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KIDS EAT FREE

SAT, AUG 3

7:00 PM VS.

KIDS 14 & UNDER EAT FREE WITH PAID TICKET

BUY TICKETS AT FeverBasketball.com

TEAIRA MCCOWAN #15

KELSEY MITCHELL #0 SHENISE JOHNSON #42

By BEN LASHAR
benjaminl@indyrecorder.com

Two years ago, there were three majority Black Boy Scouts 
troops with just 23 members in Marion County. Today, more 
than 300 Black youth are members of 12 majority Black troops. 
That growth is a result of an initiative of Crossroads of America 
Council in Central Indiana, the regional body that governs 
Marion County troops, to attract more Black boys — and girls.
“Knowing how diffi cult it is to recruit older youth into the pro-

gram, those are leaps and bounds,” Bryant Marion, Crossroad’s 
inclusiveness director, said. 

By TYLER FENWICK and BEN LASHAR

tylerf@indyrecorder.com
benjaminl@indyrecorder.com

Multiple Democratic candidates for president at-
tended the National Urban League Annual Confer-
ence July 25 and July 26 to make their case to voters 

for why they should become the party’s nominee for 
the 2020 election. 

Former Vice President Joe Biden, Sens. Cory 
Booker and Amy Klobuchar, Rep. Tim Ryan and 
John Delaney spoke on July 25.

The next day, South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg, 

Local pastor 
donates sword 
to Smithsonian 

By BEN LASHAR
benjaminl@indyrecorder.com

When Wendell Chinn graduated from Prairie View A&M, a 
historically Black college and university (HBCU), he didn’t re-
alize he made history — twice. Chinn was in the fi rst four-year 

Buttigieg to speak at 
NAACP annual banquet

By BRANDON A. PERRY
 
Members of the Greater Indianapolis 

Branch of the NAACP will be joined by presi-
dential candidate and South Bend Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg for their 50th Freedom Fund 
Banquet.

Buttigieg will serve as keynote speaker for 
the celebration, which will be Oct. 4 at the 
Indianapolis Marriott downtown. The Free-
dom Fund Banquet is the organization’s larg-
est annual fundraiser and networking event. 
“The Greater Indianapolis NAACP empow-
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Presidential candidates take the 
stage at National Urban League 

Annual Conference

Democratic presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe Biden, right, gestures while 
speaking as Marc Morial, president of the National Urban League, listens during the National Urban 
League Conference July 25 in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)

The passing of a husband, 
father, social activist — a 
warrior for social justice

Wendell Chinn donated a Mameluke sword to the Smith-
sonian National Museum of African American History and 
Culture. Chinn handed the sword to a group of Prairie 
View A&M University Navy veterans, who passed it down 
to the university’s president. The sword was then given 
to the assistant curator of the museum. (Photo provided)

By Michael Saahir and Taqwa 
Siddeeq

Over 400 people gathered 
July 30 at Martin University 
to pay their respects and offer 

“janazah” (the Islamic funeral 
prayers) to longtime com-
munity activist, educator and 
Muslim leader, Muhammad 
Siddeeq, who passed away 
July 27 after a spirited 10-year 
battle with myeloma. 

Siddeeq, born Clark Moore to 
James and Hilda Moore, began 
his journey in this world on June 21, 1937 in 
the Hill District of Pittsburgh. As the young-
est of three boys, Jimmy Wayne and Ronald, 
his older brothers, often described him as 
intelligent and determined beyond his years, 
even in childhood.

Mourners from all walks of life joined with 
Siddeeq’s wife, Fareedah, his children and 
their families and a large number of Siddeeq’s 
extended family to honor his many contribu-
tions to Indianapolis, and to the other cities 
he lived before Indianapolis, including New 
York City; Buffalo, New York; Washington, 

D.C.; Tallahassee, Florida; and 
his hometown of Pittsburgh. 
Muhammad Siddeeq was 
the father of 22 children, 82 
grandchildren and 39 great-
grandchildren.

Attendees included Con-
gressman André Carson, 
former State Sen. Billie Breaux, 
religious leaders of many 
faiths, noted Atlanta devel-
oper Noel Khalil and many 
other local community leaders 
and clergy. Several students 
of Imam W. D. Mohammed 

shared memories and expressed their heart-
felt condolences. Siddeeq — an energetic and 
ardent Imam — was also an avid student and 
longtime supporter of Imam W. D. Moham-
med’s leadership 

Minister Akbar Muhammad represented 
Minister Louis Farrakhan of the Nation of 
Islam. All three men (Siddeeq, Farrakhan and 
Akbar) were members of the original Nation 
of Islam. Farrakhan sent words expressing 
a mutual love and admiration that he and 

New initiative recruits more Black youth for Boy Scouts

As part of its initiative to reach out to more African American youth, Crossroads of 
America Council in Central Indiana, the regional body that governs Marion County 
troops, held a breakfast encouraging community members to sponsor Boy Scouts 
troops. (Photo provided)

See SIDDEEQ, A9 ®

Mayor Pete Buttigieg 

Muhammad Siddeeq


