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Tawas to host 18th annual
Sunrise Side Triathlon Sept. 6

EAST TAWAS - Back
for its 18th year, the 3 Dis-
ciplines Sunrise Side Tri-
athlon is set for Saturday,
Sept. 6 in East Tawas.

The athletes will com-
pete in one of seven dis-
tance events Olympic and
Sprint triathlons, Sprint
Duathlon Olympic and
Sprint  Aquabikes, Su-
per Sprint and a Sprint
KayaTri, according to
Kenny Krell owner of the
sponsoring Burton-based 3
Disciplines Racing.

The event begins at 8
a.m. Sept. 6 at East Tawas
Harbor Park along the Ta-
was Bay shoreline. That’s
when the Olympic athletes
will enter Tawas Bay for
a 1,500-kilometer swim.
They will be followed by
the Sprint distance athletes
at 8:30 for a 500-meter
swim and at 8:50 by Super
Sprint distance athletes for
a 200-meter swim.

That’s if Mother Nature
cooperates this year. Last
year’s triathlon became a
duathlon after unseason-
able weather cancelled the
swim portion of the event.
The air temperature com-
bined with the cold Tawas
Bay water lead to the po-
tential of hypothermia for
the athletes.

Winds and waves may
have led to potentially
dangerous rip currents in
Tawas Bay in the past as
three of the last 17 triath-
lons became a duathlons
for the athletes who regis-
tered for the event.

The swims will be in
the shallow water area of
Tawas Bay parallel to the
beach at the East Tawas
City Park. The athletes
will each start at the same
point and will eventually
head toward the East Ta-
was State Dock. After the
swim, Olympic distance
athletes will then bike 40
kilometers and finish with
a 10-k run, while Sprint
distance athletes will bike
20 kilometers before end-

ing with a 5-k run. Super
Sprint distance athletes
will bike 10 kilometers
and finish with a one mile
run.

“This is one of our fa-
vorite courses we have, if
not the best one,” Krell said
of the bike course through
the Huron National Forest.

“If you count 20 cars
past the 2-mile mark on
the course it will be very
rare.

“This is smooth sailing
the entire route, nothing
rough out there. Pine tree-
lined course just about the
entire way.”

The transition area be-
tween the swim and bike
legs as well as between
the bike and run portions
of the triathlons is in the

File photo by John Morris
TO THE FOREST - Olympic distance athlete John
Hensler of Clarkston heads out on West State Street
to the Huron National Forest for a 40 kilometer bike
ride.

parking lot along Westover
and Main streets.

The running course is
through the residential
streets of East Tawas.

Last year, Matt Albin,
53, of South Branch, was
the overall winner of the
Olympic distance duath-
lon in 2:20.34. He won
the event the previous two
years, four years ago he
finished second and was
the winner 12 years ago.

Finishing in second for
the distance was Thom-
as McQGuire, 38, of Turner
in 2:26.38 while Matthew
Lewis, 49, of Elkton, was
third in 2:28.41.

The top overall female
was Sophie Chong, 20, of

See Triathlon, Page 6

Editor’s note:

Day and Fourth of July.

2025 Summer Tourist Guide

Editor - John Morris
A publication of the Iosco County News-Herald
and Oscoda Press

This is the third of three summer
publications. The first two were published prior to Memorial

ALWARD’S

Hale, Ml

QualityMeats

MARKET

I TS ALL ABOUT THE BACO

AlwardsMarket.com

AlwardisiBacon

118 S. Washington (M-65), Hale
(989) 728-2315

Welcome to Iosco County

losco County is home to beautiful sparkling Tawas
Bay, where sailboats, fishing craft and jet skis enjoy
natures gift of Lake Huron.

It’s home to Oscoda, where salmon and trout fish-
ermen, canoeists and powerboaters take advantage of
the local lakes and the famous majestic AuSable River:

And it’s home to the western reaches of the county,
which host the heart of the Huron National Forest with
its pristine woods, rivers, lakes and streams.

Summer is short but sweet in losco County and its
residents make the best of it. Here you'll find festivals,
events and celebrations all summer long with restau-
rants, taverns, lodging, marinas, golf courses and
shopping opportunities that you’ll never find at home.

So enjoy yourself. The hospitality s on us.

Minutes North of Oscoda on F-41
YOUR FULL SERVICE MARKET
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mon.-Sat.

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday

Now carrying an expanded — ~&oaa.
selectmn of Dog and Cat Food }. .., S8

Bird and Wllllllie Feen
and can get Animal Feed
upon request

~——

L
Driving Range
Get out and practice
your swing! b e
Convenience Foods * Fresh Produce
Beer * Wine ¢ Liquor ¢ Lotto
4660 F-41, Mikado, Mi
VisA

Phone (989] 305-9819

We have your Building Supplies

From block to ridge cap, we have you covered.

Downtown Hale
989,728.2211

BERNARD

I EUILDING CENTER
Hale, Hillman, Au Gres & Cheboygan bernardbuilding.com

We've been in building supply for a very long time.

We know your time is valuable. We know how important
itis that you get the right materials at a fair price, on
schedule and without hassle. And when the unexpected
happens, as it so often does, we're prepared to help you
find real solutions, as quickly as possible.

This is what we do.
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Autumn at Lumberman’s Monument

LUMBERMAN S MONUMENT The 14-foot Lum-
berman’s Monument stands on a high bank with the
AuSable River providing a scenic backdrop. The
bronze statue of three lumbermen highlights Mich-
igan’s logging history, which was significant for the
development of the state’s economy in the 1800s. It
was dedicated on July 16, 1932.

Photos by
John Morris

ANOTHER VIEW - A short, but scenic side path from the Lumbeman’s Monu-
ment overlook offers another scenic view of Cooke Pond.

DOWN THE STEPS -
The fun part is the 280
steps back up.

EL'S

" 1139 W. Lake St. (US-23), Tawas City * (989) 362-6900 &

CUT TO ORDER FRESH MEATS
\ + 6 Varieties of Jerky
+ 2 Varieties of Smoked Brats - Varieties of Cheese

Andy’s Meat Sticks (Reg. & Peppercheese)

Andy’s Smoked Meats: * Hudsonville
urkey Breast * Double Smoked Bacon Ice Cream
Half Fryer ¢ Pulled Pork * Fresh Produce
Smoked Shanks * Amish 2 Ib. Roll Butter|

PACKAGED LIQUOR Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
BEER ¢ WINE * LOTTERY  Sun.11am.5pm.

s i i i "
American Products installed by Local Labor

/ ONE DAY ROOFING SERVICE ¢ LICENSED ¢ INSURED

Senior Discount
Free Estimates 989-362-0896

1094 W. Lake St., Tawas City
tawasroofing@outlook.com

A FALL VIEW AWAITS
— The Wanigan is a repli-
ca of a floating cook
shack that followed the
AuSable River logging
drives, pictured here at
Cooke Pond.

A variety of Milk, Dark, White,
and 70% Chocolate

- Caramels, Nut Clusters
* Homemade Marshmallows
* Fresh Dipped Fruit
« Caramel Apples
» Custom Orders, Special Events
- Coffee Bar & Lemonade
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Labor Day Arts and Crafts Show is set

TAWAS CITY - The
Tawas Area Chamber of
Commerce will host its
annual Labor Day Arts
and Crafts Show Saturday,
Aug. 30 and Sunday, Aug.
31 at Shoreline Park in Ta-
was City.

Now in its 34th year, the

show traditionally hosts
more than 100 booths of
handmade arts and crafts.
Whatever your interests
— from paintings, photog-
raphy, leather goods, and
home décor items to jewel-
ry, clothing, furniture and
delicious food items such

as salsa, fudge, spices,
nuts and kettle corn, you
are certain to find it at this
year’s show in Tawas City.

Show hours are from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 30 and from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Sunday, Aug.
31.

Women'’s softball tournament is Sept. 6-7

EAST TAWAS — The
54th annual Tawas Wom-
en’s Invitational Softball
Tournament will be held
Sept. 6-7, the weekend af-
ter Labor Day.

Also known as the Bill

Walsh Memorial Tour-
nament, it will be held at
Dewey Durant Park in
East Tawas. Using a dou-
ble elimination format,
the event is an Amateur
Softball Association open-

class tournament and has
attracted teams from not
only Michigan, but the
Great Lakes area and Can-
ada. Proceeds from con-
cessions go toward Special
Olympics.

e Hlollyhock Emporium
> I:onsmnmem Clothing ~ '
New & Gently Used Apparel

’ﬂ._..

N Locally Made Artisan Prmlm:ts

‘1’233 Find Great Gift ltems or g
- 'somelllmg Special for Yours !,

Dock.

NATURE’S PALETTE - Although our region is called the Sunrise Side, we
have some pretty awesome sunsets too! This photo was taken during a recent
spectacular October evening while fishing for walleye on the East Tawas State

File photo by John Morris

Our
Flavors

Old Faghion Dill =
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3K We serve delicious food in
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Haus-made Craft Beer,
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‘Wine, Mead, & Cider

Delicious Entrees, Smoked Meats,
Hand-Pattied Burgers, Artisan Pizzas,
Special Daily Features, and more

Food-Allergy &Mégan Friendly!
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WINDOW & DOOR
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I

I
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1
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coupon

We Install: Windows,
Entry Doors &  smmoeververoscrisa

Garage Doors. ]Ea'e-l/a&ce

Call for a Free Estimate.

Our Harrisville Location Offers Installed Sales of Windows, Entry Doors & Garage Doors,

(seaso Kitchen & Bath Showroom, and Flooring.  75ul/afue Hardware&JUST ASKRENTAL CENTER

Memoria
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; File photo by Gaylynn Brenoel

. NEW ACTIVITIES — The owners of Native Amusements returned to Oscoda

BEST BEARDS — In tlf élig}(ll(ﬁioolryly gcgg‘;rinBlflrsngsl for their third year at Paul Bunyan Days, where they offered up some new ac-

YA, ¢ivities for both adults and children. The popular carnival company continually

upgrades and adds new rides for its family-friendly midway, which is shown here
during the festivities at Furtaw Field this past weekend.

six bearded contestants vied for the honor of “Best
Beard” during the 2024 festival. Last year’s winner
was Matt Shaughnessy, who is pictured here at right,
alongside the contest’s runner up, Jim Spry.

Paul Bunyan Days return
to Furtaw Field Sept. 12-14

OSCODA - Furtaw cludes a craft show, pie

(] it Center.
(Hale Hardare Dot Center)

Paint

Lawn & Garden Housewares Licenses

Field in Oscoda is the site eating contest, car show, Plumbing _ Paint LP Fills * Rec Gas_
for the 2025 Paul Bunyan carnival rides, food, drink, Heating Major Appliances  Small Engine Repair
Days, Sept. 12-14 and lumberjack shows geetical i Rental
ays, ep . . _] | .. @mmrm Sportlng Goods STIHL
The Oscoda-AuS- For more information, Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. * Sun. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Amamesan

able Chamber of Com- call 989-739-7322 or email
merce-sponsored event director@oscodachamber.
features family fun. It in- com.

& 989-728-9581 ¢« halehardware.com J

GREENBUSH MARKET

J Convenience Store & Gas

R ANT Pizza + Nachos
NSNS Fresh Deli Sandwiches
« Regular & Rec Gas __ &Salads
g. Live Bait Quality Fresh Brewed Coffee
" . Fresh Ground and Blended Daily
: ~ + Beer, Wine & Liguor
File photo by * Cigarettes & Ice - Dairy
: _ Gaylynn Brenoel Tobacco Products Ice Cream - Produce
S CARVER - Earning sec- :
: ond place honors for his * Rutomotive Grocery Items
File photo by Gaylynn Brenoel white pine carvins. was
EYE-CATCHING ENTRIES - Car show enthusiasts Eil Spk,pala_ 0r§g’mal- 2436 S0uth US-23  989-724-3064
explored an array of antique cars and trucks, during ly from Romania, he now Greenbush
the third and final day of the latest Paul Bunyan Days resides in Imlay élty Open 7 Days A Week
Festival.
0 N\

.Tmal)' 3 Your
A pic Boy

Flavor 6_9’ in East Tawas

HAGLUND’S

OscopA - HARRISVILLE - ALPENA

Hunting and Fishing Supplies . ua]ity That = 18
GUNS - BUY - SELL - TRADE Make 74 Cut SEETT
- T THE ORTCINAL
Husqvarna ,,“ OB
oo pesamaLam Gt . [ [Npanded FHEE S COURGER
Tillers, Blowers, Trimmersand’More! ’ Fislling I.ine 5 — -

‘\ :-’ L} 5 “' .-‘ "" i
il %ﬁ ',' 5 7 ! / i , 1
Special 4 ol LY o e : y ; P
P"clng f— Ehjoy premiumthand-cut’steaksyprime'rib, b A H
come in for "‘“ fresh seafood and chef’s specials prepared to Dally Specials, Adult Shakes, Coffee
perfection for a classic steak house experience. & Liquor, Beer & Wine also available!

For Reservations Please Call (989) 362-5321 1222 E. US-23 East Tawas (989) 362-4403

Small Engine Repair-Servici iy
M) /A | I Northwoods! @ Big Boy

State and Nationally Certified |G- " V' Steal: House & Wine Bar in East Tawas

r

|

|

Technicians to Serve You Best 2R 0 * I
Hunting Supplies * Fishing Tackle and Supplies I
Hunting & Fishing Licenses |

|

k

We Specialize in “Old Fashioned Customer Service” as it should be! *offer excludes alcohol. Exp. 12/30/25 , | . *offer excludes alcohol. Exp. 12/30/25 |

k Since 1987 J - O O S S S S S S S e . I O O O O S S S B S .
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TRIATHLON

Continued from Page 2

Troy and finished sixth
overall in 2:43.09. In sec-
ond place was Lisa McMa-
naman, 59, of Bad Axe in
3:08.07 and Maria Stapert,
44, of Grand Rapids was
third in 3:11.47.

Locally, Joshua Jor-
dan, 40, of National City,
finished 15th overall in
2:54.56.

In the Sprint duathlon
distance, Micah Zuhl, 46,
of Bay City was first in
1:10:02, Cameron Green,
26, of Indianapolis, Ind.
was second in 1:11.01 and
Jeff Lemmer, 58, of Rock-
wood was third in 1:17.50.

For the women in the
same distance, finishing
first was Susan Newmyer,
52, of Gladwin, in 1:20.59
and finished sixth overall,

File photos by John Morris
OLYMPIC WINNERS - Matt Albin of South
Branch and Sophie Chong of Troy won their respec-
tive Olympic distance events last year.

File photo by John Morris

INTO THE WATER - Sprint distance female athletes head into Tawas Bay for the
500-kilometer swim portion of their triathlon event.

Or financing
starting at
0% for 36 months”

ON SELECT 2024 SWITCH MODELS

TAWAS BAY MARINE & CYCLE
1690 E US 23 East Tawas

Corinne Bilacic, 34, of Ta-
was City finished second
in 1:22.28 and Lacey Jor-
dan, 34, of Tawas City was
third in 1:24.42.

Brad Kloska, 45, of East
Tawas, finished 27th in
1:32.38.

The top three finishers
in the Sprint distance were
Kevin Moran, 37, of South

Lyon in 1:34.08, Craig Mc-
Manaman of Bad Axe in
1:42.02 and Pam Munder-
loh of Saint Louis 1:45:30.

Larry Jones of Howell
won the Sprint aquabike in
35:10 and the Sprint Rich-
ard Fawaz relay team won
the Sprint distance team
event in 1:29.15.

7

RANBON
Yaldens

Serving National City Since 1937

\.

N8 11am-10 pm.

1539 S. National City Rd., National City
(989) 756-2611

\
Wed.-Sat.

Sunday
11a.m.-8 p.m.

oehonk

7

*/~ FUSION

7’ Jewelry Boutique
The Ultimate Fashion Experience

Bling Purses * Jewelry * Accessories

Fusion]J ewelryBouthue .com
\ 130 Newman Street, East Tawas ° (989) 362-5499 )

OLE'S ™

APPLIANCE & HOME FURNISHINGS

215 W. Lake St., Tawas City * (989) 305-6700
SAME DAY, NEXT DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE

WWW.COLESAPPLIANCE.COM

SOURCE"’

Our Menu Got a

Delicious Makeover'

Stop in to find

your new
favorite meal.

Check out our
facebook page!

Ask us ahout Catering your next event!
BooR Your Holiday party at
the AuSable Inn

(989) 569-3363
Hours: Wed.-Mon. Noon-10 p.m.

Tues. Closed
AuSable Inn River View
600 S. State St., Oscoda, MI
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Of lighthouse keepers and birdwatchers

by Lucy Baker
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources

EAST TAWAS — The sun was
already perched high above Lake
Huron when I stepped through
the mayfly-covered screen door
of the keepers’ quarters, down
three creaky steps and into my
first day as lighthouse keeper at
Tawas Point in Iosco County.

My keeper duties were not set
to begin until noon, so I decided
to spend my first free hours ex-
ploring my new temporary home
on foot.

I knew what to expect going
into my two-week-long shift
as keeper. I am a student in the
Great Lakes Writers Corps at the
University of Michigan.

I would be giving lighthouse
tours to upwards of 50 visitors
a day, doing research about
the Great Lakes for one of my
college classes, and hopefully
spending some time recovering
from and reflecting on my soph-
omore year of college, which had
ended only a week before this
new adventure began.

What I didn’t expect, though,
were the birdwatchers. The big-
gest tourism season along Great
Lakes beaches unofficially be-
gins on Memorial Day.

With it being two weeks pri-
or to that, I was surprised to
see hundreds of people already
walking past the lighthouse and
strolling the beaches that morn-
ing.
Birdwatchers, or “birders,”’
flocked by the thousands to
Tawas Point during the whole
month of May, many traveling
from out of state to attend the an-
nual Tawas Birding Festival. The
peak of bird migration typically
occurs during the third week of
May, my first week as keeper.

Although the water’s edge
of the fourth-largest lake in the
world, Lake Huron, was over 200
yards to my left, I could still hear
the waves clearly. Their rhyth-
mic crashing and the early sum-
mer sun reminded me of some of
my most pleasant memories of
childhood, where I would spend
all day in Lake Michigan swim-
ming and surfing almost every
warm summer day.

The other, more visible body
of water — Tawas Bay — sat quiet-
ly and calmly only a few yards to
my right. The point is technical-
ly surrounded by the same body
of water, but the east and west
sides have completely different
temperaments.

The path I planned to walk
split Tawas Point down the mid-
dle, and it conveniently began
only a few steps away from the
back door of the lighthouse.

The point itself extends south
out into Lake Huron for about
2 miles and marks the north-
ern edge of Saginaw Bay. The
southernmost half of the point
is a state park managed by the
Michigan Department of Natu-
ral Resources. The Sandy Hook
Nature Trail, which I was set to
explore, winds through the state
park and is carved by the feet of
thousands of visitors from all
over the world every year.

“STOP — PLEASE READ.”
I tend to not be a sign reader,
but this sign that sat at the start
of the trail seemed to have an
important message. It also had
manners. I obliged.

The land that the Sandy Hook
Nature Trail sits on is defined by
the DNR as Primitive Zone —
an underdeveloped recreational
experience. “Pets, bicycles and
unauthorized vehicles are NOT
permitted beyond this point.”

I began to walk.

Young cottonwood and birch
lay ahead of me, lining the trail.
Through the thinnest parts of the
wooded areas there were small
visible patches of wetlands and
beautiful beaches.

It turns out I was a few days
late for the actual birding festi-
val, but right on time for peak

bird migration.

Historically, birdsong has
only served as background noise
to me anytime I’ve gone out-
side or heard it faintly through
my bedroom window as the sun
rises. This is just something you
get used to as a Michigander.

But, as I passed the entry
signs to the trail and continued
my walk, birdsong became all
I could hear. I became aware of
the sound of my own footsteps
on the soft, dirt trail. Heads
turned as I accidentally stepped
on small sticks, creating obvi-
ously unwanted noise. My dad,
an avid outdoorsman, has always
watched birds. His binoculars
and red leather-bound bird iden-
tification book have sat on the
same shelf in our living room for
as long as I can remember.

He has always kept the bird

feeders on our back deck stocked
full of bird seed and simple syr-
up (for the hummingbirds — his
favorite). His email address and
social media handles are all dif-
ferent iterations of the phrase
“finch master.”

All this, yet I've never real-
ly considered him a birdwatch-
er. These people on the point,
though, were birdwatchers.

Many of them would say
that birdwatching is not a mere
hobby, but a lifestyle. Many of
their vacations to Tawas were
planned with the intent to catch
a glimpse of a Cape May warbler
or a white-crowned sparrow.

In athletic shorts and a Uni-
versity of Michigan T-shirt (an
outfit that would usually allow
me to blend in), I felt like I stood

See Lighthouse, Page 8

er that day.

File photo by John Morris
HISTORIC STRUCTURE - Built in 1876, the his-
toric Tawas Point Lighthouse exterior was renovat-
ed by the state in 2002. The lighthouse tower is 67
feet tall and is 16 feet diameter at its base. There’s
85 steps to get to the top of the tower. This pho-
tograph was taken Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2002, the first
night the lighthouse was uplighted by the State of
Michigan, which held a dedication ceremony earli-

Oscoda-A

Chamber of Commerce

=)

uSab

Since 1945!

Thank you for 80 years of giving us
sore arms and full tip jars!

-Marion’s Crew

* Waffle Cones Baked Fresh Daily

* 38+ Flavors of Michigan Made Ice Cream

* Frozen Yogurt, Dairy Free, No Sugar

& Gluten Free Options

* Soft Serve Frozen Custard

* Malts, Shakes, Sundaes, Banana Splits, & More!

* Home Made Belgian Waffle Sundaes!

Last Days of the Season! Hurry in!
We close when the ice cream runs out!

111 East Bay Street - Next to G’s Pizzeria

Open 11 am.-10 p.m. 7 Days A Week

Premium Meats & Seafood

* Poultry * Pork * Lamb * Seafood
* Whitefish * Signature Home-Smoked Bacon
» Submarine Sandwiches ¢ Fresh Deli Sides

* 30+ Varieties of Jerky!

Klenow's Market

BEER * LIQUOR * WINE * LOTTO

Newman Street » East Tawas

989-362-2341
Seruing you since 1900

Septemhber 11at 8 p.m.

Candlelight Service Remembering 9/11
Oscoda Veterans Memorial Park

Septemhber 12-14

Paul Bunyan Days Festivall!
Fri., September 12 4 p.m.-10 p.m.
Sat., September 13 9 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sun., September 14 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
$10 Paul Bunyan Festival Button good
for all 3 Days.

September 20 at 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Quirky Quilters Quilt Guide, Harvest of Quilts
W Richardson Elementary School
\ ' October 4 at 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

24th Annual Oscoda Lions Club
Fall Festival Arts & Craft Show

December 6 at 3-8 p.m.

N/ Northern Lights Winter Wonderland Festivities
T Parade 6-7 p.m.

OscodaChamher.com

Information 989-739-7322
4440 N. US-23, Oscoda

116 Newman St.
East Tawas, MI 48730
989.362.3437

From furniture to fashion & everything in between

O’Connor’s of East Tawas MI
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LIGHTHOUSE

Continued from Page 7

out. The people around me wore
camouflage, countless shades of
tan and binoculars around their
necks.

Some of them walked slow-
ly, but most of them stood still,
their necks craned and their eyes
peering through spotting scopes
or cameras.

With my naked, non-bird-
watcher eyes, it was hard to spot
any birds nestled in the dense
trees. Barely audible whispers,
points toward rustles in leaves
or a set of wings above, and a
few helpful tips from some kind
birders on the trail helped me
identify a few birds, though.

I learned to identify a mag-
nolia warbler by its yellow belly,
a piping plover by the distinct
black mark on its forehead, and
a double-crested cormorant by
its size and matte black appear-
ance. “Monarchs of the Marsh.”
Again, I'm not a sign reader, but
at the leisurely pace I was trav-
eling, this sign about halfway
down the trail seemed like a
good place to pause the interrup-
tions my footsteps were causing
the birders.

The point, it turns out, pro-
vides a perfect home for monarch
butterflies. The fragrant flowers
of the common milkweed, which
find a home on the marshy point,
are the only sources of food for
monarchs.

This rugged, sun-bleached
sign was the first thing that
helped me understand that this
mere 200-acre chunk of land
is more ecologically important
than I ever could have imagined.

It also serves as a refuge for
white-tailed deer, red foxes,
snakes and countless more crea-
tures that call Michigan home.

By the time I reached the end

of the point, which looked out
into the vibrant blue waters of
Saginaw Bay, I understood why
Tawas Point is nicknamed the
Cape Cod of the Midwest.

I also passed at least 300 peo-
ple who were there just to watch
birds. Some of them traveled
in groups, some alone, but they
rarely talked. They just admired
the birds, and I admired them for
their commitment.

With each step, I questioned
their lifestyle less and less.

Being out on the point was
immersive — a brief, indescrib-
able escape from the worries
of life. I felt as much a part of
nature out there as I'm sure a
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cottonwood does. I realized, as
I sat on a weathered bench half-
way buried in sand, that maybe
birdwatching is actually not just
about looking at birds. It’s more
about feeling connected, wheth-
er it be to the birds, to nature or
to one another.

“In 2007, Tawas Point was
designated by BirdLife Interna-
tional and the National Audubon
Society as an Important Bird
Area,” a sign at the end of the
trail read.

This small yet mighty piece
of land is part of a global net-
work of key sites used to protect
bird biodiversity. It’s just a small
link in an immense chain of in-
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terconnectedness, acting as an
important corridor for migrating
songbirds, shorebirds and water-
fowl each spring.

Around noon, after I had
walked the trail back to the
lighthouse and done some light
cleaning of the lighthouse muse-
um, it was time for the first visi-
tors to arrive and time for me to
host my first tour.

My keeper nametag, Tawas
Point Lighthouse T-shirt, and

walkie-talkie strapped to my
waistband let everyone know I
was an expert.

All T knew so far, though,
was that the lighthouse was built
in 1876. The rest of my facts I

-
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would read out of a binder pro-
vided by the DNR. However,
over the next few days, I was
quickly able to answer even the
most obscure questions about the
lighthouse and point.

I was told in training to ex-
pect around 15-20 people per
group, that each tour would start
on the hour and that the last tour
would begin at 4 p.m.

That Wednesday, only eight
people came to tour the light-
house.

They were all birders.

Learn more about Tawas
Point State Park and Lighthouse
at Michigan.gov/TawasPoint.
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e SEPTEMBER
Freﬂ%ﬁamh Program, Tawas Statéhrﬁ.lght House
Country Concert Fundraiser, Tawas Bay Ice Arena
The Tasty Tour of Tawas, Hos!ed by Quota of losco County
Develop losco Quarterly Meeting, Warrior Pavilion, Oscoda
Fish Dinner, American Legion
TC Library Book Sale

Arts & Craft Show
Shoreline Park, Tms City

Vintage Market, Brugger’s Plaza LIS

Michigan’s Haunted Lighthouses, losco County Historical Museum Satl.;aday’ Au5g

Murder Mystery Dinner, The Buckhorn Inn a.m. P :
| 'BBQ Pork Dinner, American Legion Sunday, August 31st -,
¥ Murder Mystery Dinner, The Buckhorn Inn 10 a.m. -4 p.m*~ i

OCTOBER

Customer Appreciation Days, Downtown East Tawas
Tawas Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting
Chillers & Chuckles, Reader’s Theatre, Buckhorn Inn
Harvest Festival, Tawas Point State Park

Tawas Area ™
Chamber of Commerce™
Annual Golf Outing

Craft Show, American Legion

Fall Community Concert Band Concert, Tawas High School Red Hawk Golf Club
Harvest Dinner, American Legion September 18
Pumpkin Carving Event, Downtown East Tawas 5
Halloween Parade & Downtown Trick or Treating WL l’lﬂvﬂl‘s Presents:

Chicago, Teen Edition
November 21, 22, 23
& December 5, 6, 7

Tawas Bay Players Presents:
The Marvelous Wonderettes -
Dream On
October 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26

Northeast Michigan Regional Farm Market
Saturdays - Tawas City

Wednesdays - AuSable/Oscoda
Until the End of October « Weather Permitting

For a complete list of Fall Events please visit www.Tawas.com

NOVEMBER

Empty Bowls, Tawas Bay Art Gallery
Tawas Band Bazaar, Tawas High School
Cider in the Cider, Downtown East Tawas
Family Fun Fair, The Collective

Turkey Trot with Tawas Wellness Warriors
Annual Tree Lighting & Christmas Parade

ﬂawas

AreaChmnberofComnm
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