editors are noted for

seeking out the truth, for explaining and
advocating truth.
Goodloe Sutton’s words and call to

action – written and quoted – were racist,
bigoted, hateful and treasonous. They are
not words to be ignored. Not actions that
have any place in a democracy.
Shame on Goodloe Sutton for sullying

his privileged position as a newspaper pub-
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