
By PPaauull  MMaaccNNeeiillll

Prince Edward Island will play host to the
annual conference of the International
Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors June
24-28, 2009.
The conference itinerary is already taking
shape. Content will deliver a lively mix of
seminars that will engage all of the senses.
It will be hosted at the University of Prince
Edward Island, a growing university with
modern amenities. 
Some of the speakers already confirmed
include Premier Robert Ghiz. He will speak
on the challenges of leading Canada’s
smallest province within the Canadian fed-
eration.
Access to information issues will promi-
nently be discussed. David Coles, a leading
Canadian defamation lawyer, will lead a
seminar on the impact recent Canadian
Supreme Court rulings are having on
media. Bruce Craig, who formerly was
executive director of the National Coalition
for History based out of Washington, D.C.
and who now is a UPEI professor, will dis-
cuss his fight to gain access to closed gov-
ernment documents. In 2008, he prepared
the lead historical declaration in a U.S. fed-
eral court suit seeking to unseal the grand
jury records of the Julius and Ethel

Rosenberg espionage case. He is currently
working on a biography of Alger Hiss. 
No trip to Prince Edward Island would be
complete without a discussion of the
impact of Lucy Maude Montgomery. Her
classic Anne of Green Gables novels have
sold millions of copies around the world.
She is revered in Japan. Local scholars will
discuss her impact during a visit to her
home community of Cavendish. 
In the evening we will forgo the academic
perception of Montgomery for the hugely
popular musical production of Anne of
Green Gables. It is Canada’s longest run-
ning musical. The 2009 season will mark
its 44th year on the main stage of
Confederation Centre of the Arts.
As a tiny Island, just 140 miles long and
ranging from two to 40 miles wide, PEI is
susceptible to the power of Mother Nature.
Conference goers will enjoy a very special
guided tour of the Greenwich dunes sys-
tem, a magnificent and unique ecosystem
on the Island’s north shore. It was recently
added to Canada’s national park system.
After we fill your mind, we will fill your
belly with a traditional lobster supper.
Enough said.
Getting to PEI is reasonably easy. Direct
flights are offered through Montreal and

Toronto. Flying
into Halifax and
either renting a
car or taking a
shuttle is also
viable. It is rough-
ly a 3.5-hour drive
and as an added
bonus will include
a trip over
Confederation
Bridge, the longest
bridge over ice
covered water
(hopefully not in
June) in the world. It is considered a mod-
ern engineering marvel. 
UPEI is a very family friendly campus.
Suites boast two bedrooms, each with two
TVs, fridge and microwave. There is a won-
derful aquatic centre on campus that can
be accessed at a small additional cost. 
In the coming weeks we will post registra-
tion forms and contact information on the
ISWNE Web site. Our goal is to provide a
conference that exceeds your expectations.
If we can help in any way, please do not
hesitate to ask. Contact me directly: Paul
MacNeill, 902-838-2515 or paul@island-
press.ca.

QQUUOOTTEE OOFF TTHHEE MMOONNTTHH

“The press was to serve
the governed, not the
governors.”

— Hugo L. Black, 
associate justice of the U.S. Supreme

Court, 1937-71 Visit the ISWNE’s Web site:
www.iswne.org
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From lobster to Anne of Green Gables, PEI offers all
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President’sresident’s
Reporteport By Don Brod

St. Charles, Ill.

The ISWNE board of directors met January
10 in Santa Fe, with DDiicckk  MMccCCoorrdd as our
host. Besides getting some important work
done, we also took advantage of spending
a few days in that lovely old city. 
Santa Fe is the oldest city that is a state
capital. It obviously hasn’t been a state
capital as long as some other capitals,
since New Mexico didn’t become a state
until 1912. But as it prepares to celebrate
its 400th anniversary next year, it certainly
qualifies as the oldest city that is a state
capital. In fact, as far as I know, there is
only one current U.S. city older: St.
Augustine, Florida. 
Dick’s adobe house fits right into its sur-
roundings. A bill of sale indicates that a
one-room house with six vigas (exposed
logs that support the roof) was sold in
1860. That’s Dick’s living room. So who
knows when it was built? It’s no doubt well
over 150 years old. The current house has
nine rooms, probably added one at a time
over the years. 
But enough for the travelogue: We went to
Santa Fe to carry on the business of this
organization. (You’ll find the details in the
minutes of the meeting.) ISWNE is doing
well. Membership is increasing gradually
each year. This growth can be attributed
directly to the efforts of our esteemed exec-
utive secretary, CChhaadd  SStteebbbbiinnss. He targets
several states each year and selects likely
editors who are producing good newspa-
pers.
Then he gives them complimentary mem-
berships for a year and hopes that the
publications and other amenities, such as
the problem hotline service, will win them
over.

The plan seems to be working. Member-
ship has grown from 150 in 2002 to 239 in
2008.
But there are reasons to be concerned. The
newspaper field in general is suffering.
When advertisers suffer, when suppliers
suffer, when readers suffer, well, newspa-
pers suffer. We have lost a few members
who have either left the field or felt that
they couldn’t justify the minimal expense
of our dues. So, let’s face it, if newspapers
continue to suffer, ISWNE will suffer. 
Part of our discussion centered on how to
make ISWNE more relevant to newspapers.
The publications and the hotline certainly
provide relevance. But how do we make
sure that there are enough practical and
professional reasons to come to the annual
conference? Good fellowship and great
local attractions provide social reasons, but
as the economy tanks it may take more to
justify leaving the office for five days and
spending the money that it takes to attend
a conference. 
The editorial critique is always the center-
piece of our conferences. Many a newspa-
per has been improved by the comment,
criticism — and sometimes, praise — that
have emanated from these sessions. At
some of the conferences we have had
ethics sessions that have been well attend-
ed and well received. Certainly they have
value, although you may not be able to
attach a dollar amount to them. And, of
course, there are sessions that deal with
political, economic, and social issues pre-
sented by leaders in the various fields that
provide plenty of fodder for editorials and
think-pieces when the editors return home. 
We know that we must stick to the editori-

al side of the business. We won’t venture
into ad sales, circulation matters, or pro-
duction problems. Those issues are han-
dled very well by state and provincial press
associations. Our mission is to stick with
the newsroom. But there are subjects we
can approach.
What about graphics and page design?
Would a different — and possibly better —
look appeal to readers and advertisers and
bring more attention to the content?
Manufacturers spend a lot of money on
packaging. It must be important. The gen-
eral layout might be the focus of some ses-
sions. And then there’s photography. We
could call on outside talent, but we also
have some home-grown experts in this
organization. Most community editors can
use some solid advice on both the techni-
cal procedures and the esthetics of picture-
taking. 
I know we don’t want to detract from the
enjoyment of spending time with friends,
some of whom we see just once a year, or
from the unique attractions of the confer-
ence locations, but there may be other pro-
fessional topics that will draw community
journalists to our conferences in tough eco-
nomic times. 
Any ideas? The start of a new year is a
good time for brainstorming. Perhaps we
can come up with a plan that will attract
and hold members, help them do a better
job, and, along the way, strengthen
ISWNE.
Santa Fe is at an elevation of 7,000 feet,
but perhaps ISWNE can rise even higher.
Cheers, and Happy New Year.
Don Brod can be contacted at
donbrod@earthlink.net.
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Sky-high thoughts from Santa Fe



ISWNE member DDeerreekk  KKiillbboouurrnn and his
wife, SSaarraahh  HHoollmmeess, purchased the
Gabriola Sounder in British Columbia, tak-
ing ownership in mid-October 2008.
“We’ve been so busy getting things going
and moving ourselves out of Alberta that
we’re just now getting the news out,” said
Derek.

Both have been working for Sarah’s father,
ISWNE member RRooggeerr  HHoollmmeess, in
Wainwright, Alberta, for the past four
years, Derek as associate editor of the three
Star News weekly newspapers and Sarah
as pre-press/customer service for the Star
Press printing plant.
Derek will be continuing on as an editor,
taking on some of the ad design and
graphics work. Sarah will be the fourth
generation publisher in her family. Her
great-grandfather Ed Holmes was the pub-
lisher and owner of the Provost News,
roughly 60 miles south of Wainwright. Her
grandfather George and uncles Ron and
Richard (current Provost editor) have all
taken their turns running the family busi-
ness. In the early 1990s Roger and family
moved to Wainwright to take over the
Wainwright Star Chronicle and printing
plant. 
Derek admits he married into the business,
“but it’s just one of the many reasons I’m
lucky to have found Sarah. Roger asked
me to give him two years at the Star to see
if this was a business I was interested in.
Six months in, Sarah and I knew we want-
ed in for much longer.”
While working at Star News, Derek was
able to attend two ISWNE conferences, the
first in 2005 in Edmonton, the second this
past summer in Detroit as the recipient of
the Brian Mazza Memorial Scholarship.
For the three years, the two had been
searching for a weekly newspaper to pur-
chase. 
In early 2008, Sarah was reading the
Canadian Community Newspaper
Association publication, The Publisher,
and found a listing in the classifieds: “For
Sale — Weekly Community newspaper for
sale in the Gulf Islands. Live the good life!”
Through the summer the lawyers did their
thing, while it seemed like the dinner table
was a never-ending pile of proposed budg-
ets, bank applications and plans for how
to make the move work. Then before they
knew it, the house was on the market, the
staff at Star News was bid adios and the
giant U-Haul full of world possessions was
headed west.
Gabriola Island is the northernmost of the
Southern Gulf Islands, which line the east-
ern shore of Vancouver Island. Annual
population varies between 4,500 and 5,500
when the summer populace arrives. The

island is only two miles offshore from the
city of Nanaimo.
Derek said, “It’s been a busy three months
so far. We’ve managed to add more colour
and photography to the paper, and
brought our experience at Star News in to
play when looking at the design of the
papers. The most difficult part so far has
been getting ourselves personally into the
community, getting to know the people,
the issues — neither of us is from here and
to be honest we’d never considered the
idea of moving west until this happened.
We keep telling people we didn’t pick
Gabriola, the island picked us.
“One of the very first things we did was
add an editorial page to the Sounder.
Through a whole number of factors, the
previous ownership had gotten rid of the
editorial space — the paper had no editori-
al at all. I think I’ll be able to hear JJeerreemmyy
WWaallttnneerr’s jaw drop when he reads this.
“Obviously we had to bring that in to the
paper. So far I have been taking it easy on
topics, trying to learn where all the axes
are in the community before I stick my
neck out too far.
“Now we’re just hoping we can find the
time this summer to make a coast-to-coast
trip and see all the ISWNE members in
PEI.”
They can be reached through email at
derek@soundernews.com and
sarah@soundernews.com.
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Derek Kilbourn, Sarah Holmes and their dog,
Carbon (peterholmesphotography.com)
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President Don Brod called the meeting to
order at 9:10 a.m.
1. The minutes of the June 25, 2008, board
meeting in Detroit were approved
(Gay/MacNeill).
2. Stebbins reported ISWNE had $19,500.79
in its checking account and a CD worth
$22,000, for a total net worth of $41,500.79
as of Dec. 31, 2008. ISWNE had a net worth
of $33,303.93 one year earlier. From Jan. 1,
2008, to Dec. 31, 2008, ISWNE showed a net
gain of $7,627.02. From Jan. 1, 2007, to
Dec. 31, 2008, ISWNE showed a net gain of
$14,682.36. Stebbins also reported that the
ISWNE Foundation had a total net worth of
$41,420.85 as of Dec. 31, 2008. The finan-
cial statement was approved
(Waltner/Painter).
3. Stebbins reported ISWNE had 239 paid
members, an increase of 27 from 2008. He
said he had given out 100 complimentary
memberships in 2008 and that so far 11 of
these people had paid dues for 2009 and
joined ISWNE. At the same time, ISWNE
had lost 17 members due to non-payment
of 2008 membership dues. Waltner said he
would like to see a breakdown of members
by working journalists, academicians, and
retired people. The membership report was
approved (Painter/O’Leary).
4. McCord said he was preparing to nomi-
nate someone for the 2009 Eugene Cervi
Award but wanted to get some input from
the ISWNE board. MacNeill said the ISWNE
board had no role in the process. Stebbins
said few nominations had been coming in
over the years and that it was necessary to
alert everyone that they are needed. He said
it was up to the ISWNE past presidents to
make the selection, but there wasn’t a past
president specifically in charge of this func-
tion. Brod said the immediate past presi-
dent could take on this role.
5. Stebbins informed the board of financial
problems Missouri Southern State University
was experiencing and that his own unit’s
budget had been cut by 40 percent. Wood
suggested that ISWNE could pay for all of
its own expenses — the entire cost of run-
ning the office. O’Leary suggested that
rather than mailing out the newsletter and
Grassroots Editor, people could read the
publications online. Brod said many still
preferred reading hard copies. Painter spoke
against ISWNE paying for all its expenses,
saying its revenues might start to decline
given the economic difficulties newspapers
are facing. “It’s not a bad idea to pay our
own way,” Wood said. The board approved

a motion that ISWNE would assume all
costs for one year (Waltner/Wood) by a 4-3
vote.
6. The board discussed the long-term future
of ISWNE in terms of the uncertainty of the
newspaper industry. “The issue is relevance,
rather than budgets,” MacNeill said. “There
will always be working journalists who need
services. We have to broaden ourselves to
who the industry really is.” Painter said
ISWNE must broaden its scope and offer
services that would be attractive to commu-
nity newspapers. “New members will want
to receive more practical items, such as
page design and improving photography.
We need to be a support group for editors.”
Gay said the ISWNE annual conference
should include two or three additional
newspaper seminars. “We’re heavy on
tourism and we spend less time on semi-
nars,” he said. Waltner objected to the tone
of the discussion, saying, “We’re talking like
we’re broken. We’re as good as we’ve ever
been.” MacNeill said the annual confer-
ences were not attracting working journal-
ists, except for those who were awarded
scholarships.
7. Donna Remer provided a final account-
ing and report for the 2008 Detroit confer-
ence, which made a profit of $3,755.48. “I
did not expect to be returning this much,
but we saved money at the last minute due
to cancellation of the Ford Rouge tour,”
Remer wrote. “The Piquette tour was less
expensive. Also, there was no fee for the
Reuther Library, the Woodward Avenue
Action Committee speakers or for the recep-

tion at the General Motors Heritage Center
— thanks to Jack Harned from SPJ Detroit
who arranged it at the last minute.” The
board approved Remer’s report
(Painter/Wood).
8. MacNeill presented an overview of the
2009 Prince Edward Island conference,
which he projects will face a deficit of
$1,124 based on 100 people attending. He
said the hospitality suite and silent auction
will be held in the same room, which might
increase the auction proceeds. MacNeill
said it would be less expensive for confer-
ence-goers to fly into Halifax, Nova Scotia,
rather than Charlottetown, PEI. Waltner
volunteered his father, Tim, to assist with
the editorial critiques.
9. Condliffe proposed to host the 2011 con-
ference during the first week of July at the
University of Warwick in Coventry, about
20 miles from Birmingham, England. He
said Albert Scardino and Geraldine
Boorman had pledged sponsorships, but the
conference would still cost around £500 per
person. The board approved a motion to
hold the 2011 conference in England
(Waltner/Painter).
10. Stebbins presented a proposal from
ISWNE member Dick Crockford to hold the
2012 conference at the University of
Montana Western in Dillon. Crockford had
met with Chancellor Richard Storey and
Kathy Simkins, the director of conference
and events services for UMW, and had
received an enthusiastic response. The uni-
versity has a retreat center up in the moun-
tains, about 20 miles from Dillon, that
could be used for a program and barbecue
in a rustic setting. The board expressed con-
cern over the shared shower and bathroom
facilities in the residence hall and asked
Crockford to investigate other possibilities.
Transportation to Dillon from the nearest
airport (in Butte, 64 miles away) might also
present a problem. (After the board meet-
ing, Crockford said he would determine if
the University of Montana in Missoula
would be a viable conference location.)
11. Waltner updated the board on his
efforts to obtain a golden statue to present
to the Golden Quill winner. “It’s turning out
to be more of a hassle than I ever anticipat-
ed,” he said. He said Bennett Gallery in
southern California had increased its fee
from $800 to between $2,000-$3,000 to
make the mold, and that he was exploring
other possibilities. MacNeill said symbols
such as the chain of office, the mace, and
the president’s gavel were all crucial to 
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ISWNE’s legacy and that he preferred to
spend the money to create another one. The
board approved a motion to pay up to
$2,500 (in addition to $800 in seed money
already received) for a mold that it would
then own (MacNeill/Waltner). 
12. The board took no action on a sugges-
tion from the ISWNE Foundation board to
add a college/university winner to the
Golden Dozen contest and perhaps calling
it the “Baker’s Dozen.”  MacNeill said, “The
Golden Quill is for working journalists.”
13. The board approved the selection of
Jackie McKeown, editor of the Newry
Democrat in Northern Ireland, as the 2009
Greenslade Bursary recipient.
14. Waltner and Painter reported on the
editorial critique session they presented at
the Nevada Press Association convention on
Sept. 27. “We need to continue to do things
like this on a regular basis,” Waltner said.
Painter said they could have used some pro-
motional material to distribute. “We need
something promoting our members who

have done some amazing work, such as
Hazel Brannon Smith,” MacNeill said.
Waltner said he was willing to take a lead-
ership role in contacting other state and
provincial press associations to secure other
speaking engagements.
15. Stebbins reported that Vickie Canfield
Peters had suggested hiring someone to
index Grassroots Editor from 1971 to the
present and paying $1,000 for the project.
(An index from the journal’s founding in
1960 to 1970 already exists.) “It would be
not only a boost to the history project, but
we could post it online and allow other
researchers to take advantage of the vast
resources contained in the drawers of file
cabinets at MSSU,” she said. The board
deferred a decision until its next meeting.
16. Stebbins asked for ideas for themes for
upcoming issues of Grassroots Editor and
received the following responses: a newspa-
per’s liability for reader comments, the
Internet and how it relates to newspapers,
living in an online world, multimedia jour-

nalism and how reporters have to be “jacks
of all trades,” weeklies competing with
dailies, and how to re-establish a newspa-
per’s franchise on the Internet.
17. The board discussed holding the 2010
winter meeting in Orlando, Fla., as the city
would be more accessible.
18. In its annual review of Stebbins, the
board expressed an interest in continuing
its relationship with him, regardless of
whether he remains at MSSU or moves else-
where. He was given a $250 raise, and the
board agreed to continue paying his
expenses to the board meetings and confer-
ences. He and his wife, Laurel, will continue
to receive conference scholarships. The
board also amended the Waltner/Wood
motion that ISWNE assume all costs for one
year, instead giving Stebbins the discretion
to pay postage and other expenses as he
sees fit (Waltner/Wood, passed 7-0).

The board adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

Paul MacNeill Charles Gay and Jeremy Condliffe

Don Brod and 
Chad  Stebbins

Kris O’Leary and Chris Wood
Jim Painter and Jeremy Waltner
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Gisele McKnight now working for a daily
GGiisseellee  MMccKKnniigghhtt, formerly the editor of the Kings County Record in
Sussex, New Brunswick, has accepted a promotion within her compa-
ny, Brunswick News, and is now the opinion page editor of the Daily
Gleaner newspaper in Fredericton, N.B. 
This came after winning two editorial writing awards last year. She
was a member of the ISWNE’s Golden Dozen in 2008, and placed first
in the best national editorial category of the Atlantic Community
Newspapers Association’s Better Newspapers Competition in May.
McKnight now writes six editorials a week and designs/produces the
editorial and op-ed pages every day. This includes editing letters to the
editor and columns, and consulting with the Gleaner’s cartoonist.
“This job is very concentrated on one thing as opposed to running the
whole show like I used to,” she says. “I filled in for the assignment edi-
tor over the holidays and that was much more what I used to do, so it
was a nice change. But all in all, it was a good move for me. I wasn’t
unhappy at the KCR at all, but I like a new challenge. The only down-
side is the commute — 75 minutes one way. I used to walk to work.”

TownNews.com promotes Gary Sosniecki
GGaarryy  SSoossnniieecckkii has been promoted to general manager of Creative
Services for TownNews.com, managing a staff that creates high-
impact ads and special sections for newspaper Web sites.
“I’m also still a regional sales manager specializing in weekly newspa-
pers,” he says. “As part of that job, I continue to speak at press con-
ventions and workshops on ‘Web Solutions for Community
Newspapers.’ My speaking schedule through March includes
Wyoming, Kentucky, Alberta, Iowa, Ohio, Oklahoma and South
Carolina. I look forward to meeting ISWNE members at each stop.”

David Giffey wins first place for local columns
The Wisconsin Newspaper Association (WNA) has announced that
DDaavviidd  GGiiffffeeyy’s “Another Story” weekly column won first place in the
local column category of the 2008 Better Newspaper Contest.
The award was based on a series of columns rather than a single
entry. Giffey, editor of the Home News in Spring Green, submitted
three: a reminiscence of a one-room country school Christmas pro-
gram, a humorous and political posthumous interview with Molly
Ivins, and the comfort and economy of preserving wild and home-
grown food.
The awards were presented at the WNA awards banquet Jan. 30 in
Green Bay. Members of the Texas Press Association judged the con-
tests.

Bill Haupt volunteering at Thai orphanage
ISWNE Foundation President BBiillll  HHaauupptt is volunteering at an orphan-
age in Chiang Mai, Thailand, and staying with a longtime friend
from Lodi, Wis.
The orphanage is sponsored by the Thai government and is home to
about 250 children, ranging in age from newborns to age 18. About
40 of them have AIDS.
“After just three days of visiting and working there, I think my heart
will soon be on the endangered species list,” Haupt emailed. “The chil-
dren are so joyful and sweet and their circumstances are often so trag-
ic.”
Haupt has rented a motorbike (a Honda 150) in order to explore the
city of Chiang Mai, population 200,000. He plans a weeklong trip to
Vietnam in February.
“Turn signals, lane propriety and speed limits are apparently Greek to
the Thai driver,” Haupt said. “And don’t forget the easy-to-read Thai
script with English sub-titles. It’s an adjustment for sure, but I’m gain-
ing on it and I really appreciate the independence and freedom it
offers.”

ISWNEWSNEWS

ISWNE new member
CChhuucckk  BBrroowwnn is a journalist and
photographer in the border commu-
nity of St. Stephen, New Brunswick.
Born and raised in Pickering, Ont.,
Brown earned his journalism degree
at Centennial College in 1993.
After freelancing with the Toronto
Star, he came east to join the twice-
weekly Saint Croix Courier. In 1997
he became the paper’s editor and in
2000 he took a reporting position
with the provincial daily, the Telegraph-Journal. In 2007,
Brown returned to the Courier, excited to help the newspaper of
record for the community he’s called home for 15 years. His sto-
ries and photos have appeared in papers across Canada and in
the U.S.
Brown writes a weekly humour column, “Out There,” for the
Courier and the Guelph Mercury. He is the 2007 winner of the
Ontario Newspaper Association’s Sandy Baird Award for
Humour Writing. He has appeared in book form in the
Girlfriend’s Guide to Football and the Penguin Anthology of
Canadian Humour.



By RRoobbeerrtt  EEssttaabbrrooookk
The Lakeville Journal
Lakeville, Conn.
Dec. 25, 2008

Circumstances beyond my control compel
me to end the regular appearance of this
column. That is a decision made with
great reluctance, because apart from my
bride of 66 years (on Dec. 22), this newspa-
per has been the great love of my life. But
demands of advancing age are inexorable.
The Christmas issue of The Lakeville
Journal 38 years ago announced its sale to
MMaarryy  LLoouu and me. I had been on the staff
of The Washington Post as an editorial
writer, editor and foreign correspondent for
25 years, and she had shared my ancillary
responsibilities. Now we had been captivat-
ed by the beauty of the Tri-state Corner
and the opportunities the newspaper
offered. In June of 1972 the then-publisher
of The Millerton News, John Hager, ap-
proached us with an offer to sell his paper,
and we borrowed the money to buy it.
During those years Mary Lou contributed
her photography and I produced more
than 2,500 columns apart from much
other writing. The column got its present
name in 1973 when Salisbury First
Selectman Bill Barnett, at the urging of
Donald Knowlton, appointed me a town
perambulator with the duty of walking the
bounds to report on the integrity of the
borders with Massachusetts and New York.
In addition to doing a lot of hiking, I
viewed this as a license to perambulate
verbally anywhere my fancy took me.
Manifold changes have come to the corner
since then, including sophisticated devel-
opment pressures, but thanks to prudent
restraint with perhaps a dash of good luck
the area has avoided the glitz of the
Hamptons and retained its rural charm. To
be sure, many years have elapsed since
anyone has heard a whippoorwill, whose
shrill cries used to echo from the evening
hillsides, or the occasional mournful loon
at Twin Lakes. But in the wildlife depart-
ment the black bear population has virtu-
ally exploded and the occasional moose is
no longer a rarity. 
In terms of government the rural towns
have mostly been well served. Competence
and vision may have varied, but there has
been no evidence of the corruption associ-
ated with the cities. Many of the elected
officials sent to Hartford and Albany and
Washington have been of superior quality.

But local economies have been hard hit
and too many persons must work two or
three jobs.
Physically the appearance of the area has
reflected controlled change, mostly for the
better. Millerton has undergone a remark-
able renaissance. The center of business in
the town of Salisbury has migrated from
Lakeville to Salisbury village, thanks in
part to the off-street shopping center there.
For a while there was a penchant for mov-
ing buildings; for example, the onetime
corner jewelry store in Lakeville is now an
apartment building several blocks away.

*  *  *  *  *

The point is that essential values have
remained, aided by a lively sense of histo-
ry. Historic districts have preserved essen-
tial architectural values. The new Upper
Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area
has brought federal help to various histori-
cal projects. The prized Canaan Union
Station is well on the way to restoration.
There has been phenomenal expansion of
healthcare facilities, including the success
of the sale of Sharon Hospital to a for-prof-
it organization that has carried out
improvements. Long-term care and retire-
ment complexes like Noble Horizons and
Geer Memorial augment the choices. The
Taconic Learning Center is a welcome cul-
tural addition, Music Mountain, the
Hotchkiss and Salisbury schools and vari-
ous musical groups offer concerts in every
season. There are also abundant forums
and public lectures.
The Lakeville Journal papers have under-
gone a transition from hot type to photo-
composition to total computerization, from
in-house printing on their aged web press
to electronic production elsewhere. How to
make constructive use of the Internet is a
constant challenge.

*  *  *  *  *

One task I enjoyed was conducting occa-
sional exercises in language and gram-
mar. Elisabeth Childs of Norfolk urged me
to discuss the differences between “lay”
and “lie.” “Lay” is a transitive verb requir-
ing an object, as in “I lay the book on the
table. “Lie” is intransitive. You can’t lie
something down, although in a different
sense you can try to lie yourself out of a

predicament if
you are a presi-
dent trying to jus-
tify his invasion
of Iraq.
I used to enjoy
discussing the
weather with Mrs.
Childs’ husband,
the late Ted
Childs, who was
the U.S. meteoro-
logical observer
for many years. I
learned a lot from
him and wrote monthly weather sum-
maries for The Journal. I also had a com-
puterized system of my own that kept track
of temperatures, wind velocity, rainfall and
the like until a nearby lightning strike fried
it. Too bad.

*  *  *  *  *

Browsing through The American Scholar, I
came across a passage written in 1630, 378
years ago, by John Winthrop, governor of
the Massachusetts Bay Colony. He urged
fellow Puritans to “do justly, to love mercy,
to walk humbly with our God, for this end,
we must be knit together in this work as
one man, we must entertain each other in
brotherly affection, we must be willing to
abridge ourselves if our superfluities, for
the supply of others’ necessities, we must
uphold a familiar commerce together in
all meekness, gentleness, patience and lib-
erality, we must delight in each other,
make each other’s conditions our own,
rejoice together, mourn together, labor,
and suffer together ... so shall we keep the
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.”
Substitute nation and world for the
Massachusetts Bay Colony. Isn’t that what
we are really seeking for ourselves and for
peoples everywhere as we undertake an
exciting new adventure with a new presi-
dent and new ideas? It seems an appropri-
ate note on which to end my formal per-
ambulating career — always reserving the
right to erupt and venture forth again if
the spirit moves me.
So long to all of you who have put up with
my scribbling. It has been a great adven-
ture.
Robert Estabrook can be contacted at
restabrook01@comcast.net.
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By DDiicckk  DDrryyssddaallee
Editor and publisher
The Herald of Randolph
Randolph, Vt.
Dec. 4, 2008

Dick Drysdale put the following message
on top of his front page on Dec. 4, 2008,
when The Herald became the first newspa-
per in Vermont to charge one dollar per
copy. He says reaction has been good so
far.

A Buck for The Herald?
Starting with this issue, a single copy of
The Herald costs a dollar.
Raising prices in financially tough times
may seem hard-hearted, and it certainly is
risky, but it is a risk we are determined to
take, to combat increasing costs, including
postal costs, and to pay our people what
they deserve to be paid.
In a world of rising prices for food and
other necessities, we are convinced that

The Herald is worth more than 75 cents,
which is what it has cost since 2001.
Take the case of M&Ms, which just a cou-
ple of years ago sold for 69 cents. A small
package of M&Ms now costs 89 cents in
some stores, and 99 cents in others.
Considering all the useful, entertaining,
thoughtful, money-saving, and downright
important material that we create each
and every week, all of it crafted to serve
our very own communities, we are confi-
dent that a copy of The Herald of
Randolph is worth at least as much as a
package of M&Ms!
Weekly newspapers generally cost more
than daily newspapers, for the simple rea-
son that you have to shell out for them
just once a week. Many daily newspapers
in Vermont have now moved to 75 cents
(that’s $5.25 a week), and it is time for
weeklies to re-claim their traditional price
margin. And if you don’t want to pay a
buck, remember that a year’s in-state sub-
scription to The Herald, at $33, buys you
the paper, delivered to your door, for under

64 cents.
You may have
heard that these
are difficult eco-
nomic times for
newspapers, and
that is true,
though communi-
ty newspapers like
The Herald have
so far been insu-
lated from the
worst of the trend.
In this competi-
tive environment, the newspapers that will
succeed and survive will be newspapers
which become a vital part of their commu-
nities, give indispensable service to their
readers — and are not afraid to assert the
value of their work and their workers, and
to claim fair payment for that work.
The Herald intends to be that kind of
newspaper.
Dick Drysdale can be contacted at 
editor@OurHerald.com.
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Dick Drysdale

Stringer ($10 to $99)
Edith Boys Enos
Ellen Albanese

Mary Lou and Bob Estabrook
Garrett and Nina Ray

Cub reporter ($100 to $199)
Gary and Helen Sosniecki

Jane Steinmetz
Robert B. Trapp

Bill and Jan Haupt
Tim L. Waltner

Copy editor ($200 to $299)
Phoebe Baker

Vickie Canfield Peters
Anonymous

Editorial page editor ($300 to $399)
Robert Trapp

Managing editor ($400 to $499)
Albert Scardino

Editor in chief ($500 to $999)
Tom Wills

Jim and Gail Painter
Donald and Deborah Brod

Publisher ($1,000)
Burt & Ursula Freireich

Named scholarship ($10,000)

Total raised: $4,704

ISWNE Foundation Contributors
since Dec. 1, 2008
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By LLeesslliiee  OO’’DDoonnnneellll
Editor
Nutfield Publishing
Londonderry, NH

I think it’s safe to say that virtually all of us in
the news business understand the adrenaline
rush we get from a major storm. From those
first weather reports, we plan our news cover-
age, who will go where, what kind of photos
will work, how we can focus on the human
angle.
We don’t need the extremes of a Hurricane
Katrina, although I’ve always admired and
kind of envied the New Orleans Times-
Picayune’s post-Katrina T-shirt slogan, “We
Publish Come Hell and High Water.”
So when a crippling ice storm blanketed much
of New Hampshire on the night of Dec. 11 —
to those of us who heard it, it was the night of
the breaking trees — and turned off the lights
and heat for days, the question arose as to
how the three weeklies I edit would be pub-
lished.

The electricity was off at the home of everyone
on staff except for two reporters. The office was
without power, as was the home of the pub-
lishers. We cover five towns, and our staff live
in a total of six communities, almost all with-
out power.
The storm struck on a Thursday night. The
reporters all have laptops, so at least they
could write. We start production in earnest on
Monday, and finish up and go to print on
Tuesday, with the papers carrying a Thursday
dateline. Late Saturday afternoon, I was one of
the lucky ones to have my electricity restored.
The office was not so lucky. What were we
going to do? I never thought about not print-
ing the papers — our towns depended on
them.
So on Sunday night, I suggested establishing a
remote office at my house, where I have wire-
less Internet. With most of our readers without
electricity, a newspaper record of the storm
was going to be something I knew would help
people feel connected in the midst of disarray.
Monday arrived, and the power situation was

unchanged. That
morning, cars
began filling my
driveway, and an
assortment of com-
puters, keyboards,
power backups
and cell phones
filled my house.
We moved the
kitchen table into
the room with my
desk and comput-
er, and with pro-
duction on one
side of the long table and reporters — who
stopped in throughout the day — on the other,
we went to work.
And I’d have to say, we got the job done very
efficiently.
Meanwhile, ad salespersons were on their cell
phones in the kitchen, calling for late ads and
coming in to check proofs. And my dogs and
cats paid occasional visits to check out the new
people.
The storm stories arrived throughout the
evening, and the following morning, we were
back in the “remote office,” updating the
storm coverage and getting in the latest news
possible before deadline.
When everything was over, we were 45 min-
utes late getting the last of the three papers to
the press.
There’s a lot to be said for a virtual newsroom,
which is how I normally work — I’m home
three days a week editing and e-mailing, and I
go into the office only on production days,
where I don’t paginate — never will — but
where I edit late stories, work with the co-pub-
lisher, who does the pagination — and do the
final proofing. During the storm and the use of
my home as the “remote office,” we stream-
lined that process into one room. And it
worked.
Of course, we were lucky this time. I had the
room, the wireless, and the electricity in time
to make the deadline.
But a crisis like this brings out the best in most
newspeople, who thankfully just don’t seem to
understand what “we can’t do this” means.
Leslie O’Donnell can be contacted at
zoenh@comcast.net.

Leslie O’Donnell

Just like being back in a newsroom bullpen, a room in ISWNE member Leslie O’Donnell’s house was
transformed into a newspaper office following the December ice storm in New Hampshire. With power
out for almost a week at Nutfield Publishing in Londonderry, the office computers were moved to
O’Donnell’s Raymond home, where power was restored after two days. Pictured around the relocated
kitchen table from left are reporters Matt Rittenhouse and Robin Respaut, and Nutfield owner-publishers
Chris and Debra Paul, working on layout and classified ads, respectively. O’Donnell is at her usual desk
at back. (Photo by Mike O’Donnell)



By Bill Reader
Assistant professor
E.W. Scripps School of Journalism
Ohio University

Moral Reasoning for Journalists, second
edition, by Steven Knowlton and Bill
Reader, published Dec. 30, 2008 by
Praeger
This substantial revision of
Knowlton’s original book
combines an overview of the
development of journalism
ethics in the West, strategies for
discussing and making ethical
decisions on deadline, and more
than two dozen real and con-
temporary case studies that
exemplify the complexities of
journalism ethics across various
media and cultures (cases span
the globe, from the U.S. to Britain
to Somalia to India, and the
breadth of journalism practice,

from small-town newspapers to tabloid TV
to national political magazines, even one
case involving academe itself).
The cases are grouped by core principles of
ethical journalism practice to help illus-
trate those basic principles. It also includes
a simple-to-follow, step-by-step procedure

to help students and profes-
sionals make ethical
decisions on deadline.
It is not a general
“media ethics” book, of
which there are several
very good variations
currently on the
shelves (many of
them written by or
including contribu-
tions from some of
you, books that I
use often in my
own teaching and
research). It is,
perhaps in an

old-school way, intentionally limited to
journalism: as we say in the introduction,
journalism may have many similarities to
other media forms, but “journalism has its
own history, its own philosophies, and its
own problems to solve.” We hope that this
book will add to the good thinking in older
(but still important) journalism-only ethics
books.
If you come across a copy, I hope you will
do me the courtesy of flipping through it
and sending comments, pro and con, my
way. Steven and I are hoping to produce a
third edition someday, if the market sup-
ports it, and suggestions for refinement
would be most welcome from you, some of
the finest scholars and professionals I have
known.
ISWNE member Bill Reader can be contact-
ed at reader@ohio.edu. He will be speaking
at the upcoming ISWNE conference in
Prince Edward Island.

By Leslie O’Donnell
Editor
Nutfield Publishing
Londonderry, NH
Dec. 25, 2008

When will the lights come back on? When
will we be warm? When can we go home?
When will life get back to normal?
As the hours became days and the days
became a second week, New Hampshire resi-
dents were showing the strain of having to
live without electricity. And as the snow
started in earnest Friday and the weekend
wind chill plummeted to zero, townspeople
wanted answers, and they wanted them
now.
We know we’ve been through an extraordi-
nary “weather event,” we know PSNH has
more outages to deal with — and over a
wider area — than in any other storm, but
what we don’t know is when the lights
would come back on.
And that’s the problem.
It’s partly a problem of human nature — we

want what we want when we want it, right
now. It’s partly the reality that the state’s
electric utilities have to focus on repairing
lines in a logical order, not responding to
every resident or town official’s questions.
And it’s partly the fault of the utilities that
they aren’t being a little more specific and a
lot more forthcoming about when power
will be restored, and why it’s taking so long.
If their answer is truly “I don’t know when
we will have the line to your house fixed,”
that, too, should be said.
No agency that provides a vital public serv-
ice should be reluctant to update the public
about what lies ahead. If power will be out
for four more days, tell us. We can handle
information. What we can’t handle is the
lack of information, leaving us frustrated
and angry.
This “weather event” will go down in mete-
orological lore. It crippled the most populous
region of the state, laid waste to a phenome-
nal number of power lines and poles and
transformers, and led to a small army of
repair crews converging from near and far.
In our hearts, we understand that damage

of this magnitude
is not fixed in a
day, or in a week.
But we don’t
deserve to be left
in the metaphori-
cal dark.
Just tell us that
power is two weeks
away on X Street
because the main
line on Q Place
has to be rebuilt
from the ground
up. We won’t like
it, but at least we’ll know.
Whether you’re celebrating Christmas by
candlelight, long after midnight services are
done, marking the holiday to the sound of a
generator, or sitting in a well-lit, warm
home, all of us at Nutfield Publishing wish
you the joys of the season. And the belief
that there is, indeed, light at the end of the
tunnel.
Leslie O’Donnell can be contacted at
zoenh@comcast.net.
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By Byron Brewer
Frankfort, Ky.

It started as a friendship between two men
from different worlds. This month, more
than one and a half centuries later, Scott
Countians and other Kentuckians will wel-
come strangers from across an ocean and
learn to call them friends.
In 1841, an American whaling boat rescued
five shipwrecked Japanese fishermen who
were marooned on a remote Pacific island.
Among the five was a 14-year-old boy called
Manjiro whose intelligence and good nature
soon earned him great respect among the
American crew. He was given the name
John and taken back to Fairhaven, Mass., to
receive an American education. Under the
care of the ship’s captain, William H.
Whitfield, Manjiro studied not only English,
science and navigation but also American
culture and values — freedom, democracy
and hospitality.
At that time, Japan was under the rule of
the Tokugawa Shogunate, whose policy of
isolationism meant that leaving the country
was an offense punishable by death.
However, after 10 years in America, Manjiro
was determined to return home, to pass on

the knowledge and good will he had
received from Whitfield and the community
of Fairhaven. Not long after his return to
Japan, Commodore Matthew Calbraith
Perry arrived, calling for an end to isolation-
ism, an event which led to the birth of mod-
ern Japan. John Manjiro played a crucial
role in those events, both interpreting and
negotiating for the Shogunate, and introduc-
ing American culture and technology to the
Japanese.
The friendship between Manjiro and
Whitfield, and between their descendants
down through the decades, will soon take
root in our community as part of a visit by
residents from all parts of Japan courtesy of
the Japan-Kentucky Cultural Exchange and
the Japan-based Center for International
Exchange.
And helping this particular grassroots effort
grow is Host City Planning Chair Linda
Glass, former owner of Georgetown Flowers.
Linda, a longtime friend, told me that when
the Center for International Exchange decid-
ed that it would be bringing visitors to
Kentucky this year, the organization con-
tacted the Japan-America Society of
Kentucky and Toyota for assistance. Joining
Linda on the local planning committee are

Paul Poland,
Earlene Arnett,
Anna Isaacs, Patsy
Rich, Kelly
McEuen, Marjorie
Baker, John
Simpson, Dale
Stowe and hus-
band Butch.
On Oct. 22, nearly
200 visitors from
all over Japan will
arrive in
Lexington. On Oct.
23, the group will
tour the Lexington area and that evening
there will be an official welcoming ceremo-
ny at Keeneland. After more sightseeing the
morning of Oct. 24, the group will disperse
to 10 Central Kentucky communities —
including Georgetown!
Our community, Linda told me, will host 17
people who will stay in the homes of 14
local families who have volunteered to show
these guests about Scott County life. Some of
the time spent will be planned, such as a
welcoming dinner Oct. 24 at Cardome, a
tour of Evans Orchard the morning of Oct.
25, and a farewell party and hayride at a
Sadieville farm on the evening of Oct. 26.
From Japan to Sadieville in one week: Now
that is grassroots!
Our visitors, and those in other communi-
ties, will also be given time to just relax with
their host families and build friendships,
Linda said. The exchange will conclude Oct.
27 in Louisville with tours of some Louisville
attractions and an official closing ceremony
and celebration at the Kentucky Center. 
“I have been involved in many Sister City
activities with Tahara-cho and its people for
nearly 20 years,” Linda said. “This Japan-
Kentucky exchange is different from that,
even though the goals are similar. This
group of visitors will be from all over Japan
rather than just one prefecture.
“We’re excited about this additional oppor-
tunity to extend Kentucky hospitality to
some new friends from Japan.”
And the most exciting aspect about this
visit, which owes its origin to a 167-year-old
friendship between an American whaling
captain and a Japanese fisherman? Two of
the guests coming to Georgetown are
descendants of the Manjiro family.
Byron Brewer can be contacted at 
b-rbrewer@hotmail.com.
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ISWNE new member
GGaaiill  MMaarrttiinn is editor of the Elmira (Ontario) Independent,
a position she has held since 1998. Prior to that, she served
as the senior reporter in a two-person newsroom, after
graduating from Toronto’s Ryerson University in 1996. And
prior to that, Martin studied pre-med in her home province
of Alberta, before realizing that she was much better suited
to journalism.
Martin has a passion for community journalism, believing
that small towns deserve quality reporting, just as much as
the big cities do. This means covering everything from
activities of the local Scouting organization, to ongoing water-contamination issues
that involve a local chemical company.
In spite of difficult economic times, the Elmira Independent has managed to main-
tain a loyal, faithful audience, and has enjoyed a good relationship with its readers
and local community organizations. While readers may not always agree with the
stance of the paper, it has earned a certain level of respect, for honouring its commit-
ment to report on “whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, and
whatsoever things are just.” (Phil 4:8)
Martin has overseen many changes at the Independent, most recently moving to
twice-weekly publication with the Elmira Independent Weekender, as well as a
redesign and move to InDesign. She looks forward to new challenges and new stories
in 2009.



By RRaayy  LLaaaakkaanniieemmii

Big Box Reuse, Julia Christensen,  The MIT
Press, (c) 2008, 230 pp., ISBN 978-0-262-
03379-4
Across the U.S. and Canada, there may be
thousands of empty “big box” stores that
major retailers have outgrown and moved
into even larger “bigger boxes.”
Author Julia Christensen says retailers gen-
erally stay five to seven years in a store
before moving to a bigger one. Of course,
some of the big boxes go out of business as
well.
So what happens to the empty stories?
Some sit for years, some are never re-used.
But Christensen profiles ten case studies of
what companies and communities have
done with these buildings.
In short, the 10 she profiles have become
senior centers, county justice centers, an
indoor race track later to be turned into a
strip mall, charter schools, Head Start build-
ings, museums, libraries, chapels and even
a health center in a parking lot post-
Katrina.
My overall impression, and I often won-
dered what became of these buildings, is
that it takes big money, big ideas, and a lot
of community cooperation — and a lot of
time.
Christensen visited at least 30 of the recy-
cled buildings across the country, and the
stories vary as much as the 

communities themselves. But some things
stand out.
Charter schools, a relatively recent phenom-
enon, have taken to this idea. “I have seen
more charter schools in big boxes that I
have seen any other type of institution,”
Christensen says.
These moves take time. A community foun-
dation in Wisconsin Rapids, which had a
22-28 percent senior citizen population, said
its building was “18 years in the making.”
The library-museum in Lebanon, Mo., did
not get into action until a person who
owned two-thirds of the vacant building
donated it to a school district as a tax write-
off. And a Head Start in Hastings, Neb.,
took years to work out satisfactory terms
after a tornado ripped off the roof of its first
building and broke the sprinklers, dumping
eight inches of water on the original build-
ing.
Some of the uses are individual and unique.
The Hormel Company in Austin, Minn.,
took a store vacant 10 years and made its
corporate headquarters alongside the Spam
Museum, which now attracts 10,000 visitors
a year. And a church in Pinellas Park, Fla.,
with 3,300 members moved into its second
big box, with a 5,200-square-foot lobby,
building on a pay-as-you-go basis.
The stories are as interesting as the finan-
cial details and the design solutions in
working with 50,000 and more square feet.
For example, a big box in Round Rock,

Texas, where Michael Dell started a com-
puter company which grew to 30,000
employees, was converted into an indoor
go kart track with Monday and Tuesday
night racing leagues. Many of the com-
puter technicians loved it, but the build-
ing was only rented and the landlord
pulled the plug and made it into a strip
mall.
The library in Lebanon, Mo., right
along the famed Route 66, decided to
combine the library and a Route 66
Museum, focusing on library aspects
(books, memorabilia, lore) of the
Mother Road. The library, with a
small staff, was built in a circular
fashion so a few staff members

could see what
was happening
throughout the
library. A Route
66-themed restau-
rant was also built
in, and the com-
munity itself
raised more than
$2 million in
donations.
Bardstown, Ky.,
the home of “My
Old Kentucky
Home” and the
“Bourbon Capital of the World” did not use
the old big box, but built a justice center
that tied into the architectural tone of the
community while using the large parking
lot the big box left behind.
Assume there will be problems working with
anything this big or complex. Some agree-
ments state that specific competitors will
not be allowed to use this facility “for 100
years.” Rents can be astronomical, so large
that some schools rent out a portion of their
building to commercial enterprisers. And
situations have arisen where one or two
people own the building and yet another
owns the land on which it stands.
If your community is growing and a big
box store wants to come in, there is a guide
to dealing with this situation: Jennifer
Evans-Cowley’s Meeting the Big Box
Challenge, available for $48 from
Amazon.com or the American Planning
Association.
And then there are the fun angles.
Christensen reports at least three church
sanctuaries have been built in what were
produce sections of the big box stores
because that was the largest area without
support columns in the previous buildings.
And if you are ever in Austin, Minn., just
down the street from the Spam Museum
you will find smaller shops that have taken
advantage of the increased tourist traffic
and offer Spam burgers, Spam casseroles
and even Spam Eggs Benedict.
Ray Laakaniemi can be contacted at
rlaakan@bgsu.edu.
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By David Giffey
Home News
Spring Green, Wis.
Dec. 17, 2008

Consideration of time past and yet to come
is always critical in a newspaper. Much of
our subject matter relies on the timing of
community calendar events, meeting
notices, school schedules, and what’s for
lunch when at the senior centers.
Relying on a too-fallible memory was
abandoned long ago, and extreme meas-
ures were undertaken, like writing dates
down on scraps of paper so they could be
lost and misplaced. There followed the wise
decision to transcribe dates onto calendars
which were somewhat more difficult to
lose, but we managed.
A really foolproof technique was then put
in place. The dates were repeatedly record-
ed on at least two pocket calendars and
one large desk calendar. To ensure that the
desk calendar was never misplaced, it
became necessary to weight it down with
stacks of papers. 
Obscuring the calendar beneath stacks of
papers assured its permanent location on
the desk. It also made it possible to forget
to refer to the calendar, hidden as it was,
in a timely fashion so that we may have
missed some things, rarely.

As an amateur adherent to a theory of cir-
cular time, this might be the time to dust
off the virtual memory approach, and toss
the calendars since hard copy doesn’t work
that well either, if you forget to use it.
A year-end obsession with time is built into
journalism due to the imagined or expect-
ed need to recount the highlights of
human activity during the past 12 months.
I’m halfway through 2008, a painful time
to recall with local flood damage and
destruction at its zenith. We’ll run the cur-
sory reviews of 2008 in the weeks to come.
Valuable and moving evidence of the circle
of time was received over the weekend
when we honored the life of a cherished
elder known to us for 50 years, and partici-
pated in her funeral with our lifelong
friends, her children. That was Friday and
Saturday.
On Sunday, we were present for the bap-
tism of a new person — two months new
— whose name, in English translation,
means “Forever Young.”
Either sage or cynic would be hard pressed
to discount the symbolic message of the
weekend. It’s a perfect circle. The life ends
of a beloved person, and the life begins of
a beloved person. The observer is fortunate
simply in being present, and is left to sort
among memories and aspirations for com-
fort, meaning, peace, and resolution. 

For some, it’s a
time of year to
make resolutions,
which probably
should have been
made earlier.
That’s okay. The
effort counts. As
bluesman B.B.
King encourages in
one of his mono-
logues, it’s always
a good time to say
you’re sorry if
someone seems
mad at you because, even if you don’t
know what happened, chances are you did
something wrong.
That pretty much sums up the humbling
data recorded by the archconservative
Wisconsin Policy Research Institute in its
2008 citizen survey. A stinging result,
shocking and stinging I say, was reported
in state residents’ rating of the “honesty
and ethics of people in different fields.”
Only 17 percent of you rated journalists
“high” in the honesty and ethics areas. We
finished only slightly above corporate
executives (12 percent), Wisconsin politi-
cians (11 percent), car salesman (9 per-
cent), and lobbyists (7 percent). Firefighters
achieved the most highs, followed by the
National Guard, medical doctors, clergy,
teachers, bankers, and labor union leaders.
You, the people, apparently weren’t asked
to pass judgment on some other important
occupations like Green Bay Packers, fash-
ion models, or farmers. 
So in spite of what we might feel are hon-
est efforts to be on time, to be accurate,
and to report sensibly, Wisconsin residents
judge journalists below average where it
really counts. Does this mean we’ll be
dodging thrown shoes the next time we
show up to cover a meeting? 
We hope not. Just in case, may we suggest
a New Year’s resolution along these lines:
Be it resolved that journalists aren’t that
bad, or words to that effect. 
That way, after the wizened old 2008 guy
with the scythe and the naked 2009 cherub
with fat toes cross paths in a couple of
weeks, we can continue to write another
story.
David Giffey can be contacted at 
giffeyhomenews@yahoo.com.
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David Giffey

ISWNE new member
BBaarrbbaarraa  MMuussssmmaann is publisher of the Wright County
Monitor in Clarion, Iowa. She grew up in northern
Montana and Colorado, arriving in the Midwest with a
twangy accent, at Cornell College in Mount Vernon, Iowa,
where she majored in psychology and elementary educa-
tion.
After teaching for eight years, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and
Faribault, Minn., she and her husband bought the
Kanawha (Iowa) Reporter. That paper led to ownership of
the nearby Wright County Monitor. She inherited the
Monitor in 1989 through divorce and has been the publisher for the past 20 years.
Mussman has two children and two stepchildren, none of whom has followed in the
family footsteps. Her only grandchild lives in Encinitas, Calif. She loves to travel,
especially to southern California and Hawaii, and enjoys golf, reading and shopping.
She is active in local organizations such as the development commission and Rotary.
The highlight of her career came in 2007 when she spent about 15 minutes in a pri-
vate interview of Barack Obama prior to the Iowa caucuses.
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By Bradley A. Martin
Editor
Hickman County Times
Centerville, Tenn.
Jan. 12, 2009

Doomsday stuff is not for me, but there is
one thing: I think the earth will be trans-
formed if all of us do not obtain a digital
TV conversion box by February 17. The
U.S. government thinks it’s so important
that it’s been giving out $40 coupons to
citizens — that is, those who do not have
cable or a satellite, which already are cov-
ered — to buy one.
Must be a big deal. Those of you who have
been keeping up in recent weeks know how
tight-fisted our federal government is with
our money.
As you might expect, the digital TV con-
version box program has just now run out
of money — right when most Americans
have raised themselves up from uncon-
sciousness and started noticing what the
TV boys would call public service
announcements:
“Hurry and get a digital TV box quick or
there won’t be no fine programming com-
ing to your house no more,” they say.
This is cause for serious thought, it seems
to me. This really could bring massive
change on a scale that could only be
measured against an atomic bomb.
Consider what you and I may be facing if
we do not submit to digital conversion:
First, there would be life without Oprah,
the Today Show, the Sopranos and all of
that fine Sunday morning-style TV preach-
ing. Will you miss Jerry Springer and the
Beverly Hillbillies, Star Trek reruns and all
those infomercials? Where, by the way,
would we get new words without TV?
More important, how will you and I know
what’s going on out there — what hot new
indispensable products we need — if we
don’t have louder-than-opera commercial
announcers yelling at us all day long?
What will happen to TV weather personali-
ties? Will the weather come out better or
worse without them? Could we put one in
the Smithsonian, for historical purposes?
Would we have to walk out on the porch
ourselves?

I’m not sure we can handle such changes.
In a world where television has been
flicked off, Americans would be compara-
ble to drug addicts going cold turkey.
Living without TV would cause more dis-
ruption than Prohibition.
We’d get a new crop of 21st century thugs
who, like Al Capone, would grab all the
product that exists and then sell at an
inordinate profit, black-market style.
Those who couldn’t afford to pay would
face an unknown future: Spending time
talking with their families around an actu-
al supper table, while eating food prepared
in the very house. 
Libraries would be flooded as people
sought books for the first time in 30 years.
Everyone would go to bed early, exhausted
after amusing themselves. Listening to the
radio would no longer be limited to auto-
mobiles.
Politicians, robbed of their television cam-
eras, would be forced to show up in our
hometowns, where we could choose to
throw an occasional tomato or two. You
may have noticed that we can’t do that
now, thanks to TV.
Sadly, some folks would be carted off to the
asylums, blinded by the test pattern that
the unconverted could not escape.
Sad times indeed, though constructive pos-
sibilities exist.
We could stack our obsolete televisions in
100-foot-tall piles, then set them afire.
Pollution? Sure — we’d be getting rid of so
much of it that our minds would be able to

focus for longer
than a 23-minute
sitcom. And the
word sitcom would
rot away, lonely
and ignored.
Next: Take the
stand that the TV
used to sit on and
do something cre-
ative with it.
Maybe you could
arrange a set of
family photos, or
use it for a book-
shelf. For those of you whose big TVs were
mounted on the wall, buy some actual art.
Ceiling TVs? Go back to mirrors.
Reorganize the living room around some-
thing besides an electronic box. You get
the picture, right?
Remember, this is a free country — no one
can force you to convert and become digi-
tally saved. Think about your options, and
how your life and your future might be dif-
ferent if you don’t take this life-changing
step.
I can make one promise: This newspaper
will continue to be here every week, if you
choose not to convert, and our trained
media staff will be glad to work with you if
you need help at any time. Just be aware
that we have no weather person and take
no responsibility for atmospheric condi-
tions at any time.
Bradley A. Martin can be contacted at edi-
tor_hctimes@yahoo.com.

Bradley A. Martin
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2009 Sustaining Members
In addition to paying their $50 ISWNE membership dues, these indi-
viduals have donated $50 more to the Society. We appreciate their
generosity!

Larry Atkinson Brad Martin
Phoebe Baker Robert E. Trapp
Donald Smith Robert B. Trapp
Robert Estabrook Tom Geoghegan
Frank Garred David Burke
Barbara Mussman David Sommerlad
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The Associated Press
Jan. 7, 2009

The Newton Record in Mississippi will print
its final edition next week.
The weekly newspaper will print its last edi-
tion on Jan. 14 and The Meridian Star will
take over its subscriber list. The paper has
four employees.
The newspaper began publication in 1901.
It and the Star are both owned by

Birmingham, Ala.-based Community
Newspaper Holdings, Inc. Community
Newspaper Holdings, Inc., owner of the
Joplin (Mo.) Globe.
The Record is sending notices to subscribers
who will begin receiving delivery of the
Sunday edition of The Meridian Star,
according to the Record’s Web site.
Record advertisers will receive letters
explaining the change and encouraging
them to take their business to the Star,
based in neighboring Lauderdale County.

The Star will take over publication of the Re-
cord’s Web site, www.thenewtonrecord.com.
Newton Record publisher Robbie Robertson
says the paper had a paid circulation of
2,400. He says the current recession has
caused advertising to slow and the paper
was not able to stay afloat.
The first edition of the Newton Record was
published on Dec. 5, 1901.
CNHI acquired the Newton Record from
American Publishing Co. in 1999.

Longtime ISWNE member AAllbbeerrtt  SSccaarrddiinnoo,
who won a Pulitzer Prize in 1984 for editori-
al writing when he and his wife, MMaarrjjoorriiee,
published the Georgia Gazette in Savannah,
recently sent the following note to ISWNE
Foundation President BBiillll  HHaauupptt.
The members of ISWNE did more than any-
one else to build up our confidence at a very
challenging time for our tiny community
voice. We’ve been extraordinarily fortunate
over the years to find our way to larger and
larger platforms, but the courageous, hon-
est, independent journalism as practiced at
the community level by the members of
ISWNE has always served as the guiding
principle for all our professional pursuits.
You can’t imagine the number of times we
have quietly quoted to each other the obser-
vations we heard at the summer conferences
more than 25 years ago. Marjorie and I are
grateful for the group’s continuing effort to
support freedom of expression and the
integrity of journalism on doorsteps in both
North America and Europe.
We need you, and we’re thankful for all of
our ISWNE friends who stick with the task in
spite of the enormous obstacles they face.
Our token support hardly matches the effort
by each of you every week. Best of luck in
2009. 
Albert Scardino
London, England

A note from
Albert Scardino

A note from
Albert Scardino

ISWNE new members
SStteevvee  HHaayynneess is chief operating officer of Haynes
Publishing, co-publisher of The Oberlin (Kan.) Herald and
publisher of the Colby Free Press and Goodland Star-News,
also in Kansas.
He writes a weekly column, “On the Sappa,” and weekly
editorials. He recently finished his term as president of the
National Newspaper Association and was formerly presi-
dent of both the Kansas Press Association (1998) and the
Colorado Press Association (1988.) He is also president of
the U.S. Highway 36 Association.
Steve has also won numerous awards for writing and pho-
tography.  He started his career at the Kansas City Star Company in 1970, working
for the Kansas City Times, which was the Star’s morning edition at the time.
In 1980, the Haynes quit their jobs, sold their house in Kansas City and moved to
Creede in Mineral County, Colo. (population 800). After publishing the weekly
Mineral County Miner for a year, they started The South Fork Tines (note this is not a
misspelling). A couple of years later they purchased The Conejos County Citizen and
went into partnership with the owners of weeklies newspapers The Monte Vista
Journal, The Del Norte Prospector and the Center Dispatch. They later started The
Alamosa News. In 1993 they sold the Colorado papers and moved to Kansas.

CCyynntthhiiaa  HHaayynneess is chief financial officer of Haynes
Publishing, co-publisher of The Oberlin (Kan.) Herald and
registered pharmacist. She and her husband, Steve, own
and operate weekly newspapers The Oberlin Herald, Bird
City Times and The Saint Francis Herald; twice weekly
newspapers The Norton Telegram and The Goodland Star-
News; daily newspaper Colby Free Press; and shoppers The
Country Advocate and The Telegram Extra, all in northwest
Kansas.
She writes a weekly column, “Open Season,” and has won
numerous state and national awards for writing, editorial
writing and photography. She also works part-time for sev-
eral area pharmacies as time permits.
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By Josh Cutler
Editor and publisher
Duxbury Clipper
Duxbury, Mass.
Dec. 17, 2008

Psst! Have I got a deal for you: 
You pay a reporter to cover the school
board. Hire an editor to proof the article.
We’ll need a photo, too, so please pay to
send a photographer. Now you give me the
story for free. I’ll publish the best parts, sell
ads around it and make a boatload of
money. I won’t pay you anything of course,
but you’ll get credit and maybe, just maybe,
it will help promote your business.
That in a nutshell is the newspaper indus-
try’s relationship with Google, Yahoo and
other Internet news aggregators. 
While the publishing industry recently
struck a lucrative deal with Google for digi-
tal rights to copyrighted books, newspapers
continue to give away their product for free.
(A similar battle is brewing between Viacom
and Google over videos.)
Google is paying millions in book royalties

plus two-thirds of subscription and ad rev-
enue for out of print books. That’s out of
print books! We’re not even talking about
the latest Grisham bestseller. 
The book industry understands something
that we don’t — information isn’t free!
Newspaper content is more valuable and
time sensitive, yet we give it away all in the
hope that a tide of Web traffic will lift our
boat and somehow drive those illusive
Internet advertising dollars our way.
Makes you wonder how anyone could stay
in business. Whoops, guess I spoke too soon.
Every week that goes by brings depressing
news of another daily newspaper folding,
shrinking or downsizing.
Most newspapers long ago made the deci-
sion to make their online content free. While
there are successful examples of paid con-
tent on the Web, such as the Wall Street
Journal, they are few and far between. We
may be stuck with that business model, but
it doesn’t mean we should be giving our
content away free for someone else to profit
from.
For smaller newspapers that can’t afford the

cost of dedicated Web servers, there is anoth-
er delicious irony in this “partnership.” It
would be laughable if it wasn’t such a seri-
ous matter. News sites such as Google use
electronic spiders and robots to lift all that
free copyrighted material from us. That can
cause a serious hog on hosting resources. 
I recently received a notice from our Web
hosting company warning that I’ll have to
pay to upgrade to a new server to accommo-
date the bandwidth consumed by these
“newsbots.” 
I have a different solution: Say goodbye to
Google news. Readers will actually have to
visit our Web site if they want to read about
the local school board or, heaven forbid,
buy a newspaper. 
I bear no illusions that Google will miss the
Duxbury Clipper. But I do know that if our
industry banded together and demanded
compensation for the information we pay to
create, the Googles of the world would have
to listen. 
Luddites unite I say. 
Josh Cutler can be contacted at 
jcutler@clipperpress.com.

Google is not our friendGoogle is not our friend


