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A few words about Cuba
By Tim L. Waltner

Ask someone what they think of when you
say “Cuba” and you’ll likely hear words like
“cigar,” “rum,” “Castro,” “communist” or
“missile crisis.”
But when I asked the 17 people who

joined me for a weeklong visit to Cuba in
mid-May, not a single person included those
words. Instead, they shared words like
“anachronistic,” “enigmatic,” “experiment-
ing,” “fascinating,” “friendly,” “poor,”
“resilient,” “scenic,” and “vibrant.” The
responses reflect the thoughtful – and over-
whelmingly positive – reaction to interacting
directly with the people of Cuba and seeing
firsthand the country that Alex, our Cuban
guide, described as “a crazy but beautiful
country where anything is possible but noth-
ing is guaranteed.”
The Cuba trip, organized by Chad

Stebbins, director of the Institute of
International Studies at Missouri Southern
State University in Joplin, included students,
faculty and alumni. Stebbins, who also
serves as executive director of the
International Society of Weekly Newspaper
Editors (ISWNE), invited the organization’s
members to join the tour; seven of us took
advantage of the opportunity. Joining Bix
and me were Elliott Freireich, Marquita
Porter, Andy Schotz, and Guy and Marcia
Wood.
The group met in Miami, where we flew

on a commercial flight to Havana on
Thursday afternoon, May 18. We spent five
days in Havana and two days traveling to
and visiting Trinidad. We returned to the
United States Thursday afternoon, May 25.
As promoted, the trip focused on the path

Cubans have taken since the Revolution and

how that journey has shaped Cuban society
and culture today. It included several pre-
sentations by Cuban experts on the culture
and traditions of the country and a visit with
three writers. It included tours – on foot
and by bus – of Havana and the country-
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