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Searching for answers after
murder of Josie Ann Abney

By Donald Dodd
Publisher
The Salem News

Salem, Missouri
Oct. 12, 2020

Ten-year-old Josie Ann Abney will be
buried 1 p.m. Tuesday in Cedar Grove
Cemetery outside Salem, with an 11 a.m. vis-
itation at Wilson Mortuary Chapel. A candle-
light vigil is planned for 7:30 p.m. that night
on the Dent County Courthouse lawn.
Josie Ann leaves behind family, loving

friends and a community with a guilty con-
science.
If someone saw something, someone

should have said something. If someone said
something, someone should have done
something. And that’s something as a com-
munity – as a society – we are going to have
to live with.
A deputy was dispatched to a home on

County Road 4255 Oct. 3 for a reported
unresponsive child. The child, Josie Ann, was
treated on the scene and immediately taken
to Salem Memorial District Hospital, where
an emergency room doctor said Josie Ann
was emaciated, her blood sugar was 10 and
she was so dehydrated that he was unable to
draw blood, according to a sheriff’s depart-
ment report. Her body was nearly skeletal,

and there were bruises on both temples, her
chest, arms and hands and a wound on the
bridge of her nose. She was described by the
deputy as looking “like a Holocaust victim.”
Josie Ann and attached medical equip-

ment, a blanket and the body bag she was in
weighed a total of 39.8 pounds, according to
the Dent County Coroner’s office. The aver-
age weight of a 10-year-old is about 70
pounds.
Josie Ann, a cute little redhead, was

declared deceased at 7:41 p.m. that same
night at SMDH. Shortly after her death,
deputies searched the home on County Road
4255 and filed a probable cause report.
The worst part of my job is and always has

been reading probable cause statements that
law enforcement writes and forwards to the
prosecutor’s office so the prosecutor can
decide if a crime has been committed and
charges should be filed. Last week as I read
the probable cause report for Josie Ann
Abney’s death, I sobbed uncontrollably, tears
streaming down my face as I sat alone in my
office. I have teared up while reading a few
probable cause reports in the past, but never
in my 40 years in the business had I read
anything as heartbreaking as this. Nothing as
cruel. Nothing as senseless. Nothing that
made me so tearfully sad and so foot-stomp-
ing mad.

There was a
child lock on
the refrigerator
in the Abney
home, the
probable cause
report begins.
All of the food
in the kitchen
was either
locked in the
refrigerator or
placed too high
for a 10-year-old child to reach. In Josie
Ann’s room was a single mattress on the
floor, one lamp and a clothes basket. The
doorknob to her room was turned around
so it could be locked from the outside.
There was an audible alarm at the top of the
door. There were two child safety locks six
feet up on the closet door in her room.
Josie Ann’s parents were charged with one

felony count of abuse or neglect of a child
resulting in death. In other words, murder.
The news was first reported at thesalemnew
sonline.com Oct. 6, three days after her
death, and reaction on social media was
swift and to the point.
Randall L. Abney, 51, and Susan A. Abney,

44, remain in the Dent County Jail with bond
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