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ODs on the Rise
BY JARED FORETEK

jforetek@insidenova.com

The courts, police and social services
agencies in Prince William County and
Manassas are all trying to do more to
stem the rise in opioid addiction and
overdoses in the area, but many say it
isn’t enough to combat the easy access
to highly addictive drugs and reverse national trends.
The number of overdoses and overdose
deaths in the Prince William area has been

OVERDOSE

Total overdose deaths in Prince William County and the city of Manassas increased 48% from
2019 to 2020, with most of those related to opioids, including the synthethic fentanyl.
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surging, with the vast majority of them attributed to opioids.
In Prince William, total overdose deaths
shot up from 65 in 2019 to 101 in 2020.
Opioid deaths went from 54 to 88 and
deaths related to fentanyl, a synthetic opioid, jumped from 46 to 82. County police
have not yet compiled statistics for this
year.
In Manassas, the number of reported overdoses rose from 56 in 2019 to 64
in 2020 and was at 57 for the first eight
months of 2021. In all of 2020 there were
10 fatal overdoses in the city. This year

Overdose Deaths

75
50
25
0

2015

2016

Prince William other
overdose deaths

PAGE 5

2017

2018

Prince William
opioid deaths

2019

2020

Manassas total
overdose deaths

A SPLASH OF COLOR

Hungarian artist TakerOne is transforming a drab parking
garage wall at Belmont Bay into a mural representing some of
the wildlife found in the nearby Potomac River, including a butterfly, a frog, a duck and an otter. The three-story mural, nearly
150 feet long, is part of George Mason University’s Potomac
Science Center in the riverfront community. A formal unveiling
PHOTOS BY PAUL LARA | INSIDENOVA
of the work is planned for Saturday.

INSIDE

Read about how the mural came
to be and see more photos
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