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This aerial photograph captures the 1,600-acre Vallecitos Nuclear Center, nestled in the rolling hills

near Sunol. The wide view shows the complex of buildings and infrastructure that Zeno Power intends
to revitalize for its new manufacturing facility. Existing research buildings and laboratories sit among
open fields, adjacent to a section of larger structures, some dating back to the site’s historic operation
as the nation’s first privately owned nuclear plant. NorthStar Group Services continues decontamination
and decommissioning efforts across the broader site. (Photo courtesy of Zeno Power)

Zeno Power to Revitalize Historic
Vallecitos Nuclear Center Facility

The Project Brings Advanced Battery Manufacturing to the 1,600-Acre Site

By David Jen

SUNOL — Nuclear-battery maker
Zeno Power announced last month
plans to establish a battery man-
ufacturing facility at the historic
Vallecitos Nuclear Center.

Vallecitos operated as the coun-
try’s first privately owned and
operated nuclear power plant from
1957 to 1963. After its main boil-
ing water reactor was shut down
in 1963, the site’s test reactors,
laboratories and hot-cell facilities
transitioned to research work.

A nuclear battery harnesses
the heat given off by the natural
decay of radioactive material to
generate power. Compared to more
common household or electric-ve-
hicle batteries that store energy in

chemical bonds, nuclear batteries
can supply steady power for years
without sunlight, refueling or
maintenance.

Zeno’s selection of Vallecitos
takes advantage of the facility’s
existing hot cells — thick-walled
rooms with shielding and ma-
nipulator arms that allow safe
handling of radioactive material.
Technicians will load a battery’s
radioactive material and seal it
within several layers of contain-
ment before removing the battery
from the hot cell.

“Vallecitos already had this hot-
cell infrastructure that has been
utilized safely for decades, which
is part of why we’re revitalizing it
rather than building a brand new
facility,” Zeno Co-Founder and

CEO Tyler Bernstein said. “It also
means we’re putting existing local
expertise back to work — we plan
to employ more than 50 jobs over
the next three years, drawing on
nuclear and engineering talent in
the Tri-Valley.”

Bernstein said that Zeno has
focused on undersea and space-ex-
ploration applications, two areas
most in need of such extend-
ed-power technology. The com-
pany has developed undersea
batteries fueled by strontium-90
and space batteries fueled by am-
ericium-241.

“The ocean floor is becoming
increasingly important for defense
infrastructure, from persistent
sensing networks to seabed com-
munications,” Bernstein said.

(See POWER, page 7)

Pleasanton City Council Places Hotel
Tax Measure on the November Ballot

If Passed, Rate Would Jump to 12% to Increase City’s Income

By David Jen

PLEASANTON — Pleasanton
voters will decide this November
whether to raise the city’s hotel tax
from 8% to 12%.

The increase, which requires
a simple majority to pass, would
help bring the city an additional
$2.8 million in annual revenue,
according to city estimates, at a
time when the city faces a structural
deficit between $7 million and $8
million per year. The city operates
on a two-year budget cycle. On July
1, it started the second fiscal year of
its current cycle.

The Dublin City Council is also

considering raising its hotel tax
rate. But it decided in June to hold
off on its ballot measure until city
staff could quantify the impacts an
increase would have on hotel busi-
nesses. Staff expects to present the
report in August.

The city council presented a
united front at its July 7 meeting
when it voted unanimously to for-
mally place the measure on the bal-
lot. While all councilmembers saw
the increase as a significant step
toward reducing its deficit without
directly taxing Pleasanton residents
or businesses, they disagreed some-
what on the role economic growth
will play in bridging the remaining

budget gap.

“We will need to continue our
efforts at growing our city’s econo-
my, while also aggressively manag-
ing our budget to ensure future bal-
anced budgets, while meeting the
service needs of our community,”
Councilmember Craig Eicher said.

Meanwhile, Councilmember
Jeff Nibert said, “There’s no way
we can grow Pleasanton out of our
structural deficit.”

No one spoke in opposition to
the hotel tax measure at last week’s
meeting. According to a survey
of 251 Pleasanton residents con-
ducted in May, 67% of Pleasanton
respondents support a hotel tax

(See TAX, page 7)

Pleasanton Police
Scrutinized Over
Data Sharing Breach

License Plate Readers Spark Community Privacy Concerns

By David Jen

PLEASANTON — The Pleas-
anton Police Department (PPD)
shared license-plate data with
U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection as recently as last month,
a violation of both state law and
PPD’s own policies.

“Not only is it disappointing
that the agency tasked with en-
forcing the law is itself failing to
follow the law, its actions may
have endangered the residents,
visitors, neighbors and families
of Pleasanton,” Mike Katz-La-
cabe, director of research for
Oakland Privacy said. PPD Lieu-
tenant Nicholas Albert told The
Independent that the department

unintentionally shared the data.

The leak came to light last
week at the July 7 city coun-
cil meeting when Katz-Lacabe
shared results from his review of
the city’s settings in its Motorola
Vigilant Solutions license-plate
reader system.

Automated license-plate read-
ers photograph and read license
plates of vehicles as they drive
past. Law enforcement agencies,
including PPD, position the
readers at key intersections to
monitor a city’s vehicle traffic.
If a plate matches an existing
hotlist of suspicious vehicles,
the system flags the photo for
human review.

Through public records re-

(See POLICE, page 7)

An aerial view shows that at least one Motorola Vigilant camera
remains installed at the Hopyard Road and 1-580 East offramp
intersection as of July 14. This hardware continues to monitor traffic
weeks after privacy advocates revealed that the city shared data with
federal border agencies. (Photo --- David Jen)

Dublin School District
Bond Saves $4.3 Million

Refinancing Cuts Long-Term District Debt

By Sanestina Hunter

DUBLIN — The Dublin Uni-
fied School District refinanced
approximately $71.65 million
in outstanding General Obliga-
tion Bonds on June 23, a move
legally required to pass savings
directly to local homeowners. The
refinancing is expected to save
taxpayers approximately $4.275
million over the remaining life
of the bonds.

While DUSD continues to
navigate ongoing budget con-
cerns, legally, general obligation
bond refinancing cannot be used
to buoy the school district’s gen-
eral operating fund. Instead, the
wisdom behind the strategy is to
reduce the district’s overall future
debt liabilities. In addition, there
is some reduction of cost to local
residents translating to an average
savings of about $11 per year for

individual homeowners.

The bonds being refinanced are
tied to voter-approved facilities
programs from 2004, 2012 and
2016. The programs supported
major projects including modern-
ization of Dublin High School,
construction of Amador Elemen-
tary, Cottonwood Creek K-8 and
Emerald High School, classroom
expansions at Frederiksen and
Murray elementary schools, and
other district-wide safety, tech-
nology and facility improve-
ments.

Favorable market conditions
drive interest rates lower, creating
a prime time for the transaction.
The 2026 Refunding Bonds were
issued at a true interest cost of
3.32%, --- a decrease of 0.68%
from the original bonds’ average
borrowing cost of 4%.

“Similar to refinancing a home
mortgage to obtain a lower in-

(See REFINANCING, page 8)

The Livermore Valley Opera community mourns the sudden passing of
celebrated Canadian stage director Rob Herriot on July 3. Herriot, 60,
is remembered by colleagues for bringing immense heart, humor and
depth to the stage. His final production for LVO was “Cosi fan tutte”
this past March. (Photo courtesy of LVO)

Opera Community Faces Another Sad Loss

Tragedy Strikes Twice as News Spreads of LVO Director Rob Herriot’s Passing

By Christina Cavallaro

LIVERMORE — In a shocking
turn of events, the Livermore
Valley Opera (LVO) family is
mourning the death of yet another
beloved member.

Less than a week and a half after
losing its north star, Artistic Director
Erie Mills, LVO announced the sud-
den passing of celebrated Canadian
stage director Rob Herriot on July
3 at age 60. Herriot passed away in
his sleep at his home in Winnipeg.

Herriot leaves a profound mark

on LVO, establishing a clear direc-
torial legacy and strategy to sustain
them. His most recent work “Cosi
fan tutte” brought him to Livermore
just this past March.

“Itreally is such a tragedy,” LVO
Board President Jonathan Kleid said
in a phone interview about Herriot’s
sudden death. “And it’s so close,
within a week and a half of Erie. It’s
just too much,”

Herriot, who also directed LVO’s
“The Barber of Seville,” “The Elixir
of Love” and “Don Giovanni,” had
aunique stage management process

that involved delving into the char-
acters of an opera piece. Rather than
having the music inspire the singers
he chose to work in reverse.

Herriot spoke about his personal
approach in a 2022 interview with
The Independent.

“I see the singing actor inciting
the orchestra to play what we hear,”
Herriot said. “It’s completely the
opposite of what many think. It’s
the singers’ thoughts and actions that
make the orchestra play ... I develop
the psychology of the characters,
figure out who they are and meld

(See HERRIOT, page 8)
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Wherefore art thou, Romeo? Here at Valley
Humane, waiting to play the lead in his next love
story. This 4-year-old grey Domestic Shorthair
Mix has his role down: couch cuddles, favorite
treats, and a starring performance with his fuzzy
toys. Gentle with kids and fellow cats, Romeo is
ready for his Juliet (or his Mercutio). Call (925)
426-8656 or email info@valleyhumane.org to
start adoption process today.
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PUSD Weighs the Future of Unused Donlon Elementary

By Sanestina Hunter

PLEASANTON — The
Pleasanton Unified School
District Board of Trustees
reviewed possible future
uses for approximately 4.7
acres of unused land at
Donlon Elementary School
during its June 25 meet-
ing, including concepts
for single-family homes,
townhomes and stacked-flat
apartments.

The discussion is part
of the district’s long-term
asset management plan as
officials determine whether
the property should even-
tually be declared surplus.
Trustees and residents ex-
pressed differing views as
the discussion continued.

“The sale of the Donlon
property is part of the dis-

trict’s asset management
planning work,” said Ahmad
Sheikholeslami, assistant
superintendent of business
services.

The review follows
months of public outreach.
After holding three public
meetings — one in February
and two in March — the
district’s 7/11 Committee,
a state-mandated advisory
group tasked with reviewing
unused school land, unan-
imously recommended de-
claring the property surplus.
The committee presented
its findings to the board on
May 14.

During the committee’s
public outreach meetings,
residents raised concerns
about the unused property,
including traffic and pe-
destrian safety, preserving

green space, expanding Kids
Club facilities and providing
workforce or affordable
housing, Sheikholeslami
said.

Residents also said they
did not want proceeds from
any future sale to be used to
support the district’s general
fund.

He explained that pro-
ceeds from a future sale
could only be used for fa-
cility improvements or the
purchase of other property
and could not be used for the
district’s ongoing operating
expenses.

Sheikholeslami said the
Donlon property also fits
into the district’s broader
facilities planning efforts.
The district is preparing to
vacate approximately seven
acres at its former district

|

Culinary Angels packages a nutrient-rich, locally sourced meal for delivery to local
clients. The Livermore-based nonprofit, which provides meals and nutrition education
to cancer patients and their caregivers throughout the Tri-Valley area, is celebrating its
10th anniversary this year. The organization will host its Bounty of Hope fundraising
dinner from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 11, at Concannon Vineyard, 4590 Tesla
Road. Tickets cost $150 and are available online at bounty-of-hope.auctria.events.
(Photo courtesy of Culinary Angels)

Culinary Angels Will Hold 10th
Annual Anniversary Fundraiser

LIVERMORE — Culinary
Angels, a Livermore-based
nonprofit that provides
meals and nutrition edu-
cation for cancer patients
and their caregivers in the
Tri-Valley area, will cele-
brate its 10th anniversary
with a fundraising dinner at
Concannon Vineyard, 4590

Tesla Road, from 5 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. on Sunday,
Oct. 11.

The Bounty of Hope
fundraiser will include a
locally sourced buffet dinner
catered by On the Vine Ca-
tering, wines from Concan-
non Vineyard, live and silent
auctions and entertainment

provided by local musician
Megan Gonzales.

Juliette Goodrich, jour-
nalist and on-air personality
with KPTX-5, will serve as
emcee.

Tickets to the fundraiser
are $150 and are available
online at bounty-of-hope.
auctria.events.

The County Fair Association
Buries Time Capsule until 2076

PLEASANTON — When
a time capsule buried at
the Alameda County Fair-
grounds earlier this month
is opened in 2076, during
the nation’s 300th anni-
versary, it will provide “a
look back at the people,
traditions and moments
that helped shape the
fair during this milestone
year,” according to the
Alameda County Fair As-
sociation.

The capsule, part of the
association’s “America
250” celebration during

this year’s fair, contains
memorabilia, including
tickets, hats, t-shirts, lan-
yards and a 4H prize belt
buckle, along with a histo-
ry of the Alameda County
Fair.

It also contains Cali-
fornia and U.S. flags, fair
staff photos, a commem-
orative World Cup brace-
let, local police and fire
department patches, and
letters from Pleasanton
Mayor Jack Balch, fair
association CEO Jerome
Hoban, all five Alameda

County supervisors, and
FFA and 4-H volunteers.
“The Alameda County
Fair is a summer tradition
passed down from one
generation to the next,”
said Chief Operating Of-
ficer Angel Moore. “This
time capsule gives us a
way to preserve that con-
nection for future Fairgo-
ers. When it is opened in
2076, we hope the next
generation can see the peo-
ple, stories, and traditions
that helped shape the fair
they know and love.”

You're Invited
A Bounty of Hope

Celebrating Culinary Angels

An unforgettable evening in honor of our
10th Anniversary and our continued
commitment to serve those facing cancer
and the caregivers who support them.

Sunday October 11, 2026
5:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Concannon Vineyard, Livermore

Wine Country Chic Attire

Emcee Juliette Goodrich guiding our evening:
« Exciting silent and live auctions
» Heartwarming stories from a valued recipient
* A delicious farm to table dinner
* Beautiful live music

SE2

 BOUNTY or HOPE
b rusnisss s

Tickets & sponsorships now available:

httns:/fbountv-ol-hope alciria events

office on 4665 Bernal Ave.
Long-term plans for that site
include revenue-generating
property investments or
workforce housing.

Approximately $5 mil-
lion remains on the proper-
ty’s Certificates of Participa-
tion loan. Before the Bernal
property can move forward,
however, the district must
relocate its operations yard
and identify funding for the
move, according to Sheik-
holeslami.

Following the commit-
tee’s recommendation, dis-
trict staff presented several
development concepts for
the Donlon site during the
June 25 board meeting.

Under the current zon-
ing, the property could ac-
commodate approximate-
ly 21 one- and two-story
single-family homes that
would match the surround-
ing neighborhood. Staff
said the design could in-
clude one-story homes along
Denker and Payne streets
to better match the existing
neighborhood.

Staff also presented
conceptual townhome and
stacked-flat apartment op-
tions ranging from two to
three stories. Those options
would require additional ap-
provals because they are not
permitted under the current
zoning.

Additional options in-
cluded a 99-year ground
lease, which would allow
the district to retain own-
ership of the land while
a developer builds rental
housing on the site. The
district would receive rev-
enue through the lease
agreement.

Staff said that option is
generally not financially
feasible because the Don-
lon site is smaller than
what is typically needed
and is not located near
mass transit.

Sheikholeslami said
higher-density housing
would be more difficult
because a developer would

need to obtain a zoning
change. If the district re-
tained ownership of the
property, he said new state
legislation could provide
additional flexibility for
workforce housing.

However, the district cur-
rently does not have funding
to develop such a project.

Real estate consultant
Dominic Dutra said the site
is best suited for single-fam-
ily homes because afford-
able and workforce housing
projects are generally more
successful on larger sites
near transit, retail and med-
ical services.

Trustees generally fa-
vored the single-family op-
tion while raising questions
about future enrollment,
traffic and preserving dis-
trict land.

Board Member Mary Jo
Carreon questioned whether
selling the property could
limit the district’s ability to
respond to future enrollment
growth.

“I like to think about
the future,” Carreon said.
“What will happen if we
do get growth in student
attendance?”

Board Vice President
Laurie Walker said she
supports the concept of
workforce housing because
employees should be able to
live where they work.

However, she also ex-
pressed concerns about
traffic and student safety.
Walker said that if the board
had to make a decision im-

mediately, she would favor
the single-family option.

Board President Kelly
Mokashi said trustees must
balance long-term strategic
planning with protecting
district assets.

“The board needs to be
really thoughtful and think
strategically about what will
be best for our community
while also considering what
makes sense for this par-
ticular piece of property,”
Mokashi said.

During public comment,
Donlon parent Beth Thomp-
son urged the district to
prioritize student safety.

“It’s bad to put multi-
family housing in that tiny
space,” Thompson said.
“(The land) should go into a
better drop-off lane, and it’s
not a priority to put housing
there.”

District staff is expect-
ed to return to the board
with a resolution declaring
the property surplus. If ap-
proved, the district would
begin seeking proposals
from potential developers.

Horseback Ridding Lessons,
Training, Boarding
and Sales

925.337.5375

creekhillfarms.com
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3734 Carrigan Common

3 bed, 1.5 bath, ~1242 sq ft
Upgraded townhome, enclosed patio
style backyard, carefree living,
and ready for you to enjoy!

Linda Diaz Futral

EmlerRealor

925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com

www.lindafutral.com

TEXT "GSB" to 70503
for more information!
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City Council Greenlights Negotiations for Gillig Expansion

By Vivien Wenneker

LIVERMORE — The Liver-
more City Council voted on
July 13 to begin negotiations
with bus manufacturer Gillig
for a development agreement
that would pave the way for a
major expansion of its local
campus.

The negotiations with Gil-
lig, one of the city’s top tax
generators, concern a potential
development that would add
roughly 17 acres to the compa-
ny’s existing 40- acre campus.
GILLIG LLC’s main head-
quarters and primary manu-
facturing facility are currently
located at451 Discovery Dr. in
north Livermore’s Oat Canal/
Vasco Road industrial area.

This development would
add a new office, estimated at

between 60,000 and 110,000
square feet, and a warchouse of
around 80,000 square feet, all
with fully private zero-emis-
sion vehicle (ZEV) infra-
structure.

According to the staff re-
port, Gillig estimates the cam-
pus expansion will generate
approximately $450,000 in
annual tax revenue, represent
a $60 million investment in
Livermore, and provide 240
new jobs.

“Looking ahead over the
next ten years for our business,
it’s time to plan where we’re
going to plant our roots for the
additional office,” said Derek
Maunas, president and CEO of
Gillig. “My desire, and that of
our team, would be to create
the campus in Livermore, and
utilize the other land that we

have.”

To temporarily accom-
modate its increasing need
for space, Gillig has leased
around 30,000 square feet
in Pleasanton, mostly office
space, which Maunas says the
company needs for its growing
staff of engineers. At the same
time, he recognizes this is not
ideal, and the goal is to con-
solidate Gillig’s operations in
Livermore long-term.

As part of the plan, Gillig
proposes moving its after-
market parts facility to Liv-
ermore, providing additional
employee parking, and adding
an enhanced and dedicated
area for storage, testing, and
preparation of its bus products.
The campus will also allow for
future zero-emission vehicle
flexibility, with potential site

The Dustbowl Travelers, a Livermore-based quartet featuring from left, special guest
fiddler Charlie LaMothe, Frankie Bones, Bobby Bolero and Jeremy Malson blend
Americana, bluegrass and folk music. The group will perform at the upcoming Tuesday
Tunes concert on the outdoor Shea Home Stage in front of the Bankhead Theater at
6:45 p.m. on July 21. Tuesday Tunes is presented by the Livermore Cultural Arts Council.
(Photo courtesy of the Dustbowl Travelers)

preparation for electric transit
charging stations and hydro-
gen fueling infrastructure.

One concern about the pro-
posed development, however,
is that it would generate sig-
nificant cross-traffic across the
northern portion of Discovery
Drive, with buses, equipment,
and employees crossing the
public right-of-way at regular
intervals.

To avoid conflicts with
public traffic, while also en-
suring future operations are
not constrained, Gillig has
requested that the northern
portion of Discovery Drive be
privatized or otherwise closed
to public traffic.

So far, city staff have con-
ducted a preliminary traffic
study but acknowledged that
this is only the beginning
of negotiations and further
studies and analysis have yet
to be done. In the coming
months, the city plans to notify
neighboring businesses and
residents in the surrounding
area to include them in the
development process and ask
for input.

“We certainly appreciate
the partnership that we’ve
had with Gillig for the past 13
years, and are looking forward
to making this process work
for everybody,” said Mayor
John Marchand.

30-Year Water Agreement
Approved

Also at the July 13 meeting,
the council voted to adopt a
30-year potable water supply
agreement between the city
and the Zone 7 Water Agency.

Zone 7 serves as the whole-
sale water provider for Liv-
ermore, and has been its sole
supplier of treated potable

The Pleasanton School Board Votes to Restore
Staffing Positions Following Improved Budget

By Sanestina Hunter

PLEASANTON — At its
June 25 meeting, the Pleas-
anton Unified School District
Board of Trustees restored
several staff positions that
had been previously approved
for reduction after adopting
the district’s 2026-27 annual
budget, which reflects an
improved financial outlook.

District officials said the
adopted budget meets the
state-required reserve levels
and reflects significant prog-
ress toward long-term fiscal
stability.

The improved outlook is
the result of approximately
$2 million in new ongoing
state funding and about $11.7
million in anticipated one-
time funding, although final
funding remains subject to
adoption of the state budget.

Trustees unanimously
approved restoring 4.2 full-
time equivalent elementary
physical education specialists
and 2.8 FTE elementary sci-
ence specialists before voting
3-2 to restore 2.0 FTE high
school counselors and 2.5
FTE elementary intervention
specialists, totaling approxi-
mately $1.67 million in ongo-
ing funding.

According to district offi-
cials, Proposition 28 funding
supported the restoration of
the 2.8 full-time equivalent
elementary science specialists,
allowing them to continue
teaching elementary computer
science while meeting Propo-
sition 28 requirements.

Following the presentation
and discussion, trustees and
community members shared
their perspectives on the pro-
posed restorations and how the
additional ongoing and one-
time funding should be used.

Trustee Charlie Jones out-
lined the positions he support-
ed restoring with the addition-
al ongoing funding.

“As far as the ongoing
goes, I support the science spe-
cialists, the physical education
specialists, the high school
counselors and the elemen-
tary intervention specialists,”
Jones said.

Jones also said the antici-
pated one-time funding should
be used to restore health ser-
vices assistant positions while
directing the remaining funds
toward the district’s negative
ending fund balance, increas-
ing reserves, and funding cur-
riculum and book adoptions.

Board Vice President Lau-
rie Walker and Trustee Mary
Jo Carreon also supported the
restorations.

Despite the improved bud-
get outlook, Superintendent
Maurice Ghysels recommend-
ed maintaining the district’s
original reduction plan to
avoid future structural deficits.
He also recommended direct-
ing the additional ongoing
funding toward employee
compensation while reserving
the anticipated one-time fund-
ing for one-time expenditures.

Board President Kelly Mo-
kashi said the district must
continue exercising fiscal
caution despite the additional
funding.

“It is very prudent for us
as a board to think about how
we are handling these fiscal
decisions,” Mokashi said. “We

are not out of the woods. We
are challenged with downward
enrollment and fiscal respon-
sibility. It is no secret that we
will have to go back to the
community for a parcel tax.”

Despite those concerns,
Mokashi said she supported
restoring the elementary phys-
ical education specialists.

“Unfortunately, I do feel
at this point, due to the con-
straints and the information
that we have, I do concur with
the fellow trustees restoring
back our physical education
specialists due to too many
structural challenges having
to be accommodated for that
type of reduction,” Mokashi
explained.

She also supported using
one-time funding to temporar-
ily restore the health services
assistant positions. Mokashi’s
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concerns come as the district
continues to face these severe

ongoing financial pressures.
Indeed, those structural
(See PUSD, page 6)
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water since the inception of the
Livermore Municipal Water
system in the 1960s.

The existing agreement
between the city and Zone 7
will expire at the end of 2026,
requiring that a new long-term
agreement be negotiated to
ensure the continued delivery
of reliable, high-quality water
to Livermore residents and
businesses.

According to the staff re-
port, the agreement establish-
es responsibilities related to
water delivery, water quali-
ty standards, availability of
water, water conservation,
operational coordination, and
compliance with applicable
state regulations.

The proposed agreement
does not require the appropri-
ation of additional funds from
the city beyond those already
budgeted annually in the Water
Enterprise Fund for wholesale
water purchases. The cost of
purchasing water is passed
through to the city’s municipal
water customers as a separate
charge on water bills.

This agreement will replace
the existing one and uphold
the long-standing partnership
between Livermore and Zone
7, setting the terms and condi-

tions under which Zone 7 will
continue to act as the region’s
wholesale water provider for
the next 30 years.

In Other Council Business

The July 13 session marked
the Livermore City Council’s
first-ever hybrid meeting, in-
troducing a revised procedure
and framework for public
participation.

Under the newly estab-
lished format, in-person speak-
ers speak at the start of Open
Forum, while remote speakers
can provide public comment
after regular city business.

City officials noted that this
adjustment is intended to make
meetings more accessible and
provide residents with busy or
conflicting schedules an addi-
tional option for participating.

REED

PLUMBING INC.

(X)) (925)-371-5671

Commitment

Honesty &
Integrity

QAT NNTETIES

7’%@ & Pm_ﬂa.

Pick your term,
lock in your rate!

5-Month

Fixed Rate
Certificate

‘ 12-Month

Variable Rate
Certificate

Yield. 5-Month Promotional

and 12-Month Share Certificate

requires a minimum deposit of $1,500 and has

no maximum deposit limit. Certificate available as of July 1,
2026; subject to change or cancellation without notice. 1. At
maturity, the promotional certificate balance will be transferred to a 6-month

fixed-rate certificate at the current rate offering. See rates for details. 2. The Variable

Rate 12-Month Share Certificate is a variable rate account that is tied to the Treasury Bill
6-month auction average rate, rounded down to the nearest quarter percent and adjusted
quarterly. Rates subject to change after account is opened. Dividends paid monthly. 3.

Rate bump of 0.25% is available for members who qualify for the UNCLE Membership
Rewards Program. Qualifying for the UNCLE Membership Rewards Program means the
member qualified for Loyalty Rewards, Premier Rewards, Platinum Rewards, or Ultimate
Rewards in the previous qualification cycle (previous month). Substantial early withdrawal
penalties apply to Share Certificates. IRA Share Certificates are not eligible for this
promotion. Fees may reduce earnings. Federally insured by NCUA.  yyww.unclecu.org

P",‘

ﬂl! 288 Main Street, Pleasanton | (925) ﬂl;ﬁ 2520

&ﬂf Hours: Sun-Thu 11am-3pm, Fri & $at 11am-10pm

Visit us online, at an UNCLE Financial Center, or give us
a call to open your certificate today!

/\"

Scan to
learn more!

3.82

Available only for a limited time!

%

APY*




4 The Independent e JULY 16, 2026

www.independentnews.com

; N
Pleasanton Must Devote More Attention to
Its License Plate Data Collection
Pleasanton Police Department Although PPD terminated its  have leaned on aggressive tactics  state agencies, prompting the
(PPD) — along with police de-  contract with Motorola Vigilant  involving racial profiling and  department to update its Flock
partments in Oakley, San Pablo, in October 2025, requests made  unwarranted arrests under the .

. - . . software settings and remove the
Redding, Laguna Beach, Newport  through Motorola’s system sug-  Trump administration. Major con- . .
Beach and Pittsburg — shared  gest that Pleasanton data was still  cerns around constitutional rights ~ 3¢¢®SS abilities of 223 agencies.
license-plate data with San Diego  available as recently as last month ~ violations and excessive use of ~ The county sheriff believes the
Sector Border Patrol, a sector of  to illegal sources. PPD has ruled  force have kept these agencies in  remaining Flock agencies are state
U.S. Customs and Border Pro-  out the possibility of internal bad  a negative light. agencies.
tection (CPB) located in Chula  actors facilitating the leak. In February, the City of Moun- These cases highlight what hap-
Vista that covers 60 miles of the Public agencies that collect our  tain View canceled its contract
U.S.-Mexico border plus 114  data must devote the resources  with its license-plate reader pro- ~ Pens when local governments lack
miles of California coastline. needed to safeguard it. The irony  vider Flock Safety after learning  the human resources and judgment
According to PPD, its own depart-  of failing to watch over a system its police department accidentally  needed to manage legally required
ment mlsFakenly allowed.a(fcess named Ylgllant will not be loston  enabled nationwide search. . privacy. Budget-strapped police
through its Motorola Vigilant the public. The Alameda County Sheriff’s
license plate readers because offi- CBP works in tandem with  Department revealed last month departments must manage the
cials thought the sector was a state ~ Immigration and Customs En-  that its Flock license-plate data ~ complex oversight of the systems
and not a federal agency. forcement, and both agencies had been accessed by out-of-  that protect us.
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Whole Milk in Schools
Lucas Nelson, Livermore

The recent decision to
bring whole and 2% milk
back to school lunches is a
step backward for school
nutrition.

Many children, especial-
ly students of color, are
lactose intolerant, while
others simply don’t need
dairy to maintain a healthy
diet. At a time when nutri-
tious plant-based milks are
widely available, expand-
ing dairy options instead
of embracing more inclu-
sive choices makes little
sense.

School nutrition pro-
grams should reflect to-
day’s students, not yes-
terday’s assumptions.
Plant-based options bet-
ter serve diverse dietary
needs, while also address-
ing the ethical concerns as-
sociated with modern dairy
production. If we’re seri-
ous about creating school
meals that promote health,
inclusion, and compassion,
it’s time to stop treating
plant-based options as an
afterthought.

Are You Thankful?

Evelyn Mitschelen,
Livermore

Do you know you can
be thankful and have a
changed result? What re-
sult? A changed life. So
many today say that life is
so bad, so hard; yes, it may
be, but what we do or think
is the result. I see so many
people just pass by some-

one who may need help, or
they are rude. God’s will
(if you want to know God’s
will) is, “Have a thankful
heart”. That’s God’s will;
it will change you.

Our country was found-
ed on the God who creat-
ed you, and will give you
peace, love, and grace.
What is grace? God’s for-
giveness and His influence
upon your heart. Then we
see the change he does in
your life.

Our founding leaders
fought to start a nation on
trusting and freedom. Woe
to those who call evil good,
and good evil; who substi-
tute darkness for light and
light for darkness. With
God, we can become a peo-
ple who care for one an-
other. Seek to change your
lifestyle; God’s waiting.

The Steamrolling of
Livermore’s Inadequate
General Plan Update
Greg Scott, Livermore

The City of Livermore’s

Planning Commission
unanimously approved
Livermore’s  inadequate

General Plan Update. No
surprise. Undoubtedly, the
Livermore City Council
will do the same lockstep
rubberstamping.  Essen-
tially, there are no protests
from the citizenry, no rec-
ognition of the General
Plan Update’s inadequa-
cies, no perception of oc-
currences like Livermore’s
looming water crisis. We
should enjoy the precipi-
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tous increases coming in
the water utility bills!

Why? Because South-

ern California is going to
get mighty thirsty. Nine-
teen million residents,
businesses, landscapes,
and agricultural enterpris-
es in seven Southern Cal-
ifornia counties receive
4.7 million acre-feet of
water — previously 5 mil-
lion acre-feet — from the
aridifying Colorado River
flows. Mead Reservoir,
on the Colorado River, is
at 28% of capacity and
falling fast as of this writ-
ing. (An acre-foot is the
amount of water to cov-
er one acre to the depth
of one foot, or around
325,850 gallons — rough-
ly equivalent to a regula-
tion Olympic swimming
pool.) The growing short-
fall will have to be made
up somehow.

How? From the Califor-
nia Aqueduct water from
Northern California, which
currently delivers 2.5 mil-
lion acre-feet of water to
the Edmonston Pumping
Plant to be pumped over
the Tehachapi Mountains
to Castaic Reservoir for
use in Los Angeles and
south.

Livermore gets 80% of
its water from the Califor-
nia Aqueduct. Get ready
for water competition, es-
pecially since this year the
Sierra snowpack is 24%
of the arithmetic average
of the recorded hydrologic
record and numerous recur-
ring yearly snowpacks are
30% below that average.

What plan do we have
for this? None. We are go-
ing to wait for it to be a
full-blown crisis.

Nor do we have a plan
for what generative artifi-
cial intelligence, massive
tech company layoffs, and
falling asset prices — like
home prices — are going
to do to our local economy.

We call this planning?

Pleasanton Sues
Vendors for Defective
AMI Water Meters
Anne Fox, Pleasanton

The City of Pleasanton,
hiring law firm Burke, Wil-
liams & Sorensen, LLP,
recently filed a lawsuit
against Delta Engineer-
ing Sales, Diehl Meter-
ing GmbH, Deihl Meter-
ing LLC, alleging their
HYDRUS water meters
Pleasanton purchased and
installed were defective
products  (26CV186735;
3:26-cv-06195).

Pleasanton says their
water infrastructure up-
grade resulted in a ‘no
read’ crisis, not only be-
cause the automatic data
transmissions essential for

customer billing failed,
but also because replace-
ment units were defective.
Furthermore, it claims it
relied on product literature
and procurement materials
regarding the reliability,
accuracy, and 20-year use-
ful life of the HYDRUS
meters. The companies are
being sued for breach of
warranty, negligence, neg-
ligent misrepresentation,
unfair business practices,
and breach of contract.

During 2016, the City
of Pleasanton, through an
unprecedented public re-
lations push including Op-
Eds published by its then
mayor, touted its Advanced
(Automated) Metering In-
frastructure (AMI) project
to transmit hourly usage
data directly to the city to
improve billing accuracy,
cut water loss, and detect
leaks in real-time.

Why has it taken a full
ten years for the City of
Pleasanton to finally get
around to initiating this
2026 lawsuit, when the
products were purchased
as part of the 2016 AMI
project? Were there oth-
er systemic problems in
Pleasanton’s implementa-
tion that actually caused
transmission failures, rath-
er than the products them-
selves?

It is indeed puzzling,
particularly since the law-
suit claims the damages
exceed $10,000,000 in an
amount to be disclosed
during the trial. How
much did the city spend
on the failed AMI project?
How much have taxpayers
and households paid for
this debacle, and for how
long? And now, ten years
later, how much are we
paying for an outside firm
to litigate this?

Bring ICE to Dublin
John Lahommedieu, Dubin

I do not oppose ICE in
Dublin! But apparently
Johnny Roland does? In
Johnny’s article, he nev-
er once mentioned the
thousands of victims of
crime from the illegals that
poured into this country un-
der the failed Biden/Harris
regime. ICE has a job to do,
and the city of Dublin has
the facility needed by our
government to help enforce
our laws that Mr. Roland
fails to agree with. Immi-
gration has a pathway; it’s
called legal immigration,
yet Democrat liberals like
Mr. Roland and his allies
want no part of legalities.
They don’t care about the
American citizens who
have been hurt, raped,
killed by illegals. Howev-
er, if one of Mr. Roland’s
loved ones were assaulted

and or hurt by an illegal,
it’s guaranteed he would be
welcoming ICE big time.
This is the problem with
the Democrat liberal com-
munist left — if it does not
happen to them or affect
them, in their minds then
no issue exists, but that’s
insanity. Common sense
tells you that when people
violate the law, there are
consequences, but with
Mr. Roland at this time the
only consequence is to the
hard-working, law-abiding
citizens because he wants
to oppose ICE and let the il-
legals run free in the valley.
Enough is enough. I urge,
no, I demand the city of
Dublin City Council to sup-
port ICE, welcome them,
make them feel appreciated
for the hard work they do to
protect us all. For the John-
ny Rolands of the world,
they choose chaos and non-
sense over common sense
and the law! Now if Mr.
Roland feels strongly about
this, I urge him to run for
the Congress and/or Sen-
ate and change the laws;
otherwise, obey them as
they are! Bring ICE to the
valley; let it begin with the
city of Dublin.

Oppose the SB 63
Regional Transit
Sales Tax

Michael Austin, Pleasanton

I oppose the proposed
regional transportation
sales tax. This measure im-
poses a broad based tax on
hundreds of thousands of
residents who do not use
BART, do not have access
to BART, and will receive
little to no direct benefit
from the system they are
being compelled to subsi-
dize.

Pleasanton and the
broader Tri Valley region
already contribute sub-
stantial tax revenue to
Alameda County, yet our
transit access is limited
to a single BART station
at the edge of town. Tens
of thousands of residents
commute by car or use lo-
cal bus systems that are not
meaningfully supported by
this measure. Despite this,
the tax applies universal-
ly — to every taxable pur-
chase, by every household,
regardless of whether they
ever use BART or any of
the agencies receiving the
funds.

This is not a user fee. It
is not tied to ridership. It is
not proportional to benefit.
It is a blanket sales tax that
shifts the financial burden
onto communities with
minimal service coverage,
while heavily subsidizing
agencies that have strug-
gled with governance,
safety, and declining rid-

ership.

Regional transit is im-
portant, but fairness mat-
ters. A tax that forces non
users to pay for a system
they cannot access is not
equitable. A tax that by-
passes local control and
imposes a one size fits all
burden across five counties
undermines public trust.
And a tax that does not
meaningfully improve mo-
bility in the Tri Valley fails
the basic test of regional
accountability.

I urge decision makers
and voters to reject this
measure and pursue alter-
natives that are more equi-
table, more targeted, and
more aligned with actual
usage and benefit. Pleas-
anton residents deserve
a transportation funding
model that reflects our
needs, our access, and our
fair share — not a blanket
tax that treats all commu-
nities the same regardless
of service levels.

Protecting Tesla Park
Jacob Gates, Livermore

I am a Star Scout in Liv-
ermore Troop 999, and
writing on the article “Al-
ameda County Supervi-
sors Must Resist Attempts
to Develop Tesla Park for
Heavy Recreational Use”.
I believe that the park
should be carefully main-
tained as a reserve with
limited access to off-road
gas and electric vehicles.
The many unique plants
and animals on the reserve
need to be protected. Bet-
ter access to the reserve
needs to be built, while be-
ing very careful to protect
the ecosystem. Limited
camping and hiking can be
allowed, but no gas/elec-
tric bicycles or ATVs. This
is a great place to hike and
really explore nature, and I
do not want it to be degrad-
ed with overcamping, trash
and noise disturbing the
animals. The park should
have its own group of
rangers to patrol and keep
it safe. Special care should
be taken to protect the
endangered animals that
live on the reserve. There
should be tight restrictions
on fire use while camping.
Campsites should be kept
to a minimum. This will
protect the reserve and all
the visitors.

Vote for Aisha

Wahab in CA-14

Special Election

Kyoko Takayama, Livermore
On August 18, we have

a Special Election to fill

the vacancy of Swalwell’s

seat. The ballot will arrive

early next week. The two

candidates are both Dems,

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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women of color, and elect-
ed officials. Only one has
bipartisan legislative ex-
perience, and California
Democratic Party endorse-
ment. She keeps showing
up in the Tri-Valley. That
candidate is Aisha Wahab.
I am volunteering for her
because she is a straight
shooter. She listens to you
and doesn’t dodge your
questions. I am tired of the
politicians who show up
only where money or pow-
er is, and don’t answer my
questions. Wahab meets us
eye to eye at community
events, house parties and
town halls. You don’t need
to take my word; show up
at the events and ask her.
She will answer you. Her
name is Aisha Wahab, and
she believes in The Amer-
ican Dream, that everyone
who works hard should
have a shot at success and
should be treated fairly in
America. Vote for Aisha
and drop your ballot at the
drop box so that we can
have a representative back
in DC to start fighting for
us.

It’s Up to Us
John Gameron, Dublin

There’s a very important
election coming up that
will strengthen America’s
will to stand up for truth,
justice and fairness, or con-
tinue a trajectory towards
autocracy.

Already the strategy of
blaming one’s opponent for
what they themselves do is
evident in races from top to

bottom. The president has
been playing this card long
before politics, and local-
ly it’s supervisor Haubert
blaming Aisha Wahab for
attempting to hold spending
by the board to account. His
argument is one of decep-
tion, deflection and hypoc-
risy. Motive? Get Melissa
Hernandez, a political cro-
ny, elected.

He has  millionaire
friends with deep pockets
and self-serving motives.
He, like so many, has for-
gotten — public service
should serve the public.

It’s unfortunate that mon-
ey is so effective at deter-
mining elections. I can only
attribute this to time. Many
voters, because of ever bus-
ier lives and trying to make
a living, source much of
their ballot information on
deceptive ads and sketchy
endorsements. The irony is,
the harder the political ma-
chine, driven by deep pocket
millionaires and billionaires
working to back “friendly”
candidates to benefit them-
selves and not the public
good, the harder the average
person has to work. It’s a co-
nundrum that works against
us more and more. “POW-
ER” understands this!

I truly hope this next
election, people careful-
ly invest time to stop the
momentum  “corruption”
has played in infecting our
democracy and pitting us
against each other.

And remember, even if
you don’t “do politics,” it’s
always “doing you.”

I Think Ken Burns
Got It Right
Frank Cannella, Livermore
Recently renowned film
historian Ken Burns was
interviewed by a report-
er, and the discussion was
shown on T.V. The opin-
ions he shared really made
me stand at attention. At
their core were his com-
ments about great Ameri-
can leadership in the past.
He made the comment
that truly great leaders do
not worry about building
monuments to themselves
during their tenure; in-
stead, they do their honest
best at the job at hand and
allow historians to build
the monuments, if any are
deserved. Think of the Lin-
coln Memorial, the Wash-
ington Monument, and Mt.
Rushmore to name a few.
Each of those monuments
were built acknowledging
achievements made years
after these people had
passed away, and their ac-
tions were judged by histo-
ry. Only an insecure despot
would build monuments to
himself/herself while they
were still in power. Can
you think of anyone you
know of who might stoop
to such an egotistical ges-
ture? I can.

Thank You
Keith Jackson, Dublin

I asked Trump support-
ers to explain why they still
supported him after all he
has done, and boy did I get a
winning response from John
Lahommedieu of Dublin.
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Apparently, we won the war
with Iran, saved the Middle
East, and prevented a nucle-
ar war. So why are gas pric-
es so high? This is a page
out of the Trump playbook.
Screw up a job and just call
it a victory. And how have
we prevented a nuclear war
with a country that has not
yet built a nuclear bomb?
Many countries want a nu-
clear bomb as a deterrent
from larger countries want-
ing to invade them and take
their resources. (Sound fa-
miliar?) Trump also claims
that if Iran had a nuclear
bomb, they would imme-
diately use it. No country
would, because they know
the nuclear retaliation would
be devastating. The writer
says that sometimes sac-
rifices have to be made for
the common good. That is
true, but the common good
in this case is apparently
Trump and his friends’ per-
sonal wealth, and we all get
to make the sacrifices. He
says that I made accusations
of lying and graft but offered
no proof. The trouble is that
I only get 300 words in this
paper, so instead of long de-
scriptions, just watch any of
Trumps news conferences
to witness his lying and in-
coherence. He ends by giv-
ing thanks to the lord and
Trump. (Apparently, they
are one and the same for
him.) Despite what MAGA
man says, | do appreciate
what people over the years
have sacrificed for this
country. Trump has never
sacrificed anything for this
country. People everywhere
are working hard to fight for
our democracy as Trump
works to take our rights
away. What do you think?

Welcome to

Trump World: The

Qatari Fiasco

Rosario Milelli, Pleasanton
Over a year ago in this

forum, I stated, “The Qa-

tari 747 ‘gift’ only the

LIVERMORE VALLEY
arts—

stupidest person on earth
would accept”. On July 1st,
Trump’s inaugural flight
on the Qatari jet, he shared
his excitement for the new
aircraft and its foreign
builders, saying the U.S.
“couldn’t build a plane like
this.” Obviously false; the
jet was built by Boeing and
modified by L3Harris. He
was referring to the gold
toilets previously installed
by the Qatari king.

But guess what hap-
pened; Trump was not
allowed to fly back from
Turkey on the Qatari jet be-
cause of the Iran threat and
the apparent lack of ade-
quate defensive capability.
He was forced to fly on the
old presidential aircraft,
VC-25A, for safety rea-
sons. The ridiculous story
about sending it to England
so the troops could see it,
seriously?

Trump insisted the ret-
rofit be completed by July
4th, ten months total retro-
fit time. So, the Air Force,
bowing to Trump’s wishes,
admitted they cut corners;
they deleted capabili-
ties, details are obviously
classified. The Air Force

claimed the Qatari jet as
modified was safe and se-
cure. But clearly unable to
complete the required pres-
idential mission.

So what has the so called
“free” Qatari Bridge air-
craft actually cost? We will
never know the truth, but
the actual modifications
are reported to be about
$400 million. The Air
Force bought two similar
747s for $400 million; one
to do training, the other for
parts. They leased a 747 to
train the pilots; they built
full scale mockups, spares;
my guess is a total of one
billion dollars. As a re-
minder, this goes to Trump
in two years.

(See MAILBOX, page 6)
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EFA-21032-A-E-AD © 2026 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

4.15%

1 Year

LIVE AT THE BANKHEAD

|

TRI-VALLEY
THEATRE
COMPANY

.

SPONGEBOB
MUSICAL

Aug1-16,2026

Who lives in a pineapple under the sea
& became Broadway’s hottest star?

SpongeBob SquarePants!

Get ready for a hilarious, high-energy musical
adventure that will entertain & delight all ages!

THE SPONGEBOB MUSICAL is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals.

www.concordtheatricals.com

CLUB BANKHEAD
Great Jazz. Up Close.

Take your seat on The Bankhead stage for an intimate
evening with exceptional jazz artists.

MARTY ISENBERG'S
THE WAY | FEEL INSIDE:
INSPIRED BY WES ANDERSON
FRIAUG 7|8 PM

Limited seating.

GET TICKETS NOW!

SINATRA SALOON
A TALE & A TUNE

FRISEP 4|8 PM

LivermoreArts.org | 925.373.6800
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Local artist Kent Moore’s painted red, white, and blue chair entitled “Celebrating
250,” is the picture of patriotism. Those who missed the July 11 in-person auction
still have an opportunity to support the Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council. A limited
number of these unique, hand-crafted chairs remain available for direct purchase on
the PCAC website. The full gallery can be viewed and remaining pieces purchased
at pleasantonarts.org/chairity-fundraiser. To secure a specific selection, buyers can
email info@pleasantonarts.org with the name of the chair in the subject line. (Photo
courtesy of PCAC)

PUSD

(Continued from page 3)

challenges — including declin-
ing enrollment, rising costs, the
loss of pandemic-era funding
and and comparatively low
Local Control Funding Formu-
la revenue — prompted trust-
ees to approve approximately
$11.2 million in reductions for
the 2026-27 fiscal year. How-
ever, some of those staffing
cuts have since been rescinded
or restored after additional
funding became available.
Those discussions fol-
lowed months of budget
planning, negotiations and
cost-cutting efforts.

At its June 11 meeting,
the board approved using
approximately $11 million in
anticipated one-time funding

| |
o
2

5
2

5

to strengthen the district’s
financial position and tempo-
rarily restore health services
assistant positions.

District officials also said
the elementary music program
will continue in its current
format without restoring the
previously proposed 1.26 FTE
reduction because of adjusted
enrollment and staffing pro-
jections.

During public comment,
several teachers and parents
urged trustees to restore class-
room support positions, argu-
ing the proposed reductions
would negatively affect stu-
dents and increase classroom
teachers’ workloads.

Rachel Ensler, a teacher at

Lydiksen Elementary School,
said the proposal would shift
additional responsibilities to
classroom teachers and under-
mine foundational learning.

“This proposal does not
work for kids, and today’s
dollars need to be spent on the
children in front of us now. If
we’re not supporting them at
the foundational level, then
they’re not going to be as
successful going forward,”
Ensler said.

Se added that integrating
science instruction into the
classroom does not align with
the district’s science standards
and would reduce instructional
time while increasing teachers’
workloads.

MAILBOX

(Continued from page 5)

All this expense to sat-
isfy Trump’s ego, an un-
usable plane, a similar
outcome as the reflecting
pool paint job.

Holding Them
Accountable
Ramona Krausnick, Dublin
Before  this  year’s
primary election, Eric
Swalwell, our East Bay
Congressman running
for California Governor,
needed to withdraw from
his campaign and then re-
sign from Congress due
to sexual assault charges,
even those committed in
the past. Now, before the
November election, Gra-
ham Platner, Democratic
candidate for Maine’s crit-
ical Senate seat, has been
forced to withdraw from
his campaign due to sex-
ual assault charges, again
in the past. Question: why

is this information coming
out NOW right before an
election instead of when
these sexual crimes were
committed in the past?
I’m not saying the crimes
didn’t happen — only the
accused candidates and
the women accusers know
for sure. I’'m only asking:
who dug up this dirt in
the first place so close to
an election? Was it one of
their Democratic rivals or
a Republican?

Trump’s history of sex-
ual crimes is much longer
than these two. Ten years
ago, he admitted on the
Access Hollywood tape
that he could grope wom-
en whenever he wanted
because “when you’re a
star, you can do anything”
(check it out). He was
elected in spite of that.
Three years ago, while in
office, he was convicted

of sexually assaulting and
defaming E. Jean Carroll
years ago. Now a judge
has finally ordered him to
pay her $5 million. Then
there are the Epstein files
where his name was re-
dacted from certain (but
not all) pages.

Why are the Republi-
cans not up in arms and
demand that Trump re-
sign due to sexual assault
charges? Eric Swalwell
and Graham Platner have
been held accountable.
Why hasn’t Trump been
held accountable? Are
only the Democrats held
accountable for their sex-
ual crimes and the Repub-
licans not held account-
able? Are the Democrats
the only ones willing to
accept responsibility for
their actions and the Re-
publicans not willing?

~Indlependent

READER SNAPSHOTS
Share Your Best Shot

We are looking for local photos to feature in The Independent’s new Reader
Snapshots section. Whether it's a beautiful moment, a slice of Tri-Valley life or
something that made you smile, we want to see it. Email your image, full name, city
of residence and a brief caption to editor@independentnews.com for a chance to be

featured in an upcoming issue.

OPENING NIGHT
AT THE BANKHEAD

A FUNDRAISER FOR LIVERMORE VALLEY ARTS
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 2026 | 5 PM

One Night Only

Award-Winning
Grammy Artist

Lyle Lovett

3.

$
o

!
!

GIEE

ON

SALE NOW!

LivermoreArts.org | 925.373.6800

An incredible concert.
A lively after-party.

A meaningful cause.

Join us for our biggest fundraiser of the year featuring
four-time Grammy Award winner Lyle Lovett. Enjoy
tapas-style bites, a welcome beverage, exciting live &
silent auction packages, and opportunities to support
Arts Education programs.

Then celebrate on the Bankhead Plaza for an after-
-\ party with live music from Matt Axton and dancing
<~ under the stars.
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Jean King, Denise Watkins, Jean Shuler, and David Haubert, Alameda County Supervisor,
First District.
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Latest Luke Ryder Murder Mystery Is
Set in Livermore’s Stomping Grounds

LIVERMORE — Liv-
ermore resident and
award-winning author
John Bluck has set his
latest mystery about es-
pionage, murder and a
fusion-powered rocket in
his hometown.

“Murder in Livermore,”
published this month by
Rough Edges Press, is the
seventh book in Bluck’s se-

ries about Kentucky Depu-
ty Sheriff Luke Ryder.

In “Murder in Liver-
more,” the FBI asks for Ry-
der’s help in investigating
the murder of a Lawrence
Livermore National Labo-
ratory engineer working on
a national defense project.

“I chose my hometown
as the setting for this sev-
enth volume of my Luke

Ryder series because visu-
alizing the story unfold in
a familiar place was easy,”
Bluck said.

Bluck is a former tv
news cameraman, Army
journalist and public affairs
officer for the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA).
His first Luke Ryder novel,
“Murder in the Hollar,”

was published in 2021.

Rachel Del Grosso, an
editor with Rough Edges
Press, noted that Bluck’s
“background in journalism,
the military and NASA
comes through in the story
(and) gives the book a real
sense of authenticity.”

“To Die in Livermore”
is available in paperback
and as an e-book.

POWER

(Continued from front page )

From left, Scott State, representing NorthStar, and Tyler Bernstein, CEO and co-founder of Zeno Power, are pictured
standing in one of the hot cells at the Vallecitos Nuclear Center. This specialized, shielded infrastructure will be
repurposed for manufacturing Zeno Power’s nuclear batteries, bringing new life to the historic site. (Photo courtesy

of Zeno Power)

“These systems need to
operate for years without
human involvement — nu-
clear batteries enable this
persistence and reduce risk
to defense personnel, espe-
cially in contested regions.”

Similarly, he said that in
many regions of outer space,
“solar power becomes unre-
liable or insufficient. Nucle-
ar batteries will enable con-
tinuous operation through
two-week-long lunar nights,
in permanently shadowed
regions on the Moon, and
support deep space missions
where sunlight is too weak
for solar power. They’re
essential infrastructure for
the next generation of space
exploration.”

For example, the two
Voyager spacecrafts, which
toured the solar system in
the 1970s and 1980s, rely

on nuclear batteries for their
power. Launched in 1977,
the two spacecrafts contin-
ue to transmit data to Earth
despite leaving the solar
system and operating for
almost 50 years.

Alameda County Super-
visor David Haubert called
the agreement “a major
win for Alameda County.
Zeno’s investment creates
high-skilled jobs, preserves
decades of irreplaceable nu-
clear expertise at Vallecitos,
and generates significant
economic activity in our
region. We’re proud that
Alameda County will be
home to the advanced man-
ufacturing capabilities that
power America’s defense,
space exploration, and com-
mercial missions.”

The site’s former owner
GE Hitachi began work with

NorthStar Group Services in
2023 to decontaminate the
site, including removal of
its main reactor and spent
fuel that year. GE Hitachi
transferred site ownership
to NorthStar in March 2025,
which has continued decon-
tamination work with the
goal of restoring commer-
cial and industrial uses on
the 1,600-acre site.

Zeno has partnered with
NorthStar to restore the hot-
cell infrastructure as decon-
tamination work continues
across the broader complex.
Zeno plans to deliver its first
systems in 2027.

“The Tri-Valley has been
a center of innovation for
decades, and Zeno’s resto-
ration of a key portion of
Vallecitos continues that
proud tradition,” said Ka-
tie Marcel, CEO of Inno-

TAX

(Continued from front page )

increase. Thirteen percent of
respondents were neutral and
20% opposed the increase.
The Pleasanton Chamber
of Commerce has remained
neutral on the measure.

The council also vot-
ed unanimously to form a
subcommittee to draft the
measure’s primary argu-
ment. Nibert and Eicher will
serve on the subcommittee.
Primary arguments are due
Aug. 13 and rebuttal argu-
ments Aug. 20.

The hotel tax, or transient
occupancy tax (TOT), is
levied on lodging customers
who stay 30 days or less in
the city. Pleasanton, along
with neighboring cities Dub-
lin and Livermore, currently
offers the lowest hotel tax
rate in the county, where
all three municipalities sit
at 8%. Countywide, rates
range between 8% and 14%.

Anecdotal evidence has
suggested that travelers
focus on hotel base rates

and do not change their
destination cities because
of tax rates.

Pleasanton’s ballot mea-
sure, if passed, would raise
the city’s rate to 10% the
first year, and then to 12%
the following year.

“There never is one sin-
gle bullet that answers all
the questions,” Mayor Jack
Balch said. “It’s a variety of
things that come up to make
the solution, and this is one
of them.”

PLEASE HELP BRING MIGUEL HOME

Miguel Lopez left in the photo, next to his son, Julian Lopez, and his wife, Rosa Lopez.
Livermore Wente Winery worker, married father of three and grandfather
Miguel Lopez
remains in Mexico after having been illegally deported last June.

To donate to a GoFundMe account supporting the Lopez family, visit
https://www.gofundme.com/f/bring-miguel-back-to-his-loved-ones

vation Tri-Valley Leader-
ship Group. “This project
demonstrates how pres-
ervation and cutting-edge
technology work together.
We’re excited to welcome
Zeno to our region and
support their growth as they
scale production of nuclear
batteries.”

POLICE

(Continued from front page )

quests made by Oakland
Privacy, Katz-Lacabe
found that dozens of law
enforcement agencies
across California have
been illegally sharing li-
cense plate data with feder-
al and out-of-state agencies
in violation of state law.

PPD, along with police
departments in Oakley, San
Pablo, Redding, Laguna
Beach, Newport Beach
and Pittsburg, shared data
with an agency named
San Diego Sector Border
Patrol — a sector of U.S.
Customs and Border Pro-
tection located in Chula
Vista that covers 60 miles
of the U.S.-Mexico border
plus 114 miles of Califor-
nia coastline.

PPD audits of its data
sharing failed to catch
the federal agency in its
access list.

“The San Diego Sector
Border Patrol, a federal
agency, was inaccurately
listed as a California state
agency on the Agency Data
Sharing Report associated
with the Motorola Vigilant
system,” Albert said. “It
was extremely difficult to
discern the fact it was a
federal agency based upon
how the agency was listed
in the report.”

The city terminated its
contract with Motorola
Vigilant and stopped its
audits in October 2025,
believing the system had
been deactivated, he con-

tinued.

But according to
Katz-Lacabe, Pleasanton’s
system still showed up as
a data source as late as
June. PPD has ruled out the
possibility of internal bad
actors facilitating the leak.

A third-party vendor,
Lehr Auto Electric, in-
stalled the cameras, and
Motorola Vigilant man-
aged their operation. As
of July 14, at least one
Motorola Vigilant cam-
era remained installed in
Pleasanton.

Albert said, “The cam-
eras have been deactivated
and are in the process of
being removed. They are
no longer collecting data
as of last week.”

A class-action lawsuit
filed on June 18 against
Motorola Vigilant alleges
that the company violated
the privacy rights of driv-
ers who drove through sur-
veilled cities. According to
Gibbs Mura, the law firm
representing the plaintiff,
Pleasanton resident Aaron

(See POLICE, page 9)

PAINTING

Free Color Consultation!

Or
$500 Off!
925-577-6864

bobspropainting.com e sssses

Serving
The Tri-Valley
Since 1960

VLR RLNINENRES

AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING
WE SERVIGE ALL MAIOR BRANDS!

Residential & Commercial

Lic. #253756

THOUGHTFULLY
COMPQOSED LIFE.

There’s a certain beauty in living where every detail feels

intentional. At The Whitford, elegant surroundings,

curated experiences, and attentive service come together

to create days that feel unhurried, connections that feel

genuine, and a life that feels exceptional.

Don’t miss the opportunity to be among the first to

experience this elevated approach to retirement living. The

Whitford is taking shape now and will open later this year.

Enjoy a more artful way of living.
Only at The Whitford.
The-Whitford.com | 925.230.3059

THE WHITFORD

Inspired Senior Living

SENIOR LIVING ® ASSISTED LIVING m MEMORY CARE
5751 Arnold Road | Dublin, CA 94568 | The-Whitford.com | 925.230.3059
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HERRIOT

(Continued from front page)

The cast of “Cosi fan tutte” stands with director Rob Herriot (center), whose sudden passing on July 3 is being
deeply mourned by the Livermore Valley Opera community. Pictured with Herriot from left are Samuel Kidd, Sid
Chand, Meryl Dominquez, Megan Potter, Courtney Miller, and Eugene Brancoveanu during the production’s run at
the Bankhead Theater this past March. (Photo courtesy of LVO)

that to what the composer has
given them to sing and what
the composer has given the
orchestra.”

The results yielded char-
acters rich with depth, humor
and life. Herriot had a way of
bringing the most relatable,
timeless aspects of the human
condition to the stage, allow-
ing modern audiences to see
themselves in classic works.

“He was just such a trea-
sured member of the LVO
family,” Kleid said. “And
a lovely human being. Very
gentle. A very fine guy and
it’s a true loss. He was really
admired and loved by the
company.”

Herriot was recognized
across North America for
his work in both opera and
musical theater, directing
for companies such as Cal-
gary Opera, Utah Opera and
Arizona Opera. He was also
a dedicated educator, mento-
ring emerging vocal artists
across Canada, including
prestigious summer programs
and university faculties.

“He was just so wonderful
and humble...so good-na-
tured, he put you at ease right
away,” Kleid said. “And he,
like Erie, knew his craft. He
knew stagecraft and what
to do.”

Herriot is survived by his
husband Lars Treloar and was
open during an interview with
The Independent earlier this
year about sharing the way
that life and its seasons had
influenced the stage direction
for his last LVO work, “Cosi
fan tutte.”

“Now, being older, the
person I married is compro-

mised health-wise. And at
the time I met him, I thought,
‘Man, you’re building a nest
in a falling down tree,”” Her-
riot recalled with tenderness.
“But it was undeniable. I
was like, I can’t not. This is
the person I’m going to love
for life. And that’s what the
conundrum is in this opera.”
Herriot chose to inject the
production with humor on
the heels of deep emotion
throughout because life ex-
perience had taught him how
closely laughter and pain
could sit together. Humor had
been a huge attraction in his
own relationship, he shared.

“That was one of the rea-
sons I fell in love with my
husband. We were able to
laugh,” Herriot said. “In a
way, his whole mandate is
about laughing and being
joyful and experiencing life
one day ata time. One minute
at a time. And it has changed
my entire life.”

Mills’ death was a devas-
tating loss that Herriot, even
in his final days, was still
trying to process. In what
would become Herriot’s last
interview with The Inde-
pendent, his thoughts were
entirely with Mills’ husband,
Tom Rescigno, noting how
deeply the couple had been
entwined.

“That is sort of killing me
in short stabs,” Herriot had
said. “They were so insepa-
rable that I just don’t know
how he’s gonna face it. And
that just crushes me, because
I love (Tom) so much.”

In a poignant twist, it was
actually Rescigno who broke
the news of Herriot’s passing

REFINANCING

(Continued from front page)

terest rate, the district re-
financed a portion of its
outstanding bonds to reduce
borrowing costs without
extending the repayment
term,” SuperintendentMatt
Campbell told The Indepen-
dent. He explained that be-
cause the Refunding Bonds
have lower debt service re-
quirements than the original
bonds, the district’s overall

debt service obligations are
reduced.

This marks the 12th time
DUSD has successfully
lowered interest rates on
its outstanding bonds. Ac-
cording to the district, these
cumulative fiscal steward-
ship efforts have generated
approximately $153.9 mil-
lion in total savings over
the years.

For Daily
Online Local
News Visit

Follow us on n E

to Kleid. But in a move that
speaks to the resilience of
the company — and one that
colleagues say Herriot would
have loved — Rescigno is
stepping into the fold to help
carry the torch.

The LVO Board of Di-
rectors recently made the
unanimous decision to ap-
point Rescigno as its newest
member and Board Artistic
Liaison.

“Tom and Erie were really,
really partners,” Kleid said.
“And there was also a real
artistic partnership.” In fact,
Rescigno hails from an ex-
tremely opera-centric musical
family, Kleid said. His Uncle
Nicola was Maria Callas’
conductor, and his brother Joe
was a prominent conductor as
well, before retiring.

“Even though Tom is a

physicist, he grew up sur-
rounded by opera and knows
it very, very well,” Kleid said.

“They’ve worked a lot
together— obviously nobody
replaces anybody — but it’s
wonderful to have him,”
Kleid said.

In response to the board
appointment Rescigno said
in a phone call with The In-
dependent,

“How do you represent a
person whose life was bigger
than life? You can’t, but I'll
do my best.”

It is a sentiment that
those who knew Rob Herriot
would undoubtedly apply to
him, too. As LVO navigates
this double grief, they do so
carrying both Erie’s artistic
brilliance and Rob’s fierce,
joyful reminder to live—and
laugh — one minute at a time.

‘P is for Pleasanton’
Is Now In Bookstores

PLEASANTON — East
Bay authors Kori and
Sammy Barton have add-
ed a seventh picture book
to their Hometown High-
lights Alphabet Series
with “P is for Pleasanton.”

The Contra Costa cou-
ple published their first
children’s book, “C is
for Concord,” in 2023,
followed by books about
Walnut Creek, Clayton,
Brentwood, Martinez and
Livermore.

The books feature past
and present highlights of
each community through

colorful illustrations, lo-
cal history and whimsical
poetry.

“P is for Pleasanton,”
released last month, trac-
es the history of the city
from the mid-1800s to the
present.

In an online review,
Gabrielle Welk, executive
director of the Pleasan-
ton Downtown Associ-
ation, said the 35-page
book “perfectly captures
the charm, character, and
small-town feel that so
many of us love about this
community.”

DSRSD to Host Online
Candidate Briefing

DUBLIN — The Dublin
San Ramon Services Dis-
trict (DSRSD) will host
an online informational
meeting for candidates
interested in serving on
the district’s board of di-
rectors at 6:30 p.m. on
Monday, Aug. 3,

Two seats on the
five-member nonparti-
san board will be up for
election in November,
including the Division 2
seat, representing south-
west San Ramon, and the
Division 4 seat, represent-
ing central Dublin. Board
members are elected to
four-year terms.

Candidates have until
Friday, Aug. 7, to file with
election officials unless
the current office holder
does not file for election,
in which case the dead-
line will be extended to
Wednesday, Aug. 12.

The Division 2 seat is
currently held by Edward

Duarte, while the Division
4 seat is held by Georgean
Vonheeder-Leopold.

Candidates must be
U.S. citizens at least 18
years old and registered
voters residing within di-
vision boundaries.

Candidates for the Di-
vision 2 seat must file their
candidacy with Contra
Costa County, while can-
didates for the Division 4
seat must file with Ala-
meda County.

Founded in 1953,
DSRSD serves 194,600
people, providing pota-
ble and recycled water
service to Dublin and the
Dougherty Valley area of
San Ramon, wastewater
collection and treatment
to Dublin and south San
Ramon, and contracted
wastewater treatment to
Pleasanton.

For more informa-
tion, go to tinyurl.com/
a279sy2z.

TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 2-26

SPARC PRESENTS HAMLET AT DARCIE KENT VINEYARDS
Experience Shakespeare’s Hamlet beneath the stars at Darcie
KentVineyards in Livermore. As part of SPARC’s 20th Anniversary
season, this outdoor production brings one of the greatest plays
in the English language to life in a spectacular wine country
setting. Guests are encouraged to arrive early, bring a picnic,
and enjoy local wine before the performance. All performances
begin at 7:30 p.m. At Darcie Kent Vineyards, 7000 Tesla Road,
Livermore. See www.sparctheater.org/hamlet for tickets and
information.

Saturday, July 18

LIVERMORE LIONS CLUB SUMMER FESTIVAL

Livermore Lions and Calafia Kitchen are holding a summer
festival at the Vasco Plaza on N.Vasco on July 18 from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Dozens of vendors and face painting will be on hand.
District 2 City Councilman Ben Barrientos will be there to answer
questions and show off the new Springtown Community Park.

Sunday, July 19

ARTISTS SWAP MEET

On July 19 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Livermore Art As-
sociation is holding an artist’s swap meet at Carnegie Park
in Livermore. Refresh your studio and discover new creative
treasures! Join LAA’s Artist Swap Meet to buy, sell, trade, or
give away gently used art supplies, studies, and older artwork.
Afun, casual way to connect with fellow artists and give unused
materials a new life. Free to participate; registration required.
See livermoreartassociation.org for more information.

Saturdays, July 25 and August 29

ART TALKS AT CHOCOLATE FISH

Livermore Art Association will be hosting Art Talks at Chocolate
Fish Coffee Roasters in Livermore from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. Join
fellow artists for a fun and casual creative meetup! Share your
artwork, exchange ideas, discover new materials, and connect
with others who love making art, whether you’re a beginner
or a seasoned artist. See livermoreartassociation.org for more
information.

Saturday, August 1

FREE DAY OF OUTREACH

Families are invited to a free day of fun, food & community!
Enjoy backpack and school supply giveaways, fresh haircuts and
braiding, a delicious BBQ lunch, kids’ activities, raffles, resource
tables, and more! On Aug. 1, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at The Well
Community Outreach Center, 2333 Nissen Drive, Livermore. For
more information, call 925-479-1414.

Saturday, August 1

DRESS A GIRL AROUND THE WORLD

Make simple dresses for girls in Third World countries! The next
monthly Sew-Fest is on Aug. 1, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 1020 Mocho St., Livermore. Bring your
sewing machine or serger, iron, ironing board, scissors, along
with your helping hands. Come for an hour or all day! (Please
bring a bag lunch if you plan to stay all day.) Cheerful cotton
fabric donations are always welcome. Contact Suzanne Beck,
925-352-8447, or suzbeck@yahoo.com for questions or kits
that you can sew from home.

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar and visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online.

Saturday, August 1

THE CASH BOX KINGS TO PERFORM LIVE IN LIVERMORE
The award-winning blues band The Cash Box Kings will perform
live at the AlImost Famous Wine Company in Livermore at 2271
S.Vasco Rd.,onAug. 1 at 7:30 p.m. Ticket price: $33.85-$49.87.
The group, co-led by Chicago blues vocalist and songwriter Os-
car “Mr. 43rd Street” Wilson, and harmonica giant, songwriter,
and singer Joe Nosek, plays masterfully raw, unvarnished, old-
school ensemble blues. More info at www.almostfamous.wine.

Thursday, August 27

AMADOR VALLEY LIONS CLUB’S TRIVIA EVENT

The Amador Valley Lions Club is hosting a fundraising trivia
event from 6-9 p.m. at the Dante Robere Winery in Livermore.
Teams will comprise of no more than six adults. The event
will feature a buffet, trivia contest, silent auction, and raffle.
The cost is $150 per couple ($75 per single) which includes a
buffet dinner from Melo’s Pizza and one bottle of Dante Robere
Wine per couple (two glasses of wine for singles). Proceeds
will benefit local non-profit charities serving the Tri-Valley
area. For reservations and information, call 925-968-4800.

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES

FOOD RELIEF SERVICES

Local residents can access vital food-assistance services to
help meet basic needs. Food relief services can be found at:
Children’s Emergency Food Bank; 7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin;
appointments M-F, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 925-828-5363;

St. Raymond Catholic Church, 11555 Shannon Ave., Dublin;
third Sat. of the month, 8 to 11 a.m.;

Open Heart Kitchen; M-F, noon to 5 p.m.; 450 N. Livermore
Ave., Livermore;

Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry, 150 N. “L” Street, Livermore; 925-
449-1664 — M-Th, 1 to 5 p.m.; Fri/Sat 12 to 4 p.m.;
Alameda County Community Food Bank; 510-635-3663; M-F,
9a.m.t04 p.m.

ONGOING EVENTS

UNDERSTANDING ISLAM

On the third Saturday of every month from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
there will be a free class for women only who would like to
educate themselves about the world’s fastest growing religion,
Islam, and the followers of this faith, Muslims. Offered at Islamic
Center of Livermore.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

In AA, we don’t tell anyone to do anything. We talk about our own
drinking, the trouble we got into, and how we stopped. To find
a local meeting in person or online, visit valleyservicecenteraa.
org or call the 24-hour hotline at 925-829-0666.

SATURDAY PLEASANTON FARMERS MARKET

Open Saturdays, from 10 a.m.to 1 p.m., at Main Street and West
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and over are welcome for specialized
shopping from 9to 10 a.m.

SUNDAY LIVERMORE DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET
Open year-round on Sundays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in downtown
Livermore, on Second St. between J St. and L St.
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Michael Roberts, on top of
simple hotlist matches, the
data collected by the systems
could be used to infer per-
sonal relationships, marital
fidelity, religious observance
and political activities.

PPD still employs 35
readers through another
system known as Flock
Safety. The system detect-
ed about 630,000 unique
vehicles in Pleasanton over
the past 30 days. Flock has
been the subject of its own
controversies, with cities
such as Mountain View and

Los Angeles terminating
their Flock contracts this
year over privacy concerns.

Last month, the Alameda
County Sheriff’s Office re-
vealed that it had found 140
unauthorized searches of its
Flock data between May
2025 and May 2026. As a
result, the sheriff’s depart-
ment reduced the number
of agencies it shares data
with from 346 to 123. The
department also instituted
weekly audits of its li-
cense-plate reader program.

The Alameda County

Board of Supervisors still
renewed a $2.4 million
Flock contract on July 1 af-
ter a sheriff’s presentation
detailed cases solved using
the cameras and suggested
that communities without
the technology could at-
tract criminals.

Motorola Solutions, Inc.
acquired Livermore-based
VaaS International Hold-
ings, Inc. in 2019. VaaS’s
subsidiaries included Vig-
ilant Solutions and its com-
mercial counterpart, Digi-
tal Recognition Network.

TVH Opens Registration for
Pace for Peace Walk/Run

TRI-VALLEY — Tri-Val-
ley Haven (TVH), which
provides shelter, counseling
and support services for the
homeless and victims of
sexual assault and domestic
violence, is accepting reg-
istrations for the nonprof-
it’s annual Pace for Peace
Walk/Run on Saturday,
Oct. 3.

Held during Domestic
Violence Awareness Month,
Pace for Peace is the Liv-

OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS NEED YOUR
SUPPORT, PLEASE DONATE IF YOU ARE ABLE!

Alan Hu Foundation
P.O. Box 762
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-352-6844
Alanhufoundation.org

Allie’s Pals Cat Rescue
PO Box 1835

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-226-8637
AlliesPals.org

Amador Questers
1089 Geneva Street
Livermore, CA 94550-5661
925-200-8750
CalQuest.or
questers1944.org

Amador Valley Lions Club
P. O. Box 1764

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-264-9197
Amador.valley.lions@gmail.com

Amador Valley Quilters
P.O. Box 955

Pleasanton, CA 94566
AmadorValleyQuilters.org

Amador V_aIIeY
Scholarships, Inc

4764 Harrison St.

Pleasanton, CA 94566
amadorvalleyscholarshipsinc.org
American Legion Post 47
522 S. L Street

Livermore, CA 94550
925-699-3831

American Association of
University Women (AAUW)

Livermore-Pleasanton-Dublin

Branch

P.O. Box 661, Livermore, CA
94551-0661

E-mail: info@aauw-lpd.org
Assistance League
Amador Valley

P.O. Box 11843

Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-461-6401
Assistanceleague.org/Amador-valley
Axis Community Health
5925 W. Las Positas Blvd.
Suite 100

Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-201-6068

Axishealth.org

Big Bay Ray, Inc.

Bi% a&ray% gmail.com
925-523-3133

Bigbayray.com

Blankets For Kids
7580 Driftwood Wa
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-846-6155

Camp Arroyo

5535 Arroyo Rd
Livermore, CA 94550
camparroyo.org
camparroyo@uccr.org

Cantabella Children’s Chorus
P.O. Box 131

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-292-2663

Cantabella.org

Cheza Nami

5424 Sunol Blvd. Suite 10-153
Pleasanton, CA 94566
chezanami.org

Children’s Healthy Smile
Project

6183 Corte Santiago
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-353-8832
www.childrenssmileproject.org

Christian Youth Theater
Tri-Valle

P.O. Box 1586
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-421-1351
cyttrivalley.org

Citizens for Balanced
rowt

661 S. N St.

Livermore, CA 94550

CitizensForBalancedGrowth.org

CityServe of Tri-Valley
P.O. Box 1613

Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-223-6947
cityservetrivalley.org

Commqnit¥_ Health
Education Fund
CHEF/TVNF

C/O Maria Mancini
P.O. Box is 420
Livermore, CA 94551

Culinary Angels
4435 First St., #142
Livermore, CA 94550
CulinaryAngels.org

Conscious Touch Teams
ConsciousTouchTeams.org
650-513-8507

Daughters of the British
Empire in Northern
California

John McLaren’s Roses of
Britain Chapter

P.O. Box 575

Pleasanton, Ca 94566
925-998-3500"

Dublin Historical Society
7172 Regional Street, Box 316
Dublin, CA 94568
dublincahistoricalsociety@
gmail.com
www.dublinhistoricalsociety.org

Dublin/San Ramon
Women'’s Club

PO Box 2443

Dublin CA 94568
gfwedsr.org

Emerald Hills Chess
After School Program
Dublin, CA
650-740-6361
EmeraldHillsChess.com

Encore Players

of Livermore

PO Box 3362

Livermore, CA 94551-3361
Encoreolavers.net

Exceptional Needs
Network

P.O. Box 3149
Livermore, CA 94551
925-215-2281
ennetwork.org

Experimental Aircraft
Association - Chapter 663
680 Terminal Circle, Unit 372
Livermore, CA 94551
eaabb3.org/donate

Feral Cat Foundation
P.O. Box 1173

Alamo, CA 94507
925-829-9098
Feralcatfoundation.org

Fertile GroundWorks
4743 East Avenue
Livermore, CA 94550
925-344-9090
Fertilegroundworks.org

First Tee Tri-Valley
4501 Pleasanton Ave.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
FirstTeeTriValley.org

Friends of the Livermore
Librar

P.O. Box 2483

Livermore, CA 94551
friendsoflivermorelibrary.org

Friends of Open Space
and Vineyards

P.O. Box 1191

Livermore, CA 94551
fov.org

Friends of Pleasanton
Senior Center

5353 Sunol Blvd.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
935-931-5365
seniorcenterfriends.org

Garden Tri-Valley

690 North L Street
Livermore, CA 94551
925-454-3349
www.futures-explored.org

Girls Soccer Worldwide
P.O. Box 219

Livermore, CA 94551
925-200-4457
GirlsSoccerWorldWide.com

Goodness Village
1660 Freisman Rd.
Livermore, Ca 94551
GVLivermore.org

Hivel

6601 Owens Drive, Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-417-8733

BeHively.org

Hope Hospice

6377 Clark Ave.

Dublin, CA 94568
925-829-8770
HopeHospice.com/donate

Interfaith Sharing Inc.
678 Enos Way

Livermore, CA 94551
925-366-5567
saintbartslivermore.com

Kids Bike Lane
P.O. Box 2534
Livermore, CA 94551
(925) 352-2557
kidsbikelane.org

Las Positas College
Foundation

3000 Campus Hill Drive
Livermore, CA 94551
925-424-1010
LPCFoundation.org

Little Miracles Inc.

1039 Serpentine Lane Suite E
Pleasanton Ca 94566
Littlemiraclespleasanton.org

Livermore-Amador
Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 901
Livermore, CA 94551
l-ags.org

Livermore Amateur
Radio Klub

BO Box 3190

Livermore, CA. 94550
https://livermoreark.org/

Livermore-Amador
Symphony Guild

P.O. Box 1049

Livermore, CA 94551
925-447-6454
Livermoreamadorsymphony.org/guild

Livermore Area Recreation
& Park District Foundation
P.O. Box 3403

Livermore, CA 94551
925-373-5730
Larpd.org/larpd-foundation

Livermore Art Association
P.O. Box 216

Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927
Livermoreartassociation.org

Livermore Filipino-
American Organization, Inc.
P.O. Box 172

Livermore, CA 94551
Livermorefilam.org

Livermore-Granad
Boosters

2117 Fourth St.

Livermore, CA 94550
livermoregranadaboosters.org

Livermore Heritage Guild
P.O. Box 961

Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927

Lhg.org

Livermore Homeless
Refuge

4743 East Ave.

Livermore, CA 94550
925-895-4167
livermorehomelessrefuge.org

Livermore Jazz Society
info@livermorejazzsociety.org
503-459-2530
livermorejazzsociety.org

Livermore K9 Foundation
PO Box 1064

Livermore, CA. 94551

(925) 209-1029
livermorek9.org

Livermore K9
Foundation
925-495-1153

Livermore Lab Foundation
c/o UC Office of National Labs
7000 East Avenue, B661/L-794
Livermore, CA 94550
925-453-9382
Livermorelabfoundation.org

Livermore Lions Club
P.O. Box 975

Livermore, CA 94551
805-405-8743

Livermore Pleasanton
Fire Fighters Foundation
4847 Hopyard Road

Suite 4, PMB 303

Pleasanton, CA 94588

One Go

2303 Wood Hollow Drive
Livermore CA 94550

925 980-4554
onegoeducationsupport.com
info@onegoeducationsuppor.com

Livermore Valley
Education Foundation
849 East Stanley Boulevard
PMB Box 143

Livermore, CA 94550
LVEF.org

Livermore Valley Opera
P.O. Box 1002

Livermore, CA 94551
925-321-6964
Livermorevalleyopera.com

Livermore Valley
Performing Arts Center
2400 First St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-6100
LivermoreArts.com
Minding Music

PO Box 205

1141 Catalina Dr.
Livermore, California. 94550.
(669) 237-0526
MindingMusic.Org

Monthly Miracles
5211 Demarcus Blvd
Dublin, CA 94568

Monthlymiracles.org

Movements For The Mind
MovementsForTheMind.com
movementsforthemind@gmail.com

Museum on Main
603 Main Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566
902-462-2766
Museumonmain.org

NAMI Tri-Valley
164 N. L St., Suite 104,
Livermore, CA 94550
925-344-4480
nami-trivalley.org

Next Step

1010 Murrieta Blvd.
Livermore CA 94550
(925) 425-0414
info@next-step.org
next-step.org
partnersofnextstep.org

Open Heart Kitchen
1141 Catalina Dr. # 137,
Livermore CA 9 4550
(mailing address only)
925-580-1616
OpenHeartKitchen.org

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
PO Box 3134

Livermore, CA 94551
925-324-2775
www.pacificchamberorchestra.org

Pacific Locomotive
Assoc., Inc. Operators of
Niles Canyon Railway
P.O. Box 51

Sunol, CA 94586-0515
510-996-8420

NCRY.ORG

Parkinson’s Network of
Mount Diablo / Tri Valley
PD Support

PNMD.net
trivalley@pnmd.net

Partners for Change Tri-Valley
4743 East Ave.

Livermore, CA 94550
510-773-6356

pfctv.org

Paws In Need
Info@Paws-In-Need.org
925-551-1877
Paws-In-Need.org

Pedrozzi Foundation
1141 Catalina Drive, #170
Livermore, CA 94550
925-456-3700
Pedrozzi.org

Pleasanton Art League
P.O. Box 23

Pleasanton, CA 94566
Pal-art.com

Pleasanton Community
Concert Ban

P.O. Box 135

Pleasanton, CA 94566
info@pleasantonband.org
PleasantonBand.org

Pleasanton MilitaryFamilies
3111 Half Dome Dr.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
PleasantonMilitaryFamilies.org

Quest Science Center
P.O. Box 2129

Livermore, CA 94551
925-292-8099
Quest-Science.org

Reins In Motion
Therapeutic Riding Program
P.O. Box 1001

Livermore, CA 94551
reinsinmotionca.com

Robot Garden Makerspace
700 Terminal Circle
Livermore, CA 94551
RobotGarden.org

Rotarian Foundation of
Livermore

P.O. Box 2181

Livermore, CA 94551-2181
rotarianfoundationlivermore.org

Runestone Ranch

First Responder Wellness
hello@runestoneranch.org
runestoneranch.org

School Of Imagination
& Happy Talkers

9801 Dublin Blvd.

Dublin, CA 94568
925-829-9555
Schoolofimagination.org

Shakespeare’s Associates,
Inc, dba Shakespeare &
Performing Arts Regional
Company (SPARC)

P.O. Box 2616

Livermore, CA 94551
925-443-2273
sparctheatre.org

Shepherds Gate
1660 Portola Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-443-4283
ShepherdsGate.org

Sleep In Heavenly Peace
Alameda Co.
Daniel.curtis@shpbeds.org
510-827-7033

Shpbeds.org

SPECTRUM Community
Services, Inc/Meals

on Wheels

2621 Barrington Ct.
Hayward, CA 94545
510-881-0300
SpectrumCS.org

Student Education Loan
Fund SELF

P.O. Box 2475
Livermore, CA 94550
info@selfloans.org
selfloans.org

St. Vincent de Paul Society
c/o St. Michael Church

458 Maple St.

Livermore, CA 94550
925-758-0126

Sunflower Hill
info@sunflowerhill.org
925-800-1042
SunFlowerhill.org

The Taylor Family
Foundation

P.O. Box 2450

Livermore CA, 94551
925-455-5118 / TTFF.org

Three Valleys Community
Foundation

5960 Inglewood Drive, Suite 201
Pleasanton, CA 94588
info@3vcf.org / www.3VCF.org

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
P.O. Box 11143

Pleasanton, CA 94588
TVAR.org

Tri-Valley Community
Television Foundation
4663 Bernal Ave., Suite B
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-462-3030
TV30foundation.org

Tri-Valley Conservancy
1457 First St.

Livermore, CA 94550
925-449-8706
Trivalleyconservnacy.org

Tri-Valley Haven
3663 Pacific Ave.
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-5842
TriValleyHaven.org

Tri-Valley Nonprofit
Alliance

P.O. Box 2467
Livermore, CA 94550
TVNPA.org

Tri Valley Reach
P.O. Box 5564
Pleasanton, CA 94566
TriVallyReach.Org

Tri-Valley Repertory
Theatre

P.O. Box 1445
Pleasanton, CA 94566
info@trivalleyrep.com
Trivalleyrep.org

Tri-Valley Seek and Save
P.O. Box 701

Livermore, CA 94551-0701
(925) 895-1041
TriValleySeekandSave.org

ValleyCare Charitable
Foundation/Stanford
Health Care-ValleyCare
1111 E. Stanley Blvd.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-4560
GiveValleyCare.org

Valley Concert Chorale
P.O. Box 286

Livermore, CA 94551
Valleyconcertchorale.org

Valley Dance Theatre
2247-B Second St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-243-0925
Valleydancetheatre.com

Valley Humane Society
3670 Nevada St.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-426-8656
ValleyHumane.org

Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Post 7265

522 S. L Street

Livermore, CA 94550
925-577-3327
VFW7265.0rg

Wiesner Memorial Senior
Fund

4444 East Avenue

Livermore, CA 94550
925-989-1765
info@wiesnerfund.org
wiesnerfund.org

FREE NONPROFIT LISTING FOR LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS.

If you would like to be added please email kim@independentnews.com

ermore-based nonprofit’s
primary fundraising event.

“Every step taken at Pace
for Peace helps strengthen
the safety net for survivors
in our community,” said
Carolina Alaniz, director of
domestic violence services.

“Each year, Tri-Valley
Haven provides safety, sup-
port and hope to hundreds
of women and children
seeking refuge from do-
mestic violence,” Alaniz

said. “This event not only
raises critical funds but also
demonstrates to survivors
that our community stands
with them.”

Participants can choose
between a 5K walk/run,
10K run, or the fami-
ly-friendly 500-meter Kids
Dash, featuring a wheel-
chair-accessible course and
open to ages.

To register, go to trival-
leyhaven.org.

OBITUARIES

Richard “Dick” Braden
Dec. 10,1939 — June 21, 2026

Richard “Dick” Braden was
born in Santa Rosa, California
to Roland and Mable Braden
Dec. 10, 1939. On June 21,
the world lost this wonderful
man, who was known for his
intelligence and selflessness.
Throughout his life, he was a
pillar of his community; first
growing up in Petaluma, then
Pleasanton as a young man,
and later in Livermore.

Dick graduated with a
Bachelor of Science degree in
civil engineering from the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley.
After earning his degree, Dick
began his career at MacKay
and Somps as a civil engineer.
Remarkably, this was both his
first and his only professional
job. He dedicated 45 years to
the same company, serving in
various roles across different
locations. He often remarked,
“It wasn’t work because I
wanted to be there; I enjoyed
every day.”

His strong work ethic in-
spired him to volunteer exten-
sively within his communities.
In Pleasanton, he devoted 15
years to the Fire Department
and held numerous board posi-
tions in the Pleasanton Jaycees
and Native Sons of the Golden
West, including President.

When he and his late wife,
Jo-Ann, decided to move to
Livermore, Dick seamlessly

transitioned his focus to sup-
porting his new community.
He served on multiple boards,
including the Granada Bowl
Match Club, Las Positas Men’s
Golf, and was a member of the
Seniors in Retirement.

While he cherished his
community service, Dick’s
passions extended to social
and recreational activities.
His favorite pastimes included

golf, bowling, gardening, and
dancing.

Dick is survived by his sis-
ter, Karen Heisel of Missouri;
two daughters, Joanne Braden
of El Cajon and Cindy Brady
of Ramona; and a number of
grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

Callaghan Mortuary is hon-
ored to be serving the Braden
family. An online guestbook
is available for condolences at
www.callaghanmortuary.com.

Eleanor Jean Gannaway
Feb. 21,1929 — June 11,2026

Eleanor will be sorely
missed by her many friends
and loved ones after her passing
in Pleasanton at the remarkable
age of 97.

She was born in Baldwin
Park, California to Carrie
Matilda Brink and Elwood
Black, the youngest of their
four children. After enjoying
several years there, in what
was then a rural area, the family
moved to the Highland Park
area of Los Angeles. Here she
had an active life in high school,
married John Gannaway Jr., and
welcomed two daughters.

John’s career moved the
family several times from Cal-
ifornia to Arizona to Utah,
and finally back to California,
where Eleanor happily lived
the last 54 years in Pleasan-
ton. After John’s passing at a
young age, she moved on to
live an active independent life
that included a long successful
career at Lawrence Livermore
Lab, many community focused
activities, and many meaning-
ful friendships. She loved the
outdoors, and when she wasn’t
tending to her beautiful gar-
dens, she could be seen daily
walking and hiking the trails for
miles. She was a weekly fixture
for over 30 years shopping at
the Saturday Farmer’s Mar-
ket. She loved the wonderful
produce and flowers, and the
special vendors that became
dear friends.

After her retirement, she
immediately dedicated herself
to volunteering for multiple
causes. She drove Cancer So-
ciety patients to life-saving
treatments, providing reliable
transportation and welcomed
comfort. She also delivered for
Meals on Wheels, and even-
tually worked thousands of
hours as a Valley Care Hospital
Volunteer Auxiliary member.

She will be remembered as
a bright, talented, extremely
generous person that cherished
her family and many friends.
Eleanor was a perfectionist that
truly made the most of every
day. She nurtured her family
in a warm, loving home with
beautifully prepared meals,
special home-sewn outfits, and
the joy of beloved pets. She

and her many treasured friends
stayed in touch throughout her
life and continued to visit until
the very end.

She was preceded in death
by her brother Harry Black
(his wife Edith and their son
Steven), bother Horace, sister
Anna Hand, and daughter Sha-
ron Myers.

She is survived by her
daughter Marilyn Stuckey,
nephew Jim Parker, nieces De-
nise Sciandra and Diana Koer-
ber and their beloved families.

The family offers heartfelt

gratitude to the special care-
givers at Creekview Skilled
Nursing in Pleasanton for pro-
viding exceptional care and
comfort and love. Thank you
also to Zenith Hospice Care for
providing relief and comfort in
her last days, and to the mem-
bers of Livermore Presbyterian
Church for their faithful support
and visits.

Donations in Eleanor’s hon-
or to the American Cancer
Society or the Valley Humane
Society of Pleasanton would be
welcome.

A memorial celebration will
be announced at a later date.
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Junior Livestock Auction Rounds Out Alameda County Fair

By Kathryn Stroud

TRI-VALLEY — While
some fair attendees might
have walked home with
prizes and stomach aches
from too much funnel
cake, others walked away
with a literal ton of beef
from the Junior Livestock
Auction.

The auction took place
last Sunday, the final day
of the Alameda County
Fair. It started at 9 a.m.,
with hundreds of people
packed into the stands,
ready to bid on animals
that had been raised by
students participating in
Future Farmers of Amer-
ica (FFA) or 4-H. Both
are agricultural programs
focused on youth devel-
opment through education
and hands-on learning ex-
periences, such as raising
livestock for the county
fair.

“It’s completely stu-
dent-led. They feed them,
they bathe them, they train
them,” explained Ashley
Porter, Livermore Future
Farmers of America (FFA)
advisor. Porter comes
from a multigenerational
Livermore family with
deep roots in the fair’s
livestock events. In fact,
she has been coming to
the fair since she was two
months old.

“It’s a family tradition
at this point,” Porter said.
“As soon as I could show,
I was in the ring.”

Growing up, Porter
raised and showed many
animals herself through
Livermore FFA. Now she
serves as an advisor to the
dozens of students partici-
pating in the auction.

“There are cattle,
sheep, pigs, goats and
turkeys. Many students
show multiple animals,
especially now that we’ve
added the turkey project.
They think the turkeys are
so much fun,” said Porter.

One of those students
showing is Mia Martin, a
sophomore and the soon-
to-be president of the Liv-
ermore FFA. This year, she
raised two steers, one pig,
and 18 turkeys.

“I’ve been showing
since I was nine years
old,” Martin said.

Not only are the an-
imals raised by the stu-
dents, but they are also the
ones expected to reach out
to past buyers and auction
attendees to market them-
selves and their animals.
One way this happens is
through the buyers letters.

“About a month before
the actual auction, the

kids will write buyers
letters that tell buyers
about the animals and
the students, including
what they’re involved in
at school and personal
tidbits,” explained Porter.

P

Livermore FFA member Mia

what actually happens to
the animal after the gavel
falls. Bidders are paying
for the live weight, but
what eventually arrives
at their door is fully pro-
cessed meat. This can be

tough to visualize when
the number on the auction
board reads in the hun-
dreds of pounds.

Grace Sullivan, a high
school senior and member
of Palomares 4-H Club in

'Madrid showcae h'er 254Ib pigtoa érowd of biddef; at th

e Junior Livestock Au&ion,

Castro Valley, set out to
solve that problem this
year. She designed an ex-
hibit for the auction that
shows roughly how much
meat buyers can expect
based on the species they

1
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capping off months of hard work raising and training her animal for the fair. (Photo by Kathryn Stroud)

Since many of the buyers
are local, they want to
support the students, often
paying more than market
price for the animals.

The letters the students
send, according to Porter,
make a big difference
for the buyers. “If they
did a good job talking to
buyers, they might have
more buyers supporting
them,” she said.

The order of the auc-
tion is determined by the
earlier judging rounds,
beginning with small an-
imals, such as turkeys,
then moving to larger an-
imals, finally ending with
steers. Once an animal
sells, the fair cuts the
student a check directly.
What happens with the
money afterward is up to
them. Some reinvest it into
next year’s project, buying
a new animal or covering
feed costs. Others put it
into savings for college.

For buyers, the final
piece of the puzzle can
be the hardest to picture:

How much freezer space do you need for a literal ton of beef? Palomares 4-H Club member and high school senior Grace

purchase. The display uses
stacked boxes, each repre-
senting one cubic foot, to
illustrate the difference:
lamb and goat take up just
a few boxes, while a full
beef order might mean
buying a second freezer
altogether.

“It just gives a good
gauge for how much freez-
er space you might need,”
Sullivan explained.

Or, as one passerby
noted, how many friends
you might have to share
your boxes and boxes of
meat with.

For Porter, the value of
the program goes beyond
the final sale price. “It
teaches the kids to care
for something other than
themselves,” she said,
adding that she has seen
the growth in students
firsthand, especially in
first-year members who
arrive at the barn with no
experience at all. “There
are students who have
never done anything like
this before, and the sense
of accomplishment they
get when they finish their
project — though maybe
that’s because they get to
sleep in on Monday,” she
said, laughing.

The Junior Livestock
Auction is an annual event
at the Alameda County
Fair and has been hap-
pening for over 40 years.
To support local youth
agriculture, look out for
what the students raise
next year.

L}

Sullivan answers that very question with her educational exhibit at the Alameda County Fair. (Photo — Kathryn Stroud)

Alden Lane Nursery Will Host
Annual ‘Art Under the 0aks’

LIVERMORE — Alden
Lane Nursery, 981 Alden
Lane, will host the annual
Art Under the Oaks, featur-
ing works by more than 35
local artists, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Saturday, July 18,
and Sunday, July 19.

Food will be available
from Taco Madre, Won-
der Philly, Cousin’s Maine
Lobster and SmoothieLi-

cious, while several Liv-
ermore wineries will offer
a wine-tasting booth with
the proceeds going to the
LARPD Foundation, a non-
profit that supports Liver-
more Area Recreation and
Park District programs.
Participating wineries
include Arroyo Cellars, Cel-
lar 13 Winery, Del Valle
Winery, JMC Cellars, Mc-

Grail Vineyards and Wente
Vineyards.

Entertainment will be
provided by WithHarmo-
ny, The Blues Bottle Band
and New Shoes Blues on
Saturday, and by Raphael
Joson, Herb Tor Blues and
Extended Roots on Sunday.

Admission and parking
are free.

Library to Train Literacy Volunteers

LIVERMORE — Liver-
more Public Library is offer-
ing a free, three-part training
program this month for adult
literacy volunteers at the
Civic Center Library, 1188
S. Livermore Ave.

The library said volun-
teers are needed to work
with adults on basic reading,

writing, and conversation
skills for a few hours each
week in small groups or on
a one-to-one basis.

Training sessions are
scheduled from 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. on Monday, July
20, Wednesday, July 22, and
Monday, July 27.

No prior experience is

necessary, but volunteers
must attend all three training
sessions.

For more information or
to sign up for training, go
to the Literacy Office at the
Civic Center Library, email
literacy@livermoreca.gov
or call 925-373-5507.

Church Holds ‘Day of Outreach’

LIVERMORE — The Well Community Outreach Center, a nonprofit ministry
of the Well Christian Community Church, will hold a “Day of Outreach” at
2333 Nissen Dr. from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, August 1, from 10 a.m.

to 2 p.m.

The free event will include a backpack and school supply giveaway, free
haircuts and braiding, barbecue lunch, kids’ activities and raffles. For more
information, call 925-479-1414.

Dublin Historian to Discuss
Declaration of Independence

DUBLIN — Author and
historian Steve Minniear
will give a presentation
on the significance of the
Declaration of Indepen-
dence for California and
the City of Dublin at the
Dublin Library, 200 Civic
Plaza, from 3 p.m. to 4
p-m. on Saturday, July 18.

Minniear, who has

served as the city’s histo-
rian since 2021, is the au-
thor of three books about
Dublin and the Tri-Valley,
including “Dublin, Cal-
ifornia: A Brief Histo-
ry” and “Dublin and the
Tri-Valley: The World War
II Years,” co-written with
Georgean Vonheeder-Leo-
pold.

He is also on the board
of the Dublin Histori-
cal Society, works at the
Dublin Camp Parks Mil-
itary History Center and
volunteers at the Dublin
Heritage Park and Mu-
seum.

The program is free,
and registration is not
required.
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 624025
The following person(s) doing
business as: Woven Health Co,
3169 Rodeo LN, Livermore,
CA 94550-6817 is hereby
registered by the following

owner(s): Adi Fish-Williamson,
3169 Rodeo LN, Livermore, CA
94550-6817. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
6/10/2026. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Adi Fish-Williamson,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on June 11, 2026. Expires

June 10, 2031. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6888. Published
June 18, 25, July 2, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623992
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Hearts & Tails
by Celestial; 2. Rustic Sun Gar-
dens, 6271 Market Avenue |,

Newark, CA 94560 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Bhadouria Enterpris-
es, LLC, 6271 Market Avenue,
Newark, CA 94560. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited
Liability Company. The regis-
trant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
4/3/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Celestial M. Bhadouria,

Managing Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on June 10,
2026. Expires June 9, 2031. The
Independent, Legal No. 6901.
Published June 25, July 2, 9,
16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624115

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Sarah Vanier
Consulting, 2948 Chateau Way,
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Sarah Vanier, 2948
Chateau Way, Livermore, CA
94550. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on

1/1/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Sarah Vanier, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 16, 2026. Expires June 15,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6902. Published June 25,
July 2,9, 16, 2026..

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 623789
The following person(s) doing
business as: Pacific Precision
Surveying, 2265 San Jose
Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Craig Arthur
Roberts, 2265 San Jose Avenue,
Alameda, CA 94501. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the
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fictitious business name listed
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Craig Arthur Roberts,
Principal. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on June 3, 2026. Expires
June 2, 2031. The Independent,
Legal No. 6903. Published June
25, July 2,9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624116
The following person(s) doing
business as: Amos Produc-
tions, 5715 Southfront RD, C1,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Amos Pro Events,
LLC, 5715 Southfront RD C1,
Livermore, CA 94551. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited
Liability Company. The regis-
trant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
8/20/1997. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Jody Amos, Owner/
Managing Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on June 16,
2026. Expires June 15, 2031.
The Independent, Legal No.
6904. Published June 25, July 2,
9,16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624117
The following person(s) doing
business as: Altamont Limo,
5715 Southfront RD, C1, Liv-
ermore, CA 94551 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Amos Pro Enterpris-
es, LLC, 5715 Southfront RD
C1, Livermore, CA 94551. This
business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
01/2017. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Jody Amos, Owner/
Managing Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on June 16,
2026. Expires June 15, 2031.
The Independent, Legal No.
6905. Published June 25, July 2,
9,16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624109

The following person(s) doing
business as: Karina Padilla’s
Beauty Studio, 4326 Las Posi-
tas Rd, Ste 121, Livermore, CA
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Karina
Cruz Padilla, 4326 Las Positas
Rd, Ste, 121, Livermore, CA
94551. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Karina Cruz Padilla, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 16, 2026. Expires June 15,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6906. Published June 25,
July 2,9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624113
The following person(s) doing
business as: Blue Oak Portable
Restrooms, 25509 Industrial
Blvd, Hayward, CA 94545 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): ABS Sanita-
tion Services LLC, 1401 21st
ST #16278, Sacramento, CA
95811. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The registrant com-
menced fo transact business
under the fictitious business
name listed above on N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Alexan-
der Belykh, Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on June 16,
2026. Expires June 15, 2031.
The Independent, Legal No.
6907. Published June 25, July 2,
9,16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623410
The following person(s) doing
business as: Comezze, 3600
Laguna Ave, Oakland, CA 94602
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Erfan Aza-
dehnia, 3600 Laguna Ave, Oak-
land, CA 94602. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on 1/1/2026. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Erfan Azadehnia,
Founder/Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on May 15, 2026.
Expires may 14, 2031. The
Independent, Legal No. 6908.
Published June 25, July 2, 9,
16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623390

The following person(s) doing
business as: KimberlyEspe-
land.com, 3573 Ballantyne Dr,
Pleasanton, CA 94588 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Sharlyn Dreyfus, 3573
Ballantyne Dr, Pleasanton, CA
94588. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Sharlyn Dreyfus, Sole Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
May 15, 2026. Expires May 14,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6909. Published June 25,
July 2,9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623274
The following person(s) doing
business as: Tulip Land, 2362
Bancroft Way, Berkeley, CA
94704 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Adrian
Reyes, 488 Berland Way, Chula
Vista, CA 91910; Alia Kircher,
488 Berland Way, Chula Vista,
CA 91910. This business is con-
ducted by a General Partnership.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Adrian Reyes, General
Partner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on May 13, 2026. Expires

May 12, 2031. The Independent,
Legal No. 6910. Published June
25, July 2,9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623884
The following person(s) doing
business as: HLH Property Man-
agement, 1321 Russell Way,
Hayward, CA 94541 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Xinyang Zhou, 181 E
Tasman Dr, Suite 20 PMB# 108,
San Jose, CA 95134. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on 6/4/2026. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Xinyang Zhou,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on June 5, 2026. Expires
June 4, 2031. The Independent,
Legal No. 6911. Published
June 25, July 2, 9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623912

The following person(s) doing
business as: Rejuva Day Spa,
4508 Las Positas Road, Liv-
ermore, CA 94551 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Oasis Wellness Inter-
national LLC, 4508 Las Positas
Road, Livermore, CA 94551.
This business is conducted by
a Limited Liability Company. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above
on 4/16/26. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Ping Liu, Managing
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on June 8, 2026. Expires
June 7, 2031. The Independent,
Legal No. 6912. Published July
2,9,16,23,2026.

No. 6916. Published July 2, 9,
16, 23, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.624033
The following person(s) doing
business as: Norotoco, 5717
Brisa ST, Livermore, CA 94550
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Roto Rooter
Services Co, 255 E 5th ST, STE
2500, Cincinnati, OH 45202.
This business is conducted
by a Corporation. The regis-
trant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
9/16/19. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Steven Ratterman, CFO.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 12, 2026. Expires June 11,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6917. Published July 2, 9,
16, 23, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624164
The following person(s) doing
business as: The Greenrun
Investment Group, 32520 Po-
laski Drive #105, Hayward, CA
94544 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): The
Greenrun Invest Group, P.0. BOX
1802, Union City, CA 94587.
This business is conducted by
a Limited Liability Company.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on 6/8/2026. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Gerals Long,
Single Member. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on June 18, 2026.
Expires June 17, 2031. The
Independent, Legal No. 6918.
Published July 2, 9, 16, 23,
2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624190

The following person(s) doing
business as: Bella Nail, 41468
Malcolmson ST, Fremont, CA
94538 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Yaxi
Chen, 41468 Malcolmson ST,
Fremont, CA 94538. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on 6/20/2026. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Yaxi Chen,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on June 22, 2026. Expires
June 21, 2031. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6913. Published
July 2,9, 16, 23, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624177
The following person(s) doing
business as: Synthesis Medi-
cine, 154 Santa Clara Avenue,
Oakland, CA 94610 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Heather Vaughan, 822
57th ST, Oakland, CA 94608.
This business is conducted
by an Individual. The regis-
frant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
6/5/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Heather Vaughan, Own-
er. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 22, 2026. Expires June 21,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6914. Published July 2, 9,
16, 23, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.624191
The following person(s) doing
business as: Giddy - Upcycle,
3384 Marina Ave, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Leah
Beniston, 3384 Marina Ave,
Livermore, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Leah Beniston, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 22, 2026. Expires June 21,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6915. Published July 2, 9,
16, 23, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624055
The following person(s) doing
business as: Popular Playthings,
32408 Central Ave, Union City,
CA 94587 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Huntar Company, Inc., 32408
Central Ave, Union City, CA
94587. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above
on 2015. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Jason Cheung, CEO.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 15, 2026. Expires June 14,
2031. The Independent, Legal

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623653
The following person(s) doing
business as: Dumont Creamery
& Cafe Livermore, 2375 Rail-
road Ave, Suite 101, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Presence Cafe LLC, 2700 Ellis
Town DR, Tracy CA 95377. This
business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Ajay Vattipally, Member Manag-
er. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
May 28, 2026. Expires May 27,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6919. Published July 2, 9,
16, 23, 2026.

statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
6/9/2026. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 6922. Published July 2,
9,16, 23,2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624194
The following person(s) doing
business as: Akha Roots, 5501
Claremont Ave, Apt C, Oakland,
CA 94618 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Nicha
Goldman, 5501 Claremont Ave,
Apt C, Oakland, CA 94618.
This business is conducted
by an Individual. The regis-
trant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
6/22/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Nicha Goldman, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 22, 2026. Expires June 21,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6923. Published July 9, 16,
23, 30, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623851
The following person(s) doing
business as: Arete Arts Group
LLC, 11921 W Vomac Road,
Dublin, CA 94568 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Arete Arts Group LLC,
11921 W Vomac Road, Dublin,
CA 94568. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name listed above on 6/4/2026.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Tim-
othy R. Salaver, Principal. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
June 5, 2026. Expires June 4,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6924. Published July 9, 16,
23, 30, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624347

The following person(s) doing
business as: Clarity Wellness,
473 Oriole Avenue, Livermore,
CA 94551 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Su-
san Green, 473 Oriole Avenue,
Livermore, CA 94551. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on 2/5/2015. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Susan Green,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on June 29, 2026. Expires
June 28, 2031. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6925. Published
July 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624187
The following person(s) doing
business as: R & R Flooring,
1951 88th Ave, Oakland, CA
94621 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Brian
Rogel, 1951 88th Ave, Oakland,
CA 94621. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
6/22/2026. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Brian Rogel, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 22, 2026. Expires June 21,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6920. Published July 2, 9,
16, 23, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623966
The following person(s) doing
business as: Accentera, 7475
Burnham Way, Dublin, CA
94568 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Hanawa
Garden, LLC, 7475 Burnham
Way, Dublin, CA 94568. This
business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Kristine 0o, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on June 9,
2026. Expires June 8, 2031.
The Independent, Legal No.
6921. Published July 2, 9, 16,
23,2026.

STATEMENT OF
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 608808
The person(s) listed below
have abandoned the use of the
following fictitious business
name(s). Accentera  Decor,
7475 Burnham Way, Dublin,
CA 94568. Registered by the
following owner(s): Kristine Oo,
4104 Dublin Blvd, Ste F-103,
Dublin, CA 94568. The fictitious
business name statement was
filed on 8/21/2024 in the County
of Alameda. This business was
conducted by an Individual. Sig-

nature of Registrants:

/s/: Kristine 0o, Owner. This

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624370
The following person(s) doing
business as: Hacienda La-
vandula, 4570 Mines Road,
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Micaela Garofalo,
4570 Mines Road, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Micaela Garofalo, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
June 29, 2026. Expires June 28,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6926. Published July 9, 16,
23, 30, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624442

The following person(s) doing
business as: Two Palms Hand
Car Wash, 2645 Old First ST,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): JF Livermore Car
Wash Inc., 4361 Technology DR,
Unit H, Livermore, CA 94551,
This business is conducted
by a Corporation. The regis-
trant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name listed above
on 6/30/2026. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Harjinder Singh,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on July 1, 2026. Expires
June 30, 2031. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6927. Published
July 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624388
The following person(s) doing
business as: Compuchild, 3736
Fallon Road, Suite 125, Dublin,
CA 94568 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Nextgen Learning, LLC, 4061
E Castro Valley Blvd, Suite 465,
Castro Valley, CA 94552. This
business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
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Samareen Rafai, Member. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
June 29, 2026. Expires June 28,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6928. Published July 9, 16,
23, 30, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624487
The following person(s) doing
business as: The Healing Porch
Collective, 6775 Golden Gate
Drive, APT 483, Dublin, CA
94568 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Shoc-
ka Heights, 6775 Golden Gate
Drive, APT 483, Dublin, CA
94568. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Shocka Heights, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on July
6, 2026. Expires July 5, 2031.
The Independent, Legal No.
6929. Published July 16, 23, 30,
August 6, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624090

The following person(s) doing
business as: Barker Mainte-
nance & Consulting, 4086 Loch
Lomand Way, Livermore, CA
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Chris-
topher Ryan Barker, 4086 Loch
Lomand Way, Livermore, CA
94551. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
6/15/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Christopher Ryan Bark-
er. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 15, 2026. Expires July 14,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6930. Published July 16, 23,
30, August 6, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624056
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Alta Solutions;
2. Hempy Buddies, 6111 Field-
store DR, Livermore, CA 94551
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Altamont
Solutions LLC, 6111 Fleldstone
DR, Livermore, CA 94551.
This business is conducted by
a Limited Liability Company.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on 12/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Brandon K. Bice,
Managing Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on July 15,
2026. Expires July 14, 2031.
The Independent, Legal No.
6931. Published July 16, 23, 30,
August 6, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624297
The following person(s) doing
business as: Comfort Keepers
#1199, 39652 Mission BLVD,
Fremont, CA 94539 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): 13 Elementa LLC,
2369 Cantalise Drive, Dublin,
CA 94568. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name listed above on N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Satpal
S. Dhillon, Managing Member.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 26, 2026. Expires June 25,

MIKE FRACISCO

925.998.8131
FRACISCO REALTY

Residential « Commercial * Property Mgmt

www.MikeFracisco.realtor
2] DRE #01378428

2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6932 Published July 16, 23,
30, August 6, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624340

The following person(s) doing
business as: iTrustNotary, 43301
Mission Boulevard, Fremont, CA
94539 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): iTrust-
Notary LLC, 43301 Mission
Boulevard, Fremont, CA 94539.
This business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
6/1/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Kern Singh, Manager.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
June 29, 2026. Expires June 28,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6933. Published July 16, 23,
30, August 6, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624580

The following person(s) doing
business as: Duke’s Plumbing,
365 Lille Ave, San Leandro, CA
94577 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Rory
McHale Jr.,, 365 Lille Ave, San
Leandro, CA 94577. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Rory McHale Jr., Own-
er. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
July 8, 2026. Expires July 7,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6934. Published July 16, 23,
30, August 6, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624603

The following person(s) doing
business as: Shadeloom Spac-
es, 7050 N Mariposa LN, Dublin,
CA 94568 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Jaya
Prakash Tondapu, 7050 N. Mar-
iposa LN, Dublin, CA 94568.
This business is conducted
by an Individual. The regis-
frant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name listed above on
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Jaya Prakash Tondapu, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on July 9, 2026. Expires July 8,
2031. The Independent, Legal
No. 6935. Published July 16, 23,
30, August 6, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624140
The following person(s) doing
business as: Mcd of Livermore,
563 Leisure Street, Livermore,
CA 94551 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Timo-
thy Morgan, 563 Leisure Street,
Livermore, CA 94551. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on 4/7/1997. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Timothy Morgan,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on June 16, 2026. Expires
June 15, 2031. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6936. Published
July 16, 23, 30, August 6, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624391
The following person(s) doing
business as: Pacific Hernia Insti-
tute, a Division of BASS Medical
Group, 5901 Christine Ave, Suite

401, Emeryville, CA 94608 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): BASS Medical
Group, 2637 Shadelands DR,
Walnut Creek, CA 94598. This
business is conducted by a Cor-
poration. The registrant com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name listed above on 6/1/2026.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Rajiv
Nagesetty, CFO. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on June 30, 2026.
Expires June 29, 2031. The
Independent, Legal No. 6937.
Published July 16, 23, 30, Au-
gust 6, 2026.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS
CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
(925)426-8656

Tri-Vailey

Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue
Our current weekly adoption
events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies at:
Dublin Petsmart
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours:
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer opportu-
nities, and how to donate.
Follow:
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on
Facebook, and Instagram

EMPLOYMENT

tools to process customer
reqs & produce quality de-
signs  efficiently.  Telecom-
muting permitted: may reside
anywhere in U.S. & reports to
Livermore office. $134,056 to
$149,400/yr. Email resume to:
talentacquisition@formfactor.com
specifying job code 91991. EOE.

Software Engineer - Archi-
tecture Lead: Use / architec-
ture, system design analysis,
Ul , Azure skills to design
pattemns & architecture for
X-Ray microscope operation.
Carl Zeiss X-Ray Microscopy,
Inc. Dublin, CA. F/T. Remote
option w/in Dublin, CA com-
muting area.  $213,512/yr.
CV to zeissjobs4@zeiss.com
and ref job #6952. No calls/
agents. No visa sponsorship.

HELP WANTED
SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau
before you send money or
fees. Read and understand
any contracts before you
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
CLASSIFIED ADS
go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD
SALES

FREE SECTION

LOST/ FOUND
NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

TriNet USA, Inc. in Dublin, CA
seek a Lead UX Designer to
Dsgn Ul, validate designs, &
provide specs to the develop-
ers. No Trvl req. WFH Benefits
avail, must be able to attend
mtgs in Dublin,CA office as req.
Slry: $186,763 - $205,439/y.
Email resumes to:
candidates@trinet.com

TriNet USA, Inc. in Dublin, CA
seeks  multiple  openings:
A) Staff Software Engineer
to research, dsgn, & dvip
computer & network sw pro-
grams in Salesforce. No Trvl.
WFH. Req to attend migs pe-
riodically in Dublin, CA office.
B) Staff Software Engineer to
drive architectural decisions,
deliver scalable & secure
sol'ns, & influence tech strat-
egies across multiple teams.
15% Dom & Int’l trvl may be req
to complete duties assigned
to this pos’n. WFH. Pos’n A-B
Slry:  $213,512-  $234,863/y.
Send Resumes to:
candidates@trinet.com

FormFactor, Inc.

in Livermore, CA
seeks Signal Integrity En-
gineer. Improve Signal Integ
& Power Integ (SI/PI) perfor-
mances, & measure, charac-
terize & complete prod design
analysis. Some telecommuting
permitted (hybrid). $134,056 to
$166,100/yr. Email resume to
talentacquisition@formfactor.com
specifying job code 92101. EOE.

FormFactor, Inc.

in Livermore, CA
seeks Electrical Design En-
gineer. Utilize custom design

“NOTICE TO READERS: California
law requires that contractors
taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or materials)
be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State law
also requires that contractors
include their license numbers
on all advertising. Check your
contractor's status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB
(2752).  Unlicensed persons
taking jobs less than $500 must
state in their advertisements
that they are not licensed by
the Contractors State License
Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements for housing and
employment that contain any
preference, limitation or dis-
crimination based on protected
classes, including race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin. IVPC
does not knowingly accept any
advertisements that are in viola-
tion of the law. 2144 Kala Bagai
Way, Berkeley, CA 94704

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley's Leading

Real Estate Professionals & Services
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Traditions Meat Go. Opens in Former Livermore Cobbler Site

By Lucie Ansell

LIVERMORE — New life
is on its way to the old Liv-
ermore Cobbler location,
this time without the shoe
repairs.

Instead, Traditions Meat
Co. — the result of years
of work from Domonique
and Cole Minnis — will
settle into the storefront

by 1
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farms whose meat is on gro-
cery store shelves. Early in
their marriage, Cole’s hunt-
ing skills filled the couple’s
freezer, but as their family
grew, Domonique and Cole
began purchasing meat from
local sources to supplement
their supply.

Quickly, the couple real-
ized that this was a lifestyle
they wanted to make acces-

partnered with local ranch-
ers to serve as the bridge
between sustainable farms
and customers across the
Bay Area.

After years of early Sun-
day mornings, the couple
decided to take Traditions
Meat Co. one step further
and began searching for a
more permanent location
for the community to pur-

Left to right, Cole Minnis, Domonique Mlnnls and Livermore Mayor John Marchand
celebrate during a surprise gathering marking the upcoming opening of Traditions
Meat Co. The local business, which first launched as an e-commerce platform in
the summer of 2023 before expanding to the Livermore Farmer’s Market, will bring
sustainably raised and processed meats to its new brick-and-mortar storefront at the
former Livermore Cobbler site next spring. (Photo courtesy of Sallie Witt)

had a lot of ranchers reach
out to us. They’re really
excited about this.”

Following months of
location scouting and pa-
perwork, Domonique and
Cole’s plans for the butcher
shop were approved for the
site of the Tri-Valley Cob-
bler, which closed last year
after a change in ownership
at the three-tenant center on
Old First St.

Beyond the business
logistics, Sallie Witt —
Domonique’s mother —
refused to let her daughter
and son-in-law’s hard work
go uncelebrated and sought
out a way to mark the cou-
ple’s progress. Witt settled
on a surprise party where
she could bring together the
family and community that
has supported Domonique
and Cole up until this point.

“We were so confused.
We saw the mayor and our
lender, the guy who helped
us with this whole process,”
Domonique said. “Then it
started to click...definitely
a great memory we will
always have.”

And the couple hopes
to continue to make great
memories and integrate the
community and local busi-
nesses into every aspect of
their shop.

They plan to utilize the
connections they have fos-
tered at the farmer’s market
to find suppliers for pro-
duce — which will be used
in sandwiches sold at the
brick-and-mortar. Domo-
nique and Cole also hope to
showcase local ranchers and

products every Sunday at
the Livermore Farmer’s
market, and online — where
Domonique and Cole con-
tinue to offer home de-
liveries. To keep up with
their progress and learn
about new products, visit
the company on Instagram
and Facebook.

The Traditions Meat Co.
butcher shop will be locat-
ed at 2558 Old First St. in
Livermore, and the couple
hopes to have the store

h....
.

open to the public in spring
of 2027.

SchwAn

Violins
Hand Made Violin, Viola and Cello
Sales « Rental < Repair - Bow Rehair

Best String Instruments for
Leaming and Performing

www.schwanviolins.com ﬁ
205 Main St, Suite D, Pleasanton
925.353.1663

Scanwith
Smartphone

® Estate Wines

WINE TASTING AND
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS
FRI 12pm - 4:30pm, SAT, SUN & MON 12pm - 4:30pm

LIVE MUSIC AND FOOD VENDORS
FRIDAYS 5pm 8pm & SAT/SUN 12pm to 4:30pm

WINE DOWN FRIDAY - HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 12pm - 8pm
$10 GLASS, $20 FLIGHTS, $10 MIMOSAS & WINE SPECIALS

Make your online reservations at
reservations@retzlaffwinery.com

next spring, with the goal of
bringing sustainably raised
and processed meats to the
local community.

The Livermore natives
first took an interest in meat
processing after learning
more about the inhumane
practices that exist on the

sible to the local community.
They started small —
launching an e-commerce
platform with home delivery
service in the summer of
2023 — before bringing
their business to the Liver-
more Farmer’s Market.
Domonique and Cole

chase their products and
learn more about ecological-
ly-sound farming practices
at ranches in the area.

“I’m excited to bring
this to Livermore because
it was always a ranching
community,”

Domonique said. “We’ve

SpongeBob Musical Coming to
Livermore’s Bankhead Theater

LIVERMORE — The
Tri-Valley Theater Compa-
ny will bring “The Sponge-
Bob Musical” to the Bank-
head Theater for seven per-
formances in August.
Based on the animated
Nickelodeon children’s pro-
gram “SpongeBob SquareP-
ants,” the musical premiered
at The Oriental Theater in
Chicago in 2016 and opened
at New York’s Palace The-
ater on Boardway for a
yearlong run in 2017.

Amid all the singing and
dancing, which earned the
musical 12 Tony nominations,
SpongeBob and his underseas
friends must save Bikini Bot-
tom from a volcanic eruption.

Performances are sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 1; 1 p.m. on Sunday,
Aug. 2; 1 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 8; 1 p.m. on Sunday,
Aug. 9; 1 pm. and 7 p.m.
on Saturday, Aug. 15; and
1 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 16.

The 1 p.m. performance

on Saturday, Aug. 15, will
be interpreted for ASL.

There will also be Girl
Scout Fun Patch events fol-
lowing the 1 p.m. Saturday
performances on Aug. 8 and
Aug. 15.

Tickets are $45 and are
available online at liver-
morearts.org, by calling
925-373-6800, or at the
Bankhead Theater box of-
fice. Student and military
discounts are also available
at the box office.

City of Dublin Seeks Next Poet
Laureate to Serve 2-Year Term

DUBLIN — Dublin is
accepting applications to
be the city’s next poet lau-
reate, serving a two-year
term from January 2027
through December 2028.
The poet laureate serves
as a public advocate for
literary arts in Dublin,
writing and reading po-
etry for civic events and

ceremonies, supporting
city programs and schools
and displaying at least one
original poem in a city
facility each year.

The next poet laure-
ate will succeed Richard
Deets, who has served
since January 2025.

Candidates must be
Dublin residents, 18 or

older, and must have pub-
lished poetry or be willing
to publish during their term.
Affiliation with a lit-
erary organization is pre-
ferred but not required.
The position is unpaid.
Applications are due by
August 14, 2026.
To apply, go to tinyurl.
com/yc3zvaTs.

OPEN HEART KITCHEN PRESENTS

Heawt of

DINNER & AUCTION

Tvi-Valle

the

J

FUNDRAISER

OPENheart

OpenHeariKitchen

KITCHEN

Org/Gala

2026

Qept.1eh

Casa Real at

Scan the QR code

to purchase tickets

stock products from various
other small businesses in
town.

The couple plans to take
another step closer to the
community with their newly
acquired USDA processing
facility approval, which
allows them to sell their
products directly to restau-
rants across Livermore.

While construction is
underway at the new store-
front, locals will be able to
find Traditions Meat Co.
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'NEW ART EXHIBIT
IN FORMING FIGURES

Figures, Fragments,
and Connections

by Thom See

independentnews.com

T

Spanning years of artistic exploration, these figurative
works bring together observation, memory, and
imagination. Moving between realism and abstraction,
the exhibition reflects an ongoing search for the
connections that unite the many fragments of a life.

FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

3 FRIDAY, JULY&I7TH 6 - 8PM

= SR OPENING RECEPTION
: SATURDAY, JULY 18TH 6 - 8 PM

* Art Gallery Sponsored by
s LIVERMORE VALLEY
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