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ALL SAINTS SCHOOL
Ghersey Anor
Grade: 6
Age: 12

Alternate   Noah Porter

ANTIETAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Nurina Joyowidarbo
Grade: 5
Age: 11

Alternate   Joey Nguyen

ASHLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Imran Rahimi
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Theodore Baker

BALDWIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Jayden Deffo Tchinda
Grade: 3
Age: 9

Alternate   Aksel Moussi

BALDWIN INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
Noreen Lisco
Grade: 6
Age: 11

Alternate   Christopher Onate

BELMONT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Noelle Herchert
Grade: 5
Age: 11

Alternate   Leola Turner

BRISTOW RUN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Ali Ibrahim
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Sadhikaa Cheviry

BUCKLAND MILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Nathan Chen
Grade: 2
Age: 7

Alternate   Noah Park

BULL RUN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Benjamin Stanton
Grade: 6
Age: 13

Alternate   Hrisheet Kalepu

C.A. SINCLAIR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Cassandra Walker
Grade: 3
Age: 9

Alternate   Angelina Lee

COVINGTON - HARPER 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Vincent Perez
Grade: 5
Age: 11

Alternate   Madison Jones

E.H. MARSTELLER MIDDLE SCHOOL
Safwana Ora
Grade: 6
Age: 12

Alternate   Thomas Jensen

ELIZABETH VAUGHAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Abdulai Kamara
Grade: 3
Age: 8

Alternate   Natalia 
Quinteros Ramos 

FEATHERSTONE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Kofi Agyei Barima
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Kaynen Shomo-
Echevarria

GAINESVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Christine Fu
Grade: 6
Age: 11

Alternate   Jonathan Rutz

GEORGE CARR ROUND ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Danika Patel
Grade: 3
Age: 9

Alternate   Derion Arnold

GEORGE G. TYLER ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Roman Mulvihill
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Christian Sanchez

GEORGE P. MULLEN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Zyaire Green
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Tara Childress

GLENKIRK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Thomas Tignor
Grade: 5
Age: 11

Alternate   Safal Nepal

Top spellers to face off at regional bee March 4
Over 50 of the region’s top spellers will compete 

in the 47th annual Prince William Regional Spelling 
Bee on Tuesday, March 4, including the second- and 
fourth-place finishers from last year’s bee. 

The young spellers, representing schools across 
Prince William County and the cities of Manassas and 
Manassas Park, will compete for the right to represent 
the community at the Scripps National Spelling Bee in 
late May.

The spellers, pictured on these two pages, all won 
elementary or middle school spelling bees or home-
school association bees to advance to the regional 

bee, presented by InsideNoVa/Prince William and the 
Bel-Air Woman’s Club.

Tuesday’s regional bee will be at Gar-Field High 
School at 7 p.m. and is open to the public. Admission 
is free. The event will be covered by InsideNoVa, with 
complete details and photos online and in next week’s 
edition of InsideNoVa/Prince William.

Two-time defending champion Siya Sampath is 
not competing this year, as she was eliminated in the 
Ronald Reagan Middle School Bee by Amaanat Ban-
wait, who finished fourth in last year’s regional bee. 
Sampath, who is the alternate speller from Reagan 

Middle, previously advanced to the regional bee from 
J.W. Alvey Elementary School.

Also returning this year is last year’s runner-up, 
Saranna KC of Pennington Traditional School. 

Three 7-year-olds are competing in this year’s bee: 
Nathan Chen of Buckland Mills Elementary School, 
Rishaan Ahuja of J.W. Alvey and Heela Kaakar of John 
D. Jenkins Elementary School. Two 8-year-olds and 
six 9-year-olds are also competing. 

The competition is open to students through the 
eighth grade.

GRACE E. METZ MIDDLE SCHOOL
Charlotte Vargas
Grade: 8
Age: 13

Alternate   Navjot Kaur

GRAVELY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Liam Greenstreet
Grade: 4
Age: 10

Alternate   Nameh Chahal

HAYMARKET ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Francesca Bernarte
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Gavin Salanick

HENDERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Nisha Sagar
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Lilah Sadiq

HERBERT J. SAUNDERS MIDDLE SCHOOL
Rifah Tasnia
Grade: 6
Age: 11

Alternate   Joanna Johnson

HOPE (HOME ORGANIZATION OF 
PARENT EDUCATORS)

Magnolia Bailey 
Grade: 8
Age: 12

Alternate   Faith Irving 

INNOVATION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Muhammad Ibrahim 
Kakar
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Sarah Bajracharya

J.W. ALVEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Rishaan Ahuja
Grade: 2
Age: 7

Alternate   Krish Bagul

JENNIE DEAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Leopold McKenzy 
Ibanez
Grade: 4
Age: 10

Alternate   Yassir Ait Ait Abbou

JOHN D. JENKINS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Heela Kaakar
Grade: 2
Age: 7

Alternate   Zaiden Lockhart

LAKE RIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Shayaan Pervez
Grade: 8
Age: 14

Alternate   Eileen Torrez Muriel

MARUMSCO HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Aaliyah Cotton
Grade: 5
Age: 11

Alternate   Maeya 
Chithpravongsa

MARY G. PORTER TRADITIONAL SCHOOL
Arush Adhikari
Grade: 6
Age: 11

Alternate   Umamah Peracha

MAYFIELD INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
Hiyan Joshi
Grade: 6
Age: 11

MINNIEVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Muluwork Samson
Grade: 4
Age: 9

Alternate   Natasha Morales 
Diaz 

MONTCLAIR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Kaelani Tuazon
Grade: 3
Age: 9

Alternate   Oliana Tola

MOUNTAIN VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Omar Nadeem
Grade: 4
Age: 9

Alternate   Rhea Khaler

OCCOQUAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Leila Chao
Grade: 4
Age: 10

Alternate   Muhammad Khan

PENN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Nafia Billah
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Joseph Shiferaw

PENNINGTON TRADITIONAL SCHOOL
Saranna KC
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Arsema Hailu

PINEY BRANCH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Aashmi Nori
Grade: 5
Age: 11

Alternate   Nahyaan Rehman

POTOMAC VIEW ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Henry Rivas Robles
Grade: 5
Age: 11

Alternate   Adan Ramirez

RICHARD C. HAYDON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Elias Martinez-Johnson
Grade: 3
Age: 9

Alternate   Luke Costis

RIPPON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Jacob Poetzman
Grade: 8
Age: 13

Alternate   Jennah Ali

ROCKLEDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Sebastian Arias-Vargas
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Sierra Owczar

RONALD W. REAGAN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

Amaanat Banwait
Grade: 7
Age: 13

Alternate   Siya Sampath

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS SCHOOL
Lily MacDougall
Grade: 7
Age: 12

Alternate   Edward Holt

SUDLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Gaurav Khadka
Grade: 3
Age: 8

Alternate   T. J. MacKay

THE NOKESVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Oliver Moore
Grade: 8
Age: 13

Alternate   Abby Moyers

THE NOKESVILLE SCHOOL
Connor Kelly
Grade: 5
Age: 10

Alternate   Austin Ashbrook

THURGOOD MARSHALL ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Orion Jakakas
Grade: 5
Age: 11

Alternate   Kyle Hawkins

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Aurora Van Camp
Grade: 4
Age: 10

Alternate   Grace Suzanne Libby

WEEMS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Caden Jacobs
Grade: 4
Age: 10

Alternate   Aiden Medrano-
Estrada
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