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BY BILL STICKELS III
EDITOR@COUNTYSTAR.COM

Borrowing from a well-known hockey game announcement, the 
Isanti City Council is now at full strength — again.

On a unanimous 3-0 written vote (Councilmember Steve 
Lundeen was absent), the Isanti Council has appointed Nicholas 
Pedersen to fi ll the remainder of Luke Merrill’s council seat, 
which opened after Merrill was appointed interim mayor at the 
beginning of January.

Pedersen was chosen after interviews with four of the fi ve appli-
cants. The fi fth applicant, Kenneth Waldo, informed city staff he 
would be unable to attend the Jan. 21 meeting, when interviews 
took place.

The four remaining applicants each admitted they had limited 
government experience. The closest to having experience was 
Jacob Miller, who unsuccessfully ran against current council 
member Jeff Holmgren in last November’s special election.

In his interview, Pedersen said he moved to Isanti in 2018 from 
St. Paul due in large part to getting tired of the crime, which cul-

minated with a police chase ending with a vehicle crashing into 
his neighbor’s house.

Pedersen admitted it wasn’t completely his idea to apply to be 
on the council. “Initially, I did not have a desire to be on the coun-
cil,” he said. “But many people keep asking me to get involved in 
local government. So here I am.”

He said to prepare for the interview, he watched videos of the 
council meetings from the last three months.

“I heard many points where I agreed with the council, however, 
I do feel I have some input I can offer that wasn’t there.”

He added that he helped campaign “for a few candidates,” but 
beyond that, his only other government experience was being in 
the National Guard as an MP. He also said he had a “deep inter-
est” in politics.

He said his top priorities are maintaining or decreasing taxes, 
“although with the city growing, that’s going to be diffi cult.” He 
added road maintenance and safety is another of his priorities.

Differing from the previous council appointments, Pedersen 
was immediately sworn in and took his seat for the remainder of 
the meeting. His term expires Dec. 31, 2026.

Isanti council appoints Pedersen to fi ll vacancy

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Showing o� 
Jim Jaglo pops a wheelie as 
he approaches the fi nish 
line of the annual “Freezer 
Burn Fatbike Race” held at 
Springvale County Park on 
Saturday, Jan. 18. Nearly 30 
riders braved the near-zero 
temperatures to participate 
in the event, which raises 
money for park improve-
ments. Specifi cally, accord-
ing to Isanti County Parks 
Director Barry Wendorf, the 
money that has been raised 
from the nine races through-
out the years is earmarked 
to be used as matching 
funds for any grants the 
Parks Department is award-
ed.

County Commissioners back 
sta�  amid social media ‘rhetoric’

BY BILL STICKELS III
EDITOR@COUNTYSTAR.COM

For the past several months, the Isanti Coun-
ty’s Health and Human Services Department 
in general, and specifi cally Child Protective 
Services, has been the subject of scrutiny by a 
small, but vocal, group of people over allegations 
made by the group pertaining to the removal and 
fostering of children from their families. This 
criticism was voiced during public comment 
at multiple board meetings but mostly took the 
form of numerous social media posts. According 
to County Administrator Amanda Usher, some 
of those posts have crossed the line and can be 
interpreted as threatening to certain current and 
former staff members.

“Last week, things unfortunately took a signif-
icant turn, where there were some threatening 
comments on social media,” Usher said.

As a response to those comments, Usher 
crafted a letter of support from all of the county 
commissioners to Child Protective Services.

“These professionals provide an essential 
service to our community by safeguarding chil-
dren and ensuring their well-being in complex, 
diffi cult, and sometimes heart-wrenching situ-
ations,” began the letter. “We understand that 
child protection services can be challenging for 
all involved—families, social workers, and the 
community. The work done by social workers is 
never taken lightly and is always guided by the 
relevant state statutes and legal frameworks that 
dictate child welfare law. These statutes are de-
signed to protect vulnerable children while also 

‘It is 
disheartening to 

see disrespect 
directed to 
our county 
Health and 

Human Services 
workers, 

attorneys o�  ce, 
and previous 

board and 
employees on 
social media, 
direct attacks 
during public 

comment, and 
slander in the 

form of prayer.’

Bill Berg
Isanti County Commissioner

SEE RHETORIC, PAGE 2 

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Nicholas Pedersen is sworn in to 
his seat on the Isanti City Council 
immediately following the coun-
cil’s vote to appoint him.
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SICK MOVES: Several winter sports teams overcome illness, opponents to pick up victories. PAGE 8
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respecting the rights of families, and 
they often leave little room for easy or 
quick decisions.”

The letter goes on to say that while 
it is the county commissioners’ job to 
oversee the Health and Human Ser-
vices Department, “As commissioners, 
we do not and will not insert ourselves 
into individual child protection cases. 
Those cases are the purview of trained 

professionals who work in conjunc-
tion with a range of experts including 
guardian ad litem, attorneys, judges/
judicial staff, mental health profession-
als, and other caseworkers to make de-
cisions in the best interest of children.

“We want to make it very clear that 
this type of behavior is unacceptable 
and we will continue to take aggressive 
steps to mitigate these behaviors and 
protect our staff,” continued the letter. 
“Our social workers and staff work 

under incredibly difficult circumstanc-
es to protect children and help families, 
and they deserve to be treated with re-
spect. Threatening language or actions 
toward our dedicated public servants 
will not be tolerated.”

Commissioner Bill Berg took the sen-
timents of the letter a step further.

“It is disheartening to see disrespect 
directed to our county Health and Hu-
man Services workers, attorneys office, 
and previous board and employees on 

social media, direct attacks during pub-
lic comment, and slander in the form of 
prayer,” Berg said. “Constructive feed-
back is always welcome, but let’s ensure 
it is delivered with respect that all 
professionals in our county deserve.”

Editor’s note: To read the entire letter 
of support from the commissioners to 
the Health and Human Services Depart-
ment, see this article on our website at 
www.isanti-chisagocountystar.com.

RHETORIC: County Commissioners vow to not intervene in individual CPS cases 
FROM PAGE I

North Branch to hire staff HR Director in midst of alleged HR turmoil
BY MOLLY WHELAN

NEWS@COUNTYSTAR.COM

As North Branch grapples with an apparent human 
resources issue, an attempt to outsource handling 
such situations is dead in the water.

Council member Peter Schaps again sought infor-
mation on the cost difference in hiring an outside 
firm to do a job traditionally handled by city staff, 
echoing his earlier unsuccessful attempt to inves-
tigate whether hiring the Chisago County sheriff’s 
office to handle some of the city’s police work.

“We haven’t even had a company come in here and 
lay it out,” Schaps said. “What are we afraid of, here? 
I would think that we’d want to do that before we hire 
someone.”

According to Mayor Kevin Schieber, the time has 
come.

“I see a need, and I’ve seen it now for several years,” 
he said, before joining the 3-2 majority supporting 
hiring an in-house HR Director. Previously, Ragini 
Varma, who also served as city clerk and IT, was also 
tasked with HR duties. Varma resigned from all of 
her positions last November.

An immediate HR concern is an alleged conflict 
involving Angela Tveit, the city’s public works admin-
istrative specialist who took over the duties of the city 
clerk last fall when Varma resigned after eight years 
with the city.

Tveit submitted her letter of resignation as deputy 
clerk effective Jan. 10, putting it to consideration of 
the council at its Jan. 14 meeting. According to the 
staff report, Tveit intends to continue her work for the 
Public Works Department.

During public comment at that same meeting, Lynn 
Wilson, a commissioner on the city’s Parks, Trails 
and Open Spaces Commission, condemned city staff 
harshly over their treatment of Tveit, going so far as 
to call for the immediate removal of City Administra-
tor, Matthew Hill, for failing to prevent or manage it.

“It is my understanding that the atmosphere in the 
offices of the city of North Branch has become so toxic 
and that other staff members were deliberately under-
mining Angela to such an extent that her remaining 
in the position of city clerk had become untenable,” 
Wilson said in a letter to the mayor, which she read 
aloud during public comment.

Wilson went on to say that she was delighted, as a 
long-time election judge, when Tveit took over as clerk 
just before the 2024 general election. She said she has 
worked with Tveit in the past and praised her in glow-
ing terms, calling the staff who allegedly mistreated 
her “small-minded and short-sighted.”

Wilson said the city should take advantage of the 
fact Hill is still in his probationary employment 
period, and terminate him for failing “miserably” to 
properly handle the situation.

Wilson declined further comment on the matter, 

directing inquiries to Tveit herself. Tveit did not 
respond to a request for comment.

For their part, the city voted to discuss the matter 
further in a special closed session, which had not 
been scheduled at press time according to the city’s 
website.

At the mayor’s suggestion, the council unanimously 
agreed to acknowledge Tveit’s resignation without 
accepting it, and ask that she, Hill and Public Works 
Director Shawn Williams try to work out a solution.

Schieber declined to comment on the situation di-
rectly, citing personnel privacy, and pointed out that 
Wilson is not a city employee, and that any informa-
tion she presented was of unclear origin and veracity 
to him.

“I will say, however, that the city of North Branch 
has experienced a few personnel matters over the past 
few years, in which personnel code of conduct and 
workplace standards have been compromised,” Schie-
ber said via email. “The city will wholeheartedly 
support our employees with their needs and challeng-
es, but also hold them accountable when necessary. In 
my opinion, this is simply a common sense approach 
that all should understand and embrace.”

In the meeting, Schieber used similar reasoning to 
support his vote to hire an in-house HR manager, say-
ing in the past there were “some heartaches we could 
have saved, some funds we could have saved if we had 
someone guiding us.”
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MON, WED & FRI

Exercise with Connie
At the Chisago County 

Senior Center 38790 6th Ave., 
North Branch. From 10:30-
11:30 a.m.

MON & WED
500 Cards

At the Chisago County 
Senior Center 38790 6th Ave., 
North Branch at 12:45 p.m.

MON & THUR
Alcoholics Anonymous

7p.m. Main Street Church 
6500 Main Street, North 
Branch, MN. Enter east door. 
Informational Hotline is 763-
312-1088

MON - FRI
Senior Dining

North Branch, Chisago 
County Senior Center 11:45 
a.m. Diners need to pre-regis-
ter at least one day in advance 
call 651-674-1956 between 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m. An annual 
registration form is required 
before dining.

MONDAYS
Bridge

1 to 3 p.m. at the Cambridge 
SAC, 140 Buchanan St, Cam-
bridge

Scrabble (2nd Monday)
10 a.m. to Noon at the Cam-

bridge SAC, 140 Buchanan St, 
Cambridge

Women’s only Adult Children of 
Alcoholics and Dysfunctional 

Families
7 p.m. at Cambridge Luther-

an Church , 621 Old Main St N, 
Cambridge Mn 55008 For more 
information contact Rebecca 
at 612-702-2844 or CoraJayne 
612-210-1605

Mahjong
Noon to 3 p.m. at Cambridge 

SAC, 140 Buchanan St, Cam-
bridge

Fresh Beginnings Alanon
Family Groups meets each 

Monday 7 - 8 p.m. at Access 
Church, 4359 - 392nd St., 

North Branch. Visit minneso-
tanorth-al-anon.org for more 
information.

TUES & THURS
Boxing for Those 

w/Parkinson’s
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

at 10:15 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 115 
Adams Street South, Cam-
bridge. For more information, 
call 763-221-6883.

TUESDAYS
Music

Chisago County Senior 
Center 38790 6th Ave., North 
Branch Area musicians and 
vocalists donate their time 
and talents to provide music 
before the meal 11:15 a.m.

Dominos
At the Chisago County 

Senior Center 38790 6th Ave 
North Branch at 10 a.m.

Dominoes
10 a.m. to Noon at the Cam-

bridge SAC

Square Dancing Lessons
6:45-8:30pm. Isanti Inter-

mediate School. Call Kim 
612-961-8128 or Community Ed 
763-689-6189

PrimeTime Singers
Senior citizens, age 60 and 

over. 1:30 p.m., at Cambridge 
Lutheran Church, 621 Old N. 
Main St, downstairs in the 
Choir Room. No auditions or 
fees required; new members 
always welcome.  612-619-2111.

WEDNESDAYS
Cribbage

9 to 11 a.m. at the Cambridge 
SAC, 140 Buchanan St, Cam-
bridge

Wizard
11 a.m. to noon at the Cam-

bridge SAC, 140 Buchanan St, 
Cambridge

Pinochle
12:30 to 3 p.m. at the Cam-

bridge SAC

Mahjong
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Cam-

bridge SAC, 140 Buchanan St, 
Cambridge

Alanon
7 p.m. at the Isanti Alano 

Club, 790 Heritage Blvd. Isanti. 
763-444-4605

THURSDAYS
East Central Baby Cafe

Free drop-in breastfeeding 
support from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at the Adult Enrichment 
Center, 540 5th Ave NW, Cam-
bridge, MN. For more info. call 

763-689-1711.

Cambridge-Edgewood AFG
Cambridge-Edgewood Al-

Anon Family Group meets 
from 7-8 p.m. at Cambridge 
Lutheran Church, 621 Old 
Main Street N. Visit minneso-
tanorth-al-anon.org for more 
information.

Parkinson’s Support Group
Third Thursday of the 

month – 1-2:30 p.m. Walker 
Methodist Levande, 2011 6th 
Lane SE, Cambridge, MN for 
more info call 763-325-0100

Bingo
At the Chisago County 

Senior Center 38790 6th Ave 
North Branch at 10a.m.

Hand and Foot
At the Chisago County 

Senior Center 38790 6th Ave 
North Branch at 12:30p.m.

500
12:30 to 3 p.m. at the Cam-

bridge SAC, 140 Buchanan St, 
Cambridge

Bunco (Third Thursday)
10 a.m. to Noon at the Cam-

bridge SAC, 140 Buchanan St, 
Cambridge

Adult Children of Alcoholics/Dys-
functional Families

7 p.m. at Access Church, 
4359 392nd St, North Branch. 
For more information call 612-
251-6556 or email acanorth-
branch@gmail.com

Fresh Beginnings Alanon Family 
Group

From 7-8 p.m. at Access 
Church, 4359 392nd Street, 
North Branch. Visit min-
nesota-al-anon.org for more 
information.

FRIDAYS
Cribbage

12:45 p.m. at the Chisago 
County Senior Center 38790 
6th Ave., North Branch.

JAN. 23
Helping wild animals

Ruff Start Rescue is prsent-

ing how to safely interact with 
wildlife and how to reduce 
negative impacts on the envi-
ronment. 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. at the 
Cambridge Public Library’s 
Opportunity Room. No regis-
tration required.

JAN. 25
MN author visit

Cary J. Griffi th will be at 
the Cambridge Public Library 
from 10 to 11 a.m. to talk about 
his most recent books. 

JAN. 28
Jackson Pollock Day

Come to the Cambridge 
Library to celebrate American 
painter Jackson Pollock on 
his birthday. Participants will 
create own version of Pollock 
art with marbles and paint. 
Recommended for school aged 
kids and teens. Two sessions: 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 6 to 7 
p.m. Registration required.

JAN. 29
Fishers in MN webinar

MNDNR webinar online. Mi-
chael Joyce, wildlife ecologist 
with the Natural Resources 
Research Institute, will share 
general information on fi sher 
history and status in Minneso-
ta, highlight factors contribut-
ing to their recent population 
decline, and describe ongoing 
research on the recent expan-
sion of fi shers into southern 
Minnesota. Register online 
mndnr.gov/discover

Soybean crop modeling 
Seth Naeve, Extension soy-

bean agronomist and Annibal 
Cerrudo, Visiting Professor 
(Argentina) To register, go to 
z.umn.edu/SF2025 

JAN. 30
Isanti Co. 4H Info Night

6-8 p.m. at Isanti County 
Center, 208 ½ 1st Ave NW. 
Learn about K-13 programs in 
the county. Free Pizza while 
supplies last.

EXTENSION.UMN.EDU

Isanti County 4H info night is January 30 at 6 p.m. Learn about K-13 4H 
programs in the county.

Now that we are in the doldrums of 
winter and our gardens are waiting 
to be woken up by the warmth of the 
spring sunshine, now is the perfect 
time to start thinking ahead to this 

year’s produce garden.
It is always wise to 

rotate your crops in 
your garden. Different 
crops deplete the soil 
of different nutrients. 
Rotating crops helps 
to replenish the soil, 
helps cut down on 
diseases and insects, 
helps soil structure, 
and may help manage 
soil moisture. If you 
haven’t come up with 
a crop rotation, this 
is a good time to plan 
it. Some people keep 

a certain rotation in their head and 
others will draw out a diagram. What-
ever works for you. The University of 
Minnesota Extension website has more 
information.

I love looking at various seeds in the 

catalogs that are sent to me or going 
to my favorite online sites. There can 
be so much to choose from. I have my 
staples that I order every year, but I 
love looking at the different varieties 
of crops and thinking if I can fi t them 
in my garden this year. I try to grow at 
least one new crop each year, or at the 
very least, something that you usually 
don’t fi nd. My kids got a kick out of the 
purple beans and caulifl ower that I 
grew one year.

Have you had issues with growing 
produce in past years? Has your pro-
duce been small and not very bounti-
ful? Your soil might be the problem. 
Soil has nutrients in it that are essen-
tial for plant growth. Most soils will 
have nitrogen, potassium, phosphorus, 
and other small amounts of micro-nu-
trients. Where you live in Minnesota 
and what your soil type is (i.e. sandy 
or clay) varies greatly. Proper organ-
ic material will help maintain these 
nutrients.

Soil has organic matter in it that 
is very important for plant growth. 
Organic matter is decomposing ma-

terial in different stages, plant roots, 
and microbes. If there is an issue with 
growing your produce, organic matter 
may well be the problem. Typically, 
your soil should have 3 to 6 percent 
organic matter in it. For true organic 
gardeners, you may need even higher 
levels. So how can you add organic 
matter? You need to add things like 
manure, grass clippings, and straw. 
Heck…you can throw fi sh guts in your 
garden. The University of Minnesota 
Extension website has some great in-
formation about organic matter. Just be 
careful not to throw anything in your 
soil that is toxic or bad for your health 
and obviously plastic is not an option. 
Having proper organic matter may also 
affect your acidity level in your soil.

Did you know your soil acidity is 
important? Certain plants like a more 
acidic soil to grow. Potatoes, strawber-
ries, and corn like a more acidic soil. 
Blueberries like very acidic soil. Other 
plants like a more alkaline soil. Beans, 
asparagus, and garlic are some exam-
ples. You can amend your soil by using 
elemental sulfur to make your soil 

more acidic, or lime to make your soil 
more alkaline.

How do you know what’s going on 
with your soil? After the frost is out of 
the ground, you need to test it. The Uni-
versity of Minnesota Extension offers 
soil testing for a minimal cost. They 
provide results and give recommenda-
tions for your soil. Know that amending 
your soil is not an overnight process. 
This will take time and patience.

Whether it’s planning your rotation, 
seed shopping, or testing/amending 
your soil in the early part of spring, 
the winter months give you ample time 
to make an action plan on your next 
produce garden. Your local University 
of Minnesota Extension offi ce has qual-
ifi ed Master Gardeners standing by to 
answer your questions, give advice, and 
give you encouragement.

Chisago County Master Gardeners is part of a collaboration 
between Chisago County and  The University of Minnesota Ex-
tension to deliver practical education and research you can use 
at home, at work and in your community. You can reach Chisago 
County Extension services  by email at mnext-chisago@umn.
edu or by phone at 651-277-0151.

Now is the perfect time to start thinking about your garden

Master
Gardener

Wes

McDonald
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A
s I view the ongoing battles between the Re-
publican and Democratic parties — both at the 
national but even more so at the state level — I 
can’t help but think of a “Star Trek” episode 

titled “Let That Be Your Last Battlefi eld.”
Thanks to a reference in an 

episode of “Big Bang Theory,” this 
episode is probably best known 
for Captain Kirk threatening to 
self-destruct the Enterprise in order 
to regain control of it. That, howev-
er, was actually a relatively small 
subplot to a much bigger theme.

For you non-Trekkies out there, 
this episode is about the crew com-
ing across two men who are part of 
two groups who are almost identi-
cal to one another. The only phys-
ical difference is one group is all 
black on the right side and all white 
on the left, while the other group is 
all white on the right side and all 
black on the left. It is this seemingly 

minor difference that is at the root of years of hatred 
between the two groups.

Ultimately, it is revealed the hatred of these two 
groups of each other led to their home planet being 
completely decimated to the point these two charac-
ters are the last of their people. Despite that, the ha-
tred is so embedded in them they wind up destroying 
themselves battling over whose group was to blame 
for the planet’s destruction.

Sound familiar? The episode originally aired in 
1969, so my guess is the not-so-subtle message was 
aimed at racism. However, it applies as much, if 
not more, to today’s political climate. As the world 
around us fi guratively and sadly sometimes literal-
ly crumbles around us, all the two political parties 
seem interested in doing is blaming each other.

The current political environment also reminds 
me of a scene from “Star Wars: Revenge of the Sith.” 
In it, Anakin Skywalker has just gone over to the 
dark side, when he is confronted by Obi Wan Keno-
bi. Obi Wan is trying to make Anakin realize he is 
being essentially brainwashed by the emperor. “You 
have allowed this dark lord to twist your mind,” says 
Obi Wan.

“Don’t lecturer me Obi Wan,” responds Anakin. “I 
see through the lies of the Jedi.”

Shortly later, Anakin proclaims “If you are not 
with me, then you are my enemy.”

Again, sound familiar? As I have mentioned be-
fore, I am a political independent, agreeing with one 
party on some things and the other party on others. 
But, it seems like each time I say I agree with Dem-
ocrats on something, I am immediately labeled as a 
“liberal.” And when I say I agree with the Republi-
cans, I am labeled as a “conservative.”

The only difference between this “Star Wars” 
scene and current real life is Obi Wan reacts to 
Anakin’s ultimatum by declaring, “Only a Sith deals 
in absolutes.” Well, I guess that means the two politi-
cal parties are actually differing subsets of Sith.

In both these examples, the inability to fi nd any 
common ground ultimately led to everyone’s demise. 
Let’s hope reality doesn’t follow fantasy in that 
aspect.

BILL STICKELS III is editor of the Isanti-Chisago County Star. He can be 
directly reached at 651-407-1245, through our main o�  ce number at 763-
689-1181, ext. 156 or editor@countystar.com.

Fantasy becoming reality, 
but not in a good way

Worth a 
Thousand 

Words
Bill

Stickels III

LETTER GUIDELINES
The Isanti-Chisago County Star encour-

ages readers to share their viewpoints of 
community issues by writing Letters to 
the Editor.  Publishing decisions are made 
on questions of free speech, good taste, 
public interest and public sensitivity.

The Star reserves the right to edit for 
accuracy, clarity, libel and civility and 
reserves the right not to publish a letter or 
to hold a letter to a later edition. Personal 
complaints or attacks, plagiarized materi-
al, religious treatises or submissions from 
organized letter-writing campaigns will 
not be published. 

GUIDELINES FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS

• Letters must be submitted by noon on 
Tuesdays to editor@countystar.com or 
via mail to 930 S. Cleveland St., Cam-
bridge MN 55008. The Star reserves 
the right to extend its deadline in the 
interest of timeliness of letters and/or 
space availability.

• Letters to the editor must be 400 
words or less.

• Each letter writer may have one letter 
published every 30 days, or four print 
cycles. 

• Anonymous letters will not be 
published. Letter signatures must 
include the writer’s fi rst and last name, 
community of residence and phone 

number. Phone numbers will not be 
published.

• Only letters originating from writers 
who live, work or have some other 
relevance to the Star circulation area 
will be published. 

• An identifi cation line may be added to 
the writer’s letter identifying his or her 
occupation or title as it applies to the 
topic of the letter.

• Special rules apply during election 
season. 
For questions about the Star’s policies 

on letters contact the editor at 763-689-
1181 ext. 107 or editor@countystar.com.

Question: I have seen numerous times where a 
bicyclist will not stop at a stop sign, if they are shar-

ing the road with automobiles.  I 
have seen a couple of close incidents 
where the bicyclist is almost hit as 
well.  Are bicyclists under the same 
rules if they are sharing the road 
with automobiles?

Answer: There was a state law 
change back in August of 2023. 
It states, “a bicycle operator who 
approaches a stop sign must slow 
to a speed that allows for stopping 
before entering the intersection or 
the nearest crosswalk. If there is 
not a vehicle in the vicinity, the op-
erator may make a turn or proceed 
through the intersection without 

stopping.” Nothing in this subdivision changed 

the right-of-way requirements. It is important to 
note that bicyclists must still stop at intersections 
controlled by a red light, a peace offi cer, or a person 
authorized to control traffi c. 

Essentially, the bicyclist can yield or perform 
a “rolling stop” at a stop sign if they don’t violate 
anyone else’s right of way. When approaching a stop 
sign, the bicyclist should be traveling slow enough 
to stop before the crosswalk if necessary. However, 
after yielding, if there is not a pedestrian crossing 
in front of them or other traffi c approaching near 
enough to constitute an immediate hazard, they may 
continue without making a full stop.

A portion of state statutes were used with permission from the O�  ce of the 
Revisor of Statutes. If you have any questions concerning tra�  c related laws or issues 
in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol at 
1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow him on X @
MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

Minnesota bicyclists no longer required 
to stop at every stop sign

Ask A 
Trooper

Jesse Grabow
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A
s we welcome the new year, it is an opportune 
time to refl ect on the past year’s achievements 
and challenges while looking ahead with 
optimism. This is my sixth year in the role 

of Superintendent, and as I refl ect 
on all we’ve been through together 
over that span of time I can think of 
many examples of how “the people” 
of our school district have contin-
uously demonstrated resilience, 
innovation, and a commitment to 
excellence in education. Our dis-
trict Facebook page is a great place 
to visit to keep up with all that is 
happening in our schools each week. 
We have so much to be proud of and 
thankful for.

Together, we have navigated chal-
lenges and celebrated milestones 
that highlight the strength of our 
students, staff, and community. As 
we step into this new year, we are 

energized by the opportunities ahead and remain 
steadfast in our commitment to partnering with our 
community to foster a supportive, inclusive, and 
high-achieving learning environment.

One of the defi ning characteristics of our district 
is the power of human connection. The relationships 
among students, families, educators, and community 
members serve as the foundation for our success. We 
are deeply grateful for the partnerships that have 
sustained and strengthened our schools, and we look 
forward to building on these connections in the year 
ahead.

STRATEGIC PLAN ANNUAL UPDATE
Our strategic plan, which was built through com-

munity input, continues to guide our efforts as we 
work toward achieving four core priorities: ensuring 
student academic growth, fostering positive rela-
tionships, improving mental health, and supporting 
district partnerships and growth. We are excited to 
report that over the past year, we have made signifi -
cant strides in all of these areas.

This month we have the opportunity to meet 
together with our Strategic Plan Community Task 
Force to refl ect on progress made in 2024 and identify 
priorities for 2025. Some of the highlights include 
measurable improvements in student achievement, 
strengthened partnerships with families, and the 
introduction of programs aimed at supporting the 
well-being of both students and staff. These accom-
plishments demonstrate our commitment to creating 
an environment where every student can thrive.

While setting future priorities, we will remain 
committed to our mission to partner with our com-
munity in order to educate, empower, and inspire 
every student every day to achieve their full potential. 
Community engagement and guidance is imperative 
to our continued success and we are thankful for all 
who have volunteered to participate in this task force.

ENROLLMENT AND REGISTRATION SEASON
January is a pivotal month for enrollment, and 

we are excited to welcome new families to Cam-
bridge-Isanti Schools. Kindergarten and preschool 
registration is now open, offering families a variety of 
excellent options tailored to meet diverse needs. Our 
programs include Cambridge Primary School, Isanti 
Primary School, Cambridge-Isanti STEAM School, 
and C-I Schools Online. We encourage families to take 
advantage of early registration to secure a place in 
these outstanding programs. Information on enroll-
ment can be found at www.c-ischools.org/enroll.

For families new to our district, we warmly invite 
you to join our community and explore the oppor-
tunities available at Cambridge-Isanti Schools. Our 
dedicated team is here to assist you every step of the 
way.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH COMMUNITY
As we move forward together, we invite you to con-

nect with Cambridge-Isanti Schools. Enroll your chil-
dren, participate in one of our committees, volunteer, 
take a community education class, or follow us on 
social media to stay informed and involved. Together, 
we will continue to create an exceptional educational 
experience that prepares every student, every day for 
a bright future.

DR. NATE RUDOLPH is superintendent of Cambridge-Isanti Schools. He can be 
reached at  763-689-6202 or nrudolph@c-ischools.org.

Resilience and connection

C-I School
News
Dr. Nate

Rudolph

S
KOL and congratulations to NBAHS alumnus 
Mitch Savage, Class of 2001, for being named 
Colorado’s Golf Course Superintendent of the 
Year! This prestigious honor refl ects his hard 

work, leadership, and dedication to sustainability 
in golf course management. But 
for Mitch, this journey all started 
right here in North Branch, on the 
greens of North Branch Golf Course 
during a summer job in high school.

Mitch’s years at NBAHS were 
marked by three key themes: 
exploration, curiosity, and service 
to others. He credits his success to 
embracing opportunities with an 
open mind. “How I found what I love 
to do so much was not on my radar,” 
Mitch refl ected. “I approached the 
summer job at the golf course with 
an open mind, and it brought me to 
my passion.”

Many teachers and mentors left 
a lasting impact on Mitch. “My high school English 
teacher, Pat Brain, helped me view my quiet and 
reserved nature as an asset. She respected my intro-
verted nature and knew I would fi nd my voice one 
day.” Educators like Ted Martin and Bill Bowman 
also shaped his approach to leadership and hard 
work.

Mitch carries the Viking spirit wherever he goes. 
Growing up in North Branch, he was involved in 
athletics, playing varsity basketball and baseball, 
and experienced fi rsthand the strong sense of com-
munity and school pride.

His advice to current Viking students:
Don’t be afraid to try new things.
Embrace the power of YES.
Explore different opportunities—you never know 

where they might lead.
Mitch added, “If you come through NBAPS and 

take advantage of the opportunities here, you will 
have done what you were supposed to do. Don’t let 
anything hold you back.”

After high school, Mitch attended community col-

lege before transferring to the University of Minne-
sota, earning his degree in Environmental Horti-
culture and Turfgrass Management. His education 
provided technical expertise, but his North Branch 
experiences laid the groundwork for his success.

Today, Mitch leads in sustainable course mainte-
nance, balancing high-quality golf conditions with 
minimal pesticide use, water conservation, and 
grassland preservation.

Receiving this honor brought back memories of 
when Mitch’s dad, Mark Savage was selected for 
awards. Mark was a beloved teacher in NBAPS from 
1985-2018 and was nominated for teaching awards 
throughout his tenure. At the time, Mitch had a hard 
time understanding why his dad hesitated to accept 
these honors. Now, standing in a similar position, 
he understands. Success is built on the foundation 
of peers, mentors, and colleagues who contribute to 
the journey- it’s not just about one individual. What 
Mitch’s dad came to realize, and what Mitch has also 
embraced, is that receiving an award is a vote of con-
fi dence from those who have witnessed his dedica-
tion and hard work fi rsthand.

Mitch isn’t stopping here. His next chapter in-
volves stepping beyond the daily management of a 
golf course to becoming a spokesperson for the golf 
industry. He has found a passion for giving presen-
tations and sharing his knowledge, ensuring the 
future of golf course management remains innova-
tive and sustainable.

While he has built a successful career in Colorado, 
North Branch will always be home. Mitch, along 
with his wife Missy and their two children, Max 
and Bella, remain deeply connected to their Viking 
roots.

Mitch Savage’s journey from mowing fairways in 
North Branch to leading sustainability efforts in 
Colorado’s golf courses is a testament to the power of 
hard work, community, and Viking pride.

Congratulations, Mitch! Your Viking family is 
proud of you. SKOL!

SARA PAUL is superintendent of North Branch Area Public Schools. She can be 
reached at 651-674-1000 or spaul@isd138.org.

Honors come full circle: Celebrating NBAHS 
Alumnus Mitch Savage and his father, Mark Savage

a lasting impact on Mitch. “My high school English 

NB School 
News

Sara

Paul

H
abits are hard to change, so 
skip the resolutions. It may 
be a good idea to have your 
spouse, children and other 

special friends help you make 
them. You know what I mean?

Be gentle, be 
kind, be encour-
aging, and that’s 
not always easy.

In all our 
newspapers we 
try to celebrate 
success, years 
of service, and 
enter contests 
within the 
associations for 
quality of work.

The Press 
celebrates years 
of service of staff 
members. On a 

snowy day in December, Myrna 
Press reached the 17-year mark 
at the front desk as executive 
assistant to Carter and Gene. 
At the end of the day, she was 
presented a gift for being the fi rst 
one at work that day, as a number 
of employees surrounded her with 
accolades of loyalty and compe-
tence. When asked, “What made 
you come in on this snowy day, or 
at least not come in until a little 
later?” she answered, “It’s just 
how I was raised.” She grew up on 
a farm in North Dakota where a 
strong work ethic was expected. 
Maybe by now you have found it 
interesting that her last name is 
Press.

LAST CALL FOR BALLOTS
I thought our November state 

and national elections were over. 
They are still counting ballots 
and there is likely to be some 
re-elections where ballots can’t be 
found right here in Minnesota.

On the presidential side, there 
were people who were surprised 
at the outcome. Maybe there were 
lessons learned. Minnesotans 
were frustrated with the spending 
that had been going on and the 
corruption in food programs for 
children, not holding construc-
tion and software companies to 
their bids, dealing with the safety 
of light rail and the overruns of 
the light rail construction in the 
southwest metro. The project is 
now delayed nine years.

People voted across the country 
and showed their displeasure 
with government leadership, the 
expansion of government, and the 
excessive programs affecting the 
economy.

The future challenges will 
include controlling medical costs, 
immigration, insurance rates, 
and infl ation which far exceeds 
incomes.

It was another indication that 
every vote counts, if they got 
counted.

GENERATIONAL LIVING
A trend is emerging of 

multi-generational housing. 
Homes that have adult siblings, 
adult children over the age of 18, 
and parents and/or grandparents 
residing with the primary home 

buyer. A local realtor, Joe Benson, 
sent me some information on this 
statistic. Between 2013 and 2024 it 
has been gaining traction. 17% of 
homes purchased last year were 
multi-generational households.

A number of factors bring this 
about, such as high interest rates 
and housing costs. It also points to 
the growth of condominiums and 
large rental units, especially near 
freeways, light rail and inner-city 
housing. Storms and fi res caused 
many people to lose their homes.

MEMORY LANE
Conversations with friends 

who are of similar ages to this 
88-year-old bring around words 
like fender skirts, steering knobs, 
curb feelers, emergency brakes, 
and a clutch or a dimmer switch.

What about running boards? 
Waiting in the driveway for 
your daddy to come home so you 
could ride up to the house on the 
running board on the outside of 
the car.

Do you remember the days 
when your home had hardwood 
fl oors and then you would cover 
them wall-to-wall with carpeting?

The coffee maker was a chan-
geout from a percolator and we 
changed words for Dyna Flow and 
Electrolux vacuums. The word 
supper is on the way out, being 
replaced by dinner.

Try this in conversations. It can 
be fun.

GENE JOHNSON is Publisher Emeritus of Press 
Publications, owner of the Isanti-Chisago County Star. 
He can be reached at ppinfo@presspubs.com.

Skip the resolutions

About the 
Town

Gene 

Johnson

Let your voice be heard.
Send letters to:

 editor@countystar.com.
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OBITUARIES

Betty Jane Louise Rod
Betty Rod, beloved wife, mother, grandmother, 

great-grandmother, and great-great-grandmother, 
died Jan. 3, 2025, at the age of  95, in Cambridge, 
Minn.

Born Oct. 4, 1929, to Herman and Emma Rose, and 
raised in Anoka County, Betty touched the lives of  so 

many with her warmth and 
kindness. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, her 
sisters Shirley (James Cur-
tis) and Dorothy (William 
Metz) and brother Russell 
Rose (Ione).

At age 16, Betty faced the 
diffi cult experience of  being 
disowned by her parents. 
Taking on various jobs in 
factories and domestic work, 
Betty showed the resilience 
that would defi ne her char-
acter throughout her life. 
Meeting Clifford Rod, a farm-
er’s son from Isanti County 
transformed her world for 
the better. Welcomed into his 
family, Betty cherished the 
kindness of  Clifford’s par-
ents who treated her as their 
own daughter.

Betty embraced the re-
sponsibilities that came with 
farm life. From milking cows 
to baking bread, gardening 
to canning, she managed the 
household while nurturing 
her fi ve sons and daughter.

She will be remembered by 
her children for her encouragement to follow their 
passions in art, science, and faith, instilling in them 
the values of  hard work and creativity.

Her family was her pride and joy, and she show-
cased her love through her hobby of  photography, 
capturing countless portraits and serene landscapes 
that adorned the walls of  her home.

Road trips to visit her sister, Shirley, in Washing-
ton state, and family reunions at the farm created 
treasured memories that hold a special place in the 
hearts of  her loved ones. She had a gentle touch 
with animals, nurturing several dogs, cats and cows 
throughout her life, always remembering them fond-
ly.

In the days leading up to her passing, Betty faced 
signifi cant heartache, losing two dear friends within 
weeks. After a period of  mourning, her inner light 
rekindled for those around her. On Christmas Day, 
during a family dinner fi lled with love, she began 
to feel unwell, but until then, she lived her life with 
remarkable vitality and spirit.

Betty was truly wonderful—95 years young, a 
talented photographer, and an incredible friend. As 
she rests now in the arms of  love, we fi nd comfort in 
knowing that her spirit will live on in the many lives 
she touched.

She is survived by her children: Steven (Ann) 
Rod, Gary (LuAnn) Rod, Jeffery (Debra) Rod, James 
(Laurie) Rod, and Kevan (Annette) Rod; and daughter 
Kathryn (Ward) Melenich. Her beloved grandchil-
dren: Stephanie, Yancy, Nathan, Nicholas, Trent, Eli, 
Kyle, Kari Jo, Jeremy, and Larissa. Her great-grand-
children: Aiden, Indigo, Nevaeh, Livia, Bodhi, Kaden, 
Addalyn, and Mason. Her great-great-grandchildren: 
Roen James, Vera, and Ellis.

In accordance with her wishes, cremation has tak-
en place by The Cremation Society of  MN and a me-
morial event is being organized for the spring at the 
Duluth Rose Garden for family and friends. Details 
will be shared later. Donations in lieu of  fl owers can 
be made to the North Shore Animal League, https://
www.animalleague.org/.

Rest in peace, dear Betty; you will be dearly missed 
and forever cherished.

James Gordon Engmark
James Gordon Engmark, 84, of  Cambridge, MN 

passed away on Jan. 16, 2025 at M Health Fairview 
Northland Hospital in Princeton.

James was born July 4, 1940 in Anoka, Minne-
sota to Theodore and Edith (Hawn) Engmark.  He 

was preceded in death by 
sisters, Norma Swanson, 
Beverly Engmark, Bonnie 
Mills, Barbara Lorsung; 
brothers, Roger and Allen 
“Phil” Engmark.

Jim is survived by his 
beloved wife of  63 years, 
Betty Ann (Twingstrom); 
children, Julie Engmark 
(Laurie Pepin) of  Shakopee, 
Michael (Vicki) Engmark 
of  Foley, Susan Pulcher of  
Cambridge; three grand-
children, Shannon (Cory) 
Prybilla, Brandon Pulcher 

and Jonathan Engmark; two great grandchildren, 
Weston and Aiden Prybilla; siblings, Kay Polzin, 
Eileen Miller, Charles Engmark and sister-in-law 
Judy Ellen (Darrell) Johnson.  

Funeral Services 11 a.m., Friday, Jan. 24, 2025 at 
Cambridge Lutheran Church.  Visitation one hour 
prior to the service.  Interment in the church ceme-
tery. Plants are preferred over fl owers.  Condolences 
at www.carlsonlillemoen.com.  Arrangements by 
Carlson-Lillemoen Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services of  Cambridge.

John William Folkema
John William Folkema, passed away on Friday, 

Jan. 17, 2025, at GracePointe Crossing in Cambridge. 
He was 89 years old.

John was born on April 22, 1935, on the family 
farm in Greenbush Township, Mille Lacs County, 

Minnesota to parents 
Richard and Minnie 
(Weidenaar) Folkema.

John was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
infant brother William, 
sister Donna Spangberg; 
brothers-in-law, Larry 
Kleven and Ronnie John-
son, son-in-law Rollin Nel-
son, and step-son Robert 
Wiecks.

He is survived by his 
wife Kathy; children, Jo-
anne Nelson, Joyce (Rick) 
Keller, Jerome (Denise) 

Folkema, Jim (Penny) Folkema, Joey (Stefanie) 
Folkema, Jill Folkema and Jeff  Folkema; step-
son Michael Wiecks; grandchildren, Cullen, Dan 
(Shana), Jamie, Kelly (Jeff), Leanna, Angie, Brent 
(Kinsey), Mike (Jess), Ashley, Dalton (Jenna), Grace, 
Bella, Noah, Allie, Kelley and Shannon; many great 
grandchildren; sisters, Grace Kleven and Elise 
Johnson; brother-in-law Jim Spangberg; many niec-
es, nephews, other relatives and friends.

A Funeral Visitation will be held from 10 a.m. 
- noon on Saturday, Jan. 25, 2025, at the Hamilton 
Funeral Homes- Rock Chapel in Braham. A Prayer 
Service will be held at 11:45 a.m. Interment will 
be in the Rice Lake Cemetery in Braham. A Cele-
bration of  Life with food, music, and sharing will 
follow at the Braham Moose Lodge from 1-4 p.m. 
on Saturday. Arrangements are entrust-ed to the 
Hamilton Funeral Homes - Rock Chapel in Braham. 
Condolences may be posted at 

www.hamiltonfhs.com

Katherine M. Olson Ekstedt
Katherine M. Olson Ekstedt, 79, of  Cambridge 

passed away on Jan. 17, 2025 at the Cambridge Med-
ical Center.  She was born Aug.27, 1945 in Princeton, 
MN to D. Reynold and Eleanor Olson.  

  Katie attended Karmel, Stark and Dowling 
country schools and gradu-
ated from Cambridge High 
School in 1963.  She moved 
to Minneapolis after gradu-
ating and lived and worked 
there much of  her adult life 
with the Wells Fargo Equip-
ment leasing offi ce.  After 
taking early retirement, she 
enjoyed working as a bank 
teller in Taylors Falls and 
Almelund local banks.

 Katie met her husband 
Dennis Ekstedt at Bethle-
hem Baptist church, and 
they married July 30, 1977. 

Katie enjoyed traveling, especially on the back of  
Dennis’ motorcycle, quilting and many activities 
with all of  her family and friends.  She also had 
multiple beloved pets.  We were all blessed by her 
loving care and generosity. 

  She is survived by her son Quy (Kim) Nguyen, 
whom she and Dennis took into their family after 
the Vietnam war, granddaughters Anna and Emily 
Nguyen, daughter Megan Ekstedt, brother James 
(Judi) Olson, brothers-in-law Chuck (Rita), Phil 
(Ruth), Carl (Sabina) and Einar (Elaine) Ekstedt, 25 
nieces and nephews,  60 great nieces and nephews, 
and many cousins and friends.

 Katie was preceded in death by her husband, Den-
nis Ekstedt, parents D. Reynold and Eleanor Olson, 
mother-in-law Esther Ekstedt, brother David and 
his wife Deanna Olson, infant sisters Annette and 
Jeanette, and sister-in-law Becky Ekstedt. 

  A Celebration of  Life will be held at Karmel Cov-
enant Church, 5799 County Road 6, Princeton, MN 
Tuesday, January 28 at 11 a.m. with visitation begin-
ning at 10 a.m.  Lunch will follow the service at the 
church.  Memorials are suggested for the Karmel 
Covenant Church Building Fund.  Interment will 
be at Fort Snelling National Cemetery on January 
29th.  Arrangements by Carlson-Lillemoen Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services of  Cambridge.

Julie Ann Grafenstein
Julie Ann Grafenstein, age 77, of  Brook Park, 

passed away on Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2025 surrounded by 
family.

She was born on June 11, 1947 in Minneapolis to 
parents Milton and Sybil (Olson) Greenwold. Julie 

was such a tiny preemie 
when she was born that 
her family held her on a 
pillow and she became 
their little princess and 
would make crowns for 
her. Julie attended school 
in Barron, Wisconsin 
where she graduated. 
After graduation, Julie be-
came a medical transcrib-
er which she loved doing 
and continued to do until 
she retired.

She lived in Cambridge, 
where she met Gale 

Grafenstein and they were married on June 29, 
2013. They moved to Brook Park in 2019. Even 
though Julie was a medical transcriber, her true 
passion was needlepoint and traveling abroad. 
During her travels, she would purchase a needle-
point from the area and go to work on them when 
she returned. She has many fi nished needlepoints 
from her travels hanging in their home. Julie also 
enjoyed reading her bible in the mornings along 
with a variety of  others books she loved. Julie was 
always kind to the people around her and will truly 
be missed by all who knew and loved her.

Julie is preceded in death by her parents Milton 
and Sybil and sister Joyce (Greenwold) Woldahl.

Julie is survived by her three children, James 
Church, Michael Church and Michelle Church. 
She is also survived by her loving husband Gale 
Grafenstein; step-children, Jason and Sara (Boel-
man) Grafenstein, Jerimy and Margaret (Gus-
tafson) Grafenstein and Scott and Amy (Corgard) 
Grafenstein; brother Larry Greenwold; sister Kath-
ryn (Greenwold) Burns as well as grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and other 
relatives and friends.

A Celebration of  Life will be held on Friday Jan. 
31, 2025 from 1-3 p.m. at the Cambridge Sidelines 
Bar and Grill (backroom). Arrangements are 
entrusted to Hamilton Funeral Homes- Akkerman 
Chapel of  Mora. Condolences may be posted at 
www.hamiltonfhs.com.

Obituaries Continued on Page 14
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Tree Removal /Trimming • Stump Grinding
Limb Removal • Emergency Service • Full Service Haul Away

Call Now
612-706-8210612-706-8210

NEED A TREE DROPPED BUT, 
NOT HAULED? SAVE BIG $$$

MATT’SMATT’S
tree servicetree service

Certifi ed Arborist • Owner Operated • Locally owned
Bonded, Insured and Licensed
mattstreeservice.us

Must mention this ad to receive a 5% discount 
through the end of March

1565 E Hwy 95, Cambridge
www.cambridge.abbeycarpet.com

1565 E Hwy 95, Cambridge
www.cambridge.abbeycarpet.com1565 E Hwy 95, Cambridge
www.cambridge.abbeycarpet.com
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Step into a world of  Carpet, Hardwood Floors, Tile and Stone, Laminate, Window Fashions,

Tile and Stone, Laminate, Window Fashions, Counter Tops and Area Rugs

Mon - Fri 9AM - 6PM  •  Sat 10AM - 3PM

STAFF REPORT
NEW@COUNTYSTAR.COM

Calling all youth groups. Assemble 
your 10-person team and sign up for 
the 2nd annual Middle school Dodge-
ball Tournament at the Cambridge 
Intermediate School Auditorium gym. 
Each team must include a minimum of 

3 girls.
The tournament is from 6:15 to 8 p.m. 

on Feb. 1 and each team must have a 
“coach” (Youth leader/parent/responsi-
ble high school student) to participate.

Sign-up by January 25 by filling out 
the form at tinyurl.com/Dodgeball2025 
and secure your spot in the tourna-
ment.

Sign up for dodgeball tournament

Join us at the Cambridge Library on 
Tuesday, January 28 to celebrate Amer-
ican painter, Jackson Pollock! 

Pollock was most well-known for his 
drip technique of abstract art. In this 
event, we will create our own version 
of Pollock art with marbles and paint. 
There are two sessions available, either 
10:30am or 6pm. Please only register for 
one session.

All supplies provided by the Friends 
of the Cambridge Public Library.

Registration is required for each 
artist. Register on ECRL’s Events 
Calendar at ecrlib.org or by calling the 
library.

Recommended for school aged kids 
and teens. ~ East Central Regional Library 

Jackson Pollock Day at Cambridge Library
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STORE HOURS … Mon. - Thurs. 8:30am-5:30pm• Fri.  8:30am-7:00pm • Sat.  8:30am-3:00pm
Sunday Gone Ridin’

205 S. Garfield St. Cambridge, MN 
www.larsonscycle.com

*Monthly payment is $27.78 for every $1,000 financed at 36 months at 0.0% rate. Not all buyers will qualify. Available at participating authorized Suzuki dealers 
in the continental US excluding HI. take delivery by 3/31/24. See dealer for details.  ** Select models will receive a Customer Cash amount of up to $1,000 

which is non transferable and holds no cash value. Visit www.suzukicycles.com/offers for more details. Offer ends 3/31/24. Suzuki KinQuad ATVs may be used 
only by those aged 16 and older.  See dealer for details  Suzuki QuadRunner® ATVs may be used only by those aged 16 and older. Suzuki highly 
recommends that all ATV riders take a training course. We’ll even pay for it. For safety and training course information, see your dealer or call the 

SVIA at 1-800-852-5344. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Always avoid 
paved surfaces. Never ride on public roads. Never carry passengers or engage in stunt riding. Never ride under the influence of alcohol or other drugs. 

Avoid excessive speeds. Be extra careful on difficult terrain.

January 15
C-I gymnastics 137.975, Chisago Lakes 133.325
*Zoe Klocksien - 1st place bars (9.225), beam (8.875)

January 16
C-I boys swimming & diving vs. Monticello - canceled
C-I wrestling 65, Chisago Lakes 6
C-I wrestling 30, St. Francis 38
C-I boys basketball 65, Zimmerman 90
Northern Tier girls hockey 0, Moose Lake 2
NB wrestling 20, Becker 53
NB wrestling 8, Big Lake 59
NB boys basketball 29, Monticello 98
NB gymnastics 140.85, Becker 140.075
*Dakota Esget - 1st place bars (9.0), fl oor (9.45), All-
Around (36.6); Ella Dick - 1st place beam (9.1)
Northern Edge boys hockey 6, Moose Lake 1
NB girls basketball 39, Monticello 74
*Ella Kuhlman - 11 points

January 17
C-I wrestling 50, St. Cloud 18
C-I wrestling 20, Brainerd 42
C-I wrestling 34, Forest Lake 31
*Brady Anderson - team match-winning decision @ 
285 pounds
C-I boys basketball 78, Coon Rapids 82
*Emerson Droubie - 34 points
C-I boys hockey 8, Princeton 5 (Rusty Skates Trophy 
game)
*Caleb Wisen, Jackson Ziebarth, Josh Sauro - 2 goals

January 18
C-I girls basketball 42, Sartell 67
*Bre Knight - 27 points
Northern Tier girls hockey 1, Osseo 1
NB wrestling @ St. Croix Lutheran Academy Invite
*Top fi nishers: Evan Pommier - 1st place (172 pounds), 
Ethan Kester - 2nd place (145 pounds)
Northern Edge boys hockey 0, Duluth Denfeld 11

January 21
Northern Tier girls hockey vs. Chisago Lakes - ppd
C-I boys hockey vs. Osseo - ppd
NB boys basketball 82, St. Francis 48
Northern Edge boys hockey 7, Bloomington Kennedy 1
*Ben Fruth - hat trick
NB girls basketball 49, St. Francis 54

JANUARY 15 - 21 C-I, NB SCOREBOARD

Below are the scheduled dates for 
the home competitions for each of the 
Cambridge-Isanti and North Branch 
winter sports. To see both schools’ 
full schedules, go to www.missis-
sippi8.org. Schedules are subject 
to change with minimal advanced 
notice based on weather, availability 
of offi cials, or other reasons. Note: 
Northern Tier girls hockey is a co-op 
between C-I, North Branch, and St. 
Francis. They split their home games 
at the Isanti and East Bethel arenas. 
Northern Edge boys hockey is a co-op 
between North Branch and St. Fran-
cis. They play their home games at 
the East Bethel arena.

Thursday, Jan. 23
•C-I boys basketball vs. Big Lake (7 p.m.)
•NB wrestling vs. Somerset & St. Croix Luther-
an (5 p.m.)
•Northern Edge boys hockey vs. C-I (7 p.m.)

Saturday, Jan. 25
•C-I boys swimming & diving - Bluejacket Invite 
(9 a.m.)
•C-I gymnastics - Bluejacket All-Around Invite 
(Noon)
•NB boys basketball vs. Grand Rapids (1 p.m.)

Tuesday, Jan. 28
•C-I boys basketball vs. Princeton (7 p.m.)
•Northern Tier girls hockey vs. Princeton/Beck-
er/Big Lake @ East Bethel (7 p.m.)
•C-I boys hockey vs. Becker/Big Lake (7 p.m.)

•NB boys basketball vs. Big Lake (5:15 p.m.)
•NB gymnastics vs. Princeton (6 p.m.)
•NB girls basketball vs. Big Lake (7 p.m.)

Thursday, Jan. 30
•C-I boys swimming & diving vs. Princeton 
(5:30 p.m.)
•NB gymnastics vs. RPHF (6 p.m.)

Friday, Jan. 31
•C-I girls basketball vs. Monticello (7 p.m.)
•NB wrestling - Home Invite (5 p.m.)
•Northern Edge boys hockey vs. Monticello (7 
p.m.)

Saturday, Feb. 1
•NB girls basketball vs. Cloquet (1 p.m.)

CAMBRIDGE-ISANTI, NORTH BRANCH HOME GAMES - JANUARY 23 - FEBRUARY 1

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Cambridge-Isanti’s Caleb Wisen reaches for a rebound in front of the Princeton net during the 
Jackets’ game against the Tigers.

JORGE PERALES | COUNTY STAR

North Branch’s Jacob Knoespel 
puts up a shot from inside the paint 
during the Vikings’ game against 
Princeton.
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28
JANUARY

Recover and thrive after a cardiac event or heart disease 
diagnosis. Our Heart to Heart support group, led by 
experienced cardiac rehabilitation professionals, provides 
education, counseling, and support. Learn about healthy 
lifestyle habits, stress management, and the latest treatment 
options.

Visit WeliaHealth.org/SupportGroups or scan the QR code for details 
on upcoming Heart to Heart Support Group dates, as well as all Welia 
Health Support Groups. 

Everyone is welcome to these FREE sessions. 
Questions? Call Welia Health Cardiac Rehabilitation at 320.679.1313.

Tuesday, January 28, 2–3 pm
Welia Center

Fitness & Community Room
200 N 9th St

Mora, MN 55051
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Fitness & Community Room
200 N 9th St

Mora, MN 55051

Come join us for FREE BINGO
For seniors (open to public 55 & older)

Every Tuesday 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.

Is Back!

Free Refreshments • Prizes & Fun!

320-629-7272 • 1305 8th St SW, Pine City, MN 55063

Is Back!Is Back!

RELAX! 
We make statewide advertising easy! 

THE MINNESOTA DISPLAY AD NETWORK 

Yo\Jr newspaper representative can 
provide complete details. 

The 2x4 Network is a program ol the MNA, phone 612-332-8844 

I SA N T I - C H I SAG O

The Star is now on Instagram!
@ isantichisagocountystar
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Baptist

First Baptist Church  
304 S. Main St., Cambridge, 
763-689-1173. Call the church office or 
visit our website for current service 
times and programs. 
firstbaptistcambridge.org

North Isanti Baptist Church
Lead Pastor: Travis Blake 
2248 313th Ave. NE, Cambridge, MN 
55008. www.nibchurch.com
Email: nibchurch@msn.com 
763-689-3576. 
8:30am Worship Service (traditional 
style) 
10:45am Worship Service (contempo-
rary style) 

South Isanti Baptist Church
3367 Cty. Rd. 5 NE, Isanti. 
763-444-5860, Pastor Bob Venneman. 
Sunday Worship 9:30am. Wednesday 
“Life & Light” Bible studies for all ages. 
Adults & children. For info call or go to 
southisantibaptist.org.

Springvale Baptist  
Pastor Zane Hall
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Sunday Worship 
Wednesday: 6:00 pm Band of Brothers
Thursday: 10:00 am Ladies Bible Study
410 County Road 6 NW
Stanchfield, MN 55080
763-689-1373
springvalechurchmn.org

Sunrise Bible Church
41300 Second St., North
Branch, Pastor David Stertz. Sunday 
school for all ages
9:30am, Sunday morning Worship 
10:30am, Sunday evening 6pm, Wed. 
Kids 4 Truth & Bible studies for all 
ages 6:30pm. More info at
sunrisebiblechurch.org 
or 651-674-4107.

Catholic

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
207 Whiskey Rd NW, Isanti, MN. 
763-444-4035 
Email: annseton76@gmail.com. Mass: 
Tues. & Wed. 8:30am. Sun. 8:30am. 
stelizabeth-isanti.org.

Evangelical Covenant

Karmel Covenant Church
5799 County Road 6, Princeton, MN
763-389-3169
Lead Pastor: Jason Hovis
Pastor of Youth: Kohl Hanson
Sunday School for all ages 9:00 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am
Wednesday AWANA 6:30 pm
Wednesday Youth Group 6:30 pm
Karmelcov.org

Evangelical Free

Dale Evangelical Free Church
45268 Brunswick Rd, 
Harris, MN 763-689-5817 
Pastor/Teacher Dr. Harvey Martin. 
Sunday School – all ages 9am. 
Sunday Service 10:25am.  
www.daleefc.com

Kost Evangelical Free Church
37405 Kost Trail, North Branch, MN – 
Jct. of CR 11 & CR 72
651-583-3281  • Kostchurch.org
Pastor Josh Jensen
Sunday worship service 9:30 am fol-
lowed by fellowship & Sunday School
Youth group Wednesdays 7 pm
Respawn Gaming Ministry for teen 
boys – 2 Fridays per month. 

Oxlip Evangelical Free Church
29237 Roanoke St NW, Isanti 
(1 mile West of Cty 5 and Hwy 47)
763-444-5134 oxlip.org
9am Worship Service
10:45am Christian Education
Awana children’s ministry Wednesdays 
6:30 to 8pm

Wyanett Evangelical Free Church
12 Miles West of Cambridge on Hwy 95
 www.wyanettevangelicalfree.org
Pastor Bruce Talso  763-221-4469
Sunday School  9:30 am   
Morning Worship  10:30 am
Mondays - Women’s Evening Bible 
Study  6:00 pm 
Tuesdays - Men’s Bible Study  5:00 pm
Wednesdays  - Midweek Bible Study/
Prayer 2:00 pm
Thursdays - Women’s Morning Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m. at Heart Matters 
Ministry, 403 1st St. Princeton
A LOVING CHURCH PROCLAIMING A 
LIVING MESSAGE!

Lutheran

Braham Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
West Central Drive & County Road 4, 
Braham
320-396-2755 
Sunday: 10:00 a.m.  Worship Service - 
BELC
Sunday: 10:00 a.m.  Worship Service 
Live on Facebook
Office hours 9:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Tuesday thru Thursday 

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Of Rush Point (ELCA)
Pastor Vicki Vandervegt. 
320-358-4829, 600 Rush Point Dr.
10:30am Worship with Fellowship fol-
lowing 
my.calvaryofrushpoint.org. 
Office: calvaryrushpoint@gmail.com 

Cambridge Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
621 Old North Main Street, Cambridge
763-689-1211
8:30 a.m. Traditional Service
9:15 & 10:30 a.m. Contemporary 
Service
www.cambridgelutheran.org -
fb.com/CambridgeLutheran

Christ Ev. Lutheran Church (WELS)
32962 Vickers St. NE, Cambridge, 763-
689-5333
Pastor Samuel L. Biebert. 
Sunday Worship 9am, Sunday School/
Bible Class 10:30am
www.christcambridge.com 

Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA)
109 Second Ave NW, Isanti
763-444-9201
Pastor Daniel Shantu
Sunday School 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service 9:30 a.m.
Home of Heavenly Sunshine Preschool
email: office@faithlutheranisanti.com

First Lutheran Church (ELCA)
43779 Gates Ave., Harris. 
651-674-4498. Handicapped accessi-
ble.
Pastor Vicki VanderVegt
Sunday Worship 9:20am
Coffee & fellowship following service
Email: firstlutheran@q.com
www.firstlutheranharris.org

Joy Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
1155 Joy Circle, Cambridge
763-689-4355
www.joylutheran.net
Pastor James Ritter
8:30 a.m. Traditional Service
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service

Living Branch Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
6486 Elm St (PO Box 335), North 
Branch
651-674-5576
Pastor Glen Kleppe
Sunday Worship 8am
Sunday School @ 9:15am
Sunday Adult Bible Study @ 9:15am
Tuesday Adult Bible Studies @ 1pm & 
7pm
Wednesday Youth Group @ 6:30pm
www.livingbranch.org 
(http://www.livingbranch.org)
office@livingbranch.org

Long Lake Lutheran Church (ELCA)
3921 277th Ave NW Isanti, MN 55040 
763-444-5315
Pastor Sue Olson
All Are Welcome!
Sunday Schedule
Worship: 9:00 am  
· 1ST & 3RD Sunday Traditional 
· 2nd & 4th Hybrid- Traditional & 
Contemporary 
Sunday School: 10:30 am 
Holy Communion:  1st and 3rd Sundays
Wednesday Schedule
5pm Wednesday Meal
6pm Worship
6:30pm Confirmation

Salem Lutheran Church
4638 381st Ave. NW, Dalbo, MN 55017. 
763-689-1687
Join us for worship every Sunday at 
9am
Sunday school for 3 yrs to 6th gr. 
begins at 9:30am
Co¬ ee fellowship after worship 
www.salemlutherandalbo.com

Spring Lake  Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
8440 Erickson Road, PO Box 958, 
North Branch, MN 55056 (9 mi. E. of 
Cambridge on Hwy. 95, North one 
block on Erickson Road). 

651-674-4606. 
Pastor Vicki VanderVegt.sllchurch.org 
Email: sll.church@gmail.com
8:15am Worship with fellowship fol-
lowing

St. John Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
28168 Jodrell St. NE, North Branch 
Located 6 mi. E. of Isanti on Co. Rd. 5; 
(or 7 mi. W. of North Branch on Co. Rd. 
5); then 1-1/2 mi. S. on Co. Rd. 12. 763-
444-5988, Paul Anderson, Pastor; 
Sunday 9am Worship;
10:20am Adult Bible Study; 
Thursday 6:30pm Bible study. 
Email: stjohnlutheran@att.net

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
980 West 4th Street, Rush City  
320-358-3623
Sunday 8:45am Worship
Monday 10am Longer Look Bible Study 
stjohnsrushcity.org

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
400 SE 8th St., (Isanti #4 E.), PO Box 
37, Braham
320-396-3103 
9:30am Sunday School & Adult Bible 
Study. 
10:30am Worship.
ststephensbraham.org

Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA)
38460 Lincoln Trail, North Branch
651-674-7047   Pastor Paul Cannon
In person and online worship
8 am & 10 am worship
9 am  Fellowship and Coffee Hour
9 am Sunday School
www.trinitynorthbranch.org
office@trinitynorthbranch.org

Methodist

Common Ground - A United 
Methodist Community  
404 Cypress St. North, Cambridge. 
763-689-2071.
Pastors Amelia & Andrew Buschena. 
Sunday 9:30am Worship.
Livestream of services and more info 
at commongroundumc.org. 
Everyone Counts!

Non-Denominational

Grace Gospel Church 
37126 MN-65, Stanchfield, MN 55080
763-308-5618
Coffee fellowship: 9:45am
Service: 10:00am
Pastor: Tim Miller
www.gracegospelmn.org
info@gracegospelchurchmn.com
Located just north of Grandy on 65, 
across from East Central Diesel, with 
three large crosses near the road.
We look forward to having you!

Journey of Faith
Bible based worship. 
651-600-9878. 
faiththroughaction777@gmail.com
Sunday fellowship 9am
Worship & Youth Ministry 10am 
Come as you are. All welcome. 
Junction Bowl. 123 Cajima Street, NE, 
Isanti. Refreshments served.

JustPassinthru IHS Ministries
Becoming Agape – Allowing the Holy 
Spirit to
transform lives 
763-228-0883
Meeting at Crossroads Commons 
1001 1st Ave. E., Suite 100, Cambridge 
MN 
justpassinihs@gmail.com
Justpassinthru.net
Pastor Tom Bakke
Sunday mornings at 10 am
Sunday nights and Wednesdays

Pentecostal

The Journey New Life Church
601 Heritage Blvd NE, Isanti 
Pastor David L. Willis. 
Sunday 10am Worship & 
the Word & Kids’ Church. 
Sunday 6pm Family Worship. 
Wednesday 7pm Family Breakout 
Classes. 
763-689-4471
Thejourneynlc.org

763-689-3360763-689-3360763-444-8873

Hwy. 65 N, Isanti, MN
www.MinnesotaEquipment.com

Specialists In Auto Collision Repair

Since
1978

1-320-358-4211
875 So. Bremer Ave., Rush City

LLC

Baptist

W O R S H I P guideguide

To Advertise in this Spot, 
Contact:

Kellie Champion
Classi� ed Ad Consultant

651-407-1237
Email: sales@countystar.com

This directory is paid for and made 
possible by the participating 
churches listed.

Proud to sponsor and salute our 
local churches

BY BILL STICKELS III
EDITOR@COUNTYSTAR.COM

Over the last couple of years, both the cities of Isanti 
and Cambridge have set in motion the construction 
of a roundabout. Now, the city of Braham is joining in 
on the fun. However, it won’t be able to do it without 
the county’s help.

According to Braham Mayor Nate George, the city 
is in the early stages of looking into the construction 
of a roundabout at the intersection of Highway 107 
and County Road 4. That intersection has become 
increasingly congested especially before and after 
school as it is the most direct route to get to the 
schools. Additionally, County Road 4 passes by the 
Braham Event Center.

“The goal would be to not only increase traffi c 
safety, but pedestrian safety,” George said. “That is a 
primary pedestrian crossing for our schools. It would 
also help slow down traffi c coming around the curve 
at 55 miles-per-hour.”

He added there has been an increase in crashes at 
that intersection as “impatient” drivers attempt to 
pass in the right turn lane a car making a left turn.

“In previous conversations with MnDOT, they have 
agreed that would be a good potential location for a 
roundabout,” George said.

George said the fact the intersection includes a 

county road, it is necessary to include the county in 
any plans being made, “initiate discussions to see if 
the county would be interested in partnering with 
Braham.”

Chair Alan Duff asked if George had any traffi c 
data for that intersection. George said he didn’t at that 
moment, however he could get the county that infor-
mation.

Commissioner Bill Berg asked if a roundabout was 
possible at that intersection considering the close 
proximity of a railroad track crossing.

“MnDOT has already taken a look at that,” George 

said. “Maybe the highway would have to be adjusted a 
little bit.”

Duff and the rest of the board agreed they were will-
ing to explore a partnership with the city and suggest-
ed George contact the county engineer to help with a 
feasibility study, especially in terms of the proximity 
to the railroad crossing.

“That’s something we were looking at really closely 
with the city of Isanti,” Duff said, referencing the 
ongoing County Road 5 roundabout project. “I think 
our county engineer will have a really good grasp on 
what’s a reasonable distance from a railroad.”

Braham asks for county’s help with possible roundabout

GOOGLE MAPS

The city of Braham is looking to Isanti County to help construct a roundabout at the intersection of Highway 107 and County 
Road 4, AKA 8th Street/413th Ave NE.
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Join in on the fun!Join in on the fun!
Isanti & Chisago County 4-H!
4-H is an out-of-school, hands-on learning program for anyone in kindergarten through one 
year past high school (grade 13). Youth choose a project that’s interesting to them and ex-
plore it with peers and caring adults. 4-H clubs are groups of youth who want to learn togeth-
er and meet in every part of Minnesota.

Call with questions!
Isanti County 4-H Extension Educator, 

Cora Rost • 763-689-1810
mnext-isanti@umn.edu

https://extension.umn.edu/local/isanti

Chisago County 4-H Extension 
Educator, Josiah Cole

colex300@umn.edu  • 651-277-0150 
https://extension.umn.edu/local/chisago 

Plus many, many more projects for  grades K through 13
(one year past high school)

� is page is proudly sponsored by the 
following businesses

Some of Our Events
Project Workshop Day 
B-BOP (Animal Overnight)
Summer Day Camps
Regional 
  Competitions  
County Fair
State Fair
Share the Fun 
  (group performance)
Project Knowledge Bowls
Residential Camp

Some of Our Projects
Aerospace
Clothing & Textiles
Dog Training
Cra� s & Fine Arts
Engineering Design
Photography
Veterinary Science
Leadership
Animal Science
Drones
Shooting Sports & Wildlife
Indoor Gardening

763-587-8107
www.acjconstructionllc.com

Landscaping • Snow Removal
Property Maintenance

Now scheduling for 
the 2025 season!

Dental Implants
Laser & Cosmetic Dentistry

Cerec Single Visit Crowns
Family & General Dentistry

Matthew J. Peterson, D.D.S., PA.
Lissa M. Cisneros, D.D.S.

Alex Cisneros, D.D.S.
Brian Christenson, D.D.S.

135 Opportunity Blvd. S Cambridge, MN

(763) 689-1554
www.cambridgedentalcenter.com

438 1st Ave NW, Isanti

Amy Lamb
763-333-4490

amylambrealtor@outlook.com
Speed Queen

PREMIER DEALER

SALES • INSTALLATION • SERVICE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
www.dalesheatingandappliance.com

(320) 629-3531
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
815 Main Street South,

Pine City, MN 55063 

Total Home Water Treatment
We Install Professional Grade Softeners!
�� We Service ALL Makes and Models

�� Softener and RO System Rentals Available

�� Salt Delivery Available

�� Call 320-629-3531 Today for All Your Water Treatment Needs!

Total Home
Water Treatment

We Install Professional Grade Softeners!
aWe Service ALL Makes and Models
aSoftener and RO System Rentals Available
aSalt Delivery Available
aCall 320-629-3531 Today for All Your Water Treatment Needs!

DALE’S HEATING & APPLIANCE   •   815  MAIN STREET SOUTH   •   PINE CITY, MN 55063   •   320-629-3531
Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

124 Main Ave. S, Braham MN 55006

320-396-3630

7 Days a Week  7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Breakfast ALL DAY

Daily Specials

Edina Realty
Real Estate in Heels Team 

Licensed in MN & WI
651-434-4350 

April 
Magrone
GRI, SRS, 

ABR
1655 1st Ave. E., 
Cambridge, MN

763-689-2468

Lic # BC692167

763-444-5100
438 1st Ave NW, Isanti

NEIGHBORHOOD.BANK
FDIC-INSURED

Your trusted local bank  
for personal and business 

banking needs.

NORTH BRANCH
5481 St. Croix Trail

651-674-8000

Minnesota’s Premier 
Family Owned Horse 

Boarding.
Where horses THRIVE, 

owners feel at HOME and 
MEMORIES are made.

612-205-2256
oasisequestrian.com

CATHIELUNZER@GMAIL.COM

A BANK THAT
SUPPORTS YOUR

BIG
P I C T U R E

WWW.BANKEASY.COM    MEMBER FDIC
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PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICES
REQUEST FOR SEALED 
BIDS FOR BRIDGE PARK 

APARTMENTS 
Please submit sealed bids to 

Caroline Moe, Executive Director, 
Cambridge Economic Development 
Authority at Cambridge City Hall—
300 Third Avenue NE, Cambridge, 
MN 55008 no later than 10:00 am 
February 11, 2025.  A public bid 
opening will take place at 10:00 am 
on February 11.  

Summary of Scope of Work:
Replace roof at Bridge Park 

Apartments located at 121 South 
Fern Street, Cambridge, MN.  

Detailed Plans and Specifications:  
Detailed plans and specifications 

are available from William Waugh, 
Project Engineer for RSI Building 
Envelope by emailing him at billw@
roofspec.com or calling him at 651-
639-0644.  

A guided tour of the existing 
building will be conducted at 10:00 
am on January 29, 2025.  The tour is 
encouraged, but not required.  

All questions arising from the tour 
must be submitted by February 4, 
2025, at 2:00 pm.  

Project is funded in part from 
US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development.  Davis-Bacon 
requirements apply for this project.  

Details of required bid and 
performance bond are available in 
the detailed plans and specifications.  

Bids received are expected to be 
awarded by the building owner, the 
Cambridge Economic Development 
Authority at its meeting at 5:45 pm 
on February 18, 2025.  

All other questions related to this 
bid solicitation are to be directed to 
William Waugh, Project Engineer for 
RSI Building Envelope at by emailing 
him at billw@roofspec.com or calling 
him at 651-639-0644. 

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on January 16, 23, 

30, 2025
_____________________________

CAMBRIDGE PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF MEETING
The City of Cambridge Planning 

Commission will hold a regular 

meeting on Tuesday, February 4, 
2025, at 7:00 pm in the Council 
Chambers of Cambridge City Hall, 
300 3rd Avenue NE, Cambridge, 
Minnesota 55008, to discuss the 
following public hearing items and 
other items on the agenda.

1. PUBLIC HEARING – A request 
by the City of Cambridge, 300 3rd 
Ave NE, Cambridge, MN 55008; for 
a Preliminary Plat of New Pathways 
Addition. The legal description is 
Outlot A, Heritage Townhomes, 
Isanti County, Minnesota.

2. PUBLIC HEARING –A request 
by the City of Cambridge, 300 3rd 
Ave NE, Cambridge, MN 55008, to 
amend Title XV Land Use, Chapter 
156 Zoning, Section 156.062 
Residential Outdoor Parking and 
Storage; to create an IUP process 
to allow vehicles of over 12000 lbs 
to park in residential zoned areas.

More information is available 
at Cambridge City Hall, 300 3rd 
Avenue NE, Cambridge, MN 55008, 
including full legal descriptions. 
Cambridge Planning Commission 
Meetings are typically scheduled on 
the 1st Tuesday of every month and 

are open to the public.
Marcia Westover
Community Development Director
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 

County STAR on January 23, 
2025

_____________________________
CAMBRIDGE SELF STORAGE 
AND ISANTI SELF STORAGE
This is notice of intent to sell 

items located at Cambridge Self 
Storage and Isanti Self Storage. If 
Ashly Armstrong J46, Josh Scurry-
Handy A75, Charles Anderson B19, 
Travis Green J62, Taylor Johnson 
J44, Lawrence Hopkins N66, Keith 
Pearson E54&E55, Robert Schiller 
Blake E72, Ashley Wellman E158, 
and Brandon Barrow E71 do not pay 
their balances in full by February 10, 
2025 at 9AM, online auctions will be 
held February 11, 2025 at 9AM at 
www.storageauctions.net. The units 
appear to contain household and 
garage items.

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on January 23, 30, 

2025
_____________________________

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-01

SUMMARY OF AN ORDINANCE 
ADOPTING A FEE SCHEDULE

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF HARRIS, CHISAGO 
COUNTY, MINNESOTA ORDAINS:

Pursuant to Minnesota Statues 
Section 412.191, in the case of a 
lengthy ordinance, a summary may 
be published. While a copy of the 
entire ordinance is available without 
cost at the office of the City Clerk, 
the following summary is approved 
by the City Council and shall be 
published in lieu of publishing the 
entire ordinance: the City of Harris 
Fee Schedule is hereby repealed 
and replaced with a new fee 
schedule.

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on January 23, 

2025
_____________________________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NORTH BRANCH PLANNING 

COMMISSION
Notice is hereby given that the 

North Branch Planning Commission 
will hold Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
February 4, 2025, at 6:30 p.m., or 
as soon thereafter as the matter 

may be heard, at North Branch City 
Hall, 6408 Elm Street, North Branch, 
Minnesota. The purpose of this 
public hearing is to allow for public 
testimony regarding a proposed 
minor subdivision on the property 
known as Sherwood Pines.

Applicant(s)/Property Owner(s)
MaKe Properties, LLC
General Location(s)
41623 Flink Ave; East side of 

Flink near 417th Street
PID(s)
11.00070.00
Pertinent information about 

this request is on file at City Hall. 
Persons interested in providing 
comment as to this request may do 
so in writing at or before the public 
hearing. Comments may be sent to: 
Nate Sondrol at nathans@ci.north-
branch.mn.us.

Nate Sondrol
nathans@ci.north-branch.mn.us
(651) 674-8113
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 

County STAR on January 23, 
2025

NORTH BRANCH ORDINANCE NO. 391-25
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

Beautiful 2 Bedroom
home  in  Brook  Park.
$195,000.  Move-in
ready. Call Fred, 320-
232-3573.

City of Centerville
 NOW HIRING

 Rink Attendant 
to start immediately.
Job duties include 

opening and closing
warming house, light
shoveling, light custo-
dial work and commu-
nicating with city staff.
Hours are evenings,
weekends and holi-

days, through the out-
door ice season. For
application visit City

Hall or online 
at www.centervillemn.-

com
 

City of Centerville
NOW HIRING

Public Services 
Technician

Duties include: Main-
tenance of sewer, wa-
ter, and stormwater in-
frastructure, plowing
snow, maintaining

public buildings and
parks, and other relat-
ed tasks. Sewer and
Water system opera-

tor licensure and com-
mercial driver license
is required or may be
obtained within one
year of employment.
For application visit
City Hall or online at
 www.centervillemn.-

com

16
Lost & Found

52
Cars

102
Services

102
Services

112
Tree Service

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

157
Part Time

201
Child Care

305
Pets/Services

351
Antiques

358
Firewood

358
Firewood

362
Miscellaneous

362
Miscellaneous

369
Want to Buy

451
Rentals/

Commercial

451
Rentals/

Commercial

452
Rentals/
Residential

501
Real Estate

Wanted

502
Real Estate
For Sale by Owner

Chimney/Roofing In-
sulation Services.
612-845-0289

Wanted: Ford Truck
97-08 repairable 612-
845-0289

Up to 49 channels for
free. No monthly bills.
Dave's TV and Anten-
na: 320-515-0270

Mora Studio Apart-
ments $750/month,
includes utilities.
Washer/Dryer on-site.
No pets, no 
smoking/vaping/e-
cigs. 612-470-3319,
moratroveproperty@g-
mail.com

Diesel Problems?
Call the experts: 
East Central Diesel
763-689-9470
eastcentraldiesel.net

Are you interested in
purchasing a Tesla?
Please use this refer-
ral link to receive a
special bonus offer

from Tesla before you
place your order. 

http://ts.la/carter53772

We can help! Place a
LOST & FOUND line
ad FREE for 1 week!
Call 763- 250- 9159  to
place your ad in the
Kanabec County
Times, Pine City Pio-
neer, Isanti-Chisago
County Star, & Adver-
tiser.

16-inch Seasoned,
Mixed Hardwood. Two
cord loads for $475
delivered. Delivery
charge over 25 miles.
320-679-1815.

16-Inch  seasoned,
mixed hardwood. Two
cord loads- $475.  20-
inch  outdoor  stove
wood,  mixed  hard-
woods.  Two  cord
loads-  $450.  Delivery
charge over 25 miles.
320-679-1815.

20-inch outdoor
stove wood, mixed
hard wood – 2 cord
loads for $450. Deliv-
ery charge over 25
miles. 320-679-1815

NEWER HOME  
For Rent in 

Mora
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, with 

full basement, neat and 
clean, attached double 

garage and in-town 
location, very close to 
medical and shopping.

Call for a private 
showing and more 

information.
Contact Dan at  

lindenbuild@youbetnet.
com 

320-679-3852

Designs by Jeff: Cus-
tom airbrushing, vehi-
cle wraps, fleet graph-
ics, signs, logo de-
signs. Over 35 years
of experience. De-
signsByJeff.com 763-
443-3135

Puppies for Sale!
Mixed breed: Moun-
tain Cur/Black Mouth
Cur/Catahoula/Pit
Bull. 10 weeks old.
Asking $100. Call/text
320-247-1633.

Recently married
Army Veteran looking
to buy 10+ acres to
build a home or pur-
chase an existing
home to raise a fami-
ly. Preferred location
Isanti or Chisago
County. Call or text
651-278-5882

Looking for that per-
fect gift for an anniver-
sary or birthday?
Think about giving a
subscription to the
Kanabec County
Times. Call our office
today (320)679-2661
to start delivery – we
accept Visa or Master-
card!

Dry  oak  and  maple
firewood,  $10  per
pickup  load,  you  cut.
$100/5  cords.  320-
364-0176.

For  sale:  Aspen  fire-
wood. Seasoned, fire-
place size. $150/cord.
Green  red  oak
$200/cord.  320-496-
3904.

For  sale: Seasoned
oak  firewood.  $150
per large pickup load.
Free  local  delivery.
320-224-9878

Old convertible cars,
pickups,  signs,  gas
pumps,  motorcycles,
bikes, Kitty Cat snow-
mobile. 218-372-8758

For Rent: 2 bedroom
apartment  on  Fish
Lake,  Mora.  Available
February  15,
$1200/month  plus
electric.  Qualified  ap-
plicants  only.  320-
412-6114

Fairly new house for
sale.  3  Bedrooms by
Ann Lake.  Lloyd Car-
da 320-272-4661

Employment  Oppor-
tunity: In  Directional
Drilling/Utility  Work
Operator's/Locator's
Union  Contractor with
Benefit's-Local  Area
Work 612-328-5830

Alterations and cloth-
ing  repairs,  25  years
experience.  320-396-
4152  Contact  Rose-
mary.  Braham 

Teachers On Call
NOW HIRING 

Substitute Teachers
and Paraeducators.
Flexible schedule,

weekly pay and prior
experience preferred,

but not required.
Call 800-713-4439 or

visit us online teacher-
soncall.com

Deb's Tiny Tots 
experience. Infant 
thru school ages. 
Certified CPR/First
Aid. Braham. 
763-333-4990.

Buying  sports  card
collections  call  Tom
612-701-7396

Female  PCA  needed
in  Cambridge  for
wheelchair  bound
male. 763-227-0971.

Buying antiques and
some collectibles.
Mora, MN 651-238-
0909.

Tree Fellers – Tree
removal, trimming,
stump grinding (even
if we don't cut your
trees!), hazard limbs,
yard friendly equip-
ment. 25+ years expe-
rience. Insured. Call
for free estimate 763-
443-2631

TCT Inc.
NOW HIRING

School Van Drivers
Minivan $21/hr
Fullsize $23/hr

20-29 hrs/week.
School and year round
positions available. No

CDL needed. $2k
BONUS & up to $3k in

yearly BONUSES!
tctinc.org/apply

or Call 651-203-8149

TEXTING 
WHILE DRIVING 
IS ILLEGAL IN 
MINNESOTA
DON’T THUMB IT UP.

The Classifieds
The Classifieds
The Classifieds

Call 651-278-5882 or 

email starclass@countystar. 
com to place your ad.

Need a Legal Published?
Call 651-278-5882

NORTH BRANCH ORDINANCE NO. 391-25 CONTINUED
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Attorneys

Dentists

Veterinarians

Cambridge • 763-689-4604
807 Main St. N

Mora • 320-679-4197
2004 Mahogany St.

Serving the 
Community 
for 40 years. 

Your comprehensive 
veterinary service.

www.ecv.vet

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!

Equipment

Tree Service

Orthodontist

Matthew M. Sievers • D.D.S., M.S.

Invisalign & Braces • Free Initial Exam

140 Birch St N., #106, 
Cambridge 

763-689-3134

705 4th Ave. SW, 
Pine City

320-629-9944

Cambridge & Pine CityCambridge & Pine City

www.embracemn.com

INVISALIGN AND BRACE FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

JOSLIN &  
MOORE

LAW OFFICES P.A.

Clark A. Joslin
221 NW 2nd Ave., Cambridge

763-689-4101

Your Local Specialists ResourceYour Local Specialists Resource
Call-A-SpecialistCall-A-Specialist

Your Business HERE!
Pick your category and 
your business will be 

listed under it!
Call Kellie to 

advertise 
651-407-1237

sales@countystar.com

USED PARTS
 Tractors • Haybines • Balers

Combines • Choppers

LARSON IMP.
6 Miles East on Hwy. 95

Cambridge, MN
(763) 689-1179

Used Tires • New Tires
Tire Chains

MATT’S
TREE SERVICE

NEED A TREE DROPPED BUT, 
NOT HAULED? SAVE BIG $$$

Must mention this ad to receive a 5% discount through the end of March

Call Now 612-706-8210612-706-8210

Certifi ed Arborist • Owner Operated • Locally owned
Bonded, Insured and Licensed mattstreeservice.us

Tree Removal /Trimming • Stump Grinding
Limb Removal • Emergency Service • Full Service Haul Away

Jean Deanna (Linder) Reineccius, 
of  Mora, passed away at 5:06 a.m. 
on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025, at the St. 
Clare Living Community in Mora. 
She was 81 years old.

Jean Deanna Linder was born 
Aug. 13, 1943, in Rush City to Leon-
ard and Cecilia (Swedeen) Linder. 
She was the youngest of  six and a 

full Swede. 
She grew up 
near Walbo 
where she 
attended 
school.

At 16, 
Jean mar-
ried John 
Alan Rein-
eccius. They 
wed on Sept. 
26, 1959, in 
Calvary 
Lutheran 
Church in 
Rush Point 

and were happily married for 58 
years. They lived in several places 
around central Minnesota before 
settling in Henriette. They lived in 
their Henriette home for more than 
35 years, raising their four children 
and later enjoying their 11 grand-
children.

Jean was a fi re lookout in Cam-
bridge for a time before going to 
Anoka-Ramsey Community College 
and earning a degree in nursing. 
She had a 21-year career as an LPN 
at Cambridge Medical Center until 
her retirement. She and John moved 
to Redfi eld, SD in 2003 where they 
remained until John passed away. A 
couple of  years later, Jean sold their 
home and moved to Isle where she 
stayed until relocating to Mora last 
year.

In her spare time, Jean was in 
a bowling league, went on family 
road trips, spent many days at “The 
Shack,” traveled to threshing shows, 
dabbled in the Red Hat Society, 
played Pinochle, and enjoyed read-
ing and doing word searches.

Her family will remember her as 
a warm, loving woman with a gift 
for making them feel special. Jean 
never missed a birthday, always re-
membered their favorite foods, and 
loved to give gifts for no reason. She 
was the defi nition of  unconditional 
love, leaving an indelible mark on 
each and every one of  her children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchil-
dren. She smelled like joy and her 
hugs were heaven. She was a trea-
sure never to be forgotten.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband; her son, Dana 
Reineccius; her infant great-grand-
son, Marshall Krona; two brothers 
and two sisters.

Jean is survived by her son, Dan-
iel (Jean) Reineccius of  Hibbing; 
two daughters, Denise Harms of  
Mora and Diana (Donny) Soderquist 
of  Redfi eld, SD; 11 grandchildren; 
26 great-grandchildren; and sister 
Willette Engstrom of  Placerville, 
CA; and many other relatives and 
friends.

A Memorial Service was held on 
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2025, at the Ham-
ilton Funeral Homes- Akkerman 
Chapel in Mora. A Private Fami-
ly Inurnment will be held in the 
summer of  2025 at the Greenlawn 
Cemetery in Redfi eld, South Dakota. 
Arrangements were entrusted to the 
Hamilton Funeral Homes - Akker-
man Chapel in Mora. Condolences 
may be posted at www.hamiltonfhs.
com.

OBITUARIES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Jean Deanna (Linder) Reineccius

Don’t miss out!
News, Contests & More!

Like us on
Facebook today!

Isanti-Chisago County Star
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125 29th Ave. S.St. Cloud, MN 
320-251-9581
Locations - 
St. Cloud • Pease 
Cambridge • Mora
www.applianceandelectronics.comLIC #00291

LIC #00291

New expanded parking lot!

Full Menu with Daily Feat� es

Breakfast

Non Pro� t

Wed. - Fri. 
7:30am - 11am

Sat. & Sun.
7:30am - 2pm

Kids Events for Easter
& Halloween

Celebrations of Life
Benefi ts • Bike Rodeo

Bingo
Mon. & Wed. 6pm

Sat. 2pm (two coveralls)
Meat Raffle

Happy H� rs

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 5:30pm
11am - 1pm • 3 - 5pm • 10pm - 12am

Live Ent� tainment

Open Mic

Friday & Saturday

First Sunday of each month 4-8pm

Follow us on Facebook for daily special and event updates

RUM RIVER ISANTI 
VFW POST 2735

410 Railroad Ave South, Isanti, MN 55040
(763) 444-9787

Taco Tuesday • Fish Fry Fridays • Desserts
First Saturday of the Month - Prime Rib

Etabs Available! Lottery & Pull Tab Booth!

Open to the public! 
Newly Remodeled!

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT
The City of Harris is seeking a qualified 

applicant for the position of  
Public Works Working Supervisor. 
The successful candidate will provide 

professional operations and maintenance 
of all city properties and have a valid 

commercial class A driver’s license. This 
position will be full-time, with flexible hours, 

and an annual rate of $70,000-$80,000 
benefits are negotiable. The candidate 

must be motivated to work with limited 
supervision while performing the duties of 

this position.  
A job description and application can be 

found at https://harrismn.com 
Applications must be received before 

noon, Monday, February 24, 2025, 
at City of Harris, 43970 Ginger Avenue, 

Harris, MN 55032,  
or email to clerk@harrismn.com

HUMAN RESOURCES GENERALIST
City of North Branch 

Job Posting, Administration Department
Salary: $32.62 - $40.78

Opening Date: January 23, 2025 
Closing Date: February 14, 2025

The City of North Branch, Minnesota is seeking a Human Resources 
Generalist. This offi  ce position provides guidance, support, and 

coordination in the consistent and eff ective application of policies, 
procedures, and practices of the administration and human resourc-

es department. This position also performs human resource work 
while responsible for a variety of routine, complex, and technical 

duties in a variety of functional areas including employee benefi ts, 
recruiting, records management, and new hire orientation; and 

performs related work as required. 

Bachelor’s degree in human resources management, public or busi-
ness administration, communication, organizational leadership, or 
a related fi eld with a focus on human resource practices, labor and 
employment relations, organizational behavior, communication.

Applications available at City Hall are available on our website at 
http://ci.north-branch.mn.us/i_want_to/apply_for/employment.
php You may also contact City Hall at 651-277-5228 and request an 
application if you do not have an internet connection. The complet-
ed application must include a cover letter, resume, completed and 
signed application submitted no later than 4:30 p.m. on February 

14, 2025 and can be emailed to matthewh@ci.north-branch.mn.us 
or mailed/dropped off  in a sealed envelope to Human Resources, 
City of North Branch, PO Box 910, North Branch, MN 55056. EOE/AA

PUBLIC WORKS MAINTENANCE I
Job Posting Public Works Department

Salary: $32.62 - $40.78 per Union Contract
Opening Date: January 20, 2025 Closing Date: February 7, 2025

The City of North Branch, Minnesota is seeking (2) Maintenance I employees for the 
Public Works Department. Candidates should have experience in any or all of the 

following: concrete work, street repair, parks and grounds maintenance, vehicle and 
equipment maintenance, wastewater collection and treatment, single and tandem 

axle snow plow truck operation, and light and heavy equipment operation.
A high school diploma or equivalent is required. Two years municipal experience is pre-
ferred and as described in the job description. Successful candidates must have a Class 
A Commercial Driver’s License with tanker endorsement within 6 months. Successful 

candidates must pass a physical and a drug and alcohol screening test.
Successful candidates will be required to be on a rotating on-call schedule and must be 

able to respond within 20 minutes. The starting salary is $32.62/hr per hour which is 
based on a unionized three Tier System plus excellent benefi ts.

Applications available at City Hall are available on our website at 
http://ci.north- branch.mn.us/i_want_to/apply_for/employment.php 

You may also contact City Hall at 651-277- 5228 and request an application if you do 
not have an Internet connection. The completed application must include a cover let-

ter, resume, completed and signed application along with proof of Class A license with 
tanker endorsement and submitted no later than 4:30 p.m. 

on February 7, 2025 and can be emailed to matthewh@
ci.north-branch.mn.us or mailed/dropped off  in a sealed 

envelope to Human Resources, City of North Branch, PO Box 
910, North Branch, MN 55056. EOE/AA

Check out our 
online jobs 

board!

Don’t
miss out!

News
Contests
& More!

Like us on
Facebook 

today!
Isanti-Chisago

County Star
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Simply the
Best
Simply theSimply the

!BestBest!!!!
Simply theSimply theSimply the

of the Star
Isanti-Chisago 

County

2024

4,171 Nominations
47,939 Votes

Here are some of your winners!

Highlighting the 2024 Best of the 
Isanti-Chisago County Star 

First Place Winners

763-689-5997  |  www.libertyrfg.com
640 Main St N, Cambridge

Mon – Fri: 8am – 4pm  |  Sat – Sun: Closed

Roofi ng, Framing Roofi ng, Framing 
& Exterior & Exterior 
ExpertsExperts

Best Customer 
Service from 

Local Business

2024

Isanti-Chisago
County

of the Star

WINNER

Finalist: Best Home Improvement 
Company/Builder & Best Roo� ng Company

Your Local Contractor
Serving Minnesota & 

Wisconsin for Over 30 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

Winner
Best Sanitation Provider/

Garbage Hauler

YOUR RELIABLE MINNESOTA SMALL TOWN TRASH HAULER
Honest & dependable commercial/residential garbage and recycling service

INDEPENDENT
The #1 Choice for your local and independent hauler.
BEST SERVICE GUARANTEE
We promise to always provide the very best service.
FAMILY OWNED
Proud to remain a Family Owned and Operated Company.
20+ YEARS IN BUSINESS
Celebrating over 20 years of keeping our communities safe and clean.
BEST PRICE GUARANTEE
We promise to always provide the very best price.
PART OF THE COMMUNITY
We believe businesses should make their communities stronger.

For areas serviced, services provided and sign up visit our website at
lepageandsons.com

2024

Isanti-Chisago
County

of the Star

WINNER


