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LIVING ON A PRAYER: North Branch Theatre Department puts on heavenly spring musical. PAGE 9
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FREE LOCAL WASTE SOLUTIONS 

r6fB,1L,;• 
YOUR RELIABLE SMALL 
TOWN TRASH HAULER 

Call Us Today! 
763. 757. 7100
www.lepageandsons.com 

� -----------------

763-689-3593
c21moline.com

$244,900 $159,900$647,900 $319,000

610 Whiskey Rd NW #227, Isanti
2-bed, 1-bath north-facing Rum River 

Condo. In-unit laundry, secured entrance & 
heated garage. 

NEW
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PRICE
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763-689-3593
c21moline.com

763-689-3593
c21moline.com

763-689-3593
c21moline.com

763-689-3593
c21moline.com

1209 1/2 7th Ave N, Princeton
Gorgeous 3BR/2BA on a large half acre lot 

with stunning remodeled kitchen with 
Cambria countertops

5201 277th Ave NE, Isanti 
5BR, 3.5BA on 20 acres, updates, pond 
views, � replace, heated garage, 30x56 

pole barn.

26891 Legend St, Mora 
2 BR Knife Lake cabin. Fully furnished & 
updated. OPEN HOUSE – 5/3/2024: 4:30 

PM – 6:30 PM

Isanti Street 
Dances undergoes 

minor changes
BY BILL STICKELS III

EDITOR@COUNTYSTAR.COM

The city of Isanti’s popular street dances will once again 
be among the most anticipated events of the summer for 
residents and visitors. This year’s series features nearly the 
same formula as in the past but with a couple of alterations.

A couple of years ago, the street dances were re-dubbed 
“Street Dance/Amp it Up” as at least one of the monthly 
concerts was moved to Bluebird Park to take advantage of 
the new amphitheater built at the park. This year, two of the 
concerts will be held downtown, with two others being held 
in Bluebird Park.

The other “change” is only one of the four performing acts 
that have appeared as part of the street dances in recent 
history. The series kicks off on June 15 with the band Rustic, 
whose music varies from country to classic rock, according 
to the band’s Facebook page. 

July 27 will feature the only repeat performers in the band 
Skitzofonik taking the stage in Bluebird Park as the fi rst of 
the two “Amp It Up” concerts. The band last performed as 
part of the street dance series in 2022 and 2021.

The second of the downtown street dances will be held on 
Aug. 10, featuring the band Revved Up!. Like many of the 
bands that grace the Isanti stage, Revved Up! covers popular 
hit songs from throughout the decades. 

There will be no concerts in September this year, to set up 
the biggest change in the series. On Oct 5, the Joe Stamm 
Band will perform in Bluebird Park, featuring according to 
their website a “black dirt country rock sound.” This event 
will run from 6 to 11 p.m. and feature The Happy Trucker 
Show as a DJ leading up to the band. This event will also 
have an Oktoberfest theme, including an expanded beer 
menu that will include one traditionally served at Oktober-
fest events.

If all goes well with this last event, the Isanti City Council 
has shown an interest in expanding it into a more full-scale 
Oktoberfest event.

The fi rst three concerts will start at the traditional 7 p.m. 
time and go until 11 p.m. All dates will also include a variety 
of food trucks and a beer wagon on site. In case of inclement 
weather, the downtown concerts may be moved to Bluebird 
Park, or any of them may be canceled.

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT SERIES
For the second year, the city of Isanti is sponsoring a series 

of family entertainment on Tuesday nights in Bluebird Park, 
with one event having to be moved to Wednesday due to the 
Primary election. That one will be on Wednesday, Aug. 14.

 The remaining Tuesday dates include June 11, June 25, 
July 30, and Aug. 27. Each event will begin at 5 p.m. with 
some sort of interactive activity such as a book crawl or kids 
games. The main performers will take the stage around 6 
p.m. There will also be food trucks on-site for each of these 
events.

The exact performers at these events will be announced 
via the city of Isanti’s website and Facebook page on May 15.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

The “Babyface Bentti Gang” behind bars
Candi and Brent Lund pose with their grandson Bentti Nordlund in the “jail” during the Isanti County Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon’s Dinner and Dance fundraiser, which this year featured a Speakeasy theme. For more 
photos from the event, see page 2.

BY MOLLY WHELAN
NEWS@COUNTYSTAR.COM

North Branch may be without a permanent 
city administrator until the end of the year, 
the mayor confi rmed as the council approved 
a request for proposals to hire an executive 
search fi rm.

The approved RFP, with a submission 
deadline of May 22, sets a contract award date 
of June 11, and Mayor Kevin Schieber said 
the League of Minnesota Cities estimates the 
search process to take an average of four to six 
months.

The city posted the RFP to its website in 
addition to the LMC’s RFP marketplace. The 
council also approved directly soliciting seven 
fi rms, including Baker Tilly US, LLP.

Time will tell whether council members 
Kelly Neider and Peter Schaps’ preference for 
a less “powerful,” coordinator-style position 
will prevail, as the RFP requires meetings 
with city staff, council and other stakeholders 
to “develop a position profi le.”

The mayor favors continuing the “historic” 
role of the city administrator.

City Administrator search crawls along, 
may not be resolved before 2025

SEE NORTH BRANCH, PAGE 8 
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Tree Removal /Trimming • Stump Grinding
Limb Removal • Emergency Service • Full Service Haul Away

Call Now
612-706-8210

NEED A TREE DROPPED BUT, 
NOT HAULED? SAVE BIG $$$

MATT’SMATT’S
tree servicetree service

Certifi ed Arborist • Owner Operated • Locally owned
Bonded, Insured and Licensed

RE/MAX ADVANTAGE PLUS
Meghan Rudnitski
The Minnesota Real Estate Team
The #1 Real Estate Team in Minnesota
612.703.6444
mnrealestateteam.com

GET 
INVOLVED 

TODAY!

Lucia Mannie
$1,000 BONUS OFFER!

Use reference code 
Isanti-Chisago for 

$1000 of additional free 
advertising with the 
code per-email when 

you sign up for our ERTC 
consulting services

Promotional offer: some restrictions apply. 
Easy Tax Credits not responsible for 

fulfi llment of promotional offer.

Business owners:
Don’t leave money on the table.

Be sure you choose an expert to 
help with your ERTC claim.
The Employee Retention Tax Credit (ERTC) is one 
of the best kept secrets around and was recently 
expanded to benefi t more businesses. Even if you 
received a PPP loan, you can still qualify for this 
Covid-19 benefi t for up to $26,000 per employee. 
We’ve helped thousands of businesses claim 
hundreds of millions of dollars in ERTC funds. 

Book a free, no
obligation phone 
call with the expert 
lawyers and 
accountants at 
Easy Tax Credits 
today!

EasyTaxCredits.com
Phone: 1-234-CREDITS

$1,000 BONUS OFFER!
Use reference code Quad for $1000 
 of additional free advertising with 
the code per-email when you sign up 

for our ERTC consulting services

Promotional offer: some restrictions apply. Easy Tax Credits not responsible for fulfillment of promotional offer.

Business owners:
Don’t leave money on the table.
Be sure you choose an expert to help with your ERTC claim.
The Employee Retention Tax Credit (ERTC) is one of the best kept  secrets around and was recently 
expanded to benefit more businesses. Even if you received a PPP loan, you can still qualify for this 
Covid-19 benefit for up to $26,000 per employee. We’ve helped thousands of businesses claim 
hundreds of millions of dollars in ERTC funds. 

Book a free, no
obligation phone call 
with the expert lawyers 
and accountants at 
Easy Tax Credits today!

advertising with the 
code per-email when 

you sign up for our ERTC 
consulting services

Promotional offer: some restrictions apply. 
Easy Tax Credits not responsible for 

Easy Tax Credits 
today!

Beyond the Yellow Ribbon fundraiser brings back prohibition era

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Attendees of the Isanti County Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon Dinner & Dance had to 
gain entry by knocking on the door and 
giving a password.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Members of the Cambridge-Isanti US Navy 
Sea Cadets helped serve dinner and mod-
eled desserts that were auctioned o� .

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Alvin “Creepy” Karpis, portrayed by Bruce 
Danielson, retold the story of when the 
Ma Barker Gang raided Cambridge in 1932.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

The winners of the costume contests pose in front of the Isanti County Historical Society’s 
1929 Ford Model A that was on display for the event.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

The duo Fendrick & Peck entertained the gathering with some era-specifi c music.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Many attendees fully em-
braced the speakeasy theme. 

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

The DJ music might not have been anywhere close to 
era-specifi c featuring several “modern day” tunes, but 
nobody on the dance fl oor seemed to mind.

LIKE 
US ON 

FACEBOOK!

Isanti-Chisago County Star
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ABOUTABOUTABOUT&
MON, WED & FRI

Exercise with Connie
At the Chisago Coun-

ty Senior Center 38790 
6th Ave., North Branch. 
From 10:30-11:30 a.m.

MON & WED
500 Cards

At the Chisago County 
Senior Center 38790 6th 
Ave., North Branch at 
12:45 p.m.

MON & THUR
Alcoholics Anonymous 

7p.m. Main Street 
Church 6500 Main 
Street, North Branch, 
MN. Enter east door. 
Informational Hotline is 
763-312-1088

MON - FRI
Senior Dining

North Branch, Chisago 
County Senior Center 
11:45 a.m. Diners need to 
pre-register at least one 
day in advance by call-
ing 651-674-1956 between 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. A 
completed annual regis-
tration form is required 
before dining. 

MONDAYS
Al-anon Family Groups
From 7 to 8 p.m. at Ac-

cess Church, 4359 392nd 
Street. Free childcare is 
provided. Visit minneso-
tanorth-al-anon.org.

Bridge
1 to 3 p.m. at the Cam-

bridge SAC, 140 Buchan-
an St, Cambridge

Scrabble (2nd Monday)
10 a.m. to Noon at the 

Cambridge SAC, 140 Bu-
chanan St, Cambridge

ACA (Adult children of 
Alcoholics ) and dysfunc-

tional families
7 p.m. at Cambridge 

Lutheran Church , 
621 Old Main St N, 
Cambridge Mn 55008 
For more information 
contact Rebecca at 612-
702-2844 or CoraJayne  
612-210-1605

Mahjong
Noon to 3 p.m. at Cam-

bridge SAC, 140 Buchan-
an St, Cambridge

TUES & THURS
Boxing for Those w/Par-

kinson’s
Tuesdays and Thurs-

days at 10:15 a.m. and 5 
p.m. at 115 Adams Street 
South, Cambridge. For 
more information, call 

763-221-6883.

Senior Dining 
Braham Event Cen-

ter at 11:45 a.m. Diners 
need to pre-register at 
least one day in advance 
by calling 651-674-1956 
between 10 a.m. and 1 
p.m. A completed annu-
al registration form is 
required before dining. 

Senior Dining
Rush City Community 

Center 11:30 a.m. Diners 
need to pre-register at 
least one day in advance 
by calling 320-358-3611 
between 10 a.m. and 1 
p.m. A completed annu-
al registration form is 
required before dining. 

Sr Exercise in a Chair
10 a.m. at the Rush 

City Community Center

TUESDAYS 
Knitting Night

Come stitch at North 
Branch Library from 
6:30 to 7:45 p.m. All forms 
of needlework welcome. 
Materials provided or 
bring your own.

A Memory Café 
Meets the fi rst Tuesday 

of each month from 10 - 
11:30 a.m Heritage Center 
at GracePointe Crossing, 
322 River Hills Place 
North Cambridge, MN

Braham Parkinson’s 
Support

7 p.m. on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 
Braham Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, 905 Cen-
tral Drive W., Braham. 
For more information 
call Lonnie Anderson at 
612-423-1863.

Alzheimer’s Support
Meets the third Tues-

day of each month from 
10-11 a.m. at GracePointe 
Heritage Center, 322 
River Hills Place North, 
Cambridge. For info 
contact Lyndsey Larson 
at 763-691-6172.

Music
At the Chisago County 

Senior Center 38790 6th 
Ave., North Branch Area 
musicians and vocalists 
donate their time and 
talents to provide music 
before the meal 11:15 
a.m. 

Dominos
At the Chisago County 

Senior Center 38790 6th 
Ave North Branch at 10 
a.m.

PrimeTime Singers 
1:30 p.m. in the Choir 

Room at Cambridge 
Lutheran Church. All 
community seniors, 
60+ who like to sing in 
a choir, are welcome to 
attend. There is no audi-
tion needed and no fee to 
join. Call 612-619-2111 for 
more information.  

Dominoes
10 a.m. to Noon at the 

Cambridge SAC

Hand & Foot 
12:30 to 3 p.m. at the 

Cambridge SAC

Square Dancing Lessons
6:45-8:30pm. They’ll be 

at the Isanti Intermedi-
ate School. This is a low 
impact exercise that’s 
good for the mind and 
body. Call Kim at 612-
961-8128 or Community 
Ed 763-689-6189

South Dakota State 
University “Jack Rabbits” 

Alumni and Friends
Meets second Tuesday 

of each month from 6:3 
to 8 p.m. at Club Lounge 
Grace Pointe Crossing 
1545 River Hills Drive 
NW, Cambridge. Come 
visit and reminisce.

WEDNESDAYS
Cribbage

9 to 11 a.m. at the Cam-
bridge SAC, 140 Buchan-
an St, Cambridge

Wizard
11 a.m. to noon at the 

Cambridge SAC, 140 Bu-

chanan St, Cambridge

Pinochle
12:30 to 3 p.m. at the 

Cambridge SAC

Mahjong
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the 

Cambridge SAC, 140 Bu-
chanan St, Cambridge

DivorceCare 
6:30 – 8 p.m., Jan. 24 – 

May 8, in the Fireside 
Rm and follows the same 
schedule as the kids/
student programming. 
Families with children 
K-12 are encouraged 
to utilize our kids and 
student ministry op-
tions. Call First Baptist 
Church, 304 Main Street 
South, Cambridge to 
register at 763.689.1173. 

THURSDAYS
East Central Baby Cafe
Free drop-in breast-

feeding support from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
the upper-level confer-
ence room at the Adult 
Enrichment Center, 540 
5th Ave NW, Cambridge, 
MN. For more informa-
tion, call 763-689-1711.

Cambridge-Edgewood AFG
Cambridge-Edgewood 

Al-Anon Family Group 
meets from 7-8 p.m. at 
Cambridge Lutheran 
Church, 621 Old Main 
Street N. Visit minneso-
tanorth-al-anon.org for 
more information.

Parkinson’s Support Group
Third Thursday of the 

month – 1-2:30 p.m. Walk-

er Methodist Levande, 
2011 6th Lane SE, Cam-
bridge, MN for more info 
call 763-325-0100

Bingo
At the Chisago County 

Senior Center 38790 6th 
Ave North Branch at 
10a.m.

Hand and Foot
At the Chisago County 

Senior Center 38790 6th 
Ave North Branch at 
12:30p.m.

500
12:30 to 3 p.m. at the 

Cambridge SAC, 140 Bu-
chanan St, Cambridge

Bunco (Third Thursday)
10 a.m. to Noon at the 

Cambridge SAC, 140 Bu-
chanan St, Cambridge

ACA  Adult Children of 
Alcoholics/ Dysfunctional 

Families Meeting
7 p.m. at Access 

Church, 4359 392nd St, 
North Branch.  For more 
information call 612-251-
6556 or email acanorth-
branch@gmail.com

FRIDAYS
Cribbage

12:45 p.m. at the Chisa-
go County Senior Center 
38790 6th Ave., North 
Branch.

MAY 4 
Braham Girl Scouts 5K 

color Run
This year we are 

going back to the 70’s and 
encourage participants 
to come dressed in their 
best 70’s wear - hippie, 
disco, skater, etc. There 
will be fun photo oppor-
tunities and prizes for 
best and most creative 
costumes. Money raised 
will benefi t both local 
and council wide Girl 
Scouts. Register https://
www.eventcreate.com/e/
braham-girl-scouts-5k-
color-325925-64c048

Tables Around Town
A throw back event 

celebrating the 70s, 80s, 
& 90s that supports the 
Chisago County Senior/
Community Center. 
Doors open at 5 p.m. 
Join us for an evening of 
music, food, drawings, 
games, auctions and 
more. For more info 
contact raisetheroof4u@
gmail.com or contact 
Carol 612-616-5653 or 
Terry 651-238-6689

Let’s Go Fishing Breakfast 
and Silent Auction

8 to 11 a.m. at Main 
Street Church in North 
Branch, 6500 Main St, 
North Branch. Breakfast 
will be provided by the 
North Branch Lions and 
will include pancakes, 
sausage, coffee, milk and 
juice.  Free will offering. 
Raffl e to win a Children’s 
Four Wheeler donated by 
T&T Sports in Rush City. 
Limited tickets may still 
be available at breakfast. 
Drawing at 10:30 am. 
100’s of silent auctions 
items will be available 
for bidding. 

Spaghetti Feed & Open 
House

North Branch Fire 
Department, 37917 Forest 
Blvd., North Branch. 
1 p.m. until gone. $10 
adults, $5 kids 6-12, 5 and 
under free. All proceeds 
benefi t the North Branch 
Fire Dept.

MAY 5
Pancake Breakfast

Grandy Lions All you 
can eat pancake break-
fast from 8 a.m. to Noon 
at the Grandy Communi-
ty Center, 2749 County Rd 
6, Grandy, MN. Free will 
offering. All proceeds 
benefi t local community 
projects.

MAY 8
Red Cross Blood Drive 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
North Branch American 
Legion Hall, 6439 Elm 
Street, in North Branch. 
Appointments can be 
made at RedCrossBlood.
org, or by calling 1-800-
733-2767. Walk-ins will 
be accepted if they can 
be accommodated in a 
timely fashion.

MAY 9
Monthly Isanti County 

Master Gardener Seminar
Plant problem diagno-

sis/treatment the easy 
way.6:30pm at Cambridge 
Public Library, 111 N. 
Dellwood St., Cambridge. 
Learn how to use your 
smartphone and technol-
ogy to help aid you in the 
diagnosis and treatment 
for any plant problem. 

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

On May 4 Let’s Go Fishing will hold a breakfast and silent 
auction at Main Street Church in North Branch to raise money 
for this summer’s excursions.

BY KRISTE ERICSSON
KAERICSSON411@GMAIL.COM

Come join the East Central Grad Band and East 
Central Chorale in a “Salute to America” concert on 
Sunday, May 19 at 2 p.m. in the Hardy Performing 
Arts Center at Cambridge -Isanti High School.

The East Central Grad Band will perform patriot-
ic songs and marches, including two medleys from 

movies inspired by the two World Wars. Featured 
will be The East Central Chorale under the direction 
of Charles Moe, with a closing combined performance 
by the Band and Choir of Irving Berlin’s “God Bless 
America”, followed by “Taps”, played by the East 
Central Grad Band’s brass section

Treat yourself to this free performance by talented 
musicians from East Central Minnesota. Donations 

are always cheerfully accepted. You may be inspired 
to join the East Central Grad Band when it starts up 
again in September 2024 for its fall/winter season. 
No matter what, be sure to put the Sunday, May 19 
performance on your calendar, and invite family and 
friends. You won’t regret it.

For more information contact Lynn Wedlund, East 
Central Band Director, 763-689-4121.

East Central Grad Band, East Central Chorale present 
“Salute to America”
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A
s a fan of a wide variety of sports, I often notice little 
quirks and idiosyncrasies about a given sport and 
wonder why it is done. Most of the time they are rel-
atively benign. One example of this is why do tennis 

players need to apologize to their opponent for getting a 
lucky bounce over the net? Compounding 
this question is when you compare tennis 
to volleyball, where a lucky bounce over the 
net is joyously celebrated.

One of these quirks that is a little more 
than just a curiosity is: Why do basketball 
games always have players benches so close 
to the playing area?

For those who might not pay attention 
to this, take a look at any level game and 
you will see the players sitting maybe two 
or three feet away from the sideline. It is 
so skinny of an area often coaches who 
are always pacing the sideline are literally 
standing on the playing court. If a player 
has to inbound the ball in front of one of the 
benches, their heels are inches away from 
the toes of the bench players.

Compounding this is NBA games, where people shell out 
major dollars to sit courtside. That in itself does explain why 
NBA teams do it. If they were to move everyone back even a 
few feet they would be sacrifi cing thousands of dollars each 
game.

But how about venues such as high schools? Why do they 
place the chairs so close to the action? This question was 
brought to light this past season at a few Bluejacket games. 
Due to a mechanical malfunction, the bleachers on the same 
side of the gym as the player’s benches wouldn’t extend all 
the way out. This left about a 15 to 20-foot gap between the 
fi rst row and the court. But rather than take advantage of 
the temporary extra legroom, the player’s benches and scor-
er’s table were in the exact same place as they always were.

Was it arranged that way without even thinking about it? 
Or was it more along the lines of this has always been the 
way it is confi gured? If it was the latter, then that isn’t ex-
actly true. During the one COVID season, not only was each 
chair spaced out from each other, but the entire “bench area” 
was set back several feet from the court. To my recollection, 
that part of the confi guration didn’t hinder coaches from 
coaching or lessen the quality of play.

I get that in some of the smaller schools such as Braham 
the player’s benches are the fi rst row of bleachers, so it would 
be hard to change. But it still creates a “chicken or the egg” 
question: When under construction, was it there was no way 
to make the gym any wider, or was it the architects just fi g-
ured they would never need or want more than three to fi ve 
feet for a “safety zone”?

The reason this has come to the forefront of my mind is 
during Sunday’s Minnesota Timberwolves game, head coach 
Chris Finch tore his patellar tendon after getting run over 
by a player. Sure, it wasn’t a life-threatening injury. But 
you never know when something really, really bad might 
happen. Just look at baseball and hockey. It took a death at a 
hockey game and serious injury at a baseball game for those 
major leagues to add or extend safety netting. My advice is 
that basketball not wait for a bigger tragedy to put safety 
over profi ts or “tradition.”

BILL STICKELS III is editor of the Isanti-Chisago County Star. He can be directly 
reached at 651-407-1245, through our main o�  ce number at 763-689-1181, ext. 156 or 
editor@countystar.com.

Safety should 
come before all 

else in basketball

Worth a 
Thousand 

Words
Bill

Stickels III

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

An Appeal to Heaven
Dear editor,

Come-on folks, it is almost too late to restore 
America to its greatness. It isn’t going to happen 
by them, but by Me. Each of us must assume our 

responsibility-prayer to the God of this nation.
So please join with us on Sunday evening, May 

5th, 5 p.m. at Grace Gospel Church in Grandy..  
Bob Lex

For Concerned Citizens

LETTER GUIDELINES

The Isanti-Chisago County Star
encourages readers to share their 
viewpoints of community issues by 
writing Letters to the Editor.  Publish-
ing decisions are made on questions of 
free speech, good taste, public interest 
and public sensitivity.

The Star reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy, clarity, libel and civility 
and reserves the right not to pub-
lish a letter or to hold a letter to a 
later edition. Personal complaints or 
attacks, plagiarized material, religious 
treatises or submissions from orga-
nized letter-writing campaigns will not 
be published. 

GUIDELINES FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS
• Letters must be submitted by noon 

Tuesdays to editor@countystar.com 
or via mail to 930 S. Cleveland St., 
Cambridge MN 55008. The Star re-
serves the right to extend its dead-
line in the interest of timeliness of 
letters and/or space availability. 

• Letters to the editor must be 400 
words or less.

• Each letter writer may have one 
letter published every 30 days, or 
four print cycles. 

• Anonymous letters will not be 
published. Letter signatures must 
include the writer’s fi rst and last 
name, community of residence and 
phone number. Phone numbers will 
not be published.

• Only letters originating from writers 
who live, work or have some other 
relevance to the Star circulation 
area will be published. 

• An identifi cation line may be added 
to the writer’s letter identifying 
his or her occupation or title as it 
applies to the topic of the letter.

• Special rules apply during election 
season. 

PAID ENDORSEMENT POLICY
The County Star accepts election 

letters endorsing or advocating for 

or against a ballot measure, party 
or candidate as paid advertising 
announcements. The fee is $25 for 
the fi rst 250 words, plus 10 cents per 
additional word; no word limit. This 
policy is only in e� ect during election 
season (from the candidate fi ling date 
through election day.)

Like other letters to the editor, the 
writer’s name, address and phone 
number are required. Phone numbers 
are not published. The Star has the 
right to reject letters which don’t 
meet publishing standards and will 
determine if the letter qualifi es as a 
paid endorsement. 

Paid letters will be identifi ed with a 
label and may or may not appear on 
the opinion/letters page.

For questions about the Star’s
policies on letters contact the editor 
at 763-689-1181 ext. 107 or editor@
countystar.com.

I SA N T I - C H I SAG O

Pickup your local Star for 
current news in your 

community and 
more!
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F
or several days a song titled 
“I Believe” kept popping up 
in my memory. I’m not sure 
why, but perhaps its things 

in our society 
that have been 
disturbing to 
me.

My wife Kathy 
looked up the 
words to the 
song:

I believe for 
every drop of 
rain that falls

A fl ower 
grows

I believe that 
somewhere 
in the darkest 
night

A candle 
glows

I believe for everyone who goes 
astray

Someone will come to show the 
way

I believe
I believe
I believe above the storm the 

smallest prayer
Will still be heard
I believe that someone in the 

great somewhere
Hears every word
Every time I hear a newborn 

baby cry
Or touch a leaf
Or see the sky
Then I know why
I believe
I believe
Frankie Laine’s original ver-

sion was recorded for Columbia 
Records on January 8, 1953.

It’s been a popular song, 
written by Ervin Drake, Irvin 
Abraham, Jack Mendelsohn and 
Al Stillman in 1953.

It was commissioned and in-
troduced by Jane Froman on her 
television show, and became the 
fi rst hit song ever introduced on 
television. Froman was troubled 
by the outbreak of the Kore-
an War in 1950 and asked the 
writers to compose a song that 
would offer hope and faith to the 
country. Laine’s recording spent 
18 non-consecutive weeks at the 
top of the UK Singles Chart.

In the US, Laine had a success-
ful version where it reached No. 
2, staying there for three weeks.

I hope the words cause you to 
refl ect on the world around us 
and you, too, will know why you 
believe.

PROUD HERITAGE
Whatever culture is in your 

heritage, very likely it can be 
described by certain foods used 
to celebrate.

In 1966 the Norske Torske 

Klubben was formed in St. Paul 
for Norwegian men to get togeth-
er for a monthly luncheon seven 
months of the year. Recently I 
was a guest for the lutefi sk lun-
cheon at the Inwood Oaks Event 
Center in Oakdale.

My good friend Lin Lindbeck 
is a past president of the club 
and hosts a table of friends and 
guests. It was a privilege to join 
them.

Today they have about 200 
members, but prior to the COVID 
pandemic they were at 300.

The guest speaker was Lorrie 
Nelson of the Minnesota DNR 
presenting a program on the 
trumpeter swans. The DNR wild-
life division developed a program 
to increase the swan population 
that was becoming extinct.

In 1982 the goal was to have 300 
swans in Minnesota. The current 
trumpeter swan population is 
estimated at over 30,000 based on 
a survey conducted in 2022.

The trumpeter swan mates 
for life and returns to the area 
where they were hatched.

In Minnesota swans have been 
released at the Carlos Avery 
Wildlife Management Area and 
the Tamarack Nature Center in 
White Bear Township.

The swans don’t all stay in 
Minnesota during the winter, 
but generally only migrate to 
central and southern Minnesota 
or nearby states. Some have been 
documented as wintering as far 
south as Arkansas, Kansas, Mis-
souri, Oklahoma and Texas.

The trumpeter swan is legally 
protected from hunting, but has 
been offi cially removed from the 
federal list of endangered and 
threatened species in 1999. They 
are still listed as a species of spe-
cial concern in Minnesota.

CELL PHONE SCAMS
Every day something comes 

across in cell phone messages 
that is very likely a scam. They 
attract with incentives. You have 
won prizes, you have this amount 
of money in gift certifi cates for 
you, and you must respond before 
midnight. The more time goes 
on, the more clever they become.

There are some very legitimate 
businesses that are offering some 
introductory offers or fi nancial 
incentives. I don’t trust those 
now either.

It’s best to trash messages if 
you don’t know where they came 
from or that you don’t have any 
relationship through any retail 
store or online service. Don’t give 
out any personal information.

GENE JOHNSON is Publisher Emeritus of Press 
Publications, owner of the Isanti-Chisago County Star. 
He can be reached at ppinfo@presspubs.com.

Songs live on in memories

About the 
Town

Gene 

Johnson

A
h, spring in Minnesota. As the tem-
perature rises, there’s something 
special about seeing kids burst out 
onto the playgrounds. It’s a reminder 

of how joyful and carefree 
life can be when we choose 
to be present with others- 
just for the fun of it.

A Superintendent col-
league from Sioux Falls, 
Jane Stavem, reminded me 
of how much we can learn 
from kids on the play-
ground. It’s all about living 
in the moment- climbing, 
swinging, and dreaming up 
all sorts of games.

Playgrounds are a place 
where kids jump in and 
have fun. Playgrounds are 
all about laughing together, 

playing games, and making awesome memo-
ries right then and there.

Here in Minnesota, as the seasons change 
and the days get longer, we’re given the per-
fect opportunity to refresh our routines and 
embrace the playground mindset.  It shows 
us how rewarding it can be to disconnect 
from devices to be present with others.This 
shift from digital to a playground mindset 
can be a welcome change.

Why not learn a thing or two from our kids 
on the playground? Take the Viking play-
ground challenge- whether it’s hitting the 
walking trails, exploring the Harder Park 
Disc Golf Course, trying out pickleball, or 
going for a bike ride, let’s experience the joy 
of being present with a Viking playground 
mindset—for us and for our kids.

SARA PAUL is superintendent of North Branch Area Public Schools. 
She can be reached at 651-674-1000 or spaul@isd138.org.

Take the Viking Playground Challenge

NB School 
News

Sara

Paul

Question: I am thinking 
about loading up the kayak 
onto the roof of my car. I 
know it needs to be properly 
secured but can you remind 
me what I need to do if it 
sticks out too far?

Answer: A load must not 
stick out more than three 
feet in front of the front 
wheels or bumper of any 
motor vehicle. If a load ex-
tends four feet or more from 
the rear of any vehicle, a 

red, yellow, or orange fl ag at least 16 inches 
square must be attached to the end of the 

load. At night, a red lantern or lamp, visible 
from a distance of at least 500 feet, must be 
attached to the end of the load. Passenger 
vehicles may not carry loads that extend 
beyond the line of the fenders on the left side 
and more than six inches beyond the fender 
line on the right side.

Happy kayaking, have fun and be safe.
A portion of state statutes were used with permission from 

the O�  ce of the Revisor of Statutes. If you have any questions 
concerning tra�  c related laws or issues in Minnesota, send 
your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol 
at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  (You 
can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.
grabow@state.mn.us).

Essential safety measures for 
car roof transport

red, yellow, or orange fl ag at least 16 inches 

Ask A 
Trooper

Jesse Grabow

Nominations for fi fth annual Readers’ Choice contest start now

L
ast year I wrote this column reminding readers 
that we had gotten complaints after the nomi-
nating phase closed in the past so they needed to 
make sure to go to our website and nominate. The 

response was huge as there was a 185% increase in 
the number of nominations over the 
previous year. So here we go again, 
the nomination period for the fi fth 
annual Reader’s Choice Best of the 
Star contest is NOW!

Between May 1 and May 19 we will 
be accepting nominations. This is 
your opportunity to support your fa-
vorite local business, artist, teacher, 
professional and more by nominating 
them in one of the over 125 categories 
divided up into eating and drinking, 
arts and entertainment, health and 
fi tness, local, services, shopping, and 
sports and recreation.

To nominate, simply go to www.isanti-chisagocoun-
tystar.com/bestof and recommend your favorite place 
or person. You can nominate once per day as many 
times as you like and you can nominate for one or all 
of the categories. The website also helps you with fi ll-
ing in the full name and address but please remember 
to be as complete as possible. For example, recom-
mend your favorite waitstaff person but be sure to 
include the name of the restaurant with their name so 
we know how to contact them if they are the winner.

The nomination period is short so make your nomi-
nations early. We will have promotional ads running 
in the newspaper, on social media, and online during 
that time to remind you to submit your nominations.

After the nomination period is over, we will go 
through each of the categories to select the fi ve busi-
nesses or people who have received the most nomina-
tions. We also will look at the nominations to make 
sure they are valid. Those categories that don’t not 
receive two or more nominations will not move on to 

the voting period.
The voting period for this year’s contest will take 

place July 10 through August 4. You will be able to go 
to the same website, countystar.com/bestof and see 
the fi ve fi nalists in each category. Vote for as many 
categories as you want. You are able to vote one time 
every 24 hours. The contest is online only, no paper 
ballots will be available.

The winners will be announced on October 3 in a 
printed version of the Isanti-Chisago County Star 
newspaper and online at countystar.com/bestof. Win-
ners receive a certifi cate to hang in their business 
and a window cling. You may have seen some of these 
in businesses from previous years or in advertise-
ments in the newspapers.

In 2023, there were 4,169 nominations entered for 
the Star contest compared to 1,462 in 2022. So you can 
see this is a very popular and fun contest!

Je�  Andres is the publisher of Northstar Media and Kanabec Publications. He can 
be reached at je� @northstarmedia.net.

From the 
Publisher

Je�  Andres

STAFF REPORT
NEW@COUNTYSTAR.COM

When the North 65 Chamber of Com-
merce was notifi ed of the immediate and 
permanent closure of Circle B Weddings 
and Events they were left scrambling to fi nd 
a new venue for the their May 30 Gala and 
Awards ceremony. 

In response to the closure, the 2024 Cham-
ber Gala and Awards Dinner will now be 
relocated to the Braham Event Center, main-
taining the same date and time as previously 

scheduled. The community is invited to 
attend the event on Thursday, May 30, from 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of local businesses. The evening will 
feature live music, games, and a delightful 
dinner.

Tickets for the event can be purchased 
through the Chamber’s website, north-
65chamber.com. The Chamber remains com-
mitted to the belief that collaboration within 
the community can overcome challenges 
and lead to signifi cant achievements.

North 65 Chamber Gala moves to 
Braham Event Center
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Kenneth Eugene Nastrom
Kenneth Eugene Nastrom, age 81, of  Cambridge 

fi nished his work and hung up his hard hat for the 
last time on April 23, 2024.

Born March 9, 1943, he lived his young life on 
the farm in Quamba, MN before moving to Cam-

bridge and graduating in 
1961. On April 20, 1963 he 
was united in marriage to 
Ramona Yolanda Pieper. 
Missing their dad are Lynn 
Stoltz and David Nastrom. 
Son, Robert or known to all 
as Bobby was at the door 
of  heaven opening it and 
welcoming his dad in. Ken 
was known as grandpa to 
Anton Stoltz (Anna), Kristi 
Johnson (Trent), Curtis 
Nastrom, and Skylar Nas-
trom and as great grandpa 
to Richard Stoltz and Henry 

Johnson.
His building skills were featured on the cover 

of  Parade of  Homes and in several architecture 
magazines. He used his gifted talent to build quality 
homes for his company, NASTROM Construction. 
He started his career with Orrin Thompson, start-
ed his own business and then ended with Yerigan 
Construction.

For over 54 years, he fi shed on Lac des Mille Lacs 
in Ontario, Canada. Early in life, he could be seen 
snowmobile racing, and later in life sitting next to 
his 61 Impala at car shows. He also enjoyed hunting, 
curling, playing pickleball and cards, and watching 
sports.

He also gave back to the community by remodel-
ing the 4-H concession stand and being named

4-H family of  the year without having kids in 4-H 
at the time. He served as Cambridge

Township Supervisor and Fairboard Director. 
He was awarded the WCCO Good Neighbor Award 
twice. His life was complete.

Mass of  Christian Burial 10:30 a.m. Thursday, May 
2 at Christ the King Catholic Church in Cambridge. 
Visitation 4 – 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 1 at Strike Life 
Tributes in Cambridge and also one hour prior to 
the service at the church on Thursday. Online con-
dolences can be made at StrikeLifeTributes.com.

Robert Roy Kruse
Robert Roy Kruse, 73, a dedicated resident of  Cam-

bridge, MN, passed away peacefully on Thursday, 
April 25, 2024, at his home, surrounded by his loved 
ones.

Robert was born on Sept. 11, 1950, in North 
Branch Township, Minneso-
ta, to Victor and Helen (Nor-
ton) Kruse. He was preceded 
in death by his great-grand-
son Ryden Kruse, siblings 
Esther Gabrielson, Hazel 
McIntyre, Sonny Kruse, and 
nephew Randy McIntyre.

Robert is survived by his 
beloved wife, Melody, and 
their sons, Scott (Judy) 
Kruse of  Stanchfi eld, and 
Shannon (Jackie) Kruse of  
Grasston. He leaves be-
hind a rich legacy through 
his seven grandchildren, 

three great-grandchildren, and his siblings: Gerald 
(Janice) Kruse of  AZ, Steve (Becki) Kruse of  Harris, 
Carol Lindstrom of  North Branch, and Michael 
(Carol) Kruse of  Isanti. He was also cherished 
by his dear friend and neighbor, Joan Sauter of  
Cambridge, and numerous nieces, nephews, other 
relatives, and friends.

 Robert was known for his strong work ethic and 
dedication. He exemplifi ed the value of  hard work, 
instilling the same ethic in his family members. 
However, he also believed in the importance of  
enjoying life to the fullest. Whether it was partici-
pating in demolitions, hosting his son’s high school 
wrestling team, or bonding over hunting stories, 
Robert embraced every moment with enthusiasm 
and laughter.

 His garage was a hub of  activity, from auto body 
work to nurturing stray animals that found their 
way into his care. He had a passion for the outdoors, 
whether it was hunting, farming, or simply enjoy-
ing a cold drink with friends.

 Robert’s memory will forever live on in the hearts 
of  those who knew him. He will be remembered for 
his unwavering dedication to his family, his zest for 
life, and his ability to fi nd joy in even the simplest 
moments.

Though Robert may no longer be with us in per-
son, his legacy of  hard work, laughter, and love will 
continue to inspire all who were fortunate enough 
to know him.

Funeral Services 1 p.m., Friday, May 3, 2024 at 
Spring Lake Lutheran Church.  Visitation one hour 
prior to the service at the church.  Interment in St. 
John Lutheran Cemetery of  Weber.  Condolences 
at www.carlsonlillemoen.com.  Arrangements by 
Carlson-Lillemoen Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services of  Cambridge.

Velma Jean O’Claire
Velma Jean O’Claire, of  Cambridge, passed away 

on Friday, April 19, 2024, at the Homestead at Anoka 
Rehab. She was 85 years old.

Velma was born on Sept. 5, 1938, in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota to parents Francis and Dorothy (Wilson) 

Ritchie.
She was united in mar-

riage to Kenneth O’Claire 
on Feb. 28, 1958, and was 
blessed with seven chil-
dren. She spent 27 years 
working as a Technician at 
the Cambridge State Hos-
pital. She later worked at 
several group homes before 
retiring.

Velma’s hobbies includ-
ed gardening, crocheting, 
Cross-stitch, knitting, 
reading, watching movies, 
canning, cooking, bak-

ing, and spending time with her family. She loved 
animals and almost always had a cat. She will be 
deeply missed by her family and friends.

Velma was preceded in death by her parents, son 
Mark O’Claire, great granddaughter Alivia Hasser, 
brothers David Ritchie and Daniel Ritchie.

She is survived by her children, Andrew O’Claire, 
Anntonette “Toni” (Henry) Hasser, Kimberly 
(Duane) Reichel, Dawn (Bill) Johnson, Stacy (Dar-
old) Lindman, and LuRinda (Steve) Johnson; 16 
grandchildren; 23 great grandchildren; brother Jo-
seph Ritchie; many nieces, nephews, other relatives, 
and friends.

A Memorial Service will be held at 3 p.m. on Sat-
urday, May 4, 2024, at the Hamilton Funeral Homes 
- Rock Chapel in Braham with Pastor Julie Beck 
offi ciating. Memorial Visitation will be held 1 hour 
prior to the service at the funeral home. Inurnment 
will be in the Grasston Union Cemetery. A luncheon 
will follow at the Hope Lutheran Church in Grass-
ton. Condolences may be posted at:

www.hamiltonfhs.com.

Joslyn Solomon with Century 21 Moline Realty, 
Inc. has been awarded the Accredited Buyer’s 
Representation (ABR�) designation by the Real 
Estate Buyer’s Agent Council (REBAC) of the 
National Association of Realtors (NAR).

Joslyn Solomon joins more than 27,000 real 
estate professionals in North America who have 
earned the ABR� designation. All were required 
to successfully complete a comprehensive course 
in buyer representation and an elective course 
focusing on a buyer representation specialty, both 
in addition to submitting documentation verify-
ing professional experience.

REBAC, founded in 1988, is the world’s largest 
association of real estate professionals focused 
specifi cally on representing the real estate buyer. 
There are more than 40,000 active members of the 
organization world-wide. The National Associa-
tion of Realtors, “The Voice for Real Estate,” is the 
world’s largest professional association, repre-
senting over 1.4 million members involved in all 
aspects of the real estate industry.

Local realtor achieves 
national recognition

Building Blocks for Life in Cambridge an-
nounced the opening of a toddler classroom 
starting in August 2024. Located at Christ Luther-
an Church, the center is expanding its facilities to 
provide a dedicated space for toddlers alongside 
its preschool program.

The toddler classroom will cater to children 
aged sixteen to thirty-three months. Building 
Blocks for Life follows the Highscope Curriculum, 
which emphasizes active and hands-on learning. 
Teachers, who are dedicated and licensed, will 
work with parents to address each child’s unique 
needs.

The center can be contacted at (763) 689-2203 or 
via email at bldgblksforlife@gmail.com.

Building Blocks for Life 
announces the opening 
of a toddler classroom

BY SHARI FRUECHTE
SFRUECHTE@RESOURCECOOP-MN.GOV

The 2024 Students of Excellence 
Award Banquet will be held on 
April 24, 2024, at the St. Cloud 
River’s Edge Convention Center. 
The ceremony will open to over 
500 guests at 4:30 p.m. Entertain-
ment for the evening will be pro-
vided by The String Showdown, 
an interactive dueling string duo, 
and will proceed with the award 
ban-quet. Honorees will be pre-
sented with their awards by Brad 
Bergstrom, Superintendent of the 
Sauk Rapids-Rice School District.

Seniors from 32 area districts 
were selected based on exemplary 
academic achievement, leader-
ship skills, and school/communi-

ty involvement. Honorees are of-
ten positive role models to fellow 
students or staff as well as make 
a difference every day in the lives 
of fellow students, staff, and their 
community. Additional cri-teria 
may have been established by 
individual districts.

LOCAL AREA 2024 STUDENTS OF EXCELLENCE 
AWARD RECIPIENTS

Braham School District
Madison Davis
Elizabeth Fix
Delaney Johnson
Matthew Kopel

North Branch Area Public Schools
Grace Larson

Keng Lor 
Julia Munchow
Everett Thomsen

Rush City School District
Owen Anderson
Maria Biermaier
Adrianna Schroeder
Bailey Witte

Resource Training & Solutions 
is a central Minnesota service 
cooperative and a non-profi t, 
member-driven public corpora-
tion. Resource provides services, 
training, and solutions to school 
districts, cities, counties, other 
governmental agencies, and 
non-profi t organizations.

Local area students among 126 
seniors honored  at Students of 

Excellence Awards Banquet
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C-I BLUEJACKETS

April 24
Girls golf @ St. Francis - 6th/9 teams
*Hannah Westman - 11th place (103)
Boys golf @ St. Francis - 8th/9 teams
*Tanner Jones - 26th place (86)

April 25
Girls golf @ Zimmerman - 7th/9 teams
*Allie Nystrom - 15th place (109)
Boys track & fi eld @ Big Lake 
*1st place fi nishers: Noah McGovern (1600), Hunter 
Jacobson (3200), Micah Wilson (110 hurdles), 
4x200 relay, 4x400 relay, 4x800 relay, Jaden Kuhl-
man (long jump, triple jump), Calvin Piescher (pole 
vault), Josh Osei-Dankwah (shot put)
Girls track & fi eld @ Big Lake
*1st place fi nishers: MaKenna Sjoberg (1600), 
Hannah Bingham (100 hurdles), 4x800 relay, Alice 
Steman (high jump), Julia Sickler (triple jump), 
Aubrey Wilson (pole vault)
Baseball  28, Zimmerman 0
Softball 9, Zimmerman 0

April 26
Softball 2, Blaine 1

April 27
Baseball 0, Elk River 9

April 29
Boys golf @ home - 5th/8 teams
*Emerson Droubie - 22nd place (89)
Girls golf @ Chisago Lakes - 3rd/9 teams
*Hannah Westman - 6th place 
Boys tennis, softball, baseball - postponed due to 
weather

April 30
Boys golf @ Becker - 7th/9 teams
*Josh Sauro - 15th place
Boys tennis 5, Duluth East 2

NB VIKINGS

April 24
 Girls golf @ St. Francis - 3rd/9 teams
*Ashley Bistodeau - 5th place (96)
Boys golf @ St. Francis - 3rd place/9 teams
*Nicholas Melvin - 4th place (78)

April 25
Girls golf @ Zimmerman - 3rd/9 teams
*Ashley Bistodeau - 1st place (84), Jenna Minke - 
3rd place (92)
Baseball 2, Monticello 7
Softball 5, Rock Ridge 20
Boys tennis 0, Monticello 7

April 29
Boys tennis postponed due to weather
Girls golf @ Chisago Lakes - 5th/9 teams
*Ashley Bistodeau - 16th place
Boys golf @ Cambridge-Isanti - 2nd/8 teams
*Nicholas Melvin - 2nd place (75), Tyler Minke - 3rd 
place (78)

April 30
Boys tennis x, Duluth Marshall x
Boys tennis x, St. Francis x
Boys golf @ Becker - 4th/9 teams
*Nicholas Melvin - 5th place 
Boys track & fi eld @ Bu� alo
*Top fi nishers: Blake Lelm (high jump), Zachary 
Sway (200) - 2nd place
Girls track & fi eld @ Bu� alo
*1st place fi nishers: Sophia Benedict (200), 
Shaeyna Adreotti (100 hurdles), Ella Kuhlman (300 
hurdles), 4x100 relay, Ella Dick (pole vault)
Baseball 3, Cloquet 4
Softball 4, Monticello 3

LAST WEEK’S SCOREBOARD

Below are the scheduled dates for 
the home competitions for each of the 
Cambridge-Isanti and North Branch 
spring sports. To see both schools’ full 
schedules, go to www.mississippi8.
org. Schedules are subject to change 
with minimal advanced notice based 
on weather, availability of offi cials, or 
other reasons.

Thursday, May 2
•C-I boys and girls track and fi eld vs. multiple 
teams (4 p.m.)

•C-I baseball vs. Big Lake (4:30 p.m.)
•C-I softball vs. Big Lake (5 p.m.)

Friday, May 3
•C-I softball vs. Becker (5 p.m.)

Monday, May 6
•NB boys golf - home invite @ Bulrush Golf 
Course (noon)

Tuesday, May 7
•C-I boys tennis vs. Chisago Lakes (4 p.m.)
•C-I baseball vs. St. Francis (4:30 p.m.)

•C-I softball vs. St. Francis (5 p.m.)

Wednesday, May 8
•C-I boys tennis vs. Forest Lake (4 p.m.)

Thursday, May 9
•NB baseball vs. Zimmerman (4:30 p.m.)
•NB softball vs. Zimmerman (5 p.m.)
•NB boys tennis vs. Mora, Fridley (1:30 p.m., 
4:30 p.m.)

Saturday, May 11
•C-I boys tennis vs. Blaine & Brainerd ( 9 a.m.)

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

North Branch’s Dayne Meyer fi elds an awkward hop during 
the Vikings’ game against Monticello.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

North Branch’s Wyatt Helberg hits a return during his fi rst singles 
match against Monticello. Helberg has recently earned individual 
victories against Princeton and Anoka.

UPCOMING C-I BLUEJACKET, NB VIKING HOME GAMES

Minnesota moms can join Mother’s Day weekend fi shing challenge
BY CARA HANSON

CARA.HANSON@STATE.MN.US

Moms who live in Minnesota are invited to join a free 
virtual fi shing challenge Saturday, May 11, through Sun-
day, May 12, during Take a Mom Fishing Weekend, when 
all Minnesota moms can fi sh without purchasing a fi shing 
license.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is 
partnering with the Student Angler Organization and 
Women Anglers of Minnesota to host the challenge.

To participate in the Mother’s Day weekend fi shing chal-
lenge, moms simply need to join the Facebook group called 
“Minnesota Moms Fishing Challenge 2024” and post one 
photo of each fi sh they catch.

All participants who submit one or more fi sh photos will 
have their name entered in a random drawing for prizes 
provided by the Student Angler Organization and their 
partners, including gift cards for SCHEELS and Lund. 
Additionally, participants are invited to tune in for a 
pre-challenge virtual Fishing 101 class, hosted by Women 
Anglers of Minnesota in the challenge Facebook group 
(facebook.com/groups/967975514717550) on May 7.

Challenge details are available on the Minnesota DNR 

website (mndnr.gov/takemomfi shing). All fi sh species and 
sizes are welcome in the challenge. Participants can snap 
a photo and let their fi sh go or keep it if it’s in season.

“This year’s event follows the successful inaugural Min-
nesota Moms Fishing Challenge in 2023. Last year, more 
than 2,400 moms joined the challenge,” said Cara Hanson, 
DNR marketing coordinator. “This year, we hope even 
more people will join in the fun!”

The Minnesota State Legislature established Take a 
Mom Fishing Weekend in 1988 to coincide with Mother’s 
Day. This year, the weekend also coincides with the fi sh-
ing opener — seasons begin Saturday, May 11, for walleye, 
northern pike, bass, and trout in lakes. To celebrate the 
fi shing season, the Minnesota Governor’s Fishing Opener 
event is taking place May 10-12 in Lake City.

Fishing season dates and regulations are available on 
the Minnesota DNR fi shing webpage (mndnr.gov/fi shing). 
Find out how and where to fi sh, learn about fi shing equip-
ment, read about ways to catch different kinds of fi sh, and 
get acquainted with fi shing ethics and being stewards of 
Minnesota’s natural resources, on the Minnesota DNR 
learn to fi sh webpage (mndnr.gov/gofi shing).

BY BENJI KOHN
BENJAMIN.KOHN@STATE.MN.US

The Minnesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources invites people interested 
in wildlife and outdoor skills to check 
out the spring program schedule for the 

Minnesota Outdoor Skills and Steward-
ship Series.

In a webinar on Wednesday, May 8, 
join DNR staff as they go live while 
shore fi shing to talk about the upcom-
ing fi shing opener and Take a Mom 
Fishing Weekend on May 11-12. The 

webinar will focus on the upcoming 
fi shing season, DNR fi shing updates, 
favorite lures, and how to be more suc-
cessful fi shing. People might also hear 
about a great fi shing spot or two!

The Minnesota Outdoor Skills and 
Stewardship Series webinars are free 

and offered year-round, though regis-
tration is required. Visit the Outdoor 
Skills and Stewardship webpage of the 
Minnesota DNR website (mndnr.gov/
discover) for the registration portal, 
more information about upcoming we-
binars and recordings of past webinars.

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources webinar to focus on fi shing opener
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Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying 
purchase*  - valued at $535.

Call 763-691-9921 to 
schedule your free quote!

NORTH BRANCH: Chicken ordinance is fowled up
“It’s not just coordinating de-

partment heads,” Schieber said of 
the job’s responsibilities. “There’s 
a lot more involved than that.”

RESIDENTS SQUAWK ABOUT CONFUSING 
CHICKEN ORDINANCE

The liveliest portions of the 
council’s final April meeting 
stemmed from public comments 
on later agenda items — which 
is typically not allowed under 
current city policy. 

The topic of keeping hens 
within city limits in non-rural or 
agricultural zones was already on 
the agenda for clarification. Sam 
Srock, who had received a notice 
of violation, told the council he 
had carefully reviewed the city 
ordinances related to chickens 
before investing thousands of dol-
lars in animals, a coop and a run. 
Clarifying that the complaint the 
city is supposed to have received 
mentioned no nuisances caused 
by his family’s chickens, he said 
he had determined it was allowed.

The staff report, submitted by 
interim City Administrator Jason 
Ziemer, determined otherwise, 
but explained why the wording 
may lead a resident to another 
conclusion.

Councilmember Travis Miles 
pointed out that many municipali-
ties on his daily commute home to 
North Branch allow for chickens.

“Why is it that we get up here, 
and we can’t have chickens?” 
Miles said.

The council expressed broad 
support for allowing chickens 
in residentially zoned areas and 
directed Ziemer and other staff 

to prepare new language to this 
effect.

FIREWORKS TO MOVE FROM JULY 4 TO 
MIDSUMMER DAYS

The issue of summer fireworks 
remains in limbo following 
severe admonishment from resi-
dents who said they would settle 
for nothing less than a total relo-
cation of the display from North 
Branch Middle School.

Audrey Causby and her adult 
son Neal told the council burning 
embers struck the roof of her 
townhome during the last two 
Fourth of July displays launched 
from the middle school, and 
would have struck her if she 
hadn’t moved. They said the fire 
department told them the indus-
trial park might be a better loca-
tion for the future, but that the 
city was worried about ruining 
the grass with fireworks.

“Is grass more important than 
a house?” Audrey Causby said. “I 
don’t think so.”

This year, in an effort to con-
tract with its preferred company, 
Minnesota Pyrotechnics, LLC, 
the city is hosting the launch 
during Midsummer Days instead 
of on the Fourth of July. Schieber 
said the new company has better 
safety measures in place, but the 
Causbys were not moved.

The council agreed to table the 
contract approval until their May 
14 meeting, before which fire chief 
Pat Heinen can reach out to the 
company with concerns and ask 
them to appear at the meeting.

ODDS AND ENDS
Public Works Director Shawn 

Williams said the Main Street 
water main project is going 
“very, very well” and faster than 
expected, and may finish before 
the scheduled completion date in 
August. Based on feedback from 
council members, Williams said 
they will post signs lowering the 
speed limit on the detour routes 
down Maple and Elm Streets from 
30 mph to 25 mph.

Williams also announced a pro-
gram to test water service lines 
to North Branch homes for lead. 
This survey is being mandated by 
the US Environmental Protection 
Agency in response to such water 
quality issues as Flint, Michigan. 
Upon inspection, if lead is found, 
the pipes will be replaced at no 
cost to homeowners.

In regards to Councilmember 
Kelly Neider’s recent third cen-
sure and call to resign, the coun-
cil again delayed updating that to 
a later meeting even though Nei-
der said she was prepared to give 
an official statement. Previously, 
she had emailed the Star stating 
she would not resign. However, 
she has yet to give a formal re-
sponse directly to the council.

She also said there continues to 
be a lack of appropriate communi-
cation from the city on the matter. 
Neider said her attorney asked 
the city attorney, Flaherty & 
Hood, P.A., on April 1 to commu-
nicate directly with him, but that 
she has since received multiple 
communications from the firm. 
Interim City Administrator Jason 
Ziemer said he would communi-
cate this to the city attorney. The 
council is set to receive an update 
at its May 14 meeting.

FROM PAGE I

BY LAUREN LEWANDOWSKI
LAUREN.LEWANDOWSKI@STATE.MN.US

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
recently awarded grant funding to Chisago Coun-
ty Environmental Services as part of its Greater 
Minnesota waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and 
composting grants initiative.

Chisago County Environmental Services will 
receive $249,766 in funds to enhance the safety and 
efficiency of its current household hazardous waste 
facility. Additionally, the grant will support the ex-
pansion of floor space to facilitate reuse, reduction, 
and recycling efforts.

This project is part of a larger effort to address the 
significant amount of waste sent to landfills in Min-
nesota. Nearly two-thirds of the state’s landfill waste 
can be reused or recycled. Without intervention, ap-
proximately 8 million additional tons of waste could 
end up in landfills over the next two decades.

The grant program aims to make recycling and 
reuse more accessible for residents in five Greater 
Minnesota communities, including Chisago County. 
By reducing the amount of waste sent to landfills, 
the initiative aims to improve public health, con-
serve energy and natural resources, and mitigate 
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.

For more information about the grant program 
and a complete list of recipients and funded projects, 
visit the MPCA website at https://www.pca.state.
mn.us/news-and-stories/greater-minnesota-recy-
cling-reuse-grant-recipients.

Chisago County 
Environmental Services 

awarded funding to 
implement recycling 

feasibility study

SaluteSalute
TO VETERANSTO VETERANS
 Past & Present Past & Present

SHOW YOUR PRIDE
Send the STAR a photo of your 

veteran, past or 
present along with $4 by 

May 20. Photos will be 
published in a full color 
special section May 23.

Honoring Our Heros Honoring Our Heros 
in Uniformin Uniform

Please Include:

Veteran’s Name (please print)

Rank (please print)

Branch of Military (please print)

WWI

WWII

KOREAN

VIETNAM

GULF WAR

IRAQI FREEDOM

Other_______

CHECK ONE

Mail or Drop off form, photo and $4 by MAY 20, 2024 
to the Star office.

Send the 

Please Include:

930 S., Cleveland,
Cambridge, MN 55008

763-689-1181
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SENIOR HOUSING SENIOR HOUSING 
& SERVICES & SERVICES 
GUIDEGUIDE

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
SENIOR SERVICES GUIDE 

CONTACT:

763 6891181 ext. 106
sales@countystar.com

It’s easy to relax, knowing these community businesses 
and services are here to help with all of your needs.

I SA N T I - C H I SAG O

CHISAGO COUNTYCHISAGO COUNTY

ISANTI COUNTYISANTI COUNTY

CHISAGO  ISANTI CHISAGO  ISANTI 
KANABEC  MILLE LACS  KANABEC  MILLE LACS  
PINE  AITKIN  CARLTONPINE  AITKIN  CARLTON

Walker Methodist Levande 
Cambridge 

Reader’s Choice Voted  
the Best Senior Living  

Community in Isanti County 
Independent, Assisted Living 

and Memory Care 
763-325-0102 

www.walkermethodist.org

Forest Lake 651-982-0002
Pine City 320-629-1149

You need it? We can help you get it!

Power Chairs & Scooter Store Medical Supply, LLCThe Estates at Rush City 
Rush City 

Dedicated to providing  
individualized care in a clean,  

comfortable environment. 
Transitional, Long Term  

& Memory Care 
320-358-4765 

MonarchMn.com/ 
The-Estates-at-Rush-City

Senior Care You Can Trust
Serving Isanti & Chisago County

651-982-6228
MeadowsOnFairview.org

Rushseba 
Rush City 

Independent Living 
Assisted Living 
Memory Care 

320-318-2720 
www.silvercreeksenior.com/rushseba

• We’re MN’s only  
   Senior Federation
• We “do” Medicare &       
   Social Security 
• Member discounts 

Seven County  
Senior Federation

Office at 47 Park St N., Suite 7, Mora
(320) 679-4700 • 7CountySeniors.org

Supported by One More Time stores

North Branch
Independent Senior 55+

Apartments
651-277-7700

deannaschmidt@ecumen.org

801 Main St. N, Cambridge 
(763) 552-1340 

www.rosewoodsl.net

Assisted Living | Senior Care
Senior Housing

Attending North Branch High School’s Spring Musical may become habit forming
BY CASEY MARIE EGGERT
NEWS@COUNTYSTAR.COM

Keeping a vow of silence would be impossible 
for anyone attending North Branch High School 
Theatre Department’s production of the musical 
“Sister Act,” simply due to unavoidable laughter.

The musical is based on the classic 90s movie 
starring Whoopi Goldberg with the same name. 
The plot centers around a Vegas-style lounge 
singer running from the mob after witnessing a 
murder. She winds up being placed in witness pro-
tection in a convent that is struggling fi nancially 
and is about to be bought out and closed. 

Hilarity ensues with the attempted blending of 
the opposing lifestyles until common ground can 
be found with the choir, which is originally terri-
ble but becomes a huge hit, which leads to more 
humorous problems for all.

Theater Director Laura Long chose “Sister Act” 
for this year’s Spring Production because of the 
message it sends.

 “I love the message,” Long said. “It’s about lift-
ing each other up. It’s about sisterhood.” 

The students worked hard to learn their lines 
and get into character. They learned the songs. 
They learned the lighting and the sound. (And 
they had fun, too!)  But what is the biggest chal-
lenge that the Spring Production faces?

“The small number of students that participate 
in theatre,” Long explained. “It’s hard to fi nd a mu-
sical or a play that accommodates a smaller cast.” 

Long continued to explain that anyone and ev-
eryone should consider joining theatre. “It’s a safe 
place. It’s a place to belong.”

And what about students that are too shy to 
perform on stage? “The Tech Club might be the 
place for them,” Long said. “Working behind the 
scenes.”

“Sister Act” will be presented at the North 
Branch High School Auditorium at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, May 3 and Saturday, May 4. A matinee 
performance will be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, May 
5. General admission tickets can be purchased for 
$12 each by going to https://gofan.co/app/school/
MN19629

Deloris VanCartier - Abby Neu
Mother Superior - Abby Wiener
Eddie Souther - Jarad McWilliams
Curtis - Leonardo Gonzalez
Sister Mary Robert - Cosette 

Trampe
Sister Mary Patrick - Taylor Lutzke
Sister Mary Lazarus - Jillian 

Horsfall
Joey - Carter McWilliams
TJ - Parker Deniger
Pablo - Leoniel Gonzalez
Ernie/ Bartender/ Ensemble - 

Zachary Petrik
Monsignor O’Hara - Klaus Solko
Michelle/ Sister Mary Martin-of-

Tours - Madeline Brooks
Tina/ Ensemble - Anna Randall
Sister Mary Theresa - Nakita 

Zachrison
Waitress/ Cop/ Ensemble - Mad-

die McNamara
Ensemble - Mia Velez
Ensemble - Alyson Hammond
Ensemble - Elliot Leroux
Ensemble - Anna Welker
Stage Managers - Anabelle Heath 

& Kylie Grams

SISTER ACT CAST

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR
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No discounts on monthly specials. 
Valid through 5/31/24

Check us out on Facebook & Instagram  •  763-689-2468

Wine of the Month

Beers of the Month

Hamms
30 pk, cans

Kona
All Varieties

12 pk, cans/bottles

Twisted Tea
All Varieties

12 pk, cans

Woodford 
Reserve “Running 

of the Roses”
Original Only

750ml

14 
Hands 
Wine

Dark Horse 
Wines

750ml

Gray Duck
1.75ml

May May 
SpecialsSpecials

Twisted Tea
All 

Dark Horse Dark Horse 

$16.$16.9999

$13.$13.9999

Liquor of the Month

HOURS:
Mon. thru Sat. 9am-9pm Mon. thru Sat. 9am-9pm 
Sundays 11am-5pmSundays 11am-5pm
East Hwy. 95 • CambridgeEast Hwy. 95 • Cambridge

Hands 
WineWine

Hands 

No discounts on monthly specials. No discounts on monthly specials. No discounts on monthly specials. No discounts on monthly specials. 

Reserve Reserve Reserve 

$13.$13.9999

$7.$7.9999$7.$7.9999
Gray Duck

Wine of the MonthWine of the Month
Gray DuckGray Duck

$19.$19.9999

$32.$32.9999
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CALL ONE OF THE CALL ONE OF THE 
BEST AGENTS IN THE BEST AGENTS IN THE 

AREA TO BUY ORAREA TO BUY OR
SELL YOUR HOME!SELL YOUR HOME!

Where to fi nd theWhere to fi nd the

Real  Estate &Real  Estate & BESTBEST
AGENTAGENT

30+ Years of 
Real Estate & 
Construction 

Experience

Free Listing 
& Selling 

Consultation

Free Buyer 
Consultation

Locally Owned
& Operated

Outstanding 
Customer Service

Semler Real Estate, Inc.
jason@semlerhomes.com
www.semlerhomes.com

Jason Semler Realtor®

Voice/Text: 612-282-8233

Jason Semler
Realtor®

Semler Real Estate, Inc.
jason@semlerhomes.com

www.semlerrealestate.com

Vacant Land & Home Listing/
Selling Specialist

Great Commission Rates!

Voice/Text: 612-282-8233

Lynda Risch

Love where you live!

(612) 290-7607
lyndarisch@gmail.com
Stump the Community
Trivia Line: 763-567-0518

Licensed in Minnesota 
& Wisconsin

Katherine Reiners Willmert 
Call/Text 763-300-5387

katherine@Century21Moline.com

Moline Realty, Inc

Contact Kellie to 
advertise in this spot!

651-407-1237 • 651-278-5882
sales@countystar.com

Mora Gun Show
Mora Civic Center

701 Union St. S, 
Mora, MN 55051

May 4th - 5th

Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 9am-3pm

Public Admission is $5. 12 years and younger free with paid adult. Must be 18yrs 
of age or accompanied by adult. Sunday free with hand stamp from Saturday. 

Law enforcement and Military in uniform, free admission. Promoted by AC Expos 
and sponsored by Kenny’s Sporting Goods. For reservations, show times or places, 

Contact Kenny at 218-290-0274. For upcoming Shows, go to Gun Show Trader.
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May 2024

651-674-4077
6063 Main Street, Ste B. 

North Branch, MN 55056

Fresh. Easy. Traditions.

North Branch  
651.317.2100

5418 St. Croix Trail 
(NW Corner of I-35 & Hwy 95)

Open 6 a.m. to Midnight Daily

You’ll Find Low Prices at 

North Branch 
651-674-7071

NE Corner of Hwy 35 & 95

$10 OFF 
Bring this ad in for

Chisago City 
651-213-6550

Enter from North Ave & 
Chisago City Water Tower

Tire Rotation 
& Alignment

East Store 1  –  5846 Old Main St.

West Store 2  –  5466 St. Croix Trail

Mon-Wed 9am-9pm • Thurs 9am-10pm
Fri & Sat 8am-10pm • Sun 11am-6pm

Mon-Sat 8am-10pm • Sun 11am-6pm

www.northbranchliquors.comwww.northbranchliquors.com

Check out our website for the latest 
news & specials

651-674-4082651-674-4082

RUDDY’S RENTAL INC.

Forest Lake

651-464-7368
North Branch

651-674-7000
U-HAUL

651-674-5902

www.ruddysrental.com  
www.ruddyspartytown.com

We fill propane, sewer snakes,
tow dollies & so much more!

Take a Test Drive Today!

38420 Tanger Dr., North Branch, MN

651-237-7870
NorthBranchChevrolet.com

ANDERSON & 
KOCH INC.

I-35, North Branch, MN
651-674-4465

6063 Main Street, Ste B. 
North Branch, MN 55056

Please thank these businesses for sponsoring the North Branch Area Chamber News!

For Member News, Chamber Focus, Community Updates and other information 
check out our website at www.northbranchchamber.com

WWW.CAMBRIDGE-MOTORS.COM

Sale Hrs:Sale Hrs: Mon-Thurs 8:30-9; Fri 8:30-6; 
Sat 8:30-5 Service Hrs:Service Hrs: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm

763-689-7600
700 S. Garfi eld St., Cambridge
(3 blocks south of McDonaldʼs)

email: cambridge@lutherauto.com

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

Make sure your vehicle is in 
tip-top condition before you hit 
the roads this holiday season!

$1000 
OFF

Any Service When Coupon Is 
Presented Prior To Service

Good Now Through Dec. 31, 2022
Limit 1 Coupon Per Visit

Happy Holidays! GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

Make sure your vehicle is in 
tip-top condition before you hit 
the roads this holiday season!

$1000 
OFF

Any Service When Coupon Is 
Presented Prior To Service

Good Now Through Dec. 31, 2022
Limit 1 Coupon Per Visit

Happy Holidays!

 Speaker information will be provided soon!

register before May 13th at: www.northbranchchamber.com/event/may-
luncheon/

Use this graphic if you
need to fill space :)

 Speaker information will be provided soon!
register before May 13th at: 

www.northbranchchamber.com/event/may-luncheon/

Spring Fling 2024
We had so much fun!! Thank you to all our vendors, sponsors, ra�  e & silent auction donator’s and our guest attendees! 

We have some photos on Facebook, but if you have photos too, tag us! @northbranchchamberofcommerce
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BUY ONE

29905 Hwy. 65, Isanti, MN 55040 • 763-444-6314

When you’re thinking about Mom’s gift, think about…

LANDSCAPE NURSERY

(As long as the coupon is present. While supplies last. 
Valid until May 31, 2024.

We have an array of gift ideas!

Hanging Basket at Regular Price & get

$10 OFF
the second one

Gift Certifi cates Available!

50091 Clover Trail, 
Rush City

320-358-9900

FlickabirdsFlickabirds  BuffetBuffet

Mother’s Day Mother’s Day 
BrunchBrunch

SEATINGS
9-10:30am • 10:30am-Noon • Noon-1:30pm

Reservations requested
Walk-Ins based on availability

Scrambled eggs, sausage, bacon, breakfast 
potatoes, biscuits & gravy, pancakes & 

assorted muffins

Broasted chicken, roast beef mashed pota-
toes & gravy, veggies, mixed salad & soup

Potato salad, fresh fruit & assorted breads

Assorted cheesecakes & desserts

Adults $22
Kids (13 & under) $11

Mother’s Day
E V E N T Sat, May 11 | 10-2

Gist s, décor, 
candles & more

Sat, May 11 |
Join us for our Coff ee, Flowers & Jewelry event! We are hosting Join us for our Coff ee, Flowers & Jewelry event! We are hosting 

June & Jane Flower Co, Crafted Coff ee Co mobile coff ee cart & B. June & Jane Flower Co, Crafted Coff ee Co mobile coff ee cart & B. 
Linked Permanent Jewelry. You can also grab lunch from Spuds Linked Permanent Jewelry. You can also grab lunch from Spuds 
Food Truck & checkout Midwest Design Co’s new mobile shop.Food Truck & checkout Midwest Design Co’s new mobile shop.

Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-4 
Bonus days 10-5 Thursday 5/2 & 5/9

350 W 5th St, Rush City | www.cleanhavennaturals.com
Bonus days 10-5 Thursday 5/2 & 5/9

Mother’s Day gifts
she’ll love

2101 2nd Ave., SE • Cambridge, MN
Walmart.com   763-689-0606

Mother’s Day gifts

Mothers Day Specials

refi newithgabi.com

After purchasing, go to 
BOOK NOW and schedule 

your prepaid body 
sculpting session

Sunday, May 12



MAY 2, 2024	 CountyStar.com	�  ISANTI-CHISAGO COUNTY STAR  13

FREE
As a free newspaper we do not have the customary revenue that typical subscriber 

community newspapers rely on to o� set news reporting, printing and delivery costs.

Your voluntary subscription helps keep quality reporting, photography and local 
information available to everyone in our communities.

When you support your local newspaper, � e Isanti-Chisago County Star, you’re 
investing in more than the future of journalism. You’re also putting stock in the 
people, places and businesses that make our town a vibrant place to live, work and 
do business. By staying informed; supporting accurate local news, information 
and investigative reporting; and frequenting the local businesses that advertise 
with us, your support of our publication contributes to the engaged citizenry and 
community connections that are essential to helping our neighborhoods thrive. To 
the valued readers and advertisers who make our continued work possible, we thank 
you!

I SA N T I - C H I SAG O

NEWS
763-689-1181 ext. 156editor@countystar.com

ADVERTISING
763-689-1181 ext. 159marketing@countystar.com

ADVERTISING
763-689-1181 ext. 160sales@countystar.com

PUBLIC NOTICES
763-689-1181 ext. 153starlegals@countystar.com

CLASSIFIEDS
 763-250-9159

starclass@countystar.com

BREAKING NEWS, UPDATESWhenever, wherever you are!countystar.com

THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2024
VOL. 118   NO. 13  COUNTYSTAR.COM  

FREE 

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST ROOFING COMPANIES OF 2023

AUTHORIZED
REPLACEMENT
CONTRACTOR
NHH Roofi ng Plus is 
the Marvin Authorized 
Replacement Contractor 
for Central Minnesota

NHHROOFINGPLUS.COM

Rob Sanvik Agency
651-237-0977

(North Branch / Chisago)
Jeff  Pynes Agency
763-689-2028

(Cambridge)

BY STACY VERDICK CASE
NEWS@COUNTYSTAR.COM

In the middle of a brightly lit sur-gical theater, Ted Spiess faced the darkness of his addiction: working an open heart procedure when police put him in handcuffs and placed him under arrest.“I had signed up to be involved in an open heart procedure at work. And one of the reasons I had signed up to do it the next day was because there were huge amounts of fentan-yl that I knew would be wasted and I’d be able to get my hands on. That morning, while I was getting ready, I used fentanyl and somebody saw me. So the whole thing came crash-ing down. Within a matter of an hour, my entire life fell apart.”The life Spiess lost was one that on the surface anyone would envy. Spiess grew up in St. Louis Park and graduated from the Univer-sity of Minnesota with a nursing degree. After 15 years of working in an ICU, he went to graduate school and became a Nurse Anes-thesiologist. He had money, family, and success. All 

the trappings of a good life. He was also a fentanyl addict.Addiction crept up on Spiess over time. “I was always very active. I played hockey in adult leagues and pretty much my whole life. I also tend to be very accident-prone. So I’ve had a lot of injuries, a lot of surgeries, a lot of broken 

bones. I think that I’m up to prob-ably over 20 orthopedic surgeries now.”
With each surgery, he was given opioids for the pain. He didn’t think it was a problem. 
“In (medical) school, we were taught there was no risk of ad-diction as long as you’re having pain. And that was the prevailing thought pretty much everywhere through all medicine.”Surprisingly, medical profes-sionals are not required to learn about addiction when they’re being 

Destigmatizing the fentanyl crisis The stories are a real eye-opener. A teenager dies from an overdose of drugs laced with fentanyl, with the ensuing investigation leading to murder charges being made against the person who supplied the teen with those drugs. Elsewhere, another murder investi-gation leads to alleged drug cartel involvement.While these stories certainly catch the attention of many and provide for numerous social media posts, they also only tell one side of the overall story of the 

fentanyl crisis. Unfortunately, this added conscious-ness also adds to the stigma of drug abuse.In an attempt to tell “the full story,” the Isanti-Chis-ago County Star has conducted extended interviews of several of the participants of the recent “One Pill Can Kill” public forums held in Isanti and Braham. These interviews reveal some of the many faces of fentanyl addiction: former addicts from different walks of life, counselors who have been inspired by 

various life experiences directly or indirectly con-nected to this and other opioids, plus ways to help others who may be going through similar experienc-es in life.
While we know these stories won’t completely solve the entire world crisis, we hope that it will do at least a small part to help our little corner of it.

Finding a light at the end of the dark fentanyl tunnel

Former addict paves way 
for others on recovery road

BY STACY VERDICK CASE
NEWS@COUNTYSTAR.COM

Fentanyl didn’t have to look too hard to fi nd Ashley Wright. “I was experimenting with different drugs, coping with life. I was drinking a 

lot at the time and I got in-troduced to pills, opioid-type things. I was just kind of using anything I could to numb some feelings and mask what I was going through.”
The drugs were there to dull the pain but not physical pain, “it was emo-tional. It was just consequences of life and bad choices.”By the time she turned 13, Wright’s world had crum-bled around her. Orphaned and alone, she faced un-imaginable traumas that no child should ever have to endure. Abandoned by those meant to protect her, she was left to navigate a 

world of domestic vio-lence and sexual abuse. These experiences took a heavy toll on 

her mental health, leaving her vulner-able and searching for an escape. The siren call of drugs whispered in her ear, promising temporary relief from the pain and suffering she endured.“I’m diagnosed with bipolar disorder. I had borderline personality disorder and complex PTSD.”
The statistics for addicts like Wright are grim. Long before fentanyl took hold in 2012-13, the National Institute on Drug Abuse reported that over 40,000 people were dying each year from drug-related causes. But when fentanyl burst onto the scene, it brought a catastrophic surge in fatalities, with over 70,000 deaths per year in the United States by the time Wright fi nally DEE ANN SIBLEY | COUNTY STARAshley Wright SEE ASHLEY, PAGE 9 

US DRUG ENFORCEMENT AGENCY

DEE ANN SIBLEY | COUNTY STARTed Spiess

SEE TED, PAGE 9 

The equivalent of 
15 grains of salt - 
small enough to fi t 
on the sharpened 
tip of a pencil - is 
enough fentanyl 
to be fatal.

NEW LEADER: Bluejacket football hires new head coach with big-school experience. PAGE 2

H u r r y,  w h i l e  s u p p l i e s  l a s t !
Coupons must be redeemed by June 30, 2024.

* With your ($25 or more) voluntary subscription, you will 
receive a certi� cate for a $10 OFF COUPON to a local spring 

planting store!

Thank you for your support!
Please send payment and form to: Isanti-Chisago County Star • 930 South Cleveland, Cambridge, MN 55008

* I choose to show my support in the amount of   ❑ $15    ❑ $20    ❑ $25    ❑ $30    ❑ $ Other ______

* Only $25 or more quali� es for the $10 o�  coupon. $10 o�  coupon is good through June 30, 2024.

Name_______________________________________ Address__________________________________________

City_______________________________ State_______ Zip__________ Phone____________________________

Payment Options
❑ Check Enclosed   Amount $_____________

❑ Credit Card      #_____________________________ Expiration Date________ CVS Code________

Please select which store you 
prefer for your $10 o�  coupon:

❑                       ❑                                  ❑                  

In Print, Online and Mobile   Regional Reach, Local Voice

❑                       ❑                                  ❑                  

& Spring& Spring  PlantingPlanting

Wolcyn Tree
Farms & Nursery

Wolcyn Tree
Farms & Nursery

❑                       ❑                                  ❑                  ❑                       ❑                                  ❑                  
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• Trim Oaks NOW • REMOVAL EXPERTS

763-238-5254 • 320-983-5700
WWW.PIONEERTREE.COM

• Trim Oaks NOW • REMOVAL EXPERTS• Trim Oaks NOW • REMOVAL EXPERTS
Fully 

Insured & 
Licensed Free Estimates       ISA Cert. ArboristFree Estimates       ISA Cert. Arborist

Serving Kanabec, Cambridge, Isanti 
& Surrounding areas since 1997

Proud to sponsor and salute our local churchesThis directory is paid for and made possible by the participating churches listed.

Baptist

First Baptist Church  
304 S. Main St., Cambridge, 
763-689-1173. Call the church office or visit our website for 
current service times and programs. 
firstbaptistcambridge.org

North Isanti Baptist Church
Lead Pastor: Travis Blake 
2248 313th Ave. NE, Cambridge, MN 55008. www.nib-
church.com
Email: nibchurch@msn.com 
763-689-3576. 8:30am Worship Service (traditional style) 
10:45am Worship Service (contemporary style) 

South Isanti Baptist Church
3367 Cty. Rd. 5 NE, Isanti. 
763-444-5860, Pastor Bob Venneman. Sunday Worship 
9:30am. Wednesday “Life & Light” Bible studies for all 
ages. Adults & children. For info call or go to 
southisantibaptist.org.

Springvale Baptist  
Pastor Zane Hall
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Sunday Worship 
Wednesday: 6:00 pm Band of Brothers
Thursday: 10:00 am Ladies Bible Study
410 County Road 6 NW
Stanchfield, MN 55080
763-689-1373
springvalechurchmn.org

Sunrise Bible Church
41300 Second St., North
Branch, Pastor David Stertz. Sunday school for all ages
9:30am, Sunday morning Worship 10:30am, Sunday 
evening 6pm, Wed. Kids 4 Truth & Bible studies for all 
ages 6:30pm. More info at
sunrisebiblechurch.org 
or 651-674-4107.

Catholic

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
207 Whiskey Rd NW, Isanti, MN. 
763-444-4035 
Email: annseton76@gmail.com. Mass: Tues. & Wed. 
8:30am. Sun. 8:30am. stelizabeth-isanti.org.

Evangelical Covenant

Karmel Covenant Church
5799 County Road 6, Princeton, MN
763-389-3169
Lead Pastor: Jason Hovis
Pastor of Youth: Kohl Hanson
Sunday School for all ages 9:00 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am
Wednesday AWANA 6:30 pm
Wednesday Youth Group 6:30 pm
Karmelcov.org

Evangelical Free

Dale Evangelical Free Church
45268 Brunswick Rd, 
Harris, MN 763-689-5817 
Pastor/Teacher Dr. Harvey Martin. Sunday School – all 
ages 9am. Sunday Service 10:25am.  
www.daleefc.com

Kost Evangelical Free Church
37405 Kost Trail, North Branch, MN – Jct. of CR 11 & CR 72
651-583-3281  • Kostchurch.org
Pastor Josh Jensen
Sunday worship service 9:30 am followed by fellowship & 
Sunday School
Youth group Wednesdays 7 pm
Respawn Gaming Ministry for teen boys – 2 Fridays per 
month. 

Oxlip Evangelical Free Church
29237 Roanoke St NW, Isanti 
(1 mile West of Cty 5 and Hwy 47)

763-444-5134 oxlip.org
9am Worship Service
10:45am Christian Education
Awana children’s ministry Wednesdays 6:30 to 8pm

Wyanett Evangelical Free Church
12 Miles West of Cambridge on Highway 95
 www.wyanettevangelicalfree.org
Pastor Bruce Talso  763-221-4469
Sunday School  9:30 am   Morning Worship  10:30 am
Mondays - Women’s Evening Bible Study  6:00 pm 
Tuesdays - Men’s Bible Study  5:00 pm
Wednesdays  - Midweek Bible Study/Prayer 2:00 pm
Thursdays - Women’s Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. at 
Heart Matters Ministry, 403 1st St. Princeton
A LOVING CHURCH PROCLAIMING A LIVING MESSAGE!

Lutheran

Braham Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA)
West Central Drive & County Road 4, Braham
320-396-2755 
Sunday: 10:00 a.m.  Worship Service - BELC
Sunday: 10:00 a.m.  Worship Service Live on Facebook
Office hours 9:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Tuesday thru Thursday 

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church Of Rush Point 
(ELCA)
Pastor Vicki Vandervegt. 
320-358-4829, 600 Rush Point Dr.
10:30am Worship with Fellowship following 
my.calvaryofrushpoint.org. 
Office: calvaryrushpoint@gmail.com 

Cambridge Lutheran Church (ELCA)
621 Old North Main Street, Cambridge
763-689-1211
8:45 a.m. Traditional Service
10 a.m. Contemporary Service
www.cambridgelutheran.org -
fb.com/CambridgeLutheran

Christ Ev. Lutheran Church (WELS)
32962 Vickers St. NE, Cambridge, 763-689-5333
Pastor Samuel L. Biebert. 
Sunday Worship 9am, Sunday School/Bible Class 10:30am
www.christcambridge.com 

Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA)
109 Second Ave NW, Isanti
763-444-9201
Pastor Barb Vandrasek
Sunday School 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service 9:30 a.m.
Home of Heavenly Sunshine Preschool
email:
office@faithlutheranisanti.com

First Lutheran Church (ELCA)
43779 Gates Ave., Harris. 
651-674-4498. Handicapped accessible.
Pastor Vicki VanderVegt
Sunday Worship 9:20am
Coffee & fellowship following service
Email: firstlutheran@q.com
www.firstlutheranharris.org

Joy Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod)
1155 Joy Circle, Cambridge
763-689-4355
www.joylutheran.net
Pastor James Ritter
8 a.m. Traditional Service
9:15 a.m. Sunday school
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service

Living Branch Lutheran Church (LCMS)
6486 Elm St (PO Box 335), North Branch
651-674-5576
Pastor Glen Kleppe
Sunday Worship 10am
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 9am
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study 1pm
Wednesday Youth Group 6:30 pm
www.livingbranch.org
office@livingbranch.org

Long Lake Lutheran Church (ELCA)
3921 277th Ave NW Isanti, MN 55040 
763-444-5315
Pastor Sue Olson
All Are Welcome!
8:30-9:30 Traditional Worship Service
9:15-10:15 Sunday School ages 3- Grade 5.
9:30-10:30 Adult Education in the conference room.
10:30-11:30 Contemporary Worship Service
Wednesday: 6 p.m. Confirmation

Salem Lutheran Church
4638 381st Ave. NW, Dalbo, MN 55017. 763-689-1687
Join us for worship every
Sunday at 10:30am, Sunday
school for 3 yrs to 6th gr.
begins at 10:30am. Co« ee 
fellowship after worship 
www.salemlutherandalbo.com

Spring Lake  Lutheran Church (ELCA)
8440 Erickson Road, PO Box 958, North Branch, MN 55056 
(9 mi. E. of Cambridge on Hwy. 95, North one block on 
Erickson Road). 
651-674-4606. 
Pastor Vicki VanderVegt. 
sllchurch.org 
Email: sll.church@gmail.com
8:15am Worship with fellowship following

St. John Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod)
28168 Jodrell St. NE, North Branch Located 6 mi. E. of Isanti 
on Co. Rd. 5; (or 7 mi. W. of North Branch on Co. Rd. 5); then 
1-1/2 mi. S. on Co. Rd. 12. 763-444-5988, Paul Anderson, 
Pastor; Sunday 9am Worship; 10:20am Adult Bible Study; 
Thursday 6:30pm Bible study. Email: 
stjohnlutheran@att.net

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church (LCMC)
31075 Genesis Ave., Stacy, MN 55079
651-462-5115. 
Office Hours - 9:00am - 1:00 pm 
9:00am Services, 
Sunday School following Service (10:15am). 
Email -  stjohns@midconetwork.com.
Website -  stjohnslutheranchurch-stacymn.org

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
980 West 4th Street, Rush City  320-358-3623
Sunday 8:45am Worship
Monday 10am Longer Look Bible Study 
stjohnsrushcity.org

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
400 SE 8th St., (Isanti #4 E.), PO Box 37, Braham
320-396-3103 
9:30am Sunday School & Adult Bible Study. 10:30am 
Worship.
ststephensbraham.org

Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA)
38460 Lincoln Trail, North Branch
651-674-7047   Pastor Paul Cannon
In person and online worship
Sundays at 8 am & 10 am
Coffee Hour at 9 am
Family Sunday School at 9 am
www.trinitynorthbranch.org
office@trinitynorthbranch.org

Methodist

Common Ground - A United Methodist Community  
404 Cypress St. North, Cambridge. 763-689-2071.
Pastors Amelia & Andrew Buschena. Sunday 9:30am 
Worship.
Livestream of services and more info at 
commongroundumc.org. 
Everyone Counts!

Non-Denominational

Grace Gospel Church 
P.O. Box 71, Cambridge

Located just north of Grandy, across from East Central 
Diesel
Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 am
Email: grace_2007@aol.com

Lakeside Christian Church
32393 Rendova Cir. N.E., Cambridge (3 mi. E of Cambridge 
just off Hwy. 95). 763-689-3649. Ministry Coordinator Jeff 
Bonkoski. Sunday 9:30am Worship. 
Retreat house & personal retreat cabins available. Call for 
reservation. Email:
lakesidesecretary@gmail.com. 
lakesidechurchcambridge.org 

Journey of Faith
Bible based worship. 
651-600-9878. 
faiththroughaction777@gmail.com
Sunday fellowship 9am
Worship & Youth Ministry 10am Come as you are. All 
welcome. Junction Bowl. 123 Cajima Street, NE, Isanti. 
Refreshments served.

JustPassinthru IHS Ministries
Becoming Agape – Allowing the Holy Spirit to
transform lives 
763-228-0883
Meeting at Crossroads Commons 1001 1st Ave. E., Suite 
100, Cambridge MN 
justpassinihs@gmail.com
Justpassinthru.net
Pastor Tom Bakke
Sunday mornings at 10 am
Sunday nights and Wednesdays

Pentecostal

The Journey New Life Church
601 Heritage Blvd NE, Isanti 
Pastor David L. Willis. 
Sunday 10am Worship & 
the Word & Kids’ Church. 
Sunday 6pm Family Worship. 
Wednesday 7pm Family Breakout Classes. 
763-689-4471
Thejourneynlc.org

763-689-3360763-689-3360

763-444-8873

Hwy. 65 N, Isanti, MN
www.MinnesotaEquipment.com

Specialists In Auto Collision Repair

Since
1978

1-320-358-4211
875 So. Bremer Ave., Rush City

LLC

W O R S H I P guideguide

To Advertise in this Spot, 
Contact:

Melissa Strand
Classi� ed Ad Consultant

763-250-9159
Email: starclass@countystar.com
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PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICES
CAMBRIDGE SELF STORAGE 
AND ISANTI SELF STORAGE
This is notice of intent to sell 

items located at Cambridge Self 
Storage and Isanti Self Storage. If 
Eda Peterson E25&E26, Holly Tobon 
N77, and Angela Taylor N02 do not 
pay their balances in full by May 
10, 2024 at 9AM, online auctions 
will be held May 13, 2024 at 9AM at 
www.storageauctions.net.  The units 
appear to contain household and 
garage items.

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on April 25; May 

2, 2024
_____________________________

NOTICE 2024 MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION

Notice is hereby given the City 
of Isanti will be accepting filings 
for Affidavits of Candidacy at Isanti 
City Hall from May 21, 2024 until 
5:00 pm on June 4, 2024. Affidavits 
of Candidacy can be delivered or 
mailed to 110-1st Ave NW PO Box 
428 Isanti, MN 55040. The cost 
to file an Affidavit of Candidacy is 
$15.00.

The following seats are up for 
election:

• One Councilmember Seat for 
a 2-year term, beginning November 
19, 2024 through December 31, 
2026. (Special Municipal Election)

• Two City Councilmember Seats 
for a Full-term of 4-years each 
beginning January 2025 through 
December 31, 2028.

A Municipal Primary Election 
will be held on August 13, 2024, 
if required. Please visit www.city-
ofisanti.us for candidacy require-
ments.

Jaden Strand
City Clerk
Posted: April 25, 2024 - June 

4, 2024
Published: May 2, 2024, May 9, 

2024, May 16, 2024, May 23, 2024, 
May 30, 2024

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on May, 2, 9, 16, 23, 

30, 2024

PROBATE
STATE OF MINNESOTA COUNTY 
0F CHISAGO DISTRICT COURT 

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No.: 13-PR-24-41
Melinda E. LeBaron (“Petitioner”) 

has filed a Petition for Determination 
of Descent.

It is Ordered that on June 27th 
2024, at 2:00 p.m. , a hearing will 

be held in this Court at Chisago 
County, Minnesota, on the petition. 
This matter will be held via remote 
technology.

The petition represents that the 
Decedent died intestate more than 
three (3) years ago leaving property 
in Minnesota. The petition requests 
the Court determine the descent of 
such property, and assign the prop-
erty to the persons entitled.

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or filed 
with the Court prior to the hearing. If 
the petition is proper and no objec-
tions are filed or raised, the petition 
will be granted.

Notice shall be given by publish-
ing this Notice and Order as provid-
ed by law and by:

Mailing a copy of this Notice and 
Order to each interested person by 
United States mail at least 14 days 
before the time set for the hearing 
and publishing this Notice and Order 
in accordance with Minn. Stat. § 
524.1-401(3).

Court File No.
Dated_____________________
BY THE COURT Catherine 

Treviono, Judge
Dated_____________________
Court Administrator: Kris 

Cunningham
JOSLIN & MOORE LAW 

OFFICES, P.A Clark A. Josiin
MN# 52802
221 2nd Avenue NW
Cambridge, MN 55008 
Telephone: (763) 6894101 
Facsimile: (763) 689-9794 
e-maii: cjosiin@joslinmoore.com 

ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on April 25; May 

2, 2024
_____________________________
STATE OF MINNESOTA COUNTY 
OF CHISAGO DISTRICT COURT 

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PROBATE DIVISION

AMENDED NOTICE OF AND 
ORDER FOR HEARING ON 

PETITION FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION OF INTESTACY, 

DETERMINATION OF HEIRS, 
FORMAL APPOINTMENT OF 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Court File No.: 13-PR-24-42
In Re: Estate of Laurie Anne 

Schmidt, Decedent.
It is Ordered and Notice is given 

that on June 27, 2024, at 9:30 am, 
a hearing will be held in this Court 
at 313 N. Main Street, Center City, 
Minnesota, on a petition for the 
adjudication of intestacy and deter-
mination of Decedent’s heirs, and 

for the appointment of Melinda E. 
LeBaron, whose address is 16570 
Harwell Avenue, Lakeville, MN 
55044, as personal representative 
of the Decedent’s estate in an unsu-
pervised administration.

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing or filed 
with the Court prior to the hearing. If 
the petition is proper and no objec-
tions are filed or raised, the person-
al representative will be appointed 
with the full power to administer 
the Decedent’s estate, including the 
power to collect all assets; to pay 
all legal debts, claims, taxes, and 
expenses; to sell real and personal 
property; and to do all necessary 
acts for the Decedent’s estate.

Notice is further given that, sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 
Decedent’s estate are required to 
present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court within 
four (4) months after the date of this 
notice or the claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT
Dated: 04/24/2024
Judge of District Court:  Jesse 

Seabrooks II, (Judge)
Dated:
Court Administrator: Kris 

Cunningham
JOSLIN & MOORE LAW 

OFFICES, P.A.
Clark A. Joslin
MN# 52802
221 NW 2nd Avenue
Cambridge, MN 55008
 PBT-322 | 12/2015 2
Telephone: Facsimile: e-mail:
(763) 689-4101
(763) 689-9794
cjoslin@joslinmoore.com
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on May 2, 9, 2024

_____________________________
STATE OF MINNESOTA COUNTY 
OF CHISAGO DISTRICT COURT 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
NOTICE OF INFORMAL 

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS (INTESTATE)
In Re: Estate of Lawrence 

Francis Eckl, Decedent.
Court File No.: 13-PR-24-43
Notice is given that an Application 

for Informal Appointment of Personal 
Representative was filed with the 
Registrar. No Will has been present-
ed for probate. The Registrar accept-
ed the application and appointed 
Rosemary A. Eckl, whose address 
6353 Stark Road, Harris, Minnesota 
55032, to serve as the personal rep-
resentative of the Decedent’s estate.

Any heir or other interested per-
son may be entitled to appointment 
as personal representative or may 
object to the appointment of the per-
sonal representative. Any objection 
to the appointment of the personal 
representative must be filed with 
the Court, and any properly filed 
objection will be heard by the Court 
after notice is provided to interested 
persons of the date of hearing on the 
objection.

Unless objections are filed, and 
unless the Court orders otherwise, 
the personal representative has the 
full power to administer the estate, 
including, after thirty (30) days from 
the issuance of letters of general 
administration, the power to sell, 
encumber, lease, or distribute any 
interest in real estate owned by the 
Decedent.

Notice is further given that, sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all 
creditors having claims against the 
Decedent’s estate are required to 
present the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court within 
four (4) months after the date of this 
notice or the claims will be barred.

Dated: April 24, 2024
Registrar:__________
Dated: April 24, 2024
Court Administrator: Kris 

Cunningham
Ann M. Tessneer (#0264519)
Tessneer Law Office
43020 Blackhawk Road 
Harris, MN 55032 
(763)552-8933 
ann@tessneerlawoffice.com 
Attorney for Applicant
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on May 2, 9, 2024

FORECLOSURES
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF 
THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: 
That Default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: January 
24, 2014

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $125,510.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Christian D. 
Anderson, Married

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Cole Taylor Bank

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
February 7, 2014 as DOCUMENT: 

A441137 in the Office of the 
County Recorder in Isanti County, 
Minnesota.

The mortgage was assigned for 
value as follows:

Assignee: MB Financial Bank, 
N.A.

Assignment dated: February 8, 
2018

Assignment recorded: February 
8, 2018

Assignment recording informa-
tion: DOCUMENT: A473126

All in the records of the 
County Recorder in Isanti County, 
Minnesota.

TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.: 07-011-
2000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: That part of the 
Northwest Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 11, Township 
35 North, Range 22 West, Isanti 
County, Minnesota, described as fol-
lows: Commencing at the northeast 
corner of the Northwest Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter of Section 
11; thence South, assumed bearing, 
along the east line of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Northwest Quarter, 
a distance of 639.88 feet to the 
point of beginning; thence North 86 
degrees West, a distance of 160 
feet; thence South 14 degrees West, 
a distance of 640 feet, more or less, 
to the southerly right-of-way line of 
State Trunk Highway No. 95; thence 
southeasterly, along said southerly 
highway right of way line, a distance 
of 133 feet, more or less, to the 
south line of the Northwest Quarter 
of the Northwest Quarter of section 
11; thence easterly, along said south 
line, a distance of 225 feet, more or 
less, to the southeast corner of the 
Northwest Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter; thence North, along the 
east line of the Northwest Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter, a distance of 
680 feet, more or less, to the point 
of beginning.

Abstract Property
STREET ADDRESS OF 

PROPERTY: 8379 Highway 95 
North East, North Branch, MN 55056

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Isanti

LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR: Cole 
Taylor Bank

RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER: Fifth Third Bank

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE: 
$102,287.08 AS OF 4/2/2024

THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to recover 
the debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part thereof; that there has 

been compliance with all pre-fore-
closure notice and acceleration 
requirements of said mortgage, and/
or applicable statutes. Pursuant to 
the power of sale contained in said 
Mortgage, the Mortgage will be fore-
closed, and the mortgaged premises 
will be sold by the Sheriff of Isanti 
County, Minnesota at public auction 
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: June 
20, 2024 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Isanti County 
Sheriff’s Office, 2440 S Main St, 
Cambridge, MN 55008 to pay the 
debt then secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed by law 
for redemption by said Mortgagor(s) 
or Mortgagor’s personal represen-
tatives or assigns is six (6) months.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the mortgage is not 
reinstated under Minn. Stat. §580.30 
or redeemed under Minn. Stat. 
§580.23, the mortgagor must vacate 
the mortgaged property by 11:59 
P.M. on December 20, 2024, or the 
next business day if December 20, 
2024 falls on a Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE:NONE

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS THAT MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Publication to begin the week of: 
4/25/2024

Fifth Third Bank, N.A., as suc-
cessor by merger to MB Financial 
Bank, N.A., Mortgagee/Mortgagee 
Assignee

The Sayer Law Group, P.C., Brian 
G. Sayer, Attorney for Mortgagee/
Mortgagee Assignee

925 E. 4th St., Waterloo, IA 50703
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 

County STAR on April 25; May 2, 
9, 16, 23, 30, 2024

Your guide to bride-approved 
vendors & events!

I SA N T I - C H I SAG OI SA N T I - C H I SAG O

Head Over HeelsHead Over HeelsHead Over HeelsHead Over Heels
Bridal  GuideBridal  Guide

CateringCateringCatering

Tuxedo RentalsTuxedo Rentals

VideographyVideography

Tuxedo Rentals

Videography

Your Business HERE!
Pick your category and your business 

will be listed under it!
Call Melissa to advertise 

763-250-9159
starclass@countystar.com

Leader
Suit & Tuxedo Rental

Award Winning Service
Downtown Cambridge, MN

763-689-1025
www.leadermn.com

Dan’s Catering Company, LLC
For all your Catering Needs! Our Food is DAN 

Good! Mobile Caterer Serving all of MN
700 Main Street, Onamia, MN

218-851-7643 
danscateringcompany@frontier.com

www.danscateringco.com

Britt Nelson Video, LLC
Creating a movie of your wedding day is 

our priority. 5 Years in Business!
10% o�  just mention this AD! 
Based in Cambridge MN

507-308-4900
www.BrittNelsonVideo.com

Attorneys Dentists

Heating/Cooling Veterinarians

Cambridge • 763-689-4604
807 Main St. N

Mora • 320-679-4197
2004 Mahogany St.

Serving the 
Community 
for 40 years. 

Your comprehensive 
veterinary service.

www.ecv.vet

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!

Orthodontist

Construction

Matthew M. Sievers • D.D.S., M.S.

Invisalign & Braces • Free Initial Exam

140 Birch St N., #106, 
Cambridge 

763-689-3134

705 4th Ave. SW, 
Pine City

320-629-9944

Cambridge & Pine CityCambridge & Pine City

www.embracemn.com

INVISALIGN AND BRACE FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

JOSLIN &  
MOORE

LAW OFFICES P.A.

Clark A. Joslin
221 NW 2nd Ave., Cambridge

763-689-4101

Dr. Melissa J. Pierson
Dr. Adon E. Crook

538 S. Main St., Suite 130, Cambridge
763-552-1616  

Office@Mycambridgedentist.com
www.MyCambridgeDentist.com

South Main Dental, P.A.

Your Local Your Local 
Specialists ResourceSpecialists Resource

Call-A-SpecalistCall-A-Specalist

815 Main St. S., Pine City
320-629-3531

When it comes to heating & air 
conditioning systems,

we’re your solution.

Est. 2002

dalesheatingandappliance.com

Your Business HERE!
Pick your category and 
your business will be 

listed under it!
Call Melissa to 

advertise 
763-250-9159

starclass@countystar.com

Specializing in Windows & Doors
651-214-5700

kpreisler@hotmail.com
FREE ESTIMATES

MN Lic. #BC807535
Like Us on Facebook!

Interested in sports, news, school events, 
special features & community events? 
Sounds like you need to pick up the Star 
and read all about it! I SA N T I - C H I SAG O

Thursday
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PUBLIC NOTICES CONTINUE

Potential Health Effects and 
Corrective Actions (If Applicable)

Fluoride: Fluoride is nature’s cav-
ity fighter, with small amounts pres-
ent naturally in many drinking water 
sources. There is an overwhelming 
weight of credible, peer-reviewed, 
scientific evidence that fluoridation 
reduces tooth decay and cavities in 
children and adults, even when there 
is availability of fluoride from other 
sources, such as fluoride toothpaste 
and mouth rinses. Since studies 
show that optimal fluoride levels in 
drinking water benefit public health, 
municipal community water systems 
adjust the level of fluoride in the 
water to an optimal concentration 
between 0.5 to 0.9 parts per million 
(ppm) to protect your teeth. Fluoride 
levels below 2.0 ppm are not expect-
ed to increase the risk of a cosmetic 
condition known as enamel fluorosis.

Some People Are More 
Vulnerable to Contaminants in 
Drinking Water

Some people may be more vul-
nerable to contaminants in drinking 
water than the general population. 
Immuno-compromised persons such 
as persons with cancer undergoing 
chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, peo-
ple with HIV/AIDS or other immune 
system disorders, some elderly, and 
infants can be particularly at risk 
from infections. The developing fetus 
and therefore pregnant women may 
also be more vulnerable to contam-
inants in drinking water. These peo-
ple or their caregivers should seek 
advice about drinking water from 
their health care providers. EPA/
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
guidelines on appropriate means 
to lessen the risk of infection by 
Cryptosporidium and other microbi-
al contaminants are available from 
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
1-800-426-4791.

Learn More about Your Drinking 
Water

Drinking Water Sources
Groundwater supplies 75 per-

cent of Minnesota’s drinking water, 
and found in aquifers beneath the 
surface of the land. Surface water 
supplies 25 percent of Minnesota’s 
drinking water, and is the water in 
lakes, rivers, and streams above the 
surface of the land.

Contaminants can get in drink-
ing water sources from the natural 
environment and from people’s daily 
activities. There are five main types 
of contaminants in drinking water 
sources.

· Microbial contaminants, such 
as viruses, bacteria, and parasites. 
Sources include sewage treatment 
plants, septic systems, agricultur-
al livestock operations, pets, and 
wildlife.

· Inorganic contaminants
include salts and metals from natural 
sources (e.g. rock and soil), oil and 
gas production, mining and farming 
operations, urban stormwater runoff, 
and wastewater discharges.

· Pesticides and herbicides are 
chemicals used to reduce or kill 
unwanted plants and pests. Sources 
include agriculture, urban stormwa-
ter runoff, and commercial and res-
idential properties.

· Organic chemical contam-
inants include synthetic and vol-
atile organic compounds. Sources 
include industrial processes and 
petroleum production, gas stations, 
urban stormwater runoff, and septic 
systems.

· Radioactive contaminants
such as radium, thorium, and ura-
nium isotopes come from natural 

sources (e.g. radon gas from soils 
and rock), mining operations, and oil 
and gas production.

The Minnesota Department of 
Health provides information about 
your drinking water source(s) in a 
source water assessment, including:

· How Cambridge is protecting 
your drinking water source(s);

· Nearby threats to your drinking 
water sources;

· How easily water and pollution 
can move from the surface of the 
land into drinking water sources, 
based on natural geology and the 
way wells are constructed.

Find your source water assess-
ment at Source Water Assessments 
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/
communities/environment/water/
swp/swa) or call 651-201-4700 
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.

Lead in Drinking Water
You may be in contact with lead 

through paint, water, dust, soil, food, 
hobbies, or your job. Coming in 
contact with lead can cause serious 
health problems for everyone. There 
is no safe level of lead. Babies, chil-
dren under six years, and pregnant 
women are at the highest risk.

Lead is rarely in a drinking water 
source, but it can get in your drink-
ing water as it passes through lead 
service lines and your household 
plumbing system. Cambridge is 
responsible for providing high quality 
drinking water, but it cannot control 
the plumbing materials used in pri-
vate buildings.

Read below to learn how you can 
protect yourself from lead in drinking 
water.

1. Let the water run for 30-60 
seconds before using it for drinking 
or cooking if the water has not been 
turned on in over six hours. If you 
have a lead service line, you may 
need to let the water run longer. 
A service line is the underground 
pipe that brings water from the main 
water pipe under the street to your 
home.

· You can find out if you have 
a lead service line by contacting 
your public water system, or you 
can check by following the steps 
at: https://www.mprnews.org/
story/2016/06/24/npr-f ind-lead-
pipes-in-your-home

· The only way to know if lead 
has been reduced by letting it run 
is to check with a test. If letting the 
water run does not reduce lead, 
consider other options to reduce 
your exposure.

2. Use cold water for drinking, 
making food, and making baby for-
mula. Hot water releases more lead 
from pipes than cold water.

3. Test your water. In most 
cases, letting the water run and 
using cold water for drinking and 
cooking should keep lead levels low 
in your drinking water. If you are still 
concerned about lead, arrange with 
a laboratory to test your tap water. 
Testing your water is important if 
young children or pregnant women 
drink your tap water.

· Contact a Minnesota 
Department of Health accredited 
laboratory to get a sample container 
and instructions on how to submit 
a sample:

Environmental Laboratory 
Accreditation Program (https://
eldo.web.health.state.mn.us/public/
accreditedlabs/labsearch.seam)

The Minnesota Department of 
Health can help you understand your 
test results.

4. Treat your water if a test 
shows your water has high levels 

of lead after you let the water run.
· Read about water treatment 

units:
Point-of-Use Water Treatment 

Units for Lead Reduction (https://
www.health.state.mn.us/communi-
ties/environment/water/factsheet/
poulead.html)

Learn more:
· Visit Lead in Drinking Water 

(https://www.health.state.mn.us/
communities/environment/water/
contaminants/lead.html)

· Visit Basic Information about 
Lead in Drinking Water (http://www.
epa.gov/safewater/lead)

· Call the EPA Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.
To learn about how to reduce your 
contact with lead from sources other 
than your drinking water, visit Lead 
Poisoning Prevention: Common 
Sources (https://www.health.state.
mn.us/communities/environment/
lead/sources.html).

Service Line Material Inventory
Our system will be working to 

complete an inventory of the service 
line materials before October 16, 
2021. The service line consists of 
the pipes that connect the water 
main to your home. Older homes 
may have materials such as lead in 
their service lines and this inventory 
will help us prioritize replacement of 
lead service lines in the future. We 
hope that customers will actively 
cooperate as we work to complete 
our inventory and we will make the 
information available once complete. 
For questions, please contact us.

Water systems have ongoing 
infrastructure, operations and main-
tenance costs in supplying safe 
drinking water, and many are imple-
menting additional efforts to help 
insure health equity and manage-
able water bills with:

o Turn the faucet off while brush-
ing teeth.

o Shower instead of bathing to 
reduce water use.

o Fix running toilets by replacing 
flapper valves.

o Run full loads of laundry and 
use a minimal water use setting.

o Our water system partners with 
others to help consumers with lim-
ited resources make payments to 
their water bills.

o Contact us to learn more.
Additional Information
Sprinkling Guidelines To main-

tain an adequate water supply and 
ensure the public’s safety, the City 
of Cambridge adopted Ordinance 
No. 450 that states that residents 
comply with the following guidelines 
on water sprinkling: For instance, all 
city properties with odd numbered 
house number address only sprin-
kle lawns on odd numbered days. 
(Example: 981 Cypress Street South 
may sprinkle lawn on May 21, 23, 
25, etc.) There will be NO sprinkling 
from noon to 6:00 p.m. All non-es-
tablished lawns can water every day 
for a period of six weeks except for 
the hours of noon to 6:00 p.m. Over 
seeding or spot patching of existing 
established yards can be watered 
every day with a hand-controlled 
hose. This is in effect from May 1 
through August 31st.

This report is not being directly 
mailed to all customers but a copy 
is available upon request.

www.ci.cambridge.mn.us
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 

County STAR on May 2, 2024

CAMBRIDGE 2023 DRINKING 
WATER REPORT 

Making Safe Drinking Water
Your drinking water comes from 

a groundwater source: three wells 
ranging from 410 to 427 feet deep, 
that draw water from the Mt. Simon 
aquifer.

Cambridge works hard to provide 
you with safe and reliable drinking 
water that meets federal and state 
water quality requirements. The pur-
pose of this report is to provide you 
with information on your drinking 
water and how to protect our pre-
cious water resources.

Contact Todd Schwab, Director of 
Public Works, at (763) 689-1800 or 
tschwab@ci.cambridge.mn.us if you 
have questions about Cambridge’s 
drinking water. You can also ask 
for information about how you can 
take part in decisions that may affect 
water quality.

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency sets safe drinking 
water standards. These standards 
limit the amounts of specific con-
taminants allowed in drinking water. 
This ensures that tap water is safe to 
drink for most people. The U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration regulates 
the amounts of certain contaminants 
in bottled water. Bottled water must 
provide the same public health pro-
tection as public tap water.

Drinking water, including bottled 
water, may reasonably be expected 
to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants. The presence 
of contaminants does not neces-
sarily indicate that water poses a 
health risk. More information about 
contaminants and potential health 
effects can be obtained by calling the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
1-800-426-4791.

Cambridge Monitoring Results
This report contains our mon-

itoring results from January 1 to 
December 31, 2023.

We work with the Minnesota 
Department of Health to test drinking 
water for more than 100 contam-
inants. It is not unusual to detect 

contaminants in small amounts. 
No water supply is ever completely 
free of contaminants. Drinking water 
standards protect Minnesotans from 
substances that may be harmful to 
their health.

Learn more by visiting the 
Minnesota Department of Health’s 
webpage Basics of Monitoring 
and testing of Drinking Water in 
Minnesota (https://www.health.state.
mn.us/communities/environment/
water/factsheet/sampling.html).  

How to Read the Water Quality 
Data Tables

The tables below show the con-
taminants we found last year or the 
most recent time we sampled for that 
contaminant. They also show the 
levels of those contaminants and the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
limits. Substances that we tested for 
but did not find are not included in 
the tables.

We sample for some contami-
nants less than once a year because 
their levels in water are not expected 
to change from year to year. If we 
found any of these contaminants the 
last time we sampled for them, we 
included them in the tables below 
with the detection date.

We may have done additional 
monitoring for contaminants that are 
not included in the Safe Drinking 
Water Act. To request a copy of 
these results, call the Minnesota 
Department of Health at 651-201-
4700 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday.

Some contaminants are moni-
tored regularly throughout the year, 
and rolling (or moving) annual aver-
ages are used to manage compli-
ance.  Because of this averaging, 
there are times where the Range of 
Detected Test Results for the calen-
dar year is lower than the Highest 
Average or Highest Single Test 
Result, because it occurred in the 
previous calendar year.

Definitions
· AL (Action Level): The con-

centration of a contaminant which, 
if exceeded, triggers treatment or 
other requirements which a water 

system must follow.  
· EPA: Environmental Protection 

Agency
· MCL (Maximum contaminant 

level): The highest level of a con-
taminant that is allowed in drinking 
water. MCLs are set as close to the 
MCLGs as feasible using the best 
available treatment technology.

· MCLG (Maximum contaminant 
level goal): The level of a contam-
inant in drinking water below which 
there is no known or expected risk 
to health. MCLGs allow for a margin 
of safety.

· MRDL (Maximum residual dis-
infectant level): The highest level 
of a disinfectant allowed in drinking 
water. There is convincing evidence 
that addition of a disinfectant is nec-
essary for control of microbial con-
taminants.

· MRDLG (Maximum residual 
disinfectant level goal): The level 
of a drinking water disinfectant below 
which there is no known or expected 
risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect 
the benefits of the use of disinfec-
tants to control microbial contam-
inants. 

· N/A (Not applicable): Does not 
apply.

· pCi/l (picocuries per liter): A 
measure of radioactivity.

· ppt (parts per trillion): One 
part per trillion is like one drop in one 
trillion drops of water, or about one 
drop in an Olympic sized swimming 
pool. ppt is the same as nanograms 
per liter (ng/l).

· ppb (parts per billion): One 
part per billion in water is like one 
drop in one billion drops of water, or 
about one drop in a swimming pool. 
ppb is the same as micrograms per 
liter (μg/l).

· ppm (parts per million): One 
part per million is like one drop in 
one million drops of water, or about 
one cup in a swimming pool. ppm 
is the same as milligrams per liter 
(mg/l).

· PWSID: Public water system 
identification.

Potential Health Effects and 
Corrective Actions (If Applicable)

Nitrate: Nitrate in drinking water 
at levels above 10 parts per million 
is a health risk for infants of less 

than six months of age. High nitrate 
levels in drinking water can cause 
blue baby syndrome.  Nitrate levels 
may rise quickly for short periods of 
time because of rainfall or agricultur-

al activity.  If you are caring for an 
infant, you should ask advice from 
your health care provider.

CAMBRIDGE 2023 DRINKING 

CAMBRIDGE 2023 DRINKING WATER REPORT

ISANTI COUNTY COURT REPORT

CHISAGO COUNTY COURT REPORT

The following felony charges were fi led in 
Isanti County Court on April 21 - 27. All 
individuals are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty.

Reginald Carson (DOB 06/08/1970) of 

Crystal, was charged April 22 with Terroristic 
Threats-Reckless Disregard Risk.

Jamie Lynn Fisher (DOB 07/13/1974) of Cam-
bridge, was charged April 25 with Financial 
Transaction Card Fraud-Use-No Consent.

The following felony charges were fi led in 
Chisago County Court on April 21 - 27. All 
individuals are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty.

Jeremy John Dahlquist (DOB 05/15/1975) - no 
listed address, was charged April 22 with Pred-

atory O� ender - Knowingly commits act or fails 
to fulfi ll registration requirement.

Stephen Thomas Paul (DOB 09/19/1959) of 
Forest Lake, was charged April 26 with Bur-
glary-3rd Deg-Steal/Commit Felony or Gross 
Misd.
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PUBLIC NOTICES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

ISANTI 2023 DRINKING WATER

Some People Are More 
Vulnerable to Contaminants in 
Drinking Water

Some people may be more 
vulnerable to contaminants in 
drinking water than the general 
population. Immuno-compromised 
persons such as persons with 
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, 
persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS 
or other immune system disorders, 
some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections. 
The developing fetus and therefore 
pregnant women may also be 
more vulnerable to contaminants in 
drinking water. These people or their 
caregivers should seek advice about 
drinking water from their health 
care providers. EPA/Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) guidelines 
on appropriate means to lessen the 
risk of infection by Cryptosporidium 
and other microbial contaminants 
are available from the Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Learn More about Your Drinking 
Water

Drinking Water Sources
Groundwater supplies 75 percent 

of Minnesota’s drinking water, 
and found in aquifers beneath the 
surface of the land. Surface water 
supplies 25 percent of Minnesota’s 
drinking water, and is the water in 
lakes, rivers, and streams above the 
surface of the land..

Contaminants can get in drinking 
water sources from the natural 
environment and from people’s daily 
activities. There are five main types 
of contaminants in drinking water 
sources.

· Microbial contaminants, such 
as viruses, bacteria, and parasites. 
Sources include sewage treatment 
plants, septic systems, agricultural 
livestock operations, pets, and 
wildlife.

· Inorganic contaminants
include salts and metals from natural 
sources (e.g. rock and soil), oil and 
gas production, mining and farming 
operations, urban stormwater runoff, 
and wastewater discharges.

· Pesticides and herbicides
are chemicals used to reduce or 
kill unwanted plants and pests. 
Sources include agriculture, urban 
stormwater runoff, and commercial 
and residential properties.

· Organic chemical 
contaminants include synthetic and 
volatile organic compounds. Sources 
include industrial processes and 
petroleum production, gas stations, 
urban stormwater runoff, and septic 
systems.

· Radioactive contaminants
such as radium, thorium, and 
uranium isotopes come from natural 

sources (e.g. radon gas from soils 
and rock), mining operations, and oil 
and gas production.

The Minnesota Department of 
Health provides information about 
your drinking water source(s) in a 
source water assessment, including:

· How Isanti is protecting your 
drinking water source(s);

· Nearby threats to your drinking 
water sources;

· How easily water and pollution 
can move from the surface of the 
land into drinking water sources, 
based on natural geology and the 
way wells are constructed.

Find your source water 
assessment at Source Water 
Assessments (https://www.
health.state.mn.us/communities/
environment/water/swp/swa) or call 
651-201-4700 between 8:00 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.

Lead in Drinking Water
You may be in contact with lead 

through paint, water, dust, soil, food, 
hobbies, or your job. Coming in 
contact with lead can cause serious 
health problems for everyone. There 
is no safe level of lead. Babies, 
children under six years, and 
pregnant women are at the highest 
risk.

Lead is rarely in a drinking 
water source, but it can get in 
your drinking water as it passes 
through lead service lines and your 
household plumbing system. Isanti 
is responsible for providing high 
quality drinking water, but it cannot 
control the plumbing materials used 
in private buildings.

Read below to learn how you can 
protect yourself from lead in drinking 
water.

1. Let the water run for 30-60 
seconds before using it for drinking 
or cooking if the water has not been 
turned on in over six hours. If you 
have a lead service line, you may 
need to let the water run longer. 
A service line is the underground 
pipe that brings water from the main 
water pipe under the street to your 
home.

· You can find out if you have 
a lead service line by contacting 
your public water system, or you 
can check by following the steps 
at: https://www.mprnews.org/
story/2016/06/24/npr-f ind-lead-
pipes-in-your-home

· The only way to know if lead 
has been reduced by letting it run 
is to check with a test. If letting the 
water run does not reduce lead, 
consider other options to reduce 
your exposure.

2. Use cold water for drinking, 
making food, and making baby 
formula. Hot water releases more 

lead from pipes than cold water.
3. Test your water. In most 

cases, letting the water run and 
using cold water for drinking and 
cooking should keep lead levels low 
in your drinking water. If you are still 
concerned about lead, arrange with 
a laboratory to test your tap water. 
Testing your water is important if 
young children or pregnant women 
drink your tap water.

· Contact a Minnesota 
Department of Health accredited 
laboratory to get a sample container 
and instructions on how to submit 
a sample:

Environmental Laboratory 
Accreditation Program (https://
eldo.web.health.state.mn.us/public/
accreditedlabs/labsearch.seam)

The Minnesota Department of 
Health can help you understand your 
test results.

4. Treat your water if a test 
shows your water has high levels of 
lead after you let the water run.

· Read about water treatment 
units:

Point-of-Use Water Treatment 
Units for Lead Reduction (https://
w w w . h e a l t h . s t a t e . m n . u s /
communities/environment/water/
factsheet/poulead.html)

Learn more:
· Visit Lead in Drinking Water 

(https://www.health.state.mn.us/
communities/environment/water/
contaminants/lead.html)

· Visit Basic Information about 
Lead in Drinking Water (http://www.
epa.gov/safewater/lead)

· Call the EPA Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.
To learn about how to reduce your 
contact with lead from sources other 
than your drinking water, visit Lead 
Poisoning Prevention: Common 
Sources (https://www.health.state.
mn.us/communities/environment/
lead/sources.html).

Water systems have ongoing 
infrastructure, operations and 
maintenance costs in supplying 
safe drinking water, and many are 
implementing additional efforts 
to help insure health equity and 
manageable water bills with:

o Turn the faucet off while 
brushing teeth.

o Shower instead of bathing to 
reduce water use.

o Fix running toilets by replacing 
flapper valves.

o Run full loads of laundry and 
use a minimal water use setting.

o Our water system partners 
with others to help consumers with 
limited resources make payments to 
their water bills.

o Contact us to learn more.
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 

County STAR on May 2, 2024

ISANTI 2023 DRINKING WATER 
REPORT

Making Safe Drinking Water
Your drinking water comes from 

a groundwater source: three wells 
ranging from 378 to 380 feet deep, 
that draw water from the Mt. Simon 
and Wonewoc-Mt.Simon aquifers.

Isanti works hard to provide you 
with safe and reliable drinking water 
that meets federal and state water 
quality requirements. The purpose 
of this report is to provide you with 
information on your drinking water 
and how to protect our precious 
water resources.

Contact Matthew Sylvester, Public 
Services Director, at (763) 772-5850 
or msylvester@cityofisanti.us if 
you have questions about Isanti’s 
drinking water. You can also ask 
for information about how you can 
take part in decisions that may affect 
water quality.

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency sets safe 
drinking water standards. These 
standards limit the amounts of 
specific contaminants allowed in 
drinking water. This ensures that 
tap water is safe to drink for most 
people. The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration regulates the amount 
of certain contaminants in bottled 
water. Bottled water must provide 
the same public health protection as 
public tap water.

Drinking water, including bottled 
water, may reasonably be expected 
to contain at least small amounts 
of some contaminants. The 
presence of contaminants does not 
necessarily indicate that water poses 
a health risk. More information about 
contaminants and potential health 
effects can be obtained by calling the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
1-800-426-4791.

Isanti Monitoring Results
This report contains our 

monitoring results from January 1 to 
December 31, 2023.

We work with the Minnesota 
Department of Health to test 
drinking water for more than 100 

contaminants. It is not unusual 
to detect contaminants in small 
amounts. No water supply is ever 
completely free of contaminants. 
Drinking water standards protect 
Minnesotans from substances that 
may be harmful to their health.

Learn more by visiting the 
Minnesota Department of Health’s 
webpage Basics of Monitoring 
and testing of Drinking Water in 
Minnesota (https://www.health.state.
mn.us/communities/environment/
water/factsheet/sampling.html).

How to Read the Water Quality 
Data Tables

The tables below show the 
contaminants we found last year or 
the most recent time we sampled for 
that contaminant. They also show 
the levels of those contaminants 
and the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s limits. Substances that we 
tested for but did not find are not 
included in the tables.

We sample for some contaminants 
less than once a year because their 
levels in water are not expected 
to change from year to year. If we 
found any of these contaminants the 
last time we sampled for them, we 
included them in the tables below 
with the detection date.

We may have done additional 
monitoring for contaminants that are 
not included in the Safe Drinking 
Water Act. To request a copy of 
these results, call the Minnesota 
Department of Health at 651-201-
4700 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday.

Some contaminants are monitored 
regularly throughout the year, and 
rolling (or moving) annual averages 
are used to manage compliance. 
Because of this averaging, there are 
times where the Range of Detected 
Test Results for the calendar year is 
lower than the Highest Average or 
Highest Single Test Result, because 
it occurred in the previous calendar 
year.

Definitions
· AL (Action Level): The 

concentration of a contaminant 
which, if exceeded, triggers 

treatment or other requirements 
which a water system must follow.

· EPA: Environmental Protection 
Agency

· MCL (Maximum contaminant 
level): The highest level of 
a contaminant that is allowed in 
drinking water. MCLs are set as 
close to the MCLGs as feasible 
using the best available treatment 
technology.

· MCLG (Maximum contaminant 
level goal): The level of a 
contaminant in drinking water below 
which there is no known or expected 
risk to health. MCLGs allow for a 
margin of safety.

· MRDL (Maximum residual 
disinfectant level): The highest 
level of a disinfectant allowed in 
drinking water. There is convincing 
evidence that addition of a 
disinfectant is necessary for control 
of microbial contaminants.

· MRDLG (Maximum residual 
disinfectant level goal): The level 
of a drinking water disinfectant 
below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health. MRDLGs 
do not reflect the benefits of the use 
of disinfectants to control microbial 
contaminants.

· N/A (Not applicable): Does not 
apply.

· pCi/l (picocuries per liter): A 
measure of radioactivity.

· ppt (parts per trillion): One 
part per trillion is like one drop in one 
trillion drops of water, or about one 
drop in an Olympic sized swimming 
pool. ppt is the same as nanograms 
per liter (ng/l).

· ppb (parts per billion): One 
part per billion in water is like one 
drop in one billion drops of water, or 
about one drop in a swimming pool. 
ppb is the same as micrograms per 
liter (μg/l).

· ppm (parts per million): One 
part per million is like one drop in 
one million drops of water, or about 
one cup in a swimming pool. ppm 
is the same as milligrams per liter 
(mg/l).

· PWSID: Public water system 
identification.

Potential Health Effects and 
Corrective Actions (If Applicable)

Fluoride: If your drinking water 
fluoride levels are below the optimal 
concentration range of 0.5 to 0.9 
ppm, please talk with your dentist 
about how you can protect your 
teeth and your family’s teeth from 
tooth decay and cavities. For more 
information, visit: MDH Drinking 
Water Fluoridation (https://www.
health.state.mn.us/communities/
environment/water/com/fluoride.
html). Fluoride is nature’s cavity 
fighter, with small amounts present 
naturally in many drinking water 
sources. There is an overwhelming 
weight of credible, peer-reviewed, 
scientific evidence that fluoridation 
reduces tooth decay and cavities in 
children and adults, even when there 
is availability of fluoride from other 
sources, such as fluoride toothpaste 
and mouth rinses. Since studies 
show that optimal fluoride levels in 
drinking water benefit public health, 
municipal community water systems 
adjust the level of fluoride in the 
water to an optimal concentration 
between 0.5 to 0.9 parts per million 
(ppm) to protect your teeth. Fluoride 
levels below 2.0 ppm are not 
expected to increase the risk of a 
cosmetic condition known as enamel 
fluorosis.

Monitoring Results – 
Unregulated Substances

In addition to testing drinking 
water for contaminants regulated 
under the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
we sometimes also monitor for 

contaminants that are not regulated. 
Unregulated contaminants do not 
have legal limits for drinking water.

Detection alone of a regulated 
or unregulated contaminant should 
not cause concern. The meaning of 
a detection should be determined 
considering current health effects 
information. We are often still 
learning about the health effects, 
so this information can change over 
time.

The following table shows the 
unregulated contaminants we 
detected last year, as well as human-
health based guidance values for 
comparison, where available. EPA 
may not have set human-health 
based guidance values for some 
contaminants. The comparison 
values are based only on potential 
health impacts and do not consider 
our ability to measure contaminants 
at very low concentrations or the 
cost and technology of prevention 
and/or treatment. They may be set 
at levels that are costly, challenging, 
or impossible for water systems 
to meet (for example, large-scale 
treatment technology may not exist 
for a given contaminant).

A person drinking water with 
a contaminant at or below the 
comparison value would be at little 
to no risk for harmful health effects. 
If the level of a contaminant is above 
the comparison value, people of a 
certain age or with special health 
conditions-like a fetus, infants, 
children, elderly, and people with 
impaired immunity—may need 

to take extra precautions. We are 
notifying you of the unregulated 
contaminants we have detected as a 
public education opportunity.

· More information is available 
on MDH’s A-Z List of Contaminants 
in Water (https://www.health.state.
mn.us/communities/environment/
water/contaminants/index.html,

· Fourth Unregulated Contaminant 
Monitoring Rule (UCMR 4) 
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/
communities/environment/water/
com/ucmr4.html),

· Fifth Unregulated Contaminant 
Monitoring Rule (https://www.epa.
gov/dwucmr/ f i f th-unregulated-
contaminant-monitoring-rule),

· EPA UCMR 5 Data Finder: 
The Unregulated Contaminant 
Monitoring Rule 5 (UCMR5) Data 
finder allows people to easily search 
for, summarize, and download the 
available UCMR 5 analytical results.

· EPA has developed a UCMR5 
Program Overview Factsheet 
(h t tps : / /www.epa.gov /sys tem/
files/documents/2022-02/ucmr5-
factsheet.pdf) describing UCMR 5 
contaminants and standards.

U N R E G U L A T E D 
CONTAMINANTS – Tested in 
drinking water.

Contaminant Comparison 
Value Highest Average Result 
or Highest Single Test Result 
Range of Detected Test Results

Sodium* 20 ppm 14.8  ppm 
N/A

Sulfate 500 ppm 7.88 ppm 
N/A

CountyStar.com
Visit us online at



EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SALES 
CONSULTANT

Mora Chevrolet is looking for a FT 
Sales Consultant. Previous experience 

preferred, but not required. 
Must have a valid driver’s license. 

Stop in, or call 320-679-2133 to apply.

800 Hwy. 65 SOUTH, Mora
320-679-2133   •   800-745-MORA

MORACHEVROLET.COM

LOT MANAGER/DETAILER
Looking for a part-time Lot Manager/Detailer to join 

our team. Valid driver’s license required. Duties include 
cleaning inside/outside of vehicles, prep vehicles for 
showings/lot. Call or stop in to fill out an application.

800 Hwy. 65 SOUTH, Mora   •   320-679-2133   •   800-745-MORA
MORACHEVROLET.COM

Notice of Employment Opportunity
Grantsburg School District
8TH GRADE ELA TEACHER

JOB DESCRIPTION: 1.0 FTE

QUALIFICATIONS: Candidates must have or be eligible for WI 
DPI certification in Elementary and Middle School Education or 
English and Language Arts (4-12)

REQUIREMENTS: The ideal candidate will have a passion for 
teaching adolescents and the skills to guide them to success in 
their learning. Candidates should also have experience with data-
driven decision-making, differentiation, and a desire to work in a 
team of collaborative, progressive thinking educators focused on 
the development of the whole child. Candidates must have the 
ability to provide a safe and positive learning environment for all 
students. Technology literacy is also desired.

HOW TO APPLY: Applicants are encouraged to apply by using 
the Wisconsin Education Career Access Network (WECAN) site 
at https://wecan.education.wisc.edu/#/. You may also send a 
letter of application, resume, credentials (3 current letters of 
recommendation and transcripts) and a copy of license to the 
address below. This posting will be open until filled.

CONTACT: Kristofer Wallace
Grantsburg School District
500 E. James Ave.
Grantsburg, WI 54840
Website: http://www.gk12.net

DESCRIPTION: Grantsburg School District is a pre-K-12 school 
system of 1600+ students that is located in NW Wisconsin. We 
have 5 schools in our District: Grantsburg High School, Grantsburg 
Middle School, Grantsburg Elementary School, Nelson Primary 
School, and iForward, our online school (grades K-12). We 
are located just over an hour from the Twin Cities Metro area. 
Grantsburg is located on the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway 
and is the home of Crex Meadows 
State Wildlife Area.

The School District of Grantsburg is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate 

on the basis of age, race, color, religion, sex, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, pregnancy, 

status as a parent, national origin, age, disability 
(physical or mental), family medical history or 

genetic information, political affiliation, military 
service, or other non-merit based factors.

Notice of Employment Opportunity
Grantsburg School District

6TH GRADE TEACHER
JOB DESCRIPTION: 1.0 FTE

QUALIFICATIONS: Candidates must have or be eligible for WI DPI 
certification in Elementary and/or Middle School Education

REQUIREMENTS: The ideal candidate will have a passion for 
teaching young children and the skills to guide them to success in 
their learning. Candidates should also have experience with data-
driven decision-making, differentiation, and a desire to work in 
a team of collaborative, progressive thinking educators focused 
on the development of the whole child. Candidate must have the 
ability to provide a safe and positive learning environment for all 
students. Technology literacy is also desired.

HOW TO APPLY: Applicants are encouraged to apply by using 
the Wisconsin Education Career Access Network (WECAN) site 
at https://wecan.education.wisc.edu/#/. You may also send a 
letter of application, resume, credentials (3 current letters of 
recommendation and transcripts) and a copy of license to the 
address below. This posting will be open until filled.

CONTACT: Kris Wallace
Grantsburg School District
500 E. James Ave.
Grantsburg, WI 54840
(715) 463-2455
kris.wallace@gk12.net

DESCRIPTION: Grantsburg School District is a pre-K-12 school 
system of 1600+ students that is located in NW Wisconsin. We 
have 5 schools in our District: Grantsburg High School, Grantsburg 
Middle School, Grantsburg Elementary School, Nelson Primary 
School, and iForward, our online school (grades K-12). We 
are located just over an hour from the Twin Cities Metro area. 
Grantsburg is located on the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway 
and is the home of Crex Meadows 
State Wildlife Area.

The School District of Grantsburg is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate 

on the basis of age, race, color, religion, sex, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, pregnancy, 

status as a parent, national origin, age, disability 
(physical or mental), family medical history or 

genetic information, political affiliation, military 
service, or other non-merit based factors.
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Saturday  May 4.  10
a.m. Live on-site auc-
tion. Property of Scott
& Victoria  Dyson.  Lo-
cated at 7050 Spruce
Dr,  Princeton  Mn.
Household,  outdoor
and misc. Auctions by
Robyn.  Col.  Byron
Robyn Auctioneer  Lic
#33-21.  320-291-
9566.  robyn2229@g-
mail.com.  Midwest-
auctions.com/robyn.
Auctionsbyrobyn.com.

Saturday,  May  11
10:00  a.m.  Bostrom's
Farm Machinery  Auc-
tion.  Located  3  miles
South  of  Isanti  on
Hwy. 65 to 265th Ave.,
West ½ mile. Call now
to consign for free ad-
vertising.  Hay,  stray
and  firewood  sold  at
noon.  Lyle  Bostrom,
Lic.#30-29,  612-270-
6395.  Nathan
Bostrom,  Lic.  #30-47,
763-286-6840.  Cullen
Bartz,  Lic.  #30-48.
www.bostromsauc-
tions.com. 
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Chimney/Roofing
Repair. Insulation
Services. Call 612-
845-0289

Wanted: Ford truck
1997-2008 parts or re-
pair truck. 612-845-
0289

Dale's Heating & Ap-
pliance.“When  it
comes  to  heating  &  air
condition ing  systems,
we're  your  solution.”
320-629-3531. 815
Main St. S. Pine City.
dalesheatingandappli-
ance.com

Up to 49 channels for
free. No monthly bills.
Dave's TV and Anten-
na: 320-515-0270

Mora Apartment
1 bdrm. $925/month,
includes utilities.
Washer/Dryer on-site.
No pets, No
smoking/vaping/e-
cigs. 612-470-3319,
moratroveproperty@g-
mail.com

Diesel Problems?
Call the experts: 
East Central Diesel
763-689-9470
eastcentraldiesel.net

Saturday May 4. 9:30
a.m.  Roger  Vacinek
moving  auction.  Lo-
cated  at  707  1st Ave
NW,  Pine  City  Mn.
Tractor,  tools,  house-
hold,  lawn  &  garden,
guns & outdoor items.
Heidelberger  Farm
Equipment  LLC.  Auc-
tioneer:  Cullen  Bartz
Lic  #30-48  &  Jimmie
Guligowski  Lic  #58-
31.  Auction  #587006.
320-629-1122. Heidel-
bergerFarmEquip-ll-
c@hotmail.com. 

Hugo Equipment is
looking for PT/FT

counter help with cus-
tomer questions look-
ing up parts, ordering,

taking phone calls.
Not required to lift rid-
ing lawn mowers. visit
in person, drop off re-

sume or call
651.429.8163

Looking for High-
school student to help
with setting up equip-
ment at Hugo Equip-
ment,unboxing,set
up,cleaning,equip-

ment prep.
Calll today

651.429.8163

Is your husband newly
retired, is he following
you around like a pup-
py. Hugo Equipment
is looking for a driver

to help with pick ups &
drop off. We have the
truck and trailer. Visit
us at the shop or call

651.429.8163 

We can help! Place a
LOST & FOUND line
ad FREE for 1 week!
Call 763- 250- 9159  to
place your ad in the
Kanabec County
Times, Pine City Pio-
neer, Isanti-Chisago
County Star, & Adver-
tiser.

16-inch Seasoned,
Mixed Hardwood. Two
cord loads for $500
delivered. Delivery
charge over 25 miles.
320-679-1815.

Army Veteran getting
married June 2024
looking to purchase
FSBO home on small
acreage to start a fam-
ily or land to build a
home. Chisago, Isanti
or Pine County pre-
ferred. 651-278-5882

Designs by Jeff: Cus-
tom airbrushing, vehi-
cle wraps, fleet graph-
ics, signs, logo de-
signs. Over 35 years
of experience. De-
signsByJeff.com 763-
443-3135

Free pine firewood
and logs. Call 651-
674-7215 or 651-331-
9467

Looking for that per-
fect gift for an anniver-
sary or birthday?
Think about giving a
subscription to the
Kanabec County
Times. Call our office
today (320)679-2661
to start delivery – we
accept Visa or Master-
card!

Apt. Maintenance: FT
or PT Technician for
repairing basic items
in buildings. Basic
skills needed in Paint-
ing, Drywall, Plumb-
ing, Work Orders.
Also, organizational
skills, pride in work &
great customer ser-
vice! $25-32/hour.
Possible Team posi-
tion and/or on-site apt.
Call Dave 320-267-
4881

Gardener's  Compost
Fully decomposed rot-
ted cow manure. $150
4 yard load, free local
delivery.  320-224-
9878. 

For  Sale  17'  alu-
minum  canoe.
$225.00.  320-679-
2218.

Garage Sale May 3-4.
8  a.m-  6  p.m. Man
Cave  stuff.  Pit  bike,
pressure  washer,
Harley parts, camping,
tools,  generator,
ATV/UTV tires, Honda
5hp  pump,  baseball
cards,  clothes.  Fair-
grounds  Commercial
Building.

P&G Outdoor: Lawn
mowing, rough terrain
mowing, tree branch,
brush yard waste re-
moval, chainsaw, pole
saw work. Odd Jobs.
320-679-3375

Wacker  soil  com-
pactor, $100. 3-pt rear
tractor  dirt  scoop,
$150.  3-pc surveyor's
kit,  $500.  chuck-
lar7@yahoo.com.

For Sale: Recondi-
tioned washers, 
dryers, ranges, 
refrigerators. Rick's
Home Furnishings 
320-679-4047.

Alterations and cloth-
ing  repairs,  25  years
experience.  320-396-
4152  Contact  Rose-
mary.  Braham 

Thursday, May 16 10
a.m.  Live Real Estate
and Personal Property
auction. Allen Weaver
Estate-owner.  7674
Ronneby  Rd.  N.E.,
Foley,  MN.  Real  es-
tate  for sale  at  noon.
Two  story  home  and
out buildings on 16.65
acres.  Open  house
May 5, 1-3 p.m. or by
appointment.  2002
Saturn.  1989  GMC
1500 SLE Sierra pick-
up. Lawn, garden and
farm equipment. Tools
and  shop  equipment.
Firearms.  Antiques,
collectibles,  and
household  items.
Siemers  Auctioneers,
Mitchell Siemers, auc-
tioneer, Lic. no. 48-20-
016,  320-267-1799,
www.midwestauction-
s.com/siemers.  Henry
Auction Service, Bran-
don  Henry,  auction-
eer,  Lic.  no.  05-17-
001, 320-241-5864.

Buying  sports  card
collections  call  Tom
612-701-7396

Deb's Tiny Tots 
experience. Infant 
thru school ages. 
Certified CPR/First
Aid. Braham. 
763-333-4990.

Antiques Wanted,
anything nice. Call
Gary at 651-238-0909
in Mora. 

BUYING SIGNS:
Beer, liquor, automo-
tive, farming, marine,
gas and oil, new, old,
neon, light-up, metal,
mirrors. The more the
better. We can't pay
retail, but will pay a
fair price and we pay
cash. Contact Don
651-334-9118

Cemetery Plot:
$1,000. Email Lorra at
misslohu@yahoo.com

Wanted: Recurved
bows, deer & moose
horns, duck calls,
hunting advertising
Winchester. Call 651-
238-0909. Mora, MN

Tree Fellers Tree
Service
Insured arborist with
20+ years of
experience. Free
estimates – trimming,
removal, and
consultations. 
763-443-2631

PLACE A CLASSIFIED TODAY
763-250-9159

Need a Legal Published?
Call 763-250-9159

Place an ad today!
Call 763-250-9159 or email 

starclass@countystar.com to  
place a classified ad!

EXCESS BAGGAGE
WEIGHING YOU DOWN?

Placing a classified ad is an easy and afford-
able way to advertise your unwanted items 
to hundreds of potential buyers. Contact us 
today and start turning the stuff you don’t 
want into something you do want: CASH!

Isanti-Chisago County Star 763-250-9159  
or email starclass@countystar.com

You’ve Got It!
Somebody 

Wants It!
Sell it in the 
classifieds -
763-250-9159 or email 
starclass@countystar.com

TIRED OF 
SEARCHING 

FOR BUYERS?
Placing a classified ad is an easy 

and affordable way to make your 
wares the focus of attention 

among potential buyers.
What are you waiting for?

Contact us today!
Isanti-Chisago County Star

763-250-9159
starclass@countystar.com
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Readers’ Choice
2024 BEST OF

NOMINATIONS ACCEPTED:NOMINATIONS ACCEPTED: Wednesday, May 1 – Sunday, May 19 Wednesday, May 1 – Sunday, May 19
VOTING:VOTING: July 10 – August 4 •  July 10 – August 4 • WINNERS ANNOUNCED:WINNERS ANNOUNCED: October 2 October 2

Sports & Recreation

Health & Fitness

Shopping

Arts & Entertainment

Local

Eating & Drinking

Services

Scan Here Scan Here 
to Nominateto Nominate

isanti-chisagocountystar.com/bestof

2024

BEST
Isanti-Chisago

County

of the Star

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT
Community Manager
or TEAM for a Premier
55+ Housing in Mora.
Do you enjoy Cus-
tomer Service, Office
Work, Planning
Events & Overseeing
a Great Community?
We offer a 28-35 hour
PT position with a
flexible schedule. Will
consider candidates
living both off or on-
site options. Call me
and we can tailor this
position perfect for
you! Dave 320-267-
4881

Dietary Aide/
Cashier

Apply Here

Welia Health is looking for new team 
members in nutritional services.  Welia 
Health is hiring (2) Casual Dietary Aides/
Cashiers.  The positions are permanent 
with no regularly scheduled hours per pay 
period.  Must be available days/evenings, 
every other weekend, and some holidays.    
The Dietary Aide/Cashier assists 

customers at the serving line 
and at the cash register.  

Make a diff erence with us!

weliahealth.org/join-our-team/
Welia Health is an equal opportunity provider.

Conducts building 
inspections to ensure compliance with 
codes and regulations, reviews plans 

for construction standards, issues and 
files notices and orders, and completes 

required reports.   Must hold current 
Minnesota Department of Labor and 

Industry certification as Building Official 
Limited or ability to be mentored and 
obtain certification within one year of 

hire. $37.32 to $49.14 DOQ.

 Apply online at 
www.chisagocountymn.gov 

by May 14, 2024.

Building 
Inspector

Notice of Employment Opportunity
Grantsburg School District

MS MATH TEACHER - FULL TIME
JOB DESCRIPTION: Full-Time Math Middle School Teacher 
beginning in the 2024-25 school year. Applicants with a 
mathematics certification are strongly encouraged to apply. This 
position will be primarily 7th and 8th math instruction. 100% FTE.

QUALIFICATIONS: Grantsburg School District is seeking 
applicants with the desire to join a dynamic and engaging staff 
to be a part of a strong math department. Applicants need to 
have a Wisconsin Certification or ability to obtain DPI certification. 
Applicants must possess the dynamics to build relationships with 
children to create an atmosphere of learning and mutual respect. 
The ability to interact and be a contributing member of a talented 
and dedicated teaching faculty is desired. Technology skills, 
willingness to learn technology skills, and the ability to apply the 
skills in the classroom are necessary. Applicants with experience 
using CPM are desirable, but not required. Coaching opportunities 
may exist for qualified candidates. Strong references for this 
position are essential.

REQUIREMENTS: We are seeking applicants with certification 
in math education. Applicants need to be prepared to deal with 
aspects of the personal, social, and academic needs of middle 
school students. Applicants should possess the skills necessary to 
communicate effectively with parents in order to build educational 
partnerships. Interested applicants should be willing to take part 
in school and student improvement initiatives.

HOW TO APPLY: Applicants are encouraged to apply by using 
the Wisconsin Education Career Access Network (WECAN) site 
at https://wecan.education.wisc.edu/#/. You may also send a 
letter of application, resume, credentials (3 current letters of 
recommendation and transcripts) and a copy of license to the 
address below. This position will be open until filled.

CONTACT: Kris Wallace, Principal
Grantsburg Middle District
500 East James Ave.
Grantsburg, WI 54840
(715) 463-2455
kris.wallace@gk12.net

The School District of Grantsburg is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate 

on the basis of age, race, color, religion, sex, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, pregnancy, 

status as a parent, national origin, age, disability 
(physical or mental), family medical history or 

genetic information, political affiliation, military 
service, or other non-merit based factors.

Notice of Employment Opportunity
Grantsburg School District
MIDDLE SCHOOL SPECIAL 

EDUCATION TEACHER
JOB DESCRIPTION: Full-time Special Education Teacher for 
the 2024-25 school year. Applicants with certification in Special 
Education are strongly encouraged to apply. 100% FTE

QUALIFICATIONS: Appropriate Wisconsin DPI Certification in 
Cross Categorical Special Education or the ability to obtain a 
license.

REQUIREMENTS: Special Education Cross Categorical 
experience and middle school teaching experience preferred. 
Applicants are required to work effectively with the middle 
school special education team to design and implement high 
quality educational programming for our students. Excellent 
interpersonal communication skills and the ability to work in 
conjunction with building administration and classroom teachers 
to provide innovative behavior management approaches are 
necessary. Knowledge of IEP writing and management, referral 
process, functional behavior assessments, co-teaching, instruction 
based on the needs of the student as outlined in the IEP, and 
successful cross categorical programs is required. Applicants 
should possess the skills necessary to communicate effectively 
and collaborate with parents, county service workers, and multiple 
service providers in order to build educational partnerships. 
Applicants need to be prepared to deal with all aspects of the 
personal, social, and academic needs of middle school students. 
Interested applicants should be willing to take part in school and 
student improvement initiatives.

HOW TO APPLY: Applicants are encouraged to apply by using 
the Wisconsin Education Career Access Network (WECAN) site at: 
https://services.education.wisc.edu/wecan/teachers/login/form2.
cfm. You may also send a letter of application, resume, credentials 
(3 current letters of recommendation and transcripts) and a copy 
of license to the address below. This posting will be open until 
filled.

CONTACT: Kris Wallace, Principal
Grantsburg Middle District
500 East James Ave.
Grantsburg, WI 54840
(715) 463-2455
kris.wallace@gk12.net

The School District of Grantsburg is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer and does not 

discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, 
religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, pregnancy, status as a parent, 

national origin, age, disability (physical or mental), family medical history or genetic 
information, political affiliation, military service, or other non-merit based factors.
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WAYNE’S
NURSERY & LANDSCAPING

GREENHOUSES GREENHOUSES 
GARDEN CENTERSGARDEN CENTERS

We’re the 
place to

651-462-1500

OPEN DAILY
Mon.-Fri. 9-7

Sat. 9-6 • Sun. 10-5

Don’t Forget Mom!Don’t Forget Mom!
Great selection on Mother’s Day decorative planters 

from small to HUGE! Gi�  Certi� cates Available! 
A Real Blast of Color for MOM! Huge assortment 
of unique succulent and pansy bowls! NEW Fairy 

Garden Stu� ! All for Mom & you.
Shop outside the “Big Box”…

ALWAYS SOMETHING DIFFERENT!

2 LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE YOU!

Main Garden CenterMain Garden Center

To all our Great Customers, Friends and of course, 
All our Newest Customers! 

Welcome, Stop in, be Amazed! 
Get Inspired!

Rush City LocationRush City Location
Old Hwy 61 at CR 7 (8th St.)

2222 LOCATIONS  LOCATIONS 22
555555555 YYYeeeYeYYYeYeYeYYYeY aaa

3 1/2 mi. So. of North Branch 
at CR 17 & CR 30 (Old Hwy. 61) 

or 2 blks E of  I-35 on Hwy. 17

TOP

SERVICESERVICEFriendly
Personable knowledgeable 
staff  “We still say Thank You!”

SELECTIONSELECTIONHUGE

Always something New!

PRICESPRICESGREAT

“You’ll See!”

QUALITYQUALITY
Plants & Products

Landscaping?
Consultation/
Materials Yard

651-462-1500651-462-1500651-462-1500

Environmentally 
“GREEN” 
You Bet!

Recycle, 
Return, Reuse 

Your Pots/
Containers

We’re so excited… 
We Wet Our Plants!We Wet Our Plants!

NEW! Tropicals in stockNEW! Tropicals in stock

All our Newest Customers! 
Welcome, Stop in, be Amazed! 

OPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILYOPEN DAILY
Landscaping?
Consultation/
Materials Yard

Welcome, Stop in, be Amazed! 

Consultation/

Your "GO TO" Your "GO TO" 
Garden Centers!Garden Centers!

We’re so excited… We’re so excited… We’re so excited… We’re so excited… We’re so excited… We’re so excited… We’re so excited… We’re so excited… We’re so excited… We’re so excited… We’re so excited… We’re so excited… 
Special Spring Welcome To All!Special Spring Welcome To All!

We are growing for you! Check out our NEW Greenhouse 
stocked with an amazing selection of plants.50


