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By Chad Stebbins

A weekly newspaper in southwest Missouri
has converted to “daily” publication in order
to recover foreclosure notices lost in August
2015.

The Webb City Sentinel saw its annual
revenue reduced by $50,000 when it was
determined that the population of nearby
Joplin had exceeded 50,000, triggering a
state law requiring foreclosure notices to be
published in a daily newspaper.
“We lost our profit,” said publisher Bob

Foos. “We went from being in the black to
being in the red.”
Foos said the Sentinel relied on the public

notices to offset the loss of advertising from
grocery and mom-and-pop stores that had
gone out of business.
“We did well with it during the economic

crisis,” he said. “There were a lot of foreclo-
sures.”
“We were the go-to paper rather than the

Joplin Globe because we were so much
cheaper for the legal notices,” added book-
keeper Vicki Groff.

The Sentinel averaged between a half
page and full page of legals before losing
them to the Globe. Foos tried to sell the
newspaper, but no one was interested
because it was losing money.
“An attorney did tell me that if we ever

became a daily to ‘let us know and we’ll
come back to you.’ I just kind of laughed

that off,” he
said.
That off-

hand com-
ment started
Foos to think-
ing about the
Sentinel
actually
becoming a
daily. He visit-
ed The Daily
Events, a
paper that
prints legal notices and courthouse records
in Springfield. (Jeff Schrag, the publisher,
served as president of the Missouri Press
Association this year.) The Daily Events has
only 254 paid subscribers, according to the
Missouri Newspaper Directory, but has pub-
lished continuously since 1881.
Elsewhere in Missouri, other legal dailies

include the St. Louis Countian (294 paid
subscribers), the St. Louis Daily Record
(249), the St. Charles County Business
Record (215), the Daily Record – Kansas
City (131), and The Pulse Legal
Publication in Kansas City (390).
Foos realized that the Sentinel must pub-

lish an issue seven days a week to recapture
the foreclosure notices in Jasper County.
“Attorneys and successor trustees want

seven days a week because they can finish
the required 21 consecutive publications in

three weeks,”
he said.
The daily

Sentinel made
its debut on
Monday, Nov. 6.
Foos offered a
special intro-
ductory offer of
three months
for $8. Regular
rates are six
months for $68
and 12 months
for $98. He produced 60 copies to mail to
attorneys, bankers, and title and real estate
companies.
The first issues had to be mailed first class

because the Webb City postmaster wasn’t
sure if the six additional papers could be
mailed at the periodicals rate. She sent Foos
to a branch in Kansas City, which suggested
that he might have to apply for a new period-
icals permit. He then consulted The Daily
Events, which referred him to a periodicals
specialist in the Springfield post office. The
simple solution was to apply for a change of
frequency, from weekly to daily.

The Sentinel charges $500 for a foreclo-
sure notice to run for 21 days. The Saturday,
Dec. 9, issue had four of them. Foos visits
the Jasper County courthouse in Carthage
twice a week to include deeds recorded and
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