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AUGUST 9 PRIMARY CANDIDATES

ISANTI COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 5 From the editor:
The Isanti-Chisago 

County Star understands 
how important election 
guides are to voters in 
helping them make an 
educated decision on who 
they want to represent 
them.

All local candidates 
appearing on the Pri-
mary ballot were sent a 

questionnaire and given 
a deadline of 5 p.m. on 
Monday, July 25, to sub-
mit their answers.

Out of the 21 candi-
dates, all but two candi-
dates — Brandon Hara-
pat for Cambridge city 
council and John Sut-
cliffe for Chisago County 
District 5 Commissioner, 
returned answers.

CAMBRIDGE COUNCIL (VOTE FOR UP TO TWO)
Aaron Berg, Cambridge
Brandon Harapat, Cambridge
Joe Morin, Cambridge
Bob Shogren, Cambridge (Incumbent)
Amanda Wisner, Cambridge

ISANTI COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 1
Alan Du� , Isanti
Gary Lantz, Cambridge
Joe Morley, Cambridge

ISANTI COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 5
Michelle Block, North Branch
Clark Johnson, Isanti
Kristi LaRowe, Cambridge
Susan Morris, Cambridge (Incumbent)

ISANTI COUNTY SHERIFF
Michael Longbehn, Isanti
Lisa Lovering, 
Wayne Seiberlich, Stanchfi eld

CHISAGO COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 1
Richard Cedergren, North Branch
Tim MacMillan, North Branch
Jim Swenson, North Branch

CHISAGO COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 5
Dan Dahlberg, Rush City
Cindy Erickson, Harris
John Sutcli� e, Stanchfi eld

What is your reason for running?
 My passion is service. I care deeply about our coun-

ty and it’s residents. I grew up on our Century Farm; 
my values are family, community and hard work.

To the Taxpayer- I am always looking for effi cien-
cies and ways to make our services faster, cheaper 
and better.

To the Senior- create ways for you to age in place 
and make sure you have the services you need to live 
independently. Because of an initiative that I started, 
we now have an ADU (Accessory Dwelling Unit) ordi-
nance that provides more options for housing.

To the Families-  accessible child care, parks for you 
and your children to enjoy nature, and activities for 
your children, such as 4-H, that promote leadership 
skills and help build our community.

To the Veterans- An easily accessible Veterans Ser-
vice Offi ce. I helped as we built a safety net - the Isanti 
County Beyond the Yellow Ribbon,  to assist veterans 
and their families, and to make sure their needs are 
taken care of. (I am the founder.) 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on address-
ing it if elected?

I will continue our hard work to streamline our 
county services and eliminate duplication, thereby 
saving our taxpayers money by keeping the levles low.

We are 1/3 of the way through a consolidation of 
county government, reducing the number of  depart-
ments from 17 to 5. This is not an easy task; it takes 
trust and true leadership to do a total reorganization 
of 300 employees.  We have already saved you over 
$500,000, with more to come. I am committed to fi nish 
the job and set Isanti County up for success!

What are the biggest challenges facing your constitu-
ents?

The economy! Our personal budgets are being 
stretched by infl ation; the cost of living is going up. 
This hits seniors on fi xed incomes, and families with 
children the hardest.

Access to dependable, high speed broadband. Isanti 
County has been partnering with  East Central Ener-
gy as they modernize their infrastructure to provide 
this level of service.

Crime is increasing, I have always been a big sup-
porter of our Sheriff’s Department and Public Safety. 
I will continue to advocate for them so they have the 
resources they need to keep us all safe.

Many of our residents work outside of the county, 
and are unable to access the Government Center 
between 8 and 4:30. More functions that can be done 
virtually need to be made available online, for your 
convenience.

If you prefer to come to the Government Center in 
person, that will always be available.

SUSAN MORRIS

City of residence: 
Cambridge

Occupation: Current Coun-
ty Commissioner

What is your reason for running?
 I Don’t have a personal agenda. My agenda is to be 

a “Common Sense Servant.” This opportunity is NOT 
about my agenda, but about SERVING THE PEOPLE 
OF MY District 5. This what we have done for 44+ 
years in our business. Our Motto is “We Work for 
You!” We work to provide the best Insurance Cover-
age for the best prices with over 50+ Companies. 

 I plan to continue this Servant attitude for the vot-
ers, if I am fortunate be elected to represent the people 
of District 5 in November!

CLARK JOHNSON

City of residence: 
Isanti

Occupation: Indepen-
dent insurance agent

What is your reason for running?
 Last year, I had no intention of running for 

Commissioner. I was preparing for the arrival 
of my sixth baby and working as a corporate liti-
gator. But God convicted me to say no to medical 
mandates, and I was fi red for non-compliance in 
November 2021. Since then, I have become more 
familiar with the nuances of local government. 
Unfortunately, I have found things are awry in 
Isanti County. 

 Commissioners have a substantial job. They 
wield both legislative and executive powers. 
Commissioners are responsible for contract 
negotiations, passing ordinances, and managing 
taxpayer money. Commissioners are responsible 
for setting local taxes and charged with using 
those taxes effectively.

 Isanti County citizens need Commissioners 
that recognize the government’s true purpose: 
securing the blessings of liberty and protecting 
individuals’ rights. Isanti County citizens need 
servant-leaders who recognize that government 
should work for them, government should be 
limited, and government must be transparent. I 
would be honored to serve Isanti County. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on 
addressing it if elected?

My top priority is to give Isanti County citizens 
the trust they deserve--the trust to keep more 
of their money; the trust to give them the right 
to vote for county management positions; the 
trust to inform them and encourage input; and 
the trust to let them lead their lives according to 
their conscience.

As Commissioner, I will be dedicated to remov-
ing and reducing every unnecessary tax and 
fee, working to give the right to vote back to the 
people, advocating for more accessible meeting 
times, and following the principles laid out by 
our founders.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constit-
uents?

From speaking with my constituents, the fi rst 
question almost universally asked is: “what does 
a county commissioner do?” For many years, lo-
cal government has operated with little transpar-
ency and accountability. My campaign is focused 
on educating citizens on the county commis-
sioners’ role. Once the citizens of Isanti County 
understand this role, citizens can begin to hold 
commissioners accountable for their actions. 

 Many constituents also express frustration 
with taxes and fees, internet accessibility, and 
government spending. I will use my skill as a 
corporate litigator to uncover and remove unnec-
essary taxes and fees and ensure every option for 
internet is assessed. I will also diligently follow 
this principle: the more government spends, the 
more freedom is lost.

MICHELLE BLOCK

City of residence: 
North Branch Town-
ship

Occupation: Attor-
ney

What is your reason for running?
 I was compelled to run in this election, by my 

love and respect for the people of Isanti Coun-
ty. I could no longer sit back, and trust that my 
opponent had the best interest of every citizen at 
heart. My mission is to put transparency, com-
mon sense, and trustworthiness back into our 
local government. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on 
addressing it if elected?

One very important issue, to me, is the fact that 
my opponent voted for - and succeeded in - mak-
ing the County Auditor and Recorder appointed 
positions. This means that the Commissioners 
harshly took away the right of all residents to 
vote for their choice, and the position is now fi lled 
by the board. 

What is the job for an Auditor you ask? This 
offi ce serves as the chief election offi cial for the 
county, conducting all Federal County and State 
elections including the responsibilities of voter 
registration, ballot layout and absentee voting. 
They are also responsible for fi nancials, and 
reporting fraudulant activities within the county. 
This was an abuse of power by our Commission-
ers. This position should never be appointed - it 
should be chosen by the people and for the people.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constit-
uents?

My top priority is to see Isanti County thrive, 
and giving every single resident a chance to be 
involved in a transparent and trustworthy local 
government. 

Here are some improvements that I will strive 
for: 

1. I would advocate for having all major capital 
projects and tax increases to be brought to the 
voters.

 2. Find better and more effi cient ways to com-
municate to my constituents about pressing is-
sues. Everyone who wants to be involved, should 
have the chance to be informed. 

 3. I believe that having more accessible Com-
missioner meetings, such as daytime and evening 
hours, would open up the door for more people 
being able to be involved. 

 4. Seek input from every resident, and govern 
with the will of the people. Being a public servant 
is important to me. 

The people of Isanti County deserve to be in-
formed on issues, and be able to state their opin-
ions, or prepare for the outcome of a vote. There 
is no transparency when people are not informed. 

As a commissioner, I will prioritize serving 
you with a local government that is accountable, 
accessible, and as transparent.

City of residence: 
Cambridge

Occupation: Farming 
family

KRISTI LAROWE



PAID ADVERTISEMENT

My goal is to create an environment where the Sheriff’s office not only protects the county but
is seen as a true member of the community, gaining your trust as we work together towards
our common goal of Public Safety. After all, the Sheriff’s department is YOUR department.
I will ensure we are working together with you, our community, to understand your concerns
and build crime prevention strategies that include your input. I will also make sure we update
people who report crimes so that they are aware of the actions we are taking and,
most importantly, the results. - Wayne Seiberlich

WAYNE SEIBERLICH - VISION FOR ISANTI COUNTY

www.wayne4sheriff.com
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Prepared and Paid for by Wayne4Sheriff. 37297 Xeon Street NW, Stanchfield, MN 55080.

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE

20 YEARS WITH ISANTI COUNTY
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

OFFICER OF THE YEAR IN 2016 AND 2021
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ISANTI COUNTY
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PRESIDENT, GRANDY LIONS
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WAYNE SEIBERLICH - VISION FOR ISANTI COUNTY
My goal is to create an environment where the Sheriff’s office not only protects the county 
but is seen as a true member of the community, gaining your trust as we work together 
towards our common goal of Public Safety. After all, the Sheriff’s department is YOUR 
department.
I will ensure we are working together with you, our community, to understand your concerns 
and build crime prevention strategies that include your input. I will also make sure we update 
people who report crimes so that they are aware of the actions we are taking and, most 
importantly, the results. - Wayne Seiberlich
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What is your reason for running?
I believe America is the greatest country ever 

designed by humankind. We’re not perfect, but we 
have been a beacon of light for freedom, liberty, 
and prosperity for over 200 years. It was an honor 
to serve 23 years in military leadership, where 
I learned just how critical the values of honor, 
courage, and integrity were to lead any successful 
organization. Throughout my public service career, 
it has been a privilege to protect cherished values 
embodied in our Constitution, 1st and 2nd Amend-
ments, and recognize that our inalienable rights 
are given to us by God, not the government. Those 
are the values that will guide my service as Isanti 
County Commissioner. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on ad-
dressing it if elected?

The number one challenge facing Isanti County 
residents is managing tight family budgets caused 
by higher gas prices, food prices, and taxes. We 
need a change in direction for Isanti County, where 
respecting limited family budgets is foremost in 
any budget decisions. My top priority is ensuring 
no more tax increases during this economic uncer-
tainty. I will do this just like I did in my six years 
of previous elected offi ce, by respecting the limited 
resources of the citizens we represent more than 
increasing taxes for new programs like the orange 
frog experiment.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constitu-
ents?

In addition to out-of-control taxation, citizens 
feel like they are losing their rights and sense of 
community belonging due to a lack of transparency 
and an over-reaching government that took away 
their right to vote for County Auditor and Recorder. 
Citizens want a say in their government. When pol-
iticians take away this treasured right to vote, we 
lose a sense of identity in our community and grow 
frustrated over being ruled rather than served by 
politicians. Many citizens who voiced concerns over 
their voting rights being taken away, another 7%+ 
tax increase, and initiating an orange frog program 
to “make people happy” are frustrated that their 
concerns were not considered in the voting process.

Citizens are frustrated, and it is encouraging to 
see nine new candidates run for four Commissioner 
positions to make the changes necessary to regain 
the public’s trust. This new board can regain the 
public trust through genuine transparency, listen-
ing to public input, and making public decisions 
that recognize the fi nancial uncertainties of our 
time.

ALAN DUFF

City of residence: 
Bradford Township

Occupation: Retired 
Army Major

What is your reason for running?
Over the past year I have attended nearly all the 

County Commissioner board meetings and have 
come to realize that there are several things that 
need changing in our current governance opera-
tion, implementation, agenda, and attitude. There-
fore, I have chosen to run to be given the privilege 
to serve Isanti County by working to make these 
changes. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on ad-
dressing it if elected?

It is my heart’s desire to return us to the Consti-
tutional establishment of “government of the peo-
ple, by the people, and for the people.” The citizens 
of this county have a God-given right to be repre-
sented and served by offi cials who they vote for and 
who actually listen to them. Half of the board meet-
ings should be in the evening when most constitu-
ents are able to attend. I will set up public townhall 
work sessions to get a better handle on the public’s 
needs and concerns. These meetings will provide 
us the knowledge and wisdom as to where and how 
to move forward toward meeting the people’s needs 
and desires…not that of the commissioners.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constitu-
ents?

The challenges that we all face today are many 
and varied. There is no satisfactory way of priori-
tizing them. The world in which we live affects us 
physically, mentally, and spiritually. The things 
that are concerning to one are quite different for 
another. That being said, there are two arenas here 
in Isanti County that are particularly disturbing to 
me. They are the mental health crisis that we face, 
and the lack of fi scal transparency and responsibil-
ity.

In this post-pandemic time, we are just begin-
ning to realize the deep emotional and spiritual 
impact of the isolation thrust upon us… sometimes 
necessarily and sometimes needlessly. As a result, 
the rates of depression, drug use, death by drug 
overdose, and suicide have skyrocketed. We must 
begin to use available funds to provide more indi-
vidual counselling and mentoring programs that 
have a historically true success rate rather than 
things like the pie-in-the-sky, self-talk program the 
Orange Frog/Happiness Advantage, that is hyped 
up and highly promoted for huge fi nancial gains.

Then there is the area of fi scal responsibility. 
Isanti County’s property taxes are higher than 82% 
of Minnesota counties. Although we have a lot to be 
grateful for in this county, I cannot but believe that 
a good hard look at our spending practices would 
reveal possible cost-cutting measures which could 
lead to lower taxes. 

We need commonsense leadership in these un-
common times.

GARY LANTZ

City of residence: 
Cambridge

Occupation: Retired 

What is your reason for running?
It’s a tough time in the country right now, and 

Isanti County is no exception. Daily purchases like 
gas and groceries are at all-time highs and nobody is 
immune to these skyrocketing price increases. Be-
fore I was approached to run, these were already the 
everyday conversations with neighbors and clients. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on ad-
dressing it if elected?

Isanti ranks 81 of 87 Minnesota counties in ac-
cess to reliable and affordable internet. Kids can’t 
get their homework done. Seniors struggle with 
telemedicine. As a longtime resident, this lack of 
internet access, a need in our modern world, is 
unacceptable.

And crime is surging. The Twin Cities metro area 
continues to move north, making public safety an 
issue in our home like never before.

I’m running for Isanti County Commission in 
District 1, as the only candidate in the race with 
a unique and successful career managing family 
budgets as a fi nancial advisor on Main Street Cam-
bridge, or owning and operating hardware stores. 
I’m not a career politician. I’ve just lived here my 
entire adult life, I’ve raised three kids through our 
school system and played in our neighborhoods, and 
I participate in our community.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constitu-
ents?

The economy is diffi cult for all of us right now. 
Just like I have in hard times in the past, whether 
it be at home or at work, the County needs to tight-
en its belt and ensure there is no waste of a single 
taxpayer penny. Just like everyone else, as your 
Commissioner I would take a long, hard look at what 
programs are working and what can be streamlined.

To ensure broadband access, we need to build on 
the current High Speed Internet Task Force’s suc-
cesses and evaluate where it can improve. I would 
also leverage all possible federal and state funds, 
while ensuring recipients building out infrastruc-
ture are transparent to the public.

We must FUND the police. I am a former 24-year 
Cambridge fi refi ghter, so I know our offi cers in blue 
are heroes in our community. As your Commission-
er, our Sheriff’s Department will have the funding, 
the support, and the resources it needs to keep Isanti 
County safe.

Therefore, as a candidate, I bring that 40-year 
career in business, and life experience living in the 
community, growing in the community, and taking 
pride in the community with me.

On the County Commission, what faces my com-
munity faces me, meaning the high cost of living, 
lack of internet access, and public safety.

JOE MORLEY

City of residence: 
Cambridge

Occupation: Small busi-
ness owner/fi nancial 
advisor 



Elect 
Clark Johnson
County Commissioner
Isanti County

Married to Catherine Johnson. Celebrated 34 years of Marriage on July 9th.  My first wife passed away after 12 years.
Parents of 3 great adult children, 2 grandchildren.

Residence on Highway 65 City of Isanti  P-2
Occupation: I have been an Independent Insurance Agent since January 1977

 I Don’t have a personal agenda.  My agenda is to be a “Common Sense Servant”.  This opportunity is NOT about my agenda, but about SERVING 
THE PEOPLE OF MY District 5.  This what we have done for 44+ years in our business.  Our Motto is “We Work for You!”  We work to provide the best 
Insurance Coverage for the best prices with over 50+ Companies. I plan to continue this Servant attitude for the voters, if I am fortunate be elected to 

represent the people of District 5 (City of Isanti P-2, Isanti Twp, North Branch Twp, Oxford Twp) in November!

Paid Advertisement. Prepared and Paid for by Clark Johnson. 1545 1st Ave E, 
Cambridge, MN 55008
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ISANTI COUNTY SHERIFF

What is your reason for running?
I have been employed with the Isanti County Sher-

iff’s Offi ce for over 30 years. Starting as a part-time 
dispatcher, and being promoted through the ranks 
to include serving as a deputy sheriff, investigator, 
and patrol sergeant. As a respected member of the 
staff, in 2015 Sheriff Caulk appointed me as the Chief 
Deputy. As second in command, I run the day-to-
day operations and oversee patrol, investigations, 
dispatch, jail and volunteers. I also serve as the 
deputy emergency management director as well as 
acting sheriff in his absence. I assist in managing 
the budget as well as all grants and fundraising. We 
have implemented many programs including Triad, 
assigning personnel to rural areas to patrol and 
assigning deputies to townships to be more visible in 
our community. I want to continue to work with our 
residents and partner on projects important to them 
that make our community safer. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on ad-
dressing it if elected?

My fi rst priority would be to work on mental 
health programs. So many of our residents have 
been affected by those suffering with mental health. 
People suffering cannot get the help they need or in 
a timely fashion. We respond to many calls for help 
each day and we do not have the resources to help ev-
eryone. We need to be creative in ways to help those 
in crisis. There are untapped resources including 
our faith community, social services and veteran 
resources as well as mental health professionals that 
we should explore partnering with.

In 2021, I started a mental health program for our 
staff. We need to take care of our fi rst responders as 
well so that they can also help and understand those 
that rely on us for help.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constitu-
ents?

It is that of the perception of what a law enforce-
ment offi cer is and does. I am thankful for all the 
support our community continues to give us. Howev-
er, we need to continue to show our professionalism, 
transparency and partnerships in order to continue 
our positive relationships. We also need to work to 
come up with creative recruiting ideas so that we 
can continue to hire qualifi ed candidates.. I will con-
tinue to partner with all elected offi cials including 
those at the state level to make sure that our voices 
are heard and that we continue to provide a high 
level of law enforcement service to our residents.

I want Isanti County to continue to be a safe place 
to work and live.

LISA LOVERING

City of residence: 
Wyanett Township

Occupation: Isanti 
County Sheri� ’s Chief 
Deputy

What is your top priority and how do you plan on 
addressing it if elected?

Top priorities include proactive policing as we 
target our theft and drug concerns in Isanti Coun-
ty. This will be addressed with expanded undercov-
er theft and narcotics investigations, systematic 
patrol in our rural areas, and more thorough 
updates and direct follow up with the public. Our 
senior citizens are still targets in fi nancial fraud 
and scams, and we have lost our connection with 
youth and preventative education. I will continue 
to evaluate and improve these efforts as the com-
munity and Sheriff’s Offi ce work together in our 
common goal of Public Safety.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constitu-
ents?

One of the biggest challenges I have seen is the 
community’s faith in our ability to serve them. As 
an investigator, I have heard directly from many 
members of the community who admit that they 
have experienced crimes that went unreported. 
This has been due to a belief that reporting the 
crime won’t matter. Please take a moment and ask 
yourself if you or someone you know has had a 
crime happen that went unreported and then ask 
yourself why it wasn’t reported. The most common 
response I’ve heard would be something to effect of 
“well, it wouldn’t matter anyways” or “you can’t do 
anything about it anyway.” When we lose the trust 
of the community, we’ve failed the community. If 
we continue to sit back and not acknowledge our 
shortcomings, nothing will change and we will 
continue to fail you. If elected, I will acknowledge 
our faults and immediately begin efforts to restore 
public trust and cooperation. 

I would like to see an advisory board created 
which will include a representative from each 
township who will be liaisons between that town-
ship and the Sheriff’s Offi ce. The Sheriff’s Offi ce 
needs to be seen as a member of the community 
and our relationship with the community needs 
to be stronger if we want to see improved Public 
Safety. 

Reports of crimes help us to investigate and 
proactively respond. Though it’s true we will un-
fortunately not catch every suspect or solve every 
crime, we need the information and data of what’s 
being done, where it’s being done, what time of day 
and how it’s being done to prevent the crimes from 
continuing. One person’s loss can help in prevent-
ing the next person’s loss, but without trust in the 
sheriff’s offi ce, we cannot work together to make 
that difference.

WAYNE SEIBERLICH

City of residence: 
Springvale Township

Occupation: Investi-
gator - Isanti County 
Sheri� s O�  ce

What is your reason for running?
I decided to enter the race to become The Sheriff 

of Isanti County for numerous reasons. My vision 
for Isanti County is to provide the absolute most safe 
environment for the residents and visitors of Isanti 
County. I believe that my thirty-fi ve years of experi-
ence as a licensed peace offi cer will help me return 
to, and maintain a community of law, order, and 
common sense. From the criminals victimizing the 
innocent victims, to the crazy driving behaviors we 
witness on a daily basis. My promise to the voters 
is that I will work diligently each and every day to 
combat the evils that pervade our society. It seems 
that in some ways common sense is a rare commodi-
ty these days. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on ad-
dressing it if elected?

My top priority will be the safety of all of the 
residents of Isanti County. Senior citizens being 
scammed, children being victimized and bullied, 
crazy drivers putting everyone at risk will be my 
focus. I intend to be actively involved in promoting 
a teamwork approach to addressing these issues. 
My hope is to be a leader who leads by example. My 
team members will be my deputies, the community, 
and partnerships with government aid and our civic 
groups. I endeavor to keep a close eye on the budget 
of my offi ce and pinch every penny possible. With 
hard work and diligence, I truly believe these ideas 
are achievable without creating a fi nancial burden 
on my constituents.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constitu-
ents?

I believe that our biggest challenge today is the 
rising crime rate that is everywhere. Stealing from 
stores, stealing catalytic convertors, phone scams 
targeting everyone, especially our senior citizens. I 
fi rmly believe that many of these crimes originate 
with a drug problem that permeates our society to-
day. I will do everything in my ability to combat this 
problem. I will be visible and available to everyone 
to listen, learn, and serve.

MICHAEL LONGBEHN

City of residence: 
Bradford Township

Occupation: Police 
o�  cer

No photo 
provided

Get informed, 
get your local paper today!

I SA N T I - C H I SAG O
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CHISAGO COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 1

What is your reason for running?
 Our community of District #1 should have all 

the same amenities that other districts have in 
our county, and we should have a strong person 
on the County Board who raises accountability 
for programs and dollars spent in the County 
as a whole. It is my goal to increase community 
engagement as your District #1 commissioner 
and listen to what our district needs from the 
constituents. My role would be to represent sound 
community ideas that support our local busi-
nesses, schools, parks, public safety, and roads 
and control wasteful spending and the raising of 
our county taxes. My intent would be to devel-
op a vision for our district, set goals, monitor 
progress, and collaborate with District 1 constit-

uents. I am passionate about public service and 
currently Chair the North Branch School Board 
and have accomplished many great initiatives as 
your North Branch School Board member, but 
it is time for a new challenge and time for some 
changes for District #1 and what the County can 
do in North Branch, District 1. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on 
addressing it if elected?

My top priority would be to get out and build 
relationships and listen to leaders and citizens in 
our district and hear what they have to say about 
new change with County Government within the 
district and what is working well and what is not! 
I would hold listening sessions and invite people 
to share their voice.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constit-
uents?

We need a plan to address all the challenges 
that may come with growth in our district and 
taxes play a big part in that growth, we need a 
solid plan on how to address the growth that is 
happening in our district and what the County 
role is in that growth and future growth. We need 
to work together and lead.

TIM MACMILLAN

City of residence: 
North Branch

Occupation: Director, 
Isanti County Probation

What is your reason for running?
 I am seeking public offi ce for three reasons:
•Bring new lifeblood to the Board of Commissioners – I 

would like to serve my community while I am still young-
ish and energetic enough to do so before passing the torch 
to the next generation.

•Provide a greater choice to the voters of District 1 – redis-
tricting has offered North Branch a long overdue oppor-
tunity to be represented at the county level with a unifi ed 
voice, and residents deserve diversity in the candidate fi eld.

•Model an expanded understanding of civic responsibility 
to my fellow citizens – I still believe that citizenship extends 
beyond simply voting; we should all strive to more fully en-
gage in the democratic process and serve our communities 
to the best of our abilities.

What is your top priority and how do you plan on addressing it if 
elected?

I believe the highest priority for any elected offi cial 
should always be improving the quality of life for constitu-
ents and, no matter the issue at hand, this work begins with 
a few foundational principles:

•Understanding differing perspectives
•Collaborating with colleagues and counterparts from 

other counties to fi nd innovative solutions to any given 
issue

•Openness to discussion to the merits of competing solu-
tions

•Dedicated workforce and leadership that operates with 
effi ciency, integrity, and transparency

•Proactive attitude that works to identify and address 
potential issues

The list of challenges facing any governmental organi-
zation changes over time, but never goes away. And while 
every solution will not please every citizen, leadership that 
can clearly articulate their decision-making process and 
justify outcomes will get my vote every time. Over the past 
few weeks, I have been meeting with county staff and lead-
ership and have seen the dedication and passion they have 
for the work they do every day. It is clear to me that Chisago 
County has many of the right pieces in place to tackle the 
challenges ahead, and I would appreciate your support to 
help in that effort as District 1 Commissioner.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constituents?
Like people across the country, many Chisago County res-

idents struggle with mental and physical healthcare access 
and affordability, food security, safe and reliable housing, 
improving education, and unemployment/underemploy-
ment. In addition, residents deal with a disproportionate 
property tax burden due to a lack of commercial invest-
ment, reliable and affordable internet access, and outdated 
infrastructure. These are all issues that require creative 
thinking, planning, and long-term solutions to address, but 
I believe in our residents and the county workers who work 
hard every day to move us in the right direction.

City of residence: 
North Branch

Occupation: IT Administrator/
small farmer

RICHARD CEDERGREN

What is your reason for running?
 I have been energized by the incredible work 

that I have been a part of the last six years as 
your mayor and council member. For example, 
we have city-wide broadband access, increased 
public safety services, a variety of housing oppor-
tunities that didn’t exist before—for veterans, for 
seniors, apartments, income-based, twin homes, 
HOAs. However, without a seat on the county 
board, North Branch misses out on access to 
fi nancial investments from the county and other 
incentives that could be part of our city’s econom-
ic development plan. I have intimate knowledge 
of what North Branch NEEDS and I have a pas-
sion for advocating for our residents.

What is your top priority and how do you plan on 
addressing it if elected?

My top priority as District 1 Commissioner 
is to advocate for my constituents-the residents 
of North Branch. I will be a strong voice for the 
residents of our city at the county level, bringing 
a new era of advocacy to the County Board. What-
ever challenges or needs North Branch faces, I 

will continue on the same path of not backing 
down. I want that seat on the County Board so I 
can continue to be a strong voice and advocate 
for North Branch residents’ needs and concerns, 
to be able to put items on the agenda, and to have 
a VOTE for our residents. I pledge to always put 
our residents fi rst!

What are the biggest challenges facing your constit-
uents?

High county property taxes coupled with cost-
of-living increases 

The most often heard complaint of North 
Branch residents regarding the county continues 
to be the high county property taxes. Lower-
ing county taxes would make our county more 
attractive to new businesses and more affordable 
for all of its residents. I have six years’ worth of 
vast experiences as your mayor and councilor, 
so I know fi nance, budgeting and taxation inside 
and out. I pledge to bring a fi scally conservative 
approach to these processes. During my tenure, 
I have led North Branch into its most prosper-
ous years of economic growth and development; 
it is imperative that we create a better plan for 
economic development at the county level to lure 
manufacturing and businesses into the entire 
county. We need to create a strategic plan at 
the county level to drive budgeting, economic 
development, and policy making so we can plan 
for our county’s future needs and in doing so we 
will become better stewards of taxpayers’ dollars. 
In sum, I want to create a more fi scally attrac-
tive climate for all of our residents and business 
owners.

JIM SWENSON

City of residence: 
North Branch

Occupation: Mayor of 
North Branch, retired 
union electrician

Visit us online!
I SA N T I - C H I SAG O
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We have a lot to protect!
Vote early beginning June 24 at the Isanti County 

Courthouse, or at your usual polling location on Election Day.
Paid Advertisement. Prepared and Paid for by Kristi LaRowe, Volunteer Committee

Kristi’s Priorities...Kristi’s Priorities...
Public service with 

transparency and integrity

Prioritize roads, ditches and 
family farms

Minimize taxes and focus 
on genuine needs

Support small business & 
non-profit organizations

Support your right to vote 
for Auditor & Recorder

Vote
Aug 9 •Nov 8

• • •

••

LaRoweKristiKristi
FOR COUNTY COMMISSIONER

(763) 843-9490
kristilarowe@gmail.com
www.kristi4isanti.com
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COUNTY COMMISSIONER

“SMARTER COUNTY GOVERNMENT.”
• Provide Fiscal Responsibility
• Give Constituents a Voice
• Reduce Property Taxes
• Promote Public Safety

• Create Partnerships
• Promote Business & Education
• Create Equal County Fiscal 

Representation to District #1

Paid Advertisement. Prepared and Paid for by Tim McMillan, 40585 Finley Rd., North Branch, MN 55056

952-457-5464  •  tkmacmillan@usfamily.net

CHISAGO COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 5 CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL

What is your reason for running?
 I am dedicated to utilizing my job experience, 

education, and passion to make a difference in the 
community I proudly call my home. I have held a 
variety of positions throughout my career in pub-
lic service, including Law Enforcement, Volunteer 
Firefi ghter, Special Education Paraprofessional, High 
School Baseball Coach, School Board Member as well 
as Planning Commission, which have afforded me the 
opportunity to develop a well-rounded base of under-
standing of the needs of a community. Coupling these 
experiences with my recent graduation with a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Public Administration have inspired 
me to seek a position on the City Council where I can 
continue to make a difference for the people who have 
chosen me to represent them. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on address-
ing it if elected?

It is important to responsibly broaden our commu-
nity’s tax base without increasing the taxes imposed 
on our residents. It will be a priority of mine to ensure 
the city continues to prioritize recruitment as well 
as expansion of business and industry in order to 
increase our local tax effort. We need to responsibly 
grow our city’s taxable base in order to reduce the in-
dividual impact on each one of us. Additional growth 
increases the government’s responsibility to provide 
adequate health, safety, and general welfare to its 
citizens. Maintaining basic levels of public service is 
critical and must continue to be done with continued 
consideration and responsibility.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constituents?
The biggest challenges facing the citizens of Cam-

bridge are related to the current status of our global 
economy. The increased cost of goods and services 
passed on to citizens ultimately affects every family’s 
bank account. When individuals are forced to pay 
more for the basic necessities of life there is less extra 
money introduced into the communities local econo-
my. Families are forced to make choices based on need 
rather than enjoyment or entertainment. Additionally, 
affordable and available housing in our community 
will continue to be affected by the economy. The cost 
of building supplies, fuel, and labor have slowed the 
increased growth in housing stock. This economic 
condition has a trickle down effect that will take a 
collective governmental approach to manage.

AARON BERG

City of residence: 
Cambridge

Occupation: City 
Planner

What is your reason for running?
The Fifth District needs another very strong 

advocate on the County Board. I stand up for what 
is right, and I push for what is needed. I am running 
because I believe in Public Service for the sake of 
the public, not personal gain, and I believe in giving 
back to my community. The county level of govern-
ment is the level that most closely affects the every-
day lives of the people living here. I bring Health 
and Human Service experience gained from serving 
for many years as a Public Health Commissioner. I 
bring business experience, a township perspective, 
a strong work ethic and a knack for fi nding solu-
tions that will help all of us in our daily lives. I am 
running because I believe that there should never 
be divisive partisan politics at our county level. I 
know how to work together as a team player for the 
benefi t of us all. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on ad-
dressing it if elected?

Keeping people safe and being fi scally responsible 
are my top priorities. County government’s primary 
job is taking care of the people of Chisago County. 
We do that through Health and Human Services, 
law enforcement, and veteran’s services. We take 
care of our citizens by assuring safe roads and 
bridges. We preserve the natural beauty of the coun-
ty by taking care of recreational parks and trails, 
and ensuring clean waters in our lakes and rivers to 
pass on to future generations.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constitu-
ents?

Chisago County varies greatly from the more af-
fl uent population in the southern part of the county, 
compared with the rural northern half, which is our 
District 5. The median income in Rush City is slight-
ly more than half of the median income in the city 
of Wyoming. As a result, the economy and property 
tax increases are more of a challenge in District 5 
than in the wealthier parts of the county. As your 
commissioner, I would make sure that equity and 
fairness are in the forefront of the County Board.

I believe if we work together as a County to bring 
in businesses with good paying jobs, the challenges 
of rising property taxes, and the cost of living would 
be lessened. With your vote, I know that together we 
can make things better.

CINDY ERICKSON

City of residence: 
Fish Lake Township

Occupation: Retired 
from fi nance dept. of 
Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation

What is your reason for running?
We have great communities in Chisago County – 

especially in the northern part – and they should all 
be represented in the decisions being made about 
its future. In serving as the Rush City Mayor for 
the past 10 years, I have learned a lot about local 
government policy and regulations, which I have 
truly enjoyed and believe sets me up to join the other 
county commissioners as an effective member of the 
team. I am excited to partner with other offi cials to 
drive change by supporting the concerns of the com-
munity, fulfi lling state requirements and ensuring 
operations are running smoothly. 

What is your top priority and how do you plan on ad-
dressing it if elected?

Of all the people in the area who I’ve talked to, 

property taxes are the biggest issue for our district 
and have been for some time. Many areas in our 
part of the county have recently been reassessed 
and hit hard by the fast rise in property taxes. With 
the economy being as tight as it is, we need to fi nd a 
balance to keep people in their homes. What makes 
northern Chisago County so special is the people; if 
people can’t afford to live here, we lose what makes 
our communities so wonderful.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constitu-
ents?

The risks associated with fast rising, high proper-
ty taxes are a major challenge for nearly everyone in 
our district. We need to fi nd a way to even things out 
and balance taxes with the shifting economy. Also, 
unreliable internet is very problematic in some ar-
eas of our district and has been for far too long. In to-
day’s world, with many people working remotely and 
computers being a way many people stay connected 
with family and friends, reliable internet services 
need to be available. Lastly, managing our growth is 
extremely important for everyone in our communi-
ties. Being organized and calculated is critical so we 
have the right infrastructure to handle new develop-
ment. We want to grow but need to be prepared for 
what comes with it. It’s also important to be calculat-
ed with growth so we keep our rural feel.

DAN DAHLBERG

City of residence: 
Rush City

Occupation: Sales and 
delivery driver, Mayor, 
farmer, entrepreneur
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Imran Ali –Former Washington County Prosecutor

Marlene Johnson– Former Lieutenant Governor of  Minnesota and Braham Native.

EXPERIENCED
 Current Chief Deputy and Deputy Emergency Management Director

 Currently oversees the day to day operations of the sheriffs office as well as pro-
grams such as K9, drone, Project Lifesaver, ATV, snowmobile and boat and water.

 Over 30 years with the Isanti County Sheriff’s Office

 First female deputy in Isanti County

COMMUNITY FOCUSED
 Authored and received a grant for what is now North Star Family Advocacy Center in 

Braham for abused children.

 Served on the Attorney General’s Task Force on Sexual Assaults

 Founded the Isanti County Triad for Isanti County senior citizens to educate on safe-
ty topics.

 Started a mental health program for deputies, dispatchers and correctional staff.  I 
will work to partner with mental health professionals to better equip our law en-
forcement when responding to these calls 

EDUCATED
 Holds a Master’s Degree from St Cloud State University for Public Safety Executive 

Leadership.

PROVEN LEADERSHIP
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Make your contribution to the local 
surrounding areas today!
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Alan Duff will Represent Constituents with
Integrity, Transparency & Accountability

      Leadership Credentials for Alan Duff
❖ Public Speaker/Author on Freedom & Liberty (www.MajorDuff.com)
❖ Military, Retired Army Major (23 years)
❖ County Commissioner & City Councilmember (6 years)
❖ Small Business Owner (12 years)

Vote Alan Duff
Isanti County Commissioner District 1

       August 9th Primary
Paid Advertisement. Prepared & paid for by Alan Duff 28555 Bay Shore DR Isanti, MN
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What is your reason for running?
 Cambridge is experiencing some of the most exciting 

growth in years, thanks in large part to the City Council’s 
mission of keeping our community prosperous, attracting 
new businesses, and providing opportunities for respon-
sible growth. My plan is to continue to cast my vote in a 
way that furthers the mission while representing all the 
citizens of Cambridge.

What is your top priority and how do you plan on addressing it 
if elected?

My top priority is to keep property taxes in check with-
out cutting core government services including public 

works, public safety, and community development. Public 
works and public safety provide essential and emergency 
services to all of us and contribute to our quiet enjoyment 
of life. A strong community development department is 
necessary to attract new businesses and help existing 
businesses expand. Business properties not only provide 
local jobs but also help keep the tax burden low for city 
residents. If re-elected, I will continue my mission with 
the council to keep core services effective and provide 
more resources to attract businesses that create high 
value, in-demand jobs.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constituents?
Our greatest challenges are economic. No one needs to 

tell you that infl ation is out of control. You feel it every 
time you fi ll up at the pump or buy the week’s groceries. 
A city government feels the same economic pressure as 
its citizenry. The challenge is to continue providing the 
services we all expect without adding undue burden to the 
property owners/tax payers. As a council member, I will 
work with the rest of the council and staff to maintain a 
reasonable budget while still providing the services that 
make life enjoyable and convenient.

BOB SHOGREN

City of residence: 
Cambridge

Occupation: 911 
Coordinator/tele-
communicator

What is your reason for running?
 To be a voice for the people and represent the everyday 

folks that live here. 
What is your top priority and how do you plan on addressing it 

if elected?
I would like to see our city become more family orientat-

ed and self suffi cient. I would like to see for myself where 
our tax dollars are being used and if there’s any room for 
improvement in their allocation.

I would also like to revisit the chicken ordinance and 
remove the Interim Use Permit (IUP) stipulation. If you do 
not know what an IUP is, read up on that.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constituents?
The taxes in our city are a big talking point and we need 

clarity of where our money is going. Yes, we need to main-

tain the required levels of necessity, but we need to look at 
areas that we can cut away fl uff. 

We are living in an age where infl ation is at a 40-year 
high. The dollar is worth less today than it has been in 
decades. If we as families need to be strategic with what 
we spend our money on, shouldn’t the governing entity we 
rest under do the same? 

What good is it to bring in all these big beautiful rentals 
if we can’t fi x the run down buildings we already have? If 
the target is bringing in people to live here from out of our 
area and not focusing on the folks that all ready live here, 
then that’s half the problem. What about our single par-
ents? What about our neighbors living on fi xed incomes? 
Can they afford to “move up” into these higher rent rates?

The USDA rural development program is a great asset to 
help families get into homes and we are fortunate to have 
one right here in our own city!

What about the vacant storefronts and buildings? What 
is being done to draw folks to utilize them for businesses 
instead of building new? 

If Cambridge wants to reach the goals they have estab-
lished, they have to help us reach our goals as families. 
After all, what would a city be, if there’s nobody able to 
live here to pursue our own life, liberty, and happiness?

This is our city. We live here because we want to. It’s 
time to have our voices heard.

AMANDA WISNER

City of residence: 
Cambridge

Occupation: PTF 
city carrier with the 
United States Postal 
Service

What is your top priority and how do you plan on addressing it 
if elected?

Taxes are high in Cambridge; let’s not kid ourselves, but 
we have a great city government and we are the hot-spot 
in East Central Minnesota. The city has a budget, and a 
plan, and we need to stick to it. We also need to lower our 
tax rate as fast as we can. That means Cambridge cannot 
be all things for all the people. Sometimes we have to say 

no. Cambridge is a great place to live and I have had the 
opportunity to spend 13 wonderful past years on the coun-
cil and each of those years we lowered the tax rate. I would 
like the opportunity to try accomplishing that again.

What are the biggest challenges facing your constituents?
People forget that we all live here together, and we need 

to be civil with one another. Yes, we can discuss, even 
disagree, but in the end we all want what’s best for Cam-
bridge. We need to lower taxes and do it without sacri-
fi cing our public services or our standard of living. That 
means thinking outside the box. The city has had a full-
time grant writer and I think it’s time we have one again. 
That way we can do things with others contributing. We 
also need to aggressively promote how great the area is for 
companies to come here - which lowers taxes because they 
are spread out more evenly. There are other ways to lower 
taxes as well that I would pursue if elected.

JOE MORIN

City of residence: 
Cambridge

Occupation: Former 
business owner, former 
security o�  cer, now 
retired

The following is a list of precincts that 
are open on Primary election day for 
in-person voting. Polling places are open 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Voters standing in 
line at 8 p.m. will still be allowed to vote. 
Voters who aren’t sure where they go to 
vote can go to the Minnesota Secretary of 
State’s polling place fi nder at pollfi nder.
sos.state.mn.us. Addresses for each poll-
ing place can be found at co.isanti.mn.us, 
and then clicking on “community” and 
“cities and townships,” or chisagocounty.
us/142/polling-places.

ISANTI COUNTY
Athens Township: Athens Township Hall
Bradford Township: Bradford Township 

Hall
Cambridge Township: Cambridge Town-

ship Hall - Isanti County Fairgrounds
City of Braham: Braham City Hall
City of Cambridge (2 precincts): Cam-

bridge City Hall (both precincts)
Dalbo Township: Dalbo Township Hall
City of Isanti: (2 precincts): Isanti City 

Hall (Precinct 1), Isanti Community 
Center (Precinct 2) *see cityofi santi.us/
elections for a precinct map

Isanti Township: Isanti Town Hall
Maple Ridge Township: Maple Ridge Town 

Hall
North Branch Township: North Branch 

Town Hall
Oxford Township: Oxford Town Hall
Spencer Brook Township: Spencer Brook 

Town Hall
Springvale Township: Springvale Town 

Hall
Stanchfi eld Township: Stanchfi eld Town 

Hall
Stanford Township: Stanford Town Hall
Wyanett Township: Wyanett Town Hall

CHISAGO COUNTY
Fish Lake Township: Fish Lake Town Hall
City of Harris: Harris City Hall
Nessel Township: Nessel Town Hall
City of North Branch (3 precincts): Access 

Church (precinct A), Main Street Church 
(Precinct B), North Branch Fire Hall 
(Precinct C - New location) *see ci.north-
branch.mn.us for a precinct map

City of Rush City: Rush City Fire Hall
Rushseba Township: Rushseba Town Hall
Sunrise Township: Royal Wilcox Commu-

nity Center (formerly known as Sunrise 
School House)

WHERE TO GO TO VOTE ON AUG. 9

For updated election 
results on Aug. 9, go to 

our website at 
countystar.com, or on 
our Facebook page or 

Twitter feed 
@CountyStar_news
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