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Superintendent outlines
long-term plans as well
BY JARED FORETEK

jforetek@insidenova.com

U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Ryan Loudermilk, a food service specialist, hands out ice cream to Afghan children and families at Marine
Corps Base Quantico on Monday.
LANCE CPL. SCOTT JENKINS

From Afghanistan to Quantico
Refugees begin moving onto base;
agencies work to find housing, jobs
BY JAMES JARVIS AND PAUL LARA

info@insidenova.com

The first of what could be several thousand refugees
from Afghanistan moved into temporary housing on
Marine Corps Base Quantico in Prince William County this week.
The refugees are among more than 120,000 who
were airlifted out of Afghanistan in late August after
the takeover of the Taliban and the withdrawal of the
U.S. military. More than 14,000 of those were flown to
Dulles International Airport and temporarily housed
at the Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly, according to
state and federal government officials.
From there, the refugees are being moved to military
bases around the country, including Quantico, as part
of what is being called Operation Allies Refuge. The
military is providing housing, food, medical care and
other basic needs until the refugees can be resettled
into more permanent accommodations.
Quantico is prepared to accommodate at least 1,000
and possibly as many as 5,000 refugees, Virginia Gov.
Ralph Northam said last week. Marines from the 2nd

NO BULL ABOUT IT!

U.S. Marines with Combat Logistics Battalion 2, 2nd Marine
Logistics Group, escort Afghan refugees into their temporary
housing quarters Sunday at Marine Corps Base Quantico.
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MORE SCHOOL NEWS INSIDE

Marine Expeditionary Force and Marine Corps Base
Quantico prepared lodging on post as arrivals began
Sunday. This includes medical screening and general
support at Camp Upshur, in the northwest corner of
Quantico, just southeast of Nokesville.
The Virginia Department of Social Services will
then work with nongovernmental organizations, such

SOL scores drop dramatically
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LaTanya McDade is starting her first year as Prince
William County’s new school superintendent focused
on two very different tracks.
In the near-term, she faces the day-to-day challenge
of trying to educate almost 90,000 students during a
pandemic. But with hopes to outlast
the pandemic in her current position, she’s also looking farther out at
ways to reshape parts of the division
for the better.
As chief education officer in Chicago, McDade earned praise for
introducing more advanced interLATANYA
national baccalaureate classes to
MCDADE
more students and schools, as well
as overseeing improvements in graduation and dropout rates.
During her final months in Illinois, she also was
a public face of the district’s push to bring students
back into school buildings, an effort that put her in
the middle of tense negotiations with the city’s teach-
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