
Your Local News Source Since 1963	 SERVING DUBLIN, LIVERMORE, PLEASANTON, SUNOL 

Thursday, 
AUGUST 20, 2026

VOLUME LXIII, NUMBER 34

   V IS IT  WWW.INDEPENDENTNEWS.COM FOR DAILY ONLINE NEWS   V IS IT  WWW.INDEPENDENTNEWS.COM FOR DAILY ONLINE NEWS

By Sanestina Hunter

DUBLIN — A shortage of Califor-
nia Department of Justice special 
agents in Dublin is straining the 
agency’s ability to combat fentanyl 
trafficking, illegal firearms and other 
serious crimes across the Bay Area, 
according to law enforcement asso-
ciation leaders.

Two special agent positions on 
Dublin’s Fentanyl Enforcement 
Program team have remained vacant 
for about two years, leaving fewer 
agents to handle fentanyl investiga-
tions across multiple jurisdictions.  
Across the broader Division of Law 
Enforcement’s Dublin office, 13 of 
22 special agent positions — about 
59% — and two of eight supervisor 
positions are unfilled, according to 
DOJ staffing data.

“I know that doesn’t sound like 

a lot,” said Ben Greenhagen, a 
California DOJ special agent and 
president of the Association of Spe-
cial Agents-Department of Justice. 
Greenhagen said covering multiple 
counties and cities with fewer agents 
makes it difficult to keep up with 
fentanyl investigations.

Greenhagen said the vacancies 
can require agents from other DOJ of-
fices to help cover understaffed areas.

Vacancies extend to the Dublin 
office of the Division of Medi-Cal 
Fraud and Elder Abuse, where three 
of eight special agent positions are 
unfilled. The division investigates 
Medi-Cal provider fraud and abuse 
and neglect of elderly and dependent 
adults. Both supervisor positions 
are filled.

Attorney General Rob Bonta es-
tablished the Fentanyl Enforcement 
Program in April 2021 to detect, 

Def Leppard is ready to rock your world! This 
adventurous little headbanger has already gone 
swimming, boating, and even jet skiing. She’ll 
gladly headline your next hike before crashing 
into a cuddle session backstage. Good with other 
dogs after a proper introduction and friendly with 
fans of all ages. Call (925) 426-8656 or email 
info@valleyhumane.org to start the adoption 
process today.
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DOJ Agent Shortage Limits 
Dublin Anti-Drug Operations

Heartstrings Brings Music to Local Seniors

By Sanestina Hunter

Dublin — U.S. News & World 
Report ranked Dublin No. 1 on its 
list of the Best Places to Live in 
California for 2026–27.

The city, which has more than 
70,000 residents and a median age 
of 37, ranked first among 161 Cali-
fornia cities, followed by Cupertino 
and Palo Alto.

Other Tri-Valley cities also 
performed well in the statewide 
ranking. Neighboring San Ramon 
placed seventh, Pleasanton ranked 
11th and Livermore came in at 
No. 26.

U.S. News evaluated cities 
based on four indexes: quality of 
life, value, desirability and job mar-
ket. The organization considered 
factors that can influence where 
people choose to live, including 
housing costs, household income, 
unemployment and commute times.

“I’m proud to have champi-
oned public safety, diversity, and 
thoughtful development throughout 
my time on the council, and this 
ranking is a meaningful sign that 
those efforts are showing up in peo-
ple’s daily lives,” Councilmember 
Kashef Qaadri, who has served on 
the council since December 2022, 
told The Independent.

Dublin has 71,419 residents, 
according to U.S. News. Of those, 
26% are younger than 20; 4% 
are between 20 and 24; 14% are 
between 25 and 34; and 22% are 
between 35 and 44. Another 24% 
are between 45 and 64, while 10% 
are 65 or older.

Of the city’s residents, 58.7% 
are married and 41.3% are single.

Parks and recreation also con-
tribute to the city’s quality of life. 
Dublin has more than two dozen 
parks where people can play pick-
leball, attend community events, 

Voters in California’s 14th Congressional Dis-
trict   — which covers the Tri-Valley and parts 
of the East Bay — cast their ballots by mail and 
in person Tuesday to fill the vacant seat created 
by former Rep. Eric Swalwell’s resignation. The 
intraparty contest features State Senator Aisha 
Wahab and BART Board director Melissa Hernan-
dez, the top two finishers from the June primary. 
Wahab ran on a progressive legislative platform, 
while Hernandez drew strong backing from re-
gional leaders and outside groups. The winner 

will serve the remainder of the congressional term 
through January 2027.        

• Votes Counted: [59% of votes counted]

• Aisha Wahab: [51.4%] [32,148 votes]

• Melissa Hernandez: [48.7%] [30, 457 votes])

Results will be updated on The Independent’s 
website at independentnews.com.

By Christina Cavallaro

LIVERMORE —  Heartstrings, a 
local volunteer band, celebrated 
10 years of playing music and 
bringing joy to residents at Quail 
Garden senior living facility in 
Livermore. 

The occasion marked a decade 
of performances every Thursday 
morning with a special luncheon 
and commemorative cake for res-
idents, visiting family members 
and the musicians.

The band’s founder and orga-
nizer, Susan Locke, has always 

had an interest in community out-
reach, especially through music. 
Upon retiring from the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory, 
she attended Las Positas College 
where she received a degree in 
music and planned to continue 
her studies in music therapy. But 
then life took a different course 
and she began taking care of her 
aging mother, eventually moving 
her to Quail Garden where Locke 
started introducing music to fellow 
residents. “I thought,  ‘You know, 
I can do music therapy without 
getting paid.’ In taking care of 

my mom and just reaching out 
to the seniors, I realized the need 
for that,” Locke said. She and 
Heartstrings also play regularly 
for veterans groups and other local 
senior facilities. 

“So it just snowballed into 
wanting to do community outreach 
…  that was my passion. And I’m 
not the greatest musician,” she 
laughed. “So I’ve got others that 
are better than I am.” What they 
all share, she said, is a love of 
community and music. “It’s really 
nice that we all have that same 
thing going on.”

U.S. News Declares 
Dublin Best Place to 
Reside in California

Julie Testa 

An architectural rendering showcases the newly imagined performing arts center at Amador Valley High 
School, part of a $102.8 million renovation project by the Pleasanton Unified School District to replace 
the historic theater. (Photo courtesy of PUSD) See page 2 for story.

Members of Heartstrings volunteer band perform at Quail Garden, 
a senior living facility in Livermore, during their 10th-anniversary 
celebration concert. Front row, seated from left are Susan Locke, 
Bud Donaldson, Nancy Marling, and Peggy Schimmelman. Back row, 
standing from left are Dwight Lang, Bill Aimonetti, and Jim Murray. 
(Photo — May Fraser)

(See TESTA, page 12)

By David Jen

P L E A S A N TO N  —  C o u n -
cilmember Julie Testa officially 
announced on Aug. 10 her cam-
paign for mayor, pitting herself 
against first-term incumbent 
Mayor Jack Balch in this year’s 
election.

“For nearly four decades, 
I have raised my family here, 
volunteered in our community, 
and worked alongside residents 
to protect the qualities that make 
Pleasanton a special place,” Testa 
said in a statement. “As mayor, 
I will continue to put residents 
first, listen to our community, and 
provide thoughtful, independent 
leadership.”

Testa told The Independent 
that she felt compelled to enter 
the race given a lack of healthy 
debate that her absence would 
leave on the dais, and the need 
to represent residents with com-
peting viewpoints.

“I feel like I have balanced 
our current city council, and 
without my voice, I think that a 
lot of representation will be lost,” 
Testa said.

Her opposition to Balch cen-
tered around Measure PP, a 2024 
ballot measure that asked voters 
to increase the city’s sales tax by 

0.5% to help eliminate deficits. 
Testa claimed that Balch creat-
ed a “wedge issue” out of the 
tax measure when he opposed 
it. During his campaign, Balch 
called for a deeper look into the 
city’s finances and revenue op-
tions in place of the tax increase.

Measure PP failed with 54.2% 
of voters against it and 45.8% 
for it;  It only needed a simple 
majority to pass. Instead, the city 
made some $6 million in service 
cuts to balance its 2025-26 bud-
get, such as reductions in library 
hours, city-commissions support 
and city landscaping. 

“There’ve been dramatic im-
pacts to our community because 
of the loss of that tax measure,” 
Testa said. 

Shortly after taking the may-
oral seat in 2025, Balch proposed 
a third-party study of the city’s 
financial position. Testa op-
posed the study, saying it sent a 
message of distrust in city staff. 
Conducted by accounting and 
business advisors Eide Bailly, 
the $33,000 study confirmed staff 
projections of a $10 million to 
$22 million annual deficit over 
the next 10 years, depending on 
macroeconomic factors.

“I would have rather our 
mayor say, ‘Okay, I said not now. 

After the Eide Bailly, I concede. 
Let’s go back to the public and 
tell them this (tax increase) is 
needed,’” Testa said, adding that 
she has tried to bring the increase 
back for council discussion, but 
met resistance from the council 
majority.

Testa ,  a  two-term coun -
cilmember, also opposed the use 
of pension and other retirement 
funds to balance the city’s cur-
rent budget prior to its adoption 
last June.Both Testa and Balch 
list the city’s precarious financial 
position — a result of faltering 
tax revenues and ballooning 
pension costs — as one of their 
top priorities.

More recently, Testa, along 
with Councilmember Jeff Nibert, 
voted last month against a devel-
opment agreement governing the 
Arroyo Lago housing project, 
saying the project contributed 
too little to the city. Per the 
agreement, developer 330 Land 
Company will contribute $3 mil-
lion toward a needed upgrade to 
El Charro Road, short of the $8 
million contribution recommend-
ed by city staff and the planning 
commission. Because 330 Land 
Company had lined up another 
approval of the project through 
the county, the city had little 

(See GROWTH, page 10)

High Housing Costs, Low Pay Drive Local Deficit

Pleasanton and Livermore also Rank Near Top

The Challenger Takes on Incumbent Mayor Jack Balch over Budget Cuts

Unofficial Count as of 8:15 p.m. Tuesday

CA D-14 Special Election Results 2026

(See HEARTSTRINGS, page 7)

Volunteer Ensemble Celebrates a Decade of Weekly Music at Livermore’s Quail Garden
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Total sq ft between both ~2266 sq ft
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There’s comfort in knowing life continues, even as it 

changes. At The Whitford, today’s elevated lifestyle is 
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Don’t miss the opportunity to be among the first to 

experience this elevated approach to retirement living. The 

Whitford is taking shape now and will open later this year.

THE WHITFORD
Inspired Senior Living

5751 Arnold Road  |  Dublin, CA 94568  |  The-Whitford.com  |  925.230.3059
SENIOR LIVING    ASSISTED LIVING    MEMORY CARE

(925)-371-5671
Commitment

Honesty &
Integrity

Amador Valley Theater Demolished for $102.8M Renovation
By Sanestina Hunter  

PLEASANTON — Pleas-
anton  Uni f ied  School 
District (PUSD) recently 
demolished the longtime 
theater at Amador Valley 
High School, with con-
struction now underway 

on a new performing arts 
center as part of a $102.8 
million renovation proj-
ect.  The new center is 
designed to meet current 
educational, accessibility 
and technical needs.

The project scope in-
cludes a new competition 
gym and improvements 
to existing athletic and 
instructional facilities. 
Work is expected to be 
completed in the second 
half of 2028, according to 
district officials.

“Our goal is to honor 
the theater’s legacy while 
making responsible use 
of bond funds to create 
exceptional facilities that 
expand opportunities for 
students across perform-

ing arts, athletics and in-
struction,” Superintendent 
Maurice Ghysels told The 
Independent.

“This project will be a 
major transformation for 
Amador Valley, bringing a 
beautiful, welcoming new 
presence to this prominent 

part of the campus and the 
broader Pleasanton com-
munity,” Ghysels said.

Amador Valley’s new 
performing arts center 
will feature a theater with 
support spaces, a drama 

classroom that can also 
serve as a black box the-
ater, and two new music 
classrooms with practice 
and support areas.

District officials con-
sidered a city-commis-
sioned study on the the-
ater’s future before deter-

mining that the risks and 
extensive work needed to 
renovate the historic facil-
ity made rebuilding a bet-
ter long-term investment.

The $102.8  mi l l ion 
budget covers construc-

tion, design, permits, in-
spections, furniture and 
other project costs, ac-
cording to the district.

Most of the funding, 
$92.9 million, comes from 
Measure I, a $395 million 
general obligation bond 
Pleasanton voters  ap-
proved in 2022 for school 
facili ty improvements. 
Additional funding comes 
from Measure I1, devel-
oper fees and insurance 
proceeds.

P U S D  t r u s t e e s  i n -
creased the budget  by 
$7.05 million in January 
to cover additional work, 
including pool deck and 
dry rot repairs and a roof 
replacement at the existing 
competition gymnasium.

Last year, the district 
approved an $85.2 million 
design-build agreement 
with Blach Construction 
cover ing archi tecture , 
design and construction 
of the performing arts 
and athlet ic  faci l i t ies . 
The contract has since 
increased to $86.8 million 
and includes a change 
order to modernize the 
school’s kitchen.

The district also plans 
to honor the old theater’s 
history with a commem-
orative display inside the 
new facility.

Athletic facility plans 
include a new competition 
gym and modernization of 
the existing practice gym, 
along with concession fa-
cilities, restrooms, locker 

rooms and team rooms. 
The project will also add 
a new marquee entrance to 
the athletic facilities.

Additional work in-
cludes ref inishing the 
existing gym floor, up-
grading its heating, venti-
lation and air conditioning 
system, and replacing the 
pool deck and plaster.

The locker room im-
provements are already 
complete, according to 
the district,  and crews 
have demolished the for-
mer small gym. Design 
work and approval from 
the state Division of the 
State Architect are also 
complete.

The district will hold a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
for the new performing 
arts and athletic facilities 
Aug. 24 at 4 p.m.

PUSD serves more than 
14,500 students in nine 
elementary schools, three 
middle schools, two com-
prehensive high schools 
and one continuation high 
school.

Heavy machinery begins the demolition of Amador Valley High School’s longtime theater, clearing space for a 
modernized, multi-purpose performing arts center scheduled to open in late 2028. (Photo courtesy of PUSD)

Pleasanton to Issue $16.5M in Water Bonds
By David Jen

PLEASANTON — Low-
er-than-expected interest 
rates may help the city save 
$5.5 million as it works to 
improve its water system.

Pleasanton’s water-sys-
tem management plan, com-
pleted in 2024, identified a 
need for about $35 million 
in financing to help pay 
for the city’s capital water 
projects. On Aug. 11, the 
city council unanimously 
declared its intent to issue 
up to $16.5 million in bonds 
this year to help pay for 
those projects.

Work slated for the cur-
rent fiscal year includes 
meter replacements, design 
and construction of new 
wells, emergency-power 
improvements, and distribu-
tion-system improvements.

City staff expect to return 
to the council on Sept. 15 
for formal approval of the 
bond sale.

The management plan 
assumed that the city would 

finance funds at an interest 
rate of 6%. But the city’s 
review of financing options 
shared last week estimated 
rates closer to 4%, which 
could allow the city to ac-
cept a faster 20-year repay-
ment schedule than the 30 
years assumed in the plan, 
saving significant debt costs.

Although city staff rec-
ommended the 30-year term 
for added financial flexibil-
ity, Mayor Jack Balch and 
Vice Mayor Matt Gaidos 
asked to see a comparison 
with the 20-year term next 
month.

“Depending on what 
we’re able to obviously 
lock this interest rate in with 
the sales, (the lower rate) 
will provide us with some 
headroom to be able to pos-
sibly absolve ourselves of 
that $5.5 million that a 30-
year would have provided,” 
Balch said.

Pleasanton’s aging water 
system has leaned heavily 
on its ratepayers in recent 
years. The city imposed a 

30% rate increase in 2024, 
followed by a 12% increase 
in 2025 and a 15% increase 
this year. The city council 
has approved an additional 
15% increase beginning 
Jan. 1, 2027, plus annual 
8% increases for the next 
two years.

The city issued $19 mil-
lion in water bonds in 2024 
and received a $1 million 
state grant in 2025 toward 
its Groundwater Supply 
Project, an effort to restore 
groundwater access with 
new wells in Hansen and 
Tennis parks.

City Finance Director 
Susan Hsieh said the bonds 
presented little financial risk 
to the city.

“Usually, the risk is 
pretty low because we are 
paying back the investors,” 
Hsieh said. “As long as we 
generate revenue from the 
water system or from the 
ratepayers, we should be 
able to pay the bond.”

In addition to this year’s 
bonds, the city plans to fi-

nance $10 million in fiscal 
year 2027-28 and another 
$10 million in fiscal year 
2028-29.

If approved next month, 
the city would sell this 
year’s bonds at the end 
of September and receive 
funds in mid-October.

Registration Open for LARPD Activities
LIVERMORE — Registra-
tion is now open for Liv-
ermore Area Recreation 
and Park District (LARPD) 
classes, sports and special 
events through the end of 
the year.

The district has also post-
ed online its Fall Recreation 
Guide, which includes more 

than 460 classes, youth and 
adult sports and other activ-
ities for all ages. 

“It’s always fun to see 
the new ideas our recreation 
staff brings to each season,” 
said David Weisgerber, 
LARPD communications 
and planning Manager. “I 
encourage everyone to take 

a look through the guide and 
see what’s new this fall.”

To view the Fall Recre-
ation Guide, register for pro-
grams or learn more about 
LARPD, go to larpd.org.

Financial aid is avail-
able through the LARPD 
Foundation’s Community 
Support Program.
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Youth Volleyball Coach Released on Bail, Investigation Continues
By Sanestina Hunter  

DUBLIN — Dublin police 
have sent Alameda County 
prosecutors the case against 
Aditya Babu, a 48-year-old 
youth volleyball coach ar-
rested in July on suspicion of 
possessing child sexual abuse 
material, Sgt. John White told 
The Independent.

Babu posted bail after 
his arrest and remains out of 
custody, police said.

Multiple cyber tips from 
the Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force, a na-
tionwide law enforcement 
network, prompted Dublin 
police to investigate.

Detectives later found 
multiple images identified as 
child sexual abuse material, 
or CSAM, in one of Babu’s 
Google accounts, police said. 
Investigators also seized doz-
ens of electronic devices.

White said digital evi-

dence collected during the 
investigation remains under 
forensic examination.

Dublin police Capt. Mi-
guel Campos said DPS had 
not received information or 
evidence indicating that Babu 
committed any crimes other 
than the suspected possession 
of CSAM.

Campos said DPS would 
work with the appropriate law 
enforcement agency if inves-
tigators received information 

indicating Babu may have 
committed crimes in another 
jurisdiction.

Police arrested Babu in 
the parking lot of Pleasan-
ton Middle School while he 
was on his way to coach a 
summer volleyball session, 
according to DPS.

Babu coached for Club 
V.I.P., which primarily of-
fered volleyball programs 
for middle-school-age play-
ers in the Tri-Valley and 

elsewhere in the Bay Area. 
Following his arrest, Dub-

lin canceled city recreation 
classes offered by Club V.I.P., 
while San Ramon terminated 
its contract with the provider, 
according to multiple reports.

Babu also worked as an 
independent contractor for 
Pleasanton’s Library and 
Recreation Department, city 
officials said. Pleasanton 
said in July that it was in 
the process of terminating 

his contract and taking steps 
to prevent him from par-
ticipating in city recreation 
programs.

Under California law, 
knowingly possessing or 
controlling material depicting 
a person under 18 engaging in 
or simulating sexual conduct 
is a felony.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the investigation 
may contact White at 925-
833-6670.

Marchand Joins In 
Local Hindu Festival
LIVERMORE  — Mayor 
John Marchand joined mem-
bers of the local chapter of 
the All World Gayatri Pari-
war (AWGP) at the Gayatri 
Scientific Spirituality Center 
(GSSC) in Livermore this 
month for the Hindu festival 
of Guru Purnima.

AWGP is a global spir-
itual movement founded 
in 1958 by the late Indian 
author and freedom fighter 
Pandit Shriram Sharma 
with the goal of creat-
ing an enlightened world 
through a higher level of 

consciousness. 
Guru Purnima is a festi-

val devoted to honoring spir-
itual and academic teachers.

Marchand participated 
in the symbolic lighting of 
a spiritual fire and shared in 
the prasad, a sweet vegetar-
ian offering. 

He concluded the cer-
emony by encouraging 
AWGP members to remain 
committed to community 
service and civic engage-
ment, integral elements of 
the nonprofit organization’s 
values and activities.

Livermore Mayor John Marchand takes part in the 
ceremonial fire lighting and prasad sharing with 
members of the All World Gayatri Pariwar during their 
recent Guru Purnima celebration at the Gayatri Scientific 
Spirituality Center. (Photo courtesy of AWGP))

The Dublin Library to 
Host a ‘Fix-It-Clinic'
DUBLIN  — The Dublin 
Library, 200 Civic Plaza, 
will host a “Fix-It-Clinic" 
for small household items 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 15.

The library said a “Fixit 
Coach” will be available to 
help with repairs to small 
appliances, toys and games, 
ceramics, lamps and electri-
cal items, wooden furniture 
and small electronics, in-

cluding cell phones, tablets 
and laptops.

The clinic is sponsored 
by Amador Valley Indus-
tries, the city’s waste man-
agement provider, and Ro-
bot Garden, a nonprofit 
organization that provides 
space and infrastructure 
for working on technology 
projects.

The Fix-It-Clinic is free 
and open to the public.

Donor to Match VHS Donations 
PLEASANTON  — Valley 
Humane Society (VHS) 
announced last week that 
an anonymous donor has of-
fered to match up to $40,000 
in contributions to its Medi-
cal Assistance Fund through 
the end of August.

The fund covers the cost 
of treatment for shelter ani-
mals with complex medical 
needs, spay and neuter sur-

geries for pet owners who 
need financial assistance and 
for community cats, and for 
VHS’s Field Vet program for 
pet owners receiving sup-
port service through other 
community programs. 

The Pleasanton-based 
VHS called the matching of-
fer “an exciting opportunity 
to raise $80,000 and deliver 
twice as much help to an-

imals in our community.”
Donations to the fund can 

be made online at valleyhu-
mane.org or by cash, check 
or credit card at VHS, 3670 
Nevada St.

Cultural Jews to Celebrate Rosh Hashanah
LIVERMORE — Tri-Valley 
Cultural Jews (TVCJ) will 
hold a Rosh Hashanah cele-
bration in Livermore at 4 :30 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 12.

Rosh Hashanah marks the 
start of the Jewish New Year. 

Traditionally a two-day cele-

bration, the observance includes 
the ceremonial lighting of can-
dles, festive meals with sweets, 
and prayer services marked by 
the sounding of a ram’s horn.

TVCJ, a secular organiza-
tion for East Bay residents who 
celebrate Jewish culture, values 

and holidays, said the celebra-
tion will include “thoughtful 
reflections on renewal, com-
munity and cultural identity,” 
followed by a potluck dinner. 

The event is considered 
child-friendly and open to 
families. 

Reservations are required.
To RSVP, or for more 

information, email Cultur-
alJews@gmail.com or call 
925-399-8029.
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Alameda County 
Acknowledges 
Rangeland and 
Ranchers 
Karen Sweet, Livermore

“The Board of Supervi-
sors, County of Alameda 
proclaims 2026 as the Inter-
national Year of Rangelands 
and Pastoralists in Alameda 
County and celebrates the 
importance of rangelands, 
ranchers, and pastoralists 
whose stewardship helps 
sustain the county’s agri-
cultural heritage, natural 
resources, biodiversity, 
economic vitality, and en-
vironmental resilience; and 
encourages residents to 
learn more about the value 
of rangelands and the con-
tributions of those who care 
for them.” 

This August 4 proclama-
tion is in concert with “the 
United Nations and gov-
ernments around the world 
that are celebrating the year 
through education, outreach 
and adoption of policies that 

are supportive of rangelands 
and pastoralists. 

“California defines range-
lands as “land on which the 
existing vegetation, whether 
growing naturally or through 
management, is suitable for 
grazing or browsing of do-
mestic livestock for at least 
a portion of the year. (CA 
Public Resources Code sec-
tion 4789.2 e.) 

“These natural ecosys-
tems in Alameda County 
include 188,000 acres (40% 
of Alameda County) of pri-
vate and public grasslands, 
shrublands, wetlands, wood-
lands, chaparrals; and the 
2024 Alameda County Crop 
Report states that livestock is 
the second largest agricultur-
al commodity. Rangelands 
are economically, socially, 
and culturally vital to Ala-
meda County and the region 
through an array of ecologi-
cal services, including food 
and fiber production, water 
resources, biodiversity, wild-
life habitat, carbon seques-

tration and storage, renew-
able energy resources, and 
aesthetic and recreational 
opportunities to the com-
munity. 

“Pastoralists are peo-
ple who raise livestock on 
rangelands, including the 
men and women ranchers 
of Alameda County who 
have stewarded these lands 
for generations, combining 
experience, innovation, sci-
ence, and sustainable land 
management practices to 
support healthy rangelands 
and livestock production.”

The Alameda Coun-
try Agriculture Advisory 
Committee appreciates the 
Board’s recognition of the 
county’s largest land use 
and of the rangeland com-
munity. 

(Karen Sweet is an Agri-
culture Advisory Commit-

tee member.) 

THANK YOU
Richard Andrews, Livermore

We just sent a large van 
of donations up to HEARTS 
for UKRAINE in Sacramen-
to. The generosity of our 
local people is more than 
appreciated. We send: New 
or Good clothing, medical 
dressings, Diapers (Baby 
and adult), walkers, crutches 
and all kinds of medical sup-
plies. We also send toys for 
children in orphanages over 
there (Which is very sad) 
and puzzles etc. for injured 
vets to help them be enter-
tained while recovering.

Thus far, over 22 tons 
have been shipped, and are 
greatly appreciated and re-
ally needed, as Putin con-
tinues to murder and maim 
civilians. They also accept 
cash donations to help han-
dle the cost of shipping and 
purchase of other needs like 
hospital supplies and small 
home items like bedding. 

THANK YOU, ONE 
AND ALL, WHO HAVE 
HELPED. And I welcome 
others, as we continue to 
collect and accumulate here, 
as the need never stops. 

Stop Trying to Make 
a Downtown Park 
Jim Leek, Livermore

Please stop trying to 
make a downtown park hap-
pen. Downtowns and parks 

are fundamentally different 
land-use priorities. 

Downtowns are dense. 
They require closely packed 
businesses, and lots of peo-
ple to feed them. You want 
to use the land for business-
es, dense housing, and park-
ing so more people can visit. 

Parks are the opposite. 
They are open space, no 
businesses, and few people. 
Allocating prime downtown 
land for open green space 
restricts that density and 
reduces the space available 
for the shops and restaurants 
that draw people downtown 
in the first place. 

People don’t need to go 
downtown for a park. Liv-
ermore already has many 
wonderful parks; Sycamore 
Grove, William Payne, and 
even a few smaller ones 
downtown, like Carnegie 
Park. 

Land in our downtown 
core should be reserved for 
economic activity, housing, 
and accessibility. Let’s fo-
cus on keeping downtown 
dense and commercial, 
and leave expansive parks 
where they belong.

The Great Train Robbery 
of 2026 — Part One
Mark Palajac, Livermore

In the movies, you need 
a posse to capture the train 
robbers. In 2026, you need a 
ballot. This November you 
will be asked to approve a 
0.5% increase in sales tax to 
fund BART operating short-
falls. I’m urging you to vote 
no, and I’ll explain why. 
Let’s first look at BART ac-
tions over the years.

2013: BART union walk-
out supposedly for safety 
reasons. A ruse; they were 
seeking higher pay for one 
of the most highly compen-
sated rail lines in the U.S. 

May 2018: After 50 years 
of collecting taxes from 
Livermore Valley residents, 
the BOD voted 5-4 against 
building planned stations 
along I-580 in Livermore. 
Valley taxpayers had paid 
an estimated $500 million 
for stations.

2018: Steve Glazer spon-
sored SB Measure 3 to in-
crease bridge tolls with a 
considerable portion of the 
proceeds going to rail lines 

including BART. The catch 
was that an Inspector Gen-
eral (IG) was to be put in 
place to provide objective 
reports of BART operations. 

2018 -2019: AC Civ-
il Grand Jury found that 
ridership satisfaction had 
dropped from 84% in 2013 
to 56% in 2018. Causes 
ranged from serious crime, 
filth, homeless people, and 
fare evasion. BART lost 
8% of its ridership between 
2016 and 2018 in spite of 
increased population and 
opening additional stations.

2021-2022: AC Civ-
il Grand Jury reported the 
IG appointed to oversee 
BART had been obstructed 
by BART at several levels: 
BART BOD denied IG find-
ings; GM and union limited 
access to personnel. BART 
also was reticent to provide 
data requested by the Grand 
Jury.

The BART IG retired 
in March, 2023 caused by 
systematic obstruction by 
BART. 

This is not a custom-
er-friendly organization. 

See Part Two next week…

The Downtown Project
Deborah Norton, Livermore

I would like to see the 
downtown project complet-
ed as a showcase for our 
town. It started with a very 
nice addition to Blacksmith 
Square, and I always imag-
ined an open space park 
as the best possible use for 
the remainder of that space. 
Low-income housing is an 
important part of our town, 
and the question is always 
where? If possible, it is al-
ways best mixed with other 
areas of town instead of a 
single location, as we did for 
years with housing projects.

The proposed city plan 
for the completion and ex-
tension of the Blacksmith 
Square location is not a 
good use for that space. It 
is in the very center of our 
town, and instead should be-
come a space for all the resi-
dents of Livermore to enjoy. 
I have been hoping for a 
better plan, and this week I 
saw it. It has a new location 
for the four-story block-
long buildings, and also an 
on-site smaller building for 

low-income housing, a ho-
tel and, most importantly, a 
beautifully planned park.

See for yourself at: www.
livermorecommunitycoali-
tionspeaks.com.

Education is About 
Better Lives, Countries, 
and Our World
Eloise Hamann, Dublin

I was delighted about 
last week’s major Editorial. 
I’d been dismayed about 
the current administration’s 
view, and that of many oth-
ers, that the purpose of edu-
cation was for the graduates 
to make more money. 

As a retired college ed-
ucator, my view of the 
value of education is that 
a better-informed person 
not only makes better deci-
sions about her or his life, 
but better decisions about 
their country and the world. 
Teachers are critical for ed-
ucating our youth, but ditch 
diggers probably make 
more money. 

For example, take health 
care. There are countries 
that provide health care for 
all of its citizens. There is no 
need for expensive health 
care insurance. They have 
better care at less cost be-
cause there aren’t oodles of 
insurance companies vying 
for your money, while try-
ing to keep their costs down 
by rejecting expensive care 
for appropriate treatment. 

Understanding the histo-
ry of wars and their caus-
es should help our leaders 
work for peace among 
countries, and voters to un-
derstand which leaders have 
the right ideas to accom-
plish peace.

Better educated parents 
should better understand the 
importance of raising their 
children to behave in society. 

Better education should 
result in people who can 
better evaluate what they 
can afford, what their cit-
ies, counties, and countries 
can afford, what things are 
worth borrowing money 
now that pays off well in 
the future, and better under-
stand the views and religion 
of other people for a more 
peaceful world.

MAILBOX

EDITORIAL

The Tri-Valley Ranks High on Another List. We Know Why.
The annual list from U.S. News & 

World Report ranked 161 California 
cities on features such as median 
home value, employment and com-
mute times. This year, Dublin, so 
named due to the large number of 
Irish immigrants living here when 
the city was incorporated in the late 
19th century, came in at number one 
on the list. 

In addition, Pleasanton came in 
at No. 11, and Livermore at No. 26, 
placing all three Tri-Valley cities in 
the top 15%. All three Tri-Valley 
cities have similar statistics that were 
used to determine the list for the mag-
azine, but we know why they really 
stand out. 

The answer is there’s no other 
place like the Tri-Valley in California, 
where you get the convenience of 
being in a major metropolitan area 
coupled with a small-town way of 
life and a surrounding natural envi-
ronment.  In most other places, you 
would be required to drive several 
hours to experience the countryside.

The U.S. News & World Report 
list condenses a large amount of data 
from multiple sources in four indexes: 
value, quality of life, desirability, and 
job market. 

Since the median home value in 
Dublin is only about $1.3 million, the 
city outperforms in the other three cat-
egories. Indeed, the job market is bet-

ter and unemployment lower than the 
national average; household income 
is twice the national average. But 
the same trend goes for Pleasanton 
and Livermore as well: high income, 
low unemployment. Livermore resi-
dents, plus those in Pleasanton and 
Dublin, can work at the two national 
Laboratories – Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory and Sandia Na-
tional Laboratories – in addition to 
the science and technology businesses 
that the laboratories attract. Dublin 
and Pleasanton, due to their proxim-
ity to BART, have easy access to the 
greater Bay Area.

Likewise, the Tri-Valley has a high 
quality of life, with good schools, 
access to Stanford, Kaiser and Sutter 
health services, good infrastructure 
and a clean environment compared 
to much of the rest of the state. Liv-
ermore, in particular, has worked 
to provide affordable housing and 
shelter, ensuring the community’s 
benefits aren’t reserved only for the 
well-to-do.There is also no doubt 
all three cities are desirable places 
to live. The Bankhead Theater in 
Livermore provides a cultural amen-
ity for the Tri-Valley area that most 
communities of the same size do 
not offer. We have leisure activities 
a-plenty, temperate weather, and 
relatively low crime rates. Most im-
portant, while many urban areas in the 

country, including San Francisco, are 
surrounded by overdeveloped sub-
urbs, the Tri-Valley has remained an 
island of relative tranquility — near 
urban cities, but with a small-town 
vibe that you rarely see in a major 
metropolitan area. 

In our opinion, that’s the biggest sell-
ing point for the Tri-Valley;  It’s what 
makes us unique. We’ve worked hard 
to preserve that quality of life and push 
back against the forces that threaten to 
turn us into just another overdeveloped 
wide spot on the freeway.

The primary mechanism for that is 
the urban growth boundary.  Alameda 
County voters approved in 2000 as 
part of Measure D. In addition, each 
of the three cities has adopted its 
own urban growth boundaries, or 
urban limit lines, as they are called in 
Dublin. The real estate development 
industry, along with their allies on the 
city councils and the country Board 
of Supervisors, has tried to chip away 
at those boundaries ever since, and to 
this day, we’re still seeing attempts to 
undermine the urban growth bound-
aries, including in Dublin, where a 
misleadingly labeled ballot measure 
(since struck down by a judge) would 
have allowed the city to develop the 
last undeveloped parcel between the 
city and Livermore. Just last month, 
there was a potential effort at the 
county level to take the ability to 

modify urban growth boundaries out 
of the hands of the voters and give the 
authority to the Board of Supervisors. 
That effort has also been pushed back, 
but not defeated.

The growth limits are necessary to 
preserve our communities and quality 
of life, and efforts to weaken or elimi-
nate them for a momentary economic 
boost are misguided. It’s thanks to 
the boundaries that the cities of the 
Tri-Valley truly are some of the best 
places to live in California.

We are lucky. Oftentimes we 
don’t know what we’ll miss until it’s 
gone, but we’ve managed to prevent 
becoming another expanse of endless 
sprawl. If you look across the country 
to other major metro areas — Chica-
go, Dallas, New York, Washington, 
D.C. — you’ll see that more often 
than not, the laissez attitude toward 
urban growth has resulted in large 
areas of the country looking pretty 
much the same. 

Pavement is forever, as they say. 
It’s worth continuing to fight to keep 
the Tri-Valley unique. Those quali-
ties that drew people here in the first 
place are also those that help us top 
the lists, like those published by U.S. 
News. High housing costs and local 
investments in affordable housing 
mean living here isn’t cheap — yet 
the quality of life we all gain in return 
makes it a price worth paying. 
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Understanding basic math-
ematics, such as understand-
ing how fast savings and bor-
rowing can mount up. 

Universities have basic 
general education require-
ments, which include the 
ability to discern the truth, 
think critically, know the 
history of the most import-
ant issues humans have had 
to deal with, discern the 
truth of claims, and more.

ONCE in a LIFETIME
Vic Avila, Livermore

 How many of our de-
cisions are once in a life-
time? “Will you marry me?” 
“What college should I go 
to?” “What should we name 
our son/daughter?” “What 
should we name our dog?” 
The dog does care, you 
know. We Livermore-ians 
are faced with a once in a 
lifetime decision. What are 
the crown jewels of Liver-
more? Two things: The pe-
rimeter open space buffer, 
which keeps Livermore “out 
in the country”. It keeps ur-
banization from ruining our 
spacious community, that 
our neighboring cities lost to 
urbanization and “progress”. 

The other Jewel: Downtown. 
Do we choose a drab 4-sto-
ry apartment building, Eden 
Housing, or do we investi-
gate the “Downtown Center 
Option” proposed by the 
Community Coalition? It’s 
a once in a lifetime decision. 
Members of city council do 
not seem to be concerned 
about the downtown crown 
jewel. They feel it’s “good 
enough” to take open space 
and fill it with a 4-story 
apartment building with no 
character, no “gingerbread” 
design features, no allure. 
It’s a ONCE IN A LIFE-
TIME decision. Think about 
how important this decision 
is. It could in fact affect your 
property value. For more 
information visit: www.liv-
ermorecommunitycoalition-
speaks.com. 

Student Loan Payback
Alan Brooks, Livermore

In response to the ar-
ticle on “New Student 
Loan Rules are Bad for 
Education”, the author 
is complaining about the 
government not wanting 
to loan money to those 
least likely to pay it back? 

Am I understanding that 
correctly? Yes, there is a 
need for those with a fine 
arts degree, but it isn’t 
large. Countries with free 
college are very selective 
about who they offer it to, 
and what discipline they 
can study. It is a selection 
process that begins in mid-
dle school. 

For low-income or dis-
advantaged students, there 
are scholarships available 
for the exceptionally pro-
ficient and very low-cost 
junior colleges available to 
demonstrate that proficien-
cy. But loans to students 
unlikely to be able to repay 
it? No, thank you.

Privilege Never Knows 
When to Quit
Sydney Dent, Livermore

Oh My Gosh. The “Group 
of Many Names (GOMN)” 
has one more name: Com-
munity Coalition. And, it 
has the same tired goal: 
move affordable housing 
away from Downtown. 
This windmill the GOMN 
continues to tilt at has been 
voted down numerous times 
by the electorate directly or 
as a proxy. The courts have 
sided with Livermore and 
Eden Housing continuously. 
There are no legal pathways 
to stop this. So, the GOMN 
is trying, once again, to put 
up its vision in hopes of de-
laying it.  

And its vision is deeply 
flawed. There is no estab-
lished funding for this pipe 
dream. The call for a hotel 
ignores the current econom-
ics of hospitality; hotels are 
going bankrupt. Nor do I see 
evidence that Downtown 
Livermore needs a hotel to 
thrive. It’s already the envy 
of the Tri-Valley.  

But the deepest flaw of all 
is the disregard for another 
Livermore gem: Tri-Valley 
Haven Thrift Store. The thrift 
store provides an important 
component to the budget of 
Tri-Valley Haven.  AND, 
the Thrift Store provides a 

location where everyone 
can afford decent clothes 
and home goods. Many de-
pend on the Thrift Store to 
get ready for school, for a 
new job, or to furnish a new 
apartment after escaping a 
toxic relationship.  All of 
that will be lost in the name 
because a small number of 
people don’t like where the 
affordable housing is. 

There is a word for this: 
Privilege. The GOMN is so 
caught up in its privilege to 
have a park it wants, it will 
sacrifice the needs of those 
who have less by delaying 
housing and removing ser-
vices to create a bigger park.  

Please, GOMN, let this 
go. Livermore needs to 
move on. I want to see a 
complete downtown and not 
wait another ten years.

Looking Out My Window
Evelyn Mitschelen, Livermore

The bush has been 
trimmed, but one long stem 
rose up and is standing 
straight up above all else. 
How do you stand? Are we 
going to stand for truth; care 
about one another?

What is love — can you 
describe love? We all have 
options, but what about 
love — how do you explain 
love? You just show love. 
It’s not that we may feel 
love; you can show love — 
it’s just doing the right act. 
Love covers a multitude of 
self-hate. Try seeing people 
as someone you love. It can 
change you. There is no fear 
in love (what do you fear?), 
but perfect love casts out 
fear, because fear involves 
punishment. The one who 
fears is not perfect in love.

The one lone stem stand-
ing above the bush is stand-
ing up for grace, kindness 
and love; it is you. Can you 
handle showing love in or-
der to change our country? 
If God so loved us, we ought 
to love one another. 

Argumentum Ad Nausea 
Daryl R Carlson, Livermore

Like the old trope in hor-
ror films, the skeletal re-
mains of Save Downtown 
Livermore and Move Eden 
Housing rise from the grave, 
becoming Community Coa-
lition, a group of unnamed, 
unelected, self-proclaimed 
community leaders. Ano-
nymity certainly does not 
lend legitimacy to their re-
vised plan, including a larger 
wooded park with dirt paths, 
instead of the real planned 
park, and surprise—a posh 
hotel for those doing well 
in the Trump economy—on 
ground purchased with a 
grant for affordable housing.

The CC plan calls for the 
tired proposal of dumping 
the lion’s share of Eden 
apartments on the Northside 
of Railroad Ave. on unavail-
able land. Of course, these 
revisions would delay con-
struction for years, the coa-
lition’s actual goal.

The Bankhead’s 
Propaganda 
[Generative] AI 
Revolution Presentation
Greg Scott, Livermore

I wasn’t expecting any-
thing from “The [Gener-
ative  — (Gen)] AI Revo-
lution” presentation at the 
Bankhead by two New York 
Times’ podcasters last August 
14, other than a balanced, in-
formative assessment. What 
we got was a ‘[Gen] AI is 
good’ kumbaya. Shortly into 
the talk, I was half-expect-
ing a cameo by the Gordon 

(See MAILBOX, page 6)

Opening Soon 

in Livermore!

(925) 337-9074  º  1400 Holmes St. º  Livermore, CA 94550
lindenseniorliving.com º info@lindenseniorliving.com

Linden is designed for the way you want to live. 
Find out how, by joining us at one of our events!

Coffee & Conversation º Lunch & Learn º Vintages & Visions 

 Seats fill quickly! Call (925) 337-9074 now!

Thoughtfully composed senior living residences.TM

SENIORS Let Us Help You Get Moving!
We know how hard it can be to move, even when 
you know you need to.  We’re Senior Real Estate 

Specialists (SRES), and we have the patience, 
knowledge and energy to help. We will…

Arrange for anything in your home 
you don’t want to keep, or give to 
family/friends, to be taken away.

With 25+ years of experience and 
resources, we can help you with everything 
you need, and represent you in the sale of 
your home for a "senior rate" reduced fee.

Experience Counts!

Barbara & Nick Lymberis

925-495-9832
barbara@nickandbarbara.com
www.nickandbarbara.com
Barbara’s CalDRE #01342934
Nick’s CalDRE #01322651

BROKERS
CRS, GREEN, CHLMS,

SRES, PMN

Creek H ill Farm
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Under-table supervisor reports for duty outside Wingen 
Bakery & Restaurant in Livermore. (Photo — Virginia 
Hoato)
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Gekko character from the 
movie “Wall Street” pro-
nouncing “Greed is Good,” 
especially with one podcast-
er’s glowing report on GenAI 
lab Anthropic’s current and 
projected, exponentially in-
creasing revenues.

There was no mention of 
the fact that 70% of token 
usage in research and at uni-
versities and colleges in the 
U.S. is with large language 
models (LLMs) from the 
People’s Republic of Chi-
na (PRC). (Source: Recent 
Hillspire report. Hillspire is 
an organization founded by 
former Google CEO Eric 
Schmidt and his wife Wen-
dy and is tied into the U.S. 
national security apparatus.) 
Nor was it disclosed that 
the four most downloaded 
LLMs on Hugging Face are 
from the PRC.

(Note: Tokens are num-
bers from words, or more 
likely parts of words, con-
verted according to an 
LLM’s text-to-token lookup 
table, for translation to vec-
tors in an LLM’s embedded 
module that compares these 
vectors for context place-
ments by matrix multiplica-
tions.)

Anthropic is due for a $2 
trillion market valuation Ini-
tial Public Offering (IPO). 
There seems to be little gen-
eral public understanding 
how these GenAI lab IPOs 
affect retirement 401(k)s, 
CalPERS (California Pub-
lic Employees Retirement 
System) investments, and 
CalSTRS (California State 
Teachers Retirement Sys-
tem) investments. It should 
be noted that the NASDAQ 
100 Index, including QQQ, 
rules were abruptly changed 
right before the SpaceX IPO. 
This facilitates the inclusion 
of passive fund investments 
by retirement funds into 
these GenAI IPOs.

Pope Leo XIV, who gave 
an Encyclical on GenAI 
last May, knows more in 
his sleep about GenAI than 
these New York Times’ pod-
casters.

Downtown Park Plan
Robert Roffey, Livermore

It has been a very long 
wait for people who call 
Livermore home for a down-
town park that we can all be 
proud of. This week, I was 

introduced to a website that 
presented the perfect plan for 
a downtown park that will 
please everyone. From what 
I can see, there are paths, 
benches, trees, a fountain 
and a playground, and I can 
envision myself grabbing a 
coffee at Blacksmith Square 
and finding a bench to enjoy 
it. There is a hotel that blends 
in with the park that will give 
impetus to our town with 
new visitors. I have been 
watching the construction 
at Blacksmith Square and 
like what is happening there 
very much, thanks to our 
mayor and city council. The 
title of the website is Liver-
more Community Coalition 
Speaks, so I am guessing that 
local citizens are behind this 
new plan, and hopefully our 
local city planners and city 
council. It doesn’t matter 
who came up with this plan, 
but thank you, and I hope the 
town sees the new plan and 
is as excited as I am to see it 
happen.

The Would Be 
‘People’s Mayor’ 
Shirley Lewandowski, Dublin

What do you get when an 
elected official knows the 
boss is their constituents? 

What do you get when an 
elected official always offi-
ciates based on what’s in the 
best interest of their constitu-
ents and enhances their qual-
ity of life?

What do you get when an 
elected official is not pres-
sured or persuaded by spe-
cial or corporate interests?

What do you get when 
an elected official always 
listens first to constituents, 
answers their questions with 
maximum transparency be-
fore making decisions? Who 
always fights on behalf of 
their constituents despite 
challenging odds and at 
times being a minority vote? 

What do you get when an 
elected official accepts dona-
tions from constituents and 
not from corporate or ques-
tionable PAC money? 

What you get is a person 
with all the above attributes. 
A super smart rare breed of an 
elected official who is trans-
parent and honest, works 
hard every day for constitu-
ents, has no hidden agendas, 
has a wonderful sense of 
humor, loves and helps their 

family, friends and neigh-
bors, is a limitless communi-
ty advocate, and has a great 
smile and a warm hug at the 
ready. That’s a person people 
trust and is trustworthy. That 
person would be a People’s 
representative. Julie Testa is 
that person. She has been the 
people’s Councilmember in 
Pleasanton, putting people 
first. Her actions and voting 
records prove it. She is now 
running for Mayor of Pleas-
anton. She is the best choice, 
and will absolutely be the 
quintessential “People’s 
Mayor”. Please vote for Julie 
Testa on Nov. 3, 2026.

Why I Vote Democratic 
Ron Sadler, Livermore

The first time I ever voted, 
I chose all Republican can-
didates. Growing up, I was 
deeply influenced by my 
conservative (and loving) 
grandfather. However, the 
Republican Party in those 
years was very different 
from the party it is today.

The leaders of the Repub-
lican Party have evolved into 
individuals who put self-in-
terests over what is best for 
our country, starting decades 
ago with legislation that con-
tinuously lowered taxes on 
the rich. Federal income tax 
rates for the top earners in 
1965 were 70%. Today the 
top rate is 37%, and the top 
corporate rate is 21%, a de-
crease from over 50% in the 
1960s.

Furthermore, the vast ma-
jority of Republican leaders 
have shown a complete lack 
of backbone, refusing to 
stand up to the most corrupt 
president our country has 
ever seen.

Conversely, Democrat-
ic candidates offer prac-
tical solutions that invest 
in working families. They 
protect Social Security and 
Medicare, defend voting 
rights, and expand access 
to affordable healthcare and 
education. Democrats also 
champion policies that cre-
ate American jobs through 
infrastructure projects, clean 
energy investments, and 
domestic manufacturing 
growth.

Voting is not just about 
party labels. It is about 
choosing leaders who be-
lieve the government can 
work for ordinary people, 

and who are committed to 
protecting freedoms and 
opportunities for everyone. 
I encourage voters to sup-
port Democratic candidates 
who are working to build a 
fairer, more inclusive, and 
more hopeful future for our 
country.

Larry Bird for 
LARPD Board
Susan Locke, Livermore

When I learned of Larry’s 
run for LARPD board, my 
immediate response was “of 
course, Larry would be per-
fect for the job.” I can’t think 
of anybody more qualified 
to represent our community. 
His background in commu-
nity service, leadership, and 
communication will be an 
asset to LARPD. My mom 
and I met Larry 15 years ago 
as a coach with the Liver-
more High School softball 
program. He and the girls 
adopted my baseball mom 
as their team grandma. They 
enriched her life, up until the 
end. From day one, we have 
been impressed with the 
way these girls are coached; 
instilling hard work, team-
work, and sportsmanship, 
while providing constructive 
feedback and skills training. 
Always respectful, always 
encouraging, and always 
fair. These attributes are im-
portant for any community 
leadership position. 

Vote Larry Bird.

Community Concern: 
Irresponsible and Factual 
Misrepresentation
Tsahala David, Livermore 

As Tri-Valley residents, 
we must reject the divisive, 
factually ungrounded rheto-
ric published in the previous 
week’s Mailbox regarding 
congressional candidate Me-
lissa Hernandez.

First, using the term 
“genocide” to describe Is-
rael’s actions is factually 
and legally inaccurate. The 
United States government, 
via official State Department 
and White House policy, has 

explicitly rejected this spe-
cific label. Applying highly 
weaponized, legally incor-
rect definitions to a foreign 
conflict only serves to in-
flame tensions locally.

Second, while the Mail-
box provides a forum for 
community discourse, the 
newspaper bears a respon-
sibility to vet submissions 
for baseline factual integrity. 
Allowing false geopolitical 
assertions to be presented as 
local facts lowers the stan-
dard of debate and deepens 
divisions within our towns.

Ultimately, these interna-
tional grievances have ab-
solutely nothing to do with 
the governance of the 14th 
district. Our local leaders are 
elected to address the press-
ing needs of our immediate 
community: housing our 
children can afford, public 
safety, infrastructure, mental 
health services, and econom-
ic stability. Injecting highly 
polarized foreign policy de-
bates into local political rac-
es is a deliberate distraction 
from the real-world issues 
impacting Tri-Valley fami-
lies every day.

We urge the editor to 
maintain a higher standard 
for factual accuracy in future 
publications, and we encour-
age voters to keep the focus 
where it belongs: on the tan-
gible needs of our local com-
munity.

Vote Democrat
Becky Green, Livermore

The control of both the 
executive and legislative 
branches by the current Re-
publican administration and 
Congress has accelerated a 
deeply concerning decline 
in our nation’s foundational 
systems and global standing. 

The relentless focus on de-
regulating major industries 
has dismantled decades of 
critical environmental pro-
tections, accelerating habi-
tat destruction, and leaving 
public health vulnerable to 
industrial pollution.

 Economic policies fa-

voring tax cuts for corpora-
tions and the wealthy have 
worsened wealth inequality, 
putting an unsustainable fi-
nancial strain on the middle 
and working classes while 
ballooning our national debt.

The administration’s iso-
lationist foreign policy and 
erratic approach to interna-
tional diplomacy have se-
verely damaged our relation-
ships with our global allies.

By retreating from inter-
national agreements, this 
administration has created 
a dangerous leadership vac-
uum on the world stage, al-
lowing adversaries to expand 
their influence unchecked.

We urgently need a return 
to balanced governance that 
prioritizes long-term eco-
nomic equity, environmental 
stewardship, and responsible 
global leadership.

Let’s choose leaders who 
will defend our democra-
cy and build a country that 
works for all of us, not just 
a few. Let’s choose leaders 
who listen, who serve with 
integrity, and who will fight 
for the issues that matter: 
affordable health care, good 
jobs, strong public schools, 
climate action, and protect-
ing our fundamental rights.

I encourage everyone 
to vote Democratic in this 
year’s elections. Let’s move 
our country forward with 
hope, with unity, and with a 
commitment for justice and 
opportunity for all.

Our future is in our hands. 
Let’s make it a brighter one, 
together.

Iran’s Surrender
Michael Austin, Pleasanton

What would ACTUALLY 
cause Iran to surrender?

Here is the real list, based 
on historical cases (Germa-
ny 1945, Japan 1945, Serbia 
1999, Libya 2011):

A. Internal uprising + elite 
defection: This is the #1 
cause of surrender.

B. Military defeat on mul-

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 5)

(See MAILBOX, page 7)

Frequency, a Northern California-based band known for its acoustic-electric rock 
sound, will present the final Tuesday Tunes outdoor concert of the summer at the 
Bankhead Plaza in downtown Livermore at 6:45 p.m. on Aug. 25. The band plays 
classic hits from the ‘60’s through the ‘90’s. Tuesday Tunes concerts are presented by 
the Livermore Cultural Arts Council, with financial support from Shea Homes, Fremont 
Bank, The Independent, Mony Nop Real Estate, UNCLE Credit Union and Uncle’s Yu’s.  
(Photo courtesy of Frequency)

PLEASE HELP BRING MIGUEL HOME

Livermore Wente Winery worker, married father of three and grandfather  

Miguel Lopez 
remains in Mexico after having been illegally deported last June.

To donate to a GoFundMe account supporting the Lopez family, visit 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/bring-miguel-back-to-his-loved-ones 

Miguel Lopez left in the photo, next to his son, Julian Lopez, and his wife, Rosa Lopez. Art Gallery Sponsored by

2250 First St., Livermore

&

 FRIDAY, AUGUST 21ST 6 – 8 PM
&

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22ND  6 – 8 PM

Gallery Hours

Spanning years of artistic exploration, these �gurative 
works bring together observation, memory, and 

imagination. Moving between realism and abstraction, 
the exhibition re�ects an ongoing search for the 

connections that unite the many fragments of a life.

NEW ART EXHIBIT
IN FORMING FIGURES

Figures, Fragments, 
and Connections
by Thom See
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“It’s the highlight of the 
week here,” said the facility’s 
administrator, Alicia John-
son, whose family has run 
Quail Garden for 28 years, 
and whose presence gives 
the place its close-knit feel. 

“We’re just like a great 
big family here,” she said. 
The historic building was 
built in 1927 and served as 
the town hospital (St. Paul’s). 
When Valley Memorial Hos-
pital was built, St. Paul’s 
closed. 

The residents total 26 
between the main house at 
813 S. J St. and a smaller 
one across the street. “Come 
Friday, some of the residents 
start asking ‘When’s music 
coming again? Is it Thursday 
yet? No, it’s just Friday,’” 
she said, laughing. 

Johnson said the music 
is a bright spot in the week 
because it brings them so 
much joy; it also brings back 
memories. 

“It’s amazing when you 
have somebody with pretty 
severe dementia, who really 
can’t hold a conversation 

with you, and you look over 
at them and they’re singing 
the song. It’s like wow. It’s 
pretty cool.”

Heartstrings is intentional 
in its song selections. “They 
play a lot of old classics that 
everybody knows,” Johnson 
said.

On this day they kicked 
off their set with “You Are 
My Sunshine.” Later, a ren-
dition of “Devil Woman” got 
a table of residents smiling 
and coquettishly miming tiny 
horns with their index fin-
gers.  “Five-Foot Two, Eyes 
of Blue” filled the outside 
courtyard with singing and 
toe-tapping.

Livermore resident Lyn-
nda Goll was visiting for 
the afternoon to celebrate 
her mother, Corky’s, 95th 
birthday.  “Corky is her nick-
name,” Goll explained.  “She 
won’t tell you her real name 
because she didn’t like it.” 
So she renamed herself when 
she was a Brownie at camp. 

“She always said, ‘Who-
ever my friends are know my 
name is Corky; if they call 

me my other name, they are 
not my friends.”

Goll shared that some-
times it’s hard  to adjust to 
her mom’s situation now. 
“She used to be very in-
volved in everything, vol-
unteering with seniors and 
community activities and she 
was my Girl Scout leader “ 

She also confided that 
her own expectations are 
different when it comes to 
her mom. 

I think it’s just that I ex-
pect her to do things that I 
might not expect others to 
do. I expect her to be like 
she used to be,” she said. 
“Whereas if I’m just working 
with a person I’ve just met I 
expect them to do what they 
can do and I don’t have other 
expectations or things that I 
know they used to do.”

They held hands as the 
whole courtyard sang Corky 
“Happy Birthday” led by 
Heartstrings.

“We feel so lucky and 
we’re so grateful that they 
come and perform for us 
every week,” Johnson said. 

“It brings such joy.” 
It also brings the band joy, 

said Peggy Schimmelman, 
former Livermore poet laure-
ate and volunteer percussion-
ist. “It’s more rewarding than 
a paid gig. They appreciate 
us and we appreciate them. 
They’re happy.”

tiple fronts: Requires a coali-
tion, not just the U.S.

C. Loss of control over 
Tehran: If the capital falls, 
the regime collapses.

D. Collapse of IRGC loyal-
ty: If the IRGC fractures, the 
government cannot survive.

E. International recogni-
tion of a new government: 
Surrender only happens 
when there is someone to 
surrender to.

How Did We Get Here?
Frank Cannella, Livermore

Recapping our president’s 
week, he appealed a low-
er court’s ruling against his 
continued construction of 
his ballroom to the U.S. Su-
preme Court in yet another 
“emergency” filing.  Fortu-
nately, the Supreme Court 
doesn’t have any other im-
portant work to do. 

He strong-armed his care-

fully selected board of the 
Kennedy Center to alter his 
original renaming of the 
center with his name on top, 
which had been rejected by 
a federal court. The newly 
signed center now says the 
Kennedy Center ‘Restored 
and Renovated by President 
Donald J. Trump’. The main 
point was to get his name 
back on the wall.  I guess he 
thinks it important his name 
be honored for posterity. Not 
an unusual step for an ego-
maniacal guy. 

He expressed disappoint-
ment that HIS Department 
of Justice has failed to ade-
quately prosecute the “van-
dals” who damaged the 
Lincoln pool simply because 
there was no evidence.  I 
mean, really, what is the 
point of being elected pres-
ident if your very own DOJ 
won’t go after whoever you 
want, with or without evi-
dence?

He told a group of law 
enforcement people that the 
Strait of Hormuz will even-
tually be an American terri-
tory, a violation of the UN 
Charter, International Law 
and the U.S. Constitution. 

Meanwhile, climate 
change is ravaging the entire 
world while he continues 
to claim it is a Democratic 
hoax. And the war in Iran 
continues. 

How did it come to all 
this?

Retort to ‘Vote Them 
Out’, Aug. 13, 2026 
John Lahommedieu, Dublin

No, Republicans are not 
the only ones to proudly dis-
play their flags, and no, we 
do not do it to show only 
our patriotism, but to respect 
those who gave their lives 
then, now and in the future 
to ensure America is strong 
and secure. Mr. Jackson fails 
to NOT understand history 
and the meaning of our flag! 
As far as the conflict in Iran, 
Mr. Jackson and many oth-
er Democrats would rather 
allow Iran to have had a nu-
clear arm and/or arms, and 
seem to be ok with the pos-
sibility of Iran using them on 
Israel, Europe and neighbor-
ing countries in the Middle 
East? Preventive medicine is 
the best cure-all for unwant-
ed ailments and wars and 
disasters, but history shows 
us those with liberal views 
always land in the middle 
of deep S**T, often because 
they are not proactive, they 
are reactive people! Trump 
took a stand that others re-
fused to do, and it is by far the 
best stand, because had we 
done nothing, much worse 
could have come our way! 
Also, he mentions loss of life; 
yes, any loss of life is tragic, 
but our brave men and wom-
en in uniform understood 
the risks and did their duty. 
In conflicts and wars, sadly 
there will be loss of life, but 
these brave heroes did not die 
in vain; they died protecting 
America, and also trying to 
liberate 90 million oppressed 

souls in Iran. Mr. Jackson, 
like so many Democrat lib-
erals, avoids common sense 
and decency when speaking 
about Republicans and con-
servatives, as if we were the 
enemy. We are not! We never 
championed defunding the 
police, having our country 
invaded by illegals; we never 
tried to kill Biden or Obama. 
But you guys did, and that is 
why you lose!

Welcome to Trump World
Rosario Milelli, Pleasanton

Donald Trump likes to por-
tray himself as the strongest 
president America has ever 
had, even embracing a com-
parison to Stalin. Then, we 
learned how he left Turkey.

Faced with a credible threat, 
Trump was secretly removed 
from Air Force One in a ca-
tering truck and placed aboard 
a smaller C-32A. More than 
100 staff, officials, and report-
ers remained aboard the 747, 
apparently serving as an un-
witting decoy.

Protect the president? Of 
course. But there is some-
thing disturbing about a 
president hiding while ev-
eryone around him continues 
aboard the aircraft an enemy 
might believe he is still on. 

If the danger was that se-
rious, why not get the pres-
ident safely away, hold the 
747 on the ground, and send 
it later after he was clear? 
Instead, the people traveling 
with him were used to pre-
serve the illusion that he was 
still aboard.

But here is the question I 

have not heard asked.
Why was Trump’s Qatari 

747 sent out of Turkey ahead 
of him, to England?

That aircraft does not have 
all the defensive capabilities 
of the existing Air Force 
One. My opinion is that this 
may explain exactly why it 
was moved out of harm’s 
way. If the legacy Air Force 
One had been destroyed, 
Trump would still have his 
new aircraft waiting for him 
in England.

Think about the priorities 
that suggests.

The president was pro-
tected. His new airplane was 
protected. Meanwhile, staff, 
crew, officials and reporters 
remained aboard the aircraft 
being presented to the world 
as Air Force One.

Perhaps there is another 
explanation. But until one is 
provided, the optics are ex-
traordinary.

A strong president protects 
the people around him.

A weak president makes 
sure he, and his airplane, sur-
vive.

Welcome to Trump World.

HEARTSTRINGS
(Continued from front page )

Nathan Buchanan, a Granada High graduate and former 
Eagle Scout with Livermore Boy Scout Troop 931, has joined 
Belcan Global Engineering in Indianapolis as a mechanical/
aerospace design engineer. He earned a mechanical 
engineering degree from Oregon State University. (Photo 
courtesy of Deborah and Donald Buchanan)

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 6)

Available only for a limited time!

Visit us online, give us a 
call, or scan the QR code 
to open your personal 
loan today!

*Rates and terms are subject to change and are based on creditworthiness. All loans are 
subject to credit approval. APRs available to approved applicants from 9.99% to 25.99% 
depending on credit history. Maximum loan amount is $40,000. Repayment terms range 
from 24 to 60 months. Payment Example: A $10,000 loan at 9.99% APR for 60 months 
results in a monthly payment of approximately $212.42. Offer 
available August 19, 2026, through September 30, 2026. Offer 
not valid on existing UNCLE Credit Union personal loans. 
Please visit www.unclecu.org/personal-loans for additional 
information on UNCLE personal loans.

A new school year often brings a long list of 
expenses. UNCLE’s Personal Loan Promotion can 
help you cover costs while keepying your monthly 
budget manageable.

9.99
Take 
advantage of 
rates as low as

%
APR*

on personal loans with terms 
up to 60 months!

WINE TASTING AND 
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS 

FRI 12pm - 4:30pm, SAT, SUN & MON 12pm - 4:30pm

LIVE MUSIC AND FOOD VENDORS
FRIDAYS 5pm 8pm & SAT/SUN 12pm to 4:30pm

WINE DOWN FRIDAY - HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 12pm - 8pm
$10 GLASS, $20 FLIGHTS, $10 MIMOSAS  & WINE SPECIALS

 

 

Make your online reservations at
reservations@retzlaffwinery.com
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TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
EVENTS
August 1–31
ART RECEPTION AND EXHIBITION
Presented by the Livermore Art Association, The Art of 
Becoming is a solo exhibition by mixed-media artist 
Stefanie Sylvester. Explore a vibrant collection of abstract 
acrylic, collage, and mixed media works that celebrate 
experimentation, creativity, and the beauty of the artistic 
journey. Meet the artist at the free reception on August 
14, from 6-8 p.m. at Robert Livermore Community 
Center Gallery Wall, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. See liver-
moreartassociation.org. 

SPARC FALL YOUTH THEATER CLASSES
Fall registration is now open for SPARC’s elementary and 
middle school classes in Livermore. Middle school actors 
(grades 6-8) will embark on an epic theatrical adventure 
bringing The Odyssey to life in this fun, ensemble-based 
theater program, meeting Mondays, 3:30–5:30 p.m., Aug. 
24–Nov. 13. Elementary school actors (grades 3-5) will 
bring Robin Hood to life, meeting on Thursdays, 3:30–5:30 
p.m., Aug. 27– Nov. 12. At SPARC Studio, 2172 Railroad 
Ave., Livermore. Price: $524. Register or learn more at 
sparctheater.org/after-school. Leave questions at educa-
tion@sparctheater.org. 

Saturday, August 22
THE WIZARD OF OZ
Valley Concert Chorale and Vine Cinema & Alehouse 
partner to present the 87th Anniversary Screening of The 
Wizard of Oz. Experience the iconic music, adventure, 
and magic of Oz in a theater setting. Closed captions 
will be displayed throughout the film so patrons can 
easily sing along. Enjoy complimentary coffee and donuts. 
Moviegoers of all ages are encouraged to come dressed 
in Oz-inspired attire for an interactive costume contest. 
On Aug. 22, at Vine Cinema & Alehouse in Livermore. 
Doors Open at 9:30 a.m.; movie starts at 10 a.m. General 
admission: $15, children (18 and younger): $5. Tickets at 
valleyconcertchorale.org.

Thursday, August 27
AMADOR VALLEY LIONS CLUB’S TRIVIA EVENT
The Amador Valley Lions Club is hosting a fundraising trivia 
event from 6-9 p.m. at the Dante Robere Winery in Liver-
more. Teams will comprise of no more than six adults.  The 
event will feature a buffet, trivia contest, silent auction, and 
raffle. The cost is $150 per couple ($75 per single) which 
includes a buffet dinner from Melo’s Pizza and one bottle 
of Dante Robere Wine per couple (two glasses of wine for 
singles).  Proceeds will benefit local non-profit charities 
serving the Tri-Valley area. For reservations and information, 
call 925-968-4800.

Saturday, August 29
ART TALKS AT CHOCOLATE FISH 
Livermore Art Association will be hosting Art Talks at 
Chocolate Fish Coffee Roasters in Livermore from 9-10:30 
a.m. Join fellow artists for a fun and casual creative 
meetup! Share your artwork, exchange ideas, discover 

new materials, and connect with others who love making 
art, whether you’re a beginner or a seasoned artist. See 
livermoreartassociation.org for more information.

ONGOING EVENTS 
FALL GRIEF WORKSHOPS
This eight-week series will be held at St. Elizabeth Seton 
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton, on Sept. 3, 9, 17, 
23, Oct. 1, 8, 15, and 22, starting at 7 pm.  Pre-registration 
and a one-time donation of $20 is required. Please go to 
catholicsofpleasanton.org and scroll down to Grief Ministry 
or call Barbara at 925-846-3904 for more info/registration. 
Open to all, regardless of religious affiliation.

DROP-IN GENEALOGY ASSISTANCE
Begin your family history search with assistance by 
members of the Livermore-Amador Genealogy Society. 
On the first Wednesday of each month, 10:30 — 12:30, at 
Livermore Public Library, Civic Center Branch, Room 135.

UNDERSTANDING ISLAM
On the third Saturday of every month from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
there will be a free class for those who would like to educate 
themselves about the world’s fastest growing religion, Islam, 
and the followers of this faith, Muslims. Offered at Islamic 
Center of Livermore.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
In AA, we don’t tell anyone to do anything. We talk about 
our own drinking, the trouble we got into, and how we 
stopped. To find a local meeting in person or online, visit 
valleyservicecenteraa.org or call the 24-hour hotline at 
925-829-0666.

SATURDAY PLEASANTON FARMERS MARKET  
Open Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Main Street and 
West Angela Street. Seniors 60 and over are welcome for 
specialized shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.  

SUNDAY LIVERMORE DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET   
Open year-round on Sundays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in downtown 
Livermore, on Second St. between J St. and L St. 

FOOD RELIEF SERVICES
Local residents can access vital food-assistance services to 
help meet basic needs. Food relief services can be found at:
St. Vincent De Paul Food locker, 458 Maple St., Livermore 
(behind St. Michaels Church); Mon/ Tues: 7-8 p.m., Wed/
Thu: 4-5 p.m.
Children’s Emergency Food Bank; 7421 Amarillo Rd., 
Dublin; appointments M-F, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 925-828-5363;
St. Raymond Catholic Church, 11555 Shannon Ave., Dublin; 
third Sat. of the month, 8 to 11 a.m.;
Open Heart Kitchen; M-F, noon to 5 p.m.; 450 N. Livermore 
Ave., Livermore;
Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry, 150 N. “L” Street, Livermore; 
925-449-1664 — M-Th, 1 to 5 p.m.; Fri/Sat 12 to 4 p.m.;
Alameda County Community Food Bank; 510-635-3663; 
M-F, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar and visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online

Taking “neighborhood watch” to a whole new level, this googly-eyed tree stump 
keeps tabs on East Vineyard Road in Pleasanton. (Photo courtesy of Tom Reif)

Reader Snapshots 
Share Your Best Shot
We are looking for local photos to feature in The Independent’s Reader Snapshots 
section.
Whether it’s a beautiful moment, a slice of Tri-Valley life or something that made you 
smile, we want to see it.
Email your image, full name, city of residence and a brief caption to editor@
independentnews.com for a chance to be featured in an upcoming issue.

OBITUARIES

Brian Holden Mayall, 93, died 
Aug. 5, 2026, at home, surround-
ed by family. A resident of Liver-
more for over 50 years, Brian was 

born and raised in Lancashire, 
England. After school at Malvern 
College, he attended Cambridge 
University where he met his wife 
of over 70 years, Susan (née 
Hayter). Brian completed his un-
dergraduate studies in Economics 

and Natural Sciences in 1954 and 
married Susan the following year. 
During this time, Brian completed 
his national service in the Royal 
Air Force as a Pilot Officer, and 
the couple welcomed their first 
child. In the late 1950s, the couple 
migrated to Canada where Brian 
studied medicine at the University 
of Western Ontario. 

After earning his MD, Brian 
began an expansive and influen-
tial career in cancer research. His 
career took him and his growing 
family to the United States where 
he worked at the Wistar Institute 
and University of Pennsylvania. 
He then moved to Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
and UC San Francisco. Through-
out his career, he authored over 
100 articles, contributing to the 
development of a new field. In 
addition to his own research, 
Brian founded and edited the 
scientific journal Cytometry. As 
editor, he worked with scientists 

around the globe to review and 
publish groundbreaking findings, 
and was described by peers as a 
“great editor, dear collaborator, 
generous and supportive to all.” 
A longtime friend and colleague 
noted, “He had a knack for stim-
ulating people to work together 
on research projects. He never 
pushed to get the spotlight, pre-
ferring to stay in the background 
enjoying the results of his col-
laborations.” Brian tended to be 
modest and much of his work 
was highly technical, so few 
among his family or friends may 
have fully grasped his impact, but 
his colleagues note that his work 
advanced our understanding of 
how cancer cells work, leading 
to more accurate diagnoses, 
better targeted treatments, and 
ultimately helping humanity. 

In addition to his professional 
career, Brian and Susan were 
fixtures in the local Livermore 
community, building and main-

taining numerous organizations. 
As an active member of Rotary, 
he played a leading role in the 
Polio Plus campaign, which had 
a global impact on infectious 
disease. He was a member of the 
Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Livermore (UUCiL) for over 50 
years, and supported the church 
as a board member, taking an 
active role in ministerial search 
committees and ensuring the 
church’s stable financial footing. 
His engagement with the broader 
community continued until the 
time of his death, and he repeat-
edly stepped up to contribute his 
time and expertise. 

Brian shared his love of the 
outdoor world with his family 
while hiking, sailing, swimming, 
and skiing (both cross-country 
and downhill). He read exten-
sively across many subjects and 
participated in book clubs. He 
relished a challenging jigsaw 
puzzle, and taught his children 

and grandchildren to increase 
the challenge by never looking 
at the picture on the box. He 
continued charging up hills well 
into his later years with friends 
in the Hillhikers club. In more 
recent years, he took on golf 
(which he generally did badly 
if enthusiastically, except for 
one cherished hole-in-one) and 
joined the local bridge club. He 
and Susan traveled the world, 
exploring Japan, New Zealand, 
Fiji, Malaysia, France, Denmark, 
the Netherlands, India and the 
Yucatan Peninsula. He also 
loved to spend time with Susan 
and his children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren at their 
beloved cottage in Bear Valley. 

Brian’s most recent CV list-
ed his family and children at 
the very top on the first page, 
above all his numerous academic 
achievements. He was a loving 
husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather who delighted 

in his family. 
Preceding him in death were 

his parents Rex and Madge May-
all; his brothers Lionel and Roger 
Mayall; and son-in-law Jos Hen-
kens. He is survived by his wife 
Susan; children William (Terri), 
Christine (TomEric), Kathryn, 
Alice (Daryl); nine grandchildren: 
Sabra (Gabe), Tess (Kendall), 
Sarah (Kathleen), Emma, Dylan, 
Johan (Katelyn), Ellie, Hannah, 
Owen; and six great-grandchil-
dren: Gemma, Enzo, Audrey, 
Matthew, Miller, May.

A memorial service is planned 
for Saturday, Sept. 26, 2026, in 
Livermore, California. 

An online guestbook is avail-
able for condolences at neptune-
society.com/obituaries.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
kindly requests that donations 
in Brian’s memory be made to 
PolioPlus Rotary International or 
Habitat for Humanity.

Brian Holden Mayall 
Nov. 14, 1932 — Aug. 5, 2026 

Ms. Carol Elizabeth “Goo-
gie” Boothe, aged 68, passed 
away on Aug. 4, 2026, in Searcy, 
Arkansas, after a brief illness at 
the Advanced Care Hospital of 
White Country. Born on July 
31, 1958, at St. Paul Hospital 
in Livermore, California, Carol 
lived a life filled with love, 
creativity, and devotion to her 
family and faith.

Growing up in Livermore, 
California, Carol attended pub-
lic schools and graduated from 
Granada High School as part 
of the Class of 1976. Her career 
spanned various industries in 
California, including silk screen-
ing and the airline industry. In 
2005, she relocated to Searcy, 
Arkansas, where she continued 
her professional journey until re-
tiring from Economic Recovery 
Consultants Inc. in 2023.

Carol shared a loving part-
nership with her husband, Curtis, 
for 30 years; they celebrated 23 
years of marriage together in 
Searcy.

She is also survived by her 
mother, Shelagh Boothe of Sear-
cy; her brother, Stephen Boothe 
and his wife, Kerry of Livermore; 
cousins, Judy Foot of De Valles 

Buff, Arkansas, Diane Huntley 
of LesIie, Arkansas, and Gari-
elle Reyniers of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; as well as her best 
friend, Gina Smith of Los Gatos, 
California. Carol was cherished 
by many other cousins locally 
and abroad.

She was predeceased by 
her father, Wallace Boothe of 
Searcy; grandmothers, Roxie 
Boothe Guss of Hazan, Arkansas 
and Julia Dunning of Adeliade, 
South Australia; grandfather, 
Alfred Dunning of Liverpool, 
United Kingdom; and several 
beloved uncles and aunts, Alvin 
and Catherine Wheatly of Searcy, 
Arkansas, Richard and Patsy 
Boothe of Hazen, Arkansas, 

Henry (Harry) Dunning of Llan-
dudno, North Wales, Anthony 
(Tony) Dunning of Adelaide, 
South Australia, Julia Gordon 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and 
Derek and Dorthy Hutton of 
Christchurch, New Zealand.

Carol’s life was enriched by 
her many interests and talents. 
She found joy in spending time 
with family and nature, express-
ing herself through visual arts, 
especially drawing, and im-
mersing herself in music with a 
particular fondness for Rock and 
Roll. She enjoyed documentaries 
like “Big History” and had a deep 
affection for animals, especially 
four-legged companions.

A woman of strong Christian 
values, Carol believed deeply 
in doing what is right, telling 
the truth, loving family un-
conditionally, forgiving others’ 
shortcomings, and helping those 
in need whenever possible. These 
principles guided her life and left 
an enduring legacy for those who 
knew her.

A private service will be held 
at a later date.

Arrangements entrusted with 
Powell Funeral Home of Searcy. 
www.powellfuneralhome.net

Carol Elizabeth Boothe
July 31, 1958 — Aug. 4, 2026

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

Thomas Rocco Manifesto, 
a devoted husband, father and 
grandfather, passed away Sun-
day, July 19, 2026, surrounded 
by love and family.  

Tom was born the third of 
five children. He is preceded 
in death by his parents, Joe and 
Evelyn Manifesto, his sister 
Mary, and sister-in-law Sandy.

Wow! What a ride!  Tom 
was born in Oakland to a warm, 
loving family. He went to Saint 
Louis Bertrand grammar school 
and Saint Elizabeth’s High 
School. He was a character. He 
was a pool shark, a motorcycle 
riding, fast car driving charmer 
who had a heart of gold. 

He began his career at 18 
years old as a car salesman. He 
met his wife, Patty, that same 
year, and they married three 
years later.  They raised their 
three daughters in Pleasanton 
and then Castro Valley. 

He was known throughout 
his career as a “Top Salesman”, 
winning numerous awards sell-
ing Chevrolets and Cadillacs.

He loved his many Fourth 

of July weeks at Rollins Lake 
and Tahoe, and the holidays 
he hosted at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with his family. He 
had an open-door policy; all 
were welcome. He enjoyed 
old movies and shoot-em-up 
westerns. He was fiercely loyal 
and completely generous. He 
fought to the bitter end — sur-
viving  a stroke, heart attack, two 
major surgeries, and one Russian 
nurse!  He rode hard and furious 
until his weathered body finally 
gave up. 

He is survived by his loving 
wife, Patty, and children Cindy 
and her husband Randy, Kim-
berly and her husband Steve, 
MaryAnn and her husband 
Brent, along with their eight 
grandchildren, Angelina, Lilia, 
Olivia, Zoie, Lexie, Isabella, 
Charlize and Savannah. He is 
also survived by his devoted 
brothers Joe, George and his 
wife Jann, Craig, his sister 
Bridget, and his in-laws Mike 
and Saz, Liz and Ric, Greg and 
Kathleen, along with numerous 
cherished nieces and nephews 
and wonderful friends. 

He died the way he lived; 
fought bullies, wrote his own 
rules, spoiled his family, and put 
family first! May his love and 
spirit watch over us and guide us. 

A celebration of life will take 
place at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 28, 2026, at St. Charles 
Borromeo Church at 1315 Lo-
mitas Ave., Livermore, CA.  

Reception to follow at the 
Manifesto and Torres home.

Thomas Rocco Manifesto
Dec. 2, 1949 — July 19, 2026

Resident of Livermore

GHS Class of ‘76 to Hold 50-Year Reunion
LIVERMORE — Granada 
High School (GHS) class of 
1976 will kick off its 50-year 
reunion with an on-campus 
barbeque at Alumni Plaza 
at 5 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 
25, prior to the 7:30 p.m. 
homecoming football game 
against Deer Valley.

Cost of the barbecue is $5. 
Following the game, alum-

ni will gather at a downtown 
location, yet to be announced, 
for pictures and conversation.

Then on Saturday, Sept. 

26, alumni will gather at 
the high school entrance for 
a group picture at 10 a.m., 
followed by a 90-minute tour 
of the campus.

The reunion will wrap up 
Saturday night with a rooftop 
dinner from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. at the Azotea Cocina & 
Cocktail Club, 2470 First St.

Cost of the buffet dinner 
is $100. There will also be a 
no-host bar. 

The alumni committee 
is asking that reservations 

be confirmed no later than 
Thursday, Sept. 11, by send-
ing payment via Venmo to 
@JJ-Olsen (phone last four 
digits 4375). Guest names 
should be noted in the Venmo 
comments section.

The committee has also 
arranged a discount rate for 
alumni at the blocked rooms 
in Livermore at the Hilton 
Garden Inn in Livermore.

For more information, 
contact Vicki Cutting Schaefer 
at vicschaefer58@gmail.com.
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C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

With deep sorrow, we an-
nounce the passing of Sheila 
Akins on July 19, 2026. She 
is leaving behind an enduring 
legacy of kindness, warmth, 
and service.

An adventurous soul, Shei-
la loved to travel and expe-
rience new places, and good 
food. She had a long career, 
retiring from Sandia National 
Laboratories. She was deeply 
engaged with her community 
as an active volunteer at the 
Bankhead, the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, and 

several local organizations.
Above all, Sheila treasured 

her family. She is deeply 
missed by her husband John; 
her children, Jon Akins, 
Kathy Garth, and Samantha 
Akins; and her grandchildren, 
Nicholas Mottin, Daniel Mot-
tin, Katie Schneider, Gabriel 
Akins, and Jessica Akins.

A Celebration of Life will 
take place starting at 11:00 
a.m. on Aug. 30, 2026, at 
Wente Vineyards. We wel-
come all who were impacted 
by Sheila’s kindness to gather 
in remembrance of a life so 

generously lived.

Sheila Akins 
Feb. 7, 1949 — July 19, 2026 

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

Teresa Jean “Terri” Mendo-
za, beloved wife, mother, daugh-
ter, sister, grandmother, and 
friend, passed away peacefully 
in her home on June 13, 2026, 
wrapped in the same love she 
spent her life giving so freely. 
Born at Saint Paul’s Hospital 
in Livermore on Oct. 17, 1957, 
she was the cherished daughter 
of Joe and Elvira Rodriguez of 
Livermore, who instilled in her 
the kindness, loyalty, and devo-
tion that shaped her life.

Terri grew up in Livermore 
and graduated from Grana-
da High School in 1975. She 
continued her education at Las 
Positas College, building the 
foundation for the career and 
friendships that would follow. 
Terri and Steven met in 1974, 
beginning a love that grew into 
a lifelong partnership. They 
were married in 1979, creating 
a home filled with warmth, 
laughter, and the quiet comfort 
of knowing they were always 
there for each other. Their home 
was her heart, and every project 
she touched carried her warmth 
and creativity.

As a mother, Terri was the 

steady center of her family. 
She is survived by her son 
Jason Mendoza of Martinez 
and daughter-in-law Ariana 
Brookes, and her daughter Jenni 
Dahl of Livermore and son-in-
law Daniel Dahl. Her grand-
children — Ava, Bina, Olivia, 
Hunter, and Dylan — were the 
lights of her life. She celebrated 
their milestones, nurtured their 
dreams, and filled their lives 
with love.

She shared a close connec-
tion with her sister, Jannette Too-
tle, and her brother-in-law Herb 
Tootle, both of Livermore. She 
also held dear her relationships 

with her sister-in-law Kathy 
McRoberts and her husband 
Rick of Stockton, and her sister-
in-law Misty Riendeau of Liv-
ermore. Terri was surrounded 
by family throughout her life, 
and on the day she passed, her 
loved ones, including her niec-
es, were by her side, offering 
comfort and love in her final 
moments.

For 35 years, Terri worked 
as an administrative assistant 
at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory, where 
she formed lifelong friendships. 
Her colleagues remember her as 
warm and always cheerful with 
a smile.

She loved to travel, and Yo-
semite and Hawaii were among 
the places that brought her the 
deepest peace and joy. A devoted 
San Francisco Giants fan, she 
cheered every season with heart.

Terri’s love, gentleness, and 
strength will forever live on in 
the people she touched.

A Mass will be held on Sept. 
12 at St. Charles Church in 
Livermore, followed by a cel-
ebration of life at Poppy Ridge 
in Livermore.

Teresa Jean Mendoza 
Oct. 17, 1957 — June 13, 2026 

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

It is with profound sadness 
and broken hearts that we 
announce the passing of our 
beloved daughter, Angelina 
Hermann, who passed away 
peacefully on Friday, July 24, 
surrounded by her loving fam-
ily, at the age of 25.

Angelina was born on Aug. 
24, 2000, in Pleasanton, Cali-
fornia, to Paul and Gina Her-
mann. She was raised alongside 
her brother, Nick Hermann, and 
her sister, Isabella Hermann, 
in a home filled with love, 
strong family values, laughter, 
and a deep appreciation for 
the many sports, activities, 
and adventures they shared 
together. From an early age, 
Angelina brought joy, laughter, 
and warmth to those around her.

Angelina had a remarkable 
gift for making everyone feel 
seen, valued, and welcomed. 
Her compassionate heart, radi-
ant smile, and quiet strength left 
a lasting impression on every-
one she met. She loved deeply, 
gave generously, and found joy 
in celebrating the people in her 
life. Her kindness, warmth, and 
unwavering love will continue 
to live on in the hearts of all 
who were blessed to know her.

Angelina attended schools 
in the Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District, includ-
ing Croce Elementary School, 
Christensen Middle School, 
and Livermore High School.

Throughout her school 
years, Angelina embraced 
many extracurricular activities 
and treasured the friendships, 
experiences, and sense of 
community they brought into 
her life. She attended summer 
camps through ENN (Ex-
ceptional Needs Network) at 
Camp Arroyo, participated 
in and volunteered with Lil’ 
Pardners Rodeo (Livermore 
Rodeo Special Needs Rodeo), 
and played Challenger Base-
ball through both Livermore 
Little League and Granada 
Little League.

Angelina’s brother, Nick, 
and sister, Isabella, were always 
by her side, supporting her as 
coaches, buddies, teammates, 
and her biggest fans. They 
shared many special experienc-
es together and helped Angelina 
feel included, encouraged, 
and celebrated in everything 
she did.

In return, Angelina was 
the best cheerleader for Nick 
and Isabella. She proudly sup-
ported them from the baseball 
and football fields to the rodeo 
arenas, always there to cheer 
them on, celebrate their ac-
complishments, and encourage 
them along the way. Their bond 
was filled with love, laughter, 
support, and countless mem-
ories that they will carry with 
them forever.

Angelina also absolutely 
loved her trips to Disneyland. 
Those visits were filled with 
excitement, laughter, and trea-
sured family memories. She 
loved the magic of Disneyland 
and the happiness it brought 
her, and her enthusiasm made 
those trips even more special 
for everyone who shared them 
with her.

The love between Ange-
lina, Nick, and Isabella was 
truly special. They were not 
only siblings, but each other’s 
supporters, companions, and 
biggest fans — a bond that will 
remain a cherished part of their 
lives forever.

In 2013, Angelina and her 
Challenger baseball team had 
the incredible opportunity to 

travel to Williamsport, Penn-
sylvania, for the Little League 
World Series, creating mem-
ories that she and her family 
would cherish forever.

Angelina was also a proud 
member of the Livermore High 
School Shooting Stars, earn-
ing a four-year varsity letter. 
Whether participating in sports, 
volunteering, attending camp, 
spending time with family 
and friends, or simply sharing 
her beautiful smile with those 
around her, Angelina brought 
her whole heart to everything 
she did.

Above all, Angelina was 
a beloved daughter, sister, 
granddaughter, family member, 
and friend. She had a beautiful 
ability to make others feel 
welcome and cared for. Her 
presence brought happiness to 
so many lives, and the love she 
gave so freely was one of her 
greatest gifts.

Angelina is survived by her 
loving parents, Paul and Gina 
Hermann; her brother, Nick 
Hermann; her sister, Isabella 
Hermann; her grandparents, 
Mario and Diana Marcon; her 
great-grandfather, Earl Sut-
phen; and her many beloved 
aunts, uncles, and cousins, 
including both first and second 
cousins, who were an important 
and cherished part of her life.

She was preceded in death 
by her grandparents, Richard 
Hermann and Sonia Hermann; 
her uncle, Nick Marcon; and 
her great-grandparents, Ruth 
and Tony Marcon, Charles and 
Violet Dasenzo, and Shirley 
Sutphen.

Our family is deeply grate-
ful for the overwhelming 
outpouring of love, prayers, 
kindness, and support we have 
received during this incredibly 
difficult time. Your compassion 
and generosity have meant 
more to us than words can ex-
press. We are sincerely thankful 
for every message, prayer, 
embrace, memory, and gesture 
of love that has surrounded our 
family.

A Catholic Mass celebrating 
Angelina’s life will be held on 
Friday, Aug. 28, at 1:00 p.m. at 
St. Augustine Catholic Church 
in Pleasanton, California.

Following the Mass, family 
and friends are invited to join 
us in the St. Augustine Church 
Hall for a memorial celebration 
and reception. This gathering 
will be a time to come together, 
share memories, and celebrate 
Angelina’s beautiful life. We 
will also have a video tribute 
celebrating Angelina’s life, 
along with an opportunity for 
family and friends to share 
stories and special memories 
of her.

We welcome everyone who 
knew and loved Angelina to 
join us as we remember, hon-
or, and celebrate the beautiful 
person she was and the lasting 
impact she made on so many 
lives.

Memorial Donations;
In lieu of flowers, those 

who wish to honor Angelina’s 
memory may consider making 
a donation in her name to either 
of the following organizations, 
both of which were meaningful 
to Angelina and our family.

Livermore Rodeo Foun-
dation Lil’ Pardners

Lil’ Pardners was a mean-
ingful part of Angelina’s life, 
providing her with opportu-
nities for friendship, partic-
ipation, inclusion, and joy. 
Supporting Lil’ Pardners in 
Angelina’s memory would be 
a beautiful way to continue her 
legacy and help provide those 
same experiences to others.

Donations may be made 
in Remembrance of Angelina 
Hermann:

Livermore Rodeo Founda-
tion Lil’ Pardners, P.O. Box 
646, Livermore, CA 94551, Tax 
ID: 80-0272028

Exceptional Needs Network 
(ENN)

Exceptional Needs Network 
and Camp Arroyo were also 
special parts of Angelina’s 
life. Through ENN, Angelina 
had opportunities to partici-
pate in summer camp, build 
friendships, experience new 
adventures, and simply enjoy 
being part of a community that 
embraced her for exactly who 
she was. Camp Arroyo provid-
ed experiences that brought 
Angelina happiness and created 
memories that will forever hold 
a special place in our family’s 
hearts.

A donation to Exceptional 
Needs Network in Angelina’s 
memory would help provide 
meaningful opportunities and 
experiences for other individu-
als and families, continuing the 
spirit of inclusion, friendship, 
and joy that meant so much to 
Angelina.

Donations may also be 
made in Angelina’s memory 
to Exceptional Needs Network 
through its online donation 
page or mail:

Exceptional Needs Net-
work, P.O. Box 3149, Liv-
ermore, CA 94551, Tax ID: 
48-1301380, website: ennet-
work.org

We are deeply grateful to 
everyone who chooses to honor 
Angelina in this way. Your gen-
erosity is a beautiful reflection 
of the love, kindness, inclusion, 
and compassion that Angelina 
shared so freely throughout 
her life.

Though our hearts are bro-
ken by the loss of our precious 
Angelina, we are grateful be-
yond words for the 25 years 
we were blessed to have her 
in our lives. We will forever 
treasure her beautiful smile, her 
laughter, her loving heart, her 
gentle spirit, and the countless 
memories she gave us.

Angelina’s life touched so 
many people. Her time with us 
was far too short, but the love 
she gave was immeasurable. 
The kindness she showed, the 
joy she shared, and the lives she 
touched will continue to carry 
her memory forward.

She will be deeply missed, 
forever cherished, and never 
forgotten. Her light will contin-
ue to shine through the count-
less lives she touched, and her 
memory will remain a blessing 
to all who loved her.

We love you, Angelina. 
Always and Forever.

Angelina Marie Hermann 
Aug. 24, 2000 — July 24, 2026 

In Loving Memory of Angelina Marie Hermann

Two devout souls left the 
world a lesser place with the 
passing of Miklos Borsody Sr. 
on Aug 10th, 2026, reuniting 
with his beloved wife of over 
60 years, Margaret Borsody 
(née Palla); she preceded him 
in death on June 3.

A Hungarian freedom fight-
er, proud American, construc-
tion worker, union brother, 
and dutiful father, Miklos was 
born Oct. 12, 1931, in Borcs, 
Hungary. Enduring both World 
War II and forced labor in a coal 
mine under the communists, he 
fled with his parents and two 
younger brothers after the 1956 
Hungarian Revolution, eventu-
ally settling in New York.

Miklos returned to Hungary 
in 1965 to marry Margaret and 
escort her to the U.S. They 
fashioned an American life to-
gether in Malverne, New York, 
raising their two sons while also 
providing for Miklos’ elderly 
parents in the same home. Mik-
los forged a career building, 
among several landmarks, the 
World Trade Center in New 
York, while Margaret cared for 
the elderly as a nursing assis-
tant. In 2008 they uprooted yet 
again to settle in Livermore in 
order to be close to their only 
grandchildren.

Miklos is preceded in death 
by his parents, Lajos and Anna 
(née Czethofer), older brother 

Lajos and older sister Maria 
Limp. Miklos is survived by his 
two younger brothers, Charlie 
and his wife Julie (née Gyuros), 
Janos and his wife Margaret 
(née Klingler). They are both 
survived by their two sons, 
Miklos Jr. and his wife Stacey 
(née Doljack) and Alex and his 
wife Paivi (née Heikkonen), 
and their two grandchildren, 
Alex and Daniel.

A celebration of his life will 
be held on Aug. 20, 2026, at St. 
Michael Catholic Church in 
Livermore; Visitation starting 
at 10 a.m. followed by Mass 
at 12 p.m.

Miklos Borsody Sr. 
Oct. 12, 1931 — Aug. 10, 2026 

John Thomas Miller Jr. passed 
away after a long, well-lived life, 
in the early morning of Aug. 13, 
2026. John was born in 1932 to 
an immigrant family. His father 
immigrated from Croatia (then 
Austria-Hungary), and settled in 
Oakland, California, where John 
was born. John graduated from 
Castlemont High School.

John and the love of his life, 
Loretta (Null), both attended UC 
Berkeley. John began his lifelong 
career as a journalist with the 
Oakland Tribune in 1954 and took 
great pride in working the “local 
beat” with an office in Livermore 
for most of his 36-year career. He 
married Loretta in 1956, and they 
moved to Livermore in 1958, 
where they remained and raised 
their three children.

John and Loretta loved to 
travel, and favored destinations 
such as Hawaii, New Orleans, 
Las Vegas, Cape Cod, Santa Fe, 
and Carmel-by-the-Sea, where 
they honeymooned. They were 
stalwart patrons of the arts and 
humanities, attending Mozart and 
Bach festivals annually. “Papa” 
never missed his grandchildren’s 
performances and sporting events, 
attending every musical, opera, 
ballet basketball, or soccer game 

each were in.
John was passionate about 

political issues, including so-
cial justice and civil rights, and 
supported a number of political 
causes. In addition, John was an 
animal-lover, and he spent his later 
years supporting various issues 

through philanthropy. In particular, 
he was a patron of the WWF and 
ICF (among others) throughout 
his life.

The Millers lived their lives 
surrounded by their children and 
grandchildren, and they positively 
relished each moment with their 
extended family. Each holiday was 
spent crowded at over-full tables in 
their home, with laughter and love 
filling every inch of space.

John is survived by his three 
children and their spouses, David 
(Janet) Miller, Carolyn (Philip) 
Reggiardo, and Steven (Satomi) 
Miller, his grandchildren, Chloe 
(James) Jaramillo, Sarah (Andrew) 
Winter, Jack (Minori) Miller, Alli-
son (Adrian) Avobridge, Abigail 
Miller PhD, and John (Amanda) 
Reggiardo, and his great-grand-
child, Lena Miller. He was con-
stantly intellectually curious, and 
had a wide range of interests, 
including literature, music, art, 
and science. His bright mind, 
sharp wit, and generous, loving 
personality will be deeply missed.

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider a charitable donation to John 
and Loretta’s favorite charity, 
Diabetes Youth Families (DYF). 
Donations can be made at dyf.
org/give.

John Thomas Miller, Jr. 
July 10, 1932 — Aug. 13, 2026

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

With profound sadness, we 
announce the passing of Patricia 
“Pat” Dugan on June 9, 2026, 
just three days before her 87th 
birthday, due to complications 
from Alzheimer’s disease.

Pat was born and raised in 
Toledo, Ohio, alongside her 
younger sisters, Eloise and 
Kristine. Shortly after grad-
uating from high school, she 
set out on an adventure that 
would shape the rest of her life, 
driving from Ohio to California 
with her best friends in a little 
Nash Metropolitan. Pat made 
California her home, where 
she met her husband Dave, and 
together they built a family and 
a marriage that lasted nearly 
64 years.

Pat looked for the good in 
people and in every situation, 
rarely complained, and met 

life’s challenges with “a glass 
half-full” approach. Easygoing 
and agreeable by nature, she 
brought a calming presence 
wherever she went, and was 
deeply dedicated to the people 
she loved. Pat loved travel and 
the outdoors, especially camp-

ing and spending time tending 
to her flower gardens.

She is survived by her 
sisters; her three daughters: 
Debbie Giorgio (Larry), Pam 
Lopes (Mark), and Michelle 
Alvarez (Mark); her seven 
grandchildren; and her eight 
great-grandchildren. Her legacy 
lives on through the family she 
cherished, and the countless 
lives she enriched with her com-
passion, warmth, and dignity.

Though her family and 
friends will miss her deeply, 
they take comfort in the mem-
ories they shared and in the 
enduring example of a life lived 
with love, generosity, and quiet 
strength.

A celebration of life will be 
held in Livermore in September. 
Please contact a family member 
for details.

Patricia Joyce Dugan
June 12, 1939 — June 9, 2026 

In Loving Memory of Patricia “Pat” Dugan
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By David Scholz

DUBLIN — With what its 
backers hope will be a feeder 
for big time cricket, the Tri 
Valley is now home to one 
of the Los Angeles Knight 
Riders nationwide training 
academies.

The Dublin academy is 
a byproduct of a partnership 
between the Major League 
Cricket club and CricMax 
Connect that has formed a 
national network of Knight 
Riders Cricket Academies to 
develop youth cricket across 
the United States.

The 6,700-square-foot 
Elite indoor cricket facility, 
located at 6800 Sierra Ct., 
Suite D, in Dublin, held its 
official grand opening on Sun-
day with a ribbon cutting by 
local dignitaries and hands-on 
opportunities for youngsters 
with Knight Riders players.

Dublin Mayor Sherry Hu 
expressed excitement about 
the arrival of the Knight Rid-
ers academy. She viewed it as 
not only a resource for Dublin 
families, but also a draw for 
young athletes throughout 
the Tri-Valley and the greater 
Bay Area.

“I think it fits Dublin beau-
tifully,” she said, calling the 
city one of the most diverse 
communities in the Bay Area.

Pradeep Routray, CEO of 

Elite Indoor Cricket, brings 
prior experience as a mentor 
and coach at Fallon Middle 
School and John Green El-
ementary School, both in 
Dublin, and as a cricket ad-
visor at Dublin High School 
to this expanded after-school 
and weekend venture with the 
2026 Major League Cricket 
champions.

“Cricket Sports devel-
opment is my passion and 
hobby,” he said. “Our focus 
is making (a) feeder to MLC 
by nurturing young talent.”

He likened the academy 
to how professional soccer 
globally establish academies 
to develop young talent for 
their clubs.

Routray arrived from India 
in 2008 and worked for Oracle 
in microsystems for the next 
16 years. During that time, 
he also played cricket on a 
company team. But he was 
seeking something more: 
“I was looking for a way to 
pursue my passion.”

Recalling how he learned 
the game from his father 
without the benefit of an 
academy before playing in 
college, Routray said the 
Dublin endeavor is a dream 
come true as a means to help 
local youth embrace the game 
and develop their skills.

He noted that “close to 
a million dollars” has been 

invested in the facility which 
features four lanes — two of 
which are mostly dedicated 
to batting. It also has access 
to renting outdoor nets from 
the City of Dublin as part of 
the venture.

For the past two Junes the 
Oakland Coliseum played 
host to Major League Cricket 
regular season action, and last 
month, the league returned 
to the historic venue for the 
2026 season playoffs and 
finals.  Routray regarded this 
as “huge” for the growth of 
the sport among youths.

“There is a lot of aspiration 
for youth (and playing crick-
et),” he said. “Major League 
Cricket brings a lot of value.”

The Dublin facility caters 
to players from ages 5 to 
19.  With those possessing 
exceptional skills supported 
by the academy’s coaching 
and scouting, Routray is opti-
mistic that local talent might 
break into the major-league 
level after  cricket makes its 
official Olympic return at the 
2028 Los Angeles games.

So far, he has 100 players, 
with up to 40 players register-
ing at the recent grand open-
ing event. By the end of 2027, 
the number will be capped at 
200. Players training at the 
facility will form teams to 
compete in tournaments.

Costs range from $150 to 

$250 per month, depending 
on the number of sessions, or 
$450 per quarter. Scholarships 
are available for players need-
ing financial assistance.

Five levels of develop-
ment are offered at the Dublin 
LAKR academy with cer-
tified coaches determining 
placement. These include 
Future Stars  — Discover 
(fun, movement, cricket ba-
sics, and modified game); 
Foundation — Build (funda-
mentals, technique, athletic 
movement and confidence); 
Development  — Compete 
(match skills, decision mak-
ing, game awareness and 
competitive mindset); Ad-

vanced — Perform (techni-
cal mastery, specialist skills, 
match performance and under 
pressure); Elite / Pro Progress 
(individual plan, advanced 
prep, high-performance and 
Level-aligned).

“We bring quality to the 
table,” said Routray, “We 
work with all (members) of 
the cricket community.”

“My dream is helping 
players to play on the interna-
tional stage,” he said.

The new academy is also 
seen as a complement to the 
heavy investment the city 
has made in sports facilities, 
including Fallon Sports Park’s 
premier cricket field with five 

pitches, along with batting 
cages.

“This is about much more 
than cricket,” said Hu. “Sports 
teach young people discipline, 
teamwork, confidence and 
persistence.”

Coaches at the grand open-
ing noted that to become a 
champion, one needs to know 
what they are going to do to-
day, this week, this month and 
this year to get there.

“I really believe in that. 
Having a dream is wonderful, 
and then you need a plan, 
good coaches and people who 
will guide you and hold you 
accountable along the way,” 
Hu said.

GROWTH
(Continued from front page )

FENTANYL
(Continued from front page )

LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624729

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Q Bar Project, 5692 
Stonecliff Vista LN, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Clean 
& Collected, LLC, 5692 Stonecliff 
Vista LN, Pleasanton, CA 94566. 
This business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Enrique Martinez Perez, Manag-
ing Member. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 15, 2026. Expires 
July 14, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6947. Published July 
30, August 6, 13, 20, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624633

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Shahinian Tashjian 
Architecture, 2464 Harewood 

DR, Livermore, CA 94551 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Ema Shahinian, 
2464 Harewood DR, Livermore, 
CA 94551. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Ema Shahinian, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on July 
10, 2026. Expires July 9, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6948. Published July 30, August 
6, 13, 20, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624691

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Livermore Amador 
Symphony Guild, 583 Bell Ave, 
Livermore, CA 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Livermore Amador Sym-
phony Association, 1216 Ries-
ling Circle, Livermore, CA 94550. 
This business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on 4/7/2006. 

Signature of Registrant/s/: Ju-
dith A. McMurry, Treasurer. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on July 
14, 2026. Expires July 13, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6949. Published July 30, August 
6, 13, 20, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624568

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Roto Rooter Plumb-
ing & Water Cleanup, 5717 
Brisa ST, Livermore, CA 94550 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Roto Rooter 
Services Company, 255 East 
Fifth Street, Suite 2500, Cincin-
nati, OH 45202.This business 
is conducted by a Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 6/1/2026. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Brian C. Judkins, 
Secretary/General Counsel. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on July 
8, 2026. Expires July 7, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6950. Published July 30, August 
6, 13, 20, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624792

The following person(s) doing 
business as: AJ Properties, 
4900 Hopyard RD, Suite 100, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): A & J Investment 
Solutions, Inc., 4900 Hopyard 
RD, Suite 100, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 7/20/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: John Wu, CEO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
July 20, 2026. Expires July 19, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6951. Published July 30, 
August 6, 13, 20, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624803

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Woof Gang Bakery 
& Grooming Livermore, 2050 
Portola Ave, Suite E, Livermore, 
CA 94551 is hereby registered 

by the following owner(s): 
Grandmother’s House LLC, 
2618 S. Fresno Ave, Stock-
ton, CA 95206. This business 
is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
7/16/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Trina Sanders, Member. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
July 20, 2026. Expires July 19, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6952. Published July 30, 
August 6, 13, 20, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624750

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. Airsure; 2. 
Airsure Auto, 2323 Broadway, 
Oakland, CA 94612 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Airsure LLC, 2323 
Broadway, Oakland, CA 94612. 
This business is conducted by 
a Limited Liability Company. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 

Anthony Lee, Managing Mem-
ber. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 16, 2026. Expires 
July 15, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6953. Published July 
30, August 6, 13, 20, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624836

The following person(s) doing 
business as: R & S Overhead 
Doors & Gates, 31298 San 
Antonio Street, Hayward, CA 
94544 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): R & S 
Erection of Southern Alameda 
County, Inc., 31298 San Anto-
nio Street, Hayward, CA 94544. 
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Gerald Trask Jr.. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on July 21, 2026. 
Expires July 20, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6954. 
Published July 30, August 6, 13, 
20, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624850

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Hyprstart; 2. Bill-
gone, 3099 Boardwalk Street, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588-2903 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): John Morse, 3099 
Boardwalk Street, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588-2903. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: John Morse, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
July 122, 2026. Expires July 21, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6955. Published July 30, 
August 6, 13, 20, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624315

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Seeker’s Clinical 
Bodywork, 5980 Stoneridge 
Drive, Suite 105, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Seeker’s Soul Therapy LLC, 

2242 Via Espada, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566. This business 
is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Hubert Tai, Manging Member. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 26, 2026. Expires June 
25, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6956. Published July 
30, August 6, 13, 20, 2026.

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER

ESTATE OF: SHI LIU
Case No. 26PR201065

To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, contingent creditors and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of SHI LIU a.k.a. Shi 
Liu. A Petition for Probate has 
been filed by: ANDY SHU, in 
the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of ALAMEDA. The 
petition for probate requests 
that ANDY SHU be appointed 
as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the 
decedent. The petition requests 

Dublin Home for the Latest LA 
Knight Riders Cricket Academy

A young player takes a turn in the batting nets against Los Angeles Knight Riders Cricket 
Academy beginners coach Esha Kunari during a free skills clinic at Sunday’s grand 
opening of the Elite Indoor Cricket facility in Dublin. (Photo courtesy of Pradeep Routray)

have picnics and enjoy other 
recreational activities.

Qaadri said rankings do 
not fully capture residents’ 
experiences.

“However, rankings only 
tell part of the story,” he 
said. “Through our citywide 
survey and expanded com-
munity engagement, we have 
learned from our residents 
that they feel heard, and that 
responsiveness is just as im-
portant as any single metric.”

He said residents across 
generations experience the 
results of the city’s invest-
ments.

“Longtime residents feel 
it in their neighborhoods. 
Young families see real op-
portunity here,” Qaadri said. 
“That’s not an accident. It’s 
the result of sustained invest-
ment paired with a council 
that listens and responds to 
the people it serves.”

The city is also expand-
ing its cultural offerings 
as it prepares to open the 
13,500-square-foot Dublin 
Arts Center at Civic Plaza 
in fall 2026.

The center will feature 
a black box theater, an art 
gallery and studios for music, 
dance, ceramics and other 
arts programs.

Housing development has 
also transformed Dublin’s 
landscape and brought more 
residents to the area.

“New housing, safe 
ne ighborhoods ,  fami -
ly-friendly amenities, and 
our location at the crossroads 
of I-580/I-680 along with 
two BART stations have fu-
eled Dublin’s growth,” City 
Manager Colleen Tribby told 
The Independent.

Dublin’s population in-
creased by 61.7% between 
2010 and 2020, rising from 

46,036 to 74,458 residents, 
according to California De-
partment of Finance figures 
provided by the city.

U.S. News also con-
sidered transportation and 
commute times. Residents 
have an average commute of 
31.2 minutes, nine minutes 
longer than the national 
average.

Most commuters drive 
to work, while others use 
public transportation, walk 
or travel by bicycle. The 
Dublin/Pleasanton and West 
Dublin/Pleasanton BART 
stations connect the area to 
the wider Bay Area.

Housing costs were an-
other factor in the ranking. 
In 2025, Dublin’s median 
home value was $1,283,390, 
compared with the national 
average of $359,870.

However, Dublin house-
holds also earn substantially 
more than the national medi-
an. The city’s median house-
hold income is $211,868, 
compared with $83,181 na-
tionwide.

According to U.S. News, 
Dublin has a healthier job 
market than similarly sized 
metro areas. In 2023, the 
city’s unemployment rate 
was 3.4%, compared with 
4.5% nationwide.

Despite those strong 
job-market figures, creat-
ing more employment op-
portunities within Dublin 
remains a priority. At the 
July 30 Tri-Valley Mayors 
Luncheon, Mayor Sherry Hu 
said that after three decades 
of residential construction, 
the city is shifting its focus 
toward commercial devel-
opment to help keep more 
jobs local.

Tribby said Dublin’s next 
stage of growth will require 

long-term planning.
“As the city nears build-

out, that growth will naturally 
slow,” Tribby said. “Through 
strong planning and fiscal 
management, we’re focused 
on keeping Dublin a place 
people are proud to call home 
for generations to come.”

That shift will also influ-
ence how officials approach 
future projects.

“The city will continue 
to grow and evolve with 
the community, and we’re 
committed to thoughtfully 
developing the community to 
buildout,” Tribby said. “That 
means we must ensure long-
term financial sustainability 
through discipline and care-
ful planning.”

She said the work also 
extends to what Dublin has 
already built.

“One thing that we have 
been particularly good at in 
Dublin is being proactive 
about taking care of our pub-
lic assets,” Tribby said. “That 
means avoiding deferred 
maintenance and keeping our 
facilities in the excellent con-
dition our residents expect 
and value. These investments 
are how we keep Dublin a 
great place to live.”

As development con-
tinues, Alameda County 
is weighing plans for a 
Tri-Valley Multiuse Event 
Center near the intersec-
tion of Martinelli Way and 
Arnold Road, close to the 
Dublin/Pleasanton BART 
station. The proposed ven-
ue would include about 
100,000 square feet of event 
space, with room for 12 
basketball courts or 24 vol-
leyball courts, and could 
accommodate up to 5,000 
attendees for performances 
and other events.

disrupt and dismantle fentanyl 
criminal enterprises and pre-
vent fentanyl from reaching 
California communities. Bu-
reau of Investigation teams 
in Dublin, Sacramento, Los 
Angeles and San Diego work 
with local and federal law 
enforcement agencies.

“It’s a huge crisis,” Green-
hagen said of fentanyl. “You 
hear it on the news; it’s a 
substance that’s becoming a 
lot more common.”

Statewide, the DOJ seized 
about 17.5 million fentanyl 
pills and 7,174 pounds of 
fentanyl powder from April 
2022 through June 30, 2026. 
The department reported that 
the seized powder alone was 
equivalent to roughly 32.6 
million pills, bringing the 
total impact to over 50 million 
potential doses alongside 623 
fentanyl-related arrests during 
that period.

Staffing shortages also 
affect firearms enforcement. 
Division of Law Enforcement 
special agents investigate 
illegal firearm possession and 
recover firearms from people 
prohibited from possessing 
them.

The DOJ’s Armed and 
Prohibited Persons System 
identifies people who legally 
acquired firearms, but later 
became prohibited from pos-
sessing them and failed to 
relinquish them. In 2025, the 
DOJ investigated and closed 
8,667 APPS cases and recov-
ered 1,437 firearms statewide.

Greenhagen said vacan-
cies can frequently expand 
agents’ territories, with some 
conducting enforcement 

operations at night and on 
weekends.

“The more agents we have, 
the better we can serve our com-
munities,” Greenhagen said. 
“More firearm agents mean get-
ting more guns out of the hands 
of prohibited people. More 
fentanyl agents mean stopping 
big-time dealers or suppliers in 
these communities.”

Alan Barcelona, a Cali-
fornia DOJ special agent and 
president of the California 
Statewide Law Enforcement 
Association, and Greenhagen 
pointed to high living costs, 
long commutes and com-
petition from higher-paying 
local agencies as barriers to 
recruiting and retaining ex-
perienced agents.

“The state is dealing with 
huge budget deficits, and I’m 
not pointing fingers,” Barce-
lona said. “They obviously 
don’t have the manpower and 
the pay to cover these issues. 
We’ve had that for quite a 
while, and we haven’t been 
able to get the state to ade-
quately fix that issue.”

Many agents assigned to 
Dublin live in the Sacramento 
region or Central Valley, with 
some commuting about 90 
minutes each way because 
of Bay Area housing costs. 
Greenhagen said high hous-
ing costs can make it difficult 
for agents who want to buy 
homes and raise families near 
the Dublin office.

DOJ special agents earn 
between $7,454 and $12,834 
per month, while special agent 
trainees earn between $5,139 
and $6,931 per month, ac-
cording to state salary data. 

Greenhagen said the pay can 
make recruitment difficult, be-
cause prospective agents can 
often earn more by remaining 
with local agencies.

“A decade back, we didn’t 
have this issue,” Greenhagen 
said. “The individuals in that 
office, most of them don’t 
even live in the Bay Area. 
They either commute from the 
Sacramento area or the Cen-
tral Valley, and they commute 
to the office.”

Barcelona said addressing 
vacancies requires state lead-
ers to make funding for spe-
cial agents a budget priority. 
He said the Legislature and 
governor’s office determine 
where state resources are 
directed.

CSLEA has taken its staff-
ing concerns directly to law-
makers. Barcelona, Green-
hagen and other association 
leaders met with 17 legislative 
offices in February to discuss 
vacancy rates, competitive 
pay, recruitment and retention 
and public safety concerns, 
as lawmakers considered the 
state budget.

“I think that if they really 
sat back and decided, ‘Oh, we 
need to hire more agents,’” 
Barcelona said, “they could 
carve money out to make that 
happen.”

Both agents encouraged 
residents to contact state leg-
islators and advocate for ad-
ditional funding for special 
agents, saying greater public 
pressure could help address 
staffing shortages and provide 
more resources to combat 
fentanyl, illegal firearms and 
other crimes.
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authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to 
take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant 
the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows:
August 28th, 2026
9:45 AM in Department 201
located at
Superior Court of California, 
County of Alameda 
2120 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Way, Berkeley, CA  94704
If you object to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear 
at the hearing and state your 
objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney. 
If you wish to appear by remote 
video technology, you should 
contact the court or visit https://
www.alameda.courts.ca.gov/
divisions/probate/hearings for 
more information.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, 
you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed 
by the court within the later of 
either (1) four months from the 
date of first issuance of letters to 
a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) 
of the California Probate Code, 
or (2) 60 days from the mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other 
California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights 
as a creditor. You may want to 
consult with an attorney knowl-
edgeable in California Law. You 
may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (Form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Andy Shu,
representing pro per.
2805 Hoya Cmn
Livermore, CA 94551
The Independent, Legal No. 
6957. Published August 6, 13, 
20, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625050

The following person(s) doing 
business as: The Black Cat, 
2241 1ST Street, Livermore, 
CA 94550 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Kalle 
Nueva LLC, 1537 Marina DR, 
Lathrop, CA 95330. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Krista Monique Lucero, Manging 
Member. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 31, 2026. Expires 
July 30, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6958. Published Au-
gust 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624693

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Andy’s Family Auto 
Repair, 39990 Fremont Blvd, 
Fremont, CA 94538 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Andy’s Family Auto Repair 
LLC, 39990 Fremont, CA 94538. 
This business is conducted by 
a Limited Liability Company. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 7/1/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Shaunt Shah-
karami, Manging Member. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
July 14, 2026. Expires July 13, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6959. Published August 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624997

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: MH Property 
Management, 7359 Glenoaks 
Way, Dublin, CA 94568 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Michelle Ha, 7359 
Glenoaks Way, Dublin, CA 
94568. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
7/23/2026. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Michelle Ha, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
July 29, 2026. Expires July 28, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6960. Published August 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624225

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Perfect Samples, 
39149 Guardino Drive, APT 150, 
Fremont, CA 94538 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Harpreet Malik, 39149 
Guardino Drive, APT 150, Fre-
mont, CA 94538. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Harpreet Malik, Own-
er. This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 23, 2026. Expires June 22, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6961. Published August 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 624918
The following person(s) doing 
business as: David Family Den-
tistry, 148 Best Ave, San Lean-
dro, CA 94577 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
Vicente David Jr., 148 Best Ave, 
San Leandro, CA 94577. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on 2/3/2003. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Vi-
cente David Jr., Owner This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
July 24, 2026. Expires July 23, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6962. Published August 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624678

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Crime Scene 
Crystals, 2715 Markham Court, 
Hayward, CA 94542 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Forensic Consultation 
LLC, 2715 Markham Court, 
Hayward, CA 94542. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
6/23/2026. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Michelle Rippy, CEO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
July 13, 2026. Expires July 12, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6963. Published August 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624802

The following person(s) doing 
business as: SarraS, 717 Euclid 
Ave, Berkeley, CA 94708 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Sarras AI, Inc., 717 
Euclid Ave, Berkeley, CA 94798. 
This business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on 6/8/2026 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Dan-
iel Ortega, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on July 20, 
2026. Expires July 19, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6964. 
Published August 6, 13, 20, 27, 
2026.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 608261

The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use of the 
following fictitious business 
name(s). Entropy Cellars, 2720 
Marina Ave, Livermore, CA 
94550. Registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Jeffery Roberts, 
2720 Marina Ave, Livermore, 
CA 94550. The fictitious busi-
ness name statement was filed 
on 2/29/2024 in the County of 
Alameda. This business was 
conducted by an Individual. Sig-
nature of Registrants:/s/: Jeffery 
Roberts, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on July 23, 2026. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6964. Published August 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624688

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Thai & Lao Lan-
guage Services, 1442 A Walnut 
ST, #256, Berkeley, CA 94709 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Benjawan Terlecky, 
1442A Walnut ST, #246, Berke-
ley, CA 94709. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
2/15/1996. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Benjamin Terlecky, 
Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 14, 2026. Expires 
July 13, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6966. Published Au-
gust 13, 20, 27, September 3, 
2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624463

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bay Energy Com-
pliance, 1651 Alvarado Court, 
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): John Daley, 1651 
Alvarado Court, Livermore, CA 
94551. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
6/14/2026. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: John Daley, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 2, 2026. Expires July 1, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6967. Published August 13, 
20, 27, September 3, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625085

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Eigth Crest Strate-
gies, 4 Commodore Drive, Unit 
321. Emeryville, CA 94608 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Eight Crest Strat-
egies LLC, 4 Commodore Drive, 
Unit 321, Emeryville, CA 94608. 
This business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Kok Seong Lim, Principal. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
August 3, 2026. Expires August 
2, 2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6968. Published August 13, 
20, 27, September 3, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624960

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Amjmark, 2441 
Euclid PL, Fremont, CA 94539 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Amjcore Inc., 
46539 Mission BLVD #1007, 
Fremont, CA 94539. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 2/2/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Abdulhakim 
Abushaala, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on July 27, 2026. 
Expires July 26, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6969. 
Published August 13, 20, 27, 
September 3, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625125

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Krizma Studio, 95 
41st ST, APT 401, Oakland, CA 
94611 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Nicholas 
Pierson, 95 41st ST, APT 401, 
Oakland, CA 94611. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 8/3/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Nicholas PIer-
son, Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on  August 4, 2026. 
Expires August 3, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6970. 
Published August 13, 20, 27, 
September 3, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624983

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Livermore Valley 
Cottages, 3459 Arroyo Road, 
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): LWCI LLC, 220 S. 
Livermore, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. The registrant 
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed above on N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: L. Mi-
chelle Boss, Managing Member. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
July 28, 2026. Expires July 27, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6971. Published August 13, 
20, 27, September 3, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625142

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Tri-Valley Solar 
Care, 363 Helen Way, Livermore, 
CA 94550 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Chris 
Fragoso, 363 Helen, CA 94550. 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
9/18/2023. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Chris Fragoso, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
August 5, 2026. Expires August 
4, 2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6972. Published August 13, 
20, 27, September 3, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625161

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Denviva Dental, 
1402 Concannon Blvd, Liver-
more, CA 94550 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
Karan S. Randhawa DMD, Inc., 
2473 Detert Street, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Karan S. Randhawa, President. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
August 5, 2026. Expires August 
4, 2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6973. Published August 13, 
20, 27, September 3, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624871

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Northern Lights 
and Music, 4426 Pampas Ave, 
Oakland, CA 94619 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Aaron Spading, 4426 
Pampas Ave, Oakland, CA 
94619. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
7/22/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Aaron Spading, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
July 22, 2026. Expires July 21, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6974. Published August 13, 
20, 27, September 3, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625223

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Ms. Carmen’s Kind-
er Casa, 860 Herman Ave, Suite 
#102, Livermore, CA 94551 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Carmen Meneses, 
860 Herman Ave, Suite #102, 
Livermore, CA 94551. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 8/5/2013. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Carmen Me-
neses, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on August 7, 2026. 
Expires August 6, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6975. 
Published August 13, 20, 27, 
September 3, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625132

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Iron Horse Prop-
erties; 2. Ross Property Man-
agement, 280 Division Street, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Iron Horse Holdings, 
280 Division, Street, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
2/5/2024. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Erica Starkey, CEO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
August 4, 2026. Expires August 
3, 2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6976. Published August 13, 
20, 27, September 3, 2026.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 603867

The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use of the 
following fictitious business 
name(s). Iron Horse Properties, 
550 Main ST, Pleasanton, CA 
94566. Registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Starkey Holdings, 
Inc., 550 Main ST, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566 The fictitious busi-
ness name statement was filed 
on 2/5/2024 in the County of 
Alameda. This business was 
conducted by an Individual. Sig-
nature of Registrants:/s/: Erica 
Starkey, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on August 4, 2026. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6977. Published August 13, 20, 
27, , September 3, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625103

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Mel’s Magic; 2. 
Mel’s Magic Bags, 960 Shore-
point CT, Apt 311, Alameda, CA 
94501 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Protygen 
LLC, 1401 21st ST, Ste R, Sacra-
mento, CA 95811. This business 
is conducted by a Limited Liabili-
ty Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Melania 
J. Rivas Lemoine, Member. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
August 4, 2026. Expires August 
3, 2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6978. Published August 20, 
27, September 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625215

The following person(s) doing 
business as: LBF Enterprises,  
1264 Stealth ST, Livermore, CA 
94551 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Pow-
ermatic Associates, Inc., 1264 
Stealth ST, Livermore, CA 94551. 
This business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on 7/1/1972. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Frank 
Nudo III, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on August 7, 2026. 
Expires August 6, 2031. The 

Independent, Legal No. 6979. 
Published August 20, 27, Sep-
tember 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624544

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Mothers Kitchen, 
1857 Rheem Court, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Uma 
Annamalai, 1857 Rheem Court, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on 7/1/2026. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Uma 
Annamalai, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on July 7, 
2026. Expires July 6, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6980. 
Published August 20, 27, Sep-
tember 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624546

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Chettinad Kitchen, 
1857 Rheem Court, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): San-
jiv P. Annamalai, 1857 Rheem 
Court, Pleasanton, CA 94588. 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
7/1/2026. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Sanjiv P. Annamalai, 
Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on July 7, 2026. Expires 
July 6, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6981. Published Au-
gust 20, 27, September 3, 10, 
2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625178

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Willamette Interna-
tional Travel, 1677 Shattuck Ave, 
Berkeley, CA 94709 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Going Places Travel, 
Inc., 1677 Shattuck Ave, Berke-
ley, CA 94709. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 8/1/2026. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Kevin Saxe, Man-
aging Director. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on August 6, 2026. 
Expires August 5, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6982. 
Published August 20, 27, Sep-
tember 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625253

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Lunure; 2. Lunure 
Baby, 1313 Lincoln Avenue, Apt 
C, Alameda, CA 94501 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Jessica Murray, 1313 
Lincoln Avenue, Apt C, Alameda, 
CA 94501. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
12/1/2024. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Jessica Murray, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
August 10, 2026. Expires August 
9, 2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6983. Published August 20, 
27, September 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625000

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Klean Karz, 4361 
Technology DR, Unit B, Liver-
more, CA 94551 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
Klean Homes Inc., 4361 Tech-
nology DR, Unit B, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Hector Arana, CEO. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on July 29, 
2026. Expires July 28, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6984. 
Published August 20, 27, Sep-
tember 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625034

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Party Printer, 111 
Traynor ST, Hayward, CA 94544 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Silver Rainbow 
LLC, 1309 Coffeen Avenue, 
Ste 1200, Sheridan, Wyoming 
82801. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/:  Scott 
Johnson, Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on July 30, 
2026. Expires July 29, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6985. 
Published August 20, 27, Sep-
tember 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625286

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Raphael Stone, 
14694 Wicks Blvd, San Leandro, 
CA 94577 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Nu-
vira Stone Inc, 14694 Wicks 
Blvd, San Leandro, CA 94577. 
This business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the fictitious business name 
listed above on 5/18/2018. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Elidan 
Ben Hamo, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on August 11, 
2026. Expires August 10, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6986. Published August 20, 27, 
September 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625350

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bhumetric, 2257 
Minerva CT, Livermore, CA 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Soil Met-
rics Incorporated, 2257 Minerva 
CT, Livermore, CA 94550. This 
business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Jagdish 
Girimaji, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on August 13, 2026. 
Expires August 12, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6987. 
Published August 20, 27, Sep-
tember 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625104

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bubble Brite Laun-
dromat, 183 S N ST, Livermore, 
CA 94550 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):Bub-
ble Brite Laundry Group LLC, 
400 Pimlico DR, Ste 114-104, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588. This 

business is conducted by a  
Limited Liability Company. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
8/1/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Dave Steele, Manager. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
August 4, 2026. Expires August 
3, 2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6988. Published August 20, 
27, September 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625235

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. Livermore 
Gymnastic Center; 2. Livermore 
Gymnastics, 1110 E stanley 
Blvd, Livermore, CA 94550 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Little Gymnastics 
Club, Inc., 111 E Stanley Blvd, 
Livermore, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 6/1/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Kelsey Costel-
lo, President. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on August 7, 2026. 
Expires Augsut 6, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6989. 
Published August 20, 27, Sep-
tember 3, 10, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625093

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Tibetan Herb 
Tea, 2096 Merced Street, San 
Leandro, CA 94577 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Stella Phan, 2096 Merced 
Street, San Leandro, CA 94577. 
This business is conducted by 
an Individual. The registrant 
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed above on N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Stella 
Phan, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on August 3, 2026. 
Expires August 2, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6990. 
Published August 20, 27, Sep-
tember 3, 10, 2026.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 591622

The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use of the 
following fictitious business 
name(s). Mykitchencalculator.
com, 3101 Barrett CT, Castro 
Valley, CA 94546. Registered by 
the following owner(s): Ernest 
Ray Lee, 3101 Barrett CT, Castro 
Valley, CA 94546. The fictitious 
business name statement was 
filed on 8/31/2022 in the County 
of Alameda. This business was 
conducted by an Individual. Sig-
nature of Registrants:/s/: Erica 
Starkey, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on August 13, 2026. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6991. Published August 12, 20, 
27, , September 3, 2026.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:
Saturdays — Dogs & Puppies 
at: 
Dublin Petsmart
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours: 
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and how to donate.
Follow:
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on 

Facebook, and Instagram

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE 
CLASSIFIED ADS

go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds

or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD 
SALES

FREE SECTION

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California 
law requires that contractors 
taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor and/or materials) 
be licensed by the Contractors 
State License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons 
taking jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO / 

DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS 
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and state law prohibit 
advertisements for housing and 
employment that contain any 
preference, limitation or dis-
crimination based on protected 
classes, including race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. IVPC 
does not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in vio-
lation of the law.

925.784.7979

"I'll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy".

LeslieFaught.com
SellingEastBayHomes.com

#01027778

www.MikeFracisco.realtor

�����������������������������

R E A L T O R ®
N I C O L E  S W E E N E Y

925.518.2142

1983 Second Street  |  Livermore, CA  |  94550
CA BRE# 01965816  |  CA BRE# 01268085

Results That Move You

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:
925-243-8010    Kim@independentnews.com

CALL 925-243-8010
or Email: Kim@independentnews.com

To Advertise!

S A M F I T Z - S I M O N
E X C E P T I O N A L R E S U L T S ,

D E L I V E R E D

9 2 5 . 3 2 9 . 8 2 1 9
D R E 0 2 0 6 6 2 1 3
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WE SERVICE ALL MAJOR BRANDS!

www.CallMillers.com Lic. #253756

Serving 
The Tri-Valley 

Since 1960

925.447.3000925.447.3000

Residential & Commercial

AT THE BANKHEAD
A FUNDRAISER FOR LIVERMORE VALLEY ARTS

OPENING NIGHT

An incredible concert. 
                      A lively after-party. 
                                        A meaningful cause.

Join us for our biggest fundraiser of
the year featuring four-time Grammy
Award winner Lyle Lovett. Enjoy tapas-
style bites, a welcome beverage,
exciting live & silent auction packages,
and opportunities to support Arts
Education programs.

Then celebrate on the Bankhead Plaza
for an after-party with live music from
Matt Axton and dancing under the
stars.   Celebrate. Connect. Give Back.

ON SALE NOW!
LivermoreArts.org

925.373.6800

SATURDAY,  AUGUST 29,  2026 |  5  PM

One Night Only
Award-Winning

Grammy Artist

Lyle
Lovett

Jean King, Denise Watkins, Jean Shuler, and David Haubert, Alameda County Supervisor, First District. 
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:

925-577-6864

Or

Students in Tune, at the Livermore Amador Summer Youth Orchestra
By Jessica Zimmer

LIVERMORE — The Liv-
ermore Amador Summer 
Youth Orchestra (LAYSO), 
established by the Liver-
more-Amador Symphony 
Association, recently cele-
brated its 17th year educat-
ing young musicians ages 
11 through 21. The six-
week program costs $300, 

with family discounts and 
scholarships available. 
LAYSO runs from the end 
of June through July, with 
an application process 
that starts in February. 
Students rehearse Tuesday 
and Thursday nights at the 
Bothwell Arts Center in 
Livermore. LAYSO con-
cludes with a free public 
concert in late July at the 
First Presbyterian Church 
in Livermore.

“ J o i n i n g  L AY S O 
marked an exciting new 
chapter as I transitioned 
from middle school to 
high school. (It served) 

as a gateway to improve 
my musical abilities. The 
experience challenged me 
to grow as a cellist,” said 
Bani Mehta, a 14-year-old 
Livermore resident. 

Natasha Manuel is a 
14-year-old Dublin resi-
dent who plays cello and 
harp. She enjoys the fact 
that the program gives 
students the opportunity 

to continue playing their 
instruments in an ensemble 
over the summer. 

“ P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n 
LASYO…allows me to 
perform in a full sympho-
ny orchestra with winds 
and percussion, whereas 
I normally only play in a 
string orchestra. It has also 
been fun to meet new peo-
ple from other schools who 
share the same interests as 
me,” said Manuel. 

Three members of the 
Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony Association devel-
oped the idea for LAYSO 
in 2008: Betsy Hausburg, 

cofounder,  ar t is t ic  di-
rector, and instructor of 
Valley Dance Theater, a 
Tri-Valley ballet company 
based in Livermore; Göran 
Berg, owner of Sycamore 
Strings Academy, a pri-
vate strings instruction 
school in Livermore; and 
H. Robert  “Bob” Wil-
liams, a former assistant 
conductor for the Liver-

more-Amador Symphony. 
At the time, Hausburg and 
Williams played with the 
Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony. Hausburg played 
tuba and Williams played 
French horn. 

The Livermore-Ama-
dor Symphony launched 
LAYSO in 2009 and ran 
the program until 2025. 
In 2026, Livermore Val-
ley Arts, the nonprofit 
that runs the Bankhead 
Theater and the Bothwell 
Arts Center,  partnered 
with LAYSO. This year, 
Livermore Valley Arts is 
supporting LAYSO with 

administrative, marketing 
and staffing support. 

Hausburg serves  as 
LAYSO’s program coor-
dinator. She said approx-
imately 50 young musi-
cians enroll in LAYSO 
every summer. 

“We have a lot of young 
people who continue with 
the program every year, 
from sixth grade until they 
graduate from high school. 
After graduation, students 
are allowed to join LAYSO 
and serve as mentors to 
younger students,” Haus-
burg said. 

LAYSO has two con-
ductors: Robert Hunting-
ton, director of instrumen-
tal music at Mendenhall 
Middle School in Liver-
more, and Dr. Bill Har-
rington, music director 
and conductor for East 
Bay Youth Orchestras in 
residence at California 
State University, East Bay. 

Huntington is LAYSO’s 
winds and percussion di-
rector, while Harrington 
serves as string orchestra 
director. The two educa-
tors take turns directing 
LAYSO’s full orchestra. 

“Teaching at LAYSO is 
meaningful for me because 
I played in the program for 
two summers, on tuba,” 
Huntington said. 

Huntington said it is 
helpful when his current 
or former students at Men-
denhall Middle School 
join LAYSO, because he 
knows their respective 
skill levels. 

This year, the City of 
Livermore commissioned 
Huntington to write a piece 
celebrating the city’s 150th 
anniversary. Huntington 
titled the piece “Green and 
the Golden.” 

“The music represents 
the ci ty  in  la te  Apri l , 
when half the hills are 
gold, a reminder of the 
city’s history, and half the 
hills are green, showing 
new growth. LAYSO per-
formed the piece for the 
first time this summer,” 

Huntington said. 
Jina Chon is a 14-year-

old Livermore resident 
who played as LAYSO’s 
principal oboe in 2026. 
She is an incoming high 
schoo l  f r eshman  who 
moved to Livermore last 
April. 

“(At LAYSO), I  not 
only sharpened my mu-
sicianship and improved 
my oboe playing skills, 
but I was also introduced 
to a welcoming community 
where I made my first local 
friends. Our conductors, 
Dr. Bill and Mr. Hunting-
ton, made each rehearsal 
so engaging and support-
ive,” Chon said. 

Chon said one of her 
favorite memories was 
meeting and spending a re-
hearsal with Ruth Brittin, 
the composer of the 2024 
piece “Golden Vistas,” 
which LAYSO performed 
this summer.  Brittin is 
a professor of music ed-
ucation and chair of the 
Department of Music Ed-
ucation at University of 
the Pacific. 

Vivian Le is an 18-year-
old Pleasanton resident 
who played violin in LAY-
SO this summer. She liked 
being a part of LAYSO 
because she is always on 
the lookout for fellow mu-
sicians to play with.

Huntington said one 
of the benefits for young 
musicians joining LAYSO 
is getting an opportunity 
to practice with peers who 

play instruments not found 
in their school band or 
orchestra.

“I play tuba and I was 
a member of my school 
band until I graduated. 
That didn’t give me the 
opportunity to tune with 
an orchestra, in A instead 
of B flat. I also didn’t get 
the chance to play with 
strings players,” Hunting-
ton said. 

Joining LAYSO got the 
sound of strings swell-
ing in Huntington’s ears, 
which was one of the fac-
tors that motivated him to 
major in composition as an 
undergraduate. 

“Participating in LAY-
SO allowed me to form 
an emotional attachment 
to instruments beyond my 
own. It gave me a better 
understanding of music 
overall. Later, as a col-
lege student, the experi-
ence helped me to analyze 
sounds, separately and 
together. This prepared me 
to compose for a full or-
chestra,” Huntington said. 

Robert Huntington, LAYSO’s winds and percussion director, proudly displays the 
score for his original composition, “Green and the Golden.” Commissioned by the 
City of Livermore for its 150th anniversary, Huntington’s piece drew inspiration from 
the local landscape in late April, juxtaposing the golden, historic hills with the green 
symbol of new growth. LAYSO debuted the work this summer. (Photo courtesy of 
Robert Huntington)

TESTA
(Continued from front page)

sway in the negotiations.
Testa also set herself 

apart in terms of campaign 
donations. “I do not accept 
endorsements or donations 
from any special interest 
that may want something 
in return,” she said.

Prior to joining the city 
council, Testa served on 

the city’s Human Services 
Commission for more than 
a decade, as a Board Direc-
tor for Tri- Valley REACH, 
and with the National Al-
liance on Mental Illness 
Tri-Valley. She will term 
out of her District 3 seat at 
the end of this year, with 
entrepreneur Reena Gupta 

and former school board 
trustee Jamie Yee vying for 
the position in November.

Nibert announced in 
July that he will not seek 
reelection this year, leaving 
his District 1 seat open to 
either former Councilmem-
ber Kathy Narum or entre-
preneur Vin Kruttiventi.


