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Aubrey may have been born into the wrong 
species; her gregarious and affectionate 
personality mimics that of a golden retriever. Like 
man's best friend, she wants to be by your side, 
on your lap and have all your attention. She even 
drools like your favorite mutt would do! Aubrey is 
a two-year-old shorthair tabby looking for a new 
bosom buddy. At this time, Valley Humane Society 
is coordinating adoptions by appointment only. If 
you are interested adopting Aubrey, send an email 
to info@valleyhumane.org for more information.  
(Photo - Valley Humane Society /E. Scholz)

AUBREY VISIT WWW.INDEPENDENTNEWS.COM FOR DAILY ONLINE NEWS

From left, Rep. Eric Swalwell and Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center Executive 
Director Chris Carter stand beside the theater’s ghostlight while discussing 
how the American Rescue Plan will help live venues throughout the nation.  
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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Bankhead Set to 
Reopen for Live 
Shows in July 

Investigation Ongoing in 
Second Suicide at the Jail

Experts Say

PET OF THE WEEK

By Larry Altman 

PLEASANTON — Two 
young men and a teenager 
have been arrested on sus-
picion of robbing a Pleasan-
ton couple at gunpoint when 
the residents pulled into 
their driveway following a 
weekend grocery shopping 
trip, police said. 

According to the couple, 
the robbers escaped with 
a bag of bananas, $200, a 
Fitbit bracelet and the hus-
band’s wallet. The suspects 
charged $800 on the stolen 
card at a San Ramon Target 
store, an act that resulted in 

their arrests. 
 The husband and wife, 

both in their 50s, suffered 
bruises during the Saturday 
afternoon crime but did not 
require medical treatment. 
They asked that their names 
not be published. 

“We feel so lucky,” the 
husband said. 

The cr ime occurred 
about 1 p.m. when the vic-
tims returned to their home 
in the area of Las Positas 
Drive and Hopyard Road 
from a run to a nearby 
Walmart to buy bread and 

By Larry Altman 

REGIONAL — Ongoing 
negotiations to improve 
conditions at the Santa Rita 
Jail in Dublin have revealed 
that another inmate took her 
own life earlier this month. 

The unidentified woman 
died April 2, a day after she 
was treated by a clinician 
and a doctor, reported an 
affidavit filed at U.S. Dis-
trict Court in San Jose. The 
woman, who was held in 
the facility since July, was 
the second inmate to die by 
suicide this year. 

No other information 
about the death was avail-
able from the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. The Coroner’s Office 
said the Sheriff’s Office had 
placed a security hold on the 
case; no information could 
be released, including the 
inmate’s name. 

The revelation of her 
death came as attorneys who 
filed a lawsuit against the 
county in 2018 on behalf 
of inmates presented an 
update on the case for Judge 
Nathanael Cousins, who is 
presiding over the matter. 
The lawsuit alleged that the 
Santa Rita Jail — where 
many inmates serve sen-
tences or are housed while 
awaiting court proceedings 
— had a high suicide rate 
and required increased staff 
and mental health programs 
to address the problem. 

No suicides occurred in 
2020. However, the wom-
an’s death follows the Feb. 
9 death of Jonas Park, a 
33-year-old inmate who 
hanged himself with a bed 
sheet in his cell in the jail’s 
14-day COVID-19 quaran-
tine area. Park had been in 
custody for six days follow-
ing an arrest in Emeryville. 

“I don’t think we should 
have any suicides in our jails 
and prisons,” said Kara Jans-
sen, whose firm Rosen Bien 
Galvan & Grunfeld filed 
the federal lawsuit in U.S. 
District Court in San Jose. “I 
understand they do happen.” 

Janssen said she did not 
know details about the latest 
suicide but hoped the inmate 
had received help while 
behind bars. 

“This speaks to the issue 
of the need for mental health 
at the jail,” Janssen said. 

Sheriff’s Office spokes-
man Sgt. Ray Kelly said 
the department has invested 
time and energy into suicide 
prevention, noting that it 
was difficult to have two 
occur so close together fol-
lowing a year without a 
self-inflicted death. 

“What’s unfortunate is 
it doesn't take very long 
for someone to asphyxiate 
themselves,” Kelly said. “In 
a matter of minutes, some-
one can commit suicide.” 

Last year, in an attempt 

LIVERMORE — Since 
a Dec. 7 Livermore City 
Council workshop, Save 
Livermore  Downtown 
(SLD) has been develop-
ing an alternative to the 
Eden Housing development 
plan for the community to 
consider. 

The group is now issuing 
a press release to publicize 
its findings for a Downtown 
Alternative. 

During the workshop, 
representatives of SLD 
noted that Eden Housing 
presented a development 
plan that was “dramatically 
different from the one that 
had been publicized ever 
since March 23, 2018.” 

“The new 130-unit resi-
dential development would 
harm the city center in ways 

that were never imagined,” 
said Ruth Gasten, SLD 
spokesperson. 

In its press release, SLD 
outlines the major problems 
Eden’s plan would bring to 
the downtown: 
•	 Residential  housing, 

4-stories high, and up to 
a block long, would be 
moved closer to L Street, 
matching the massive 
development across the 
street. 

•	 The narrowed park be-
tween the high apartment 
buildings appears to be 
private space, not a draw 
for the public.  

•	 Parking would be in-
adequate, at least 43% 
less than City residential 
standards.  

•	 Traffic congestion would 

increase, as those circling 
the downtown look for 
empty stalls.  

•	 The promised workforce 
housing for teachers, po-
lice and firefighters has 
been eliminated. 
A look at the Down-

town Alternative shows that 
ways can be found to avoid 
the damaging elements in 
the Eden plan by moving its 
housing units across Rail-
road Avenue to the north.  

“Then, an exceptional 
park – a community gath-
ering space – could be cre-
ated on the old Lucky site,” 
Gasten continued.  

The Lucky site refers to 
the center of the downtown 
between Railroad Avenue 
and Veterans Way, and L 
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A cyclist enjoys a weekend ride amid beautiful warm weather and brilliant yellow 
wild mustard found along Carneal Road in North Livermore. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Three Suspects Arrested  
Following Gunpoint Robbery

City Reviews 
Historic Sites, 
Designations

Specialist 
Covers ALS, 
Alzheimer's 

By Ron McNicoll     

PLEASANTON — The 
Pleasanton Unified School 
District (PUSD) will cel-
ebrate Earth Day April 22 
with an online version of 1 
Small Act. 

The campaign is designed 
to encourage the community 
to think of the small actions 
they can do in their everyday 
lives that will help the earth. 
Kelsey Perusse, who is in 
charge of nutrition for all 
district students, brought the 
observance to PUSD.  

Perusse said that when 
she was in the Santa Clara 
School District, she shared 
with others her feelings about 

climate change. The issue 
had seemed overwhelming 
to her, but she decided to go 
to the store and came home 
with some garden tools. 
Perusse was rewarded with 
blooming plants and swarms 

of bees, which are important 
for honey reproduction, as 
well as the pollination of 
disappearing plant species. 
Perusse’s one small act of-
fered a haven for bees that 
are often killed by farming 
pesticides. 

PUSD students and their 
families are able to par-
ticipate by submitting their 
small act virtually at http://
bit.ly/Indy_Form. The goal 

is to have the list of small 
acts add up to 10,000 or 
more, continuing beyond 
Earth Day. 

Also backing the chal-
lenge is Jill Buck, who origi-
nally started the Go Green 

Initiative at a Pleasanton 
school, before it grew into 
a worldwide organization. 
Go Green stemmed from 
Buck’s desire to find a way 
to recycle office paper when 
she was in the military. 

Perusse said the staff has 
shown excellent support, 
with PUSD Assistant Su-
perintendent Ahmad Sheik-
holeslami bringing high 
enthusiasm for the project. 

By Larry Altman 

LIVERMORE — About 
1% of Livermore’s build-
ings have been identified 
as historical or potentially 
historical, including sites 
like Hagemann Ranch, the 
Carnegie Library, Robertson 
Park’s rodeo grounds and the 
original Concannon winery 
building. 

The properties were iden-
tified during Monday night’s 
council meeting, where coun-
cilmembers passed a resolu-
tion to update the city’s earlier 
resolutions and documents 
for what might be considered 
historical sites in the city. 
The updates included adding 
history related to indigenous 
peoples and other cultures 
that lived in the Livermore 
Valley before the city incor-
porated. 

The unanimous vote to es-
sentially modernize previous 
preservation rules followed 
an extensive study of prop-

By Dawnmarie Fehr  

L I V E R M O R E  —  T h e 
Bankhead Theater hosted 
neurologist Dr. Richard 
Reimer last week in a vir-
tual presentation to discuss 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, 
amyotrophic lateral sclero-
sis (ALS) and the develop-
ment of new therapies to 
combat these devastating 
diseases.  

Presented as part of the 
Rae Dorough Speaker Se-
ries (RDSS) in partner-
ship with the Livermore 
Lab Foundation (LLF), the 
well-attended “ALS, Al-
zheimer’s and Parkinson’s: 

School District Calls for Environmental Help

Advocacy Group Presents Findings for 
An Eden Housing Downtown Alternative

By Aly Brown 

LIVERMORE — After 
more than a year of re-
maining closed due to the 
pandemic, the Bankhead 
Theater is gearing up to 
reopen for in-person per-
formances as early as July; 
a financial boost from the 
American Rescue Plan 
might help.  

The Bankhead The -
ater has applied for about 
$750,000 of grant fund-
ing through the Shuttered 
Venue Operators Grants 
(SVOG) program. The 
American Rescue Plan, 
which passed in the Senate 
March 6, in part amended 
SVOG, thus creating over 
$16 billion in grants for 
venues that had to close 
during the pandemic. 

During a press confer-
ence staged in front of 
the Bankhead Theater last 
week, Rep. Eric Swalwell 
(CA-15) and Chris Cart-
er — executive director 
for the Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center 
(LVPAC), which operates 
the Bankhead — explained 

how the American Rescue 
Plan will aid in the survival 
of live venues as they ramp 
back up. 

“With the American 
Rescue Plan, the idea is 
you put shots in arms, 
money in pockets — espe-
cially employees who have 
been laid off — and then 
help small businesses so 
that, come this summer, we 
are essentially reopened,” 
said Swalwell, who repre-
sents Livermore, Dublin, 
Pleasanton, Sunol and 11 
Contra Costa County com-
munities. 

He explained that be-
cause the Bankhead has 
been in operation since 
2007, the venue is eligible 
for grants equal to 45% 
of its 2019 gross earned 
revenue — or $10 million, 
whichever is less. 

Carter reported that the 
theater will open for films 
beginning next month; 
they’re working now to 
set the stage for live per-
formances in July. 

 “We were really debat-

Dr. Richard Reimer

The campaign is designed to encourage the community  
to think of the small actions they can do in their everyday lives 

that will help the earth.

By Dawnmarie Fehr  

REGIONAL—Despite con-
cerns over a weak economy 
as the Tri-Valley emerges 
from the pandemic with 
some popular local haunts 
shut down, some local ex-
perts are saying it wasn’t all 
that bad.  

A few flagship stores – 
Nordstrom's in Pleasanton, 
and Dom’s Outdoor Out-
fitters and Van’s Health 
Foods of Livermore – have 
shut down, victims of the 
shelter-in-place orders is-
sued across the country last 
March. But many others 
have moved in to take their 
places.  

“I’d say we haven’t been 
victimless, just like our sur-
rounding communities, but 
really, in this COVID-era, 
I’ve been seeing a lot of 
new businesses opening and 
taking over from businesses 
that have closed,” said Ha-
zel Wetherford, Dublin’s 

COVID Also 
Helped Start 
Businesses   
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NEW ON THE MARKET!

Linda Diaz Futral
Broker/Realtor
925.980.3561

linda@lindafutral.com
www.lindafutral.com

License #01257605
11535 Mines Rd., $1,789,000

3 Bed w/o�ce, 3 Bath ~2943 Sq. Ft.
Highly anticipated custom!

Just over 7 acres of tranquil living
and space to enjoy it all!

Pool, barn, arena, and more!

NEW ON THE MARKET!
NEAR DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON!

5579 San Antonio St. 
4 Bed 2 Bath ~1889 Sq. Ft. 
Close to parks, shopping, 

and restaurants! $1,548,000

REALTORS® Seniors Real Estate Specialists
Debbie Byrnes

925-525-1584 510-703-8080
homes@debbiebyrnes.com
www. debbiebyrnes.com

 

homes@madelinewalker.com
www.madelinewalker.com

LIC #02077395 LIC # 00979099

SELL YOUR HOME NOW WITH 
LOCAL EXPERTS IN YOUR AREA!

/

       N       E       W               L       I        S       T       I        N       G     !     

1453 Calle De Las Granvas,
LIVERMORE

       

•                T       w       o               H       o       m       e       s                o       n               O       n       e               L       o      t     
•                F       u       l        l        y                R       e       m       o       d       e       l        e       d       
•                D       e       t        a       c       h       e       d               2       -        C       a       r                G       a       r        a       g      e    
•                S       e       p       a       r        a       t        e               Y       a       r        d       s        

                                        A       l        l                f        o       r                $       1        ,        0       2       5       ,        0       0       0     

       

NEW LISTING!       
311 Fontonett Ave       

Livermore, CA       
4 Bed | 3 Bath       
12,478 sqft Lot       

Entertainers Paradise!        
Listed for $1,595,000     

       

NEW LISTING!       
1460 Jayhawk Ln       

Livermore, CA       
4 Bed | 2 1/2 Bath       

2,654 sqft Living Space       
Close to Croce School       
Listed for $1,000,000     

       

PENDING!        
2001 Goldenrod Ln

       

San Ramon, CA

       

Listed for $1,298,000

       

70+ Showings

       

Multiple Offers

     

       
Debbie Byrnes       

DRE #02077395       
925-525-1584     

       
Madeline Walker       
DRE #00979099       

510-703-8080     

       

Wondering what        

your home is        
worth? SCAN to        

see the value of        

your home!      

NEW LISITNG!
453 Calle De Las Granvas, 

LIVERMORE

• 3 bed 2.5 bath
•  Upstairs bonus room/office
• Open floor plan
• 1964 Sq ft

All for $815,000
We need your help today to stop the

destruction of North Livermore Valley. Visit
www.SaveNorthLivermoreValley.com

S I N C E  1 9 6 8

Prepackaged groceries are stacked and ready for pickup in the Las Positas College 
parking lot. Each month, community members experiencing food insecurity receive 
free groceries at The Market, a food drive led by students.  (Photo - Alan Lewis)

Go Green Seeks Interns for Summer 
The nonprofit Go Green Initiative will offer 38 high school and 
college-level students a seven-week, paid internship this summer 
to study the waste management infrastructure in Pleasanton. 

Operating virtually, the students will research the city’s past, 
present, and future waste management infrastructure, analyze 
waste management issues facing the region, and explore 
potential careers in the waste management industry. 

For more information, contact Casi Herrera at casiherrera@
gogreeninitiative.org.

By Jesse Watson 

Once a month at Las 
Positas College, student 
government officers and 
community volunteers 
come together to distribute 
free groceries as a part of 
the college’s program, The 
Market. 

The program takes place 
in front of the 1600 build-
ing at Las Positas College 
(LPC) every third Tuesday 
of the month, from noon to 
3 p.m. Volunteers distrib-
ute pre-packaged bags of 
groceries to patrons on a 
first-come, first-served ba-
sis. Attendees don’t have to 
fill out any forms or provide 
any proof of need; they just 
have to show up to receive 
food. 

“Anyone is eligible to get 
food regardless of if they're 
an LPC student or not,” said 
Saba Salehifar, LPC’s stu-
dent government president. 
“We want to provide food 
assistance to anyone who 
may be in need.” 

Salehifar and her fellow 
student government officers 
are responsible for organiz-
ing the event each month. 
They order the food, recruit 
volunteers and are present 
during the events to ensure 
everything runs smoothly. 

Over the past year, the 
student government orga-
nizers adapted in response 
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic by offering contactless 
pick-up in which volunteers 
pre-bag items and load them 
directly into patrons’ trunks. 
According to the LPC web-
site, all patrons must wear a 
mask when picking up their 
food as well. 

The Market’s funding 
comes from Assembly Bill 
453, better known as the 
Hunger Free Campus Bill. 
One of the key components 

of this bill requires commu-
nity colleges to host regular 
food distributions or to es-
tablish an on-campus food 
pantry. Although the state 
funds the program, organiz-
ers of the monthly distri-
bution rely on community 
support to keep the program 
running. 

“We are always looking 
for volunteers, since there is 
a lot of work bagging all the 
produce and canned items,” 
said Salehifar. “It really is a 
team effort, and I am thank-
ful for the students, LPC 
faculty, and community 
members who take the time 
to help.” 

One such volunteer is 
Rifka Several who works 
for the Las Positas Col-
lege Foundation and has a 
grandson who attends LPC. 
Several volunteers at The 
Market each month bagging 
items and organizing the 
packing stations. 

“Between 120 and 170 
people drive to Las Positas 
College or arrive by public 
transportation every month 
to get food,” she said. “This 
is a great example of Las 
Positas College students or-
ganizing and volunteering 
to make a difference in our 

community.” 
According to Several, al-

though there is a collection 
of food distribution services 
in the Tri-Valley, no single 
program can provide those 
with food scarcity with 
enough food for a month. 
That’s why it’s important, 
she said, for The Market 
to continue in conjunction 
with other programs and 
for community members to 
get the word out about The 
Market. This forum con-
nects those experiencing 
food scarcity with students 
and community members 
ready and willing to serve 
their community. 

“We are all here to help 
others, and if The Market 
has helped one family not 
have to worry about what 
food to put on the table or 
avoid a trip to the grocery 
store, we have provided a 
service to the community,” 
said Salehifar. 

For more information 
about The Market and other 
resources for food distribu-
tion, visit http://bit.ly/Indy_
LPCTheMarket. Those in-
terested in volunteering at 
The Market can sign up at 
www.bit.ly/Indy_Market-
SignUp.

Las Positas Students Combat Food Scarcity 

Joint Council, Planning Commission Meeting Set for Monday 
On Monday, April 19, beginning at 5 p.m., the Livermore City Council will hold a joint council and 
planning commission meeting to review local land use authority and council goals.  

Officials will further discuss the respective roles and responsibilities of the city council and 
planning commission. Adjournment will be to a planning commission meeting on April 20, at 7 
p.m.; and a city council meeting on April 26, at 7 p.m. 

To watch the meeting via YouTube, visit www.youtube.com/c/CityofLivermoreCalifornia.  
To participate via Zoom, visit us02web.zoom.us/j/89755082915.  
To dial by phone, call 699-900-6833 (ID: 897 5508 2915). 

Businessman Charged for Tax Evasion   
By Larry Altman 

A Bay Area recycling 
business president who pur-
chased a $1.6 million home 
in Pleasanton in 2014 has 
been charged in an alleged 
conspiracy to hide more 
than $18 million in income 
from the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS), court docu-
ments showed. 

Joseph Nubla, 69, of the 
Brisbane Recycling Co. 
in Brisbane, was indicted 
by a federal grand jury on 
April 6 of single counts of 
conspiracy to defraud the 
United States and tax eva-
sion. His corporate counsel, 
Henry Ku of Foster City 
also faces a conspiracy 
charge. 

According to the indict-
ment filed in U.S. District 
Court in San Francisco, 
Nubla allegedly wrote 
checks totaling about $18.4 
million to Ku’s companies 
— Pegasus Aggregate Inc. 
in South San Francisco and 
Jupiter Prime Monarch in 
Fremont — but retained 
control of the funds even 
after they were transferred 
to Ku’s bank accounts. 

 “Upon Nubla’s request, 
Ku returned the funds back 
to Nubla in various forms,” 
the indictment  s tated. 
“Nubla placed the funds 
into Ku’s entities to con-
ceal his income from the 
Internal Revenue Service, 
creditors and other parties.” 

The indictment further 
alleges that Ku returned 
about $11.9 million of the 
Brisbane monies to Nubla 
with transfers to Nubla’s 
personal bank account, ca-
shier’s checks to purchase 
real estate for Nubla, and a 
fake loan. 

In addition, from 2009 
to 2014, Nubla falsely in-
formed his tax preparer 
that the money he paid to 
Pegasus and Jupiter Prime 
Market were for legitimate 
business expenses, “caus-
ing inflated cost of goods 
sold and other false busi-
ness deductions to be re-
ported on Brisbane’s fed-
eral corporate income tax 
returns filed with the IRS.” 

Prosecutors allege that 
Nubla directed Ku to spend 
nearly $2 million of Bris-
bane’s money to buy him 
a home in Foster City in 

2009 and 2010, and another 
$1.6 million for a nearly 
4,000-square-foot house 
in the 7200 block of Rose-
cliff Court in Pleasanton. 
Records show that home 
is worth nearly $2 million. 

 In 2014, Ku drafted a 
fake loan agreement to re-
turn $7 million in Brisbane 
money to Nubla. Nubla 
then deposited cashier’s 
checks worth $4 million 
and $3 million into his 
Bank of America account, 
the indictment alleges. 

Nubla allegedly filed a 
false tax return for 2014 
that didn’t report $5.8 mil-
lion. His 2015 return, pros-
ecutors allege, failed to 
report more than $3 million 
in income. 

The men, who were not 
arrested, are scheduled to 
appear before Judge Jac-
queline Scott Corley on 
April 19.  

The conspiracy convic-
tion could result in a sen-
tence of five years in fed-
eral prison. The tax evasion 
charge carries a three-year 
term. Each charge could 
include a $250,000 fine. 

Dublin will celebrate 
its annual “Dublin Pride 
Week” from April 24-May 1 
with a series of events pro-
moting volunteerism and 
environmental awareness. 

Dublin Pride Week activ-
ities will include a volunteer 
day to clean up and beautify 
creeks, schools, and parks 
in the city; a virtual food 
drive; drug take-back day 
for residents to drop off un-
wanted or expired prescrip-
tions; free compost pickup; 
hazardous waste drop-off; 
virtual bicycle workshops; a 
cooking workshop webinar 
to reduce food waste; and 
the third-annual “Nature in 
Our Backyards” photogra-
phy contest. 

Volunteers are needed 
from 8-11 a.m., on Satur-
day, April 24, for Volun-
teer Day. Volunteers will 
meet at Emerald Glen Park 
for a light breakfast and to 
receive their assignments. 
They will also receive lunch 
back at the park at noon. To 

register, go to Dublin Pride 
Volunteer Day 2021 Tick-
ets, Sat, Apr 24, 2021 at 
8:00 AM | Eventbrite. 

Unwanted or expired 
prescription drugs will be 
accepted from 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m., on April 24, at the 
Dublin Civic Center, 100 
Civic Plaza. Liquids and sy-
ringes will not be accepted.  

Residents can pick up 
free compost, or drop off 
household hazardous waste, 
including motor oil, paint, 
cleaners, batteries, light 
bulbs, herbicides, and pesti-
cides, at 5601 Arnold Road 
from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
on Saturday, May 1.  

Registration is required 
for picking up compost or 
dropping off hazardous 
waste by calling 925-557-
1091 or emailing psc-ap-
pointments@answerquick.
com. Appointments must be 
made by April 23, and there 
is a two-bag limit on com-
post.

More information on the 

virtual bike workshops is 
available at https://bikeeast-
bay.org/education, while 
the “Make Soup Not Waste” 
webinar with Anne-Marie 
Bonneau, also known as the 
Zero-Waste Chef, is avail-
able at www.dublinpride-
week.com. 

Lastly, photographers can 
enter the city’s “Nature in 
Our Backyard” photogra-
phy contest by submitting 
photos of Dublin creeks, 
wildlife, and natural park 
settings by Monday, April 
26.  

Photographers do not 
need to be Dublin residents, 
but photos must have been 
taken within the last year 
and be of natural settings 
without showing any peo-
ple. For more about sub-
mitting photos, go to www.
dublin.ca.gov/niob. 

For more information 
on any of the events, go 
to www.dublinprideweek.
com, or contact Lauren 
Marriott at 925-556-4500. 

Dublin Pride Week to Be Held Apr. 24–May 1 
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About your current home value or a home value 
you are interested in?

Scan here

Or visit
MyTodaysHomeValue.com

I am always happy to help with any questions you
may have. No obligation and confidential.

Curious?Curious?

REALTOR® , CRS, SRES®

925.784.7979
LeslieFaught.com

SellingEastBayHomes.com
DRE01027778

“I’ll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy”

Las Positas’ champion swim teams are seen here at the 
2019 Coast Conference. (Photo - Loren Pearson)

EarthWeek Tri-Valley 2021
April 15-25

Joining together for a resilient 
and sustainable future

Choose from an exciting menu of events 
to learn and get inspired:

Stream amazing films on
your own and discuss
them in a virtual cafe:

Two programs of short
films: “Resist and Restore”

“Wildlife on the Edge,”
“The Human Element,”

“The Story of Plastic”

Restore Wildlife Habitat:
Native Garden Tours, outdoors 
and/or virtual

Green Gardening: Grow Food, Save Water
Quiet & Clean Electric Tools

Visit our EarthWeek
Table at the Livermore Farmers’ Market, 

April 22. Enter a free drawing to win a Market bag
with vendor goodies, or a bottle of local wine!

Family Cycling Workshop - Safety and skills 
for youth and their parents

Webinars on Communication Techniques, 
Simulating Climate Solutions, Tri-Valley Air Quality,
Home Energy Use

For more information and to register for events:
https://trivalleycce.org

https://trivalleycce.org TriValleyCCE CCLtrivalley

 
 

 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

LIVERMORE RESIDENTS: Share your talents with the 
community by volunteering on one of the City of 
Livermore’s advisory bodies. We are accepting 
applications now through Friday, May 7, 2021 at 5:00 
PM. 
 
Beautification Committee (1 Vacancy)  
Join us in working to preserve the natural beauty and 
habitat of Livermore. 
Next Meeting: May 5th - Virtual 
 
Historic Preservation Commission (2 Vacancies) 
Join us in identifying, protecting, and preserving 
Livermore’s historic resources.  The Commission’s 
successes are visible in the beauty of Livermore’s 
historic structures and landmarks. 
Next Meeting: May 6th - Virtual 
 
Housing Authority (1 Tenant Vacancy) 
Join us in administering and overseeing low-income 
housing units and the Section Eight Voucher Program for 
subsidized housing.  
 
Human Services Commission (1 Vacancy) 
Join us in discussing community social needs, assisting 
local agencies in procuring grant funds, and more. 
 
Library Board of Trustees (2 Vacancies) 
Join us in helping to set goals and objectives for the 
broad variety of services and programs the Library 
provides and recommend policy modifications to City 
Council. 
Next meeting:  April 22nd - Virtual 
 
Youth Advisory Commission 
(Youth & Adult Vacancies Available) 
Join the commission in bringing together young people 
and adults, and private and public sectors of the 
community, to address responsibility for the care, health, 
safety, welfare, and education of Livermore’s young 
people. 
Next meeting:  May 1st - Virtual 
 
SAVE THE DATE!  Interviews will be tentatively held the 
evening of May 13, 2021.For more information or to 
apply, please visit www.cityoflivermore.net/AB, call the 
City Clerk’s office at (925) 960-4200, or email: 
cityclerk@cityoflivermore.net. Must attend at least one 
meeting of the advisory body applying before submission 
of an application. 

 

 
 

By Mike Wood 

Swimming and diving 
once again are making a 
splash at Las Positas Col-
lege, which is welcome 
news for a program that's 
marking a storied first de-
cade of success. 

Practice is underway in 
preparation for a dual meet 
opener set for April 16 
against Chabot. The Hawks 
aim to add to their consid-
erable success story, which 
reached a peak in 2019 
when they captured men's 
and women's conference 
championships for a fifth 
straight season. That sea-
son was capped by Esteban 
Perez Del Rio becoming 
the first Las Positas men's 
swimmer to win a state title. 
With a shortened season and 
a smaller-than-usual team 
for 2021, there's more op-
portunity for extensive in-
struction and for swimmers 
to stand out. 

Drake Southern and Ken-
dalyn Cox, both of Pleasan-
ton, are making strides and 
have genuine next-level po-
tential. 

Southern, a Foothill 
graduate, is a backstroke 
and freestyle ace. Growth in 
both the physical and aca-
demic sense and a keen eye 
on goals have him on the 
upward trajectory. 

"He's really learned how 
to grow and learned how 
to train," Las Positas head 
coach Jason Craighead said. 
"He's looking at possibly 
breaking some of our team 
records. We have some very 
respectable team records, so 
if someone has the potential 
to break one, that's some-
thing." 

Southern is looking to 
vault to the four-year level 
much like Perez Del Rio, 
who won the men's 100 
freestyle race in the Cali-
fornia Community College 
Athletic Association State 
Championships with a 
school-record time of 45.01 
seconds. Perez Del Rio is 
now at University of Ne-
vada, Las Vegas (UNLV), 
while Southern has his 
sights set on UC Santa Bar-
bara, or possibly UNLV or 
UC Santa Cruz, his coach 
said. 

Cox, a freestyler from 
Amador Valley, has flour-
ished thanks to a more con-
sistent training background. 

"Now, she has been able 
to figure it out in terms of 
training, gaining more ex-
perience, and what her goals 
are for swimming," Craig-
head said. 

Cox plans to pursue a ki-
nesiology major at Cal State 
East Bay, while continuing 
to ply her swimming skills. 

"She has a really great 

attitude and is a good hard 
worker," Craighead said. 
"She is now doing every-
thing she can to excel, and 
Drake is doing the kinds of 
same things. If there's an 
extra workout, they will be 
there." 

The Hawks are striving to 
make the best of their par-
tial season, which will be 
without any invitationals or 
conference or state champi-
onships. Several programs 
throughout the state have 
opted out for the shortened 
season. This year, instead 
of a typical sizable Hawks 
dual squad of 40 or more, 
it's in the 20-range com-
bined for men and women. 
There's the chance for more 
in-depth coaching. 

"It's a reminder to our-
selves as coaches what 
opportunity we do have," 
Craighead said. "We're real-
ly fortunate to be able to do 
what we're doing. It's nice 
to have a different focus and 
purpose." 

The Hawks showed po-
tential for more greatness in 
their brief spring 2020 cam-
paign, which lasted about a 
quarter of a season before 
sports were shut down state-
wide due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, crushing the 
hopes of adding to their col-
lection of Coast Conference 
championships. 

Craighead arrived at Las 
Positas in 2009 and founded 
the program, which he has 
led since its inception. He's 
thrilled to have the same 
coaching staff since Las 
Positas began full compe-
tition in 2011. It's a large 
reason why the Hawks have 
collected 11 conference 
championships in its nine 
full seasons. 

Additionally, two alums 
achieved the ultimate in 
community college swim-

ming, with Perez Del Rio's 
state title in 2019 and McK-
enna Stevulak winning a 
women's title in 2013. Oth-
ers have a long lineage in 
the sport, extending beyond 
their years of dedication to 
Las Positas. Diving coach 
Monte Young has been in-
volved in area diving since 
the 1980s, and assistant 
coach Loren Pearson has 
been dedicated to mas-
ters and youth programs in 
Pleasanton for many years. 

"It's nothing short of ex-
cellence and commitment," 
Craighead said. “We enjoy 
the community connection, 
since that is what commu-
nity college is all about." 

With the status of sports 
mired in uncertainty for 
over a year, Craighead 
points to a moment in July 
when enough restrictions 
were lifted to engage in ac-
tivity. 

Craighead is also head 
coach for men's water polo, 
which faces more strin-
gent restrictions since it’s a 
contact sport. Even fewer 
community colleges have 
opted to compete, leaving 
Las Positas with a trio of 
matches with West Valley. 

The first of those is set for 
Friday. It gives players a 
good chance at develop-
ment, with those returning 
next school year eyeing a 
full slate of competition in 
the sport's normal fall sea-
son. 

If all systems are a go, 
that season will start in Au-
gust, not too far off on the 
horizon.  

"West Valley is a power-
house in the state, among 
the top three or four teams," 
Craighead said. "They get 
some good international 
players. Our guys have the 
right attitude and want the 
experience against a strong 
opponent."

Swimmers Head Back to the Water at Las Positas

Dublin Social Distance Fiesta 
Dublin High junior Daniel Trampe placed sixth in the boys’ 3,200 
meters in the Dublin Social Distance Fiesta on April 10. His time 
was 9 minutes, 43.49 seconds. 

Gaels’ juniors Sharvin Manjrekar (eighth, 9:49.22) and Grayson 
Young (10th, 9:55.48) also made the top 10. 

In the 800 meters, Dublin’s Manogya Yara was second in a time 
of 2:01.91. 

In the girls’ 1600, Livermore’s Viviana Valenton was third in 5:19.97. 
She was also seventh in the 800 in 2:28.58. Livermore’s Emily 
Gnecco was 10th in the 1600 in 5:57.34. 

In the 3200, Dublin showed off its depth with five in the top 
13. Sophomore Elissa Delgado (12:55.37) and junior Katie Lai 
(13:00.47) led the Gaels in seventh and eighth. 

Dublin Sprint and Field Meet 
Dublin’s Anish Kasam finished first in the boys’ 110-meter hurdles 
in a time of 15.35 seconds on April 10 in a Dublin Sprint and Field 
Events 5-Way Meet.  

Kasam also helped the Gaels’ A team win the 400-meter relay in 
44.17. 

Dublin’s Manyu Yara was first in the 400 in 52.59. The Gaels’ 
Manogya Yara was first in the 100 in 11.44.  

Amador Valley sophomore Jason Baudin was first in the 300 hurdles 
in 48.48. Dublin’s Takehiro Masubuchi was first in the 200 in 23.55. 

Amador Valley’s Jad Khansa was first in both the shot put in 52-3 
and the discus in 135-2. 

In the girls’ meet, Dublin won a tight battle with Monte Vista in the 
4x100 relay, with a time of 51.30 to the Mustangs’ 51.31. 

In the 100 hurdles, Dublin’s Emilia Liao cruised to victory in 15.57. 

Dublin’s Morgan Lee triumphed in the pole vault in 10-1, and Amador 
Valley’s Kiana Lum sailed to victory in both the long jump in 15-11.50 
and the triple jump in 33-5. 

In the 100, Dublin’s Alely Chavarria was first in 14.47.

TRACK NEWS:
The varsity Granada High 

School Matadors took on the 
Dougherty Valley Wildcats 
for their first home game 

of the season Saturday, and 
they were ready.  

The running game was fir-
ing on all cylinders, as Leif 
Jensen scored two running 
TDs in the first quarter with 
help from Eric Hall, Antho-
ny Pedretti, Kaleo Gomes, 
Nathan Lloyd, Hayden Wil-
liams, Logan Tucker, and 
Marc Fontanilla. 

Jensen got his third TD on 
a 2-yard scamper to pay dirt. 
Cooper Meyer made good 
on the extra point, as he was 
five of six on the night. 

The game settled down 
heading towards the end 
of the second quarter un-
til the Wildcats connected 
on a couple of passes, and 
capped off the drive with a 
touchdown pass to #9. 

However, Granada im-

mediately responded with 
an 80-yard touchdown pass 
from Zak Gooby to Mal-
akai Mlay. Mlay also had 
an interception return for 30 
yards. 

Dougherty Valley tried 
to get its offense going 
but the Matadors’ defense, 
supported by Brian Perez, 
Dylan McDonald, Jensen, 
Gomes, Lloyd, Yanik An-
derson, Tucker, Ian Richard-
son, Josh Henninger, Miles 
Kluball, Anthony Molleson, 
Tanner Parker, and Colin 
Pearce stifled the Wildcats 
all night long. 

In the end, the Matadors 
had the Wildcats number 
and capped off the victory 
with a TD pass from Gooby 
to MacDonald for a final 
score of 41-7.  

GIRLS’ 
LACROSSE 

Alena Gurule had four 
goals as Foothill opened the 
season with a 19-2 win over 
Livermore on April 9 in East 
Bay Athletic League action. 

The Falcons dominated 
the draw control with Sadie 
Brown winning the majority 
of the draws. Goalie Kailey 
Kwok had several outstand-
ing saves that resulted in 
successful clears. 

Katie Guerra led the Fal-
cons by forcing turnovers 
and was able to find open 
players on the attack side. 
Four Foothill players had 
the most shots — two fresh-
men, Olivia Walinski and 
Gurule; junior Sadie Brown; 
and senior Anaya Kuttikkad. 
Sadie Brown led the team 
with most ground balls. 

Granada High Crushes Dougherty Valley 41-7 

The Matadors stifled the Wildcats' offense throughout the 
night during Ganada's recent win. (Photo - Sebastian Krinard)



When the ball dropped in the final moments of 2019 and brought us into 

the 2020s, many of us lightheartedly welcomed another “roaring ’20s.”  

The year 2020 certainly roared, just not in the way we had expected.  

While health mandates prompted some to sneak a haircut behind 

paper-covered windows — a move reminiscent of the Prohibition-era 

speakeasies from 100 years prior — the performing arts did not see the 

same boost a century later. The pandemic darkened stages across the 

nation, leaving only traditional ghostlights to burn for hours on end in 

empty theater houses.  

But now with funding from the Shuttered Venue Operators Grants 

(SVOG) program through the American Rescue Plan, $16 billion in 

grants is available for venues that had to close during the pandemic. 

This, in combination with early relief packages for business, such as 

the Paycheck Protection Plan, helped keep many beloved theaters from 

going dark permanently.  

This support has been critical, not just for artists whose livelihoods 

depended upon performing. The arts found at the Bankhead Theater have 

brought profound culture to the City of Livermore and the entire eastern 

Alameda County region. When the show goes on again this summer, in 

turn, we hope to see the community offer its support by getting vaccinated 

and getting a ticket.  

We have been through a tumultuous, traumatic year, and performing 

arts can offer some of the medicine we need to start healing. After all, 

“Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.” 

Support for Local Theaters Goes a Long Way 

Mailbox Guidelines: Opin-
ions voiced in letters pub-
lished in Mailbox are those of 
the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of 
The Independent. Anonymous 
letters will not be published. 
All letters are required to have 
the name(s) of the person(s) 
submitting them, city of resi-
dence and phone number, for 
verification purposes. Abusive 
letters may be rejected or 
edited. Letters are subject to 
verification and may be edited 
for clarity at the discretion 
of the editor. We reserve the 
right to decide whether or not 
the letter will be published. 
Headings for all letters may 
be edited at the discretion of 
the editor to properly reflect 
their content. A headline will 
be added to letters received 
without one. Frequent letter 
writers may have publica-
tion of their letters delayed. 
Letters must be submitted by 
someone living in or from the 
Tri-Valley; they must not offer 
medical advice from uncon-
firmed professional sources or 
contain libelous or inappro-
priate content. Letters should 
be limited to 400 words or less 
and should be sent by email 
to letters@independentnews.
com or submitted using the 
form below. To be considered, 
letters must be received by 10 
a.m. on the Tuesday before 
publication.

   
We Are Headed for Trouble 
Richard Gonzalez, Livermore 

For the moment, we are 
breathing easier. 

The coronavirus lockdown 
has been relaxed. What if it 
comes back? 

It probably will. The at-
titude of President Biden 
is not much different from 
Dr. Fauci’s, whose public 
comments indicate that he 
believes the lockdown or 
some variation on it should 
go on forever. Both of them 
discourage Americans from 
wanting a return to normalcy. 

If one looks for supporters 
of the lockdown, they seem to 
be very rare. They do, how-
ever, exist. Invariably, they are 
either government bureaucrats 
or elderly people. The latter 
group, those over the age 
of 65, are supposed to be at 
greater risk from dying if the 
virus infects them. They can 
be seen wearing their masks 
wherever they go. Many will 
wear a mask while driving. 

The people in this group 
may want to think again about 
what really matters to them. 

A few of us know a few 
who have contracted the coro-
navirus. Almost invariably, 
they are back on their feet 
after a week of laying in bed. 
A little rest is the cure for 
almost all. The number of 
coronavirus victims pales in 
comparison to the number of 
people who will be affected 
adversely if the lockdown 
comes back. 

I would venture to say 
that far more of us know a 
recipient of Social Security 
than someone who died from 
the pandemic. 

How do retirees imagine 
that the Social Security sys-
tem will continue, if workers 
have to stay home? 

The system is a pay as 
you go one. The money that 
retirees spend comes from 
today’s workers. The gov-
ernment funded retirement 
system will already be under 
strain as the decade wears on. 
There have occasionally been 

whispers about the possibility 
of a reduction in benefits be-
cause the next generation, far 
less numerous than the Baby 
Boomers who are going into 
retirement, will not pay into it 
to the same extent. 

What if unemployment 
rates remain at current levels 
or go back to where they were 
a year ago? How can federal 
and state governments keep 
writing checks for retirees and 
today’s unemployed workers 
also? 

We are headed for trouble. 
But there is a solution. It is the 
one that the current President 
and his allies at CNN have 
relied on until now. It has 
worked. Blame Trump and 
the people who voted for him. 
Everything is their fault, after 
all. Right? 

 
Instead of What You  
Voted For 
Jeff Kaskey, Livermore 

Thanks to the letter last 
week from Mr. Hutchins 
which helped to clarify the 
extent to which we all were 
misled during the Measure P 
campaign. We knew that the 
downtown plan described by 
the City as the Approved Plan 
was in fact just a drawing that 
would be modified. What we 
now learn is that with City 
help, at the very same time, 
Eden Housing was taking 
a very different plan to the 
county to apply for a grant. 
Still, they kept telling you 
that their pretty picture was 
the Approved Plan. 

The question is how you 
would have voted if you had 
the truth instead. The David 
Binder Research survey re-
ported last week gives a good 
indication that you would 
have been pretty unhappy 
with the City's (real) plan. 
Since the Measure P folks 
chose not to tell you about 
the real plan, they certainly 
guessed you would not like it. 
Make sure you let them know. 

 
Citizens Take No Notice 
Owen Brovont, Livermore 

America is being decon-
structed by the government 
with the easy acquiescence of 
the most benighted of genera-
tions, the members of which 
are identifiable as American 
citizens only by virtue of 
geography. 

Supreme Court Justice 
Louis Brandeis said, “Expe-
rience should teach us to be 
most on our guard to protect 
liberty when the government's 
purposes are beneficent. Men 
born to freedom are naturally 
alert to repel invasion of their 
liberty by evil-minded rul-
ers. The greatest dangers to 
liberty lurk in insidious en-
croachment by men of zeal, 
well-meaning but without 
understanding.”  Was he an-
ticipating Joe Biden? 

There is something fun-
damentally wrong with the 
contemporary version of the 
government of the United 
States.  Initially created by a 
revolutionary act of the inhab-
itants of the thirteen colonies, 
the country and government 
of the United States was cre-
ated by the people for several 
purposes, among which was 
self-determination, securi-
ty from external invasion, 
protection of the God-given 
right of the people to be free, 
and to manage its affairs as 
a sovereign nation.  These 
rights were to be secured to 
its citizens by a governmental 
structure of unique design.  

To formulate and administer 
its laws, it created a Constitu-
tion, which is a structure of 
distributed responsibilities 
assigning specific powers and 
authorities to three distinct 
branches: the executive, legis-
lative, and judicial; we know 
these bodies as the office of 
the President, the Congress, 
and the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

The function of the demo-
cratic republican government 
of the United States is to de-
vise solutions and to resolve 
issues and problems that oc-
cur in managing of the needs 
and desires of the citizens the 
country – not to create them!  
The current regime operates 
by tyrannical fiat flowing from 
the office of the President – 
the government of the United 
States of America was never 
intended to devolve into a 
pseudo-oligarchy, the face 
that it presently presents to 
the world. The individual free-
dom and self-determination of 
American citizens is on the 
verge of extinction – too many 
citizens have apparently taken 
no notice, have you? 

 
There’s Still Time to Move 
Eden Housing 
Mony Nop, Livermore 

I have spent a tremen-
dous amount of time thinking 
about the proposed Eden 
Housing development. As the 
city council approaches its 
final decision regarding the 
downtown development, I am 
asking that our leaders recon-
sider moving Eden Housing 
to the north side of Railroad 
Avenue or to another location 
in Livermore. I understand 
that the task will not be easy, 
but we should explore every 
possible alternative, if the pos-
sibility of a location change 
does exist. This is a once in a 
lifetime project and whatever 
we finalize and build, it will be 
permanent, forever changing 
the landscape of our beautiful 
downtown.  

Being that downtown is 
one of the few pieces of prime 
real estate left in Livermore, I 
truly believe that our Mayor 
and city council should recon-
sider their decision and dedi-
cate this land to the people of 
Livermore. They should move 
Eden Housing to allow for 
more open space in the form 
of a larger park. Without a 
doubt, a larger park in down-
town Livermore would not 
only allow all of us to enjoy it 
now, but many future genera-
tions as well. We have waited 
long enough, so why not work 
together and do it right now?  
City Council, please move 
Eden Housing! 

Save Livermore from Whom? 
Meredith Hendrix, Livermore 

I’m tired of seeing all 
these letters about “saving 
downtown Livermore” from 
the evil doings of the Eden 
Housing project, amongst 
other things. 

What are you trying to 
save Livermore from? Whom 
are you trying to save Liver-
more from, exactly? 

While it’s easy for well-
off residents to sit in their 
$800,000 homes and furiously 
write about how terrible the 
downtown plan is, others in 
our community are in des-
perate need of affordable 
housing. 

I’m 29 years old, work 
full-time as a manager at a 
local non-profit, have a bache-
lor’s degree from a prestigious 
university, and I struggle to 
live in Livermore. The only 
way I have been able to afford 
to live here on my $45,000-a-
year salary is by living with 
three other roommates in the 
cheapest apartment we could 
find. Every year the rent in-
creases, further pushing us out 
of the Tri-Valley. 

I love this town. I don’t 
want to move, but I have to 
move. I want to have a family 
one day, I would love to own 
a house one day, I want to 
be able to “settle down” and 
move forward in my life with-

out continuing to go into debt. 
But I can’t do that here. 

And I’m lucky compared to 
many other upstanding Tri-
Valley residents that I know 
who are struggling, stuck in 
a perpetual cycle of increas-
ing rent, those who are try-
ing to navigate this housing 
crisis, while also supporting 
a spouse and multiple chil-
dren. Let alone those like my 
30-year-old roommates, who 
are saddled with six-figure 
debt from grad school. 

For me and other members 
of our community, the nega-
tive rhetoric about “afford-
able housing being a bane 
on downtown Livermore” is 
alienating and petty. You’re 
complaining about a build-
ing when so many of us are 
struggling to make rent, an 
already-present crisis made 
even worse by this pandemic. 

I need to have a stable, af-
fordable housing option, and 
there are many others who 
need it even more than I do. 
Please try to have empathy 
for those of us who are try-
ing to remain, belong, and 
do good in the Tri-Valley, but 
are being forced out because 
a moderately tall apartment 
building is too unsightly for 
you to occasionally walk past. 

 
Residents to be Forced to 
Use Only Electrical Heaters 
And Appliances 
John Collins, Livermore 

The city is working on a 
plan to demand that all build-
ing owners replace gas fired 
heaters and appliances with 
only electric ones. 

This would cause owners 
to have to pay tens of thou-
sands to electricians to install 
electric circuits to all of their 
heaters and appliances and 
to rewire a new, 200-ampere 
circuit breaker box to provide 
all of the current required by 
all of these electric items. 
Many older homes may also 
be required to replace their 
old, outdated wiring. Also, 
their PG&E bills will increase 
when they use only electricity 
instead of gas. 

The current Climate Ac-
tion Plan (CAP) uses volun-
tary programs to allow own-
ers to retrofit their powered 
systems. In fact, it suggests 
that they replace their elec-
tric clothes dryers with those 
that use gas to decrease their 
PG&E costs. The new CAP 
instead calls for replacing that 
gas dryer with an electric one. 

Access the new draft 
CAP online at https://bit.
ly/328uNkH. Find Attach-
ment 1 CAP Update, page 
5 and 6, Energy. Read both 
pages. 

 
Downtown Flipped 
Jean King, Livermore 

The City owns the down-
town block known as the for-
mer Lucky site.  As the owner, 
it has a great deal of say as to 
what it wants on that site.   

During the 2017 Outreach 
on the downtown, the citizens 
said their first three priorities 
were Parking, Community 
Character, and Open Space.  
The lowest priority was Hous-
ing.  The citizens did not say 
that they didn’t want housing 
any place in the city, but they 
did not want it in this down-
town location. 

The latest Eden plan has 
completely flipped the priori-
ties and put housing (massive 
4-story) as the center of the 
block.  Parking is less than 
required; community charac-
ter has been ignored and open 
space has been reduced to a 
narrow area between massive 
residential units. 

Have the citizens changed 
their minds about what they 
want?  NO!  A recent poll 
conducted by an independent 
polling firm of 300 city vot-
ers shows that the Eden Plan 
is opposed 4 - 1.  The poll 
was conducted using a bal-
anced sample by age, ethnic-
ity, political views, length of 
residency, home ownership, 
and gender. 

Why is this important 

area of our downtown not 
being developed as the citi-
zens want?  As owners of the 
property, shouldn’t the City 
Council follow the citizens' 
directions? 

 
Reject the SunWalker Project 
Merlin Newton, Sr., Livermore 

Last month, Supervisor 
David Haubert voted to ap-
prove the Aramis solar power 
and battery storage complex 
along North Livermore Av-
enue from May School Road 
to and past Manning Road. 

The Aramis industrial so-
lar plant would be six times 
the size of the San Francisco 
Premium Outlets center in 
Livermore, constituting the 
largest solar facility ever con-
structed in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Hundreds of acres 
in one of the last remaining 
agricultural districts in Alam-
eda County will be cleared 
of vegetation and wildlife, 
graded, excavated, and cov-
ered with 300,000 eight-foot-
tall solar panels. 

Will Supervisor Haubert 
continue his support for bring-
ing industrial development 
to rural Livermore in East 
Alameda County by approv-
ing a second utility scale solar 
facility later this month? 

On April 22, 2021, at 9 
a.m., the board of supervisors 
will review the SunWalker 
solar power plant. Although 
much smaller than the Aramis 
facility, it will be immediately 
adjacent to the Aramis plant 
on North Livermore Avenue. 
The SunWalker project will 
add to the environmental dam-
age that the Aramis plant will 
inflict. The protected scenic 
corridor of North Livermore 
Avenue will exist only in our 
photos and memories. 

The assertion by some 
with a financial interest in the 
construction or solar power 
industries that we must de-
stroy open space, productive 
agricultural land, and wildlife 
habitat in order to expand 
renewable energy to fight 
climate change is flat wrong. 

California is rapidly in-
creasing its solar power pro-
duction. In fact, the state 
produces so much solar power 
today that even during the 
hottest months of the year, 
state regulators must curtail 
the amount of solar energy 
fed into the power grid or sell 
the electricity to other states 
at a loss because the supply of 
solar power exceeds demand. 

If the SunWalker project 
is approved, the floodgates 
to industrial development in 
North Livermore Valley and 
the East County will be fully 
opened. Nothing will con-
strain the eventual conversion 
of the rural areas and open 
space surrounding the City 
of Livermore into industrial 
solar plants. 

Please call Supervisor Da-
vid Haubert’s office at 925-
551-6996. Tell him to reject 
the SunWalker project. 

 
Rework Eden Housing Plan 
Carol Garberson, Livermore 

We urge people to attend 
the Livermore Planning Com-
mission virtual meeting on 
Tues. April 20th at 7 pm to 
voice your concerns about 
the changes to the downtown 
Eden Housing plan. It was 
changed without any public 
input. The new plan cuts down 
the number of parking spaces 
to a number below the city’s 
own policy and decreases 
the amount of open green 
space that was supposed to 
be included between buildings 
for public use. It also greatly 
increases the footprint and 
height of the housing units 
and changes the income level 
for future residents in a way 
that will make them unavail-
able to teachers, firefighters 
and police. 

The result of these changes 
means much less parking 
available in the public areas, 
since there won’t be sufficient 
parking in the housing units, 
more traffic on L St. and 
Railroad Ave. due to residents 

and their guests looking for 
parking, as well as the public 
trying to frequent businesses 
downtown. The open green 
space for public use, as well 
as for the apartment residents, 
will basically be limited to the 
small lawn area that you see 
there now, which is not much 
for a city park. 

During the early planning 
stages, we were assured by 
both Bob Carling and Gina 
Bonanno that there would 
be a lot of open green space 
between buildings, which 
would be available for public 
use, similar to housing units 
in Menlo Park. That is not the 
case in this revised plan. 

The tall buildings, limited 
parking, greater amount of 
paving and less open space 
make for an unattractive, 
crowded and inappropriate 
plan for the center of our 
downtown. Please urge the 
city council to work with Eden 
Housing to revise the plan for 
something that makes a more 
open, attractive and functional 
area, possibly moving at least 
some of the housing to another 
site and providing more park-
ing and open green space on 
the current location. 

 
Yes, you! 
Maryann Brent, Livermore 

In a recent East Bay Times 
letter to the editor (March 30), 
Veronica Stewart appealed 
to Livermore residents to 
save our city center from the 
Eden housing project, whose 
design is certainly incompat-
ible with Livermore tradi-
tions. I agree with her. In my 
opinion, there's nothing about 
the current housing plan that 
looks like Livermore, that is 
inviting, or that draws people 
to downtown. However, the 
Livermore City Council will 
assume the community agrees 
with the current plan unless 
residents speak up. Livermore 
residents, please speak up! 

 
Our Fuelish Fantasies, 
Hypocrisies and Dogmas 
Greg Scott, Livermore 

"Shall I not have intelli-
gence with the earth?" (Henry 
David Thoreau). 

Thinking that we may 
survive without fossil fuels 
soon is delusional. Our culture 
is based on fossil fuels for a 
number of reasons, mainly 
relative abundance, energy 
density, convenience, ease 
of transport and storage, and 
politics. 

"Windmills and solar pan-
els are proliferating fast, but 
not fast enough to stave off 
the worst of climate change." 
("New generation of carbon 
dioxide traps could make 
carbon capture practical", Sci-
ence, March 2021). We will 
have to turn to new technolo-
gies in carbon dioxide seques-
tration to solve our carbon 
dioxide emissions problem. 

Considering fanatical and 
money-centric implementa-
tions of solar and wind renew-
able energy let's pose a ques-
tion: How much destruction of 
biodiversity and ecosystems 
are we going to acquiesce 
beyond giving us sufficient 
ecosystem services knowing 
these technologies will not 
solve the major causality of 
human-induced climate dis-
ruption? 

In the last 10 years solar-
electric has doubled in supply-
ing electricity in the United 
States - from 1% to 2% - while 
human-generated carbon di-
oxide emissions have stayed 
roughly the same at 5 million 
metric tons. We have greatly 
reduced our use of coal and 
we are ever more dependent 
on natural gas, as the Texas 
power outage imbroglio dem-
onstrated. Globally we have 
met one-tenth of the emissions 
goal of Paris COP21. 

Solar-electric avid Cali-
fornia is an exception by 
reducing its emissions sig-
nificantly. If solar-electric is 
such a great idea, then why 
should California lessen the 
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Why is the city tying its own 
hands on Eden Housing?

Livermore residents oppose the Eden Housing plan by a 4 to 1 majority.  Yet the  
City Council and Eden say their hands are tied and they can’t make any changes.  

Here’s why you shouldn’t believe it. :

1 :   A new agreement is legally possible.  The city council approved a Disposition, Development 
and Loan Agreement with Eden Housing on November 26, 2018. However, the agreement does not 
prohibit the parties from amending it and/or entering into a new agreement, if both agree. 

2 :  Eden Housing could propose any changes it wants.  No law prevents Eden Housing from 
proposing major changes in its plan, including moving housing north of Railroad Avenue. Instead, 
what an Eden Housing officer stated in a virtual meeting on January 4th  was that they had been guid-
ed by the city to continue with their project without any changes. 

3 :  The City is tying its own hands.  During a March 1, 2021 Council meeting, Mayor Bob Woerner 
stated, “We don’t really have a lot of discretion with respect to (Eden Housing).” However, it was the 
council’s decision not to change Eden’s current plan, not the other way around! In other words, a 
council member directed Eden to stay the course, and now the council is saying that the law requires 
the council to approve what Eden wants.

COMMENT AT THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING APRIL 20TH AT 7PM!S IGN  THE PET IT ION  AT SAVEL IVERMOREDOWNTOWN.COM

SPEAK UP TO SAVE LIVERMORE’S DOWNTOWN! 
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incentive for solar-electric on 
residential, commercial, and 
public spaces through initiat-
ing fees via the Net Energy 
Metering policy? 

The Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity in 2010 
drafted the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets. The world has met 
none of them. The Aramis 
Solar Project and/or the Sun-
Walker Solar Project in the 
North Livermore Valley will 
do what in this regard? 

Once ecosystems are frag-
mented, as will be the case 
with these aforementioned 
solar developments, the broad 
ecosystem degrades. To para-
phrase a UC Davis professor's 
comment on the Delta's fate: It 
is not that there will not be a 
remaining ecosystem, it is that 
the resulting ecosystem will 
be one we probably don't like, 
or be conducive to thriving, 
healthy human communities. 

"Solar power and other 
renewables are the most sus-
tainable forms of energy we 
possess. However, they are 
only sustainable if we harness 
them sustainably." ("There are 
grounds for concern about 
solar power", Aljazeera, April 
2021). 

It Will Never Be Reclaimed 
Arlynn Grimm, Livermore 

Yes, in Stan’s tribute, vet-
erans and Cowboys should 
remain a tribute to them.  A 
maximum height of three 
stories of 8-foot ceiling 
apartments would be a great 

compromise, considering the 
people of Livermore, myself 
included, do not want them 
there in the first place.  I feel 
the developers are simply 
pressing the issue for their 
own maximum profit with-
out regard for the future of 
Livermore and generations 
to come.    This is our legacy 
to future generations.    Once 
buildings occupy the space, it 
will never be reclaimed. 

 
No Friends of Mine 
Alan Marling, Livermore 

Alameda County Supervi-
sors unanimously approved 
the Aramis Solar Project last 
month, based on the support 
of local unions, the Sunrise 
Movement, and the Sierra 
Club. 

The solar farm may be 
swamped in courts for years 
due to litigation from Save 
North Livermore Valley, 
backed by Friends of the 
Vineyard and Open Space 
and Friends of Livermore. I 
have some thoughts on these 
obstructionists. 

They say they want clean 
energy from solar but not 
enough to build it in an emp-
ty field. They say they like 
empty fields but don’t seem 
to care if they and the rest of 
California burn in the next 
fire season. 

They say they’re our 
friends, but they’re no friends 
of mine. 

 
 

Housing 
Larry H. Thompson, Livermore 

The recent telephone poll 
showing that about 80% of 
Livermore residents oppose 
the Eden Housing plan vin-
dicates what many of us have 
been saying ever since the 
revised plan was publicly 
presented in January. Resi-
dents are truly appalled at the 
prospect of adjacent 4-story 
apartment blocks on L Street 
right in the center of down-
town. Those who voted in 
favor of Measure P last spring 
have learned that the revised 
Eden Housing plan has much 
larger buildings than the ones 
illustrated in the Yes-on-P 
literature, and the green space 
has all but disappeared. Resi-
dents may rightfully feel be-
trayed. Livermore's elected 
leaders have been dismissing 
those who oppose the Eden 
plan as a "fringe group", but 
they are the majority of the 
city's residents. The question 
now is whether our elected 
representatives will actu-
ally represent the will of the 
people by rejecting the flawed 
revised Eden Housing plan, 
and instead seek an alterna-
tive that enhances Livermore's 
downtown rather than degrad-
ing it. 

 The Livermore Planning 
Commission will be discuss-
ing the Eden Housing plan on 
Tuesday, April 20. Please let 
the Planning Commission and 
the City Council know that 
Livermore deserves a better 

plan for downtown. Tell them 
to reject the unacceptable 
Eden Housing plan. 

 
Misinformation on  
Eden Downtown Hurts 
Public Interest 
Mini Chopra, Livermore 

 This is apropos of your 
article, dated April 8, 2021, 
reporting the key highlights 
of a recent privately spon-
sored public poll on Eden 
Downtown. 

As a public-spirited citizen 
and a staunch advocate for af-
fordable housing, I have some 
serious reservations about the 
veracity and credibility of the 
findings of this (so-called) 
public poll. I have outlined 
my three-pronged concerns 
as follows: 

1. A Paid Propaganda?: 
The hosts and sponsors of 
this poll are none other than 
the Save Livermore Down-
town citizens' group that has 
been tooth-and-nail opposing 
the development of Eden 
Downtown at its present site. 
Being nothing but a paid-for 
gimmick by the adversar-
ies of Eden Downtown, the 
object, methodology, and 
findings, respectively, of this 
poll, therefore, are suspect and 
woefully reek of bias. 

2. Selective and Targeted 
Interviewing: Given the po-
larizing views and disparate 
interests involved here, it is 
not clear if all stakeholders 
were given a fair opportunity 
to participate in this poll. It is 

not clear, and seems unlikely, 
that the intended beneficiaries 
of Eden Downtown (e.g., low-
income Downtown workers, 
teachers, retail employees, 
nurse assistants, et al.), too, 
were interviewed and that 
their perspectives were even 
considered while conducting 
this poll.   

3.  Twisted Facts and 
Skewed Findings: The back-
ground information presented 
to the respondents of this 

poll, while interviewing and 
eliciting their response, was 
clothed with falsehoods that 
are inconsistent with the 
city's public record on Eden 
Downtown. As an example, 
respondents were inaccurately 
informed that the proposed 
design change to Eden Down-
town will reduce the size of 
the Veteran's Park and that 
it will eliminate workforce 
housing for teachers, police, 
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FEASIBILITY ISSUES 

For the following reasons, the relocation of Eden Housing 
units is feasible.

Land Acquisition 

Funding for land acquisition is reasonable.

Locally based Metrocal Appraisal provided preliminary low 
and high estimates of the underlying land values of the four 
parcels in the block bounded by L Street and K Street, and the 
railroad tracks and Railroad Avenue. The parcel at the corner 
of K Street and Oak Street, another at the corner of Oak Street 
and Livermore Avenue, as well as the City owned parcel 
just south of it next to Livermore Avenue, were also given a 
preliminary low and high appraisal range. Parcels fronting 
Railroad Avenue from K Street to Livermore Avenue would 
not be purchased, nor would the buildings next to Livermore 
Avenue located south of the City  
owned property. The high estimate of the seven parcels to be  
purchased totals $9.3M. 

A real estate development and sales consultant has provided rough 
calculations of demolition and business relocation expenses that add 
up to $1.3M, leading to an acquisition expense of $10.6M. However, 
unique circumstances could emerge that would increase the total, 
requiring additional funds.  All but two of the seven parcels that the City 
would acquire are either for sale, have been involved in informal sale 
discussions, have no buildings on them, or are already owned by the City. 

Three sources could fund the land purchase, demolition and business 
relocation expenses. The City’s Low Income Housing Fund could provide 
the first source. If Eden Housing relocated 130 units north of Railroad 
Avenue, and added 55 lower income units to its development as part of a 
230-unit project, it could ask the City to cover 80% of the cost of the land
and related expenses, amounting to $8.5M. In the City’s Fiscal Year 2020-
21 Projected Budget Summary report for the Low Income Housing Fund,
the projected balance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 is $12.8M,
leaving a surplus of $4.3M. Even if the balance ends up at a lower amount
at the end of the City’s fiscal year, the City will continue to receive in lieu
fees on an ongoing basis from market rate developers who prefer to pay
fees, rather than build affordable housing.

As a second source, some of the $3.2M remaining in the Housing 
Successor Fund (formerly known as the Low-Moderate Income Fund) 
would be eligible to purchase the parcels. As a result, the City should 
have sufficient low income housing funds in the near future to acquire the 
parcels for Eden Housing’s share of the cost. 

The third source involves the potential to acquire land for teacher and 
staff housing with funds secured from the sale of LVJUSD property that 
has been identified as surplus. If this option were followed, according to 
Deputy Superintendent Chris Van Schaack, the door would be open to 
participation in the Eden Housing project.  For instance, proceeds from 
the disposal of the surplus land could pay for 20% of the land and related 
costs of the new site, providing space for 45 affordable teacher and staff 
units at a cost of $2.1M.  Van Schaack notes, “The District is still in the 
exploratory stages, though the prospect of workforce housing has been 
met with great excitement.”

Should circumstances arise that add to the expected $10.6M cost, the 
City could provide an additional $4.3M from the surplus in its Low Income 
Housing Fund, and the school district another $1.1M from the sale of 
surplus property, totaling $5.4M. An amount from the $3.2M Housing 
Successor Fund could also be added. Together, they would provide a 
reasonable cushion to cover expenses that cannot be predicted. 

Density and parking standards 

The city’s density and parking requirements can be met.

The Downtown Specific Plan’s density restrictions for residential uses 
would be inapplicable to the Downtown Alternative. If 230 units were built 
on these parcels, with at least 80% available to lower income households 
and 20% to moderate income households, the project could be developed 
without density restrictions, because it is within one-half mile of a major 
transit stop. In addition, standard City parking regulations for residential 
developments would be met, and then some, with the construction of the 
450-stall robotic Oak Street parking garage.

Housing Relocation is Legal

Legal issues limiting the relocation of residential units are 
addressed.

The 130 Eden Housing units can be moved across Railroad Avenue to the 
north and meet applicable laws. The Notice of Affordability Restriction 
recorded January 2009 in connection with the CalHFA RDLP loan enables 
the City to allow a land use change under certain conditions. It states, 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Massive Buildings Relocated

Massive residential buildings 4-stories high and up to a block long 
would be moved off the town center, retaining Livermore’s character. 

Transferring housing to the north would stop the spread of 4-story 
buildings in the heart of the City. It would avoid placing out of proportion 
private buildings on the east side of L Street mirroring those now under 
construction on the west side. It would preserve the comfortable, open 
feeling and historic character of the downtown. Relocation of the block-
long oversized buildings is the single most important community benefit. It 
is critical in itself; in addition, other benefits flow from it. 

Innovative Open Space 

A welcoming park is created in the heart of the community. 

With the relocation of housing to the north, the park will no longer be 
placed between two long buildings, 4-stories high, appearing to serve just 
private residences. Instead, a unique public park could be developed on 
the Lucky site. The park would draw both residents of the Eden project 
and visitors, benefiting the general public, in addition to existing retail and 
restaurants and the City’s general fund.  This destination park would also 
increase business for the proposed upscale wine country hotel, and the 
new retail and cultural uses planned for the area nearby. 

After the City acquires the parcels along the southern boundary of the 
railroad tracks, it will have secured the rights-of-way needed to apply for 
grants that would fund construction of the Iron Horse Trail extension from 
Livermore Avenue to L Street. When completed throughout the Tri-Valley 
and beyond, the Iron Horse Trail running next to Eden Housing would 
provide its residents with bicycle and pedestrian access to recreation, as 
well as a convenient path to jobs and shopping.

Teacher housing 

Workforce housing for teachers would be included.

The added 100 affordable housing units could be allocated as follows. With 
the potential contribution from the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School 
District (LVJUSD), teachers and staff could occupy 45 of the units with 
income levels below 110% Area Median Income (AMI). The income of the 
residents qualifying for the other added 55 units would meet Eden’s current 
standards for low, very low and homeless populations – income levels 
below 60% AMI. The 130 units relocated from the Lucky site combined 
with the new units in this affordable housing category would total 185. 

Sufficient Parking

With appropriate private parking provided, Eden’s tenants and guests 
would not impact public parking. 

The Downtown Alternative includes a private onsite garage near the 
railroad tracks, on Oak Street and next to Livermore Avenue, leaving City-
owned parking for the public. On this site, the normal parking requirements 
for Eden’s 230-unit development could more than be met in an above 
ground 450-stall robotic parking structure. 

Because of the low cost per stall in a robotic garage, the size of the garage 
would be practical for Eden. The expense of a stall in a conventional 
underground structure is estimated to be roughly $54,000 per stall, and 
$41,000 per stall for a conventional above ground garage, according to 
a representative of International Parking Design, Inc.  An above ground 
robotic stall costs only $35,000 per stall, stated an executive with Robotic 
Parking Systems, Inc. Prevailing wage expenses have not been included in 
any of the estimates. Retrieval of a car in a robotic garage would average 3 
minutes, far faster than the experience in a conventional garage – a boon 
for the residents. 

Traffic Jams Avoided

Traffic jams caused by the Eden project on nearby streets would be 
avoided. 

Thirty to fifty percent of traffic congestion in city centers is generated by 
drivers searching for a parking space, according to Robotic Parking 
Systems with information from numerous research studies by MIT, 
Transportation Alternatives and others. Insufficient parking results in drivers 
circling the downtown looking for empty stalls.  

“Owner may propose a change of use only in the event that the Property is 
no longer needed for the purpose specified in this Notice & Declaration and 
the Property will be used to benefit individuals or families whose incomes 
do not exceed 120 percent of median income for the area.” 

If the site north of Railroad Avenue accommodates the relocated 130 
units, plus another 100, then the Lucky site would no longer be needed for 
affordable housing. Instead, the Lucky site could become an inspiring park 
that Eden’s tenants could use for their recreation. The park would benefit 
the community living north of the railroad tracks as well, many of whom 
have incomes below 120% AMI. The City could even convey a portion of 
the Lucky site to Eden Housing for open space and park purposes, so it 
could still be included in Eden’s affordable housing project site. 

We also do not believe an earlier agreement between the City and Eden 
would limit the City’s ability to expand the project site. The City Council 
approved a Disposition, Development and Loan Agreement with Eden 
Housing on November 26, 2018. However, the agreement does not prohibit 
the parties from amending it and/or entering into a new agreement to 
include the seven parcels north of Railroad Avenue (provided those parcels 
are acquired or are now owned by the City), and then to redistribute the 
elements in the changed project site. 

SLD has received advice on these legal issues from the law firm Latham & 
Watkins LLP. 

Loan Retention 

With an increased number of units, Eden’s $14.4M A1 county loan 
is likely to be retained. 

As Eden moves forward with changes to the Eden Housing plan – the 
relocation of 130 units across the street and the addition of 100 units – 
Eden Housing needs to hold on to its $14.4 million A1 Alameda County 
Affordable Housing permanent loan. 

On January 29, 2020, Linda Gardner, the Alameda County Housing Director, 
was asked whether the A1 permanent loan awarded to Eden Housing could 
be retained under a revised plan. In an email, she answered, “If the result 
of changes were higher scores on ranking criteria and a larger number of 
affordable units, it is likely that the funds would remain with the project...” 
This means that if Eden Housing were to provide information that the 
number of its units had been significantly increased, Eden is likely to keep 
its $14.4M loan. 

Linda Gardner retired in March 2020 after a 32-year career at the County’s 
Housing and Community Development department. Michelle Starrett, the 
new Housing Director, issued a letter on January 5, 2021 stating that Eden 
Housing would lose its $14.4M loan if it relocated its project to another site. 
However, Eden and the City Council could decide to work toward a plan 
that relocates units across the street, increases the number of affordable 
units to 230, and perhaps, maintains Eden’s ownership of a portion of the 
acreage on the original site.  Then, with the community behind a new plan 
backed by Eden and the Livermore City Council, it is reasonable that the 
County would agree that facts not previously known to Ms. Starrett do 
support Eden’s retention of the $14.4 M loan. 

Extended Deadline 

New county A1 loan deadline stretches out Eden’s schedule.

Acquisition of funds from the federal Low Income Housing Tax Credit 
program administered by the state is critical. The funds would enable Eden 
Housing to secure sufficient financing to show that its project is viable. 
Eden can apply to the state this July, as well as in 2022, presumably in 
March and July.

According to Eden’s $14.4M A1 County loan agreement, Eden must secure 
commitments for full project funding or provide other assurances of 

adequate project financing within 24 months of the February 4, 2020 date 
of the agreement. However, according to Director Starrett in a January 5, 
2021 letter, the County has now extended Eden’s deadline from February 
2022 to February 2023 “to allow Eden an opportunity to apply for two or 
three competitive low-income housing tax credit rounds”.

Commencement of construction is not required in the original County 
A1 loan agreement, but Eden Housing must have evidence of sufficient 
funding for its project by the deadline. If Eden applied for Low Income 
Housing Tax Credit funds in March and July 2022, it should be able to 
meet the County requirements.  This means that Eden could change 
its current plans, and move its units north of Railroad Avenue, with the 
expectation that the $14.4M would be retained. 

EDEN HOUSING BENEFITS

Eden Housing would reap significant benefits if its units 
were relocated.

Eden More Competitive

Enlarging the number of units increases Eden’s chances of securing 
additional grant funding.  Because the federal Low Income Housing Tax 
Credits funding process conducted by the state is very competitive, 
adding 100 units would improve Eden’s scores. 

Open Space and Parking

As mentioned before, residents would have easy access to a remarkable 
park, and in the future, an extended Iron Horse Trail. In addition, 
appropriate parking for residents at a dramatically reduced cost per stall 
could be achieved. The reduced site area needed for a robotic garage, 
almost half that of a normal garage, also advantages Eden.

Beneficial Location 

Proximity to transit, shopping and schools would remain. The Eden 
Housing units moved north of Railroad Avenue would still be located 
within a half mile of transit, the Livermore Farmers’ Market and Safeway, 
and close to Livermore High School and St. Michael Elementary School, all 
destinations noted in Eden’s County A1 Loan application. 
Some have mentioned that the Tri Valley Haven Thrift Store on the NE 
corner of Railroad Avenue and L Street should be allowed to occupy the 
ground floor of the new Eden residential building planned for the site. 
It would continue to benefit the community at large, as well as Eden 
Housing residents.  

The City-owned historic Housing Services Center building overlooking the 
railroad underpass on Livermore Avenue in the middle of the block should 
not be torn down. It could remain as a space for Eden to use for the 
classes mentioned in Eden’s County A1 application.   

Win for All

Providing a win-win, Eden would secure broad public support. The 
Save Livermore Downtown group and a large number in the community 
strongly support additional housing for those who need assistance. By 
increasing the number of units, with adequate parking and nearby open 
space, transit and other services, citizens would be helping to meet 
Livermore’s low income obligations at a time when the pandemic and 
racial injustice has highlighted the demand.

If Eden and the Council worked 
with the community to meet 
everyone’s goals, Eden would be 
fully supported  
in all its endeavors. 
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ATTEND THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING ON APRIL 20TH!SIGN THE PETITION AT SAVELIVERMOREDOWNTOWN.COM

SPEAK UP TO SAVE LIVERMORE’S DOWNTOWN! 

A Downtown 
Alternative

With a respected survey showing that Livermore residents oppose the 
current Eden Housing plan for downtown by a 4 to 1 majority, we need 
alternatives.  Here is one viable option.  By relocating 130 units off the 
old Lucky site to seven parcels north of Railroad Avenue, we can actually 
add 100 more units, protect our downtown character, create a beautiful 
park, provide housing for teachers, and ensure adequate parking 
without traffic congestion. 

Paid For By Save Livermore Downtown

Street and the extension of 
K Street. 

“The well-researched 
facts in the proposal belie 
dismissive statements that 
nothing can be done, and 
that, anyway, it’s too late,” 
said Gasten, referring to 
statements issued during 
various public meetings. 

“Recently, Mayor Bob 
Woerner has been advanc-
ing the position that he has 
no choice but to approve 
Eden Housing’s current 
project proposal. In fact, he 
does,” Gasten said. “Let’s 
look at his argument, and 
what’s behind it.”  

Gasten pointed to the 
Dec. 7, 2020, workshop 
that Woerner set up to ad-
dress the Eden Housing 
project. At this meeting, he 
said that Eden’s plan was 
consistent with the city’s 
requirements; he urged the 
council to move forward 
with it.  

During a March 1, 2021, 
council meeting, Woerner 
stated that Eden will likely 
“come in with a project that 
meets the requirements, 
and we don’t have a lot of 
discretion there.” 

“In other words, Mayor 
Bob Woerner would have 
us believe that his hands 
are tied,” Gasten said. “The 
council can only make min-
isterial decisions, not leg-
islative actions, such as 
requiring Eden to move its 
housing off the Lucky site.  

“However, it was first 
the council’s decision not to 
change Eden’s current plan; 
then, it was Eden’s decision 
to follow the council." 

Last November, SLD 
members reported they 
learned that Eden was open 
to looking at the advantages 
of relocating its housing 
across Railroad Avenue 
to the north, although the 
move was complicated and 
the schedule tight. As a 
result, SLD stated that it 
promptly requested a meet-
ing. On Jan. 4, an hour-long 
discussion took place with 
top Eden Housing execu-
tives, SLD said.  

“An Eden officer stated 
that the nonprofit was not 
in a position to relocate 
its housing in opposition 
to the council’s wishes,” 
Gasten continued. “Without 
support from the council, 
Eden could not investigate 
moving Eden’s units across 
Railroad Avenue. The ex-
ecutive noted that instead 
of receiving support for a 
change in plans, they had 
been guided to continue 
with their current project on 
the Lucky site.  

“In other words, a city 
representative directed 
Eden to stay the course. 
Now, the city is saying that 
the law requires the coun-
cil to approve what Eden 
wants.  

“In addition, Woerner is 
misquoting the applicable 
law; the council is not pre-
vented from changing the 
Specific Plan so that Eden 
Housing would be required 
to move off the Lucky site.”  

SLD is encouraging 
community members wish-
ing both to preserve Liver-
more’s character, as well 
as create more affordable 
housing, to speak out.  

“The public needs to 
make clear that the council 
and Eden need to work 
together to relocate the 
housing units,” the group 
stated in its release. “The 
Downtown Alternative pre-
sented here is just one vi-
able option. SLD hopes that 
the alternative will begin a 
discussion with Eden Hous-
ing, the council and citizens 
that leads to a consensus, a 
win for both Eden Housing 
and the community.”  

The elements of SLD’s 
Downtown Alternative are 
presented below.  

A Downtown Alternative  
The centerpiece of the 

Downtown Alternative in-
volves the relocation of 130 
units off the old Lucky site 
to seven parcels north of 
Railroad Avenue between 
L Street and Livermore 
Avenue. The buildings 
fronting the north side of 
Railroad Avenue between 
K Street and Livermore 
Avenue would remain as 
they are, as well as several 
next to Livermore Avenue 
on the southern half of the 
block between the railroad 
tracks and Railroad Avenue. 
The number of units on 
the seven parcels could be 

(See ALTERNATIVE, page 7)
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ALTERNATIVE
(Continued from page 6)

increased by an additional 
100 – for a total of 230 
units.  

Community benefits:  
•	 Massive residential build-

ings 4-stories high and up 
to a block long would be 
moved off the town cen-
ter, retaining Livermore’s 
character.  

•	 A welcoming park is cre-
ated in the heart of the 
community. 

•	 Workforce housing for 
teachers would be in-
cluded. 

•	 With appropriate private 
parking provided, Eden’s 
tenants and guests would 
not impact public park-
ing.  

•	 Traffic jams caused by the 
Eden project on nearby 
streets would be avoided. 

Feasibility: 
•	 Funding for land acquisi-

tion is reasonable. 
•	 The City’s density and 

parking requirements can 
be met. 

•	 Legal issues limiting the 
relocation of residential 
units are addressed. 

•	 With an increased number 
of units, Eden’s $14.4M 
A1 County loan is likely 
to be retained.  

•	 New County A1 loan 
deadline stretches out 
Eden’s schedule. 

Eden Housing benefits: 
•	 Enlarging the number of 

units increases Eden’s 
chances of securing ad-
ditional grant funding.   

•	 Residents would have 
easy access to a remark-
able park and an extended 
Iron Horse Trail.  

•	 Appropriate parking for 
residents would be pro-
vided at a dramatically 
reduced cost per stall. 

•	 Proximity to transit , 
shopping and schools 
would remain. 

•	 Providing a win-win, 
Eden would secure broad 
public support. 

To view SLD’s complete 
Downtown Alternative, 
visit www.savelivermore-
downtown.com. 

 
“Although some im-

provements certainly will 
be made to future Eden 
Housing proposals on the 
Lucky site, the overriding 
problem would remain – a 
massive housing develop-
ment on what should be a 
park at the focal point of the 
city. This will not be solved 
until the housing units are 
relocated,” Gasten said. 
“All parties will benefit 
from a plan that brings the 
community together. The 
mayor and councilmembers 
need to make clear to Eden 
that they and the community 
encourage Eden to look at 
the benefits of transferring 
its project to the area north 
of Railroad Avenue, or to 
any other appropriate site, 
and then, move forward 
with it. 

 
“Decades from now, citi-

zens will look back to honor 
those who preserved the 
quality of our downtown, 
and at the same time helped 
the disadvantaged – truly an 
accomplishment for all to 
celebrate.”   

Pleasanton is looking for 
a high school  student 
interested in serving as the 
city’s Teen Poet Laureate 
for the 2021-2022 school 
year. 

The Teen Poet Laureate 
represents Pleasanton at 
various events, providing 
creativity and fostering 
an interest in composing, 
reading,  rec i t ing,  and 
listening to poetry around 
the city. 

E v e n t s  m a y  i n c l u d e 
assisting teachers with 
poetry programs at their 
schools, poetry readings 
at the Pleasanton Public 
Library, promoting open 
mic events, or working with 
the Pleasanton High School 
Music Collaborative. 

Candidates should apply 
online at www.firehousearts.
org/teenpoet/ by Friday, 
April 30. 

For more information, contact 
Katie DeLang at kdelang@
cityofpleasantonca.gov.

Pleasanton 
Seeks Teen Poet 
Laureate for New 

School Year 

FEASIBILITY ISSUES 

For the following reasons, the relocation of Eden Housing 
units is feasible.

Land Acquisition 

Funding for land acquisition is reasonable.

Locally based Metrocal Appraisal provided preliminary low 
and high estimates of the underlying land values of the four 
parcels in the block bounded by L Street and K Street, and the 
railroad tracks and Railroad Avenue. The parcel at the corner 
of K Street and Oak Street, another at the corner of Oak Street 
and Livermore Avenue, as well as the City owned parcel 
just south of it next to Livermore Avenue, were also given a 
preliminary low and high appraisal range. Parcels fronting 
Railroad Avenue from K Street to Livermore Avenue would 
not be purchased, nor would the buildings next to Livermore 
Avenue located south of the City  
owned property. The high estimate of the seven parcels to be  
purchased totals $9.3M. 

A real estate development and sales consultant has provided rough 
calculations of demolition and business relocation expenses that add 
up to $1.3M, leading to an acquisition expense of $10.6M. However, 
unique circumstances could emerge that would increase the total, 
requiring additional funds.  All but two of the seven parcels that the City 
would acquire are either for sale, have been involved in informal sale 
discussions, have no buildings on them, or are already owned by the City. 

Three sources could fund the land purchase, demolition and business 
relocation expenses. The City’s Low Income Housing Fund could provide 
the first source. If Eden Housing relocated 130 units north of Railroad 
Avenue, and added 55 lower income units to its development as part of a 
230-unit project, it could ask the City to cover 80% of the cost of the land
and related expenses, amounting to $8.5M. In the City’s Fiscal Year 2020-
21 Projected Budget Summary report for the Low Income Housing Fund,
the projected balance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 is $12.8M,
leaving a surplus of $4.3M. Even if the balance ends up at a lower amount
at the end of the City’s fiscal year, the City will continue to receive in lieu
fees on an ongoing basis from market rate developers who prefer to pay
fees, rather than build affordable housing.

As a second source, some of the $3.2M remaining in the Housing 
Successor Fund (formerly known as the Low-Moderate Income Fund) 
would be eligible to purchase the parcels. As a result, the City should 
have sufficient low income housing funds in the near future to acquire the 
parcels for Eden Housing’s share of the cost. 

The third source involves the potential to acquire land for teacher and 
staff housing with funds secured from the sale of LVJUSD property that 
has been identified as surplus. If this option were followed, according to 
Deputy Superintendent Chris Van Schaack, the door would be open to 
participation in the Eden Housing project.  For instance, proceeds from 
the disposal of the surplus land could pay for 20% of the land and related 
costs of the new site, providing space for 45 affordable teacher and staff 
units at a cost of $2.1M.  Van Schaack notes, “The District is still in the 
exploratory stages, though the prospect of workforce housing has been 
met with great excitement.”

Should circumstances arise that add to the expected $10.6M cost, the 
City could provide an additional $4.3M from the surplus in its Low Income 
Housing Fund, and the school district another $1.1M from the sale of 
surplus property, totaling $5.4M. An amount from the $3.2M Housing 
Successor Fund could also be added. Together, they would provide a 
reasonable cushion to cover expenses that cannot be predicted. 

Density and parking standards 

The city’s density and parking requirements can be met.

The Downtown Specific Plan’s density restrictions for residential uses 
would be inapplicable to the Downtown Alternative. If 230 units were built 
on these parcels, with at least 80% available to lower income households 
and 20% to moderate income households, the project could be developed 
without density restrictions, because it is within one-half mile of a major 
transit stop. In addition, standard City parking regulations for residential 
developments would be met, and then some, with the construction of the 
450-stall robotic Oak Street parking garage.

Housing Relocation is Legal

Legal issues limiting the relocation of residential units are 
addressed.

The 130 Eden Housing units can be moved across Railroad Avenue to the 
north and meet applicable laws. The Notice of Affordability Restriction 
recorded January 2009 in connection with the CalHFA RDLP loan enables 
the City to allow a land use change under certain conditions. It states, 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Massive Buildings Relocated

Massive residential buildings 4-stories high and up to a block long 
would be moved off the town center, retaining Livermore’s character. 

Transferring housing to the north would stop the spread of 4-story 
buildings in the heart of the City. It would avoid placing out of proportion 
private buildings on the east side of L Street mirroring those now under 
construction on the west side. It would preserve the comfortable, open 
feeling and historic character of the downtown. Relocation of the block-
long oversized buildings is the single most important community benefit. It 
is critical in itself; in addition, other benefits flow from it. 

Innovative Open Space 

A welcoming park is created in the heart of the community. 

With the relocation of housing to the north, the park will no longer be 
placed between two long buildings, 4-stories high, appearing to serve just 
private residences. Instead, a unique public park could be developed on 
the Lucky site. The park would draw both residents of the Eden project 
and visitors, benefiting the general public, in addition to existing retail and 
restaurants and the City’s general fund.  This destination park would also 
increase business for the proposed upscale wine country hotel, and the 
new retail and cultural uses planned for the area nearby. 

After the City acquires the parcels along the southern boundary of the 
railroad tracks, it will have secured the rights-of-way needed to apply for 
grants that would fund construction of the Iron Horse Trail extension from 
Livermore Avenue to L Street. When completed throughout the Tri-Valley 
and beyond, the Iron Horse Trail running next to Eden Housing would 
provide its residents with bicycle and pedestrian access to recreation, as 
well as a convenient path to jobs and shopping.

Teacher housing 

Workforce housing for teachers would be included.

The added 100 affordable housing units could be allocated as follows. With 
the potential contribution from the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School 
District (LVJUSD), teachers and staff could occupy 45 of the units with 
income levels below 110% Area Median Income (AMI). The income of the 
residents qualifying for the other added 55 units would meet Eden’s current 
standards for low, very low and homeless populations – income levels 
below 60% AMI. The 130 units relocated from the Lucky site combined 
with the new units in this affordable housing category would total 185. 

Sufficient Parking

With appropriate private parking provided, Eden’s tenants and guests 
would not impact public parking. 

The Downtown Alternative includes a private onsite garage near the 
railroad tracks, on Oak Street and next to Livermore Avenue, leaving City-
owned parking for the public. On this site, the normal parking requirements 
for Eden’s 230-unit development could more than be met in an above 
ground 450-stall robotic parking structure. 

Because of the low cost per stall in a robotic garage, the size of the garage 
would be practical for Eden. The expense of a stall in a conventional 
underground structure is estimated to be roughly $54,000 per stall, and 
$41,000 per stall for a conventional above ground garage, according to 
a representative of International Parking Design, Inc.  An above ground 
robotic stall costs only $35,000 per stall, stated an executive with Robotic 
Parking Systems, Inc. Prevailing wage expenses have not been included in 
any of the estimates. Retrieval of a car in a robotic garage would average 3 
minutes, far faster than the experience in a conventional garage – a boon 
for the residents. 

Traffic Jams Avoided

Traffic jams caused by the Eden project on nearby streets would be 
avoided. 

Thirty to fifty percent of traffic congestion in city centers is generated by 
drivers searching for a parking space, according to Robotic Parking 
Systems with information from numerous research studies by MIT, 
Transportation Alternatives and others. Insufficient parking results in drivers 
circling the downtown looking for empty stalls.  

“Owner may propose a change of use only in the event that the Property is 
no longer needed for the purpose specified in this Notice & Declaration and 
the Property will be used to benefit individuals or families whose incomes 
do not exceed 120 percent of median income for the area.” 

If the site north of Railroad Avenue accommodates the relocated 130 
units, plus another 100, then the Lucky site would no longer be needed for 
affordable housing. Instead, the Lucky site could become an inspiring park 
that Eden’s tenants could use for their recreation. The park would benefit 
the community living north of the railroad tracks as well, many of whom 
have incomes below 120% AMI. The City could even convey a portion of 
the Lucky site to Eden Housing for open space and park purposes, so it 
could still be included in Eden’s affordable housing project site. 

We also do not believe an earlier agreement between the City and Eden 
would limit the City’s ability to expand the project site. The City Council 
approved a Disposition, Development and Loan Agreement with Eden 
Housing on November 26, 2018. However, the agreement does not prohibit 
the parties from amending it and/or entering into a new agreement to 
include the seven parcels north of Railroad Avenue (provided those parcels 
are acquired or are now owned by the City), and then to redistribute the 
elements in the changed project site. 

SLD has received advice on these legal issues from the law firm Latham & 
Watkins LLP. 

Loan Retention 

With an increased number of units, Eden’s $14.4M A1 county loan 
is likely to be retained. 

As Eden moves forward with changes to the Eden Housing plan – the 
relocation of 130 units across the street and the addition of 100 units – 
Eden Housing needs to hold on to its $14.4 million A1 Alameda County 
Affordable Housing permanent loan. 

On January 29, 2020, Linda Gardner, the Alameda County Housing Director, 
was asked whether the A1 permanent loan awarded to Eden Housing could 
be retained under a revised plan. In an email, she answered, “If the result 
of changes were higher scores on ranking criteria and a larger number of 
affordable units, it is likely that the funds would remain with the project...” 
This means that if Eden Housing were to provide information that the 
number of its units had been significantly increased, Eden is likely to keep 
its $14.4M loan. 

Linda Gardner retired in March 2020 after a 32-year career at the County’s 
Housing and Community Development department. Michelle Starrett, the 
new Housing Director, issued a letter on January 5, 2021 stating that Eden 
Housing would lose its $14.4M loan if it relocated its project to another site. 
However, Eden and the City Council could decide to work toward a plan 
that relocates units across the street, increases the number of affordable 
units to 230, and perhaps, maintains Eden’s ownership of a portion of the 
acreage on the original site.  Then, with the community behind a new plan 
backed by Eden and the Livermore City Council, it is reasonable that the 
County would agree that facts not previously known to Ms. Starrett do 
support Eden’s retention of the $14.4 M loan. 

Extended Deadline 

New county A1 loan deadline stretches out Eden’s schedule.

Acquisition of funds from the federal Low Income Housing Tax Credit 
program administered by the state is critical. The funds would enable Eden 
Housing to secure sufficient financing to show that its project is viable. 
Eden can apply to the state this July, as well as in 2022, presumably in 
March and July.

According to Eden’s $14.4M A1 County loan agreement, Eden must secure 
commitments for full project funding or provide other assurances of 

adequate project financing within 24 months of the February 4, 2020 date 
of the agreement. However, according to Director Starrett in a January 5, 
2021 letter, the County has now extended Eden’s deadline from February 
2022 to February 2023 “to allow Eden an opportunity to apply for two or 
three competitive low-income housing tax credit rounds”.

Commencement of construction is not required in the original County 
A1 loan agreement, but Eden Housing must have evidence of sufficient 
funding for its project by the deadline. If Eden applied for Low Income 
Housing Tax Credit funds in March and July 2022, it should be able to 
meet the County requirements.  This means that Eden could change 
its current plans, and move its units north of Railroad Avenue, with the 
expectation that the $14.4M would be retained. 

EDEN HOUSING BENEFITS

Eden Housing would reap significant benefits if its units 
were relocated.

Eden More Competitive

Enlarging the number of units increases Eden’s chances of securing 
additional grant funding.  Because the federal Low Income Housing Tax 
Credits funding process conducted by the state is very competitive, 
adding 100 units would improve Eden’s scores. 

Open Space and Parking

As mentioned before, residents would have easy access to a remarkable 
park, and in the future, an extended Iron Horse Trail. In addition, 
appropriate parking for residents at a dramatically reduced cost per stall 
could be achieved. The reduced site area needed for a robotic garage, 
almost half that of a normal garage, also advantages Eden.

Beneficial Location 

Proximity to transit, shopping and schools would remain. The Eden 
Housing units moved north of Railroad Avenue would still be located 
within a half mile of transit, the Livermore Farmers’ Market and Safeway, 
and close to Livermore High School and St. Michael Elementary School, all 
destinations noted in Eden’s County A1 Loan application. 
Some have mentioned that the Tri Valley Haven Thrift Store on the NE 
corner of Railroad Avenue and L Street should be allowed to occupy the 
ground floor of the new Eden residential building planned for the site. 
It would continue to benefit the community at large, as well as Eden 
Housing residents.  

The City-owned historic Housing Services Center building overlooking the 
railroad underpass on Livermore Avenue in the middle of the block should 
not be torn down. It could remain as a space for Eden to use for the 
classes mentioned in Eden’s County A1 application.   

Win for All

Providing a win-win, Eden would secure broad public support. The 
Save Livermore Downtown group and a large number in the community 
strongly support additional housing for those who need assistance. By 
increasing the number of units, with adequate parking and nearby open 
space, transit and other services, citizens would be helping to meet 
Livermore’s low income obligations at a time when the pandemic and 
racial injustice has highlighted the demand.

If Eden and the Council worked 
with the community to meet 
everyone’s goals, Eden would be 
fully supported  
in all its endeavors. 
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ATTEND THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING ON APRIL 20TH!SIGN THE PETITION AT SAVELIVERMOREDOWNTOWN.COM

SPEAK UP TO SAVE LIVERMORE’S DOWNTOWN! 

A Downtown 
Alternative

With a respected survey showing that Livermore residents oppose the 
current Eden Housing plan for downtown by a 4 to 1 majority, we need 
alternatives.  Here is one viable option.  By relocating 130 units off the 
old Lucky site to seven parcels north of Railroad Avenue, we can actually 
add 100 more units, protect our downtown character, create a beautiful 
park, provide housing for teachers, and ensure adequate parking 
without traffic congestion. 

Paid For By Save Livermore Downtown
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23585 CONNECTICUT ST # 15, HAYWARD 
510.471.5601  www.jerrysfireplaces.comLocally owned by Livermore resident, 

happily servicing the Tri-Valley since 1982
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Did your insurance premium with California Earthquake 
Authority (CEA) this year?

You DO 
have options!

DOUBLEDOUBLE

Contact us today for a free quote.

(925) 447-2565

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
www.genemorganinsurance.com

save@genemorganinsurance.com
or email us at:

to save over 50% on your premium!

LIC#0M28209

erties built before 1975. The 
study found that 13,700 other 
properties were not consid-
ered to have historic value. 
Buildings younger than 50 
years were not surveyed. 

The council vote revised 
the city’s “Certificate of Ap-
propriateness” standards to 
clarify its historic preserva-
tion procedures — including 
how to apply them when 
reviewing authorizations for 
demolitions, rehabilitation 
and maintenance of historic 
properties. The revisions ap-
ply to about 290 properties in 
Livermore; they would allow 
the city and council to deny 
demolitions of historical sites 
and encourage rehabilitation. 

The Downtown Specific 
Plan, which had its own rules 
to preserve history, also will 
come under the standards to 
create consistency through-
out the city. 

According to city reports, 
Livermore has for years 
worked on standards for 
preserving history, creating 
its first historic site inventory 
in 1988. That list focused 
on First Street and the city’s 
core; it included Ravenswood 
and Hagemann Ranch. 

In 2004, the city and ar-
chitectural historians created 
another list adopted by the 
city council. In 2010, the 
council adopted historic re-
view standards that applied to 
structures more than 50 years 
old. City officials decided 
the time was right to update 
the rules. 

With its action, the council 
updated its “historic context 
statement,” which covers 
the entire city for properties 
dating to 1839 when Robert 
Livermore settled on the Ran-
cho Las Positas. The majority 
of the city’s historical context 
statement covers the entire 

city, putting properties into 
seven contexts: agriculture, 
transportation and infrastruc-
ture, residential, commercial, 
public and private institu-
tions, ethnic-cultural devel-
opment, and architecture and 
engineering. 

The context statement 
also includes a description 
of the city’s early history, its 
early inhabitants, the Ohlone 
tribes, Spanish colonization, 
and Mexican rule, including 
the rancho land grants from 
the Mexican government, 
one of which Livermore 
purchased. 

The inventory identified 
about 70 properties deemed 
historical and 220 others that 
are potentially historical. Key 
properties included Raven-
swood, Hagemann Ranch, 
the Bank of Italy building, the 
old City Hall and jail building 
downtown, Foresters Hall, 
the Schenone Building, the 
Carnegie Library, Duarte 
Garage, the rodeo grounds 
at Robertson Park, and the 
original Concannon winery 
building. The new inventory 
also identified the Trevarno 
Road neighborhood as a his-
torical district and the Al-
mond Circle neighborhood as 
a potential historical district. 

The updated preservation 
standards also would allow 
for the city’s planning com-
mission to deny historical 
structure demolitions. Pre-
viously, only the Historic 
Preservation Commission 
could  delay them. 

The council approved 
the changes with a short 
discussion that primarily 
praised the study, approving 
the thorough examination of 
the city’s buildings. 

Councilmember Trish 
Munro said 50 years did not 
seem long enough to consider 

history. 
“Fifty years to me is 1971. 

That to me doesn’t feel very 
historic, but maybe I’m just 
getting old,” she said. 

In other action, the coun-
cil unanimously adopted a 
resolution denouncing xeno-
phobia and anti-Asian racism 
that arose because of fears of 
the COVID-19 panic. The 
resolution affirmed the “com-
mitment to the wellbeing 
and safety of Asian Pacific 
Islander communities” and 
reaffirmed its support of a 
“culture of welcome, inclu-
sion, and respect.” 

The Alameda County 
Mayor’s Conference ad-
opted a similar resolution in 
March and called upon other 
counties and cities to do the 
same to reaffirm solidarity 
with API communities and 
commit to combating hate 
and improving health equity.  

SITES
(Continued from first page)

Tri-Valley Haven  
Thrift Store Reopens 

The Tri-Valley Haven's thrift store at 116 North L St. in 
Livermore is now open for indoor sales from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Tuesday through Saturday. 

Profits from the thrift store go to support Tri-Valley Haven, 
which provides services for children and adults who have been 
victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, or homelessness. 
Tri-Valley Haven’s clients also shop for free at the store. 

The thrift shop accepts donations from 10 a.m. to noon on 
Tuesday, and from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Thursday. 

By Bay City News 

If you are looking for 
something to read on 
BART, the transit agency 
has installed dispensers at 
the Richmond, Fruitvale 
and Pleasant Hill stations 
that spit out short stories 
for free. 

Part of a partnership 
with Short Edition, the 
company that makes the 

dispensers and puts to-
gether the short stories, 
the kiosks are like vend-
ing machines for creative 
writing, dispensing sto-
ries on eco-friendly recy-
clable, receipt-like paper. 
They're touchless; you just 
hover your finger over the 
button to get your story. 
The stories take less than 
five minutes to read. 

Filmmaker Francis Ford 
Coppola is a fan of the 
dispensers. The first one 
in the U.S. was at his Cafe 
Zoetrope in San Francis-
co's North Beach. 

"I read about it and 
thought it was a wonder-
ful idea," Coppola told 
BART. "Art dispensed by 
machine, and for free." 

Once the pilot program 

is fully up and running, 
BART will create oppor-
tunities for local writers to 
have their work featured 
in the dispensers. Coppola 
said that writers interested 
in submitted stories should 
make them personal. 

"Have a theme or point 
you need to express, and 
enjoy writing it,'' he said.

BART Provides Free Short-Story Dispensers at Three Stations

By Bay City News Service 

The California Highway 
Patrol is investigating a solo-
vehicle crash that happened 
Sunday along eastbound In-
terstate Highway 580 east of 
Dublin that left a man dead. 

The crash was reported 

Sunday around 11:10 a.m. 
on the highway, just east of 
Flynn Road, CHP officials 
said. Witnesses told inves-
tigators a white truck was 
travelling on the highway 
at about 60 mph when the 
truck turned abruptly to the 

right and went some 300 
feet down an embankment, 
rolling several times before 
coming to rest. 

Crews tried to rescue 
the male driver, but he was 
stuck inside. The driver was 
ultimately pronounced dead, 

according to the CHP. The 
driver has yet to be identi-
fied. 

Anyone who may have 
witnessed the collision is 
being asked to contact the 
Dublin CHP Office at 925-
828-0466.

Man Killed in Solo-Vehicle Crash Along Highway I-580 

By Sydney Johnson
California education offi-

cials have been told verbally 
that the state may not need 
to submit a waiver applica-
tion to the U.S. Department 
of Education, thus opening 
the door for more flexibility 
this spring when it comes 
to standardized testing, as 
school districts continue to 
navigate reopening plans 
during the pandemic. 

As vaccinations have 
ramped up and cases of Co-
vid-19 have declined across 
the state, many California 
schools have started bring-
ing back groups of students 
for in-person instruction. 
One part of the reopening 
puzzle recently has been 
how and when to administer 
statewide standardized tests, 
which in February the U.S. 
Department of Education 
said would be required. 

Last spring, federal and 
state education officials re-
moved the requirement that 
states had to test all students 
in their academic standards 
using statewide assessments 
like the Smarter Balanced 
tests in math and English 
language arts. But no such 
waiver was offered in 2021. 

In lieu of a blanket waiv-
er, the U.S. Department of 
Education this year said that 
states could apply for other 
ways to potentially ease the 
burden of testing this school 
year. 

On April 2, State Board 
of Education President 
Linda Darling Hammond 
and State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Tony 
Thurmond sent a letter to 
Ian Rosenblum, the deputy 
assistant secretary handling 
this matter, asking for writ-
ten confirmation of con-

versations that California 
would not need a general 
waiver for it to proceed with 
its academic testing plan. 
Ultimately, U.S. Education 
Secretary Miguel Cardona 
would have to approve the 
decision. 

Also on Friday, State 
Board of Education offi-
cials briefed state legislative 
aides and others in the edu-
cation community about the 
likelihood of districts being 
able to use alternative as-
sessments this year. Califor-
nia's plan would still offer 
the state's Smarter Balanced 
assessments in mathematics 
and English language arts, 
the California Science Test, 
as well as tests for English 
learners and other special 
populations. In situations 
where it is not viable for dis-
tricts to administer those as-
sessments due to challenges 
such as assuring Covid-19 
safety or broadband limita-
tions while students are at 
home, the policy would also 
permit school districts to se-
lect their own assessments 
if they met a set of criteria 
prescribed by the state.  

These assessments would 
have to be aligned with 
Common Core state stan-
dards; be available to assess 
students in grades 3-8 and 
11; be uniformly adminis-
tered across a grade span, 
school or district; and pro-
vide disaggregated results 
for parents, educators and 
the public. It is not yet clear 
whether alternatives to the 
science test would be per-
mitted. 

California has already 
submitted a waiver request 
for other flexibilities, such 
as extending the timeline for 
all tests until July 30 and re-

moving the consequences of 
having less than 95 percent 
participation, to the U.S. 
Department of Education 
for approval, according to 
Linda Darling-Hammond, 
president of the State Board 
of Education. Because those 
flexibilities along these lines 
were suggested by the fed-
eral officials in guidance is-
sued on Feb. 22, and have 
been agreed to in conversa-
tions with them, it is likely 
that the state will receive 
approval, state officials said. 
Darling-Hammond previ-
ously headed President Joe 
Biden's transition team for 
education before his inaugu-
ration. 

Some states, including 
New York, requested blan-
ket waivers to remove any 
obligation for standardized 
testing, but the Biden ad-
ministration has said no to 
that. 

In March, California's 
State Board of Education 
approved its plan to seek a 
waiver that would allow dis-
tricts to choose a diagnostic, 
benchmark, or other interim 
assessment where it is not 
viable to administer the state 
summative assessments and 
laid out its criteria for al-
ternatives. Then, last No-
vember, the state board ap-
proved a shortened version 
of the Smarter Balanced 
math and English language 
arts tests. Remote proctor-
ing tools were also built into 
the Smarter Balanced test-
ing system. 

The California State 
Board of Education did not 
submit a general waiver 
with the local assessment 
options because it was told 
by Secretary Cardona's of-
fice that it would not be 

necessary given the state 
still has plans to offer the 
statewide Smarter Balanced 
assessments, according to 
Brooks Allen, executive di-
rector of the State Board of 
Education. 

After the U.S. Department 
of Education responds to the 
state's request, California 
school districts will receive 
communication from the 
California Department of 
Education with more infor-
mation about what will be 
accepted, according to Al-
len. In the meantime, many 
districts have moved ahead 
with their own plans for as-
sessing students. 

As of March 17, nearly 
14,000 English language 
arts and 8,000 mathematics 
Smarter Balanced assess-
ments were underway. In 
addition, 11,000 California 
Science Tests are underway 
and 9,200 are completed, 
according to Mao Vang, di-
rector for the Assessment 
Development and Adminis-
tration Division at the Cali-
fornia Department of Edu-
cation. 

Fresno Unified School 
District in the Central Valley 
moved forward with plans 
to use the Smarter Bal-
anced tests, but keeping its 
local assessment choice, i-
Ready, as a top choice if the 
Smarter Balanced test isn't a 
viable option for the district. 
The district has already been 
using i-Ready assessments 
throughout the pandemic 
to check in on students and 
provide academic feedback 
to parents. There, adminis-
trators were preparing for 
both the Smarter Balanced 
test and i-Ready, and Scher-
rer said they would prefer 
to use i-Ready because the 

district has already grown 
familiar with it in a distance 
learning setting. 

"When Covid hit and we 
had to close, i-Ready was 
already in our system, and 
we were able to pivot to 
use those diagnostics," said 
Andrew Scherrer, executive 
director of equity and access 
at Fresno Unified. “That's 
been really helpful having a 
constant temperature check 
on where students are in 
both ELA and mathemat-
ics.” 

Other districts, including 
West Contra Costa Unified 
in the East Bay Area, have 
been reluctant to move for-
ward with any testing plans 
while the waiver was still in 
limbo and cases of Covid-19 
in some local communities 
remained high. Many dis-
tricts struggled to nail down 
a plan for assessing students 
who could be either learning 
from home or in person. 

"Right now, we are just 
focused on the English Lan-
guage Proficiency Assess-
ments for California, and 
that is landing with mixed 
reviews," said Ruben Aure-
lio, chief academic officer 
for West Contra Costa Uni-
fied. "We question the valid-
ity of the assessments in this 
environment, of course, but 
we are doing it." 

California school dis-
tricts will not be limited 
to a specific set of tests to 
choose from, but selected 
assessments must meet a 
set of criteria, including 
being aligned to the state's 
academic standards. Results 
would also have to be made 
public, regardless of the 
tests that are used. 

About 77% of school dis-
tricts said they used one of 

five local assessments dur-
ing the 2020 to 2021 school 
year already, according to a 
survey conducted in March 
by the California Depart-
ment of Education, which 
reached 969 districts. Those 
include Star Assessments 
by Renaissance, i-Ready 
by Curriculum Associates, 
Measures of Academic 
Progress by NWEA, Fast-
Bridge by Illuminate Edu-
cation and Reading Inven-
tory by Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt. 

While many parents, re-
searchers and education 
advocacy groups have ap-
plauded the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education's deci-
sion to require standardized 
testing this year, other 
groups such as the Califor-
nia Teachers Association 
have pushed back. Many 
have raised concerns about 
the validity of data collected 
after a traumatizing year and 
while many students remain 
in a mix of reopening sce-
narios. 

Allen said he shares con-
cerns that the data could be 
a misrepresentation if dis-
tricts use different assess-
ments or participation rate 
is lower, but overall, he was 
pleased that the state may 
not require a waiver. But so 
far, the state has not been 
asked to provide a measure 
of comparability between 
districts, he said. 

"When we look at all of 
this, we want to make sure 
we have meaningful infor-
mation, valid and reliable 
information about where 
students are," Allen said. 
"The path that's been carved 
forward provides the oppor-
tunity to do that.”

Local Assessments an Option If Statewide Tests Aren't Viable During Pandemic
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Michael John Zyhylij  
Sept. 21, 1965 – March 16, 2021  

Meridith passed away Nov. 
25, 2020, in her home. 

There were many things 
Meridith treasured throughout 
her life, many of those being 
her family and friends, as well 
as giving generously to causes 
she loved. She served our 
country as a staff sergeant in 
the Air Force, specializing in 

explosive ordinance disposal. 
She also held many college 
degrees and spent most of her 
working years working for the 
Livermore Laboratories. 

She was loved by many. 
She is survived by her three 
daughters ,  Chrys Angle-
sey, Melissa May and Lethe 
Kelsey; eight grandchildren; 

siblings, Curtis May, David 
May, Raylene Palmer, and De-
nise Valentino; as well as many 
nieces, nephews and other 
family members. She is pre-
ceded in death by her parents, 
Denzel May and Iris Zens; and 
brother, Darrell May. 

Internment was at the Los 
Osos Valley Memorial Park. 

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 5)

Jeanette Marion Mataras 
(née Fornaciari) was born in San 
Francisco on July 25, 1932, and 
died peacefully at her home in 
Pleasanton, on March 23, 2021. 

At the age of 10, Jeanette's 
family moved to Livermore, 
where her parents opened their 
first of many restaurants and 
delicatessens. With her parents 
working 12- to 14-hour days, 
she learned responsibility at a 
young age by being tasked with 
taking care of the home, her 
younger brother, and serving her 
country. With the United States 
active in World War II, Jeanette 
proudly remembered doing her 
part as a cadet in the Civil Air 
Patrol, recording and reporting 
all aircraft movement to federal 
aviation authorities. 

In 1950, she graduated from 
Livermore High School. Soon 
after, she moved to Hawaii, 
where she learned how to surf 
and aspired to continue her 
university studies. However, it 
wasn't long before her obliga-
tions at home required her to 

return to Livermore to help her 
parents run their businesses. 
Regardless, Jeanette did not 
give up on her education. She 
earned her associate's degree in 
dental hygiene from what is now 
the University of the Pacific in 
Stockton, California, and began 
working as a hygienist at the VA 
hospital in Livermore shortly 
after receiving her diploma. 

Her love of music and danc-
ing led her to meet her future 
husband, Dimitrios Mataras, 
at a popular dance club in San 
Francisco in 1955. Two years 

later, they began what turned 
out to be a marriage of 63 years, 
living throughout the Bay Area 
before settling in Pleasanton in 
1988. Together, they became 
successful restaurant owners and 
real estate managers, perhaps 
known best for Dimitri's Delica-
tessen in the Irvington district in 
Fremont. In addition, they were 
dedicated parishioners of the 
Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Resurrection in Castro Valley, 
which they loyally supported for 
over 40 years. 

Jeanette was preceded in 
death by her husband, Dimitrios, 
and is survived by their two 
daughters and their husbands, 
Natalie and Manos Pirounakis 
and Sandra and Alfredo Stefani; 
three grandchildren, Marco 
Stefani, Vincent Stefani, and 
Anthony Pirounakis; two great-
grandchildren, Luca and Noelle 
Stefani; and her brother and 
sister-in-law, Robert and Karen 
Fornaciari and their children, 
Shelly and Neal Fornaciari, and 
their children and grandchildren.

Nancy Koslow was born in 
National City, California, as the 
first of four daughters to George 
and Marjorie Hill. 

She grew up in Walnut Creek 
and graduated from Ygnacio 
Valley High School in 1970. She 
and the love of her life, Arnie, a 
New York native, met in 1973, 
when he was working in Cali-
fornia and married the following 
year. They spent the beginning 
of their married life on the 
East coast for his work before 
settling in Massachusetts for a 
few years to start their family. 
They moved back to California, 
eventually settling in Livermore 
35 years ago.  

Nancy loved to hunt for 
antiques and to restore old fur-
niture back to their former glory. 
She loved all things history and 
researching family genealogy. 
Family vacations included visit-
ing National Monuments, points 
of American historical interest, 
as well as searching for old 
family records and homesteads.  

Nancy ran a large daycare 
out of the family home, where 
she loved and helped raise many 

children for over 20 years, many 
whom she was still close with. 
She co-owned the Picket Fence 
Floral and Gifts in Pleasanton 
for a number of years. She was 
an interior designer her entire 
adult life and for a short time 
taught Floral Design at Liver-
more High School.  

Nancy thrived having a busy 
house, full of family and friends. 
She valued tradition and loved 
hosting all the holidays, hav-
ing her guests sitting around 
the dining room table with old 
China and crystal. Nancy genu-
inely cared for everyone she 

met and always made you feel 
special. She loved her family 
fiercely and cherished her close 
friendships.  

Nancy is reunited in Heaven 
with her loving husband, Arnold 
“Arnie” Koslow. She is survived 
by her mother, Marjorie Hill; 
daughter, Amanda, her husband 
Mario Martinez; daughter, Mel-
anie, her partner Darryl Gray; 
grandchildren, Brittany (fiancé 
Richard Wevill), and Dylan and 
her special boy Logan; sisters, 
Linda Duncan, Susan Rich-
ardson, and Kathy Dunn (hus-
band Dale Dunn); her beloved 
nieces, Allison, Melissa, Nicole, 
Meghan, Kaitlin, and Chelsea; 
and nephews, Matthew, Benja-
min, Jacob, and Alton; as well as 
dozens of extended family and 
wonderful friends.  

A graveside service will be 
held at 1 p.m., on Friday, April 
16, at Roselawn Cemetery in 
Livermore. Callaghan Mortu-
ary is honored to be serving 
the Koslow family. An online 
guestbook is available for con-
dolences at www.callaghanmor-
tuary.com. 

Jeanette Marion Mataras  
Jan. 25, 1932 – March 23, 2021

Nancy Koslow 
March 9, 1952 – April 2, 2021  

Michael John Zyhylij was 
known affectionately as “Mikey, 
Mikus or Mike” to family and 
friends (also dubbed “Sunshine” 
as a child, Mike would sing his 
favorite songs like Knock Three 
Times, and Cecelia with joyful 
gusto at the top of his lungs while 
in the bathroom). 

Michael’s easy smile and 
twinkling eyes greeted strangers 
as warmly as if they were long-
time friends. He offered an open 
mind and friendly conversation 
to all. With a heart bigger than 
his body could hold, he never 
stopped trying to be better, to do 
better. He was the proudest son, 
brother, uncle, nephew, grandson, 
cousin and friend you ever met. 

Michael John Zyhylij of Fres-
no was born on Sept. 21, 1965, in 
Princeton, Minnesota. Mike died 
of natural causes in Fresno, on 
March 16, 2021. Mike is survived 
by sisters, Tamara and Lisa; and 
brothers, Richard (Flory) and 

Mark; nephew, Xandar; and 
nieces, Sophie, Kaylene and 
Kimberly. Michael also leaves 
behind much-loved aunts, Sue, 
Barb, Bev, Kris and Patty); one 
uncle, Butch; many cousins and 
countless friends. He is preceded 
in death by parents, Kathleen Zy-
hylij (Gerdin) and Walter Zyhylij; 
and brother, Robert. 

If you knew Mike, you know 
that he was content with the 

simple things in life. Fishing, 
beer and good company were a 
perfect day. Loyal, always grate-
ful, and generous to a fault, he 
would share his last dime and give 
away his last morsel to anyone in 
need. Mike was the kind of guy 
who saved baby birds from fallen 
nests, and fed the random stray or 
injured cat that wandered across 
his path, soon to become part of 
his family. 

While he spent the vast ma-
jority of his life in California, his 
Minnesota roots remained strong. 
When it came to his favorite sport, 
he’d don his purple hat and logo 
jersey, yelling, “Go Vikings!” 

While Mike had few worldly 
possessions, he was rich with 
love, giving it freely, receiving 
it with grace and gratitude. He 
had a way of making those who 
met him love him, and those who 
loved him will never forget him. 

Details on his 'Celebration of 
Life' will be shared at a later date. 

Lucille O’Dea Ratermann 
passed away on the morning 
of March 26, 2021, in Lincoln, 
California, at the age of 93. 

She was born in Sacramento 
on May 22, 1927, to William 
Joseph O’Dea and Elizabeth 
Mary O’Dea (Lynam). She was 
preceded in death by her husband, 
Andrew, to whom she was hap-
pily married for 67 years. She was 
also predeceased by her sisters, 
Katherine Lambert, Charlotte 
Montgomery, and Annie Odbert. 

Lucille and Andrew met at 
The Newman Club at the Ca-
thedral of Blessed Sacrament in 
Sacramento in 1946 and were 
married in 1948. Lucille and An-
drew loved to dance and to travel, 
often capturing the world in their 
sketchbooks. As an accomplished 
artist, Lucille leaves a legacy of 
“Artful Creations” in oil, water-
color, and pastel. Just as Lucille 
brought scenes to life on canvas, 
she also brought color and joy to 

the lives of all those she knew. 
She served as a chairperson 

of the Red Cross in Florence, 
South Carolina. She also taught 
children at both St. Anthony 
Catholic Church in Florence, 
South Carolina and St. Victor 
Catholic Church in San Jose, CA. 
Lucille was always dedicated to 
her family and will be remem-
bered as she was in life: reading 
tea leaves, singing an Irish ditty, 
and taking care of others. 

She is survived by two sons 
and their families, Andrew (Car-
en) and his two children, Andrew 
and Katie; and George (Dawn) 
and their children, Mary and 
(Nic) Carter (and their children 
Rhye and Avila Carter), William, 
Marie, and Molly. She is also 
survived by her sister, Jane Cook. 

The funeral service is limited 
to only immediate family mem-
bers due to the current commu-
nity standards. A celebration of 
life will be held at a later date to 
allow for more of the community 
of people who loved Lucille. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made by mail at American 
Cancer Society, Relay For Life of 
Santa Clara, attn: Relay For Life 
of Santa Clara, participant code 
T4XDMC, 747 Camden Ave, 
Suite B, Campbell, CA 95008, 
or online at main.acsevents.org/
goto/Lucille. 

A guestbook may be found at 
www.gormleyandsons.com. 

Lucille Delores Ratermann 
May 22, 1927 – March 26, 2021

Meridith E. Keating (Meridith E. May)  
March 20, 1956 – Nov. 25, 2020

and firefighters. 
Consistent with public 

record, the truth about Eden 
Downtown is that it's an af-
fordable housing project for 
our city’s employed low-
income workforce and their 
families, and that the proposed 
building design change does 
not decrease the size of the 
Veteran’s Park. 

Orchestrating an intention-
ally mala-fide and misleading 
public campaign damages 
public good. Willfully spread-
ing misinformation through 
frivolous public campaigns, 
such as Save Livermore 
Downtown, obstructs the 
public’s right of access to the 
truth, alters public perception, 
and creates public distrust for 
our local government. It also 
derails the effort, time and the 
millions of tax dollars spent so 
far to bring Eden Downtown 
to its present stage. 

The citizens’ group cur-
rently advocating against 
Eden Downtown must imme-
diately stop their shenanigans 
to honor and protect public 
interest. 

Beauty vs. the Beast 
Sam Stone, Livermore  

 Turns out the Planning 
Commission meets virtually 
on April 20 at 7 PM  Turns 
out it's important to the hous-
ing controversy about the 
desirable empty lot between 
First and Railroad at L Street.   
That's the space where our 
City Council has planned 
box housing instead of open 
space. Tune in to see what the 
Planners say about beauty in 
the park versus the beast of 
crowded housing.  

Talking About Unity 
Anthony Beckett, Livermore 

As the Biden adminis-
tration steamrolls over an 
already fragile post-pandemic 
economy, I was struck by 
the realization that there are 
basically two types of politi-
cians: one who is dedicated to 
the needs and wants of their 
constituents, and one who is 
dedicated to the wants and 
needs of their party, where the 
people who elected them are 
merely tools to raise them to 
a level of power where they 
can disregard the promises that 
recruited their voters. 

Biden made a series of 
promises during his odd base-
ment-driven campaign, many 
of which have been outright 
broken. The situation at the 
southern border is a catastro-
phe that was easily avoidable; 
who tears down a system 
that works and replaces it 
with literally nothing? The 
frivolous printing of money 
for nebulous projects (what 
is infrastructure?) will un-
doubtedly lead to inflation, 
hyperinflation. Coupled with 
higher taxes, the average 
voter will be thanked with a 
more difficult life, across the 
board. The shameless drive to 
consolidate - cement - their 
power has driven the demo-
crats to things they would 
have howled against if Repub-
licans attempted it: packing 
the Supreme Court (another 
promise immediately broken) 
and eliminating the filibuster. 
Unity. Sure. 

Case in point: Eric Swal-
well, who has spent the major-
ity of the past four years chas-
ing the proverbial windmill. 
There are almost a million 
people in this district, with ap-
parently a 75/24% Democrat 
majority. I have a hard time 
believing that it was serving 
the interests of ANY of his 
constituents when, I quote 
the Washington Post, "he used 
his position as member of the 
House Intelligence Committee 
to suggest that he had seen 
evidence the rest of us could 
not, that Trump was a Rus-

sian operative — when we 
now know no such evidence 
existed." 

Power to the people, has 
become "power to the party." 
And God help us. Maybe Ali-
son Hayden can end some of 
this madness. 

And lastly, the Livermore 
City Council. Judging by let-
ters to the editor, they seem 
to have somehow decided to 
disregard the desires of their 
constituents too. Maybe 'gov-
ernment' is the new pandemic. 

The Deals Have Been Made 
Janet Chance Buckley, 
Livermore 

It just seems like we go 
on forever, with Livermore 
residents asking for input on 
Downtown plans for hous-
ing and development. We go 
to community meetings, fill 
out forms, write letters and 
so forth and the feedback is 
conclusive with residents ask-
ing for open space in our main 
area, with housing not the 
emphasis and yet, the council 
and commission throw out 
a smoke screen of not even 
intending on doing anything 
that they ask response on. It is 
pretty well documented years 
ago ,as now, that we don't 
want to fill up open area with 
high-rise beehive homes. 

My family came to Liver-
more in the late 20's, lived 
in and made making Liver-
more residency something all 
people could enjoy. I know 
what my father, and uncles 
did. They worked hard in 
the downtown and watched 
it grow. They are now gone, 
but their properties remain, 
and my husband and brother 
are still an active part of mak-
ing Livermore a good fam-
ily town. Family livelihoods 
focused around a downtown 
and community growth that 
would still have a workable 
downtown. Cramming hous-
ing in an area in the center of 
business life is not what makes 
a community livable. The 
open space has been what all 
polls show. It is what is needed 
and wanted. Please let's not 
pretend to humor residents 
along asking for development 
input, when it seems, as has 
been done now in the past, the 
deals have already been made. 

   
The Investing in Cures 
Before Missiles Act 
Mary Perner, Livermore 

“With all of the global 
challenges we face, the last 
thing we should be doing is 
giving billions to defense con-
tractors to build missiles we 
don’t need to keep as a strong 
nuclear deterrence” - this 
according to California Con-
gressman Ro Khanna, who 
recently joined Massachusetts 
Senator Ed Markey to intro-
duce the Investing in Cures 
Before Missiles (ICBM) Act 
to the House and Senate. 

The measure would stop 
funding on the proposed new 
missile known as the ground-
based strategic deterrent 
(GBSD), projected to cost 
$264 billion over its lifetime, 
and stop spending on a linked 
Livermore Lab nuclear war-
head modification program, 
the W87-1. Monies would be 
redirected to extending the life 
of an existing intercontinental 
ballistic missile, the Minute-
man III and a study commis-
sioned on how best to do that. 

The bill transfers $1 billion 
in funding for the GBSD to 
the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases 
(Niaid) for development work 
on a universal coronavirus 
vaccine to address the virus’s 
many variants. It would also 
divert money from the LLNL 
based program to modify the 
W87-1 nuclear warhead to 
fit the GBSD and dedicate 
it instead to research and 

preparations to combat future 
bio-threats. 

Sen. Markey states, “The 
United States should invest 
in a vaccine of mass pre-
vention before another new 
land-based weapon of mass 
destruction”. “The ICBM Act 
signals that we intend to make 
the world safe from nuclear 
weapons and prioritize spend-
ing that saves lives, rather than 
ends them.” 

After the past year of pan-
demic, this is a sentiment 
many of us can, and hope-
fully will, support. For more 
information on this and related 
issues, visit, www.trivalley-
cares.org. 

 
Are Local Officials 
Listening? 
Carol Silva, Livermore 

We are in a period of bro-
ken promises and not re-
specting zoning laws and the 
wishes of the majority of their 
constituents by local officials, 
to such a degree, that voting 
taxpayers must spend their 
own time and money to or-
ganize and fight the decisions 
made by these officials. 

The Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors, led by 
former Dublin mayor Haubert, 
voted to approve Intersect 
Power’s Aramis solar project.  
This industrial project has lots 
of local opposition since the 
land is zoned as agricultural; 
this area contains a scenic cor-
ridor; and the harm it would 
do to wildlife.  Save North 
Livermore Valley was formed 
to organize opposition to this 
project and is now requesting 
funds necessary for litigation 
at https://www.gofundme.
com/f/save-north-livermore-
valley 

Likewise, a lawsuit was 
filed by Friends of South 
Livermore in regard to a 
Livermore Wine Country Inn 
project for violating planning 
and zoning laws, inconsisten-
cies with the city of municipal 
code and the Livermore Gen-
eral Plan and having an inad-
equate Environmental Impact 
Report to study the project’s 
potential impacts on biologi-
cal resources, aesthetics, and 
traffic.  These opposing points 
addressed in the lawsuit by the 
Friends of South Livermore 
are pretty much the same argu-
ments as those addressed by 
Save North Livermore Valley. 

Then there is opposition 
with the development of hous-
ing in downtown Livermore.  
In the December 7, 2020 
workshop pertaining to the 
130 multi-story housing units, 
Eden Housing presented a 
new Plan to the public, in 
which the housing footprint 
is approximately 42% larger 
than its original proposal, 
thereby reducing the size of 
the park.  Its residential park-
ing doesn’t meet the city’s 
requirement.  Time and money 
by local residents were in-
curred to put Measure P on the 
ballot but our local officials 
lied and misled the public.  
James Hutchins letter, “Who 
Knew What When?” on April 
8’s edition of The Independent 
provides a good summary of 
events that took place.  Now 
money has been spent on 
a polling firm.  The results 
reflect what the community 
thinks of the revised down-
town plan.  A majority of the 
opposition, by 4 to 1, oppose 
Eden Housing’s revised plan. 

Lastly, there is opposition 
to the expansion of the Liver-
more Airport to allow 737s 
and 747s to land and take-off 
from there. 

When will this madness 
end in which voting taxpayers 
pay stipends to local officials 
and then have to fight their 
decisions through litigation, 
referendums, and organiza-
tion? 

OBITUARIES

BANKHEAD
(Continued from first page)

ing for a long time — do 
we keep (July performers) 
on the books, or do we 
move them — and we held 
on just in case we could 
open with 50% capacity,” 
Carter said. “So now it 
looks like we’ll be able to 
do those shows. We have 
to staff up pretty quick-
ly and get them trained. 
There are new modifica-
tions and regulations, and 
we have to train our vol-
unteers ... It's going to take 
at least six weeks.”  

LVPAC didn’t let go 
of anyone during the pan-
demic, Carter further stat-
ed. Instead, the nonprofit 
was able to reduce hours 
to zero in an effort to 
retain employees’ health 
care insurance. Most are 
planning to return, he said. 

According to LVPAC 
Marketing Manager Ro-
berta Emerson, surveys 

distributed to the com-
munity revealed “cautious 
but confident” enthusiasm 
about returning to in-per-
son events. 

“We’ve been in contact 
with the community regu-
larly,” she said. “We’ve 
certainly promoted the 
fact that we’ve made some 
changes here that should 
make people feel more 
comfortable about return-
ing from a safety stand-
point.” 

Carter noted that the 
seats inside the theater are 
sanitized using an electro-
static sprayer, and a new 
MERV filtration system 
filters out viruses while 
recirculating air every 6.5 
minutes.      

For the LVPAC team, 
the hope is that the Bank-
head will see a “roaring 
’20s” with a renewed ap-
preciation of theater per-

formances. 
“Performing arts have 

been around for thousands 
of years. It’s not like it’s 
going to go away with 
one pandemic,” said Eric 
Johnson, LVPAC direc-
tor of operations. “It’s 
survived lots of worse 
things, and I’m hopeful 
that people are reminded 
about how much they miss 
the arts and what it does 
for you and a community.” 

Swalwell went on to 
say that the SVOG pro-
gram will act as a bridge 
of relief until the state can 
reopen, but he also gave 
a nod to the Bankhead’s 
loyal supporters.    

“The community has 
kept the Bankhead going,” 
Swalwell continued. “It’s 
a gem of Livermore and 
something that we want to 
see live on.” 
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Alameda County is continuing to encourage residents to pay their property taxes online.  

“Our cash-paying taxpayers appear to have switched to online payments, which we love,” 
said Henry C. Levy, the county’s Treasurer-Tax Collector.  

“They get processed faster and [online payment] offers quick confirmation of payment received 
back to the taxpayers,” Levy said. 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, up to 60,000 county property owners paid their taxes in 
person every year. Since the outbreak, with cashier windows closed, online payments have 
increased even more than payments by check.  

“We want taxpayers to use our online method, which can be free and easy and prefills the 
payment amount,” Levy said. 

As of April 2, the treasurer’s office had process about 50% of property tax payments. 

For more information, call 510-272-6800. The county has also posted instructions for the 
Delinquent Secured Property Tax Penalty & Interest waiver for property owners who are 
unable to pay their taxes because of the pandemic at www.treasurer.acgov.org.

County Urges Property Owners to Pay Taxes Online Pleasanton Forum Addresses 
Discrimination and Public Safety 
By Ruth Roberts 

Hate crimes and com-
munity safety were the top-
ics of a recent town hall 
meeting hosted by resident 
Chong Wang and moderat-
ed by Mayor Karla Brown 
and Chief of Police David 
Swing. 

The virtual forum drew 
nearly 150 viewers who 
discussed ways residents 
can deflect crime and racial 
hostilities in the commu-
nity.  

According to city sta-
tistics, Asians comprise 
about 35% of the popula-
tion in Pleasanton, and the 
recent uptick in hate crimes 
throughout the country has 
made some residents ner-
vous.  

“Racial discrimination 
has always existed, but 
based on recent FBI data, 
crimes targeting Asians 
has increased (in the past 
year),” said Wang. “This 
has deeply concerned me 
and others in our communi-
ty. Our goal is to make our 
city safer and better.” 

Brown said the City of 
Pleasanton has a zero-
tolerance policy toward 
hate crimes and noted that 
all the mayors in Alameda 
County recently signed a 
proclamation denouncing 
anti-Asian crimes.  

“It is absolutely not ac-
ceptable,” said Brown. 
“Pleasanton has no toler-
ance for hate of any kind.” 

Although Swing said 
he has not seen an uptick 
in hate-related crimes in 
the city, he added that the 
department continues to 
work to ensure the safety 
and well-being of all its 
citizens. He addressed one 
resident’s question about 
diversity in the department. 

“Someone asked does 
the PD (police depart-
ment) have officers who 
speak Mandarin and other 
dialects,” said Swing. “ 
I know we have officers 
that speak Spanish, and we 
have one from Pakistan … 
so we do have officers who 
speak languages other than 
English. (But) if we have a 
situation where someone is 
unable to communicate to 
us, we can call a language 
line and make the right con-
nections for them. We want 
to increase and enhance the 
diversity of our organiza-
tion.” 

General safety tips were 
also highlighted by Swing 
who noted there were a 
few simple strategies resi-
dents can employ to com-
bat crime in the community 
at large and specifically at 
home. 

“Pleasanton is one of the 
safest cities in the state, 
but residents still need to 
not leave homes and cars 
unlocked,” said Swing. 
“The most common crime 
in Pleasanton is property 
crime … and one of the best 
ways to avoid it is by doing 
things to harden the target.” 

Swing suggested tactics, 
such as not leaving com-
puters, jewelry and cash in 
plain sight in cars. When 
out shopping, residents 
should lock their packages 
in their trunks and lock 
their car doors. 

“At home, securing doors 
and windows and installing 
cameras and outside light-
ing are effective,” he said.  

If an emergency does 
occur, calling 911 is the 
quickest way to get help, 
said Swing, who added that 
the department’s response 
times are among the na-
tion’s highest. 

“Our goal is to have a 
four minute or less response 
time for any emergency,” 
he said. “But four minutes 
can seem like an eternity 
... and so it's important that 
while you are waiting for us 
you use strategies to keep 
yourself safe.” 

Keeping doors locked, 
not answering the door and 
staying out of sight at home 
were some key tips, as was 
the benefit of knowing your 
neighbors and participat-
ing in Neighborhood Watch 
Programs as a proactive ap-
proach to deterring crime.  

Swing also suggested 
that those who witness a 
crime and shoot video or 
take photos, should not 
post them on social media 
but rather turn them over to 

the police.  
“Once someone has those 

photos or videos, the best 
thing to do is turn (them) 
over to law enforcement or 
turn over to the victim of 
the attack … but don't post 
on social media primarily 
because if you are a wit-
ness, and if you record or 
take photos, you don't know 
how the victim is going to 
feel or react. Just be com-
passionate and aware… I 

have been overwhelmed 
on a regular basis at what a 
special place Pleasanton is 
and the friendliness of the 
community." 

Residents can report 
nonemergency issues to the 
police department at 925-
931-5100. For emergency 
situations, citizens are 
urged to call 911. 

To view the forum in its 
entirety, visit http://bit.ly/
Indy_Safety. 
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HIKE
FOR

HOPE
& JAMBOREE AFTER-PARTY

Hike for a good cause. 
Enjoy the beautiful outdoors.

Choose between single-day or the week-long 
challenge. Find trail suggestions at the event website.

Register online as an individual, or join/create a 
team of your friends and family.

Ask your friends and family to pledge support.  
They can donate to Hope Hospice in your name at 
TheHikeForHope.com, or by check.

1

2

3

This year’s format is a little different, but the goal is the same: 
to raise $100,000 for patient care and community programs, 

including grief support services, dementia education, and 
caregiver resources for local families. 

Single-Day Hike 
Saturday, June 5

Week-long Challenge 
Saturday, May 29, through Saturday, June 5

YOUR  
CHOICE

ABOUT HOPE HOSPICE
Hope Hospice is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that has served the  
Tri-Valley and neighboring East Bay cities since 1980. HopeHospice.com. 

N E W :  H I K E  W H E R E  Y O U  C H O O S E !

$39 EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FEE
F O R  R E G I S T R A T I O N S  R E C E I V E D  B Y  A P R I L  3 0

$45 REGULAR REGISTRATION FEE 
F O R  R E G I S T R A T I O N S  R E C E I V E D  M A Y  1 – J U N E  4

FREE FOR YOUTH AGE 12 AND UNDER

REGISTER TODAY!  
TheHikeForHope.com

(925) 829-8770

2 8 8  M a i n  S t re e t,  P l e a s a n to n  |  ( 9 2 5 )  8 4 6 -2 5 2 0
H o u rs :  S u n –T h u  1 1 a m –9 p m ,  Fr i  &  S a t  1 1 a m –1 0 p m

gayninetiespizza.comgayninetiespizza.com

OPENED FOR INSIDE AND 
OUTSIDE  DINING!

JAIL
(Continued from first page)

ROBBERY
(Continued from first page)

to meet demands in the law-
suit, the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors ap-
proved spending $318 mil-
lion through 2023 to insti-
tute mental health programs. 
The funding would provide 
increased staffing to allow 
for inmates to spend more 
time out of their cells and 
for increased observation 
of suicide prevention cells. 

A department spokesman 
previously said the hiring 
process is underway while 
deputies work overtime 
shifts to staff the jail. Last 
year, deputies saved at least 
two inmates from killing 
themselves. 

The attorney’s filing also 
revealed that an expert who 
inspected the facility in Feb-
ruary found jail and county 
health officials — along 
with their health provider, 
Wellpath — have done an 
“excellent job” at prevent-
ing the spread of COVID-19 
since an outbreak in De-
cember. On Monday, the 
jail reported that none of 
its inmates tested positive 
for COVID-19. No inmates 
have died from COVID-19 
since the pandemic began. 
Health officials are now 
utilizing the single-dose 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
instead of the Moderna vac-

cine for inmates, but 66% 
of inmates have refused to 
take it. Just 45% of inmates 
deemed in the higher risk 
category have accepted at 
least one vaccine.  

According to the court 
filing, county officials are 
“concerned about the high 

refusal rate among the over-
all jail population.” The 
filing further states that the 
officials are addressing vac-
cine hesitancy by working 
with the Alameda County 
Public Health Department 
to distribute a survey to the 
inmate-patient population. 
Wellpath will then use the 
survey information to create 
an education strategy. 

Janssen suggested of-
ficials provide incentives 
to get inmates to accept 
the vaccine, including free 
phone calls or improve-
ments at the commissary. 

Kelly said providing in-
centives is a possibility, 
however, some might con-
sider it a form of coercion. 
Kelly reported that the de-

partment’s 34% acceptance 
rate was good, but officials 
would like it to reach two-
thirds. Deputies dissemi-
nated education materials 
to inmates on tablets and 
television to encourage them 
to take the vaccine. 

The court filing also in-

dicated that while an inves-
tigation of Park’s suicide 
included the revelation that 
inmates in the COVID-19 
area of the jail had received 
30 minutes a day outside 
of their cell to make phone 
calls, shower or get exer-
cise, “individuals in intake 
quarantine are receiving a 
shockingly low amount of 
out-of-cell time; one hour 
per week.” 

“The one hour a week 
out of cell time is truly an 
abhorrent out-of-cell time,” 
Janssen said. “That is the 
definition of cruel and un-

usual punishment.” 
Kelly said the one hour a 

week is not accurate, but of-
ficials are trying to improve 
the amount of time inmates 
in the quarantine area can 
leave their cells without 
cross contaminating people 
in other parts of the jail. 

Attorneys for the county 
and city will meet with the 
judge again on April 30 for 
an update. 

By Ruth Roberts 

In response to a Supreme 
Court ruling, the city coun-
cil has adopted new criteria 
for signs permitted through-
out Dublin.    

In a 5-0 vote, the coun-
cil’s decision will amend 
restrictions on “content-
based” signs, such as those 
of a political or religious na-
ture, to avoid limiting free-
dom of speech.  

The move follows the 
landmark case of Reed vs 
the Town of Gilbert, in 
which the high court ruled 
that political and other types 
of signs on residential prop-

erty are protected under 
the First Amendment. The 
case involved a traveling 
preacher who wanted to put 
up signs around a town in 
Arizona to let people know 
where he would be holding 
services. It had far-reaching 
impacts on sign regulations 
throughout the country. As 
a result, local jurisdictions 
have had to adjust to avoid 
legal challenges.  

“The city has evaluated 
the (Supreme Court) ruling 
and decided that amend-
ments are needed,” said Mi-
chael Cass, Dublin’s princi-
pal planner. “(The changes) 
primarily involve a zoning 

amendment regarding sign 
regulations.” 

Dublin city staff pro-
posed changes to provide 
greater clarity and to ensure 
consistency with the gen-
eral plan. Items in this cate-
gory include political signs, 
holiday lights and displays, 
A-frame signs, traffic signs 
and temporary signs such 
as event markers, to name 
a few. 

The proposed amend-
ments update the definitions 
and associated standards to 
remove any content-based 
regulation not consistent 
with the court’s decision. 
For example, automobile/

vehicle sales and flags and 
seasonal flags will be re-
classified as simply ‘flags.’ 

According to the staff re-
port, the amendments were 
designed to preserve Dub-
lin’s environment and com-
munity appearance while 
balancing economic devel-
opment and aesthetic inter-
ests of the community. 

“We're being specific on 
what we are bringing for-
ward as we want to be in 
compliance,” said Mayor 
Melissa Hernandez. “And 
we want to make sure the 
City of Dublin is keeping 
up its end of the job.”

Dublin City Council Adjusts Signage Regulations

Michelle Pineda has 
joined the Pleasanton Police 
Department as a dispatcher. 

Pineda is a former dis-
patcher for the Yolo County 
Emergency Communica-
tions Agency, which handles 
calls for four police depart-
ments and 18 fire agencies. 

She has a degree in social 
work from Sacramento State 
University.

High school sports are 
returning to TV30 with “Tri-
Valley Final Sports Wrap” 
with Tim Sbranti. 

The weekly show, which 
premieres this week, will 
include video highlights 
of local teams along with 

comments from players and 
coaches.  

The broadcasts will follow 
TV30’s local news show, 
“Slipstream,” on Comcast 
Channel 30, and can be 
viewed on-demand at www.
tri-valleytv.org/?q=node/61. 

Pleasanton Gains New Dispatcher

Nuclear Care Partners to 
Recognize Healthcare Heroes 

High School Sports Return to TV30 

Michelle Pineda

Tim Sbranti

produce.  The husband 
pulled into their driveway 
and stopped short of enter-
ing their garage to allow his 
wife to get out and remove 
the shopping bags from 
their back seat. 

That’s when he heard his 
wife “screaming hysteri-
cally.” 

“I didn't know what was 
going on,” the husband 
said. “This is when one of 
the robbers charged at me 
with a gun pointed at my 
head, and he was yelling, 
‘Give me the money!’ I 
thought I was going to die.” 

His wife said she had 
screamed when she looked 
up from the back seat and 
saw a robber’s face. She did 
not remember being pushed 
inside the car, but that is 
apparently what happened. 

“I saw the other guy 
had a gun on my husband’s 
head,” she said. “That’s the 
time I started screaming. I 
yelled, ‘Help!’” 

The husband, who had 
been sitting at the wheel 
with his right foot on the 
brake, pulled out his wallet 
and threw it at the gunman. 
Sitting with the door open 
and his left foot outside, 
the husband’s leg became 
pinned when the car rolled 
forward. The door hit the 
garage and pushed closed, 
trapping his leg. 

Fearing her husband 
might be shot, the wife 
pulled off her Fitbit and her 
jacket to give to the robber 
next to her. He grabbed a 
travel bag off the back seat 
— it contained the bananas 
— and the pair ran to a get-
away car driven by another 
young man. 

 The wife’s screams had 
brought out neighbors who 
saw the car race away. Po-
lice arrived quickly. Fortu-
nately, the couple still had 
their phones. 

 About 20 minutes later, 
the husband received a text 
from his bank asking if he 
had charged $800 at a Tar-
get store. The card was also 

used at a Sax Fifth Avenue 
store.  

“They went on a shop-
ping spree,” the wife said.  

 Pleasanton Sgt. Marty 
Billdt said San Ramon po-
lice obtained surveillance 
footage from the Target 
store that showed the sus-
pects and their getaway 

vehicle. San Ramon police 
soon located the car and 
arrested the men. 

“Officers  recovered 
the victims’ wallet, credit 
cards, watch and grocer-
ies,” Billdt said. “A loaded 
firearm was also located 
inside the vehicle.” 

Arrested on suspicion 
of robbery were Michael 
Walker, 19, of Richmond; 
Raymond Davis III, 18, of 
San Pablo; and a 17-year-
old boy. Walker and Davis 
were held at the Santa Rita 
Jail in Dublin. The teen was 
held at Alameda County 
Juvenile Hall. 

Billdt said there was 
no evidence to indicate if 
the victims were followed 
home or why the suspects 
targeted them. 

The couple did not no-

tice anyone following them 
or whether the suspects 
were waiting for them in 
the neighborhood. 

The husband and wife 
expressed appreciation to 
neighbors who were able 
to provide a description of 
the getaway car for police 
and to officers for quickly 

making arrests to put the 
community at ease. 

“They also treated us 
with courtesy and profes-
sionalism,” the husband 
said, adding Pleasanton 
officers sat in a patrol car 
outside their home for a 
few hours for protection. 

“We really appreciate all 
the people who helped us,” 
the husband said. 

The victim also offered 
some advice to the robbers. 

“These robbers are mak-
ing big mistakes in their 
lives,” he said. “At the 
same time, they cause great 
pain to the victims and 
to the whole community. 
I wish them to do honest 
work for their money. We 
hope they become better 
persons.” 

Nuclear Care Partners, 
which provides services to 
former atomic workers who 
have developed serious ill-
nesses due to workplace ex-
posure to radiation or toxic 
chemicals, is marking Na-
tional Nurses Week by rec-
ognizing local “Healthcare 
Heroes.” 

Each week in May, the 
organization will select a 
worker nominated by the 
Tri-Valley community to be 
recognized on social media 
for their “incredible deter-
mination and kind hearts for 
service.” 

National Nurses Week is 
May 6-12. 

“This is just one small way 

we want to bring the commu-
nity together and say thank 
you to those who continue 
to demonstrate such compas-
sion and devotion to our na-
tion’s healthcare industry,” 
said outreach manager Laura 
Welsh. “As our patients battle 
various chronic illnesses and 
cancer, putting them in the 
high-risk category for CO-
VID-19, we offer our heart-
felt thanks to the dedicated 
Healthcare Heroes across our 
country who are saving lives 
and keeping our patients and 
our communities safe.” 

To nominate a Healthcare 
Hero, go to www.nucle-
arcarepartners.com/health-
careheroes.

“These robbers are making big mistakes in their lives. At 
the same time, they cause great pain to the victims and to 
the whole community. I wish them to do honest work for 

their money. We hope they become better persons.”

“What’s unfortunate is it doesn't take very long  
for someone to asphyxiate themselves,” Kelly said.  

“In a matter of minutes, someone can commit suicide.””
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Now Until Saturday, May 8    
Livermore Valley Opera 
Presents “Triple Treat 2021”   

Livermore Valley Opera will 
again offer an operatic treat with 
a series of free online concerts 
on LVOpera Channel on YouTube. 
“Triple Treat 2021” features pro-
fessional opera singers perform-
ing in three concerts premiering 
March 13, April 10, and May 8. 
All concerts begin at 6 p.m. and 
accompanied by LVO Music Direc-
tor Alexander Katsman. English 
subtitles provided. Following each 
premiere, the concerts will be 
available on-demand on the LVO-
pera Channel so you can watch 
each any time. Though the Triple 
Treat virtual opera concerts are 
free, donations are always wel-
come. For more information, vis-
it www.livermorevalleyopera.com.         

Now Until Wednesday, May 19               
Coffee Hour for Seniors  

Zoom “Coffee Hour for Seniors” 
will resume once a month, on 
Wednesday mornings, beginning 
in January.  The Zoom get-togethers 
will take place from 10:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. on Feb. 17, March 17, 
April 14 and May 19. For more in-
formation, visit dublin.ca.gov/380/
Special-Events.   

Now Until Friday, July 23    
Art History in Action    

A creative and varied monthly 
curriculum introduces some of 
art’s major periods, artworks and 
architecture, as well as the impact 
of different cultures, theories, 
materials, processes, techniques 
and audiences. The instructor will 
be Thomasin Dewhurst. There are 
multiple class dates. For more 
information or to register, vis-
it https://sforce.co/3ktrnkY. 

Saturday, April 10
Granada Native Garden Open 
House    

Livermore’s best-kept secret, 
the Granada Native Garden is 
hosting a special viewing from 10 
a.m. until noon or afterward. The 
event will feature native Californian 
plants. The garden is located near 
downtown Livermore, off Murrieta 
Boulevard. For precise directions 
on how to get there and parking 
options, visit granadanativegarden.
org or email Jim at JIMatGNG@
gmail.com. Volunteers will be 
available to chat about the plants 
and answer questions.  

Sunday, April 11    
Livermore Road Rally       

Join Livermore Inner Wheel 
for an historic Livermore Road 
Rally. Get out of your homes and 
away from your screens for a 
day of explorationPick up your 
clues and start times at 1024 E. 
Stanley Blvd., in the front parking 
lot. Registration begins at 1 p.m. 
All cars need to be on the road by 
2. Preregistration at ebell4830@
sbcglobal.net is encouraged. Cost 
is $25 (cash or check) per vehicle, 
and prizes will be awarded to 
the first three returning vehicles, 
with one prize per vehicle. All 
proceeds benefit the Inner Wheel 
USA Myoelectric Limb Project for 
children. Masks will be worn, and 
social distancing will be practiced. 
For questions and preregistration, 
email ebell4830@sbcglobal.net.      

Monday, April 12  
Genealogical Society Hosts 
Speaker     

The Livermore-Amador Ge-
nealogical Society presents Gena 
Philibert-Ortega, from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. She will be speaking about 
the little-known databases found 
on ancestry.com, including imag-
es, digitized books, and indexes. 
Philibert-Ortega holds a master’s 
degree in interdisciplinary studies 
(psychology and women’s studies) 
and a master’s degree in religion. 
The event is free and will be hosted 
on Zoom. To register, visit http://bit.
ly/3cXQOb1.    

Tuesday, April 13 
EarthWeek Tri-Valley 2021 
Planning Meeting 

Organizers are inviting the 
public to a planning meeting, from 
7 to 8 p.m., to coordinate events 
across the Tri-Valley region in 
recognition of EarthWeek Tri-Valley 
2021. They will be building on their 
two-year history of hosting work-
shops, tours, arts, and films. As 
last year, most of these events will 
be virtual. To attend, visit citizen-
sclimate.zoom.us/j/2520462079 
and use passcode 123; or call in 
at 408-638-0968 with meeting ID 
2520462079.  

Wednesday, April 14
Choral Treats & Trivia 
Online Series  

Each month, the Valley Concert 
Chorale will share a pair of their 
recordings - some will complement 
each other, some will contrast - but 
all are beloved choral music from 
classical to contemporary. Plus, 
they will share interesting snippets 
about the songs and the compos-

ers. Watch your inbox for our Choral 
Treats & Trivia emails every second 
Wednesday of the month: April 
14: Carl Orff ’s “O Fortuna” from 
Carmina Burana; May 12: A bit of 
Rossini and Anders Paulsson; June 
9: Morten Lauridsen and more; 
July 14: Duruflé and more; and 
Aug. 11: A Mozart favorite or two. 
For more information, visit www.
valleyconcertchorale.org or call 
925-866-4003.  

Wednesday, April 14
Senior Zoom Coffee Hour  

Dublin Seniors are invited to a 
Zoom Coffee Hour at 10 a.m. The 
meetings will continue monthly 
through May. Seniors are encour-
aged to grab a cup of coffee and 
join friends for fun activities online. 
This activity will be led by Dublin 
Senior Center volunteers, and next 
month’s meeting is scheduled for 
May 19. For more information, visit 
dublin.ca.gov/380/Special-Events.    

Wednesday, April 14  
Virtual Religion Chat    

All are invited to attend the 
virtual April Religion Chat, which 
will be held on April 14, from 5 to 
6:15 p.m. The discussion topic will 
be ‘How Does Your Community Pro-
vide for Those Who Come in Need ff 
Forgiveness?’ Scheduled speakers 
are Reverend Elli Kilpatrick, who 
will give the Unitarian Universalist 
perspective, and Bishop Roger 
Persson, who will speak about the 
position of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints on the 
subject of forgiveness.  

Religion Chat is a free, monthly, 
interfaith forum held on the second 
Wednesday of the month by Inter-
faith Interconnect.  The group’s 
mission statement reads, “To en-
rich, educate, and inform ourselves 
and others about the great diversity 
of faiths and cultures in our Valley.”  
In order to accomplish this mis-
sion, a variety of events are held 
each year.  April’s event will be a 
Zoom event, with the room opening 
at 4:45 p.m. For more information 
or the Zoom link, email interfaith.
interconnect@gmail.com. 

Thursday, April 15 to 
Thursday, May 13     
Shaping Tomorrow’s 
Visionaries      

This art-infused multimedia 
adventure for students 13 and old-
er will inspire them to examine and 
appreciate issues surrounding di-
versity, community, humanity, and 
the environment, and develop their 
own roadmap and action plan for 
the future. The curriculum was de-

veloped by artist Nova Starling, In-
structor Anne Giancola, Visual Arts 
Manager. To register, visit https://
sforce.co/3uFdkNR. 

Saturday, April 17 to 
Saturday, May 22     
Drawing Nature with Pen 
and Ink     

Using pen and ink, discover 
the pleasure of rendering objects 
from nature, learn techniques 
and employ your unique way of 
seeing. This will be a virtual class 
with Instructor Nancy Saltsman. To 
register, visit https://sforce.co/3p-
YulPD.

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS
Dublin Farmers Market
Open for the Season

Open Thursdays, 4 to 8 p.m., 
at Emerald Glen Community Park, 
4201 Central Parkway. 

Livermore Downtown 
Farmers Market Open for 
the Season

Open Sundays, from 10:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m., at Carnegie Town 
Square. Open Thursdays, from 4 
to 8 p.m., at Carnegie Town Square 
(South K Street between Third and 
Fourth St.) 2155 Third St. 

Pleasanton Farmers Market 
Open for the Season

Open Saturdays, from 10 to 
1 p.m., at Main Street and West 
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and 
over are welcome for specialized 
shopping from 9 to 10 a.m. 

VIRTUAL ONLINE EVENTS 
-AVAILABLE ANYTIME

Pacific Chamber Orchestra 
Offers Musical Podcast

During this time of challenge, 
PCO continues to bring every-
one beautiful music made in-
sightful. Conductor Lawrence 
Kohl is pleased to announce the 
launch of a series of podcasts of 
musician interviews and conver-
sations about the music. Subscribe 
to listen at www.pacificchamber-
orchestra.org.   

Sunflower Hill Online 
Activities

Sunflower Hill posts new Online 
Activity videos created for people 
with developmental disabilities 
each week. Our archive includes 
over 140 free videos on yoga & 
meditation, movement exercis-
es, cooking activities, scavenger 
hunts, arts & crafts activities, and 
more! Visit www.sunflowerhill.org/
onlineactivities   

TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Enter events online at www.independentnews.com/calendar or 
email calendar@independentnews.com for print.

NOW OPEN FOR WINE TASTING AND 
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS

FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND 
MONDAYS 11:30 – 5 THRU SEPTEMBER 30.

LIVE MUSIC EVERY SUNDAY
FOOD FOR PURCHASE EVERY WEEKEND.

Make your online reservation at

RetzlaffVineyards.com

The Alameda County 
Arts Commission is ac-
cepting nominations for 
the 2021 Arts Leadership 
Awards recognizing out-
standing achievements and 
contributions to the local 
arts community. 

Nominations must be 
submitted online by Friday, 
May 24, at www.acgov.org/
arts/awards. 

This program recognizes 
one person from each of the 
five districts represented by 
the Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors. 

Nominees must be resi-
dents of the county and in-
volved in an arts discipline 
such as music, dance, visual 
arts, literature, theater, film 
and video, traditional crafts 
and folk arts, and new me-

dia. They must also be af-
filiated with a county arts 
organization as an artist, 
staff person, board member, 
teacher, volunteer, donor, 
supporter, or advocate. 

Community members 
may submit one nomination 
each.  

The Alameda County 
Arts Commission will re-
view the nominations in 
June and the award recipi-
ents will be recognized by 
the Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors in October 
for National Arts and Hu-
manities Month. 

For more information, 
contact the Alameda Coun-
ty Arts Commission at (510) 
208-9646, artscommis-
sion@acgov.org, or www.
acgov.org/arts/awards.

Arts Commission Now Accepting 
Nominations for Leadership Awards 

While the beginning of a 
book must captivate read-
ers, author Martha Alder-
son believes it is the end-
ing that creates fans.  

Alderson, author of 
“The Plot Whisperer: Se-
crets of Story Structure 
Any Writer Can Master” 
and other books for writ-
ers, will discuss her “ap-
proach to plot develop-
ment at a virtual meeting 

of the Tri-Valley Writers 
Club on April 17. 

The Zoom-based meet-
ing will begin at 2:00 p.m. 

In her talk, “Write Back-
ward – Begin by Plotting 
from the End,” Alderson, 
known in writing circles 
as “The Plot Whisperer,” 
will discuss how the parts 
of a novel are interrelated 
and explain how the end 
informs both the begin-

ning and the middle of a 
well-written book. 

The meeting is open to 
the public, but reserva-
tions are required by send-
ing an email to president@
trivalleywriters.org. The 
cost is $5 for members, 
$7 for nonmembers, and 
$3 for students 14-22, 
and must be paid online at 
www.trivalleywriters.org 
by April 15.

Tri-Valley Writers Club to Discuss Plot Development 

Pleasanton VFW Post 
6298 will commemorate 
the 79th anniversary of the 
Bataan Death March on Sat-
urday, April 17. 

The VFW will lead a 
26-mile hike through the 
Tri-Valley to honor the 
thousands of American and 
Filipino soldiers who suf-
fered and died during the 
forced march in April 1942. 

After surrendering to the 
Japanese after more than 
three months of fighting, 
an estimated 75,000 Ameri-
can and Filipino soldiers 
were forced to march more 
than 60 miles through the 
scorching jungle heat of the 
Philippines. Thousands died 
because of the brutality of 
their captors, who starved 
and beat them, and bayonet-

ed those too weak to walk. 
Thousands more later died 
in Japanese prison camps. 

The VFW-led march will 
leave from Veterans Memo-
rial Hall, 301 Main St., in 
Pleasanton, at 6 a.m.  

The route will take the 
marchers past the Liver-
more Flagpole on First 
Street, then northwest to the 
Main Gate at Camp Parks in 

Dublin. The final leg of the 
march will take the group 
back to Veterans Memorial 
Hall via the Pleasanton Vet-
erans Memorial at Pioneer 
Cemetery.   

The local commemoration 
is part of a series of events 
scheduled nationwide.   

For more information, 
call Doug Miller at (925) 
998-9905.

VFW Set to Commemorate Bataan Death March 

Author Martha Alderson 

The East Bay Holocaust Education Center has 
extended the deadline to enter its art, writing and 
video contest to April 30.  The contest is open to high 
school students in Alameda and Contra Costa counties. 
The theme is “Why is it important to remember the 
Holocaust?” The winners will be announced May 28. 

For more information, go to www.ebhec.org/
highschoolcontest.  

Holocaust Center Extends Contest Deadline

ECONOMY
(Continued from first page)

economic development di-
rector. “We had a Mediter-
ranean fast casual restau-
rant close and within a few 
weeks, Nick the Greek was 
already moving in. So, we 
are seeing a lot of those op-
portunities.”  

Pleasanton and Liver-
more have seen similar 
situations in their business 
communities. Adam Van de 
Water, director of innova-
tion and economic develop-
ment for the City of Liver-
more, said the pandemic 
may have given businesses 
on their way out a little ex-
tra push.  

“In terms of pivots, the 
pandemic has been less a 
series of business closures 
than it is a generational 
change of business owner-
ship,” he said. “We have 
seen a number of our longer 
legacy businesses decide to 
retire, when they had been 
thinking of retiring in a 
couple years, so this might 
have moved things up in 
a few circumstances. We 
have seen others take ad-
vantage of that opportunity 
and open up.”  

Van de Water noted there 
aren’t many vacancies in 
downtown Livermore, and 
new business creation is 
happening. Many of the 
city’s new businesses are 
fast casual dining, indus-
trial delivery and e-com-
merce, home remodeling 
stores and equipment, and 
neighborhood-serving gro-
cery markets. In Spring-
town, the old PW Market 
building has sat empty for 
years but will soon be home 
to 88 Manor Market’s new-
est location. Many East 
Bay residents were upset to 
see Campo di Bocce close 
after 15 years, but that too 
has already been purchased 
by another Livermore fa-
vorite, Sauced BBQ and 
Spirits; it will reopen as Da 
Boccery this summer.  

Businesses are beginning 
to think about the future in 
more permanent terms now 
that local economies are 
opening, and Gov. Gavin 
Newsom has promised to 
abolish the tier system in 
June. While six feet of so-
cial distancing may soon 
be a thing of the past, other 

changes wrought by the 
pandemic will likely be-
come permanent. 

“Some of the things we 
are seeing in this clime of 
post-COVID era is a shift in 
the retail world,” said Weth-
erford. “We started seeing 
this before the pandemic, 
where a lot of the larger for-
mat retailers were switching 
to e-commerce, trying to 
downsize their brick-and-
mortar footprint, and the 
pandemic accelerated that. 
Those that were ready did it, 
and those that weren’t were 
pushed into it.”  

Another new normal will 
be permanent outdoor din-
ing experiences at eating 
establishments, from cof-
fee shops to restaurants. 
According to Wetherford, 
Dublin has been working 
with its business owners to 
create permanent outdoor 
dining spaces. In its efforts, 
the city is looking at op-
tions for creating that space 
in terms of weather, acces-
sibility, parking ratios and 
how the new function will 
affect the Downtown Plan. 

Van de Water said he and 
his team are speaking with 
their own downtown busi-
ness owners to discuss their 
needs for parking, outdoor 
dining and other uses of the 
public right-of-way.  

“It is, of course, limited,” 
he said. “The more outdoor 
dining, the less parking, 
and the more parking, the 
less outdoor dining.”  

In addition to perma-
nent outdoor dining spaces, 
many local businesses are 
making physical improve-
ments to create permanent 
to-go windows, enabling 
customers who are not din-
ing in to walk up, get their 
meal and leave without go-
ing inside.  

Pamela Ott, deputy assis-
tant city manager in Pleas-
anton, said the city is doing 
everything it can to help its 
small businesses.  

“Without question, the 
pandemic has impacted 
our local economy, but at 
the same time, we have 
seen the resiliency of our 
businesses, many of which 
adapted their services to 
online ordering and curb-
side pick-up, and others 

that developed creative 
new partnerships with oth-
er local merchants,” Ott 
said. “Even with the pan-
demic’s impact, Pleasanton 
continues to see positive 
economic development ac-
tivity, most recently with 
the proposed expansion of 
10X Genomics, the open-
ing of a new grocery store 
and several new offerings 
in downtown.” 

Businesses and city of-
ficials in the Tri-Valley 
continue to work together 
to keep their community 
moving forward. Many city 
processes have been moved 
online to speed up review 
of new plans and permit 
issue. Representatives 

from the three cities share 
a phone call every other 
week to discuss best prac-
tices and share information, 
and business owners are 
forming partnerships and 
joint ventures to help bring 
patrons to their locations. 

“My personal comment 
on how I see the economy 
moving forward is a cau-
tious optimism,” Wether-
ford said. “People are opti-
mistic about the future, as 
you can see with all these 
businesses opening, but 
they are cautious. But that 
doesn’t stop them from 
moving forward. There is 
a cautious optimism in the 
air.” 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 577282

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: ErgoBetter 
Consulting, 2741 Dwight Way, 
Apt L, Berkeley, CA 94704, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Benita Kim, 
1003 Feather Circle, Clayton, 
CA 94517. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Benita Kim, 
Ergonomic Consultant/Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 17, 2021. Expires 
March 17, 2026. The Inde-
pendent Legal No. 4836. Pub-
lished April 1, 8, 15, 22, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577190
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Eyebrow Styl-
ist, 2774 Livermore Outlets 
Dr., Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Ravneet 
Kaur Handa, 1981 Carogold 
Ln, Manteca, CA 95337. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Ravneet Kaur Handa, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 16, 2021. Expires 
March 16, 2026. The Inde-
pendent Legal No. 4837. Pub-
lished April 1, 8, 15, 22, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577261
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Excel Media, 
33324 Jamie Circle, Fre-
mont, CA 94555, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Hemant Kumar 
Sharma, 33324 Jamie Circle, 
Fremont, CA 94555. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Hemant Ku-
man Sharma, Owner. This 
statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 17, 2021. Expires 

March 17, 2026. The Inde-
pendent Legal No. 4838. Pub-
lished April 1, 8, 15, 22, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577239
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Snow Squared, 
7303 Parkwood Circle, Dub-
lin,  CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Jemima Snow, 
7303 Parkwood Circle, Dub-
lin,  CA 94568. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Jemima 
Snow, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
17, 2021. Expires March 
17, 2026. The Independent 
Legal No. 4839. Published 
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 576860
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Be Still Crystals, 
2418 Olive Ave, Fremont,  CA 
94539, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Anna Tsai, 2418 Olive Ave, 
Fremont,  CA 94539. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Anna Tsai, Individual. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 2, 2021. Expires March 
2, 2026. The Independent 
Legal No. 4840. Published 
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577345
The following person(s) doing 
business as: All Pro Mortgage, 
167 South P Street, Suite C, 
Livermore, CA 94550, is here-
by registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Lori Porter, 167 
South P Street, Suite C, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Cor-
poration. The date on which 
the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: 2002. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Lori Porter, President. This 
statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 18, 2021. Expires 
March 18, 2026. The Inde-
pendent Legal No. 4841. Pub-
lished April 8, 15, 22, 29,2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 577051

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: JD Land 
Development, 1419 Aster 
Lane, Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Miguel 
Jarvis, 1419 Aster Lane, 
Livermore, CA 94551. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Miguel Jarvis, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 9, 2021. Expires March 
9, 2026. The Independent 
Legal No. 4842. Published 
April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577483
The following person(s) 
doing business as: Arora 
Tennis and Fitness, 4408 
Healdsburg Way, Dublin, CA 
94568, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Akshay Arora, 4408 Healds-
burg Way, Dublin, CA 94568. 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual. The date 
on which the registrant first 
commenced to transact 
business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above: 8/1/2010. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Akshay 
Arora, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
23, 2021. Expires March 
23, 2026. The Independent 
Legal No. 4843. Published 
April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577061
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Beyond Gor-
geous, 1553 Buttercup CT, 
Livermore, CA 94551, is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Tiffany M. Thomas, 
1553 Buttercup CT, Liver-
more, CA 94551. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Tiffany M. 
Thomas, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
March 9, 2021. Expires March 
9, 2026. The Independent 
Legal No. 4844. Published 
April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577545
The following person(s) do-

ing business as: The Make, 
1201 San Luis Obispo ST, 
Hayward, CA 94544, is hereby 
registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): James L. Go-
ings, 2142 Sunleaf LN, Santa 
Rosa, CA 95403, Gene E. 
Orphanopoulos, 4529 Fisher 
CT, Pleasanton, CA 94588, 
William E. Warren, 48 Bay-
view Terrace, Mill Valley, CA 
94941, Daniel W. Gazzano, 
930 Montgomery ST, San 
Carlos, CA 94070. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Gen-
eral Partnership. The date 
on which the registrant first 
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above: 
February 1,2021. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: James L. 
Goingos, General Partner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 24, 2021. Expires 
March 24, 2026. The Inde-
pendent Legal No. 4845. Pub-
lished April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577635
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Weld-IT Unlim-
ited Fabrication, 226 Joyce 
Street, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Shane 
Orvis, 226 Joyce Street, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Shane Or-
vis, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
25, 2021. Expires March 
25, 2026. The Independent 
Legal No. 4846. Published 
April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577569
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: B.A.C. Con-
struction, 28688 Triton ST, 
Hayward, CA 94544, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): B.A.C. Construction, 
28688 Triton ST, Hayward, CA 
94544. This business is con-
ducted by a  Limited LIability 
Company. The date on which 
the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Bernardo Acuna, Manager. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 25, 2021. Expires 
March 25, 2026. The Inde-
pendent Legal No. 4846. Pub-
lished April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577347
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: D.L. Market-
ing, 167 South Street, Suite 
C, Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): All Pro 
Mortgage Inc., 167 South P 
Street, Suite C, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by a  Corporation. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 2011. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Lori Porter, 
President. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
18, 2021. Expires March 
18, 2026. The Independent 
Legal No. 4848. Published 
April15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577342
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Tesla Real 
Estate Group, 167 South P 
Street, Suice C, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): All 
Pro Mortgage Inc., 167 South 
P Street, Suite C, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by a  Corporation. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 2011. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Lori Porter, 
President. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
18, 2021. Expires March 
18, 2026. The Independent 
Legal No. 4849. Published 
April 15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 577568
The following person(s) doing 

business as: Lahless Cre-
ations, 7792 Coolidge Court, 
Castro Valley, CA 94552, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Laura Ma, 
7792 Coolidge Court, Castro 
Valley, CA 94552. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 3/1/2020. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Laura 
Ma, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on March 
25, 2021. Expires March 
25, 2026. The Independent 
Legal No. 4850. Published 
April15, 22, 29, May 6, 2021.

C L A S S I F I E D S
S/W DVLPMT

Cornerstone OnDemand, 
Inc. has multiple job opptys 
in Dublin, CA for S/W En-
grs (Ref #DUBDPA); Engrng 
Mgr (Ref #DUBPGA). Mail 
resume to Attn: HR, 1601 
Cloverfield Blvd, Ste 600S, 
Santa Monica, CA 90404.

ANIMALS

2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT,
for adoption information con-
tact Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies 
at Farmer’s Market in Pleas-
anton. The location is Deluc-

chi Park, 4501 First St. Hours: 
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 6960 
Amador Plaza Rd. Hours: 
11am to 3pm.
Visit our website, WWW.
TVAR.ORG, to see adoptable 
animals, volunteer opportuni-
ties, and how to donate.
Follow TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL 
RESCUE on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram.
FERAL CAT FOUNDATION 
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FiV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT 

65) HELP WANTED

57) SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the local 
Better Business Bureau be-
fore you send money or fees. 
Read and understand any 
contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE 
CLASSIFIED AD

Call (925)243-8000 

MERCHANDISE

114) FOR SALE

115)ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 
YARD SALES

18) FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it

Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call 

(408)897-3156

127) LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES / 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

155) NOTICES
“NOTICE TO READERS: Cali-
fornia law requires that con-
tractors taking jobs that total 
$500 or more (labor and/
or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State Li-
cense Board. State law also 
requires that contractors in-
clude their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less than 
$500 must state in their ad-
vertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

170) LAND FOR RENT

157) OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO / 
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

160) BOAT / RV / 
RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

SPECIALIST
(Continued from first page)

Who is at Risk?” event also 
included a Q&A session for 
participants. 

Reimer opened his talk 
by giving brief descriptions 
of Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s 
and ALS. Then he dis-
cussed the case for studying 
them together or at least 
considering how insights 
into one disease could have 
implications for the others.  

“These diseases — ALS, 
Alzheimer’s disease and 
Parkinson’s disease — are 
clinically and pathologi-
cally distinct,” Reimer said. 
“But they are all hallmarked 
by the accumulation of ag-
gregates of proteins in neu-
ronal cell blocks. And they 
can all affect cognition, so 
I think we can make a case 
for lumping these diseases 
together.”   

Next, Reimer covered 
the risk factors of aging, 
genetics and environment 
in the diseases and their 
progression. Despite certain 
links with these factors, he 
said most studies reveal an 
association but not a cau-
sation. For example, only 

5% of ALS patients have a 
clear family history of the 
disease, and no study has 
shown exposure to any en-
vironmental element to be a 
cause. However, increased 
risk factors for ALS include 
smoking, trauma, rural resi-
dence, alcohol consumption 
and military service.  

Reimer spent some time 
discussing the link between 
athletes and ALS. Studies 
seem to show traumatic 
brain injuries sustained 
while playing contact sports 
may explain the increased 
rate of ALS associated with 
physical activity, and even 
military service. The Vet-
erans Health Administra-
tion designated ALS as a 
service-connected illness 
in 2008. Reimer is now part 
of a collaborative research 
project between Stanford 
Health, the Veterans Asso-
ciation (VA) and Lawrence 
Livermore National Labo-
ratory (LLNL). 

“This means they have 
determined that someone 
who was in the military 
and developed ALS de-

veloped it in part because 
they served in the military,” 
Reimer explained. “And 
because of that, the VA 
has provided financial and 
medical support to veterans 
with ALS.”   

Another reason for the 
collaboration is the fact the 
VA is in possession of the 
world’s largest and most 
comprehensive electronic 
health record system. It 
dates back to 1999, mak-
ing it a good place to start 
researching causes of and 
treatments for ALS and 
other neurodegenerative 
diseases. It includes medi-
cations, lab results, proce-
dures and many other fac-
tors that may help explain 
a link between risk factors 
and the disease. Reimer 
said he and his team were 
able to leverage machine 
learning to identify envi-
ronmental risk factors and 
disease modifiers for ALS 
using this information.  

Reimer summarized 
his presentation by noting 
moderate physical activ-
ity and overall health may 

reduce the risk for neurode-
generative diseases, while 
brain injuries may increase 

the risk. His optimistic view 
of the future is one with 
new technologies to ame-
liorate the risks associated 
with genetics and aging.  

 Dona Crawford, board 
chair for the Livermore 
Lab Foundation, also spoke 
during the event to explain 
the connection between 
the Department of Ener-
gy-funded LLNL and the 
speaker series.  

 “When our foundation 
launched in 2016, health 
care was identified as an im-
portant focus area,” Craw-
ford said. “The Lab works 
on health care in as much as 
it relates to national secu-

rity, using its high-end data 
analytics, supercomputers 
and computational model-

ing along with bioassays, 
bioengineering expertise 
and high-resolution brain 
mapping. The foundation 
leverages those capabilities 
for ALS research.”  

Crawford said bring-
ing the Lab into the fight 
against neurodegenerative 
disease has the potential 
to improve the world’s un-
derstanding and accelerate 
the development of new 
therapies and treatments. 
She noted that the Lab 
was interested in taking 
on the project, because it 
helps build out broader 
neurodegenerative disease 
capabilities. 

 “Dr. Reimer's presenta-
tion shed significant light 
on ALS, Parkinson’s and 

Alzheimer's neurodegen-
erative diseases,” Craw-
ford continued. “This is a 
rapidly changing field with 
many research avenues yet 
to be explored. That's one of 
the reasons our foundation 
feels it's important to fund 
work at LLNL in this area.” 

 For more informa-
tion on the Rae Dorough 
Speaker Series, visit Rae-
DoroughSpeakerSeries.org 
or facebook.com/RaeDor-
oughSpeakers. For more 
information on the Liver-
more Lab Foundation’s 
ALS research initiatives, 
visit livermorelabfounda-
tion.org/als.  

Only 5% of ALS patients have a clear family history of 
the disease, and no study has shown exposure to any 

environmental element to be a cause. However, increased 
risk factors for ALS include smoking, trauma, rural  

residence, alcohol consumption and military service.  
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Dr. William Ting, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist and Mohs Micrographic Surgeon

NEW LIVERMORE LOCATION 
Text/Call 925-328-0255 for APPT

48 Fenton Street Livermore, CA 94550
Text/Phone: 925-328-0255

Fax: 925-328-0257

2262 Camino Ramon San Ramon, CA 94583 
Text/Phone: 925-328-0255

Fax: 925-328-0257

Email: staff@CalDermCare.com | www.DrWilliamTing.com

Center of Excellence for 
skin cancer, acne and psoriasis

A place where beauty and healthy skin meet.
We are dedicated to Medical, Cosmetic and Surgical Dermatology. 

A place for medical skin consultation, aesthetic rejuvenation and face 
& body contouring. Visit us online for an extensive list of procedures, 

treatments, product lines, lasers and therapies offered.
www.DrWilliamTing.com  Schedule your consultation appointment today!  
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Call to learn 
about Sebacia, 
FDA approved 
laser treatment 
for nodulocystic 
acne instead of 

Accutane.

Celebrate  
the BEST of the BEST  

Wines

 • Four-course dinner by Beets Hospitality 
 • Best of Class wines at your social bubble table
 • Live awards announcements
 • ALL outdoor celebration

May 20th, 2021 | 6–8:30 pm
Palm Event Center in Pleasanton

Limited tables of 6 available
No individual tickets for sale

Livermore Valley 
UNCORKED

To purchase a table or for more information, please visit 
TriValleyConservancy.org or (925) 449-8706.

Proceeds benefit Tri-Valley Conservancy’s Land Programs. 
K
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Procedures compliant with Alameda County guidelines. 

Dan Hinkley, a writer 
and acclaimed nurseryman, 
will be the guest speaker for 
this month’s meeting of the 
Livermore Garden Club. 

The meeting, in partner-
ship with the California Hor-
ticultural Society, will be 
held virtually at 6:30 p.m., 
on Monday, April 19. 

Hinkley will talk about 
the “mistakes and miracles” 
in creating Windcliff Gar-
dens, a 6.5-acre garden on 
a bluff overlooking Puget 

Sound in Washington state 
and the subject of his latest 
book, “Windcliff: A Story 
of People, Plants, and Gar-
dens,” published in Septem-
ber 2020.  

Windcliff combines plants 
from western North Ameri-
ca, South Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand, Chile and 
China. 

Hinkley holds a bach-
elor’s degree in ornamental 
horticulture and horticul-
ture education from Michi-

gan State University, and 
a master’s degree in urban 
horticulture from the Uni-
versity of Washington. In 
1999, Hinkley’s “The Ex-
plorer’s Garden: Rare and 
Unusual Perennials,” was 
named book of the year by 
the American Horticulture 
Association. 

For access to the Zoom 
meeting, which is open to the 
public, contact president@
lavgc.org. For club informa-
tion go to www.lavgc.org.

Author to Discuss Creating Windcliff Garden 

Windcliff Gardens, created by writer and nurseryman Dan Hinkley, overlooks Puget 
Sound in Washington state.

Tickets are now on sale 
for the first in a series of 
concerts planned for the 
Bankhead Theater court-
yard in Livermore. 

The early evening events 
will feature a comedy open-
er, followed by live music. 

The first concert, at 5:30 
p.m., Friday, April 23, will 
be emceed by Bay Area co-
median Brian Maggi and 
feature guitarist James Rob-
inson.  

Capacity will be limited 
to 44 and face masks will be 
required. Concessions will 
be served individually.  

“We’re eager to bring live 
entertainment back to the 
Bankhead and are always 
looking for different oppor-
tunities to activate our spac-
es with the arts,” said Chris 
Carter, executive director 
for the Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center. 

“These intimate events in 
the courtyard will bring 
people downtown at the end 
of their workday or prior to 
dining out. The Courtyard 
Concerts are the logical 
next step in our ramp-up to 
opening again fully.” 

Maggi, who was been 
involved in several tech-
company start-ups, is also 
a former writer for the Sec-
ond City comedy troupe in 
Chicago. He later turned to 
performing his own stand-
up comedy in San Francisco 
and has been a regular at 
clubs around the Bay Area.  

Robinson grew up in 
Santa Clara County, where 
he learned to play piano be-
fore taking up the guitar at 
age 12. His music crosses 
genres from jazz and clas-
sical to blues, country, and 
rock. His multiple record-
ings include “New Begin-

nings,” released just before 
the pandemic hit in 2019, 
and a recent single, “Azul 
Sky.” 

Tickets for the courtyard 
concerts are $20 and avail-
able online at livermorearts.
org or by calling 925-373-
6800. As county COVID-19 
restrictions are eased, ca-
pacity will be increased. 

In addition to the outdoor 
concerts, the Bankhead 
courtyard will host the tra-
ditional Livermore Drum 
Circle, led by music thera-
pist Phil Didlake, on Thurs-
day, May 6, and Thursday, 
June 13. Attendance will 
be limited to the first 25 to 
register at www.livermore-
circle.com.

Bankhead Theater Offering Live Courtyard Music Concerts 

Guitarist James Robinson

Livermore Public Library Seeks Adult Literacy Tutors 
The Livermore Public Library is seeking volunteer tutors for its adult literacy program. The 
library will offer a 3-session tutor training program via Zoom from 6-8 p.m. on May 3, 5 and 
10. No previous experience as a tutor is required. After completing the training, including 
lessons on both in-person and online tutoring, volunteers will be paired with adult learners 
to help improve basic reading and writing skills. Tutors and students generally meet once or 
twice per week for 1- to 2-hours sessions. For more information or to sign up for tutor training, 
call 925-373-5507 or email literacy@livermore.lib.ca.us.

Truffle Shuffle “Shark Tank” Premieres April 16
By Laura Ness 

Do you like drive-ins and 
frozen margaritas, success 
stories, and benefiting your 
local Food Bank? 

If so, then head to the Al-
ameda Fairgrounds on Fri-
day, April 16, for the party 
of the year. Bring your fa-
vorite car, as it’s a genuine 
drive-in experience, or you 
can join in from home.  

Berkeley-based Truffle 
Shuffle is a pandemic pivot 
story starring two former 
sous chefs, Jason McKin-
ney and Tyler Vorce, who 
worked in the kitchens of 
Michelin Star restaurants, 
including The French Laun-
dry. Like all serious food-
ies, they love truffles and 
were building a business 
around selling gourmet 
truffle products when the 
pandemic hit. Suddenly, 
they found themselves ship-
ping meal prep kits to con-

sumers and doing virtual 
cooking classes that dou-
bled as entertainment. One 
dinner involved Hamilton 
cast members entertaining 
the audience while waiting 
for water to boil. They also 
teamed up with wineries 
to provide wine for special 
pairing experiences for club 
members and friends. 

They have a full schedule 
of cook-along experiences, 
where they teach you how 
to make things like fried 
chicken, black truffle risot-
to, fresh tortellini in brodo, 
lemon ricotto gnocchi with 
brown butter sage sauce and 
saffron paella.  

Chef Jason, Tyler and 
crew managed to get on 
Shark Tank, and they invite 
you to witness the premiere 
screening of their episode at 
a Shark Tank Premiere Par-
ty this Friday, April 16, at 
the Alameda Fairgrounds, 

beginning at 6 p.m. Official 
festivities kick off at 7 p.m. 
and include pre-show foot-
age and interviews of what 
it has taken to build Truffle 
Shuffle. This will be fol-
lowed by the Shark Tank 
Premiere episode, accom-
panied by wine, beer, frozen 
margaritas, dueling food 
trucks and DJ’s playing live 
music after the screening. 

The best part is that it’s 
a benefit for the Alameda 
County Community Food 
Bank, with 100% of the pro-
ceeds going to feed families 
impacted by the pandemic. 
You can purchase a ticket in 
the amount of your choos-
ing, from $1 to $100. The 
venue is at 4501 Pleasanton 
Ave., in Pleasanton. 

Visit truffleshufflesf.com 
to purchase tickets or to 
sign up for one of their live 
classes or view recorded 
episodes on demand. 


