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HAPPY NEW YEAR: From all of us at the Star, we wish all our readers a happy and healthy 2026!
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Rob Sanvik Agency

651-237-0977
(North Branch / Chisago)

Jeff  Pynes Agency

763-689-2028
(Cambridge)

Fully remodeled Goldenwood home featuring new 
roof and exterior updates, modern � ooring, refreshed 
kitchen, updated bath, spacious living areas, and walkout 
lower level. Close to trails, parks, and amenities—fresh, 
move-in ready, and beautifully updated throughout.

Beautifully maintained home with an open layout, four 
bedrooms including a private primary suite, a � nished 
lower level with a wet bar, a fenced yard with a  � re pit, 
and a heated 3-car garage—move-in ready and inviting.

$435,000

1824 Nixon Street S, Cambridge • 4 Bed 3 Bath 3070 Ivy Street S, Cambridge • 4 Bed 2 Bath

$379,000

Happy Holidays
&

Happy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy Holidays
Happy New

Year!
 763.300.2728 • teamlundeen.com

Happy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy Holidays

Looking back at 2025, little appears to have changed from 2024. 
Despite it being an off-year for regular elections, the political 
environment looks as cloudy as before — perhaps even cloudier lo-
cally following a pair of special elections that combined dominat-
ed at least social media headlines for the entire year. Also like last 
year, the positive stories seemed to be fewer and farther between. 
Here are the top stories, as pulled together by the Star’s editorial 
staff, that we feel most caught people’s attention in 2025:

2025
A continuation of 2024

CONTRIBUTED

The Cambridge-Isanti Schools’ bond referendum, which included a proposed fi eldhouse that might have 
looked like the above conceptual design, was a focal point of many debates and discussions for nearly the 
entire second half of the year.

CANNABIS BUSINESS
Throughout all of 2025, local 

governments wrestled with the 
legalization of selling cannabis. 
Both Isanti County and the 
city of Cambridge amended 
their cannabis ordinances at 
least once. Cambridge also 
was forced to make an un-

comfortable decision as two 
applications were turned in 
simultaneously. The city of 
North Branch was forced to 
approve a dispensary license 
at an unpopular location. The 
city of Isanti closed the book on 
a possible municipal cannabis 
store and later bemoaned the 
state taking away promised 
money to cities from cannabis 
sales taxes.

FIVE FILE FOR ISANTI COUNCIL VACANCY
Five residents applied to fi ll 

the Isanti City Council seat va-
cated by Luke Merrill when he 
was appointed interim mayor. 
Ultimately, Nicholas Pedersen 
was appointed by the council.

VA CONSIDERS NEW CLINIC IN CAMBRIDGE
The city of Cambridge was 

revealed to be the possible 
location of a new Veterans 
Administration clinic, which 
would bring a regionally need-
ed service to the area. However, 
since the announcement was 
made, no updates have been 
provided.

Ongoing 

January 

ESGET EARNS FOUR MORE MEDALS
North Branch gymnast Dako-

ta Esget fi nished her incredible 
competitive career by earning 
four more medals at the State 
Gymnastics Meet. While she 
didn’t repeat as all-around or 
bars champion, she still placed 
second on beam, third on vault 
and the all-around, and fi fth on 
bars.

C-I  MOCK TRIAL RETURNS TO STATE
The Cambridge-Isanti Mock 

Trial team earned its third 
state meet berth in the last 

four years. In the process, the 
team completed an undefeated 
Regional season. 

February 

four years. In the process, the 

DANGEROUS NORTH BRANCH INTERSECTION IMPROVED
The Minnesota Department of Transpor-

tation revealed details for the safety im-
provement of the Highway 95 intersection 
with 392nd Street on the west side of North 
Branch. That intersection had been the 

location of multiple serious vehicle crashes, 
including two that had been fatal. The im-
provements, which included a left turn only 
lane, were completed over the summer.

ISANTI MOURNS FINANCE DIRECTOR’S DEATH
Isanti City Hall was sent reeling from the 

unexpected death of Finance Director Make 
Betker due to “an unknown medical condi-
tion.”

March 

NORTH BRANCH SEES TWO COUNCIL RESIGNATIONS
In a span of a month, the North Branch 

city council had two of its members resign. 
First, Travis Miles resigned to take the city’s 
Human Resources Generalist position. Next, 
Peter Schaps resigned abruptly for unknown 
reasons immediately following the appoint-
ment of former council member Patrick 
Meacham to fi ll Miles’ seat. Rather than 
call for another round of applications and 
interviews, the council chose to appoint Jim 
Ibinger, who had applied to fi ll Miles’ seat as 
well.

MERRILL, JOHNSON ADVANCE TO SPECIAL ELECTION
The special election race for Isanti mayor 

was whittled down from three to two during 
a special primary election. Luke Merrill, 
who was serving as interim mayor at the 
time, and former Isanti Mayor Jeff Johnson 
advanced to the special election that was to 
be held in August.

FORMER CIRCLE B OPENS UNDER NEW NAME
The Circle B Event Center in Isanti, 

which became nationally known for sud-
denly closing in 2024 leaving many wedding 
parties and other organizations without a 
venue and minus thousands of dollars, was 
reopened under new ownership. Now known 
as Delightful Acres, the new owners gave the 
venue a cosmetic makeover.

April 

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

The owners of Delightful Acres, the event venue 
formerly known as Circle B, held a ribbon cutting 
ceremony with the North 65 Chamber of Com-
merce.

SEE YEAR IN REVIEW, PAGE 8 
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Inside Sales RepresentativeInside Sales RepresentativeInside Sales Representative

If interested, please submit resume to Je	  Andres, Publisher je	 @northstarmedia.net

Inside Sales RepresentativeInside Sales Representative
Northstar Media is looking for a motivated person who likes to work 

with customers over the phone as an Inside Sales Rep. Mon, Tue, 
Wed, 20-25 hours per week in the Cambridge o�  ce. Responsibilities 
include classifi ed ad sales, service and church directory ad sales, and 

special page/section ad sales in the Isanti-Chisago 
County Star, Pine City Pioneer, North Pine County 

News, Kanabec County Times and Advertiser as 
well as being able to sell into other newspapers, 

shoppers and online. Must have strong phone 
skills, be able to multitask, be good with 

computers and have strong organizational 
skills. Wage is $16-18/hour. Possible full time 

position for the right candidate.

SPORTSAND OUTDOORS
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To see both schools’ full sched-
ules, go to www.mississippi8.org. 
Schedules are subject to change 
with minimal advanced notice 
based on weather, availability of 
officials, or other reasons. Note: 
Northern Tier girls hockey is a 
co-op between Cambridge-Isanti, 
St. Francis, and North Branch. 
Northern Edge boys hockey is a 
co-op between North Branch and 
St. Francis. Their home games are 
at East Bethel.

Friday, January 2
•C-I girls basketball vs. Sartell (5:30 p.m.)
•C-I boys hockey vs. Monticello (7 p.m.)

Saturday, January 3
•C-I wrestling Bluejacket Individual Tour-
nament (9:30 a.m.)

Tuesday, January 6
•C-I boys basketball vs. North Branch (7 
p.m.)
•Northern Tier girls hockey vs. Osseo @ 
East Bethel (7 p.m.)
•NB girls basketball vs. C-I (7 p.m.)

Thursday, January 8
•C-I girls wrestling vs. Mora, Princeton, 
Zimmerman (6 p.m.)
•Northern Edge boys hockey vs. Pine City 
(7 p.m.)

Friday, January 9
•C-I girls basketball vs. Monticello (7 p.m.)
•NB wrestling vs. Washington Technology 
Magnet (6 p.m.)

Saturday, January 10
•Northern Tier girls hockey vs. Cloquet @ 
Isanti (1 p.m.)

CAMBRIDGE-ISANTI, NORTH BRANCH HOME SCHEDULES: JANUARY 2 - 10

December 23
C-I boys basketball 51, Duluth East 62

December 26
NB boys basketball 73, Providence Academy 80

December 27
C-I boys hockey 2, Woodbury 8
NB boys basketball 41, Rockford 65

December 29
C-I boys hockey 3, South St. Paul 2 (OT)
C-I boys basketball 95, Hermantown 66
C-I wrestling 63, Mahtomedi 10
C-I wrestling 78, Durand-Arkansaw0
C-I wrestling 59, Park 13
C-I wrestling 39, Rocori 29
C-I 21, Simley 55
*Bluejackets finish in second place at Eau Claire Holiday Duals
Northern Edge boys hockey 5, Windom 1

C-I, NB SCOREBOARD: DECEMBER 23 - 29

The Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources is pleased to release a summary 
highlighting several significant agency 
accomplishments from 2025. Each of the 
featured accomplishments helped advance 
the DNR’s mission of working with Minne-
sotans to conserve and manage the state’s 
natural resources, provide outdoor recre-
ation opportunities, and provide for com-
mercial uses of natural resources in a way 
that creates a sustainable quality of life.

“I’m honored to celebrate the steward-
ship and innovation at Minnesota DNR 
that improved public lands and waters and 
the experiences of Minnesotans in 2025,” 
DNR Commissioner Sarah Strommen said. 
“These accomplishments reflect Minne-
sota’s commitment to conservation and 
sustainability that ensures access to public 
land, clean water, healthy habitat, safe out-
doors experiences and economic benefits.”

In 2025, the DNR:
Closed on its largest land acquisition in 

recent history, protecting nearly 16,000 
aces of wildlife habitat, water, and working 
forests, and increasing recreation opportu-
nities.

Completed a four-year, $10 million project 
to restore and transform Perch Lake in the 
St. Louis River estuary.

Implemented Get Out MORE (Modernize 
Outdoor Recreation Experiences) proj-
ects to increase access to outdoor spaces, 
modernize camping infrastructure and 
experiences, upgrade public water access 
sites, improve fish hatcheries and fishing 
opportunities, and restore streams.

Completed the installation of the Ecolog-
ical Monitoring Network to detect ecolog-
ical changes within wetlands, prairies 
and forests in response to stressors such 

as climate change, invasive species, loss of 
pollinators, and changes in how we use our 
land and water resources.

Opened applications for a historic $11 mil-
lion in grants to help communities plant, 
maintain and protect trees across the state.

Protected life, property and natural 
resources through emergency response 
and recovery operations across Minnesota, 
including the major windstorm affecting 
four counties in northern Minnesota and 
three large fires in St. Louis County.

Some other accomplishments included: 
finalizing Minnesota’s Wildlife Action Plan 
for 2025 to 2035, completing the last of seven 
new master plans for Minnesota’s largest 
Wildlife Management Areas, and reducing 
watercraft-related fatalities to historic 
lows.

“We’re proud of the many ways our work 
intersects with the lives of Minnesotans 
and are grateful for the opportunity to do 
this work,” Commissioner Sarah Strom-
men said.

While not an exhaustive list, this year’s 
overview reflects the scope and importance 
of the work the DNR does for Minnesotans. 
A summary of these accomplishments, 
categorized under the goals outlined in 
the DNR’s Conservation Agenda, (https://
www.dnr.state.mn.us/conservationagen-
da/index.html) is available on the DNR 
website (https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/
aboutdnr/minnesota-dnr-2025-accomplish-
ments.pdf). The four goals that drive the 
DNR’s work are:

Natural resources conservation
Outdoor recreation
Natural resources economy
Operational excellence
~ MN DNR

Minnesota DNR shares 2025 accomplishments

� JORGE PERALES | COUNTY STAR

North Branch’s Jacob Knoespel goes up for a shot through the block attempt 
of a Providence Academy defender during the Vikings’ game against the Lions 
at Sartell High School.



JANUARY 1, 2026   ISANTI-CHISAGO COUNTY STAR  3
CountyStar.com

JANUARY 1, 2026   ISANTI-CHISAGO COUNTY STAR  

OUTOUTOUT
JANUARY 1, 2026   ISANTI-CHISAGO COUNTY STAR  

ABOUTABOUTABOUT
JANUARY 1, 2026   ISANTI-CHISAGO COUNTY STAR  JANUARY 1, 2026   ISANTI-CHISAGO COUNTY STAR  

OUTOUTOUT
JANUARY 1, 2026   ISANTI-CHISAGO COUNTY STAR  

ABOUTABOUTABOUT&
MON & THUR

Alcoholics Anonymous
7p.m. Main Street 

Church 6500 Main 
Street, North Branch, 
MN. Enter east door. 
Informational Hotline is 
763-312-1088

MON - FRI
Senior Dining

North Branch, Chisago 
County Senior Center 
11:45 a.m. Diners need to 
pre-register at least one 
day in advance call 651-
674-1956 between 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. An annual 
registration form is re-
quired before dining.

MONDAYS
Women’s only Adult 

Children of Alcoholics and 
Dysfunctional Families
7 p.m. at Cambridge 

Lutheran Church , 
621 Old Main St N, 
Cambridge Mn 55008 
For more information 
contact Rebecca at 612-
702-2844 or CoraJayne 
612-210-1605

Fresh Beginnings Alanon
Family Groups meets 

Monday’s 7 - 8 p.m. at 
Access Church, 4359 - 
392nd St., North Branch. 
Visit minnesotan-
orth-al-anon.org 

Book Club
Third Monday 11 a.m. 

to noon at Isanti SAC, 
140 Buchanan St., N. 
#164 Cambridge. Isanti 
County Library lends 
the books and there is 
no cost to participate. 
For info: sacs@midco-
network.com

TUES & THURS
Boxing for Those 

w/Parkinson’s
Tuesdays and Thurs-

days at 10:15 a.m. and 5 

p.m. at 115 Adams Street 
South, Cambridge. For 
more information, call 
763-221-6883.

TUESDAYS
Braham Parkinson’s 

Support
7 p.m. third Tuesday 

of the month. Braham 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 905 Central 
Drive W., Braham. For 
info. call Lonnie Ander-
son at 612-423-1863.

Alzheimer’s Support
Third Tuesday of each 

month from 10-11 a.m. 
at GracePointe Heritage 
Center, 322 River Hills 
Place North, Cambridge. 
For info call Lyndsey 
Larson 763-691-6172.

Memory Cafe
First Tuesday of every 

month, 10 - 11:30 a.m. at 
GracePointe Crossing 
Heritage Center, 322 
River Hills Place North, 
Cambridge. Contact Julie 
at 763-306-5066 for info.

PrimeTime Singers
Cambridge Lutheran 

Church, 1:30 p.m. A 
community choir for 
ages 60+, no audition or 
fee required. Fellowship 
follows rehearsal. Info: 
612-619-2111.

Grief Share 
Faith Lutheran 

Church, 109 2nd Ave. 
NW, Isanti. Meets 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 2 p.m. 763-444-
9201.

Celebrate Recovery 
At First Baptist in 

Cambridge(304 Main St 
S.) every Tuesday.  There 
is a light meal at 5:45 
p.m., large group at 6:30 
p.m., and small groups at 
7:30 p.m. Visit Celebra-

terecovery.com for more 
info.

WEDNESDAYS
Alanon

7 p.m. at the Isanti 
Alano Club, 790 Heritage 
Blvd. Isanti. 763-444-4605

Chisago County Drop-In 
Center

Open 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at Main Street Church, 
6500 Main Street, North 
Branch. For individuals 
18 yrs or older living 
with mental illness. Info: 
651-213-5600 or Adult-
mentalhealth.org.

THURSDAYS
East Central Baby Cafe
Free drop-in breast-

feeding support from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
the Adult Enrichment 
Center, 540 5th Ave NW, 
Cambridge, MN. For info. 
call 763-689-1711.

Cambridge-Edgewood AFG

Cambridge-Edgewood 
Al-Anon Family Group 
meets from 7-8 p.m. at 
Cambridge Lutheran 
Church, 621 Old Main 
Street N. Visit minneso-
tanorth-al-anon.org for 
info.

Parkinson’s Support Group
Third Thursday of the 

month – 1-2:30 p.m. The 
Levande, 2011 6th Lane 
SE, Cambridge, MN for 
info call 763-325-0100

ACA Adult Children of 
Alcoholics/ Dysfunctional 

Families Meeting
7 p.m. at Access 

Church, 4359 392nd St, 
North Branch. For info. 
call 612-251-6556 or email 
acanorthbranch@gmail.
com

Fresh Beginnings Alanon 
Family Group

From 7-8 p.m. at Access 
Church, 4359 392nd 
Street, North Branch. 
Visit minnesota-al-anon.
org for info.

Medicare and Medicaid 101 
Open House 

Third Thursday of the 
month from 1-3 p.m. Get 
your questions answered 
by trained agents. (763) 
689-7390 or ecrlib.org for 
info.

SATURDAY
GriefShare

At Joy Lutheran 
Church, from 9-10:30 
a.m. each Saturday, ex-
cept for the 1st Saturday 
of each month. Contact 
Mary Schuett, 561-222-
3347,  for more informa-
tion.

Joyful Walking Club
The 1st Saturday of 

each month, from 9-10 
a.m., around the perim-
eter of Joy Lutheran’s 
ball fi eld in Cambridge. 
Contact Mary Schuett, 
561-222-3347, for more 
information.

JAN 6
We R Able holiday 

concert
Jenni Thyng will 

perform with We R 
Able. Begins with a 5 
p.m. meal followed by a 
concert at the Chisago 
County Senior Com-
munity Center. All are 
welcome.  For more info 
call 320-358-3616.

JAN 8
Bowling with We R Able

 We R Able’s winter 
bowling season starts 
January 8, from 4 p.m. to 
6 p.m. at  JJ’s Bowl and 
Lounge, 6427 Ash St., 
North Branch. Addition-
al dates scheduled are 
January 22, February 
5, 19, March 5, and 19.  
All are welcome to this 
program for adults with 
disabilities. For more 
info call 320-358-3616.

JOYINALLSEASONS.COM

Jenni Thyng per forms Jan. 6 at the We R Able holiday concert 
at the Chisago County Senior Center.

SENIOR CENTER
WEEKLY EVENTS

CAMBRIDGE
140 Buchanan Street

Mondays
Bridge - 1 to 3 p.m.
Scrabble 10 a.m. to 

noon (second Monday of 
month)

Mahjong - noon to 3 
p.m.

Tuesdays
Dominoes - 10 a.m. to 

noon
Wednesdays

Cribbage - 9 to 11 a.m.
Wizard 11 a.m. to noon
Pinochle 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Mahjong 12:30 to 2:30 

p.m.
Thursdays

500 - 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Bunco - 10 a.m. to noon 

(Third Thursday of 
month)

CHISAGO COUNTY
38790 6th Avenue, 

North Branch
Mon, Wed, Fri.

Exercise with Connie - 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Monday & Wednesday
500 - starting at 12:45 

p.m.
Tuesdays

Music - provided before 
the meal - 11:15 a.m.

Dominoes - starting at 
10 a.m.

Thursdays
Bingo - starting at 10 

a.m.
Hand and Foot - start-

ing at 12:30 p.m.
Fridays

Cribbage - starting at 
12:45 p.m.

A 35-year-old Chisago City man was charged* 
today, December 29, 2025, with one count of Second- 
Degree Homicide related to the December 25, 2025, 
death of Andrea Merrell, age 43, who was employed 
as a security guard at a hospital located in Wyo-
ming, Minnesota.

According to the Criminal Complaint, fi led 
with Chisago County District Court in court fi le 
13-CR-25-872, on December 25, 2025, offi cers with 
the Wyoming, Minnesota police department were 
dispatched to the MHealth Fairview Lakes Hospital 
regarding an adult male, Jonathan Chet Winch, age 
35 of Chisago City, leaving the hospital’s emergency 
department contrary to a medical hold. Upon arriv-
al the offi cer observed an MHealth Fairview securi-
ty vehicle in the parking lot of the hospital with its 
lights activated. The security guard was lying un-
conscious near the vehicle. The Defendant, Winch, 
wearing dark colored sweatpants and no shirt, 
was attempting to get into the security vehicle. The 
offi cer commanded Winch to get to the ground, but 
Winch did not comply. The offi cer deployed his Tas-
er multiple times to gain control and compliance 
of Winch. Ultimately other offi cers arrived on the 
scene and Winch was taken into custody.

An exterior security camera at the hospital cap-
tured the incident which occurred in the parking 
lot area of the hospital moments prior to the arrival 

of law enforcement. The footage depicts two individ-
uals near the hospital security vehicle. The larger 
person wearing dark pants and no shirt was in a 
physical altercation with a smaller person. The 
smaller-framed person, Merrell, is ultimately ob-
served to be on the ground, with the larger person, 
Winch, on top of Merrell, appearing to swing or 
strike at her multiple times.

It was apparent to the responding offi cers that 
the security guard, Andrea Merrill, had suffered 
severe head trauma. Merrell was transported to 
Regions Hospital in St. Paul, Minnesota where she 
was treated for her head injuries. On December 27, 
2025, Merrell succumbed to her injuries and passed 
away. The Ramsey County Medical Examiner 
completed an autopsy and determined the manner 
of death to be a homicide, with the cause of death 
identifi ed as traumatic head injuries due to physi-
cal assault.

At the initial hearing on December 29, 2025, be-
fore the Honorable Bridgid E. Dowdal, bail was set 
at $2 million dollars. The court ordered the comple-
tion of a competency examination to be conducted 
while Winch remains in custody. ~ Chisago County Sheri�  

Chisago City man charged with 
homicide of hospital security guard

Snow plow safety starts 
with slowing down

Q
uestion: I’ve heard about some snow plows get-
ting hit out on the highway this winter. Can you 
remind people what they should be doing when 
sharing the roads with our plow drivers?

 Answer: For people to stay safe around plows, they 
just need to practice good common 
sense and have some patience.

• Give Space: Stay at least 10 car 
lengths (about 200 feet) behind a plow.

• Avoid Snow Clouds: Never drive 
into the cloud of snow and spray be-
hind a plow.

• Be Patient & Slow Down: Plows 
work slowly (20-30 mph) to clear roads; 
slow down to a safe speed for condi-
tions.

• Stay Alert: Plows may drift over 
the centerline or partially into traffi c, 
and their wing plows can extend 10 
feet out from the truck.

• Don’t Pass: Passing is dangerous 
due to hidden obstacles and the plow’s width; let opera-
tors pull over when it’s safe.

• Use Your Lights: Turn on your headlights and turn 
off cruise control.

A portion of state statutes were used with permission from the O�  ce of the Revisor of 
Statutes. If you have any questions concerning tra�  c related laws or issues in Minnesota, 
send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 
West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205. (You can follow him on X @MSPPIO_NW or reach 
him at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

Ask A 
Trooper

Jesse Grabow
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E
very television series, even the ones you con-
sider to be your all-time favorites, have a few 
episodes you now decline to watch and, quite 
frankly, wish they could just be eliminated 

from the series altogether. For “ER,” that’s pretty 
much any episode where one of 
the doctors is on a mission trip. 
For “M*A*S*H,” it’s the two-part 
episode where Hawkeye and Mar-
garet have a one-night affair while 
stranded behind enemy lines. The 
episodes where the characters are 
“interviewed” — AKA the black-
and-white episodes- are also up 
there. Although I’ve only watched 
the fi rst couple of seasons of it, 
many would include the entire last 
season of “Game of Thrones” in 
their list.

For me, this pretty much sums 
up my feelings about 2025.

When looking back at this 
column in the Jan. 2, 2025 edition, 

I remarked how 2024 had an angry or at least pes-
simistic mood. I also stated my desire to make an 
effort on the newspaper’s end to lighten that mood 
with more positive feature stories.

Well, that didn’t work out as planned. In fact, in 
many ways, the overall mood of the area became 
even darker and more negative. There were two 
particular extended items that combined and 
wound up engulfi ng our attention for the entire 
year, like a dark cloud that seemed to constantly 
cover the sun.

Compounding the situation, it was far from a 
banner year for me personally. I’m not going to 
mention any of the reasons for this analysis. I’m 
sure regular readers of the Star, and specifi cally 
this column, can fi gure out what I’m talking about.

At the risk of sounding like I’m making excuses, 
I fully recognize mistakes were made. All of this 
combined just made for a year in my life I would 
much prefer not to revisit in the future.

I’ve never been an advocate for the concept of be-
ing able to make changes at the fl ip of a switch sim-
ply because the calendar year changes on January 
1. That is one way the above analogy doesn’t work 
in real life. Life isn’t as simple as doing a rewrite of 
a television series.

However, the fi rst month or two of the new year 
are generally on the slower side. This does enable 
time for self-refl ection and planning out what 
and how changes can be made in the near future. 
That’s what I plan on doing for both the newspaper 
and my personal life. I already have the framework 
of a few ideas in mind, although they are far from 
being ready to reveal yet.

Hopefully, any professional changes will be met 
positively by you, our readers.

And as for personal changes? To borrow the cho-
rus from Billy Joel’s “My Life” (with no disrespect 
intended), “I don’t need you to worry for me ‘cause 
I’m alright. I don’t want you to tell me it’s time to 
come home. I don’t care what you say anymore; 
this is my life. Go ahead with your own life, leave 
me alone.”

BILL STICKELS III is editor of the Isanti-Chisago County Star. He can 
be directly reached at 651-407-1245, through our main o�  ce number at 
763-689-1181, ext. 156 or editor@countystar.com.

Looking forward to a 
better 2026 ‘episode’

Worth a 
Thousand 

Words
Bill

Stickels III

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Caucuses coming up in 
February
To the editor,

Democrats need to get ready 
for the coming year. If you have 
participated in No Kings Day, 
then you need to get ready for the 
precinct caucuses on February 3. 
Both Democrats and Republicans 
in Minnesota go to their caucuses 
on the fi rst Tuesday of February 
this year, and they meet in groups 
known as precincts for the Isanti 
County portions of Senate District 
28. Republicans usually meet at 
the Cambridge High School.

For Democrats it is more com-
plicated. There are two precincts 
for the city of Isanti, and they will 
meet at the Isanti Middle School 
on Centennial Drive in Isanti. 
Bradford Township, Isanti Town-
ship, and Maple Ridge Township 
will meet in their respective town-
ship halls. The city of Braham, as 
well as Stanchfi eld Township will 
meet at the Braham Event Center. 
Cambridge East, Cambridge West, 
Cambridge Township, Springvale 
Township, Wyanett Township, 
and Fish Lake Township in Chis-
ago will meet at the Intermediate 
School in the city of Cambridge, 
North Branch Township will meet 
at the North Branch High School 
in North Branch. Oxford Town-
ship will meet with Stacy Town-
ship at the Stacy-Lent Township 
Hall in Chisago County. For more 
information on locations, check 
with your Isanti County Auditor’s 
Offi ce or the Secretary of State’s 

website on your computer.
For DFL caucuses, people start 

to register at 6:30 p.m. The meet-
ing starts at 7p.m. People register, 
elect their new precinct offi cers, 
and see who wants to go on to the 
Senate District # 28 DFL Con-
vention to be held at the North 
Branch High School . People vol-
unteer for committees to organize 
the SD #28 Convention and they 
listen to and vote on resolutions 
for the State DFL platform. If a 
person from the caucuses goes to 
the Senate District Convention, 
then they can nominate and vote 
for candidates for State Senator 
and State Representative for their 
districts. If a person wants to go 
on to the District 8 DFL and State 
DFL Conventions, they can vote 
for their choice of DFL candidates 
for the US. District 8 Representa-
tive to Congress and other state 
offi cers including the Governor of 
the State of Minnesota.

So DFLers can get organized 
and have some power. For me, 
2025 has been a hard year to take. 
So let’s hope for better.  

Barbara Kruschel
Cambridge

Instead of a� ordable 
healthcare, we’re getting 
warships
To the editor,

The government shutdown, Oct. 
1 through Nov. 12, 2025, occurred 
when the GOP controlled the 
House of Representatives, but 

were unable to muster the votes 
to advance the appropriations bill 
for 2026. The democrats with some 
republicans were holding out with 
the hope of continuing to fund the 
ACA enhanced tax credits. An Oc-
tober polling by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation showed that despite 
the budget concerns three-quar-
ters of the public thought Con-
gress should extend the enhanced 
tax credits. That included most 
republicans and MAGA support-
ers.

While the President vacationed 
at Mar-a-Lago prior to Christmas 
he announced the building of a 
“new golden fl eet of warships” - to 
be named after himself. Typical 
of the President, we get warships 
when we Americans want afford-
ability and quality healthcare. 
Maybe, just maybe, there could 
be a forthcoming announcement 
outlining the specifi cs of Trump’s 
concept of a quality system of 
healthcare for Americans. Imag-
ine a health plan that instead of 
taking tens of millions off health-
care, per the One Big Beautiful 
Bill, would insure all Americans 
and give the assurance of qual-
ity healthcare. Improving upon 
Obama’s Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act would be 
great news and a worthy accom-
plishment. He could, with some 
ease, model it after the Canadian 
universal healthcare system and 
call it “Trumpcare Gold.”  

Pete Boelter
North Branch
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MILESTONESMILESTONESMILESTONES
Cheryl Ann Hubacher

Cheryl Ann Hubacher, 78, of  Cambridge, passed 
away on Tuesday, December 24, 2025, at her home, 
surrounded by her children. 

She was born on May 1, 1947, in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, to Charles “Andre” and Gertrude (Richman) 

Calander. Cheryl grew up 
in the Cambridge area, 
attending country school 
and graduating from Cam-
bridge High School in 1965.

On October 27, 1972, she 
married the love of  her 
life, Floyd C. Hubacher. 
She enjoyed spending 
time with her family and 
attending church services. 
Her love of  art kept her 
busy and brought her joy 
for many years.

Besides her parents, 
Cheryl was preceded in 

death by her husband, Floyd, in December 1999, her 
brother, Wayne and stepdaughter Karen.

She is survived by her children, Aaron Hubacher 
and Stephanie (Greg) Jensrud; her grandchildren, 
Avery, Sophia, and Sawyer; her stepchildren, Lynn, 
Diane, David, Paul, and Jennifer; and sister Joan 
(Myron) Nelson.

Funeral services 11 a.m., Wednesday, December 
31, 2025, at North Isanti Baptist Church, 2248 313th 
Ave NE, Cambridge, MN 55008. Visitation at 10 a.m. 
Interment in the church cemetery. Condolences 
at www.carlsonlillemoen.com.  Arrangements by 
Carlson-Lillemoen Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services of  Cambridge.

James Edward Cirhan
James Edward Cirhan, 84, of  Isanti, passed away 

peacefully on November 30, 2025, with Ecumen 
Hospice after experiencing medical complications 
due to COPD.

James was born on March 6, 1941, in East St. Paul 
Minnesota to George and Lorainne Cirhan. James 
grew up in St. Paul and graduated from Harding 
High School. Received a Residential Architectural 
Draftsman degree at St Paul Technical Vocation-
al Institute. James married Shirley Wambolt, at 
Sacred Heart Church in St. Paul. James and Shirley 
began their married life in Blaine, then moved to 
Maple Grove to raise their two sons. James worked 
several years at President Homes as an Architec-
tural Draftsman. Later in life, James worked for the 
Osseo Brooklyn Park bus company shuttling kids 
to school. In the evenings, James worked at French 
Park in Plymouth as a building manager/mainte-
nance worker. Prior to retiring, James and Shirley 
built their retirement home on Little Web Lake in 
Hackensack, MN and retired. James participated in 
their local Triad program and community organiza-
tions. James also participated in the Foster Grand-
parent Program where he served as a teacher’s aide 
and role model for pre-kindergarten students. In 
2021 James and Shirley moved to Isanti to be closer 
to family and friends.

James is survived by: wife Shirley, sons Chuck 
and Curt, grandson Conner, sister Judy Stelter and 
husband Ron, brother-in-law, Rodney Wambolt and 
wife Peggy. He is predeceased by his parents, George 
and Lorraine Cirhan, sister Mary Jean “Mer”, and 
in-laws, Elijah and Rose Wambolt.

This Spring we will have a Celebration of  Life Ser-
vices for James E. Cirhan at Cambridge Lutheran 
Church. Afterwards, James remains will be taken 
to Hillside Cemetery in Minneapolis. More informa-
tion will be provided later this Spring.

Katherine (Kathy) Edith
Bardone

Katherine (Kathy) Edith Bardone, embarked on 
her fi nal adventure on December 21, 2025, at the age 
of  79. She was born on January 9, 1946, in Oakland, 
California, to John and Juanita Fabiano.

Kathy graduated from Richmond High School, 
where she met and married 
her high school sweetheart, 
John Bardone, in 1962.

Kathy was deeply passion-
ate about her career at Rite 
Aid, where she worked for 
more than 15 years as both 
a pharmacy technician and 
front-end manager. Known 
for her warm smile and 
caring nature, she had a 
special way of  brightening 
the day of  everyone she 
encountered.

Outside of  work, Kathy 
found joy in gardening 

and painting ceramics. An avid gardener, she loved 
sharing her knowledge with anyone who showed 
interest. She also enjoyed canning and was espe-
cially known for her delicious peach jam and her 
unforgettable spaghetti sauce.

A devoted mother, grandmother, and great-grand-
mother, Kathy’s family was her greatest pride and 
joy. She is survived by her daughter, Sherri (Jeff) 
Anderson of  Stanchfi eld, Minnesota, and her son, 
David Bardone of  Orville, California; her grandchil-
dren, Clayton (Kelsey) Anderson, Morgan Ander-
son, Cecily Bardone, and Kyle Bardone; and her 
great-granddaughters, Madelynn and Evelyn An-
derson, who will forever cherish memories of  her 
heartfelt hugs and her spirited, spitfi re personality.

As we bid farewell to Kathy, we remember a 
woman whose spirit was as bright and sunny as her 
beloved California, and whose love and legacy will 
continue to bloom in the hearts of  all who knew her

A Celebration of  Life Gathering Friday, January 
9, 2026 from 4 - 6 p.m. at Carlson-Lillemoen Funeral 
Home. Condolences at www.carlsonlillemoen.com

Kenneth Henry Herzog
Kenneth Henry Herzog, age 78, of  Cambridge, 

died on December 27, 2025, at home.
Ken was born on November 3, 1947, in Glencoe, 

Minnesota, to Wilbert and Lucille (Hanson) Herzog. 
He graduated from Glencoe High School in 1965. He 

continued his education at 
Mankato State University, 
where he earned his bach-
elor’s degree in 1969, and 
later completed his master’s 
degree in 1976.

Ken will be remembered 
for his kindness, humor, 
dedication to education, 
and deep love for his family.

He is survived by his son, 
Corey (Amber) Herzog; 
brothers, Dennis (Charlotte) 
Herzog, Kevin (Michelle) 
Herzog, and Karl (Lori) Her-
zog; grandchildren, Drew, 

Ethan, and Brock; and many other relatives and 
friends. He was preceded in death by his parents.

A Celebration of  Life Gathering will be held from 
1 to 3 p.m., with a short sharing time at 2:30 p.m., on 
Sunday, January 4, at Strike Life Tributes in Cam-
bridge. Online condolences may be made at Strike-
LifeTributes.com.

Margaret “Marge” M.
(Valentyn) Ubel

Margaret “Marge” M. (Valentyn) Ubel, 78, of  
Cambridge, MN passed away on Saturday, December 
20, 2025 at GracePointe Crossing with family by her 
side.

Marge was born on October 31, 1947, in Faribault, 
MN to William Sr. and The-
resa (O’dette) Naughton. 
She grew up in Faribault 
and attended Bethlehem 
Academy graduating in 
1965.

On June 4, 1966, she was 
united in marriage to 
Dennis Valentyn at Immac-
ulate Conception Catholic 
Church in Faribault. They 
made their home there and 
raised their son, Dennis Jr., 
until moving to Cambridge 
in 1979.

Marge began a career 
in the optometric fi eld as an Optometric Assistant 
with the Cambridge Eye Center as an Optometric 
Assistant advancing her way as the Offi ce Manager. 
In 1998, she continued her career in optometry with 
Allina Eye Center in Cambridge, retiring on Octo-
ber 31, 2013. She was a recipient of  the Paraoptomet-
ric of  the Year Award. 

She enjoyed spoiling her grandchildren, shopping, 
spending time with family and friends.  She took 
great joy being involved in the planning and attend-
ing of  several Military Balls held at the Cambridge 
American Legion.

Marge remarried on September 10, 2016 to William 
(Bill) Ubel and they resided in Cambridge. They en-
joyed going out for breakfast with friends, watching 
the MN Twins and going to the DQ.

She is survived by her husband, Bill Ubel; son, 
Dennis (Brenda) Valentyn; grandchildren, Mike 
(Aspen) Valentyn of  Grand Rapids, and Jessica (An-
drew) Rott of  Fargo; great grandchildren, Indie, Isla 
and Colter Valentyn, Jamila, Evie, and Legend Rott; 
sister, Barb (Eldon) Turek; sisters-in-law, Sandi 
Naughton, MaryJo Miller, Chris Dopkins; stepchil-
dren, Dave (Melanie) Ubel, Mindy (Conrad) Joppru; 
and step granddaughter, Kensie Ubel, many nieces 
and nephews.

Marge was preceded in death by her parents; 
husband, Dennis Valentyn Sr.; sister, Virginia 
Grothe, brother, William (Pat) Naughton and James 
Naughton; brothers-in-law, Lambert (Fat) Valentyn, 
Clarence (Val) Valentyn, Francis (Bubs) Valentyn, 
Robert (Red) Miller, and James Ubel; sisters-in-
law, Shirley Naughton, Marlene Valentyn, Ruth 
Valentyn, MaryLee Valentyn and TheoDora (Toots) 
Wandrey.

Funeral Services 2 p.m., Monday, December 29, 
2025 at Christ the King Catholic Church in Cam-
bridge. Visitation one hour prior. Interment at 
Christ the King Catholic Cemetery. 

Arrangements by Carlson-Lillemoen Funeral 
Home & Cremation Services of  Cambridge. www.
carlsonlillemoen.com.

CONTRIBUTED

Christmas cheer 
for veterans

Members of the North Branch 
American Legion and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, joined by the North 
Branch Air Force Junior ROTC, 
gather Dec. 19 at Ecumen in 
North Branch to celebrate Christ-
mas with veterans. Also pictured 
are Legion Commander Paul 
Johnson and VFW Commander 
Dirk Doble, dressed as Santa, 
who o�  ciated the program.

STUDENT NAMES IN THE NEWS

Student Achievement Lists
Lukasz Andrews, of Isanti (Dean’s) from the Uni-

versity of Jamestown.

extra, extra 
cash

Earn extra money by selling 
your items in the classifieds!

Isanti-Chisago County Star
CountyStar.com

Call Now
to place your
 Classified Ad!
763.689.1181
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We understand that choosing the right 
assisted living community is a signifi cant decision. 

At Northern Pines, we offer an inviting, friendly, 
and caring environment designed to encourage 

and empower our residents.

Compassionate Assisted Living in 
Pine City, MN

Safe, secure, and fi lled with kindness. Peace of mind for you, 
giving your loved ones the grace and respect they deserve.

A Safe Haven for Your Loved Ones

• Licensed & Experienced Care Team
• Secured Building with 24/7 Monitoring
• Specialized Memory Care & Individualized Support
• Transparent Pricing & Clear Communication

Contact Us: 320-629-7272

1305 8th St SW, Pine City, MN 55063 • northernpinesassisted.com

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

BOGO
40% OFF

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase

ENDS 3/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

877-917-1515 Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-844-270-2455
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with 
transfers available for most major gateways.

• Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park

• Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center

• Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park

• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

2025
A year in pictures 

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Isanti Ambassador Chloe Olson shows o�  her cleaned pie plate during 
the Ambassadors Pie Eating contest. Olson ate through the entire plate 
of “pie” (actually chocolate pudding) and whipped cream in under one 
minute.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Normally, Main Street in downtown Cambridge would be fi lled with a sea of people during the annual Customer Appreciation 
Day. However, because of a steady rain for the duration of the event, this year’s scene featured rows of empty chairs and tables 
as those who chose to venture out despite the weather mainly stuck to eating under one of the business’ awnings.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Cambridge American Legion Commander Andy Fiedler 
(back to camera) receives a hug from Legion Riders 
Chaplain Ed Chromey after Fiedler struggled to get 
through the Roll Call of Deceased Veterans, which 
included two close friends of his.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

This young guy knows the importance of keeping 
both your inside and outside hydrated during hot 
weather as he grabs a drink while playing in the 
water sprinkler created by North Branch Fire Depart-
ment’s ladder truck during Midsummer Days.

DEE ANN SIBLEY  | COUNTY STAR

This bucking bronco appears to be showing its con-
tempt for not being able to throw its rider during 
Friday’s Isanti Firefi ghters Rodeo performance.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Minnco Credit Union’s Kirsten Schneider reacts to 
getting slime poured over her head by Je�  Klatt, 
owner of Cambridge Pizza Pub. The Nickelode-
on-themed event was the reward for the downtown 
Cambridge branch eclipsing its school supply drive 
goals.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Area 
emergency 
personnel 
go through 
a mock 
crash at 
Braham 
Area High 
School 
ahead of 
prom.
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320-679-4177
1-800-227-1149

320-679-4177320-679-4177
1-800-227-11491-800-227-1149

WINDSHIELD DAMAGED?WINDSHIELD DAMAGED?
CALL NOVUS CALL NOVUS 
GLASS FIRSTGLASS FIRST

• AUTO • AUTO 
• RESIDENTIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
• COMMERCIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• MOBILE SERVICE• MOBILE SERVICE

755 Hwy. 65 S, Mora 755 Hwy. 65 S, Mora 
www.novusglass.comwww.novusglass.com

No discounts on monthly specials. 
Valid through 1/31/26

Check us out on Facebook & Instagram  •  763-689-2468

Wine of the Month

Beer of the Month

Woodbridge 
Wines 1.5

Trouble 
Maker Red 

750 ml

Natural  
Ice & Light

24 pk, cans

Twisted Tea
 All Varieties

12 pk, cans

Athletic NA
12 pk , cans

Black Velvet 
Regular   1.75

Rolling Rock 
& Bud Ice   30 pk

J a n u a r y J a n u a r y 
S p e c i a l sS p e c i a l s

Liquor of the Month

HOURS:
Mon. thru Sat. 9am-9pm 
Sundays 11am-5pm
East Hwy. 95 • Cambridge

Rolling Rock 

24 pk, cans

1.75

Liquor of the Month

Woodbridge 
Wines

Mon. thru Sat. 9am-9pm $12.$12.9999

$10.$10.9999
$14.$14.9999

$17.$17.9999

$14.$14.9999
$16.$16.9999

$16.$16.4949

As Minnesota enters the 
heart of respiratory virus 
season, families are already 
starting to feel the familiar 
waves of coughs, sniffl es and 
even fevers. Phoebe Smith, 
MD, with the University of 
Minnesota Medical School 
talks about cold and fl u season 
trends, how people can protect 
themselves and care for symp-
toms at home.

Q: What trends are you see-
ing with this year’s cold and 
fl u season?

Dr. Smith: So far, I’m notic-
ing a fairly predictable early 
rise in respiratory infections 
among the people I see, in both 
the clinic and hospital. This 
tracks with the viral respi-
ratory illness stats found on 
the Minnesota Department of 
Health website, which show 
we are just starting to see a 
seasonal upswing in infl uenza, 
RSV and COVID-19 cases in 
the state. In October, I usually 
start to see a few more sick kid-
dos and families as the school 
year gets into full swing, and 
typically, December is when 
the real cough-and-cold party 
starts!

Q: What are the most effec-
tive prevention steps people 
can take right now?

Dr. Smith: All the usual 
suspects remain true: diligent 
hand hygiene, staying home 
when you are sick and consid-
er masking in higher risk sit-
uations. The seasonal fl u and 
COVID-19 vaccines are always 

a must for my family. While it 
can be tricky to predict how 
closely the fl u vaccine will 
match with the virus strains 
circulating in the community, 
it is consistently very effective 
at preventing a fl u infection 
from becoming severe. It’s 
also worth checking with your 
health provider or pharmacist 
if you are eligible for the RSV 
or pneumococcal vaccines.

Q: How long are people 
typically contagious, and what 
does responsible behavior look 
like when someone is sick?

Dr. Smith: The typical rule is 
that you are most contagious 
with a respiratory virus with-
in the fi rst three to four days 
after symptoms begin, though 
with something like the fl u, 
you can be contagious up to 
two weeks! You are most likely 
to spread infections if you have 
a fever, are coughing, sneezing 
or have a runny nose, as these 
droplets get into the air and on 
surfaces. Do your best to stay 
home during these fi rst few 
days. A cough can linger for 
weeks after a respiratory in-
fection and while you may not 
be contagious the entire time, 
it is good practice to wear a 
mask and avoid close contact 
with others, especially in the 
fi rst week of having a cough.

Q: When should we man-
age symptoms at home, and 
when should we reach out to a 
doctor?

Dr. Smith: Hydration and 
resting your body are the 

most effective ways to get 
better quickly. Most people 
can manage typical symptoms 
without seeking medical care, 
and can safely seek relief with 
over-the-counter medications 
if needed. If you are pregnant, 
have multiple underlying 
health conditions or are caring 
for a child under 12, reach out 
to your healthcare team to 
ask about which medicines 
are safe. Prolonged fevers 
more than four to fi ve days, 
confusion, notable shortness 
of breath, chest pain or not 
being able to keep down fl uids 
for more than 12 hours should 

prompt anyone to seek urgent 
or emergency care. Also, you 
should call if the symptoms do 
not improve after 10 days.

Q: How does your work at 
the University of Minnesota 
advance health in Minnesota?

Dr. Smith: As a family 
physician, I am lucky to feel 
the positive impact of my work 
most days simply from seeing 
patients. If I can help even a 
handful of people feel better, 
or help educate someone on 
how to prevent future disease, 
I take that as a success. Also, a 
large part of my current job is 
supervising and training res-

idents to become independent 
family doctors, so I feel privi-
leged to pass along knowledge 
to the future of healthcare, all 
while helping myself to always 
keep learning!

Phoebe Smith, MD, is an 
assistant professor at the 
University of Minnesota 
Medical School. She provides 
full-spectrum family medicine 
care, including obstetrics. 
She is most passionate about 
LGBTQ+ primary care, sexual 
and reproductive health and 
adolescent medicine. ~ The Universi-
ty of Minnesota Medical School

Talking respiratory illnesses with University of Minnesota

Place an ad with us and Place an ad with us and 
start seeing results!start seeing results!

I SA N T I - C H I SAG O
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TRIPLE A AWARD STAYS IN FAMILY
In being named 

the Class AA Triple 
A (Academics, Arts, 
Athletics) award 
winner, Keagen 
Lowman became 
the fifth senior from 
Cambridge-Isanti 
High School to claim 
the honor — not to 
mention the second 
member of the Low-
man family to win it. 
Keagen’s sister, Ava, 
won it in 2023. 

In addition to 
winning the Triple 
A award, Keagen made his second trip to the State 
Class AA Doubles Tennis Tournament, along with 
his teammate Micah Gustafson.

April cont.

May 
WEDLUND RETIRES AS GRAD BAND CONDUCTOR

East Central Grad Band founder and conductor 
Lynn Wedlund retired as the band’s conductor. 
The band’s spring concert was supposed to be Wed-
lund’s on-stage swan song, however an unexpected 
surgery prevented her from attending. Wedlund 
still performs with the band, playing the oboe.

CAMBRIDGE SELLS INDUSTRIAL PARK LAND TO ISANTI COUNTY
The city of Cambridge and Isanti County reached 

a purchase agreement for two parcels in the city’s 
industrial park, north of Highway 95. The final 
price for the land was $750,000, plus the county 
conveyed via easement the current Highway De-
partment property off Emerson Street North. The 
county is planning on constructing a new, larger 
Highway Department facility on the sight.

ISANTI COUNTY REJECTS E-POLLBOOKS
The Isanti County Commissioners went against 

the recommendations of Auditor-Treasurer Angie 
Larson, voting down a request from Larson to pur-
chase e-pollbooks for every precinct in the county. 
The commissioners cited what they admitted 
might be a “vocal minority” against the election 
devices for swaying their vote. As an offshoot of 
the decision, the city of Cambridge, who had been 
using the e-pollbooks since 2018, now must go back 
to paper pollbooks starting with the 2016 election.

June 
STATE HOSPITAL BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED

It was revealed by Isanti County Administrator 
Amanda Usher that the county was informed 
by the state all the buildings, except for the cot-
tage-style buildings, will be demolished by the 
state.

Previously, the Isanti County Commissioners 
had considered asking the state to not only do just 
that, but also to convey the land to the county. It 
remains unknown what the state will now do with 
the property.

While some prep work has been done and fencing 
erected, the state has yet to follow through with 
the actual demolition.

July cont. 
RED RETURNS TO BLUEJACKET LOGO

Another of the Fa-
cilities Planning Task 
Force recommendations 
that didn’t need a public 
vote was to restore the 
color red to the dis-
trict’s logo. The logo 
was blue, white and red 
up until  about ten years 
ago when the district 
opted to go with just 
blue and white in the 
logo. The school board unanimously and enthusi-
astically approved adding the red back in.

APARTMENT COMPLEX TO FILL FORMER SCHOOL PROPERTY
The North Branch City Council approved a 

special use permit for the former school district 
building land adjacent to Highway 95, allowing a 
four-building apartment complex to be built there.

This was actually the second time a developer 
proposed constructing an apartment complex on 
the site. The initial request was met with resis-
tance from the council at that time, along with the 
general public. 

The current council’s opinion was a 32-unit, four 
building complex was a “better fit” for the proper-
ty.

Ground has yet to be broken on the project.

August 
NEW PATHWAYS BREAKS GROUND

Following a whirlwind of fundraising efforts 
that yielded $3.5 million in a mere six months, 
New Pathways officially broke ground on a 10-unit 
apartment-style building to house the organiza-
tion’s homeless clients 24/7. 

The land for the building, which is located adja-
cent to the Isanti County Health and Human Ser-
vices building, was purchased by New Pathways 
from the city of Cambridge for one dollar, plus 
New Pathways agreeing to pay for an expansion of 
the water drainage holding pond.

The building is scheduled to be completed by 
early August, 2026.

K9 KARMA DIES
Karma, one of the 

Isanti County Sheriff’s 
Office’s K9s, unexpect-
edly died from compli-
cations associated with 
heat stroke following 
Karma’s involvement in 
the apprehension of two 
drug suspects.

A public memorial 
for Karma was held 
at the Isanti County 
Government Center a 
couple weeks after the 
incident.

MERRILL WINS SPECIAL ELECTION
Following a long and contentious (on social me-

dia) campaign, Luke Merrill was elected mayor for 
the city of Isanti during a special election. Merill 
is currently serving the remainder of his abbrevi-
ated term, which will expire on Dec. 31, 2026.

September 
PILOT DIES IN PLANE CRASH

Local emergency personnel responded to a 
report of an airplane that had crashed just north 
of the Cambridge Airport’s runway. Upon arrival, 
emergency personnel discovered the pilot, who 
was the only occupant of the plane, was dead at the 
scene. The exact cause of the crash has yet to be 
made public.

October 
ISANTI COUNTY SHERIFF’S FOUNDATION VICTIM OF FRAUD

Kimberly Sue Nordenstrom, who was one of the 
founders of the Isanti County Sheriff’s Foundation — a 
non-profit designed to financially assist the sheriff’s 
office, was charged with embezzling nearly $100,000 
from it. 

Nordenstrom allegedly funneled the money through 
a series of unrecorded bank transactions that also 
involved another Twin Cities based organization, 
to pay off her personal debts and purchase farming 
equipment. 

BLUEJACKET GIRLS TENNIS EARNS FIRST TRIP TO STATE

For the first time in school history, the Cam-
bridge-Isanti Bluejacket girls tennis team won the 
Section 7AAA team championship, earning the team’s 
first-ever state tournament berth.

Unfortunately, the team ran into some very tough 
competition at state, losing to powerhouse Rochester 
Mayo and being edged by Alexandria.

At the same time, North Branch’s girls tennis team 
completed its best-ever season, coming in second place 
in the Section 7AA team tournament.

November 
C-I SCHOOLS REFERENDUM FAILS

Voters overwhelmingly rejected both of the Cam-
bridge-Isanti Schools’ bond referendum questions. 
Question one received 59.6% no votes. Question two 
received 65.73% no votes.

CAMBRIDGE LAUNDERERS AND CLEANERS GOES UP FOR AUCTION
Following a long, detailed process by Isanti County, 

the building that used to house Cambridge Launderers 
and Cleaners was officially put up for public auction 
for $100.

The building, which has been vacant and was tax 
forfeited in 2023, is known to contain some hazardous 
waste, which would have to cleaned up by the winning 
bidder if that person wishes to do anything with the 
site. The auction is currently open, with a closing date 
of Jan. 14.

DOOM SWORN IN AS NEW 
JUDGE

Local attorney Car-
rie Doom was sworn 
in as Isanti County’s 
newest Tenth Dis-
trict judge during an 
investiture Ceremony. 
Doom replaces Judge 
Amy Brosnahan, who 
recently retired.

NORTH BRANCH SCHOOLS CALLS FOR TECH LEVY EXTENSION
North Branch Area Public Schools has also ap-

proved a referendum vote, with this one taking place 
Feb. 10. The lone question on the ballot asks for voter 
approval of an extension to the district’s tech levy, 
which was originally approved by voters in 2017.

December 
ISANTI COUNTY ASKS FOR SALES TAX REFERENDUM

A third referendum vote might be on the horizon if 
the state legislature allows Isanti County to call for 
a local option sales tax referendum. If the legislature 
approves it, the .25% sales tax increase would be put 
before voters as early as November, 2026. The money 
collected would be used to pay for the construction 
of the county’s proposed new Highway Department 
Facility.

CAMBRIDGE CHIPOTLE BACK ON MENU
Over two years after initially being announced, a 

Chipotle restaurant finally appears to be coming to 
Cambridge at the site of the former Perkins. Addition-
ally, a Les Schwab Tire store will be constructed on 
the site.

July 
C-I SCHOOL BOARD CALLS FOR BOND REFERENDUM VOTE

The Cambridge-Isanti School Board unanimous-
ly approved calling for a November bond referen-
dum vote to pay for upgrades, deferred mainte-
nance, plus other improvements to all buildings 
and facilities in the district. The referendum 
was in the form of two questions, with the first 
question asking for “not to exceed $87.1 million” 
and the second question asking for “not to exceed 
$36,475,000.” 

The primary component of question two was 
a fieldhouse that would include four courts, a 
competitive running track, plus a second-level 
walking/running track that would be open to the 
public.

The projects to be included in both questions 
were unanimously recommended by a 59-member 
Facilities Planning Task Force.
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SPONSORED BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES

1. Be a designated driver.
2. Make plans to have a 
    designated driver.

3. Reserve a ride home 
    with a car service.
4. Call a taxi.

5. Make overnight plans.
6. Attend an alcohol-free 
    celebration.

Your health is important. Your friends and family are precious. Your reputation is valuable. Your freedom is priceless. 
Life is irreplaceable. 

When you decide to drink and drive, you risk it all. 
Respect yourself and others by committing to a sober ride home this Holiday Season.

Think before you drink. There’s So Much to Celebrate…

BUZZED DRIVING IS DRUNK DRIVING
DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER

The Choice Is Yours.

The Key to a 
Happy New Year: Don’t DrinkDon’t Drink

& Drive& Drive
Don’t Drink 
& Drive

Call Dean’s today to 
schedule an appointment

DeansHeatingandAC.com

schedule an appointment

DeansHeatingandAC.com
763-444-3517

ANDERSONANDERSON 
& KOCH& KOCH

North Branch, MN 
651-674-4465

North on Fairfield 
Avenue, 

Rush City, MN
320-358-3828

We feature a Touch-free wash,
Celebrating 41 Years in Business!

Rush City

Car/Truck Wash
"VOTED BEST CAR WASH 

IN OUR AREA"

Call for discount offers.

We are featuring a Touch-free wash
Est. in 1976

538 S MAIN ST, SUITE 130
CAMBRIDGE

763-552-1616
OFFICE@MYCAMBRIDGEDENTIST.COM

WWW.MYCAMBRIDGEDENTIST.COM

Melissa J. Pierson D.D.S.
Adon E. Crook D.D.S.

Attorneys

Dentists

Veterinarians

Cambridge • 763-689-4604
807 Main St. N

Mora • 320-679-4197
2004 Mahogany St.

Serving the 
Community 
for 40 years. 

Your comprehensive 
veterinary service.

www.ecv.vet

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!

Equipment

Tree Service

JOSLIN &  
MOORE

LAW OFFICES P.A.

Clark A. Joslin
221 NW 2nd Ave., Cambridge

763-689-4101

Your Local Your Local 
Specialists ResourceSpecialists Resource

Call-A-SpecialistCall-A-Specialist

MATT’S
TREE SERVICE

NEED A TREE DROPPED BUT, 
NOT HAULED? SAVE BIG $$$

Must mention this ad to receive a 5% discount through the end of March

Call Now 612-706-8210612-706-8210

Certifi ed Arborist • Owner Operated • Locally owned
Bonded, Insured and Licensed mattstreeservice.us

Tree Removal /Trimming • Stump Grinding
Limb Removal • Emergency Service • Full Service Haul Away

USED PARTS
 Tractors • Haybines • Balers

Combines • Choppers

LARSON IMP.
6 Miles East on Hwy. 95

Cambridge, MN
(763) 689-1179

Used Tires • New Tires
Tire Chains

   $30,000 Seller Credit
Create the backyard you’ve always dreamed of!

   Call Today: 612-751-2600

   Learn More: mndesignedhomes.com

   Features Your Family Will Love:
• Bright, open-concept layout
• Quality finishes and thoughtful design
• Great neighborhood close to schools 
  & parks

Your New Lake Home in Cambridge 
575 Eleins Lake Rd, Cambridge, MN 

New Build 2024 w/ 3 large bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, custom built hickory kitchen 

cabinets & floors

$550,000 REDUCED to $530,000
For sale or rent

Designed Homes & Remodeling

This fall, the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
finalized one of its largest land 
acquisitions in recent history, 
resulting in the permanent 
protection of nearly 16,000 acres 
of forested land across a ten-coun-
ty area in northern Minnesota. 
This action ensures these lands 
will remain forested into the 
future, securing the broad range 
of habitat, recreation, economic 
and other benefits these lands 
provide.

“We’re grateful for the oppor-
tunity to protect these forests, 
lakes, and waterways – now and 
for generations to come. This 
land will expand outdoor recre-
ation access and preserve critical 
habitat,” DNR Commissioner 
Sarah Strommen said. “Public 
lands are essential to Minneso-
ta’s environmental stewardship, 
identity, and economy, and we ap-
preciate the collaboration of our 
partners as we work to steward 
and conserve these lands for the 
future.”

The acquisition is the culmina-
tion of two separate efforts made 
possible in partnership with The 
Conservation Fund (TCF), North-
ern Waters Land Trust (NWLT), 
and multiple Minnesota counties.

These efforts began with TCF 
purchasing land from Potlatch-
Deltic Corporation between 
2018 and 2022, with the intent of 
preserving large blocks of forest 
land. The DNR and counties then 
worked in collaboration to iden-
tify their respective acquisition 
priorities and secure funding.

“For the benefit of all Minne-
sotans and the state’s economy, 

we’re expanding recreational ac-
cess, helping local wildlife thrive 
and ensuring that working for-
ests can keep working,” said Kim 
Berns-Melhus, Minnesota State 
Director at TCF. “This outcome 
protects jobs in the forest indus-
try, protects the lands we all need 
and love, and protects our shared 
heritage for future generations to 
enjoy.”

In one transaction, with fund-
ing from the Minnesota Legacy 
Outdoor Heritage Fund, the 
DNR collaborated with NWLT 
and the counties to strategically 
select 10,675 acres within Aitkin, 
Becker, Carlton, Cass, Crow 
Wing, Hubbard, Itasca, Kooch-
iching, and Wadena counties. 
These lands will expand existing 
wildlife management areas, 
scientific and natural areas, and 
state forests.

“By keeping these forested 
lands forested, we are strength-
ening the ecological health of our 
region and creating new oppor-
tunities for people to explore and 
enjoy the outdoors,” said Annie 
Knight, Executive Director of 
Northern Waters Land Trust. 
“These lands will continue to 
support clean water, thriving 
wildlife habitat, and the connec-
tion communities feel to Minne-
sota’s natural places.”

In the second transaction, the 
DNR acquired 5,120 acres in St. 
Louis County using Reinvest in 
Minnesota dollars. These lands 
will expand and consolidate 
ownership in existing state for-
ests, creating larger, contiguous 
blocks of DNR land.

“This project will benefit local 

economies, wildlife habitat, and 
the public well into the future.” 
said Jason Meyer, St. Louis 
County Director of Land and 
Minerals. “The collaborative ef-
fort of the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources and St. 
Louis County proved successful 
in consolidating important and 
productive forestlands for wild-
life habitat and sustainable forest 
products, while securing the 
land for public use. It is projects 
like these which help strengthen 
local communities by providing 
economic, environmental, and 
recreational opportunities for the 
good of the region.”

The newly acquired state public 
land belongs to all Minnesotans. 
As with all land the DNR man-
ages, the mix of management 
purposes and allowable activities 
will vary based on the specific 
land designation. For example, 
wildlife management areas are 
managed for wildlife production 
and to provide hunting, fishing, 
and wildlife watching opportu-
nities, whereas scientific and 
natural areas preserve some of 
the last remaining habitat for 
Minnesota’s rarest plants and 
animals and are open to rec-
reational activities that do not 
disturb natural conditions. State 
forests support multiple benefits 
including habitat, clean air and 
water, carbon sequestration and 
storage, sustainable forest prod-
ucts, and a variety of recreational 
activities. More information 
about Minnesota’s state-managed 
public lands can be found on the 
DNR website (mndnr.gov). ~ MNDNR

Minnesota DNR permanently protects nearly 16,000 acres

“Winter is a fun time to get out in the crisp air and 
hunt small game,” said Benji Kohn, volunteer mentor 
program coordinator with the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources. “These hunts can be a lot like 
hikes with the added challenge of pursing some excel-
lent table fare.”

The pheasant hunting season is open through Jan. 4, 
2026. On Dec. 1, the daily bag limit increased to three 
roosters, with a possession limit of nine roosters. 
Pheasant numbers were up nearly 50% over last year 
and were 21% above the 10-year average, according 
to the DNR August Roadside Survey, available on the 
DNR pheasant hunting webpage (mndnr.gov/hunting/
pheasant). The best places to find pheasants at this 
time of year are tall grass or cattail marshes. Hunters 
should remember to exercise caution around thin ice.

Grouse hunting season is also open through Jan. 4, 
2026. Wintertime grouse hunters might find success 
during the “golden hour,” the last hour before sunset, 
when ruffed grouse move out of their snow roosts to 
feed.

There’s even more time for squirrels and rabbits in 
a season that stretches through Feb. 28, 2026. Winter 
is breeding season for squirrels, which means they 
are active and easier to find. And rabbit hunters tend 
to find the most success around thick cover like brush 
piles, thorn tangles and briars. This has been a banner 
year for cottontail rabbits, with populations at a 60-
year high, according to the August Roadside Survey.

Fisher, martin and bobcat trapping opens Saturday, 
Dec. 13, so hunters should be aware of this season 
while in the woods. Hunters also can find regulations 
and complete bag limit information on the Minnesota 
DNR website (mndnr.gov/hunting). More information 
about how or where to hunt can be found on the DNR’s 
learn to hunt webpages (mndnr.gov/gohunting). Re-
corded webinars with tips on how to hunt pheasants, 
grouse, squirrels or rabbits are available in the webi-
nar archive on the outdoor skills and stewardship page 
of the DNR’s website (mndnr.gov/discover). ~ MN DNR

Explore the outdoors 
this winter by hunting 

Minnesota small game
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Baptist

First Baptist Church  
304 S. Main St., Cambridge, 
763-689-1173. Call the church office or 
visit our website for current service 
times and programs. 
firstbaptistcambridge.org

North Isanti Baptist Church
Lead Pastor: Travis Blake 
2248 313th Ave. NE, Cambridge, MN 
55008. www.nibchurch.com
Email: nibchurch@msn.com 
763-689-3576. 
8:30am Worship Service (traditional 
style) 
10:45am Worship Service (contempo-
rary style) 

Springvale Baptist  
Pastor Zane Hall
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Sunday Worship 
Wednesday: 6:00 pm Band of Brothers
Thursday: 10:00 am Ladies Bible Study
410 County Road 6 NW
Stanchfield, MN 55080
763-689-1373
springvalechurchmn.org

Sunrise Bible Church
41300 Second St., North
Branch, Pastor David Stertz. Sunday 
school for all ages
9:30am, Sunday morning Worship 
10:30am, Sunday evening 6pm, Wed. 
Kids 4 Truth & Bible studies for all 
ages 6:30pm. More info at
sunrisebiblechurch.org 
or 651-674-4107.

Catholic

Christ the King
305 Fern Street N
Cambridge, MN 55008
763-689-1221
Friday 8:30am
Saturday 4pm
email brigitte@isantiacc.org   
Website: isantiacc.org

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
207 Whiskey Rd NW, Isanti, MN. 
763-444-4035 
Email: brigitte@isantiacc.org
Mass: Tues. & Wed. 8:30am. 
Sun. 8:30am.  
isantiaac.org

Evangelical Covenant

Karmel Covenant Church
5799 County Road 6, Princeton MN
763-389-3169
Lead Pastor:  Jason Hovis
Pastor of Youth:  Kohl Hanson
Sunday School for All Ages (school 
year only): 9-10 a.m.
Sunday Worship (in person & online): 
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Programming (school year 
only): 
Family meal at 5:30 p.m. with
AWANA and Youth Group from 
6:30-8 p.m.

Evangelical Free

Dale Evangelical Free Church
45268 Brunswick Rd, 
Harris, MN 763-689-5817 
Pastor/Teacher Dr. Harvey Martin. 
Sunday School – all ages 9am. 
Sunday Service 10:25am.  
www.daleefc.com

Kost Evangelical Free Church
37405 Kost Trail, North Branch, MN – 
Jct. of CR 11 & CR 72
651-583-3281  • Kostchurch.org
Pastor Josh Jensen
Sunday worship service 9:30 am fol-
lowed by fellowship & Sunday School
Youth group Wednesdays 7 pm
Respawn Gaming Ministry for teen 
boys – 2 Fridays per month. 

Oxlip Evangelical Free Church
29237 Roanoke St NW, Isanti 
(1 mile West of Cty 5 and Hwy 47)
763-444-5134 oxlip.org
9am Worship Service
10:45am Christian Education
Awana children’s ministry Wednesdays 
6 to 7:30pm

Wyanett Evangelical Free Church
12 Miles West of Cambridge on Hwy 95
 www.wyanettevangelicalfree.org
Pastor Bruce Talso  763-221-4469
Sunday School  9:30 am   
Morning Worship  10:30 am
Mondays - Women’s Evening Bible 
Study  6:00 pm 
Tuesdays - Men’s Bible Study  5:00 pm
Wednesdays  - Midweek Bible Study/
Prayer 2:00 pm
Thursdays - Women’s Morning Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m. at Heart Matters 
Ministry, 403 1st St. Princeton
A LOVING CHURCH PROCLAIMING A 
LIVING MESSAGE!

Lutheran

Braham Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Dr. Suzanne Begin, Minister
905 Central Drive West
320-396-2755
www.brahamlutheran.org
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
In-person & Live on Facebook
9:00 - 9:45 Sunday School
Children may join worship service
or be picked up by an adult
All Are Welcome! 

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Of Rush Point (ELCA)
Pastor Vicki Vandervegt. 
320-358-4829, 600 Rush Point Dr.
10:30am Worship with Fellowship fol-
lowing 
my.calvaryofrushpoint.org. 
Office: calvaryrushpoint@gmail.com 

Cambridge Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
621 Old North Main Street, Cambridge 
763-689-1211
Traditional service: 8:30 a.m. 
Contemp service: 9:15 & 10:30 a.m. 
KidZone 9:15 & 10:30 a.m. 
www.cambridgelutheran.org 
Facebook: fb.com/Cambridgelutheran
YouTube: tinyurLcom/Cambridgelutheran

Christ Ev. Lutheran Church (WELS)
32962 Vickers St. NE, Cambridge, 763-
689-5333
Pastor Samuel L. Biebert. 
Sunday Worship 9am, Sunday School/
Bible Class 10:30am
www.christcambridge.com 

First Lutheran Church (ELCA)
43779 Gates Ave., Harris. 
651-674-4498. Handicapped accessi-
ble.
Pastor Vicki VanderVegt
Sunday Worship 9:20am
Coffee & fellowship following service
Email: firstlutheran@q.com
www.firstlutheranharris.org

Joy Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
33525 Jefferson Street NE, Cambridge
763-689-4355
www.joylutheran.net
Pastor James Ritter
8:30 a.m. Traditional Service
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service

Living Branch Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
6486 Elm St (PO Box 335), 
North Branch
651-674-5576
Pastor Glen Kleppe
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 7PM
Sunday Worship 10am
Sunday School 9am
Sunday Adult Bible Study 9am
www.livingbranch.org
email: office@livingbranch.org

Long Lake Lutheran Church (ELCA)
3921 277th Ave NW Isanti, MN 55040 
763-444-5315
Pastor Sue Olson & 
Pastor Rebecca Holland
All Are Welcome!
Sundays
9 am Worship & 10 am Sunday School
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd Sundays
Wednesdays 6 pm Confirmation 

Salem Lutheran Church
4638 381st Ave. NW, Dalbo, MN 55017. 
763-689-1687
Join us for worship every Sunday at 
10:30
Sunday School 11:00 resuming in the 
Fall
Co© ee fellowship after worship 
www.salemlutherandalbo.com

Spring Lake  Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
8440 Erickson Road, PO Box 958, 
North Branch, MN 55056 (9 mi. E. of 
Cambridge on Hwy. 95, North one 
block on Erickson Road). 
651-674-4606. 
Pastor Vicki VanderVegt.sllchurch.org 
Email: sll.church@gmail.com
8:15am Worship with fellowship fol-
lowing

St. John Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
28168 Jodrell St. NE, North Branch 
Located 6 mi. E. of Isanti on Co. Rd. 5; 
(or 7 mi. W. of North Branch on Co. Rd. 
5); then 1-1/2 mi. S. on Co. Rd. 12. 763-
444-5988, Paul Anderson, Pastor; 
Sunday 9am Worship;
10:20am Adult Bible Study; 
Thursday 6:30pm Bible study. 
Email: stjohnlutheran@att.net

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
980 West 4th Street, Rush City  
320-358-3623
Sunday 8:45am Worship
Monday 10am Longer Look Bible Study 
stjohnsrushcity.org

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
400 SE 8th St., (Isanti #4 E.), PO Box 
37, Braham
320-396-3103 
9:30am Sunday School & Adult Bible 
Study. 
10:30am Worship.
ststephensbraham.org

Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA)
38460 Lincoln Trail, North Branch
651-674-7047   Pastor Paul Cannon
In person and online worship
8 & 10 am Worship
9 am Coffee Hour
9 am Sunday School
www.trinitynorthbranch.org
office@trinitynorthbranch.org

Methodist

Common Ground - A United 
Methodist Community  
404 Cypress St. North, Cambridge. 
763-689-2071.
Pastors Amelia & Andrew Buschena. 
Sunday 9:30am Worship.
Livestream of services and more info 
at commongroundumc.org. 
Everyone Counts!

Non-Denominational

Grace Gospel Church 
37126 MN-65, Stanchfield, MN 55080
763-308-5618
Coffee fellowship: 9:45am
Service: 10:00am
Pastor: Tim Miller
www.gracegospelmn.org
info@gracegospelchurchmn.com
Located just north of Grandy on 65, 
across from East Central Diesel, with 
three large crosses near the road.
We look forward to having you!

Journey of Faith
Bible based worship. 
651-600-9878. 
faiththroughaction777@gmail.com
Sunday fellowship 9am
Worship & Youth Ministry 10am 
Come as you are. All welcome. 
Junction Bowl. 123 Cajima Street, NE, 
Isanti. Refreshments served.

JustPassinthru IHS Ministries
Becoming Agape – Allowing the Holy 
Spirit to
transform lives 
763-228-0883
Meeting at Crossroads Commons 
1001 1st Ave. E., Suite 100, Cambridge 
MN 
justpassinihs@gmail.com
Justpassinthru.net
Pastor Tom Bakke
Sunday mornings at 10 am
Sunday nights and Wednesdays

Pentecostal

The Journey New Life Church
601 Heritage Blvd NE, Isanti 
Pastor David L. Willis. 
Sunday 10am Worship & 
the Word & Kids’ Church. 
Sunday 6pm Family Worship. 
Wednesday 7pm Family Breakout 
Classes. 
763-689-4471
Thejourneynlc.org

763-689-3360763-689-3360763-444-8873

Hwy. 65 N, Isanti, MN
www.MinnesotaEquipment.com

Specialists In Auto Collision Repair

Since
1978

1-320-358-4211
875 So. Bremer Ave., Rush City

LLC

Christ Ev. Lutheran Church (WELS)
32962 Vickers St. NE, Cambridge, 763-

Spring Lake  Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)W O R S H I Pguideguide

To Advertise in this Spot, 
Contact:

Kellie Champion
Classi� ed Ad Consultant

651-407-1237
Email: sales@countystar.com

This directory is paid for and 
made possible by the 
participating churches listed. 
Proud to sponsor and 
salute our local churches

As Minnesotans settle into the winter 
season, the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources is reminding land-
owners who harvest or buy fi rewood 
for heating to take the following steps 
to protect their homes, woods and 
selves.

AVOID MOVING FIREWOOD
The DNR urges landowners who har-

vest their own fi rewood to burn it close 
to where it is cut. Similarly, the agency 
reminds people who buy fi rewood to 
fi nd locally sourced wood. With insects 
dormant in winter, cutting fi rewood 
during cold months and minimizing 
the distance cut fi rewood travels 
reduces the risk of spreading diseases 
and fungi. Once the weather warms 
up and insects become active, unused 
fi rewood can spread invasive insects 
and diseases such as emerald ash borer 
and oak wilt.

The Minnesota Department of Agri-
culture has established pest quaran-
tines in some areas that restrict the 
movement of fi rewood. Only fi rewood 
that has been processed or heat-treated 

and is MDA-certifi ed can be moved out 
of quarantine areas. Moving untreated 
fi rewood out of quarantine boundaries 
can result in fi nes. More information 
is available on the MDA website (mda.
state.mn.us).

STORE WOOD SAFELY TO PREVENT FIRE
Sparks, embers or a stray grassfi re 

can ignite fi rewood quickly. Proper 
fi rewood storage is an important step 
Minnesotans can take to prevent wild-
fi res and protect homes.

Store only the fi rewood needed for 
the season at least 30 feet from a home 
or other structures.

Avoid stacking fi rewood directly 
against buildings, which can create a 
direct path for fi re to spread.

Clear leaves, needles and dry veg-
etation from around stacked or piled 
fi rewood to reduce fuel sources.

Maintaining defensible space around 
homes and outbuildings is especially 
important during warm or dry winter 
periods when snow cover is limited. 
For more tips on how to keep homes 
and properties safe from fi re, visit the 

DNR’s Firewise webpage (mndnr.gov/
fi rewise).

By following smart fi rewood prac-
tices, Minnesotans can stay warm 

while protecting homes from fi re and 
woodlands from invasive species.  ~MN 
Department of Agriculture

Using fi rewood to heat your home? Stay safe with smart fi rewood practices

DNR’s Firewise webpage (mndnr.gov/ while protecting homes from fi re and 
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400 SW 3rd St., Braham, MN 55006
320-396-0440

Call today to schedule your tour 815 Main St. S., Pine City
320-629-3531320-629-3531

Est. 2002

When it comes to heating, 
air & water conditioning 

systems, we’re your 
solution.

dalesheatingandappliance.comdalesheatingandappliance.com

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK!

Search for:
Isanti-Chisago

County Star

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES
FORECLOSURES

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Minn. Stat. 580.025, 580.04 
Minnesota Uniform Conveyancing 
Blanks

Form 60.2.1 (2009)
DATE: November 21, 2025
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that default 

has occurred in the conditions of the 
following described Mortgage:

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGE TO BE FORECLOSED

1. Date of Mortgage: August 3, 
2015

2. Mortgagors: Clare Leon 
Morrisette and Valerie Kay 
Morrisette, Husband and Wife.

3. Mortgagees: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. (“MERS”), solely as nominee for 
Members Cooperative Credit Union.

4. Recording Information:
Recorded on August 24, 2015, 

as Document Number A452340, in 
the Office of the County Recorder of 
Isanti County, Minnesota.

5. Assignments of Mortgage, if 
any:

Assigned to Towne Mortgage 
Company DBA AmeriCU Mortgage 
by written assignment recorded on 
10/24/2025, as Document Number 
A540628, in the recording office 
stated in paragraph 4.

INFORMATION REGARDING 
MORTGAGED PREMISES

6. Tax parcel identification 
number of the mortgaged premises: 
07.003.0400 and 07-003-1000

7. Legal description of the 
mortgaged premises:

Parcel 1:
The East 545 feet of the South 

200 feet of the North 817.4 feet 
of the Northeast Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4 of NE 1/4) 
of Section 3, Township 35, Range 
22, Isanti County, Minnesota; subject 
to the existing County State Aid 
Highway Number 21 along the East 
line thereof.

AND
Parcel 2:
The South 400 feet of the North 

1017.4 feet of the Northeast Quarter 
of the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4 of 
NE 1/4) of Section 3, Township 35, 
Range 22, Isanti County, Minnesota, 
excepting therefrom the East 545 
feet of the North 200 feet thereof. 
Subject to the existing County State 
Aid Highway Number 21 along the 
East line thereof.

Check here if all or part of the 
described real property is Registered 
(Torrens)

8. The physical street address, 
city, and zip code of the mortgaged 
premises: 32350 Cedar Crest Trl NE, 

North Branch, MN 55056.
OTHER FORECLOSURE DATA
9. The person holding the 

Mortgage:
 is not a transaction agent, as 

defined by Minn. Stat. 58.02, subd. 
30.

The name(s) of the residential 
mortgage servicer and the lender 
or broker, as defined in Minn. Stat. 
58.02, is/are Towne Mortgage 
Company DBA AmeriCU Mortgage.

10. If stated on the Mortgage, the 
name of the mortgage originator, 
as defined in Minn. Stat. 58.02, is 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), solely as 
nominee for Members Cooperative 
Credit Union..

INFORMATION REGARDING 
FORECLOSURE

11. The requisites of Minn. Stat. 
580.02 have been satisfied.

12. The original principal amount 
secured by the Mortgage was $ 
183,673.00.

13. At the date of this notice 
the amount due on the Mortgage, 
including taxes, if any, paid by the 
holder of the Mortgage, is:

$149,465.62.
14. Pursuant to the power of sale 

in the Mortgage, the Mortgage will 
be foreclosed, and the mortgaged 
premises will be sold by the Sheriff 
of Isanti County, Minnesota, at public 
auction on 01/29/2026, 10:00 AM, 
at 2440 Main St S, Cambridge, MN 
55008 .

15. The time allowed by law 
for redemption by Mortgagor 
or Mortgagor’s personal 
representatives or assigns is six (6) 
months  after the date of sale.

16. Minn. Stat. 580.04(b) 
provides, “If the real estate is an 
owner-occupied, single-family 
dwelling, the notice must also specify 
the date on or before which the 
mortgagor must vacate the property 
if the mortgage is not reinstated 
under section 580.30 or the property 
redeemed under section 580.23.” 
If this statute applies, the time to 
vacate the property is 11:59 p.m. On 
07/30/2026.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Name of Mortgagee or Mortgage 
Assignee:

Towne Mortgage Company d/b/a 
AmeriCU Mortgage

Name and address of Attorney for 
Mortgagee or Mortgage Assignee:

Schneiderman & Sherman P.C.
8530 Eagle Point Blvd.
Suite 100
Lake Elmo, MN 55042
25-003362-1
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 

County STAR on December 4, 11, 
18, 25; January 1, 8, 2025

ASSUMED NAME
OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA 

SECRETARY OF STATE 
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED 

NAME
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed name 

does not provide a user with exclusive 
rights to that name. The filing is 
required for consumer protection in 
order to enable customers to be 
able to identify the true owner of a 
business.

ASSUMED NAME: Chelle 
Rodriguez Development

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 
BUSINESS: 1402 ZACHARY ST S 
CAMBRIDGE MN 55008 USA

APPLICANT(S):
Name: Michelle J Rodriguez
Address: 1402 ZACHARY ST S 

CAMBRIDGE MN 55008 USA
If you submit an attachment, it will 

be incorporated into this document. 
If the attachment conflicts with the 
information specifically set forth 
in this document, this document 
supersedes the data referenced in 
the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the 
undersigned, certify that I 
am signing this document as 
the person whose signature 
is required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized 
me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have 
completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this 
document is true and correct and 
in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I 
understand that by signing this 
document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath.

SIGNED BY: Michelle Rodriguez
MAILING ADDRESS: None 

Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES:  

michellejrodriguez@outlook.com

Work Item 1577920300025
Original File Number 

1577920300025
STATE OF MINNESOTA OFFICE 

OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FILED 09/10/2025 11:59 PM

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on January 1, 8, 

2026

PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

ISANTI COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Isanti County Board of 
Commissioners will hold a public 
hearing on January 6, 2026, at 9:30 
a.m., in the County Board Room 
of the Isanti County Government 
Center, 555 18th Avenue SW, 
Cambridge, MN, 55008 for the 
purpose of discussing and hearing 
comments on the proposed Isanti 
County Capital Improvement Plan. 
The proposed Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP) is available in the 
Administrators Office at the Isanti 
County Government Center, 555 
18th Avenue SW, Cambridge, MN 
55008. By order of the Isanti County 
Board of Commissioners this 6th day 
of December 2025.

Amanda Usher County 
Administrator

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on January 1, 2026

_____________________________
ISANTI COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS 2026 ANNUAL 
COUNTY BOARD MEETING

Public Notice is hereby given 
that the Isanti County Board of 
Commissioners has set the 2026 
Annual County Board meeting for 
Tuesday, January 6, 2026, beginning 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Isanti County 
Board Room of the Isanti County 
Government Center, 555 18th Ave 
SW, Cambridge, Minnesota 55008. 
The schedule for the remainder of 
the year will be determined at this 
meeting.

By order of the Isanti County 
Board of Commissioners this 16th 
day of December 2025.

Amanda Usher County 
Administrator

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on January 1, 2026

_____________________________
ISANTI COUNTY BOARD 

OF COMMISSIONERS 2026 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MEETING
Public Notice is hereby given 

that the Isanti County Board of 
Commissioners will hold the first 
Committee of the Whole Meeting 
of the 2025 calendar year at 
9:00 a.m. on January 13, 2026. 

The meeting will be held in the 
Isanti County Board Room of the 
Isanti County Government Center, 
555 18th Avenue SW, Cambridge, 
Minnesota, 55008. The schedule for 
the remainder of the year will be 
determined at this meeting.

By order of the Isanti County 
Board of Commissioners this 16th 
day of December 2025.

Amanda Usher County 
Administrator

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on January 1, 2026

_____________________________
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

CONTINUATION ON THE 
NORTHWEST OLD TOWN 

STREET AND UTILITY 
IMPROVEMENTS

Notice is hereby given that the 
City Council will meet at North 
Branch City Hall, located at 6408 
Elm Street, North Branch, MN at 
7:00 p.m. on January 13, 2026, to 
consider the making of Northwest 
Old Town Street and Utility 
Improvements, an improvement 
to Cedar Street (Elmwood Terrace 
Apartments to Branch Ave), Elm 
Street (Oakview Ave to 8 th Ave), 10 
th Avenue (TH 95 to Cedar Ave), 11 
th Avenue (Elm St to Cedar St) and 
12 th Avenue (TH 95 to Cedar St), 
pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 429.011 
to 429.111. The area proposed to 
be assessed for such improvements 
are the properties that have access 
and benefit from the proposed 
improvement. The estimated cost 
of the assessable improvement is 
$539,100; the total estimated project 
cost is $5,547,000. A reasonable 
estimate of the impact of the 
assessment will be available at the 
hearing. Such persons desiring to be 
heard with reference to the proposed 
improvement will be heard at this 
meeting.

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on January 1, 8, 

2026
_____________________________

PUBLIC HEARING
The City of Harris City Council 

will be having a public hearing to 
consider water and sewer extension 
to I35 on January 12, 2026 at 7pm.  
The project under consideration 
starts at approximately 300 feet west 
of Garden Ave and ends at east side 
of I35.  Those not able to be present 
at this meeting should submit their 
opinions in writing to the Harris City 
Clerk, 43970 Ginger Ave, Harris 
MN, or email the clerk at Clerk@
harrismn.com prior to the hearing.

Additional information is available 
from the city office during normal 
business hours. The public is invited 
to comment during the hearing or 

provide written comments at or 
prior to the hearing. All persons 
desiring to be heard with reference 
to the proposal will be heard at this 
meeting.

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on January 1, 2026

PROBATE
STATE OF MINNESOTA COUNTY 

OF ISANTI DISTRICT COURT 
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No.: 30-PR-25-107
In Re: Estate of Rosemary Lou 

Carpenter a/k/a Rose Mary Lou 
Carpenter, Decedent.

NOTICE OF AND ORDER FOR 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
DETERMINATION OF DESCENT

Gary L. Carpenter (“Petitioner”) 
has filed a Petition for Determination 
of Descent.

It is Ordered that on January 27, 
2026, at 3:20 p.m., a hearing will be 
held, remotely via Zoom, in this Court 
at 555 18th Ave. SW, Cambridge, 
Minnesota, on the petition.

The petition represents that the 
Decedent died intestate more than 
three (3) years ago leaving property 
in Minnesota. The petition requests 
the Court, determine the descent 
of such property, and assign the 
property to the persons entitled.

Any objections to the petition must 
be raised at the hearing or filed with 
the Court prior to the hearing. If the 
petition is proper and no objections 
are filed or raised, the petition will 
be granted.

Notice shall be given by publishing 
this Notice and Order as provided by 
law and by:

Mailing a copy of this Notice and 
Order to each interested person by 
United States mail at least 14 days 
before the time set for the hearing.

Publishing this Notice and Order 
in accordance with Minn. Stat. § 
524.1-401(3).

BY THE COURT
Dated: December 11, 2025
/s/ Carrie A. Doom
Judge of District Court
Dated: December 11, 2025
/s/ Erin Boettcher
Court Administrator
LINDBERG LAW OFFICE, P.A.
Grant W. Lindberg
MN# 347644
100 Buchanan St. N., Suite 2
Cambridge, MN 55008
Telephone: (763) 689-6896
Facsimile: (763) 689-6819
e-mail: grant@lindberglawoffice.

com
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 

County STAR on January 1, 8, 
2026

CHISAGO COUNTY COURT REPORT
The following felony charges were fi led in Chisago County 

Court on Dec. 21 - 27. All individuals are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty.

Dylan Patrick Beehler (DOB 06/09/1996) of East Bethel, was 
charged Dec. 23 with Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia residual - Not cannabis/hemp.

Lisa Marie Bergstrom (DOB 08/10/1978) of Coon Rapids, was 
charged Dec. 23 with Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia residual - Not cannabis/hemp.

Laverle Rodell Mays (DOB 09/08/1980) of Minneapolis, was 
charged Dec. 26 with Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia residual - Not cannabis/hemp.

The Minnesota Department of Commerce today 
announced $5.3 million in grant awards to improve 
the resilience of Minnesota’s electric grid against 
severe weather events, malicious physical attacks, 
and cyber threats. The State Grid Resilience Grant 
Program is fully state-funded and administered by 
Commerce. It is part of a suite of 2023 legislative 
session initiatives to enhance the reliability, safety, 
and modernization of Minnesota’s energy infra-
structure.

The grants, established through 2023 Chapter 60, 
Article 12, Section 72 of state legislation, provide up 
to $250,000 per project to municipal and cooperative 
electric utilities to strengthen their local distribu-
tion systems, increase capacity and reduce power 
outages.

In total, 28 applicants were selected to receive 
funding, including 13 municipal utilities, 13 electric 
cooperatives, the Minnesota Municipal Utilities 
Association (MMUA) and Minnesota Rural Elec-

tric Association (MREA). As of this release, all 28 
awardees have projects moving forward across 
Minnesota.

“This program demonstrates how state-led invest-
ments can make a real difference for communities,” 
said Commerce Commissioner Arnold. “By upgrad-
ing local power systems - often by undergrounding 
lines in areas vulnerable to storms - we’re helping 
ensure Minnesotans have reliable, resilient electric-
ity for years to come.”

Many funded projects focus on undergrounding 
power lines in areas prone to storm damage, replac-
ing aging infrastructure, increasing power capacity 
for development and improving local grid opera-
tions. One grantee, Clearwater-Polk Electric Co-op, 
for example, was able to move immediately from 
storm recovery into a permanent undergrounding 
project after Commerce expedited its contract, 
avoiding the need for temporary power poles to 
restore power. - MN DOC

Commerce Awards $5.3 Million to Strengthen 
Local Electric Grid Resilience Across the State
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(Or I will call you)

on Friday, January 9 to get...

Full Page
for only 
$601

1/2 Page
for only 
$313

Add color at 50% OFF - 
Only $60 More

Add color at 50% OFF - 
Only $40 More

You can buy as many ads as you like, but your 
ad will run after Friday, Jan. 9 and on/before 

Mar. 7, 2026.
Your 50% OFF Ad will run in the Star!

Call on Jan. 9, 2026
Kellie 651-407-1237

sales@countystar.com
If I don’t hear from you I will be calling!

Not Kidding — Call Kellie 
ONE DAY ONLY

Friday, Jan. 9, 2026

9am to 3pm
I SA N T I - C H I SAG OI SA N T I - C H I SAG O

All ads include Digital Boost.

CLASSIFIEDS & EMPLOYMENTCLASSIFIEDS & EMPLOYMENTCLASSIFIEDS & EMPLOYMENT
102

Services

115
Heating & Cooling

150
Help Wanted

201
Child Care

301
Farm Misc

351
Antiques

358
Firewood

362
Miscellaneous

452
Rentals/
Residential

501
Real Estate

Wanted
16-Inch  seasoned,
mixed hardwood. Two
cord  loads  $475.  20-
inch  outdoor  stove
wood,  mixed  hard-
woods.  Two  cord
loads $450. Two cord
loads 16” birch or oak
$475. Delivery charge
over  25  miles.  320-
679-1815.

Designs by Jeff: Cus-
tom airbrushing, vehi-
cle wraps, fleet graph-
ics, signs, logo de-
signs. Over 35 years
of experience. De-
signsByJeff.com 763-
443-3135

Recently married
Army Veteran looking
to buy 10+ acres to
build a home or pur-
chase an existing
home to raise a fami-
ly. Preferred location
Isanti or Chisago
County. Call or text
651-278-5882

Looking for that per-
fect gift for an anniver-
sary or birthday?
Think about giving a
subscription to the
Kanabec County
Times. Call our office
today (320)679-2661
to start delivery – we
accept Visa or Master-
card!

Park Forest Estates:
55+  Community  in
Mora,  2br/2ba  and
2br/1.5ba  units  avail-
able  now.  Call  320-
679-5610

23  acres of  tillable
farmland  for  lease
North  of  Brook  Park.
Previously  planted
with  alfalfa  and  soy
beans. $60/acre. Kyle
612-325-2527

Antiques  Wanted.
Agates, jewelry, primi-
tives, German military,
Coleman  lanterns,
fishing,  hunting,
stained  glass,  art
glass,  silver,  coins,
cast  iron  pans.  651-
238-0909, Gary, Mora,
MN.

Terry's Firewood 16”
mixed  hardwood,  16”
red  oak,  also  boiler
wood size. Free deliv-
ery in Mora, Hinckley,
Pine  City  area.  763-
220-9308 anytime.

Central Boilers.
Classic Edge Titanium
HDX EPA certified
OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. $2,000
Tax Credit. Prices as
low as $230 per
month! Call
Rasmussen
Construction Inc. 612-
805-2362.

Alterations and cloth-
ing  repairs,  25  years
experience.  320-396-
4152  Contact  Rose-
mary.  Braham 

Deb's Tiny Tots 
experience. Infant 
thru school ages. 
Certified CPR/First
Aid. Braham. 
763-333-4990.

Buying  sports  card
collections  call  Tom
612-701-7396

White Bear Country
Inn is hiring a PT

Front desk clerk. Send
resume to

Jschoen@White-
BearCountryInn.com
or call 651*/272*3783

White Bear Country
Inn is hiring a laundry

attendant for Sat &
Sun and a P/T Front

desk clerk. Send 
resume to

Jschoen@White-
BearCountryInn.com
or call 651*/272-3783

Inside Sales Representative

If interested, please submit resume to Je	  Andres, Publisher
je	 @northstarmedia.net.

Inside Sales RepresentativeInside Sales Representative

If interested, please submit resume to Je	  Andres, Publisher

Northstar Media is looking for a motivated person who 
likes to work with customers over the phone as an Inside 
Sales Rep. Mon, Tue, Wed, 20-25 hours per week in the 

Cambridge o�  ce. Responsibilities include classifi ed ad sales, 
service and church directory ad sales, and special page/
section ad sales in the Isanti-Chisago County Star, Pine 

City Pioneer, North Pine County News, 
Kanabec County Times and 
Advertiser as well as being able 

to sell into other newspapers, 
shoppers and online. Must have 

strong phone skills, be able 
to multitask, be good with 
computers and have strong 

organizational skills.
Wage is $16-18/hour. 

Possible full time position 
for the right candidate.

Water Resources 
Manager

Coordinates activities and budgets for the Lower 
St. Croix Comprehensive Watershed Management 
Plan, County Water Plan Policy Team, Aquatic In-

vasive Species prevention aid program and annual 
Children’s Water Festival; administers the seasonal 

AIS inspector hiring process.  Bachelor’s degree 
and considerable experience, or a combination of 
equivalent education and experience in water re-
sources, natural resource management, planning, 

environmental studies, 
or an equivalent.  

$45.34 to $59.70 DOQ.

Apply online at www.chisagocountymn.gov
 by January 19, 2026.

The City of Mora is accepting applications for a full-time City 
Administrator. The ideal candidate will have a master’s degree 
in public administration, or related field plus two-years public-
sector Administration experience or an equivalent combination 
of education and experience su� icient to perform the essential 

functions of the position. Starting salary $105,019-$119,350 annually, 
depending on qualifications.

We provide competitive wages, with a comprehensive low-
cost benefits package, sick leave, vacation, 13 paid holidays, 

PERA, wellness events, employee recognition, and a great work 
environment that promotes a lasting career.

For more information about our community and the position, 
please visit our website at www.ci.mora.mn.us>employment. You 

may also obtain the required application packet at City Hall 
located at: 101 Lake St. S, Mora, MN 55051. Contact Joe Kohlgraf at 

joe.kohlgraf@cityofmora.com or 320-225-4806 with questions.

The City of Mora is an equal opportunity employer.

Application 
Deadline 

is Jan. 18, 2026. 

CITY OF MORA — EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

City Administrator

Place an ad today!
Call 763.689.1181 or email 
sales@countystar.com to  

place a classified ad!

Classifi eds
763.689.1181

www.isanti-chisagocountystar.com
Scan Here to Place 
Your Classifi eds Ad

WWW.NAMEWEBSITE.COM • 000.000.0000

The Somersville Press
CLASSIFIEDS

Recycle Your Stuff for
Cash in the Classifieds

Call or
go online

to browse,
buy or
sell!

Call or
go online

to browse,
buy or

sell!

TIRED OF 
SEARCHING 

FOR BUYERS?
Placing a classified ad is an easy 

and affordable way to make your 
wares the focus of attention 

among potential buyers.
What are you waiting for?

Contact us today!
Isanti-Chisago County Star

763.689.1181 
sales@countystar.com

You’ve Got It!
Somebody 

Wants It!
Sell it in the 
classifieds -
651-407-1237 or email 
sales@countystar.com

GET
NOTICED.
Reach potential 
customers easily
with a display ad.

TO PLACE AN AD
CALL OR STOP IN!
Isanti-Chisago County 
Star 651-407-1237

OR EMAIL 
sales@countystar.comPLACE A CLASSIFIED TODAY

763.689.1181


