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Welcome to Iosco County
Iosco County is home to beautiful sparkling Tawas Bay, 

where sailboats, fishing craft and jet skis enjoy nature’s gift 
of Lake Huron.

It’s home to Oscoda, where salmon and trout fishermen, 
canoeists and powerboaters take advantage of the local 
lakes and the famous majestic AuSable River.

And it’s home to the western reaches of the county, 
which host the heart of the Huron National Forest with its 
pristine woods, rivers, lakes and streams.

Summer is short but sweet in Iosco County and its res-
idents make the best of it. Here you’ll find festivals, events 
and celebrations all summer long with restaurants, taverns, 
lodging, marinas, golf courses and shopping opportunities 
that you’ll never find at home.

So enjoy yourself. The hospitality’s on us.

May - October
Oscoda AuSable Farm Market, Wednesdays

8 a.m.-1 p.m. Shoreline Park, US-23 at the River
May 16th - Sept. 27th

Wurtsmith Air Museum
Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday

11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
May 22nd

Friday Night Food Truck Rally
Family Fun Games, Live Entertainment,

AuSable Trailhead, US-23 
May 22nd - 25th

Memorial Day Family Camp
Camp Missokone YMCA

Memorial Weekend
5K Road Race

May 25th
Memorial Day Ceremony & Program

Oscoda Veterans Memorial Park
June 5th, 6th, 7th

28th Annual Villages of Oscoda
Homeowners Yard Sale 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

June - August
Rotary of Oscoda “Summer Concert Series”            

Thursdays 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Oscoda Beach Park

June 3rd - Sept. 2nd
Dwight Street Live Street Dance

Wednesdays 6 p.m.-8 p.m.
Live Music & Dancing

June - August
“Movies by the Pier” Series Begins           

Wednesdays at the Oscoda Beach Park
June 26th - 27th

Lakewood Shores Property Owners Association
9th Annual Subdvision Wide Garage Sale

June 27th - 28th
42nd Annual “Art on the Beach”

Oscoda Beach Park
July 4th

Independence Day Parade, Activities & Fireworks

Oscoda-AuSableOscoda-AuSable
Chamber of CommerceChamber of Commerce

OscodaChamber.comOscodaChamber.com
InInformation 989-739-7322formation 989-739-7322

4440 N. US-23, Oscoda4440 N. US-23, Oscoda

Tawas Bay Marine & Cycle
1690 E. US-23, East Tawas, MI 48730

989-362-6933 • tawasbaymc.com

Social Boutique Social Boutique 
& Tea& Tea

201 S. State St.201 S. State St.
OscodaOscoda

bimbleoscoda@gmail.combimbleoscoda@gmail.com

989-569-3700989-569-3700

Annual Shoreline Arts and Crafts
Show is set for May 23-24 in Tawas

File photo by John Morris   
ARTS AND CRAFTS – Visitors returned to Tawas City’s Shoreline Park last 
year for the 32nd annual Arts and Crafts Show. Last year’s Memorial Day week-
end show had nearly 200 vendors with crafts, paintings, furniture, jewelry and 
other attractions.

TAWAS CITY – The 
33rd annual Tawas Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Shoreline Arts and Crafts 
Show is set for Memorial 
Day weekend.

Scheduled for Satur-
day, May 23 and Sunday, 
May 24 in Tawas City, this 
year’s show is expected to 
feature close to 200 ven-
dors.

Show hours at Shore-
line Park, across from the 
Iosco County Building 
along US-23, Tawas City, 
are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

on Saturday and from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.

Like last year, the cham-
ber’s Memorial Day week-
end arts and crafts show 
will have about 200 spac-
es for artists and crafters 
from across the state who 
will be set up at the park 
with a large selection of 
hand-crafted items. All 
work at the show must be 
handmade, original work 
by the artists.

The show will feature 
items for sale as diverse 
as leather goods, yard 

art, furniture, home décor 
items, clothes, doll acces-
sories, lotions, paintings, 
photography, jewelry, rugs 
and food items such as sal-
sa, fudge, spices, nuts and 
kettle corn.

Parking is available at 
Shoreline Park and across 
the street from the park 
in the courthouse parking 
lot.

For more information, 
call 989-362-8643 or 
1-800-558-2927.
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Minutes North of Oscoda on F-41
YOUR FULL SERVICE MARKET

9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday

Convenience Foods • Fresh Produce
Beer • Wine • Liquor • Lotto

Phone (989) 305-9819

Nedo’s Farm Market, Inc.

Now carrying an expanded
selection of Dog and Cat Food

Bird and Wildlife Feed,
and can get Animal Feed

upon request

Driving Range
Get out and practice

your swing!

4660 F-41, Mikado, MI

Savor the FlavorSavor the Flavor
Premium Meats & SeafoodPremium Meats & Seafood

• Poultry • Pork • Lamb • Seafood
• Whitefish • Signature Home-Smoked Bacon
• Submarine Sandwiches • Fresh Deli Sides

• 30+ Varieties of Jerky!

Klenow’s MarketKlenow’s Market
Newman Street • East Tawas 

989-362-2341989-362-2341
Serving you since 1900

BEER • LIQUOR • WINE • LOTTOBEER • LIQUOR • WINE • LOTTO

File photo by Kaitlyn Campbell   
ART ON THE BEACH – Art on the Beach returned to Oscoda for its 41st ren-
dition last year at Oscoda Beach Park. More than 70 vendors participated in the 
event, and many shoppers came out to purchase a variety of art pieces.

Art & Antiques on the Beach set for June 27-28
OSCODA – Now in its 

42nd year, Art & Antiques 
on the Beach returns to 
Oscoda June 27-28.

The popular annu-
al show, held at Oscoda 
Beach Park, will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 27 and 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, June 28. Admis-
sion is free to the public to 
browse and shop.

Last year more than 70 
artisans displayed and sold 
their handmade arts, crafts 
and hobbies on the shore-
line of beautiful Lake Hu-
ron. The park is located at 
the end of River Road in 
downtown Oscoda.

According to the cham-
ber’s website, Art & An-
tiques on the Beach brings 
together local artists, mak-
ers, and antique dealers 
in a relaxed, open-air set-
ting right along the water. 
Whether you’re searching 
for something specific or 
just browsing, this event 
offers a little bit of every-

thing.
Featured artwork 

during past years have in-
cluded watercolor paint-
ings, metal garden art, flat 
board intarsia, decorative 
cement leaves, cedar bird-
houses, doll furniture, ep-
oxied wood laser-engraved 
products, original photog-
raphy, T-shirts and sweat-

shirts, jewelry, fudge, dips, 
seasonings, handmade 
pet jacket harnesses, sun-
catchers, stained glass, 
rock and peddle art, cro-
cheted and knitted items, 
hats and more.

The Oscoda Garden 
Club traditionally holds 
its annual auction at the 
event.

File photo by Kaitlyn Campbell   
HART’S ART – Nico Hart, East Jordan, was a ven-
dor for the first time at Art on the Beach last year. 
She specializes in painting, sculpting and jewelry, 
and says that her biggest inspirations are nature 
and spirituality.
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NOW OFFERINGNOW OFFERING
16+ FLAVORS!16+ FLAVORS!

(989) 778-0102 | freakinpickles.com(989) 778-0102 | freakinpickles.com

2 LOCATIONS2 LOCATIONS

103 E. Huron Rd.103 E. Huron Rd.
AuGresAuGres 

(year-round)

Memorial Day Weekend 
through Labor Day Weekend

205 Newman St.205 Newman St.
East TawasEast Tawas 

(seasonal)

$8 $12

GREENBUSH MARKET
Convenience Store/Deli/Gas Station

Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-10 p.m. • Sun. 8 a.m.-9 .m.

2436 South US-23
Greenbush 989-724-3064

Quality Fresh Brewed Coffee
Fresh Ground and Blended Daily

• Beer, Wine & Liquor 
Lotto - ATM

• Grilled Deli Sandwiches • Subs
• Pizza • Chili • Soups • Tacos

• Nachos & Salads

Ice • Dairy
Ice Cream • Produce

• Regular & REC Gas
• Grocery Items

• Live Bait
• Cigarettes & Smokeless

• Seasonal Items
• Automotive

118 S. Washington (M-65), Hale
(989) 728-2315

Makin’ Bacon

Quality MeatsQuality Meats
AlwardsMarket.com

Selected Best BaconSelected Best Bacon
in Michiganin Michigan

989-728-9581 • halehardware.com

Hale Hardware S. M-65, Hale

Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sun. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

• Furniture
• Housewares
• Major Appliances
• Plumbing
• Heating
• Electrical
• Paint

• Lawn & Garden
• Sporting Goods
• Licenses
• LP Tank Filling
• REC Gas
• Small Engine Repair
• Rental Center

Breakfast & Lunch Cafe
Breakfast Available All Day

8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 7 Days a Week
989-569-3050 • 5731 N. US-23, Oscoda

2026 Summer Tourist Guide
Editor - John Morris

A publication of the Iosco County News-Herald
and Oscoda Press

Editor’s note: This is the first of three summer 
publications. The remaining two will be published 
prior to Independence Day and Labor Day. 

Wurtsmith Air Museum opens for season
OSCODA – Wurtsmith 

Air Museum, located at 
4071 E. Van Ettan St. on 
the former Wurtsmith Air 
Force Base, opened for the 
season on Saturday, May 
16.

The museum’s reopen-
ing coincides annually 
with Armed Forces Day. 
The museum will be open 

on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays, from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m., until the end of Sep-
tember.

Single admission tickets 
to the museum are avail-
able at a cost of $7 for 
adults and $3 for children 
ages under 12, while indi-
viduals who are actively 
serving in the military and 

children under five can 
visit for free.

Annual and lifetime 
memberships are also 
available to the museum. 
The museum recently 
added three new lifetime 
members. 

The museum original-
ly started out in one little 
room more than 30 years 
ago and has grown consis-
tently since. Fly-ins were 
held even before there was 
a museum. The museum 
started as a place for the 
founders to work on air-
planes. Today the museum 
spreads across three han-
gars.

Additional information 
can be found on the web-
site at wurtsmithairmuse-
um.net, on the museum’s 
Facebook page or by call-
ing 989-739-7555. Volun-
teers are always needed to 
help run the museum.

Courtesy photo   
2,000TH VISITOR – Wurtsmith Air Museum wel-
comed its 2,000th visitor on Sept. 21, 2025. Charlene 
Tompkins of Belmont was presented with a 100th 
Anniversary Commemorative coin and an honorary 
membership. She especially enjoyed the Wurtsmith 
Room displays and hoped to return when the new 
room is completed.
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Hand Dipped ChocolatesHand Dipped Chocolates

 Caramels, Nut Clusters Caramels, Nut Clusters
 Homemade Marshmallows Homemade Marshmallows

 Fresh Dipped Fruit Fresh Dipped Fruit
 Caramel Apples Caramel Apples

 Custom Orders, Special Events Custom Orders, Special Events
 Coffee Bar & Lemonade Coffee Bar & Lemonade

104 Newman, East Tawas • 989-362-7728104 Newman, East Tawas • 989-362-7728

A variety of Milk, Dark, A variety of Milk, Dark, 
White,  and 70% ChocolateWhite,  and 70% Chocolate

Expires 6/26/2026 - Limit 3

$1049
20 lb. Propane Refill

Must 
present 
coupon

We Install: Windows,
Entry Doors &
Garage Doors.

Call for a Free Estimate.

Closed
Labor

Day

by Kaitlyn Campbell
OSCODA – The Huron 

Pines conservation non-
profit, in conjunction with 
Oscoda Township, recently 
hosted an event to celebrate 
the transfer of the AuSable 
River Scenic Preserve 
property to the township.

The public was invited 
to the 42-acre riverfront 
nature preserve for a fam-
ily-friendly afternoon of 
exploring the property. 
Community members in 
attendance were joined 
by Huron Pines staff and 
board members, as well as 
township officials – Clerk 
Heather Tait, Treasurer 
Jaimie McGuire, Board 
Trustee Tim Cummings 
and Township Engineer 
Rick Freeman.

The event began with a 
short spoken program, in 
which a few people took 
the microphone and talked 
about the preserve.

Following an introduc-
tion and welcome from 
Huron Pines Community 
Project Manager Amanda 
Vanaman, Freeman spoke 
about completing the pro-
cess of Oscoda obtaining 
the property, as well as 
what the future looks like 
for it.

“We have short-term and 
long-term plans as far as 
maintaining the property,” 
he said. “And there will be 
plenty of opportunity for 
public input as we move 

into the future with projects 
down the road.”

Next was Huron Pines 
Executive Director Brad 
Jensen, who recalled the 
first time he visited the 
property, as well as how 
early experiences of nature 
are harder to have.

“In a world that is chang-
ing pretty quickly, being 
able to hold on to natural 
areas and get out and enjoy 
them is so important,” he 
stated. “That’s what we 
wanted to do here as part 
of this project.”

The final speaker was 
Samantha Davis, recre-
ation grant coordinator for 
the Eastern Region for the 
Michigan Natural Resourc-
es Trust Fund. She talked 

about what the trust fund 
does, and thanked those 
that were involved with the 
transfer process.

“This acquisition here is 
a prime example of what 
the trust fund was created 
to do,” she explained. “I 
just really want to com-
mend and thank Oscoda 
Township and Huron Pines, 
Rick Freeman, all the other 
partners and advocates that 
have the vision to conserve 
a piece of property like this 
so that it can be available 
for all of us to enjoy and 

for people to bring their 
kids out and connect with 
nature.”

After the speeches con-
cluded and the opening 
ribbon was cut, attendees 
were able to take a guided 
tour along one of the trails 

on some of the newly 
protected preserve, led by 
Huron Pines Stewardship 
Project Manager Amber 
Hubbard.

Stops were made during 

Oscoda Township, Huron Pines host celebration for scenic preserve

File photo by Kaitlyn Campbell
A TOUR OF NATURE – During the celebration event, 
attendees had the opportunity to go on a guided tour 
along one of the trails on some of the AuSable River 
Scenic Preserve, led by Huron Pines Stewardship 
Project Manager Amber Hubbard. Stops were made 
along the way so Hubbard could teach everyone about 
the various nature surrounding them, such as leaves, 
trees and other plants.

File photo by Kaitlyn Campbell
RIVER VIEWS – Pictured here is a view of the 
AuSable River at the ending point of the guided tour 
along one of the trails of the AuSable River Scenic 
Preserve. The river was noticeably higher due to the 
recent rainfall.

See Preserve, Page 6A
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215 W. Lake St., Tawas City • (989) 305-6700
SAME DAY, NEXT DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE

WWW.COLESAPPLIANCE.COM

Haglund’s
OscOda - Harrisville - alpena

Open 6 days • 4494 N. US-23, Oscoda • (989) 569-6200
We Specialize in “Old Fashioned Customer Service” as it should be!

Since 1987

Hunting and Fishing Supplies
GUNS - BUY - SELL - TRADE

Special
Pricing 

come in for 
Package 

Deals

Expanded
Fishing Line

Hunting Supplies • Fishing Tackle and Supplies 
 Hunting & Fishing Licenses

Husqvarna Lawn & Garden
See the Full Lineup of Zero Turns, Tractors,

Tillers, Blowers, Trimmers and More!

Small Engine Repair-Servicing
All Brands Warranty Certified
State and Nationally Certified

Technicians to Serve You Best

989-739-0344
431 W. Mill St., Oscoda

Bluegill 

Best Burgers in Town!

Prime Rib
on Saturdaysevery Friday

Happy Hour
Mon.-Fri. 3-6 pm. 

All Day Sunday

Established in 1884

Daily Food & Drink Specials

1139 W. Lake St. (US-23), Tawas City • (989) 362-69001139 W. Lake St. (US-23), Tawas City • (989) 362-6900

PACKAGED LIQUOR
BEER • WINE • LOTTERY

CUT TO ORDER FRESH MEATSCUT TO ORDER FRESH MEATS
• 6 Varieties of Jerky

• 2 Varieties of Smoked Brats
• Varieties of Cheese

Andy’s Meat SticksAndy’s Meat Sticks  (Reg. & Peppercheese)(Reg. & Peppercheese)
Andy’s Smoked Meats:Andy’s Smoked Meats:

• Double Smoked Bacon
• Half Fryer • Pulled Pork

• Turkey Breast • Smoked Shanks
• Hudsonville Ice Cream

• Fresh Produce
• Amish 2 lb. Roll Butter

Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

FREEL’S MARKETFREEL’S MARKET

File photo by Kaitlyn Campbell
TRANSFER COMPLETE – A ribbon cutting was held during the celebration 
of the transfer of the AuSable River Scenic Preserve to Oscoda Township on 
April 14. Included here among community members who attended the event 
are Huron Pines staff and board members, as well as township officials, who are 
Clerk Heather Tait, Treasurer Jaimie McGuire, Board Trustee Tim Cummings 
and Township Engineer Rick Freeman.

the tour for Hubbard to 
educate everyone on the 
surrounding nature, includ-
ing leaves, trees and other 
plants. The tour wrapped 
up once it reached a spot 
overlooking the AuSable 
River, and guests were 
then free to look around the 
property at their own pace.

Light refreshments were 
also available for people to 
enjoy, and children in at-
tendance could take part in 
a scavenger hunt, in which 
they would look for natural 
features provided to them 
on a piece of paper, such 
as grass and water.

The AuSable  River 
Scenic Preserve, former-

ly named Hull Island, 
which is located close to 
a neighborhood west of 
downtown Oscoda, fea-
tured is a 42-acre home to 
mixed hardwood and pine 
forests, 3,300 feet of river 
frontage, hiking trails and 
scenic views of the AuS-
able River.

According to the Huron 
Pines website, along with 
having high conservation 
value for wildlife habitat 
and water quality protec-
tion, the site holds great 
potential for recreation.

Huron Pines closed on 
the property in December 
2023 and transferred it to 
Oscoda in October 2025.

The partnership between 
the conservation nonprof-
it and the municipality 
through the transfer en-
sured that the land will be 
permanently protected and 
available for the communi-
ty to enjoy.

The partnership will 
continue as Huron Pines 
and Oscoda Township will 
team up on tasks such as 
ongoing maintenance at the 
preserve.

For more information on 
the AuSable River Scenic 
Preserve, visit huronpines.
org/ausable-river-sce-
nic-preserve.

PRESERVE
Continued from Page 5A
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BEST QUALITY & SERVICE SINCE 1945
MARION’S 111 E. Bay St., East Tawas

TAWAS ROOFING
“American Products installed by Local Labor”

1094 W. Lake St., Tawas City
tawasroofing@outlook.com

ONE DAY ROOFING SERVICE • LICENSED • INSURED

Senior Discount
Free Estimates 989-362-0856

Lake Huron Coastal Preserve open to public

Courtesy photo   
SHORELINE PRESERVE – Approximately 145 acres with 4,000 feet of Lake 
Huron shoreline is open to the public in Alabaster Township. 

ALABASTER Twp. – 
The Lake Huron Coastal 
Preserve now belongs to 
the people of Alabaster 
Township, and is open to 
all who reside or explore 
in Northern Michigan.

Huron Pines transferred 
ownership of the preserve 
to the township on Dec. 16, 
2022, bringing a two-year 
effort to permanently pro-
tect 145 acres and 4,000 
feet of shoreline to a tri-
umphant end.

Situated at the southern 
end of Iosco County, the 
preserve is home to mature 
hardwoods, forested wet-
lands and cobble beach, all 
of which provide import-
ant wildlife habitat and op-
portunities for low-impact 
recreation.

Alabaster Township was 
awarded a $1.7 million 
grant from the Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust 
Fund (MNRTF) to acquire 
the preserve from Huron 
Pines, which had bought 
the property from USG.

Huron Pines raised an 
additional $1 million to-
ward the purchase and to 
establish an endowment 
with the support of numer-
ous foundations, private 
funders and more than 
120 individual donors who 
gave during a public fund-
raising campaign in 2021.

Alabaster Township will 
continue working closely 
with Huron Pines to final-
ize longer-term goals to 
expand trails and improve 
access to Lake Huron, 
while also accounting for 

the unique ecological sig-
nificance of the preserve.

As previously report-
ed, Huron Pines bought 
the property in December 
2020 as a temporary mea-
sure, to take it off the real 
estate market for commer-
cial sale, and the purchase 
was made via a short-term 
loan from The Conserva-
tion Fund. The intent was 
for Alabaster Township to 
use the Trust Fund grant to 
then acquire the property 
from Huron Pines, in order 
to create a lakeshore town-
ship nature park.

Huron Pines went on 
to work closely with the 
township throughout the 
following year to establish 
land management process-
es, raise funds for the prop-
erty, secure public support 
and submit the grant pro-
posal to the MNRTF.

According to Huron 
Pines, the MNRTF funds 
come from royalties on 
the sale and lease of state-
owned minerals (primarily 
oil and gas).

When the MNRTF rec-
ommended fully funding 
the proposed $1.7 million 
grant request on Dec. 1, 
2021, then Alabaster Town-
ship Supervisor Stepha-
nie Wentworth stated that 
the township is deeply 
committed to the creation 
of a destination-quality 
preserve showcasing the 
unique Lake Huron shore-
line and the beautiful, 
nearly 100-year-old sec-
ond-growth forest. 

Following approval of 

the grant, the next step 
was for funds to be appro-
priated by the Michigan 
Legislature in the spring 
of 2022. The goal was 
to transfer ownership of 
the property from Huron 
Pines to Alabaster Town-
ship by the end of 2022, 
and this goal has since 
been achieved.

Along with the Lake 
Huron frontage, this tract 
of land features a variety 
of plant and wildlife spe-
cies, undisturbed forests 
and a wetland ecosystem 
which is rare in Michigan.

Further, the trailhead 
and parking area for the 
Alabaster Township Bike 
Path and Arboretum are 
located on the property’s 
south side, and there is po-
tential for future walking 
trails and public access to 
Lake Huron.
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File photo by John Morris  
TAWAS BAY SKYLINE – A slow night of fishing offered this view of East Tawas taken from the East Tawas State Dock. Captured 
in this view are the East Tawas Harbor, white lights from the East Tawas City Campground to the left, lights from the City of East 
Tawas in the center and the Tawas Bay Beach Resort to the right.
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