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Views From
Freeway
Revisited

Livermore Panel
Revisited 20-year
City General Plan

By David Jen

LIVERMORE — The
city’s General Plan Advi-
sory Committee (GPAC)
recommended at its meeting
last Wednesday that the
city update its scenic cor-
ridor policy to create more
viewpoints from within the
city as part of its updated
general plan. The GPAC’s
feedback will be provided
to the planning commission
and city council.

Dating from 1976, the
city’s corridor policy limits
building heights close to
1-580 to preserve views of
the surrounding hills from
the freeway.

But GPAC members at
their Aug. 14 meeting ques-
tioned the benefit of such a
backdrop, and reasoned that

(See VIEWS, page 7)

Tri-Valley
Sees Growth
For Sutter

Livermore, Pleasanton
Among New Sites

By Dawnmarie Fehr

REGIONAL — Sutter
Health is increasing its foot-
print in the Tri-Valley with
the opening of new offices in
Livermore and Pleasanton.

“We are excited to grow
our existing presence in the
Tri-Valley area to create
even more health care access
in the community,” said
Kevin Cook, president of
Sutter Health’s Greater Sili-
con Valley area. “Expanding
our reach in this area is
part of our commitment to
significantly grow our care
system to address the health
care needs patients face
across Silicon Valley.”

In both cities, Sutter
Health will move into ex-
isting buildings, opening
offices after renovations
have been completed. In
Livermore, work has begun
on 11,000 square feet of
leased space on Southfront
Road. Opening sometime
next summer, the space will
include a care center with
16 exam rooms, with staff

(See SUTTER, page 8)

and Ballistic United Soccer Club to march through downtown. The first Pleasanton
Youth Soccer Parade took place in 1969. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

Climate Plan Boosted By Fed Grant

Solar Electric Vehicle Chargers Installed at Livermore Library

By Ruth Roberts

LIVERMORE — Repre-
sentatives from the U.S.
Department of Energy
(DOE) will co-host an
event with the City of
Livermore on Aug. 30 to
mark the city’s installa-
tion of two solar electric
vehicle chargers at the
Civic Center Library. The
chargers were paid for in
part through a DOE rebate
program. Livermore was

the first city in the nation
to receive the grant.

The DOE paid $144,230
of the $174,060.50 total
cost of the project.

“The city applied for a
rebate voucher from the
U.S. Department of En-
ergy's Energy Efficiency
and Conservation Block
Grant (EECBG) program
to cover a large portion of
the project costs, and the
event will celebrate that
milestone,” said Tricia

Pontau, sustainability pro-
gram manager for the City
of Livermore. “August is
also DOE’s ‘Resilience
Month,’ and their team will
highlight EECBG program
investments that promote
community resilience.”
The chargers were de-
livered and installed last
spring and will be used
to charge the city’s fleet
vehicles. They also operate
independently from the
grid and use batteries that

(See CLIMATE, page 7)

Candidates, Measures Finalized for
November General Election Ballot

Tri-Valley City Council, School Board Seats Among Races

By Independent Staff

REGIONAL — Aug. 9 was
the filing deadline for the
November general election
ballot. In addition to the
races for President, the ballot
for Tri-Valley voters will
contain a host of local races
and issues.

All registered voters in
Alameda County will be
sent a vote-by-mail ballot on
October 7. Here’s a rundown
of what will show up on the
ballot.

(Asterisks indicate an
incumbent candidate)

U.S. Senate

Steve Garvey (Republi-
can Party), Adam B. Schiff
(Democratic Party)

U.S. Congress

10th District (includes
parts of Dublin with Con-

tra Costa County): Mark
DeSaulnier* (Democratic
Party), Katherine Piccinini
(Republican Party)

14th District: Vin Krut-
tiventi (Republican Party),
Eric Swalwell* (Democratic

Party)

California State Senate

5th District: Jerry Mc-
Nerney (Democratic Party),
Jim Shoemaker (Republican

Party)

California State Assembly

16th District: Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan* (Democratic
Party), Joseph A. Rubay
(Republican Party)

20th District: Liz Ortega*
(Democratic Party), San-
geetha Shanbhogue (Repub-
lican Party)

24th District: Bob Brun-
ton (Republican Party), Alex
Lee* (Democratic Party)

California State Ballot
Measures

Proposition 2: Authorizes
Bonds for Public School and
Community College Facili-
ties. Legislative Statute.

Proposition 3: Consti-
tutional Right to Marriage.
Legislative Constitutional
Amendment.

Proposition 4: Authorizes
Bonds for Safe Drinking
Water, Wildfire Prevention,
and Protecting Communities
and Natural Lands from
Climate Risks. Legislative
Statute.

Proposition 5: Allows
Local Bonds for Affordable
Housing and Public Infra-
structure with 55% Voter
Approval. Legislative Con-
stitutional Amendment.

Proposition 6: Elimi-
nates Constitutional Provi-
sion Allowing Involuntary
Servitude for Incarcerated

(See BALLOT, page 9)

Livermore Park
Board Possibly
Missing $200M

Board Directors Ask LAFCO To Explain

By Ruth Roberts

LIVERMORE — The
board of directors of the
Livermore Area Recreation
and Park District (LARPD)
believes an inter-agency
tax-sharing agreement has
not provided the district
with the money it is owed.
Specifically, over the
last 30-plus years of the
agreement, LARPD Di-
rector Phillip Pierpont
thinks that it should have
received $200 million
more than it did because
of decisions made by the
Local Agency Formation
Commission (LAFCO)
of Alameda County. That
money may have instead
gone to the East Bay Re-
gional Park District.
Under the tax-sharing

agreement, usage fees,
property taxes and a spe-
cial local tax are collected
by the county and distrib-
uted to area agencies such
as LARPD. LAFCO, an
advisory board, makes
boundary and jurisdic-
tional decisions which
determine, in the case
of parks, which parcels
are considered within the
sphere of influence (or
SOI) of which district.
That affects how funding
is allocated.

The dispute came to
light in LARPD’s Aug. 13
meeting, where directors
expressed frustration over
LAFCO’s seeming refusal
to include and address
their concerns in a draft
report.

LAFCO representatives

(See PARKS, page 7)

Students, officials and Dublin Historical Society members
bury a time capsule on the grounds of the new Emerald
High School. (See story on page 3) (Photo — Doug
Jorgensen)

Bay Area Housing Finance Authority

Housing Board Pulls $20
Billion Bond From Ballot

By Larry Altman

REGIONAL — Faced with
polls that showed a $20 billion
regional bond measure to build
affordable housing having little
chance of voter approval, the Bay
Area Housing Finance Authority
(BAHFA) on Wednesday reluc-
tantly pulled the measure fromthe
November ballot.

The unanimous action fol-
lowed repeated polls since last
year that found Regional Mea-
sure 4 — the Bay Area Afford-

ability Plan — could muster no
higher than 55% favorability, far
lower than the two-thirds vote
necessary to pass.

Voters in Alameda, Contra
Costa, Marin, Napa, San Mateo,
Santa Clara, Solano, Sonoma and
San Francisco counties would
have found the measure on their
Nov. 5 ballot.

BAHFA commissioners said
they were hoping the housing
measure’s success would be
assisted by Proposition 5, a state-
wide constitutional amendment

(See HOUSING, page 9)
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Livermore Valley Opera founder Raquel Holt heads to the stage during intermission
at this summer's final Opera in the Vineyard performance. Holt was surprised with
an honorary plaque for her 31 years of devoted service chairing the nonprofit opera
company’s annual fundraising event. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

Raquel Holt

LVO Founder Honored, Looks Back
On Opera Company's Success

By Christina Cavallaro

LIVERMORE — Last Sun-
day, opera lovers sat clus-
tered together at large round
tables beneath the trees at
Garré Vineyard to enjoy the
last Opera in the Vineyard
(O1V) performance of the
summer season. The event is
not only one of Livermore’s
most popular outdoor sum-
mertime displays of arts and
culture, but serves as one of
Livermore Valley Opera’s
(LVO) most important fund-
raising events.

The woman at the helm of

OIV for the past 31 years as
chair, LVO Founder Raquel
Holt, was honored at intermis-
sion this year with a special
surprise plaque by LVO Board
President, Keith Sawyer, for
her unwavering service.

The Livermore Valley Op-
era company will open its 33rd
season in September with
“Daughter of the Regiment,”
a classic comedic opera writ-
ten by Gaetano Donizetti,
at the Bankhead Theater in
Livermore.

The Independent had a
chance to sit down with Holt
before she received the award.

Holt reflected on the origin
story of the Livermore Valley
Opera.

“There were five of us who
really enjoyed singing, but
none of us had any experience
in running an opera company,”’
Holt said. “But we were just
enthusiastic and determined.
And we were also convinced
that the community was going
to support an opera company.”

And it has. LVO incor-
porated in 1992 and is still
going strong and “has never
been in the red,” Holt added.
In fact, staying in the black
is no small feat; running an

(See OPERA page 8)
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PETS OF THE WEEK
COSMO AND WANDA

Cosmo and Wanda are ready to make all your wishes come
true! This bonded pair shares the same big golden eyes
and silky striped coat. Much like the cartoon characters
they’re named after, Cosmo will keep you entertained with
his energetic personality, while Wanda balances him out,
offering mellow snuggles. If you're ready to learn more
about this pair of perfect playmates, visit valleyhumane.
org or email info@valleyhumane.org to start the adoption
application process. (Photos courtesy of Valley Humane)
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Pleasanton Schools Begin Hunt for New Superintendent

By Ruth Roberts

The Pleasanton Unified
School District (PUSD)
board of trustees is enlisting
the help of the community in
choosing the district’s new
superintendent.

Former Superintendent
David Haglund stepped
down earlier this year, citing
a desire to spend more time
with family. Retired Menlo
Park Superintendent Mau-
rice Ghysels is serving as
interim superintendent.

The board is soliciting
feedback from the commu-
nity and staff via a series

of town hall forums and a
community survey.

The campaign is set to
begin the week of Aug. 26.
The survey and list of meet-
ing dates will be posted
on the district’s website at
www.pleasantonusd.net. The
survey will also be available
in English, Spanish, Chinese,
Hindi and Korean. The com-
munity forums are tentative-
ly scheduled for the weeks of
Sept. 6 and 13.

“As an initial step in the
process to hire the next su-
perintendent of the PUSD,
the board of trustees seeks
to engage the district’s ed-

ucational partners (i.e. staff,
families and community
members) in a listening cam-

Jonathan Fey

paign to identify the desired
professional and person-
al characteristics for the
next superintendent,” PUSD
Board President Mary Jo
Carreon wrote in an emailed
statement to district families.
The board has hired con-
sulting firm Hazard, Young,
Attea and Associates (HYA)
to conduct the survey. HYA
will present the results of the
survey and public forums
at the PUSD regular board
meeting on Oct. 10.
Haglund is the fourth
school superintendent to leave
Tri-Valley school districts
this year. Sunol Glen Super-

intendent/Principal Molly
Barnes, Livermore Valley
Joint Unified School District
Superintendent Chris Van
Schaack and San Ramon Val-
ley Unified School District’s
John Malloy have all retired
from their respective districts.

Amador High School Principal
Taking Leave of Absence
Just two weeks into the
new school year, Amador
Valley High School Principal
Jonathan Fey has taken a
leave of absence. The terms
of Fey’s leave and its dura-
tion have not been disclosed.
According to staff, for-

mer Amador High Principal
John Whitney, who retired
in 2013, will be assisting
the administrative team as
will another former Amador
principal Joshua Butterfield.

“We want our commu-
nity to know that Amador’s
students, staff and commu-
nity are in good hands with
the Amador administrative
team, along with additional
support provided by district
leadership and retired PUSD
high school administrators,”
wrote PUSD Interim Super-
intendent Maurice Ghysels
in a statement to the school
community.

The Independent Hires

By Independent Staff

David Jen, managing
editor of The Independent,
stepped aside on Aug. 15 for
personal reasons that have
come up recently. Veteran
journalist Chris Winters has
been hired as the interim
managing editor, effective
immediately.

Winters has worked as a
journalist for more than 25
years, including 10 years in
editorial leadership roles.
He started as a freelance
writer for an English-lan-

guage weekly in Budapest,
Hungary, in the 1990s, with
later stints as a daily news-
paper reporter and magazine
editor, primarily in Wash-
ington state. Most recently,
he worked as a senior editor
for YES! Magazine, a non-
profit quarterly publication
and online news source for
solutions journalism.

Jen explained that be-
cause of his situation he
was no longer able to de-
vote the time required to
be managing editor. “The
Independent's team is mul-

tifaceted and talented. They
have been a pleasure to work
with, and Chris now brings
a wealth of professional
experiences to the paper. I'm
excited to follow the results
of their continued work in
local journalism.”

Jen expects to keep writ-
ing for The Independent on
a freelance basis, as time
allows.

Publisher Joan Seppala
expressed her deep appre-
ciation for the leadership
Jen has brought to The In-
dependent. She explained,

“David’s open, supportive
manner has enabled report-
ers to expand their areas
of interest. He encouraged
them to pursue important
stories that attracted them,
in addition to providing
coverage of their regular
beats. Also, he has helped a
number of the newer report-
ers grow their journalism
skills.”

“I have particularly ap-
preciated the strong, in-
depth, investigative stories
that he has written for The
Independent, and am very

pleased that he expects to
be able to keep on doing so,”
Seppala said.

Turning to Winters, Sep-
pala stated, “We’re fortunate
to have found an editor as
experienced and talented
as Chris, and with such a
warm, outgoing personality.
His values related to com-
munity concerns reinforce
those that The Independent
has held for over 60 years.”

“What’s more, Chris
dove into local issues imme-
diately, and gained a rapid
understanding of them. Our

Veteran Journalist as Interim Managing Editor

coverage of the themes that
Tri-Valley residents care
about will only increase.”

Winters noted, “I’m
excited to help The Inde-
pendent, and I’m already
impressed by what the paper
has accomplished.”

He will continue to work
remotely from his home in
the Seattle area, where he
lives with his wife and cat.
He hopes to visit the Tri-Val-
ley in the near future.

Winters can be reached
at chris@independentnews.
com.
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Two local Uyghur dance performers display their
traditional dress. (Photo courtesy of Museum on Main)

Pleasanton Museum on Main
To Celebrate Uyghur Culture

The Museum on Main
in Pleasanton will host a
free family day celebrating
Uyghur culture on Saturday,
Sept. 7.

Uyghurs are an ethnic
group of about 11 million
living primarily in the Tarim
Basin of northwest China.
There are about 9,000 Uy-
ghurs in the United States,
according to the Census Bu-
reau, including a community
in Pleasanton. Members of
the local Uyghur community
will share information on
their traditional culture at
the library from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., including language,
music, art, dance, and fash-
ion.

“We feel very fortunate
to be a part of a diverse

community here in Pleasan-
ton and each year we try to
highlight that diversity with
our Celebrate Community
partnerships and programs,”
said Rachel Brickell, the
museum’s director of ed-
ucation. “We are honored
to be spotlighting the local
Uyghur community.”

The day will also in-
clude hands-on activities,
including making traditional
skullcaps known as doppas,
practicing calligraphy, and
learning how to cross stitch.
There will also be Uyghur
games and hair braiding.

A Uyghur dance group
will also perform on the
library’s front lawn at 603
Main St., accompanied by a
dutar player.

Woman Hospitalized Following
Early Morning Residential Fire

A Livermore woman was
hospitalized for smoke inha-
lation last week following a
fire at a single-story house in
the 1000 block of Florence
Road caused by smoking
in bed, according to fire
officials.

A man in the house at the
time escaped without injury,
but one of the woman’s four
dogs was killed.

Firefighters from the
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire
Department crew responded
to the fire about 1:30 a.m.
on Thursday, Aug. 15, and
reported heavy smoke bil-
lowing from the front door
when they arrived, according
to Battalion Chief Daniel
Moyles.

The woman managed
to escape through the front
door on her own, Moyles, but
was taken to a local hospital.
Moyles said the unidentified

woman told investigators
she was smoking in bed and
fell asleep.

“The safety message is
that if you have to smoke
before you sleep, make sure
you do it before you crawl
into bed,” Moyles said.

Moyles said there was
“extensive damage” inside
the house, although the only
evidence of a fire from the
outside the next day was a
boarded-up front entrance.

“It’s a clean house from
the front,” Moyles said. “But
there’s extensive damage
inside to the rear.”

While currently unliv-
able, Moyles said the house
could likely be saved.

“Re-support some of the
structure members that got
burned,” he said. “Add some
sheet rock. Paint. Six months
from now it could be a brand-
new-looking house.”

3VCF to Administer Gounty's $3M Opioid Grant Program

Three Valleys Communi-
ty Foundation (3VCF) has
been named fiscal agent by
the Alameda County Board
of Supervisors to administer
$3 million dollars in Opioid
Settlement Innovative Mini-
Grant Program funds, the
Livermore-based nonprofit
organization announced
this week.

The grants, expected to be
awarded to community orga-
nizations this winter, will vary
in amount up to $300,000.

The foundation said it
would work with the county
Behavioral Health Depart-
ment, to direct funds to local

groups that offer opioid ad-
diction treatment, overdose
reversal, and prevention
programs.

“Health disparities among
Alameda County residents are
multifaceted and complex,”
said foundation President Kel-
ly Bowers. “Our commitment
is to award grants that offer
innovative, community-based
solutions and high impact
abatement activities that help
guide harm reduction, treat-
ment, and recovery options to
ameliorate the opioid crisis.”

The grants are part of a $54
billion nationwide settlement
agreed to in 2021 by the larg-

LAVTA Updates Office and
Customer Service Hours

The Livermore Amador
Valley Transit Authority
(LAVTA) administrative offic-
es, 1362 Rutan Dr., Livermore,
are now open from 9 am. to
noon and 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

Customer service staff
will also be available at the
Livermore Transit Center,

2500 Railroad Ave., from
5 a.m. to 7 p.m. for riders
with questions about Wheels
bus services, Clipper Card
payments, Altamont Corridor
Express ticketing, paratransit
services, and trip planning
assistance. Customer service
is also available by calling
925-455-7500.

2024 FALL
SEASON

AUG. 24

2PM

SEPT. 13

7PM

SEPT. 28

8 PM

OCT. 18

8 PM

OCT. 24
7 PM

OCT. 25

THE CITY OF

L

est opioid manufacturers and
distributors in the U.S., who
had been sued by states across
the country. Three major phar-
macy chains and additional
manufactures were added to
the settlement in 2022.

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, opioid-related deaths
in the U.S. have risen tenfold
since 1999, with more than
80,000 deaths in 2022.

“Our local communities
are uniquely positioned to
lead the county’s efforts to
end the opioid crisis,” said Dr.
George Ayala, deputy director
of the county Public Health

Department. “They bear wit-
ness daily to the fallout and
hold intimate knowledge of
the most effective pathways
to recovery and resilience.”

ARROYO
CELLARS

Tasting Room Open:
Saturday: 12 - 5pm,
Sunday: 12 - 5pm,
or by appointment

2270 Research Drive,
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

2351 Peregrine Street
5 bedroom 4 bathroom V3287 sq ft www.indafutral.com
Lot V9375 sq ft, Bed and bath
downstairs. Jump on board before
it's sold! $2,098,000

Linda Diaz Futral

Broker/Realtor

925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com

License #01257605

FIREHOUSE

ARTS CENTER.

The Golden Follies

Summer 2024

5 BUCK FORD

CARNADAY 1

A Tribute to the Music of Santana

DOOMSDAY DIARIES

STELEA HEATH &

FANDJANG(

Additional shows are coming this season.
For more information or to purchase tickets,
visit firehousearts.org or call 925-931-4850 E
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Emerald High School Leaves a Message to Future Classes

By Ruth Roberts

Emerald High School stu-
dents buried their trinkets,
treasures and cultural keep-
sakes in a time capsule on the
grounds of the newly opened
campus on Sunday. The cap-
sule is intended to remain in
place until it is unearthed on

the 10th anniversary of the
new school’s first graduating
class, in 2037.

Roger Lee, president of
the Dublin Historical Society,
which co-hosted the event,
said students contributed more
than 40 items for the capsule.
Although not all of them fit
into the 14 x 6-inch steel

cylinder, the pieces that did
make it offera vivid and varied
snapshot of life in 2024.

“Without giving too much
away, there will likely be
some artwork, local newspa-
pers and references from the
time. such as popular stars,
movies and other pop culture
items,” Lee said.

While the time capsule is
a fun activity for the students
and community, the exercise
also serves a more important
purpose.

“We (in the historical soci-
ety) are hoping to do as much
as we can to promote the histo-
ry of the area so residents can
become a part of history, and

atime capsule does that,” said
Lee. “History is not just some-
thing that you read in a book,
but something that you can be
apart of, and that’s fun.”

The capsule event was
part of several activities cel-
ebrating the opening of the
new high school. The day
included performances by

Emerald’s cheer and hip-hop
teams, along with games, food
and face painting.

Emerald High School wel-
comed students onto the new
high-tech, $374-million cam-
pus on Aug.13. The 23-acre
site is the first comprehensive
high school in Alameda Coun-
ty to be built in 50 years.

New Art Exhibit Captures Public Imagination Through Livermore Rail History

By Christina Cavallaro

The transcontinental
train line that once moved
passengers from the east-
ern states through the
Tri-Valley to San Francisco
has always held a certain
fascination for many area
residents with its history
rife with deals, shenan-
igans and even murder.
The rail line was amongst

the railroad arrived, the
nearest markets for local
farmers were several days
away by slow horse-drawn
wagon routes. And limited
wagon capacity made it im-
possible to bring multiple
animals to market.

“That all changed with
the railroad,” said Frank.
Before that, the shipment
of grains and hay to market
was unprofitable because

their construction. “This
is actually how they got
so rich,” said Frank. A
federal bond was issued
for every 20 miles of rail
constructed. The principals
then sold these bonds at
cost, then took advantage
of underpaid Chinese la-
bor to reduce construction
expenses, pocketing the
difference.

Things got even shad-

Livermore’s original freight depot burned to the ground on June 28, 1891. The depot
fire was thought to have been caused by exploding gasoline in the hottest weather
recorded to date. A larger depot was completed in 1892 to accommodate heavier
freight traffic. The second story served as living quarters for the Station Master. (Photo
courtesy of the Livermore Heritage Guild)

the earliest to be built in
the 1860s in California
and provided the first rail
connection between San
Francisco and the rest of
the nation.

Local historian and re-
tired physicist Alan Frank
regaled an audience with
locomotive lore from the
Bankhead Theater stage on
Saturday, Aug. 10. Frank’s
slideshow presentation was
part of the kick-off for the
“Rails Connect: A Liver-
more-Pleasanton Railroad
Journey Through Art &
History.” The exhibit at
the UNCLE Credit Union
Art Gallery in the lobby of
the Bankhead is open now
through Oct. 6.

Frank has been instru-
mental in preserving and
documenting this romantic,
albeit sometimes seedy,
chapter of the valley’s
history.

Through archival im-
agery, original historical
documents, maps and in-
formative captions, the
current exhibit describes
the rich and complex or-
igins of railroads in and
around Livermore.

But more than just fas-
cinating history for enter-
tainment value, the exhibit
explores how the City of
Livermore and the rail-
roads both emerged in
the late 1860s and how
their growth and interests
developed in tandem over
the next 50 years.

As Frank explained it,
when Robert Livermore
settled in the valley in the
1830s, the population was
quite small. “It was barely
2,000 in 1900,” he said.
The population grew to just
3,000 in 1930 and didn’t
exceed 4,000 people until
the 1950s.

The early development
of Livermore had every-
thing to do with the rail-
way’s development. Before

large wagons could not car-
ry enough over Livermore
(now Altamont) Pass or
through the Alameda Can-
yon for profit. “Ranchers
only grew what they need-
ed to support their cattle.”
With the arrival of rail
travel, large amounts of
grain could now be shipped
far and wide. Warehouses
were built along the rail-
road tracks and became
shipping businesses in
their own right. Starting
in the 1880s, freight ship-
ments through the Tri-Val-
ley included large amounts
of local wine.

If you build it, they will come.
Building the railroad
through the Tri-Val-
ley wasn’t simple, and
much skullduggery en-
sued during the years-long
process. Greedy railroad
barons stole land from
unsuspecting farmers and
local Indigenous people,
and laundered the money
they made through subsid-
iary companies, making
themselves even richer.

The exhibit calls out
one group of Sacramento
businesspeople, headed by
Theodore Judah, who was
instrumental in laying out
the transcontinental route
through Donner Pass. He
founded the Central Pacific
Railroad company and lob-
bied Congress to build the
Pacific Railroad. Gold had
been discovered in Califor-
nia in 1848, and California
joined the union two years
later, sparking massive
migration and a drive to
connect the new state to the
rest of the country.

Judah and a shady group
of five principal stockhold-
ers in his company became
known as “the Associates,”
and worked in cahoots to
build the railroads more
cheaply than the feder-
al bonds issued to cover

ier, and murderous, when
Charles McLaughlin, one
of the Associates and prin-
cipals of Central Pacific,
hired his own company to
build the Western Pacific
Railroad. He contracted
the actual building of it
to decorated Civil War
officer Jerome Cox but
partway through the cost-
ly project, McLaughlin
ran out of money and
stopped construction in
1866. He never paid Cox,
who had laid out $50,000
of his own money, for his
expenses, nor did he pay
the Chinese laborers for
their work.

Over the next several
years, Cox sued McLaugh-
lin seven times to recoup
his losses, only to have his
cases thrown out of court.
Frustrated and believing
McLaughlin had bribed
all the judges in the state,
Cox entered McLaughlin’s
office and shot him dead.
Cox was never charged,
and McLaughlin had be-
come so hated by the entire
community as a robber
baron, that it would have
been impossible to raise a
jury to convict his assassin.

“Cox was shortly there-
after celebrated as a hero,
then nominated for gover-
nor,” Frank said.

Later in the 1860s,
Charles Crocker, one of
the only remaining living
members of the Associ-
ates, was quoted telling
then-Governor Frederick
Low, “We built the (rail)
road for the profits we
could make building it,
and when we got it done,
we didn’t know what the
devil to do with it.”

One featured image in
the exhibit is of the earliest
known photo of a train in
Livermore in 1875 in front
of the passenger depot and
what was then Anspach-
er’s store and warehouse,

Livermore to Host Community Service Day

Livermore will be
joined by the Livermore
Area Recreation and Park
District and Livermore
Valley Joint Unified School
District in hosting a Com-
munity Service Day from
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 7.

Organizers said the
event is designed to “en-
gage the community in
volunteerism to enhance

and beautify Livermore.”
Activities will include
cleaning up parks, painting
fences, planting flowers
and shrubs, and other beau-
tification projects, with
opportunities for everyone,
regardless of skill level.
Las Positas College will
also host an Opportunities
Fair for the volunteers
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m., with lunch, live en-

tertainment by the band
Crawdad Republic, and
information about local
nonprofits and year-round
volunteer opportunities.

The Community Service
Day was originally planned
for May but was postponed
due to rain.

For more information or
to sign up as a volunteer,
go to LivermoreCA.gov/
CSD.

which were built in 1872.

The historic train sta-
tion has been preserved,
but only narrowly escaped
demolition, as was ex-
plained in Frank’s book,
“Depot: A History of the
Railroad in Livermore.”
Livermore’s historic depot
was moved in July 2017
to the city’s transit center,
where it now serves as a
station for buses and the
ACE (Altamont Corridor
Express) train, bringing
people from Tracy and
further east through Liv-
ermore, Pleasanton and all
the way to San Jose.

The Progressive Era
of Theodore Roosevelt’s
presidency marked the
time when the railroads
began to lose their place
as the dominant mode of
transportation. Roosevelt
instituted trust-busting
policies to break up the
railroad monopolies that
were ravaging the nation.

Government money
supported the completion
of roads for automobile
traffic, and later funded
the new air travel industry.

This emergence of
modes of transportation
that competed with rail
fostered major changes in
Livermore’s relationship
with the railroads.

In addition to the Liver-
more depot, today residents
of the Tri-Valley live with
a little piece of the past in
their own backyards. The
Niles Canyon Railway
operates along a segment
of the first transcontinental

railroad and is now a living
history museum, interpret-
ing the importance of our
heritage railroads in the
development of California
and the nation.

The railways of the
past may soon play a part
in the future, too. Valley
Link, a new zero-emis-
sion hydrogen line planned
to run along the original
transcontinental railroad
of the past to connect the
San Joaquin Valley to the
Tri-Valley and BART, is

scheduled to begin service
as soon as 2025.
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Tri-Valley Can’t Wait Anymore for a New Housing Bond
The Bay Area Housing Finance ative and provide its own solutions  to be provided with basic services, response will need to evolve into
Authority pulled its $20 billion to homelessness—sweeping en- especially security, water for drink- prevention and maintenance, so
bond issue from the November campments for TV cameras,as Gov. ing and cleaning, and a sewer con- that homelessness becomes less an
ballot last week. If the measure had  Gavin Newsom has done in Los nection. Social and mental health urgent problem to solve and more of
been allowed to go to a vote and Angeles, is not the answer. service providers should be given a potential problem to avoid.
passed, Alameda County commu- Cities can and should ensure that ~ space to meet the residents on their Our local governments need to act
nities stood to receive $2.8 billion new developments help finance own ground and help them transi- because, simply, they are the entities
to support new low income housing  housing solutions, not just affordable  tion out of homelessness. that can find the money and send it
construction near transit, jobs and units for low-income residents, but And speaking of tents, our local ~where it needs to go. We have long
stores; converting vacant lots or also facilities and services specifical-  governments have to find themoney offloaded services for the poorest
blighted properties into housing; ly for homeless individuals. for those people who have nothing among us to churches and the non-
and providing first-time homebuyer Developers are already required and have been sleeping outdoors. profit sector— providing charity for
assistance. to build a certain number of afford- Purchasing quality camping tents those most destitute — instead of
While the loss of that potential —able units when planning market-rate  is one option. Other options include establishing a social safety net that
financing is significant, we hope it housing. Cities should either require  building more semipermanent, prevents them from becoming so in
is temporary, because housing has units to be set aside for homeless prefabricated “tiny homes,” such as the first place.
become increasingly unaffordable people, or they should earmark in- those at Goodness Village in Liv- Building new housing is a noto-
throughout the region. lieu fees specifically for homeless ermore, or making available small riously slow process in California,
However, we are facing a crisis housing elsewhere. studio apartments — possibly by and our prices are the highest in the
of homelessness right now, and However, housing—whether converting vacant office space. nation. The now-pulled housing
waiting until the next election cycle market-rate, low-income or for peo- We need to be more proactive, bond estimated a $700,000 price tag
to try and address itis woefully inad-  ple experiencing homelessness— however. Cities have found that to build each residential unit, and it
equate. The housing bond as it was  does not just spring up overnight. In  identifying people at risk of becom-  would have taken years to see those
written would have given citiessome  the near term, cities need to designate  ing homeless and addressing their  projects through to completion.
leeway in deciding where to spend specific locations for encampments, needs first—whether related to job Our homeless residents don’t
their money, but it was primarily an  so that residents currently experi- loss, addiction, health care or other have years. They need shelter now.
affordable housing measure. Recip- encing homelessness haveaplaceto needs—not only may prevent them If Bay Area communities aren’t
ients could address homelessness pitch a tent without worrying about  from becoming unhoused but are is  prepared to come together to solve
directly or indirectly, but the exact security, sanitation, or being forced less expensive than trying to procure  this problem, we need to be ready
mechanisms were left unstated. to move without notice. housing after the fact. and willing to go it alone here in the
9 The Tri-Valley needs to get cre- That means encampments need Over the long term, our crisis Tri-Valley. )
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Mailbox Guidelines:
Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are
those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect
the opinion of The Inde-
pendent. Anonymous let-
ters will not be published.
All letters are required to
have the name(s) of the
person(s) submitting them,
city of residence and phone
number, for verification
purposes. Letters may not
contain advertising. Abu-
sive letters and letters con-
taining ad hominem attacks
may be rejected or edited.
Letters are subject to veri-
fication and may be edited
for clarity at the discretion
of the editor. We reserve
the right to decide wheth-
er or not the letter will be
published. Headings for
all letters may be edited
at the discretion of the ed-
itor to properly reflect their
content. A headline will be
added to letters received
without one. Frequent let-
ter writers may have pub-
lication of their letters
delayed. Letters should be
limited to 400 words or
less and should be sent by
email to letters@indepen-
dentnews.com or submit-
ted using the form below.
The letters to the editor
deadline is Monday at 10
a.m. If you wish to submit
a letter pertaining to a spe-
cial event or meeting taking
place on a Monday before
any given Thursday print
edition — and you would
like your letter to run that
week — please contact the
editor  (editor@indepen-
dentnews.com) as soon as
possible on Monday to dis-
cuss the content and publi-
cation options. Otherwise,
all letters submitted after
10 a.m. on Monday must
hold until the following
week.

Gen Z: The Relentless
Force for Global
Justice

Mkuu Pauper, Pleasanton

In recent years, Gen Z
has emerged as a formida-
ble force against oppres-
sion, injustice, racism,
corruption,  discrimina-
tion, autocracy, and co-
lonialism. This genera-
tion, often described as
tech-savvy, well-coordi-
nated, and globally con-
nected, is taking a stand
in ways that were previ-
ously unimaginable.

Across the  United
States, Gen Z has become
a central player in move-
ments against systemic
racism, police brutality,
and corruption. Univer-
sity campuses have be-
come hotbeds of activism,
particularly in response
to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, where young
people have organized
encampments,  protests,
and educational events
to raise awareness about
what they see as geno-
cide against Palestinians.
These activists are not
swayed by mainstream
media narratives; instead,
they turn to social media,
sourcing information di-
rectly from the ground
and connecting  with
like-minded individuals
across the globe.

In Kenya, Gen Z is at
the forefront of protests
against government cor-
ruption and economic
inequality. The youth-
led demonstrations have
drawn global attention,
particularly as they de-
mand accountability and
transparency from their
leaders.

Similarly, in Bangla-
desh, students have taken
to the streets in massive
numbers, ultimately lead-
ing to the toppling of the
autocratic Sheikh Hasina
regime. The sacrifices of
these young people, many
of whom lost their lives
in the struggle, have in-
spired others around the
world.

In Sri Lanka, Gen Z
was instrumental in the
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downfall of the corrupt
Rajapaksa family regime.
Through relentless pro-
tests and strategic use of
social media, they man-
aged to coordinate mass
mobilizations that forced
the ruling family out of
power. The movement in
Sri Lanka shares many
similarities with those in
Bangladesh, Kenya, and
beyond—demonstrating

the power of youth-led,
grassroots movements in
driving political change.

What sets Gen Z apart
is their relentless nature.
They are activists 24/7,
protesting on the ground
during the day and con-
tinuing the fight online
at night. Unlike previous
generations, they rely less
on mainstream media and
more on direct communi-
cation through social me-
dia platforms. This allows
them to see the world
through their own eyes,
unfiltered by traditional
news sources or political
spin.

The rise of Gen Z ac-
tivism gives hope for
a future where justice,
equality, and fairness pre-
vail. This generation’s
unique combination of
technological savvy,
global coordination, and
unwavering commitment
to social change makes
them a powerful force for
good, not just in their own
countries, but around the
world.

Dublin Needs to Be
Honest
David Rounds, Livermore

Dublin is at it again.

Once again Dublin is
misleading their citizens
about a growth issue.
This time the City wants
to build large warehouse
and distribution build-
ings on the 80 acres of the
Crosby property that are
closest to the freeway on
land that is a buffer be-
tween Dublin and Liver-
more and that is current-
ly protected open space.
Their scheme is to put an
initiative on the ballot this
November to amend the
citizens 2014 open space
initiative asking not for a
specific plan, but instead
for the citizens to give the
City the authority to de-
velop outside of current
city boundaries, including
the Crosby property.

They promise to only

develop the 80 acres clos-
est to the freeway and
to put in large industri-
al buildings, not houses.
This last promise is an-
other example of Dublin’s
being misleading...they
are promising to not build
housing, but they must
know that housing cannot
be built on this property
anyway, because it is in
the Livermore airport fly-

way.
A spokesperson has
made statements that

could be interpreted to
mean that it is OK to vote
yes on this initiative (even
if they are concerned
about what will happen
with open space), because
the voters would get an-
other shot at this with a
future vote for Dublin to
annex the property. But
this is not true. Accord-
ing to LAFCO rules, if
the voters indicate in this
initiative that they want
Dublin to pursue develop-
ment at some time in the
future and if the landown-
er of the property wants to
develop (which they do),
then all Dublin must do if
they win the initiative is
to apply directly to LAF-
CO to annex the property.
No second vote of the cit-
izens required.

Dublin says they need
to build along the freeway
to help pay for their part
of the Dublin Blvd exten-
sion through the property.
But this is misleading,
too. The city is not going
to get most of the funding
from their own coffers.
They will get funding
from the same place that
they will get funding for
the Dublin Blvd extension
just west of the Crosby
property. They will go to
the Federal government
and the State, and to local
agencies like the Alameda
Transportation Commis-
sion. This extension of
Dublin Blvd is a high
priority regional transpor-
tation project; the money
will be there.

Dublin needs to be
honest with their citizens
about their intentions.

Jeff Kaskey for District 3
Linda Milanese, Livermore

Jeff Kaskey has a list
of commitments on his
website (jeff4livermore.
com). The one I’'m most
happy about says, “I par-
ticularly commit to being

your voice on City Coun-
cil. Your concerns need
to be heard and respect-
ed.” As we walk and meet
voters in District 3, I’ve
seen him always interact
in a respectful way, nev-
er arguing or belittling an
opinion he doesn’t agree
with. He’s been listening
to the common concerns
of District 3 as he knocks
on doors and has been ac-
cumulating a list.

Jeff has a track record
of experience in Liver-
more after living here for
40 years and being ac-
tively involved in Boards
and City Commissions for
20+ years. His experience
shows.

As Obama often said,
“We can disagree without
being disagreeable.”

City Council should not
be a place where council
members indulge in per-
sonal criticism and vitriol
against those who speak
with opposing views. He
will be our respectful voice
and bring our sometimes
divergent views to council
with the assumption that
each concerned citizen is
hoping to make Livermore
the best it can be.

Meeting with LLNL Gives
Insight on Corral Fire
Dash Orel, Livermore

On June 1, the Corral
Fire began to burn just
south of Tracy, Califor-
nia. The size of the fire
quickly grew to cover
14,168 acres and burned
a portion of Lawrence
Livermore National Lab-
oratory (LLNL) Site 300
High Explosives Testing
Range.

The cause of the fire is
still under investigation.
Four days prior to the Cor-
ral Fire, a controlled burn
took place in an attempt to
control and negate poten-
tial fires. The controlled
burn was incomplete, and
so as a result, the Corral
Fire was able to easily
sweep around the patch of
burned grass, and spread.
Recently, local group
Tri-Valley CAREs met
with LLNL employees,
who confirmed that the
fire started well inside
Site 300 territory, where
it swept southeast, dam-
aging a significant por-
tion of cleanup facilities
on the site.

Public media and news
coverage had previously

stated that the damages
from the Corral Fire con-
sisted of one residence
and two injured firefight-
ers, but in reality it was
significantly more. This
includes:

10 pump-and-treat sys-
tems were damaged.

21 monitoring wells
were put out of commis-
sion.

Several pipelines were
damaged, one of which
resulted in a 6,000 gal.
contaminated leak, con-
taining perchlorate and
VOCs.

Accumulated damage
resulted in several sys-
tems being temporarily
shut down. Some were
restarted on June 18, op-
erating at 70%.

A vapor extraction sys-
tem was significantly
damaged.

Two unused,
buildings burned.

A sub-slab depressur-
ization system was sig-
nificantly damaged and
needs to be replaced. A
permanent, updated sys-
tem is scheduled for some
time this year.

These damages were
not publicly reported,
and were only uncov-
ered during the meeting
organized by Tri-Valley
CAREs. This meeting
strictly contained infor-
mation regarding cleanup,
and did not cover damag-
es to programmatic activ-
ities on Site 300 High Ex-
plosives Testing Range.

Site 300 is home to
contaminants, such as de-
pleted uranium and PCBs.
Any fire, controlled or
not, has the capacity to
spread these dangerous
compounds into the air,
thus disturbing the sur-
rounding environments.

Tri-Valley CAREs will
formally request reports
regarding the cause of the
fire if not publicly avail-
able. They will continue
to seek out information
and post updates on their
website: https://trivalley-
cares.org/2024/update-
on-the-corral-fire-at-liv-
ermore-labs-site-300.

on-site

Steven Dunbar

for Livermore City
Council, District 3
Dan Leary, Livermore

Steven and 1 have
served together on the
Livermore Planning Com-

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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On August 1,2024, the Livermore Lab Foundation hosted its Summer Social and Student
Showcase, highlighting the work of its largest student fellowship cohort ever. Pictured
here are 28 of the 34 LLF Fellows. Learn more about the Livermore Lab Foundation
and its student programs at https://livermorelabfoundation.org/stem/. (Photo courtesy
of Livermore Lab Foundation)
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mission for the past four
years. During that time,
I have observed Steven’s
leadership in decision
making, along with his
clear vision for the future
of Livermore. Steven is a
proven and experienced
City leader, who cares
deeply about the concerns
of each resident.

Steven is  extremely
hard-working and intelli-
gent, and he consistently
shows up well-prepared
for commission meetings. I
can assure you that Steven
will be a tireless problem
solver on the City Council.
Steven has in-depth knowl-
edge of the key challeng-
es facing our city: public
safety, preservation of open
space, providing safe rec-
reation for residents of all
ages, activating our down-
town, implementing the
City’s Climate Action Plan,
supporting local business-
es, effective management
of our city infrastructure
and assets, protecting Liv-
ermore’s historic buildings,
and promoting vibrant
commercial districts within
our neighborhoods.

Most of all, Steven is a
quality person who will
represent Livermore with
honesty, professionalism,
and kindness. I encourage
my neighbors and friends
to vote for Steven Dunbar
for City Council.

CA Recalls Are Awful

Alan Marling, Livermore

On your ballot you will
find the option to recall
Alameda County District
Attorney Pamela Price. 1
will vote no.

Why? DA Price won an
injection to halt a Liver-
more company, Apollo
E-cigs, from selling tobac-
co to kids. She secured a
guilty plea of felony fraud
from the former Fremont
city manager Mark Danaj,
returning $300,000 to the
city. And she worked with
twenty-four other DA’s
to win a $1.5 million set-
tlement from Tesla for
improperly disposing of
hazardous waste. In short,
she’s doing a fine job.

A recall should be re-
served for the exceptional-
ly corrupt. Unfortunately,
the tool has been com-
mandeered to corrupt our
democracy, wielded by
the exceptionally rich. If a
hand-picked candidate los-
es, rather than accepting
the will of the people, the
powerful and well-connect-
ed have developed a nasty
habit of recalling.

For them, it’s a simple
matter of paying signature
harvesters to lie, lie, and
lie until they have enough
names to foist another re-
call onto the ballot. In the
process, they waste citi-
zens’ time and taxpayer
dollars.

Not only will I vote no
on this recall, I will be
calling my state legisla-
ture to continue to urge
them to reform our recall
system to make it less ex-
ploitable.

Transparent
Candidates Needed
Julie Wild, Livermore

Many candidates run-
ning for public office

often have a sense of cha-
risma, and lots of connec-
tions that make them seem
appealing. But the bigger
question should be: where
do they stand on various
issues and are they will-
ing to be transparent and
tell people where they
stand?

This is one of the rea-
sons I’m supporting Tom
Soules for City Council in
District 4. His candidate
statement makes it clear
that he values transparen-
cy and will represent the
residents of Livermore
with that intention.

As voters, we must
ask and then, if needed,
demand that they tell us
where they stand on is-
sues, so we know how our
vote is actually going to
impact Livermore in the
future.

In Praise of Kristie Wang
Ann Brown, Livermore

I proudly join the cho-
rus of voices singing the
praises of Kristie Wang,
district 4 candidate for
Livermore City Council.
When I met Kristie at a
“Flavors Hook Kids” an-
ti-vaping event, I recog-
nized right away that she
is a uniquely skilled and
passionate advocate for
all of our youth.

My admiration of her
skills, integrity, and com-
passion have grown during
her tenure on the LVJUSD
School Board. Thanks to
Kristie’s Instagram posts,
I feel like I have attended
many special moments at
school events throughout
the years. She truly shows
up, (with a camera!) lis-
tening, caring, and honor-
ing efforts. She takes the
pulse of the school com-
munity and reflects back
their pride and joy. These
actions speak volumes to
the students and staff.

Kristie goes beyond the
glory moments to also dig
into the nitty gritty of civic
life. Navigating the chal-
lenges the school board
has faced through Covid
and other complex issues
has been a great proving
ground for the rigors of
serving on the City Coun-
cil. Kristie is a diligent
researcher and network-
er, gathering information
from a variety of sources
before making decisions.
She also empowers others,
sending us the best infor-
mation and resources on
a topic, enabling and en-
couraging us to speak up
and add our voices to the
discussion and decision
making.

I am excited by the
qualities and skills that
Kristie will bring to
our City Council. Her
thoughtful, collaborative
approach will help guide
our city on its path to be-
come a future facing, re-
silient community where
all can thrive.

The Authoritarian and
Disingenuous Harris
and Democratic Party
Greg Scott, Livermore

We need to do better
than we are doing as hu-
man beings. We need to
stop the genocide and eth-
nic cleansing in Gaza and

the West Bank. The only
way to stop bloodthirsty,
racist, apartheid Israel
from doing that is for the
United States to immedi-
ately stop shipping arms
to Israel. Either we are
for the immoral, unethi-
cal horror of genocide in
Palestine or we stop send-
ing armaments to [srael. It
cannot be both ways.
President "Genocide
Joe" Biden and Vice Pres-

ident Kamala "Queen
Camilla" Harris are war
criminals. They support

sending armaments to Is-
rael; thus, they support
the genocide and ethnic
cleansing, which most
Americans want to stop.
Billions of dollars are giv-
en to Israel so that they can
purchase American manu-
factured arms and military
technology, such as Lethal
Autonomous Weapons
(LAWSs) technology. The
billionaires of those arma-
ment and technology firms
then use vast amounts of
that money for political
campaign  contributions
and lobbying. It is a cor-
rupt loop which dominates
American politics and fa-
cilitates Israel's goal of
exterminating the Pales-
tinians and continuance of
stealing their land through
occupation that is illegal
by international law. These
actions make the United
States and Israel pariah
nation-states in the eyes
of the world - a world that
is witnessing the atrocities
of the most document-
ed genocide in history
through technologies like
TikTok and TikTok Live.

American corporations
are feeding the genocide
through Microsoft, Am-
azon, Alphabet's Goo-
gle, and others supplying
cloud computing data to
the generative artificial
intelligence tracking and
drone LAWSs produced by
the likes of billionaires Pe-
ter Thiel's and Alex Karp's
Palantir Corporation and
Palmer Luckey's Anduril
Corporation. These tech-
nologies are also used in
America's proxy war with
Russia in Ukraine and in-
side Ukraine bordering
Russia. Does America
want war and genocide?

Peter Thiel and Palmer
Luckey are big "Danger-
ous Demagogue" Donald
Trump contributors and
Alex Karp is a Democrat-
ic Party contributor. The
majority of Democrat-
ic Party politicians are
genocide supporters, and
the Republican Party is in
lockstep in their genocide
support. Peter Thiel con-
tributed at least $10 mil-
lion to J.D. Vance's Ohio
senatorial campaign or we
would have probably nev-
er heard of Vance.

Will the Democratic
National Convention let
Palestinian-American, an-
ti-genocide voices and the
"uncommitted" delegates
have a voice? Let the Pal-
estinian-American  doc-
tor who worked in Gaza
speak! America must not
choose war and genocide!
The only anti-genocide,
anti-war, pro-worker,
pro-environment  candi-
date is the Green Party's
Dr. Jill Stein.

Jeff Kaskey Best by Far
Doug Mann, Livermore

I can’t outdo Mayor
Brown’s exceptional en-
dorsement of Jeff Kaskey
for Livermore’s District
3, but there is much more
to learn and appreciate
about him.

First, he’s a business
owner. For people like
me who have had several
businesses, any discussion
about economic develop-
ment and tax policies must
include us. There’s noth-
ing like the experience of
needing to make payroll
every month, satisfy cus-
tomers, pay vendors, and
keep a business thriving.
This unique perspective
gives us direct insight into
the needs of job creators.

Livermore typically
has plenty of scientists on
Council (a good thing),
but we should always
have at least one member
to represent the business
community. He doubles
as an environmental pro-
tection advocate as well,
so that’s a two-for-one.

Second, Jeff has been in-
volved in downtown plan-
ning for many years, with
an intensity few can match.
He was an instrumental or-
ganizer, going all the way
back to opposing the old
“Lennar plan” which would
have been a disaster.

Like so many of us, he
was disgusted by the way
our “leaders” proceeded
with their insincere work-
shops and feigned inter-
est in our opinions, only
to dismissively reject the
most important aspects of
what the residents wanted
to achieve. We ended up
with character crushing
high rise buildings, with
more on the way if we
don’t do something about
it. I am confident Jeff will
do his best to wrap up the
final plans in the down-
town for the greatest ben-
efit to the community.

Join me in voting Jeff
Kaskey for Council!

Local Candidates for
Office Inspire Me
Patricia Munro, Livermore

Filing deadlines for local
offices have passed. As the
Democratic Convention in
Chicago is underway —
which, as 1 write this, is
just beginning — and these
local offices should not be
forgotten. I serve on the Al-
ameda County Democratic
Central Committee and am
ADI16’s representative to
the Executive Board.*

The ACDCC sends in-
vitations to all registered
Democrats who are run-
ning for local non-partisan
offices — city councils,
school boards, park dis-
tricts, and more. The Ex-
ecutive Committee then
does a rough screening so
that the whole ACDCC can
then vote to endorse or not.
Nearly 100 people across
Alameda County signed
up for the screening inter-
views. Alameda County is
a big place — from Albany
in the northwest to south-
west Fremont, and, of
course, Livermore as the
easternmost edge. The pol-
itics range from deep-blue
to purple. The issues, too,
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are different — the urban
experience of Oakland is
very different from that of
Livermore.

The people who in-
terviewed, too, varied:
young and old, new to
government or very expe-
rienced, and with differ-
ent catalysts that caused
them to seek local office.

But what is similar is the
passion for public service
that I saw in these inter-
views. There are always
exceptions, of course, and
like the proverbial car
wreck on the freeway, they
are easy to gawk at. But
they are the exceptions.

Almost everyone who in-
terviewed was enthusiastic
about serving the people in
their cities or districts. They
sought office to fix prob-
lems or continue progress
already underway. They
want to improve schools,
provide housing, increase
space for people to play,
ensure safe drinking water
and more. Whatever their
reasons for running, these
candidates are inspiring.

Sure, national politics
matters (this year more
than ever). But do not
forget the local races and
these heroes setting up to
serve the public locally.

*The ACDCC is the
county’s Democratic
voice. If voting is hav-
ing a place at the elec-
toral table, the ACDCC
is the kitchen where the
food gets prepared. Each
state assembly district
is assigned the propor-
tional number of repre-
sentatives. AD16 spans
both Contra Costa and
Alameda Counties and,
in Alameda County, is
assigned four representa-
tives. I was chosen to be
AD16’s representative on
the Executive Board.

VandenHeuvel for
Livermore School Board
Andy Halvorsen, Livermore

As a parent of four cur-
rent and former LVJUSD
students, I am writing to
express my support for
Christiaan ~ VandenHeu-
vel’s campaign for a po-
sition on the Livermore
School Board.

I have known Christiaan
over many years in many
capacities: pastor, parent,
and friend. I have found him
to be caring, calm, logical,
pragmatic, forward think-
ing, hardworking, and col-
laborative. His approach to
decision-making is ground-
ed in data. Perhaps most im-
portantly, Christiaan always
listens to learn.

Christiaan believes that
all students have tremen-
dous potential, and he gen-
uinely cares about each stu-
dent’s individual journey.
As someone who I have
shared my own trials with,
he has always shown the
ability the listen, and has a
large network of people he
draws on for guidance. He
is also a strong advocate for
programs and resources that
will best support students
with IEPs, having struggled
with significant learning
challenges himself.

It is of paramount im-
portance to Christiaan to

(See MAILBOX, page 6)
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ensure that every student
feels valued and support-
ed academically, socially,
and emotionally. In an era
where educational discus-
sions often become polar-
ized, Christiaan’s ability
to engage in good-faith
conversations makes him a
candidate who can bridge
divides and bring focus
to what truly matters: the
success and well-being of
every student.

Please join me in sup-
porting Christiaan Van-
denHeuvel for the Liver-
more School Board.

Acts of Stolen Valor
James Haugen, Livermore

The highest act of valor
is often defined by the ul-
timate sacrifice one makes
for the safety of others.
Throwing oneself on a
hand grenade epitomizes
this supreme bravery. As
a former Marine Corps of-
ficer, I learned that a vast
majority of individuals
who made this sacrifice
were awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor
posthumously. When a dis-
cussion of the medal takes
place, this act of valor is
the first to cross my mind.

Last week during an
event, former President
Trump recognized Mrs.
Miriam Adelson, a billion-
aire and financial donor,
on whom he bestowed
the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 2018. In his
remarks, Trump mentioned
that the Medal of Freedom
is the highest medal award-
ed to a civilian and said it
is the civilian equivalent
to the Medal of Honor. In
addition, he consciously
and intentionally conflated
the two by saying that the
Medal of Freedom is “actu-
ally much better” than the
Medal of Honor.

Through his own words,
Trump elevated Adelson
above every recipient of
the Medal of Honor. In
doing so, he has stolen
the highest form of human
valor embodied in every
medal and handed it to a
wealthy financial donor.
During the Vietnam War,
at least 53 U.S. military
service members were
awarded with the Medal of
Honor for throwing them-
selves on hand grenades.
With three simple words,
Trump has committed at
least 53 acts of stolen val-
or — and this doesn’t in-
clude the ultimate sacrific-
es made in the wars before
and after Vietnam.

Trump’s running mate
and Republican vice-pres-
ident candidate, Sen. J.D.
Vance of Ohio, has accused
the Democrat vice-pres-
idential candidate, Gov.
Tim Walz of Minnesota,
of stolen valor for a few
of Walz’s statements and
actions made during and
after his 24-years of ser-
vice with the Minnesota
National Guard. When
questioned about Trump’s
remarks, Vance point-
ed out correctly that the
two awards are different;
unfortunately, Vance has
dodged addressing the
phrase “actually much
better” and acquiesced to
Trump with his own ratio-
nalization of two awards.

Vance served in the
Marine Corps and rose
to the rank of corpo-
ral. Although the Corps’
motto “Semper Fidelis”
is mentioned by Vance
while campaigning, its
meaning of “always faith-
ful” rings hollow in light
of Trump’s elevation of
Adelson above each Ma-
rine awarded the Medal
of Honor. Worse yet, his
acquiescence to Trump
makes him equally com-
plicit to the numerous acts
of stolen valor.

The Dumbing Down of
America
Daniella Karo, Pleasanton

2024, an election year
for a new president!!

Old Joe, the standard
bearer, has fallen from the
tree with a thump! Some-
body pushed him out, as a
favor. Too old to remem-
ber the daily “soup de

jour”, his handlers were
pushing on the unsuspect-
ing! Joe was never the
sharpest tool in the shed,
though he pretended oth-
erwise with an Irish grin
and stories that never ma-
terialized! He, often, was
on the wrong side of the
issues at hand. Still, he
made it to the presidency
and yes, he flunked !
Enter Joe’s VP, Kama-
la Harris, she, the former
paramour of the former
powerful and much older
democrat in California,
Willy Brown, who helped
launch her political ca-
reer. As VP, she is an
equal partner/architect to
Joe’s agenda that allowed
10 million illegals into the
country, even though she
was in charge of oversee-
ing the border‘s security!
When a journalist men-
tioned her absence from
the border, she replied
that she never went to Eu-
rope either! Go figure!
Kamala is equally re-
sponsible for the failure
of Bidenomics, with no
fracking allowed, infla-
tion and crime galore,
defunding of police, res-
cuing those responsible
for burning cities from
jails, pushing ideology
like DEI vs meritocracy,
in sum a progressive, so-
cialist agenda that pushed
millions of families un-
able to buy food or own
a home! In vetting her
future VP, Mike Walz, she
missed that he misrepre-
sented himself in his mili-
tary career and duties. He
also allowed the city of
Minneapolis businesses to
be burned down by mobs
without interfering, and
encouraged people to spy
on others and report them
during the Covid lock-
down. Oh, sounds just
like a socialist agenda!
Kamala tried to run for
the 2020 presidency but
never got any traction and
dropped out. Joe Biden se-
lected Kamala as the per-
fect DEI candidate for the
job of VP. A woman and
black, yet no mentionable
accomplishments.
Kamala today is being
advanced as a new fresh
face, capable as the com-
manding chief promis-
ing a new beginning and
reversal of the old order.
She is not new, and no
longer a fresh face. The
old cackling is still there
to buy time when she gets
caught unprepared for an
answer. She has no cred-
ibility and nothing in her
current and prior history
of mediocre achievements
convinces me that she is
qualified for the job of
president!

No Incumbents Have
Applied

Eloise Hamann, Dublin

I had to read this sen-
tence from Dublin Patch
twice:

We are extending the
deadline for applying for
Mayor because no incum-
bents have applied.

Huh? Incumbents would
be the most informed

about the deadlines. Is

the council determined
to have an incumbent? I
understand why someone
might vote for someone
familiar with Dublin’s
history and goals, but this
is over the top.

Accusation Rather
than Opinion
Richard Hofer, Livermore

It was stated previously
in the editorial letters in
regard to Jan. 6 "Trump
believes the 2020 elec-
tion was stolen..." and "he
is entitled to his opinion
even if it's wrong." To
say something was sto-
len from you is actually
an accusation rather than
an opinion. Stealing is
illegal, and if you are to
accuse anyone of stealing,
it requires evidence to
support it. All of the liti-
gation regarding the accu-
sations was dismissed due
to lack of any evidence.
The attorneys represent-
ing Trump admitted they
had none, only theories.
They turned the elector-
al offices upside down in
Arizona and elsewhere,
stating they would have
the required evidence, but
produced none. So "even
if ‘his opinion’ is wrong";

means it only amounts
to a false statement (a lie).
By perpetuating this lie,
Trump has divided our
country and instilled po-
litical violence. Jan. 6 was
not just a protest, but an in-
surrection as part of a con-
certed effort to overturn
the election. Mike Pence
did his duty to uphold the
Constitution, only to be
threatened with his life.
Same with Nancy Pelo-
si's husband, nearly killed
by a man who admitted
he was driven by his be-
lief of Trump's "opinion".
While Trump mocked
with laughter about it,
they were all taken aback
and denouncing violence
when a young man (a reg-
istered Republican) tried
to shoot him. Trump is not
for the best interest of the
United States. When both
parties came to agreement
on legislation to address
borders and immigration,
he used his influence to
kill it because "it will
make Biden look good".
He insults those who have
honorably served and giv-
en their lives in the mili-
tary. Instead of welcoming
home imprisoned citizens
from Russia, he congratu-
lated Putin for his dealing.
Biden is not incompetent
and was not "forced out".
He is just getting old-
er and physically slower
like any man in his 80s or
more. He willingly passed
his candidacy to his Vice
President whom he trusts
and endorses to carry on
the office of Presidency.
Everyone in his party im-
mediately showed their
support of his decision.
In regard to competen-
cy, "who in their right
mind..." after listening to
Trump ramble on about
sharks or electrocution
and Hannibal Lector actu-
ally think he should be in
charge of our country.
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Livermore Police Officer, Rick Hudson, has been selected as a School Resource Officer
(SRO). Officer Hudson is a true Livermore local, born and raised in the community. With
24 years of service at the Livermore Police Department and a background in the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve since 1998, he brings a wealth of experience and dedication to
this role. Throughout his career at LPD, he’s served in various key positions, including
Field Training Officer, East County Tactical Team member, Force Options Unit for Reality-
Based Training and Range, and Officer in Charge of the Honor Guard. Inspired by his
father, a retired Livermore Police officer, Officer Hudson understands the importance of
connecting with and mentoring young people. He’s excited to take on the role of SRO,
aiming to be a positive influence and a guiding mentor to the students at Livermore High
School. As a father of three boys — two in high school and one in college — Officer
Hudson is eager to meet the students and staff and serve as a supportive resource
for everyone at the school. (Photo courtesy of LPD)

Author to Discuss Book on Pain Management

Bonnie Lester will dis-
cuss her recently published
book on chronic pain man-
agement, “Unwinding Pain:
Affordable and Accessible
Ways to Feel Better Now,”
at the Dublin Library, 200
Civic Plaza, from 2 p.m. to

5 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 7.
Lester, whose website,
bonnielester.com, describes
her as a “pain coach,” will
focus on the health benefits of
an animal-human bond.
Proceeds from book sales
during the library’s meet-the-

author event will go to support
the Feral Cat Foundation, a
non-profit animal welfare
organization serving Alameda
and Contra Costa counties.

This is a free drop-in
event and registration is not
required.

OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS NEED YOUR

SUPPORT, PLEASE DONATE IF YOU ARE ABLE!

Alan Hu Foundation
P.O. Box 762
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-352-6844
Alanhufoundation.org

Allie’s Pals Cat Rescue
PO Box 1835

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-226-8637
AlliesPals.org

Amador Questers
1089 Geneva Street
Livermore, CA 94550-5661
925-292-8123
CalQuest.or
questers1944.org

Amador Valley Lions Club
P. O. Box 1764

Pleasanton, CA 94566

(925) 290-7592
Amador.valley.lions@gmail.com

Amador Valley Quilters
P.O. Box 955

Pleasanton, CA 94566
AmadorValleyQuilters.org

Amador \(aIIeY
Scholarships, Inc

4764 Harrison St.

Pleasanton, CA 94566
amadorvalleyscholarshipsinc.org

Assistance League
Amador Valley

P.O. Box 11843

Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-461-6401
Assistanceleague.org/Amador-valley

Axis Community Health
5925 W. Las Positas Blvd.
Suite 100

Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-201-6068
Axishealth.org

BigLBay Ray, Inc.

Bi a¥ray16 gmail.com
925-523-3133
Bigbayray.com

Blankets For Kids
7580 Driftwood Wa
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-846-6155

Cantabella Children’s Chorus
P.O. Box 131

ox
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-292-2663
Cantabella.org

Cheza Nami

5424 Sunol Blvd. Suite 10-153
Pleasanton, CA 94566
chezanami.org

Children’s Healthy Smile
Project

6183 Corte Santiago
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-353-8832
www.childrenssmileproject.org

Christian Youth Theater
Tri-Valle

P.O. Box 1586
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-421-1351
cyttrivalley.org

Citizens for Balanced
Growt

661S. N St.

Livermore, CA 94550
CitizensForBalancedGrowth.org

CityServe of Tri-Valley
P.O”Box 1613

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-223-6947
cityservetrivalley.org

Community Health
Education Fund
CHEF/TVNF

C/O Maria Mancini
P.O. Box is 420
Livermore, CA 94551

Culinary Angels
4435 First St., #142
Livermore, CA 94550
CulinaryAngels.org

Daughters of the British
Empire in Northern
California

John McLaren’s Roses of
Britain Chapter

P.O. Box 575

Pleasanton, Ca 94566
925-998-3500"

Dublin Historical Society
7172 Regional Street, Box 316
Dublin, CA 94568
dublincahistoricalsociety@
gmail.com
www.dublinhistoricalsociety.org

Dublin/San Ramon
Women'’s Clu

PO Box 2443

Dublin CA 94568
gfwedsr.org

Emerald Hills Chess
After School Program
Dublin, CA
650-740-6361
EmeraldHillsChess.com

Encore Players

of Livermore

PO Box 3362

Livermore, CA 94551-3361
Encoreplayers.net

Exceptional Needs
Networl

P.O. Box 3149
Livermore, CA 94551
925-215-2281
ennetwork.org

Experimental Aircraft
Association - Chapter 663
680 Terminal Circle, Unit 372
Livermore, CA 94551
eaabb3.org/donate

Feral Cat Foundation
P.O. Box 1173

Alamo, CA 94507
925-829-9098
Feralcatfoundation.org

Fertile GroundWorks
4743 East Avenue
Livermore, CA 94550
925-344-9090
Fertilegroundworks.org

Friends of the Livermore
Library

P.O. Box 2483

Livermore, CA 94551
friendsoflivermorelibrary.org

Friends of Open Space
and Vineyards

P.O. Box 1191

Livermore, CA 94551
fov.org

Friends of Pleasanton
Senior Center

5353 Sunol Blvd.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
935-931-5365
seniorcenterfriends.org

Girls Soccer Worldwide
P.O. Box 219

Livermore, CA 94551
925-200-4457
GirlsSoccerWorldWide.com

Goodness Village
1660 Freisman Rd.
Livermore, Ca 94551
GVLivermore.org

Hivel

6601 Owens Drive, Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-417-8733

BeHively.org

Hope Hospice

6377 Clark Ave.

Dublin, CA 94568
925-829-8770
HopeHospice.com/donate

Interfaith Sharing Inc.
678 Enos Way

Livermore, CA 94551
925-366-5567
saintbartslivermore.com

Kids Bike Lane
P.O. Box 2534
Livermore, CA 94551
(925) 352-2557
kidsbikelane.org

Las Positas College
Foundation

3000 Campus Hill Drive
Livermore, CA 94551
925-424-1010
LPCFoundation.org

Little Miracles Inc.

1039 Serpentine Lane Suite E
Pleasanton Ca 94566
Littlemiraclespleasanton.org

Livermore-Amador
Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 901
Livermore, CA 94551
l-ags.org

Livermore-Amador
Symphony Guild

P.O. Box 1049

Livermore, CA 94551
925-447-6454
Livermoreamadorsymphony.org/guild

Livermore Area Recreation
& Park District Foundation
P.O. Box 3403

Livermore, CA 94551
925-373-5730
Larpd.org/larpd-foundation

Livermore Art Association
P.O. Box 216

Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927
Livermoreartassociation.org

Livermore Filipino-
American Organization, Inc.
P.O. Box 172

Livermore, CA 94551
Livermorefilam.org

Livermore-Granad
Boosters

2117 Fourth St.

Livermore, CA 94550
livermoregranadaboosters.org

Livermore Heritage Guild
P.O. Box 961

Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927

Lhg.org

Livermore Homeless
Refuge

4743 East Ave.

Livermore, CA 94550
925-895-4167
livermorehomelessrefuge.org

Livermore Jazz Society
info@livermorejazzsociety.org
503-459-2530
livermorejazzsociety.org

Livermore K9 Foundation
PO Box 1064

Livermore, CA. 94551

(925) 209-1029
livermorek9.org

Livermore K9
Foundation
925-495-1153

Livermore Lab Foundation
c/o UC Office of National Labs
7000 East Avenue, B661/L-794
Livermore, CA 94550
925-453-9382
Livermorelabfoundation.org

Livermore Lions Club
P.O. Box 975

Livermore, CA 94551
805-405-8743

Livermore Pleasanton
Fire Fighters Foundation
4847 Hopyard Road

Suite 4, PMB 303

Pleasanton, CA 94588

One Go

2303 Wood Hollow Drive
Livermore CA 94550

925 980-4554
info@onegoeducationsuppor.com
onegoeducationsupport.com

Livermore Valley
Education Foundation
849 East Stanley Boulevard
PMB Box 143

Livermore, CA 94550
LVEF.org

Livermore Valley Opera
P.O. Box 1002

Livermore, CA 94551
925-321-6964
Livermorevalleyopera.com

Livermore Valley
Performing Arts Center
2400 First St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-6100
LivermoreArts.com

Monthly Miracles
5211 Demarcus Blvd
Dublin, CA 94568

Monthlymiracles.org

Movements For The Mind
MovementsForTheMind.com
movementsforthemind@gmail.com

Museum on Main
603 Main Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566
902-462-2766
Museumonmain.org

NAMI Tri-Valley
164 N. L St., Suite 104,
Livermore, CA 94550
925-344-4480
nami-trivalley.org

Open Heart Kitchen
1141 Catalina Dr. # 137,
Livermore CA 9 4550
(mailing address only)
925-580-1616
OpenHeartKitchen.org

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
PO Box 3134

Livermore, CA 94551
925-324-2775
www.pacificchamberorchestra.org

Pacific Locomotive
Assoc., Inc. Oﬁerators of
Niles Canyon Railway
P.O. Box 515

Sunol, CA 94586-0515
510-996-8420

NCRY.ORG

Parkinson’s Network of
Mount Diablo / Tri Valley
PD Support

PNMD.net
trivalley@pnmd.net

Partners for Change Tri-Valley
4743 East Ave.

Livermore, CA 94550
510-773-6356

pfctv.org

Paws In Need
Info@Paws-In-Need.org
925-551-1877
Paws-In-Need.org

Pedrozzi Foundation
1141 Catalina Drive, #170
Livermore, CA 94550
925-456-3700
Pedrozzi.org

Pleasanton Art League
P.O. Box 23

Pleasanton, CA 94566
Pal-art.com

Pleasanton Community
Concert Band

P.O. Box 135

Pleasanton, CA 94566
info@pleasantonband.org
PleasantonBand.org

Pleasanton Lions Club
www.pleasantonlionsclub.org
P.O. Box 266

Pleasanton, CA 94566

Pleasanton MilitaryFamilies
3111 Half Dome Dr.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
PleasantonMilitaryFamilies.org

Quest Science Center
P.O. Box 2129

Livermore, CA 94551
925-292-8099
Quest-Science.org

Reins In Motion
Therapeutic Riding Program
P.O. Box 1001

Livermore, CA 94551
reinsinmotionca.com

Robot Garden Makerspace
700 Terminal Circle
Livermore, CA 94551
RobotGarden.org

Rotarian Foundation of
Livermore

P.O. Box 2181

Livermore, CA 94551-2181
rotarianfoundationlivermore.org

School Of Imagination
& Happy Talkers

9801 Dublin Blvd.

Dublin, CA 94568
925-829-9555
Schoolofimagination.org

Shakespeare's

Associates, dba Livermore
Shakespeare Festival

P.O. Box 2616

Livermore, CA 94551
925-443-2273
LivermoreShakes.org

Shepherds Gate
1660 Portola Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-443-4283
ShepherdsGate.org

Sleep In Heavenly Peace
Alameda Co.
Daniel.curtis@shpbeds.org
510-827-7033

Shpbeds.org

SPECTRUM Community
Services, Inc/Meals

on Wheels

2621 Barrington Ct.
Hayward, CA 94545
510-881-0300
SpectrumCS.org

St. Vincent de Paul Society
c/o St. Michael Church

458 Maple St.

Livermore, CA 94550
925-758-0126

Sunflower Hill
info@sunflowerhill.org
925-800-1042
SunFlowerhill.org

The Blankenshi

Program - AEMTAC

1863 Altair Ave.

Livermore, CA.

925-895-7059
mtac-alamedaeast.org/blankenship-project

The Taylor Family
Foundation

P.O. Box 2450

Livermore CA, 94551
925-455-5118 / TTFF.org

Three Valleys Community
Foundation

5960 Inglewood Drive, Suite 201
Pleasanton, CA 94588
info@3vcf.org / www.3VCF.org

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
P.O. Box 11143

Pleasanton, CA 94588
TVAR.org

Tri-Valley Community
Television Foundation
4663 Bernal Ave., Suite B
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-462-3030
TV30foundation.org

Tri-Valley Conservancy
1457 First St.

Livermore, CA 94550
925-449-8706
Trivalleyconservnacy.org

Tri-Valley Haven
3663 Pacific Ave.
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-5842
TriValleyHaven.org

Tri-Valley Nonprofit
Alliance

P.O. Box 2467
Livermore, CA 94550
TVNPA.org

Tri Valley Reach
P.O. Box 5564
Pleasanton, CA 94566
TriVallyReach.Org

Tri-Valley Repertory
eatre

P.O. Box 1445
Pleasanton, CA 94566
info@trivalleyrep.com
Trivalleyrep.org

Tri-Valley Seek and Save
P.O. Box 701

Livermore, CA 94551-0701
(925) 895-1041
TriValleySeekandSave.org

ValleyCare Charitable
Foundation/Stanford
Health Care-ValleyCare
1111 E. Stanley Blvd.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-4560
GiveValleyCare.org

Valley Concert Chorale
P.O. Box 286

Livermore, CA 94551
Valleyconcertchorale.org

Valley Dance Theatre
2247-B Second St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-243-0925
Valleydancetheatre.com

VaIIe% Humane Society
3670 Nevada St.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-426-8656
ValleyHumane.org

Wiesner Memorial Senior
un

4444 East Avenue

Livermore, CA 94550

925-989-1765

info@wiesnerfund.org

wiesnerfund.org

FREE NONPROFIT LISTING FOR LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS.
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Livermore Library to Celebrate,
Honor Hispanic Heritage Month

The Livermore Pub-
lic Library will celebrate
Hispanic Heritage Month
from Sunday, Sept. 15,
through Tuesday, Oct. 15,
with arts and crafts activ-
ities, music and dance, po-
etry readings, storytelling,
and a workshop to learn
how to make horchata, a
traditional Mexican drink
made from rice and cin-
namon.

All the library’s events
are free and open to the
public.

While supplies last, all
Livermore branch libraries
will offer craft kits that
patrons can take home
to make Ojo de Dios, or
“God’s eye,” designs out
of yarn and a wooden
Cross.

At 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Sept. 12, there will
be a meet-and-greet at
the Civic Center Library,
1188 S. Livermore Ave.,
with Latina winemaker
Rosa Fierro, from the Rosa
Fierro Cellars winery in
Livermore.

The Rincon branch li-
brary, 725 Rincon Ave.,
will host a horchata-mak-
ing workshop at 3:30 p.m.
on Friday, Sept. 20. To
register for the workshop,

call 925-373-5505.

The following day, Sat-
urday, Sept. 20, La Raiz
Magazine will host a po-
etry and art festival at the
Civic Center Library, be-
ginning at 1 p.m. La Raiz
is a literary journal, avail-
able online, that features
visual art and multilingual
poetry by members of
the greater San Francisco
community.

At 3:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, Sept. 27, the Rincon
Library will offer a crafts
program for those 4 and
older to learn about lla-
mas. Now raised primar-
ily for their wool, llamas
were a traditional South
American pack animal
that was also a source of
food, hides, and tallow for
making candle.

The Civic Center Li-
brary will host a STEM
Career Day with the
Amigos Unidos Hispanic
Employee Resource Group
from Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory, in-
cluding a hands-on science
activity, at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Sept. 28.

Moving into October,
the Rincon Library will
host a Bomba y Plena
workshop for children and

teenagers at 6 p.m., on
Monday, Oct. 7. Bomba
and plena are Puerto Rican
musical traditions featur-
ing rhythmic drumming,
singing, and dancing.

At 4 p.m. on Tuesday,
Oct. 8, the Springtown
Branch Library, 998 Blue-
bell Dr., will offer a craft-
based activity to learn
about quetzals, a brightly
colored Central American
bird that was important
in Mayan and Aztec cul-
tures.

The Civic Center Li-
brary will host Herencia
Guantanamera, a Berke-
ly group formed to keep
alive the traditional music,
dance, food, and cultural
history of eastern Cuba,
at 1 p.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 12.

Closing out the month-
long celebration, at 6 p.m.
on Monday, Oct. 14, the
Rincon Branch Library
will offer visitors of all
ages an opportunity to
play Loteria, a traditional
Mexican board game simi-
lar to bingo, with a chance
to wins books as prizes.

For more information
about any of the programs,
call 925-373-5505 or go to
library.livermoreca.gov.

The Pleasanton-based Ballet Roots Dance Gompany will present its “Season 4”
performance at the Livermore High School theater on Saturday, Aug. 24. Performances
are scheduled for 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. General admission tickets for the one-hour shows
are $20 and are available at balletroots.org. (File photo—Doug Jorgensen)

VIEWS

(Continued from front page)

a view of the city’s wine
country would better attract
freeway travelers.

“When you’re on the
highway, you should see the
wine country,” said Com-
mittee Member Timothy
D. Kingsbury. “You should
not see the hills. The far,
distant hills aren’t import-
ant; it’s the wine country.
When you’re in the city,
when you’re out in the wine
country, seeing the hillside,
seeing the valley (becomes
important).”

Formed in 2021, the
intent of the 13-member,
city-council-appointed
GPAC was for it to serve as
a liaison to the broader com-
munity, working to provide
feedback to the city on how
best to update Livermore’s
general plan, the overar-
ching long-term document
that guides city decisions
in areas such as housing,
transportation and jobs.

The committee’s work is
expected to inform the city’s
next general plan, which
would guide city planning
and design over the coming
20 years, until 2045.

The GPAC’s corri-
dor-policy discussion oc-
curred in the context of pos-
sibly updating the general
plan’s Community Identity
Element.

According to city staff,
the element “attempts to
capture and respond to what
makes Livermore, Liver-
more. It will provide policy
direction for both natural
and human-made features
of the local environment,
as well as broader aspects
that contribute to how the
city is perceived as a unique
place.”

The corridor policy has
arisen in previous GPAC
discussions of how to devel-

op the Midtown neighbor-
hood. The city is planning a
transit-oriented community
in Midtown of up to 10,000
new homes around the up-
coming Southfront Road
Valley Link train station. A
desire to locate the densest
housing along the freeway
stands at odds with the pol-
icy’s building-height limita-
tions, said the committee.
Current height limits are
lower close to the freeway
to not block the view of the
hills beyond.

While the city council
has in the past approved
exemptions to the policy,
such as for projects within
the Isabel neighborhood,
the committee considered
policy changes that would
eliminate the need for spe-
cific carve-outs.

“I-580 back (when the
policy was established) was
different,” said Committee
Member Alan Burnham.
“You almost didn’t have
to look to be able to safely
merge on the freeway. Now,
you’re lucky to merge — pe-
riod. ... If you’re not paying
attention to where you’re
driving on the freeway, and
you’re off there looking at
the hills, chances are you’re
going to have an accident.”

GPAC recommended
easing the corridor policy’s
building-height restrictions
in exchange for higher archi-
tectural standards along the
freeway and a shift to pro-
viding more hillside views
for those within the city. The
potential locations of those
hillside views for Livermore
residents were not discussed
at this meeting.

Public Spaces
In addition to discussing

the importance of scenic
vistas, GPAC also advised

the city on healthy com-
munities, social resilience,
gateways, land use and
neighborhood transitions,
science and innovation, and
agriculture and tourism.

Attention to the design
of public spaces, as a cel-
ebration of the city’s art,
science and history, arose as
a common theme in show-
casing the city’s identity.
Building off Livermorium
Plaza, designed around the
city’s namesake periodic-ta-
ble element, the committee
envisioned playgrounds,
public art and landscaping
that evoked Livermore’s
ranching history and scien-
tific leadership.

Resident Alan Marling
suggested that the area’s
railroad history also be dis-
played.

“The train is an important
part of Livermore’s histori-
cal identity,” said Marling.
“We’re part of the original
line, which connected Sac-
ramento to San Francisco. I
feel it’s important we honor
our past as well as our future
by making sure our identity
(around) trains is maintained
and strengthened.”

Resident Jean King
agreed, adding that open
space within and around the
city also serves an important
role in the city’s identity.

“I think the urban growth
boundary is very important
to keep the open space,
to keep the ranches (and)
to keep the vineyards out
there.”

City staff will compile
GPAC’s comments for con-
sideration by the planning
commission and city coun-
cil. The city is expected to
adopt the updated general
plan at the end of 2025.

The next GPAC meeting
will be held on Sept. 11.

PARKS

(Continued from front page)

were not at the meeting,
and did not respond to calls
from The Independent
seeking comment.

LAFCO produces such
areport, called a municipal
service review (MSR),
every five years to under-
stand the availability and
performance of govern-
mental services in their
jurisdictions.

The LARPD board be-
lieves that over the past 30
or more years, the time-
frame in which LAFCO
first created a property
tax-sharing agreement be-
tween the two agencies,
the LARPD has potentially
lost as much as $200 mil-
lion in revenue that has in-
stead gone to the East Bay
Parks and Recreation Dis-
trict for properties that are
arguably within LARPD’s
jurisdiction.

The dispute over over-
lapping jurisdictions, also
referred to as the districts’
respective spheres of in-
fluence, form the basis of
the complaint, with the
draft report noting that
the issue could lead to less

public accountability and
efficiency.

“There may need to be
a new tax agreement that
will better serve them or
order a detachment to get
rid of overlapping bound-
aries,” the report states.

But that doesn’t satisfy
what the Livermore parks
board sees as a significant
shortfall.

“I read these documents
multiple times and I find
this unacceptable,” said
Pierpont. “We are losing
money every year when we
could be in a better position
to serve our SOI area.”

Attorney Gary Bell,
who was hired as a special
consultant by the LARPD,
said during the meeting
that the board’s best course
of action is to have Liv-
ermore board members
attend the scheduled Sept.
12 LAFCO meeting, where
a final version of the report
will be released.

“We have revised and
revised the MSR in an-
ticipation of next month’s
LAFCO meeting,” said
Bell. “The last time we

spoke with LAFCO they
said they were going
through a second round of
revisions and were intend-
ing to include the changes
we suggested or commit to
a special report ... those
things did not make it into
the draft, but they said they
will include these provi-
sions before Sept. 12.”

According to Bell,
those changes included in-
formation on the amount of
money coming from taxes
to Livermore, which could
confuse those who read the
report because it makes
it look as though more
money is coming into the
LARPD than actually is.

David Furst, LARPD
chair, said in an interview
with The Independent that
he was optimistic the LAF-
CO board would agree to
the study.

“We’re hoping that
LAFCO commissioners
will tell their staff to do
the special study soon and
not in two or three years,”
said Furst. “I am hopeful
they see the importance
of it all.”

CLIMATE

(Continued from front page)

can back up power during
emergencies.

The event will be held
from 3-5 p.m., at the Civic
Center Library, 1188 S.
Livermore Ave. The event
is free and open to the
public.

The installation of the
chargers was just part of
the city’s ongoing efforts
to meet its Climate Ac-
tion Plan (CAP) goals and
objectives in compliance
with its 2022 mandates.

A CAP is aroadmap for
a city, designed to protect
public health and the en-
vironment, foster a green
economy and improve the
quality of life for resi-
dents. While CAPs are not
mandatory, California has
required that greenhouse
gas emissions be reduced
statewide from 1990 levels
by 40% before 2030, and
80% before 2050.

Last year, the city con-
sulted with Lawrence Liv-
ermore National Labo-
ratory to create a list of
deep-rooted, low-water
plants, such as less-inva-
sive clumping bamboo
species, like chusquea, far-
gesia and dendrocalamus.
The bamboo is intended
to be planted at various
locations around the city
to sequester atmospheric
carbon and help meet the
city’s emission reduction
and water usage goals.

Based on its work with
the lab, the city created a
demonstration project at
City Hall, where approx-
imately 3,400 square feet
of former turf landscaping
was converted into a gar-
den designed to capture
carbon from the air. All
the plants are low-water
users and 90% are native
species. This project was
completed last May.

Parks and green spaces
in general are considered
important climate mitiga-

tion tools. Parks and other
green areas are natural
sinks, absorbing carbon
dioxide. Greenery also
helps fight the urban heat
island effect, in which a
concentration of hard sur-
faces increases the overall
temperature. The National
Recreation and Park Asso-
ciation has recommended
that cities create more
parks and green spaces as
part of their climate plan-
ning efforts.

Livermore’s 2022 CAP
calls for expanding these
parks and green spaces to
cool neighborhoods. More
greenery could also help
manage stormwater and the
risk of flooding. Livermore
is expected to plant 1,000
new trees by 2030 and
update its development
standards to include shade
trees, according to the plan.

Other projects in line
with the plan include the
L Street Garage and its
adjacent surface parking,
currently under construc-
tion downtown, which
will feature a combined
50 public electric vehi-
cle chargers, said Pontau.
Thirty-two of the chargers
will be Level 3 stations,
the fastest non-proprietary
chargers, and the remain-
ing 18 will be Level 2
chargers. The project is
part of a partnership with
Ava Community Energy to
install public fast-charging
hubs on city-owned prop-
erty. The garage is ex-
pected to be completed in
Spring 2025.

The city has also re-
placed several gas-pow-
ered leaf blowers used by
city employees and plans
to replace all of them with
electric blowers by year's
end. Without emissions
control systems, leaf blow-
ers can release as much
pollution in one hour as
driving a car more than

1,000 miles does, accord-
ing to the California Air
Resources Board.

Additional CAP proj-
ects on board for Liv-
ermore include the up-
coming planting of the
City’s Moon Tree. Given
by NASA to Livermore’s
Quest Science Center, the
tree was grown from a seed
that traveled around the
moon on the Orion space-
craft in 2022. The tree will
be planted next to the Civic
Center Library in October
and a naming contest will
be held over the next few
weeks with a community
vote in mid-September.

“The city will plant the
moon tree where it can
both thrive and provide
opportunities to tell stories
about the importance of
science and environmental
stewardship,” Pontau said.

She added that students
in the Quest program will
be studying urban heat in
Livermore. Students will
learn how heat and hu-
midity impact local urban
conditions. They will see
how cooling strategies,
such as planting trees and
creating shade structures,
can make a difference in
a city’s long-term CAP
goals.

The project uses sta-
tionary and mobile tem-
perature and humidity
sensors combined with
other datasets to assist
students in learning how
local urban conditions,
including the effects of
urban heat islands, impact
temperature changes and
to understand how cooling
strategies, such as tree
planting, shade structures,
building retrofits and cool
pavements, can make a dif-
ference in the city’s long
term CAP goals.

For more information
on the Climate Action
Plan, visit bit.ly/4cXoELu.
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OPERA

(Continued from front page)

opera company is an expen-
sive undertaking and compa-
nies across the country have
buckled and folded under the
pressures.

Holt points to Livermore
Valley’s success due to the
spirit of altruism here in the
region. “There has been a lot
of kindness and giving. And
other opera companies have
been very impressed at the
number of volunteers we have,
which is unusual.”

It is this sense of com-
munity to which Holt credits
much of the opera’s success,
combined with a set of fac-
tors uniquely specific to our
region, especially the two
national laboratories. “These
scientists, they are not just into
science; they are also into art,”
Holt said.

Add to that the wineries,
agriculture and Las Positas
College, and you “just have
that combination that works
together,” she said. In the ear-
ly days, scientists, engineers
and technicians volunteered
their time to build sets when
budgets were slim. “And when
you have volunteers, you save
money.”

Holt touched on one of
the most distinctive turning
points that she believes to be

one of the greatest contribu-
tors to the enduring success
of LVO. “Everything was
centered in San Francisco
Opera, and understandably
so. A milestone that has con-
tributed to the success, not
only of Livermore Valley Op-
era but of other companies,
was the Bankhead Theater.”
Before that, LVO’s home had
been Livermore High School,
where they performed their
first show in 1993.

In 2007, they became the
first resident company at the
Bankhead and produced a
sold-out production of “La
Bohéme.” “So, we were very
excited,” Holt remembers.

Holt’s own origin story
began as a little girl in the
Philippines, where she grew
up in a family who loved to
sing. She was always intrigued
by opera and saw her first one,
“Carmen,” translated into
Filipino. Originally written
in French, “Carmen” is rarely
translated, she explained. “If 1
had heard ‘Carmen’in French,
it would not have meant a lot
to me because I don’t speak
French,” she said. “So, look-
ing back now, it’s dawning on
me that it was actually paving
aroad for me to be on this kind
of adventure.”

SUTTER

(Continued from front page)

providers specializing in
family and internal med-
icine, pediatrics, lab and
imaging services.

The Sacramento-based
Sutter recently signed a
lease on two buildings in
Pleasanton totaling 87,000
square feet of space. The
first building, with 64,000
square feet, is on Willow
Road, while the second,
with 23,000 square feet,
is just half a mile away on
Hopyard Road. Sutter will
offer a range of services in
these buildings, including
provider offices and an
ambulatory care center for
outpatient procedures. Ren-
ovation work is scheduled
to begin next year, with
an opening date sometime
in 2026.

Both the new offices add
to the diversity of local
health care options. They
already included Stanford
Healthcare Tri-Valley in
Livermore and Pleasanton,
which include emergency
departments, and Kaiser
Permanente, which has
multiple locations in the
area.

Dr. Soham Jhaveri, Sut-
ter’s associate medical di-
rector of business, said the
new locations will give
Tri-Valley residents access
to the high-quality outpa-
tient medical care Sutter
Health is known for, while
providing local jobs.

“The Tri-Valley area is
booming and growing, and
there will be lots of demand
for primary care access,”
Jhaveri said. “We are hoping
to provide more healthcare
access and there will be
job creation for physicians,
nursing staff, imaging spe-
cialists, and all health pro-
fessionals.”

Jhaveri’s role is to help
plan and create program-

ming for each office, by di-
recting the kinds of services
provided to the community.
He said the site in Livermore
will house eight to 10 physi-
cians, while the Pleasanton
site will support up to 25,
alongside the outpatient
center. Jhaveri said he and
his colleagues think patients
will appreciate the conve-
nience of having doctor
offices near a surgery center,
which eases planning and
decreases wait times.

Both locations will grow
Sutter Health’s presence
along the I-580 corridor in
the East Bay. Sutter already
has offices in Danville, Fre-
mont and Dublin, but the
two new offices will reduce
the travel times for health
care for many Tri-Valley
residents.

“We are growing not just
specialty care, but primary
care, so patients can get bet-
ter access to doctors in their
area,” Jhaveri said. “The
additional services we are
planning will help improve
the ability of the current and
future populations to get
healthcare in a timely and
efficient manner.”

In addition to the two
new facilities in Livermore
and Pleasanton, Sutter
Health also plans to add
an infusion center to its
existing Dublin location
to provide chemotherapy
services to cancer patients.

These new facilities are
part of Sutter’s broader plan
to add more than 25 new
ambulatory care centers
across its system in the next
few years. Company offi-
cials cited the company’s
longstanding commitment
to providing accessible,
high-quality healthcare
services across the region
as the impetus for these
increases.

Last October in particular,
LO stretched outside of its
comfort zone with a slightly
controversial choice of pro-
duction, “Of Mice and Men.”

“We were worried be-
cause, you know, it’s not
like a Puccini, or ‘Carmen’
or ‘La Bohéme.’ That was an
adventure for LVO. And I'm
glad that many people who
came to see it really applaud-
ed the effort that we made.
There was this excitement. ..
something thrilling and dif-
ferent, and very American.”

The sense of adventure
and newness could be felt in
the performance program at
Sunday’s Opera in the Vine-
yard, too. The players went
for something a little different.
“I’ve always included show
tunes, but this time it was
decided that we’d have an
equal number of show tunes
and opera because we want
(to attract) those people who
are new,” Holt said.

Another fun inclusion to
the day was the “Arias and
Show Tunes A La Carte,”
wherein a donation buys an
exclusive tableside perfor-
mance of a song from a menu
of options. The surprise of the
day was a rendition of “We
are the Champions” by Queen

as sung by tenor Chester
Pidduck.

Before the honorary plaque
was presented, Holt addressed
the audience with humor re-
calling the early days. “The
five of us (founders) dug deep
into our pockets and discov-
ered we needed to do some
fundraising,” Holt said with

a laugh. And Opera in the
Vineyard was born.”
“Livermore is known for
its vineyards and winemaking,
so it was natural that we have
the event in the vineyards,”
she added “Again, we are
so fortunate that we are in
Livermore, because others
who are having their summer

fundraisers are usually in a
public park.”

Holt has publicly passed
the torch to other board
members to chair the future
OIV vineyard events under
her guidance and tutelage,
though she will continue to
serve as a key LVO board
member.

Opera singer Liesl McPherrin is captured mid-song at LVO’s annual summertime
fundraiser, "Opera in the Vineyard," held this past Sunday at Garré Vineyard. (Photo

by Doug Jorgensen)
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TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thursday, Aug. 22

PIZZA, PASTA, AND TRIVIA NIGHT

Amador Valley Lions Club is hosting its 2nd annual Pizza, Pasta, and
Trivia fundraising event on Aug. 22 at 6 p.m. at Dante Robere Winery
in Livermore. Come alone or gather your friends and adult family
members for a team of no more than six adults. Enjoy a delicious
buffet, compete in a couple rounds of trivia, bid on items in a silent
auction, and participate in a heads/tails raffle. Lots of fun and lots
of prizes. The cost for this event is $150 per couple which includes
the pizza and pasta buffet plus one bottle of wine. Profits from this
event will benefit local nonprofit charities. Tickets may be purchased
by calling 925-968-4801. For information on Amador Valley Lions
Club please visit e-clubhouse.org/sites/amadorvalley/.

Thursday, Aug. 22

GRIEF MEETING IN PLEASANTON

The death of a loved one is unlike any other loss. Although there
is no right or wrong path, you can explore the stepping stones that
are part of each grief journey in bi-monthly meetings at St. Elizabeth
Seton Church, 4001 Stoneridge Drive, Pleasanton, on August 22 at
7 p.m. For more information, please call Barbara at 925-846-3904.
For a short video explaining the program and additional informa-
tion, please see catholicsofpleasanton.org and scroll down to Grief
Ministry. Meetings are open to all regardless of religious affiliation.

Saturday, Aug. 24

MAMMA MIA! MOVIE SING-ALONG

Come to the Vine Cinema & Alehouse on Saturday morning, Aug. 24,
and sing your heart out while enjoying the ever-popular romantic
comedy packed with Abba songs. Valley Concert Chorale, the
Tri-Valley’s premier chorus for over 60 years, is partnering with
Vine Cinema & Alehouse for this fun summertime event. At Vine
Cinema & Alehouse, 1722 First St, Livermore. Doors open at 9:30
a.m. / movie starts at 10 a.m. General admission is $15, seniors
$10 and students (K-12) $5. Tickets can be purchased at www.
valleyconcertchorale.org. More information about the Valley Concert
Chorale is available at www.valleyconcertchorale.org or by calling
925-866-4003.

Saturday, Aug. 24

BINGO/LIGHT LUNCH FUNDRAISER

St. Michael’s Golden Friends and Italian Catholic Federation Br.
285 are holding a BIngo and light lunch fundraiser on Aug. 24 at
St. Michael’s Church Hall, 326 Maple St. In Livermore. Doors open
at 10 a.m., Bingo starts at 10:30. Seating is first come first served.
$15 per Bingo card and lunch / $10 for additional Bingo cards / $5
TK- 8th grade. Partial proceeds benefit ICF local Catholic charities.
RSVP by Aug. 19. Contact Suzanne at suzibg@sbcglobal.net-Golden
Friends or Virginia at virginial 153@comcast.net-ICF.

Saturday, Aug. 24

BALLET ROOTS DANCE COMPANY

Ballet Roots Dance Company, Pleasanton's first and only profes-
sional ballet company, will present "Season 4" on Aug. 24, at the
Livermore High School Theater. Showtimes at 3 and 6 p.m. Tickets
are available at https://www.balletroots.org/events.htm.

Sunday, Aug.25

HAGEMANN RANCH SELF-GUIDED WALKING TOUR

Visit Livermore's national historic site at your own pace. The
self-guided walking tour will take place on Aug. 25 from 110 5 p.m.
Visit the animals and gardens and take a tour with experienced
docents. Located at 455 Qlivina Ave., Livermore.

Wednesday, Aug. 28

COMMUNITY RESOURCE FAIR

The Dublin Library is hosting a free Community Resource Fair,
open to everyone. Learn about many local resources for health
care, housing aid, language learning, education, and more. This is
a free event, and no registration is necessary. Over 20 community
groups and non-profit organizations will be presenting information
about resources available in Alameda County and the Tri-Valley. On
Aug. 28 from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at the Dublin Library, 200 Civic Center
Plaza, 925-803-7252.

Thursday, Aug. 29

WINE COUNTRY LUNCHEON WITH CONGRESSMAN ERIC SWALWELL
Enjoy an evening in the vineyard with Congressman Eric Swalwell
who will be giving an update on the federal issues that affect us
locally. This is an outdoor event. Seating is limited. Reservation is
required. Aug. 29 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. At Wente Vineyards,
5050 Arroyo Rd. in Livermore. Cost is $85 / members $75. Register
and pay at www.livermorechamber.org.

Sept. 1 through Sept. 30

SIP WITH US LIVERMORE

Alameda County Supervisor David Haubert, Livermore Downtown
Inc., and the Livermore Valley Wine Community are thrilled to
launch a pilot program “Sip with Us Livermore” in celebration
of September’s California Wine Month. During September,
patrons are encouraged to bring in a bottle of their favorite
Livermore-produced wine to enjoy at participating downtown
Livermore eateries, to support local dining establishments and

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar and visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online.

Livermore wineries. “Sip With Us Livermore” runs from Sept. 1
through 30. The first corkage fee will be waived; limit one fee
waived per party.

Saturday, Sept. 7

DRESS A GIRL AROUND THE WORLD

Make simple dresses for girls in third world countries. Meetings are
once a month. The next SewFest is Sept. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1020 Mocho St., in Livermore. Bring
your sewing machine or serger, iron, ironing board, scissors, or just
your helping hands. You can come for as long as you want — an
hour or all day! (Please bring a bag lunch if you plan to stay all day.)
Cheerful cotton fabric donations are always accepted. If you can't
make the Sew-Fest but would like to sew, there are kits with which
you can sew from home. Contact Suzanne Beck at 925-352-8447
or suzbeck@yahoo.com.

Thursday, Sept. 12

LIVERMORE VALLEY AMADOR GARDEN CLUB MEETING

‘The Art and Economics of Urban Flower Farming’ will be presented
by guest speaker Elizabeth Fields, Five Fields Flower Farm, who will
share insights on cultivating beautiful blooms. Discover the unique
challenges and rewards of growing flowers as a business, including
choosing the right varieties, as well as marketing and selling floral
creations. Crosswinds Church, 1660 Freisman Rd., Livermore at
the red Farm Theater Building. From 6 to 8 p.m.

ONGOING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

TOPSCIENCE

TOPScience is a group that partners with elementary school science
teachers to enhance learning for both students and teachers. It is
an opportunity to pass on skills and knowledge while having fun
and contributing to schools in Livermore. For more information
or to volunteer, contact Art Krakowsky at artkr@shcglobal. net or
925-455-0486.

ONGOING EVENTS

FARMERS MARKETS

Saturday Pleasanton Farmers Market

Open Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Main Street and West
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and over are welcome for specialized
shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.

Sunday Livermore Downtown Farmers Market
Open year-round on Sundays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in downtown Liver-
more, on Second St. between J St. and L St.

Thursday Night Livermore Farmers Market
Now through to Oct. 10 at Carnegie Park, 2155 Third St., downtown
Livermore, from 4 to 8 p.m. See www.livermorefarmersmarket.org.

Thursday Evening Dublin Farmer's Market

The City of Dublin partners with Pacific Coast Farmers’ Market
Association to operate the weekly market on Thursdays, 4 to 8
p.m., through Sept. 26 at Emerald Glen Park. Themed nights will
be held the first Thursday of each month. Arts and crafts for kids
will be available at the City of Dublin booth.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH

The Unitarian Universalist Church is welcoming to all. Join in on
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. for music, singing, and conversation. The
church is located at 1893 North Vasco Rd. in Livermore. For more
information, visit uucil.org.

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION (DAR) CHAPTER
MEETING

The local Josefa Higuera Livermore Chapter meets on the first Sat-
urday of the month from Sept. to May, with a short business meeting
and a program. The DAR was founded in 1890 and is headquartered
in Washington, DC. DAR is a non-profit, non-political volunteer
women’s service organization dedicated to promoting patriotism,
preserving American history, and securing America’s future through
better education for children. lts members are descended from the
Patriots who won American independence during the Revolutionary
War. For more information, visit jhl.californiadar.org or email jane.
everett@shcglobal.net.

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Asbury United Methodist Church invites the community to join for
worship at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings. There, discover a church
that believes that all people are children of God and are of sacred
worth. This community practices loving neighbors in daily life. The
church has Sunday School and nursery care, and worship is followed
by a fellowship time with bagels, beverages, and great conversation.
The church is located at 4743 East Ave., in Livermore. For more
information, visit asburylive.org.
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(Continued from front page)

on the November ballot that, if
passed, would lower the thresh-
old from two-thirds to 55%, but
that initiative is facing challenges
in court.

“This is not being taken light-
ly, how disappointing this is,”
BAHFA Vice Chair Nick Jose-
fowitz said of a 12-year effort to
put the measure before voters. “I
think we are all enthusiastic about
not saying goodbye, but ‘see you
later.” This is a problem that we
are all profoundly committed to
fixing and profoundly inspired by
the vision that the coalition had a
regional housing bond that could
deliver the resources to the scale
that was so needed.”

The $20 billion general ob-
ligation bond issue would have
resulted in increased property
taxes for businesses and homes,
of about $19 per $100,000 of
assessed value. The owner of a
home assessed at $600,000, ap-
proximately the median valuation
in Alameda County, would pay
an additional $114 a year.

Initsinitial proposal, BAHFA
said the bond measure would
generate $670 million annually
tobuild 70,000 affordable homes
near transit, jobs and stores, to
turn vacant lots and blighted
properties into housing, and
establish assistance for first-time
homebuyers. But following a
threatening letter from oppo-
nents last week that found the
actual cost to be $911 million,
BAHFA admitted to making a
mathematical error and corrected
the amount.

Last week, 13 Bay Area res-
idents filed suit in Santa Clara
County Superior Court to ques-
tion the wording of the ballot
measure, which they deemed
slanted and would prejudice
voters toward approving it.

“BAHFA knew that RM4
would fail after judicial revision,
even if voters statewide passed
Proposition 5,” said Jason Bezis,
an attorney for opponents of the
measure. “My clients have now
shifted their energy to defeat
Proposition 5.”

Under the $20 billion plan,
counties and large cities would
have shared the funds. Alameda
County would have received
$2.8 billion.

On Tuesday, just four days
after the suit was filed, BAHFA
called for a Wednesday special
meeting with a strong indication
the commission planned to pull it.

Nearly all of the 32 residents
who addressed the panel before
the vote Wednesday, either in per-
son or through Zoom, expressed
disappointment about what was
about to occur.

Affordable housing advocate
Heather Hood of Enterprise
Community Partners choked
back tears as she told the panel
she supported pulling the mea-
sure and trying again in the future.

“We have all worked so hard
to get here to do something truly
transformational together,” Hood
said. “This is areally difficult day
for the campaign. We've had to
think about the long run and even
longer run in order to preserve our

collective ability to really fight
and win.”

LauraFoote of Up for Growth
said her organization had been
prepared to mobilize like never
before to get the bond passed.

“We need to take a moment
and recognize that this is going to
be a real tragedy for everybody,
including our local economy,”
Foote said. “This is a real loss
for all, and we should recommit
ourselves to the project of afford-
ablehousing in the Bay Area. Our
cities are going toneed to domore
in order to deal with this tragedy,
and we're going to need to do a
lotmore in the short term, not just
the long term, in order to make up
for this loss.”

Opponents, however, were
opposed to asking residents to
pay more in property taxes, and
encouraged the panel to pull the
measure.

“I think the cost of living in
our area has continued to soar,
and I don't think that the voters are
ready to pass another very large
tax measure that's going to make
it very hard to keep their homes,”
said former San Jose City Coun-
cilmember Johnny Khamis. “
think this board ignores the fact
that our people are struggling.
Increasing the taxes on their
property will actually get passed
down to them, whether they're
renters or owners. And we have
enough people living on the street
now, and I don't think a very large
new tax is going to help.”

During discussion before
the vote, Oakland Mayor Sheng

Thao, who serves on the BAHFA
panel, called the decision to pull
the measure disappointing, but
planned to vote yes.

“I would call for and ask
that we all take that energy of
disappointment to ensure that
Prop 5 passes, to ensure that that
very first step takes place, so that
we can move forward with this
when it comes through again,”
Thao said. “It is very emotional
because it means that many
families will not actually get the
housing that they still deserve.”

Santa Rosa City Coun-
cilmember Victoria Fleming
said her vote in June to place
the measure on the ballot was
“the best vote I’ve taken in my
six years in elective office.” She
called her vote Wednesday to
remove it, her “saddest.”

“It’s most sad for the people
who are living in overcrowded
conditions that are impacting
their health, and for all the chil-
dren who don't get to grow up
with access to all the amenities
that they so deserve,” Fleming
said.

Alameda County Supervisor
Nate Miley, who serves on the
panel and attended the meeting,
did not comment during the
discussion.

In Santa Clara County Supe-
rior Court Wednesday following
the vote, Judge Eric Geffon asked
BAHFAs attorney to file anotice
ofthe BAHFA decision to enable
him to dismiss two lawsuits relat-
ed to the measure. That dismissal
would come on Sept. 5.

Fiesta Organizers Report
Huge Salud y Sol Success

More than a thousand
people attended the second
annual Salud y Sol End-
of-Summer Health Fiesta
hosted by the Tri-Valley
Nonprofit Alliance (TVN-
PA) at May Nissen Park
in Livermore earlier this
month, according to event
organizers.

"We are thrilled by the
turnout and the positive
impact this event has had
on our community," said
Kathy Young, TVNPA
chief executive officer
Kathy Young. "The Sa-
Iud y Sol End-of-Summer
Health Fiesta exemplifies
the power of collaboration
and the importance of com-
ing together to support our
neighbors."

Funded by a grant from
Alameda County, the event
was designed to acquaint
area residents with non-
profit healthcare and sup-
port-services providers.

During the festival,
Tri-Valley Haven, which
provides support for vic-
tims of sexual and domestic
abuse, passed out 405 back-
packs filled with school
supplies and 99 gift cards to
local families, helping en-
sure students were prepared
for the new school year.

Axis Community Health
distributed 500 dental Kkits,

while the Outreach Pro-
gram of America provid-
ed 17 families with cell
phones and Holy Cross Lu-
theran Church gave away
600 children's books.

Kids Bike Lane re-
paired 24 bikes, gave
away eight new bikes,
and passed out more than
30 helmets, according to
event organizers, while
La Familia handed out 500
coloring sets.

Open Heart Kitchen
provided 300 free meals
and Auntie Viv’s gave
away about 375 servings
of shaved ice.

The Department of Ag-
riculture’s Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program
for Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC) also gave
away 40 toddler back-
packs.

City Serve of Tri-Val-
ley, which helps coordinate
efforts among churches
and other faith-based or-
ganizations, non-profits,
schools, businesses, and
government agencies, pro-
vided information on hous-
ing and senior care.

Other participating orga-
nizations included Tri-Val-
ley Air Quality and Quest
Science Center, which en-
tertained the crowd with
rocket launches.

BALLOT

(Continued from front page)

Persons. Legislative Consti-
tutional Amendment.

Proposition 32: Raises
Minimum Wage. Initiative
Statute.

Proposition 33: Expands
Local Governments’ Au-
thority to Enact Rent Con-
trol on Residential Property.
Initiative Statute.

Proposition 34: Restricts
Spending of Prescription
Drug Revenues by Certain
Health Care Providers. Ini-
tiative Statute.

Proposition 35: Pro-
vides Permanent Funding
for Medi-Cal Health Care
Services. Initiative Statute.

Proposition 36: Allows
Felony Charges and Increas-

es Sentences for Certain
Drug and Theft Crimes.
Initiative Statute.

City of Dublin

Mayor: Shawn Costello,
Tom Evans, Sherry Hu, Jean
Josey

City Councilmember,
District 1: Michael McCor-
riston

City Councilmember,
District 3: Razi Hasni, John
Morada

Measure 01: Traffic Re-
lief, Clean Air/Open Space
Preservation Measure

Measure 02: Offices and
Government Accountability
Act Measure

OBITUARIES

It is with great sadness that
we announce the passing of
Lois Button, age 91, on Au-
gust 13, 2024, who was a won-
derful and dedicated mother, a
kind and compassionate sister,
a loyal friend and longtime
resident of Livermore.

Lois grew up in San Lean-
dro, California, and learned
to play violin and piano. She
was a Girl Scout who loved
camping, swimming, singing
and the outdoors. Lois gradu-
ated from San Leandro High
School, class of 1950. She was
in the chorus of her favorite
musical “Brigadoon”. She
played Tympani drums in the
orchestra and was the accom-
panist for the Boys Glee Club
and the chorus. Music filled
her life with joy.

Lois won the Bank of
America Award for English
that gave her a full scholar-
ship to Ohio University. She
became a certified radiology
tech and loved that position.
While working and raising
her three girls, Lois attended
night school and received
her master's in counseling in
1980. She became a guidance

Lois A. Button

Sept. 15, 1932 — Aug. 13, 2024

counselor and taught women’s
studies at Chabot College for
multiple years, a goal she was
extremely proud of accom-
plishing.

She married her high
school sweetheart, Jack But-
ton, in 1951. They moved to
Livermore in 1956. Lois was
an active member of the First
Presbyterian Church (FPCL)
since 1957. She taught Sunday
School, loved singing in the
church choir, attended Bible
Study and was a Stephen’s
Minister; she was always
willing to help others.

In her retirement, Lois
traveled with Jack in their

City of Livermore

Mayor: John Marchand*

City Councilmember,
District 3: Steve Dunbar,
David Farley, Jeff Kaskey

City Councilmember,
District 4: Thomas Soules,
Kristie Wang

City of Pleasanton

Mayor: Jack Balch, Kar-
la Brown*

City Councilmember,
District 2: Valerie Arkin*,
Craig Eicher

City Councilmember,
District 4: Matthew B.
Gaidos, Vivek Mohan

Measure: Pleasanton Es-
sential Services Protection
Measure

RV for over 15 years. Once
Jack passed, Lois travelled
internationally with her three
daughters, her sister, and her
friends. Lois also enjoyed
playing the game of bridge.

Lois is predeceased by
her husband of 56 years, Jack
Button (2007). She is survived
by her three daughters, Adelle
and Paul Bell, Marlyn Pea-
cock, Michele (Shelley) and
Kevin Decoteau; her sister
Naida Connery; six grand-
children, four great-grand-
children, and many nieces and
nephews.

The Celebration of Life
service is on Saturday, Aug.
24, 11a.m., at the First Pres-
byterian Church, with a light
lunch to follow. For those
who are unable to attend,
live-streaming is available on
fpcl.online.church. In lieu of
flowers, please donate to the
FPCL Deacon Fund/Music
Department.

Callaghan Mortuary is
honored to be serving the
Button Family. An online
guestbook is available for
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.

Services districts

BART Director

District 5: Joseph Grear,
Melissa Hernandez*

Dublin San Ramon Services
District

Area 3: Rich Halket¥*,
Javier Lopez Rivero

Area 5: Arun Goel*

Livermore Area Recreation &
Park District

Two at-large Director
seats: Matt Bogdanowicz,
James Boswell*, Jan Pala-
jac*, Jacob Vital

Chabot-Las Positas
Community College District

Born at a North Carolina
military base at 3 Ibs. 8 oz.,
Leni overcame her rough start
to become a very successful,
independent woman. She grad-
uated from San Leandro High
School in 1972. After one year
at Humboldt State, she decided
to enroll in a vocational drafting
program in Pocatello, Idaho.
She became the 4th employee
at Power Engineers as a drafter
where she practiced her im-
peccable writing and drawing
skills. When the company
moved to Hailey, Idaho, they
supported Leni to attend the
University of Idaho to obtain
her electrical engineering de-
gree. She continued with Power
until moving back to California
to be near family. Leni pursued
her engineering career in Cali-
fornia and obtained her profes-
sional engineering license. She
held many jobs in that capacity,
including Hershey’s Chocolate,
where she was transferred to
Pennsylvania for a short time.
Upon returning, she started
her own successful business in
automation engineering.

In 2021, she decided to
make a drastic career change,

Trustee, Area 4: Joseph
Grcar, Maria L. Heredia*

Trustee, Area 5: Cath-
eryn Grier

Trustee, Area 7: Ste-
phen (Steve) Lanza*

School District
Governing Boards

Dublin Unified School District

Area 1: Kristian Reyes,
Ramnath “Ram” Shanbhogue

Area 3: Jeff Clark

Area 4: Gabi Blackman*

Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District
Two at-large seats: Tara
Boyce, Deena Kaplanis,
Jean Paulsen, Amanda

Leni Jane Seymon
July 26, 1954 - Aug. 6, 2024

her childhood dream job...
teaching. Leni loved her
math teaching profession and
worked endlessly to create
the most positive, rigorous,
supportive environment for
her students at Pleasanton
Middle School. Over the 19
years of teaching, students
always came back to thank
her for the tremendous math
experience they had, and to
share their success stories. She
was a master at remembering
every single student’s name.
Throughout these years, she
maintained her engineering
skills by working with her

Pepper, Maggie Tufts,
Christiaan VandenHeuvel

Pleasanton Unified School
District

Area 1: Mary Jo Carreon

Area 3: Donalyn Harris,
Kelly Mokashi*

Area 4: Jen Flynn,
Charlie Jones

Sunol Glen Unified School
District

One at-large seat: Erin
Choin, Ryan Jergensen

The full ballot is view-
able online on the Alameda
County website: https://
wWww.acgov.org/rov_app/
candidatelist?election-
id=252

close friend with Int-Elect
Engineering and managed
the family real estate busi-
ness (Eirwin F. Selby Inc.).
Needless to say, she enjoyed
working!

When not working, Le-
ni’s passion was cuisine...
whether creating exotic meals
at home, exploring cooking
shows on TV, or traveling to
wine and dining destinations,
she loved experimenting with
food and drink. Her fame was
lemon drop cocktails and her
colleagues savored her baked
goodies on collaboration days.
Generosity was in her soul.

Leni handled her year-long
battle with esophageal cancer
with amazing strength and
calmness. She died peacefully
at home with her sister and
niece by her side.

She is survived by Gail
Myers (sister), David Seymon
(brother, and wife MaryJo),
Gwen Anaya (niece, husband
Jason, children Cruz and
Ruby), Conrad Myers (nephew,
wife Katelyn, children Grayson
and Harper), George Myers
(nephew and wife Julie, chil-
dren Ivy, Austin, and Olivia).

Former Livermore resident
Shirley Wyckoff, age 86 and 11
months, passed away in Omaha
Nebraska on July 24, 2024.

Shirley, known as “maca” to
her family, was born Aug. 21,
1937, to Raymond William Ke-
ough and Selma McKenzie Warm-
ington in Hayward, California.
She married Jerry Allen Wyckoff
in December of 1953, and together
they raised four children in the

Bay Area. Shirley is survived by
her four children, seven grand-
children and ten great-grandchil-
dren: Jerry Allen Jr. (Nanette)
(Christopher, Danielle, Joshua)
(Skylar), Robert James (Patricia)
(Corrina, Christina) (Riley, Ryder,
Reese, Harlow, and Maci) Janine
Michelle Langley (Richard),
and Jeffery Wayne (Jennifer),
(Chanelle and Clinton) (Bianca,
Brian, Jameson, Hendrik). She is

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Shirley Jean Wyckoff
Aug. 21,1937 - July 24, 2024

also survived by brothers Jerry and
William (Jan) and predeceased by
brother Robert and sister Leah.
Shirley worked in customer
service and at Intel after raising
her family. She loved to crochet,
knit, sew, walk her dog Bella,
and go to the casinos. She was
an avid collector of roosters and
penguins. In retirement, she took
up painting and other crafts at Ar-
bor Vista where she was an active

member of the community. She
looked forward to outings with
family to shop and was always
excited to eat out at a restaurant
with her family. Shirley was a
happy and proud mother to all
her children, grandchildren, and
great grandchildren. She was
kind to everyone, easy going,
and enjoyed life to the fullest.
Her favorite place and dream
vacation was always Hawaii; she

was able to visit the islands with
her daughter a few years ago and
had an amazing time.

A celebration of life will be
held at Livermore Community
Center, 4444 East Ave. Livermore,
California, on Saturday, Sept. 14
from 12 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. A light
Iunch will be provided. Please join
the family in honoring her love of
Hawaii by coming in bright colors
or tropical attire.
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New Coach Brings Wealth of Hoops Experience to LPC

By Phil Jensen

New Las Positas Col-
lege women’s basketball
head coach Tracey Walker
was a multiskilled player
during her career as a
high school, college and
professional athlete.

She wants to bring that
same attention to detail to
this season’s Hawks team.

“My coaching philos-
ophy generally is that we
are as strong as our weak-
est link,” said Walker,
who was an assistant last
season for Las Positas.
She wants the team to
concentrate this season
on being fundamentally

sound and maintaining
their joy and motivation.

Walker’s playing ex-
perience is extensive.
In high school at Valley
Christian-San Jose, she
led the Central Coast
Section in scoring and
assists her senior year
with 25 points and six
assists per game in the
2003-04 season, in ad-
dition to 10 rebounds
and five steals per game.
After an outstanding
four-year high school
career, the point guard
then played four years at
Santa Clara University,
where she was the team’s
Most Improved Player as

a freshman and its Most
Outstanding Defensive
Player as a sophomore.
Walker had 1,000 career
points for Santa Clara,
then played professional-
ly in Iceland one season
before becoming an air
traffic controller in the
Navy from 2011-2020.
Her offensive game
was fast-paced, and that is
also part of her coaching
philosophy. “I want to
score points in transition,”
Walker said. Defensively,
she likes her players to
put a lot of pressure on
the opposing offense. “We
make sure you feel our
presence,” Walker said.

“We’re scrappy, getting
all the loose balls.

“I’ve always been that
scrappy player. That has
helped me develop an
eye about how to play
defense, how to anticipate
passes.”

Growing up, Walker
was influenced by players
such as WNBA stars Cyn-
thia Cooper, Ticha Pen-
icheiro, Dawn Staley and
Jennifer Azzi. She cited
“their hard work, their
tenacity, their toughness,
their grace, the sports-
manship, and their love
for basketball.

A major coaching in-
fluence for Walker is Mi-

chelle Bento-Jackson,
her former coach at Santa
Clara who is now at Cal
Poly Humboldt. “A lot of
her philosophy has stuck
with me and I talk to her
to this day,” Walker said.

Prior to her position as
an assistant at Las Pos-
itas, Walker coached at
Prolific Hoops in Moun-
tain House, a year-round
youth basketball acade-
my. She has a bachelor’s
degree in sociology from
Santa Clara and is cur-
rently pursuing a mas-
ter’s degree in counseling
and guidance at San Jose
State.

Walker could have

a rebuilding job ahead
of her at Las Positas.
This year, the Hawks are
returning none of their
starters from last season’s
team, which finished 6-19
overall and 2-8 in Coast
Conference-North play
under former coach Caleb
Theodore, who moved to
Sacramento City College.

“My hopes for the team
this season is that we
work hard, compete and
have fun,” said Walker in
a text to The Independent.
“I think this year is going
to be a foundational one
and I'm really excited
to coach this group of
women!”

Mountain Lion Spotted

By David Scholz

Despite a local resi-
dent’s surprise encoun-
ter with a mountain lion
mother and her kittens,
officials note such sight-
ings are rarer than one
may think.

The runner encoun-
tered a mountain lion with
three kittens in Pleasan-
ton Ridge Regional Park,
west of the city, on Aug.
13, according to the East
Bay Regional Parks Dis-
trict. A different mountain
lion, also with three kit-
tens, was spotted last year
near Five Canyons Park in
Castro Valley.

Krysten Kellum, an
information officer with
the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife, said
an increase in wildlife
sightings can be attribut-
ed to more people with
technology. Residents in-
creasingly have installed
security cameras placed
outside of their homes,
for example.

“Mountain lion sight-
ings are rare. They do
not like to be seen by
humans,” Kellum said.

The East Bay area, sur-
rounded by open space,
is the natural habitat of
mountain lions and other
wildlife.

“Housing develop-
ments continue to push
further into open spaces
that serve as wildlife hab-
itat,” Kellum said.

In response, this spe-
cies, like others, have in
turn learned to adapt to
the world that has grown
up around them.

“Wildlife has learned
that where there are hu-
mans there will be sourc-
es of food. Those food
sources could be pet food
left outside or even small
domestic pets or livestock
left outside at night; an-
other source could be lush
gardens that attract deer
(mountain lions’ favorite
food),” she said.

People are more likely
to spot wildlife between

Near Pleasanton, Caught On Infrared Gamera

dusk and dawn when the
animals are more active.
But hikers and others
venturing outdoors should
stay alert even in daytime.

If a mountain lion is
encountered, do not run —
stay calm. Do not turn
your back on the animal,
and never approach them.
Instead, face the animal,
make sure it has an escape
route, make loud noises
and try to look bigger. If
with small children, put
them on your shoulders.

Dave Mason, spokes-
person with the East Bay
Regional Parks District
added, “Do not run as it
is their normal instinct to
“chase.”’

He echoed Kellum’s
thoughts about the rarity
of sighting a family unit
of three young mountain
lions with their mother.

“Coyotes, bobcats,
deer, elk, wild pigs, and
mountain lions are occa-
sionally spotted in East
Bay Regional Parks,” he
said. “As always, visitors

should be aware of their
surroundings and avoid

wearing headphones.
Also, consider enjoying

parklands with a friend
for added safety.”

In a recent sighting at East Bay Regional Parks District’s (EBRPD) Pleasanton Ridge,
a mountain lion family consisting of a mother and her three kittens was observed by
camera trap. This marks the second confirmed appearance of a mountain lion family
in the area. Last year, a different mother mountain lion with three cubs was seen near
EBRPD’s Five Canyons Park, showcasing a trend of successful breeding in the this
region. (Photo courtesy of Alameda County Resource Conservation District)

Participants at last year’s Tri-Valley Haven Pace for Peace crossing the finish line.
(Photo courtesy of Tri-Valley Haven)

Annual Pace for Peace Set for Oct. 5

Tri-Valley Haven, a Liv-
ermore-based nonprofit,
will sponsor its 27th annual
Pace for Peace fundraiser
on Saturday, Oct. 5.

Proceeds from the
5k/10k walk and run will
support programs for child
and adult survivors of sex-
ual and domestic abuse,
including emergency hous-
ing, counseling, and legal
services.

The run/walk will start
and finish at the nonprofit’s
community building, 3663
Pacific Ave. The 10K will
get underway at § a.m.,
with participants in the 5K
starting a few minutes lat-
er, according to the event
schedule.

Strollers and dogs are
welcome.

All participants will be
timed and both the 10K and

5K are expected to end by
9:30 a.m., followed by an
awards ceremony.

The cost is $45 for
adults for either the 5K
or 10K timed runs, plus
a $4.45 registration fee,
and $35 for youths 18 and
under, plus a $3.85 regis-
tration fee.

To register, or for spon-
sorship information, go to
trivalleyhaven.org.

SBC Expands Dublin Blood-Donation Hours

Stanford Blood Cen-
ter (SBC) has expanded
the hours of operation for
its newest blood-donation
center, which opened at the
Fallon Gateway Shopping
Center in Dublin last fall.

The center, 2820 Dublin
Boulevard, is now open
from 11:30 a.m. to 7:30
p-m., Tuesday and Thurs-
day, and from 7 a.m. to 3
p.m., Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday.

“With the expansion of
our Dublin center's hours, we
are excited to welcome more
donors from the Tri-Valley
region,” says SBC Chief
Executive Officer Harpreet
Sandhu. “Our community
blood center is dedicated to
making the donation process
as convenient and accessible
as possible to ensure that
life-saving blood is readily
available for local patients.”

To encourage donations,

SBC is offering two tickets
to a San Francisco Giants
baseball game and a Gi-
ants-Stanford Blood Center
T-shirt to anyone who gives
blood on a Saturday in Au-
gust. In addition, those who
donate blood at the Dublin
center on a Tuesday will
receive a $20 e-gift card.

For more information or
to schedule a blood dona-
tion, go to stanfordblood-
center.org

Realtors Foundation Awards $15k
In Scholarships to College Students

The Bay East Associa-
tion of Realtors Foundation
recently awarded $15,000 in
scholarships to 10 college
students from Alameda and
Contra Costa counties for
the new school year.

Scholarships were
awarded to Colene Agbo,
Jordan Sheehan, and Eu-
leena Trinh, who will be
attending the University of
California, Los Angeles; Al-
exa Piscil and Hillary Khuu,
University of California,
Berkeley; Gabrielle Carpio,
University of California,
Santa Cruz; Asia Manuels,

University of California,
Irvine; Laura Khuu, Uni-
versity of California, Davis;
Anja Weiss, Chapman Uni-
versity; and Sariah Johnson,
Howard University.

The foundation was es-
tablished in 1978 to provide
financial support for educa-
tion and charitable needs in
Alameda and Contra Costa
counties. Since launching
the scholarship program
in 2015, it has awarded
$215,000 in scholarships
and grants to more than 110
students pursuing higher
education.

“Every year we are
amazed at the level of candi-
dates that apply for the Bay
East Foundation Scholar-
ship,” said Curtis Fleming,
foundation president. “This
year was no different and
we see it as a privilege to
help the future leaders in
our society with their edu-
cational dreams.”

The Bay East Associ-
ation of Realtor is a trade
association for the more
than 6,000 residential and
commercial real estate
agents in the San Francisco
Bay Area.

The 54th Pleasanton Soccer Parade brought kids’ teams in colorful costumes through
downtown on Aug. 17. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607969
The following person(s) doing
business as: Esencia Gemela
Tequila, 2841 Hoya Common,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-

by registered by the following
owner(s): Andrew Urista, 2841
Hoya Common, Livermore, CA
945518; Ana Reynoso, 2841
Hoya Common, Livermore, CA
94551. This business is con-
ducted by a Joint Venture. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious

business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Andrew Urista, General Partner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 15, 2024. Expires July 14,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6052. Published August 1, 8,
15,22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607787
The following person(s) doing
business as: Family BBQ Hickory
Pit, 3064 Pacific Ave, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Is-
abela Mia LLC, 3064 Pacific
Ave, Livermore, CA 94550. This

business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Inocencio Hernandez, Managing
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-

ameda on July 9, 2024. Expires
July 8, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6053. Published Au-
gust 1, 8,15, 22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608061
The following person(s) doing
business as: Jess Wynn-Grant

Psychotherapy, 5738 Kings-
ley Circle, Oakland, CA 94605
is hereby registered by the
following  owner(s):  Jessica
Wynn-Grant, 5738 Kingsley
Circle, CA 94605. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious

business name(s) listed above:
6/14/2024. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Jessica Wynn-Grant,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 18, 2024. Expires
July 17,2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6054. Published Au-
gust 1,8, 15,22, 2024.
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608095
The following person(s) doing
business as: Waxing The City,
6770 Bernal Ave, Ste 440 Pleas-
anton, CA 94566 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Baywax LLC, 6770 Bernal Ave,
Ste 440, Pleasanton, CA 94566
. This business is conducted by
a Limited Liablity Company. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/19/2024. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Pradyot Kar, Principal.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 19, 2024. Expires July 18,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6055. Published August 1, 8,
15,22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607558
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Functional Nu-
trition Answers; 2. Functional
Nutrition Library; 2. Nutritionist
Recipes, 3020 Bernal Ave Ste
110 #1004, Pleasanton, CA
94566 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Nutri-
tionist Answers, LLC, 2131 W
Republic Rd #548, Springfiield,
MO 65807. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liabilty
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Erica Julson, Managing
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on June 27, 2024. Ex-
pires June 26, 2029. The Inde-
pendent, Legal No. 6057. Pub-
lished August 1, 8, 15, 22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608125

The following person(s) doing
business as: McG's Photogra-
phy, 6770 Tory Way, Dublin, CA
94568 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Michelle
McGowan, 6770 Tory Way, Dub-
linc, CA 94568. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/20/2024. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Michelle McGowan,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 22, 2024. Expires
July 21, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6058. Published Au-
gust 1,8, 15,22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608130
The following person(s) doing
business as: City Greens Main-
tenance, LLC, 40550 Chapel
Way #21, Fremont, CA 94538
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s):City Greens
Maintenance, LLC, 40550 Chap-
el Way #21, Fremont, CA 94538.
This business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Guill-
ermo Inguanzo Gurrola, Manag-
er. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 22, 2024. Expires July 21,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6059. Published August 1, 8,
15,22,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608137
The following person(s) doing
business as: Clarity Journals,
3295 Bridle Drive, Hayward, CA
94541 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Alexis
Green, 3295 Bridle Drive, Hay-
ward, CA 94541. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
5/23/24. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Alexis Green, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 22, 2024. Expires July 21,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6060. Published August 1, 8,
15,22,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607528

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: C&C Davis
Consulting, 898 42nd Street,
Oakland, CA 94608 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Penelope Davis, 898 42nd
Street, oakland, CA 94608. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 5/1/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Penelope Davis,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 27, 2024. Expires
July 26, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6061. Published Au-
gust 1,8, 15,22, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607798
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Russell City
Distillery, 22549 Foothill Blvd,
Hayward, CA 94541 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Russell City Distill-
ery, Inc., 5929 Highwood Rd.,
Castro Valley, CA 94552. This
business is conducted by a
Corporatin. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 12/22/2014. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Geoff Harries,
CEO. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 9, 2024. Expires
July 8, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6064. Published
August 1, 8, 15, 22, 2024.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR

CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24CV074016

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED

PERSONS:

Petitioner:

Peris Kimani Morrison

4362 Panorama Drive

Dublin, CA 94568

925-226-6937

pariskimani2@gmail.com

filed a petition with this court

for a decree changing names

as follows:

Present Names:

Peris Kimani Morrison

Cara Daurice Morrison

Proposed Name:

Paris Kimani Neal

Cara Amani Kimani

THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested in

this matter appear before this

court at the hearing indicated

below to show cause, if any,

why the petition for change of

name should not be granted.

Any person objecting to the

name changes described above

must file a written objection that

includes the reasons for the

objection at least two court days

before the matter is scheduled

to be heard and must appear

at the hearing to show cause

why the petition should not be

granted. If no written objection is

timely filed, the court may grant

the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 11/22/2024

Time: 9:30 AM

Dept: 1B

The address of the court is:

Alameda County

Administration Building

1225 Fallon Street

Oakland, CA 94612

A copy of this Order To Show

Cause shall be published at

least once each week for

four successive weeks prior

to the date set for hearing on

the petition in the following

newspaper of general

circulation printed in this county:

The Independent Newspaper

2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: 4/8/2024 /s/: Thomas

Nixon, Judge of the Superior

Court.

The Independent, Legal No.

6065. Published August 8, 15,

22,29,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608296
The following person(s) doing
business as: Sunol Aggregates,
11555 Dublin Blvd, Dublin, CA
94568 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): De Silva
Gates Construction LLC, 11555
Dublin Blvd, Dublin, CA 94568.
This business is conducted by
a Limited Liability Company.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/29/2024. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/:  Christpher Hallum,
VicePresident/CFO. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on July 29,
2024. Expires July 28, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6066.
Published August 8, 15, 22, 29,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608280
The following person(s) doing
business as: This Little Life,
5436 Ruth Ave, Oakland, CA
94601 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): This Lit-
tle Life LLC, 5436 Ruth Ave, Oak-
land, CA 94601. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Kim To, Principal.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 29, 2024. Expires July 28,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6067. Published August 8,
15,22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 608212
The following person(s) doing
business as: Otter Construction,
1228 Quarry Lane, suite C,
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Manito Construction,
Inc., 1228 Quarry Lane, Suite
C, Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

independentnews.com

to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Victoroa Morris, Vice
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 25, 2024. Expires
July 24, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6068. Published Au-
gust 8,15, 22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608027

The following person(s) doing
business as: 3D Remodeling
Inc., Lindgergh Ave, Suite D,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): James Alexander, PO
Box 2812, Livemore, CA 94551.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 4/1/1984. Signature of
Registrant/s/: James Alexander,
Presient. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 17, 2024. Expires
July 16, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6069. Published Au-
gust 8,15, 22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607862

The following person(s) doing
business as:  SKNWITHKAIT,
4685 Canary Drive, Pleasanton,
CA 94566 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Kait-
lyn White, 4685 Canary Drive,
Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 4/16/2024. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Kaitlyn White,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 11, 2024. Expires
July 10, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6070. Published Au-
gust 8, 15, 22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608341

The following person(s) doing
business as: Eduardo Lin, MD
& Associates, 6155 Stoneridge
Dr., STE 101, Pleasanton, CA
94588 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Eduardo
Lin, 6155 Stoneridge Dr., STE
101, Pleasanton, CA 94588;
Minh Dang, 6155 Stoneridge
Dr., STE 101, Pleasanton, CA
94588; Oasis Pain and Wellness
Center, Inc, 6155 Storeridge Dr,
Ste 101, Pleasanton, CA 94588.
This business is conducted
by a General Partnership. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/10/2024. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Eduardo Lin, General
Partner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 31, 2024. Expires
July 30, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6071. Published Au-
gust 8,15, 22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607852

The following person(s) doing
business as: Baba Landscaping,
6700 Goodfellow Ave, Dublin, CA
94568 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): 5 Smar
Movers, Inc., 6700 Goodfellow
Ave, Dublin, CA 94568. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 12/6/2022. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Sanjeev Dhewant,
Secretary. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 10, 2024. Expires
July 9, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6072. Published Au-
gust 8,15, 22, 29, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607834
The following person(s) doing
business as: GJ Plumbing, 996
Via Honda, San Lorenzo, CA
94580 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Gilmer
Rojas, 996 Via Honda San Lo-
renzo, CA 94580. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Gilmer Rojas, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on July 10,
2024. Expires July 9, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6073.
Published August 8, 15, 22, 29,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 607834

The following person(s) doing
business as: GJ Plumbing, 996
Via Honda, San Lorenzo, CA
94580 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Gilmer
Rojas, 996 Via Honda San Lo-
renzo, CA 94580. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Gilmer Rojas, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on July 10,
2024. Expires July 9, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6073.
Published August 8, 15, 22, 29,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608404

The following person(s) doing
business as: JALC Enterprises,
3670 Whitworth Drive, Dublin,
CA 94568 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): JALC
Enterprises, LLC, 3670 Whit-
worth Dr., Dublin, CA 94568.
This business is conducted by
a Limited Liability Company.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
9/23/2023. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/.Jeffery Hall, Manager.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
August 2, 2024. Expires August
1, 2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6074. Published August 15,
22,29, September 5, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608134
The following person(s) doing
business as: Seoul Gom Tang I,
3801 Telegraph Ave, Oakland,CA
94609 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): KWM
Invetment Inc., 3801 Telegraph
Ave, Oakland, CA 94609. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 0/0/2004. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Won Young Kim,
Manager. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 22, 2024. Expires
July 21, 2029. The Independent,
Legal No. 6075. Published Au-
gust 15, 22, 29, September 5,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608238

The following person(s) doing
business as: Original Insta Lube,
15526 Hersperian BLVD, San
Lorenzo, CA 94580 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): ECO Lube Center, 15526
Hesperian BLVD, San Lorenzo,
CA 94580. This business is
conducted by a Corporation.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
6/1/2016. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Quang Phan, CEQ. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on July
26, 2024. Expires July 25, 2029.
The Independent, Legal No.
6076. Published August 15, 22,
29, September 5, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 607597

The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Amausaan Uji
Matcha; 2, LAC Coffee, 39658
Cedar Blvd, Newark, CA 94560 is
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): CaffeineHQ LLC,
2050 Lewelling Blvd, San Lean-
dro, CA 94579. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Quoc Nguyen, Member.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 1, 2024. Expires June 30,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6077. Published August 15,
22,29, September 5, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608090

The following person(s) doing
business as: Behtesda Home,
22427 Montgomery St., Hay-
ward, CA 94541 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Christian Retirement
Center of Northern California,
22427 Montgomery St., Hay-
ward, CA 94541. This business
is conducted by a Corporation.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
5/24/1971. Signature of Regis-

trant/s/: Robin Harvey, President.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 19, 2024. Expires July 18,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6078. Published August 15,
22, 29, September 5, 2024.

STATEMENT OF
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 590828
The person(s) listed below
have abandoned the use of the
following fictitious  business
name(s). Original Inst Lube,
15526 Hesperian BLVD, San
Lorenzo, CA 94580. Registered
by the following owner(s): Huong
Truong, 251 Perkings ST., Oak-
land, CA 94610. The fictitious
business name statement was
filed on 07/29/2022 in the
County of Alameda. This busi-
ness was conducted by an Indi-
vidual. Signature of Registrants:
/sl Houng Truong. Owner. This
statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda on July 26,
2024. The Independent, Legal
No. 6079. Published August
15, 22, 29, September 5, 2024.

SUMMONS
(CITATION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER
(Numero del Caso):
24CV070947
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT (AVI-
SO AL DEMANDADO): PEN-
NYWEIGHT CRAFT BREW-
ING LLC; CHRISTOPHER
GUY aka CHRIS GUY; and
DOES 1 through 10, inclusive

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAIN-
TIFF (LO ESTA DEMANDANDO
EL  DEMANDANTE): PAWNEE
LEASING CORPORATION

NOTICE! You have been sued.
The court may decide against
you without your being heard
unless you respond within 30
days. Read the information
below. You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and
legal papers are served on you
to file a written response at this
court and have a copy served
on the plaintiff. A letter or phone
call will not protect you. Your
written response must be in
proper legal form if you want
the court to hear your case.
There may be a court form that
you can use for your response.
You can find these court forms
and more information at the
California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county
law library, or the courthouse
nearest you. If you cannot pay
the filing fee, ask the court
clerk for a fee waiver form. If
you do not file your response
on time, you may lose the case
by default, and your wages,
money, and property may be
taken without further warning
from the court. There are other
legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right
away. If you do not know an
attorney, you may want to call
an attorney referral service. If
you cannot afford an attorney,
you may be eligible for free
legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can
locate these nonprofit groups
at the California Legal Services
Web site (www.lawhelpcalifor-
nia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by
contacting your local court or
county bar association. NOTE:
The court has a statutory lien
for waived fees and costs on
any settlement or arbitration
award of $10,000 or more in a
civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will
dismiss the case. jAVISO! Lo
han demandado. Si no respon-
de dentro de 30 dias, la corte
puede decidir en su contra sin
escuchar su version. Lea la

MIKE FRACISCO
925.998.8131
FRACISCO REALTY

Residential « Commercial ¢ Property Mgmt

www.MikeFracisco.com
B DRE #01378428

informacion a continuacion.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen
esta citacion y papeles legales
para presentar una respuesta
por escrito en esta corte y hac-
er que se entregue una copia al
demandante. Una carta o una
llamada telefonica no lo prote-
gen. Su respuesta por escrito
tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen
su caso en la corte. Es posible
que haya un formulario que
usted pueda usar para su re-
spuesta. Puede encontrar estos
formularios de la corte y mas
informacion en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de Cali-
fornia  (www.sucorte.ca.gov),
en la biblioteca de leyes de su
condado o en la corte que le
quede mas cerca. Si no puede
pagar la cuota de presentacion,
pida al secretario de la corte
que le dé un formulario de
exencion de pago de cuotas.
Si no presenta su respuesta a
tiempo, puede perder el caso
por incumplimiento y la corte le
podra quitar su sueldo, dinero
y bienes sin més advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un
abogado inmediatamente. Si
no conoce a un abogado, puede
llamar a un servicio de remision
a abogados. Si no puede pagar
a un abogado, es posible que
cumpla con los requisitos para
obtener servicios legales gratu-
itos de un programa de servi-
cios legales sin fines de lucro.
Puede encontrar estos grupos
sin fines de lucro en el sitio
web de California Legal Ser-
vices, (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), en el Centro de Ayuda de
las Cortes de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose
en contacto con la corte o el
colegio de abogados locales.
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y
los costos exentos por imponer
un gravamen sobre cualquier
recuperacion de $10,000 6
mas de valor recibida mediante
un acuerdo o una concesion de
arbitraje en un caso de derecho
civil. Tiene que pagar el grava-
men de la corte antes de que la
corte pueda desechar el caso.

The name and address of
the court is (EI nombre y
direccion de la corte es):
Superior Court of California,
County of Alameda 1221 Oak
Street

Hayward, California 94544
The name, address, and tele-
phone number of plaintiff ’s
attorney, or plaintiff without
an attorney, is (EI nombre, la
direccion y el nimero de
teléfono del abogado del de-
mandante, o del demandante
que no tiene abogado, es):
FERNS, ADAMS & ASSOCI-
ATES

2815 Mitchell Drive, Suite
210

Walnut Creek, CA 94598
925-927-3401

DATE (Fecha): 04/11/2024
Chad Finke, Executive Officer/
Clerk of the Court

Clerk (Secretario),

D. Franklin

Deputy, (Adjunto)

The Independent, Legal No.
6081. Published August 22, 29,
September 5, 12, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 608274
The following person(s) doing
business as: Runestone Ranch,
19066 Mines Rd, Livermore, CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Rune-
stone Ranch, 19066 Mines
Rd, Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed

above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Jonalyn Porter, CEO.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 29, 2024. Expires July 28,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6082. Published August 22,
29, September 5, 12, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608435

The following person(s) doing
business as: Electrical & elec-
tronic Services LLC, 3987 First
Street, Suite E, Livermore, CA
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Electrical
& electronic Services LLC, 3987
First Street, Suite E, Livermore,
CA 94551, This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Samuel Shyam,
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on August 6, 2024.
Expires August 5, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6083.
Published August 22, 29, Sep-
tember 5, 12, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608580

The following person(s) doing
business as: Evergreen Ceme-
tery, 6450 Camden St., Oakland,
CA 94605 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Ev-
ergreen Ministries, 200 Roll-
ingwood Dr., Vallejo, CA 94591.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: October 2023. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Manuel Mendo-
za, Accountant. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on August 13, 2024.
Expires August 12, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6084.
Published August 22, 29, Sep-
tember 5, 12, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608598

The following person(s) doing
business as: 18 The Label, 1037
Germano Way, Pleasanton, CA
94566 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Prabh-
jot Randhawa, 1037 Germano
Way, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Prabhjot Randha-
wa, Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on August 14, 2024.
Expires August 13, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6085.
Published August 22, 29, Sep-
tember 5, 12, 2024,

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608681

The following person(s) doing
business as: AthleticPro LLC,
188 Bluebell Drive, Livermore,
CA 94551 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Ath-
leticPro LLC, 188 Bluebell Drive,
Livermore, CA 94551. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited
Liability Company. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Prabhjot
Randhawa, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on August 16,
2024. Expires August 15, 2029.
The Independent, Legal No.
6086. Published August 22, 29,
September 5, 12, 2024,

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

Tri-Vailey

R

Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue
Our current weekly adoption
events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies at:
Dublin Petsmart
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours:
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and how to donate.
Follow:
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on
Facebook, and Instagram

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED
SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area
companies. Check with the
local Better Business Bureau
before you send money or
fees. Read and understand
any contracts before you
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
CLASSIFIED ADS
go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call
(925)243-8000
MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD
SALES

FREE SECTION
LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California
law requires that contractors
taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or materials)
be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State law
also requires that contractors
include their license numbers
on all advertising. Check your
contractor's status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB
(2752).  Unlicensed  persons
taking jobs less than $500 must
state in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT
OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and state law prohib-
it advertisements for housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley's Leading

Real Estate Professionals & Services

LEN

925.784.1243
DRE #01323804

Dominic Greci

925.525.0864
DRE #01707140 R

Lyl

‘COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

Serving Clients and their families
for more than 37 years!

Michelle Elliott

Senior Home Lending Advisor
925.212.6907 | Fax:866.378.1616
Michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
Homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott
NMLS ID: 694685

CHASE &

MORTGAGE BANKING

Realtor® | CalRE #01910741

925.548.6702 | Lydia.Vetere@cbnorcal.com

www.lydiavetere.com
“Finding your way Home!”

&0

FAUGHT

REALTOR®, CRS, SRES®

COMPASS

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

CalBRE#00855150
WWW.SANDEEU.COM
&) )] Specializing in

BERKSHIRE | Drosdse
HATHAWAY | |

Livermore’s

roperties  Finest Homes

N

Claire Meager, Broker Associate
925.315.4502 OFFICE %= REFMAX

510.715.7682 MOBILE
claire.m.meager@gmail.com  CalDRE 01184005

AVR Properties

i L

CoLLECTIGN
BRMEE ACTTED

We Rent Your Homes
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
925.447.2367 | DRE 0096046167

REALTOR®

925.518.2142 |
nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com
Results That Move You

1983 Second Street | Livermore, CA | 94550
CA BRE# 01965816 | CA BRE# 01268085

925.784.7979

LeslieFaught.com

SellingEastBayHomes.com
DRE01027778
"Il find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy.”

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:

NICOLE SWEENEY

' il
b

REAL ESTATE
& ASSOCIATES

§ LEGACY

925-243-8001 Mitch@independentnews.com
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Ousted School Board President Running Again In Sunol Glen

By Ruth Roberts

Ousted Sunol Glen
Unified School District
(SGUSD) Board Presi-
dent Ryan Jergensen is
throwing his hat back into
the ring, looking to regain
a seat this November on
the three-member board
he was recalled from last
month. He is running
against substitute teacher
and vocal recall proponent
Erin Choin for the seat
formerly held by recalled
Trustee Linda Hurley.

Jergensen and Hurley
were elected in 2020 and
2022, respectively, but
later recalled in a special
election in July this year
over their votes to prohibit
the flying of the LGBTQ+
flag on school campus-
es. The Alameda Coun-
ty Board of Education
replaced Jergensen and
Hurley temporarily with
two of their own board
members, President Cheryl

Cook-Kallio and Trustee
Aisha Knowles.

In its first meeting on
July 24, Sunol Glen’s inter-
im board voted to repeal the
flag ban and replaced it with
a resolution allowing only
the U.S. and state flags to
fly on the school’s flagpole.
Other banners, including the
Pride flag, may be placed
elsewhere on campus, along
fences or in other locations
in the district.

While the flag issue
was a key factor in the
recall effort, supporters
also cited poor gover-
nance, such as Jergensen
being reappointed as board
president instead of rotat-
ing out of the position as
had been customary, and
not allowing community
members to speak during
public comment periods
at school board meetings.
These issues also contrib-
uted to a no-confidence
vote by SGUSD union
members and were instru-

mental in creating a divi-
sive and contentious rift
in the small community of
fewer than 1,000 residents.

Jergensen said in an
email to The Independent,

Ryan Jergensen

that despite his tumultuous
time on the board and the
subsequent recall, he be-
lieves he still has the sup-
port of many Sunolians.
“Yes, there was quite
a bit of drama ... but [ am
here to represent a large

segment of the Sunol pop-
ulation,” he said. “The re-
call campaign and election
was fairly even in the votes
and results. Because I am
on the ballot again, people
have the opportunity to
learn the truth about me.
They have the opportuni-
ty to get to know me and
have a discussion with me
personally in our small
community.”

But Ted Romo, who did
not face recall and is now
president of the board, said
in an email to The Inde-
pendent that he wondered
how Jergensen’s bid would
be received given the vol-
atile nature of the recall.

“While I am speaking in
my personal capacity and
not on behalf of the Sunol
Glen USD, its board of
trustees or its employees,
I would not be surprised if
voters, having just voted
to recall and remove Ryan
from the board of trustees,
found it a bit off-putting that

he immediately put himself
back in front of them in an
effort to get himself on the
board of trustees,” Romo
wrote. “I would think that
voters may reasonably con-
clude that his efforts are tin-
eared, and his actions simply
seek to defy the desires and
will of the voters that he no
longer serves on the board
of trustees. Certainly, for
someone who asserts he
has heard the community’s
concerns, which culminated
in his public removal from
elected office, he doesn't
seem to have listened to
them. His candidacy brings
back divisiveness when the
public was expecting now
to be free of it and able to
move on from the chaos
that his prior tenure brought
to Sunol, its school and its
school board.”

Jergensen added that he
believes there is still room
for him to make an impact
in the school community,
despite his past differences

with the board.

“I think proper civil
discourse is always diffi-
cult,” he said. “Difficulty
is not a reason to shy away
from the good work of
trying to help everyone to
be heard and welcome in
our community. Diversity
of opinion and views is
important to bring to the
table, and it is important
not to tell those who have
opposing views to either
be quiet, go away, nor ex-
clude them from a seat at
the table. I would not have
any problem serving on a
board with those of differ-
ing views. I never tried to
recall Mr. Romo, nor did 1
attack him or his views, as
was the tactic unfortunate-
ly used toward me.”

Cook-Kallio will serve
until the Nov. 5 general
election, when Hurley’s
term would have expired.

The winner of the No-
vember race will be sworn
in on Dec. 10.

Kaplanis Announces Bid for Livermore School Board

Deena Kaplanis, a chi-
ropractor and owner of
Kaplanis Chiropractic in
Livermore, has entered the
race for a seat on the Liv-
ermore Valley Joint United
School District (LVIJUSD)
Board of Education.

Two seats on the board are
up for election in November.

In addition to being a
business owner and doctor

of chiropractic, Kaplanis’s
campaign said she is the
parent of school-age chil-
dren and an active PTA
board member.

She has also participat-
ed in the school district’s
Parent Club Information
Council meetings.

Kaplanis’ priorities as
a school board member,
according to her campaign,

would include ensuring
school safety by allocating
the funds necessary for
measures like power locks
and cameras at all school
campuses.

She is also concerned
about low reading and
math test scores and ways
to improve academic suc-
cess to match neighboring
school districts and iden-

tifying and implementing
ways to improve student
mental health, including
the introduction of medita-
tion and wellness courses.

Finally, according to
the campaign, Kaplanis
would like to see the school
district bring back more
courses and pathways for
students who have the ap-
titude to be successful in

Sandia Physicist Gampaigns for Livermore Council

David Farley, a physicist
with Sandia National Labo-
ratories, has entered the race
for the District 3 seat on the
Livermore City Council.

District 3 represents the
southeastern area of Liver-
more. The seat is currently
held by Brittni Kiick, whose
term expires this year.

Farley, who has lived
in Livermore since 2010,
worked at Lawrence Liv-
ermore National Labora-
tory for three years, before
joining Sandia in 2014. He
is also a former Navy pilot.

He has a bachelor’s de-
gree in aeronautical engi-

neering from California
Polytechnic State University

David Farley Announces
Campaign for District 3
Seat. (Photo courtesy of
David Farley)

and a doctorate in engi-
neering physics from the
University of California,
San Diego. His work has
included research in clean
energy, artificial intelligence
and machine learning, and
quantum technologies.

Farley is also managing
partner of Quantal Technol-
ogies, a Livermore-based
company that identifies mar-
ket opportunities for emerg-
ing technologies, according
to his LinkedIn profile.

He is on the Airport
Commission for the Liver-
more Municipal Airport.

In his campaign an-

Haubert-Supported Promo Waves
Corkage Fee for Livermore Restaurants

Several Livermore restau-
rants will waive the usual
“corkage fee” during Sep-
tember for diners who bring
their own bottles of wine,
part of a Celebrate Califor-
nia Wine Month promotion
sponsored by Livermore
Downtown and the Liver-
more Valley Winegrowers
Association.

Restaurants typically
charge customers a “cork-
age fee” for bringing their
own bottles of wine. During
the promotion, participating
restaurants will waive their
fees for the first bottle of
wine from a Livermore Val-
ley winery.

Ruby Lopez-Villarreal,
executive director of Liver-

N Heart of ’rhe” -
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a gala fundraiser benefitting

Friday, September 6th, at 6PM
Palm Event Center, Pleasanton
$150 per ticket

more Downtown, called the
“Sip with Us Livermore”
promotion a “great oppor-
tunity to cross market and
promote our downtown busi-
nesses and our Livermore
wine partners.”

“By collaborating our
marketing efforts, we can
encourage and incentivize
Bay Area residents to shop
Livermore local wines and
dine with Livermore local
restaurants to a much larger
audience, making a bigger
positive economic impact,”
Lopez-Villarreal added.

The promotion is also
being supported by Ala-
meda County Supervisor
David Haubert, whose dis-
trict encompasses down-
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town Livermore and the
Livermore Valley Wine
Region.

“I am pleased to connect
these two economic drivers
of our region and elevate
collaboration between them
through a partnership with
Livermore Downtown Inc.
and the Livermore Valley
Wine Community and their
leaders and boards of direc-
tors,” Haubert said.

For a list of the partic-
ipating restaurants, go to
livermoredowntown.com.

During September, win-
eries around the state will be
offering various tours, tast-
ings, festivals, and farm-to-
harvest dinners in celebration
of California Wine Month.

. 4
<

nouncement, Farley said
his priorities on the council
would be to promote clean
energy projects throughout
the city, help grow small
businesses, promote smart
housing development within
the Urban Growth Bound-
ary, maintain public safety,
and ensure fiscal prudence.

For more information, go to
DavidFarley4Livermore.com.

the trades.

Kaplanis, who received
her Doctor of Chiropractic
degree from the Southern
California University of
Health Sciences, was also a
candidate for the LVJUSD
board in 2022, finishing
fourth in a nine-person race
for three open seats.

Reed
Plumbing
Company

Livermore, CA
(925) 371-5671

davidreed@dareedplumbing.com
LIC #601931

| —
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*? Estate Wines
NOW OPEN FOR WINE TASTING AND
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS.

FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND
MONDAYS 12-4:30 SUMMER HOURS.

WINE DOWN FRIDAYS 5-8
FOOD TRUCKS & MUSIC

LIVE MUSIC MOST WEEKENDS.
CATERER ON SITE MOST WEEKENDS.
Make your online reservation at

Retzlaff Vineyards.com

EXPERIENCE AN EVENING OF
UNPARALLELED BRILLIANCE AT THE BANKHEAD STARRING

Fetboorine PN Plce

with the Livermore-Amador Symphony

Saturday, September 7

sillnce

BANKHEAD
A Gala Fundraiser for Livermore Valley Arts

Join us for our most spectacular
fundraiser of the year, featuring the
incomparable Katharine McPhee
live on stage! Star of Broadway's
Waitress, TV's Smash, and runner-
up on the fifth season of American
Idol, Katharine McPhee is a singer,
actress, and songwriter who will
delight the Tri-Valley with her

enchanting

and soulful vocal

talents, alongside the Livermore-
Amador Symphony.

ecure your tickets now and be part
of this extraordinary celebration.
Let's make a difference together,
one sensational performance at a

time!

ON SALE NOW!
LivermoreArts.org |
925.373.6800

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Jean King, Denise Watkins, Joan & Lynn Seppala, Jean Shuler,
David Haubert, Alameda County Supervisor, First District, and

Phillip & Muriel Dean

VISIT
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