
By CChhuucckk  BBrroowwnn
Editor
St. Croix Courier
St. Stephen, New Brunswick
June 26, 2009

To print or not to print is a question news-
paper people love even though it causes us
great stress. 
When editors and publishers are question-
ing whether a letter to the editor is too
touchy to see the light of day, it means a
lot of anguish and second-guessing and a
few more grey hairs. 
But it means we are faced with a dilemma
and we are confronting issues that force us
to ask some important questions. We have
to explore some of our own beliefs and
opinions while also trying to guess those of
the community at large.
We were faced with just such a dilemma
last week when someone sent us a letter to
the editor about a recent event at Sir James
Dunn Academy — the high school in St.
Andrews. Students and staff there held an
anti-harassment, anti-homophobia event
that included raising a rainbow-coloured
flag in front of the school, a symbol adopt-
ed by the gay community. The school
wanted to share the event with the com-

munity and they were happy to have the
Courier report on it. Someone saw our cov-
erage and responded with a letter. The
writer condemned the school’s staff and
students for their public display of support
for the gay and lesbian community. 
So far, there is no dilemma. Our editorial
pages are here for our readers. We encour-
age comment and opinion on stories we
publish and on events and issues in our
community and beyond. We love getting
letters to the editor. Sometimes they offer a
pat on the back to someone who deserves
it. Sometimes they serve to offer a counter
argument to someone who has put their
own opinions out there in a column or
news story. They almost always encourage
us to think and the very best of them do so
in a strong, concise and civilized format.
Our letter about the Sir James Dunn
Academy event crossed into another area,
however. It took a mean turn. It went
beyond calm and reasoned argument. It
bordered on hate. Some would say it didn’t
border at all — that it was offensive.
“Gay is not okay, when teachers, church
leaders, and others say that it’s okay to be
gay, they are doing a major disservice to
these unfortunate young folks that hear
them,” the writer states.

The tone of the
letter is angry.
The writer is clear-
ly intolerant of
the gay and les-
bian lifestyle, see-
ing it as a choice,
something young
people “pursue”
and not some-
thing they simply
are. He says the
term “gay” has
been hijacked
and that homosexuality is “unnatural”
and “perverted.”
Those were the troubling passages from
the letter that made us look at it closely
before deciding whether it should be pub-
lished.
Now, while we always reserve the right to
publish or reject a letter, our main goal
here is to publish. We are not in the busi-
ness of “not publishing” and our overrid-
ing opinion is that our writers’ opinions
should be printed with few exceptions. If
we only published opinions we agreed
with, we’d have a lot of blank space on our
pages.
So we printed the letter, pretty much 

QQUUOOTTEE OOFF TTHHEE MMOONNTTHH

“Generally speaking, the
best people nowadays go
into journalism, the 
second best into business,

the rubbish into politics and the shits into law.”

— British author and journalist Auberon Waugh
(1939-2001) Visit the ISWNE’s Web site:

www.iswne.org

Volume 34, No. 5 August 2009

Published by the Institute of International Studies,  Missouri Southern State University, Joplin, MO

The thin line between opinion and hate

continued on page 3

Chuck Brown



August 2009

The International Society of Weekly Newspaper EditorsThe International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors

President’sresident’s
Reporteport By Jim Painter

Avondale, Ariz.

As one of my first acts as president of the
International Society of Weekly Newspaper
Editors, I would like to congratulate PPaauull
MMaaccNNeeiillll  for organizing a fantastic confer-
ence on Prince Edward Island. It was one
of those conferences that will be long
remembered for all of the right reasons (as
far as I know, there were no trips to hospi-
tal emergency departments or people
trapped in elevators for more than a few
seconds).
Now, on to the business at hand.
As an editorial writer, I have enraged
many people over the years. I suspect what
follows might have that effect on some of
my ISWNE friends, although I hope it does-
n’t.
Ever since I first learned that I was going to
be named president of this organization,
I’ve been asking former presidents what
the job entails. I knew it involved writing
columns for this newsletter, banging a
gavel and calling board meetings to order,
and introducing guests at the next confer-
ence. However, I wondered if the president
had any other authority or influence with-
in the organization. 
One former president told me the position
could be whatever I make of it. In other
words, I could either do the minimum as
mentioned above, or I could use the posi-
tion as a bully pulpit to advocate new
ideas and new directions that might help
make this already great organization an
even better one. I suppose the worst that
can happen is I could be impeached.
The prime directive of this organization
always has been and always will be the
championing of strong editorial writing.
Like the captains of every Starship
Enterprise that ever existed in TV land, I
have no intention of interfering with the

prime directive. However, I think ISWNE
can maintain its primary mission while

offering even more benefits to its members
who are working community journalists.
After all, strong newspaper editorials are
pointless if there are no newspapers in
which to publish them.
During these catastrophic times for the
newspaper industry, ISWNE has an oppor-
tunity to act as a beacon of leadership for
community newspapers everywhere.
A few months before the annual confer-
ence in PEI, I received an e-mail from a
highly respected longtime member of
ISWNE who expressed concern about what
the organization is becoming. In a nut-
shell, the member compared the annual
conferences to a sightseeing and family
reunion tour. The editorial critique session
is the only part of the three- or four-day
conferences that has any real value to
community journalists who are struggling
to produce newspapers that appeal to their
readers.
That assessment may be harsh, but there’s
an element of truth to it.
Daily newspapers are dying right and left
and community newspapers aren’t
immune to this dismal economy and the
new technologies that are changing the
way news is delivered.
ISWNE is more than 50 years old. If it’s to
exist another 50 years, the organization
must evolve with the times in an effort to
be more relevant by being a stronger advo-
cate for quality community journalism in
general.
I’m not suggesting that we do away with
the sightseeing tours or the entertainment
sessions that have always been a part of
our annual conferences. However, in an
effort to make the organization more
attractive to potential new members, I sug-
gest we devote a larger portion of each
conference to the pragmatic issues that
community newspapers have to deal with.

Although the editorial critique sessions are
meant for critiquing only the editorial
pages, I can’t help but notice that many of
our members could use some advice on
page design throughout their newspapers.
Why not devote half a day of each confer-
ence to sessions for critiquing overall lay-
out and design? I also think some of our
members could benefit from regular ses-
sions on news photography for the com-
munity newspaper. Furthermore, we all
have to deal with the new age of the
Internet. How can community newspapers
best use the Internet to their advantage?
As print journalists, not many of us have
the expertise in audio and video technolo-
gies to turn our Web pages into the
Internet destinations our readers — and
advertisers — expect. Perhaps we could get
experts from the Newspaper Next 2.0 proj-
ect to speak at our conferences and give us
some tips.
Yes, past conferences have had sessions
devoted to these topics, but these issues are
now more pervasive in our industry and
we should devote even more time to devel-
oping strategies to deal with them. Now
more than ever, small newspapers need to
band together and find ways to help each
other make our products more attractive to
our readers and our advertisers so we can
survive.
When this organization was founded, the
survival of community newspapers wasn’t
one of its concerns. Perhaps now it should
be one of its main concerns.
Yes, we must encourage strong editorial
voices, but ISWNE must do more than that
in order to survive, not just as an organiza-
tion, but also as a profession.
I certainly welcome your thoughts about
what I wrote here. Please e-mail your
ideas, comments and criticisms to 
editor@westvalleyview.com.
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Can ISWNE offer more to its members?



intact. The writer blasts Sir James Dunn
Academy’s staff, telling them they should
be “ashamed” and says gays and lesbians
don’t deserve his respect or tolerance.
It was definitely one of those letters that
made a lot of readers take notice. And we
know a lot of readers agree with his opin-

ion (whether they want to say so publicly
or not). But we also know a lot of our read-
ers looked at that letter and felt a little sick
that such discrimination still exists. One
reader even asked us to stop publishing
such hateful letters, pointing out that if the
opinion was aimed at a particular race or
religion, it would never see the light of
day. And he’s right. The anti-gay state-
ments are bigoted and offensive. However,
we saw no value in hiding those opinions
away.
WWee  sseenntt  oouutt  aa  ddiissppaattcchh  ttoo  tthhee  IInntteerrnnaattiioonn--
aall  SSoocciieettyy  ooff  WWeeeekkllyy  NNeewwssppaappeerr  EEddiittoorrss  ttoooo
——  aasskkiinngg  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ooppiinniioonnss  oonn  tthhee  lleetttteerr..
WWee  ggoott  aann  oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg  rreessppoonnssee  ——  5555
jjoouurrnnaalliissttss  rreessppoonnddeedd,,  mmoosstt  wwiitthh  lleennggtthhyy
aanndd  tthhoouugghhttffuull  ee--mmaaiillss..  MMoosstt  ooff  tthheemm
aaggrreeeedd  tthhee  lleetttteerr  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ppuubblliisshheedd,,
ssoommee  ffeelltt  iitt  sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ttoonneedd  ddoowwnn
ffoorr  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  wwhhiillee  aa  ffeeww  ssaaiidd  tthheeyy
wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  ttoosssseedd  iitt  iinn  tthhee  rreeccyycclliinngg  bbiinn..

IInntteerreessttiinnggllyy,,  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ssaaiidd  tthheeyy
wwoouullddnn’’tt  pprriinntt  iitt,,  mmoosstt  wweerree  CCaannaaddiiaann..
AAmmeerriiccaann  jjoouurrnnaalliissttss  sseeeemmeedd  mmuucchh  mmoorree
iinn  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  ppuubblliisshhiinngg..
This letter may have crossed the line. It
definitely came close. But it is, ultimately,
fair comment on a public event and we
just don’t feel comfortable stifling this
writer’s opinion when it isn’t libelous, pro-
fane or an attempt to incite violence. 
If someone sees homosexuality as a
“choice” and “perverted” we don’t expect
to change their opinion any more than
they should expect to change ours.
What we can do is offer a venue for civi-
lized discussion on what is clearly a sensi-
tive subject in our community. As always,
we welcome your comments and opinions.

Chuck Brown can be contacted at
editor@stcroixcourier.ca.

By Tim Waltner
Publisher
Freeman (S.D.) Courier

Editor’s note: This is the text of the invoca-
tion Tim Waltner gave at the ISWNE
awards banquet June 26 in Charlottetown,
Prince Edward Island. Several members
have requested that we publish it in the
newsletter.

I invite you to join me, in the context of
your own faith traditions, in offering an
invocation for our gathering this evening.
We pause to offer thanks for the opportu-
nity to gather on this magnificent part of
the earth, with friends and colleagues,
drawn together by our common purpose as
community journalists.
May we be ever mindful of the importance
of what we do, and the responsibilities we
have.
May we be courageous as we speak truth
to power.
May we be sensitive as we remember that

words have the
power, not only to
enlighten, but also
to injure.
May we be gener-
ous, as we give
voice to those who
have no voice.
May we be humble
as we celebrate
success.
May we be strong
as we encounter
challenges.
May we be thankful for the freedom to
write and speak freely when so many
around the globe are denied that basic
right.
And finally, may we be joyful and grateful
as we enjoy the bounty of this land and
sea — in the company of friends gathered
around these tables.
Amen.
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Longden on Press Complaints Commission
AAnntthhoonnyy  LLoonnggddeenn, managing editor of North & East London
Newsquest titles, and Simon Reynolds, editorial director of the
Lancashire Evening Post and Wigan Evening Post, have been
appointed to the Press Complaints Commission in Great Britain.
Longden and Reynolds were nominated for membership by the
Newspaper Society, the trade body for the regional and local press. Of
the seven editors who sit on the PCC, two are always drawn from the
regional press. Other editors are from the magazine, Scottish and
national newspaper sectors. This ensures that the Commission’s
deliberations are always informed by a cross-section of senior indus-
try experts, while the Commission’s independence is guaranteed by
the fact that a further 10 members — a clear majority — are repre-
sentatives of the public. 
“One of the great strengths of the PCC is the tremendous mix of peo-
ple on its board,” said Baroness Buscombe, chairman of the PCC.
“The majority of commissioners have no connection with the press
and come from all walks of life, but to ensure our work is as authori-
tative and relevant as possible it is essential for senior editors to be
involved in our decision making. It is their working experience of the
industry that brings a critical breadth of perspective to our delibera-
tions. Simon and Anthony have both had long and successful careers
in regional newspapers, and will be excellent PCC commissioners.”
Longden, an ISWNE member since 1999 when he was the Greenslade
Bursary recipient, has worked as a reporter and editor at titles across
the southeast of England. He is currently managing editor of North &
East London, Newsquest, having been appointed to the post in
December 2008. He is also a member of Newsquest’s Editorial
Development Group and has been a member of the Society of Editor’s
Legal & Parliamentary Committee since 1999.

Chuck Brown takes post with salmon company
CChhuucckk  BBrroowwnn has resigned as editor of the New Brunswick newspa-
pers The Saint Croix Courier and Courier Weekend, a position he
held from 1997-2000 and from 2007-2009. He has accepted a posi-
tion as communications manager with Cooke Aquaculture, the
largest salmon farming company in Atlantic Canada and the first
Canadian company to offer eco-certified, farmed Atlantic salmon.
Between stints with the Courier, Brown was a reporter with New
Brunswick’s biggest daily, the Telegraph-Journal.
Brown wasn’t a member of the ISWNE for long but said he appreciat-
ed the advice and help of the membership. He will recommend his
successor remain a member.

Chuck Anderson leaves California for Oregon
CChhuucckk  AAnnddeerrssoonn, editor of the Scotts Valley/San Lorenzo Valley
(Calif.) Press-Banner for more than two years and a reporter or editor
for 40 years, has been named editor-publisher of the Wallowa
County Chieftain in Enterprise, Ore.
He started his new position July 27. The 125-year-old, broadsheet
Chieftain is one of six weeklies, two dailies and six specialty Web
sites owned by East Oregonian Publishing Co. of Salem.

Don Corrigan to publish second nature book
DDoonn  CCoorrrriiggaann, who is a full-time professor at Webster University in St.
Louis as well as editor of two community weeklies, has had a book
proposal accepted by Reedy Press with a publication date of late
2009.
“Show Me...Nature’s Rage” is the second in a series of books about
nature and the environment in Missouri. Corrigan’s first book in the
series, “Show Me...Natural Wonders,” was published by Reedy Press
in 2007.
Corrigan also won second place in column writing at the 2008
Independent Free Papers Association Convention (IFPA) in Seattle,
and his newspaper group won numerous other awards, including
general excellence.

Alex Haupt receives his ‘Wings of Gold’
Longtime ISWNE conference attendee AAlleexx  HHaauupptt was awarded his
“Wings of Gold” as a naval aviator at a ceremony at Whiting Field
in Milton, Fla., on June 19. 
LTJG (Lieutenant Junior Grade) Haupt, a helicopter pilot, has been
assigned to the Naval Air Station in San Diego, Calif. He will fly the
MH-60R, the Navy’s newest and reportedly most sophisticated heli-
copter.
Alex, who turned 24 on July 19, is the son of JJaann and BBiillll  HHaauupptt of
Lodi, Wis.

Gazette is best paper of its size in Alberta
The Macleod Gazette is the best newspaper of its size in Alberta for
the third straight year.
The Gazette was judged best all round newspaper among Alberta
papers that circulate 1,300 to 1,999 copies. The Gazette recently
swept all four first-place general excellence awards in the Alberta
Weekly Newspapers Association’s 2009 Better Newspapers
Competition.

ISWNEWSNEWS

continued on page 6
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President Don Brod called the meeting to
order at 9 a.m.
1. The minutes of the January 10, 2009,
board meeting in Santa Fe were approved
(O’Leary/Painter).
2. Stebbins reported ISWNE had $23,319.31
in its checking account and a CD worth
$25,000, for a total net worth of $48,319.31
as of June 15, 2009. ISWNE had a net worth
of $35,919.25 one year earlier. From Jan. 1,
2009, to June 15, 2009, ISWNE showed a net
gain of $6,464.11. From July 1, 2008, to June
15, 2009, ISWNE showed a net gain of
$4,937.91. Stebbins also reported that the
ISWNE Foundation had a total net worth of
$47,651.47 as of June 15, 2009. The finan-
cial statement was approved
(George/O’Leary).
3. Stebbins reported ISWNE had 229 paid
members, a decrease of 10 from 2008. He
said ISWNE had received 32 new members
in 2009, but 42 had not renewed their mem-
berships. Several had indicated that times
were tough at their newspapers and that
they had to reduce expenses, including their
$50 ISWNE memberships.
4. MacNeill said the Prince Edward Island
conference had benefitted from the
U.S./Canadian exchange rate and that he
had earned 19 percent on each exchange.
He said he likely would be sending at least
$3,000 to the ISWNE treasury. MacNeill said
he had received a $5,000 sponsorship from
the Atlantic Community Newspapers
Association and Sean Murray had donated
$1,000 worth of ice wine for the awards ban-
quet.
5. Cross said the 2010 conference would be a
collaboration between him and Deborah
Givens and Liz Hansen at Eastern Kentucky
University. Cross will be in charge of pro-
gramming and conference oversight; Givens
and Hansen will handle the logistics. He
said early arrivals might visit a winery on
Tuesday, June 22. The next evening will fea-
ture a cookout at former Gov. Brereton
Jones’ horse farm and a dialogue between
Cross and Jones on horses and Kentucky pol-
itics. Thursday’s itinerary will include a trip
to a mountaintop-removal coal mine in
eastern Kentucky and the office of The
Mountain Eagle newspaper in Whitesburg.
A panel discussion on how weeklies can
make better use of the Internet will top
Friday’s agenda.
Painter said he had received an email from
a longtime ISWNE member who doesn’t
attend the annual conferences anymore
because they have become more social than
practical. Painter suggested that the confer-
ences should include more sessions on how

to survive, the “nitty gritty” of newspaper-
ing, and critiques of the entire newspaper
rather than just the editorial page. George
said conference programs on such topics as
global warming and fisheries provide edito-
rial writers with exposure to important
issues. Waltner said his mother and wife
would not attend conferences that were
purely devoted to newspaper themes.
Stebbins suggested that conference-goers
could sign up for critiques of their entire
newspapers, similar to what the Associated
Collegiate Press provides at its annual con-
ferences.
MacNeill suggested devoting an entire day
of the 2010 Kentucky conference, perhaps
Friday, where area newspapers could come
in for a “stream of content.” Cross said he
would make a special pitch to members of
the Kentucky Press Association. The board
approved a motion that ISWNE would use
the 2010 conference as a test case to involve
non-ISWNE members, review the success or
failure, and perhaps use it as a model at
future conferences (Waltner/MacNeill).
6. Condliffe reviewed plans for the 2011 con-
ference at the University of Warwick in
Coventry. Attendees would fly into either
Manchester or London. Condliffe said his
current cost was £550 per person, but that
he was trying to reduce the price. The major
excursion will be to Warwick Castle, fol-
lowed by a medieval banquet. Condliffe said
ISWNE member Albert Scardino, now living
in London, has been helpful in the planning
process. Stebbins said it might be necessary
to use the ISWNE treasury to subsidize some
of the costs; MacNeill suggested allocating
$7,500 or $10,000. George suggested that a

possible program could be explaining why
the U.K. has so many papers and such a
strong tradition of newspaper readership.
7. The board approved a proposal from
Frank Garred to hold the 2012 conference at
Western Washington University in
Bellingham, 90 miles north of Seattle
(George/Condliffe). George said she visits
Bellingham four times a year and that it’s
“gorgeous.” Garred’s proposal included a
pre-conference day visit to the San Juan
Islands via Washington State Ferry or by
charter cruise service if there was sufficient
interest.
8. Waltner unveiled the new Golden Quill
statue, to be presented to the winner at the
awards banquet. The polished bronze statue
was designed by the Bennett Gallery in El
Dorado, Calif., at a cost of $2,095.
Subsequent statues will cost between $200
and $300, however. Waltner said previous
Golden Quill winners who desired the new
statue could purchase one. The ISWNE
board commended Waltner for his initiative
in producing the new award.
9. Stebbins said it was becoming more diffi-
cult to find a suitable Greenslade Bursary
recipient from the British Isles and that the
PEI conference marked the second time in
four years that ISWNE was unable to award
the scholarship. The board approved a
motion that ISWNE could broaden its search
beyond the British Isles, but excluding North
America, for future Greenslade Bursary
selections (MacNeill/Painter). The priority is
still the British Isles, however, and searches
should start there.
10. The board again discussed the need to
index Grassroots Editor from 1971 to the
present, but took no action. Cross said it
would require someone to select the subject
matter and key points of every article and
that it could be a $5,000 to $10,000 project.
He said it might be possible to apply for a
grant to pay for the indexing.
11. The board agreed to hold its winter
board meeting in Orlando on January 10,
2010.
12. Waltner brought up the ISWNE page on
Facebook, saying it now had 37 members.
He said a recent discussion triggered by
ISWNE member Richard Mostyn that
involved several other ISWNE members
should have occurred on the ISWNE
Facebook page. “If you want to attract
younger editors, you have to meet them
where they dance,” MacNeill said, in sup-
port of ramping up the Facebook page.
The board adjourned at 11 a.m.

Minutes
International Society 
of Weekly Newspaper Editors

Board of Directors Meeting,
June 24, 2009
Charlottetown,
Prince Edward Island
In Attendance: 

Don Brod Paul MacNeill
Jim Painter Kris O’Leary
Chad Stebbins Sandra George
Jeremy Condliffe Jeremy Waltner
Charles Gay Al Cross*

*non-board member
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Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island
June 26, 2009

President Don Brod called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.
1. The minutes of the June 27, 2008, general membership meeting
in Detroit were approved (Jan Haupt/Sandra George).
2. Chad Stebbins reported ISWNE had $23,319.31 in its checking
account and a CD worth $25,000, for a total net worth of $48,319.31
as of June 15, 2009. The ISWNE Foundation had $22,651.47 in its
checking account and two CDs totaling $25,000, for a total net
worth of $47,651.47 as of June 15, 2009. The financial report was
approved (Jan Haupt/Clyde Wills).
3. Stebbins reported ISWNE had 229 paid members, a decrease of 10
from 2008. He said ISWNE had received 32 new members in 2009,
but 42 had not renewed their memberships. Several had indicated
that times were tough at their newspapers and that they had to
reduce expenses, including their $50 ISWNE memberships. Tim
Waltner asked if ISWNE could track the number of visitors to its Web
site and suggested it might be giving its product away. Al Cross said
Google Analytics would help in determining Web site traffic.
4. Cross reported on his plans for the 2010 conference in Kentucky.
He said Eastern Kentucky University had a “more liberal” alcohol
policy than the University of Kentucky, one of the reasons why the
conference will be held there. The activities on Wednesday, June 23
will include a bus trip to the State Capitol in Frankfort, a distillery,
and former Gov. Brereton Jones’ horse farm. Attendees will visit the
“real” eastern Kentucky on Thursday, June 24, going to a mountain-
top-removal coal mine, the office of The Mountain Eagle newspaper
in Whitesburg, and an arts and film cooperative in Whitesburg.
Friday will feature an extensive session on weekly newspapers and
the Internet and a voucher-style dinner in downtown Richmond.
5. Condliffe said the 2011 conference would be held “in the middle

of England,” in Coventry, July 6-10 and would include trips to
Shakespeare’s birthplace in Stratford-upon-Avon and to Warwick
Castle.
6. Frank Garred said delegates coming to the June 26-30, 2012, con-
ference in Bellingham, Wash., could fly into Sea-Tac Airport, take
the light rail to downtown Seattle, and then ride Amtrak to
Bellingham. The program would include “The Patriot Act: 10 Years
Later” and a field trip to the U.S.-Canadian border. ISWNE would
partner with the Washington Newspaper Publishers Association for
a session on editorial leadership and the annual editorial critiques.
After the conference, Garred will plan a day trip to Vancouver by
train for those who are interested; possible stops include Stanley Park
and the Vancouver Aquarium.
7. Bill Haupt proposed the following slate of officers for the ISWNE
Foundation: Haupt, president; Ursula Freireich, vice president; Vickie
Canfield Peters, board member; Jeremy Waltner, board member;
Don Brod, past ISWNE president; and Chad Stebbins, secretary-treas-
urer. The slate was approved (George/Jan Haupt). Bill Haupt said
Tim Waltner, one of the “founding fathers” of the ISWNE
Foundation eight years ago, was stepping down and deserved to be
recognized for his contributions. Haupt said the Foundation board
would come up with a recommendation in the coming year for stag-
gering the board terms.
8. Charles Gay said it was an ISWNE tradition to write notes to
members who could not be present at the annual conference. He
said Richard Slepicka has rectal cancer, is undergoing radiation, and
that he wished him well.
9. Jeremy Waltner presented a slate of officers from the ISWNE past
presidents: Jim Painter, president; Condliffe, vice president; Cheryl
Wormley, board of directors; and Kelly Clemmer, board of directors.
There were no nominations from the floor. The slate was approved
(Tim Waltner/Paul MacNeill).
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m.

General Membership Meeting

Judges Tara de Ryk and Bob Johnson of the Saskatchewan Weekly
Newspapers Association awarded the Gazette 897.5 out of a possible
1,000 points.
The Gazette received a first-place award for best editorial page, best
front page, and best sports pages.

Martin wins editorial awards in Tennessee
Hickman County Times editor BBrraaddlleeyy  AA..  MMaarrttiinn won first- and sec-
ond-place awards in the best single editorial category of the 2009
University of Tennessee-Tennessee Press Association Press Contests,
during the summer convention in Chattanooga June 19.
Martin also won fourth place in the editorials category, as well as a
fourth place for best news reporting, all of them in competition with
other mid-size weekly newspapers in Tennessee.

Martin has been editor of the Times for 23 years and won an ISWNE
Golden Dozen Award in 2005.

North Florida Herald cleans up in state contest
The North Florida Herald (formerly known The High Springs Herald)
has been named Florida’s best community newspaper in its size class
for the fifth straight year.
The Florida Press Association at its convention in West Palm Beach
on July 11 awarded the 3,700-circulation weekly its fifth-straight
sweepstakes trophy. The contest features 37 categories, and The
Herald was a finalist in 15 categories.
In fact, The Herald was a finalist in more categories than any news-
paper of any size. Of those 15 categories, The Herald took first in
eight of them. ISWNE member RRoonnaalldd  DDuuppoonntt  JJrr.. is editor and pub-
lisher of The Herald.

ISWNE News from page 4 
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President Bill Haupt called the meeting to
order at 8:40 p.m.
1. The minutes of the June 26, 2008, meet-
ing in Detroit were approved (Tim
Waltner/Jeremy Waltner).
2. Stebbins reported that the ISWNE
Foundation had $22,651.47 in its checking
account, plus CDs worth $13,000 and
$12,000, for a total balance of $47,651.47
as of June 15, 2009. The Foundation spent
$5,850 on scholarships for the 2008 Detroit
conference, but brought in $2,489.59 from
the Detroit silent auction. Contributions to
the Foundation since Dec. 1, 2008, had
brought in an additional $4,889, and the
Past Presidents’ Scholarship had raised
$2,236 since its inception last fall. The
financial report was approved (Tim
Waltner/Jeremy Waltner).
3. The board reviewed the list of the 2008
scholarship recipients and whether they
had become members of ISWNE. Haupt
said calling first-time attendees before the

next conference should become standard
practice for the ISWNE board.
4. The board suggested that Stebbins
include a link for the Foundation on the
ISWNE Web site and include thumbnails
about Brian Mazza and Burt and Ursula
Freireich.
5. Haupt said there was no need to have a
winter board meeting, unless something
urgent came up. Tim Waltner it was prob-
lematic to have the ISWNE past president

attend only one Foundation board meeting
before his or her term was up. He suggested
two-year terms for the past presidents.
Haupt suggested staggered terms for
Foundation board members, but said a
mechanism would have to be built. He also
would like to encourage volunteers for the
Foundation board.
6. Freireich said if anyone needed to give
someone a gift, they could make a dona-
tion to the Foundation in that person’s
name.
7. Tim Waltner said he was withdrawing
from the board. He nominated Freireich for
vice president and Jeremy Waltner to the
board, and re-nominated Haupt as presi-
dent, Vicki Canfield Peters to the board,
and Stebbins as secretary-treasurer. Don
Brod will be joining the board as ISWNE
past president. The slate of officers will be
presented at the ISWNE general member-
ship meeting.
The board adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Foundation Board of Directors MeetingFoundation Board of Directors Meeting
June 24, 2009
Charlottetown, 
Prince Edward Island

IInn  AAtttteennddaannccee::
Bill Haupt Ursula Freireich
Tim Waltner Chad Stebbins
Jeremy Waltner

Gene Chamberlin, 75, of Ames, Iowa, died
July 20 after battling Parkinson’s disease for
several years.
He was an ISWNE member at one time and
attended several conferences, including
being the co-host with Dick Lee at
Brookings, S.D., in 1993.
Lawrence Eugene (Gene) Chamberlin gradu-
ated from Mapleton (Iowa) High School in
1951 and received a journalism degree from
Iowa State University in 1954. He married
Margaret (Margy) Cole on Aug. 14, 1955, in
Iowa Falls, Iowa.
After two years in the U.S. Army, he worked
at newspapers in Monticello, Iowa, and
Canton, S.D. The family moved to
Mobridge, S.D., and purchased the Mobridge
Tribune July 1, 1964, realizing Gene’s boy-
hood dream of owning his own newspaper
at age 30.
During his years in Mobridge, the Tribune
won many awards at state and national

newspaper contests. Gene was also active in
the South Dakota Newspaper Association,
serving as president in 1974-75. Gene and
Margy started and endowed the Mobridge
Tribune-South Dakota State University jour-
nalism internship and scholarship program
in 1969. 
The Chamberlins moved to Brookings in
1989, where Gene continued his newspaper
consulting business and taught newspaper
management for the Department of
Journalism and Mass Communication at
South Dakota State University. He spear-
headed the expansion and remodeling of
the Journalism Building at SDSU in the late
1990s. He received the National Newspaper
Association Outstanding Service Award and
was named to the South Dakota Newspaper
Hall of Fame.
In 2001, Gene and Margy moved to Ames,
Iowa, to be closer to family. The Chamber-
lins were also active in journalism education
at Iowa State University with their funding

of the annual
Chamberlin
Lecture. Gene was
a Rotary Club
member for more
than 45 years, and
was president in
Canton and
Mobridge.
In addition to his
wife Margy, he is
survived by his
daughter Cathy
(Doug) Engstrom of
Johnston, Iowa, and son Steve (Mary)
Chamberlin of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and one
granddaughter.
Memorials may be made to the Parkinson’s
Disease Foundation or to the communica-
tions internship at the Iowa Natural
Heritage Foundation.
The Chamberlin address is: 2416 Hamilton
Drive, Ames, IA 50014.

Gene Chamberlin

Co-host of 1993 ISWNE conference diesCo-host of 1993 ISWNE conference dies



By Garret Ray
Fort Collins, Colo.

Editor’s note: This is the text of the accept-
ance speech Garrett Ray gave June 26 upon
receiving the Eugene Cervi Award at the
ISWNE convention in Charlottetown, Prince
Edward Island.
Twenty-five years ago, I moved from my
office at the newspaper in Littleton to the
journalism department at Colorado State
University. Soon afterward Don Brod encour-
aged me to interview recipients of the
Eugene Cervi Award for profiles in
Grassroots Editor.  Those conversations with
outstanding editors strengthened my convic-
tion that robust, distinctively local newspa-
pers are essential for healthy communities.
To now find myself among those legendary
editors is humbling. I am truly moved.
I am also aware tonight of the special influ-
ence of four people on my life: 
My father, who quietly modeled a life of
kindness and integrity.
My mother, who was a journalist on the
Greeley, Colo., Tribune before my birth, and
who never stopped being a newspaper-
woman.
Houstoun Waring, who invited me to the
Littleton Independent and who introduced
me to the ISWNE. When I became editor,
Hous graciously moved his office upstairs,
making it clear that the kid was now in
charge.
Most important, I want to thank Nina —
my high school sweetheart and my partner
for almost half a century, who put supper
back on the stove night after night, waiting
for me to finally show up after promising
again, “just another 10 minutes and I’ll be
home.”
I am grateful for them all, as I am for you
— old and new friends who have guided
and inspired me through two rewarding
careers.
Anthropologists may consider me a living
link to the ancient past: My mentor was
Hous Waring, co-founder of the ISWNE. And
Eugene Cervi scolded me personally:
Couldn’t I see that our popular county clerk
was the worst clerk in the entire state, and
why didn’t I go after her? 
When I began my newspaper career in

1961, the clatter of Linotypes and the acrid
smell of molten lead still filled newspaper
plants. (Blair Macy was the first editor to
receive the Cervi Award. I watched him
write his editorials on the Linotype.) Most
community newspapers, like the Macys’
Beacon in Windsor, Colo., were owned by
local people. 
By the time I retired from Colorado State 40
years later, many papers once locally owned
had become small cogs in larger wheels,
with headquarters far from Main Street.
Community journalism had moved from
Linotypes through Compugraphics to
QuarkXpress and beyond. Now on-line
blogs, Blackberries, and Twitter introduce
new threats to life as it used to be, along
with new opportunities. 
Through all this relentless change, what can
we keep — and what must we keep? Here
are three goals worth keeping:
First, provide regular, spirited commentary.
Your tone may be combative or gentle. You
may find your voice in a personal column
or in traditional editorials. But you must
lead. Your community needs your informed
opinion. Sometimes you will catch hell from
your readers, but that is a far more desirable
reaction than a yawn.
Second, nurture a sense of community.
Sure, your job is to report the news. But
underlying that obvious task is a more
important opportunity: To engage your peo-
ple in civic and community life, to bring

them together in
productive conver-
sation, and to help
them solve the
challenges of creat-
ing a healthy com-
munity.
Third, report the
real lives and con-
cerns of real people. 
Important as those
school board and
city council meet-
ings are, that’s not
where life happens.
Get out of the meetings and out of your
office. Listen to people in their own kitchens
and gardens and taverns. Show the connec-
tions between their lives and City Hall, and
tell those human stories.
Let me close not with one more piece of
advice, but with a word of appreciation. It
has been nearly a decade since I taught my
last journalism class, and far longer since I
left my newspaper office on Littleton’s Main
Street. Meanwhile, many of you in this room
have stayed on the job — balancing the
books, finding your people’s stories, and pro-
viding the information they need to build
good communities. You make a difference.
Thank you for continuing the weekly strug-
gle, the weekly deadlines, the weekly joy.
Garrett Ray can be contacted at
gwnjray@msn.com.
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2009 Sustaining Members
In addition to paying their $50 ISWNE membership dues, these indi-
viduals have donated $50 more to the Society. We appreciate their
generosity!

Larry Atkinson Brad Martin
Phoebe Baker Robert E. Trapp
Donald Smith Robert B. Trapp
Robert Estabrook Tom Geoghegan
Frank Garred David Burke
Barbara Mussman David Sommerlad
Christopher B. Wood Dick & Mary Jo Lee
Jeremy Condliffe Paul MacNeill
Steve Thurston Lori Evans
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At the recent ISWNE conference in
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, each
editorial critique group was asked to high-
light a “good practice” to share with the
entire convention. These are the good prac-
tices as reported by the group leaders.
Ellen Albanese group:
Proper grammar and correct spelling, partic-
ularly on the editorial page, are important
to enhancing a paper’s professionalism and
credibility with readers. If you don’t have
the resources to copy edit in-house, consider
farming out copy editing to a work-at-home
editor, perhaps an English teacher, or a
retired wordsmith. This method worked well
for Suzanne Dean. Suzanne’s copy editor
also created a customized style book for the
newspaper, and did a presentation on style
and usage for the staff.
• Editorials need editorial headlines, not
news headlines. The headline should indi-
cate the position or slant the editorial will
take.
• In terms of coming up with editorial ideas,
the earlier in the weekly process, the better.
If you have a weekly news meeting, talk
about what the paper should editorialize on
that week, as well as discussing news and
features. One editor adds editorial ideas as
they come to her to the paper’s database of
story ideas.
Gary Sosniecki group:
• Add a link, “Click here to write a letter to

the editor,” to the end of stories posted
online. This idea came from The Pitch,
Golden Quill winner David Martin’s alterna-
tive weekly in Kansas City.
• A variation of No. 1: “Click here to contact
your legislator.”
• Use rotating guest columnists from the
community, as practiced by Frank McTighe’s
Macleod Gazette in Alberta. Frank rotates
four local columnists. And we encourage
brief notes at the end of each column with
background on the columnist and contact
information.
• Every editorial page should have a person-
al column, as well as an editorial, to give a
paper personality.
Garrett Ray group:
Even if your town isn’t growing with lots of
newcomers, don’t assume that “Everyone
knows that.” People don’t always pay atten-
tion, they might have missed earlier stories,
or they are still thinking about subscribing.
Don’t let them feel like “outsiders” because
they don’t have the background that you
take for granted.
Explain, explain, explain — locations, topics
of conversation, matters coming before the
city council. (The Wall Street Journal
includes a brief explanatory paragraph in
most of its major business stories, even
though its readers are presumably sophisti-
cated and well informed.)

Don Brod group:
The best idea from our critique group was
“related photos.” There is always discussion
of how to break up the gray columns of edi-
torials, columns, and letters. There are head-
lines, of course, and an editorial cartoon.
But, especially for those papers that attract
several pages of letters, more display would
be helpful. A good photograph related to an
editorial, column, or letter could help a page
and even add more information.
A column about a troublesome intersection
could be accompanied by a photo of that
intersection. An editorial calling for the con-
demnation of a public building might be
helped by a photo of that building. A letter
asking for help in saving a nature preserve
could be presented with a photo showing
the natural beauty at stake. 
Chad Stebbins group:
Editors should personalize their editorial
pages by improving the diversity and gender
balances of the contributors. For example,
an editorial page containing only columns
by older, white males should be avoided.
Editors should make an attempt to include
different ethnic groups. The newspaper
belongs to the community and should reflect
its diverse viewpoints.
An editor could ask different people in the
community to write columns, or approach a
teacher at the local high school to make col-
umn writing a class assignment.
Bill Haupt group:
Use verbs in headlines.

Editorial critique groups list good practices

Ellen Albanese

The editorial critique group consisting of (from left) Steve Andrist, Cheryl Wormley, Phoebe Baker,
Frank Garred, Chad Stebbins, and Mary Ryan.
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By Frank McTighe
Editor and publisher
The Macleod Gazette
Fort Macleod, Alberta

Sweating profusely, 50-year-old legs feeling
like lead weights, swatting madly at mosqui-
toes the size of Stealth fighters, I staggered
through Prince Edward Island National
Park.
We had fallen well behind our group from
the International Society of Weekly
Newspaper Editors conference and I feared
all was lost.
“Emily! Michael! I can’t go on,” I called out
to my wife and nine-year-old son. “You go
on ahead and leave me to die here. When
you speak of me, speak well.”
Michael rolled his eyes at my dramatic
statement and Emily cut me a withering
glance as they hustled down the trail back
to Greenwich Interpretive Centre, where this
forced march to and from the unique dune
system began.
“Hurry up,” Emily barked. “Paul and the
others will be waiting.”
“Paul MacNeill is dead to me,” I snarled.
“‘Come to PEI for the ISWNE conference,’ he
said.  ‘You’ll have a great time’. Paul didn’t

say anything about this being a boot camp
for slothful weekly newspaper editors.”
Paul first suggested I attend my first ISWNE
conference when we were in Montreal last
May for a meeting of the Canadian
Community Newspapers Association, on
whose board of directors we both serve.
Paul was the latest in a line of Canadian
newspaper publishers and editors who had
sung the praises of the ISWNE conference to
me over the years. George Brown, who like
Paul is a former Golden Dozen winner, went
so far as to stop in Fort Macleod on his way
to South Dakota in 2007 — with his friend
The Scourge in tow — to try to hijack me.
I have been content to lurk in the back-
ground and enjoy the excellent newsletter
ISWNE executive director Chad Stebbins pre-
pares, as well as the Grassroots Editor.
Emily and I own a small circulation weekly
newspaper in Fort Macleod, a town of about
3,100 in the southern portion of Alberta. We
do most of the work ourselves to avoid
swimming in a sea of red ink.
The ISWNE conference each year falls dur-
ing a busy time in our town. As the only
horse in our one-horse newsroom, I’m kept
busy covering year-end school events and
other activities as the boards and organiza-
tions wind up their activities for the summer
break. Attending the ISWNE conference just
seemed out of the question.
Not that I didn’t want to take part. The
words of a former ISWNE president and a
long-time friend and colleague of mine in
the Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association
kept ringing in my ears. One night in a hos-
pitality suite after an AWNA board meeting
I asked Brian Mazza about the value of
ISWNE.
“I don’t know how to answer that, Frank,”
Brian replied. “These people are my family.”
Brian did his best to put into words the
esteem in which he held the people associat-
ed with ISWNE, the value of the editorial cri-
tiques, the educational opportunities provid-
ed at the conferences, and the outstanding
fellowship enjoyed by members.
Brian was a friend and respected colleague.
When Chad let me know I had been put
forth as recipient of the scholarship awarded
in Brian’s name, I knew I was going to
Charlottetown. I wasn’t in Charlottetown

very long last June
before I understood
Brian’s passion for
this organization.
Paul MacNeill and
his crew proved
charming hosts of
the conference, and
long-time ISWNE
members immedi-
ately went out of
their way to make
sure we were wel-
come. Phoebe
Baker, in particular, went to great lengths to
welcome us.
The educational component of the confer-
ence proved very engaging. The presenta-
tions by people such as historian Boyd Beck,
Premier Robert Ghiz and Simon Lloyd of
UPEI, combined with the tours — including
the forced march in Greenwich dunes —
helped us make a connection with Paul’s
home province that otherwise would not
have been possible. The talks on access to
information by Bruce Craig, the future of
the Canadian newspaper industry by John
Hinds and defamation law in Canada by
David Coles were engaging and informative.
It was humbling to sit in the audience at the
Confederation Centre of the Arts and learn
about the career of Golden Quill Award
recipient Garrett Ray. To be in the presence
of past and present Golden Dozen members
was inspiring.
Accepting the Brian Mazza Scholarship from
Brian’s brother, and my friend and col-
league, Glen Mazza with other members of
the Mazza family in attendance, touched
my heart. It was a proud moment in my
career.
The ISWNE conference also helped in very
real terms. The editorial critique was engag-
ing and informative, and I came home and
made changes to my opinion pages that
made them better.
We’re already making plans to attend the
next conference in Kentucky. The swelling
from the bites from those PEI mosquitoes
should be gone by then.

Frank McTighe can be contacted at 
tmgedit@telus.net.

Despite mosquitoes, conference proves engaging

Frank McTighe
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The ISWNE group puts their shoes back on after
walking across the sandy beach at PEI National
Park.
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By GGooooddllooee  SSuuttttoonn
Editor and publisher
The Democrat-Reporter
Linden, Ala.

Anne of Green Gables is the title of a book
written by Lucy Maud Montgomery on
Prince Edward Island.
A woman and her brother needed a help-
ing hand on the farm and “ordered” a boy
to adopt. Instead they got a little freckled-
faced red-haired girl with a bossy tempera-
ment and the kids in her school called her
ugly.
In the musical at the community center
theater to which we visitors to Canada’s
smallest province were treated, the cast
earned a standing ovation from the thou-
sand or more people who had found the
book endearing and the rest of us who
simply appreciate the elements of a stage
production.  The “theatre” was located in
the community “centre” as the King’s
English is still cherished in the former
colony.
The evening was special, though, as our
newspaper group earlier had strolled
around Green Gables, the house and farm,
and then to the village created from the
descriptions in the book. Avonlea is cute

and has an ice cream shop that was
staffed by a most charming lady who loves
Alabama accents and piled way too much
chocolate ice cream in the cone we bought.
Then there is the gift shop, unmatched
even by The Book Store in Savannah,
Georgia, where Midnight in the Garden of
Good and Evil is set.
Uncle Gladstone always mentioned that
comparisons are odious, but these two
things are not people so the insinuations
are not hurtful.
Our measure of the attractiveness of PEI
was the lobsters. All else fell by the way-
side.  The group of restaurants, microbrew-
eries, and more Anne of Green Gables
shops knitted within just steps of each
other and the community centre brought
the young and the restless and a lot of the
rest to town at evening tide.
Our quarters at the University of PEI were
only a five-minute drive away. Before the
newspaper conference was ended, wonder-
ings were why the gables on the buildings
on the compact campus were not green.
As the book has been bought by 50 million
people, it must be good, so we’ll try to
dredge up the family copy and give it a
read...unless a voice of elegance and some-
what spicy soft emotions will offer a read-

ing which we
may attend. After
all, when it was
the time for this
one to read Anne
of Green Gables,
it was a girl book.
One charming
young lady who
learned we were
traveling to PEI,
exclaimed sprite-
ly, “That’s where
Anne of Green
Gables’’ is.  There is no doubt that Anne
has greened PEI.
By the way, the lady journalists with us all
wept a little with the old man died. They
also giggled softly when Anne started bat-
ting her eyes at the bad boy who had
called her ugly earlier on the stage.
Female minds work like that.
The guys in our group from England,
Australia, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland
also chuckled.

Goodloe Sutton can be contacted at
dreporter2@yahoo.com.

Goodloe Sutton

ISWNE members HHaarrrryy and CCaarrooll  HHiixx are
back in retirement, though Harry said this
may not last.
For the past three years, he has been a vis-
iting assistant professor of journalism in
the School of Journalism and
Broadcasting at Oklahoma State
University, his alma mater. He taught
reporting and from August 2008 until
April 2009 he also served as interim news-
room adviser for the campus newspaper,
The Daily O’Collegian.
As part of a cutback and reorganization,
two visiting professor positions were cut in

the School of Journalism and
Broadcasting, and his was one of them.
“I enjoyed teaching, but I am not as well-
grounded as a teacher should be in the
new technology that will be a part of the
restructuring of the reporting class,” Hix
said. “So, it’s time I refocus.
“I’m lazy enough to enjoy a short time of
retirement, but I expect to be working at
something again soon.”
Carol’s part-time position at Mercury
Marine was among more than 200 jobs
lost in a major cutback at the plant. She is
keeping busy with volunteer work.

Carol and Harry Hix

Retirement for Harry and Carol Hix may not lastRetirement for Harry and Carol Hix may not last

Anne of Green GablesAnne of Green Gables
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By Don Brod

Garrett Ray was sitting on the floor with his
back against a large ottoman. M.J.
Schneider (now Lentz) was sitting on a
couch, leaning forward. Bill Rannie was on
the same couch but in a more relaxed posi-
tion. Rick Friedman paced for a while and
then sat down in a straight chair. I was sit-
ting on a smaller couch. 
It was a large living room, and we were
mulling a large problem — how to move
the International Society of Weekly
Newspaper Editors from Southern Illinois
University to Northern Illinois University. It
was Friedman’s idea. ISWNE had to leave
SIU, and Rick, a strong ISWNE member and
a community newspaperman from the
south suburbs of Chicago, had strong ties to
NIU. He spoke to our classes, he hired our
graduates, and we even had an off-campus
graduate program meeting in his newsroom
in Chicago Heights. 
The four ISWNE representatives had been in
and around DeKalb, Illinois, most of the
day. One of our faculty members, Irv
Kummerfeldt, took them out to see NIU’s
Lorado Taft Field Campus, the university’s
outdoor education site on bluffs overlooking
the Rock River near Oregon, Illinois. If all
went well, Lorado Taft would be the location
of ISWNE’s annual conferences and Irv
would be the executive secretary. That
evening the delegation came to my house
for dinner. 
Now we were trying to hammer out an
agreement that would work for both the
organization and the university. I was the
brand-new chair of the Department of
Journalism, and the ISWNE group had to
give me reasons that I could take to my
bosses — the dean of the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences and the president of the
university — that NIU would benefit from
having ISWNE on campus. On the other
hand, I had to convince my visitors that
there was a good likelihood that I could pro-
vide the printing, postage, and graduate-
assistant help that they needed. 
It all worked out, and I began an associa-
tion with a marvelous organization that has
been a part of my life for more than three

decades. It has been so much a part of my
life that I am the only person ever to have
served ISWNE as both the executive secre-
tary and the president. 
During my five-year term as department
chair, my connection with ISWNE was mini-
mal. I attended the conferences at Lorado
Taft, of course, and I wrote a regular press
law column, aimed at working journalists,
in Grassroots Editor. At first I called it “Brod-
Sides,” but it soon became “Brod’s Law.” 
As my term was drawing to a close, I made
it clear that I wanted ISWNE! It became eas-
ier when Kummerfeldt was appointed to
replace me as department chair. So I didn’t
have to arm-wrestle him to see who would
be executive secretary. I inherited a favor-
able situation because the organization had
just decided to move the conference each
year to a different location, so I was saved
the hard work of having to plan a confer-
ence every year at Lorado Taft. 
During my 11-year tenure as executive sec-
retary (1981-92) I missed two conferences. I
almost made it to Durham, New Hamp-
shire, in 1984. I got as far as Boston before
turning around after being notified that my
mother had had a stroke.  Then there was
the Reading, Pennsylvania, conference of
1990, held while I was recuperating from
cardiac bypass surgery. And, you know, the
able planners and coordinators of those con-
ferences didn’t seem to need my presence at
all. 
One of the conferences that stands out in
my memory is Colorado Springs, 1992. I
had given the organization about a two-
year notice that I was going to retire from
NIU and from my ISWNE duties in 1992. So
it was well known that Colorado Springs
would be my final fling. M.J. Schneider and
Phoebe Baker pulled off the Great T-Shirt
Caper by persuading many members to
send them their newspaper nameplates,
which were printed on a T-shirt surrounding
the Grassroots Editor logo. I was presented a
shirt, and, as I recall, M.J. and Phoebe made
money for the treasury by selling a lot more
of them. I still occasionally see one of the
shirts (or one suggested by them) being
worn at a conference. For a while they were
referred to as the “Don Brod shirt,” but I
doubt if many people these days remember

the origin of the
shirt-of-many-
nameplates.
But the highlight
of that conference
for me was the
marvelous roast
that took up most
of the time at the
annual banquet.
Frank Garred
emceed the event,
and lots of people
made cutting yet
warm remarks. The climax of the evening
was the presentation of a certificate (I still
have it) covering the costs for Deb and me
for the 1995 conference in London,
Edinburgh, Cardiff, and Dublin! Is this a
great organization, or what? 
I must mention one more item from the
Colorado Springs conference. Houstoun
Waring, ISWNE cofounder, managed to
come down from Littleton for part of a day,
and I was able to sit and talk with him for a
while. I thanked him for his support over
the years. (He was always sending me notes
of encouragement when things were going
well — or when they weren’t. And he never
offered advice — unless I asked for it.)
Anyway, the trip to Colorado was worth it
just to see Hous one last time.
During my time as executive secretary, I
organized and led two overseas tours for
ISWNE members. We went to China in the
fall of 1983, back in the days when few peo-
ple had made the trip. We talked with gov-
ernment, party, and media leaders in
Beijing, Xian, Nanjing, and Shanghai before
leaving by way of Hong Kong. Of course, we
did lots of touristy things too. In the fall of
1985 I took a group to Germany. We spent
most of our time in Berlin, talking to people
on both sides of the Berlin Wall. But we also
spent a few days each in Munich and Bonn,
then the capital of West Germany. 
I was asked to be department chair again in
1987. I wasn’t particularly interested since I
was enjoying my life as a senior professor,
teaching the courses I wanted to teach, deal-
ing with ISWNE, and traveling around the
world on other people’s money. (My China
expenses were paid by the U.S.-China 

Don Brod

It’s been a great rideIt’s been a great ride
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People’s Friendship Association. The
Europaische Akademie of West Berlin picked
up my tab for the German trip. I also
attended a seminar in Germany on an aca-
demic grant and taught two summers in
Britain at NIU’s expense.) Yes, life was good.
But I agreed to “take one for the team” and
be department chair again so long as I
could keep ISWNE. The dean agreed, so I
spent my last five years of gainful employ-
ment doing both jobs. 
After I retired from both those jobs, Deb and
I attended most of the annual conferences,
and we even went on an international jun-
ket organized by Bob Horowitz in 1999 to
Prague, Vienna, and Budapest. I enjoyed the
conferences and particularly the fellowship
with all the wonderful ISWNE people, but I
made a point of staying out of any business
matters. I didn’t want it to appear that I was
looking over Dick Lee’s or Chad Stebbins’
shoulder. 
Then came the fateful Pere Marquette con-
ference of 2004. The nominating committee
(the past presidents) asked me to be a candi-

date for a seat on the Board of Directors.
They said someone of my experience could
bring continuity to the board. Well, that
seemed reasonable, and it would be for just
three years, so I agreed. When I accepted the
nomination at the annual membership
meeting, I said I felt a little like John Quincy
Adams, who served in Congress after having
been president. 
My problem was that I got fired up over
ISWNE all over again. Three years on the
board morphed into a year as vice president
and then the presidency. I still have one
more year on the board as immediate past
president — and two years, also as immedi-
ate past president, on the ISWNE
Foundation board — and then, I swear, I’m
going to ride off into the sunset. 
It has been a great ride since that night in
the mid-’70s when those four strangers sat
around my living room in DeKalb and
talked about ISWNE. I knew a little about
the organization from reading Grassroots
Editor, but I didn’t know about the people.
Those four strangers became good friends. In

fact, many of my very best friends are mem-
bers of ISWNE. I can’t name them all, so I
won’t name any. (But you know who you
are!) 
I must say, however, that after working with
Chad for the last few years, I now know how
this organization is supposed to work. I
mainly used the trial-and-error approach
when I was in his position, but he really
knows what he’s doing. He’s a keeper. I even
forgive him for talking me into agreeing to
be vice president, which in ISWNE means
president-elect. 
So it’s time to prepare to take that ride into
the sunset. The sunset will continue to
include annual conferences, yearly dues,
and perhaps the occasional contribution to
the ISWNE Foundation. And remember, it’s
pronounced ICE-WINE.
See you along the trail.
Cheers.

Don Brod can be contacted at
donbrod@earthlink.net.

By Gail Martin
Editor
Elmira Independent Weekender
Elmira, Ontario
July 3, 2009

Whenever I think of Michael Jackson, I get
sad — especially when I look at the pictures
of the young child, when he was the undis-
puted star of the Jackson 5.
Michael had an air of innocence about him
then. It looked like he was happy.
Now, as I reflect on the death of the King of
Pop, as well as his last few years on this
earth, one thought comes to my mind —
this is how you ruin a child.
Michael Jackson was undeniably weird in
the last years of his life, and possibly crimi-
nal, although allegations of child abuse
were never proven.
We were fascinated with the stories about
his weird, off-stage life, his marriages, his
poor parenting (dangling a child over a bal-
cony) and his continual child-like approach
to life.
Now we are hearing about a possible addic-
tion to OxyContin, a narcotic painkiller,

along with Demerol, and the death of a pop
star who was trying for yet another come-
back.
It’s all so sad.
Michael Jackson never had the chance to be
a child, never got to play in the park, make
friends with others his age, or grow up with-
out an intense media spotlight in his face.
I don’t think Michael ever got the chance to
be himself, or even figure out who he was,
other than the King of Pop. The only time
he ever looked in control and comfortable
was when he was on stage, performing for
thousands of fans.
What Michael Jackson lacked was not any
of the pleasures of this world. His money
and influence gave him everything he need-
ed — except the chance for a normal life,
the value of which we grossly underestimate.
Children need to be children, and they need
strong, supportive parents and loved ones to
influence them, encourage them, and allow
them to flourish and blossom — not “han-
dlers” who push them into the public’s eye,
without respecting their need to be children.
We live in a frightening society, I think.
We pursue success at all costs — and are

encouraged to do
so. We admire
those who make it
big, like Jackson,
and then go out of
our way to knock
them down.
And then, when
they die far too
young, we say
how “wonderful”
and “talented”
someone was, try-
ing to absolve our-
selves of the collec-
tive guilt we all feel.
We may never know all of the things that
have led to Michael Jackson’s premature
demise. We may never know whether he
could have lived a “normal” life, one free of
scandal, drug abuse or the continual
strangeness that surrounded his life.
And that, perhaps, is the saddest part of all.
We’ll never know what might have been.

Gail Martin can be contacted at
GMartin@elmiraindependent.com.
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By Jim Pumarlo

Newspapers are privileged to publish a vari-
ety of information due to state and federal
laws. Without these rights, the pages would
be void of content that is the everyday fabric
of communities.
Marriages and divorces; traffic tickets; hir-
ing, firing, discipline, salaries and much
more about public employees; court disposi-
tions; building permits; property taxes —
these are just a sampling of vital public
data.
But the fact that data are classified as public
does not mean all readers welcome the dis-
semination. And authorities still may chal-
lenge the release of some data.
Equally important, the right to publish
something is only half of the equation.
Newspapers also must be responsible in cov-
erage, especially when dealing with sensitive
issues.
Determining — and defending — that
responsibility is fairly straightforward when,
for example, stories involve public bodies
and elected officials. Even in those cases,
however, newspapers must consider such
things as placement of story, balance and
accuracy. Perceived unfair treatment of indi-
viduals or organizations will give newspa-
pers a black eye.
Editors and reporters should weigh their
rights and responsibilities in pursuit of all
stories. but those considerations are especial-
ly important when reporting on sensitive
issues. It’s worth an extra conversation in
the newsroom.
Here are additional tips.
• Be accurate: If something cannot be con-
firmed, don’t use it.
• Be fair: If someone levels charges against
an individual, seek a response from the
accused.
• Be consistent: If a story outlining alleged
wrongdoing by someone appears on page 1,

and later the person is cleared, the follow-up
story should receive front-page treatment,
too.
• Be conscious of placement: If a story will
receive just as much attention whether it’s
on page 1 or page 9, err on the side of play-
ing the story inside.
• Be prompt: If a story is linked to a sensitive
event, and it is likely to be stressful on the
subjects, be timely with reports. Be under-
standing of the impact of timing.
• Be complete: If editors identify missing
information in a story, readers will, too. An
omission can be as damaging as misinfor-
mation.
• Be knowledgeable: If an editor can’t make
sense of a story, most readers likely won’t
understand it either. Reporters must do their
homework when writing about unfamiliar
subjects.
• Be sensitive: If a story strikes an editor as
being sensational, readers will likely have a
similar reaction. Pay attention to how stories
are written, right down to word selection.
• Be open to criticism: If readers are upset
with newspaper policies, accept the feedback
in forthright fashion. Don’t squelch criti-
cism. Use the opportunities to explain poli-
cies and/or to revisit and revise guidelines.
• Be selective: If you’re interviewing individ-
uals unaccustomed to being in the public
eye, choose quotes carefully. Stories should
capture the flavor of an event, and reporters
have no obligation to protect individuals by
censoring, cleaning up or toning down what
they say. At the same time, newspapers
shouldn’t go out of their way to put people
in a bad or awkward light.
Rights and responsibilities are less defined
when tackling issues in the private arena.
Readers will be less forgiving if they believe
these individuals or organizations have been
treated poorly in the press.
Timeliness is one of the most important con-
siderations when reporting public informa-
tion, and it’s doubly important with regard

to sensitive cir-
cumstances.
Delayed publica-
tion can unneces-
sarily aggravate a
situation.
However, before
newspapers get a
shot at being
punctual, they
must receive the
information from
appropriate agen-
cies. The process
often has built-in
delays. Editors and reporters, despite their
efforts to work with public officials, still
might find limited ability to speed up the
process. 
On the other hand, newspapers do have
control over how soon the information gets
published once it is received. All newspapers
usually can improve turnaround.
Readers often ask why newspapers stand
firm on access to and publication of a vari-
ety of records. It’s much like the proverbial
“if you give an inch, they’ll take a mile.” If
the press agrees to one concession, all too
often an individual or agency will try to
stretch the rules. Soon laws are enacted with
additional restrictions on what once was
routinely public data — everyday informa-
tion that’s important to readers. 
Newspapers must stand solid on the stance
that their communities — their readers - are
best served by a full menu of public data
rather than a selective serving.

Jim Pumarlo regularly writes, speaks and
provides training on Community Newsroom
Success Strategies. He is author of “Votes
and Quotes: A Guide to Outstanding
Election Coverage” and “Bad News and
Good Judgment: A Guide to Reporting on
Sensitive Issues in a Small-Town
Newspaper.” He can be contacted at
www.pumarlo.com.
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By Lori Evans
Editor and publisher
Homer (Alaska) News
July 9, 2009

As Lt. Gov. and soon-to-be Alaska Gov. Sean
Parnell prepares to finish the term of soon to
be ex-Gov. Sarah Palin, he has some pretty
clear measures with which he can judge his
success over the next year and a half:
1. His children and spouse will not be house-
hold names and their activities will not pro-
vide fodder for dinnertime discussions for
Americans, except as inspirational role mod-
els.
2. He and his loved ones will garner not
even a mega-second mention on late-night
TV.
3. The general public will never know any of
his high school nicknames.
4. He and his administration will not
prompt even one ethics complaint.
5. He will not argue with every blogger, jour-
nalist, Democrat or legislator who disagrees
with him.
6. He will not use the word “transparent” to
describe any aspect of government — even if
it’s true — and he’ll refrain from any and all
sports analogies.
7. No one will confuse him with a Holly-
wood-style celebrity.
8. He will never, ever wink or say “You
betcha.”
9. Neither he nor his family nor his adminis-
tration will provide more melodrama than a
daytime soap opera.
10. A few months from now, no matter how
green the grass may look someplace else, no
matter how hot the governor’s seat, Alaska

will be his No. 1 priority and Alaskans will
know it.
For the most part, those are low bars for suc-
cess, and Alaskans will expect much more of
Mr. Parnell. In fact, with the initial shock-
disappointment-anger upon hearing Gov.
Palin’s surprise announcement July 3 that
she’ll be leaving the governor’s seat later
this month wearing thin, many, if not most,
Alaskans are looking forward to moving for-
ward.  They’re tired of the distractions that
have marked Gov. Palin’s short term in
office, made even shorter by all the time she
spent away from Alaska while campaigning
for national office.
Even her resignation has become a distrac-
tion because people don’t understand the
“why” of it.
As best we can tell, the decision is based on
Gov. Palin’s belief that for her to continue in
office would mean “politics as usual.” From
her perspective, since she decided not to seek
re-election she essentially would be a “lame
duck” even with a year and a half left to her
term. While that makes quitting sound
noble, from our perspective, there’s a lot a
person can accomplish in a year and a half
— whether they’re seeking re-election or not. 
People might be more understanding of her
decision to quit if they had more specifics
about what her future plans are. It’s not
enough to say: “But I have given my rea-
sons ‘no more politics as usual’ and I am
taking my fight for what’s right — for
Alaska — in a new direction.” What’s the
new direction? Is anyone following?
Sorry, Governor, but Alaskans elected you to
serve a full four-year term as governor (they
didn’t say anything about re-election when
they put you in office) and you’ve let them

down. You were
given an incredi-
ble opportunity
and responsibility
as both Alaska’s
youngest governor
and its first
woman governor.
Never mind the
additional oppor-
tunity and respon-
sibility when you
were tapped to be
John McCain’s
running mate. It
should have been a time of great honor for
you and Alaska, but what we remember
most are the late-night TV jokes and a divi-
siveness that served no one, least of all your
beloved Alaska, well. Maybe some time and
distance will better highlight your accom-
plishments, but right now it feels like you’ve
jumped ship.
Our hope is that under Mr. Parnell’s admin-
istration Alaska will be united and taken
seriously, that the actions of the governor
will be less maverick-y and more depend-
able and that the celebrity shimmer that
marked the Palin administration will be
replaced by some good, old-fashioned elbow
grease that will result not only in a gasline,
but also pave the way for Alaska to lead the
nation in alternative energy development.
All the best to Mr. Parnell as he takes the
reins of state government under less than
ideal circumstances. This isn’t the way any-
one wants to achieve higher office, but he
has our support.

Lori Evans can be contacted at
lori.evans@homernews.com.
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By Jose de Wit
Rio Grande SUN
Española, N.M.
June 18, 2009

Española Mayor Joseph Maestas is spending
$1,000 a month in taxpayer money on a
radio public relations crusade against the
Rio Grande SUN.
The city signed a contract with the Española
radio station KDCE for that amount April 14
that gives Maestas and other city officials 30
minutes of airtime a week and calls for 20
daily promotional spots to promote city ini-
tiatives and “offset any negative attacks”
from the media toward Maestas or the
Council.
The contract calls for promotional spots to
advertise “voter information, road construc-
tion, building repairs, job openings” and
upcoming Council meetings, and requires
KDCE to broadcast Council meetings.
But during a recent half-hour “Coffee Break”
with Maestas, the conversation hovered
around city road projects only for the first
few minutes. The chat soon gravitated
toward Maestas — his childhood, how he
met his wife, how he thinks volunteering as
a youth mentor makes him a better mayor
and how he stays fit.
Toward the end of the segment, Maestas
launched into an on-air tirade in which he
accused the SUN of fabricating stories with-
out providing specifics.
“Most newspapers are expected to provide
balanced information and not distort and
bias a story;” he told KDCE sales manager
Thomas J. Garcia. At one point, Maestas

described the ˆ’s coverage as “fiction.”
Maestas could not be reached for comment.
KDCE broadcast its first Council meeting
May 26, and the city has not yet made any
payments to the station, Acting City
Manager Veronica Albin said. The radio sta-
tion did not attend or broadcast a June 10
Council meeting that included public hear-
ings on an ordinance banning the use of cell
phones while driving, a proposed increase in
utility rates and the city’s fiscal year 2010
budget.
Garcia said the station’s contract requires it
to broadcast only one meeting a month.
However, the contract calls for broadcasting
all meetings (see full contract at
www.riograndesun.com).
Although the contract expires June 30, the
city will likely sign a new one in July, Albin
said. A contract provided to the SUN was not
signed; and the contract was never brought
before the council at a public meeting.
“I haven’t even seen the contract,” Mayor
Pro Tem Alice Lucero said. “I didn’t realize
we were paying $1,000 a month.”
New Mexico Municipal League Director Bill
Fulginiti said it’s common for public officials
to get regular air time on local radio sta-
tions. It’s less common for public agencies to
pay for that coverage.
KZRE in Chama regularly covers Village
Council and School District meetings, and
often invites public officials to appear on air
for interviews, general manager Scott Flury
said. None of those agencies pay for the cov-
erage.
“We consider it a public service,” Flury said.
“If they were paying us, I might not feel so

comfortable.”
KDCE owner Richard Garcia pointed out
that like any other privately-owned media
company, his station survives on advertis-
ing. Broadcasting meetings would mean
hours of lost advertising, and the station
can’t afford to do it for free, he said.
If the city asked only for the station to run a
few public service announcements, the sta-
tion would provide that at no cost, Richard
Garcia said.
“What’s happening is the mayor feels you’re
not giving them equal opportunity to
respond, to talk about what the city’s
doing,” he said. “That’s not my feeling,
that’s their feeling. If they want to be on the
air saying that, that’s fine, I’m not going to
deny them that. But they have to pay for an
advertisement.”
The city’s media campaign comes nine
months ahead of the 2010 city elections, in
which Maestas and four councilors’ seats
will be up for election.
Lucero said the expense was justified if the
radio spots are used only to inform the pub-
lic of policy changes and upcoming meet-
ings and public hearings.
“I wouldn’t like it to be used for a campaign
platform,” she said. “We hadn’t been made
aware of this. I plan to possibly run for an
office in March. If I were to go on the air, I’d
be very careful about what I’d say.”
Fulginiti said the campaign issue has raised
controversy in other cities. But to be consid-
ered a political advertisement, the radio seg-
ments would have to explicitly endorse a
candidate or criticize another, Fulginiti said.

Mayor Uses City Money to Bash SUNMayor Uses City Money to Bash SUN
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By R. Braiden Trapp
Managing editor
Rio Grande SUN
Española, N.M.
June 18, 2009

Española Mayor Joseph Maestas can get on
the local radio station and say just about
anything he likes about the Rio Grande
SUN, its staff and things that have been
written about him, as long as it’s not slan-
derous. He can make derogatory remarks
and accuse us of whatever makes him feel
better.
He can create all the promotional ads his
heart desires on Española’s blow torch sta-
tion. He can say don’t buy the SUN, don’t
read the SUN, it’s not a real newspaper and
doesn’t have anything good to say about the
community.
He can host his own Napoleonic show
whereby he declares everyone is wrong
except him, takes credit for federal and state
highway projects, defends bad actions taken,
poor decisions made and improper taxpayer
money spent.
But he should pay for it himself, not use tax-
payer money to address the personal prob-
lems he has with the newspaper. Drawing
up a contract to spend $1,000 a month with
the local radio station at taxpayer expense
is wrong when you’re flush with cash. It’s
irresponsible and borderline criminal when
you do it while in the cash situation the city
finds itself currently.
It’s easy to understand what drove Maestas
to such desperation. But it’s unfathomable
to grasp why he would spend money we
don’t have to do it.
There’s nothing wrong with the mayor or
council getting out and speaking about how
great the city’s doing, touting accomplish-

ments, and singing the praises of a well-
oiled city hall led by outstanding profession-
als providing services and helping the citi-
zenry. But since none of them can do that,
our mayor has resorted to simply saying
things printed in the paper are wrong, factu-
ally incorrect or that people have been mis-
quoted.
There’s no need for any of that. Take a look
at the bottom of page A2. You’ll see a cor-
rection box. Whenever one of our reporters
gets a quote, name or fact wrong, all any-
one has to do is call and tell us. If we are
wrong, we run a correction. It’s that simple.
There’s a clarification from city councilor
Danielle Duran regarding a quote she says
was wrong. More commonly city officials
call and complain that we shouldn’t be writ-
ing about what they’re doing wrong. Very
different.
The wording of the contract is interesting in
itself. First the radio station has to broadcast
city council meetings. It’s about time. We’ve
been waiting for the cable company to actu-
ally do some public service and provide that
but it doesn’t look like that will happen.
That’s OK, radio is good enough.
Second the mayor says the radio station will
provide 20-30 second spots 10 times a day to
offset any negative attacks against the
mayor and/or the city council. He doesn’t
state against the city, administration or
staff. He specifically wants to defend himself
against what he perceives as personal
attacks. Three years later he has not grasped
the simple concept he is the mayor, repre-
senting the city and it’s not about him.
Then there’s a provision for a “coffee break”
whereby he gets to speak his mind.
Next is a sponsorship of high school athlet-
ics. There’s no specific school listed but as
taxpayers’ children predominantly attend

Española Valley
High School, we’ll
assume that’s the
school the city has
chosen to support.
The rest of you:
tough luck.
He wants 10 spots
per day promoting
projects on which
the city is currently
working. We’re not
sure he can find
10 things to talk
about for 30 sec-
onds but he can get some mileage from
those state and fed projects.
Lastly, the Onate Fiesta will get all the radio
coverage needed. We thought the Fiesta had
its own budget and was raising money to
cover all its expenses. Rio Grande SUN
advertising manager Maria Garcia has been
quite successful in doing this for over a year
now. She will probably be happy to know
she doesn’t have to cover the radio cost now,
you are.
This is a huge waste of taxpayer money to
salve the mayor’s ego. While it’s barely
legal, should the mayor start using the sta-
tion as a forum for re-election, he’ll pass
over into the illegal side. We’re not sure this
would bother him but it should other tax-
payers that he continues to operate with no
one questioning his tactics.
If the council is OK with this, we have bigger
problems. The council is suppose to set poli-
cy. Where are these policy-makers, surely
not listening to the Joe Maestas show.

R. Braiden Trapp can be contacted at
rgsunedit@cybermesa.com.
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Times don’t always change for the better
By Bryan E. Jones
Editor
Versailles (Mo.) Leader-Statesman
Nov. 13, 2008

Editor’s note: Bryan Jones won first place in
the NNA’s 2009 Better Newspaper Contest
for best serious column, non-daily division,
circulation 2,700 to 4,499, for this column.

My, how times have changed, and not
always for the better.
When my fourth-grade girl comes home
from school one day this week and informs
me she is not allowed to play “tag” at recess,
my first reaction is to question, “Why?”
She says it is because playing tag is in viola-
tion of the “fight free pledge,” which states
that the students must keep their hands to
themselves.
It is my understanding that our elementary
schools are supposed to be “fight free.”
Being “fight free” is a noble goal and I am
all for limiting the number and occurrence
of classroom altercations, bleeding noses,
gravel rashes and swollen eye sockets.
She goes on to explain that they are allowed
to play “shadow tag” (touching one anoth-
er’s shadows instead of actually “tagging”
someone). My first reaction is, “You’ve got to
be kidding me!”
Why not take the “political correctness” a
step further and send the varsity football
team out on the field, line them up and
have them just stare at each other across the
line of scrimmage? Maybe they could tackle
each other’s shadows. That should make for
some exciting football!
Of course, the word “scrimmage,” which
comes from the military term “skirmish,”
would have to be eliminated from our
vocabulary as too violent.
Just so there’s no misunderstanding, I am
fully aware of the need for order and disci-
pline in the classroom, especially in this day

and age when it seems many parents have
forgotten to teach their kids how to act, treat
others with respect and deference, and use
manners.
I also understand that educators do not need
any more unnecessary distractions in their
efforts to transfer the principles of the cur-
riculum to young minds.
I don’t envy the challenge teachers have to
teach lessons and, at the same time, be con-
stantly vigilant to maintain control in the
educational setting.
Perhaps a return to the one-room school-
house method of a ruler across the knuckles
and the “dunce cap” would serve as a deter-
rent to disrespectful, disobedient and dis-
courteous students.
When there is no real consequence to an
unacceptable action, why do we expect there
to be any improvement in behavior?
Getting back to the subject at hand, instead
of allowing children to learn, grow and
develop skills to handle situations by experi-
mentation, hard knocks and trial by error,
educators and parents are trying to isolate
and insulate children from the things that
would make them stronger.
The butterfly only has the strength to spread
its wings once it has struggled and struggled
to free itself from the cocoon. For a human
to cut open the cocoon prematurely (even in
well-meaning gesture) would mean certain
deformation, weakness and even death to
the emerging butterfly.
We cannot, as a society, continue to shelter
our children to the point that we create a
generation of over-protected, whiny, com-
plaining, ingrates who are incapable of
developing their own coping mechanisms,
have very little endurance and virtually no
tolerance for difficulty or hardship.
Of course, there is always the risk that some-
one playing tag will get too rough or push
too hard and that someone may fall down
and skin their knee.

Taking the old
playground staple
of tag out of the
toy box, however,
seems something
akin to the Grinch
stealing
Christmas. It just
isn’t right.
The older genera-
tion is supposed to
pass on to the
younger genera-
tion the tools nec-
essary to solve
everyday problems, deal with the conse-
quence of mistakes, act sportsmanlike, take
responsibility for their own actions, stand up
for what they believe and compromise when
it is appropriate.
Notice I said our responsibility is to give
them the tools necessary to build, not to
build everything for them.
Today, kids (or adults, for that matter) can
purchase an entire set of baseball cards for
about $19.95. There is no effort involved in
obtaining a complete collection — no trad-
ing for the cards that are missing, no negoti-
ating with your friends, no waiting in antici-
pation of the next package of bubble gum
and a few cards.
Many people have made convenience the
“be all and end all” of life. They value expe-
diency and comfort over hard work. They
shy away from difficulty and often want
something for nothing. They are playing
shadow tag and don’t even realize it.
Those playground scrapes and bruises just
may be more valuable than we sometimes
think.
“Tag! You’re it!”

Bryan A. Jones can be contacted at
bryan@leader-statesman.biz. 

Bryan E. Jones
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By David Giffey
Home News
|Spring Green, Wis.
July 15, 2009

Change came, it’s safe to say, during the 50
years since I graduated from high school. 
While high school was interesting and
engaging, its completion half a century ago
seemed to be more an opening door than it
did a closing book. However, my colleague
in Advertising-slash-Sports would lead me to
believe otherwise. He points out, almost
daily, the changes he perceives in my men-
tal, physical, and psychological acuity as
certain signs of an early-onset vegetative
state, or worse. And he doesn’t think highly
of vegetables.
Meanwhile, I maintain that the summer of
my 50th high school reunion is too late to
be early for anything, and, if the point must
be argued, I was probably more mentally
vegetative as a high school student than I
am now.
Over those years, some change was for the
common good. Some was neutral, and some
change was questionable, at best. Also,
many aspects of life and time have changed
and changed again and then again, in a
seemingly unending circle.
For example, a news item recently discussed
the nature of organic foods. Many people,
myself included, like to say that 50 years
ago just about everything we grew on the
farm might have been considered “organic.”
In truth, I can’t state with certainty that I
ever heard the word “organic” in my youth.
Over the years, the use of pesticides, herbi-
cides, hormones, and genetic engineering
began to dominate the corporate market-
place and agribusiness. A need grew to
define “organic” to protect both consumers
and reputable producers. Some success was
achieved in that regard, and organic certifi-

cation became more or less standardized
and generally valid. But powerful lobbies, to
this day, continue to snipe at the essence of
“organic,” most recently pretending that
“natural” is similar in meaning. 
It isn’t.
“Natural” means little other than saying
that the producers might hire their own
inspectors and they might not add artificial
coloring and they might not overly process
the food. But there aren’t any regulations on
the use of chemicals, an essential prohibi-
tion for the health and value of “organic”
food as it’s grown in the field or pasture.
“Natural” is allowed on labels by the Food
and Drug Administration as long as there
are no added colors, or fake flavors or sub-
stances. Thus, there’s a big difference
between “organic” and “natural,” and the
differences have come to light over the
years.
The approaching 50th reunion also jogged a
memory of the late 1950s as an era of gen-
eral indifference to and suppression of gen-
der equality. I was a beneficiary of that lop-
sided sexism because I played varsity basket-
ball. We rode Greyhound busses to road
games and ate nice meals in supper clubs
along the way. My classmates who were
women were allowed to be cheerleaders. No
team was available for them. That definitely
changed when people demanded the estab-
lishment of women’s athletics.
Another positive change was made clear last
week when the school board adopted a
handbook for high school extra curricular
activities. Along with the handbook’s
attempt to represent community values —
always tricky — is the forthright inclusion of
the Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) as an
option among extra curricular student activ-
ities.
No doubt there were enlightened people 50
years ago who supported what in 2009

seems more and
more to be a non-
issue: namely, an
individual’s sexual
orientation. But my
high school didn’t
have a Gay
Straight Alliance,
and tolerance, it
could be said, was
sometimes not tol-
erated in the social
climate of the
1950s. Work remains in that area today, as
evidenced when school board member
Debbie Peach said, “I’m tired of being toler-
ant,” and voted against the handbook, in
committee, because it included the Gay
Straight Alliance as a student activity.
To her credit, she later back-pedaled and
said that, as a Christian, being tolerant was
assumed because that is a tenet of her reli-
gion. She voted in favor of the handbook
when it came before the entire board. 
Some changes have a bitter sweetness about
them. It’s a forward stride on behalf of fair-
ness and tolerance when young people
organize themselves into worthy activities
like the Gay Straight Alliance. But it took a
long time, didn’t it? My generation failed in
that regard.
Sam Cooke wrote his civil rights anthem A
Change is Gonna Come not long after I
graduated from high school. He was correct,
but he didn’t put a timeline on his predic-
tion. That’s probably because he realized
that sometimes the change comes, and then,
following slowly behind, comes the toler-
ance. That’s another story.

David Giffey can be contacted at 
giffeyhomenews@yahoo.com.
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By David V. Mitchell
SparselySageAndTimely.com
July 7, 2009

Editor’s note: Linda Peterson is the ad man-
ager for The West Marin Citizen, a two-year-
old weekly in California that now competes
with Mitchell’s former paper, The Point
Reyes Light.

I’ve been posting periodic updates on Linda
Petersen’s condition following her horrific
traffic accident in Inverness June 13. Linda
suffered 10 broken ribs, a broken arm, a bro-
ken leg, a broken knee cap, two broken ver-
tebrae, two broken ankles, and a punctured
lung when she fell asleep at the wheel and
hit a utility poll along Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard.
Since then, Linda has spent time in Marin
General Hospital, Kaiser Medical Center in
Oakland, and now The Rafael. She wears
casts on both legs and on her left arm. Her
head and neck are immobilized by a med-
ical “halo” made of steel.
The halo won’t come off for at least four or
five more weeks, and until then she is basi-
cally stuck. She spends a few minutes in a
wheelchair each day, “but it’s not very com-
fortable,” she acknowledged Monday. “It
puts a strain on my neck. This thing was

probably invented during the Second World
War and hasn’t been been updated since. It
weighs a ton.”
Weighed down by the head gear, which is
screwed into her skull, and able to move
only her right arm, Linda has chosen to
fight the tedium of spending a couple of
months on her back by getting back to
work.
Using her cell phone, she’s already working
with about a dozen advertisers, she said,
“and as soon as I’m online, there’ll be a lot
more.” (Three days later — following repeat-
ed calls to her ISP — Linda’s laptop was
finally connected to the Internet.)
How do merchants react when she calls
them from her hospital bed? “They’re kind
of surprised,” she replied. “‘Oh, Linda, how
are you doing?’ they ask. ‘We’ve been wor-
ried about you. You sound so good.” Does
their concern translate into ad sales? “It
might give me a bit of an advantage,” she
admitted with a laugh.
Linda has been receiving a steady stream of
cards, emails, and phone calls from well
wishers. People have brought her flowers,
fruit, yogurt, ice cream, books, balm, and
magazines. “I’m so touched by that,” she
said. “The outpouring of encouragement
has really helped me keep a good attitude.”
Speeding Linda’s recovery, her doctors say, is

her being in good
physical shape at
61 years old. Before
her accident, Linda
went to the West
Marin Fitness gym
almost daily. Until
two months before
the accident, she
went horseback
riding every week
or two, and therein
lies a story.
Linda lived in Puerto Rico for more than 20
years, and in March 2000, she was riding
her own horse, a Paseo, when it was
attacked by a much larger stallion. With the
other horse trying to “throw itself” onto the
back of Linda’s horse, she leapt off, only to
have her horse fall and roll over her lower
back.
Her injuries on that occasion consisted of a
dozen broken bones, including a crushed
pelvis, and numerous internal contusions.
Despite major surgery and extensive hospi-
talization after the mishap, her hip was
deteriorating by the time she moved to the
Bay Area about five years ago, necessitating
a hip replacement in 2006.
After recovering from that hospitalization,
Linda resumed riding, accompanying
friends on trails throughout Marin and
Sonoma counties. Increasingly on her mind,
however, was her recent hip surgery and the
fact that our bones become more brittle and
take longer to mend as we grow older. So
two months before her automobile accident,
“I decided I better not do anymore riding,”
she noted, laughing at the irony.
And then the conversation turned to busi-
ness. Shari-Faye Dell of The Citizen hap-
pened to also be visiting when I showed up
at The Rafael, and Linda told her that ads
for Osteria Stellina restaurant and Zuma gift
store were ready for this week’s issue. “Check
with Chris [Giacomini, the owner] at
Toby’s,” she told Shari. “If he isn’t there, you
can also talk with Oscar [Gamez, the feed
barn’s manager].”
Later in the hallway I commented to Shari
how remarkably Linda was handling a situ-
ation that would devastate many of us.
“She’s one of those people whose glass is
half full,” Shari responded with admiration.

Immobilized by injuries, ad manager keeps selling from hospital 
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Linda Petersen, advertising manager of The West Marin Citizen, working from her bed in The
Rafael — Assistance for Living, a convalescent hospital in San Rafael, Calif.
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By Van Tyson
Editor and publisher
The Atkins Chronicle and The Dover Times
Atkins, Ark.
July 8, 2009

I was asked to explain how we do The
Chronicle and The Times for the Atkins
Lions Club last week. It occurs to me that
readers who weren’t there might be interest-
ed. So here is part of what I said.

SSoouurrcceess
Much of our information comes from the
public. People bring in news of meetings,
engagements, programs, services and other
items. Then, much of our material comes
from our community correspondents, report-
ing visiting and other news in the communi-
ties. We go to a lot of meetings. I cover the
Atkins City Council, Atkins Planning
Commission, Hector School Board, Tri
County Water, Southwest Atkins Water,
Dover Chamber of Commerce, and some-
times Hector City Council, Pottsville City
Council, and Pottsville School Board. Beckie
Tyson (my sister) covers the Pope County
Quorum Court and usually the Pottsville
School Board. Ginnie Tyson (my wife) covers
the Atkins School Board and People for a
Better Atkins. Elizabeth Brown covers the
Dover City Council and School Board. We

also get police reports from the city, county
and state police. We don’t subscribe to a
wire service and report state, national and
international news only with it has a local
angle. We get some of it as news releases for
agencies.

PPuuttttiinngg  iitt  ttooggeetthheerr
We put the pages together on computer
screens. We write or type the stories in Word,
fix the pictures with Photoshop and insert
them into the pages with InDesign. Beckie,
Ginnie and Beverly Davis (our circulation
manager) do most of the page layout for
The Chronicle, Elizabeth and Joey Brown lay
out the Dover pages. After they are laid out,
they are converted to PDF (portable docu-
ment format) files and sent to our printer,
the Log Cabin Democrat at Conway. We log
into the Internet and transfer them to the
Cabin web site using FTP (file transfer proto-
col). We have to take some inserts to them
but not the pages.

DDiissttrriibbuuttiinngg  iitt
Most (about 75 %) of the Atkins papers are
distributed by 2nd class mail, paid by
weight, distance and percentage of advertis-
ing. The rest are sold as single copies out of
racks and desk stacks. Most of the Dover
papers are distributed by single copy sales,

with the rest (25 %)
by mail.
Mark Murdoch
picks up papers at
Conway Tuesday
nights, takes the
mail bags to post
offices and puts
papers in boxes.
The Cabin labels
the papers and puts
them in bags. Mark
drops off bags at
Morrilton, Atkins,
Russellville and Dover, to speed up delivery.
Most go out on routes on Wednesday morn-
ing. 

IInnccoommee
Most of our income is from advertising
(about 75%). The other 25% is from sub-
scriptions and single copy sales, and most of
that 25% goes back into the cost of postage
and getting the papers into boxes and post
offices. Advertising generally pays for per-
sonnel and printing.

BBuussiinneessss
Our business is like most others right now.
We have lost some major car advertising
and other ads, putting us into a bind. We
have cut back some on expenses but can’t
cut back much, because our staffs are so
small. We have started charging for some
things we didn’t in the past, such as engage-
ments, weddings and obituaries. We were
among the last to add those charges.
FFuuttuurree
The future of newspapers is uncertain.
Generally, weeklies are better off than big
dailies, because we provide news people can-
not get anywhere else, such as the Internet.
But that applies mainly to readership. Our
advertisers are affected in the same way big
cities, so we are all struggling under the eco-
nomic downturn. If we could get all of our
readers to subscribe online, it would save us
a lot of money for printing and postage, but
we know a lot of our readers don’t have
Internet access. We have about 30 online
subscribers, for $20 a year.

Van Tyson can be contacted at
van.tyson@yahoo.com.

Van Tyson
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A tour guide at the Greenwich Dunes area of Prince Edward Island explains that PEI National
Park is home to sand dunes, barrier islands, beaches, sandstone cliffs, wetlands and forests.
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By Martha Perkins
Editor
Haliburton County Echo
Haliburton, Ontario
July 14, 2009

Anyone who thinks that reporters actually
like running off to cover a hot news story
about an accident has a) never been in an
accident or b) never been a reporter.
Accidents are not pleasant. Even if the peo-
ple involved are relatively unscathed, they
are emotional and upset. They’re more like-
ly to yell at a reporter for being there than
be excited about knowing they’re going to
be in next week’s paper. If there are injuries,
the trauma is bumped up a few emotional
levels. And if there is death, there is
heartache for the family who the reporter
knows is about to get the phone call that
everyone dreads.
A reporter learns to have a certain detach-
ment from the story. Readers want to know
what happened, and who it happened to,
and it’s a reporter’s job to gather the infor-
mation. Sometimes, when that information
is hard to get — such as with last week’s
drowning accident at Furnace Falls — the

story seems so cold, so cut and dried. There’s
a starkness to the story that belies how
much suffering and loss has taken place.
Often it’s impossible to do justice to the
magnitude of what just happened.
There was no detachment last Tuesday
when Echo reporter Jenn Watt was driving
home towards Gooderham and, coinciden-
tally, reporter Matt James was behind her on
his way to the family’s cottage. It’s a trip
that is usually mundane in its familiarity.
But on a sharp corner, on the wet road,
Watt says it was like she hit black ice. Her
car slid into the shoulder, hit something and
flipped over on its roof. She travelled for
metres down the road upside down. James
was watching it all, horrified. After both cars
stopped and he was running towards her, it
was easy to think the worst. He definitely
wasn’t feeling lucky for having the chance
to get good photos.
But Watt walked away from the accident.
Her seatbelt kept her in place until she could
crawl out of the car. One of her knuckles has
a big gouge in it from her reflexive instinct
to cover her head when the car flipped, and
she’s a bit sore, but otherwise she is
unharmed.

The next day,
everyone at the
Echo was over-
whelmed by the
sense of how easily
the story could
have had a differ-
ent ending. Watt
could have broken
her neck or hit a
rock cut. A car
could have been
coming around the
corner from the
opposite direction
and hit her. We didn’t have to experience
the sense of loss but it lurked like a dark
force in the shadows of our consciousness.
Knowing how close Jenn came to dying or
serious injury, and how close we came to
losing her, was deeply disquietening.
It may not make for scintillating reading
but, here at the Echo, no bad news is good
news indeed.

Martha Perkins can be contacted at 
editor@haliburtonecho.ca.
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By Bradley A. Martin
Editor
Hickman County Times
Centerville, Tenn.
July 6, 2009

Until June 22, I don’t think I have ever writ-
ten a newspaper report that does not give
the full name of the principal subject.
That’s 38 years of reporting.
I don’t do it for the same reason that I don’t
publish anonymous letters to the editor:
Credibility. The more specific a newspaper
can be, the more useful the information that
it publishes.
On June 22, I reported the story of Paul, a
recovering methamphetamine addict. I did-
n’t use his name because he asked me not
to, out of concern for his future.
I agreed because the story of his addiction
and — so far — successful recovery is one
that I have been looking to write ever since

methamphetamine reared its ugly head.
Back then, when I’d ask cops if they’d ever
seen a recovering meth addict, the answer
was “No” across the board. So I thumb-
tacked the idea to the back of my brain.
When Tim Easter called me late this spring,
I was ready. The Drug Court he oversees has
a man with a story that needs telling, he
said. When he said it involved meth...I was
in.
Paul is an engaging character, straightfor-
ward about the messes he’s been in, and
how he climbed out. He stays out one day at
a time. I thought it was an important topic
to explore for several reasons, not the least
of which is the power of human determina-
tion and faith. 
Oddly, Paul’s story is very comparable to
that of Crystal Fleming Fitts, which we pub-
lished on June 8. She used faith and human
determination to attack breast cancer, and
now will tell anyone who will listen that she

is cured, though
she too takes things
one day at a time.
Which is more
powerful? Faith?
Human determina-
tion? Are they the
same? Do you need
both to overcome
great difficulty? Is it
just a matter of
focusing on what’s
important every
time you get out of
the bed?
Stories about human struggle are the most
instructive ones I can write, and it’s a pleas-
ure to do it.

Bradley A. Martin can be contacted at 
editor_hctimes@yahoo.com.

Bradley A. Martin
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By RR..  BBrraaiiddeenn  TTrraapppp
Managing editor
Rio Grande SUN
Española, N.M.
June 25, 2009

Did city of Española officials want public
input before passing the cell phone ordi-
nance?
Last week city officials danced around
whether proper notification of the meeting
had gone out. First the city manager said it
was noticed on the local radio station. That is
nowhere near the definition of proper notice
by state law or by the city’s resolution.
Then they said a notice was published in the
Albuquerque Journal. Well, that’s at least the
right medium but we wonder what a judge
would decide after comparing the Journal’s
approximate 1,000 circulation to the SUN’s
10,000 in the Valley. Is the Journal a newspa-
per of general circulation in Española?
Apparently the city thought so when it creat-
ed its own Open Meetings resolution in
January. The city’s resolution states special
meetings will be noticed in a newspaper that
provides circulation within the municipality.
They could post a notice, in the New York
Times for that matter. But why do that? Do
they want people involved in city govern-
ment or not?
The next argument was that our weekly pub-
lishing schedule made it impossible to pub-
lish a proper notice in time. They had to go
to the Journal.
That brings us to, why a special meeting?

Most city councilors knew they were going to
have a hearing on this last month. Why did
the city wait until the last minute to illegally
post notice of the meeting, hold one quick
hearing and pass it without the whole council
or the mayor in attendance?
Ironically, had the SUN not put the story on
the front page, most folks would not know
the law passed. The Journal doesn’t cover
news in Española unless something exciting
happens like a murder or Barack Obama
coming to town. They couldn’t care less about
what happens in Española and the signs city
officials are threatening to make are expen-
sive, not budgeted for and will take some
time to produce.
The city council seems to be following the law
regarding the increase in utilities it’s about to
pass. They’ve held several hearings and since
no one comes, we assume everyone is fine
with their water and sewer rates going up
each year for the next five years to support
poor spending habits by the city.
If city officials have to hem and haw and
make up excuses why they violated their own
resolution and state law, they must have real-
ly wanted to get this through quietly and
without public input.
But why?
It’s a, good ordinance. We doubt the
Española Police Department can enforce it
but it’s a good ordinance. Driving while talk-
ing on your cell phone is dangerous. Texting
while driving is insane. At least when you’re
driving and talking your eyes are somewhere
above the dashboard.

Some of the com-
ments on our blog
made good points.
How about passing
and enforcing an
ordinance to stop
women (or men)
from putting on
makeup while they
drive? How about
those drivers with
their heads turned
180 degrees
screaming at two
brats in the back
seat? Don’t drive along and threaten to stop
the car and whomp them. Do it.
Then there are those folks who believe in a
good breakfast but won’t get up early enough
to eat it. The answer: toast on the road, cereal
ala car and breakfast burrito steering wheel.
The city council should go back and do this
right. There was no need for the
Machiavellian tactics. If the city won’t do it
legally and correctly, the first person to be
ticketed should contact a lawyer and chal-
lenge the law in District Court.
Once again, do it correctly and none of this is
necessary. We get it, city officials, you hate us
and don’t want to spend taxpayer money
with us. We don’t care. Notice the meetings
correctly in the newspaper that provides local
news to local readers — about 25,000 of them
— and quit trying to hide in the Journal.

R. Braiden Trapp can be contacted at
rgsunedit@cybermesa.com.

Please, No Public Input

R. Braiden Trapp

Future Conferences
Save the dates...upcoming ISWNE conferences
2010: June 23-27 Richmond, Kentucky
2011: July 5-10 Coventry, England
2012: June 26-30 Bellingham, Washington
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By Goodloe Sutton
Editor and publisher
The Democrat-Reporter
Linden, Ala.

A month ago, one of our photographers
went to a wreck and the local firemen on
the scene told him not to take any pictures.
He is black and they were white and he was
intimidated. He didn’t tell me any of the
details. I learned of his experience only after
I was chewing out everybody for letting a
good picture escape us.
Then, there was a wreck on Highway 43 just
north of Thomasville but on the Marengo
County-Clarke County line. One of the
Thomasville police or firefighters did the
same thing.
This was enough. I got on the phone and
called the mayor of Thomasville. He wasn’t
in so I left the message with the lady at city
hall. Essentially, I told her: If any firefighter,
police, or paramedic tells our photographers
to move or not to take pictures, then that
person will be arrested. Next, we will file suit
and sue everybody from the mayor, the city
council members, and every fireman or
policeman, down to the lowest one, for vio-

lating the Freedom of Information Act, our
First Amendment Rights, intimidation,
harassment, and everything else we can
think of.
In 30 minutes the mayor called, apologized
for the incident, and declared at the fire
department meeting that night he would
explain the media has a right to photo-
graph whatever it wants to and the only
time any of them can tell a reporter or pho-
tographer to move is if they are in danger or
if the firefighters or police need more room
to do their job — not to deny anybody from
taking pictures.
Before the Thomasville mayor called me, I
had called the Linden mayor and left her
the same message. She did not return my
call. In fact, it was three weeks later in a
Rotary Club meeting that she approached
me and said, “I got your message.”
When she started to add something about
what the fire chief said, I rudely, abruptly,
and loudly cut her off: “He’s wrong. He can’t
do anything!”
Then I asked her not to embarrass her city
or her administration and not take a leader-
ship role. At the same time, the press was

rolling with the
editorial that
described what
had happened
and how the
Thomasville
mayor responded
and the Linden
mayor did not.
Also, I had editori-
alized that people
at city hall were
telling the mayor
how to run the city
and this would
surely lead to something embarrassing.
This all culminated after six months of the
mayor being nice to her employees and not
being their leader. It also ended my being
nice to her and the employees at city hall.
They are much nicer and more cooperative
than ever, now.
Don’t get angry; get even! No! Get ahead!

Goodloe Sutton can be contacted at
dreporter2@yahoo.com.
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Do you have a tough question about editorial policy or journalism
ethics? If so, send it to ISWNE executive director Chad Stebbins at
stebbins-c@mssu.edu, and he’ll email all ISWNE members. You can
expect a quick and informed response from your colleagues, who
may have encountered a similar situation at their newspaper.

???????????????????????????????



Jan Anderson, editor and publisher of the
Jefferson County Courier in Montana, posed
the following Hotline question to ISWNE
members:
“We recently received a book about our
county’s history with a request that we run
an article reviewing the book. We were sur-
prised to find that the book was filled with
information taken from our newspaper with
absolutely no credit for the newspaper. 
“The book was supposedly written by a for-
mer county museum curator and credits her
and the county museum as the writers.
Inside is an acknowledgment for a woman,
now deceased, who wrote for the newspaper
25 years ago, saying ‘this book would not
have been possible without’ her. She is
thanked for ‘keeping the history of Jefferson
County alive through her writings.’ In addi-
tion, the author acknowledges the county
genealogy society. 
“We had previously given
permission for the genealo-
gy society to assemble the
series of history articles
from our newspaper in
book form to sell solely as
a fundraiser for the
genealogy society. The book
contained absolutely no new informa-
tion except for a forward about the
writer of the articles, and the front
cover and inside of the book clearly
stated that the articles were published
in our newspaper. The name of the
book printed by the genealogy socie-
ty was even the same as the origi-
nal newspaper article series.
“The new book, credited to the
former museum curator, is sell-
ing for $21.99, and we have been
unable to learn from the publishing
house who is receiving that money. The
book’s bibliography lists the writer of the
newspaper articles, the name of the series,
and the genealogy society fundraising book
with the date of that reprinting. The book is
filled with photos, many originally pub-
lished in our newspaper, and the photo cred-

its say, ‘Courtesy of the Jefferson County
Museum.’ (Others of those photos are copies
of originals owned by private parties and
loaned to the museum, and no credit is
given to the photo owners.)
“We have always been very supportive of
the genealogy society and the museum and
do not wish to get into a fight with any of
them, but we feel we have to protect our
copyright or risk facing further issues in the
future. 
“We have asked the publishers of the muse-
um curator book to change the bibliography
to include the reference to our newspaper,
and they have agreed to do that ‘should the
book be reprinted in the future.’ They
declined our request to add an errata sheet
to any books already printed but not distrib-
uted and they declined our request for com-
pensation for copies already printed and dis-
tributed. We made those requests on the day

of the release of the book, the
soonest we could possibly do it.

“Ironically, the book publishers
asked that we review the book
in a feature article and ‘when
you review or mention the
book, we kindly ask that you

credit it in the following man-
ner: Jefferson County, $21.99,

Arcadia Publishing. Available at
local retailers, online bookstores, or

through Arcadia Publishing at www.arcadi-
apublishing.com or (888) 313-2665.’” And,
of course, the book is copyrighted to the for-
mer museum curator and the museum.”

Anderson received the following responses
from ISWNE members:

“Easy. Time to see a lawyer. I am one for
not tip-toeing around. If the paper has

asked and not received, then it is time to
demand and expect action unless the muse-
um wants to talk to a lawyer.”
Steve Ranson
Lahontan Valley News
Fallon, Nev.

“You are Sitting
Bull and George
Armstrong Custer
just rode into your
valley. Sue ‘em for
all they have and
ever hope to have.”
Goodloe Sutton
The Democrat-
Reporter
Linden, Ala.

“This is the ulti-
mate in ignorance,
arrogance or sheer nerve. Maybe all of the
above. 
“Have you reviewed the book? I suppose it
would be tempting to include in any review
the extent to which the newspaper is quoted
without any credit. Readers deserve to know
where the information in the book came
from, and how the authors credited their
research, so I think you should let them
know that. You’ve already mentioned, how-
ever, that you don’t want to alienate the
genealogy society or the museum. Shouldn’t
they be on your side in this, though? Right is
right, and most folks who care about history
and genealogy care about accuracy in all
aspects of publishing, including crediting.
“I guess I would contact those at the muse-
um and the genealogy society and get their
opinions on it. And, does Montana’s press
association have a legal hotline? I would be
able to call our legal hotline out of the New
England Press and Newspaper Association in
a situation such as this. It is a great way to
get lawyers involved for general advice with-
out incurring expense. 
“I do predict, however, that you’ll need to
get the legal profession involved, and I
would not delay. Since you contacted the
authors/publishers as soon as the book
came out and requested they credit your
newspaper as appropriate, they have fair
warning. This sure looks like an infringe-
ment of your rights, and if a book on the
history of the area quotes from the commu
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nity newspaper but does not credit it, that
begins a spiral of historical research that
does not accurately reflect its sources. Please,
don’t let that stand! For your newspaper and
for all of ours, it’s important.
“Just amazing that they didn’t respect your
publication enough to credit you appropri-
ately, yet they sent you a copy to review and
to give them free publicity as soon as the
book was published. Good luck, and let us
know what happens.”
Janet Manko
The Lakeville Journal
Lakeville, Conn.

“It seems impossible that people at the
museum and the curator could be so clueless
and so oddly tone-deaf to your reasonable
requests for acknowledgement. We love our
local museum and I understand your desire
to maintain good relations, but was it their
entire board that refused your requests? An
inexperienced director? I think there is rea-
son to take a stand, including writing a story
about this unpleasant surprise for museum
journals to alert other curators and boards
to the delicate balance of legal rights and
courtesy associated with copyright.
“Are you intending to write a story in your
newspaper just stating the facts as you’ve
stated them here? Maybe even quoting your
publisher explaining why this poses such a
perplexing dilemma. Surely the writer of the
original articles deserves credit and profit
sharing, as may your paper.
“If they are stonewalling, only a legal action
with discovery procedure may reveal the
proceeds distribution plan. I hope you’ll
update us with the outcome.”
Patric Hedlund
The Mountain Enterprise
Frazier Park, Calif.

“Holy cow, Jan! My first question is, what
does your attorney say? Again — holy cow! I
understand your desire to play nice with
these folks, but this strikes me as a very seri-
ous issue. My initial opinion is that the book
publisher is the responsible party here. If
they are a reputable publishing house, they
know the law and they know the purpose of
attribution.
“What does your attorney say?

“I believe you need more than a bibliogra-
phy footnote in this matter. I think that for
starters, the name of the book, whatever it is
now, MUST be changed — and changed
now, not with the next printing — to some-
thing along the lines of ‘(The Story of
Whatever It Is), as Told in the Pages of the
Boulder Monitor.’ I believe the publishing
house has every responsibility to advise
those it publishes that their material must
be original and/or properly attributed and
otherwise credited. At the VERY least, there
should have been a formal request made of
you, as the Boulder Monitor publisher,
allowing them to proceed with the book.  It
is one thing if the author uses original
research and attributes material taken from
the newspaper to the newspaper, either in
the text, or in footnotes. It is quite another if
chunks of material are lifted with no attribu-
tion to the newspaper (or attribution to sec-
ondary sources, e.g., the writer of more than
25 years ago). That, as you well know, con-
stitutes plagiarism. I think you need to hold
the publisher’s feet to the flames, and I
believe you are entitled to a reprint with
proper attribution for the newspaper on
EVERY photo and EVERY scrap of informa-
tion that came out of the Monitor.
“As for the museum folks, how would they
feel if, in stories you wrote, the newspaper
took credit for the positive accomplishments
of their facility? (I know that’s a bit far out,
but I know you understand.)
“Again, what does your attorney say?
“I strongly believe the real beef is with the
book publisher, but at the same time, I think
you need to state your case to the museum
board and genealogy folks. They need to
understand that what has happened here is
not right. If they are a reasonable bunch,
they should join you in going after the pub-
lisher for justice in this matter. After all, they
have purchased the publisher’s services,
including the publisher’s obligation to
advise them regarding copyright laws.
“One more thing: What does your attorney
say?
“Good luck...go get ‘em, tiger.
“P.S. If you’re really feeling mean some
morning, write a “review” (just to send to
the publisher) that points out that while the
historical content of the book is commend-
able, most of the information and many of

the photos were illegally lifted from the
Boulder Monitor.”
Dick Crockford
Dillon Tribune
Dillon, Mont.

“Hell of a lot of nerve. Can you get a cease
and desist?”
Nancy McGuire
Nome Nugget
Nome, Alaska

“Wow, how unappreciative they sound to
knowingly take copyright info from the
paper and bundle it in book format. I had to
deal with some unfinished copies of the .pdf
paper on a genealogy site maybe a year ago
or so. I asked that they remove the .pdf
pages and simply link to my website for peo-
ple needing info on the paper. They apolo-
gized and took the pages down and put up a
warning about submitting copy right info.
You can view the link here: http://www.
genealogybuff.com/ia/ia-winnebago
“I think you can simply have your lawyer
do lunch with their lawyer and see what
costs and compromise that can come from
this. 
“I worked with one town library and our
archive site to combine all our works togeth-
er. A shared project sort of. I maintain the
control, rights, fees of the archive site. The
library can then access their papers that
they have paid to digitized on their library
computers. They can pay to access addition-
al years that I have paid for, and or they
can pay to access papers at other computers
(home, office, etc.) I think this has helped a
lot but I had to go through0 librarians and
a library board meeting. In the end it will
benefit us both but I said and made it clear
to all parties that I retain all copyrights. You
can view the (year but not the pages) link
here:
http://thompsoncourier.rakeregister.newspa-
perarchive.com
“You might want to work with your genealo-
gy society on an archive site or something
similar for your area. Just make it clear you
retain all copyrights.”
Gretchen Daniels
Thompson Courier & Rake Register
Thompson, Iowa
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Scott Kraft to deliver 10th annual 
Huck Boyd Lecture at Kansas State

SSccootttt  KKrraafftt, senior editor and roving cor-
respondent for the Los Angeles Times,
will be the speaker for the 10th annual
Huck Boyd Lecture in Community Media
at 10:30 a.m. Sept. 3 in Forum Hall of the
K-State Student Union at Kansas State
University. The lecture is free and open to
the public.
The purpose of the lecture is to recognize
the role of community journalists in help-
ing to keep their communities strong. 
Kraft, a 1977 Kansas State University
journalism graduate, has covered or
directed coverage of many of the world’s
top stories during more than two decades
as an editor and reporter.
As national editor of the LA Times from
1997 until 2008, Kraft managed a 75-per-
son news department with bureaus in 10
cities. He directed the paper’s coverage of
many major stories, including 9/11,
Columbine, the Clinton impeachment,
the 2000 Florida recount and Hurricane
Katrina. He ran the paper’s presidential
campaign coverage in 2000, 2004 and
2008. Under Kraft, the national staff won

four Pulitzer Prizes — two in feature writ-
ing, one for national reporting and
another for investigative reporting.
Kraft became an editor after a career as a
national and foreign correspondent for
The Times, with postings in Chicago and
as bureau chief in Nairobi, Johannesburg
and Paris. During a six-year assignment
in South Africa, he covered the release of
Nelson Mandela, the country’s first dem-
ocratic elections and the war in Angola.
He also reported on the ill-fated
American military mission in Somalia
and the assassination of Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin.
Kraft has written more than 100
“Column One” stories, the LA Times’s sig-
nature front-page enterprise pieces, from
more than two dozen countries. His
report in the Los Angeles Times Maga-
zine on how the subservient status of
women in Africa, particularly in Zim-
babwe, had made them more vulnerable
than women on any other continent to
the AIDS epidemic, won the Disting-
uished Service Award for Foreign Cor-

respondence from
the Society of
Profes-sional
Journalists,
Sigma Delta Chi,
in 1992.
Before coming to
The Times, Kraft
worked as a cor-
respondent for
the Associated
Press in Missouri,
Kansas and New
York. 
Kraft has been a
member of the visiting faculty at The
Poynter Institute for Media Studies, and
has been a featured speaker at three
National Writers Workshops.
The Huck Boyd National Center for
Community Media, located in the A.Q.
Miller School of Journalism and Mass
Communications at Kansas State
University, has sponsored nine previous
lectures.
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By Becca Manning
Editor
Pembroke (Mass.) Express
July 13, 2009

Web surfers looking for their Pembroke news
fix last Friday may have had a tough time
getting through to the Express site after a
link on the Drudge Report site sent so much
traffic to pembrokexpress.com that it
crashed the server.
The Drudge Report, a news aggregation site
that provides updated links to stories from
media outlets throughout the United States,
had established a link on its front page to

one of the Express’ stories published on
Friday, July 10 — Karen Proctor’s latest
Pembroke’s Past column on “The Year
Without a Summer.” In her column, Proctor
reflected on the strange weather in the sum-
mer of 1816, when mid-summer frosts killed
local crops, as well as possible causes of the
weather oddity — believed to be ash in the
atmosphere from major volcanic eruptions
around the world.
The Drudge link sent a stream of viewers to
the Express Web site, bringing the site’s
number of daily visitors to more than 24,000
on Friday as opposed to its usual 1,000 or so.
By Saturday morning, the link was gone —

swept away by another day’s compilation of
Drudge news — but the connection left
behind a handful of reader comments, most
reflecting on global warming and what the
information reported in Proctor’s column did
or did not say about its effects. 
The Drudge Report, started in 1996 by Matt
Drudge as an e-mail gossip column, is per-
haps best known for breaking the Monica
Lewinsky-Bill Clinton scandal in 1998, after
Newsweek decided not to publish the story. 

Becca Manning can be contacted at
becca@pembrokexpress.com.
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A newspaperman with 33 years of expe-
rience in the Phoenix metropolitan area
has been elected ISWNE president for
2009-10.
JJiimm  PPaaiinntteerr, 58, managing editor of the
West Valley View in Avondale, Ariz., was
elected on June 26 during ISWNE’s annu-
al conference in Charlottetown, Prince
Edward Island. JJeerreemmyy  CCoonnddlliiffffee, editor of
the Congleton Chronicle series of news-
papers in Cheshire, England, assumed
the vice presidency.
CChheerryyll  WWoorrmmlleeyy, co-owner and publisher
of The Woodstock (Ill.) Independent, and
KKeellllyy  CClleemmmmeerr, editor-in-chief of Star
News Inc. in Wainwright, Alberta, were
elected to the ISWNE board of directors.
Painter began his newspaper career in

1977 as chief photographer at the News-
Sun (now the Daily News-Sun) in Sun
City, Ariz., shortly after graduating from
Eastern Illinois University with a bache-
lor’s degree in journalism. At the time,
the News-Sun was published by BBuurrtt and
UUrrssuullaa  FFrreeiirreeiicchh, parents of View publish-
er EElllliiootttt  FFrreeiirreeiicchh.
Before earning his degree, Painter served
in the Army from 1971 to 1973 as a mili-
tary policeman and a medical photogra-
pher.
Painter started working for the West
Valley View as a part-time photographer
one week after the newspaper’s first issue
in April 1986. By 1988, he was a full-
time photographer/reporter, and eventu-
ally became the assistant editor.

In 1991, Painter
was promoted to
the editor posi-
tion and served
in that position
until he accepted
a job as senior
photographer for
the Arizona State
University News
Bureau in 1996.
After a brief stint
at ASU, Painter
realized he
missed the newsroom, and accepted a
position as news editor at the Daily
News-Sun, where he remained until his
return to the West Valley View in
November 2000.
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