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County Moves
Ahead on Retail
Of Cannabis in

South Livermore

By Aly Brown

REGIONAL — At this
week’s Alameda County
Transportation and Planning
Commission meeting, the
supervisors showed a pref-
erence for a cannabis retail
operation in South Livermore
rather than North Livermore.
During the Nov. 2 meet-
ing, the Commission di-
rected staff to proceed with
bringing the draft ordinance
amendments of the County
Ordinance Code to the Plan-
ning Commission and subse-
quently to the full Board for
consideration. The proposed
amendments would allow the
remaining unallocated can-
nabis retail permit to be made
available in East County for a
“boutique” operation.
Currently, the Alameda
County Ordinance Code
allows a maximum of five
permits for cannabis retail
in unincorporated Alameda
County. The two allowed in
East County were already
issued through a Request for
Proposal (RFP) process. Three

(See CANNABIS, page 8)

Accusations and
Denials Arise Over
Bond Sale Plans
For Delta Tunnel

By Ron McNicoll

REGIONAL — A declara-
tion suit filed in Superior
Court in Sacramento by at-
torneys for some of the lead-
ing environmental groups in
America accuses the Cali-
fornia Department of Water
Resources (DWR) of trying
to prevent anyone in Califor-
nia from filing a court action
challenging the bonds after
the bond sales are underway.

Referring to the DWR’s
court filing in August, the
environmental groups’ Oct.
29 suit says it amounts to
the DWR writing a “blank
check” to finance the project.

The controversy is con-
nected to the financing of
a single tunnel that would
be built under the Delta for
35 miles. The tunnel would
make it easier for the state
to bypass sensitive times for
spawning Delta fish so wa-
ter can be pumped to water
agencies without harming

(See TUNNEL, page 8)

COVID Impact Stalls
Zone 7 Fee Increase
By Ron McNicoll

REGIONAL — With a slow-
down in construction during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Zone 7 Water Agen-
cy Board voted to block a
scheduled increase in water
connection fees in 2021.

At its Oct. 21 virtual
meeting, the board decided
unanimously that it won’t be
raising the water connection
fee by 1.7%, as it had fore-
cast last year. The agency
sets a schedule for future
raises, based on an analysis
of projected water demand
every three to five years.

The board’s vote adopted
its Finance Committee rec-
ommendation to freeze the
rates. Board Vice President
Angela Ramirez-Holmes
said she brought up the fee
freeze at the committee
meeting.

“I see our community
struggling in terms of de-
velopment and housing,”
Ramirez-Holmes said.
“Also, our projects here at
Zone 7 are down as well. In
the past, our increases have

(See ZONE 7, page 8)

Joshua Taburaza of Dublin cast his ballot at the Fallon Middle School polling
place, on Nov. 3. The gymnasium was used for in-person voting and ballot drop off.
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Precinct reports showed
David Haubert taking the
lead for the District 1 su-
pervisorial seat with 52.77%
of the votes as of 11 p.m.
Tuesday.

Haubert and opponent

other key issues that would
address included the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, affordable
housing and smart growth,
homelessness and traffic.
He also strongly supported
Measure X, which will fund

Vinnie Bacon sparred in
public debates on topics
ranging from affordable
housing and development to
transportation and campaign
funding.

As part of his campaign,
Haubert — the outgoing
Dublin mayor — devel-
oped an 18-Point Social
Justice Plan focused on
taking action to address
social justice issues within
the county. He outlined

fire services if passed in the
election. As of 11 p.m. on
election night, Measure X
showed 51.87% “yes” votes.

Haubert serves on the
Alameda County Trans-
portation Commission, the
Livermore-Amador Valley
Transportation Authority,
and the Alameda Coun-
ty Local Area Formation
Commission (LAFCo).
He earned an undergradu-
ate degree in finance from

David Haubert Positioned to Become Supervisor

California State University,
Northridge, and then an
MBA from UCLA.

In a previous interview
with The Independent, he
noted that during his time as
mayor, he balanced the city
budget for eight consecutive

In a previous interview with The Independent, he noted
that during his time as mayor, he balanced the city
budget for eight consecutive years and built up reserves
for the rainy-day fund — all without cuts to service.

years and built up reserves
for the rainy-day fund —
all without cuts to service.
He said he’s proud to have
brought more than 750 new
jobs and 150 new businesses
to the city, in addition to
adding six new community
parks, including an aquatics
center, building two school
sites in the Dublin Unified
School District, and pre-
serving over 1,750 acres of
open space.

Early reports on election
night showed that Melisssa
Hernandez, Bob Woerner
and Karla Brown had se-
cured substantial victories
over their opponents in the
Tri-Valley's mayoral races.
Dublin

In the bid for mayor of
Dublin, Councilmember
Melissa Hernandez landed
52.47% of the votes. Current
Vice Mayor Arun Goel fol-
lowed with 37.94%. Regina
Pangelinan was third with
9.35%.

Hernandez works on
outgoing Alameda County
Supervisor Scott Haggerty’s
staff in the area of health
care and human services.
She was endorsed by several
other county supervisors, as
well as Congressman Eric
Swalwell, and the Alameda
County Democratic Party.
She has represented Dublin
on various regional agen-

cies, including Valley Link,
Wheels, East Bay Com-
munity Energy and county
Stop Waste.
Livermore

Mony Nop and Woerner
vied for the Livermore may-
oral seat.

Woerner, the current
vice mayor of the city, took
66.49% of the vote. Nop
received 33.23%.

“Congratulations to Brit-
tini Kiick and Bob Carling
on their district elections
to the city council,” Wo-
erner said. “I am looking
forward to working with
them and Trish Munro in
the coming years to help our
community. I am sincerely
grateful to all those who
contributed resources, time
and endorsements to my own
campaign for mayor. I deeply
appreciate all the help and
expertise of the campaign
team volunteers who made

By Jeff Garberson

REGIONAL — A former
senior member of the Clin-
ton White House last week
gave her views on how to
bring greater equity and op-
portunity to Americans of all
backgrounds.

Maria Echaveste, deputy
chief of staff for President
Bill Clinton from 1998
through 2001, discussed
the topics as part of the Rae
Dorough Speaker Series.
These talks are traditionally
presented to live audiences in
Livermore’s Bankhead The-
ater but have been streamed
over the internet during the

Clinton Advisor Tackles Equity Issues
During Rae Dorough Speaker Series

pandemic.

Today, Echaveste is
president and CEO of the
Opportunity Institute, a
Berkeley-based organization
that has been described as a
“research-oriented nonprofit
focusing on education policy
and economic mobility.”

For the discussion, she
was interviewed by Don
Johnston, a member of the
Speaker Series board.

In her remarks, she ex-
pressed dismay over divi-
sions that have separated
Anmericans despite their clear
interest in similar or even

(See EQUITY, page 8)

Hernandez, Woerner, Brown in Mayoral Seat Lead

my success in this election
possible. I especially want to
acknowledge the support and
encouragement of my wife,
Nova Starling.”
Pleasanton

In Pleasanton, the race for
mayor ended with Council-
member Karla Brown lead-
ing at 47.73 % and Council-
member Jerry Pentin netting
35.64% of the vote.

“I am very proud of the
voters and residents that are
ready for a change in Pleas-
anton’s leadership,” said
Brown. “With well over 100
volunteers, my supporters
formed a grassroots army
working on my campaign by
contributing to social media,
walking their own neigh-
borhoods to distribute door
hangers, helping at Farmer’s
Market or installing yard
signs. Together, we are a
winning team with a goal of
a better Pleasanton ahead.”

Pleasanton City Council candidate Jack B

Planners Showed Early
Concerns for Solar Project

By David Chircop

REGIONAL — From the
get-go, Alameda County
planners were concerned
that a proposal to build the
county’s largest solar power
utility development in North
Livermore included imper-
missible conflicts with the
county’s general plan. This
is what can be learned from
recently released emails.

County email correspon-
dence and other documents
obtained through a California
Public Records Act request
show that as recently as
mid-August, county planners
continued to voice concerns
about the appropriateness
of the 410-acre Aramis pro-
posal, which if approved,
would establish a controver-
sial precedent.

“T absolutely disagree that
this project — especially
considering its size — is in
conformance with the ECAP
(East County Area Plan) poli-
cies or zoning ordinances, or

is compatible with ag in gen-
eral,” wrote Bruce Jensen, a
senior planner, in an Aug.
13 email.

Jensen shared his assess-
ment with County Planning
Director Albert Lopez and
other planners following his
review of the Aramis Draft
Environmental Impact Re-
port that was being prepared
for public release.

“Nothing in any docu-
ment anticipates a land use
of this magnitude across
North Livermore or Moun-
tain House, and in fact, must
be read so loosely so as to
ignore the spirit and intent
of the policies,” Jensen con-
tinued. “Their analysis does
not pass the laugh test to me.”

The Aramis developer,
Intersect Power, contends
its project squares with the
General Plan and its only
conflict with Measure D can
be avoided through a feasible
project alternative evaluated

(See SOLAR, page 8)

2020 Election Results

(As of press time, Tuesday, 11 p.m.)
See updated results at www.independentnews.com

15th Congressional
District:

Eric Swalwell: 73.93%
Alison Hayden: 26.07%

7th Senatorial District:
Steve Glazer: 68.79%
Julie Mobley: 31.21%

16th Assembly District:
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan: 68.98%
Joseph A. Rubay: 31.02%

1st Supervisorial District:
David Haubert: 52.67%
Vinnie Bacon: 47.07%

Alameda Superior
Court Judge:

Elena Condes: 56.21%
Mark Fickes: 43.37%

Dublin Mayor:

Melissa Hernandez: 52.47%
Arun Goel: 37.94%

Regina Pangelinan: 9.35

Dublin Council:

Sherry Hu: 27.22%

Michael McCorriston: 17.16%
Dawn Plants: 13.05%

Sri Muppidi: 11.19%

Samir Qureshi: 10.64%
Kashef Qaadri: 7.24%
Shawn Costello: 5.16%

Razi Hasni: 4.71%

Lucrecia Deleon: 3.43%

Dublin Unified

School District:

Gabi Blackman: 71.73%
Kristin Pelham: 62.07%
Dawn Nwamuo: 37.64%
Michael Utsumi: 28.11%

Livermore Mayor:
Bob Woerner: 66.49%
Mony Nop: 33.23%

Livermore Council:
Brittni Kiick: 61.62%
Peter Patterson: 38.17%

|

alch partnered with Salt Craft to thank his

Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District:
Kristie Wang: 27.55%
Yanira Guzman: 21.56%
Kandiss Hewing: 17.17%
Charles Rogge: 16.82%
Asa Strout: 16.68%

Livermore Area Recreation
& Park District:

Jan Palajac: 26.14%

James Boswell: 24.53%

Mike Ralph: 18.09%

Stacey Swanson: 17.55%
Richard Tarbell: 13.55%

Pleasanton Mayor:
Karla Brown: 47.73%
Jerry Pentin: 35.64%
Monith llavarasan: 9.33%
Druthi Ghanta: 4.91%
Tom Turpel: 2.16%

Pleasanton Council:
Valerie Arkin: 24%
Jack Balch: 22.15%
Nancy Allen: 20.68%
Randy Brown: 11.28%
Zarina Kizilglu: 8.51%
Chiman Lee: 7.31%
Jarod Buna: 5.92%

Pleasanton Unified
School District:

Steve Maher: 30.17%
Mary Jo Carreon: 20.08%
Kelly Mokashi: 18.63%
Jamie Yee: 17.48%
Chong Wang: 13.45%

District 5 BART Board:
John McPartland: 37.79%
Steven Dunbar: 33.55%
Mike Wallace: 28.45%

Measure V:
70.37% Yes, 29.63% No

Measure W:
51.07% Yes, 48.93% No

Measure X:
68.3% Yes, 31,7% No

supporters with chocolate chip cookies and milk on Election Night. (Photo - Doug

Jorgensen)
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PET OF THE WEEK

The swoop of her tail, the curve of her back and
the arch of her ears will bring style and grace to
your home. This artful two-year-old female cat is

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

not only available for special occasions but any

time you want a lap warmer! While Valley Humane
Society remains closed during shelter-in-place,
adoptions are coordinated by appointment. Contact

info@valleyhumane.org for more information.

(Photo - Valley Humane Society / K. Caughell)
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Christian Youth Theater (CYT) is a branch of a popular after-school theater arts training program for students
ages 4 to 18. Since its founding in 1980, CYT has grown to be the largest youth theater program in the nation,
with branches across the country training thousands of students a year. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Theater Group to Hold Virtual Performances During COVID

By Dawnmarie Fehr

Alocal youth performing
arts group has found a way
for the show to go on in the
Tri-Valley.

Christian Youth Theater
(CYT) - an after-school
theater arts training program
for children ages 4 to 18 —is
gearing up to stream two live
shows this month. This is the
group’s first time streaming
live shows, but everyone is
excited for the new experi-
ence.

Actor Sean Flanagin, 15,
said the whole group will
work together to keep the
energy level high.

“In acting for theater, a
lot of the energy in a per-
formance comes from the
audience, and that helps
feed the actors,” Sean said.
“Now that we won’t have an
audience, it will be a little bit
different ... the actors who
aren’t in that specific scene
will be our audience.”

Sean joined CYT three
years ago and said the group
has helped him open up and
become more confident. He
is acting in both streamed
shows, “All I Really Need
to Know, I Learned in Kin-
dergarten” and “Our Place.”

“These two shows focus
on personal connections
and shared spaces,” said
Michelle Flanagin, a parent
volunteer with CYT. “We
are setting up the streaming
capabilities; we are finding
out about all this wonderful
technology to get these great
plays out and hopefully hit
a lot of people from differ-
ent states. We want to get
them some good bang for
their buck, and they can sit
on their couch and be enter-
tained.”

Michelle is devoted to
supporting the organization
that has made her son bloom
and appreciates the posi-
tive atmosphere the group
creates.

Kristin Baer-Werder is
serving as director of both
shows. She said acting in
front of a camera is not the
only new thing the group
will experience as they per-
form this month.

“These are our first
straight plays that aren’t
musicals,” Werder said. “We
have not yet done a straight
play, so it’s a big change for
the kids, but I have loved it,
and our kids are really rising
to the occasion.”

With the need for a strong
singing voice eliminated,
Werder said many of the
students who were relegated
to supporting roles in previ-
ous shows could audition
for lead roles. As the group
members tackle rehearsals
in open spaces, they are
working on delving into
their characters and grow-
ing as actors — a major shift
Werder said is exciting to
watch.

CYT was founded in
1980 to develop character
and creativity in kids. The
Tri-Valley chapter formed
six years ago, putting on
its first show in 2015. The
yearly calendar consists of
three 10-week sessions in
the fall, winter and spring,
each with classes and per-
formances.

Michelle said CYT is a
family affair, with siblings
pitching in and parents vol-
unteering to do everything
from set and costume de-
sign to help with painting.
Actors learn to apply their
own makeup, and everyone
has a hand in the backstage
support work. Through it
all, the kids have overcome
the challenge of staging live

musicals and persevering in
the face of a pandemic.

“We have overcome CO-
VID,” she said Michelle.
“We started with online
classes and activities; we
did an online musical in the
spring that was just for us;
we did two in-person camps
during the summer with
social-distancing and masks;
we did a huge talent-a-thon
... this group is amazing.”

Tracy Whitney is the
founding artistic director of
CYT and still serves on the
board of directors. She be-
came involved because she
values the group’s mission.

“CYT is about the en-
tire family,” said Whitney.
“When kids audition for the
shows, a family member has
to sign up along with them to
be on a productions team ...
so they are owning a part of
this production and working
on it together. It's things like
that that bring in a common
goal within the family; that
is just beautiful.”

CYT’s live shows will be
streamed Nov. 20 to 22. For
schedules, tickets, or more
information, call 925-421-
1351, visit cyttrivalley.org
or email TriValley @cyt.org.

Senior Program

By Ruth Roberts

For nearly 40 years, the
Friendly Visitor Program
has helped homebound se-
niors stay active and en-
gaged.

Now, the decades old
organization is looking for
a little help of its own.

“We are very much in
need of volunteers, especial-
ly now,” said Pam Silliman,
Friendly Visitor coordinator.
“With the pandemic, every-
thing immediately went to
no-contact, and we have had
to revamp the program to ac-
commodate those changes.”

Friendly Visitors oper-
ates under the umbrella
of the far-reaching Senior
Support Program of the
Tri-Valley. It’s an indepen-
dent, nonprofit organization,
serving those 60 and over
throughout Dublin, Liver-
more, Pleasanton and Sunol.
Funded in part by the Al-
ameda Area on Aging, with
additional support from the
participating cities it serves,
the premise of the Friendly
Visitor Program is to reach
out to cloistered seniors in
need of a kind voice.

Friendly Visitors are
asked to commit to visiting
their clients for one hour a
week, though many offer

Seeks Additional Volunteers During Pandemic

additional time. Activities
can include shopping and
running errands with their
clients, reading aloud or just
simply visiting. But since
the coronavirus shutdown
in March, protocols for
the program have changed
dramatically, and for elderly
individuals accustomed to
the in-person meetings, it
has been difficult.

“I have one volunteer
that would take her senior
to the movies every week,
which was so lovely, but
with the pandemic, that has
all had to stop,” said Silli-
man. “So now what we are
looking for are volunteers
willing to spend a couple of
hours a week on the phone
with clients, checking in and
giving them whatever help
and reassurance they can
during these difficult times.”

Cleo is a 102-year-old
Tri-Valley resident who has
been with the organization
for 12 years. Spry and full
of good humor and enthusi-
asm, Cleo said the changes
in the program since CO-
VID-19 have been challeng-
ing, yet she remains upbeat,
positive and grateful for her
Friendly Visitor.

“The biggest thing of
all that the senior support

people have done is they
have helped me feel inde-
pendent in my own home,”
said Cleo. “To feel that in-
dependence is a wonderful,
wonderful thing.”

Although Cleo has not
been off her property since
the pandemic began, she
does have daughters nearby
who check on her, but hav-
ing the additional support
of the program chases away
some of the depression and
fear.

“My mind is ok, my hear-
ing is good. and I’'m very
blessed,” she said. “When
the pandemic started, and I
was asked if I needed food
or anything, it felt awfully
good to know someone was
checking on you. They have
added so much to my life.”

Until pandemic protocols
are lifted, Silliman said the
program will continue with
telephone check-ins, hand-
written letters sent via the
post office, as the majority
of their clients are with-
out internet or computers,
and good, old-fashioned,
neighborly support. With
additional case workers on
hand to spot clients who
might be struggling with
isolation or depression, Sil-
liman believes the Friendly

Senior LLNL Manager Named VP of General Atomics

Anantha Krishnan, Law-
rence Livermore National
Laboratory’s (LLNL) as-
sociate director for engi-
neering, was named senior
vice president of the Energy
Group at General Atomics,
an international defense and
technology company based
in San Diego.

Krishnan was already
leaving LLNL, having made
plans to retire at the end of
last month, when General
Atomics named him to the
senior position starting in
November.

As LLNL associate
director for engineering,
Krishnan managed an or-
ganization of 2,200 em-
ployees, the largest in the
laboratory. He was named
associate director in 2014,
after nine years leading a
diverse range of laboratory
efforts, such as counter ter-
rorism, biosecurity, additive
manufacturing, and nano-
technology. He also played
an active role in diversity
and education programs.

Krishnan worked as a
program manager in the De-

fense Advanced Research
Projects Agency before
joining LLNL in 2005. He
has a Ph.D. in mechanical
engineering from MIT.

The General Atomics
Energy Group is a leader
in efforts to control nuclear
fusion energy to generate
electricity. It operates the
largest U.S. magnetic fu-
sion facility, the DIII-D
facility in San Diego, while
also supporting inertial fu-
sion efforts at LLNL and
elsewhere.

Visitor program is meeting
the needs of their over 100
clients; but additional help
is always welcome.

“For our homebound
seniors, the point is to get
them socialization,” said
Silliman. “The majority
do not drive anymore, and
they don't have internet or
computers so really, truly,
the phone calls and cards
and letters are their way of
knowing what’s going on
and that someone out there
cares. Seniors already strug-
gle with a lot of depression
and loneliness, and there is
so much anxiety out there
right now. Friendly Visitors
is helping to bridge the gap
for families who can’t visit
as much right now as they
used to because of restric-
tions. The more help we get
with that, the better.”

For more information on
the Friendly Visitor program
or to become a volunteer,
email psilliman@ssptv.org
or info@ssptv.org or call
925-931-5388.

The pandemic-in-
spired New Deal Theater
will debut its first virtu-
al stage production, “Be-
coming Eleanor Roos-
evelt,” at 8 p.m., on Thurs-
day, Nov. 19.

Written by former Law-
rence Livermore National
Laboratory physicist Wil-
liam Lokke and directed
by Misty Megia, the lo-
cal production will be avail-
able online through Dec.
19.

It features Bay Area
actors Loreigna Martin,
Robyn Grahn and Anita
Viramontes, who will each
play the former First Lady
at different stages of her
life.

Grahn was most recently
seen in Livermore Shake-
speare’s production of “The
Complete Works of William
Shakespeare (abridged)”
and Viramontes was fea-
tured in the Tri Valley Rep-
ertory Theatre’s production
of “In the Heights” at the
Bankhead Theater.

Martin, who plays the
young Eleanor, is a gradu-
ate of the American Musi-
cal and Dramatic Acade-
my’s College of the Perform-
ing Arts and toured in an
international produc-
tion of “Dreamgirls.”

Executive Produc-
er Scott Kenison, who

New Virtual Theater to Debut
Eleanor Roosevelt Production

headed the Tri-Valley-
based production team, said
he was especially inspired
by Eleanor Roosevelt’s
work alongside her hus-
band, President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, during
the Great Depression in the
1930s.

He said the New Deal
Theater was an opportu-
nity “to get artists working
again during these unusual
times which echo the chal-
lenges of that era. It was
a chance to do something
significant and impactful.”

Lokke called Eleanor
Roosevelt “a role model for
today’s woman.”

“This, the real Eleanor
Roosevelt, is the archetypal
21st century fully self-actu-
alized woman,” Lokke said,
“equal to man in her am-
bition and challenges; in-
dustry, commitments and
accomplishments.

Tickets are $10 ($15
for the debut, which in-
cludes a discussion with the
three “Eleanors” after the
show) and can be purchased
at www.newdealtheater.org.

All proceeds will go
to support the artists in-
volved in the production
and local venues that have
been shuttered due to the
pandemic, including the
Bankhead Theater in Liver-
more.

Diversity Book-Sharing Site Opening

The Little Free Library will celebrate the opening of the first
“Read in Color” book-sharing box in Livermore, at 1061
Bellflower St., from 1-3 p.m., on Saturday, Nov. 21.

The nonprofit book-sharing organization says its
nationwide “Read in Color” initiative is intended to promote
books for children that offer perspectives on racism and
social justice, and that celebrate people of color and the

LGBTQ community.

As part of the dedication, Livermore Mayor John Marchand
will give readings at 1:15 and 1:45 p.m.

The dedication is open to the public and face masks are
required.
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Alameda County Middle, High
Schools Given OK to Reopen

Middle schools and high
schools in Alameda County
that have completed a CO-
VID-19 health and safety
plan will be allowed to re-
open for in-person instruc-
tion next week, according
to the county Public Health
Department.

Although COVID-19
continues to be a concern,
the Public Health Depart-
ment said Alameda had
progressed to the “orange,”
or moderate-risk, tier of the
state’s color-coded Blue-
print for a Safer Economy.

The department said “the
sustained stability of local
COVID-19 metrics in Al-
ameda County and the sur-
rounding Bay Area counties
allows us to move to the
next phase of school open-
ing for in-person learning.”

However, the depart-
ment stressed that the “de-
cision and timing of when
to open rests with each
school and school district,
and schools are not required
to open.”

Elementary schools were
allowed to reopen Oct. 13.

2399 evillano Circl

Foothill High School Career Tech Education Department
Chair Joshua Hill (left) and Amador High School
Principal Joshua Butterfield (above) speak during
groundbreaking events at their respective schools.

Pleasanton Unified School District Superin
Board Members Valerie Arkin, Joan Laursen and Mark Miller; Amador Principal Joshua Butterfield;
and Board President Steve Maher break ground for a new Amador Valley High School building.
Both Amador and Foothill high schools celebrated new site developments in events held on Oct. 29.

(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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REALTOR®
925.640.7474
Cal DRE #00959167

REMB Accord

John Boeh Amzigupgrae;thrugoutthisinrdible
PEALTOR®, 4642 sq. ft. beauty! Theback{ard is “One of a Kind"!!
Allon a private 19,216 sq. . ot in a
highly sought after South Livermore Neighborhood.

Call 925.640.7474 | email: johnboehrer@comcast.net

I am honored to have represented this wonderful
family in their first home purchase. They are in their
new home just in time for the holidays.

The Market continues to stay strong.
Contact Leslie for your confidental consulation.
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Dublin Seeks Applicants for Commissions, Committees

The City of Dublin is
seeking applicants to fill
vacancies on the Heritage &
Cultural Arts Commission,
Human Services Commis-
sion, Parks & Commu-
nity Services Commission,
Planning Commission, and
the Senior Center Advisory
Committee.

Dublin residents inter-
ested in serving on one of

the boards must complete
an application. Applica-
tions must be submitted
to the City Clerk's Office
at 100 Civic Plaza by 5:00
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 13.
Postmarks will not be con-
sidered. Applications may
be submitted electronically
or obtained by contacting
the City Clerk's Office at
925-833-6650.

The Mayor recommends
all appointments, subject to
confirmation by the City
Council. Appointments
are four-year terms. It is
anticipated that appoint-
ments will be made at a
meeting of the City Council
in January.

To learn more about each
Commission or Committee
and how to apply, visit

CAPE Inc. to Participate in Food Program

The Community Associa-
tion for Preschool Education
(CAPE Inc.) recently an-
nounced its participation in
the Child and Adult Care
Food Program (CACFP).

The CACFP is available
at a separate charge for meals
served. Free and reduced-
price (F/RP) meals will be
available at participating
centers for children meet-
ing the approved eligibility
criteria (proper case numbers
for households receiving
CalFresh (formerly Food
Stamps), California Work
Opportunity and Responsi-
bility to Kids [CalWORKs],
Food Distribution Program
on Indian Reservations (FD-
PIR), or are enrolled and
meet the low-income criteria
of Head Start or Early Head
Start). Children receiving
these benefits are automati-
cally eligible for free meals.

U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Nondiscrimination
Statement

In accordance with fed-
eral civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regula-
tions and policies, the USDA,
its agencies, offices, and em-
ployees, and institutions par-
ticipating in or administering
USDA programs are pro-
hibited from discriminating
based on race, color, national
origin, sex, disability, age,
or reprisal or retaliation for
prior civil rights activity in
any program or activity con-
ducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabili-
ties who require alternative
means of communication
for program information
(e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign
Language, etc.), should con-
tact the agency (state or lo-
cal) where they applied for
benefits. Individuals who
are deaf, hard of hearing

or have speech disabilities
may contact USDA through
the Federal Relay Service at
800-877-8339. Additionally,
program information may be
made available in languages
other than English.

To file a program com-
plaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found
online at: http://www.ascr.
usda.gov/complaint_fil-
ing_cust.html, and at any
USDA office, or write a let-
ter addressed to USDA and
provide in the letter all of
the information requested in
the form. To request a copy
of the complaint form, call
866-632-9992.

Submit your completed
form or letter to USDA by:
1. Mail: U.S. Department
of Agriculture Office of
the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights 1400 In-
dependence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-

9410

2. Fax: 202-690-7442

3. Email: program.intake @
usda.gov

Meals will be provided at:

Bess Platt Center

1401 Almond Ave.
Livermore

Frederikson Center
7243 Tamarack Drive
Dublin

Jackson Center

560 Jackson Ave.
Livermore

Hill and Dale Center
4150 Dorman Road
Pleasanton

Ormond Center
800 Marilyn Ave.
Livermore

Almond Center
1401 Almond Ave.
Livermore.

To determine household
eligibility, visit http:/bit.ly/
Indy_IncomeScale.

MY BUDDY’S BIKE-SHOP. .

DRE01027778

https://dublin.ca.gov/1962/

FAUGHT
REALTOR® | CRS, SRES®

925.784.7979
Leslie@LeslieFaught.com
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“PIl find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy”
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on our hospice service.

Family Caregiver Education
CLASSES NOW ONLINE!

If you're caring for an elderly family member,
Hope Hospice is here to help with a free
education series, now offered as interactive
classes through Zoom video conference.
The Series is available to anyone in our local
community, even if your family member isn't

HOPE

Hospice & Health Services

16,20 & 24”

KIDS BIKES

AND ADULT
E-BIKES!

FREE Pick Up &
Delivery in the Tri-Valley
Service All Brands & Tial
Skilled Service Technicans.
. cGiaANT
Service Department Open j
No Appointment Necessary. e SANTA
LRUZ

1601-B Railroad Ave, Livermore
Hours: Tues-Sat 10am-6pm
Closed Sundays and Mondays

925.583.5454

mybuddysbikeshop.com

Fall/Winter Schedule
NOV 12  Medicare: An Overview and Update
DEC 10  Living With Dementia: Understanding
Behavior as Communication
JAN 14 Making Decisions About Caregiving
FEB 11 Navigating the Healthcare Environment
and Advocating for Your Loved One
MAR 11 Living With Dementia:

Managing Daily Care

Get class descriptions and register
at HopeHospice.com/family
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Ice sheets and glaciers are shrinking. Ocean rise is accelerating.
Storms grow more intense. Drought dries out fields and forests,
while heat waves and fires threaten human health directly.

There is no longer a serious question that these things are hap-
pening, but there is plenty of debate over details.

How fast are they happening and why? What factors make
them more dangerous? What can we do to slow them down? What
tipping points threaten to speed the process beyond our control?

These questions and many more deserve rigorous study. That’s
why we strongly urge the U.S. Department of Energy to strengthen
its support for the climate program at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL).

Few places are better able to delve deeply into the complexities
of climate change. The laboratory has been a leader in atmo-
spheric research for decades, ever since it developed the world’s
first model of general atmospheric circulation more than half a

The move of a prominent laboratory climate scientist, Ben
Santer, to Colorado reveals something of how this research is
carried out in the age of the internet.

Santer is known for developing methods that identify the finger-

prints of human influence on climate change and analyzing data
shared over the internet. Working from home in recent months,
as most LLNL staff have had to do during the pandemic, meant
dialing up LLNL’s powerful computers. He will do that from a
distance of 1,000 miles as readily as from his former home in

San Ramon.

That will only be true if the Department of Energy continues
its support for the laboratory’s climate research efforts, however.
Over the past two years, across the federal government, from the
Department of Agriculture to the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration, the Trump Administration has taken steps
to discourage climate scientists from reporting legitimate findings.

The administration has removed climate warnings from web-
sites and appointed climate change deniers to positions of author-
ity. Some established climate scientists have become discouraged,
wondering whether their field of research has a future. For talented
young people starting out, the question arises: Why move into
climate research at all?

The politically motivated repression of science must stop for
the sake of the nation and the world. The future health of our
children and grandchildren, generations into the future, is at stake.
The U.S. has long been an international leader in the effort to
understand and limit climate change. And the world needs it to

return to that role.

-
ED ITO R I AI_ Support Climate Research at LLNL

Our planet faces a grave challenge in the coming years as we
deal with the consequences of rapid warming. How will we re-

~
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MAILBOX

Mailbox Guidelines:
Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are
those of the author and do
not necessarily reflect the
opinion of The Independent.
Anonymous letters will not
be published. All letters are
required to have the name(s)
of the person(s) submitting
them, city of residence and
phone number, for verifi-
cation purposes. Abusive
letters may be rejected or
edited. Letters are subject
to verification and may be
edited for clarity at the
discretion of the editor. We
reserve the right to decide
whether or not the letter
will be published. Headings
for all letters may be edited
at the discretion of the edi-
tor to properly reflect their
content. A headline will be
added to letters received
without one. Frequent letter
writers may have publica-
tion of their letters delayed.
Letters must be submitted by
someone living in or from
the Tri-Valley; they must
not offer medical advice
from unconfirmed profes-
sional sources or contain
libelous or inappropriate
content. Letters should be
limited to 400 words or
less and should be sent by
email to letters @indepen-
dentnews.com or submitted
using the form below. To be
considered, letters must be
received by 10 a.m. on the
Tuesday before publication.

Expansion Requires
Amendment
Barry Balanda, Livermore

The Constitution of the
United States describes the
responsibilities of the federal
government.

An amendment to the
Constitution was required to
enable the federal govern-
ment to ban the manufacture
and sale of alcoholic bever-
ages.

The definition of social-
ism I recognize is the control
of all resources, including la-
bor, within the nation, its ter-
ritories and its possessions by
the federal government. Said
resources to be administered
for the benefit of the people.

Such a vast expansion
of federal responsibilities
requires a constitutional
amendment. It is the only
legal way to impose socialism
upon us.

Any other avenue to so-
cialism requires the over-
throw and nullification of the
U.S. Constitution.

Haubert for Supervisor
Scott Haggerty, Livermore

I have faithfully served
Alameda County District 1
for the last 24 years.

Working together, we
have accomplished so much.
We have preserved open
space, protected Alameda
County’s agriculture indus-
try, improved transportation
infrastructure, and cared for
our most vulnerable residents
through food banks, social
services and emergency med-
ical services.

As I retire, it is imperative
that we elect the best possible
replacement. I am proud to
support Mayor David Hau-
bert as the next county super-
visor to represent District 1.

Mayor Haubert is the best
candidate. He knows what
it takes to lead. He has the
respect and endorsement of
the Alameda County Sheriff,
firefighters, law enforce-
ment officers and most of the
mayors in Alameda County.
David cares about and will
work hard for all the people
of District 1, not select areas
or cities. His opponent lacks
all of this.

Please join me in voting
for David Haubert for Alam-
eda County Supervisor.

Solar Energy Policy Forum
- Multiple Perspectives
Ann Brown, Livermore

I greatly appreciate for the
reporting that the Indepen-
dent offers the community
on issues including climate
resilience, renewable energy,
and land use.

Tri-Valley Citizens' Cli-
mate Education hosted a
lively virtual forum, open
to the public, on Oct. 28,
that featured speakers with
a variety of perspectives on
solar energy development
in the Tri-Valley. We would
like to thank the speakers
who shared their slides and
information, and the partici-
pants, who contributed ques-
tions and comments. All are
welcome to view a recording
of the meeting through the
link below.

We thank Dr. Larry Gosse-
lin, Alameda County Agricul-
ture Advisory Committe; JP
Ross, East Bay Community
Energy; Marisa Mitchell,
Aramis Renewable Energy;
David Rounds, Friends of
Livermore; Sue Springer,
Save North Livermore Val-
ley; and Dawn Argula, Liver-
more Valley Chamber of
Commerce.

To view the meeting
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recording, visit https://bit.
ly/3ebqYAt. To join our
mailing list and view fu-
ture events, visit https://bit.
ly/3ebqYAt.

Call Me Optimistic
Patricia Thorstad, Livermore

“I’ll need a good Board of
Directors and the feasibility
to do the work, won’t 1?”

This is the question I
eventually blurted out, when,
walking past with take-out
in downtown Livermore, I
noticed MN/Compass Real
Estate’s office lights on and
was able to ask an important
question to me.

Mony and his clients, who
were a young couple seem-
ingly dealing with the end of
escrow on their new home,
were winding down the con-
versation and edging toward
the door. I felt T could sneak
in a few questions.

Our home will go to my
eldest sister’s eldest son,
Tristan, and the liquid assets,
when my husband and I die, if
any amount of note remains,
I felt, should be planned for.
He enthusiastically congratu-
lated me on thinking of start-
ing a foundation and defini-
tively acknowledged, beside
a business plan, that that is
what I needed to acquire.

I'have been thinking about
why I support Mony for may-
or of Livermore, California,
after this encounter; I knew
he would be approachable,
enthusiastic, and optimistic
for me when I walked up to
him, even as busy as he was.

Call me optimistic and the
election may be over, and, I
hope enthusiastically, that
Livermore has elected Mony
for mayor, because that’s ex-
actly what Livermore needs;
an approachable and optimis-
tic city council and a leader
like Mony to guide them.

Solar Project in North
Livermore
Jean King, Livermore

Climate change is a very
important issue and more
renewable energy is needed,
but we must do it correctly
and where it does the most
good with the least damage.

Solar facility in North
Livermore is not the place
to do it.

Aramis is proposing a
solar facility that will cover
350 acres of a 533-acre site
in north Livermore. The
draft Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) of the plan has
many flaws and omissions
and must be revised to ad-
dress the problems with the
Aramis proposal.

One problem is the pro-
tection during construction
and operations of threatened,
special concern and endan-
gered species, including
the western burrowing owl,
western meadowlark, horned
lark, California red-legged
frog and San Joaquin kit fox.

Most of the area is prime
agricultural land if irrigated
which should not be lost for
agriculture. Other areas are
Resource and Water manage-

ment areas.

Most of the power pro-
duced will go outside the
valley.

Mitigation of damage to
the scenic corridor is not
possible.

There are other problems
also.

There needs to be a policy
and a "least impacts / least
conflicts" land study or map-
ping exercise before any sit-
ing of solar energy facilities
takes place.

Make Your
Thoughts Known
Johnna Thompson, Livermore

Imagine the one-square-
mile campus of Lawrence
Livermore Laboratory cov-
ered in solar panels from
East Avenue to Patterson Pass
Road and Vasco to Green-
ville.

Add in Sandia's campus
as well, and you still won't
have an area as large as that
proposed to be covered by
the two industrial-scale solar
power plants that are pro-
posed to be built on both sides
of North Livermore Avenue,
north of Interstate 580. In
addition to the thousands of
solar panels, there will be
10-story high transmission
towers and scores of trailer-
truck size lithium ion battery
stations.

I consider myself an envi-
ronmentalist and have been
since before the first Earth
Day in 1970. I'm a strong pro-
ponent of renewable energy,
but I don't believe we should
be covering agricultural land
with solar panels. Ideally,
we'd have panels on every
house, business, warehouse,
school, government building,
and parking lot in the built-up
environment, and any in-
dustrial-scale solar facilities
would be sited on land that
is more appropriate for such
uses than the agricultural land
of north Livermore.

Alameda County began a
study nearly a decade ago to
identify land that would be
appropriate for solar facilities
such as the ones proposed
for north Livermore, but
the study has not been com-
pleted. Contra Costa Coun-
ty and Santa Clara County
have completed theirs. At the
very least, Alameda County
should not be considering
approving large-scale solar
facilities until it has identified
the most appropriate places
for them. Instead, there is a
push to approve these two
north Livermore projects
before appropriate sites are
even identified. That seems
like very poor planning to me.

If you agree that north
Livermore agricultural land is
not appropriate for industrial-
scale solar facilities, and that
Alameda County needs to
complete its solar siting study
before approving any large-
scale solar projects, please go
to www.savenorthlivermore.
com to find out how you can
make your thoughts known
to county decision-makers.

East Avenue Corridor
Jan Brovont, Livermore

There will be the second
Zoom meeting regarding
the East Avenue Corridor on
Nov. 12, at 6:30.

Go to the site listed below.
When you click on the RSVP,
it shows options for more
detail at the top. I find the
possible solutions for East
Avenue to be interesting and
informative, especially the
ROAD DIET. Please take a
look and read this, if you are
ever (on) East Avenue.

This is not an appropriate
time to be running this sur-
vey, or even the city thinking
of this, during Covid, when
there are not as many cars
as they normally would be.
Makes the whole survey
defective. Would be easier
when they are working on the
street, but gives inaccurate
information.

I'don’t understand how the
traffic flow will be as good as
it is now, let along better.

Taking away a car lane on
each side of East Avenue will
back up traffic at every stop
light, stop sign, every time a
pedestrian crosses the street,
or homeowner turns left into
their driveway. Especially,
how will the fire trucks be
able to get up and down the
street.

Do we “really” have that
many bicycles on East Av-
enue? Kids don’t walk to and
from school, they are picked
up in a car. Moms with two or
three small children couldn’t
all ride bikes. We must have a
lot of people that either can’t
walk, or step up and down a
curb, because the city has put
in over 8,000 handicapped
curbs, according to Mayor
Marchand. I would (think)
those people would use a
car too. Please go to www.
eastavecorridorstudy.com/
event-details/community-
workshop-2-2.

Solar in Livermore
Christopher O'Brien, Livermore

I appreciate the coverage
the Independent has provided
regarding industrial solar
projects proposed for North
Livermore.

I'm writing regarding Aly
Brown's story about a public
hearing on the projects.

In sum, Ms. Brown's story
failed to mention that, by a
wide margin, the number of
public comments opposed
to the Sunwalker project
exceeded those in favor. This
detail is important for the
public to understand, par-
ticularly in the context of the
project's effort to obtain a
conditional use permit.

Regarding an Oct. 22 East
County Board of Zoning
Adjustments (BZA) review
of the Sunwalker project,
Ms. Brown's story notes,
"The Board ... listen to public
comment both in favor and
against the project." During
the meeting that saw over 500
participants the community...
spoke out both in favor of and
in opposition to these contro-
versial projects."”

What's missing from Ms.
Brown's story is any men-
tion that comments from the
project’s opponents - largely
North Livermore residents -
outnumbered those in favor
of the project, by a margin
of more than 50-1. The fact
that there was far greater
opposition to the project is
a glaring omission from the
story, considering that the
BZA was reviewing whether
the project should receive a
conditional use permit.

The use permit process in-
vites public comment to help
determine whether a project
meets the findings in Alam-
eda County Code Section
17.54.130. Public comment
is encouraged, in large part,
because it is understood that
those living and working near
a project are in the best posi-
tion to understand its impacts.
The findings - which shock-
ingly were not discussed
during the hearing by county
staff or the BZA - are:

The project A) is required
by public need; B) will be
properly related to other
land uses and transportation
service facilities in the vicin-
ity; C) if permitted, will not
materially adversely affect
the health or safety of persons
residing or working in the
vicinity, or be detrimental to
the public welfare or injuri-
ous to property or improve-
ments in the neighborhood;
and D) will not be contrary
to the specific intent clauses
or performance standards
established for the district in
which it is located.

County staff, the BZA and
the Independent must give se-
rious attention to the findings,
and to the fact that the vast
majority of those who have
commented on the project,
do not believe that the project
meets the findings.

The Aramis Solar Project
David M. Rounds, Livermore

When I first heard about
the Aramis solar project, I
found it laughable that county
leadership would believe that
320,000 solar panels in North
Livermore was consistent
with the language and the
intent of Measure D.

More study only served
to reinforce my incredulity
around this development’s
compatibility with Measure
D. Plus, there are many
insufficiencies in the DEIR.
Here is just one example from
the Scenic Route mitigations
proposed in the DEIR.

The DEIR says that scenic
quality will degrade from
high to moderately high and
moderately high to moderate,
depending on which view is
being considered. This deter-
mination is inadequate.

Apparently, the assump-
tion in the DEIR is that the
hills can be seen over the
top of the screening and the
screening is visually attrac-
tive, so the impacts are not
significant. The county's own
description in the DEIR of
Local Visual Character coun-

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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Livermore Man Sentenced to Federal Prison for Threatening Students, Athletes

By Larry Altman

A Livermore man who
told authorities he “some-
times gets angry about his
sports teams” was sentenced
last week in Columbus to
a year and one day in fed-
eral prison for violently
threatening the Ohio State
University and its football
team during a 2018 game
against rival University of
Michigan.

Daniel Lee Rippy, 29, a
Michigan fan, sent a mes-
sage over Facebook about a
half hour into the Nov. 24,
2018, game, which triggered
an immediate investigation
and placed law enforcement
officials at Ohio Stadium in
Columbus on high alert, ac-
cording to court documents
filed in U.S. District Court.

“Your school is going to
get shot the (expletive) up,
and I'm seriously going to

hurt the students and all the
players from the football
team,” Rippy wrote, the
documents said.

That afternoon, the Buck-
eyes scored a touchdown
less than four minutes into
the game to take an early
7-0 lead. About 100,000
people were in the stadium.
As the game progressed and
the score turned ugly for
the Wolverines — who lost
62-39 — Rippy sent several
other threats to injure or kill
players, their family mem-
bers and the head coach,
authorities said.

Rippy’s whereabouts
initially caused great con-
cern for law enforcement
officers, because he grew
up in Michigan. As they in-
vestigated, they determined
he was in Livermore and
did not pose an immediate
danger. However, they also
found that Rippy had posted

similar threats against Gon-
zaga University’s men’s bas-
ketball team on the Spokane,
Washington, college’s main
Facebook page.

“Rippy’s tirade, which
included comments such
as, ‘Yeah and when I get
my hands on the players
from the basketball team
there (sic) going to die one
by one,” ended with Rippy
sending a message to the
school apologizing for his
actions, seeking forgive-
ness and acknowledging the
stupidity of his actions,” the
document said.

Rippy later admitted he
was angry about the out-
come of a basketball game
between Gonzaga and Duke
University. Gonzaga beat
Duke, Rippy’s team.

FBI agents arrested Rip-
py in California in Decem-
ber 2019. He was released
on bond but taken back into

custody after he failed to
appear for a court hearing.
U.S. Marshals took him to
Columbus.

On Sept. 26, 2019, a
federal grand jury in Co-
lumbus charged Rippy with
one count of transmitting
a threat in interstate com-
merce. Rippy pleaded guilty
in July.

Rippy could have faced
up to five years in prison
and a $250,000 fine, but As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Jessica
Knight sought 15 months. In
her sentencing memoran-
dum to the judge, Knight
wrote, “Rippy’s anger and
frustration at the loss of his
sports teams went beyond
the usual shouting at the
television as the clock ticks
down the final seconds that
many of us experience.”.

“Rippy’s rage was trans-
mitted thousands of miles
— from California to Co-

lumbus, Ohio — where his
threatening words caused
panic for law enforcement,”
prosecutors said.

In addition to impos-
ing the 12-month sentence
on Oct. 27, Chief Judge
Algenon Marbley ordered
Rippy to spend three years
on supervised release.

According to the Knight’s
memo, Rippy had a “good
upbringing” in Michigan,
but became dependent on
marijuana. At 18, he be-
gan accumulating criminal
convictions, including a
domestic assault, providing
false information to a police
officer, and failing to obey a
police officer’s lawful order.

Rippy moved to Liver-
more when he turned 27.
He worked in fast-food, but
was unable to maintain a
residence, Knight’s docu-
ment said.

Chris Hoffman, spe-

Quest Science Center to Host Four Women

Quest Science Center, a
nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to connecting everyone
to the value of science, is
hosting a live-stream event
for business leaders, educa-
tors, parents and students on
Dec. 1, from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

The event, Paving the
Way: A Virtual Conversa-
tion, will feature a former
White House advisor, an
innovator with 69 patents,
an award-winning educator,
and a STEM and drug-safety
advocate, sharing stories and
perspective to inspire the next
generation of scientists and
engineers. The conversation,

moderated by Quest Advisory
Board member and former
journalist Susan Houghton,
will reveal the panelists’
paths to STEM careers and
how they overcame obstacles.
They will also provide in-
sights to help attendees pre-
pare young people to make
a bigger impact when they
enter the workforce, gain the
skills they need for success,
and help prevent stereotypes
and other barriers from get-
ting in the way.

“The Tri-Valley is home
to more than 450 technology
companies that need the next
generation of scientists and

engineers to fill jobs of the
future,” said Amy Aines,
Quest Board member and
co-author of Championing
Science. “Quest is excited
to have these accomplished,
multi- generational STEM
advocates share their stories
and inspire students to stay
interested in science and
consider STEM careers. We
hope families will enjoy this
event together!”

Speakers include Patricia
Falcone, the deputy labora-
tory director for science and
technology at Lawrence
Livermore National Labora-

in Science and Technology

tory (LLNL); Nan Ho, the
dean of science, technology,
engineering, and mathemat-
ics at Las Positas College
(LPC); Camille Schrier,
Miss America 2020 and the
first to perform a science
experiment on stage; and
Jayshree Seth, a corporate
scientist and innovator with
69 patents who leads Ap-
plied Technology Develop-
ment projects for Industrial
Adhesives and Tapes Divi-
sion at 3M.

Tickets are free for stu-
dents and $15 for general
admission. Proceeds sup-

East Bay Alliance Reaches Out to Support Manufacturers

The East Bay Economic
Development Alliance is
partnering with California
Manufacturing Technol-
ogy Consulting to provide
support to manufacturers
affected by COVID-19.

East Bay EDA said it
will work with CMTC and
members of the nonprofit
company’s California Man-

ufacturing Network to help
affected business navigate
the challenges presented
by the pandemic, including
direct consulting, webinars,
and virtual peer groups at no
cost to the manufacturers.
“We recognize the criti-
cal importance of manu-
facturing companies in our
region and are committed

to ensuring that they have
access to resources that
can help them sustain their
current operations and be
positioned for continued fu-
ture success,” said Stephen
Baiter, executive director of
the East Bay EDA.

Baiter said the goal is
to meet with manufactur-
ers throughout the region
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ters this assumption.

The grasslands sweeping
up to the hills with occa-
sional oak trees, cows and
buildings is what make this
a unique scenic route. The
very act of putting solar pan-
els covering the grasslands
renders it impossible for the
Aramis project to mitigate
the significant impact to the
scenic corridor. If putting
up a screen of trees and
shrubs to "hide" the pan-
els is considered adequate
mitigation, then Highway
880, back when the median
and shoulders were covered
with oleanders, must have
been considered a scenic
corridor too.

This draft EIR does not
mitigate the visual impacts,
because it is impossible to do
so for this type of develop-
ment on this unique land-
scape. And there are options
in East Alameda County for
solar development that do
not involve covering sce-
nic corridors and preserved
agricultural land with solar
panels.

The recent study conduct-
ed by an expert solar siting
company for the Friends of
Livermore identified sig-
nificant areas of opportunity
for both utility scale and
distributed solar projects.
Specifically, this study iden-
tified 16 parcels that could be
grouped into three distinct
areas totaling 756 acres
with space for a potential of
over 135MW of solar power.
None of these parcels are on
land that is protected and
scenic like North Livermore.
Additionally, five parcels of
developed land totaling 233
acres were identified with
the potential to produce over
38MW of distributed energy.

The county should be
looking for solar energy so-
lutions on already developed
or marginal land, not in the
North Livermore Valley.

How Desperate is
Haubert?
Carol Silva, Livermore

As I write this letter, the
deadline for the election
will soon end, so I don’t
know who will be elected
to District 1 of the Alameda
County Board of Supervi-

sors. I voted for Vinnie
Bacon.

David Haubert has stated
lies and misrepresentations
of his opponent, Vinnie Ba-
con. On Vinnie Bacon’s
website, there is a tab titled
“Correcting the Record,”
which corrects Haubert’s
lies.

I have noticed that politi-
cal signs supporting Vinnie
Bacon have disappeared.
This past weekend (Oct.
31 - Nov. 1), I noticed that
some of the signs that I had
placed for Vinnie Bacon
have been moved and have
been obscured to traffic by
Haubert’s signs now being
placed on both sides of Vin-
nie Bacon’s signs.

I assume that Haubert

directed his paid contractors
or volunteers to do this. It is
incredible how low Haubert
will stoop to lie about Vin-
nie’s record and have Vin-
nie Bacon’s signs removed,
moved, and obscured. Hau-
bert is a desperate man who
I pray will not be elected
as a supervisor in Alameda
County.

I feel the same way about
our corrupt president, as he
wants to be known as “the
law and order president,”
and pray that he will not be
re-elected president. It’s
ironic that the politicians
doing the mudslinging are
usually the individuals do-
ing those unethical actions
that they claim that their
opponent is doing.
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www.missingmanministry.org/campaign-of-caring.html

to identify and understand
their specific needs, chal-
lenges, and opportunities,
and provide them with as-
sistance for recovery and
growth.

The effort is being
funded through the federal
CARES Act.

port Quest Science Cen-
ter community programs
and outreach. To register,
visit https://bit.ly/34KSD8q.
For more information, visit,
quest-science.org

cial agent in charge of the
FBI’s Cincinnati office, said
threats like Rippy made are
investigated by the Joint
Terrorism Task Force and
“result in significant conse-
quences.”

In asking the judge for
a strong sentence, Knight
wrote that Rippy’s fate
should serve as a deterrent
to him and others.

“The sentence imposed
must also serve to reign in
the boldness of keyboard
warriors who think that
hiding behind a computer
screen or cellular telephone
gives them permission to
send threatening and crimi-
nal communications,” she
said.

Reed
Plumbing
Company

Livermore, CA
(925) 371-5671

davidreed@dareedplumbing.com
LIC #601931

YRRE,E, R S

AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING
926-447-8000

www.millersacandheating.com

SERVING
SINGE
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License
#253756
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*° Estate Wines

OPEN FOR
WINE TASTING &

BOTTLE SALES.

RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY!

Please visit our website to reserve.

Retzlaff Vineyards.com

Call to learn

about Sebacia,

FDA approved laser
treatment

for nodulocystic

acne instead of

Accutane.

Dr. William Ting,
Board Certified Dermatologist and Mohs Micrographic Surgeon

CALIFORNIA DERMATOLOGY CARE
Advanced Care with a Personal Touch

A place where beauty and healthy skin meet.
We are dedicated to Medical, Cosmetic and Surgical Dermatology.
A place for medical skin consultation, aesthetic rejuvenation and face
& body contouring. Visit us online for an extensive list of procedures,
treatments, product lines, lasers and therapies offered.
www.DrWilliamTing.com Schedule your consultation appointment today!

MD

NEW LIVERMORE LOCATION
Text/Call 925-328-0255 for APPT

Livermore, 48 Fenton Street

Text: 925-328-0255
Office: 925-359-6255

San Ramon, 2262 Camino Ramon
Text/Phone: 925-328-0255

Email: staff@CalDermCare.com | www.DrWilliamTing.com n
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. fMissing Man Ministry provides assistance to families

following the loss of a husband or father,
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: Missing Man Ministry
5424 Sunol Blvd, Ste 10-107,
MISSIN-G MaN MinisTRY  Pleasanton, CA 94566 -7705

ddoyle@missingmanministry.org 925.399.5473
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@ Spread the word to your neighbors, friends and anybody
- ‘you think would be interested in supporting our mission.

"Contrlbute financially yourself, or as a family.
elect us on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com)

" You shop, Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible
- AmazonSmile purchases.
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Proud fur-parents show off their four-legged companions at the East Bay SPCA, Dublin, Meow and Howl-O-
Ween Drive Thru, on Oct. 31. The event was complete with candy for the kids and treats for the pets. At top,
Cierra Wedd shows off pup Sydney, seen sporting a hot dog costume. Volunteers Lauren Chen and Nika Perartee
hand out goodies (bottom left), while a fun-loving kitty goes for a cruise. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Safeway Agrees to Pay $140,000 Fine for Price Violations

Pleasanton-based Safe-
way has agreed to pay more
than $140,000 to settle a
complaint that it violated
Gov. Newsom’s executive
order against charging “un-
conscionably excessive”
prices during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The complaint was
brought by the Alameda
County and Contra Costa
County district attorney
offices, which will each
receive $38,000 for future
consumer-protection efforts,
along with another $2,500
each to recover the cost of
the Safeway investigation.

The remaining $61,000
will be paid into a trust
fund managed by the state
for consumer protection
investigations.

Safeway, which oper-
ates more than 500 grocery
stores in California, did not
admit any wrongdoing in the
settlement.

The executive order, is-
sued on April 3, prohibited
retailers from marking up
the price of any products
introduced after Feb. 4 by
more than 50%.

The complaint focused
on two products that Safe-
way introduced at the start
of the pandemic when some
products became hard to
find -- Raff Distillerie Hand
Sanitizer and Ocean Fresh
Pump Gel Hand Sanitizer.

According to the com-
plaint, Safeway paid $3.68
per unit for Raff Distillerie,
which it then sold for $5.99,
or 47 cents more than the

allowable mark-up. The
store paid $5.99 per unit
for Ocean Fresh, which it
then sold for $9.99, or $1.01
more than allowed. Safe-
way sold more than 22,000
bottle of Raff Distillerie
and 65,000 bottles of Ocean
Fresh at those prices.

Contra Costa District At-
torney Diana Becton, whose
office received the original
consumer complaint, said
the joint investigation with
Alameda County did not
find any other pricing viola-
tions at Safeway. She added
that Safeway immediately
lowered the cost of the hand
sanitizers when the issue
was brought to the com-
pany’s attention.

However, she noted that
Safeway was selling the san-

Your Daily
Online Local
News.

itizers at inflated prices at
the same time public health
officials were urging people
to use them to help prevent
the spread of COVID-19.

“The violations at issue
here are serious by their very
nature,” Becton said. “Little
can be more serious than a
violation of a governor’s
emergency order during a
state of emergency. The on-
going pandemic has affected
the lives and personal hy-
giene practices of millions
of people in California.”

As part of the settlement,
Safeway also agreed to im-
plement a process within 30
days to ensure that all price
increases in its California
stores comply with govern-
ment mandates during a
state of emergency.
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18th Annual Independent Watchdog Committee

Report to the PUDIIC o

Measure B and Measure BB Sales Tax Activities

Measure B and Measure BB Funded Programs

The IWC concludes that 2000 Measure B

and 2014 Measure BB tax dollars were spent
in accordance with the intent of the two
measures during FY2018-19, except as noted
on the last page of the full report. However,
opportunities for improvement remain.

$150.3 million in FY2018-19.

General Administration

Direct Program and Project
$1.7 million

Management and Oversight
$0.7 million

J

Local
Transportation
$43.0 million

Public
Transportation
$49.6 million

FY2018-19 Measure B
Project and Program Expenditures

Alameda CTC e

In November 2000, Alameda County voters approved Measure B, which extended the County’s
1986 half-cent transportation sales tax to 2022 and set forth a 20-year Expenditure Plan to enhance
the County’s transportation system. 2000 Measure B also established a Citizens Watchdog
Committee (CWC) to review all Measure B expenditures for compliance with the Expenditure Plan.

In November 2014, Alameda County voters
approved Measure BB, which increased the
County’s half-cent tfransportation sales tfax to
one full cent, extended the tax through 2045
and set forth a 30-year Expenditure Plan for
essential fransportation improvements in every
city throughout the County.

The 2014 Measure BB established an Independent Watchdog Committee (IWC) that reports its
findings annually fo the public to ensure appropriate use of sales fax funds and provides oversight
by reviewing Measure B expenditures and Measure BB expenditures and performance measures.
The IWC replaced and assumed responsibility for CWC activities in July 2015. The IWC does not
opine on other funds the Alameda CTC manages and/or programs. This 18th annual report
reviews expenditures and IWC activities during the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019 (FY2018-19).
The full report is available at www.AlamedaCTC.org/IWC2020Report.

Summary of Revenues and Expenditures

The Alameda County Transportation Commission (Alameda CTC) is responsible for
administering the Measure B and Measure BB transportation sales tax measures. In FY2018-19,
Measure B revenues for Alameda CTC totaled $167.2 million, and audited expenditures totaled
$151.3 million. Measure BB revenues totaled $166.8 million, and audited expenditures totaled

General Administration  Direct Program and Project

$3.6 milion Management and Oversight
$1.6 million
Community . ‘
Development Grants Freight and Economic
$6.3 million Development Grants
N 2 $0.1 million

Technology
Grants
$0.1 million

Local
Transportation
$46.0 million

Public
Transportation
$57.3 million

FY2018-19 Measure BB
Project and Program Expenditures

1111 Broadway, Suite 800, Oakland, CA 94607 « 510.208.7400 = www.AlamedaCTC.org

Alameda CTC allocates approximately 60 percent of Measure B and 65 percent
of Measure BB funds on a monthly basis to programs by formula and through
competitive grants to Alameda County, cities and fransit agencies for allowable
tfransportation needs.

In FY2018-19, Alameda CTC expended $90.9 million in Measure B funds and
$94.5 million in Measure BB funds on programs, including local streets and roads,
mass fransit, special tfransportation for seniors and people with disabilities,
bicycle and pedestrian safety and other investments, and freight and
economic, community, and technology development.

Measure B and Measure BB Funded Projects

Alameda CTC allocates approximately 40 percent of Measure B and 35 percent
of Measure BB funds to capital projects. In FY2018-19, Alameda CTC expended
$31.6 million of 2000 Measure B funds and $51.3 million of 2014 Measure BB funds
on capital projects for transportation infrastructure improvements, such as BART
rail extensions, highway and transit improvements, local street and road
enhancements, infermodal projects and other local projects.

Independent Watchdog Committee Activities

IWC members performed the following activities from July 1, 2018 through
June 30, 2019.

* Ongoing Programs and Capital Projects Monitoring: The IWC monitors specific
programs, capital projects and issues of concern.

Independent Audit of Alameda CTC: The IWC reviews the independent
auditor’s plan for the audit before it begins and reviews the draft audited
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report regarding Measure B and Measure BB
revenues and expenditures.

¢ Audit and Compliance Report Review: The IWC members review audited
financial statements and compliance reports, including performance measures,
received from Measure B and Measure BB direct local distribution (DLD)
recipients to ensure expenditures comply with the requirements in the applicable
Expenditure Plan.

Issues Identification Process: IWC members may request and receive
information if they have concerns regarding Measure B and Measure BB
expenditures. In FY2018-19, the fopics of Measure BB implementing guidelines and
Measure B and Measure BB annual revenues and expenditures were addressed
using this process.

¢ Annual Report to the Public: Each year, the IWC establishes a subcommittee to

How to Get Involved

Independent Watchdog Committee meetings are open to the public. If you
are interested in vacancies on Alameda CTC’s advisory committees, contact
Alameda CTC. Visit www.AlamedaCTC.org or contact the IWC at
IndependentWatchdog@AlamedaCTC.org to learn more.
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Maodan Tohori of Tri-Valley for Black Lives addresses the public after members of the organization placed their
second round of signs at the Tri-Valley Sign Garden at Pleasanton’s Firehouse Arts Center on Nov. 1. At right,
Dublin School Board candidate, Dr. Dawn Nwamuo, places a sign. (Photos - Doug Jorgensen)

Rotarian Foundation Now Accepting Charitable
Grant Applications for Student Scholarships

A weekend bag lunch program for hungry children,
scholarships for girls for Tech Camp, an accessible planting
station for special needs individuals, and a music healing
program for hospital patients are just four of the 14 com-
munity grants distributed by the Rotarian Foundation of
Livermore last year.

Applications are now being accepted for the new fiscal
year.

Three decades ago, the two Rotary Clubs of Livermore
formed the Rotarian Foundation for the purpose of making
substantial charitable gifts to deserving projects within
Livermore’s sphere of influence. Since its establishment as
a tax-exempt qualified charitable fund, the foundation has
grown in value to over $1.8 million. Its investment and do-
nations program will allow the foundation to support major
projects in Livermore for many more years.

The total amount anticipated to be available for grant
awards this year is $60,000; the ‘sweet spot’ for each grant
is in the $3,000 to $5,000 range.

The mission of the Rotarian Foundation of Livermore
is to create opportunities for young people, promote com-
munity service, foster original ideas for new outreach,

and improve the quality of life for the Livermore Valley
community.
Grant applications will be evaluated using the follow-
ing criteria:
* Benefit the youth of Livermore
* Promote community service in Livermore
* Meet an important specific need efficiently
* Provide an enduring and extensive community benefit
» Leverage of the foundation grant through matching sup-
port or volunteer efforts
* Recognize the foundation’s charitable efforts
* Respect the race, creed, and ethnicity of all beneficiaries.

A task force of Rotarians meets to read the applications
and determine the winners. Last year, the grants given
totaled $65,022.

Applications must be received no later than Dec. 7,
2020. If necessary, interviews for award finalists will be
held in February 2021, with the awards being announced
and funded in April 2021. The application and supplemental
information are available at www.rotarianfoundationliver-
more.org.

Women'’s Hall of Fame Inducts 13
Members in Co-Sponsored Event

The Alameda County Women’s Hall of Fame welcomed
13 new members this year in an online celebration on Oct.
30 that included video biographies and a message from
County Administrator Susan S. Muranishi.

Inducted into the Hall of Fame, co-sponsored by the
Alameda County Board of Supervisors and the county
Commission on the Status of Women, were:

Business and Professions — Reign Free

Justice — Sonya L. Smallets

Community Service — Candi Thornton-McCreary
Non-Traditional Careers — Jean Bjork

Culture & Arts — Judith Smith

Philanthropy — Nicole Kyauk

Education — Susan A. Cota

Science, Technology, Engineering — Rashim Mogha
Emerging Leader — Nazineen Kandahar

Sports & Athletics — Teri McKeever
Environment — Fatemeh Shirazi

Youth — Valeria Cruz

Health — Cynthia Carey-Grant

The Women’s Hall of Fame program raises funds to aid
women and families in Alameda County and encourages
education through the Mary V. King “Leading the Way”
Youth Scholarship Fu

Annual Turkey Drop Benefitting Tri-Valley Haven Set for Nov. 22

The fifth Annual Mony
Nop Turkey Drop to ben-
efit Tri-Valley Haven will
be held Sunday, Nov. 22,
in front of the Livermore
City Hall.

Tri-Valley Haven, in
partnership with Mony
Nop Real Estate, is ex-
pected to provide turkeys
and other food for the
Thanksgiving holiday to
more than 1,500 needy
individuals and families

this year.

Nop, a Livermore Real-
tor, was born in Cambodia
and grew up in refugee
camps in Thailand and the
Philippines. He created the
Turkey Drop five years ago
because “I know how it
feels to go to bed hungry.”

“This event is a fun
and simple way for mem-
bers of our community to
give back to those that are
less fortunate during the

holidays,” Nop said. “We
hope that no one will go
to bed hungry during the
holidays.”

Frozen turkeys, along
with gift cards and cash
donations for Tri-Valley
Haven, can be dropped
off at city hall, 1052 S.
Livermore Ave., between
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Tri-
Valley Haven is a nonprofit
organization that focuses
on providing services for

Author to Discuss Writing Historical Fiction

Author Gina Mulligan
will discuss “Writing His-
torical Fiction for a Modern
Reader” during a Zoom
meeting of the Tri-Valley
Writers Club at 2 p.m., Sat-
urday, Nov. 21.

Mulligan, the author of
“Remember the Ladies” and
“From Across the Room,”
stresses that writing histori-
cal fiction is not the same as
writing history and will

explain how to incorpo-
rate historical facts without
sounding like a textbook.
Writers will also learn how
to tackle creating period
characters, language and
dialogue.

In addition to her two
historical novels, Mulligan
is the author of a nonfiction
collection of letters called
“Dear Friend, Letters of
Encouragement, Humor,

and Love for Women with
Breast Cancer.”

The session is open to
the public. Cost is $5 for
members of the Califor-
nia Writers Club, $7 for
non-members, and $3 for
students 14-22. To register,
email president@trivalley-
writers.org by Thursday,
Nov. 19. To pay, go to www.
trivalleywriters.org.

Quarry Lane Receives MIT InvenTeam Grant

A student-faculty team
at the Quarry Lane School
has received a grant from
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology to create a
device that allows coaches
and referees to communicate
more effectively with hear-
ing-impaired high-school
athletes during basketball
games.

Quarry Lane, a private
school in Dublin, was one of
13 high schools nationwide
to receive Lemelson-MIT
InvenTeam grants designed
to spur creation of techno-
logical solutions to real-life
challenges.

Instructors Richard Ong,
Ainsley Laing, and Bora
Shin formed an InvenT-
eam at Quarry Lane last
spring and worked with nine
students over the summer
to prepare a proposal. As
student-athletes themselves,
the team found a common
interest in helping hearing-
Impaired athletes compete.

Collaborating with local
organizations, including
the California School of the
Deaf and Camp Pacifica,
the Quarry Lane InvenTeam
is working on a device to
deliver touch or visual cues

to athletes when triggered
by a coach or referee during
a game.

Over the next several
months, the team will build
a working prototype to be
showcased at a technical
review in February, and
again as a final prototype at
EurekaFest 2021.

Jerome H. Lemelson, a
prolific inventor himself,
founded the Lemelson-MIT
Program in 1994 to inspire
young inventers.

“The InvenTeams pro-
gram represents the future,”
said Leigh Estabrooks, in-
vention education officer for
the program. “We place an
emphasis on STEM-focused
projects to develop interest
in these fields among youth.
With InvenTeams, our pri-
mary goal is to foster high
school students’ passion for
invention, in turn inspiring
them to consider careers in
science, technology, engi-
neering or math.”

The 13 high school In-
venTeams this year received
grants up to $10,000 each.
Other projects include a
device for people using
wheelchairs to better re-
trieve out-of-reach items, a

system to sanitize the boots
of firefighters, a machine to
record police-civilian inter-
action in personal automo-
biles, and a mechanism to
detect embers and actuate a
roof sprinkler system in the
event of a fire.

the victims of domestic
abuse, sexual abuse and
homelessness.

The Mony Nop real es-
tate team will also donate
$5 to Tri-Valley Haven for
every turkey dropped off
by the community.

To learn more about the

turkey drop, or to donate |

to Tri-Valley Haven, go to
www.trivalleyhaven.org or
email Christine@trivalley-
haven.org.
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SOLAR

(Continued from first page)

in the environmental impact
report (EIR).

The draft EIR, prepared by
Helix Environmental Planning
for the county, was released
this September. It concludes
the project, as proposed, would
conform with the county’s
General Plan, zoning ordi-
nance and Measure D policies,
except for more than 20 acres
of the northernmost section of
the project that calls for solar
arrays on an area designated
for Resource Management.

The public comment pe-
riod ended Nov. 2, and a final
EIR is now in the works. It
next goes to the East County
Board of Zoning Adjustments
(BZA) for a vote on certifica-
tion and approval or denial of
a conditional-use permit. The
BZA is expected to return with
its comments in the coming
weeks.

To understand the friction,
it helps to take a step back to
the initial phases of the envi-
ronmental review process.

While the majority of the
410-acre project site is desig-
nated Large Parcel Agriculture
in the ECAP, the Aramis pro-
posal also includes areas with
Resource Management (RM)
and Water Management (WM)
land use designations in the
ECAP. According to the EIR,
about 21 acres of the project
site are located on WM land
and 22 acres are RM land.

In an April 9 email to An-
drew Young, the county plan-
ner preparing the Notice of
Preparation (NOP), Intersect
Power principal Marisa Mitch-
ell challenged a county deter-
mination concerning the WM
and RM areas.

Mitchell contends in her
email the project was designed
expressly to avoid resource
conflicts, including hydrol-
ogy, water quality, biological
resources and agriculture, and
suggests the maps the county
used were inaccurate. She ap-
peared to back up her claim
in part based on a 2018 email
she received from a planner
noting the county had more
than one map delineating the
land use boundaries and that
they were not at the time all in
agreement.

“We believe that the EIR
analysis should be conducted
prior to the Planning Depart-
ment concluding that certain
portions of the proposed proj-
ect’s footprint are immediately
off the table for development
because of a very rough line
drawn on a 20-year-old map,”
she wrote.

Instead of sending the de-
veloper back to the drawing
board, emails show the county
planning department granted
Mitchell’s request to allow
Intersect an opportunity to
make its case that despite the
RM and WM designations,
the project was protective of
resources and worthy of con-
sideration.

Alameda County Plan-
ning Director Albert Lopez
attempted to put the boundary
question to rest by providing a
more refined map of land-use
designations within the ECAP,
emails show.

Even so, Mitchell, in an
April 20 email, once again
raised the prospect of a bound-
ary line dispute, stating “the
origin of the lines in question”
and number of acres the proj-
ect encroached into undevel-
opable land were “‘subject to
interpretation.”

She asked for the NOP not
to include a map showing the
RM and WM lands in relation
to the solar development. “I
know either way we will have
an opportunity to demonstrate
compatibility; however, first
impressions are powerful,”
she wrote.

Lopez again addressed
Mitchell’s boundary claim in
a reply email.

“Hello there, the boundar-
ies are not subject to interpre-
tation, they are our official
general plan map,” Lopez
wrote. “Your mission will be
to demonstrate that despite
the boundaries being where
they are, your project in all
other ways complies with the
policies of the general plan.
The CEQA (California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act) docu-
ment is the county’s document
ultimately, and the first im-
pression we want to give our
general public is that we are
respecting the boundaries as

drawn. I hope we can get on
the same page with this and
get the NOP out.”

The version of the NOP
posted to the planning depart-
ment’s website does not in-
clude a map with different land
use designations within the
project site. A version on the
state’s CEQA clearinghouse
website does.

After the exchange with
Lopez, the emails show Mitch-
ell requested from planners’
additional wordsmithing.

“If you state ‘The Project
is therefore restricted from
including solar panel develop-
ment on portions of the Project
site with RM and WM land use
designations,’ it will be very
difficult for the Department
to walk this back if you sub-
sequently find that our argu-
ments in favor of development
in these designations have
merit,” she wrote in an April
22 email. “We are extremely
creative, and I don’t doubt
we can develop novel project
modifications that will be com-
patible with sensitive lands.
Why not soften the language
to give yourselves options?”

However, emails to one an-
other show planners continued
to find fault with the proposal.

“This is a can of worms,
for the WM and RM designa-
tions, for the decisionmakers’
perceptions of environmental
protection, and for the legal
status of Measure D, that I am
not sure we want to open,”
Jensen wrote. “The developer
could argue that the mitigation
measures qualify as minor
technical changes that are le-
gally allowable under Measure
D if made by the Board (of
Supervisors), but that expands
the can of worms yet again.”

In a later email in August,
Jensen said there would be no
way to “hide this enormous
project or protect the scenic
quality of the area. It is a
big, in-your-face project, and
denial of that quality is disin-
genuous.”

He concluded, "We need to
let the politicians themselves
say that a solar plant like this
is acceptable or not and let
them take responsibility if they
want it.”

EQUITY
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identical goals.

“There’s a tendency to put
people in constituencies —
women want this, men want
that,” she said, making it clear
that she was referring to re-
ducing people to stereotypes.

In reality, however, she
noted that “people want the
same things.”

“It’s really astonishing,”
she continued. “They want
safe communities; they want
good schools, decent jobs;
they want to provide for their
families; they want housing
... health care ... a dignified
retirement ...

“What vexes me is that,
since we want the same things,
how is it that we can’t work
together, to compromise to get
us to that place where we are
making progress?”’

Much of her discussion
revolved around ways for fac-
tions to find middle ground by
listening to and treating others
with respect.

In seeking educational op-
portunities for children of var-
ied and often disadvantaged
backgrounds, for example, her
Opportunity Institute makes
an effort to work with local
school districts, state educa-
tion officials, nonprofits and
national policy organizations,
like the Urban League and
the American Institutes of
Research.

“Coalitional work ...
sounds like it should be easy,
but it takes energy, working
with partners,” she said. “We
need to put our institutional
interests a little to the side
... to encourage schools to
develop relationships with
communities and families and
have that trusting relationship.

“If it sounds exhausting
and complicated, it is. But I
think there is no more impor-
tant work.”

Echaveste considers a
good education key to open-
ing opportunities for success.

“Education is something
that all of us should care
about,” she said. “No one can
ever take a good education
away from you.”

She believes the nation
needs “people who are em-
powered to engage in the civic
life of our country to help it
reflect our values, all of our
values.” That includes view-
ing children as the future and
recognizing the importance of
“investing” in them.

Echaveste pointed out that
one reason that the U.S. has
had to deal with large num-
bers of immigrants is that
Central American countries

do not offer opportunities for
their citizens.

As the daughter of unedu-
cated Mexican farm workers
in the Fresno area, she was
enriched by educational op-
portunities created at a time
when California ranked high
among the 50 states in per
capita spending on education.

“We invested in the public
education system, not just
K-12 but the CSU and UC
systems,” she said.

Today, California ranks
low among the states “in
terms of our investments in
public education.”

Asked by Johnston to iden-
tify factors that lead some to
resist these kinds of human in-
vestments, she identified two.

One is the philosophy
that society has little or no
responsibility for what hap-
pens to its members; people
are responsible for their own
plights.

She expressed this position
as, “Anybody can make it;
you just have to work hard,
and if you don’t make it, then
it’s your fault.”

She said she recognizes
the importance of people
taking responsibility for their
own actions, but that attitude
carried to an extreme allows
society to ignore its respon-
sibilities.

She identified the denial of
social responsibility with the
Reagan era and the anti-tax
movement that followed.

That attitude is, “I’m not
going to invest in public edu-
cation; not going to tax my-
self, because ‘those people’
aren’t willing to work hard,
aren’t willing to study.”

The second factor that has
led to resisting investment
in human well-being is an
“us versus them” attitude,
she said.

She again sees this posi-
tion reflected in the 1970s
rise of anti-tax sentiment and
opposition to education costs.

“There was a sense of,
‘Those are not my children!
Why do I have to worry about
them?’” she recalled.

She emphasized a statistic
from a 2015 study that she
believes should be brought
to everyone’s attention: two-
thirds of all children born in
California are born to women
with a high school education
at best.

Given the close relation-
ship between education and
economic success, she said,
“We know that’s likely to
mean a majority of kids are in
poverty,” growing up in fami-

lies headed by a single parent.

“That’s our future work
force!”

Asked about immigration,
she said she believes it will
never be stopped completely,
but the U.S. can help itself
by helping the countries from
which immigrants typically
flee.

“No one believes in the
concept of Open Borders,”
she said. “Every country has
the right to determine how
many people to let in, for how
long and for what purpose.”

Still, “our country hasn’t
done enough to invest in
countries like El Salvador
and Guatemala” and “we
could have a whole discussion
on interventions in Central
America that made things
worse, which is why we have
Central Americans leaving the
violence and dirty wars of the
1980s.”

She believes that “most
people want to stay in their
own countries” and will do
so “if there are (job and edu-
cational) opportunities for
them.”

As a result, “if you want
to do something about il-
legal immigration, you have
to build the institutions that
create opportunities and eco-
nomic growth in the ‘sending’
countries.”

She is currently alarmed,
however, at the challenges the
U.S. itself faces.

“Until the last four years,
this country could pride itself
on having strong institutions,
institutions that could weather
shifts in political winds,”
Echaveste said. “We’ve seen
such an attack on the institu-
tions of this country that one
of the questions we should
be looking at post-November
and for the foreseeable future
is whether our institutions are
strong enough.”

She sees today as “a pret-
ty scary, stressful time” in
America. Still, she considers
herself an optimist.

“We couldn’t anticipate
how hard the last four years
have been with (social and
political) divisions,” she said.
“I have to believe the basic
underpinnings of our democ-
racy are strong enough to get
us through this hard time.

“The basic decency of
Americans and recognizing
dignity and the right to be
part of the American story
... I have to believe we’ll get
through this. It’1l take a while,
but I’'m not going to give up
on America.

“I hope you don’t either.”

CANNABIS
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are allowed in West County,
with two already existing. The
County Code Ordinance would
need to be amended in order
to allow the boutique canna-
bis retail operation to gain a
Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
in East County.

At present, a staff report of
the county’s operator permit
application stats showed four
cultivators and one retailer
have applied for a CUP. The
only cannabis retailer to have
submitted an application, Larry
Gosselin, is currently consider-
ing modifying his proposed
cannabis operation.

In previous weeks, fol-
lowing a directive from the
Board at the Transportation
and Planning Committee’s
Oct. 5 meeting, staff prepared
the draft ordinance amend-
ments and presented them
during a recent meeting of the
Agricultural Advisory Com-
mittee for comment.

Proponents of the cannabis
permit included David Kent,
chairman of the Tri-Valley
Conservancy, who said he
attended the Ag Committee
meeting, which had a focus
on how to keep agriculture
viability alive. He stressed the
importance of rebuilding visi-
tation in wine country.

“I would propose that you
consider changing the ordi-
nance slightly from what was
recommended to say, ‘Should
a third permit be issued for a
retail operation in East County,
(then) that permit must be is-
sued in the agritourism core
of the South Livermore Valley
Planning Area and include a
boutique component,”” Kent
said.

During the public comment
period, a handful of residents
from Morgan Territory Road
in North Livermore expressed
their concern regarding can-
nabis retailers in the area.
Linda Jensen and Tracy Wood
pointed out the increased dan-
ger to bikers and runners with
large water trucks operating
along the narrow roadways,

noting the residential area was
no place for such business.

They also stated their con-
cerns of crime associated with
cannabis operations by point-
ing out an incident on Oct.
20. At that time, the Alam-
eda County Sheriff’s Office
(ACSO) Special Weapons
and Tactics (SWAT) team
responded to an incident at a
current cannabis facility, where
gunfire was reported. Speaker
Brenda Morris said she was
directly impacted by the SWAT
investigation, when her ranch
was used as a staging and
interview area by officers for
more than three hours.

ACSO Commander Kelly
Miles stated that he is also op-
posed to more cannabis retail.

However, District 1 Su-
pervisor Scott Haggerty said
he only wants the CUPs to be
made available in the South
Livermore Area Plan, not
North Livermore, which in-
cludes Morgan Territory Road.
He said “bad actors” would
have their permits revoked
and the “five-mile rule” would
not apply to these boutique
retailers. The five-mile rule
is the county’s requirement
that no permit shall be issued
for retail operation within five
miles of another retail opera-
tion in the unincorporated area.
Heather Littlejohn, deputy
county counsel, confirmed that
the Board could make a policy
decision to eliminate the five-
mile rule for boutique cannabis
retail operations.

Board Reviews Zoning
Amendments for Event
Centers

The Board directed staff
to continue work on the pro-
posed amendments to County
Zoning Ordinance definitions
for winery, microbrewery and
olive oil mills in order for these
businesses to expand on their
service models.

“This additional flexibility
is intended to promote agri-
tourism to further economic
development in the East Coun-

ty Area, including the South
Livermore wine region,” wrote
the staff report.

Kent spoke during this item
as well, stating the Tri-Valley
Conservancy understood the
county’s desire to broaden
business models to create
CUPs for special events.

“But we’re very concerned
this might water down the
provisions that favor bonded
wineries who are struggling
in the area, many of which are
dependent on these events,”
Kent said.

He noted the Ag Commit-
tee proposed that non-bonded
operations should have a mini-
mum of 12 acres in local cul-
tivation in order to become an
event center site.

“If we’re going to broad-
en the definition of who is
eligible, it should be done for
those who are cultivating here
and making an investment in
East County agriculture,” Kent
continued.

Haggerty expressed his
support for intensive agricul-
ture, along with a wariness
of event centers becoming a
dominant land use in the South
Livermore Valley region.

“I'm interested in that 12
(acres), but I would like to
work it through the commit-
tees,” Haggerty said. “I am
not interested in having a
bunch of event centers scat-
tered throughout the South
Livermore Plan; I am inter-
ested in maybe a couple more;
I am interested in making sure
that there’s some sort of mini-
mum...”"

He told staff they were
moving in the right direction.
He would like to hear from the
Planning Commission and Ag
Committee for further input
in time to meet the December
deadline. Staff aims to report
on the outcome of the Planning
Commission meeting at the
Dec. 7 meeting in anticipation
of taking the final ordinance
language to the full Board
for adoption at its Dec. 15
meeting.

TUNNEL
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the fish.

Originally, two tunnels had
been proposed by Jerry Brown
when he was governor, but
Gov. Gavin Newsom cut the
plan to one tunnel. He esti-
mates it will cost $16 billion.
Including interest, its backers
say it will reach $25 billion.
Opponents, such as Restore
the Delta (RTD), say it would
be closer to $40 billion.

Signers of the environ-
mental declaration that said
the DWR wrongly filed its
declaration in August include
representatives of the Sierra
Club, Natural Resources De-
fense Council (NRDC), Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity
(CBD), and the Planning and
Conservation League (PCL).

Tim Stroshane, a policy
analyst for RTD, said in a news
release that DWR “put the cart
before the horse.” It’s all right
to file a declaration suit about
bond sales, but in his opinion,
the way DWR did it violates
the law because it does not re-
ally have any project yet.

Stroshane stated, “There is
no final Delta tunnel plan, no
environmental impact report,
no permit from the State Water
Resources Control Board, and
no federal permits. They don't
even have a federal partner for
the project.”

Stroshane continued, “They
don't know which route the
tunnel will be built through,
and they do not have a finalized
community mitigation plan.
Worse, they don't know how
much water will be available
to move through the tunnel.”

The tunnel makes “less
sense than ever,” said Stro-
shane.

He cited Los Angeles May-

or Eric Garcetti’s criticism of
the tunnel as being too costly
and producing no new water.”
Stroshane also said municipal
water districts throughout the
state are “financially strapped.”

Ryan Endean, assistant
deputy director of the DWR,
responded to an email que-
ry about the environmental
groups’ accusations.

“The Department of Water
Resources’ validation lawsuit
and the bond resolutions ad-
opted are for the purpose of
confirming the Department’s
legal authority to authorize
and issue bonds,” said En-
dean. “Confirmation of the
Department's authority to issue
bonds does not commit the
department to any particular
course of action. The depart-
ment retains its full discretion
to approve or reject a project
following CEQA review.”

There was also a clarifying
statement from a publication
of the State Water Contractors
(SWC), the potential custom-
ers who will pay for a tunnel,
if one were built. The Val-
ley’s water wholesaler, Zone
7, is one of the 29 state water
contractors. It sells to the Val-
ley’s retailers: Livermore,
Pleasanton, Dublin San Ramon
Services District (DSRSD),
and the privately owned Cali-
fornia Water Service, which
provides most of Livermore
with its water.

The SWC responded to a
comment in the NRDC blog
published Sept. 28 about the
“premature filing” of the DWR
declaration suit. SWC said that
NDRC knew “full well the
contract agreement that was
negotiated will ensure only
willing participants will pay

for and receive the benefits to
the project.”

Further, the SWC states,
“They know public agencies
will be deliberating publicly
in the light of each of their
own needs, and on behalf of
their own ratepayers. To imply
every Californian will fund the
project, or that a blank check
is being sought, is simply
dishonest.”

The Valley water retailers
and Zone 7 have been meeting
over the past couple of years to
learn more about future options
for the water supply. A study
has been underway addressing
the cost and safety of treating
wastewater with the reverse
osmosis membrane, designed
to filter out disease-connected
impurities. This is one solution
most members like, because it
would keep Valley control of
the water, instead of outside
political forces, such as the
DWR.

Also under consideration,
but not discussed as much, is
a plan for a network of pipes
that would take brackish water
from east of the Carquinez
Strait, desalinize it, and bring
it to the Tri-Valley and other
locales that would share in the
cost. The pipe network might
be designed so that service
interrupted by an earthquake,
for example, could be provided
from another location in the
network.

The group is also looking
at working out more water
transfers from such places as
Los Vaqueros Reservoir in
Contra Costa County north of
Livermore, and/or a new valley
area northeast of Sacramento
that would be called the Sites
Reservoir.

ZONE 7
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been 3% or 4%. Now it’s time
to show support for our com-
munity.”

Another study on rate-set-
ting in 2022 will give fresh in-
formation about future needs,
continued Ramirez-Holmes.

General Manager Valerie
Pryor agreed that 1.7% won't
make a significant impact on
the various payments to which
the agency is obligated.

“When we do the fee study
in 2022, we’ll have more in-
formation,” she said.

Board President Olivia
Sanwong said she supported
Ramirez-Holmes’ view that
an increase in rates during a
difficult economic time should
not be approved.

The current, one-time only
connection fee is $29,440 per
unit to be paid by developers
in Alameda County. Develop-
ers pay $28,250 per unit in
Dougherty Valley, which is in
Contra Costa County.

The discrepancy exists
because in the early years
of the 21st century, Dublin
San Ramon Services District
(DSRSD) asked Zone 7 to
wheel developer-paid water
to Dougherty Valley. DSRSD
wanted to sell more water so it
could lower the per-acre foot
cost of its water treatment ex-
pansion, according to former
DSRSD general manager Bob
Beebe.

The fees will remain in
effect until the board changes
them.

In addition, the board
heard a report on a Zone 7
effort to develop a virtual k-5
school program concerning
water. For years, Zone 7 has
conducted educational pro-
grams on the topic in all the
Tri-Valley school districts.
The new effort, which has
run tests in some schools, will
help students continue learn-
ing at home.

At the beginning of the
school year, Zone 7 invited
past participants into the vir-
tual lessons. Teachers can
assign water lessons as in-
dependent work for students
to complete on their own or
may choose to do the lessons
virtually with their students.
The lessons were developed
by credentialed teachers who
have extensive experience in
water education.

The program will be ex-
panded to other grade lev-
els eventually, said Zone
7 spokeswoman Alexandra
Bradley.

For the fourth consecutive
year, directors heard news
that Zone 7 has received a
certificate of achievement for
excellence in financial report-
ing from the Government
Finance Officers Association.
Assistant General Manager
Osborn Solitei is employed as
the head of finance for Zone 7.
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LLNL Creates Bioprinted Aneurysms to Test Surgical Treatments

Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory has de-
veloped a way to create liv-
ing bioprinted aneurysms
that allow researchers to
perform medical proce-
dures and then observe how
the artery walls heal.

Bioprinting is a form
of 3D printing that uses
cells and other biological
materials as “inks” to create
biological structures.

Brain aneurysms, a bal-
looning in an artery wall,
affect about one in every
50 Americans and can lead
to stroke, brain damage
and death if they burst.
Existing treatment options
are limited, and surgical
outcomes can vary widely
from person to person.

But ateam led by LLNL
engineers William Hynes
and Monica Moya were
able to replicate an an-
eurysm by 3D printing

blood vessels with human
cerebral cells. Hynes then
performed an endovascu-
lar repair of the printed
aneurysm by inserting a
microcatheter and packing
platinum coils inside the
aneurysm sac.

The research team,
which also includes scien-
tists from Duke University
and Texas A&M, was then
able to introduce blood
plasma into the aneurysm
and observe the formation
of a clot and cutting the
aneurysm off from the ar-
tery. They were also able to
observe the post-op healing
of the cells lining the walls
of the aneurysm.

LLNL said the bioprint-
ing, combined with com-
puter modeling, could be a
significant step in develop-
ing patient-specific care for
aneurysms. It also could
speed up the time it takes

for new surgical techniques
and technologies to move
from the laboratory to the
clinic.

“While there are a lot
of promising treatment
options, some still have
a long way to go,” said
Moya, the project’s cur-
rent principal investigator.
“Animal models aren’t nec-
essarily the best way to try
out these options. Having
this robust, human in-vitro
testing platform could help
facilitate new treatments. If
we can replicate aneurysms
as much as we need to, we
might help accelerate some
of these products into the
clinic and essentially pro-
vide patients with better
treatment options.”

Hynes, the original
principal investigator who
proposed the project, real-
ized researchers needed a
way to confirm what they

were seeing with computer-
modeling.

“We looked at the prob-
lem and thought that if we
could pair computational
modeling and experimen-
tal approaches, maybe
we could come up with a
more deterministic method
of treating aneurysms or
selecting treatments that
could best serve the pa-
tient,” said Hynes, who led
the project for its first year.
“Now we can start to build
the framework of a person-
alized model that a surgical
practitioner could use to
determine the best method
for treating an aneurysm.”

To create the bioprint-
ed aneurysm, Hynes and
team started by printing the
blood vessel with a “sacri-
ficial” ink, surrounded by
a protein-based hydrogel.
The ink dissolved as it
cooled, leaving the vascu-

lature shape behind. Then
they introduced human
brain endothelial cells to
coat the channels, forming
the actual blood vessels and
the aneurysm.

Hynes performed the
coiling procedure with a
microcatheter, believed to
be the first surgical pro-
cedure ever performed on
artificial living tissue.

Researchers said com-
bining the 3D-printed pro-
cess with computer model-
ing could allow surgeons
to select the best coil types
to pack an aneurysm and
perform “test runs” before
operating on the human
patient.

“Essentially a clini-
cian could literally look
at somebody’s brain scan,
run it through the modeling
software, and the software
could show the fluid dy-
namics prior to treatment,”

Hynes said. “It should also
be able to simulate that
treatment and allow the
practitioner to narrow down
to a certain type of coil or
packing volume to ensure
the best possible outcome.”

In addition to patient-
specific care and serving
as a testbed for surgical
training, researchers said
the platform has potential
for improving the under-
standing of basic biology
and post-surgery healing.

While early results are
promising, researchers cau-
tioned they still have a
long way to go. The team’s
next step is to simulate
how blood clots form in
response to experimental
shape-memory polymer
coils designed to expand
inside the aneurysm, com-
pared to traditional bare
coils.

OBITUARIES

Marilyn Lane passed
away on Oct. 27, 2020, of
complications from pneu-
monia - she was 87. Born
in San Francisco on April
12, 1933. she also lived in
Richland, Washington, and
Honolulu, Hawaii, but spent
most of her adult life in
Livermore, where she raised
two children, made many
friends, worked at Sandia and
Chevron, and participated in
numerous community events
and activities.

Marilyn MacLeod Lane
April 12, 1933 - Oct. 27, 2020

Marilyn loved and was a
patron of the arts, especially
theater, movies and music
and she was an avid fan of the
blues. For many years, she
frequented the Pleasanton
Hotel, where she enjoyed the
live music and dancing on
the patio. In her later years,
she worked part time at the
Independent Newspaper, and
she attended the Unitarian
Universalist Church.

Marilyn was preceded in
death by her sister Roberta

Ferguson; son, Sam Lane;
grandson, Joshua Lane;
and former husband. David
Lane. She is survived by her
daughter, Catherine Lane;
two grandchildren, Robbie
and Leigh McKenzie; niece,
Bobbe Miller; cousins Stacey
Byham and Janet Mack; and
many friends and other fam-
ily members whose lives she
touched.

Memorial services are
planned for next year.

Wayne Edward Harter was
born Oct. 19, 1955, in Marsh-
field, Wisconsin.

He passed away on Oct.
29, 2020, at peace and sur-
rounded by his immediate
family.

Wayne was a no-nonsense
son, husband, father, papa,
and sibling. He lived life
always planning the next day
while enjoying the current
day. A family Harley dealer-
ship led to a long career work-
ing for the Harley-Davidson
Motor Company.

In the mid ‘90s, his good
friend and co-worker, Dave,
bought a dealership in San
Jose, followed by two ad-
ditional stores and a second

Wayne Edward Harter
Oct. 19, 1955 - Oct. 29, 2020

partner, Phil. He enjoyed
many years of good times
riding, meeting new people,
and motorcycle trips around
the world. Wayne also loved
Livermore wineries, brewer-
ies, and live music, but most
of all meeting up with friends.

Wayne had song lyrics for
every situation.

He was always up for a
party, especially family dance
parties, usually ending with
the B52’s “Love Shack.”
Wayne loved all baseball and
football, especially the Green
Bay Packers. He so looked
forward to Spring Training
in Arizona.

He will be greatly missed
by his wife, Debbie; chil-
dren, Jackie (Mike), Kim-
berly, and Ryan (Christina);
doting grandchildren, Rylie
and Raegan; his parents; his
mother-in-law; and many
siblings, cousins, and friends,
including his extensive Har-
ley family.

Betty was born Eliza-
beth Anne Toole, daughter of
Cameron and Maxine Toole,
and raised in New Jersey,
along with her younger broth-
er, Bob.

She graduated from Cha-
tham High School before
earning her nursing degree
from Skidmore College in
New York, where the year-
book notes she was quick to
respond to the call for “party”
or “tennis.” Motivated to
serve patient’s medical needs,
but disliking the sterile atmo-
sphere inherent in hospital
work, she found her pas-
sion in assisting homebound
families. She fondly shared
stories of her exciting adven-
tures while learning her way
around New York City during
her first job as a visiting nurse.

Soon after that, she met
and married her eventual
husband, Bob Meinken, with
whom she raised four chil-
dren. The family spent their
early years in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, and developed
many close, lifelong friend-
ships in the welcoming com-
munity.

In 1969, Bob’s job trans-
fer to Sandia Labs landed
the family in Livermore,
far removed from their East
Coast roots. Betty eventually
reentered the nursing profes-
sion and worked her way to
a management position at
the Visiting Nurse Associa-
tion of Alameda County. Her
capstone career experience

Elizabeth “Betty” Meinken

July 31, 1929 - Oct. 18, 2020

was to serve as the founding
director of the Home Health
Agency for ValleyCare in
Livermore where she was
dearly loved and respected by
her colleagues and staff, many
of who continued to be lasting
friends and supporters.
Away from work, Betty
treasured sharing her interest
in a wide range of activities
that included organizing book
clubs, gardening, card groups,
tennis, skiing, symphony,
cooking and travel. She par-
ticularly enjoyed her Euro-
pean adventures, an Alaskan
cruise with friends and family
trips to Maui. Nana, as she
was affectionately called

by her family, was happiest
relaxing with a book on the
beach or sharing a glass of
wine at sunset.

Betty was best known
for her keen intellect, vora-
cious reading, sharp wit, card
playing skills, and sense of
humor. But probably her most
valuable attributes were a
deep and stead-fast resilience
and sustaining strong will
to persevere through life’s
most demanding challenges.
Betty’s inner strength was
repeatedly tested by the early
deaths of each of her three
oldest children, Peter, Nancy
and Richard. But, as was her
nature, she gracefully trans-
formed the pain from those
experiences into a gift shared
with others by later serving
as a volunteer grief support
minister.

Perhaps familiarity with
loss provided her with a stron-
ger sense of appreciation for
the loving relationships she
maintained with her surviving
daughter, Barbara Miller, and
son-in-law Scott, along with
her much-adored grandson,
Robbie, and granddaughter,
Arin.

While her passing brings
great pain, we are comforted
knowing that her life stayed
true to the line from one of her
favorite poems, “...plant your
own garden and decorate your
own soul...” Indeed, nurtur-
ing life's garden was one of
the things Betty did best.

Jean Verry Pollard ("Jean
Bean"), a long-time resident
of Pleasanton, died on Oct.
16, 2020, at the age of 75,
after a 10-year battle with
Alzheimer's Disease.

Jean was born to Russell
and Annie Verry in Wilm-
ington, North Carolina. She
graduated from New Hanover
High School, where she was
a member of the marching
band. She went on to earn her
nursing degree from James
Walker Memorial Hospital
School of Nursing in 1966.

She worked as a registered
nurse in Alabama and North
Carolina before she met the
love of her life and moved to
California. She then began her
38-year career at the Veterans
Hospital, Livermore Division.
She volunteered at the East
Bay Stand Down for home-
less veterans and would often
talk about the time she went
to Southern California and
helped injured civilians after
the Northridge Earthquake
in 1994.

Jean retired from the VA
in 2013. She was honored to
care for America's veterans.

After moving to Califor-
nia, she married her ‘sweet-
heart,' David Pollard, Sr., on

Jean Verry Pollard
Aug. 31, 1945 - Oct. 16, 2020

Oct. 8, 1977. Together, they
built a beautiful life and en-
joyed boating and fishing
together with their family.
They loved the holidays and
started many traditions that
have continued over the years.
Jean is survived by her
daughter, Jennifer Herrick
(Jason) of Pleasanton; step-
children, Debra Pollard of
Klamath Falls, Oregon, Da-
vid Pollard, Jr. of Magalia,
California, Ruth Pollard-
Flores (Ron) of Livermore,
and Shirley Pollard (Eric) of
Livermore; 10 grandchildren
and one great-grandchild. She
was preceded in death by her
husband, David, in 1999.
The beach was Jean's ‘hap-
py place.’ She loved to collect
seashells and walk barefoot in
the sand. She loved to throw a

party for any reason, enjoyed
baking holiday goodies and
made the best fried chicken.
She was a long-time member
of GraceWay Church and
treasured her bible study
group. She enjoyed crochet-
ing, winning at the slot ma-
chines and playing bingo and
skip-bo. She was known for
her beautiful handwriting and
perfect hair-never a strand out
of place. Her smile could light
up a room.

A memorial service cel-
ebrating the life of Jean will
be held at 1 p.m., on Saturday,
Nov. 14, 2020, at GraceWay
Church, 1183 Quarry Lane,
in Pleasanton. Due to Co-
vid-19 restrictions, there is
no space available to the pub-
lic. The service will be live
streamed to allow for virtual
attendance. Please use https://
youtu.be/3avLAfX3wRk if
you wish to do so.

The family prefers do-
nations in her memory be
made to the staff at Sunol
Creek Memory Care at www.
gofundme.com/in-memory-
of-jean-pollard-jean-bean or
checks can be mailed check
directly to Sunol Cree with
‘In Memory of Jean’ on the
memo line.

Doris Beers resided in
Richmond and Hayward be-
fore settling in Livermore
in 1971.

She resided for the last
several years of her life in
Oakdale, California. Doris
worked as a lead factory
worker at Prescolite in San
Leandro. Her favorite mo-
ments were spent with her
daughters and grandchildren.
Doris passed away with her
family by her side.

She was preceded in death
by her husband of 61 years,
Charles LeRoy Beers. She
is survived by her daughters,

Doris Beers
June 20, 1933 - Oct. 22, 2020

Sandra (Larry dec.) Dyer,
Coleen (Manuel) Escovedo,
and Shelly (Steve) Warner;
grandchildren, Melissa Es-
covedo, Jill Saucier, Phillip
(Nicole) Escovedo and Jodi

(Shane) Weiss; and nine great
grandchildren.

Memorial services will be
held on Thursday, Nov. 12, at
Callahan Mortuary, 3833 East
Ave., in Livermore. Visitation
is from 9 to 10 a.m., with the
funeral from 10 to 11 a.m. Do-
ris will be laid to final rest in
a private family ceremony at
Sacramento Valley National
Cemetery.

Callaghan Mortuary is
honored to be serving the
Beers family. An online guest-
book is available for condo-
lences at www.callaghanmor-
tuary.com.

Robert Douglas Cook, be-
loved husband, father, grand-
father and great grandfather,
passed away at 94 from a
heart attack on Oct. 23, 2020.

A veteran of WWII, Rob-
ert was an educator for San
Francisco Unified for 40
years, where he served as a
teacher, coach, counselor, and
administrator.

Robert is survived by Ad-
ela, his wife of 67 years.
He was loved by his three
children, Robert D. Cook Jr.,
Bonnie Morgan, and Susan
Guerrero, as well as nine
grandchildren and 16 great
grandchildren. He is also
survived by his sister, Doro-
thy Schwab, and her large
extended family.

Bob received his Bachelor
of Arts from San Francisco
State University, where he

Robert Douglas Cook
1926 - 2020

also earned two Masters De-
grees in education - one in
special education and the
other in general Education.
An experienced K-6 teacher,
he served the full range of stu-
dents and became an admin-
istrator. He was also a dedi-
cated community mentor and
leader. He inspired multiple
generations of families, who
lovingly called him ‘Cookie.’

As aplayground coach, he

developed teams in basket-
ball, volleyball and softball
and took them traveling to
compete across the Bay Area.
On the playground where
he supervised activities, he
became a surrogate father
for many of the city’s chil-
dren and an advisor for their
parents. He was an advocate
for all children, especially
those facing physical and
educational challenges. He
organized events and camping
activities to enrich their lives.

Bob’s spirit, energy and
loving manner will be missed
by all who knew and loved
him.

Callaghan Mortuary is
honored to be serving the
Cook family. An online guest-
book is available for condo-
lences at www.callaghanmor-
tuary.com.
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San Francisco State Pitching Coach Rowland to Work with High School Athletes

By Matt Schwab_

San Francisco State pitch-
ing coach Cameron Rowland
is looking forward to work-
ing with top high school
players at an Identification
Workout on Saturday, Nov. 7
at Islanders Field in Lathrop.

Rowland, a former base-
ball and football star at
Foothill High, views the
camp as important during
COVID-19, when many
campuses have been closed
across the state.

“I think the guys are re-
ally looking forward to it,”
Rowland said. “They’re
able to kind of get out of
their bubble a little bit with
where they’ve been the past
few months and go out and
compete.”

SFSU head coach Tony
Schifano normally holds
Identification Workouts at
the college’s Maloney Field,
but the campus has been
closed due to the pandemic.

Thus, Islanders Field, which
opened in May 2019 and
is part of the River Islands
master planned community,
is filling the void as a site for
modified workouts in a safe,
outdoor environment.

Schifano can’t wait to
check out Islanders Field,
which has quickly become
a magnet for college scouts
and amateur talent.

“I’m excited. I’ve seen it
online. I’ve read about it and
I’ve talked to coaches that
have been there,” Schifano
said. “Cameron Rowland
has worked a few camps at
Islanders Field ... he says it’s
absolutely spectacular.”

Saturday’s Identification
Workout is expected to draw
over 60 high school pros-
pects and will come on the
heels of a Nov. 1 to 2 Future
Stars Program 15 at Island-
ers Field, hosted by Jeremy
Booth from Houston, Texas.

“We’re (going to) have
a great turnout,” Schifano

Local Students Make Big Gains
During South Carolina Match

Carter Bailey, wrestling
for the Livermore Elite
Wrestling Club, battled back
after losing his first match at
the Super 32 Challenge in
Myrtle Beach, South Caro-
lina last weekend to win his
next nine straight matches

need seven straight wins to
survive to the second day of
competition.

That seventh match came
against the No. 2-ranked
wrestler in the nation at
126 pounds, Jordan Titus,
from Center Moriches High

Granada High School’s Carter Bailey (right) prepares for
a duel during the Super 32 Challenge in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina. (Photo - Rich Bailey)

over two days of competi-
tion. The Granada High
School senior finished with
a 10-2 record for the tourna-
ment, including a win over
the No. 2-seeded wrestler in
the 126-pound class, to fin-
ish seventh in his division.

Julian Victoria, also
wrestling for the Livermore
Elite, lost his first match
in the 145-pound class to
Michael Kilic, a two-time
Georgia high school state
champion, who eventually
finished third for the tourna-
ment. Victoria won his first
match in the consolation
round but was eliminated
with a second loss.

This was the first time the
Livermore Elite sent wres-
tlers to the Super 32, con-
sidered one of the premiere
high school tournaments in
the country.

Bailey was one of 144
wrestlers to compete in the
126-pound division, in-
cluding the two top ranked
wrestlers in the country
and nine others ranked in
the top 20. His first-match
loss to a wrestler from I1li-
nois, Chris Moore, dropped
Bailey into the consola-
tion round, where he would

School in New York, who
was coming off an upset,
semi-final loss in the cham-
pionship bracket. Bailey
defeated Titus 5-2.

The second day for Bai-
ley opened with a match
against the 12th-ranked
Nicolar Rivera, a two-time
Wisconsin state wrestling
champion, who he defeated
4-3. That moved Bailey into
the Round of 12, also known
in wrestling as the “blood
round,” where one more
win would guarantee a top
eight finish.

In the blood round, Bai-
ley faced another California
wrestler, Jack Gioffre, from
Clovis, who is ranked 14th
nationally in the 120-pound
class, but who had moved
up to the 126-pound class
for the Super 32. Bailey
defeated Gioffre 3-1 for his
ninth straight win.

Bailey finally lost, 1-4,
against Hunter Mason, a
Tennessee state high school
champion, but came back
in his final match to defeat
the 15th-ranked wrestler in
the country, Kelly Dunni-
gan, from Don Bosco High
School in New Jersey, 4-0,
to lock up seventh place.

e
ol

Carter Bailey cuts a formidable figure at the Super 32
Challenge. (Photo - Rich Bailey)

said. “We’ll probably have
to break the day into two
parts to make sure we get
maximum evaluations and
exposure for the kids. You
want the kids to feel like
they get the best opportunity
to showcase their skills, but
also to have a learning ex-
perience.”

A coach on the rise, Row-
land’s baseball resume in-
cludes successful pitching
stops at Foothill High, Dia-
blo Valley and Chabot col-
leges, and the University of
Nevada. Moreover, Rowland
worked on Foothill baseball
coach Angelo Scavone’s
staff before getting the job
at SFSU.

“He’s been amazing,”
Schifano said of Rowland's
impact at SFSU. “We’ve
been in the top three in ev-
ery category that matters in
pitching in the conference
in the last two years, and 1
think that’s a testament to
Cameron and his develop-
ment with the guys.”

Rowland also has strong
ties with Islanders Field
site director Don Johns,
known for his successful
Danville HOOTS Baseball
Club. Rowland pitched for
the HOOTS during his high
school years.

“When I was growing up
going through the football
and baseball in high school,
it was tough for me to decide
what [ was going to put more
focus toward,” Rowland re-
called. “I ran into Don with
a family friend, Mike Pis-
cotty. The (Piscotty) brothers

Former Foothill High School baseball and football star, Cameron Rowland, is set to
coach student athletes during an upcoming sports camp. (Photo - Brandon Davis)

played for Don growing up
for Connie Mack teams and
really liked what he was all
about and really liked how
he developed players, and
we have a great relation-
ship. He’s really helped me
out through a lot of different
things from high school to
now.”

Not surprisingly, Row-
land gives Islanders Field
high marks.

“I went out there last
year for the first time when
they were doing different
showcases or events, and
Don Johns has done a really
good job with that field,” he
says, also noting the site’s
convenient location in the
middle of the region.

At Foothill, Rowland was

a three-year letter winner in
football and baseball. As a
senior pitcher, he posted a
.323 batting average and al-
lowed just eight earned runs
over 30 innings. In football,
over his junior and senior
years, he had a total of 146
receptions for 2,250 yards
and 20 touchdowns, twice
earning first-team All-East
Bay Athletic League football
honors.

Then, at Diablo Val-
ley College, he played two
football seasons, includ-
ing catching 75 passes for
800 yards as a sophomore
All-State pick, before play-
ing baseball there. Next,
at Chabot, he was an all-
conference pitcher, striking
out 72 over 57 innings.

This weekend, Rowland
expects to see high school
pitchers touching 88 to 90
mph and hitters pounding
balls off the outfield fence,
but the key aspect will be the
players’ mental approach.

“It’s about the day-to-
day development and really
learning when you’re there,”
Rowland said. “The biggest
thing is soaking it in, soaking
in all the information you
can and learning on a daily
basis, so you can put that into
your daily development and,
again, just competing on a
day-in, day-out level.”

For information about the
Identification Workout, call
Schifano at 530-219-1121 or
email tschif @sfsu.edu.

TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Now to Wednesday, Nov. 11
Walk 2.2 for Vets

For 22 days, from Oct. 21
through Nov. 11, 2020, the Vet-
erans First Program and Pleas-
anton Military Families will host a
virtual 2.2 for 22 Walk for Vets to
raise awareness that 22 veterans
commit suicide daily. Organizers
want to challenge participants
with walking, running, hiking, or
cycling 2.2 miles for 22 days, or to
complete a daily challenge for 22
days. Funds will help bring mental
health professionals to Las Positas
College to stop suicide among
veterans and promote mental
health support services for student
veterans and will also support
pack out events for Pleasanton
Military Families. Cost is $22. For
more information, visit https://bit.
ly/3iCmxAf.

Now to Wednesday, Nov. 18
Food Business Entrepreneurial
Training Academy Series

Are you thinking of launch-
ing a food product or opening
a restaurant or cafe? If so, you
can learn the critical aspects
of how to start and succeed in
the specialty food business. The
Alameda County Small Business
Development Center (SBDC) is
offering a free, 10-part series on
food business entrepreneurship for
participants interested to launch
and grow food businesses in
Alameda County. In this series,
you will learn the basics to start
and grow your own food business,
cookbook, catering and so much
more. This series will help turn your
ideas into a reality. Participants
who attend eight of the 10 sessions
will earn a certificate of comple-
tion. Attendees must register for
each session individually. Classes
will be held online on Mondays and
Wednesdays, Oct. 19 to Nov. 18. A
personalized Zoom link will be sent
to registrants only.

Thursday, Nov 5
Mass of Remembrance

The Catholic Community of
Pleasanton will celebrate a Mass of
Remembrance at 7 p.m. The Mass
is a special liturgy to celebrate the
lives of loved ones’ who have gone
to live in the light of the Lord. At-
tendees will be able to view this
celebration at catholicsofpleasan-
ton.org, YouTube or Facebook. On
the website, visitors will find the
worship aid and the readings. For
more information, call 925-699-
0199.

Thursday, Nov. 12
Focusing On Nature

The Livermore Amador Valley
Garden Club will host a Zoom
meeting featuring Kate Frey, noted
for designing gardens focusing on
nature at 7 p.m. Club members,
as well as interested members of
the public, are welcome to attend.
The short business meeting will
be followed by Kate's presentation
on ‘Community Focused Garden

Design.” Her inspirational slide
show will include many examples
of the principles and practices of
creating a sustainable garden,
places of delight for humans and
wildlife. She specializes in the
design of sustainable organic hab-
itat gardens that reflect the soils,
climate conditions and biodiversity
of their locations while providing
abundant, year-round habitat for
pollinators.

Thursday, Nov. 12
Coi)ing with Loss During the
Holiday Season

For people who have experienced
the death of a loved one, the winter
holiday season can be painful,
especially for those navigating the
first year of loss. Hope Hospice has
annually offered a special Handling
the Holidays workshop to teach
healthy coping strategies to help the
bereaved during this difficult time.
With physical distancing still essen-
tial in our region, Hope will present
the workshop virtually this year
through Zoom, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
As always, the program is offered
to the local public at no cost. Space
is limited, so call 925-829-8770 as
soon as possible to secure a spot.

Friday, Dec. 4
Community Blood Drive

The City of Dublin is support-
ing the American Red Cross at a
Community Blood Drive from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Dublin Senior
Center (7600 Amador Valley Blvd.)
The Red Cross is currently testing
successful blood donations for
COVID-19 antibodies. Test results
will be available within seven to 10
days on the Red Cross Blood Donor
App or donor portal at RedCross-
Blood.org. While the Red Cross is
testing for COVID-19 antibodies,
it is not testing donors to diagnose
illness. Those who feel unwell for
any reason should postpone their
donation. To make a reservation,
visit www.redcrossblood.org and
enter the sponsor code, Dublin-
Community, or call 1-800-733-
2767. While reservations are
encouraged to donate, drop-ins
are welcome. The Red Cross has
enhanced its sanitization process,
and follows social distancing rules.
The staff and volunteers sanitize in
between every donor. Donors must
have their temperature checked
upon entry, and everyone must be
wearing a mask. Any guests of do-
nors (e.g., spouses, children) who
are not donating, are not allowed in
the room. Donors may streamline
their donation experience by visit-
ing www.redcrossblood.org/Rapid-
Pass on the day of the blood drive
to complete pre-donation reading
and health history questions.

Monday, Dec. 7
Coping with Loss During the
Holiday Season

For people who have experi-
enced the death of a loved one, the
winter holiday season can be painful,
especially for those navigating the

first year of loss. Hope Hospice has
annually offered a special Handling
the Holidays workshop to teach
healthy coping strategies to help the
bereaved during this difficult time.
With physical distancing still essen-
tial in our region, Hope will present
the workshop virtually this year
through Zoom, from 2 to 3:30 p.m.
As always, the program is offered
to the local public at no cost. Space
is limited, so call 925-829-8770 as
so0n as possible to secure a spot.

Friday, Dec. 11
Virtual Hanukkah Celebration
Join the Tri-Valley Cultural Jews
for a Virtual Hanukkah Celebration
that includes a secular humanis-
tic menorah lighting and naming
ceremony. Bring your menorah and
candles. Organizers will also play
dreidel virtually. A $10 donation is
suggested for non-member adults.
For the registration link, contact
Jamie at culturaljews@gmail.com.
For more information, visit trivalley-
culturaljews.org.

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS

Dublin Farmers Market
Open for the Season

Open Thursdays, from 4 to 8
p.m., at Emerald Glen Community
Park, 4201 Central Parkway.

Livermore Downtown
Farmers Market Open for
the Season

Open Sundays, from 10:30
a.m. to 2 p.m., at Carnegie Town
Square. Open Thursdays, from 4
to 8 p.m., at Carnegie Town Square
(South K Street between Third and
Fourth St.) 2155 Third St.

Pleasanton Farmers Market
Open for the Season

Open Saturdays, from 10 to
1 p.m., at Main Street and West
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and
over are welcome for specialized
shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.

Livermore Valley Opera airs
Friday Episodes

If you need a dose of opera
while on lock-down, check out LV
Opera on YouTube. There are new
releases every Friday at 7 p.m. To
subscribe, visit www.livermoreval-
leyopera.com.

Six Feet Apart Productions
Shares Art From a Distance
Sunday Night Stories is an on-
line show with people sharing true
stories, poetry, comedy, music
and more, featuring an eclectic mix
of entertainment to feel connected
in times of social distancing and
self-isolation, live every week,
on Sundays, at 7:30 p.m. For
more information, visit facebook.
com/pg/Six-Feet-Apart-Produc-
tions or eventbrite.com/e/sun-
day-night-stories.

Stress Relief Recovery
International

A confidential, peer-led, self-
help group for stress relief will take

place Sundays, at 2 p.m., via con-
ference call. Get guidance on
practicing a method developed 80
years ago by psychiatrist Abraham
A. Low to replace the ‘defeatist
babble of the brain, with secure
thinking to help cope with the
stressful events in our everyday
lives. Call 925-515-604-9094, ID
192451547 #.

VIRTUAL ONLINE EVENTS
-AVAILABLE ANYTIME

Register for Virtual and
Outdoor Activities

Do you want to learn a new
skill, dabble in a new art form, get
into shape, or finally take up that
new hobby you've pushed back for
so long? The Pleasanton Library
and Recreation Department is now
offering a wide variety of virtual
and outdoor in-person courses
this fall. Registration is open for
everything from coding, web design
and engineering courses to art,
public speaking, and outdoor group
exercise. There are even courses on
LEGO and Minecraft. Sign up now
at https://bit.ly/33BNAoU.

EBRPD Brings “Parks to
People”

East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict is committed to the idea
of lifelong learning and helping
people make their own discov-
eries about local parks. The re-
sources they have complied are
designed to be used at home, in
a classroom or part of any online
learning. For more information, vis-
it www.ebparks.org/activities/
digital learning/default.htm.

LARPD Now on YouTube

ELivermore Area Recreation &
Park District is featuring videos for
all ages with virtual activities, in-
cluding Basketball Academy, Mys-
tery Craft Making Activities and
many more to come. Visit www.
larpd.org to subscribe and receive
notifications as new videos are
available.

Music Together Tri-Valley
Supports Early Childhood
Development

This international, award-win-
ning, early-childhood music pro-
gram supports parents with songs
and musical activities to enjoy with
their children through play-based
learning curriculum, designed to
help everyone learn to sing in tune
and keep a beat. For more informa-
tion, visit www.musictogether.com.

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
Offers Musical Podcast

During this time of challenge,
PCO continues to bring every-
one beautiful music made in-
sightful. Conductor Lawrence
Kohl is pleased to announce the
launch of a series of podcasts of
musician interviews and conver-
sations about the music. Subscribe
to listen at www.pacificchamber-
orchestra.org.

Enter events online at www.independentnews.com/calendar or

email calendar@independentnews.com for print.
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 573137
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Select Con-
struction, 7024 Newport CT,
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby
registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Larry Leonard,
7024 Newport CT, Dublin,
CA 94568. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 09/01/2020.
Signature of Registrant/s/:
Larry Leonard, Owner. This
statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 18, 2020. Ex-
pires September 18, 2025.
The Independent, Legal No.
4780. Published October 15,
22, 29, November 5, 2020.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. HG 20075236

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

TOALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petioner:

Ryan Todd Burton

777 Katrina St

Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 699-0108,

filed a petition with this
court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows:
Present Name:

Ryan Todd Burton

Proposed Name:

Ryan Catastrophically Ossum
THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested
in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indi-
cated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for
change of name should not
be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes
described above must file
a written objection that in-
cludes the reasons for the
objection at least two court
days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the peti-
tion should not be granted. If
no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 11/13/20

Time: 11:00 AM

Dept: 17

The address of the court is:
Alameda County Administra-
tion Building 1221 Oak Street
Oakland, CA 94612

A copy of this Order To Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for
four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on
the petition in the following
newspaper of general circu-
latition printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: September 16, 2020
/s/: Judge Desautels,

The Independent Legal No.

MIKE FRACISCO ¢
(925) 998-8131 = e
Fracisco Realty

Residential « Commercial * Property Mgmt ‘ﬂ

m MikeFracisco.com

DRE #01378428

4781 Published October 15,
22, 29, November 5, 2019.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 573564
The following person(s) doing
business as: C Watters Con-
sulting, 1079 Eve Ln, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Christine Watters,
1079 Eve Ln, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: January 2020.
Signature of Registrant/s/:
Christine Watters, Owner.
This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on October 6, 2020.
Expires October 6, 2025.
The Independent, Legal No.
4782. Published October 15,
22, 29, November 5, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 573696
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Mi Reina
Co., 1263 Lakehurst Road,
Livermore, CA 94551, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Leslie Amai-
rani Carbajal Ramos, 1263
Lakehurst Road, Livermore,
CA 94551. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Leslie
Amairani Carabajal Ramos,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 12,
2020. Expires October 12,
2025. The Independent, Legal
No. 4783. Published October
22,29, November 5, 12, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 573733
The following  person(s)
doing business as: Color
Creations Body Shop, 727
Industrial Pkwy West, Unit S,
Hayward, CA 94544, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Rene Garcia Ortiz,
329 Laurel Ave, Hayward, CA
94541. This business is con-
ducted by a General Partner-
ship. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Andres Gon-
zalez Garcia, General Partner.
This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on October 13, 2020.
Expires October 13, 2025.
The Independent, Legal No.
4784. Published October 29,
November 5, 12, 19, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 573738
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Gem’s Mo-
bile Notary, 1392 Fairbrook
CT, Livermore, CA 94551,
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Gemma
Houser, 1392 Fairbrook CT,
Livermore, CA 94551. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which

the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/:
Gemma Houser, by the Indi-
vidual. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 13,
2020. Expires October 13,
2025. The Independent, Legal
No. 4785. Published October
29, November 5, 12,19, 2020.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. RG 200774453

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petioner:

Stacey Marie Aboujudom

994 Lisbon Avenue
Livermore, CA 94550

(408) 799-0907,

filed a petition with this
court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows:
Present Name:

Stacey Marie Aboujudom
Proposed Name:

Stacey Marie Aboujudom
Younan

THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested
in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indi-
cated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for
change of name should not
be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes
described above must file
a written objection that in-
cludes the reasons for the
objection at least two court
days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the peti-
tion should not be granted. If
no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 11/6/20

Time: 11:00 AM

Dept: 17

The address of the court is:
Alameda County Administra-
tion Building 1221 Oak Street
Oakland, CA 94612

A copy of this Order To Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for
four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on
the peti- tion in the following
newspaper of general circu-
latition printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: September 16, 2020
/s/: Judge Desautels,

The Independent Legal
No. 4786 Published No-
vember 5, 12,19, 26, 2019.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 573509
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Beets +
Eats, 316 Stealth CT, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Beets Catering, Inc,
316 Stealth CT, Livermore,
CA 94551. This business is
conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The date on which the
registrant first commenced
to transact business un-
der the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: Sep-

tember 25, 2020. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Read H
Phillips, CEO. This statement
was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on Octo-
ber 5, 2020. Expires October
5, 2025. The Independent,
Legal No. 4787. Published
November 5, 12, 19, 26, 2020.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 573697
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Beautiful
Green Plants.online, 4043
Guilford Ave, Livermore, CA
94550, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Delfina  Calderon, 4043
Guilford  Ave, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: October 1, 2020.
Signature of Registrant/s/:
Delfina Calderon, Sole Pro-
prietor. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 12,
2020. Expires October 12,
2025. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 4788. Published No-
vember 5, 12, 19, 26, 2020.

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT,

for adoption information con-
tact Valley Humane Society at
(925)426-8656

Tri-Valley

Animal Rescue

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue

Our current weekly adoption
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies
at Farmer’s Market in Pleas-
anton. The location is Deluc-
chi Park, 4501 First St. Hours:
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 6960
Amador Plaza Rd. Hours:
11am to 3pm.

Visit our website, WWW.TVAR.
ORG, to see adoptable ani-
mals, volunteer opportunities,
and how to donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL
RESCUE on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION

Cat & kitten adoptions now at
the new Livermore Petco on
Saturdays from 10:00AM to
2:30PM. We have many ador-
able, tame kittens that have
been tested for FiV & FELV,
altered & vaccinated. We also
have adult cats & ranch cats

for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT

65)  HELP  WANTED
57) SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading
Real Estate Professionals & Services

-

REALTOR®

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

Dominic Greci
(925) 525-0864

N [E GRI !
uar',y

v

BRE#01707140

#01943073 / #01193347

/ BRE#01323804
' \ www.GreciGroup.com y

CalBRE #01256255 / #01741240 /

THE KRISTY
PEIXOTO TEAM

Luxury homes, Ranches & Land Realtors

(925) 251-2536

kpeixoto @rockeliff.com
thekristypeixototeam.com

Seniors Specialists
CalBRE 01342934
Broker, CRS, SRES, GREEN®

Nick and Barbara Lymberis
www.nickandbarbara.com
925-495-9832

40 Years Combined Experience

coLDweLL
BANKEZR O

RESIENTIAL BROKERAGE

[

CalBRE #01709171

BROKER ASSOCIATE, MPA
COMMERCIAL ® RESIDENTIAL

(925) 980-5648

homes@gailhender son.com
www.gailhender son.com

=\ Gail Hender son

T Eflvedelyf

CHASE ©)

Mortgage Banking
Serving Livermore and
Danville areas

Michelle Elliott

Senior Home Lending Advisor
925-212-6907 | Fax: 866-378-1616
michelle.d.elliott@chase.com

homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott @ 5 m

NMLS ID: 694685

i
2=

HomeServiees

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

WWW.SANDEEU.COM

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY | Properties

CalBRE#00855150

Specializing in
Livermore's
Finest Homes

Drysdale

#

"Q.\
.:_F_-) 3

JENNY HO rrecuoniaue
REALTOR® | DRE #02003110

510.386.4090 5

Cantonese | Mandarin | English

&

@

] LEGACY Jenny@]Jenny
REAL ESTATE
«ASSOCIATES ~ Www.Jenny!

DENNIS SERR
Broker Associate /REALTOR
Serving Livermore & Tri-Valley since 1999
dennis.rebroker@gmail.com
TriValleyHomeSellers.com

(925) 876-3756

Cal BRE#01251442

= EI}

[=];

AO

coLDWeLL
BANKER O

1

# Linda Newton
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

(925) 216-2015

LindaNewtonRE@gmail.com

Betier
o Homes

CalBRE# 01312631

Reliance
Partners

.

925.518.2142

LEGACY
REAL ESTATE
& ASSOCIATES

NICOLE SWEENEY

REALTOR?®

nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com

Gordon Corsie
Real Estate Broker
Scotsman Realty Group

CA DRE Lic # 0091100

Call/Text:

925.202.5497

www.thescotsman.com _‘#2*zeeeine

1686 Second St, Livermore
CalBRE #01965816

Always There For You

%S‘_Ol S’N.tAN

panies. Check with the local
Better Business Bureau be-
fore you send money or fees.
Read and understand any
contracts before you sign.
Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
CLASSIFIED AD
Call (925)243-8000

by the Contractors State Li-
cense Board. State law also
requires that contractors in-
clude their license numbers
on all advertising. Check your
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed persons
taking jobs less than $500
must state in their adver-
tisements that they are not
licensed by the Contractors
State License Board.”

Your local news source is delivered free
to readers in the Tri-Valley.

We are asking readers, who are able, to make a voluntary

MERCHANDISE REAL ESTATE subscription of $10 a month, or $100 a year.
Yo i nline at www.independentnews.com/contribute/
114) FOR SALE 170) LAND FOR RENT e T o ot
115)ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 157) OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
YARD SALES DUPLEX / APT RENTAL '"‘/”d@@@m@ﬁf
independentnews.com | 925.243.8000 Follow us on n U
18) FREE SECTION
165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
Free Pine & Oak Wood ALS TO SHARE
You cut & haul it 160) BOAT / RV /
Lots of Pine cones, too RENTAL SPACE

Please call
(408)897-3156

Seasoned Oak Firewood
$300 per cord,$150 half cord
Brandon (510) 299-7013

127) LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /
ANNOUNCEMENTS

155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: Cali-
fornia law requires that con-
tractors taking jobs that total
$500 or more (labor and/
or materials) be licensed

CITY OF
STOCKTON

SENIOR PLANNER
Up to $9,031.36/mo DOQ
Open until filled
APPLY AT:

www.stocktonca.gov/jobs
EOE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VII of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, and state law
prohibit advertisements for
housing and employment that
contain any preference, limi-
tation or discrimination based
on protected classes, includ-
ing race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status or
national origin. IVPC does not
knowingly accept any adver-
tisements that are in violation
of the law.

Your home.
Our mission.

Pleasanton/Livermore Valley

2059 3rd Street

Livermore, CA 94550

§25.251.11M

Barbara Benotto
925.337.3770
barbara@barbarabenotto.com
barbarabenotto.com

DRE 01966040

Tracey Esling
925.366.8275
tracey.esling@compass.com
compass.com

DRE 01219100

Leslie Faught
leslie@lesliefaught.com
lesliefaught.com

DRE 00971395

Kat Gaskins
925.963.7940
kat@katgaskins.com
katgaskins.com

DRE 01137199

Eva Tia
510.847.4310
eva.tia@compass.com
compass.com

DRE 02072764

Jo Ann Luisi
925.321.6104
joann.luisi@compass.com
joannluisi.com

DRE 01399250

Kris Moxley
925.519.9080
kris.moxley@compass.com
moxleyrealestate.com

DRE 00790463

COMPASS

Marti Gilbert
925.216.4063
marti@homesbymarti.com
compass.com

DRE 01520061

Cherie Doyle
925.580.2552
cherie.doyle@compass.com
compass.com

DRE 01950716

| Linda Futral
925.980.3561
linda.futral@compass.com
lindafutral.com

DRE 01257605

Gail Henneberry
925.980.1900
gail.henneberry@compass.com
compass.com

DRE 00693908

Linda Traurig
925.382.9746
linda.traurig@compass.com
lindatraurig.com

DRE 01078773

Lily McClanahan
925.209.9328
lily.mcclanahan@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 01975835

Maureen Nokes
925.577.2700
maureen.nokes@compass.com
compass.com

DRE 00589126

Don Faught
V.P./Managing Broker
925.872.7070
don.faught@compass.com
DRE 00971395

Our mission is to help everyone find
their place in the world. Compass

is continuing to expand our
California presence through new
partnerships with local firms Alain
Pinel Realtors®, Paragon, and Pacific
Union International. Aided by our
technology, service, and access to
more agents in the region, you can
now go further in your home search.

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:

925.243.8010 kim@independentnews.com

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate
broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009.
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Fall shows its colors in vineyard leaves as the 2020 wine country harvest comes to
a close. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Dublin Plans to Paint the Town Green

City staff unveiled a
plan that will bring back
St. Patrick’s Day commu-
nity celebration, after it
was previously cancelled to
the pandemic.

The traditional celebra-
tion always occurred on
the weekend nearest St.
Patrick’s Day, and drew
80,000 people thanks in part
to a Bay Areawide advertis-
ing campaign. In March, in
its 38th year, there will be
in-person events following
the county’s Public Health

Department COVID re-
quirements.

The activities will in-
clude an Irish tea cottage
in Heritage Park, where
acoustic music will be per-
formed all day on Saturday
and Sunday, March 13 and
14. A Celtic rock concert
will be at Emerald Glen Park
in the evening on Saturday,
March 13, and attendees
must reserve a 10-foot by
10-foot ‘shamrock,’ suitable
for a family or small group,
to be seated.

The Civic Center Com-
plex will host Irish dancers,
crafts and games, roaming
bagpipers and leprechauns,
and feature recitals of Irish
limericks and storytelling.

One event will go vir-
tual. Participants in the an-
nual 5k Fun Run will sign
in online, run independently,
and be tracked with a smart
phone app. Prizes will be
awarded in the different
categories, and there will
be a drive-through pick-up
to get a T-shirt.

— arts
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Las Positas College to Administer
New Annual Memorial Scholarship

Las Positas College
Foundation has agreed to
administer a new annual
scholarship endowed by
the Pleasanton North Ro-
tary (PNR) Foundation in
the memory of departed
PNR past presidents, David
Cherry and Ed Golden.

The PNR Foundation
funded the $500 annual
Rotary Club of Pleasan-
ton North David Cherry
and Ed Golden Memorial
Scholarship in perpetuity
with a $12,500 grant from
a its endowment funds and
donations from friends and
family members.

The scholarship will be
awarded to qualified U.S.
military veterans enrolled at
Las Positas College. Its first
recipient will be announced
in the summer of 2021.

Born in Oakland on

April 17, 1953, Cherry
served a four-year tour of
duty as an Air Force flight
simulator specialist. He was
honorably discharged in
1979. With spouse, Debo-
rah, also an Air Force vet-
eran, he returned to Califor-
nia, where he managed the
family’s Big O Tire Store in
Pleasanton until his death
on April 24, 2017, at the
age of 64.

As a long-time PNR
member and president from
2008 to 2009, Cherry was
beloved for his wit, friend-
liness, and generosity. He
was an avid San Francisco
Giants fan and sportsman.
He was survived by his wife
Deborah and children, Josh-
ua, Adrianne, and Kelsey.

A U.S. Army veteran
and information technology
engineer, Ed Golden was a

dedicated, hands-on kind of
Rotarian, who led the club
with humor, dedication, and
considerable intelligence.
He served as PNR president
from 2015 to 2016.

Ed was devoted to
causes benefiting veterans,
including leading PNR’s
early financial support for
the Veterans Memorial at
Pleasanton’s Pioneer Ceme-
tery and direct involvement
with the biennial East Bay
Stand Down, an interven-
tional program for home-
less veterans.

A Texas native, Golden
also brewed craft beers
and was a fan of nearly
everything associated with
the Lone Star State. He died
on March 2, 2018, at the age
of 51. He was survived by
his wife, Lara and daughter,
Julia.

Now You're Cooking

with
Culinary@&ngels

Thank you
for Your
support!

THANK YOU to all our Sponsors, Participants, and Attendees who joined us
for our virtual fundraiser event Now You're Cooking with Culinary Angels!

It was a fabulous night as three Tri-Valley restaurant chefs and Culinary
Angels Chef Claudia battled it out in an exciting cooking competition, along
with music, special guest speakers, and raffle items. Videos of the event are on

our website culinaryangels.org.

Congratulations to our winning chefs
Claudia Holley Castillo and Mona Sethi!

Claudia Holley Castillo
Culinary Angels

Mona Sethi

Pans on Fire

A very big THANK YOU to all our Sponsors:

a The Errigo Group
~ Indlependent

Stanford
P’ HeatHcare  ValleyCare

STANFORD MEDICINE

WOOD FAMILY
E vaRD:

John
Carter

FREMONT Tri-Valley —
BANK

— Conservancy

Pleasanton Danville
Weekly.com % SanRamon

Culinary Angels is a Registered 501c3. Tax ID #84-2906765
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favorite artists - 4-course delivered dinner & wine - diamond pendant raffle - live & silent auctions

SATURDAY # NOVEMBER 21

BANK

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Michael & Denise Weiner - Pat Wheeler

FREMONT Priem Family Foundation
Jean King - Lynn & Joan Seppala

Lance Cavalieri Jewelers - Denise Watkins - Bob & Patricia Zollars

The Independent - Pleasanton Weekly - Shea Homes - Topcon - Trutner Law Offices
UNCLE Credit Union - Dona Crawford - Phil & Muriel Dean - Steve & Melody O’'Shea

Event Partners: Advance Creative - BEETS+EATS - Freddie Silveria - Wente Vineyards

PAULA
POUNDSTONE

SHIMABUKURO

JAKE

THE CHOIR
OF MAN

KEIKO MATSUI
AND MORE...




