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TOOUR READERS:
By Jeremy Waltner
Publisher and editor
Freeman Courier

Freeman, South Dakota
April 2, 2020

Over the weekend, the cases of reported
deaths from COVID-19 in the United States
topped 2,000, and the first reported
confirmed cases of the novel coron-
avirus came to Hutchinson and Turner
counties.

Across the country, health care sys-
tems are either coming face to face with
the COVID-19 pandemic or preparing
for it to arrive at their front door, while
extended care facilities have been on
lockdown for nearly a month.

Restaurants and bars are closed for
on-site consumption, including in
Freeman and Menno, where city coun-
cils last week issued an emergency res-
olution stating such. Those businesses
are adjusting to a new way of serving
food – through delivery and curb-side
pickup. Other businesses are either
closed to the public or limiting the
number of people allowed, taking their
cues from the CDC.

Seniors in this year’s graduating
Class of 2020 are facing the prospect of
finishing their high school careers away
from their schools and friends, with the
spring sports season, prom and graduation

hanging in the balance.
Pastors and congregations are figuring

out a new way to be the church.
Teachers are learning how to teach in a

new way. Students are learning how to learn
in a new way. Those and others are all deal-
ing with the reality of physical isolation from
friends and family. FaceTime, Zoom and

Microsoft Teams, which all allow for online,
face-to-face interaction, have never been
more valued.

Those who work in retail grocery stores

and conven-
ience stores
have adjusted
their daily rou-
tines to include
wiping down
surfaces and
diligent clean-

ing;
banks
have
closed
their
lobbies to the public, serving their
customers through the drive-
through only.
Other businesses wonder what

kind of implications this will have,
and whether this pandemic is sur-
vivable. Employees fear of layoffs
and lost jobs.
Meanwhile, people worry as the

cases of COVID-19 continue to
climb across the United States, and
as reports of hospitals in big cities
running out of beds, ventilators and
facemasks become more dire by
the day. There are confirmed cases
of coronavirus in the two primary
counties the Courier serves, but

where, exactly? That is not public informa-
tion.

Others are downright scared for them-
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