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For 40 years I’ve made a living out of inter-
viewing people and trying to fairly and accu-
rately report what they had to say.

It’s a daunting task, really. You’ve got to make
sure you spell Kristen and not Kristin or
Christin.

You’ve got to make sure you know whether
she took her husband’s surname or kept her
own – or hyphenated them.

You’ve got to try synthesize what someone
spent 30 minutes telling you into a story that
takes seven minutes to read, and you’ve got to
do it in a way that’s as clear, as accurate, as
fair and as objective as can be.

It took some 20 years before I really under-
stood the responsibility.

That’s when, for the first time, someone else
interviewed me.

Truthfully, I can’t even remember what the
story was about, though I recall that reporter
did a reasonably good job.

I also remember there were a couple relative-
ly minor points that were not quite right, and
I felt somewhat aggrieved by an inconsequen-
tial inaccuracy.

That was a great learning experience, teach-

ing me, as it did, that I didn’t ever want my
interviewees to feel similarly aggrieved.

My, oh my, have things changed.

Today we live in a world where 24-hour news
and sometimes even the local evening news
don’t even pretend to aspire to fairness or
objectivity.

Their goal, all too often, is to champion a
point of view and present whatever set of facts
helps them do it, often ignoring any set of
facts that stands in their way.

This revelation came to me last week after my
most recent experience with being inter-
viewed.

It all started several weeks back when a
young woman from Fargo called to ask me
about how rates are determined for public
notices published in newspapers.

It’s the kind of question I might get in my job
with the North Dakota Newspaper Association,
so I answered her questions and she seemed
satisfied.

A few weeks later she called again. This time
she said she was with Valley News Live TV and
was doing a story about public notices, a fact
that went conveniently undisclosed on her
first call.

She asked if she could schedule an on-cam-
era interview. While suspecting she had an
agenda designed to express a point of view,
not to tell a story, I invited her to my office.

It seemed to go
quite well, and
she left promis-
ing to let me
know when the
story would air.

Though I never
heard from her
again, I did
catch wind that
the air date
would be last
Thursday.

After watching it online, I began to wonder
just what are the broadcast journalism
schools teaching kids these days.

Clearly, it’s not fairness and objectivity. It’s
advocacy of whatever point of view they want
to try prove.

For example. When Valley News Live said
“millions of tax dollars” are being spent on
public notices, what they really said is that
they don’t know how much is being spent, but
they want to make it sound like it’s a lot.

Millions? I don’t think so.

When they run text on the screen that says,
“Tax dollars squandered on newspaper
notices?”, it’s pretty transparent that it’s really
not a question, but a suggestion aimed at
advocating their point of view.
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Broadcast ‘news’ often puts advocacy above objectivity
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