
By the American News Editorial Board 
Aberdeen American News 
Aberdeen, S.D. 
April 15, 2011 

We are fortunate to be surrounded by 
award-winning weekly newspapers in this 
region.
They do good work. We respect all they 
do for their communities and appreciate 
their efforts. 
The South Dakota Newspaper Association 
recently held its 129th annual conven-
tion. Many area newspapers won awards 
for their editorial and advertising content, 
and we congratulate them all.
You should too.
If you have a newspaper in your town, 
you should thank the person(s) owning 
and running them. You might disagree 
with them, cuss them out or laugh at 
them from time-to-time — we here at the 
American News certainly have found our-
selves in those positions. But if you don’t 
like your local newspaper, talk to some-
one in a town without a newspaper.
Then you will hear a sad story.
A quick count shows about 35 newspapers 
in this region. And they are doing very 
good work.
For example, take publisher Doug Card of 
The Britton Journal and Langford Bugle. 
Doug is a veteran newspaperman. He was 
an award-winning sports editor at the 
Yankton Press and Dakotan before coming 
home to become an award-winning pub-
lisher at his hometown newspaper.
Card cares greatly for his state, region 
and readers — many of whom are his 
friends and neighbors. He is well-respect-
ed across the state, as he should be.

Card is just coming off a term as presi-
dent of the SDNA board of directors.
He is not only a third generation newspa-
perman, but an SDNA president as well. 
His dad, Chuck, was SDNA president in 
1972 when he was running the Journal 
and Bugle. Doug’s grandfather, Harold W. 
Card, was SDNA president when he was 
publisher of the Webster Reporter & Farmer, 
a newspaper he bought in 1928.
Like their fellow newspaper editors, the 
Cards have made South Dakota a better 
place to live for decades. 
Newspapers were important 129 years 
ago, and they are just as vital today. 
Some said newspapers would not survive 
the Internet era.

South Dakota’s 130 weekly and daily 
newspapers disagree, and plan to be 
around for the next 129 years and 
beyond.
It is true that newspapers have certainly 
changed over the years — but what busi-
ness hasn’t? 
However, they are still the mainstay in 
telling your community’s story, printing 
legal notices that keep things on the up 
and up, publishing the good news from 
your friends and neighbors, and keeping 
a detailed record of your region’s events. 
Without your support, there are no news-
papers.
And that is when your community’s story 
comes to an end.
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Support, thank those who run weekly papers 

West Valley View	turns	25
West Valley View 
Avondale, Ariz. 
April 15, 2011 

Today is a special day for us at the West Valley 
View − this issue is No. 1 of Volume 26. What 
that means is the West Valley View published its 
first edition 25 years ago, on April 16, 1986. 
The area the View covers has changed dramat-
ically over the past quarter of a century. It 
would have changed whether this newspaper 
existed or not. However, we do believe the View 
has had a positive impact on the way the West 
Valley has grown and developed. 
• We have created a newspaper that helps 
bring our communities together. As the five 
cities we cover have grown, we have made a 
conscious effort to emphasize that even 
though they are separate entities, they are 

connected by common interests. 
As large new residential developments have 
been constructed by builders who wanted to 
put their own brand on their communities, we 
have made a continuous effort to point out 
that those developments are not cities unto 
themselves, but are part of larger cities — 
Verrado is a part of Buckeye, Cashion is a part 
of Avondale and PebbleCreek is a part of 
Goodyear, to name just a few. 
• We act as a watchdog over local govern-
ments, which has successfully resulted in a 
more professional and responsible local gov-
ernment infrastructure.
By instilling in our writing staff a knowledge 
of public records and open meetings laws, we 
have helped eliminate illegal actions by elect-

continued on page 3
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Let the Romance BeginLet the Romance Begin
By R. Braiden Trapp 
Managing editor 
Rio Grande SUN 
Española, N.M. 
April 22, 2011 

Tessa Jo, we didn’t even get to have a hon-
eymoon. ¡Que lastima!
Our new city clerk, Tessa Jo Mascareñas, 
didn’t even get settled into her office before 
she violated the state Inspection of Public 
Records Act by denying city reporter 
Whitney Jones a peak at the city’s fiscal 
year 2012 budget.
The city’s budget is one of the basic public 
records city officials deal with. That and 
meeting minutes are never even questioned 
as being public. We won’t get into the 

meeting minutes issue. The city is having a 
tough time keeping track of those too but 
our mayor is blaming the last city clerk for 
that problem. We want to address Tessa Jo’s 
issues.
To his credit city councilor Dennis Salazar 
said, “They (the public) have a right to look 
at everything in reference to that (the bud-
get).”
Salazar has fresh in his mind the law suit 
the Rio Grande SUN filed and the city settled 
a short year ago. In said suit the city clerk, 
mayor and city manager agreed that 
department heads’ input into the budget 
did not fall into the public part of records 
inspection. Once the city’s lawyer (who 
gave them this poor advice) Angela 
Pacheco, got kicked up to the district attor-
ney’s office, clearer heads prevailed and 

the city handed 
over the single 
sheet of paper 
and $5,000.
Now we don’t 
want to go pick-
ing the city’s (tax-
payers’) pockets 
again, so let’s kiss 
and make up, 
Tessa Jo, and get 
that honeymoon 
started the right 
way, with a buck-
et of iced bubbly and the whole budget. 

R. Braiden Trapp can be contacted at  
mnged@riograndesun.com.

R. Braiden Trapp

So far paid registrations have been received 
from Charlie Gay; Phoebe Baker; Kelly, 
Shannon and Ashton Clemmer; Don and 
Debbie Brod; Steve Bonspiel (Mazza schol-
arship recipient); Gary and Helen 
Sosniecki; Frank and Pat Garred; Barry 
and Jill Wilson; David Burke and Mary 
Ryan; Bill and Jan Haupt; Vickie Canfield 

Peters; Jack “Sig” Sigvaldason; Bruce 
Valpy; Cheryl and Jim Wormley and 
Nann Armstrong; Dick McCord; Kris 
O’Leary, Kevin Flink, Carol O’Leary, and 
Bob Whetstone; Jane Steinmetz; Carol 
Wilcox; Paul MacNeill; Elliott Freireich 
and Marquita Porter; Marcia and Guy 
Wood; Chad and Wayne Stebbins; Dennis 

and Mar’ce Merrell; Dave and Sue 
Gordon; Al and Patti Cross; Robert Trapp 
Jr. and Belinda Martinez; Saranac, 
Melissa, and Gary Hale Spencer; Helen 
Hollyer and Janet Lee Vidmar; Mike and 
Cynthia Dart; Marcia Martinek; Peter 
Weinschenk; Jim and Gail Painter; and 
Jeremy Condliffe.

At	least	58	coming	to	England	conferenceAt	least	58	coming	to	England	conference

•	 Receive	the	latest	updates	about	the	annual	confer-
ence

•	Get	a	preview	of	items	coming	out	in	the	newsletter
•	 Engage	in	discussions	with	your	colleagues
•	 Post	and	view	photos	

Here’s how to join:
1.	Become	a	member	of	Facebook	(www.facebook.com)
2.	In	the	search	box	in	the	upper	right-hand	corner,	type	
2.	International	Society	of	Weekly	Newspaper	Editors
3.	Click	on	Become	a	Fan

Become a ‘fan’ of the ISWNE Facebook ‘page’
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ed and appointed city and county officials. 
From the early years of the newspaper 
through recent weeks, the View has been deter-
mined to ensure that local governments don’t 
conduct the public’s business in secret. 
One of our first challenges to government 
secrecy happened in January 1989, when the 
View filed a complaint with the Goodyear City 
Council regarding an executive session the 
council had with Estrella Mountain Ranch 
developer Charles Keating Jr. When the coun-
cil met in executive session on Jan. 12 of that 
year, it violated the Open Meetings Law, 

which prohibits any third party not specifically 
contemplated by statute from attending an 
executive session of a public body. As a result 
of the newspaper’s complaint, the city was 
forced to release the minutes of that meeting. 
The fight for government openness never 
ends. Last year, the Attorney General’s Office’s 
Open Meeting Law Enforcement Team ordered 
Agua Fria Union High School District officials 
to undergo the Open Meeting Law training 
after it determined the board had violated the 
law. 
The View filed a complaint after a March 13, 
2009, meeting, when the school board went 
into an executive session to discuss across-the-
board pay cuts and furloughs of district 
employees. 
We believe the public has benefited from the 
newspaper’s commitment to government 
transparency. 
• We have initiated campaigns to partner with 
the local business community and residents to 
provide food for our local food banks and 
clothing for our homeless school children. Part 
of being a community means lending a help-

ing hand to the least fortunate members of 
the community. The View has provided a lead-
ership role in bringing the problems to the 
attention of our readers and by facilitating 
annual food and clothing drives. 
• We have provided a forum for the exchange 
of ideas in our letters columns, and brought 
local problems to light with recommended 
solutions in our editorial columns. 
• We have partnered with chambers of com-
merce to provide candidate forums and have 
made recommendations based on candidate 
interviews and our experience with the candi-
dates and the governmental entities involved. 
• We provide jobs for more than 85 local resi-
dents and contribute sales tax to the cities we 
cover. 
Communities with strong local newspapers 
tend to be stronger communities than those 
which don’t have newspapers focusing on 
their needs and championing solutions to 
local problems. 
We hope and believe that our presence for the 
past 25 years has made the West Valley a bet-
ter place to live.

 Officers of the International Society 
of Weekly Newspaper Editors: 
 
President: Jeremy Condliffe 
Congleton Chronicle 
Congleton, Cheshire, England 
 
Vice President: Kris O’Leary 
The Star News  
Medford, Wis. 
 
Executive Director:   
Dr. Chad Stebbins, Director, Institute of 
International Studies, Missouri Southern 
State University, 3950 E. Newman Road, 
Joplin, MO 64801-1595   
Phone: (417) 625-9736 
Fax: (417) 659-4445 
E-mail: stebbins-c@mssu.edu 

Board of Directors:   
Goodloe Sutton 
The Democrat Reporter 
Linden, Ala.
Paul MacNeill 
The Eastern Graphic 
Montague, Prince Edward Island
Chris Wood 
Wisconsin Web Offset, Brookfield, Wis. 
Kelly Clemmer 
Star News Inc. 
Wainwright, Alberta
Cheryl Wormley 
The Woodstock Independent 
Woodstock, Ill.
Gary Sosniecki 
TownNews.com, Moline, Ill.
Immediate Past President:   
Jim Painter 
West Valley View 
Avondale, Ariz.

West	Valley	View	turns	25 from page 1 

ISWNE members Jeremy and Tim Waltner (right), of the Freeman Courier, won 18 awards in the recent 
South Dakota Better Newspapers Contest, including the General Excellence Award and the Sweepstakes 
Award. The Courier also won first place for best website.
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continued on page 11

Brennan Stebbins wins Mo. Journalist of Year
Brennan Stebbins, editor-in-chief of 
the student newspaper at Missouri 
Southern State University, has been 
named the Missouri College Media 
Association’s Journalist of the Year 
for 2011. He is the son of ISWNE 
executive director Chad Stebbins.
In presenting the award, Dr. Charles 
Fair, adviser to The Muleskinner at the University of Central 
Missouri, cited Stebbins’ coverage of MSSU’s hiring of a convicted 
embezzler to teach accounting. “The story was well-written, well-
sourced and fair,” he said. Fair also said in his personal interview, 
that Stebbins exhibited a “passion for the profession” and repre-
sented journalism’s best ideals. 
Stebbins, 23, also won first place in breaking news reporting and 
editorial writing at the annual Society of Professional Journalists 
(SPJ) Region 7 spring conference April 9 in Overland Park, Kan. The 
SPJ’s Region 7 consists of colleges and universities in Missouri, 
Kansas, Iowa and Nebraska.
Stebbins and other first-place regional winners will advance to 
national judging. National winners will be announced in early 
May and presented at the SPJ’s national conference Sept. 26 in 
New Orleans. Stebbins was a national finalist in editorial writing 
last year.

Freireich recommends charitable contributions
“There is nothing nicer than a gift made by one person to another 
in the form of a charitable contribution,” according to Amy 
Vanderbilt, an authority on etiquette.
ISWNE members have a great opportunity to do this good deed by 
remembering friends with a contribution to the ISWNE Foun-
dation. “I personally find it a good way to remember relations of 
friends who have passed away,” says Ursula Freireich, a longtime 
ISWNE member who also serves on the ISWNE Foundation board 
of directors.
 “ISWNE sends a note about the contribution to the family. This is 
especially a good way to acknowledge an obituary when the news-
paper notice requests no flowers or states contributions may be 
made to a favorite charity.”

Sosniecki to speak in North Dakota, Quebec
ISWNE member Gary Sosniecki of LeClaire, Iowa, will speak on 
“Beating Your Competition on the Web” May 6 at the North 
Dakota Newspaper Association convention and on “Web Solutions 

for Community Newspapers” May 27 at the Quebec Community 
Newspapers Association Awards Gala and Conference.
Sosniecki, a former editor and publisher in Missouri, looks forward 
to visiting with ISWNE members at those meetings.

Valley Voice editor, columnist win awards
The Valley Voice’s editor and a Voice columnist have been recognized 
by the Pennsylvania Press Club for their writing talents.
Editor Paul Bealer earned honorable mention in news reporting for 
two  stories. In November, he covered a visit to St. Michael School 
by a motivational speaker who was born with abnormal-sized legs. 
Lloyd Bachrach used the disability to drive him to success in sports 
and business.
Bealer also earned recognition for covering a Community Day fund 
raiser held by Lost River Caverns to aid bats that are being deci-
mated by White Nose Syndrome.
Columnist Tresita Medei Beach earned first-place honors in column  
writing for her witty pieces that appear in the Voice. Beach earned  
recognition in the humorous column category. With her first-place 
win, she is eligible to enter the National Federation of Press 
Women Communications Contest.
It is Beach’s first newspaper column writing award as she com-
pletes her first year as a Valley Voice columnist.

Jonathan Rowe dies unexpectedly in Calif.
ISWNE member Jonathan Rowe of Point Reyes Station, Calif., died 
March 21, apparently due to a sudden infection, at the age of 65.
He had been a contributing editor to The Washington Monthly and 
YES! magazines and a staff writer for The Christian Science Monitor. 
He also contributed articles to Harper’s, The Atlantic Monthly, Readers 
Digest, The Columbia Journalism Review, The Point Reyes Light, The West 
Marin Citizen, and many other publications. He was a member of 
the board of directors of the Marin Media Institute, which owns The 
Point Reyes Light. Rowe leaves his wife, Mary Jean Espulgar-Rowe, 
and his son, Joshua, 8.

Photos needed for ISWNE history
The ISWNE history project is close to completion with Garrett Ray 
doing a final read-through of the 200-plus-page document. The 
board will make a decision regarding printing and/or publishing 
the history at the summer board meeting in England. Pictures are 
needed to enhance the history by not only breaking up the gray 
space but also allowing readers to see the faces of ISWNE along 
with the words. Project coordinator Vickie Canfield Peters is ask-
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The Methodist Recorder in London has marked a century and a half 
of publishing with a special edition — including a greetings mes-
sage from the Queen — and a debut on Twitter.
In a striking front page highlighting the history of the paper, read-
ers were told how it started out as a penny Wesleyan paper in 
1861. Since then, the independent, weekly newspaper has contin-
ued to serve the Methodist community 

both in Britain and 
overseas, with readers 
as far afield as The 
Gambia, Zimbabwe, 
America and 
Australia.
In a letter from 
Buckingham Palace, 
published in the 
special edition, the 
Queen sent “her 
warm good wishes 
to all concerned 
on this most spe-
cial anniversary.”
In this special edi-
tion, readers are 
told that the 
Methodist 
Recorder is 
launching its 
own profile on 

Twitter (username: methrecorder).
Throughout 2011, the newspaper is carrying special features and 
articles marking the milestone, with a series of events and initia-
tives planned to mark the occasion. A highlight of these will be an 
anniversary service at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, in 
June, at which the General Secretary of the British Methodist 
Church will preach and where a specially written hymn, chosen 
via a competition in the newspaper, will be premièred.
ISWNE member Moira Sleight, managing editor, said: “The fact 
that we have flourished over the years and thus can celebrate this 
significant birthday is because of the support we have received by 
generations of readers and we greatly value the ongoing commit-
ment of our current readers.”
A senior journalist on the Methodist Recorder for many years, John 
Singleton, observed: “The story of the Methodist Recorder is much 
more than one of commercial survival throughout the ups and 
downs of a century and a half; it is more about that continuity of 
local activity which is the newspaper’s lifeblood. 
“The story of the Methodist Recorder is wedded to the life of grass-
root Methodism, which we have faithfully reported down the years 
and continue to do so today. It’s all there, in the paper’s bound 
volumes; an amazing record of Methodist people’s witness to the 
Gospel and to their life as local church communities across the 
country.”
The newspaper’s watchword for 2011 is “Rediscover the Recorder”. 
Methodists and others are being encouraged to buy the Methodist 
Recorder with its wealth of news, resources and features that con-
tinue to inspire, encourage and inform.

Methodist Recorder celebrates	150	years

Stringer	($10	to	$99)
 Deborah Givens Steve Andrist
 Ellen Albanese Mo Mehlsak
 Al Cross Carter & Sarah Newton

Cub	reporter	($100	to	$199)
 Robert E. Trapp Robert B. Trapp
 Vickie Canfield Peters Anonymous
 Mary & Tim Waltner Donald & Nancy Smith

Copy	editor	($200	to	$299)
 Gary & Helen Sosniecki Kris O’Leary
 Jane Steinmetz

Editorial	page	editor	($300	to	$399)
 Tom Wills

Managing	editor	($400	to	$499)
 Donald & Deborah Brod

Editor	in	chief	($500	to	$999)
 Albert Scardino

Publisher	($1,000)
 Burt & Ursula Freireich

							Total	raised:	$3,725

ISWNE Foundation Contributors
since Dec. 1, 2010

(does not include donations to Past Presidents' Scholarship)

Methodist Recorder celebrates	150	years
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2011	Golden	Quill	Entries
First name Last name Newspaper City State/Province 
Jan Anderson Boulder Monitor Boulder MT 
Mark Berglund The Star News Medford WI 
Steve Bonspiel Nation Montreal Quebec 
Steve/Tracey Bonspiel/Deer The Eastern Door Kahnawake Quebec 
George Brown The Rimbey Review Rimbey Alberta 
Patricia Calhoun Westword Denver CO 
Kelly Clemmer The Wainwright Star Wainwright Alberta 
Ross Connelly The Hardwick Gazette Hardwick VT 
Dick Crockford Dillon Tribune Dillon MT 
Tracey Deer The Eastern Door Kahnawake Quebec 
Steve Dills Sylvan Lake News Sylvan Lake Alberta 
David Giffey Home News Spring Green WI 
Len Gillis The Timmins Times Timmins Ontario 
John Hales Sanpete Messenger Sterling UT 
Melissa Hale-Spencer The Altamont Enterprise Altamont NY 
Helen Hollyer The Creswell Chronicle Creswell OR 
Nancy Hunt Pontiac Journal Fort Coulonge Quebec 
Brenda Jeffries Flamborough Review Waterdown Ontario 
Brian Jones Versailles Leader-Statesman Versailles MO 
Lisa Joy Lacombe Globe Lacombe Alberta 
Clay Lambert Half Moon Bay Review Half Moon Bay CA 
Brian Lazzuri The Casket Antigonish Nova Scotia 
Ryan Lewis The Allegan County News Allegan MI 
Paul MacNeill Eastern Graphic Montague Prince Edward Island 
Bradley Martin Hickman County Times Centerville TN 
Marcia Martinek Herald Democrat Leadville CO 

Kim 
McCully-
Mobley Tri-County Sentinel Aurora MO 

Joy McGough Washington County News Citronelle AL 
Frank McTighe The Macleod Gazette Fort Macleod Alberta 
Mo Mehlsak The Forecaster Falmouth ME 
Richard Mostyn Yukon News Whitehorse Yukon 
Will Nicholls Nation Montreal Quebec 
Kevin O'Brien Tribune-Phonograph Abbotsford WI 
Leslie O'Donnell Tri-Town Times Derry NH 
Vernon Oickle Bridgewater Bulletin Bridgewater Nova Scotia 
Jim Painter West Valley View Avondale AZ 
Joan Plaxton The Valleyview Valley Views Valleyview Alberta 
Steve Ranson Lahontan Valley News Fallon NV 
Boyce Richardson Nation Montreal Quebec 

Stu Salkeld The Mountaineer 
Rocky Mountain 
House Alberta 

Bill Schanen Ozaukee Press Port Washington IL 
Ben Schultz Tribune-Phonograph Abbotsford WI 
Ed Trainor The Eufaula Tribune Eufaula AL 
Robert B Trapp Rio Grande Sun Española NM 
Bill Tubbs The North Scott Press Eldridge IA 
Robert B Vogt Claresholm Local Press Claresholm Alberta 
Tim Waltner Freeman Courier Freeman SD 
Peter Weinschenk The Record Review Abbotsford WI 
Brian Wilson The Star News Medford WI 
John Wylie II Oologah Lake Leader Oologah OK 
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Election	≠	EmperorElection	≠	Emperor
By Jessica L. Lloyd-Rogers 
Editor 
Coast Lake News 
Lakeside, Ore. 
March 9, 2011 

The most productive relationship between 
the community and elected officials is a 
two-way street built on trust. The official 
trusting that the community will let him or 
her know if they don’t feel served; and the 
voter trusting that the official will act on 
behalf of the citizens. 
Sometimes, as we are witnessing in the 
Lakeside City Council, officials forget that 
they are elected to be a representative — 
one of seven representatives. They were not 
elected emperor, dictator, or mighty ruler. 
And those who were sitting when the newly 
elected councilors were voted in do not 
have any more power than the new guys. 
This not like high school where the Seniors 
have more clout than the Freshmen. 
In fact, if the “older” councilors were wise, 
they would take a good look at the mes-

sage sent by the voters in the community. 
In this case, the message was a demand for 
change. The top three vote getters (Mayor 
Ed Gowan and Councilors Ed Langley and 
Naomi Parker) were all frequently seen out 
and about in town, and still are. They are 
open and approachable. When they decid-
ed to run for office, each one of them asked 
many community members about concerns 
and for input. Voters felt heard and voted 
accordingly expecting to have more of a 
voice in the governing of the community.
The continuous attempts by the “old 
guard,” both on the council and among the 
employees, to undo the will of the people 
cannot be tolerated. Restrictions on who 
may speak with whom are possibly illegal 
and certainly show up for what they are — 
an attempt to maintain control by a few 
members of the council including Elaine 
Armstrong, Mack Eubanks, and to a lesser 
extent, Chrysta Swift. 
The rash of frivolous complaints by staff 
members should not be tolerated by the 
Council. One can’t blame an employee for 

trying to hang 
onto a job in this 
economy, but 
working under a 
changing leader-
ship is part of 
being a City 
employee. Either 
“suck it up, butter-
cup” or hand in 
your resignation. 
But, stop with the 
childish “whining 
by complaint.”
Councilors who persist in obstructing the 
will of the community or indulge in 
attempted power plays like the recent pos-
turing by Mack Eubanks, can only be seen 
as acting in bad faith and unworthy of the 
trust placed in them. Perhaps we should 
remind them that elections come again in 
less than two years and all they will have 
to run on are their current actions. 

Jessica L. Lloyd-Rogers can be contacted at 
coastlakenews@gmail.com.

Jessica L. Lloyd-Rogers 

Paper	celebrates	108	years,	expecting	another	100
By Cyndy Slovak-Barton 
Co-publisher 
Hays Free Press 
Buda, Texas 
April 13, 2011 

1903. It was a very good year.
Kittyhawk, transatlantic radio broadcast, 
Wizard of Oz, U.S. Dept. of Commerce and 
Labor,  Ford Motors, Tour De France, Pulitzer 
Prize, World Series, Hays Free Press.
Yes, 1903 was a very good year.
It was also one of extremes — a drought so 
bad that Niagara Falls quit flowing, and 
then New York City gets 11 inches of rain in 
24 hours; President Teddy Roosevelt is vilified 
because he shuts down a post office in 
Mississippi for refusing to accept an appoint-
ment postmistress…because she was black, 
while the first Teddy Bear was introduced in 
the U.S. by Morris and Rose Michtom in 

honor of Teddy Roosevelt; Dr. Helen Bradford 
publishes “The Mental Traits of Sex,” show-
ing there are very small differences between 
the sexes as she tested for physical coordina-
tion, sense of pitch, perception of light and 
more from 25 college-educated men and 
women, but during the same year, women’s 
wages were one-third as much as men and 
women were excluded from Unions…thus 
resulting in the formation of the National 
Women’s Trade Union.
The glory of 1903 and the troughs of depres-
sion were all reported in newspapers 
throughout the nation, and in Hays County 
and Kyle, in particular, the Harwell family 
forged the Kyle News, the precursor of the 
Hays Free Press, into a rambunctious commu-
nity newspaper, covering history, sports, poli-
tics and community news.
And that’s what the Hays Free Press does 
today, and will for another 100-plus years.

No matter what medium starts up here, no 
matter what format the public wants, no 
matter the growth this area sees, the news of 
Buda, Kyle and Hays County will always be 
at the forefront of our thoughts here at the 
Hays Free Press. It started 109 years ago, with 
coverage of local news and events.
And today, we continue the same drive for 
hyper-localized news.
We hope you have enjoyed the last 108 
years. As we turn our volume number to 109, 
we start our next year thinking ahead, know-
ing that we’ll still be here in 2111, 100 years 
from now. In the meantime, keep the phones 
ringing, the emails coming, the photos flow-
ing, and the pages flipping. The stories con-
tinue, and so will we. 

Cyndy Slovak-Barton can be contacted at  
csb@haysfreepress.com.

Paper	celebrates	108	years,	expecting	another	100
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To name or not to name
By Tom Locke 
Editor 
The Flume 
Bailey, Colo. 
April 1, 2011 

I don’t typically write editorials. This will 
make the third in five years. But questions 
about a particular widespread no-naming 
policy in journalism have been gnawing at 
me with respect to the trial of Malinda 
Spykstra, found not guilty last Friday on sex-
ual assault charges. These thoughts that fol-
low are mine, not those of the owner of The 
Flume, and they don’t reflect the paper’s edi-
torial policy.
First, let’s look at what Malinda Spykstra told 
staff writer Mike Potter after the verdict 
about whether The Flume should name the 
young woman who accused her. 
“You should,” she said. “People want to 
know, because my name was out there. ... 
It’s kind of defamation of character to, you 
know, put somebody’s name out there, and 
put all the ugly stuff, and then not be fair 
and say, ‘actually this is the truth. See what 
this person did.’
“Will the real victim stand up. I felt victim-
ized,” she added.
Both she and her husband, Dan Spykstra, 
said it was only fair to name the accuser. 
It’s important to note that up until the 
Spykstra trial, there was no way to get the 
name of the alleged victim through court 
documents; the name was blacked out. That 
is mandated under Colorado law (C.R.S. 24 
72 304 (4)), which states that the name of a 
victim of a sexual assault, alleged sexual 
assault, attempted sexual assault, or alleged 
attempted sexual assault “shall be deleted 
from any criminal justice record” in a sexual 
assault case. It doesn’t matter whether that 
person is a juvenile or not, noted Deb 
McLimans, clerk of courts at Park County 
Combined Court.
The current tradition of not naming the 
alleged victim in a sexual assault case is 
embraced by most newspapers and most 
members of the electronic media, and it has 
generally also been the policy of The Flume. 
The no-naming policy for the most part has 
been based on two assumptions: naming the 
alleged sexual assault victim re-victimizes 
her; and it discourages other women from 
coming forward after they’ve been sexually 
assaulted.

The no-naming practice dates back to at 
least the 1960s, when women’s groups start-
ed pressuring newspapers to adopt the poli-
cy.

Three points
I want to make three main points about this 
policy: 1) There are strong arguments that 
the names of alleged sexual assault victims 
should be used throughout (see No. 3 below). 
But if our society is not ready for across the 
board naming of such alleged victims, as 
some have asserted (see the 1991 New York 
Times article cited below), what about adopt-
ing a hybrid policy until it is? Under such a 
policy, at the least, the alleged victim would 
be named in cases in which charges are 
dropped or the defendant is found not guilty. 
Going even further, the hybrid policy would 
incorporate instances in which the victim 
appears in open court.
2) Technology is making the policy irrele-
vant. Not only is the Wild Wild West of the 
Internet (see Mark Glaser’s story in the 
Online Journalism Review at www.ojr.org/ojr/
glaser/1059084839.php) making alleged sex-
ual assault victims’ names public on estab-
lished Web sites, but anyone who finds out 
such a name can broadly disseminate it by 
setting up a special Web site for that pur-
pose, using online chat rooms, Facebook, 
Twitter, broadcast emails, or even creating 
an online encyclopedia article on Wikipedia 
as long as certain criteria are met.
3) There needs to be a fresh examination of 
the underlying assumptions that being 
named as an alleged victim of sexual assault 
involves a “stigma” that is so different from 
being named a victim of any other crime. At 
the very least, the alleged victim should be 
contacted by the media, directly or indirect-
ly, to see whether she wants her name 
released. 
In the Spykstra case, the alleged victim was 
sent such a message through one of the pros-
ecutors, and she did not want her name 
used.

No. 1
The first point really has two parts, and the 
first pertains to those instances of dismissal 
of the case or a not guilty verdict. The argu-
ment here is simple: As far as the state is 
concerned, the crime will no longer be prose-
cuted, so there is no defendant, and, logical-
ly, no “alleged victim.” That’s why The Flume 

quit using that 
term “alleged vic-
tim” after the not 
guilty verdict in the 
Spykstra trial. 
(Even the word 
“accuser” is not 
quite right, because 
technically it’s the 
state that is the 
official accuser in 
the case.)
After the Spykstra 
verdict, the state was no longer alleging that 
a sexual assault occurred, and so there no 
longer was an alleged victim, at least in the 
eyes of the state. That put the female accuser 
in another category. Whatever “stigma” may 
have attached to naming that female with 
respect to sexual assault would logically no 
longer apply. Therefore, it might be argued, 
she should no longer be protected under the 
traditional no-naming policy. 
The same argument holds for dismissals.
One example in which a dismissal led to an 
ouster of the no-naming policy by some 
media was the Duke lacrosse alleged sexual 
assault case of 2006. It was dismissed after 
the state attorney general took over the case, 
called the prosecutor a rogue prosecutor, and 
said the three lacrosse players were inno-
cent. Fox News, MSNBC and 60 Minutes are 
among the major media outlets that named 
the accuser after that happened, according 
to Wikipedia.
In a case in which the alleged victim appears 
in open court, most of the argument for 
using the name has to do with the fact that 
all the people in the court will know the 
name and can make it widely known, as 
indicated in No. 2. 

No. 2
When a hotline email from The Flume about 
the naming issue was sent to editors of the 
International Society of Weekly Newspaper 
Editors, some members indicated that decid-
ing on whether to name the alleged victim 
should not be influenced by how widely 
known her name was after she testified in 
open court. 
Yet The New York Times took a different pos-
ture in 1991. After the Globe tabloid named 
the accuser of William Kennedy Smith (a 
member of the Kennedy political family), the 
Times and NBC eventually followed suit in 

Tom Locke

To name or not to name
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naming the accuser, according to salon.com 
at http://www.salon.com/life/feature/2003/ 
10/31/kobe/print.html).
Kennedy was acquitted.
Wikipedia names the accuser in the Kennedy 
case, the Duke lacrosse case, and the Kobe 
Bryant case, in which the famous profession-
al basketball player was accused of sexual 
assault in 2003.
That leads to the odd situation in which any-
one using a computer can get the names of 
the accusers in those three cases within sec-
onds with a simple word search that leads to 
the online encyclopedia, but the majority of 
media in the United States — and that 
includes The Flume and this column — can’t 
print the names and still abide by the no-
naming policy.
Millions of people in China who speak 
English and have access to a computer can 
find the alleged victim’s name in the Bryant 
case through Wikipedia.
Any fifth-grader in that censored society 
could easily write a book report using the 
victim’s name, but most media in the land of 
the free have a self-imposed policy that they 
cannot.
Does that make sense?
It’s not just Wikipedia. The power of Face-
book and Twitter has been made evident in 
revolts in Arab nations in the last few 
months. Any member of the public who was 
at the Spykstra trial could use that power or 
other techniques to make the name of the 
accuser widely available, regardless of the 
policy of The Flume. (The name is still not 
available through court documents.) 

No. 3
A key question in the entire debate is wheth-
er the underlying assumptions of the no-
naming policy are sound. Is there really a 
special stigma attached to alleged victims of 
sexual assault? A viewing of “The Girl with 
the Dragon Tatoo” movie would indicate 
otherwise.
And if there is a stigma, is this no-naming 
policy a good way to deal with it? 
A 2007 story in the American Journalism 
Review, at http://www.ajr.org/article.
asp?id=4380, states the following: “For 
Geneva Overholser, printing an accuser’s 
name is the only acceptable decision in near-
ly all instances. Overholser, who teaches at 
the Missouri School of Journalism, was editor 
of the Des Moines Register when it won a 
Pulitzer Prize in 1991 for a story on a rape 
victim, who agreed to let the paper publish 
her name.”

‘In the long run, we’ll never get rid of the 
stigma if we don’t treat these like regular 
crimes,’ says Overholser, who makes excep-
tions for cases involving minors. She also 
argues that naming the accused and not the 
accuser is unfair. ‘It’s just not ethical to make 
a choice about guilt or innocence, which is 
effectively what we do,’ she says. ‘It makes us 
look like we are assuming innocence on one 
part, guilt on another. We should not be 
determining who deserves our protection.’”
A 1991 New York Times article (at http://
query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9D
0CE0DB1039F932A15757C0A9679  
58260&pagewanted=1) notes that even 
women’s groups are divided about whether 
to support the no-naming policy. It cited the 
National Organization for Women as a sup-
porter but the Women’s Rights Project of the 
American Civil Liberties Union as a detrac-
tor. “There are feminist arguments why it 
might not be a bad idea to name the vic-
tims,” said Isabelle Katz Pinzler, the director, 
in the article. She noted that it might be a 
step toward destigmatization.
And what about the argument that the 
alleged victim of sexual assault is further 
traumatized by having her name in print?
“Joanna Connors, a Cleveland Plain Dealer 
columnist who wrote a personal narrative in 
2008 about her experience as a rape victim, 
said she believes more and more victims are 
going to want to start being identified in 
part because it’s more acceptable to do so, 
but also because it can be a powerful part of 
the healing process,” according to an article 
at The Poynter Institute Web site (at http://
www.poynter.org/latest news/top stories/ 
119968/lara logans attack was an exception 
the stories we miss about rape and sexual 
violence those we tell/).
That raises an interesting point. Under what 
psychological theory is keeping something 
secret — keeping a traumatic event hidden — 
a foundation for better mental health?
If there is indeed additional trauma associat-
ed with being named an alleged victim in a 
sexual assault case, how much different is it 
than being named an alleged victim in any 
other case?
A Time magazine article from 1990 said that 
Deni Elliott, then director of Dartmouth’s 
Ethics Institute, contends that “ultimately 
we’re doing women a disservice by separat-
ing rape from other violent crimes.” (See 
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/ 
article/0,9171,969776,00.html.)
The assumption that a sexual assault victim 
is less likely to come forward if she believes 
her name will be in a newspaper is also sub-

ject to challenge. 
Charlie Gay, the former editor of the Shelton 
Mason County Journal in Washington state, 
said in a March 19 email: “We were the only 
newspaper in our state to cover trials by 
naming all witnesses. … We researched sexu-
al assault reporting rates in the four counties 
surrounding us. The reporting rates were 
much higher in our county.” 
That may seem counterintuitive, but accord-
ing to Gay, he has the data to show that 
women were more likely to report a sexual 
assault in his county, where they would be 
named.
Maybe, just maybe, there’s a causal connec-
tion there. Maybe, just maybe, the people in 
that county have had a healthier attitude 
toward sexual assault than any county in the 
state, and it’s because the newspaper printed 
the names of the alleged victims that more 
sexual assaults were being reported. Isn’t 
that what some women are arguing? That 
it’s better to get it out in the open?
And is there a really a stigma attached to a 
woman who has been raped? Is it not pre-
posterous to think less of a woman because 
some man used superior strength to over-
whelm her?
For those newspapers that hold to the no-
naming policy, doesn’t it make sense that, at 
the very least, they should give a rape victim 
the chance to have her name named and to 
stand proud because she is willing to recount 
painful details and trying to keep the 
accused from doing it again? And when she’s 
asked, perhaps she’ll answer: Anyone who 
would stigmatize me for something someone 
else did to me is someone I wouldn’t want to 
associate with anyway. This is what it is. 
Print my name. And move on.
CORRECTED: The above editorial has been 
changed from what originally appeared in 
the print edition. In the paragraph about the 
Colorado statute, the words “the victim’s 
name” have been changed to “the name of a 
victim of a sexual assault, alleged sexual 
assault, attempted sexual assault or alleged 
attempted sexual assault.” And the verb tens-
es in the third to last paragraph have been 
changed to the past tense to reflect the fact 
that the Shelton Mason County Journal was 
later sold, and the new owner instituted a 
no-naming policy. Also, the name of the 
group of editors was corrected to the 
International Society of Weekly Newspaper 
Editors. The word “weekly” had been omitted. 

Tom Locke can be contacted at  
editor@theflume.com. 
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??????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????Need Answers to Tough Questions?Need Answers to Tough Questions?

Do you have a tough question about editorial policy or journalism ethics? If so, send 
it to ISWNE executive director Chad Stebbins at stebbins-c@mssu.edu, and he’ll 
email all ISWNE members. You can expect a quick and informed response from your 
colleagues, who may have encountered a similar situation at their newspaper.

By Steve Dills 
Editor 
Sylvan Lake News 
Sylvan Lake, Alberta 
April 15, 2011 

Tuesday night’s debate among three feder-
al leaders and Bloc Quebecois’s Gilles 
Duceppe drove us to the point of anger, 
something that rarely happens when we 
consider the language of politics.
It showed that the time is near for 
Canadians to say “enough is enough” and 
cut those whining freeloaders loose. Voters 
in that province must embrace one of the 
federal parties and begin again participat-
ing in a unified federation of provinces or 
else take their leave, complete with their 
overwhelming provincial debt as well as 
their share of the national debt, and strug-
gle to survive on their own.
When Duceppe can state on nation-wide 
television that “Quebec must become a 
country,” we agree. We don’t recognize 
Quebec as a nation now because it’s not. 
It’s one of 10 provinces and three territories 
which make up the nation of Canada.
Duceppe, with his finger jabbing, said the 
federal government must stop interfering 
with Quebec on healthcare decisions.
He told the country our immigration poli-
cies don’t work for Quebec. “Give Quebec 
full power over immigration, the right to 
determine,” he insisted.
Then those who choose to live there will be 
forced to speak French, “the public com-
mon language” of the province.
Just last month a Senate committee 

released a report that said the federal gov-
ernment is not adequately meeting its 
responsibilities to protect the rights of 
Quebec’s English-speaking minority. 
“Despite all the goodwill there may be on 
the ground, there are major disparities 
when it comes to access to schools, cultural 
products, heritage, training or jobs in 
English,” stated the report.
Listening to Duceppe it’s no wonder. He 
wants all the federal money he can get for 
his beloved Quebec, more than his fair 
share, without any strings. 
That’s exactly what happens with his par-
ty’s finances. Under Canadian election law, 
qualifying parties receive a subsidy of 
roughly $2 a year for every vote they got in 
the previous election, no matter how much 
they raise on their own.
We would certainly welcome revisions and 
changes to this spending of our tax money. 
But we don’t want them abolished and a 
return to corporate financed elections 
returning. 
According to a Montreal Gazette editorial the 
Bloc Quebecois gets the bulk of its revenue 
from the Canadian public purse: in 2009, 
the last year for which figures are avail-
able, it received $2.8 million, as opposed to 
the mere $835,000 the party managed to 
raise in donations. The Liberals and 
Conservatives raised more through fund-
raising than they got in subsidies. The 
Greens and New Democrats raised almost 
as much.
Mark Milke, a director of the Fraser 
Institute, writing in the Calgary Herald, 
made a more interesting comparison. He 
compared how much was raised from indi-

vidual donors 
against how 
much the parties 
received in tax-
payer subsidies 
for the period 
since 2000. 
“For every dollar 
raised privately 
between 2000 
and 2010, the 
Liberals received 
$1.83 in subsi-
dies; for every buck donated to the 
Conservatives, 99 cents then arrived in tax-
payer subsidies. The Greens and the NDP 
took $.62 and $1.40 respectively from the 
public purse for every donated dollar,” 
Milke reported. “All of those ratios pale in 
comparison to the Bloc Quebecois. In dollar 
terms, the Bloc raised just $7.6 million from 
individual donors since 2000.” Yet the sepa-
ratist party received $37.5 million in tax-
payer-financed subsidies. “That’s a ratio of 
$4.94 in subsidies for every donor raised 
dollar.”
Duceppe certainly showed that mentality 
of entitlement at every turn in the conver-
sation during the leaders’ debate. It’s as if 
we owe Quebec, and owe them, and owe 
them, ad naseum.
We’re fed up with this. We would have 
been better served to hear Green Party 
leader Elizabeth May talk about her vision 
for a united country, not Duceppe’s vision 
for two separate countries. 

Steve Dills can be contacted at  
editor@sylvanlakenews.com.

Steve Dills

We don’t owe Quebec anythingWe don’t owe Quebec anything
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‘Original social media’ thrives ‘Original social media’ thrives 
By Don Corrigan 
Editor-in-chief 
Webster-Kirkwood Times, Inc. 
St. Louis, Mo. 

A few months back, I took a trip to Denver for the annual journal-
ism professors convention. Enroute I saw a vacationer go bonkers 
in a long, slow airport line for security checks. Anxious about his 
flight, he began to yell at TSA workers examining bags.
“What sense does this make?” he shouted. “You make us late; you 
make grandmas take off their shoes and empty their purses. But 
you let all the illegals pour across our borders!” 
I thought the guy was going to try to start a tea party rally in the 
middle of Denver International Airport. Folks are feeling a lot of 
stress these days — and are blowing off steam. But I am more sym-

pathetic with those who are stressing after 
losing their jobs.
Journalists know this stress all too well. I 
listened to M.E. Sprengelmeyer talk about 
such stress at the annual journalism edu-
cators convention in Denver. A first-rate 
reporter, he lost a great job when the 
Rocky Mountain News closed its doors.
“I literally went into mourning for a week 
when the News closed,” Sprengelmeyer 
said. “I traveled a lot. I covered Iraq, 
Afghanistan. I knew I’d never get a job 
like this again.”
Folks, here is the good news:
Sprengelmeyer quit mourning. He put his life savings down to buy 
the Guadalupe County Communicator. He has transformed the New 
Mexico newspaper into a thriving community weekly and hired 
more reporters.
Sprengelmeyer told one of many success stories on a panel about 
new hometown journalism. Jock Lauterer, director of the University 
of North Carolina’s Community Media Project, talked about 15 
newspaper start-ups in his state and the rise of university commu-
nity journalism programs. 
“I hear all this talk about the new social media,” said Lauterer. 
“Well, community journalism is the original social media. These 
little papers are doing well and popping up all over.”
That’s good news to my ears. Jock showed slides of how “little 
papers” promote themselves. One editor marched in his communi-
ty’s parade wearing a 12-foot, rolled-up paper. We need some of 
these for my Times newspapers.

Fair and balanced
Not all was upbeat in Denver. To be fair and balanced, here are a 
few discouraging words that I heard:
• At a panel on political discourse: The level of language in the 
media is at a low point. Terms like “socialism” and “death panels” 
bear no relation to our reality, but are very much in use in the nev-
er-ending healthcare debate.
• At a panel on media millennials: Young people hate TV news. 
They like Colbert, not Couric. So goodbye to the age of Cronkite; 
cable’s Jon Stewart is their “most trusted man in America.” 
• At a panel on media and the environment: Too many Americans 
listen to Rush, rather than to expert climate scientists. Meanwhile, 
the glaciers melt, the East Coast fries, Moscow burns, and forests 
die in the Rockies. 

Don Corrigan can be contacted at corrigan@timesnewspapers.com.

Don Corrigan

ing for photographs that feature the people of ISWNE. Please don’t 
send any landscapes or nature photos, no matter how lovely. Vickie 
is also asking that she receive only pictures with identification. 
That will make the final formatting process go more smoothly.
Photographs can be emailed to Vickie at vcanfieldp@hotmail.com 
in either JPEG or TIF format. Any photos received and not used will 
be added to the ISWNE web archive. Please limit your photos to no 
more than 10 per person. If you prefer to mail hard copies, please 
send them to Vickie at 11911 East Connor Road, Valleyford WA 
99036. Questions can be emailed to Vickie or call her at 509-924-
4484.

Roger Harnack honored in Washington
Omak-Okanogan County Chronicle Publisher and Editor Roger 
Harnack was selected runner-up for the North Central Washington 
“Entrepreneur of the Year” award by the Greater Wenatchee Area 
Technology Alliance.
Winners were announced at a March 29 luncheon.
Melissa Wisen of Borsa Bella Design Co. was selected as the 
“Entrepreneur of the Year” for the area spanning Chelan, Douglas, 
Grant and Okanogan counties. Wisen designs, manufactures and 
sells leather purses in various world-wide markets, including 
Australia.
Harnack publishes a weekly newspaper based in Omak, Wash., 
and has successfully integrated a new e-edition, mobile website, 
Facebook and other new media into the newspaper’s traditional 
operation.

ISWNEWS from page 4NEWS 
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By Bradley A. Martin 
Editor 
Hickman County Times 
Centerville, Tenn. 
March 28, 2011 

Terry Harrison grew up in Pulaski, served 
as the city’s recorder for 18 years and has 
been its administrator for the last four.
So he’s seen the Ku Klux Klan come 
through the seat of Giles County — the 
acknowledged birthplace of the well-
known hate group — just like they did in 
Centerville on March 19. And he’s been 
involved in discussion about what to do 
about it.
“They’re a blight on our community,” he 
says.
So, what can be done? The Klan has the 
constitutional right to assemble and speak 
their hate-filled messages — but citizens 
walking their hometown sidewalks have 
rights, too, don’t they? 
“I don’t want this to sound like I’m taking it 
the wrong way, but it’s almost best that you 
do nothing,” he said. “We haven’t been 
able to come up with a solution that’s effec-
tive, because the ultimate goal is — you 
don’t want a hate group in your city.”
While Pulaski is acknowledged as the birth-
place of the KKK, following the Civil War, 
Harrison says there wasn’t anything much 
to get upset about there until 20 years ago, 
when a group from Harrison, Ark., started 
coming over for a parade. He says it coin-
cided with the designation of the national 
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.
“One time, we shut the town down,” he 
said. “My family had a convenience store, 
open 24 hours and they had to look and 
find the key to the front door because it 
hadn’t ever been closed.”
Of course, closing the Pulaski Public Square 
is damaging to local business. Pulaski tried 
brotherhood marches, even an orange rib-
bon campaign around town, as a sign of 
unity.
“Eventually, what we did — we would issue 
them their permit, they would do their 
thing,” he said. “That group from Harrison 
still comes.”
Their numbers have dwindled, though, 

from 200 then to about 20 a year now.
“Our most effective way of dealing with 
them is not to deal with them — just ignore 
them,” Harrison said. “That takes on nega-
tive connotations on the other side because 
people might think we don’t care.
“We do care. We discuss it quite frequently.”
Pulaski has a five-page ordinance that lays 
out the rules for any parade, requiring 
name, address and phone of the organiz-
ing person, along with date of event, num-
ber of anticipated participants and the like. 
The town investigates, then the board 
decides; even after issuing it, the town or its 
police have authority to revoke based on 
misrepresentation or, during the parade, 
law enforcement has the authority to “dis-
assemble” it if an emergency arises or 
“breach of the peace” occurs.
One catch: Everyone has to fill out the per-
mit and be approved — even the 50-year-
old Christmas parade — not just the Klan.
“It’s almost a hindrance to your people,” 
says Harrison, but there is a good reason 
for the paperwork inconvenience: “We’re 
concerned about the protection of our citi-
zens.”
There was no parade in Centerville, just 
Klansmen walking around handing out 
paperwork.
“If they’re handing out pamphlets, we also 
have an ordinance for giving out pam-
phlets,” the Pulaski administrator said.
There is, however, no way to keep a hate 
group out, he says.

“I know what 
you’re going 
through. It’s not 
an easy row to 
hoe, because peo-
ple get very emo-
tional about things 
like this,” he said. 
The challenge may 
be greater in Giles 
County, because 
Martin Methodist 
College draws stu-
dents from differ-
ent races and religions.
“We’re very concerned about the fact that 
we want students to come to Pulaski and 
feel safe.”
Strategic planning must occur, with police 
and other agencies with an interest. 
Become involved with resources of the 
Department of Justice and KlanWatch “to 
keep aware of fractions…this group is so 
fractioned now.”
He said Pulaski Police Chief John Dickey is 
a willing resource.
“The last thing you want is CNN showing 
up on your Courthouse Square…because 
that will only bring more attention to your 
community that you don’t want, and bring 
more attention to the group, which they do 
want.” 

Bradley A. Martin can be contacted at  
hctimes@centerville.net.

You can’t keep a hate group out

Bradley A. Martin

You can’t keep a hate group out

ISWNE new member 
Kristy Hess is a lecturer in journalism at Deakin 
University and is the academic coordinator of Australia’s 
largest industry-university partnership to educate prac-
tising journalists working at non-daily and community 
newspapers.
Kristy has worked as a journalist and sub-editor for a 
daily newspaper and as a media consultant. Her 
research interests include the future of community news-
papers in a convergence culture, reporting diversity and 
accountability of small newspapers.
Kristy was awarded an Australian government scholar-
ship to undertake Ph.D. research into social connections and small newspapers.
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By Cathy Gilbert 
Managing editor 
The Clarendon Citizen 
Manning, S.C. 
March 23, 2011 

I am not so naïve as to not see some sweeping 
reforms coming from our new state leader, 
Gov. Nikki Haley. There are a lot of ways that 
this state could become more business friendly. 
We have had laws built upon laws, many in 
contradiction to each other.
However, imagine my dismay when I learned 
that she wants to completely de-fund South 
Carolina’s Educational Television system (ETV).
Not only that, but she has completely replaced 
the entire board in a smooth move that sort of 
looks like collusion, as Haley’s predecessor 
Mark Sanford was supposed to replace board 
members on a rolling two-year staggered term 
plan but failed to do so. According to a 
Charleston Post and Courier article this past 
weekend, Sanford did not see replacing ETV 
board members as a priority. Now, Haley has 
gotten the opportunity to load the deck where 
ETV is concerned.
However, what really concerns me is that Joe 
Blow citizen has very few clues about what all 
ETV does in this state.
The 11 station network beams all sorts of edu-
cational programming to public, private and 
home schools…programming that schools 
might not otherwise have access to, and they 
do so with no additional expense to schools. 
Now Haley wants the Dept. of Education to 
pay for that programming out of their budgets 
instead of ETV being funded from the state’s 
general fund.
The confusion of that scenario is too much for 
my head to wrap around.
ETV also provides training videos for law 
enforcement agencies throughout the state, as 
well as to medical facilities, colleges and uni-
versities and business professionals.
They can set up video conferencing with on 
demand services at a very reasonable price.
But more than anything, South Carolina’s ETV 
is the only place where our state’s citizens can 
find programming originating from and about 
our state.
Two weeks ago, our Council of Garden Clubs 
held their first ever Camellia Tea, a free educa-
tional event for lovers of one of our favorite 

local blooms.
ETV was there and even featured our own 
flower fairy godmother Marie Land with a 
camellia waxing demonstration that would be 
shown later on Sumter’s WRJA produced 
“Making it Grow” program.
“Making It Grow” then had Marie on their 
panel on March 15, where she fielded all kinds 
of questions from callers from all over S.C., as 
well as some callers from Georgia and North 
Carolina.
“Making It Grow” is hosted by Clemson 
Extension Agent Rowland, who travels across 
the state featuring interesting agricultural ven-
ues. Try and find out about Pearl Fryar’s topi-
aries or the Edisto Rose Festival on CNN.
Another Clarendon success story is featured on 
S.C.’s ETV, as well.
Doug Gardner’s instructional show, “Wild 
Photo Adventures,” is carried across S.C. by the 
ETV network. If you have never seen it, you 
should look for it. It almost makes me want to 
don a pair of chest high waders and go photo-
graph some wildlife in the swamp … but I will 
leave that to the expert Doug. He travels across 
the country teaching others how to shoot the 
glory that is wildlife in our world. From cranes 
to alligators, Doug catches them all in the 
most beautiful of poses and graciously shares 
his techniques with other would be outdoors 
photographers.
The point is, just like with community newspa-

pers, there are 
some quality of life 
issues that you are 
never going to find 
on network televi-
sion or in big city 
daily newspapers. 
We are about more 
than earthquakes 
and Mideastern 
rulers who have 
lost their minds. 
We are about the 
unique history that 
we share, the small 
events that add grace and beauty to our lives 
and having a resource so that we can continue 
to be life long learners as adults.
The state currently provides funding for ETV’s 
facilities and staff…programming is paid for 
with sponsorships, as well as private donations 
from viewers like you and me. But without the 
state’s input, all the programming in the world 
won’t have a home.
Please encourage your legislators and your leg-
islator’s friends to preserve funding for South 
Carolina’s Educational Television. It is not a 
luxury, it is an essential for both our young and 
our older citizens. 

Cathy Gilbert can be contacted at  
cathygilbert29102@gmail.com.

When sweeping, be careful what goes in the trash

Cathy	Gilbert

When sweeping, be careful what goes in the trash

ISWNE members Jan and Bill Haupt (right), of Lodi, Wis., surprised Bob Trapp Jr. on a recent trip through 
Española, N.M. Trapp is managing editor of the family owned Rio Grande Sun.
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My Unknown AngelMy Unknown Angel
By Clyde Wills
Metropolis, Ill.

I thought that long before now, I could have 
written a column saying my cancer was gone 
and my body, and life, were back to normal.
Well, much of that has occurred. But there 
have been more delays and bumps along the 
way than this old optimist ever expected.
In February 2010 I was very lucky because 
the doctors diagnosed acute myelogenous 
leukemia before it caused much damage to 
my organs. Doctors immediately started che-
motherapy to put the cancer into remission.
With about 10 days of chemo in Paducah, 
everything seemed to be going well. Then, 
my body collapsed — pneumonia hit both 
lungs, my kidneys quit functioning properly, 
and my heart felt as if it were drowning.
After almost 30 days in the hospital my can-
cer was in remission and my body was again 
in working order. So, it was time to meet with 
leukemia experts at Vanderbilt Hospital in 
Nashville to determine possibilities for treat-
ment. We learned that for my type of leuke-
mia there are only two treatments — contin-
ue chemo to try and keep the patient alive 
for an average of 11 months, or a stem cell 
transplant which can sometimes cure leuke-
mia. I chose the latter.
But, nothing is simple. In talking with the 
stem cell transplant team at Vandy, we 
found that I was a little too old to be accept-
ed into their program. However, with my 
record of excellent health, and by passing 
every medical test they threw at me, the 
board of doctors agreed to accept me into 
the transplant program. 
Until Vanderbilt actually identified a donor, 
and scheduled the transplant, I had to spend 
five or six days each month in Western 
Baptist Hospital for more chemo to keep me 
in remission. That went very smoothly, with 
few side effects.
Since I have five brothers all willing to be 

donors, everyone expected the stem cells to 
be easily obtained. But no, none of my broth-
ers was a perfect match. We then turned to 
the Be The Match Foundation to search the 
medical data for about 12 million people 
who have agreed to donate. That took time, 
but three possibilities were found.
To receive a transplant, we had to move to 
Nashville and live within 10 minutes of 
Vanderbilt for four months. So, we rented an 
apartment and when we were given a pro-
jected date, the vehicles were loaded and 
ready to go. The morning of the trip, I 
received a call saying something had gone 
wrong with the first donor. That meant more 
chemo up here and a month-long delay until 
donor No. 2 could be ready.
Throughout the months of waiting I received 
blood and platelets donated through the Red 
Cross Blood Program.
In late July, when it was time for the trans-
plant, I was admitted to Vanderbilt Hospital 
to have as many stem cells as possible 
destroyed so the donor cells could replace 
them.
The transplant itself was the easiest part of 
the procedure — just like a blood transfusion, 
only faster. 
There are nearly always problems following 
transplants. Mine manifested as severe chills 
and a racing heart. Neither lasted very long, 
so after four days I left the hospital and 
moved to the apartment and began daily 
visits to the Outpatient Transplant Clinic. 
The daily visits consisted mostly of blood 
work to check numerous levels. One day the 
nurse drew 22 vials of blood — no wonder I 
needed transfusions. The doctors also looked 
carefully for signs of graft versus host disease 
(GVH). I think GVH can most easily be 
thought of as side effects because it shows up 
in many ways. Some of the more common 
ways are skin rash, mouth sores, intestinal 
problems and inability to eat. I had skin 
rash, but luckily it didn’t itch, and lack of 
appetite, which helped me lose about 20 

pounds. My GVH 
was much milder 
than that of most 
patients, and no 
further hospital 
stays were required. 
The visits to the 
clinic became less 
frequent as the 
months went by.
Since moving 
home, the primary 
fight has been 
keeping my blood and chemical levels bal-
anced, and to strengthen my muscles. 
Getting up and being active is sometimes 
extremely difficult. So many people have 
helped me, now I certainly need to do my 
part.
Recent medical research and new protocols 
for older patients have made my survival 
possible. The doctors and nurses have done 
so much with skill, and great attitudes, to 
restore my body. My wife, Carolyn, other 
family members, friends and total strangers 
have provided great support.
There are also people in the background 
who are rarely recognized but who make 
miracles happen. They are the ones who give 
their time, donate blood, platelets, and stem 
cells to be used when needed. Last spring, a 
combination blood drive and stem cell donor 
drive was held in Metropolis in my honor. I’ll 
never know if any of the blood was used for 
my treatment, but like blood I have given, it 
went to someone in need. 
At this point I am not allowed to know who 
donated stem cells for me. The cells had to 
be shipped into Nashville, so the donor was 
not local. After a year I may learn an identi-
ty, and give proper thanks to that person.
For now, she is just an unknown angel out 
there somewhere. 
 
Clyde Wills can be contacted at  
clydewills@gmail.com.

Clyde Wills
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By Clint Younts 
Buda, Texas 
March 2, 2011 

As most of you aficionados of this here spo-
radically published (dare I say “irregular”?) 
column already know, I do have a way with 
words. Not many journalistic scribes are as 
gifted with the language of Red Neckish as 
this suds-sippin’ scholar of senseless scrib-
bling, perhaps because I have a much larger 
Thesaurus than most, and I’m not afraid to 
use it. Yessirree, Bub, I have an acute ability 
to articulate in arcane asininity and proud of 
it. 
This literary flair of mine did not come natu-
rally, although my DNA is coded with an 
extra vocabulary chromosome, perhaps 
explaining why my humor is as twisted as 
the Watson-Crick DNA model. Maybe writ-
ing is in my blood, but to expertly mold the 
broken English language into a manuscript-
ed masterpiece requires what I refer to as the 
“Three Ls”: learning, lager and lunacy. I was 
once told by an English professor that I was 
a gifted writer, except he used fancy lan-
guage that stuffy old professors like to toss 
around. I believe he said I was “one peculiar 
simpleton,” but I don’t know what a simple-
ton is. I think it means “artist”.
I’d like to believe that I have a good grasp on 
the English language, not to mention a few 
choice words in Spanish and even a couple 
of German words I learned from Sgt. Schultz 
and Col. Klink. I don’t know hardly any 
French except “wee wee” and “Lady Gillette” 
which I don’t think many French women use 
either. I can interpret medical jargon to com-
mon folk. I can write with a southern accent 
or use improper English like they do up past 
the Mason-Dixon Line. I regularly complete 
a New York Times crossword puzzle without 
the aid of Noah Webster or Al Gore’s 
Internet, and I’m not bad at guessing the 
puzzles on Wheel of Fortune. So when it comes 
to the English language, I guess I would call 
myself an “idiot savant.” Maw even calls me 

that a lot, although she often leaves off the 
savant part.
Just when I thought I had mastered the lan-
guage of America and New York City, some 
goofball publishers of the top English dic-
tionaries added a mess of new words to our 
vocabulary. Words that I have never heard 
of and doubt I’d ever use, unless I am writing 
a column about those words. Words like 
“locavore” and “microblog.” What in the 
New World thesaurus is going on here? How 
can I keep up with new words when I have a 
hard enough time retrieving old words from 
my cranial crypt? There are words lying 
around beneath my cracked skull, drawing 
social security, rarely coming out for a walk 
along my keyboard. Sometimes I remember 
a certain word, but before I locate its first let-
ter on the keyboard, I’ve forgotten it. Now a 
bunch of dwellers of Cyber City insist that we 
add there lingo to our glutted glossary and it 
has deposited a prickly envelope of a fruit 
beneath my girthed leather seat upon a 
horse.
Here are a few examples of new words 
recently placed in our dictionaries:
Bromance: a close platonic male relation-
ship. I don’t really understand this word or 
the term “platonic” but I will stick to the 
term “buddy,” as in “poker buddy” and 
“drinkin’ buddy.” You will never hear me use 
the word “bromance” unless it is in a sen-
tence like “Thar’s no way I’ll ever say bro-
mance in this bar.”
Friend as a verb. I’m sorry, but “friend” is a 
noun and should stay that way. Apparently, 
if you add someone to your list of associates 
on Facebook, you “friend” them. We 
shouldn’t turn nouns into verbs. No telling 
what trouble this could lead to. How would 
the noun “cowpoke” look as a verb? See what 
I mean!
Pimp: to make something more showy or 
attractive. Excuse me? I attended high school 
in inner city Memphis, Tenn., and I know 
firsthand what a pimp is and what he does. 
And it’s definitely not attractive.

Staycation: Vacation spent at home. Hey, I 
live on a working ranch and own rental 
property. Staying at home is no vacation. 
Now plop me on a sandy beach with a fro-
zen margarita in each hand, that’s a vaca-
tion. To whoever came up with the term 
“staycation,” stay right there while I plant 
my foot up your behind.
Turducken: Roast of a chicken inside a duck 
inside a turkey. Do cooks really do this? It 
sounds like something that might air on 
Hell’s Kitchen around Halloween, but really? 
Out here on the ranch, “turducken” occurs 
when some jokester tosses a dry cow patty at 
you. 
Tweet: We all know what “tweet” and 
“Twitter” is, but I don’t know how to do 
either. I can barely friend folks without freez-
ing up my computer screen.
Flash mob: brief gathering for a common 
purpose. I thought this was something done 
by a group of dirty old men in trench coats. 
And the words I previously mentioned, 
“microblog” and “locavore.” A microblog is a 
verb meaning to post very short entries on a 
blog, not a small chunk of fat causing a 
stroke. A “locavore” is one who primarily 
eats locally grown food. Here in Texas, we 
call them poachers.
Do we really need all these new words added 
to our dictionaries? My Webster college dic-
tionary is so thick now I have to get checked 
for a hernia every time I lift it off the shelf. 
Luckily, I have a bromance with a fella who 
claims to have been a doctor once, so getting 
a hernia exam is free. I think we have 
enough words in our vocabulary. If you all 
disagree, then let me know. I’m sure with an 
ample supply of the “3 Ls” out on the Crow’s 
Nest I could come up with some new words. 

Clint Younts spent his summers as a children 
turducken at Old Mountain City. Now he works 
at a veterinary clinic while running cattle on his 
property. He can be contacted at  
rockytop78640@yahoo.com.

Loquacious leader of language lands some looloosLoquacious leader of language lands some looloos



May	201116

The International Society of Weekly Newspaper EditorsThe International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors

Deceptive LabelingDeceptive Labeling
By Leslie O’Donnell 
Editor 
Nutfield Publishing 
Londonderry, N.H. 
April 14, 2011 

Derry students improved their overall stan-
dardized test scores in math and reading this 
year. Nevertheless, almost all of the Derry 
Cooperative School District schools failed to 
achieve Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in 
reading and math, and the District in Need 
of Improvement label was attached by the 
state.
Londonderry is also labeled a District in 
Need of Improvement.
As is Chester. As is Hampstead.
And Pinkerton Academy is a School in Need 
of Improvement.
Yet none of these are schools and districts 
notorious for poor achievement.
If this makes little sense, even as test scores 
at these schools rose and were often higher 
than the state’s target score, the method for 
determining AYP under the federal No Child 
Left Behind act is the culprit.
And culprit it is.

Each year the standard is raised, and while 
we’re all for boosting achievement, we want 
that boost in each student’s knowledge and 
understanding, not in that student’s ability 
to answer practiced test questions.
In the same vein, we want to see teachers 
instructing students in their subjects, not 
teaching to a standardized test.
But with the label of School or District In 
Need of Improvement hanging over their 
heads, the emphasis is all too likely leaning 
toward the latter.
Rather than focusing on the label, we urge 
parents to get to know their schools and 
their children’s teachers. Visit the classroom. 
Volunteer. Review homework. Pay attention.
If your child is thriving and learning, don’t 
let the label throw you off course.
When scores in reading and math are used 
to determine a school’s AYP, a school’s sub-
group scores — those with special needs and/
or learning disabilities — are included. And 
when subgroup students make progress, they 
are often removed from the subgroups and 
moved into the general population. That 
progress is great — but lower scores for the 
subgroup often result.

Federal law 
requires all stu-
dents to test at 
grade level or 
above by the 
2013-14 academic 
year. All students. 
In our hearts, we 
know that every-
one cannot be 
equally adept at 
everything. But 
that’s how the 
schools are 
judged and labeled.
Should schools use the scores and labels to 
guide their curricula? Schools must focus on 
how each child is learning, what skills that 
child is gaining and retaining, and how that 
is built on year to year.
Federal labels are one part of the equation. 
But even those of us who found math was 
not our strong suit know that an equation 
has more than one part. 

Leslie O’Donnell can be contacted at  
zoenh@comcast.net.

Leslie O’Donnell

By Conal O’Boyle 
Editor 
The Nationalist 
Carlow, Ireland 
Feb. 22, 2011 

Democracy is the worst form of government — 
except for all the others that have been tried. 

Winston Churchill
What an extraordinary election campaign 
this has been: the government parties are 
on a hiding to nothing, the opposition par-
ties are flying high in the opinion polls, 
and the electorate...well, what about the 
electorate?
This is the first time in a generation or two 
that politicians can’t buy your vote — 
because there’s no money left to do it. So, 
what are you actually voting for, then? 
Radical change? Stability? Revenge for the 
economic betrayal of our country? 

It’s easy to be cynical at election time; it’s 
particularly easy to be cynical at this one.
Some voters may be tempted to stay away 
from the polls, wishing a plague on all 
political houses. And that’s understand-
able: the political class have hardly covered 
themselves in glory. Over the last decade, 
their salaries have inflated along with their 
egos until they became among the best-
paid politicians in the world. And then the 
world turned upside down. 
Yes, it’s easy to be cynical. It would be easy 
to curse the whole political establishment 
and say that if voting changed anything, 
they’d abolish it — but that’s simply not 
true. Your vote will make a difference. 
Our bigger neighbour outnumbers us 
almost two to one: in this Frankenstein’s 
monster of a constituency, there is an out-
side chance that we could end up with five 
TDs from Kilkenny and none from Carlow. 
That would be an unmitigated disaster.
Vote for whom you like: there are many 

fine candidates 
across the entire 
political spectrum. 
But if you want to 
make life better in 
Co Carlow, you 
need to vote for 
Carlow candi-
dates. 
And while you’re 
doing so, remem-
ber what Churchill 
(the statesman, 
not the TV advert 
dog) had to say about his fellow politicians: 
“A politician needs the ability to foretell 
what is going to happen tomorrow, next 
week, next month, and next year. And to 
have the ability afterwards to explain why 
it didn’t happen.” 

Conal O’Boyle can be contacted at  
news@carlow-nationalist.ie.

Why you need to get out and vote this Friday

Conal O’Boyle

Why you need to get out and vote this Friday



May	2011 17

The International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors

By Steve Andrist 
Publisher 
The Journal 
Crosby, N.D. 
April 4, 2011 

Editor’s note: Once North Dakota state officials 
decided the meeting would be public, the NCAA 
decided it was unwilling to participate. 

That the NCAA is willing to come to North 
Dakota to discuss round 101 in the battle 
over the Fighting Sioux nickname and logo is 
a good thing.
That anyone considered closing the meeting 
to the public is bad. Deplorable, really.
When people who are doing the work of the 
public, members of the public need and 
deserve to have a place at the table to watch, 
understand and participate.
It’s a basic, fundamental tenet of representa-
tive government.
It could easily be argued that the controversy 
over the University of North Dakota’s nick-
name and logo has been given a place far 
disproportionate to its relative importance.
Nevertheless, logical or not, the issue has 
taken on such prominence that it arguably is 
the most passionately debated issue in the 

state’s history. So as the debate continues, 
and the NCAA sends a delegation to meet 
with legislators, elected officials, State Board 
of Higher Education representatives, and 
university administrators, there is no doubt 
whatsoever that the work they are doing is 
being done on behalf of the state’s citizens.
There should be no doubt whatsoever, then, 
that the meeting should be open to the pub-
lic.
In the final analysis, the state officials 
appear to agree. What remains to be seen is 
whether the NCAA will have second 
thoughts about a public meeting.
That there was doubt in the state, though, is 
clear indication that we too often lose sight 
of the public’s rights when doing the public’s 
business. North Dakota’s Open Meetings 
Law states unequivocally that meetings of 
public entities must be open to whoever 
wants to attend them.
It applies to city councils, school boards, zon-
ing boards, park boards and the legislature.
It even applies to standing committees of 
councils and boards.
Virtually everyone everywhere believes it 
should be this way.
And yet there are many hesitations by mem-
bers of public boards who see that it might 

be easier or more 
convenient to avoid 
the eyes of public 
scrutiny when they 
do the public’s bid-
ding.
Here’s the thing.
Easy and conve-
nient isn’t part of 
the equation.
Public is.
Public servants, by 
definition, serve 
the public.
Those of us who are members of the public 
should respect and appreciate the work they 
are elected to do, but no one ever said it 
would be convenient or easy.
If they have to take a stand and make a deci-
sion on a sensitive or controversial issue, it’s 
a difficult job.
But it’s a public job.
If they believe free and open discussion will 
be inhibited by the possibility that remarks 
will end up in the newspaper, we can sympa-
thize.
But it’s a public job.
Even though egos may be bruised and feel-
ings hurt by frank and open discussion, it’s a 
public job.
On the other hand, the law does not pre-
clude private administrative discussions.
A school superintendent, for example, can 
meet with a principal and school board 
member to hash out issues.
A mayor can meet with department heads 
about upcoming projects. But once they 
bring their ideas and suggestions to the poli-
cy level, the discussion and debate must be 
open and free.
It’s arguable that the meeting over the 
Fighting Sioux name is not subject to the 
Open Meetings Law. After all, the idea isn’t 
to hold a meeting of an elected body, or a 
quorum of an elected body.
Still, just because the state law doesn’t say 
the meeting must be open, it also doesn’t say 
it can’t be open.
And when it’s public business, that’s the 
right thing to do. 

Steve Andrist can be contacted at  
stevea@crosbynd.com.

Public servants had best be public about doing public’s work

Steve Andrist

2011 Sustaining Members
In addition to paying their $50 ISWNE membership dues, these indi-
viduals have donated $50 more to the Society. We appreciate their 
generosity!

 Robert H. Estabrook Donald Q. Smith
 Thomas V. Ward Larry Atkinson
 Allan A. Seiler Mo Mehlsak
 Sandra George Don Brod
 Frank Garred Phoebe Baker
 Tom Mullen Vickie Canfield Peters
 Elizabeth Laden Kris O’Leary
 Gary & Helen Sosniecki David Burke
 Barbara Mussman Albert Scardino
 Guy and Marcia Wood Steve Andrist
 Robert E. Trapp Robert B. Trapp
 Bradley A. Martin Barry Wilson
 Dick and Mary Jo Lee Jack Sigvaldason
 Bruce Valpy Marcia Martinek
 Frank McTighe Paul MacNeill
 Jeremy Condliffe Chris Wood
 Steve Thurston Bill Reader
 Matt Jenkins

Public servants had best be public about doing public’s work
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A Taxing SituationA Taxing Situation
By Ross Connelly 
Editor and co-publisher 
The Hardwick Gazette 
Hardwick, Vt. 
April 13, 2011 

An underlying theme to the Hardwick Select 
Board’s efforts to pull opinions from the pop-
ulace about thoughts on moving the town 
offices out of the Memorial Building centers 
on cost — current and on down the road. 
That¹s good thinking. As one person at last 
week’s meeting put it, succinctly, “We can’t 
afford more taxes.”
Taxes. That’s a word that is all abuzz this 
past week, from harried Hardwickians to 
loquacious legislators (more than a few who 
are downright loopy) in Washington, D.C. 
Yes, the debate raged last week, whether to 
tax and spend or whether to not tax and not 
spend, at least for those in need. The net 
result was the president and the leaders from 
the Hill reached a “compromise” that 
allowed the government to continue operat-
ing while agreeing to cut $38 billion from 
the current budget. The specifics of those 
cuts were announced yesterday. Here¹s some 
of the list: Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), cut by $390 
million; college Pell grants, reduced by an 
estimated $35 billion over 10 years and near-
ly $500 million this year; community health 
centers, cut by $600 million; Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, cut by $3.5 bil-
lion.; Women Infant and Children (WIC) 
nutrition program, cut by $504 million; fed-
eral funding for high-speed rail would be 
eliminated, representing a cut of $2.9 billion; 
public transportation, cut by nearly $1 bil-
lion; local law enforcement, cut by $296 mil-

lion; public housing, cut by $605 million.
Nowhere in the reported cuts is there any 
word the money spent for the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan (don’t forget Libya) would 
be cut, with an estimated cost of $100 billion 
a year. Nowhere in the cuts was there any 
indication tax cuts for the wealthy would be 
rescinded.
In a nutshell, there are cuts in assistance for 
the poor and unemployed, cuts in services 
for the middle class and cuts in taxes for the 
rich.
Here are some other numbers to consider. 
When the Census Act of 1790 was passed, 
there were 3,929,326 people reported. The 
population increased to 5,308,483 by 1800; 
23,191,876 by 1850; to 76,212,168 by 1900; 
to 150,697,361 in 1950; to 226,545,805 by 
1980; to 281,421,906 in 2000; and 
308,745,538 by 2010. The population 
increased 9.7 percent in the last decade, 13.2 
percent in the decade before that, and 9.8 
percent between 1980 and 1990.
Common wisdom has it that when a family 
with two people increases to four people, 
costs are going to increase for food, clothing 
and other essentials. Same might be said for 
the costs of services the country¹s population 
shares in common. More people means more 
schools, and more schools means more 
teachers. More people means more cars and 
more cars means more roads, or need for 
road repair. More cars means more air pollu-
tion and cleaning that up doesn’t come 
cheap.
The United States has a greater disparity in 
wealth than any other developed country. It 
used to be that being a millionaire was a big 
deal. Now, billionaires are the measure of 

success. Forbes 
Magazine reports 
there are a few 
over 400 billion-
aires in the United 
states, with a col-
lective net worth of 
$1.3 trillion. 
Census data indi-
cates the top 10 
percent of the pop-
ulation owns 80 
percent of all finan-
cial assets and the 90 
percent below owns 20 percent. In 1915, the 
richest 1 percent of the population earned 
18 percent of all income. In 2010, the richest 
1 percent could claim 24 percent of all 
income. Between 1979 and 2005, the after 
tax income of the top 1 percent increased 
176 percent, the middle increased 21 percent 
and the bottom increased 6 percent.
Hardwickians who are concerned about the 
costs to renovate and sustain the old health 
center building, to renovate and sustain the 
Memorial Building and bring up the 
Jeudevine Library to code have a right to be 
worried. They can’t afford more taxes, and 
the U.S. Congress and the Vermont 
Legislature are not about to change the tax 
structure so the common good can be made 
good.
The rich folks have the money. The rest of us 
are on our own. Smallwonder people don’t 
like taxes. 

Ross Connelly can be contacted at  
news@thehardwickgazette.com.

Ross Connelly 

By Susan Berg  
Managing editor 
Marion County Record 
Marion, Kan. 
March 9, 2011 

Sunshine Week is next week. This specific 
week is not one many put on their calen-
dars or plan parades to celebrate but it is 
important to all of us.

The American Society of News Editors initi-
ated the annual observance in March 2005 
to educate the public about the importance 
of open government and the dangers of 
excessive and unnecessary secrecy.
The designated week coincides with James 
Madison’s birthday and National Freedom 
of Information Day — both on March 16.
So what does this mean to Marion County 
residents?

It means that journalists at this newspaper 
will ask questions that need to be asked of 
government officials — the keepers of our 
tax money and the ones who make deci-
sions that will affect our lives. It’s not 
always easy to ask the questions and we 
know it’s not always easy for officials to 
answer. But it is our job to ask and theirs to 
answer.
We’ll be at the meetings when policy is set 

There should be no secrets in public officeThere should be no secrets in public office

continued on page 20
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Infected by linguistic lunacy
By Mike Buffington 
Editor 
The Jackson Herald 
Jefferson, Ga. 
April 6, 2011 

It’s that time of year when public school 
administrators begin to speak a second lan-
guage. Standardized testing is upon us — 
CRCT, SAT, GHGT — and it’s as if some alien 
life-force descends into the bodies of “educa-
tors.” (“Teachers” isn’t used much anymore; 
sounds too pedestrian, I suppose.)
Suddenly, numerous obtuse and obscure 
phrases start showing up at school board 
meetings and in school news releases, with 
most of those coming from administrators 
whose communications skills are nil.
What am I talking about?
Before the testing begins, parents will be told 
by school leaders that they should expedite 
performance-driven work with new sleep 
strategies at home such that critical thinking 
skills will be enhanced. To reassure parents, 
educators will tell them that educators are 
confident their child will do well in testing 
because the school has focused on child-cen-
tered, brain-compatible, classroom-based 
instruction which has led to greater articula-
tion and higher-order thinking skills. New 
paradigms were used, staff development was 
extensive and more scaffolding was put in 
place for the mastery of learning. That will 
result in more performance-based, mastery-
focused and learner-centered results on the 
test.
School officials will assure stakeholders and 
communities-of-interest that the school is 
assessment-driven and in alignment with 
enriched expectations. The curriculum will 
be described as a new collaborative of con-
structivist and cross-curricular convergence 
with compacting and integration using 
hands-on manipulatives for greater problem-
solving. The alignment of applications and 
competencies will produce strategic and stu-
dent-centered outcomes.
If the test results come back weak, school 
officials will deploy a defensive-based strate-
gy in an effort to explain away the problems. 
The school will promise to reinvent and 
repurpose its competencies and to become 

more inquiry-centered. It will design to 
evolve new innovative goals and strategize, 
streamline, synthesize and synergize the dis-
aggregated results for new differentiated les-
sons. It will implement new initiatives and 
instruction for life-long learning. And school 
officials will again question the process of 
standardized tests and argue that it is not a 
true measure of the school.
If the test data shows students did well, 
school officials will pat themselves on the 
back and explain that the compelling results 
came from a drive to embrace and empower 
students and teachers, which enabled them 
to grow and reach for a new global perspec-
tive. The school will brag about its research-
based and innovative objectives and its mul-
tidisciplinary approach to learning infra-
structures. It will promise to facilitate new 
goals and objectives with a problem-solving 
pedagogy and transition and morph into a 
high-functioning program. It will become 
proactive, revolutionary and a visionary 
school that will achieve great holistic objec-
tives.
I’m not sure what I just wrote, but it sounds 
kinda educated, doesn’t it?
Honestly, I do love teachers and administra-
tors, bless’em; but when the silly season hits, 
I have no idea what they’re talking about. 
Although they tell students to write and com-
municate clearly, educators fail to follow 
their own advice. They fall back on buzz-
words and are so fuzzy in their comments 
that one can only laugh about it.
I’d give’em an “F” in language arts if I could.
My theory about this is that when it comes 
to academic achievement, the education 
community doesn’t know any more than the 
rest of us what really works and doesn’t work 
in the classroom. They promote a slew of 
theories and “research-based strategies,” but 
really nobody fully understands why some 
kids do better than other kids in an academ-
ic environment. Family wealth? Educated 
parents? Genes? Quality of teachers?
In the void of this unknown has developed a 
huge inferiority complex within the educa-
tion culture, a complex so big that it hides 
behind jargon and inane phrases in an effort 
to mask its own lack of confidence. Like the 
kid who tries to impress a teacher on his 

essay by digging 
out the thesaurus 
and using big 
words, the educa-
tion community 
itself uses meaning-
less phrases in an 
effort to impress (or 
maybe confuse) the 
non-academic pub-
lic and to hide its 
own shallowness.
There is an element 
of conceit in all of this, too. The unique insti-
tutional structure of public schools tends to 
create a sense of isolation. Educators too 
often view the world as “us” — the all-know-
ing academic community — and “them,” the 
non-academic plebian riffraff. Throw in a 
handful of crazy parents and everything out-
side the education bubble begins to look like 
disorder — and educators who thrive on 
structure and niceties hate anything that 
smacks of disorder.
Whatever the underlying causes, most teach-
ers I know recognize the silliness of academic 
jargon, but use it as part of the secret lan-
guage so as to be accepted within the aca-
demic brotherhood. It’s all code for, “I’m one 
of you.”
The real problems come from administrators, 
state education bureaucrats and college pro-
fessors who actually believe this nonsense 
has meaning. It doesn’t, but the reality that 
most school curriculum is based on this driv-
el is frightening.
This month is spring break time for area 
schools and many of those who are infected 
with this linguistic lunacy will be at the 
beach, soaking up the sun and having drinks 
with little umbrellas floating on top.
Or, as they might say, “We are having a 
shared convergence in alignment with an 
enrichment experience in a collegial atmo-
sphere to empower our functionalities.”
Seriously. 

Mike Buffington, co-publisher of Mainstreet 
Newspapers, Inc., can be reached at  
mike@mainstreetnews.com.

Mike Buffington

Infected by linguistic lunacy
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Risky businessRisky business
By Kelly Clemmer 
Editor-in-chief 
Star News Inc. 
Wainwright, Alberta 
March 22, 2011 

Editor’s note: A group of “concerned citizens” 
brought stolen biomedical waste into the Star 
News office, to prove that security wasn’t as 
good at the landfill and incinerator. The two 
men behind it were arrested outside the news-
paper office and have since been charged with 
Theft under $5,000 and will have their first 
court appearance on May 5. 

Over the past week an event became the 
top story of the month when a group of 
concerned citizens became mobilized about 
something they were passionate about: 
their concerns about the safety of the incin-
erator. 
Obviously, actions taken by some of the 
group crossed the line, as publisher Roger 
Holmes said in his EDGE editorial on 
Friday. Their actions, an alleged theft of 
biomedical waste and bringing that blood-
soaked bag into the Star News offices, can-
not be condoned based on what they felt 
was the greater good. They put themselves 
at risk, and those around them, including 
our news staff.
The box the waste was removed from was 
labeled “infectious disease,” and that says 
it all. Unknown biomedical material is 
what they are concerned with (and con-

cerned enough to protest the incinerator’s 
site on Saturday), was carried by hand into 
our office and plopped down next to us 
putting us all at risk.
The alleged theft is bad enough, but risking 
our health to “make a point” is something 
that will be hard to forget. 
Being passionate and mobilizing people 
into action should be lauded, especially in 
a day and age of apathy. We should be 
proud that there are those that are con-
cerned about our citizen’s safety and were 
willing to go to some lengths to raise the 
awareness of it. That being said, there’s a 
right and wrong way to do things and this 
was wrong. 
The way to do it was for them to do their 
homework. A meeting could have been 
called of the Waste to Energy Authority to 
voice these concerns before staging protests 
or taking matters into their own hands. 
There are lots of questions that need to be 
answered and looked into further before a 
second incinerator is given the green light. 
Right now, it’s in Alberta Environment’s 
hands to decide if a second incinerator is 
even possible. If given the go ahead, it’s 
still up to the Wainwright Regional Waste 
to Energy Authority to make the call to 
build it. No doubt, they will take their time 
and hear out the local concerns and take a 
deeper look at some of these issues before 
anything happens. 
From all appearances, the worst of the con-

cerned group’s 
fears seem to be 
unfounded. Most 
likely there are 
things that need to 
be tightened up, 
and of those issues 
— from procedural 
to storage and 
handling to per-
haps better work-
ing conditions for 
employees — 
should be looked 
at.
The whole issue of incineration and incin-
eration of biomedical waste is something 
that could be up for debate, although if 
you’re willing to open that debate, you 
must be prepared to pay for the costs of 
waste pick up — costs that are covered by 
the incineration of biomedical waste.
We also have to remember if incineration 
stops, what happens to our landfill? The 
plan for a second incinerator is to have the 
capacity to burn more municipal waste 
which will reduce the impacts on our land-
fill. If we can’t manage that, then we’ll 
have to ship our waste elsewhere and we 
must be prepared to pay for that too, and 
pay big.
Let the debate begin, not rash action. 

Kelly Clemmer can be contacted at  
kelly@starnews.ca.

Kelly Clemmer

and decisions are made. We’ll talk with 
public officials after the meetings and 
when news happens to find out the details. 
We’ll go that extra step because we owe it 
to you, our readers.
Asking questions about issues isn’t always 
popular and is sometimes uncomfortable 
but it has to be done.
We’re certain that most public officials — 
on a local level, anyway — are not purpose-
ly hiding information from us but when 
they are less than honest with us, it sure 
makes us wonder what is going on.

Just think where this community would be 
if county, city, and school officials could 
conduct business behind closed doors?
News is news — good or bad. No one wants 
to be the bearer of bad news — including 
us. But when bad news happens, public 
officials would be better off to give the 
information asked of them rather than try-
ing to sugarcoat it. We’ll get to the truth, 
sooner or later, and when we do, we’re 
going to report it.
Public officials — appointed and elected — 
have a responsibility to constituents, includ-

ing this newspaper. They should be open 
and honest because we all pay their sala-
ries. They work for us.
There won’t be speeches or fanfare next 
week — even though there should be. 
Instead, reputable journalists will be 
reminded of our responsibility to our read-
ers and officials.
We take that responsibility seriously — not 
just during Sunshine Week but every day. 

Susan Berg can be contacted at  
record@marionrecord.com.

There should be no secrets from page 18 



May	2011 21

The International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors

By Ray Laakaniemi 

A few keystrokes will tell you there are 
roughly 250 million websites online today. 
The six most popular are Facebook, 
YouTube, Yahoo, Live.com, Wikipedia and 
MSN.
When I redid my book, I had no choice but 
to throw out the entire chapter on how the 
web can help weeklies. Sites had shut down 
(Facsnet, Notrain nogain), some had 
changed to pay sites, and some had just 
vanished. A publisher I talked with this 
week said what is hot on the web on 
Monday is dead by Friday.
What I had in mind with this is limited to 
finding sites which can help the weekly 
reporter and editor in their daily tasks. 
These sites can check spelling, give ideas for 
better heads, help with an investigative 
story too big for one person, or put you in 
touch with someone who can give insight 
on a local problem. They can tell you about 
the company that is moving in (or out) of 
your town, give you training help at your 
desk, and enhance your specialty, whether 
it is headlines, columns, or making contact 
with a government or private agency that 
can help you with a story. A few of these 
charge, some are for members.
By category, with minimal explanations:
General: you know the search engines and 
the big players in the field, but check out 
REFDESK.com, billed as the “Fact Checker 
for the Internet.” I have never seen so much 
go to info on one page. For journalism 
groups, an ungodly URL but more than 80 
associations, training resources, watchdog 
groups and research organizations at 
http//contents.hks.harvard.edu/journalist-
sresources. Then look for Journalism 
Organizations. General reference, IPL.org, 
the Internet Public Library.
Problems and story ideas: ISWNE.org with 
its unique hotline; IRJCI.blogspot.com, 
“events, trends, issues and ideas” for rural 
journalism, great for story ideas. IRE.org 

(fee) with 23,000 investigative stories and 
3,000 tip sheets on how to cover beats or 
stories. May be no other way for a small or 
one person staff to investigate but to rely 
on others who have done the same investi-
gation elsewhere. PROFNET.PRNEWSWIRE.
com, connect free with 30,000 experts in 
almost any field.
Training: The key word on many sites is 
Resources. JOURNALISMTRAINING.org, co 
sponsored by SPJ; AJR.org; NEWSU.org 
(Poynter). SPJ.org/trainingondemand.asp 
has videos on using video and understand-
ing social media (members); 
JOURNALISTSTOOLBOX.org has a variety 
of training options, presented by SPJ. 
KCNN.org/resources/, the Knight Citizen 
News Network.
Ethics: SPJ.org/ ethics; multiple ethics codes 
at JOURNALISM.org/resources/ethics_codes.
Definitions, quotations: ONELOOK.com, 
QUOTATIONS.com.
Finding newspapers: NEWSLINK.org; 
USNPL.com; NEWSPAPERS.com.
Newsroom specialties: COPYDESK.org, 
especially for examples of bright headlines; 
THESLOT.com, on copy editing, with plugs 
for Lapsing into a Comma and The Elephants 
of Style; EWA.org for education writers; 
SABEW.org for business writers; ICEW.org 
for editorial writers; SEJ.com for environ-
mental journalists; SND.com for page 
designers; COLUMNISTS.com for you 
guessed it, columnists.
Newsroom issues: AJR.org; CJR. Org; Jay 
Rosen’s PRESSTHINK.org.
Business firm info: SEC.gov/edgar/shtml.
Non profits: www2.GUIDESTAR.org. Go to 
Analyze Nonprofit Data, basic search 
(free). 
Consumer protection information: FRAUD. 
Org; BBB.org for Better Business Bureau.
To catch a thief or other criminal: AMW.
com, America’s Most Wanted; FBI.gov/
wanted/topten.

Government statis-
tics: FEDSTATS.gov 
(100 agencies) 
CENSUS.gov to 
track 311,086, 819 
people in the US, 
with FAQ and sub-
ject index. Note: 
Census data will 
be released from 
April 2011 
through 
September 2013.
Government sites: 
FEDWORLD.gov, general directory site, 
Department of Commerce; THOMAS.loc.
gov for updates on where legislation stands 
(named for Thomas Jefferson); OSHA.gov; 
CDC.gov, Centers for Disease Control; FEC. 
Gov, election campaign funding informa-
tion.
Polling Questions: Not sure it is a good 
poll? AAPOR.org, The American 
Association for Public Opinion Research, 
under Pressroom, has Questions to Ask 
When Writing About Polls.
Online Journalism  
KNIGHTDIGITALMEDIACENTER.org; 
Online Journalism Review, OJR.org; 
STEVEOUTING.com.
Freedom of information issues:NFOIC.com, 
the National Freedom of Information 
Coalition.
I have checked all of these sites, all working 
as of early April 2011. You also understand 
that finding a site is only half the battle, 
though sites are easier to navigate now 
than before. If you have a site you use in 
your daily reporting duties, email me at 
rlaakan@bgsu.edu. If we get enough of 
them, we can do another article, or contin-
ue this discussion on the ISWNE Facebook 
site. 

Ray Laakaniemi is a retired J prof. His site is 
theweeklywritershandbook.com.

Worthwhile websites for writers on weeklies

Ray Laakaniemi

Worthwhile websites for writers on weeklies



May	201122

The International Society of Weekly Newspaper EditorsThe International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors

By Jim Pumarlo 

Most reporters can likely relate to this sce-
nario. Someone appears before a city council 
or other governing board to unleash criticism 
about an individual or organization. 
Reporters have little difficulty presenting a 
balanced report — recording all sides of the 
story — if the accused is at the meeting.
But what happens if the individual is not 
present? And what if deadlines do not permit 
time to get the other side of the argument?
It’s the classic case of a “single source” story. 
These types of stories are no doubt the easi-
est to write, and they are the most likely to 
prompt calls of “foul play” from readers.
A quick review of newspapers or a simple 
brainstorming session at a staff meeting can 
reveal additional opportunities for broader 
coverage. The more voices in a story, the 
more balanced the report.
Labor disputes are a case in point. A union 
goes on strike and issues a two-page release 
on what it characterizes as unfair labor prac-
tices by the employer; the story runs without 
any response from the company. Or a com-
pany announces a major reorganization 
which results in the layoff of numerous 
employees; the published report is void of 
any comment from the affected employees 
and their families.
Coverage of public affairs affords ample 
opportunities for including multiple voices. 

A school board is prepared to act on a rec-
ommendation to switch from half-day to all-
day kindergarten; the packet of materials 
accompanying the agenda details the rea-
sons. A preview of the meeting is a chance to 
provide the range of “pro” and “con” argu-
ments including interviews with a variety of 
individuals. Follow-up reports on a variety of 
board actions present similar opportunities.
Review other standard fare in newspapers as 
well.
A community’s selection of a “citizen of the 
year” is an automatic feature story — usually 
a one-on-one sit-down with the honoree. 
Inject some flavor to the story by including 
comments from other individuals.
A big-box retailer comes into a town with 
great fanfare. A sidebar is appropriate to 
capture the sentiments of those who believe 
local retailers will be helped or hindered.
Most items in police blotters are sufficiently 
summarized in a few sentences. On occasion, 
take the time to quiz police on some inci-
dents, and the circumstances can lead to an 
interesting story.
Tracking down all the voices — all the per-
spectives — of a story is just the first step, 
however. Two other points are important in 
the spirit of fairness.
No. 1, give the opposing voices equal promi-
nence. Court proceedings are a great exam-
ple. In other words, don’t put the prosecu-
tor’s arguments on page one and bury the 

defense’s rebuttal 
on jump page. 
Readers’ attention 
is limited on the 
web, too; present 
the opposing view-
points in the first 
few paragraphs.
No. 2, don’t be 
afraid to hold a 
story if it means 
delivering a more 
complete — and 
more fair — report. That’s especially the case 
with nondaily newspapers where it can be a 
few days to a week before readers receive the 
“other side.” In these cases, the web is a 
great friend. Newspapers can wait a few 
hours to pursue all the voices and still deliver 
a timely report.
Seeking and incorporating the many varied 
— yet pertinent — voices in a story is not 
always easy. It can take time and hard work 
— solid journalism that benefits the newspa-
per and readers alike. 

Jim Pumarlo writes, speaks and provides train-
ing on Community Newsroom Success Strategies. 
He is author of “Votes and Quotes: A Guide to 
Outstanding Election Coverage” and “Bad News 
and Good Judgment: A Guide to Reporting on 
Sensitive Issues in a Small-Town Newspaper.” He 
can be contacted at www.pumarlo.com.

Multiple voices better than single source

Jim Pumarlo
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Going…going…going to England in July? 
Don’t forget to bring a silent auction item. An 
ISWNE tradition since 2004, the auction sup-
ports conference scholarships through the 
ISWNE Foundation.
The Foundation was established in 2001 as 
the financial arm of the International Society 
of Weekly Newspaper Editors. It is governed 
by a board of ISWNE members who report 
directly to the ISWNE board of directors. The 
Foundation’s primary purpose is to oversee 
scholarships to the annual conferences. These 
include the Long-Waring, Hazel Brannon 
Smith, Freireich and Mazza scholarships. 
These endowed funds guarantee four new 
faces at every summer conference. Other edi-
tors are granted scholarships as funds allow. 
Since its inception, the auction has funded 
more than 50 scholarships to conferences.

Success of the auction depends entirely on 
conference attendees. Members of the 
Foundation board hope everyone at the con-
ference will not only bring an item for the 
table, but also take at least one away. Sale 
items are as varied as the people who bring 
them. Books and wine are always good choic-
es. If you have a hobby that centers on creat-
ing something with your hands (knitting, 
woodworking, ceramics or pottery), bring 
something you’ve made.
Last year, two guests got really innovative and 
didn’t have to transport anything but litera-
ture. The two items receiving the most interest 
(and raising the most money) last year were a 
vacation package in Florida and a Green Bay 
Packers excursion. Because most of the 
attendees this year will be flying, it’s impor-
tant to donate things that can easily packed 
in a suitcase or shipped. Anyone wishing to 
send an item prior to the conference can 

address packages to conference coordinator 
Jeremy Condliffe, Editor, Congleton Chronicle, 
11 High Street, Congleton CW12 1BW, 
England. Arrangements can also be made to 
ship packages back to North America.
The auction provides a social aspect to the 
conference, which is packed with educational 
and editorial workshops and tours. Each year, 
at least one friendly rivalry exists as bidders 
take pen in hand to raise the price on a favor-
ite item. The person who donates the item 
that brings in the highest dollar amount has 
a $50 donation to the Foundation made in his 
or her name.
So, start thinking or go shopping for your 
2011 silent auction donation. You could either 
bring or take home the most-sought-after item 
on the tables!
Questions about the auction can be directed 
to Vickie Canfield Peters at vcanfieldp@hot-
mail.com.

Silent auction benefits FoundationSilent auction benefits Foundation
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By Don Corrigan 
Editor-in-chief 
Webster-Kirkwood Times, Inc. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
April 22, 2011 

Three of my Mizzou J-School mentors have 
passed on to the great news desk in the 
heavens. To use a little journalistic lingo, 
you can pencil in “30” now to close their 
life stories.
Professors William Howard Taft, Thomas 
Duffy and Dale Spencer are legendary 
journalism educators. Taft was buried in 
February and obits in the trade magazines 
noted that he taught Mizzou’s required 
History and Principles of Journalism class 
to more than 10,000 students before retir-
ing.
Many of those 10,000 can probably recall 
viewing Prof. Taft’s slide show of every 
nook and cranny in the castle of the great 
media tycoon William Randolph Hearst. 
Taft’s tests were exercises in the arcane triv-
ia of journalism history. The only way to 
prepare for them was to hole up in the Ellis 
Library and to pore over Taft’s assigned 
texts for hours.
Another force of journalism to be reckoned 
with was the late Dale Spencer, who taught 

media law in much the same way as Prof. 
Charles W. Kingsfield Jr. executed his duties 
in the movie, Paper Chase. All students were 
expected to go to Mizzou’s law library on 
weekends and be up to speed on Monday 
on landmark cases in the Supreme Court 
Recorders.
Could there be any worse embarrassment 
than to be called upon to recite the particu-
lars of New York Times v. Sullivan in 
Spencer’s class and to be totally unpre-
pared? Well, in fact, yes. No class offered 
humiliation like that of Mizzou feature 
writing guru Tom Duffy. Old Duffy 
assigned an automatic F for any story with 
a proper name spelled incorrectly.
“Mr. Hults, you got an ‘F.’ How do you spell 
Paquin Street?” was a familiar refrain to 
the way Tom Duffy opened up his journal-
ism class.
I recall tears streaming down the face of 
Mr. Hults, who was in danger of getting 
thrown out of the program if he got anoth-
er C in a course. In the interests of full dis-
closure, I got nailed by Tom Duffy for an 
errant spelling of Czechoslovakia, but I 
didn’t cry.
I do cry a little now when I pass by the 
new, shiny Reynolds Journalism Institute 
Building on the Mizzou campus. I hear the 

journalism stu-
dents in that edi-
fice are discussing 
how to monetize 
the web or how to 
establish a brand 
for their musings 
by using Facebook 
and hashtagging 
Tweets.
All well and good, 
but will these wags 
have stories to tell 
about being ter-
rorized over spelling by Mr. Duffy, when 
they’re four decades down the pike? Or will 
they chuckle about the minutiae in Taft’s 
own journalism history tomes, such as his 
Show-Me Journalists: The First 200 Years.
Of course, I have more respect for Taft’s 
work now that I’m older. I wish he was 
around to update his text with an entry 
about the Times adding the West End Word 
paper to its Show-Me State publishing oper-
ations.
Rest in peace, you sadly departed Missouri 
mentors. You were the best!  

Don Corrigan can be contacted at  
corrigan@timesnewspapers.com.

Departed Mentors of Mizzou
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The Michener Awards Foundation has 
announced six finalists for the 2010 
Michener Award for meritorious public ser-
vice journalism, including The Eastern Door, 
an ISWNE member newspaper from 
Kahnawake, Quebec.
The other five finalists for the Michener 
Award are the Calgary Herald, the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, The 
Hamilton Spectator, la Société Radio-
Canada, and The Vancouver Sun. 
The judges awarded the Michener-Deacon 
Fellowship to Jane Armstrong, a Toronto 
freelance writer whose career includes 20 
years as a national and international 
reporter with The Toronto Star and The Globe 
and Mail. Her fellowship project will scruti-
nize the impact of Canada’s aid programs 
in Afghanistan over the past decade and 
explore the future of those projects when 

Canada’s military role winds down this 
summer. 
His Excellency the Right Honourable David 
Johnston, Governor General of Canada, 
will host the Michener Awards ceremony at 
Rideau Hall in Ottawa on June 14 where 
the winner of the 2010 Michener Award 
will be announced and the Michener-
Deacon Fellowship will be presented. 
The Michener Award, founded in 1970 by 
the late Roland Michener, then Governor-
General, goes to a news organization. The 
judges’ decisions are heavily influenced by 
the degree of public benefit generated by 
the print and broadcast entries submitted 
for consideration. 
The sustained reporting of the decision of 
the Mohawk Council of Kahnawke to send 
eviction letters to non-Natives living on the 
reserve put names and faces to the evic-

tions and sparked 
a public discussion 
in this close-knit 
community into 
what The Eastern 
Door called a 
“human rights 
story.” The coura-
geous involvement 
of the community 
paper has contrib-
uted to the rever-
sal of a decision of 
the Mohawk 
Council to evict non-Native residents living 
on the reserve. 
Steve Bonspiel, publisher of The Eastern 
Door, became an ISWNE member earlier 
this year and will be attending the summer 
conference in Coventry, England.

ISWNE paper among Michener Award finalists

Steve Bonspiel
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By Dick Crockford 
Publisher 
Dillon Tribune 
Dillon, Mont. 
Jan. 19, 2011 

Oog! It’s already started. We’re only 15 
days or so into the new legislative session 
in Helena, and we’re already seeing bills 
that make the eyes roll.
I’m talking about those time wasters that 
provide lawmakers with a chance to clam-
ber atop their soapboxes but that have 
either little chance of passing or — if they 
do make it through both houses and gain 
the governor’s signature — will do little to 
advance the welfare of everyday, taxpaying 
citizens like you and me.
I was surprised and appalled to read com-
ments attributed to a gentleman I know 
from Anaconda, who testified last Friday 
on House Bill 178, a measure introduced by 
a Park City legislator that would ban illegal 
immigrants from receiving workers’ com-
pensation insurance benefits.
“They are slowly infiltrating the state of 
Montana,” Art Ellison reportedly said. He, 
along with other members of the American 
Legion, testified in support of the bill. “All 
of the Western states are inundated with 
the illegal immigrants.” (It’s ironic that 
such a view would be held in a part of the 
state that truly built its economic fortunes 
on the backs of immigrants.)
If the Western states are inundated with 
illegal immigrants, it must be because it is 
worth the risk of being caught and deport-
ed. That, of course, implies that there must 
be economic opportunity in Montana and 
other Western states. Furthermore, that 
indicates to me that illegal immigrants 
must be working here, perhaps in danger-
ous settings.

Is it really a problem? Workers’ compensa-
tion claims by illegal immigrants, that is? I 
would think the bigger problem is the bur-
den on hospitals that might be left holding 
the bag after providing emergency care to 
illegals who have no sort of coverage.
And really, is Montana “inundated” with 
illegal immigrants, or is it simply that we 
have a lot of migrant workers — mostly 
agricultural — who skin is brown and 
whose primary language is not English?
According to the Associated Press story I 
read over the weekend, Rep. David 
Howard, the Park City legislator, said his 
proposed bill is an extra safeguard that is 
needed to make sure only people in the 
country legally get a driver’s license.
Somehow, I doubt that people who are in 
the country illegally are too concerned 
about a driver’s license. Besides, what good 
would that do? Shoot, we can’t even get a 
handle on drivers whose licenses have been 
jerked because of multiple convictions for 
driving under the influence.
Howard’s bill made it out of committee, but 
I certainly hope it dies a quick death in the 
full House.
Another bill I think we could do without is 
one that would allow legislators with con-
cealed firearm permits to carry their guns 
with them while in chambers. Kalispell 
Sen. Verdell Jackson made the argument 
that allowing lawmakers to carry their 
guns could avert trouble should someone 
try to forcibly make trouble.
Trouble is, to justify his position, Jackson 
cited an incident in the Utah legislature 
where lawmakers supposedly stopped a 
serious confrontation by drawing their pis-
tols at an intruder. Turns out, it never hap-
pened. Oops.
Then there’s Senate Bill 106, which would, 
if enacted into law, require Montana’s 

attorney general, 
Steve Bullock, to 
join a lawsuit filed 
in federal court in 
Florida challeng-
ing the federal 
health care law 
enacted last 
March. Sen. Jason 
Priest of Red Lodge 
is the sponsor of 
S.B. 106
It would appear 
that Priest has 
overlooked the fact that Bullock is not an 
officer of the legislature, but is, in fact, an 
officeholder under the executive branch. 
Yes, Montana’s AG is directly elected by the 
citizens, not hired by lawmakers as an 
attorney. That means his office is indepen-
dent of the legislature. Mandating the AG 
to enter a lawsuit against the feds would be 
like the Beaverhead County commissioners 
ordering the sheriff to make an arrest.
I personally believe that if there was some 
sort of law on the books requiring men to 
doff their hats/caps when they enter a 
building — or when they greet a lady on 
the street — we’d be on our way to a much 
more civil society. That doesn’t mean, 
though, that I want my representative 
introducing a bill mandating said doffing.
Let’s get to work making sure our state’s 
budget takes care of Montana’s fiscal needs 
for the 2012-2013 biennium, and that any 
new laws that come on the books as a 
result of the legislative session truly serve to 
bolster the welfare of Montana and its citi-
zens — you and me! 

Dick Crockford can be contacted at 
publisher@dillontribune.com.
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By David Giffey 
Home News 
Spring Green, Wis. 
March 2, 2011 

It could be said that the Wisconsin capitol 
is just another building. Impressive for its 
size, location, marble and granite and 
limestone, and old-world craftsmanship, 
the capitol in Madison is, after all, just 
another building.
Or is it? 
Over time the Wisconsin capitol has come 
to symbolize many human struggles. The 
people of Wisconsin have taken their griev-
ances to the capitol for redress time and 
time again. Sometimes the people succeed-
ed in making their voices heard. Sometimes 
they were heard and rebuffed. Sometimes 
they weren’t heard at all.
But the stately building, neutral and long-
standing, remained open not only to legis-
lators and lobbyists but also to the power-
less.
I fit that description — powerless — when I 
first visited the capitol. It was probably in 
1948, the state’s centennial year. I was in 
third grade at Crescent School, a one-room 
country school in rural Fond du Lac 
County. While I don’t recall the time of 
year, spring or fall, the day was wet and 
chilly when about 24 of us in grades one 
through eight, climbed into a yellow school 
bus with our teacher and headed for 
Madison. 
That was my first ride in a school bus. 
Previously I was transported to school on 
foot, on bicycle, or sometimes in a green 
Studebaker pickup truck.
The prospect of going to Madison was 
thrilling. Farm boy that I was, I had never 
set foot in a large city, never seen the capi-
tol, never visited Milwaukee or Green Bay. 
My urban experiences were limited to 
church in Fond du Lac and memorable 
journeys to Oshkosh where my sister was a 
student at the state teachers’ college.

As an 8-year-old, the political workings of 
the capitol were distant and mysterious. 
But I clearly remember a kind man work-
ing at a little concession stand in the rotun-
da. He patiently let us examine souvenirs 
including a small lapel pin that fit my dis-
cretionary spending budget of about a dol-
lar. I also recall a happy tour of a potato 
chip factory on East Washington Avenue, 
and the edible samples we received as 
snacks for the trip home on Highway 151.
About 10 years later, I revisited the capitol 
as a delegate to the state convention of 
Young Democrats. By then I had formed 
some opinions. In 1966 — following events 
of personal significance including partici-
pation in a war in Vietnam — I returned 
with migrant farm worker friends, hopeful 
union members all, who marched for five 
days from Wautoma to the capitol in 
search of justice and compensation for 
their labor. I was back in the fall of 1969 
when James Groppi and a thousand wel-
fare mothers briefly seized the assembly 
chambers to protest welfare cuts. 
Switching gears, in the early 1970s I sold 
homegrown produce every Saturday morn-
ing on the capitol grounds at the nascent 
farmers’ market. 
I can’t list the pleasant strolls I’ve taken 
through the capitol soaking up its grandeur 
in all the intervening years. Suffice it to say 
there were many.
I was moved to wage a solitary protest in 
2000 at Rep. DuWayne Johnsrud’s third-
floor office when he imported mourning 
dove carcasses to be served up to hungry 
legislators and reporters as a stunt support-
ing legislation to establish dove hunting in 
Wisconsin. I lost that argument. Another 
time I testified in the capitol to a legislative 
committee because I thought merging the 
Wisconsin Arts Board with the Department 
of Tourism was a bad idea. Still do. 
Argument lost.
Over the years, I have been at the capitol 
with hundreds and thousands of others in 

protest demonstra-
tions against too 
many wars. The 
largest was a gath-
ering of 10,000 
people objecting to 
the invasion of 
Iraq in 2003, and 
it was largely 
ignored. 
Why is the capitol 
such a magnet for 
public expression?
Because it is ours.
The grounds, the dome, the gilded 
“Forward” sculpture, the revolving doors, 
the names of politicians in gold leaf, the 
secret passages, the mosaics, the acous-
tics…all those belong to the citizens of 
Wisconsin.
Shared ownership of the capitol has kept it 
safe and sound during recent days of phe-
nomenal occupation and activity by tens of 
thousands of people protesting Gov. Scott 
Walker’s efforts to destroy collective bar-
gaining. The 80,000 or more people at the 
capitol on Saturday exercised a form of col-
lective bargaining with their feet and signs 
and voices. I saw a lot of River Valley resi-
dents responding to Walker’s radical prob-
lem joining the protest on Saturday, slowly 
marching around the square in freezing 
temperatures and falling snow.
In such a swirl of activity, with much at 
stake and emotions high, the capitol was 
cared for and protected. Why? Because the 
people would never damage something 
they respect and love? That’s the prevailing 
ethic of the people of our state. 
Conversely, doing damage to institutions 
and people we love would have to be based 
in a differing ethic, one of disrespect. That 
would be another story. 

David Giffey can be contacted at  
giffeyhomenews@yahoo.com. 
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Into the Issues #3Into the Issues #3
By Al Cross 

If your schools are laying off teachers, or if 
your county is letting some paved roads 
revert to gravel, they are part of a national 
trend. We wrote about both of them recent-
ly on The Rural Blog, the daily digest of 
events, trends, issues, ideas and journalism 
from and about rural America, published 
by the Institute for Rural Journalism and 
Community Issues. We also looked at other 
education issues, shaky rural bridges, 
shrinking volunteer fire departments and a 
lot more.
Schools could be facing “the most extensive 
layoffs of their teaching staffs in decades,” 
Sam Dillon of The New York Times reported, 
saying it had created a division “between 
politicians and union leaders over the 
seniority-based layoff methods stipulated in 
union contracts.” We think the division also 
exists in non-unionized school districts, 
between teachers who have gained tenure 
and those who have not. It could be an 
important issue for your community. Our 
blog item is at http://irjci.blogspot.com/ 
2011/03/many-teacher-layoffs-are-on-hori-
zon.html.
Other education items noted a report from 
Education Week that Tea Party candidates 
are winning school board elections (http://
irjci.blogspot.com/2011/04/tea-party-see-
ing-success-in-school.html) and a Stateline.
org story about budget troubles for commu-
nity colleges, which can fall between cover-
age cracks because of their hybrid state-
local nature. That item is at http://irjci.
blogspot.com/2011/04/community-college-
funding-takes-hit-as.html.
The blacktop-to-gravel phenomenon start-
ed a few years ago, but seems to have 
accelerated as the recession squeezes gov-
ernment budgets. Pam Louwagie of the 
Minneapolis Star-Tribune looked at states in 
the Upper Midwest, but we’ll bet the phe-
nomenon exists elsewhere. Our item is at 
http://irjci.blogspot.com/2011/03/cash-
poor-states-localities-let-roads.html.
Also on the road front, our friends at the 
Daily Yonder picked up on a report that 11 

percent of U.S. bridges are structurally defi-
cient, and almost two-thirds of them are in 
rural counties. Our item, with the Yonder’s 
county-by-county map, is at http://irjci.
blogspot.com/2011/04/rural-bridges-and-
repair-budget-are.html.
While on a trip to Oregon, we saw a story 
in The Oregonian reporting that the number 
of volunteer firefighters in the U.S. has 
dropped 12 percent in the last five years. 
Reasons include stricter training rules, 
more rural residents working in other 
towns, and fewer people willing and able 
to do the physical labor of firefighting. This 
sounds like a story for countless rural com-
munities. See http://irjci.blogspot.
com/2011/04/number-of-volunteer-fire-
fighters-drops.html.
Every community may not have a fire 
department, but all have a cemetery. Many 
are family plots that have an uncertain 
future because their caretakers are aging 
and can’t find worthy successors, J. 
Freedom DuLac reported for The 
Washington Post: http://irjci.blogspot.
com/2011/04/small-rural-cemeteries-may-
fade-away.html.
In the debate over the federal budget defi-
cit and national debt, Republicans have 
targeted the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting and National Public Radio, 
but the CPB’s money is most important in 
rural areas, where many public stations 
could not survive without it. Some such sta-
tions, like the one in Whitesburg, Ky., don’t 
even run NPR programs. Kit Seeyle of The 
New York Times wrote it up, and Times col-
umnist Tim Egan wrote about a rural pub-
lic station in eastern Idaho that does run 
NPR shows and is managed by a conserva-
tive who finds them largely balanced. Links 
to both stories are at http://irjci.blogspot.
com/2011/04/unusual-public-radio-station-
in.html.
Republicans have also targeted the 
Environmental Protection Agency. EPA 
Administrator Lisa Jackson said there are 
many myths about what her agency is 
doing or planning to do, and she said it 
would not regulate farm runoff in the 

Mississippi River 
watershed if volun-
tary soil-conserva-
tion measures 
work: http://irjci.
blogspot.
com/2011/ 04/
epa-responds-
favorably-to-volun-
tary.html.
Soil erosion was 
the first rural envi-
ronmental issue, 
starting in the 
Dust Bowl days, and research at land-grant 
universities helped control it. Federal and 
state budget problems could hurt the 
schools’ research and extension missions, 
speakers at a Farm Foundation Forum said: 
http://irjci.blogspot.com/2011/04/land-
grant-research-programs-among.html.
For years there has been a growing short-
age of large-animal veterinarians, partly 
because an increasing number of vet stu-
dents are women who prefer small-animal 
practices. We’ve been covering this prob-
lem for some time; our latest item is about 
legislation that would give a tax break to 
the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment 
Program: http://irjci.blogspot.com/2011/ 
04/proposed-legislation-may-combat-rural.
html.
National parks have long been big eco-
nomic assets in rural areas, and soon they 
may be even more so, because of a new 
policy favoring local food products. Sounds 
like a good-news story for the business 
page: http://irjci.blogspot.com/2011/04/
national-parks-to-require-food.html.
Here may be another: As the recession 
fades and businesses add employees, some 
are “outsourcing” work to small towns 
instead of other countries. “Rural sourcing” 
is nothing new; there’s actually a company 
by that name. But the trend abated during 
the recession, and is now coming back, 
Small Business Trends reported: http://irjci.
blogspot.com/2011/04/rural-sourcing-
brings-online-jobs-to.html.
The U.S. Postal Service tried to keep secret 

Al Cross

continued on page 27
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its list of 407 post offices it has recently 
closed, but the Postal Regulatory 
Commission asked for the list and then 
made it public: http://irjci.blogspot.
com/2011/03/list-of-407-closed-post-offices-
is.html.
Some blog items aren’t about events, 
trends, or issues, but about resources. We 

noted that The New York Times made its 
interactive 2010 census map available: 
http://irjci.blogspot.com/2011/03/interac-
tive-2010-us-census-map.html.
If you have issues, ideas or stories that 
should be on The Rural Blog, please email 
me at al.cross@uky.edu. 

Al Cross edited and managed weekly newspa-
pers before spending 26 years at The 
(Louisville) Courier-Journal and serving as 
president of the Society of Professional 
Journalists. Since 2004 he has been director of 
the Institute for Rural Journalism and 
Community Issues, based at the University of 
Kentucky, with partners at 28 universities in 18 
states. See www.RuralJournalism.org.

By Byron Brewer 
Frankfort, Ky. 

So many staff members came and went 
during the 19 years I actively worked for 
Scott County newspapers that you would 
not think I would remember a sports intern 
who also occasionally swung a camera, 
would you?
Well, the fact that Tom Viney was a track 
star and I was not only president of the 
local unit of the American Cancer Society 
but captain of the News-Graphic Relay for 
Life team might have had something to do 
with it. That, and the fact that Tom and I 
became instant friends. (In fact, before I 
knew it, I was friends with the entire Viney 
family and remain so to this day.)
“During my high school years, I was active 
with Georgetown’s Habitat for Humanity,” 
Tom recalled. “I was also taking a journal-
ism class, so I paired the two together and 
wrote an article on a Habitat for Humanity 
housing blitz that was occurring and sub-
mitted it to the News-Graphic. That was my 
first but luckily not my last interaction with 
Byron Brewer. The article and photo ran 
in the paper (a copy of which I have hang-
ing in my office to this day) and it kicked 
off a very influential experience for me.  
“I was given a summer job working for the 
paper, primarily writing sports feature arti-
cles and doing a little photography on the 
side. One of the more rewarding experienc-
es was focusing on covering different Scott 
County athletes who would be participat-
ing in the annual Bluegrass State Games.  
The series of feature articles (which includ-

ed everything from karate to kayaking) 
ended up being recognized by the Games 
as the best coverage for a newspaper the 
size of the News-Graphic.”
Writing for the paper was “a defining expe-
rience” for Tom. He was enthralled by 
being able to meet so many people and tell 
their stories. Able to focus on the positive 
and uplifting stories within the Georgetown 
community, he thought he had fallen into 
his future career choice. Tom selected 
Western Kentucky University primarily due 
to its nationally recognized journalism 
department. But after a semester of jour-
nalism classes, the realization of how 
unique his experience at the Georgetown 
paper truly was set in.
“Discovering that in the real world I would 
not have the flexibility and freedom I expe-
rienced with the members of the News-
Graphic, I altered my degree to marketing. 
However, throughout all my professional 
endeavors, those experiences learned at 
the News-Graphic are some I still utilize to 
this day.”
The athletic Viney began running track in 
the sixth grade. During his eighth grade 
and freshman years, he traded his running 
shoes for a tennis racquet.  During his 
sophomore year, Tom was talked into join-
ing the cross country team by Andy Saager. 
He was “never the same afterwards.” 
Running track and cross country at Scott 
County High was something that defined 
Tom; it became his identity. It was a cama-
raderie in addition to the fact that he 
wasn’t only competing against others but 
against himself and his past performances 

that really 
appealed to Tom.
“One of the great 
elements about a 
small town is its 
community 
events,” Tom said. 
“Whether it be 
Habitat for 
Humanity, Festival 
of the Horse or the 
Relay for Life, peo-
ple come out to 
participate, have fun, donate their time, 
etc. I remember one specific Relay for Life 
where I joined Byron’s News-Graphic team 
and ran an hour shift on my own! To this 
day, I wonder if the newspaper was more 
impressed with my writing or my ability to 
run without stopping for 60 minutes.”
Today, Tom is vice president of marketing 
for ResCare Inc., an international people 
services company. Living in LaGrange, he is 
also a single father to Allie, “the most won-
derful 7-year-old girl in the whole world.”
“My world revolves around doing things 
with my daughter and I wouldn’t trade a 
moment of my time with her for anything,” 
he said. “I spend any free time training for 
triathlons, broadening my culinary skills 
and visiting with family and friends in 
Georgetown.”
Today, Tom Viney is right on track. 

Byron Brewer can be contacted at  
b-rbrewer@hotmail.com.
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Criminals, not patriotsCriminals, not patriots
By Conal O’Boyle 
Editor 
The Nationalist 
Carlow, Ireland 
April 5, 2011 

The pointless murder of PSNI officer Ronan 
Kerr in Omagh over the weekend is a tragic 
reminder that no matter how many steps 
forward we take, there are always some 
Neanderthals trying to drag us back. The 
25-year-old Catholic officer had enrolled in 
the Northern Irish police service because he 
believed in the peace process and believed in 
the future of his community.
The police force he joined was a different 
animal to the nakedly sectarian RUC which 
drew 95% of its membership from the 
Unionist/protestant community in Northern 
Ireland and some of whose officers colluded 
with, and indeed were members of, Loyalist 
paramilitary gangs. That was then; this is 
now. The PSNI has earned the respect of 

both sections of the community in Northern 
Ireland, as was movingly illustrated by the 
minute’s silence observed before the Kildare/
Tyrone game in Dungannon on Sunday 
(Constable Kerr had been a  former playing 
member of the Beragh Red Knights club in 
Tyrone).
There is nothing wrong with aspiring to a 
United Ireland; it is a laudable and noble 
aim. There is nothing wrong in working to 
achieve this goal, on the ground, in commu-
nities north and south of the border, in Dáil 
Éireann or in the Assembly in Stormont, per-
suading people to share your point of view.
Scratch any Irishman and you will find a 
strong seam of nationalism just beneath the 
surface. In Carlow, we take pride in our 
republican history; we honour the pikemen 
who fought and died in 1798; we erected a 
monument in Plás na Saoirse marking their 
endeavours. We celebrate our resistance to 
oppression and tyranny in song and verse. 
That is as it should be.

But the people 
who planted a 
bomb underneath 
Constable Kerr’s 
car on Saturday 
are not republi-
cans. They are 
criminals and 
murderers. They 
are too stupid, 
and too fanatical, 
to realise that the 
war is over and 
that Ireland, 
north and south, has moved on. 
Let’s hope that all those who espouse the 
republican ideal will do their part to ensure 
that this gang of cowards are brought to jus-
tice. 

Conal O’Boyle can be contacted at  
news@carlow-nationalist.ie.
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