
Published by the Institute of International Studies, Missouri Southern State University, Joplin, MO Volume 44, No. 2 • March 2019

EvenGoodloe Sutton has a right to free speech
By Gary Sosniecki

Editor’s note: What do you think? If we
receive other opinions on this issue from
ISWNE members, we’ll publish them in the
next newsletter.

Goodloe Sutton loves catching crawfish
and hell.

He relished being outrageous, politically
incorrect and, as The New York Times deli-

cately described, “racially insensitive” in the
editorials he wrote for The Democrat-
Gazette, the weekly newspaper in Linden,
Alabama, that’s been in his family since
1917.

Sutton’s outrageousness, political incor-
rectness and racial insensitivity finally caught
up with him in February after he published a
short but rambling diatribe headlined, “Time
for the Ku Klux Klan to ride again.” The 14-
sentence editorial blamed Democrats for

raising taxes
and starting
wars and sug-
gested that “the
Klan would be
welcome to
raid the gated
communities
up there,” with-
out saying
where “there”
is. In a subse-
quent interview
with the Montgomery Advertiser, Sutton
corrected that oversight. “If we could get the
Klan to go up there and clean out D.C., we'd
all been better off,” he said.

Suddenly, the nonsensical editorial of an
80-year-old man in a rural Alabama newspa-
per was national news. CNN, NBC Nightly
News, The New York Times, The
Washington Post, USA Today and a slew of
national websites reported on it as if Sutton
had authored Mein Kampf. In yet another
example of the frontier justice that has
become common in this age of trial by social
media, Sutton was quickly stripped of long-
standing awards for journalism excellence
and censured by his own state press associa-
tion, which also suspended his membership.

Commentaries were brutal. Columnist
Chuck Plunkett wrote in The Colorado Sun:
“Whether of sound mind or shattered spirit,
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