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Collaborative photo project documents the ordinary

By Tim L. Waltner
Freeman Courier

Freeman, South Dakota

In the summer of 1993, I approached
Frank Klock, who taught photography at
South Dakota State University in Brookings,
about collaborating on a “day in the life in
Freeman” photo project. I was intrigued by
these seemingly random collections of
photos of people and places that marked
time in a unique way – focusing not on a
singular subject or event but a broader
“moment in time.” I wanted to do some-
thing like that as part of the Freeman

Courier’s mission of storytelling.
But I knew a project like that was bigger

than what I could do on my own and
bringing Frank’s photography students into
the project seemed like a logical plan.
Frank and I pitched the idea to Dr. Dick
Lee, chair of the department, who quickly
gave an enthusiastic “yes” and we were off
and running.

We chose Wednesday, April 24, 1994, as
our “day in the life.” We sought local spon-
sorships to help fund the project and were
gratified that 110 businesses and organiza-
tions joined us.

Frank and his 14 students arrived

Tuesday night, April 23, for a pre-shoot
orientation; they spent the night at a local
motel so they could hit the ground, cam-
eras in hand, before the sun came up
Wednesday morning.

Wednesday morning, the students gath-
ered at the Freeman City Hall council
chambers, which we used as our central

location. From there, they fanned out into
the community to record on black-and-
white film – yes, this was before digital –
and came back with hundreds of photos of
people and places inside and outside
Freeman’s city limits. Joining the SDSU stu-
dents were four local high school students
including my son, Jeremy.

After a very long Wednesday, Klock and
his students returned to Brookings with

scores of rolls
of film to
process.
There, over
the course of
a couple of
weeks, SDSU
photography
and design
students
under the
leadership of journalism professors Klock
and Lyle Olsen selected, edited and assem-
bled the photos along with the 110
Freeman businesses sponsorships. Their
work became our “Images of Freeman,” a
40-page tab-sized publication that included
95 black-and-white photos.

The final product wasn’t exactly the “24-
hour-day in the life” project I first envi-
sioned; the timeline runs from 5 a.m. to 9
p.m. But we were very, very pleased. It was
a wonderful way to look at our community
with dozens of memorable photographs.
We included it as a special section in the
May 3, 1994, issue of the Courier.

Some of Frank Klock’s students went on
to become photojournalists. Some chose
other careers. Among those who stayed in
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