
Repeat o� enders
C-I Mock Trial again earns state berth 
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FREE LOCAL WASTE SOLUTIONS 

r6fB,1L,;• 
YOUR RELIABLE SMALL 
TOWN TRASH HAULER 

Call Us Today! 
763. 757. 7100
www.lepageandsons.com 

� -----------------

Beautifully maintained Goldenwood home on a wooded 
corner lot o� ering privacy and mature trees. New roof, gutters, 
paint, and fresh interior updates make it move-in ready. Three 
bedrooms, un� nished lower level, patio with gazebo, and close 
to parks and trails.

Well maintained 7,410 SF Church building on 3.84 acre lot, with 
plenty of parking. Building is located on a mature lot with a 
playground.

Fully remodeled Goldenwood home featuring new roof and exte-
rior updates, modern � ooring, refreshed kitchen, updated bath, 
spacious living areas, and walkout lower level. Close to trails, 
parks, and amenities—fresh, move-in ready, and beautifully 
updated throughout.

$364,000

3070 Ivy St S, Cambridge • 4 Bed 2 Bath 3145 Ivy St S, Cambridge • 3 Bed 2 Bath 1155 Joy Circle SW, Cambridge

$307,000 $545,000

 763.300.2728 
teamlundeen.com

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Embracing winter
A trio of kids gives the Cambridge Winterfest snowman mascot a huge hug 
during the city’s fourth annual event. For more photos, see page 7.

Another roundabout may be coming to Cambridge 
BY BILL STICKELS III

EDITOR@COUNTYSTAR.COM

It’s getting to the point where 
Isanti County residents are 
going to dub it “the Kwik Trip 
effect.” Wherever one of the 
popular convenience stores 
gets built, a roundabout will 
inevitably follow.

The next example of this 
phenomenon is being proposed 
for the intersection of Highway 
95 and County Road 14/70, 
just west of the Rum River 

and a short distance from 
Anoka Ramsey Community 
College, GracePointe Crossing, 
and Cambridge’s “Kwik Trip 
West.”

According to Cambridge 
City Engineer Greg Anderson, 
MnDot and Isanti County 
recently completed an intersec-
tion control evaluation for that 
intersection ahead of a planned 
pavement resurfacing project 
in 2033. The project would 
resurface a stretch of Highway 
95 just west of the intersection 

to Fern Street.
Anderson said the evalua-

tion considered three alterna-
tives for traffi c control at the 
intersection. The fi rst is to 
replace the existing temporary 
signal system with a perma-
nent signal system and keep 
the same lane confi guration. 
The second is also to have a 
permanent traffi c control, but 
also expand the current lane 
confi gurations to provide for 
a dedicated southbound right 
turn lane onto Highway 95. 

The third is to install a sin-
gle-lane roundabout, similar 
to the one recently constructed 
near the Kwik Trip on South 
Main Street.

According to Anderson, the 
recommendations from the 
evaluation team were to go 
with the roundabout, even 
though that option was the 
most expensive of the three.

“The roundabout was found 
to be the safest option for both 
pedestrians and to reduce the 
crashes and have the least im-

pact on traffi c fl owing through 
the intersection on Highway 
95,” Anderson said. “It is the 
most expensive, but as noted 
in their report, when they do 
their entire evaluation, consid-
ering crash data, delays, and 
construction costs, it comes 
out as having the most bang for 
your buck.”

Anderson and City Admin-
istrator Evan Vogel noted that 
even though the intersection 

SEE ROUNDABOUT, PAGE 8 

STAFF REPORT
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The Bluejacket Mock Trial team is 
returning to the State Tournament for the 
second year in-a-row and fourth time in 
the last fi ve years.

The team started the season strong with 
two wins at the Apple Valley Pre-season 
MinneApple Tournament and never looked 
back, going undefeated in Regional com-
petition with wins versus Cloquet, Duluth 
Denfeld, Albany, and Buffalo to earn a 
number two seed out of 18 teams in the 
Northern Super Region. 

In the Region Finals, the Bluejackets 
again faced Cloquet, defeating the Lum-
berjacks by nine points to earn the state 
tournament berth. 

The team is led by three-year captain 
Ainsley Doom and senior Kaden Kaar.

“Ainsley’s leadership has been incredibly 
instrumental in motivating the team to 
excellence and helping them to gel,” coach 
Michael Galligan said. “Kaden anchors 
the witness crew and is the only mock trial 
participant in school history to participate 

in three state tournaments.”
The two seniors are joined by juniors 

Max Godeen, Averee O’Leary, Lauren Al-
bright, and Amanda Kopp, who, according 
to Galligan, “are the nucleus of the team. 
They provide a strong foundation for every-
one to stand on.”

The rest of the team is young but talent-
ed, which makes the future of the team 
looking positive. While only being a fresh-
man, this is Alice Heine’s third year on the 
team.

“Alice has once again proven her ability 
to perform well above her age with incred-
ible effectiveness, having played a major 
witness role in each of her three seasons,” 
Galligan said.

Rounding out the team in providing 
youthful exuberance are newcomers 
sophomore Maxene Vasquez and freshmen 
Rachel Kopp, and Sheridan Breeding.  

C-I Mock Trial is also coached by attor-
ney Hannah McDonald and Judge Carrie 
Doom.

The State Mock Trial Tournament is be-
ing held Thursday and Friday, March 5 - 6, 
in St. Paul at the US District Courthouse.
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Tree Removal /Trimming • Stump Grinding
Limb Removal • Emergency Service • Full Service Haul Away

Call Now
612-706-8210612-706-8210

NEED A TREE DROPPED BUT, 
NOT HAULED? SAVE BIG $$$

MATT’SMATT’S
tree servicetree service

Certifi ed Arborist • Owner Operated • Locally owned
Bonded, Insured and Licensed • 30+ years of experience

mattstreeservice.us

Must mention this ad to receive a 5% discount 
through the end of March

BY BILL STICKELS III
EDITOR@COUNTYSTAR.COM

Who says you can’t go 
home? Certainly not Chad 
Struss.

The former Isanti County 
Auditor-Treasurer, who in 
July 2023 left his position to 
take a job in the state audi-
tor’s offi ce, is being rehired 
by the county as the new 
fi nance director. The county 
has been without a fi nance 
director since Oct. 30, when 
Randal Erickson trans-
ferred from fi nance director 
to assistant fi nance director.

“I’m extremely excited to 
welcome Chad back to our 
county,” Chair Alan Duff 
said. “I think he is going 
to be a massive help in our 
budgeting process. He’s 
hitting this job running. 
Obviously, he has a back-
ground (with the county) 
and is very excited to come 
back.”

Struss’ fi rst day back on 
the job will tentatively be 
April 6.

ARCHITECT HIRED FOR HIGHWAY 
DEPARTMENT BUILDING

The Isanti County Com-
missioners have taken the 
next step in the process of 
constructing a new highway 
department facility with 
the hiring of an architect 
to come up with a detailed 
design for the new building.

However, that step wasn’t 
taken easily, as Commis-
sioners Todd Christensen 
and Kristi LaRowe contin-
ued to have concerns over 
the scope of the project and 
whether it was wise to take 
this step despite the uncer-
tain future of the project. 
Before construction can 
begin, the Minnesota Leg-
islature must still approve 
letting the county hold a 
local option sales tax refer-
endum vote in November. 
Plus, even with legislative 
approval, getting a majority 
of the voters to approve the 
referendum question isn’t 
guaranteed.

According to County 
Engineer Justin Bergerson 
and the other three com-
missioners, the unknown 
isn’t if a new building will 
be constructed, but rather 
when it will be constructed 
and how it will be funded. 
The four emphasized if the 
sales tax is allowed to go 
to a public vote, the county 
will need to present voters 
with a specifi c design for 
the building. Additionally, 
there is an opt-out clause in 
the contract that doesn’t fi -
nancially punish the county 
unless there are extra costs 
incurred to restart the job 
within 90 days of putting a 
pause on it. Finally, even 
if the county were to delay 
construction after the archi-
tectural design was complet-
ed, the county could still use 
those designs in the future.

As to who would be award-
ed the contract, Bergerson 
said Oertel Architects, 
Ltd’s bid of $1,137,678.25 was 
signifi cantly lower than the 
next-lowest bid. He added 
the company had a smaller 
staff than others, however 
they specialized in archi-
tecture for public works 
departments.

After nearly an hour-long 
discussion, the commis-
sioners voted 4-1 to go with 
Oertel, with Christensen 
casting the lone nay vote.

Struss returns to Isanti County 
as new fi nance director

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Chad Struss is returning as Isan-
ti County Finance Director. 

BY MOLLY WHELAN
NEWS@COUNTYSTAR.COM

It’s back to the drawing board 
for a section of vacant land in 
North Branch as the potential 
developers fail to convince the 
council to explore tax increment 
fi nancing for their project.

Unique Opportunities LLC, via 
its representative Samuel Herzog, 
proposed a three-building com-
plex comprising 236 apartments 
on land west of Interstate 35 on 
Falcon Avenue, south of the Ec-
umen facilities. The build would 
have taken three years total, and 
likely required the full 26 legally 
allowed years of TIF funding.

Rebecca Kurtz from Ehlers 
Inc., the city’s fi nancial advisor, 
presented the project to the coun-
cil at its fi nal February regular 
meeting, seeking consensus on 
whether the developer should 
proceed with pursuing TIF or 
if the council was unlikely to 
support it.

Tax increment fi nancing is a 
funding mechanism that allows 
developers of new projects to 
capture the increases in property 
taxes generated by their projects. 
It can enable projects that the 
free market would not support, 
providing in exchange a public 
benefi t – in this case, 48 units set 
aside for low-income renters for 
the entire term of the TIF.

Kurtz said the TIF effectively 
subsidizes these units, but does 
not require that the owners 
charge any less for rent. She 
said the developer is considering 

charging less rent for those units, 
and that could be part of any 
agreement the parties sign for 
the development.

The council was skeptical of 
the project, in part because less 
than a year ago the city effected 
a zoning change for this parcel 
based on a totally different plan 
for developing a portion of the 
land.

That plan involved adding 
single-family homes in an R3 
district, a use previously not al-
lowed under city code, and after 
special meetings and lengthy 
discussions, the council approved 
the change for all R3 districts in 
the city.

Mayor Kevin Schieber pointed 
out that the fi rst proposal, with a 
different developer, would have 
resulted in a density of 12.45 
units per acre, whereas the new 
proposal from Unique Opportuni-
ties LLC would come in at more 
than double that— 25.45 units per 
acre.

“That’s quite a bit more, with 
two acres less property,” Schie-
ber said.

Council member Jeff Goulet 
took the position that building all 
market-rate units would decrease 
demand in the city, thus theoret-
ically making all apartments in 
North Branch more affordable 
without the use of a TIF district. 
Council member Patrick Mea-
cham clarifi ed that he is not 
against TIF as a tool, but that this 
particular application was not 
worthwhile, in his opinion.

North Branch council 
uncomfortable with TIF request
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Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

MON & THUR
Alcoholics Anonymous

7p.m. Main Street 
Church 6500 Main 
Street, North Branch, 
MN. Enter east door. 
Informational Hotline is 
763-312-1088

MON - FRI
Senior Dining

North Branch, Chisago 
County Senior Center 
11:45 a.m. Diners need to 
pre-register at least one 
day in advance call 651-
674-1956 between 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. An annual 
registration form is re-
quired before dining.

MONDAYS
Women’s only Adult 

Children of Alcoholics and 
Dysfunctional Families
7 p.m. at Cambridge 

Lutheran Church , 
621 Old Main St N, 
Cambridge Mn 55008 
For more information 
contact Rebecca at 612-
702-2844 or CoraJayne 
612-210-1605

Fresh Beginnings Alanon
Family Groups meets 

Monday’s 7 - 8 p.m. at 
Access Church, 4359 - 
392nd St., North Branch. 
Visit minnesotan-
orth-al-anon.org 

Book Club
Third Monday 11 a.m. 

to noon at Isanti SAC, 
140 Buchanan St., N. 
#164 Cambridge. Isanti 
County Library lends 
the books and there is 
no cost to participate. 
For info: sacs@midco-
network.com

TUES & THURS
Exercise for Those 

w/Parkinson’s
Tuesdays and Thurs-

days at 10:15 a.m., 3:45 
p.m. and 5 p.m. at 115 
Adams Street South, 
Cambridge. For more 
information, call 763-
221-6883.

TUESDAYS
Braham Parkinson’s 

Support

7 p.m. third Tuesday 
of the month. Braham 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 905 Central 
Drive W., Braham. For 
info. call Lonnie Ander-
son at 612-423-1863.

Alzheimer’s Support
Third Tuesday of each 

month from 10-11 a.m. 
at GracePointe Heritage 
Center, 322 River Hills 
Place North, Cambridge. 
For info call Lyndsey 
Larson 763-691-6172.

Memory Cafe
First Tuesday of every 

month, 10 - 11:30 a.m. at 
GracePointe Crossing 
Heritage Center, 322 
River Hills Place North, 
Cambridge. Contact Julie 
at 763-306-5066 for info.

PrimeTime Singers
Cambridge Lutheran 

Church, 1:30 p.m. A 
community choir for 
ages 60+, no audition or 
fee required. Fellowship 
follows rehearsal. Info: 
612-619-2111.

Grief Share 
Faith Lutheran 

Church, 109 2nd Ave. 
NW, Isanti. Meets 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 2 p.m. 763-444-
9201.

Celebrate Recovery 
At First Baptist in 

Cambridge(304 Main St 
S.) every Tuesday.  There 
is a light meal at 5:45 
p.m., large group at 6:30 
p.m., and small groups at 

7:30 p.m. Visit Celebra-
terecovery.com for more 
info.

WEDNESDAYS
Alanon

7 p.m. at the Isanti 
Alano Club, 790 Heritage 
Blvd. Isanti. 763-444-4605

Chisago County Drop-In 
Center

Open 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at Main Street Church, 
6500 Main Street, North 
Branch. For individuals 
18 yrs or older living 
with mental illness. Info: 
651-213-5600 or Adult-
mentalhealth.org.

THURSDAYS
East Central Baby Cafe
Free drop-in breast-

feeding support from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
the Adult Enrichment 
Center, 540 5th Ave NW, 
Cambridge, MN. For info. 
call 763-689-1711.

Cambridge-Edgewood AFG
Cambridge-Edgewood 

Al-Anon Family Group 
meets from 7-8 p.m. at 
Cambridge Lutheran 
Church, 621 Old Main 
Street N. Visit minneso-
tanorth-al-anon.org for 
info.

Parkinson’s Support Group
Third Thursday of the 

month – 1-2:30 p.m. The 
Levande, 2011 6th Lane 
SE, Cambridge, MN for 
info call 763-325-0100

ACA Adult Children of 

Alcoholics/ Dysfunctional 
Families Meeting

7 p.m. at Access 
Church, 4359 392nd St, 
North Branch. For info. 
call 612-251-6556 or email 
acanorthbranch@gmail.
com

Fresh Beginnings Alanon 
Family Group

From 7-8 p.m. at Access 
Church, 4359 392nd 
Street, North Branch. 
Visit minnesota-al-anon.
org for info.

Medicare and Medicaid 101 
Open House 

Third Thursday of the 
month from 1-3 p.m. Get 
your questions answered 
by trained agents. (763) 
689-7390 or ecrlib.org for 
info.

Tax Help with AARP
at North Branch Public 

Library from noon to 3 
p.m. through April 16 
By appointment only by 
calling Seven County 
Senior Federation at 320-
679-4700. 

SATURDAY
GriefShare

At Joy Lutheran 
Church, from 9-10:30 
a.m. each Saturday, ex-
cept for the 1st Saturday 
of each month. Contact 
Mary Schuett, 561-222-
3347,  for more informa-
tion.

Joyful Walking Club
The 1st Saturday of 

each month, from 9-10 
a.m., around the perim-

eter of Joy Lutheran’s 
ball fi eld in Cambridge. 
Contact Mary Schuett, 
561-222-3347, for more 
information.

Tax Help with AARP
at Cambridge Public 

Library from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. through April 18 
By appointment only by 
calling Seven County 
Senior Federation at 320-
679-4700. 

MARCH 7
East Central MN Chorale 

and Unum Vox Winter 
Concerts. 

2 pm at Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in Pine 
City and 7 pm at Com-
mon Ground: UMC in 
Cambridge.

MARCH 10
Waters of Chisago County
Find out if our water 

is safe to swim in, fi sh 
from, or drink from Low-
er St. Croix Watershed 
Partnership Water Re-
sources Educator Barba-
ra Heiktamp. 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at the North Branch 
Public Library. This 
program is recommend-
ed for adults. Walk-ins 
welcome, but preregistra-
tion is encouraged.

MARCH 12,
Jenni Thyng Concert

Jenni Thyng performs 
a concert in North 
Branch with We R Able.  
All are welcome for the 5 
p.m. meal sponsored by 
Provide Care. 

Edible Weeds
6:30pm at the Cam-

bridge Library - Great 
Northern Room. Present-
ed by the Chisago County 
Master Gardeners. For 
more info visit ecrlib.
org/events/

SENIOR CENTER
WEEKLY EVENTS

CAMBRIDGE
140 Buchanan Street

Mondays
Bridge - 1 to 3 p.m.
Mahjong - noon to 3 

p.m.
Tuesdays

Dominoes - 10 a.m. to 
noon

Coloring - 9 a.m.
Hand and Foot - 12:30 

to 3 p.m.
Wednesdays

Cribbage - 9 to 11 a.m.
Wizard 11 a.m. to noon
Pinochle 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Mahjong noon to 3 p.m.

Thursdays
500 - 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Bunco - 9:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. (Third Thurs-
day of month)

CHISAGO COUNTY
38790 6th Avenue, 

North Branch
Mon, Wed, Fri.

Exercise with Connie - 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Monday & Wednesday
500 - starting at 12:45 

p.m.
Tuesdays

Music - provided before 
the meal - 11:15 a.m.

Dominoes - starting at 
10 a.m.

Thursdays
Bingo - starting at 10 

a.m.
Hand and Foot - start-

ing at 12:30 p.m.
Fridays

Cribbage - starting at 
12:45 p.m.

EASTCENTRALMNCHORALE.ORG

The East Central MN Chorale and Unum Vox winter concert is March 7 at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Pine City.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or other 
unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today: 

+1 (844) 206-0424

SEE HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE 

Submit 
information for 

upcoming events 
to:

editor@countystar.com

A Minnesota A Minnesota 
Newspaper Newspaper 
Association Association 

AWARD-WINNINGAWARD-WINNING 
publication.publication.
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B
efore the NFL season began and now that it and 
the Olympics have concluded, I have been biding 
my Sunday mornings by doing a little comparison 
of a couple of the Sunday morning network news 

shows. Specifi cally, I take a look at Fox News Sunday 
and NBC Meet the Press, mainly be-
cause they are on one after the other.

I started this comparison mainly out 
of curiosity about if all the statements 
about biased national media were 
accurate. Long story short, they are ab-
solutely accurate, sometimes to ridicu-
lous extremes. Interestingly, though, is 
while they are polar opposites in terms 
of bias, they are strikingly similar in 
almost every other way.

Both shows are currently hosted by 
females. On Fox, it is Shannon Bream, 
and on Meet the Press, it is Kristen 
Welker. While they are probably per-
fectly competent journalists — Welker 
graduated from Harvard and Bream 
graduated with a doctor of law degree, 
their current positions make them 

seem more like mere mouthpieces for their respective 
networks.

Both shows follow the same template. They focus 
on the biggest national or world news topics from the 
previous week through interviews of various political 
fi gures, followed by a panel discussion of four experts, 
with most of them also being associated with the media.

Watch these shows just a couple times and even their 
similar M.O. becomes apparent. Both shows try to pres-
ent an unbiased front, having both a Republican and a 
Democrat on each show discussing their position on the 
same topic. But take a closer look. Most of the time, they 
each interview someone from the opposing side of their 
bias fi rst. After that, they interview the person with the 
same position as theirs. Often, that second interview 
includes, “you heard what (insert fi rst person inter-
viewed name) said, how do you respond?” By doing it 
this way, it gives the advantage to the second guest by 
letting them hear what the fi rst person said and giving 
them time to come up with a counterpoint.

Even the way each guest is interviewed is the same. 
The fi rst person gets the hard-hitting questions and is 
openly and instantly “fact-checked” more often, to the 
point it seems like Welker or Bream is more debating 
the person rather than interviewing them. The second 
person is then thrown softball questions.

Then there’s the expert panel. Again, in an attempt 
to appear unbiased, the panel typically features three 
people who follow the networks’ bias, plus one “sacrifi -
cial lamb.” That person is inevitably ganged up on by 
the other three, with the host sometimes jumping into 
the fray.

When I fi rst started this comparison, I rationalized 
this was one way I could get both sides of a topic’s story. 
But after a while, all it is doing is leaving an equally 
sour taste in my mouth and even more reason to look 
forward to the next NFL season to start.

BILL STICKELS III is editor of the Isanti-Chisago County Star. He can be direct-
ly reached at 651-407-1245, through our main o�  ce number at 763-689-1181, 
ext. 156 or editor@countystar.com.

National media 
shows opposite 

sides of same coin

Worth a 
Thousand 

Words
Bill

Stickels III

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ICE actions unconstitutional
To the editor,

A recent letter to the editor was titled “Decency, 
respect for one another”. The writer asks where 
common decency and respect have gone. I, too, am 
asking that very question. 

 The 4th Amendment to the US Constitution 
protects individuals against unreasonable search-
es and seizures by the government. It requires 
warrants based on probable cause and specifi cally 
describe the place and items involved. It secures 
privacy in homes, belongings, and person, though 
exceptions exist for consent, emergencies, or lawful 
arrests.” Notice – there is no statement that the 4th 
Amendment applies only to US citizens. If you are 
here, even without legal status, those rights apply 
to you. ICE, in it’s current actions, is denying those 
rights. If ICE were to get proper judicial warrants, 
they can perform those searches and lawful 
arrests. ICE has refused to follow the 4th Amend-
ment.

 The 5th Amendment to the US Constitution 
protects individuals in legal proceedings, primar-
ily the right to remain silent (protection against 
self-incrimination), protection against double jeop-
ardy, the right to a grand jury for capital crimes, 
the guarantee of due process, and compensation for 
taken private property. Again, there is no state-
ment that the 5th Amendment applies only to US 
citizens. ICE has routinely denied due process to 
the people they arrest.

 It seems to me that if ICE wants our respect, they 
should follow the US Constitution. They should stop 
kidnapping 5-year-olds and sending them to Texas 

without a chance to have a court hearing on their 
immigration status. If ICE wants our respect, they 
should stop arresting people that are following the 
law and appearing in court for their immigration 
hearings. In his last year in offi ce, Biden deported 
675,000 people. No one died at the hands of ICE. No 
one’s home was destroyed by illegal searches. The 
Biden administration did it the right way. The legal 
way. 

 I’m not justifying violence against ICE agents. 
Peaceful protest is guaranteed in the 1st amend-
ment to the US constitution. Why should I respect 
ICE when they violate the US Constitution and peo-
ple’s civil rights on an hourly basis? Why should 
my 1st Amendment rights to peaceful protest of the 
unconstitutional actions of ICE be under attack?  

Je� rey Benney
Cambridge

We need rule of law
To the editor,

Yes! We have always respected the rule of law. 
It is our very foundation. We need the rule of law. 
Without it we have no democracy. 

It is scary and heartbreaking to watch people 
around us breaking the law with no regard to con-
sequences. Our own president has broken the law 
time and time again. Many of the ICE actions were 
not legal. 

The peaceful demonstrations by our citizens were 
legal.  

Marlys Barr
Isanti

A Minnesota Newspaper A Minnesota Newspaper 
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P
ublic Schools Week, observed Feb-
ruary 23–27, gave communities 
across the country an opportuni-
ty to refl ect on the essential role 

public education plays in strengthening 
communities and preparing students 

for their futures. As 
we move into March, 
that refl ection contin-
ues here at home.

Our public schools 
are not owned by a 
distant agency. They 
are owned by our com-
munity. They belong to 
the families, residents, 
business owners, 
and taxpayers across 
Cambridge, Isanti, and 
our surrounding com-
munities. That shared 
ownership brings both 
opportunity and re-

sponsibility — and we do not take that 
responsibility lightly.

Each day in our classrooms, students 
are building the skills, confi dence, 
and character that will carry them 
into careers, technical trades, higher 

education, military service, and civic 
life. Strong public schools contribute to 
workforce development, support prop-
erty values, and sustain the long-term 
vitality of our region. The impact of 
what happens inside our schools reach-
es far beyond graduation day.

But strong schools do not happen 
by accident. They require intentional 
leadership, high expectations, and 
careful stewardship of public dollars 
— along with results that refl ect that 
investment.

Over the past several weeks at Cam-
bridge-Isanti High School, we have 
celebrated accomplishments that are 
truly extraordinary. Our Mock Trial 
team is heading back to the state tour-
nament for the fourth time in the past 
fi ve years. Student welders have earned 
recognition at the regional level. Music 
and theater students have advanced 
beyond local competition to receive 
state honors. We have celebrated Triple 
‘A’  award fi nalists, state-qualifying 
athletes and teams, Culinary and 
FCCLA competitors, National Merit 
scholars, and Math League participants 
— all achieving success at the state or 

national level.
Every one of these recognitions 

represents students advancing beyond 
local competition. That is exceptional. 
And it speaks to the culture of excel-
lence that exists across our district.

These achievements refl ect student ef-
fort and educator expertise — but they 
also refl ect a community that believes 
in opportunity. They are tangible evi-
dence of what thoughtful, disciplined 
investment in public education can 
produce.

At the same time, we remain deeply 
committed to responsible fi nancial 
stewardship. We recognize that ev-
ery dollar entrusted to our district 
represents hard work. We approach 
budgeting with long-range planning, 
careful prioritization, and a constant 
focus on ensuring that resources are 
directed where they have the greatest 
impact on students. Excellence and ef-
fi ciency are not competing values; they 
must work together.

Stewardship is not a one-time initia-
tive — it is an ongoing responsibility 
that guides daily decisions across the 
district.

Importantly, we do this work in part-
nership with the community. Through 
advisory groups, public engagement, 
and open dialogue, our schools refl ect 
the priorities of the people who own 
them. If you are interested in serving 
in one of these capacities or contrib-
uting your perspective, we welcome 
that involvement and encourage you to 
reach out to our district offi ce to learn 
more about how you can participate.

Public education is both a promise 
and a partnership. A promise to stu-
dents. A partnership with our commu-
nity.

As we move beyond Public Schools 
Week, we do so with pride — pride 
in students who are competing and 
succeeding on the state and national 
stage — and gratitude for a community 
that expects excellence while valuing 
responsible stewardship.

That is something we can all be proud 
of.

GO BIG BLUE!
DR. NATE RUDOLPH is superintendent of Cambridge-Isanti 

Schools. He can be reached at  763-689-6202 or nrudolph@c-is-
chools.org.

Public education: Stewardship, partnership, and pride

C-I School
News
Dr. Nate

Rudolph

Q
uestion: I am looking to purchase a used vehicle. 
I have been online and checking things out and 
some of these listings appears too good to be true. 
Do you have any advice on what a person can or 

should do so they don’t become a victim?
Answer: If it’s too good to be true, it 

usually is. Online marketplaces are 
full of stolen and tampered vehicles.

To reduce the risk of becoming a vic-
tim of vehicle fraud, buyers should:

• Ask for the VIN and have it checked 
by your local police department, a me-
chanic or DVS inspection site.

• Run a vehicle history report and 
compare the vehicle’s price to market 
value.

• Take the vehicle to a trusted me-
chanic, if possible.

• Be wary of sellers who refuse to 
share a VIN, pressure you to act quick-

ly or demand cash.
• Watch for prices that are far below market value.
• Review seller profi les and reviews carefully.
• Make sure you receive a valid title or required pur-

chase paperwork.
For more information we shared on our “Safety 

Matters” blog: https://dps.mn.gov/news/msp/buyer-be-
ware-how-vehicle-fraud-happens

A portion of state statutes were used with permission from the O�  ce of the Revisor of 
Statutes. If you have any questions concerning tra�  c related laws or issues in Minnesota, 
send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol at 1000 Highway 10 
West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205. (You can follow him on “X” @MSPPIO_NW or reach 
him at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

How to ensure you 
don’t get fl eeced W

inter winds and summer storms always 
leave a mess of broken branches in the 
yard. The mess must be picked up before 
any lawnmowing can be done. Then the 

broken bits must be put “somewhere”.
Did you know those broken 

branches are a gardener’s gold? 
It’s called ramial wood. When the 
material is chipped or broken into 
small bits it makes the best mulch 
you can fi nd. Wood chips creat-
ed from small to medium- sized 
branches, up to about 3 inches in 
diameter have a high nutrient con-
tent. This material contains up to 
75% of the tree’s minerals, amino 
acids, proteins, phytohormones 
and enzymes, making it a power-
ful soil enhancer. This material is 
ideal for improving the soil.

As a soil builder, ramial wood 
chips help crate an airy, spongy 
soil that retains moisture, resists 

compaction and promotes microbial life. It’s ideal 
for permaculture, organic farming and ecological 
restoration.

Ramial wood chips can be created by collecting 

the branches of deciduous trees (pines have too 
high a resin content, so keep it to less than 10% of 
the mix). Avoid cedar because the material breaks 
down too slowly & will tie up nitrogen. Process the 
branches through a woodchipper and include as 
many leaves & small twigs as possible to increase 
nutrient value and microbial activity.

Add the material to the compost pile, spread a 
3–4-inch layer around trees & bushes or use it as a 
mulch in your garden beds.

Small, electric woodchippers are designed for 
processing this type of material and one can be 
purchased for under $150.

If you don’t want to invest in a chipper, much of 
this material is easily broken by hand into 2-4-inch 
bits or snipped to size with pruning shears. Simply 
toss the broken material under a nearby tree, bush 
or into a bed as you walk by. Job Done!

Information for this article has been primarily 
sourced from Maine Organic Farmers and Garden-
ers and Laval University’s BRF research.

Chisago County Master Gardeners is part of a collaboration between Chisago 
County and  The University of Minnesota Extension to deliver practical education 
and research you can use at home, at work and in your community. You can reach 
Chisago County Extension services  by email at mnext-chisago@umn.edu or by 
phone at 651-277-0151.

What to do with broken branches?

Minnco Credit Union is 
pleased to announce the promo-
tion of Andrew (Andy) Deans to 
Senior Vice President of Lending 
after a year of exceptional lead-
ership and growth within the 
credit union’s mortgage depart-
ment.

Andrew joined Minnco in May 
2024 to lead and revitalize the 
organization’s mortgage pro-
gram. In his fi rst year Minnco 
grew mortgage production from 
$1 million to $17 million. To sup-
port that growth, Andy expand-
ed the team by hiring two addi-
tional mortgage loan offi cers and 
a mortgage servicing specialist, 
building a strong foundation for 
continued success.

In his new role as SVP of Lend-
ing, Andrew will oversee the 
credit union’s consumer lending, 
collections, and the mortgage 
department.

Andrew brings more than 
25 years of credit union expe-

rience to the position. He is a 
graduate of the University of St. 
Thomas-St. Paul, MN, where he 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Financial Management. Prior 
to joining Minnco, he spent more 
than 20 years at Hiway Credit 
Union, serving in a variety of 
roles.

“I’m excited for my expanded 
role and using my experience to 
continue growing Minnco’s loan 
portfolio,” said Andrew.

Minnco leadership credits 
Andrew’s vision, team-build-
ing efforts, and deep industry 
expertise for the rapid growth 
and operational strength of the 
mortgage program.

“Andy’s results speak for them-
selves,” said Doug Hallstrom, 
President and CEO of Minnco 
Credit Union. “His ability to 
drive meaningful loan growth 
has made a signifi cant impact 
on our organization and our 
members. We’re confi dent under 

his leadership, our consumer 
lending division will thrive.” ~ 
Minnco

Minnco Credit Union promotes 
Andrew Deans to SVP of Lending

LINKEDIN

Andrew Deans Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Lending, Minnco

ly or demand cash.

Ask A 
Trooper

Jesse Grabow

Master
Gardener

Sue

Kirchner



6  ISANTI-CHISAGO COUNTY STAR CountyStar.com  MARCH 5, 2026CountyStar.com  MARCH 5, 2026
MILESTONESMILESTONESMILESTONES

OBITUARIES

Barbara J. Lorge
Barbara J. Lorge, age 82, of  Isanti passed away 

February 28, 2026 at Prairie Senior Cottages.
Barbara Jean was born August 6, 1943 in Seat-

tle, Washington to Sexton and Harriet (Neumann) 
Kraft. A year later the family moved to South Min-

neapolis where she grew 
up. On August 26, 1961 she 
married Gerald “Jerry” 
Lorge and they were to-
gether for 60 years. Besides 
being mom, she worked 
at Berman Buckskin and 
then at Source Printing in 
Minneapolis, retiring at 
age 55. She enjoyed sewing, 
quilting, knitting, crochet-
ing, traveling, working on 
puzzles, playing cards, gar-
dening and socializing. She 
was a strong person who 
did not complain. She was a 

great caregiver of  her husband and loved spending 
time with her family.

She will be lovingly remembered by her children, 
Barbie (Varyl) Raze, Jennie (Steve) Wall, Debbie 
Madline, Sandie (Tim) Hemsworth and Paul (Karie) 
Lorge; siblings, Duane Kraft, Joan (Larry) LeFavor, 
Joel Kraft, Cheryl Anderson, Joyce (Jon) Wilkins 
and Michelle Martin; brother-in-law, Jack Lorge; 18 
grandchildren, 30 great-grandchildren, one great-
great-grandchild on the way; and by other relatives 
and friends. Besides her parents she was preceded 
in death by her husband, Jerry; siblings, Barry 
Kraft, Robert Kraft and Deborah Lorge; and brother-
in-law, John Anderson; son-in-law, George Madline; 
and great-grandson, Joey Sanborn.

Memorial Mass 11 a.m. Thursday, March 12 at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church in Isanti. A 
time for visiting will be held one hour prior to the 
service at the church. Burial will be in Fort Snel-
ling National Cemetery. Online condolences can be 
placed at StrikeLifeTributes.com.

Barbara Jeanne Kruschel
Barbara Jeanne Kruschel, beloved wife, mother, 

grandmother, daughter, sister, and fi erce friend, 
passed away unexpectedly on Monday, February 23, 
2026. 

She was born to Frederick (Fritz) Kruschel and 
Donna (Petersen) Kruschel 
in St. Paul, Minnesota in 
June of  1951. She graduated 
from North St. Paul High 
school in 1969, and gradu-
ated college in 1973 with a 
degree in special education. 

She moved to Cambridge, 
Minnesota, in 1981 to work 
for the Cambridge State 
Hospital. During that time, 
she met, fell in love with, 
and married Harold Lind-
say in January of  1995. 

She was very excited to 
be able to retire with the 

Rule of  Ninety in 2011, and she spent the next 14 
years of  her life volunteering for the DFL, Pathways 
Food Shelf, Isanti County Library, the Shalom Shop, 
Meals on Wheels, The Friendship Cafe, and many 
other organizations. She gave completely and self-
lessly of  herself  whenever she could. 

She is survived by her loving husband Harold 
Lindsay, her daughter Mary Bulfer, her grandson 
Gabriel Bulfer (Ava Imholte), her parents Fritz and 
Donna Kruschel, her siblings Cindy Carlson (Doug) 
and Franz Kruschel, as well as many aunts, uncles, 
cousins, in-laws, and so many friends. 

In remembrance of  her, we ask that you do an act 
of  kindness for your neighbor, family, or friend in 
her honor. There will be a celebration of  life in her 
memory at a later date.

Dale Bradly Wagner
Dale Bradly Wagner, 76, passed away on February 

23, 2026, quietly at home surrounded by his family.
He was born in Bertha, Minnesota on January 30, 

1950, to Edward and Jeannine (Johnson) Wagner, 
the fi rst of  their three sons.

After graduating from the 
University of  Minnesota, 
he continued his educa-
tion at William Mitchell 
College of  Law in St. Paul. 
He was admitted to the 
bar in April, 1974. Most of  
his legal career was spent 
in Cambridge, Minnesota 
where he specialized in 
the areas of  real estate and 
estate planning.

On October 11, 1975 he 
married Tonia Weldele of  
Buffalo, Minnesota. They 
were blessed with three 

children: Amber Elizabeth, Levi Anthony and 
Frank Joseph. They made their home in Cambridge 
for 40 years.

In 2018 they moved to Big Lake, Minnesota where 
Dale spent a lot of  time fi nishing their new home on 
two plus acres. He was a talented wood worker and 
made bookcases and a fi replace mantel.

As an attorney, he was highly regarded. To his 
family and friends, he was held in high esteem. He 
was loved, and will be missed.

He is survived by his wife, Tonia; daughter Amber 
Loberg (Matthew) and their children: August, Ed-
ward and Adaline; sons Levi and wife, Melinda, and 
Frank and wife, Emma, and their son, Roger. Also 
survived by brothers Michael (Terri) Wagner and 
Randy Wagner. Dale was preceded in death by his 
stillborn daughter, Veronica Mary; parents Edward 
& Jeannine Wagner; sister-in-law Teresa Wagner; 
in-laws Jerome and Lucille Weldele; brother-in-law 
John Weldele and niece, Emma Handt.

Evening visitation will be held Sunday, March 1, 
2026 at The Peterson Chapel of  St. Michael – Albert-
ville, 300 Main Street North, from 3 – 7 p.m., with a 
prayer service beginning at 6 p.m. Rosary will be 
recited following the prayer service.

Mass of  Christian Burial will be held Monday, 
March 2, 2026 at 11 a.m. with visitation beginning 
one hour prior at the St. Michael Catholic Church, 
11300 Frankfort Pkwy NE, St. Michael, MN. In-
urnment to follow at St. Mark’s Cemetery in rural 
Buffalo.

Arrangements have been entrusted to The Pe-
terson Chapel of  St. Michael Albertville. Online 
condolences for the family may be directed to www.
thepetersonchapel.com

Earnest Grant Carlstrom
It is with a heavy heart that we announce the 

passing of  Earnest Grant Carlstrom, who left us on 
February 16, 2026, in Duluth, Minnesota at the age 
of  59. Born in King County, Washington, Earnest 
was adopted at the tender age of  four by Neva and 

Gordon Carlstrom, bring-
ing light to the lives of  his 
loving family, which also 
included his two-year-old 
sister.

Earnest lived all over 
Minnesota, Cambridge, 
Rush City, Hinckley, and 
St. Cloud,  with Minnesota 
holding a special place in 
his heart and wherever 
mom and dad were is where 
he considered home. He 
attended school in Cam-
bridge and earned his GED. 
A skilled welder by trade, 

Earnest was proud of  his work and passionate 
about life.

Being a member of  the Leech Lake Ojibwe, Ear-
nest found joy in his culture and loved to express 
himself  through drawing and writing. He had a 
special bond with nature, enjoying fi shing and was 
an avid football fan, both playing and watching. 
Known as a happy roamer and always on the hunt 
for something—often trouble—Earnest lived life to 
the fullest.

He was preceded in death by his father, Gordon 
Carlstrom; his sister, Paige; and his brother, Steven. 
He is survived by his devoted mother, Neva Carl-
strom, along with his sister, Vilee, and brother, Jim. 
Ernest’s family also includes four nephews—Kevin, 
Sky, Cory, and Christopher; two nieces, Jessica and 
Shianne; and eight great nieces and nephews—
Aven, Oliver, Lance, Mia, Bella, Hadley, Theodore, 
and Max, as well as numerous aunts, uncles, and 
relatives. A heartfelt thanks goes out to TJ for their 
support during this time.

Services for Earnest will be announced at a later 
date. He will be laid to rest at Clover Cemetery. Let’s 
come together to celebrate a life that was fi lled with 
adventure, laughter, and love.

Philip James Horn
Philip James Horn, age 80, passed away after com-

plications of  a stroke on February 24, 2026, at his 
home in Isanti, Minnesota.

Philip was born January 20, 1946, in San Diego, 
CA and grew up in a military family, living in many 

places in the western US 
with his parents Welton 
and Doris (Magure) Horn 
and brother Thomas. After 
graduating from high 
school in Unity, OR he 
joined the US Navy in July 
of  1966 and served until 
his honorable discharge in 
April of  1970. His service 
included time on the U.S.S. 
Kitty Hawk.

Philip moved to Minneso-
ta in 1970 to be closer to his 
family and later married 
Christy Lee Clementson of  

Pine City on September 10, 1977, and settled in Bra-
ham, MN. This was followed by the birth of  their 
two children: Kelsy (Joshua) Ham and Neil (Missy) 
Horn. In his career, Philip was a proud crane opera-
tor for the local 49ers Union.

He was always available to give a helping hand to 
his great family, friends, and neighbors no matter 
what the task. In his free time, Philip enjoyed hunt-
ing, fi shing, cooking, building birdhouses, projects 
and visiting in his shop. In 2024, Philip and Christy 
relocated to Isanti, Minnesota.

Phil is survived by his loving wife, brother, chil-
dren, grandchildren and many other family, rela-
tives, and friends

In keeping with Phil’s wishes, no services will be 
held. Arrangements are entrusted to the Hamilton 
Funeral Homes – Rock chapel in Braham. Condo-
lences may be posted at www.hamiltonfhs.com.

Student Achievement Lists
Noah Bussen of North Branch (Dean’s) from Nor-

mandale Community College
•

Hazelle Franke and Lyle Nelson, of Braham; Emma An-
dres, Cameron Noyes and Sean Williams, of Cambridge; 
and Sarah Wick, of Isanti (Dean’s) from St. Cloud Tech-
nical & Community College.

•
Lily Atkins, Alyson Moos and Oscar Pendergrass, of Cam-

bridge; Preston Moss, of Isanti; and Faith Bonngard, of 
North Branch (President’s) from St. Cloud Technical 
& Community College.

STUDENT NAMES IN THE NEWS

The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resourc-
es (BWSR) is awarding approximately $2.5 million 
in Water Quality and Storage Program grants to 
10 local governments for work that improves water 
quality and helps make landscapes more resilient 
to severe weather events in a changing climate.

Grant recipients include the Isanti County Soil 
and Water Conservation District.

The state is experiencing more frequent and in-
tense rainfall events, resulting in negative impacts 
to agricultural land and public infrastructure, 
signifi cant erosion along riverbanks, and declin-
ing water quality.

“Increasing water storage on Minnesota land-
scapes helps communities better prepare for 
fl ooding and the associated impacts to infrastruc-
ture and farming,” BWSR Executive Director John 
Jaschke said. “These projects are strategically 
located in areas of the state that are especially 
prone to erosion and fl ooding.” ~ BWSR

Isanti County recipient 
of Board of Water and 

Soil Resources grant

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
Search for: Isanti-Chisago County Star
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� C.Aap.J. -825 S Union Street-Mora, MN 55051- 320-679-1933 

CR.o& � -120 S Broadway Ave - PO Box 168 -Braham, MN 5500 6 - 320-396-2121 

ORTHODONTIST

Your Local 
Specialists 
Resource

Call-A-Specialist

ATTORNEYS

DENTISTS

ROOFING

VETERINARIANS

Cambridge • 763-689-4604
807 Main St. N

Mora • 320-679-4197
2004 Mahogany St.

Serving the 
Community 
for 40 years. 

Your comprehensive 
veterinary service.

www.ecv.vet

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!

EQUIPMENT

LAUNDRY

JOSLIN &  
MOORE

LAW OFFICES P.A.

Clark A. Joslin
221 NW 2nd Ave., Cambridge

763-689-4101

USED PARTS
 Tractors • Haybines • Balers

Combines • Choppers

LARSON IMP.
6 Miles East on Hwy. 95

Cambridge, MN
(763) 689-1179

Used Tires • New Tires
Tire Chains

26583 Forest Blvd. 
Wyoming, MN 55092
Office: 651-674-5158

Email: office@rjipro.com
www.rjipro.com

Roofing - Siding
Gutters - Windows

MN License # BC639197

Reliable wash + dry + fold service

Delivered right to your door in 24-48 hrs
FREE pickup + delivery

612-208-7205

Laundry Service

Cozy Clean Laundry LLC
Located in Isanti

Laundry Service

 CALL-A
SPECIALIST

Cambridge Winterfest creates warm feelings on cold day

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

The lack of snow prevented the sled dog rides from taking place, but it allowed for a more per-
sonal “meet and greet” with the canines.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

The relatively last-minute addition to Winterfest of kite 
fl ying proved to be very popular, with approximately 120 free 
kites being handed out.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

(Above photo) A young girl gives ice skating on the 
refrigerated rinks a try during Winterfest. (Right 
photo) Several fi re pits were set up to keep a person’s 
outside warm. Plus, free hot chocolate helped keep 
the insides warm.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

A young guy tries to roast marshmal-
lows for his s’mores while avoiding the 
smoke and heat of the fi re.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Meanwhile, this young girl enjoys the fruits of 
her marshmallow roasting e� orts.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Horse drawn wagon rides were a popular o� ering again this 
year.

CountyStar.com
Visit us online at

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR
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LIC #00291

LIC #00291

Full Menu with Daily Feat� es

Breakfast
Wed. - Fri. 7:30am - 11am
Sat. & Sun. 7:30am - 2pm

Bingo
Mon. & Wed. 6pm

Sat. 2pm 
(two coveralls)

Meat Raffle

Happy H� rs

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 
5:30pm

11am - 1pm • 3pm - 5pm 
10pm - 12am

Live Ent� tainment

Open Mic

Friday & Saturday  8pm
Check Facebook for dates & times

March 6th.. Artisan, 7th.. Wreckless, 
13th.. Whiskey strippers, 14th.. RPMN, 

20th.. Last Call, 21st.. Shirts & Skins, 
27th.. To The Core, 28th.. Jonah & Whales

First Sunday of the month Mon. & Wed. 6pm

RUM RIVER ISANTI VFW POST 2735
410 Railroad Ave South, Isanti, MN 55040

(763) 444-9787

Taco Tuesday • Fish Fry Fridays • Desserts
First Saturday of the Month - Prime Rib

Etabs Available!
Lottery & Pull Tab 

Booth!

Open to the public -
Bring your friends & enjoy great 
food, drinks & entertainment!

Wed. - Fri. 7:30am - 11am

(763) 444-9787

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

(763) 689-5054
1565 HIGHWAY 95 E • CAMBRIDGE
CAMBRIDGE.ABBEYCARPET.COM

LOCALLYOWNED&OPERATED

STORE HOURS:  Mon - Fri 9 - 6  •  Sat 10 - 3

CARPET • VINYL • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • AREA RUGS
TILE & STONE • COUNTER TOPS •WINDOWFASHIONS

is within city limits, since it 
involves a state highway and 
county road, the city doesn’t have 
any fi nancial obligations in the 
construction costs and therefore, 
technically wouldn’t have any say 
in the project. However, the city 
was allowed to join in the evalua-
tion and offer its preferences.

Anderson said the city had two 
main areas of emphasis for the 
project: pedestrian safety and 
reducing vehicle speeds, especially 
as commuters exited the city going 
westbound.

The city’s long-range plans are to 
connect GracePointe Crossing and 
the under-construction Cambridge 
Cove housing development north 
of Highway 95 with the commu-

nity college, City Park, and Kwik 
Trip south of Highway 95 with a 
walking/biking trail. Therefore, a 
roundabout was the option the city 
was hoping for.

“I appreciate the state’s process 
as they went through this,” Vogel 
said. “It was probably four to six 
separate meetings that gave city 
staff, the state, and the county 
the opportunity to communicate 
between the parties. Staff did state 
a preference to keep in mind pedes-
trian safety, especially considering 
the senior population at Grace-
Pointe and the housing develop-
ment to the north. We did express 
a desire to explore the roundabout, 
and to our pleasant surprise, that 
was the recommended option.”

ROUNDABOUT: Construction may 
be part of 2033 road repavement

FROM PAGE I

CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA PACKET

Five vie for open Isanti Council seat 
STAFF REPORT

NEWS@COUNTYSTAR.COM

Five Isanti residents are in the running 
to be appointed to fi ll the council seat 
vacated by Jeff Holmgren, barring anyone 
backing out ahead of the interviews.

The fi ve applicants, in the order they 
turned in their applications, are: Joshua 
Bosma, Sheryl Davidson, Erika Zdon, 
Mark Walsh Jr., and Brandon Boettcher.

Of those fi ve, Davidson is the only one 
to have attempted to be seated on the 
council, having run for mayor during the 
most recent special election. Davidson was 
eliminated from contention during the 
primary election.

Zdon unsuccessfully ran for election 
to the Cambridge-Isanti School Board in 
the 2010 election. Zdon is also currently 
serving on the Isanti Parks & Recreation 
Board. Additionally, she is an active mem-

ber of Isanti Together, the organization 
that ran Illuminate Isanti last December.

While not having a history of campaign-
ing for offi ce, Bosma was active in the 
recent Cambridge-Isanti Schools bond 
referendum vote, fi ling a fair campaign 
practices complaint against current Isanti 
Mayor Luke Merrill. That complaint was 
dismissed by an administrative law judge.

Boettcher is a fi refi ghter with the Isanti 
Fire District. He is also the department’s 
Rodeo Association Advertising Co-Chair.

No background information was found 
for Walsh.

The applicants will be interviewed in the 
order they turned in their applications by 
the council during the March 17 meeting. 
The council may choose who to appoint 
immediately following the interviews. 
Whoever is chosen will then be sworn in at 
the beginning of the April 7 meeting.

BILL STICKELS III | COUNTY STAR

Trendy beverage store opens in Isanti
Jakki Kay and Christi Patrick (with scissors) are joined by family and friends, plus representatives 
of North 65 Chamber of Commerce and the city of Isanti in commemorating the opening of Sota 
Girls, a dirty soda shop located at 108 Main Street East, Suite 300 in downtown Isanti.



Can you hear the moments that matter most?Can you hear the moments that matter most?

Open 5 days a week with quick and easy 
scheduling to see our Doctor of Audiology for 
hearing assessments, hearing aid fi ttings and 

services. Call us today to schedule! services. Call us today to schedule! 

Alana Kennedy, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

Jessica Creasy
Hearing Instrument Specialist

Lori Lindstrom
Patient Care Coordinator(763) 314-4832

Bluejacket wrestlers battle at state tournament 

JENNIFER OLLESTAD | COUNTY STAR

Bluejacket Brock Brown went 1-2 in the Class AAA 160 pound bracket at the state 
individual tournament.

JENNIFER OLLESTAD | COUNTY STAR

C-I’s Wyatt Wald medaled in the Class AAA tournament at 114 pounds, fi nishing in 
sixth place.

JENNIFER OLLESTAD | COUNTY STAR

Bluejacket Hannah Tilus-Tierney fi nished her high school wrestling career by going 1-2 at 170 pounds 
in the girls state tournament.

February 25
C-I girls basketball 27, Forest Lake 76 (Section 7AAAA 
quarterfi nals)
NB girls basketball 27, Rock Ridge 103 (Section 7AAA 
quarterfi nals)

February 26
NB boys basketball 81, Hermantown 85

February 27
C-I boys basketball 57, Andover 73

March 4
C-I boys basketball x, Blaine x (Section 7AAAA quar-
terfi nals) - Game played after this edition went to 
press. Check the Star’s website for fi nal score.
NB boys basketball x, Grand Rapids (Section 7AAA 
quarterfi nals) - Game played after this edition went 
to press. Check the Star’s website for fi nal score.

CAMBRIDGE-ISANTI, NORTH BRANCH SCOREBOARD: FEB. 25 - MARCH 4

SPORTSSPORTSSPORTSSPORTSSPORTSSPORTSAND OUTDOORS
MARCH 5, 2026 countystar.com  ISANTI-CHISAGO COUNTY STAR   9
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400 SW 3rd St., Braham, MN 55006
320-396-0440

Call today to schedule your tour

A History of 
Expertise & 
Innovation
Manufacturing Material 

Handling Equipment For The 
Grain, Feed and Fertilizer 

Industries Since 1957

491 N Emerson Cambridge, MN
 763-689-5991

sales@schlagel.com

When communities 
thrive, we all 

do better! 
Congratulations on 
being recognized 

as a leader at 
your school.

W W W.BANKEASY.COM
MEMBER FDIC

BIG
Y O U R

P I C T U R E
I S  O U R

FOCUS

Brady Huntley, a junior at CIHS, is actively 
involved in many aspects of Bluejacket 
life. He has competed for the Bluejackets 
in cross country, baseball, and wrestling. 
In wrestling, Brady represented the 
Bluejackets at the state tournament last 
year. O�  the � eld and mat, he serves 
as a LINK Crew Leader and is a proud 
member of the National Honor Society.  

After graduating in 2027, Brady plans to further his education at a 
college to be determined, where he will  make a positive di� erence 
wherever he lands.

Emma Bosma, a junior at CIHS, is a well-
rounded student who has distinguished 
herself both academically and athletically. 
She is actively involved in several school 
organizations, including Student Council, 
Link Crew, and the National Honor Society. 
In addition to her academic commitments, 
Emma is a dedicated member of both the 
Volleyball and Track teams. If you admired 

the painted windows during Homecoming or in December, you have 
Emma to thank—she was the creative force behind their planning 
and execution. After graduation, Emma plans to attend college, 
although she is still deciding where, and hopes to continue her 
volleyball career at the collegiate level.

CIHS:  Emma Bosma

Jade Beckham is a � rst grade student at 
the Art and Science Academy who was 
chosen as this month’s STAR Student.  Jade 
is a positive ray of light in our classroom.  
She comes to school ready to learn with 
a smile on her face.  She is a role model 
to others by showcasing kindness and a 
strong work ethic.  Jade is a trustworthy 
student who will always be there to help 

others and be a caring friend.  We are so proud of you Jade!

Grace Huth (Grade 1) is our nominee! 
Grace is a ray of sunshine in class and in 
school. From her work with the Kindness 
Cart, to her bubbly personality, she makes 
such a positive di� erence in our Sunrise 
family. Grace works so hard each day and 
has grown signi� cantly in her social and 
academic skills. We are all so proud of her!

Shelby is a determined Chisago County 
Schools’ Life Work Center (LWC) student 
currently focusing on building her 
independent living and employability 
skills. Shelby’s unique strengths and 
talents include being detail-oriented, 
completing tasks as expected, showing 
persistence, and possessing strong 
memory skills. Shelby is reliable and 

displays a positive attitude throughout the variety of tasks and work 
sites she is assigned. The LWC sta�  are proud to celebrate Shelby’s 
hard work and growth!

Joseph Machogu is a standout 5th-grade 
student at Art and Science Academy Middle 
School known for being exceptionally 
pleasant, honest, and respectful in 
everything he does. Joe truly makes our 
school a better place each day. Whether he 
is stopping to say a friendly “hello” during 
passing time or sharing a sense of humor 
that is always right on point, Joe’s presence 

absolutely helps to make the day better for everyone around him. 
Beyond his kindness, Joe is always respectful with his classmates 
and genuinely embodies the spirit of a STAR Student. His positive 
attitude and character make him an incredibly valued member of our 
school community and we are extremely proud of his achievement. 
Congratulations Joe!

Art and Science Academy: Jade Beckham

Sunrise River School: Grace Huth

Chisago Co. Schools’ Life Work Center: Shelby

Art and Science Academy: Joseph Machogu

displays a positive attitude throughout the variety of tasks and work 

CIHS: Brady Huntley

Student Achievers

SERVICE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 7AM TO 6PM
Hwy 65 Just South Of Hwy 95, 
700 S Garfield St. Cambridge

763-689-7600 www.cambridge-motors.com

GET A DEAL WITH TRACTION
Now through April 30, 2026, 

when you buy 3 select tires, you’ll 

GET THE 4TH FOR $1

We understand that choosing the right 
assisted living community is a signif-
icant decision. At Northern Pines, we 
offer an inviting, friendly, and caring 
environment designed to encourage 

and empower our residents.

Compassionate Assisted Living in 
Pine City, MN

Safe, secure, and fi lled with kindness. Peace of mind for you, giving your 
loved ones the grace and respect they deserve.

A Safe Haven for Your Loved Ones

• Licensed & Experienced Care Team
• Secured Building with 24/7 Monitoring
• Specialized Memory Care & Individualized Support
• Transparent Pricing & Clear Communication

Contact Us: 320-629-7272

1305 8th St SW, Pine City, MN 55063 • northernpinesassisted.com

Like to fly? 
Interested in Aviation?

Check out the
Minnesota Flyer

(218) 485-4406
mnflyer.com

Subscribe
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The Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign brings together 
organizations, businesses, faith communities, and individuals 
to help keep 300 food shelves statewide stocked throughout 
the year. Minnesota FoodShare has distributed over $18.6 the year. Minnesota FoodShare has distributed over $18.6 
million to the March Campaign participating food shelves million to the March Campaign participating food shelves 
via the Minnesota FoodShare FoodFund. 100% of donations via the Minnesota FoodShare FoodFund. 100% of donations 
received by Minnesota Foodshare during the March Campaign 
go into the FoodFund.
Drop off  your donations at a Family Pathways Food Shelf near you. Go to www.familypathways.org to see food shelf locations and hours.

Most Wanted Food Items in March:

received by Minnesota Foodshare during the March Campaign received by Minnesota Foodshare during the March Campaign 

• Fresh, frozen or canned 
fruit & vegetables

• Cereal

• Whole grain pasta & rice

• Baking & cooking items
vegetable oil, fl our, 
sugar, spices

• Canned meats; tuna, 
chicken, salmon

• Hearty soups

• Peanut butter

• Personal hygiene & 
household  cleaning products

Cambridge - (763) 552-3663

Chisago City - (651) 257-1308

Forest Lake - (651) 464-2098

Frederic - (715) 327-4425

North Branch - (651) 674-8313

Onamia - (320) 532-7665

Pine City - (320) 629-0128

St. Croix Falls - (715) 483-2920

Sandstone - (320) 245-2485

Want to give fi nancially? $10 
feeds a family of 4 for one week! 

Scan the QR code to donate!

763-587-8107
www.acjconstructionllc.com

Landscaping • Snow Removal
Property Maintenance

Now scheduling for 
the 2026 season!
Mention this ad for 10% OFF 538 S MAIN ST, SUITE 130

CAMBRIDGE

763-552-1616
OFFICE@MYCAMBRIDGEDENTIST.COM

WWW.MYCAMBRIDGEDENTIST.COM

Melissa J. Pierson D.D.S.
Adon E. Crook D.D.S.

When it comes to heating and air 
conditioning systems, we’re your solution.

815 Main St. S., Pine City

Call Us Today!
320-629-3531

dalesheatingandappliance.com

Est. 2002

Like us on:

Call Dean’s today to 
schedule an appointment

DeansHeatingandAC.com

schedule an appointment

DeansHeatingandAC.com
763-444-3517

ANDERSONANDERSON 
& KOCH& KOCH

North Branch, MN 
651-674-4465

North on Fairfield 
Avenue, 

Rush City, MN
320-358-3828

We feature a Touch-free wash,
Celebrating 41 Years in Business!

Rush City

Car/Truck Wash
"VOTED BEST CAR WASH 

IN OUR AREA"

Call for discount offers.

We are featuring a Touch-free wash
Est. in 1976

We encourage food donors to give the most nutritious items whenever possible to ensure we are contributing 
to the good health of our communities. Please use the list as a guide to determine what to bring to your 
organization’s Food & Fund Drive and share it with other food drive participants.

For every $1 donated Family Pathways 
is able to purchase $9 worth of food!

M
ake Your Gift Today

March 1st - April 6th

ISANTI COUNTY COURT REPORT

CHISAGO COUNTY COURT REPORT

The following felony charges were fi led 
in Isanti County Court on Feb. 8 - 28. 
All individuals are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty.

Timothy Charles Richter (DOB 
03/05/1984) of Isanti, was charged Feb. 
9 with one count of Child torture - Torture 
of a child; one count of Assault-2nd 
Degree-Dangerous Weapon; one count 
of Endanger Child-Situation Could Cause 
Harm or Death-Results Sub Harm Physi-
cal/Emot Health-F; one count of Endan-
germent of Child by Firearm Access-Re-
sults Sub Harm Physical/Emot Health-F; 
one count of Malicious Punishment of a 
Child-Substantial Bodily Harm; one count 
of Threats of Violence -Reckless Disregard 

Risk; and one count of Domestic Assault - 
By Strangulation.

Brian Tyler Nelson (DOB 04/05/1997) 
of Braham, was charged Feb. 17 with 
one count of Attempted Burglary-1st 
Deg-Dwelling-Occupied-Non-Accomplice 
Present; and one count of Assault - 4th 
Degree - Peace O�  cer - Throws/transfers 
bodily fl uids onto o�  cer.

Taylor Leroy Elgin (DOB 12/24/1991) of 
Princeton, was charged Feb. 17 with one 
count of Burglary - 3rd Degree - Enters w/
out consent with intent to Steal/Commit 
Felony or Gross Misdemeanor; and one 
count of Possession of Burglary or Theft 
Tools.

Nichole Jo Mills (DOB 07/31/1989) of 
Princeton, was charged Feb. 17 with Bur-

glary - 3rd Degree - Enters w/out consent 
with intent to Steal/Commit Felony or 
Gross Misdemeanor.

John Robert Plummer (DOB 10/27/2006) 
of Stanchfi eld, was charged Feb. 24 with 
Damage to Property - 1st Degree - Value 
Reduced Over $1000.

Tanner James Porter (DOB 03/16/2000) 
of Isanti, was charged Feb. 24 with one 
count of Assault-2nd Degree-Dangerous 
Weapon; two counts of Domestic Assault; 
and one count of False Imprisonment-In-
tentional Restraint.

Travis Joseph Amiot (DOB 06/12/1981) of 
Isanti, was charged Feb. 26 with Stalking 
- Pattern of Stalking Conduct.

The following felony charges were fi led 
in Chisago County Court on Feb. 8 - 28. 
All individuals are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty.

Allen Craig Mattson (DOB 03/27/1979) 
of Minneapolis, was charged Feb. 10 with 
Carry/Possess Pistol w/out Permit - Pub-
lic Place - Gross Misdemeanor; Second or 
Subsequent.

Ann Marie Branville (DOB 07/22/1968) 
of Chisago City, was charged Feb. 11 with 
Predatory O� ender - Fails to Mail Verifi -
cation Form w/ 10 Days or Report During 
Month of Birth.

Tommy Bao Hong Vo (DOB 06/28/1988) 
of St. Paul, was charged Feb. 11 with 
Theft-Leased or Rented Personal Proper-
ty-Does Not Return Property.

Richard Keith Korsgarden (DOB 
01/03/1961) of North Branch, was 
charged Feb. 13 with Drugs - 5th Degree - 
Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia 
residual - Not cannabis/hemp.

Ti� any Kay Rubink (DOB 05/05/1984) of 

North Branch, was charged Feb. 13 with 
Domestic Assault.

Roger Allen Blahowski (DOB 
04/07/1957) of Harris, was charged Feb. 
17 with Drugs - 3rd Degree - Possess 10 
grams or more a narcotic drug other than 
heroin or fentanyl.

Shaun Michael Lindus (DOB 03/17/1981) 
of Grantsburg, WI, was charged Feb. 20 
with Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Sched-
ule 1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia residual - Not 
cannabis/hemp.

Robert Millhouse Wilson, Jr. (DOB 
12/02/1988) of Saint Anthony, was 
charged Feb. 20 with Receiving Stolen 
Property.

Derek Cli� ord Randolph (DOB 
01/08/1981) of North Branch, was 
charged Feb. 23 with Drugs - 5th Degree - 
Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia 
residual - Not cannabis/hemp.

Domonic Lee Feltis (DOB 06/21/1976) 
of Brooklyn Center, was charged Feb. 23 
with Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Sched-
ule 1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia residual - Not 

cannabis/hemp.
Andrew James-Eddy Bruss (DOB 

01/01/1992) of Shafer, was charged Feb. 
25 with one count of Receiving Stolen 
Property; and one count of Dangerous 
Weapon Firearm Prior Violent Crime 
Possess Ammo/Any Firearm - Conviction 
or Adjudicate.

Matthew Alan Norman (DOB 
10/02/1970) of North Branch, was 
charged Feb. 27 with one count of 
Possess Ammo/Any Firearm - Conviction 
or Adjudicated Delinquent for Crime of 
Violence; and one count of Drugs - 3rd 
Degree - Possess 10 grams or more a nar-
cotic drug other than heroin or fentanyl.

Daniel Joseph Kessel (DOB 12/20/1992) 
of North Branch, was charged Feb. 27 
with Predatory O� ender - Fails to Mail 
Verifi cation Form w/ 10 Days or Report 
During Month of Birth.

Robert Joseph Troy (DOB 09/14/1981) 
of Northome, was charged Feb. 27 with 
Drugs - 2nd Degree - Possess 25 grams or 
more cocaine or methamphetamine.
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Baptist

First Baptist Church  
304 S. Main St., Cambridge, 
763-689-1173. Call the church office or 
visit our website for current service 
times and programs. 
firstbaptistcambridge.org

North Isanti Baptist Church
Lead Pastor: Travis Blake 
2248 313th Ave. NE, Cambridge, MN 
55008. www.nibchurch.com
Email: nibchurch@msn.com 
763-689-3576. 
8:30am Worship Service (traditional 
style) 
10:45am Worship Service (contempo-
rary style) 

Sunrise Bible Church
41300 Second St., North
Branch, Pastor David Stertz. Sunday 
school for all ages
9:30am, Sunday morning Worship 
10:30am, Sunday evening 6pm, Wed. 
Kids 4 Truth & Bible studies for all 
ages 6:30pm. More info at
sunrisebiblechurch.org 
or 651-674-4107.

Catholic

Christ the King
305 Fern Street N
Cambridge, MN 55008
763-689-1221
Friday 8:30am
Saturday 4pm
email brigitte@isantiacc.org   
Website: isantiacc.org

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
207 Whiskey Rd NW, Isanti, MN. 
763-444-4035 
Email: brigitte@isantiacc.org
Mass: Tues. & Wed. 8:30am. 
Sun. 8:30am.  
isantiaac.org

Evangelical Covenant

Karmel Covenant Church
5799 County Road 6, Princeton MN
763-389-3169
Lead Pastor:  Jason Hovis
Pastor of Youth:  Kohl Hanson

Sunday School for All Ages (school 
year only): 9-10 a.m.
Sunday Worship (in person & online): 
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Programming (school year 
only): 
Family meal at 5:30 p.m. with
AWANA and Youth Group from 
6:30-8 p.m.

Evangelical Free

Dale Evangelical Free Church
45268 Brunswick Rd, 
Harris, MN 763-689-5817 
Pastor/Teacher Dr. Harvey Martin. 
Sunday School – all ages 9am. 
Sunday Service 10:25am.  
www.daleefc.com

Kost Evangelical Free Church
37405 Kost Trail, North Branch, MN – 
Jct. of CR 11 & CR 72
651-583-3281  • Kostchurch.org
Pastor Josh Jensen
Sunday worship service 9:30 am fol-
lowed by fellowship & Sunday School
Youth group Wednesdays 7 pm
Respawn Gaming Ministry for teen 
boys – 2 Fridays per month. 

Oxlip Evangelical Free Church
29237 Roanoke St NW, Isanti 
(1 mile West of Cty 5 and Hwy 47)
763-444-5134 oxlip.org
9am Worship Service
10:45am Christian Education
Awana children’s ministry Wednesdays 
6 to 7:30pm

Wyanett Evangelical Free Church
12 Miles West of Cambridge on Hwy 95
 www.wyanettevangelicalfree.org
Pastor Bruce Talso  763-221-4469
Sunday School  9:30 am   
Morning Worship  10:30 am
Mondays - Women’s Evening Bible 
Study  6:00 pm 
Tuesdays - Men’s Bible Study  5:00 pm
Wednesdays  - Midweek Bible Study/
Prayer 2:00 pm
Thursdays - Women’s Morning Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m. at Heart Matters 
Ministry, 403 1st St. Princeton
A LOVING CHURCH PROCLAIMING A 
LIVING MESSAGE!

Lutheran

Braham Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
Dr. Suzanne Begin, Minister
905 Central Drive West
320-396-2755
www.brahamlutheran.org
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
In-person & Live on Facebook
9:00 - 9:45 Sunday School
Children may join worship service
or be picked up by an adult
All Are Welcome! 

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Of Rush Point (ELCA)
Pastor Vicki Vandervegt. 
320-358-4829, 600 Rush Point Dr.
10:30am Worship with Fellowship fol-
lowing 
my.calvaryofrushpoint.org. 
Office: calvaryrushpoint@gmail.com 

Cambridge Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
621 Old North Main Street, Cambridge 
763-689-1211
Traditional service: 8:30 a.m. 
Contemp service: 9:15 & 10:30 a.m. 
KidZone 9:15 & 10:30 a.m. 
www.cambridgelutheran.org 
Facebook: fb.com/Cambridgelutheran
YouTube: tinyurLcom/Cambridgelutheran

Christ Ev. Lutheran Church (WELS)
32962 Vickers St. NE, Cambridge, 763-
689-5333
Pastor Samuel L. Biebert. 
Sunday Worship 9am, Sunday School/
Bible Class 10:30am
www.christcambridge.com 

First Lutheran Church (ELCA)
43779 Gates Ave., Harris. 
651-674-4498. Handicapped accessi-
ble.
Pastor Vicki VanderVegt
Sunday Worship 9:20am
Coffee & fellowship following service
Email: firstlutheran@q.com
www.firstlutheranharris.org

Joy Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
33525 Jefferson Street NE, Cambridge
763-689-4355
www.joylutheran.net
Pastor James Ritter
8:30 a.m. Traditional Service
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service

Living Branch Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
6486 Elm St (PO Box 335), 
North Branch
651-674-5576
Pastor Glen Kleppe
Sunday Worship 10am
Sunday School 9am
Sunday Adult Bible Study 9am
LENT SERVICES TUESDAYS @ 7PM
www.livingbranch.org
email: office@livingbranch.org

Long Lake Lutheran Church (ELCA)
3921 277th Ave NW Isanti, MN 55040 
763-444-5315
Pastor Sue Olson & 
Pastor Rebecca Holland
All Are Welcome!
Sundays
9 am Worship & 10 am Sunday School
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd Sundays
Wednesdays 6 pm Confirmation 

Salem Lutheran Church
4638 381st Ave. NW, Dalbo, MN 55017. 
763-689-1687
Join us for worship every Sunday at 
10:30
Sunday School 11:00 resuming in the 
Fall
Co© ee fellowship after worship 
www.salemlutherandalbo.com

Spring Lake  Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
8440 Erickson Road, PO Box 958, 
North Branch, MN 55056 (9 mi. E. of 
Cambridge on Hwy. 95, North one 
block on Erickson Road). 
651-674-4606. 
Pastor Vicki VanderVegt.sllchurch.org 
Email: sll.church@gmail.com
8:15am Worship with fellowship fol-
lowing

St. John Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
28168 Jodrell St. NE, North Branch 
Located 6 mi. E. of Isanti on Co. Rd. 5; 
(or 7 mi. W. of North Branch on Co. Rd. 
5); then 1-1/2 mi. S. on Co. Rd. 12. 763-
444-5988, Paul Anderson, Pastor; 
Sunday 9am Worship;
10:20am Adult Bible Study; 
Thursday 6:30pm Bible study. 
Email: stjohnlutheran@att.net

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
980 West 4th Street, Rush City  
320-358-3623
Sunday 8:45am Worship
Monday 10am Longer Look Bible Study 
stjohnsrushcity.org

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
400 SE 8th St., (Isanti #4 E.), Braham
320-396-3103 
9 :15 am Sunday School & Adult Bible 
Study. 
8am Worship.
ststephensbraham.org

Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA)
38460 Lincoln Trail, North Branch
651-674-7047   Pastor Paul Cannon
In person and online worship
8 & 10 am Worship
9 am Coffee Hour
9 am Sunday School
www.trinitynorthbranch.org
office@trinitynorthbranch.org

Methodist

Common Ground - A United 
Methodist Community  
404 Cypress St. North, Cambridge. 
763-689-2071.
Pastors Amelia & Andrew Buschena. 
Sunday 9:30am Worship.
Livestream of services and more info 
at commongroundumc.org. 
Everyone Counts!

Non-Denominational

Grace Gospel Church 
37126 MN-65, Stanchfield, MN 55080
763-308-5618
Coffee fellowship: 9:45am
Service: 10:00am
Pastor: Tim Miller
www.gracegospelmn.org
info@gracegospelchurchmn.com
Located just north of Grandy on 65, 
across from East Central Diesel, with 
three large crosses near the road.
We look forward to having you!

Journey of Faith
Bible based worship. 
651-600-9878. 
faiththroughaction777@gmail.com
Sunday fellowship 9am
Worship & Youth Ministry 10am 
Come as you are. All welcome. 
Junction Bowl. 123 Cajima Street, NE, 
Isanti. Refreshments served.

JustPassinthru IHS Ministries
Becoming Agape – Allowing the Holy 
Spirit to
transform lives 
763-228-0883
Meeting at Crossroads Commons 
1001 1st Ave. E., Suite 100, Cambridge 
MN 
justpassinihs@gmail.com
Justpassinthru.net
Pastor Tom Bakke
Sunday mornings at 10 am
Sunday nights and Wednesdays

Pentecostal

The Journey New Life Church
601 Heritage Blvd NE, Isanti 
Pastor David L. Willis. 
Sunday 10am Worship & 
the Word & Kids’ Church. 
Sunday 6pm Family Worship. 
Wednesday 7pm Family Breakout 
Classes. 
763-689-4471
Thejourneynlc.org

763-689-3360763-689-3360763-444-8873

Hwy. 65 N, Isanti, MN
www.MinnesotaEquipment.com

Specialists In Auto Collision Repair

Since
1978

1-320-358-4211
875 So. Bremer Ave., Rush City

LLC

W O R S H I Pguideguide

To Advertise in this Spot, 
Contact:

Kellie Champion
Classi� ed Ad Consultant

651-407-1237
Email: sales@countystar.com

This directory is paid for and made possible by the participating 
churches listed. Proud to sponsor and salute our local churches

PEOPLES

Cafe

Downtown Cambridge
118 S. Main St. • 763-689-3198

Hours: Monday-Sunday 6:00am - 2:00pm

Also serving our 
regular menu.

Choice of potato, soup, salad or 
coleslaw & a roll

All-You-Can-Eat

FISH FRY
$$13130000

Fridays 11am-Close
During Lent

LIC #00291

3-piece beer-battered 
or broiled Atlantic Cod served 
with your choice of potato or 

hush puppies & coleslaw
Follow us on Facebook 
for daily specials and 
event updates

BingoBingo
Mon. & Wed  •  6pm

Progressive # cover all

Saturday  •  2pm - NEW
 bingo program with guaranteed payouts

E-tabs now available!

Meat Raffle
Mon., Wed. & Fri. at 5:30pm

Sat. 1:30pm

Lottery & Pull Tab Booth!

RUM RIVER 
ISANTI VFW 
POST 2735

(763) 444-9787  •  isantivfw.com
410 Railroad Ave South, Isanti, MN 55040410 Railroad Ave South, Isanti, MN 55040

Friday Fish FryFriday Fish Fry

LentDinin
OUT FOR

Lent Begins  March 5,  
& Ends on April 5g
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PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES
FORECLOSURES

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF

THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY

LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: 
That Default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: August 
1, 2022

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $279,837.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Chris Yaritz 
and Sharon Newsom, spouses 
married to each other, joint tenants

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as nominee for CrossCountry 
Mortgage, LLC

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
August 3, 2022 as DOCUMENT: 
A518039 in the Office of the 
County Recorder in Isanti County, 
Minnesota.

The mortgage was assigned for 
value as follows:

Assignee: Planet Home Lending, 
LLC

Assignment dated: September 
29, 2025

Assignment recorded: September 
30, 2025

Assignment recording information: 
DOCUMENT: A540107

All in the records of the 
County Recorder in Isanti County, 
Minnesota.

TAX PARCEL I.D. NO.: 
16.089.0130

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 3, Block 2, Isanti 
Hills 4th Addition, Isanti County, 
Minnesota

Abstract Property
STREET ADDRESS OF 

PROPERTY: 516 Cottonwood St 
SW, Isanti, MN 55040

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Isanti

LENDER OR BROKER AND 
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR: 
CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC

RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 
SERVICER: Planet Home Lending, 
LLC

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE: 
$298,098.63 AS OF 1/16/2026.

THAT no action or proceeding 
has been instituted at law to recover 
the debt secured by said mortgage, 
or any part thereof; that there has 
been compliance with all pre-
foreclosure notice and acceleration 
requirements of said mortgage, and/
or applicable statutes. Pursuant 
to the power of sale contained in 
said Mortgage, the Mortgage will 
be foreclosed, and the mortgaged 
premises will be sold by the Sheriff 
of Isanti County, Minnesota at public 
auction as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April 
2, 2026 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Isanti 
County Sheriff’s Office, 2440 S 
Main St, Cambridge, MN 55008 
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs and 
disbursements allowed by law. The 
time allowed by law for redemption 
by said Mortgagor(s) or Mortgagor’s 
personal representatives or assigns 
is six (6) months.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: If the mortgage is not 
reinstated under Minn. Stat. §580.30 
or redeemed under Minn. Stat. 
§580.23, the mortgagor must vacate 
the mortgaged property by 11:59 
P.M. on October 2, 2026, or the next 
business day if October 2, 2026 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: NONE

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS THAT MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

Publication to begin the week of: 
02/05/2026

Planet Home Lending, LLC, 
Mortgagee/Mortgagee Assignee

The Sayer Law Group, P.C., Brian 
G. Sayer, Attorney for Mortgagee/
Mortgagee Assignee

925 E. 4th St., Waterloo, IA 50703
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 

FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on February 5, 12, 

19, 26; March 5, 12, 2026
_____________________________

PUBLIC NOTICE NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 

SALE 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 

OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY 
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION. NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN: That default has occurred 
in the conditions of the following 
described mortgage: DATE OF 
MORTGAGE:  November 24, 2021 
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $325,000.00  
MORTGAGOR(S): David Cullen, 
a single person MORTGAGEE: 
Wells Fargo Bank N.A. SERVICER: 
Rocket Mortgage, LLC s/b/m to 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC. LENDER: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.  DATE AND 
PLACE OF FILING: Isanti County 
Minnesota, Recorder on November 
29, 2021, as Document No. A511087.   
ASSIGNED TO: Rocket Mortgage, 
LLC s/b/m to Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC by an Assignment of Mortgage 
dated 10/17/2025 and recorded 
on 10/20/2025 as Document No. 
A540511.LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: Lot 1, Block 1, River 
Heights Third Addition, except all 
that part lying North of a line drawn 
parallel with and 40 feet South of 
the North line of said Lot 1, Block 
1, River Heights Third Addition 
(said 40 feet shall be measured 
at right angles to the North line 
of Lot 1, Block 1), Isanti County, 
Minnesota.  PROPERTY ADDRESS:   
940 6th Ave NW, Cambridge, MN 
55008 PROPERTY I.D: 15.078.0010 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Isanti THE AMOUNT 
CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON THE 
MORTGAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: Three Hundred Eight 
Thousand Eight Hundred and 84/100 
($308,800.84) THAT no action or 
proceeding has been instituted at 
law to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof; 
that there has been compliance 
with all pre-foreclosure  notice 
and acceleration requirements of 
said mortgage, and/or applicable 
statutes; PURSUANT, to the power 
of sale contained in said mortgage, 
the above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows: DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
10:00AM on April 13, 2026 PLACE 
OF SALE: Isanti County Sheriff`s 
Office, 2440 Main Street South, 
Cambridge MN 55008 to pay the 
debt then secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if any actually paid by the 
mortgagee, on the premises and the 
costs and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is 6.00 months from the date 
of sale.  If Mortgage is not reinstated 
under Minn. Stat. Section580.30 
or the property is not redeemed 
under Minn. Stat. Section580.23, 
the Mortgagor must vacate the 
property on or before 11:59 p.m. 
on October 13, 2026, or the next 
business day if October 13, 2026 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal 
holiday. “THE TIME ALLOWED 
BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.” 
MORTGAGORS RELEASED FROM 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None Dated: 
February 26, 2026 Rocket 
Mortgage, LLC s/b/m to Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC  Randall S. Miller 
And Associates, PLLC Attorneys for 
Assignee of Mortgage/Mortgagee 
Edinburgh Executive Office Center, 
8525 Edinbrook Crossing North 

Suite #210 Brooklyn Park, MN 
55443 Phone: 612-223-6873 Our 
File No. 25MN00257-1  A-4866202 
02/26/2026, 03/05/2026, 03/12/2026, 
03/19/2026, 03/26/2026, 04/02/2026

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on February 26; 

March 5,12,19, 26; April 2, 2026

NOTICES
CITY OF NORTH BRANCH

CHISAGO COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
2026 PAVEMENT IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT
GENERAL NOTICE

The City of North Branch (Owner) 
is requesting Bids for the construction 
of 2026 Pavement Improvement 
Project. Bids for the construction 
of the Project will be received 
online through QuestCDN vBid™ 
until Thursday, March 19, 2026 at 
10:00 am local time. Immediately 
following expiration of the time for 
receiving bids, representatives 
of the City of North Branch will 
publicly view Bids at an online Bid 
opening meeting. Those interested 
in viewing the online Bid opening 
are welcome to join the meeting 
by logging on to https://zoom.us/
join or calling 1.646.931.3860 and 
entering Meeting ID 996 9326 0024 
and Passcode 121129. The as-read 
online Bid results will be available 
at www.questcdn.com following the 
Bid opening.

The Project includes the furnishing 
of all labor and materials for the 
construction complete in-place, of 
the following approximate quantities:

3,100 S Y Full Depth 
Reclamation

18,200 S Y Mill Bituminous 
Surface (0.5”)

400 L F Concrete Curb and 
Gutter

1,800 TON Type SP 9.5 
Wearing Course Mix (2,C)

450 TON Type SP 9.5 Non 
Wear Course Mix (2,C)

5,200 L F 4” Pavement Striping 
Paint

80 L F 18” RCP Storm 
Sewer

The provisions of MINN. STAT. 
16C.285 Responsible Contractor are 
imposed as a requirement of this 
contract. All bidders and persons or 
companies providing a response/
submission to the Advertisement for 
Bids of the City of North Branch 
shall comply with the provisions of 
the statute.

Information and Bidding 
Documents for the Project can be 
found at www.questcdn.com. Bidding 
Documents may be downloaded 
from the website for a nonrefundable 
fee of $55 by inputting Quest project 
#10065099 on the website’s Project 
Search page.

The website will be updated 
periodically with addenda, lists of 
registered plan holders, reports, 
and other information relevant to 
submitting a Bid for the Project. 
All official notifications, addenda, 
and other Bidding Documents will 
be offered only through the website 
www.questcdn.com. Neither Owner 
nor Engineer will be responsible 
for Bidding Documents, including 
addenda, if any, obtained from other 
sources.

Bids will only be accepted via the 
electronic bidding service through 
QuestCDN.

The City Council reserves the 
right to reject any and all Bids 
and to waive any Bids received 
without explanation. No Bid may be 
withdrawn for a period of 60 days.

For all further requirements 
regarding Bid submittal, 
qualifications, procedures, 
and contract award, refer to the 
Instructions to Bidders that are 
included in the Bidding Documents.

DATED: February 16, 2026 
BY THE ORDER OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL

s/s Matthew Hill
City Administrator
City of North Branch
PUBLISHED IN: Isanti – 

Chisago County Star February 26, 
2026 and March 5, 2026

Finance and Commerce 
February 26, 2026 and March 5, 
2026

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on February 26; 

March 5, 2026
_____________________________

ANNUAL BOARD OF AUDIT 
MEETING

North Branch Township will have 
the Annual Board of Audit Meeting 
to review the 2025 financials of said 
township on March 5, 2026 at 6:30 
p.m. at the North Branch Township 
Hall located at 29113 St, North 
Branch, MN 55056.

 Shawn Williams
North Branch Township Clerk
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 

County STAR on February 26; 
March 5, 2026

_____________________________
ANNUAL MEETING AND 

ELECTION
The Annual Meeting and Election 

for North Branch Township will be 
held on Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 
the North Branch Town Hall 29113 
Notre Dame St Ne at about 8:30 p.m. 
to conduct all necessary business 
by law. The voting polls will be open 
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. to elect 1 
supervisor for a 3 year term. In case 
of inclement weather the meeting 
and election will be postponed until 
the 3rd Tuesday in March.

 Shawn Williams
North Branch Township Clerk
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 

County STAR on February 26; 
March 5, 2026

_____________________________
REQUEST FOR QUOTES

1. Public Notice: Request for 
Road Gravel and Crushed Lime 
Rock Gravel Quotes

North Branch Township is 
accepting quotes for road gravel & 
crushed lime rock gravel until March 
5, 2026, at 4:00 p.m.

Quotes must be submitted in 
a sealed envelope labeled “2026 
Road Gravel Quote” mailed to 
P.O. Box 872, North Branch, MN 
55056, or emailed to shawnw@twp.
northbranch.mn.us. Submissions 
must include current certificates of 
liability and workers’ compensation 
insurance if they are not already on 
file with the Township.

Quotes will be reviewed during 
the North Branch Township regular 
meeting on March 5, 2026, starting 
at 7:00 p.m.

Specifications:
The quote is for approximately 

6,000 tons of modified Class 5 
aggregate (Specification 3138.2-3, 
MnDOT Standard Specifications for 
Construction-2025). Modifications 
include:

- #4 sieve: 50-70%
- #200 sieve: 8-11%
- No recycled material allowed.
Gravel Delivery and Logistics:
- Material must be delivered using 

belly dump trucks.
- A minimum of 4 trucks or 600 

tons which ever is greater per day 
must be hauled to various roads 
within North Branch Township.

- Road locations are available on 
the Township website.

- Proposed roads are subject to 
change at the discretion of the Town 
Board.

Lime Rock Gravel Delivery and 
Logistics:

-2,000 tons more or less of 1 inch 
minus crushed lime rock from the 
Bryan Rock Bayport Quarry, located 
at 2938 Quant Ave, Stillwater, MN, 
material to be belly dump spread 
on said township roads, minimum 
delivery 600/ton/day, scale tickets to 
be provided at the end of each day.

Requirements:
- Quotes must be provided per 

ton.
- Gravel is to be delivered by mid-

June 2026, unless otherwise agreed 
upon with the Town Board.

- Scale tickets for each load (in 
U.S. Tons) must be provided at the 
end of each hauling day.

- Trucks may be subject to 
random weighing.

- The Township will collect a 
gravel sample from the pit for testing 
prior to the start of the project.

- The supplier must provide two 
gravel sample test gradations to the 
Township.

Payment:
Payments will be made monthly at 

each Town Board meeting. Invoices 
must be mailed to the Clerk one 
week prior to the meeting.

North Branch Township reserves 
the right to reject any and all quotes 
if it is in the best interest of the 
Township.

2. Bids for Chloride Application for 
Gravel Roads

North Branch Township is 
accepting a joint bid for itself, the 
Township of Sunrise, and the City 
of North Branch. Approximately 
160,000 gallons more or less of 38% 
Calcium Chloride are to be applied 
said agencies gravel roads at rates 
of .15 to .30 gallons/sq. yd. at a width 
of 18 ft.With up to two applications, 
the first in June, and the second 
application if needed, in August/
September 2026. If an alternate 
gravel road dust stabilizer is quoted, 
it must be in a separate sealed 
envelope clearly labeled “Alternate.”

Product must be applied by June 
15, 2026, unless specified otherwise 

by the Supervisor of one of the joint 
bid entities in this bid. The minimum 
quantity applied per day is 15 
lineal miles. The supplier will make 
arrangements for delivery and billing 
with each individual agency per 
their terms. Product samples may 
be taken onsite and tested at the 
requesting agency’s expense. A bid 
bond or check or Electronic check for 
5% of the bid is required.

A certificate of liability and 
workers’ compensation insurance 
must be included with the bid. 
Bids must be sealed and labeled 
“Chloride Bid.” Bids will be accepted 
until 4:00 p.m. on March 5, 2026. 
Bids can be mailed to P.O. Box 872, 
North Branch, MN 55056, or emailed 
to shawnw@twp.northbranch.mn.us.

North Branch Township reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids 
if it is in the best interest of the 
Township.

3. Equipment Rental Quotes 
Solicitation

North Branch Township is 
requesting quotes for road 
maintenance and equipment rental 
rates for general road work and 
excavating. Quotes will be accepted 
until March 5, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. 
Work may consist of spreading trap 
rock/salt for gravel road ice control, 
roadside ditching, mowing ditch 
rights-of-way, culvert installation, 
culvert cleaning/obstruction removal 
and general excavating/road 
construction. The quotes will be 
valid from March 6, 2026, through 
March 6, 2027. All quotes must list 
year make and model of equipment, 
including the quantity of each unit 
and the hourly rate for each unit 
with an operator. Quotes must be 
in a sealed envelope labled “North 
Branch Township Equipment Rental 
Quotes.” All quotes must include a 
certificate of liability and workers’ 
compensation insurance if not 
currently on file with the township. 
North Branch Township reserves the 
right to reject any and all quotes if 
in the best interest of North Branch 
Township. Quotes can be mailed 
to p.o. box 872, North Branch, 
55056 or emailed to shawnw@twp.
northbranch.mn.us.

Shawn Williams, North Branch 
Township Clerk

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on February 26; 

March 5, 2026
_____________________________
FISH LAKE TOWNSHIP PUBLIC 

NOTICE
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

AND BOARD OF CANVASS
Notice is hereby given to qualified 

voters of Fish Lake Township, 
Chisago County, State of Minnesota, 
that the Annual Township Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, March 
10,2026. In case of inclement 
weather, the meeting and election 
may be postponed until the third 
Tuesday of March 2026. (Check 
WCMP 100.9FM/1350 AM on radio 
for information). The election poll 
hours will be from 10:00AM to 
8:00PM at which time voters will 
elect: ONE SUPERVISOR FOR A 3 
YEAR TERM. The Annual Meeting 
will commence at 8:05PM to conduct 
all necessary business prescribed 
by law. The Annual Meeting and 
Election of Officers will be held at 
the Fish Lake Town Hall at 2170 
Brunswick Road, Harris, MN 55032. 
Absentee ballots are available at 
the Chisago County Auditor’s Office. 
The Board of Canvass will meet 
after the annual meeting adjourns 
to certify the official election results.

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on February 26; 

March 5, 2026
_____________________________
FISH LAKE TOWNSHIP GRAVEL 

CRUSHING AND HAULING 
REQUIREMENTS

The Township of Fish Lake will 
be accepting sealed quotes until 
March, 9 2026 at 6:00 PM at which 
time all quotes will be opened and 
read aloud.

Quotes should be addressed to 
Fish Lake Township, 2170 Brunswick 
Road, Harris, MN 55032.

Mark on the outside of the 
envelope “Gravel Quote”.
Certificate of insurance must 
accompany quote.

Quote is for the service 
contract of crushing and hauling
approximately 7,000 c.y. of modified 
class 1 base aggregate under 
MN-DOT specification #3138, except 
that the #200 sieve shall be modified 
to 9%-13% binder.

Contractor will supply the 
Township with material sample test 
results before product is delivered. 
Township must be notified when 

crushing begins to perform sample 
gradations. Township may request 
that contracted equipment be scaled 
for capacity periodically at the 
township’s expense.

Contractor must also provide 
loader and dedicated loader operator 
at the pit site and attend a prestart

meeting with the township. Fish 
Lake Township will require six 
belly dump trucks at one time for 
delivering this gravel when project 
is started.

Township requires a separate pile 
that will be measured and tested at 
township’s expense.

All yardage is to be delivered by 
September 1, 2026.

The Fish Lake Town Board 
reserves the right to reject any or 
all quotes, to waive irregularities 
and informalities therein, and further 
award the quote in the best interest 
of the Township.

Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on March 5, 2026

_____________________________
PUBLIC NOTICE

REQUEST FOR QUOTES FOR 
ISANTI POLICE ROOF EPDM 

RE-COVER
The City of Isanti is accepting 

quotations for the Isanti Police Station 
EPDM Re-Cover project, which 
involves installing a fully adhered 60 
mil EPDM membrane roofing system 
over 1.5-inch polyisocyanurate 
cover board. The selected contractor 
will be responsible for substrate 
preparation, metal edging and S 
cuppers installation, and the disposal 
of all construction debris. To qualify, 
contractors must have at least five 
years of experience with equivalent 
systems and maintain current 
certified contractor status with Mule-
Hide or Carlisle. Interested parties 
please visit the City’s website www.
cityofisanti.us for more details. The 
City reserves the authority to waive 
irregularities, accept or reject any/or 
all quotations, and award in the best 
interest of the City. Quotations can 
be submitted via email to jbecker@
cityofisanti.us or addressed to Josh 
Becker at 110 - 1st Avenue NW, 
Isanti MN 55040. All quotations will 
be accepted until 12:00 p.m. Friday, 
March 20, 2026.

Josh Becker
Public Services Director
Publish on: March 5, 2026
Posted on: February 25, 2026
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on March 5, 2026

_____________________________
REQUEST FOR QUOTES

The City of North Branch will be 
accepting road gravel quotes until 
March 16, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. Quotes 
must be in a sealed envelope 
labeled 2026 Road Gravel Quote 
if U.S. mailed to P.O. Box 910, 
North Branch, MN 55056 or quotes 
can be emailed to bsterbentz@
northbranchmn.gov Quotes must 
include a current certificate of 
liability and workers compensation 
insurance if currently not on file with 
the City . Quotes will be reviewed 
and awarded at the March 25, 2026 
regular council meeting for the City 
of North Branch.This meeting starts 
at 6:00 p.m. The road gravel quotes 
are for a modified class 5 virgin 
pit aggregate specification 3138.2-
3 in the MNDOT Standard and 
Specifications for Construction-2025 
no recycled material allowed i.e. 
concrete, crushed asphalt, bricks, 
glass. The quantity is 10,000 ton 
more or less, with the #4 sieve 
modified from

50-70%, and the# 200 sieve 
modified from 8-11%.Material to be 
delivered using no more than 8, 
minimum of 4 belly dump trucks/600 
ton each day of hauling to various 
roads within the City of North 
Branch. Maps may be requested 
from 651-674-8493 or bsterbentz@
northbranchmn.gov. Proposed roads 
may be subject to change at the 
discretion of the City. The road 
gravel project is to be quoted per 
ton, scale tickets per load in quantity 
of US Tons hauled to be provided at 
the end of each hauling day. Trucks 
may be randomly weighed, the City 
will get a gravel sample from the 
gravel pit to be tested prior to the 
start of the project . Payments to the 
supplier will be made monthly after 
the first City Council meeting of the 
month,invoice to be mailed to the 
City 1week prior to meeting.

City of North Branch, Public 
Works Brady Sterbentz

Public Works Manager 651-674-
8493

bsterbentz@northbranchmn.gov
Published in the Isanti-Chisago 
County STAR on March 5, 2026
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Assets
Current Assets

Cash and Temporary Investments 893,057            
Restricted Cash 289,896            
Receivables

Accrued interest 1,574                 
Due from other funds 25,765               
Inventories 1,071,272         
Prepaid items 7,018                 

Total Current Assets 2,288,582         

Noncurrent Assets
Advances to other funds 77,296               
Capital Assets

Buildings 2,826,950         
Improvements other than buildings 176,663            
Machinery and equipment 74,142               

Less accumulated depreciation (429,614)           
Total Capital Assets

(Net of Accumulated Depreciation) 2,648,141         

Total Noncurrent Assets 2,725,437         

Total Assets 5,014,019         

Deferred Outflows of Resources
Deferred pension resources 29,597               
Deferred other postemployment benefits resources 111,632            

Total Deferred Outflows of Resources 141,229            

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable 117,240            
Due to other governments 55,910               
Accrued salaries payable 22,151               
Accrued interest payable 2,165                 
Compensated absences payable - current 21,524               
Bonds payable - current 200,000            

Total Current Liabilities 418,990            

Noncurrent Liabilities
Compensated absences payable 18,657               
Other postemployment benefits payable 148,353            
Net pension liability 169,681            
Bonds Payable 2,311,485         

Total Noncurrent Liabilities 2,648,176         

Total Liabilities 3,067,166         

Deferred Inflows of Resources
Deferred pension resources 108,349            
Deferred other postemployment benefit resources 16,716               

Total Deferred inflows of Resources 125,065            

Net Position
Net investment in capital assets 7,076                 
Unrestricted 1,955,942         

Total Net Position 1,963,017         

Analysis of the City of Isanti Municipal Liquor Store Operations for 2025

 

Operating Revenues
Sales 5,694,168         
Cost of Sales (4,038,323)       

Gross Profit 1,655,845         

Operating Expenses
Personnel services 649,674            
Supplies 11,102               
Professional services 13,559               
Communications 13,834               
Insurance 15,494               
Utilities 23,584               
Repairs and maintenance 8,906                 
Depreciation 70,909               
Other services and charges 121,578            

Total Operating Expenses 928,640            

Operating Income 727,206            

Nonoperating Revenues (Expenses)
Other revenues 289                     
Investment earnings 40,562               
Interest expense and other (54,427)             

Total Nonoperating Revenues (Expenses) (13,576)             

Income Before Contributions and Transfers 713,630            

Transfers Out (420,000)           

Change in Net Position 293,630            

Net Position, January 1 1,662,312         

Net Position, December 31 1,955,942         

NOTE: This publishing is to comply with Minnesota State Statue 471.6985 subd. 1. These 
numbers do not represent final audit values for 2025. Final numbers will be available after 
the conclusion of the City of Isanti's annual audit. 
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Town Election Ballot
Town of North Branch

March 10, 2026

Official Ballot

Judge _____

Judge _____

Instructions to Voters:
To vote, completely fill in the oval(s) next to your choice(s) like this:

North Branch Twp Typ:01 Seq:0004 Spl:01

Town Offices
Town Supervisor

Vote for One

G. Dean Beenken

Cory Jopp

write-in, if any

11

21

40

41

42

43

54

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

TOWN OF NORTH BRANCH ELECTION BALLOT

Published in the Isanti-Chisago County STAR on March 5, 2026

 

                SPECIFY FUND NAME: Amount

1   OPERATING REVENUES 4,145,580$                   
2    - Cost of Sales 2,975,850$                   
3    - Gross Profit 1,169,730$                   
4   OPERATING EXPENSES 898,114$                      
5   OPERATING INCOME (LOSS) 271,616$                      
6   Noncapital Subsidies

7 13,799$                        
8   NON-OPERATING EXPENSES (interest, etc.)

9 NET INCOME 285,415$                      
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

10   Taxes (exclude special assessments)

11   Federal Grants

12   State Grants (include MV Credits)

13   County Grants / Local Grants

14 Alcohol Sales

15 THC Sales

16   Transfers In from Other Funds

17   Transfers Out to Other Funds 120,000$                      
18   Capital Outlay during the Year

19   Capital Contributions during the Year

20   Interfund Debt Borrowed

21   Interfund Debt Paid

22   Borrowing - Bonds Issued (net proceeds) and other long-term debt

23   Interest Paid and Fiscal Charges 

24   Debt Paid - Bonds

25                   - Other Long-term Debt

26   Outstanding Bonded Debt - End of Year

27   Outstanding Other Long-Term Debt - End of Year

28   Depreciation (included in operating statement) 14,969$                        
29  Pension Expense

*TYPE OF LIQUOR STORE:  OFF SALE ONLY

 NUMBER OF 
LIQUOR STORES 

OPERATED BY THE 
CITY:  2                                           

  NON-OPERATING REVENUES (interest, property taxes, 
                                                                 assessments, etc.)

City of North Branch
Liquor Store ENTERPRISE FUND

Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Net Position
For the Year Ended December 31, 2025

Check out our 
online jobs 

board!
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membersccu.com/200bonus

*To be eligible, you must not have had a Members checking account in the past 12 months, be in good standing, be at least 18 years old, and provide a bonus code. Requires direct deposits totaling $500+ and one debit card purchase.  
Promo may be modified. Restrictions and eligibility requirements apply. Insured by NCUA

Earn

$200*
when you open a new

checking account!

CLASSIFIEDS & EMPLOYMENTCLASSIFIEDS & EMPLOYMENTCLASSIFIEDS & EMPLOYMENT

Watercraft Inspector 
Level 1 and 2

Inspect watercraft for Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS). Inform and educate the public 

on the threats of ecologically harmful AIS 
to the lakes and rivers in Chisago County. 

Provide citizens with training and education 
on how to prevent AIS transport.  Must 

be 18+ to be considered for an interview.  
Level 1: $16.50 per hour.  Level 2: Assist 

watercraft users with 
decontamination 

of their watercraft - 
$19.00 per hour.

Apply online at www.chisagocountymn.gov.  
Open until � lled.

102
Services

115
Heating & Cooling

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

150
Help Wanted

308
Poultry

355
Furniture

358
Firewood

362
Miscellaneous

362
Miscellaneous

452
Rentals/
Residential

501
Real Estate

Wanted

16-Inch  seasoned,
mixed hardwood. Two
cord  loads  $475.  20-
inch  outdoor  stove
wood,  mixed  hard-
woods.  Two  cord
loads $450. Two cord
loads 16” birch or oak
$475. Delivery charge
over  25  miles.  320-
679-1815.

Alterations and cloth-
ing  repairs,  25  years
experience.  320-396-
4152  Contact  Rose-
mary.  Braham 

BRAIDERS & EXTRU-
SION OPERATORS -
Northwire, Inc., Osce-
ola, WI. All shifts. Re-
quires  HS
diploma/GED,  com-
puter  skills.  Apply  in
person  or  send  re-
sume  110  Prospect
Way,  Osceola,  WI
54020  or  HumanRe-
sources_Northwire
@lemo.com.  EOE:
Find ad at www.apply-
local.jobs

Buying  sports  card
collections  call  Tom
612-701-7396

Central Boilers.
Classic Edge Titanium
HDX EPA certified
OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. $2,000
Tax Credit. Prices as
low as $230 per
month! Call
Rasmussen
Construction Inc. 612-
805-2362.

City of Mahtomedi
HIRING 4 Seasonal
Full Time Mainte-

nance Workers to as-
sisit Public Works

Dept. All positions 67
days. Must be at least
18, have valid driver's
license, and ability to
lift/move 25-100lbs.

Pay $18 - $20/hr. Ap-
plications at City Hall,
600 Stillwater Road,

Mahtomedi or at
www.mahtomedimn.-

gov. 

CNC MACHINIST 1st
shift.  $25$30/hr.  5+
yrs CNC lathe experi-
ence,  setups,
blueprint  reading  re-
quired.  Mazatrol/G-
Code preferred.  Steel
& O'Brien Manufactur-
ing.  steelobrien.com
Find  this  ad and oth-
ers  at  www.applylo-
cal.jobs

CUSTODIAL WORK -
Greenview,  Inc.  Age
55+ for part-time light
custodial  at  MN state
parks.  Apply:  www.-
greenviewmn.com  or
651-639-1913.
www.applylocal.jobs  

Designs by Jeff: Cus-
tom airbrushing, vehi-
cle wraps, fleet graph-
ics, signs, logo de-
signs. Over 35 years
of experience. De-
signsByJeff.com 763-
443-3135

For  Sale  farm  fresh
eggs,  $3.00  per
dozen,  free  range,
non-GMO,  medium
size. 763-691-1390.

For  Sale  Frigidaire
7.0  cu.  ft.  chest
freezer.  Like  new.
$200. 320-496-0199.

The City of Sandstone
is  accepting  applica-
tions  for  the  full-time
position of Community
Service Partner.  Sub-
mit application and re-
sume to City of Sand-
stone,  PO  Box  641,
Sandstone,MN  55072
or by email to admin-
istrator@sandstonem-
n.gov. For more infor-
mation and Questions
call  320-245-5241.
Applications  must  be
submitted by Noon on
March 31, 2026.

Hinckley-Finlayson
School  District is
seeking  a  full-time
District  wide  trans-
portation  mechanic  to
maintain bus and type
3 fleets. To apply con-
tact Julie Nelson, HR,
julie.nelson@isd2165.
org  or  Bruce  at  320-
384-0434

GEHRMAN  AUTO
BODY  Centuria Full-
time  auto  body  shop
helper,  M-F  8-4,  no
weekends. Basic auto
knowledge helpful, will
train.  Reliable  trans-
portation  required.
Call  715-825-3401  or
apply  at  1965  160th
St.,  Centuria.  Ask for
John. Find this ad and
others  at  www.apply-
local.jobs

Home  
For Rent

Mora’s  
Linden Village

2 Bedrooms + 
Garage

Big Country Lot
More Information:

320-679-3852
Dan Cook

KWIK  TRIP   Saint
Croix Falls Now hiring!
Starting  wage $16/hr,
plus $3/hr for 3rd shift.
Text  KWIK  to  23972
or apply at kwikcareer-
s.jobs.Find this ad and
others  at  www.apply-
local.jobs  

Looking for that per-
fect gift for an anniver-
sary or birthday?
Think about giving a
subscription to the
Kanabec County
Times. Call our office
today (320)679-2661
to start delivery – we
accept Visa or Master-
card!

Mora  one  bedroom
apartment  available
May  1st.  Quiet  build-
ing.  Heat,  garbage,
laundry,  and  garage
included. 
No smoking. $890 per
month.  612-720-5296
Terry

NORTHWOOD TECH-
NICAL  COLLEGE
Rice Lake Now hiring:
Electrician  (Construc-
tion)  Apprenticeship
Instructor  (FT)  and
Nursing  Assistant  In-
structor  (PT/Adjunct).
Apply  online at north-
woodtech.edu/employ-
ment.  EOE.Find  this
ad  and  others  at
www.applylocal.jobs  

ORBITAL  WELDER
Entry  level,  will  train!
No experience neces-
sary. Mechanical apti-
tude helpful. Great ca-
reer opportunity. Steel
& O'Brien Manufactur-
ing.  steelobrien.com
Find  this  ad and oth-
ers  at  www.applylo-
cal.jobs   

PARAPROFESSION-
AL Part-time, up to 29
hrs/week.  $17.63/hr.
HS  diploma  required.
Student  support  role.
Send  resume  to  Dis-
trict  Administrator,
Clayton  School  Dis-
trict,  Clayton,  WI.
(715) 948-2163. EOE.
Find  this  ad and oth-
ers  at  www.applylo-
cal.jobs 

Recently married
Army Veteran looking
to buy 10+ acres to
build a home or pur-
chase an existing
home to raise a fami-
ly. Preferred location
Isanti or Chisago
County. Call or text
651-278-5882

SHIPPING & RECEIV-
ING CLERK 1st shift.
$19$22/hr  +  biweekly
bonus.  UPS/FedEx/
LTL  experience  pre-
ferred.  Forklift  cert
helpful.  Steel  &
O'Brien  Manufactur-
ing.  steelobrien.com
Find  this  ad and oth-
ers  at  www.applylo-
cal.jobs   

ST.  CROIX  CHIPPE-
WA  INDIANS   Web-
ster Multiple openings
in  Admin  and  Health
Clinic  including  Ac-
countant,  Dentist,
Pharmacist,  CMA/
LPN,  AODA  Coun-
selor,  Housing,  Head
Start  positions  and
more.  Contact  Shelly
LeMieux:  (715)-349-
2195  Ext.  5196  or
shellyle@stcroixojib-
we-nsn.gov.  Find this
ad  and  others  at
www.applylocal.jobs

PLACE A CLASSIFIED TODAY
763.689.1181

You’ve Got It!
Somebody 

Wants It!
Sell it in the 
classifieds -
651-407-1237 or email 
sales@countystar.com

The Classifieds
The Classifieds
The Classifieds

Call 651-278-5882 or 

email sales@countystar.com 
to place your ad.

The smart way to sell your stuff!
Call 763.689.1181 or email

sales@countystar.com - to place an ad!
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April 14, 2026 
Luncheon

Location: TBA
Caterer: China Taste
Speaker: B Kyle
Topic: The Future of Chambers

Please join us for a conversation on the 
future of chambers. In B’s work with 
chambers across the country, one thing 
is clear: our relevance will depend on 
our ability to stay focused, connected, 
and responsive to the communities we 
serve. Small chambers, in particular, are 
showing what’s possible—nimble, close 
to their members, and quick to adapt.  B 
will share what she’s learning and 
what’s changing.

Join the Chamber!
Now is an excellent time whether you are a 
solo-preneur, small or large business!

Contact us at 651-674-4077 or 
contact@northbranchchamber.com

Help us celebrate 
Jerry’s Foods with 
a Ribbon Cutting!

Friday, March 27th at 10:00 am

5418 Saint Croix Trail
North Branch, MN 55056

Mark your calendars 
with upcoming member events!

Something happening in town?

Our Chamber members can post their events on our 
community calendar and residents can browse, plan, 
and register all in one place.

Find it here: www.northbranchchamber.com

www.northbranchchamber.com
651-674-0477

Nelco Electric
Bozeman-Newton Insurance Agency
Anytime Fitness NB
Jones Construction
LePage & Sons
Realty Executive - Kelly Rae Hunter
Associated Bank
Clear Creek Dental
Colorful Beginnings, Inc.
Encore Assisted Living & Memory Care
Flashing By Design
Focus Financial
Members Cooperative Credit Union
North Branch Veterinary Hospital
Sun Dental & Orthodontics
County News Review (ECM Publishers)

There to welcome Jordan from Ecumen at 
the luncheon were Board Members:

Ryan Saltis (City of North Branch), 
Seth Coy (Hermann Insurance), 

& Nathan Keech (Kreativ HQ)

Welcome to our newest 
member:

And thank you to 
our renewing members:
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651-674-4077 • 6063 Main Street, Ste B. North Branch, MN 55056

Fresh. Easy. Traditions.

North Branch  
651.317.2100

5418 St. Croix Trail 
(NW Corner of I-35 & Hwy 95)

Open 6 a.m. to Midnight Daily

You’ll Find Low Prices at 

North Branch 
651-674-7071

NE Corner of Hwy 35 & 95

$10 OFF 
Bring this ad in for

Chisago City 
651-213-6550

Enter from North Ave & 
Chisago City Water Tower

Tire Rotation 
& Alignment

East Store - 5846 Old Main St.
Mon - Sat 9am-9pm • Sun 11am-5pm

West Store - 5466 St. Croix Trail
Mon - Sat 9am-9pm • Sun 11am-6pm

651-674-4082651-674-4082
Check out our website for the latest 

news & specials
www.northwww.northbranchlbranchliquors.comiquors.com

ANDERSON & 
KOCH INC.

I-35, North Branch, MN
651-674-4465

Please thank these businesses for 
sponsoring the 
North Branch 
Area Chamber 

News!

WWW.CAMBRIDGE-MOTORS.COM

Sale Hrs:Sale Hrs: Mon-Thurs 8:30-9; Fri 8:30-6; 
Sat 8:30-5 Service Hrs:Service Hrs: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm

763-689-7600
700 S. Garfi eld St., Cambridge
(3 blocks south of McDonaldʼs)

email: cambridge@lutherauto.com

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

Make sure your vehicle is in 
tip-top condition before you hit 
the roads this holiday season!

$1000 
OFF

Any Service When Coupon Is 
Presented Prior To Service

Good Now Through Dec. 31, 2022
Limit 1 Coupon Per Visit

Happy Holidays! GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

Make sure your vehicle is in 
tip-top condition before you hit 
the roads this holiday season!

$1000 
OFF

Any Service When Coupon Is 
Presented Prior To Service

Good Now Through Dec. 31, 2022
Limit 1 Coupon Per Visit

Happy Holidays!
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