
By Dawnmarie Fehr  

PLEASANTON - Pleasan-
ton Unified School District 
(PUSD) voted to purchase 
new office space for district 
functions during its regular 
board meeting on May 12.  

The vote to purchase two 
buildings totaling 113,000 
square feet in Hacienda 
Business Park for $23.5 mil-
lion was 4 to 1, with Trustee 
Kelly Mokashi casting the 
only dissenting vote.  

Assistant Superintendent 
of Business Services Ah-
mad Sheikholeslami made 
a detailed presentation to the 
board, explaining the size 
and usability of the space, 
as well as the financing plan.  

“The financing will be 

through a Certificate of Par-
ticipation (COP),” Sheik-
holeslami wrote in the staff 
report. “A COP is a method 
of borrowing a school dis-
trict can use to construct or 
acquire new property.” 

Sheikholeslami explained 
the district will need to col-
lateralize a property with 
a non-profit organization 
like the California School 
Board Association, and then 
enter into a lease and make 
lease payments. The lease 
payments are essentially 
repayments of the COP loan. 
Unlike bonds, obtaining a 
COP loan does not require 
voter approval.  

The district will use the 
COP loan to finance the 
purchase of the property and 

make initial improvements – 
estimated at $75,000. Sheik-
holeslami said the plan is to 
pay off the COP loan with 
the sale of seven acres of 
the district office and Village 
High School property.  

District Spokesperson 
Patrick Gannon said there 
has been some “sticker 
shock” with the price of 
the new buildings, but the 
property the district offices 
occupy now is far more 
valuable.  

“We are sitting on land 
valued at much more than 
that,” said Gannon. “The 
seven acres, a portion of the 
district office property, was 
valued at $31-34 million 
from our property brokers.”  
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Come check out Cathedral! She is a cute and 
cleverly cunning puppy. She is cheerful and 
charming. If it’s in the cards, this canine will 
catch your attention and carve out a piece 
of your heart. Learn more about Cathedral 
and other dogs and cats at valleyhumane.
org. Email info@valleyhumane.org to start 
the adoption application process.
(Photo - Valley Humane Society)    V IS IT  WWW.INDEPENDENTNEWS.COM FOR DAILY ONLINE NEWS
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(See  ELDERCARE, page 9)

(See EDEN, page 6)

A customer gathers fresh tomatoes during Thursday 
afternoon’s May 19 farmers market at Carnegie Park in 
Livermore. The event featured fresh fruits, vegetables 
and culinary treats as well as the live music of Jack 
Quigley. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/
multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Bull Bash Friday Night kicked off the centennial celebration of the Rowell Ranch 
Rodeo on May 20. The weekend’s events included bull riding, ranch saddle broncs 
and breakaway roping. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] 
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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Council Approves 
Revised Agreement; 
Strong Opposition

Dublin Stays 
On Track With 
New Housing 
Element Plan

Eldercare Project Goes 
Forward Amid Protests

Eden Housing

Pleasanton School Board Approves  
New $23.5 Million Office Purchase

(See AIRPORT, page 9)

(See PURCHASE, page 8)

LIVERMORE — The City 
Council on Tuesday unani-
mously approved a revised  
agreement with the devel-
oper of the controversial 
130-unit Eden affordable 
housing project, advancing 
the deal despite the fact the 
city and Eden remain in liti-
gation with a citizens group. 
The group’s intention is to 
relocate the development 
from the site in the center of 
the downtown to one nearby. 

According to city offi-
cials, the council approval 
of the revised agreement 
would enable the project 
to go forward quickly if an 
appellate court rules against 
Save Livermore Down-
town’s lawsuit. The 5-0 vote 
followed a lengthy meet-
ing spread over two days. 
Proponents of the housing 
project accused detractors 
of practicing “NIMBYism,” 
or “Not In My Backyard,” 
and Eden’s opponents ac-
cused council members of 
ignoring the community’s 

concerns. 
Voting Tuesday after-

noon, city council members 
had harsh words for the 
projects’ opponents, encour-
aging them to end their legal 
efforts that spend taxpayers’ 
dollars on attorneys. Coun-
cil members cited public 
comments that were 2-1 in 
favor of the project, as well 
as repeated elections where 
residents voted for candi-
dates in favor of Eden. 

While casting “ayes” on 
Tuesday, council members 
added adjectives including 
“100%,” “absolutely,” and 
“emphatically” to approve 
the project at the south-
eastern corner of Railroad 
Avenue and South L Street. 

“This is a really good 
project,” Vice Mayor Gina 
Bonanno said. “It addresses 
a very critical housing need 
that we've heard about often, 
and it's a very much less in-
tense (project) than allowed 
by law and the new state 
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By David Jen 

DUBLIN — The city council 
unanimously voted to submit 
Dublin’s draft Housing Ele-
ment update to the California 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development 
(HCD), keeping the city on 
track for the next eight-year 
housing cycle beginning 
January 2023. 

Although both the council 
and the planning commission 
reviewed the draft previ-
ously, recent events, such 
as the repeal of the East 
Ranch housing project and 
the formal application for 
the SCS housing project, 
triggered adjustments to the 
city’s housing inventory that 
the council reviewed, before 
voting at its May 17 meeting. 

Councilmembers com-
mended staff for the draft’s 
clarity and balance of state 
laws, public input and inven-
tory changes. 

“Beautiful job on the 
housing element,” said Vice 
Mayor Jean Josey. 

The Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation (RHNA), 
a state law developed in 
1969, requires “local gov-
ernments to adequately plan 
to meet the housing needs 
of everyone in the com-
munity,” according to the 
HCD website. The housing 
element of a city’s general 
plan specifies how a city will 
meet those needs for the next 
eight years. 

As part of the updated 
process last December, the 
Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) fi-
nalized Dublin’s RHNA 
numbers at 3,719 new hous-
ing units in the next cycle, 
including 1,085 very low-
income and 625 low-income 
units. ABAG allocated those 
numbers despite pushback 
from Dublin — in the form 
of letters to ABAG and an 
appeal — arguing the mag-
nitude of the requirements. 

Dublin’s draft previously 
expected the East Ranch 
housing project to provide 
68 of these affordable hous-
ing units. Opponents of the 
project, however, launched 
a referendum in January that 
caused the city council to 
repeal its stage-two develop-
ment plan in March and re-

By David Jen 

DUBLIN — Rising demand 
for Tri-Valley eldercare out-
weighed construction health 
concerns and possible litiga-
tion risks on May 17 when 
the city council voted to ap-
prove the Inspiration Drive 
Memory Care and Assisted 
Living projects. 

Mayor Melissa Hernan-
dez and Vice Mayor Jean 
Josey opposed two of the 
approval’s eight motions — 
those related to the zoning 
and development plans of 
the assisted living facility — 
arguing that the three-story 
building would block too 
much of the hillside view. 

“I think that this par-
ticular location just does not 
lend itself to a three-story 
building no matter how well 
you attempt to cut it into the 
hill,” said Josey. 

The two motions passed 
3-2.  

Proposed by Fulcrum De-

velopment, the two projects 
will construct a two-story, 
55-bed memory care facility 
and a three-story, 84-bed as-
sisted living facility on part 
of the property currently 
owned by the Valley Chris-
tian Center (VCC), north of 
Dublin Boulevard and strad-
dling Inspiration Drive. 

The proposal attracted 
almost 30 public speakers 
to the city council meeting, 
some of whom questioned 
whether it sufficiently ad-
dressed the project’s poten-
tially adverse environmental 
effects, specifically those 
of hazardous materials and 
emissions generated during 
the construction process. 

East Bay Residents for 
Responsible Development 
(EBRRD), a coalition of 
four crafts unions — electri-
cians, sheet metal workers, 
sprinkler fitters and plumb-
ers — sent letters via their 
attorneys, Adams Broadwell 

(See HOUSING, page 9)
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“We authorize the city to keep the funds  
previously provided and to use those funds  

for any other trails that the city has.” 
– Terrence Chen, Sun Meadowlark representative

Airport, College Explore New Curriculum

Meadowlark “Trail to Nowhere” Hits Dead End

By Ruth Roberts 
 
LIVERMORE – A collabo-
ration between Las Positas 
College and Five Rivers 
Aviation is flying toward 
a new on-campus curricu-
lum and off-site workforce 
program designed to pro-
vide living wage jobs and 
a connection between the 
community and the airport.  

The courses would offer 
students the technical skills 
and certifications needed 
to enter careers in aviation 
through hands-on technical 
classes and general flight 

education.  
“Difficulties in hiring 

and retaining FAA (Federal 
Aviation Administration) 
certified mechanics has been 
an ongoing problem that 
has been getting more acute 
recently,” said Pete Sandu, 
owner of Five Rivers Avia-
tion and a partner in the pro-
posed programs. “Airlines 
have been cancelling flights 
this summer due to lack of 
staff to maintain and fly the 
aircraft. The job outlook 
calls for 11% growth and 
an average local wage of 
$85,860 … (this could be) 

a permanent connection 
between the airport and the 
community that will help 
train residents in high pay-
ing, in-demand jobs that let 
our youth afford to live in 
the communities that they 
grew up in." 

Las Positas College Pres-
ident, Dyrell Foster, Ed.D., 
has attended some of the ini-
tial meetings between Sandu 
and college administrators, 
and believes the potential 
for a partnership is strong. 

“Las Positas College has 
engaged in some initial, 

By David Jen 

PLEASANTON — The 
city council unanimous-
ly scrapped plans for the 
Meadowlark Trail last Tues-
day, May 17, despite having 
already awarded a construc-
tion contract for the 0.6-mile 
dirt path. 

Opponents of the trail 
— a proposed loop around 
the Meadowlark housing 
project currently under con-
struction west of the Alviso 
Adobe Community Park 
— have dubbed it a “trail 
to nowhere” because of its 
short length and lack of con-
nections to other trails. 

“A loop that goes around 
eight homes -- I just don’t 
see that as a beautiful ame-
nity,” said Mayor Karla 
Brown. 

The council, along with 
residents of the neighboring 
Laguna Oaks neighborhood, 
also cited fire risks, traffic 
concerns and redundancy 
with the nearby Castleridge 
Trailhead of Pleasanton 
Ridge Regional Park as rea-
sons to cancel construction. 

The proposed trail’s 
22-acres of open space 
were created by  an agree-
ment with the developer of 
the Meadowlark housing 
project, Sun Meadowlark.  
The city was expected to 
construct a public trail on 
the land looping around 
the new development. Sun 
Meadowlark also agreed 
to pay the city $57,379 for 
construction of the 0.6-mile 
trail, which it did in 2020. 

The agreement itself, 
however, and its trail plans, 
dated back to 2006. 

Since then, the construc-
tion of Castleridge Trail-
head — also adjacent to 
Alviso Adobe and less than 
a quarter mile away — was 
completed  in 2018, open-
ing access to Pleasanton 
Ridge’s network of trails 
and, at times, creating park-
ing issues along Old Foothill 
Road. 

“I believe the Castleridge 
Trailhead wasn’t even envi-
sioned when this trail (was 
planned) back in the ‘05-‘06 
time,” said Brown. 

Nevertheless, the city 

continued forward with 
the Meadowlark Trail and 
awarded a trail construction 
contract to American Ramp 
Company last November. 

Soon after, word reached 
the city council that many 
residents were unaware of 
the trail’s plans, and out-
reach conducted in March 
suggested that most resi-
dents opposed the idea. 

Sun Meadowlark did not 
take a stance either for or 
against the trail. 

“Sun Meadowlark does 
not wish to be reimbursed 
should you decide not to 
build the trail,” said Ter-
rence Chen, Sun Meadow-
lark representative. “We 
authorize the city to keep the 
funds previously provided 
and to use those funds for 
any other trails that the city 

has.” 
Proponents of the trail 

envisioned collaboration 
with Alviso Adobe’s youth 
programs, allowing children 
an opportunity to explore 
the environment at the base 
of Pleasanton Ridge. They 
also pointed to the steepness 
of the trail at Castleridge, 
which renders it prohibitive 
to some trail users and there-
fore distinct from the gentler 
Meadowlark Trail. 

City staff estimated that 

the city will have to pay 
about $5,000 to cancel the 
contract with American 
Ramp, while the Bicycle, 
Pedestrian and Trails Com-
mittee will investigate other 
uses for the remaining funds 
— about $50,000 — previ-
ously earmarked for Mead-
owlark. 



NEW ON THE MARKET!

5413 Betty Circle
5 Bed, 2.5 Bath, ~2,068 Sq Ft

Outstanding location
and well appointed. 

See it before it’s sold!
Well priced at  $1,248,000

NEW ON THE MARKET!

Linda Diaz Futral
Broker/Realtor
925.980.3561

linda@lindafutral.com
www.lindafutral.com

License #01257605
11535 Mines Rd., $1,789,000

3 Bed w/o�ce, 3 Bath ~2943 Sq. Ft.
Highly anticipated custom!

Just over 7 acres of tranquil living
and space to enjoy it all!

Pool, barn, arena, and more!
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Although warm weather 
is here and the tradition-
al swim season starts this 
Memorial Day weekend, 
swimming and wading are 
currently banned at Del 
Valle Regional Park south 
of Livermore because of the 
hazards brought on by blue 
green algae blooms. 

The ban includes pets as 
well as people. 

Signs prohibiting swim-
ming and wading are posted 
at the park as well as on the 
website of the East Bay Re-
gional Park District, which 
manages Del Valle for the 
California Department of 
Water Resources. 

What are commonly 
called blue green algae are 
actually bacteria, properly 
known as cyanobacteria, 
according to the Environ-
mental Protection Agen-
cy.  “Cyan” means blue-
green. 

Cyanobacteria are a 
primitive and perhaps the 
first form of life, credited 
with generating the atmo-
sphere’s rich supply of oxy-
gen through photosynthesis 
more than 2 billion years 
ago. 

Commonly found in 
lakes and streams, they 
can appear red or brown as 
well as blue-green.  Intense 

growths called blooms can 
occur in warm, stagnant 
water.  They do not always 
produce toxins, but when 
they do, illness can follow, 
according to the Califor-
nia Department of Public 
Health. 

Exposure may occur 
through inhalation, skin 
contact, eye contact and 
drinking or eating contami-
nated food. 

A Department of Public 
Health fact sheet lists head-
aches, nausea and skin rash 
among the symptoms of 
mild exposure. 

Severe exposure can lead 
to liver and neurological 

damage including respira-
tory failure and death, ac-
cording to the fact sheet. 

Children are especially 
susceptible to the toxins 
because of their small body 
mass. 

Cyanobacteria blooms 
first led to swimming and 
wading prohibitions at Del 
Valle in 2016. Warnings 
have been posted occasion-
ally since then. 

This year ’s prohibi-
tion allows fishing, but 
fish should be cleaned and 
washed thoroughly with 
tap or bottled water before 
eating, according to Park 
District warnings.

By Dawnmarie Fehr  
 
The Livermore Lab 

Foundation (LLF) has re-
leased its annual report for 
2021 to update its donor 
community and spread the 
word about the work it is 
doing.  

Founded in 2016 with 
the intention of aiding and 
supporting the Lawrence 
Livermore National Lab, the 
foundation enables science 
solutions through student 
and research support.  

“We were excited to have 
the opportunity in the report 
to summarize the path the 
foundation has been on,” 
said LLF Executive Direc-
tor Sally Allen. “The board 
… had a strong vision for 
the opportunities a philan-
thropic partner for the lab 
could bring in, facilitating 
new types of partnership 
or facilitating new connec-

tions, and we feel like we 
have made some strong 
progress there.”  

A nonprofit foundation 
that supports the lab’s work 
while remaining indepen-
dent was a novel concept 
seven years ago. Since then, 
the LLF board, says Al-
len, has forged new ground 
through support of STEM 
(science, technology, engi-
neering and math) fellow-
ships and partnerships, and 
research of climate resil-
ience and neurodegenerative 
diseases.  

Dona Crawford is an 
original member of the 
foundation and currently 
serves as its board chair. 
She said the foundation has 
been successful in facilitat-
ing partnerships for the lab, 
while amplifying the lab’s 
work.  

“From our origins, we 
were essentially a small 

startup and have been or-
ganically, steadily making 
progress and showing im-
pact, and we are now poised 
to move to the next level, 
so I am pleased with our 
progress,” Crawford said. 
“It’s important that as we 
invest in lab capabilities for 
philanthropic and societal 
benefit, those capabilities go 
back into the lab’s mission, 
so it’s a spin out and a spin 
in, which is important for the 
lab’s mission.” 

Some of the projects 
highlighted in the report in-
clude the foundation’s high 
school level carbon clean 
up initiative curriculum, 
currently being tested in 
30 classrooms in Northern 
California; a new year-long 
fellowship with UC Merced 
and the lab’s Data Science 
Institute for rising under-
graduate seniors seeking to 
advance their educational 

and professional STEM 
goals; and the establishment 
of the William B. Shuler 
Fund for Neurodegenera-
tive Research, a restricted 
endowment designed to 
focus on the lab’s unique 
capabilities in neurodegen-
erative diseases.  

The report also includes 
information on fellows and 
interns, programs, funds 
raised and expenditures.  

“We remain grateful to 
the community for their sup-
port,” said Allen. “Without 
them, we wouldn’t have 
the engine that drives a lot 
of our activities, so we are 
extremely grateful for that 
opportunity and for those 
at the lab working to make 
our vision come to fruition.”  

For more information on 
the LLF, or to see the 2021 
Annual Report, visit www.
livermorelabfoundation.org.  

Algae Closes Del Valle Park to Swimmers

Lab Foundation Releases Annual Update

Livermore-Amador Symphony
BUILDING A NEW WORLD

Bankhead Theater, June 4 at 8 pm
Featuring piano virtuoso Frederic Chiu

Prokofiev: Piano Concerto No. 3
Dvořák: New World Symphony

Tickets at https://livermorearts.org/

Considering Long Term
Care Insurance?

The majority of
Americans who reach
age 65 will need some
type of long-term care
during their lifetime.
Protect your family's
future,  call me today for
your free no-obligation
review of long term care
insurance available to
you!

Mike Morgan
license 0571238

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
2020 Fourth Street, Livermore

(925) 447-2565 ext. 2200
mike@genemorganinsurance.com

Creek H ill Farm
Horseback Riding Lessons, 

Training, Boarding,  
Breeding, Sales

925.337.5375 
creekhillfarms.com
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A new, exhibit “The Artists Among Us: Native People 
Today” will be on display at the Bankhead Art Gallery 
from June 2 through July 31, featuring artists of Native 
descent. The artists for the exhibit are from the Bay Area 
and beyond, representing different tribes and all visually 
representing their life experiences as Native artists. For 
more information, visit www.livermorearts.org. 

The Alameda County 
Fair will offer nightly drone-
based light shows at the 
Stella Artois Grandstand 
during its upcoming run 
from Friday, June 17 through 
Sunday, July 10. 

The visual display will be 
presented by Sky Elements, 
which will have 100 drones 
in the air for each show 
‘operating in harmony to 
display 3D imagery, anima-
tions, lighting, and beyond.’ 

The fair, at 4501 Pleas-
anton Ave., Pleasanton, will 
be open from 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m. Wednesday through 
Sunday, and from 11 a.m. to 
8 p.m. on Monday, July 4. It 
is also bringing back several 
cultural celebrations on suc-
cessive Sunday, including 
“Out at the Fair,” celebrating 
LGBTQ pride, on June 19; 
“Bollywood at the Fair,” on 
June 26, and “Fiesta at the 
Fair,” on July 10, celebrat-
ing the Bay Area’s deep 
Indian and Hispanic roots; 
and “Blues at the Fair,” on 
July 3. 

“We have always taken 
pride in celebrating our di-
versity and inclusiveness,” 
said Tiffany Cadrette, mar-

keting and communications 
manager for the fair. “We are 
excited to be able to offer 
these amazing mini festivals 
for everyone to enjoy.” 

The fair will also feature 
its beer-tasting “Brew Fest” 
on Saturday, June 18, and 

“Wine Fest” on Saturday, 
July 2.  

For more information, 
including ticket prices, pro-
motions, and a complete fair 
schedule, visit alamedacoun-
tyfair.com.   

Drones to Light Up the Night at County Fair 

Dublin has hired Jaclyn 
Dwyer, former director of 
parks and recreation for 
Stanislaus County, Califor-
nia, to be its new director 
of parks and community 
services, effective Friday, 
May 1.  Dwyer succeeds La 
Shawn Butler, who retired 
in March. 

“I am pleased to wel-
come Jackie Dwyer as 
the new parks and com-
munity services director,” 
City Manager Linda Smith 
said in an announcement. 
“Her extensive background 
in recreation services will 
ensure that we can continue 
to deliver quality program-

ming and services to the 
Dublin community.” 

Dwyer is joining the 
city as Dublin embarks 
on the construction of a 
new 13,000-square-foot 
Cultural Arts Center at 
the Dublin Civic Center 
and the development of 
an 8.75-acre community 
park adjacent to the Wallis 
Ranch community. 

In her role with Stan-
islaus County, she oversaw 
34 public park facilities 
with an annual budget of 
$13.2 million and a staff 
of 55 full-time and 50 part-
time employees.  She pre-
viously worked as execu-

tive director of the Gettys-
burg Recreation Authority 
in Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
vania, and as a recreation 
supervisor for Brentwood, 
California.  

Dwyer holds a bach-
elor’s degree in recreation 
administration manage-
ment from California State 
University, East Bay, and a 
master’s degree in manage-
ment and public adminis-
tration from the University 
of Phoenix. A veteran of the 
U.S. Navy, she received a 
Navy and Marine Corps 

Achievement Medal for her 
service during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom.   

Dublin Names Dwyer New Parks Director 

The Livermore Public 
Library will offer its chil-
dren’s Music and Move-
ment story time program 
at a different neighborhood 
park every Saturday at 10 
a.m., beginning June 11 
and continuing through 
Aug. 13. 

Locations include Al-

tamont Creek Park, 6544-
6634 Altamont Creek Dr., 
June 11; Almond Park, 
1555 Almond Ave., June 
18; Pleasure Island Park, 
280 Pearl Dr., June 25; 
Bruno Canziani Park, 5905 
Charlotte Way, July 2; 
Jack Williams Park, 2041 
Neptune Road, July 9; 

Tex Spruiell Park, 5411 
Felicia Ave., July 16; Big 
Trees Park, 5470 Kathy 
Way, July 23; Ralph T. 
Wattenburger Park, 1515 
Honeysuckle Road, July 
30; Sunset Park, 1055 Ge-
neva St., Aug. 6; and Al 
Caffodio Park, 1294 Le 
Mans Court, Aug. 13.  

The programs are free, 
and registration is not 
required. Families with 
children of all ages are 
welcome to attend and 
are encouraged to bring a 
blanket for seating.  

For more information, 
visit livermorelibrary.net 
or call 925-373-5576. 

Library to Offer Story Time in Neighborhood Parks 
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This is California’s third dry year in a row
The long-range forecast for 2023 looks dry too
Take action and start conserving TODAY!

Visit www.zone7water.com/drought for information 
on rebates, water use rules, and �xing leaks

water: save some for tomorrow

DROUGHT RESTRICTIONS ARE IN EFFECT
OUTDOOR IRRIGATION IS RESTRICTED TO 
NO MORE THAN THREE DAYS A WEEK

• Irrigate after 9 p.m. and before 6 a.m. to reduce evaporation

• Rebates are available for water-e�cient landscaping, smart 
irrigation controllers, and high-e�ciency clothes washers

• Use a broom to clean driveways and patios, keep pools 
covered, and add mulch around trees to retain water

• Shorten showers and only run dishwashers and clothes 
washers with full loads

Dublin San Ramon 
Services District

Water, wastewater, recycled water

TRI-VALLEY WATER AGENCIES 

OPEN HOUSE SAT. MAY 28TH 1PM TO 5PM

“I’ll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy”

REALTOR® , CRS, SRES®

925.784.7979
LeslieFaught.com

SellingEastBayHomes.com
DRE01027778 

2018 Bay East Association REALTOR® of the Year

South Livermore South Livermore BeautyBeauty
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms

4370 +/- Sq. Ft. – 12,350 +/- Sq. Ft. Lot
3076Talinga.com

Offered at $2,750,000

HOME LOANSHOME LOANS
Customized just right for you.Customized just right for you.

REFINANCINGREFINANCING
Your current home loan.Your current home loan.

REVERSE REVERSE MORTAGES MORTAGES 
Pay off existing mortgage or Pay off existing mortgage or 

tap into you home equity.tap into you home equity.  

Paramount Residential Mortgage Group, Inc. (PRMG) Paramount Residential Mortgage Group, Inc. (PRMG) 
a leading lender in the mortgage industry works to find you the a leading lender in the mortgage industry works to find you the 
best possible financing scenarios, ranging from competitive best possible financing scenarios, ranging from competitive 

financing for the first-time homebuyer to multi-million-dollar loans financing for the first-time homebuyer to multi-million-dollar loans 
for the for the more experienced homeowner.more experienced homeowner.  

With With COMPETITIVE RATESCOMPETITIVE RATES & AWARD WINNING SERVICE! & AWARD WINNING SERVICE!

©2022 Paramount Residential Mortgage Group, Inc. (“PRMG”) NMLS ID #75243; 1265 Corona Pointe Court, Corona, CA 92879; All Rights Reserved. Licensed by The Department of Financial Protection and Innovation 
under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act”, License #4131268; Finance Lenders Law License #603D903; AZ Mortgage Banker License #910387; Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee #32087; IL Residential 
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2 Story Beauty! 3 Homes on this court ,

in the heart of a wonderful neighborhood!
11,000 +/- lot w/ Side Yard Access  $1,698,500

John Boehrer
REALTOR®

 925.640.7474
Cal DRE #00959167

Call 925.640.7474 | email: johnboehrer@comcast.net
Accord

671 Poplar Ct., Livermore

OPEN HOUSE!!
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Livermore Police Department  
Supports Special Needs Community  
By Lauren Farrauto 

Working to build the 
lines of communication 
between the police and 
some of its most vulnerable 
residents, the Livermore 
Police Department (LPD) 
has launched the Special 
Needs Registry (SNR).  

Implemented just a few 
weeks ago, the program was 
created by officer Andrew 
Graycar. As a policeman 
and the parent of a spe-
cial needs child, Graycar 
believes his unique per-
spective and position al-
lows him to see things from 
“both sides of the aisle.” 

“Livermore PD con-
sulted with special needs 
parent groups, as well as 
neurodiverse individuals, 
who both contributed input 
for the Special Needs Regis-
try during the development 
process,” Graycar said.  

The goal of the LPD 
is to support local resi-
dents and provide special 
assistance when needed, 
and the SNR provides re-
sponding officers with the 
information to do just that. 

  According to the SNR 
webpage, parents and care-
givers may enroll a person 
of any age with any type of 
medical condition or dis-
ability, including but not 
limited to, autism spectrum 
disorder, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, dementia, bipolar dis-
order and Down syndrome. 
Adults with special needs 
may also enroll themselves 
in the program. If someone 
is unable to provide consent 
due to their disability, a 
parent or caregiver can pro-
vide legal documentation 
to show they have the legal 
authority to make decisions 
for the person enrolling. 

The registration form al-
lows participants to include 
information regarding trig-
gers, preferred communi-
cation methods, stimming 
behaviors (repetitive or 
unusual body movements 
or noises), sensory issues, 
cognitive abilities and de-

escalation methods specific 
and unique to them. Once 
registered, the information 
will be immediately dis-
seminated to responding 
patrol officers without hav-
ing to ask the individual/
parents/guardians unnec-
essary questions during a 
high-stress call for service. 
Only Livermore PD person-
nel who require this infor-
mation to complete their 
duties will have access to it. 

“If a participant of the 
SNR goes missing and is re-
ported by the parent/guard-
ian, information about their 
physical appearance, the 
most likely places where 
they would go, as well as 
triggers, stimulants and 
de-escalation techniques 
will be sent to Livermore 
PD officers,” said Graycar. 
“If the individual has not 
been reported missing and 
is incapable of effectively 
communicating his/her 
name when encountered by 
an officer, a geogr\aphical 
records check of the neigh-
borhood for individuals 
registered nearby, coupled 
with the physical appear-
ance provided, may allow 
us to identify the individual 
faster. This will then allow 
Livermore PD to use the 
contact information on file 
to reunite the individual with 
their parents/guardians.” 

The inspiration to imple-
ment the program came to  
Graycar after a few nights 
working the graveyard shift.  

“I came into contact with 
elderly individuals in the 
early morning hours who 
were unable to communi-
cate, due to having demen-
tia, and were completely 
unaware of their surround-
ings, “ he explained. “Not 
knowing who they were, 
where they lived or any-
thing about them led to ob-
vious difficulties. With the 
Special Needs Registry in 
place, the Livermore Police 
Department is expecting 
to have a higher probabil-
ity of reducing emotional 
trauma, fear, anxiety and 
conflict when members 
of the special needs com-
munity come into contact 
with first responders.”  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  p r o -
gram is still too new to 
t rack resul ts ,  commu-
nity support is evident.  

Graycar received an 
overwhelmingly positive 
response from parents in 
attendance of the Starlight 
Ball where he presented 
the registry last month.  

“I have spoken to several 
parents over the past two 
weeks, and every single 
one has been extremely ap-
preciative in knowing that 
Livermore PD has a program 
like this in place,” he said. 

To participate in the 
Special Needs Registry, 
complete the online form 
and turn it in to the Liver-
more Police Department 
in person or via email: 
sn r@l ivermoreca .gov.

Dublin has introduced 
a city parks program that 
allows donors to ‘adopt’ 
a new or existing bench, 
adding a bronze plaque 
with a personal message to 
honor an individual, fam-
ily, business, or community 
organization. 

Donors can “adopt” an 
existing, 6-foot steel bench 
in a city park for $1,500, or 
the city will install a new 
bench for $2,500. Messages 
on the 2-inch by 10-inch 
plaques will be limited to 
three lines, with no more 
than 30 characters per line, 
including spaces. 

The Parks and Commu-
nity Services Department 
said the plaques and benches 
will be maintained at the 
city’s expense, including 
the removal of any graffiti, 
for at least 10 years. Once a 
bench is considered no lon-
ger serviceable, donors will 
be offered the opportunity to 
“adopt” a new bench.  

The plaques and benches 
remain the property of the 

city. For more information, 
call 925-556-4500. 

Dublin Launches Adopt-a-Bench Program 



Cook-Kallio for 
ACOE Area 7 Trustee 

The ballot to replace 
Area 7 Trustee Yvonne 
Cerrato, who opted not 
to run for re-election 
after serving 20 years 
as Tri-Valley represen-
tative on the Alameda 
County Office of Edu-
cation (ACOE)  [??], 
includes three candi-
dates, two with exten-
sive backgrounds.  

The often over-
looked board sets pol-
icy and approves the 
budget for the ACOE, 
which provides educa-
tion for teen mothers 
and students in the 
juvenile justice sys-
tem; teacher training 
programs; and curricu-
lum development and 
technology assistance 
for districts. The board 
also can play a key role 
in the creation of char-
ter schools and hears 
appeals of student ex-
pulsions. 

Cheryl Cook-Kallio 
worked for 40 years 
as an award-winning 
public school teacher 
in Fremont before re-
tiring and serving two 
terms on the Pleas-
anton City Council. 
She has received most 
of the major endorse-
ments — including 
from Tri-Valley Con-
gressman Eric Swal-
well; Assemblywoman 
Rebecca Bauer-Kah-
an; State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruc-
tion Tony Thurmond 
and two of his prede-
cessors; and numer-
ous Tri-Valley school 
trustees and teachers 
organizations. She also 
is heavily backed by 
labor organizations, 
including the unions 
for Pleasanton and 
Fremont teachers. 

Cook-Kallio be-
lieves her public school 
experience would suit 
her well in “supporting 
children, parents, and 
teachers in ensuring 

access to quality edu-
cation programs and 
in securing legislation 
to benefit all District 7 
communities.” She be-
lieves in accountability 
of charter schools, say-
ing they are valuable 
because they “offer 
something unique to 
the community.” 

Voters have twice 
rejected her politi-
cal ambitions. Cook-
Kallio lost an election 
for Pleasanton mayor 
in 2012, and lost to 
Republican Catharine 
Baker for a state as-
sembly seat, despite 
$2 million in spend-
ing by the Democratic 
Party. However, she 
was elected to serve on 
the Pleasanton council. 

Candidate Eric Dil-
lie, a former Texas 
public school teacher 
turned charter school 
principal, works as 
Superintendent of 
Schools at Dublin-
based Key Educational 
Group, where he man-
ages a $6 million bud-
get for a network of 
public charter schools, 
advising them on their 
creation and curricu-
lum. Dillie believes his 
career experience and 
knowledge of the is-
sues would make him 
an invaluable trustee. 

Dillie’s past, how-
ever, includes a fatal 
flaw that disqualifies 
him for this position.  

In  2018,  Dil l ie 
pleaded no contest in 
Alameda County Su-
perior Court to a mis-
demeanor charge of 
failure to report child 
abuse. Two years ear-
lier, while working as 
principal at the Liver-
more Valley Charter 
Preparatory School, 
Dillie failed to call 
police when a tutor 
told Dillie and a vice 
principal that the tutor 
was involved in a re-
portable incident with 
a 14-year-old student. 

The tutor  had accused 
the boy of copying his 
homework and hu-
miliated him in front 
of other students. 

The boy ran, but the 
tutor found him be-
hind a nearby grocery 
store, grabbed him by 
the arms, picked him 
up, restrained him and 
forced him into a car. 
The boy complained 
of pain and an injured 
shin. 

As mandated by 
law, Dillie and his 
vice principal were 
required to call the 
Livermore police and 
Child Protective Ser-
vices. A later police 
investigation found 
the men laughed about 
what had occurred and 
provided inconsistent 
statements to detec-
tives. 

A judge sentenced 
Dillie to community 
service and mandatory 
reporting classes. The 
charge was dismissed 
upon completion of the 
sentences. 

But the dismissal of 
the charges does not 
exonerate Dillie. He is 
not qualified   to serve 
as a representative on 
the Office of Educa-
tion. 

A third candidate, 
Kate Dao, a mother 
of three who founded 
the Livermore-based 
Acton Academy East 
Bay, lacks the appro-
priate experience.  Her 
school’s website said 
it offers a curriculum 
that encourages critical 
thinking, imagination 
and creativity. As a 
parent, she said at a 
recent forum  that she 
knows what she wants 
for her children’s edu-
cation and would work 
hard to make sure chil-
dren get what they de-
serve. 

Cook-Kallio rises 
to the top of the field. 
We recommend her for 
Area 7 Trustee. 

Alameda County 
voters’ choice for Dis-
trict Attorney in 2022 
will make history, no 
matter who wins. All 
four candidates have a 
chance to become the 
first African-American 
to hold the title of the 
county’s top prosecu-
tor. 

In selecting a suc-
cessor for retiring 
Nancy O’Mal ley, 
who has held the post 
since 2009, voters can 
choose between two 
veteran prosecutors 
from within the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, 
a former San Francisco 
prosecutor and fighter 
pilot, and a civil rights 
attorney who formerly 
defended the accused. 

All four are formi-
dable candidates: Ter-
ry Wiley, O’Malley’s 
top assistant and her 
choice to succeed 
her; Jimmie Wilson, 
a plumber turned 17-
year veteran prosecu-
tor; Seth Steward, chief 
aide to Oakland Coun-
cilman Dan Kalb; and 
Pamela Price, who re-
ceived 42% of the vote 
when she ran against 
O’Malley in 2018. 

Each said Alam-
eda County requires 
criminal justice reform 
and has an array of 
endorsements. Unless 
one candidate receives 
more than 50% of the 
vote June 7, the top 
two finishers will face 
off in November to 
determine who should 
run the office with a 
budget of about $90 
million and about 430 
employees, including 
around 150 deputy 
DAs and 60 inspec-
tors. 

Our choice is Wi-
ley, a 32-year veteran 
of the office who of-
fers experience that 
separates him from the 
pack. Wiley worked 
his way to the top, 
gaining extensive 
experience in pros-
ecuting cases, while 

leading the felony 
trial team with a 93% 
conviction rate. He 
also runs the agency’s 
human resources de-
partment and trains 
colleagues in diversity, 
equity and inclusion 
policies. 

 In championing the 
Alameda County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office 
partnership with the 
National Association 
for the Advancement 
of Colored People Ex-
pungement Program, 
he ensured the records 
of hundreds of people 
in Alameda County 
were cleared. He also 
created programs to 
keep people out of 
prison and currently 
serves as the Director 
of Human Resources 
at the DA’s office. Due 
to his work, Wiley re-
ceived the National 
Bar Associat ion's 
Heman Sweatt Award 
for Civil Rights. 

 Wiley’s policies 
include not pros-
ecuting teenagers as 
adults, except in se-
vere circumstances 
for 17.5-year-olds. He 
led the Juvenile Divi-
sion, addressing ethnic 
disparities in juveniles 
in custody and worked 
to cut youth incarcera-
tion rates, while also 
helping to create the 
“Know Your Rights, 
It Can Save Your Life” 
program for middle 
school students. 

 While he has clear-
ly worked to develop 
programs for those 
who commit nonvio-
lent crimes because of 
mental illness, addic-
tion and poverty, he  
hasn’t shied away from 
prosecuting murderers 
and police officers. His 
goal is to create a bal-
anced system where 
violent offenders are 
held accountable for 
their crimes. He said 
he is willing to file 
cases against police 
officers when neces-
sary, such as when 

he handled the case 
against Oakland of-
ficers in the infamous 
“Riders” scandal. 

 To top it off, Wi-
ley is a member of the 
American Bar Associa-
tion’s Criminal Stan-
dards Committee; a 
former member of the 
State Bar of California 
Board of Trustees; past 
vice president of the 
National Bar Associa-
tion; past president of 
the Charles Houston 
Bar Association; past 
chairman of the State 
Bar of California Crim-
inal Law Section; and 
past president of the 
Bay Area Black Pros-
ecutors Association. 

 Suppor t ed  by 
O’Malley, the Alam-
eda County Prosecu-
tors’ Association and 
the Alameda County 
Police Chiefs and 
Sheriffs Association, 
Wiley’s endorsements 
include U.S. Rep. Eric 
Swalwell, who repre-
sents the Tri-Valley in 
Congress; Assembly-
woman Rebecca Bau-
er-Kahan; Oakland 
Mayor Libby Schaaf; 
and Tri-Valley coun-
cilmembers Kathy Na-
rum and Jack Balch of 
Pleasanton, and Jean 
Josey of Dublin. 

He’s also the choice 
of four civil rights at-
torneys, including 
Benjamin Crump, 
who represents George 
Floyd’s family. 

 Sean Steward and 
Jimmie Wilson both 
have good ideas for re-
form, but lack Wiley’s 
experience. Price’s 
ideas are noteworthy, 
including calling for 
outside investigations 
of police shootings and 
not prosecuting teens 
as adults, but she, too, 
lacks the appropriate 
experience, as she has 
never prosecuted a 
case. 

 Wiley’s values and 
vast experience make 
him our choice to suc-
ceed O’Malley. 

Sanchez for Sheriff
Wiley for DA
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MAILBOX

EDITORIALS

Mailbox Guidelines: 
Opinions voiced in let-

ters published in Mailbox 
are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of The Independent. 
Anonymous letters will not 
be published. All letters are 
required to have the name(s) 
of the person(s) submitting 
them, city of residence and 
phone number, for verifi-
cation purposes. Abusive 
letters may be rejected or 
edited. Letters are subject 
to verification and may 
be edited for clarity at the 
discretion of the editor. We 
reserve the right to decide 
whether or not the letter 
will be published. Headings 
for all letters may be edited 
at the discretion of the edi-
tor to properly reflect their 
content. A headline will be 
added to letters received 
without one. Frequent letter 
writers may have publica-
tion of their letters delayed. 
Letters must be submitted by 
someone living in or from 
the Tri-Valley; they must 
not offer medical advice 
from unconfirmed profes-
sional sources or contain 

libelous or inappropriate 
content. Letters should be 
limited to 400 words or 
less and should be sent by 
email to letters@indepen-
dentnews.com or submitted 
using the form below. To be 
considered, letters must be 
received by 10 a.m. on the 
Tuesday before publication

Ahern for Sheriff  
Mike Grant, Dublin  

Ahern for Sheriff! I just 
saw the top Editorial calling 
for a candidate for Sheriff — 
whose name I will not print, 
because she does not even 
have the background to run 
such a complicated depart-
ment. Like normal, the Edi-
tor, or whomever wrote this, 
is very misinformed about 
what the candidate does at 
the Alameda County Sher-
iff’s Department. Well Mr. 
Editor, she runs the Santa 
Rita jail that you wrote 
about with all the issues. 
Maybe you should tell all 
the readers about that before 

you dump on our sheriff. 
Another thing she was in 
charge of was the seating 
for the banquet at Urban 
Shield. Now for many years 
I was a vendor at this event, 
and the table seating was 
a joke. She would tell you 
what table you were to be 
at, but someone else was 
already at the table. She was 
very unorganized! To let her 
run the Sheriff’s Department 
would be a train wreck 
like you never seen. Crime 
would get out of control, 
deputies would retire, and 
public safety would suffer. 
Voters should remember this 
comment, “You don't put 
the ‘baggage handler’ load-
ing the 747 in the cockpit.” 
Ahern needs to fly this plane 
and the other candidate 
needs to keep loading the 
luggage on the belt.  

  
What a Tangled Web  
We Weave 
Jim Hutchins, Livermore 

"Oh, what a tangled web 
we weave, when first we 
practice to deceive!" (Sir 
Walter Scott) 

On Monday night, the 
Livermore City Council 
began discussing a modi-
fication to the agreement 
with Eden Housing. The 
proposed amendment would 
move up by a couple of 
months the transfer from 
the City to Eden Housing 
of the old Lucky site land. 
The original plan was for the 

transfer to occur on Decem-
ber 31, 2022, but that is after 
a new Council, elected in 
November, would be sworn 
in. Since the land wouldn’t 
yet be transferred, a new 
Council could do what the 
current Council has refused 
to do – listen to the people 
and investigate potential 
alternative locations for the 
Eden Housing buildings. 
Instead, the current Council 
has decided to change the 
transfer date to before a new 
Council is seated, in order to 
prevent them from having 
the ability to undo what this 
Council has wrought. 

The Council’s motiva-
tions were further on display 
during the meeting’s public 
comments about the amend-
ment. Six speakers exceeded 
their allotted speaking time, 
but the five speaking in sup-
port of the amendment were 
allowed to continue without 
interruption (ranging from 6 
to 18 seconds over), while 
the one who was speaking 
against the amendment, 
Mony Nop, was cut off by 
Councilmember Kiick when 
he went only seven seconds 
over. They seek to silence 
dissent and control the nar-
rative. 

This Council has ignored 
the call of the residents to 
relocate the housing so that 
the people can have a large, 
beautiful park in the center 
of their town, instead of 
filling it with four-story 

apartments. But now they 
are actively working against 
the residents and plotting 
how to place barriers to 
stop the public’s demands 
from ever happening. That 
is unconscionable. 

The Council’s actions 
are also putting millions of 
dollars of the City’s money 
at risk. They have decided 
to commit over $8 million 
to the Eden Housing proj-
ect before the Save Liver-
more Downtown lawsuit 
is settled. The Council’s 
actions are both reckless and 
duplicitous. 

In November, we need 
to elect new representatives 
that will actually represent 
what the people want. 

Council Puts City at Risk 
Marcus Libkind, Livermore 

  Long ago the citizens of 
Livermore should have been 
given the opportunity to 
vote on whether they were in 
favor or against the current 
Eden Project in downtown. 
The City Council has not 
permitted that to happen.  

The project has been on 
hold, pending the outcome 
of ongoing litigation, until 
the City Council meeting 
of May 24 when the Coun-
cil voted to authorize the 
City Manager to execute 
amended documents that 
permit the Eden Project to 
go forward. 

  It makes no sense for 
the Council to accelerate 

the Eden Project. In fact, 
doing so puts the citizens of 
Livermore at risk of losing 
millions of dollars or at best 
recovery over many years. 
Save Livermore Downtown 
has sued to stop the Eden 
Project, and if successful, 
Eden Housing will have 
years to repay a $7.8 mil-
lion loan and the City may 
lose $5 million that they 
pay Eden to develop the 
park. The City Council has 
not met their fiduciary re-
sponsibility to the citizens 
of Livermore. They have 
jeopardized funds that could 
be used for affordable hous-
ing in a number of other 
locations within Livermore.  

What is as disturbing or 
maybe more disturbing is 
that the City Council has 
hamstrung the next Council 
that may look quite different 
come the November elec-
tion. Maybe that is why they 
have proceeded as they have 
done on May 24. 

While the City has never 
given the citizens the op-
portunity to vote on the 
Eden Project, the November 
election of a new Mayor and 
two council members will 
be a referendum on the proj-
ect given that it will be at 
the center of the issues. By 
going ahead with the Eden 
Project at this time. their 
intent may well have been 
to hamstring a new council 
from working towards a 

(See MAILBOX, page 5)

(See EDITORIALS, page 10)
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HOPE
HOSPICE AND HEALTH SERVICES
Compassion and quality when it matters most.

Hospice   Dementia Education
Senior-Care Classes   Grief Support       

 Volunteering Opportunities

|
|

(925) 829-8770    HopeHospice.com|

MON NOV 15 at 7:30pm

GET TICKETS NOW
LivermoreArts.org    

925.373.6800 | 2400 First Street, Livermore

FRI JUN 3 at 8 PM

LIVE AT THE BANKHEAD

GARRISON KEILLOR 
WITH ROBIN AND LINDA WILLIAMS

FRI JUN 10 at 8 PM

The 2022 Livermore 
Citywide Garage Sale

ONE DAY ONLY!
SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 20228am to Noon

WANT TO BE A SELLER?
Register your sale online at LivermoreSanitation.com 
or over the phone at 925-449-7300. Register by
June 8th to receive free advertising. 

RATHER BE A SHOPPER?
Save the date and get your reusable shopping bags 
ready! For a complete list of participating addresses, 
check the June 16th edition of the Independent or 
visit LivermoreSanitation.com on June 17th.

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 4)

more inclusive alternative 
to the Eden project, and at 
the same time jeopardizing 
city finances. 

 Shame on you City 
Council. This is another 
reason I will vote for Mony 
Nop and the those running 
for council seats in Districts 
1 and 2 that oppose the myo-
pic thinking of the current 
Council. 

Vote Cook-Kallio for 
Alameda County Board of 
Education  
Sharon Piekarski, Pleasanton  

Cheryl Cook-Kallio is 
the best qualified candidate 
for the Alameda County 
Board of Education with 
a long list of accomplish-
ments. She has been a cre-
dentialed classroom teacher 
for 40 years in local public 
schools and holds a master’s 
degree in history with an 
emphasis on the U.S. Con-
stitution. She has received 
multiple teaching awards 
and currently serves as the 
coordinator of California, 
We the People/Project Citi-
zen Coordinator, a program 
that teaches in-depth knowl-
edge of the Constitution. 
She is a member of the 
Center for Civic Education 
National Board. She has also 
served in public office as a 
two term Pleasanton City 
Councilwoman, giving her 
the experience to work with 
people with various view-
points. She has a long list of 
grass roots supporters and is 
endorsed by educational and 
civic leaders alike.  

Eric Dillie has disquali-
fied himself by being an 
administrator of the Liver-
more Valley Charter School, 
which failed financially and 
lost its accreditation — a 
very hard thing to do. He 
also plead no contest for 
failure to report a child 
abuse incident which is 
required by law.  

Her other opponent’s 
experience was in business 
startups until a decade ago 
when she opened a private 
school which currently has 
only 43 students. She has 
a master’s degree, but fails 
to state in what subject 
area. She has raised tens of 
thousands of dollars from 
a handful of donors, nearly 
all special interest PACs. 
She clearly doesn’t have the 
background or experience to 
solve the problems confront-
ing the schools in Alameda 
County.  

Be sure you do your 
research. I think you will 
agree that Cheryl Cook-
Kallio is the best qualified 
candidate. Vote Cook-Kallio 
for Alameda County Board 
of Education.  
 
Dillie’s Ethics  
(Or Lack Of?)  
Alex Dourov, Livermore   

During his tenure as prin-
cipal of the charter school, 
Eric Dillie pled no contest 
(a guilty plea) for failing 
to report the child abuse of 
one of the students he was 
responsible for. When ques-
tioned about the incident 
by the Mercury News and 
the East Bay Times, “Dillie 
continued to minimize what 
occurred. In retelling the 
story to the East Bay Times 
in a follow-up interview 
about his endorsement, he 
made no mention of the 
student’s injuries.”  

Fast forward to May 4, 
2022, when both the Mer-
cury News and the East 
Bay Times retracted their 
April 20 endorsement of 
Dillie. However, as of to-
day’s date (5-22-2022), Eric 
Dillie’s campaign website 
still boldly boasts of both 
papers’ recommendation/
endorsement.  

What does that tell you 
about his ethics, transpar-
ency and accountability? 
What was at the charter 
school, still is today.  

   
Why You Should Vote for 
Mony Nop 
Gayle Threets, Livermore 

It is with great pleasure 
and honor that I put my full 
political support behind 
Mony Nop, mayoral hope-
ful. 

Mony Nop served the 
Livermore Police Depart-
ment for 17 years. He gradu-
ated with honors from St. 
Mary's College and transi-
tioned to become a realtor 
in 2007, serving Livermore 
residents for the last 15 
years. He also works with 
several local non-profits 

and commits his time to 
enhancing opportunities for 
others. His loyalty to this 
community is undeniable. 

As mayor of Livermore, 
here are Mony’s top five 
priorities. 
·     Relocate Eden Housing 
·     Increase Public Safety 
·     Address Homelessness 
·     Increase Access to Af-
fordable Housing 
·     Bring High Paying Jobs 
to Livermore 

Mony’s love for the peo-
ple and this community is 
unmatched. The kind of 
leadership he will provide 
is one of love, compassion, 
inclusion and acknowledge-
ment for the needs of every-
one in our community. He is 
a man of humble beginnings 
who understands the needs 
and concerns of the people 
within our community. I 
cannot think of anyone more 
suited to lead our city into 
the future. 

Elections are coming up, 
and we deserve a say in how 
our city is run and by whom. 

Vote Mony Nop and give 
the future of Livermore a 
voice. 

Mony Nop for Mayor 
Lance Cavalieri, Livermore 

I met Mony over 20 
years ago, and we have 
been friends ever since. He 
is a tenacious man, so when 
he commits to any task, he's 
in it 100% to its completion. 

Mony relates to our com-
munity, through being a 
Livermore police officer, 
a realtor and the founder 
of the Mony Nop Founda-
tion (whose core focus is 
to foster personal growth 
and development of our 
youth). Mony brings experi-
ence and vital resourceful-
ness that the mayor's posi-
tion and responsibilities will 
benefit from. 

I know Mony will bring 
a strong and unique energy 
to Livermore and will work 
tirelessly for our city. Make 
Mony our next mayor. 

County Biosolids Appeal 
Continued 
Donna Cabanne, Livermore 

Please mark your calen-
dars! The Alameda County 
biosolids processing facility 
appeal is extended to June 2 
starting at 10 a.m. Biosolids 
sludge (fecal matter with 
water removed) contains 
heavy metals, lead, mer-
cury, asbestos, concentrated 
pesticides, pharmaceuticals, 
flame retardants and other 
industrial compounds, as 
well as PCBs (polychlori-
nated biphenyls, which are 
cancer causing chemicals) 
and PFAs (per and polyfluo-
roalkyl substances that are 
toxic at low concentrations 
— parts per trillion).  

This project will produce 
biosolids composting that 
is not allowed to be used 
in Alameda County and 
does not count towards re-
ducing any of the county or 
state recycling goals. There 
is a 15-year capacity for 
organic green waste (lawn 
clippings, apple cores, etc.) 
in Alameda County at three 
large, existing organic com-
posting facilities. Therefore, 
there is no need for a bio-
solids facility that can only 
sell its product in the Central 
Valley.  

Biosolids from all Al-
ameda County Waste Water 
Treatment Plants combined 
is approximately 300 tons 
per day on average. We can 
dispose of all of our county 
biosolids and remain well 
within a maximum daily 
total tonnage of 500 tons. 
The appeal and a Sierra Club 
resolution included up to 
500 tons per day maximum, 
which is more than sufficient 
to meet all County Waste 
Water daily needs. Further, 
this is a conditional use per-
mit; the county is under no 
obligation to approve ANY 
project.  

The air impacts associ-
ated with the project are sig-
nificant and unavoidable in  
a non-attainment air basin. 
Hospitalizations directly re-
lated to air pollutants in the 
Tri-Valley rose substantially 
in the last decade. Premature 
deaths due to air pollution 
rose from 2,600 in 1990 
to 8,300 in 2015; asthma 
emergency room visits rose 
from 1,000 in 1990 to 3,400 
in 2015. The number one 
priority must be the protec-
tion of infants, children, 
pregnant women, the elder-
ly, immune-compromised 

people and those suffer-
ing from asthma, heart and 
lung diseases, whose health 
will be further endangered 
for decades if tonnage is 
increased. 

While the county may 
feel obligated to meet in-
county biosolids disposal 
needs, the county is under 
no obligation to meet the 
biosolids disposal needs 
of other counties, espe-
cially when the project will 
add significant and unavoid-
able air Impacts in a non-
attainment air basin, jeop-
ardizing the health of east 
county residents. Join me 
in asking the supervisors to 
reject the project or limit the 
project to 500 tons per day 
maximum. Our families' 
health is at risk! 

Airport Runway Extension  
Frank Dolijack, Pleasanton  

I am writing again after 
reading in the print edition 
a clarification by the owner 
of Five Rivers Aviation on 
the airport noise solution 
presented in the previous 
edition, and I want to avoid 
misinformation suggested 
by this clarification. This 
clarification stated, “To 
clarify, Sandhu’s sugges-
tion was not to extend the 
runway, but to add a dis-
placed threshold before the 
runway, so planes taking 
off can have space to get a 
head start and climb earlier 
and higher before they reach 
residential areas... The dis-
placed threshold does not 
extend the available runway 
for planes that are landing.”  

Yes, but the RUNWAY 
NEEDS TO BE EXTEND-
ED for PLANES THAT 
ARE TAKING OFF. How 
else can they get the “space 
to get a head start?” It should 
be obvious that runways and 
taxiways would have to be 
added to the grassy area to 
the east by perhaps another 
1,000 feet, which would 
extend the current 5,300 
feet of runway to 6,300 feet. 
Let us suppose the runway 
is extended, and jets take 
off 1,000 feet earlier. The 
earlier lift off would have 
them traverse the residential 
area, on average, only 100 
feet higher. Not very sig-
nificant. Instead, the pilots 
should operate their air-
craft according to the ICAO 
Noise Abatement Departure 
Procedure 1 and turn north 
as soon as possible when 
reaching 1,200 feet MSL, 
thus avoiding flight over the 
residential area. How pilots 
operate their jet aircraft is 
a real solution to noise, not 
extending the runway.  

  
Citizens Beware: Mony 
Nop’s Empty Election 
Promise to Livermore  
Mini Chopra, Livermore 

Mony Nop has launched 
his mayoral candidacy on a 
flawed and bogus premise. 
In his introductory video 
campaign, Mr. Nop promis-
es citizens and stakeholders 
that he is going to relocate 
Eden Downtown Housing 
(hereafter, “Eden”). Well, 
how exactly is he going to 
actualize Eden’s relocation, 
and where precisely will 
Eden be relocated to? You 
will find NO mention in his 
rhetoric.  

Talk about building sand-
castles in the air and Mr. 
Nop's empty and direction-
less promise about Eden’s 
relocation is a case in point.  

While we’ve come so far 
with regards to Eden, with 
a court ruling emphatically 
validating the City Council's 
decision, any discerning 
citizen should know that 
Eden Downtown Hous-
ing — on principle and in 
practicality — CANNOT 
BE RELOCATED. Mr. Nop 
might succeed in moving 
mountains, but not Eden. All 
that Eden's adversaries can 
do at this time is to DELAY 
the project.  

Well, Mony Nop under-
stands the above complexi-
ties through and through. 
Very likely, he understands 
it better than you and I do. 
It's easier to be a Pied Piper 
in the world of vote bank 
politics — where some-
times, no accountability for 
one's word is required, let 
alone any solid effort — to 
sway unwary and credulous 
citizens to your tune.  

The above said,  we 
should be proud and grate-
ful that our beloved former 
mayor and Livermore’s 
constant well-wisher, Mr. 

Marchand, has stepped up in 
the best interests of our city. 
He has always been around 
like a guiding light, protect-
ing facts and upholding the 
truth and speaking from a 
place of knowledge and an 
authoritative flair that one 
is able to command only 
when one has put in their 
continuous effort and time. 
Mr. Marchand has given his 
best to Livermore in past 
years. Nobody understands 
our city’s pulse better than 
Mr. Marchand does. He is 
a man of his word with a 
consistently proven record 
of walking the talk. His 
stupendous work for bring-
ing the vibrant downtown to 
fruition and the well-earned 
trust he commands precede 
his candidacy.  

In fact, it is not inaccu-
rate to suggest that career 
realtors like Mr. Mony Nop 
have vicariously benefitted 
from the vision and work 
that a career public servant 
of the caliber of Mr. March-
and, and his fair-minded al-
lies on the present Council, 
especially Mayor Woerner, 
have contributed toward 
building and shaping Liver-
more to its present character. 

Aviation Business Owner 
Offers Solutions to Airport 
Noise Issue  
Nicole Alcaraz, Livermore  

I was very disappointed 
with The Independent and 
Larry Altman for allowing 
its readers to be misled 
by the “Aviation Business 
Owner Offers Solutions to 
Airport Noise Issue” article 
(May 12, 2022). I’ve lived 
on Arlene Way in Livermore 
for 25 years. Our neigh-
bors where Pete Sandhu’s 
Five Rivers Aviation profit 
machine has severely dete-
riorated our quality of life 
during these last two years. 
We have prop planes and 
corporate Challenger 350 
jets now flying over our 
rooftops at low elevations 
almost every five minutes 
during peak times. The noise 
is so loud that you are un-
able to have a conversation 
until the aircraft has passed. 
Ironically, safety regulations 
require prop-plane pilots 
not to fly without a headset, 
because the noise levels 
exceed 100db, which is 
damaging to hearing without 
protection. However, it ap-
pears that Livermore Airport 
is only interested in photo 
shots with U.S. Rep. Eric 
Swalwell and collecting fees 
from Pete Sandhu rather 
than the health and safety 

of their residents.  
My neighbors and I 

have emailed and called the 
Livermore Airport Noise 
Complaints site, and they’ve 
done nothing. The only solu-
tion the Livermore Airport 
provides is their Livermore 
Airport Noise Study, com-
pleted 2021/2022. After 
reading the report, I was 
shocked that the loudest 
aircraft noise reported was 
less than 65 dB at Livermore 
Municipal Airport during 
22-May-2021. According 

to the noise chart provided 
in the report, the noise is 
equivalent to freeway traf-
fic; do you really believe 
this? Why isn’t Livermore 
Airport required to place 
a sound level analyzer 
equipped with microphones 
to monitor aircraft noise 
in areas with high resident 
airport noise complaints? Or 
perhaps, why not divert the 
west landing approach over 
the 580 freeway?  

If only Larry Altman 

Tasting Room Open: 
Saturday: 12 - 5pm, 
Sunday: 12 - 5pm, 
or by appointment 

2270 Research Drive, 
Livermore

(925) 292-9157
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Paid for by Save Livermore Downtown

There’s still time to Save Livermore’s downtown       Sign up to help at savelivermoredowntown.com 

Isn’t It Time We Had A City Council With A New Vision  
for the Heart of Our Downtown?

This Is the City Council’s Plan for Livermore’s Town Center 

n  4-Stories High        n  No Promised Workforce Housing       n  Makes Parking and Traffic Worse
Proposed Eden Housing building, along the block on Railroad Avenue from L Street to the extension of K Street. Source: City of Livermore Planning Document.

Architectural rendering of proposed park along Railroad Avenue from L Street to the extension of K Street, with Eden Housing moved to another location nearby. 

housing legislation which 
allows for higher density, 
taller buildings and less 
parking.” 

Mayor Bob Woerner said 
he was satisfied with the 
deal to sell the land for 
Eden’s development, calling 
it well-considered, while 
protecting the city and com-
munity’s interest. 

Woerner blasted oppo-

nents who he said sought to 
delay the project in court. 

“Having repeatedly 
failed at the ballot box by 
2-1 margins, they have now 
resorted to frivolous law-
suits to block progress,” 
Woerner said. “We heard 
another direct threat of even 
more litigation (Monday) 
They have dramatically 
failed in court so far. And 

I'm confident that they will 
continue to fail in court and 
elsewhere.” 

Jean King, a spokesper-
son for SLD, submitted a 
statement to newspapers 
Tuesday after the Council 
vote that said, “Save Liver-
more Downtown is consid-
ering all of its options and 
may be forced to take legal 
action to stop this unwise 

and harmful transaction.” 
The SLD statement not-

ed that Save Livermore 
Downtown is extremely 
displeased that the City 
Council has voted to enter 
into a substantial revision 
of its Disposition,  Develop-
ment, and Loan agreement 
with Eden Housing that 
would accelerate the transfer 
of the Lucky site to Eden 

prior to the conclusion of the 
litigation Save Livermore 
Downtown filed challeng-
ing the City’s approvals for 
Eden’s project.  

“The agreement is a reck-
less deal for the City and a 
waste of taxpayer resourc-
es,” King continued. “The 
agreement requires the City 
to commit millions of dol-
lars to a project that is still at 

risk of not being built. 
“The City Council’s ac-

tion further demonstrates 
that the City continues to 
ignore its residents, the vast 
majority of whom do not 
support this project being 
located at this site, and in-
stead support an alternative 
location that can provide 
even more affordable hous-
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(Continued from page 6)

ing units. 
“If Eden is able to ac-

quire the property now, prior 
to the resolution of the liti-
gation and prior to obtain-
ing the necessary financial 
commitments to build this 
project,” according to SLD, 
“the ability of the City to 
consider superior alterna-
tive locations that allow ad-
ditional affordable housing 

will be greatly diminished.” 
SLD added that the City’s 

approval of this agreement 
is not a prudent business 
decision and ignores real 
opportunities to find a better 
project for the Livermore 
community. The agreement 
requires the City to loan 
Eden $7.8 million to acquire 
the property, to pay Eden 
over $5 million to build a 

small park in between the 
project’s two tall, wall-like 
apartment structures, and to 
commit itself to over $4 mil-
lion to clean-up the existing 
soil and soil vapor contami-
nation at the property.  

SLD’s statement con-
cluded: “The City is guar-
anteeing a lot of money to 
prop up a project that most 
residents do not support.” 

  
The resolution, unani-

mously approved by the 
council, stated that the proj-
ect fell within the scope of 
the city’s Downtown Spe-
cific Plan’s Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) and 
authorized the City Manager 
to execute the final docu-
ments and agreements with 
Eden. It also declared the 

property exempt from the 
state’s Surplus Land Act, 
making the sale possible.  

Initially approved in 
May 2021, the Eden Hous-
ing project has been in the 
works since 2018. Eden 
plans to build two multi-unit 
and multi-story buildings 
around a park. Under the 
deal, once various condi-
tions are met, the city will 

transfer the parcel from the 
city to Eden no later than the 
end of September. 

To fund construction, 
Alameda County awarded 
Eden $14.4 million in com-
petitive regional housing 
bond funds to develop this 
site, giving the company two 
years to gather other financ-
ing and get the job underway. 



88    The Independent • MAY 26, 2022  	 www.independentnews.com

For Daily 
Online Local 
News Visit

independentnews.com

Follow us on

TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar 
and visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online.

Thursday, May 26 to Sunday, 
May 29 
Pleasanton Library Book, 
Media Sale    

Friends of  the Pleasanton 
Library hosts the Memorial Day 
Weekend Book and Media Sale 
with books for all ages, DVDs 
and CDs, all in nearly new con-
dition. New memberships and 
renewals are encouraged with a 
10 percent discount on book sale 
purchases, except for Sunday’s 
bag sale. Cash, credit and debit 
cards will be accepted. Bring 
your own bags or boxes. The sale 
will take place at 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. For more information, visit 
friendsofthepleasantonlibrary.
com.  

Sunday, May 29  
Questers Fundraiser at 
Hagemann Ranch 

The Questers, a nonprofit 
specializing in restoration and 
preservation of  historic build-
ings, is having a fundraiser 

event on from 2 to 5 p.m., at 
Hagemann Ranch, located at 
455 Olivina Ave., in Livermore. 
Craft items will be for sale, 
and all proceeds will go for the 
restoration of the Midway School 
Project. The Questers are work-
ing with the Livermore Heritage 
Guild on this historic, one-room 
schoolhouse restoration.

Wednesday, June 8
Interfaith Interconnect 
Religion Chat  

From 5 to 6 p.m., this month’s 
Interfaith Interconnect Religion 
Chat topic is “How does your 
community welcome children 
and youth into the faith? What 
rite of  passage ceremonies are 
traditional in your culture?” Fea-
tured speakers are Trish Munro, 
Congregation Beth Emek, and 
Karan Saini, Sikh. Presenta-
tions include time for audience 
questions, and optional breakout 
discussion groups will take 
place from 6 to 6:30 p.m. The 

in-person meeting will take 
place at the Muslim Community 
Center East Bay, Suite 100, 5724 
W. Las Positas Blvd., in Pleasan-
ton. For a map, visit mcceastbay.
org/hp. For the Zoom meeting, 
visit bit.ly/3G8AVN9. Doors and 
the Zoom room open at 4:40. 
For more information, email 
interfaith.interconnect@gmail.
com or visit facebook.com/
InterfaithInterconnect. 

Sunday, June 12 
Celtic Harps at Trinity 
Lutheran Church   

Lisa Lynne and Aryeh Frank-
furter will perform Celtic Harps, 
rare instruments and wondrous 
stories, at the Trinity Lutheran 
Church of  Pleasanton, at 4 p.m. 
The show features two Celtic 
harps, the rare Swedish Nyckel-
harpa, Ukrainian Bandura, Cittern 
and more. The concert takes 
place at 1225 Hopyard Road, in 
Pleasanton. Suggested donation 
is $15 to $20, and students and 
children are free.  

Monday, June 13 
Livermore-Amador Genealog-
ical Society Presents Karen 
Bowdren LaDuc   

During “How to Research your 
Ancestors in Italian Records” 
Karen will walk you through the 
steps to find what you are looking 
for and download it successfully. 
She will also review the basics 
of  Italian research and the use 
of  familysearch.org. The free 
presentation beings at 7 p.m., with 
the Zoom call starting at 6:30 p.m. 
Preregister at bit.ly/3wif02F.   

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS
Pleasanton Farmers Market 
Open for the Season  

Open Saturdays, from 10 to 
1 p.m., at Main Street and West 
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and 
over are welcome for special-
ized shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.

Tickets for the Bank-
head Presents 2022-2023 
season, with more than four 
dozen scheduled events, 
go on sale to the public on 
Thursday, June 2. 

The season will lead off 
Saturday, Sept. 10, with 
“Brilliance at the Bank-
head,” featuring award-
winning singer and song-
writer Randy Newman, 
accompanied by the Liver-

more-Amador Symphony.  
Other top draws later 

this year will include the 
rock icon Jefferson Star-
ship on Friday, Sept. 23; 
Micky Dolenz, the sole 
surviving member of the 
1960s band The Monkees, 
on Friday, Oct. 21; journal-
ist and commentator Carl 
Bernstein on Thursday, 
Nov. 3; jazz drummer and 
composer T.S. Monk, the 

son of jazz pianist Thelo-
nious Monk, on Thursday, 
Nov. 10; Jose Feliciano on 
Friday, Nov. 18; and the 
Gaby Moreno Quartet on 
Friday, Dec. 2.  

The Bankhead Theater, 
located at 2400 First St., 
Livermore, is operated by 
the Livermore Valley Per-
forming Arts Center.  For 
more information or tick-
ets, visit livermorearts.org. 

Christian Youth Theater 
(CYT) Tri-Valley will pres-
ent “Shrek the Musical” 
from Thursday, June 16, 
to Sunday, June 19, at the 
Livermore High School 
Performing Arts Center, 600 
Maple St. 

Based on the 2001 hit 
animated comedy about an 
ogre who finds his swamp 
overrun by fairy tale crea-

tures and his friendship 
with Donkey, “Shrek the 
Musical” opened on Broad-
way for a 12-month run in 
2008. Nearly 60 local CYT 
students from 9 to 18 will 
appear in the Tri-Valley 
chapter production. 

Performances are sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 16; 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
on Friday, June 17; 2 p.m. 

and 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 18; and 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, June 19. Tickets 
are $16 in advance and $18 
at the door.  

CYT is a nationwide 
after-school theater arts 
program for students ages 4 
to 18. The Tri-Valley chapter 
was formed in 2014.  

For more information or 
tickets, visit bit.ly/3lArnRx. 

Bankhead Presents Tickets on Sale June 2 

Youth Theater Group to Present ‘Shrek the Musical’ 

Valley Dance Theatre, 
which is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary, will present ex-
cerpts from four ballets at 7 
p.m., Saturday, May 28, and 
2 p.m., Sunday, May 29, at 
the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. 

Selections are from the 
classical “Pas de Quatre,” 

“Dolores,” based on a true 
story, “Paquita,” a 19th cen-
tury piece named for a Span-
ish gypsy who saves the life 
of a French aristocrat, and 
“La Fille Mal Gardée,” a 
comedy that includes clog-
gers and a Maypole Dance. 

Tickets for the Liver-
more-based dance group’s 

Spring Rep are $30 for adults 
and $15 for students 17 and 
younger. Tickets are avail-
able online at www.lvpac.
org, by phone at 925-373-
6800, or in person at the 
Bankhead Theater box office. 

For more information, go 
to www.valleydancetheatre.
com. 

The Museum on Main’s 
staff and volunteers invite 
families for an afternoon of 
fun on the museum lawn. 
On the first Saturday of 
each month, June through 
September, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., children, parents and 
grandparents are encour-
aged to join the Museum on 
Main for Family Days.  

“Our goal for each Fami-
ly Day is to provide families 
with free, unique, and fun 
learning experiences during 
those long summer days,” 
says Education Director 
Sarah Schaefer. 

The first Family Day will 
be June 4, with a theme of 
Old Time County Fairs. It 
will be a great way to get 
the family excited for the 

Alameda County Fair that 
opens on June 17. Activities 
will include carnival games 
with prizes, virtual horse 
racing, paper quilts, coloring 
and more.  

Other Upcoming 2022 
Family Days: 
July 2: Celebrate Commu-
nity Day- Salute to Service 

Join with Pleasanton 
Military Families and honor 
those who have served in the 
military and those who are 
currently serving 
August 6: Old Time Toys 
and Games 

Enjoy an afternoon play-
ing with all types of toys and 
games including old time 
wooden toys, optical illu-
sion toys, carnival games, 
and retro toys. Participants 

will also be able to make 
some toys of their own to 
take home. 
 September 3: Life in Early 
Pleasanton 

Take a step back and 
learn about life in Pleasan-
ton without modern conve-
niences. Participants will 
enjoy making adobe bricks, 
dipping candles, stamp-
ing leather and pressing 
tortillas.  

Valley Dance Theatre to Present Ballet Excerpts 

Museum on Main to Offer "Family Day" Events

The Livermore-Amador 
Symphony will hold its fi-
nal concert of the season, 
“Building a New World,” 
on Saturday, June 4, at the 
Bankhead Theater in Liver-
more. 

Conducted by music di-
rector Lara Webber, the 
concert will include “Listen-

ing to the Land” by Frederic 
Zhou, “New World Sym-
phony” by Antonin Dvorak, 
and Sergei Prokofiev’s Piano 
Concerto No. 3 with soloist 
Frederic Chiu, a full-time 
professor of piano at Carn-
egie Mellon University and 
adjunct professor at the Hartt 
School of Music. 

The colorful Piano Con-
certo No. 3 is the most-often 
performed of Prokofiev’s 
five piano concertos.  The 
concert begins at 8 p.m., fol-
lowing a prelude talk at 7:00.  

Visit livermorearts.org or 
the Bankhead Theater ticket 
office at 2400 First St., or call 
925-373-6800 for tickets. 

Symphony Closing Season With  Vibrant Voices  

Pleasanton Unified School District (PUSD) has voted to 
purchase two buildings totaling 113,000 square feet in 
Hacienda Business Park for $23.5 million. The district 
plans to relocate its staff and offices to the new location. 
(Photo courtesy of PUSD)

PURCHASE
(Continued from first page)

Of the space in the two 
new buildings, approxi-
mately 37,600 is already 
occupied, and revenues from 
those leases initially cover 
the annual COP payments.  

Once this purchase is 
complete, the district plans 
to move forward to place 
seven acres of the current 
office space and Village 
High School property on the 
market for sale.  The process 
involves statutory notifica-
tions and the convening of 
a citizen advisory commit-
tee to advise the governing 
board on the disposition of 
surplus property, among 

other steps. Funds from the 
sale can be used to pay off all 
or part of the COP loan. Re-
maining funds will be used 
for capital improvements, 
as state law limits how that 
money can be spent.  

According to officials, the 
search for new office space 
was initiated because the 
current space occupied by 
the district offices and Vil-
lage High School is dilapi-
dated and no longer fits their 
needs. The buildings were 
constructed in the 1950s and, 
according to a staff report, 
“have seen little upgrade 
and modernization since the 

late 1980s. The facilities are 
not well-suited for a small 
high school or modern-day 
office facilities that promote 
collaboration, teamwork and 
integration of work.” 

During a previous meet-
ing, Sheikholeslami noted 
there were major Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) issues, including a 
lack of ramps and accessible 
bathrooms. All the build-
ings need fire and safety 
upgrades, and staff have 
observed dry rot in some 
locations. 

During the meeting, Mo-
kashi said she did not sup-
port the plan because she  
felt it had been rushed and 
would have liked to see other 
options considered. She also 
felt the board’s energies 
would be better spent on 
creating school boundaries 
and focusing on what the 
district’s families want.  

“I recognize the impor-
tance of addressing ADA 
issues for both district offices 
and the Village High School, 
and I support promoting a 
conductive, positive work 
and school learning environ-
ment,” she said. “However, 
I feel that the board needs to 
consider additional options 
to determine the best long-
term solutions.” 

For more information on 
this purchase, visit www.
pleasantonusd.net.   

 

 

June 18
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton

The Sun's OUT Fun's OUT Fun Run, benefiting Sunflower
Hill, is open to athletes of all abilities and features a run
or walk around the historic Race Track and through the

Fair with fun stops along the way!

Fun Run

www.sunflowerhill.org/sofo2022

REGISTER!

Opening Saturday
of the Fair!

On May 18, the Dublin 
Chamber of Commerce held 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the WellNest Company’s 
new Dublin warehouse at 
6450 Trinity Court.  

WellNest provides a vari-
ety of services to enable at-
home care for aging adults, 

including WellNest Pods, or 
backyard accessory dwelling 
units (ADU).   

"The Dublin business 
community is thrilled to have 
a company providing much 
needed products and services 
that address the housing cri-
sis and enable seniors to be 

close to family while remain-
ing independent as possible," 
said Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce Board Chair Sue 
Stephenson. 

The ribbon-cutting in-
cluded a tour of the com-
pany’s WellNest Pod Express 
Units. 

Chamber Welcomes WellNest Warehouse Program 

The Livermore Public 
Library’s Summer Read-
ing Program will offer four 
levels of reading games for 
pre-readers, independent 
readers, teens, and adults.  

Registered readers can 
either log their minutes on-
line at livermore.beanstack.
org or keep track on a paper 
game board, with prizes 

awarded at each level.  
The free program will 

run from Wednesday, June 
1, through Wednesday, Aug. 
17. This year’s theme is 
“Read Beyond the Beaten 
Path.” 

The library will also 
sponsor several activities 
to complement the reading 
program, including story 

time events for children, 
a painting workshop for 
adults, science day, wildlife 
show, introduction to opera, 
“Taste of Africa” family 
festival, and a Harry Potter 
birthday party for all ages.  

To register, and for a 
complete list of events and 
times, go to www.Livermo-
reLibrary.net. 

Summer Reading Program for Kids, Teens, and Adults 

 
The Springtown branch of the Livermore Public Library will hold an open house 

from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 4, with games, crafts, and refreshments. 
Guests will also have an opportunity to apply for a library card, meet Springtown 

librarian Caitlyn Lung and her staff, and tour the branch library at 998 Bluebell Dr. No 
registration is required, and the open house is open to all ages. 

For more information, visit livermorelibrary.net or call 925-373-5576. 

Springtown Library to Hold Open House 
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C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

Janet (Jan) Anderson At-
taway passed away in her 
Red Bluff home surrounded 
by family after a seven-month 
battle with her third round 
of cancer on May 5, 2022. 
She was 79 years young. Jan 
was born in Oakland on Jan. 
4, 1943, to the late Fred and 
Bernice Anderson (Precision 
Frame & Axle owner from 
Sweden and homemaker from 
Oakland, respectively).

The Anderson family 
moved to San Jose when Jan 
was 7 years old where she 
lived throughout her middle 
and high school years. Jan 
then headed to San Francisco 
State University, but soon 
realized she didn’t like the 
big city and transferred to San 
Jose State University where 
she met her first husband, Eric 
Lyons. Jan and Eric married in 
1965 and moved to Livermore 
in 1967 where they raised 
their two sons and spent their 

entire careers as teachers. Jan 

taught first and second grade 
at Arroyo Mocho and retired 
as a kindergarten teacher from 
Portola Elementary.

Jan’s sons remember 
amazing summer vacations, 
because both of their parents 
had the summer off. They 
also remember their house 
being the place where all of 
their friends wanted to be. 
Eric passed away unexpect-

edly in 1995. Jan married John 
Attaway in 1996 and retired 
in 2002. She and John then 
moved to Red Bluff to be in 
a central location for their 
combined children. Jan loved 
the small-town feel of Red 
Bluff and was very involved 
in her church and commu-
nity. She devoted herself to 
the Presbyterian Church and 
became a deacon and member 
of the choir.

Jan is survived by her 
sisters Donna Mapes and 
Lois Anderson; sons Greg 
(Christina) and James (Amy) 
Lyons; stepson Evan Attaway 
and stepdaughter Sally Neat-
hamer; grandchildren Josh 
and Jordan, Xavier and Nyah, 
Ashley and Erica, and Cerina 
and Philip; and her beloved 
dog Sophie. A celebration of 
life will be held at the Presby-
terian Church of Red Bluff on 
Saturday, June 18 at 11 a.m. A 
reception will follow. 

John Dennis Mapes of Livermore, California passed 
away unexpectedly on May 17, 2022 at 81 years old. He 
was a husband, father, grandfather, uncle, friend and 
Granada Little League coach.

Dennis was born in Hollywood, California and grew 
up in the Los Angeles area. The son of Ted and Ruth 
Mapes, a Hollywood stunt man and postal worker, he 
graduated from John H. Francis Polytechnical High 
School before attending San Jose State University. In 
1964, one month after graduating with a degree in 
geology, Dennis quickly joined the United States Navy 
as an aviation officer. He served his country for eight 
years — a position that he held with the highest regard.

After service Dennis went on to complete his mas-
ter’s degree in civil engineering from San Jose State 

University while working at the Lawrence Livermore Laboratory. He retired from the 
lab after 30 years of employment.

But it was Coach Mapes that many will remember most. Dennis began coaching 
baseball with his oldest son in 1982 and continued to coach for the next 12 years until 
his younger son aged out at 18 years old.  And although his boys had grown, Dennis 
continued to be involved; he ran youth tryouts and helped with the draft for several 
more years. In addition, he served on the Granada Little League Board of Directors 
and was part of the second class elected to the Granada Little League Hall of Fame.

Dennis loved the outdoors and enjoyed travel. He enjoyed spending time with his 
grandchildren and watching them in their many activities.

Dennis is survived by his wife, Donna, sons John and Jeff, daughter-in-law Joanne, 
daughter-in-law Trina, four grandchildren Tyler, Rachel, Ellie and Abri, and several 
nephews and nieces.  He was preceded in death by his sister Marilyn Ils.

There will be a celebration of life service for Dennis on Friday, June 24 at noon. 
The service will be held at Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East Avenue in Livermore. In 
lieu of flowers, the family has requested for donations to be made in Dennis Mapes’ 
name to Granada Little League PO Box 665, Livermore, California, 94550.

Callaghan Mortuary is honored to be serving the Mapes family.  An online guest-
book is available for condolences at callaghanmortuary.com. 

Janet (Jan) Anderson Attaway
Jan. 4, 1943 — May 5, 2022

Dennis Mapes 
Aug. 13, 1940 — May 17, 2022

move these sites from the 
city’s inventory. 

Similarly, the draft esti-
mated that the SCS project 
would provide 150 afford-
able housing units, but re-
vised that number down to 
100 following the project’s 
formal application, resulting 
in an additional loss of 50 
lower-income units. 

An ABAG technical 
memorandum clarifying 
how accessory dwelling 
units may be used to sat-
isfy RHNA numbers also 
reduced the inventory by 
eight units. 

The city reassigned the 
missing units to planned 
developments at the tran-

sit center’s county surplus 
property and the Hacienda 
Crossings shopping center. 

In addition, the draft in-
cludes new programs that 
will monitor affordable 
housing units at-risk of con-
verting to market rate units, 
keep track of accessory 
dwelling unit applications, 
and provide incentives for 
residential development. 

During the public com-
ment, Daniel Gregg, of the 
Nor Cal Local Carpenters 
Union No. 713, called for 
increased efforts to build 
out the local construction 
workforce. 

“There is not a short-
age of labor, but a shortage 

of opportunity, a shortage 
of willingness to do the 
right thing when it comes to 
construction workers, par-
ticularly when we are talking 
about the construction of 
housing,” he said. 

Staff said legislation in 
support of local workers 
could be considered while 
the HCD reviews the draft. 

The HCD will next re-
view the draft for 90 days, 
followed by a chance for the 
city to revise it in response 
to HCD comments. The city 
council and planning com-
mission plan to adopt the 
new housing element some-
time between November and 
January 2023. 

Joseph & Cardozo, to both 
the Dublin Planning Com-
mission and the city council 
detailing their concerns 
about the Inspiration Drive 
project. 

While the project claims 
to satisfy its environmental 
review requirements with a 
2003 VCC Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) and 
a 2018 Mitigated Nega-
tive Declaration (MND), 
EBRRD argued that the 
MND lacks sufficient cov-
erage. 

“This project has sig-
nificant construction and 
operational impacts which 
the supplemental mitigated 
negative declaration does 
not address,” said Kelilah 
Federman, attorney with 
Adams Broadwell, at the 
meeting. 

The city, she continued, 
should prepare a new EIR 
before approving the proj-
ect. 

Local plumbers, electri-
cians and sheet metal work-
ers also chimed in at the 
meeting, sharing their fears 
of the effects fumes, diesel 
exhaust, silica dust, concrete 
dust, sheetrock dust and 
naturally occurring asbes-
tos will have on themselves 
and surrounding residents 

should an improperly miti-
gated project move forward. 

City staff, however, de-
termined that additional 
environmental reviews were 
not required. 

“The public has ex-
pressed concerns about 
traffic and air quality,” said 
Councilmember Michael 
McCorriston. “I don’t dis-
miss those, but I do think 
there are sufficient mitigants 
there.” 

City Attorney John Bak-
ker explained after council's 
questioning, that following 
approval, opponents are free 
to pursue litigation against 
the city under the California 
Environmental Quality Act 
and attempt to undo the ap-
proval. 

Fulcrum, who would 
bear the litigation costs of 
any defense, said they were 
confident and ready to de-
fend their case. 

Other residents, some 
of whom self-identified as 
senior citizens, welcomed 
the development project 
and recognized the growing 
need for senior living in the 
Tri-Valley. 

“The silver tsunami: it’s 
true; it’s coming; it’s here,” 
said Steve Ring, Fulcrum 
managing principal. 

Dublin’s senior popula-
tion grows at 5.4% annu-
ally, compared to 3.7% for 
California, continued Ring. 
Even with the Inspiration 
Drive project plus the Dub-
lin Senior Living project — 
another eldercare proposal 
coming soon to city council 
for consideration — Dublin 
can still expect to fall short 
of senior living demand by 
200 beds over the next three 
to four years. 

“We don’t have enough 
facilities like this here, and 
this is a good start toward 
a trend I think is very, very 
important,” added McCor-
riston. 

VCC members particu-
larly supported the project 
and recalled a 20-year vision 
to house senior citizens on 
the project’s parcels, which 
VCC will sell as part of the 
project. 

“This is really fulfillment 
of a dream and a commit-
ment to integrating senior 
people into the community, 
rather than leaving them 
along the side,” said VCC 
member Jim Johnson. 

Fulcrum expects con-
struction to span 18 to 24 
months, beginning in 2024, 
with the facilities opening 
in late 2025. 

exploratory discussions 
with Mr. Sandu and Five 
Rivers Aviation regarding 
significant workforce needs 
in the aviation industry,” 
said Foster. “Collectively, 
we’ve identified ways in 
which the college could 
assist in addressing those 
critical needs.” 

 According to Sandu, 
initial plans would include 
offering classes using a 
variety of existing facilities 
in the area.  

“In the meantime,” said 
Sandu. “Five Rivers Avia-
tion will build a new facility 
here at Livermore Airport 
that would be anchored 
by the college’s aviation 
program and surrounded by 
several flight schools and 
aviation maintenance pro-
viders … The facility will be 
located along Airway Bou-
levard that used to be home 
to an MD-80 (McDonnell 
Douglas airline) based at 
Livermore Airport.” 

 There is also the poten-
tial, added Sandu, to include 
flight training through the 
college in partnership with 
a national flight training 
organization. 

 “We are all crossing 
our fingers that the aviation 
program will include that as 
well,” he said. 

 While still in the prelimi-
nary stages, Kristina Wha-
len, Ph.D., vice president 
of academics at the college, 
said the current plan is to 
add the courses for students 
this summer and into the 
fall while looking for local, 
regional and state support 
for the programs.  

“Come the spring and 
summer of 2023, we are 
moving our focus to iden-
tify the best facilities to 
launch the program while 
a permanent home at the 
Livermore Airport is being 
finalized,” she said. “We 
are currently applying for a 
Strong Workforce Program 
Planning grant while con-
tinuing to move our work 
forward. We are also in the 
very early stages of talking 
with ATP (Airport Terminal 
Program) about an aviation 
program.” 

Both programs, Whalen 
explained, would provide 
an important employment 
pipeline for an industry in 
need of qualified profes-

sionals. Las Positas College 
would offer the instruction 
at the same affordable rate as 
the rest of the classes at the 
college; a significant benefit 
considering the high cost of 
aviation programs.  

“The opportunities for 
collaboration are promising 
and truly exciting,” said 
Foster. “It’s our hope that 
these initial efforts will lead 
to the development of new 
courses and programs that 
will provide students with 
the technical skills and cer-
tifications that they need to 
enter careers in the aviation 
industry.” 

For his part, Sandu is 
anticipating new uses for the 
airport that will serve both 
the community and aviation 
enthusiasts.  

"I'm thrilled that we have 
another great opportunity to 
develop Livermore Airport 
in a way that is compatible 
with the community and 
uses raw space that can 
never again be considered 
for Boeing 737s or MD-80s. 
It's a permanent connection 
between the airport and the 
community. It’s very excit-
ing.” 

MAILBOX
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wrote the story taking into 
consideration both sides 
of the issue. It would have 
been a better article if he in-
terviewed residents directly 
affected by the detrimental 
noise pollution of the airport 
expansion. I guarantee you; 
Pete Sandhu, Eric Swalwell 
and Livermore Airport offi-
cials do not live near Liver-
more Airport or its landing 
and departure approaches.  

  
Pros and Cons:  
Affordable Housing 
Rifka Several, Livermore 

I am for affordable hous-
ing. As someone who would 
qualify for this and wants 
our teachers and public 
safety personnel to live here 
in Livermore, of course I am 
a huge supporter! 

However, like a majority 
of my community mem-
bers, I am mindful of the 
good of the entire central 
downtown area now and 
in the future. Therefore, I 
strongly object to moving 
forward with the current 
placement. This placement 
is so very costly to us, with 
huge multi-million pay-
ments for contamination 
clean-up and providing a 
narrow park chiefly for the 
use of the housing complex.  

Let's take a moment, take 
a breath and really look at 
the "pros and cons" of this 
issue. Affordable housing 
= good! A location that im-
pacts our jewel of a down-
town area — not good. Of 
course, this is simplistic, but 
there is no reason to move 
ahead while there is still a 
lawsuit pending. 

I say this with continued 
respect for our leaders and 
our community; please treat 
our one and only downtown 
area with care and think of 
our future. 

Against Swalwell  
Joseph Grcar, Castro Valley  

I was flabbergasted to 
read the endorsement of 
Eric Swalwell. What a pile 
of malarkey. The Inde-
pendent ignores the two 
things for which Swalwell 
is mainly known. He toured 
the country for years run-
ning for president, and then 
Swalwell was the first can-
didate to drop out in 2020. 
He also spent years try-
ing to impeach President 
Trump for imagined ties to 
Russia, for which Special 
Council Muller found no 
evidence, and the Senate 
voted to acquit. Virtually 
every line in the endorse-
ment is made up. "Acces-
sible public servant" cannot 
be true, because Swalwell 
is mostly absent from the 
district; he bought a house 
in Washington not here, and 
I never see cars parked at his 
district office in Castro Val-
ley. "Tenaciously fighting 
for stronger local and re-
gional infrastructure;" what 
does that even mean? When 
Swalwell wrote to the BART 
Board arguing for a train to 
Livermore (which nobody 
wants), only a week later 
the Board dropped the proj-
ect. Now, Swalwell wants 
a train over the Altamont 

Pass, which will only add 
riders to the already packed 
BART trains through Dub-
lin. Please stop voting for 
this failed Congressman. 
Choose from among the 
many candidates of many 
parties who may actually do 
something for us.  

  
Re-elect Sheriff Ahern  
Alameda County Supervisor Scott 
Haggerty Ret., Spring Hill, TN  

We must re-elect Sher-
iff Greg Ahern on June 7, 
2022. There has never been 
a more critical time to have 
proven and experienced 
law enforcement leadership 
in this county. I am greatly 
concerned about the fu-
ture of public safety in this 
county without an experi-
enced and proven sheriff. I 
worked with Sheriff Ahern 
for several years to expand 
and improve services to 
the Tri-Valley region. This 
included starting the Tri-
Valley Patrol Station to 
address severe traffic safety 
concerns, reduce emergency 
response times and improve 
quality of life issues in the 
valley. These investments 
have increased traffic safety, 
reduced illegal dumping 
and increased community 
engagement between the 
sheriff’s office and residents. 
Greg has done an outstand-
ing job as our sheriff to make 
sure our sheriff’s office is 
prepared to provide an ex-
ceptional level of service to 
residents. Sheriff Ahern has 
done an extraordinary job in 
responding to and managing 
emergencies in our region, 
including wildfires, natural 
disasters, civil unrest and 
the county’s response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
I have watched Greg invest 
in four major areas to re-
duce crime and advance our 
communities. Sheriff Ahern 
has shown that prevention, 
enforcement, programs and 
service are the keys to re-
ducing crime. He believes 
apprehending dangerous 
criminals while investing 
in our community through 
innovative programs, like 
youth sports, the deputy 
sheriff’s activities league 
and youth and family ser-
vices, are proven strategies 
of modern policing. I hope 
you will join me in support-
ing Greg Ahern for Sheriff. 
He has the experience and 
tested skills to keep Alame-
da County safe. He deserves 
your vote.  

Nop for Mayor 
Al and Suzanne Cofer, Livermore

My wife and I have had 
the immense pleasure of liv-
ing in Livermore and raising 
our large family here for the 
past thirty years. Through 
those years, mayors have 
come and gone; one of our 
favorite former mayors was 
Cathie Brown, who we feel 
moved our city forward in a 
positive direction.  

With the upcoming may-
oral election, we are en-
dorsing Mony Nop. Mony 
has impressed us with his 
ongoing service to our com-
munity, not only as a police 
officer and small business 

owner, but because he’s 
proven he is a person who 
cares about the people by 
organizing events like the 
Turkey Drop every year. 
Mony further shows his 
community spirit by offering 
to donate his mayoral salary 
to charities that help people 
locally.  

Mony’s vision for Liver-
more is impressive; he’s 
ready to tackle tough is-
sues, such as Livermore’s 
unhoused. We believe that 
Mony Nop will bring a 
fresh and welcome vision 
to our city. 

Sinister 
Thomas Soules, Livermore 

Monday night, the city 
council passed a resolution, 
Item 6.3, agreeing to the 
Eden Housing plan and writ-
ing up the sale of the land at 
the Lucky site to Eden hous-
ing. It is clear that the city 
wants to sell the property 
before the November elec-
tion in order to try to prevent 
a new council from explor-
ing any alternative locations 
for the low-income housing.  

 But there is  something 
equally sinister that I do 
not think that the folks who 
spoke in support of the reso-
lution realized. The city is 
also loaning $8.3 M to Eden 
housing, since Eden housing 
does not have the money to 
pay for the land. 

  Why, if the city was go-
ing to sell the land anyway, 
did it not do so a long time 
ago and why did it not sell 
the land to the highest bid-
der for cash, even adding 
the restriction that it could 
only be used for low-income 
housing? This whole thing 
smells like it was a done 
deal from the beginning - a 
secret agreement between 
Eden Housing and the city.  

The citywide public 
opinion meetings were a 
sham and citizen outcries, 
etc. were moot. No other op-
tions were seriously looked 
at, like spending the $8.3M 
or more the city could have 
gotten if it sold to a cash 
buyer, and the city could 
then use the money to buy 
the nearly vacant property 
on Pacific Avenue or prop-
erty north of Railroad, both 
of which would allow more 
affordable living units.  

No, this is an egregious 
inside deal that they hoped 
to pull off. They are trying 
to slip it   by the citizens 
and cloak it under a do-good 
purpose everyone agrees 
with. With this plan, Eden 
would make a lot of money. 
We would pay with high-rise 
buildings, more traffic and 
lack of parking and by hav-
ing lost our last chance to 
keep the character of Liver-
more as a small town. We 
need to elect a new council 
majority this November.  

  
Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
Deborah McQueen, Livermore  

Ripley’s Believe It or 
Not, was a famous newspa-
per, radio and TV show that 
dealt in stories so bizarre 
that readers might not be-
lieve they were true.  People 
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Voters should re-
hire Alameda County 
Office of Education 
(ACOE) Superinten-
dent L.K. Monroe for 
another four-year term. 

Alysse Castro, a 
San Francisco school 
administrator, also is a 
good candidate backed 
by teachers’ associa-
tions and numerous 
Alameda County poli-
ticians. But there does 
not appear to be any 
compelling reason to 
remove Monroe from 
her post. 

F i rs t  e lec ted  in 
2014, Monroe suc-
cessfully steered the 
ACOE through the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
and recently showed 
strong leadership in 
her budget oversight 
role with the Oakland 
Unified School Dis-
trict (OUSD). 

As County Super-
intendent of Schools, 
Monroe has no role 
deciding curriculum 
or policy decisions 
for the Tri-Valley’s 

three school districts 
— Dublin Unified, 
Pleasanton Unified 
and Livermore Joint 
Valley Unified. Those 
matters are left up 
to the trustees vot-
ers elect from their 
neighborhoods. 

The ACOE super-
intendent acts as a 
liaison between the 
California Department 
of Education and 18 
Alameda County pub-
lic school districts. 
The superintendent 
provides oversight for 
each of the districts’ 
district budgets, makes 
sure they are meet-
ing basic educational 
standards, and directly 
operates schools that 
serve Alameda County 
students held at the Ju-
venile Justice Center, 
in foster care and in 
substance abuse treat-
ment programs. 

Last year, in her 
job ensuring districts 
are financially sta-
ble, Monroe warned 
OUSD that the state 

might rescind bailout 
money if the board 
did not get its house 
in order.  

“The need for the 
OUSD to balance the 
budget has been con-
sistently communi-
cated since 2016-17,” 
Monroe wrote in a 
November letter to the 
district. “In this time 
period, the Governing 
Board has been unable 
to ensure solutions are 
in place to adequately 
meet the fiscal needs 
of the District.” 

Monroe continued 
that if the OUSD did 
not implement timely 
solutions to reduce its 
budget by $90 mil-
lion, the county would 
intervene. 

“We remain seri-
ously concerned as 
OUSD’s current bud-
getary approach nearly 
caused the district to 
go bankrupt in 2017,” 
Monroe said. 

With declining en-
rollment the prima-
ry cause, the district 

closed and merged a 
number of schools, 
setting off teachers’ 
union protests and stu-
dent walkouts. 

F o u r t e e n  a n g r y 
teachers associations 
now support her chal-
lenger. 

But  we contend 
Monroe was doing her 
job, just as she was in 
2016 when she asked 
the state to conduct an 
audit of the Tri-Valley 
Learning Corporation 
(TVLC) to look into 
allegations of "fraud, 
misappropriation of 
funds, or other illegal 
fiscal practices." 

The audit  found 
TVLC, which man-
aged two Livermore 
charter schools, was 
$3 million in debt and 
that its management 
had failed to disclose 
numerous conflict-of-
interest relationships, 
diverting and commin-
gling funds with vari-
ous private entities, 
including three cre-
ated by its CEO Bill 

Batchelor. The Liver-
more Valley Joint Uni-
fied School District 
revoked the schools’ 
charters and the cam-
puses shut down. 

Although no teach-
ers organizations are 
listed among her en-
dorsements, Monroe’s 
supporters include 
Tri-Valley Congress-
man Eric Swalwell, 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 
Tony Thurmond, two 
Alameda County su-
pervisors and all five 
current ACOE board 
members. 

Castro, executive 
director  of  Court , 
County and Continu-
ation High Schools in 
the San Francisco Uni-
fied School District, 
meanwhile, said she 
was running for super-
intendent “because the 
jobs of teaching, learn-
ing and education are 
hard and are darn near 
impossible right now.” 

Castro said ACOE 
was strong in bud-

get and accountability 
compliance, but there 
was room for improve-
ment in  obtaining 
grants for such things 
as special education 
programs. 

She touted her ex-
perience in alterna-
tive education to break 
“the school-to-prison 
pipeline” and change 
students’ lives. She 
called herself an expert 
in school finance and 
systems, and notes that 
she was recognized for 
her work as president 
of Alameda Family 
Services, a community 
agency that provides $7 
million of early child-
hood, school-based 
wellness, and family 
support to students or 
schools. 

Her skills and voice 
in education are defi-
nitely important and 
needed in the years to 
come.  

M o n r o e  i s  o u r 
choice to continue as 
superintendent. She 
earned it. 

Monroe for Another Term as ACOE Superintendent 

EDITORIAL

enjoy strange and unusual 
stories, but not when they 
are the byproduct of poor 
city governance. However, 
in another stellar move by 
City officials designed to 
show the public whose boss 
in town, the City approved 
a revised Disposition, De-
velopment and Loan Agree-
ment (DDLA) with Eden 
Housing, whose primary 
function is to permanently 
halt the ability of a demo-
cratically elected council 
and mayor in November 
2022 to modify the pres-
ent DDLA for Eden Hous-
ing's downtown plan. The 
City's decision to accept 
Eden Housing’s revised 
plans on Dec. 7th, 2020, 
formed the thin slice of the 
wedge which created divi-
sion with the public. Subse-
quently, three developments 
emerged resulting in similar 
outcomes, aimed at blocking 
the ability to move Eden 
Housing's buildings across 
the street on Railroad Ave. 
Were these developments 
coincidental or intentional 
- you decide – or – Believe 
It or Not! 

The first example was the 
acquisition of 2080 Railroad 
Ave., on behalf of Presidio 
for a flat surface parking 
lot, ostensibly due to Presi-
dio's inability to finance the 
previously promised under-
ground parking garage. The 
City loaned Presidio $1.9 
million from the taxpayer's 
public fund. The second was 
the timely purchase of 150 
N. L St. by Alan Burnham, 
a publicly self-identified lo-
cal philanthropist who fully 
supports Eden Housing’s 
Plan. The third is the City's 
recent approval to amend 
the DDLA for Eden Hous-
ing's Downtown building 
to accelerate the property's 
ownership transfer before a 
new council and mayor are 
voted in, thereby transfer-
ring the land from the City 
to Eden Housing. Thus, the 
City will no longer own the 
land and won't be putting 
in a downtown public park.  

The land in question is 
presently the subject of 
a lawsuit between Save 
Livermore Downtown and 
the City of Livermore. The 
suit's outcome is far from 
certain, making such a move 
at this time both financially 
dangerous and fickle for the 
City. Placing Eden Hous-
ing’s affordable housing 
project in the last piece of 
open space will permanently 
destroy downtown Liver-
more. Too much cement and 
not enough green space will 
cause Livermore to lose its 
appeal as a tourist attraction. 
Instead, it will continue 
to drive more Livermore 
residents to Pleasanton's 

downtown for superb restau-
rant dining, lively farmer's 
markets, and spacious green 
parks. 

Vote for Alysse Castro 
for Alameda County 
Superintendent   
Cate Sarraille and Jerry Yalon, 
Livermore  

The citizens of Alameda 
County have lost faith in the 
oversight and management 
of Superintendent L Karen 
Monroe for a variety of rea-
sons. Most recently, the dis-
bursement of funds provided 
by the federal government to 
cover the work needed due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
has created questions. It is 
not clear how the stipends 
were assessed and awarded, 
because no one at the county 
office has provided that 
information. Instead, it is 
being dismissed as a “labor 
issue.” The vast majority of 
stipends ($600,000) were 
given to already well-paid 
management insiders in an 
election year. Many recipi-
ents were/are donors to Ms. 
Monroe’s campaign. In an 
attempt to appease the line 
staff — teachers, counselors, 
nurses, psychologists, cus-
todians and clerical work-
ers — they have offered 
$400,000 in stipends.   

The Alameda County 
Office of Education has a 
few main roles; approving 
and monitoring school dis-
trict budgets is among the 
most important. Ms. Mon-
roe has failed to provide 
that oversight to Oakland 
Unified. She has been ap-
proving OUSD’s budget 
since 2014; the administra-
tive budget has grown 550% 
due to financial decisions 
like paying a consultant 
$30,000 a month to oversee 
the Oakland Superinten-
dent’s salary. They employ 
over 170 administrators and 
have been criticized by the 
Alameda Grand Jury and 
FCMAT.   

Another area of concern 
is the use of government 
equipment during the work-
day to send emails to ACOE 
employees and their friends, 
urging support for Monroe’s 
re-election.   

Alysse Castro is exec-
utive director of county 
schools in San Francisco 
who wants to see the Al-
ameda County Office of 
Education greatly expand 
its support and training of-
fered to school districts. She 
served as Alameda County’s 
director of student programs 
in 2014. She also spent time 
working in alternative edu-
cation in San Leandro and 
the city of Alameda before 
joining San Francisco Uni-
fied School District to lead 
its alternative schools. Ms. 

Castro’s goals are to remove 
the obstacles that prevent 
students, even those with 
troubled lives, from being 
successful in school. Ms. 
Castro wants to transform 
public schools by:  

• Fostering community 
schools which provide a 
wide range of services to 
students and their families   

• Raising the quality of 
schools, so no student is 
disadvantaged   

• Addressing the teacher 
shortage by growing our 
own talent  

After careful consider-
ation and research, I have 
decided to vote for Alysse 
Castro for Alameda County 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. I hope you will 
too.   

  
Concerning Eric Swalwell  
Philip La Scola, Livermore  

In the May 12 edition of 
The Independent, an edito-
rial endorsed Eric Swalwell 
to be re-elected to the 15th 
Congressional district. The 
editorial states the reason 
for this endorsement is that 
Swalwell has been an ardent 
supporter of the Tri-Valley 
and beyond.   

I have no reason to ques-
tion all of the support items 
listed by the Independent 
in this endorsement, as our 
representatives are supposed 
to advocate for the constitu-
ency they represent. 

What I find lacking in 
this endorsement is any 
editorial comment on those 
running against Mr. Swal-
well. My sample ballot 
shows six other candidates, 
one or more of which could 
be just as much an advocate 
for the constituency as Mr. 
Swalwell. However, there is 
no mention of any of these 
candidates and their quali-
fications.  

In concluding this edito-
rial, The Independent states 
Mr. Swalwell serves with in-
tegrity, honesty and passion. 
I find that to be laughable.   

I f  The Independent 
makes the statement that Mr. 
Swalwell serves with integ-
rity and honesty, where were 
these traits when he went on 
CNN, MSNBC, FOX and 
the major networks with 
the opinion that there was 
overwhelming evidence 
that Russia helped Trump 
win the 2016 election? He 
gave his opinion during 
these guest appearances, 
but when questioned under 
oath before a Congressional 
committee, he stated he had 
never seen any evidence 
of Russian collusion in the 
2016 election. While it may 
be true, he has never seen 
any evidence of Russian 
collusion, so how does he 
know there was overwhelm-

ing evidence that it existed?  
Before The Independent 

made this endorsement, at 
a minimum, Mr. Swalwell 
should have been asked to 
explain his comments about 
Russian involvement in 
the 2016 election and why 
there has never been any 
documentation that it ever 
existed.  

Yes, Mr. Swalwell serves 
with passion: a passion for 
making false, irresponsible 
statements that he cannot 
support.  

Risks of Livermore  
City Funds 
Carol Silva, Livermore 

I oppose the authoriza-
tion of the execution of an 
Amended and Restated Dis-
position, Development and 
Loan Agreement (DDLA) 
with Eden Housing, Inc. for 
development of the Down-
town Multi-family Housing 
Site. 

Why should the City 
Council quickly transfer 
the property to Eden when 
there still is a lawsuit pend-
ing over the city’s approval 
of this project?  The DDLA 
includes the city paying 
Eden $5million to build 
the narrow park in-between 
Eden’s two massively large 
four-story buildings. Why is 
the city paying for the park 
and $4 million to clean up 
the contamination, when 
many community mem-
bers are supporting “Save 
Livermore Downtown,” the 
grassroots effort and litiga-
tion to relocate Eden Hous-
ing? So again, I ask, why is 
the City Council willing to 
risk $9 million when there 
is a lawsuit pending, which 
can halt the construction of 
Eden Housing at the former 
downtown Lucky site?  

Is Eden Housing Good for 
Livermore? 
Maryann Brent, Livermore 

Last night our City Coun-
cil proposed a premature 
transfer of property to Eden 
Housing to prevent changes 
by any future administra-
tion. Ralph Moir and I con-
sider this to be a reckless, 
disappointing decision. It 
is reckless, because they 
are risking taxpayer money 
helping Eden before the 
Save Livermore Downtown 
(SLD) lawsuit challenge 
against the project has been 
decided.  

Dense urban housing, 
such as the Eden project, is 
incompatible when placed 
next to Stockmen’s Park, the 
science and society center 
and the black box theater. 
Dense housing does not 
honor our heritage. What 
is compatible, what honors 
our heritage and our com-
mitment to open space, is a 

public park.  
Mayor Woerner was 

elected on the expectation 
that he would explore a dif-
ferent location for the Eden 
Project. However, after the 
election, he never followed 
through. We and many in 
the Livermore community 
feel betrayed. 

Although Mr. Woerner 
will not run for re-elec-
tion, his predecessor, John 
Marchand, set the stage 
for a housing development 
frenzy where every housing 
project was permitted to opt 
out of the low-cost housing 
requirement by paying a fee 
to our city. After two terms 
as mayor, Mr. Marchand is 
running for City Council.  

Do you think the Eden 
project is a good solution 
for Livermore’s future? It 
is up to you. 

   
Our Age  
Owen Brovont, Livermore  

In this age, we are com-
ing to grips with what we 
are and what we are capable 
of becoming — in both 
directions! As part of that 
process, we’re attempting to 
manufacture and substitute 
theoretical creations for 
hardcore, physical realities. 
It is a process that contra-
dicts any claim of material 
certainty for these mental 
creations.  

For example, how does 
psychology trump biology? 
(52 genders, really?)  It’s 
outlandish and antiscientific 
to make such assertions that 
mental images and wishful 
thinking, accompanied by 
clever oral representations, 
can be interpreted as having 
an actuality superior to that 
of the material, naturally 
occurring, physical reality 
that we can see and touch. 
The products of such men-
tal gymnastics are driven 
by surreptitious purposes 
and are offered clothed in 
pseudo-scientific sounding 
jargon that appeals to the 
ignorant and the contempo-
rary ideologically educated 
university graduates who 
apparently prefer wishful 
thinking to reality.   

A special technique is 
employed by the inventors 
and purveyors of these ideas 
by using neologistic euphe-
misms to clothe their ideas 
in nice sounding words 
and phrases to disguise the 
actual meaning of the ideas 
they are preaching. Mark 
Twain said, “It's easier to 
fool people than to convince 
them that they have been 
fooled." No doubt that today 
Mark Twain would still feel 
justified in applying that ob-
servation to modern Western 
culture!   

Ayn Rand sagely ob-
serves that, “We are fast 

approaching the stage of 
the ultimate inversion: the 
stage where the govern-
ment is free to do anything 
it pleases, while the citizens 
may act only by permission, 
which is the stage of the 
darkest periods of human 
history, the stage of rule by 
brute force.” She also pro-
vided a warning: “We can 
evade reality, but we cannot 
evade the consequences of 
evading reality.” Another 
way of saying that is “the fu-
ture often reaps the rewards 
of the stupidity of the past!” 
Your past is where you were, 
not where you are! Today 
creates tomorrow. What is 
done today, someone will 
likely have to pay for tomor-
row. History is history; it is 
what happened, not what is 
happening. It is interesting 
and educationally useful.  

Criticizing history is like 
condemning smoke; it drifts 
away because it lacks a last-
ing substance. The value of 
history lies in informing the 
present of both the achieve-
ments and mistakes made 
in the past; condemning 
it on contemporary moral 
grounds is a tool for fools, 
for like smoke, it lacks ma-
terial substance.      

Authoritarianism at Work 
in Livermore 
Johnna Thompson, Livermore 

Democracy, it seems, 
is under attack, not only 
nationally, but by our own 
city leaders who are taking 
extraordinary measures to 
prevent a future council 
from relocating the Eden 
Housing project. Relocating 
the housing project in favor 
of a large downtown park is 
a popular idea among Liver-
more residents, and there 
are candidates running for 
mayor and city council who 
support the idea, so the cur-
rent council is attempting to 
make that move impossible 
for the next council. It's a 
ruthlessly undemocratic 
effort to impose their will, 
regardless of the desires of 
Livermore residents. To me, 
this shows a complete lack 
of integrity, which, sadly, 
is becoming the norm for 
too many politicians. That 
makes it no less deplorable. 

Oppose CA AB2223 
Infanticide Bill  
David Ott, Pleasanton  

Call or write to your 
California Assembly Mem-
ber to voice your opposition 
to AB2223. This immoral 
bill will prevent the civil 
or criminal investigation of 
the murder of a baby up to 
the age of 28 days. I know 
what you are thinking; how 
could this be true in our 
state? All you need to do is 
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to read the bill. A baby that 
is born in the United States 
is due all the protection that 
is granted to all citizens. 
This bill unjustly protects 
parents from negligence in 
the death of their baby and 
denies the rights that should 
be granted to the baby. This 
bill is unjust and immoral. 
Please do the right thing and 
encourage your California 
state leaders to vote NO on 
AB2223.  

Let’s Talk About Housing, 
Part One 
Trish Munro, Livermore  

The City of Livermore 
is currently updating its 
housing element. The City 
Council discussed the draft 
plan on Monday, May 23, 
and during the next month, 
is looking for input. You 
can get more information at 
imaginelivermore2045.org 
and give feedback at GPUp-
date@LivermoreCA.gov. 

 This is part one of what 
the housing element is, 
where it comes from and 
why it matters.  

 Everyone needs a place 
to live. Communities where 
people thrive have a variety 
of safe, well-maintained 
living spaces which meet 
the needs, wants and bud-
gets of diverse residents. 
The housing element is a 
local plan that includes the 
goals, policies and programs 
that direct decision-making 
around housing. 

 But, the goal of meet-
ing housing needs begins 
with the state, not with any 
individual city. The state 
of California responds to 
changing housing needs 
by mandating cities update 
their housing elements ev-
ery eight years. First, the 
state assesses current and 
anticipated housing needs 
across the state. Then, it al-
locates housing numbers to 
regions, with the Bay Area 
being one of those regions. 
Next, each region allocates 
housing to individual cit-
ies. This apportionment is 
called the Regional Hous-
ing Needs Allocation, or 
RHNA number. Finally, us-
ing these numbers, each city 
then develops its individual 
housing element, just as 
Livermore is doing. 

 No city is an island, and 
the distribution process — 
from state to region to city 
— shows how connected we 
all are. The apportionment, 
both at state and regional 
level, takes into account the 
full range of housing types 
and affordability, along with 
transportation and jobs. At 
the regional level, the As-
sociation of Bay Area Gov-
ernments (ABAG) looks 
at housing, transportation, 
jobs, opportunities and eq-
uity to assign RHNA num-
bers. How ABAG allocates 
housing has a great effect 
on the region as a whole. A 
mismatch in jobs and hous-
ing (for example, if one area 
or city has too many jobs 
relative to housing) will lead 
to long commutes and in-
creased traffic. This, in turn, 
leads to more pollution and 
less time in the community 
and at home. Finding the 
right balance regionally is 
hard and never uncontested. 
At the same time, each city 
needs to do its share or all 

of us lose.  
 How did we do? Liver-

more received the expected 
RHNA number and has 
planned accordingly in the 
housing element. More on 
that in part two. 

Elect Mony Nop 
Charol Chargin, Livermore  

The citizens of Liver-
more will have the oppor-
tunity to choose between 
Mr. John Marchand and Mr. 
Mony Nop for Mayor of 
Livermore. Mr. Marchand 
is a former mayor and one 
of the architects of the now 
contentious redevelopment 
plan for downtown Liver-
more.  Mr. Nop came to 
Livermore from Cambodia. 
Everyone I know describes 
Mr. Nop the same way.  
Mony Nop is intelligent, a 
great listener, committed to 
completing the task at hand, 
positive, creative, and a 
person of integrity. In 2005, 
I had the opportunity to visit 
Cambodia.  How Mr. Nop 
even survived Cambodia 
after its destruction by the 
Khmer Rouge is amazing 
to me. Then, he came to 
this country and worked in 
the fields to support him-
self and his family. Next, 
he had a successful career 
as a Livermore policeman, 
helped create two non-prof-
its, and now is a successful 
Livermore businessman. All 
of these accomplishments 
tell me that Mr. Nop is not 
an ordinary person.  Mony 
Nop is an EXCEPTIONAL 
person. The people of Liver-
more have the opportunity 
to work with a mayor who 
knows how to work with 
people to accomplish the 
desired goals.  The finaliza-
tion of the plans for the re-
development of downtown 
Livermore on its own will 
be a huge task, let alone 
deal with the other problems 
that will undoubtedly occur. 
So, vote for Mony Nop who 
is a fresh and extremely 
talented individual and will 
help us all work together 
to accomplish our goals of 
creating a vibrant downtown 
Livermore. 

  
They Paved Paradise, Put 
Up a Parking Lot 
Susan Putnam, Livermore  

Our Downtown deserves 
better, not just now, but for 
the future of Livermore. 
Two tall buildings in a short 
perimeter will surround 
our vibrant Downtown and 
open air with increased traf-
fic, building shadows, and 
density of structures. Not 
one Council Member nor 
the mayor has found a path 
to a solution that works for 
the future of Livermore. 
The majority of Livermore 
residents rejected the cur-
rent Downtown plan in the 
planning phase. The Mayor 
and the Council ignored 
the residents' vision and 
viewpoints, creating a plan 
of their own. Our city needs 
a place to attract more visi-
tors to Downtown, to enjoy 
our Bankhead Theater, dine 
in our restaurants, and shop 
in our unique stores. More 
housing is wanted, needed, 
and supported by the people 
of Livermore -- and there are 
other identified locations for 
the proposed Eden housing. 
Why can't the Mayor and 

Council share the residents' 
vision to support both af-
fordable housing and an 
open downtown? The City 
Council unanimously ap-
proved a $1.9 million loan 
to the downtown hotel de-
veloper to acquire a vacant 
lot for parking. It's clear the 
Mayor and City Council 
want to pave our paradise 
and downplay the opportu-
nity of a park with afford-
able housing nearby. Doesn't 
it always seem to go that 
you don't know what you've 
got till it's gone? Don't let it 
happen to our Downtown 
Livermore. 

   
Zone 7 Elections  
Laurene Green, Pleasanton  

I’ve had several people 
ask my opinion on the Zone 
7 director’s election, so 
thought I’d share my two 
cents. The background and 
skills the three incumbents 
bring are varied and robust 
with a diversity of opin-
ions, especially on tough 
issues. We don’t agree on 
all solutions, especially po-
table reuse (I’m opposed). 
However, everyone is very 
engaged and does their 
homework to help craft 
thoughtful, well-studied 
responses to tough issues. 
We have good discussions/
debates, and our decisions 
are usually better for it. All 
three candidates are also 
well qualified. More spe-
cifically, Sarah Palmer has 
a BA in biology & poli-sci, 
a PhD & post-doctoral work 
and teaching experience, all 
which she applies well. She 
does a tremendous amount 
of work for our board and 
this state, as she is on many 
committees, many commu-
nity groups and currently 
serves as Vice President. 
Dennis Gambs is an engi-
neer that worked for Zone 7. 
He brings important legacy 
knowledge and understand-
ing to the board, especially 
regarding flood control — 
an area with which we are 
currently grappling — and 
he also engages with many 
community groups. Olivia 
Sanwong has a degree in 
mathematics & an MBA 
and, as our president last 
year, did a considerable 
amount of outreach, which 
she continues to do, espe-
cially regarding the drought 
and conservation. As all 
three incumbents have a 
science background, and 
they employ an evidence-
based approach for decision-
making. I’m happy to serve 
with these well qualified in-
dividuals and will be voting 
for them. I hope you do too.  

   
Public Largesse for Eden 
Housing Project 
Greg Scott, Livermore 

The Eden Housing Proj-
ect in downtown Livermore 
is such a great idea it needs 
a $7.8 million loan from 
the City of Livermore's 
largesse. This is the same 
city that would like to add to 
the sales tax? Not a big deal 
really, considering that total 
debt in the United States 
is over $133 trillion. Few 
seem to get the relationship 
to housing prices being out-
of-reach or to the expanding 
housing crisis. 

We are in the biggest 
growth in inflation in 40 

years. We did this by insane-
ly increasing the money sup-
ply after the Great Financial 
Crisis of 2007-2009 through 
the Federal Reserve Bank 
Corporation's (the "Fed") 
program of "quantitative 
easing." In a short period 
after this policy's approval 
in 2010, the Fed increased 
the money supply more than 
it did altogether in its previ-
ous 97-year history. This put 
the Fed's “balance” sheet at 
around $3 trillion. 

Then comes the SARS-
CoV-2 pandemic. Starting in 
2020, the Fed propelled its 
“balance” sheet to around $9 
trillion. With supply chain 
difficulties from the pan-
demic, the Russo-Ukraine 
war and the continuing and 
resulting failure of neolib-
eral economic ideology, the 
inflation rate went bezerk. 

The Fed had been on a 
plan of low interest rates, 
which provided “easy mon-
ey” for buying houses. The 
wealthy borrowed money 
to make even more money 
— and buy houses. There 
are two types of inflation: 
consumer price inflation 
and asset inflation. Asset 
inflation has been a multiple 
of consumer price inflation. 
The average price of a Bay 
Area home has gone up 21% 
in the last year. 

Now, the Fed wants to 
rein in inflation through 
monetary policy (i.e., the 
discount rate). Good luck. 
America will not tolerate a 
"Volcker Shock." (Paul Vol-
cker was the Fed chairman 
during the high inflation 
times of the late '70s and 
early '80s). While the Fed 
will bring pain to the poor 
and the working class, it 
does not want to assault as-

set evaluations. It does not 
have a choice.  

So, we can play this game 
of "affordable housing" with 
borrowed public money, but 
soon those tax receipts are 
going to go down drasti-
cally. It was so much fun for 
homeowners to watch their 
net worth go up while oth-
ers could not afford housing 
that the "affordable housing" 
ruse had to be the feigned 
magnanimity. 

Give the $415,000 per 
year executive director of 
Eden Housing a raise! 

Regarding the Proposed 
Urban Boundary 
Expansion into South 
Livermore   
Rich Buckley, Livermore    

(1) The chief executives 
of the new, super big Con-
cannon Winery on Tesla, 
which is outside the city 
limits, found themselves 
having to pay $150,000 per 
month in trucking costs to 
haul tank trucks of sewer 
waste to the city sewer plant 
to process.    

(2) The county has com-
mitted money to put in a 
sewer line, including Buena 
Vista Ave. Testimony was 
given that Livermore tax-
payers will not be taxed 
to pay for the sewer line,  
which is of course is BS. 
There are no free anythings.   

(3) No discussion was 
made as to “mandatory sani-
tary sewer hook-up costs.” 
So, what you will likely 
find is there will be steeply 
enforced hookup charges 
whatever you do. It’s all free 
until it isn’t.    

(4) There will be quali-
fying language put into the 
sewer issue before placed 

on the ballot. The language 
will provide that the mini-
mum size site requires 2.00 
acres to participate in im-
provement expansion of 
additional facilities. So, 
unless you partner with 
adjoining neighboring prop-
erties to create those new 
facilities, you will only find 
yourself paying out for the 
free benefits. So, you can’t 
go splitting your existing 
lot, and you can’t add new 
square footage to the exist-
ing house. Tough luck.    

Instead, you discover the 
city turns into a tyrant in the 
expanded area, because the 
area is now on the radar of 
all environmentalists in the 
entire SF Bay Area region. 
They will want to make 
examples of the first person 
they can any way possible 
with government double 
talk.   

There will not be enough 
financial motivation for you 
to be a player, because the 
city will use the unclear 
wording in the ordinance 
to tell you everything on 
your property is included in 
your computation of square 
footage:   
1. Current home   
2. Current enclosed patio   
3. Current detached garage   
4. Current barn   
5. Current loft in the barn   

You will end up with no 
financial incentive to “im-
prove” your square footage 
under the trends, comments 
and intentions currently 
in vogue and discussed in 
Monday’s City Council 
meeting. You will find the 
city has not been forthcom-
ing for the little guys and 
double speak rules. To heck 
with it. Vote No.  

The Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center, 
which has used a handful 
of operational names dur-
ing its history, announced 
last week that it will now 
be known as Livermore 
Valley Arts. 

Most recently, the non-
profit had used the name 

Livermore Arts.  
In announcing the name 

change, the nonprofit said 
its Marketing and Out-
reach Committee had de-
cided it was important 
to make clear that the 
organization wanted to 
embrace the entire Liver-
more Valley, including the 

rural areas.  
“It became clear that a 

minor name change was the 
right direction,” according 
to the announcement. 

The nonprofit is the um-
brella organization that 
operates the Bankhead The-
ater and the Bothwell Arts 
Center in Livermore. 

Livermore Arts Nonprofit Tweaks Name 

The Pleasanton Library 
and Recreation Department 
will kick off the city’s Sum-
mer Reading Program on 
Saturday, June 4. The free 
program will run through 
Sunday, Aug. 7.  

The theme this year is 
“Read Beyond the Beaten 
Path” and will focus on 
exploring nature, as well as 
learning about traditional 
summer-camp and special-
ty-camps activities.  

"This year's summer 
reading program provides 
endless opportunities for 
creativity, connection, and 
life- long learning," said 
Cherie Buenaflor, library 
programs coordinator. 

"Whether it's learning how 
to draw comics, making 
special camp-related crafts, 
or simply reading a book 
about the great outdoors, 
we're happy to encourage 
reading ‘beyond the beaten 
path’ at the library this sum-
mer." 

While younger children 
are earning rewards and 
virtual badges by tracking 
their reading throughout the 
summer, community mem-
bers of all ages will also be 
encouraged to get in on the 
fun. Teens and adults can 
also log their reading hours 
for a chance at winning 
prizes, and all participants 
will have the opportunity to 

vote on a new library card 
design. 

In addition to reading, the 
program will include craft 
afternoons and pop-up camp 
games at city parks, and 
performances at the Pleasan-
ton Library, Firehouse Arts 
Center Theater, and Amador 
Theater. The library, located 
at 400 Old Bernal Road, will 
host a kickoff at 11 a.m., 
June 4, when Bay Area 
magician Brian Scott will 
present an outdoor “Biblio 
Spectacular.” The first 100 
residents to sign up for the 
program will also receive 
prizes.  

For more information, 
visit pleasantonlibrary.org. 

Library to Kick off Summer Reading Program
By Eli Walsh,  
Bay City News Foundation 
 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
(BART) plans to launch 
a pilot program later this 
year to test the viability of a 
global transit pass compat-
ible with every public transit 
agency in the nine-county 
Bay Area.  

The first phase of the 
pilot program could begin 
as early as August and would 
offer up to 50,000 transit 
passes to students at San 
Francisco State University, 
San Jose State University, 
the University of California 
at Berkeley, and Santa Rosa 
Junior College, as well as 
the residents of at least three 
housing developments run 
by the nonprofit MidPen 
Housing.  

The four schools and 
MidPen Housing were cho-
sen in part because they each 
already offer a transit pass 
that reduces fare costs or 
makes riding free for at least 
one public transit system.  

Transit fares would be 
free for those using the 

global passes during the 
pilot program, according to 
BART Financial Planning 
Director Michael Eiseman. 

"The objective will be 
to demonstrate the degree 
to which a product like this 
can promote greater rider-
ship and meet the needs 
of riders, institutions and 
agencies," Eiseman told the 
BART Board of Directors 
last week. "We'll evaluate 
program performance and 
collect data that could be 
used as the basis of a rev-
enue model for a permanent 
program." 

The two-year pilot pro-
gram is expected to cost 
roughly $6 million, accord-
ing to Eiseman, $4.5 mil-
lion of which would go to 
reimburse transit agencies 
for waived fares for using 
the pass during phase one. 

Phase two of the pilot 
program, planned for early 
next year, would make tran-
sit passes available for the 
employees of up to 10 busi-
nesses across the Bay Area, 
with a focus on businesses 
in areas of the region with 

multiple transit options.  
If the pilot program is 

successful, Eiseman said, 
the new regional transit pass 
could be available when 
the next generation Clip-
per Card system launches, 
tentatively scheduled for the 
second half of 2023. 

However, Eiseman also 
cautioned that the pilot and 
any regionwide program 
could be delayed if Gov. 
Gavin Newsom's current 
proposal to make public 
transit free statewide for 
three months is adopted as 
part of the state's 2023 fiscal 
year budget. 

BART Board President 
Rebecca Saltzman said she 
was glad the pilot first phase 
will involve public universi-
ties since students at UC 
Berkeley and other schools 
have previously expressed 
interest in a global transit 
pass.  

"Super excited about 
moving this forward and 
want to see what the pilot 
shows and how we can 
make this permanent and 
expand it," Saltzman said. 

BART Considering Multi-Agency Transit Pass	     



Foothill’s Evan Bilter slides safely into second base 
covered by Heritage shortstop Elijah Wood during the 
May 20 game of the quarterfinals, 2022 North Coast 
Section Championships, Division 1. Foothill won 9-0. [See 
photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] 
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

On Saturday May 21st the Livermore Aquacowboys hosted four-time Olympic Medalist, 
American Record Holder and NCAA Champion Abbey Weitzeil. Abbey grew up swimming 
in Southern California and is a graduate of UC Berkeley. Over 130 athletes from the 
Livermore Aquacowboys were in attendance for the swim clinic. (Photo courtesy of Jamie 
Schellenberg)

Granada's Delaney Aumua slides into third base as Amador's Sophia Youngberg 
tags the runner out, during the May 18 varsity first round of the 2022 North Coast 
Section Championships, Division 1. Granada won 2-0. [See photo gallery at www.
independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

By Nathan Canilao 
 
The Amador Valley Dons’ 

volleyball team was defeated 
in the second round of the 
California Interscholastic 
Federation NorCal playoffs 
by the Woodcreek High Tim-
berwolves on May 19 by a 
score of 3-0. 

The Dons started off the 
match with a loss in the first 
set 25-15. The Timberwolves 
were able to capitalize off of 
their mistakes and attacked 
the Dons early. 

The second set was much 
more competitive with both 
teams going back and forth. 
The Timberwolves scored 
three consecutive points in 
the second set to seal the 
victory.  

The third set looked much 
like the first as the Timber-
wolves went on the attack 
early. They were able to 
close out the Dons with a 
25-16 win. 

The Dons’ season ends 
with a loss in the state play-

offs. They finished the year 
28-8 with a 16-2 record in 
league play.  

Amador secured the top 
spot in the East Bay Athletic 
League regular season. They 
won games against notable 
opponents such as Granada, 
De La Salle and Las Lomas.  

By Nathan Canilao 
 
The end of the track sea-

son is near, but the Tri-Valley 
hosted one more event to 
showcase the best track 
teams in the Bay Area. The 
North Coast Section Meet 
of Champions took place 
on May 20-21 at Dublin 
High School and multiple 
Tri-Valley high schools par-
ticipated.  

Dublin High dominated 
the girls’ unified 100M dash, 
with two Gaels taking the 
top spot. Rachel Johnson-
Okwudiafor and Nyla Wil-
liams took first place with a 
time of 27.36.  

On the boys’ side for 
the Gaels, Anish Kasam 
took first place in the 300M 
hurdles with a time of 39.25. 

The team of Brandon 
Burns, Alexander Franco, 

Takihero Masubuchi and 
Manogya Yara took first 
place in the boys’ 4x400M 
relay with a time of 3:20.82. 

Dublin also took first 
place in the boys’ pole vault. 
Khaliq Muhammed finished 
with a score of 15–07.00. 

The Amador Valley Dons 
also took first place in the 
girls’ long jump. Kiana Lum 
finished with a jump measur-
ing 17–00.75. 

By Nathan Canilao 
 
The Foothill High Fal-

cons baseball team defeated 
Heritage High School 9-0 
in the North Coast Section 
Quarterfinals on May 20. 
The Falcons shutout the Pa-
triots with excellent pitching 
from their bullpen. 

The Falcons scored four 
runs in the first inning to 
start the game, putting them 
up 4-0. 

After scoring two runs 
in the fourth inning, they 
would tack on three more in 
the fifth inning to push their 
lead to nine. 

Their defense also stood 
out, shutting out the Patri-
ots who scored ten runs in 
their previous game against 
Berkeley High School. 

Junior Tyler Gebb started 
the game for the Falcons and 
struck out four batters in 5.2 
innings while allowing just 
three hits. Junior Brendan 
Comerford and senior Will 
Spinola combined to pitch 
two innings and allowed just 
two hits. 

Senior Nick Walsh had 
a big game for the Falcons 
offensively. He went 3-for-4 
with two RBIs and a double. 
Senior Evan Bilter went 
2-for-3 with two RBis. The 
Falcons totaled 14 hits on 

the day as a team. 
Foothill advances in the 

NCS playoffs with the win. 
They will look to host and 
play in a NCS championship 
as they advance through the 
bracket. 
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Volleyball Season Ends with 
Second Round Loss for Amador

Tri-Valley Track Team Shines at Meet of Champions 

Granada Softball Edges Out Amador  
In First Round of North Coast Section

Foothill Advances in NCS Playoffs  

 

1601-B Railroad Ave, Livermore
Hours: Tues-Sat 10am-6pm

Closed Sundays and Mondays
925.583.5454 

mybuddysbikeshop.com

MY BUDDY’S BIKE SHOP 
IN DOWNTOWN LIVERMORE
•HUNDREDS OF 
BIKES IN STOCK

•MOUNTAIN BIKES, 
ROAD BIKES, 

E-BIKES, CRUISER 
BIKES, KIDS BIKES

•  LOTS OF KIDS 
BIKES IN STOCK  
We Service All Brands 

Skilled Service Technicians 

Service Department Open 
No Appointment Necessary.

NOW HIRING
2022 EVENT STAFFING 

(May to August)
Livermore Rodeo and Alameda County 
Fair and Other Tri Valley Area Events

Flexible Schedule. Ideal job for part 
time, full time, returning  college 

students or semi retired.  
 $20 Hourly

Information:  (925) 455-6585 or 
livermoreSEP@icloud.com or apply in person  

at 2282 Fourth St, Livermore, CA 94550

Your local news source is delivered free
to readers in the Tri-Valley.

We are asking readers, who are able, to make a voluntary
contribution of $10 a month, or $100 a year.

You can sign up online at www.independentnews.com/contribute/
or mail a check to 2250 First St., Livermore, CA 94550

Follow us onindependentnews.com | 925.243.8000

By Nathan Canilao 
 
The Granada High School 

softball team defeated the 
Amador Valley Dons 2-1 on 
May 18. The Matadors sur-
vive a first round upset and 
move on in the North Coast 
Section playoffs.  

The Dons struck first, scor-
ing the first run of the game 
in the third inning, taking a 
1-0 lead. 

The Matadors would come 
back in the fourth inning and 

score their only two runs 
of the game. Their bullpen 
would shut out the Dons 
for the rest of the game and 
they would walk away with 
a victory. 

Junior Leanna May was a 
stand out for the Matadors in 
a rare team struggle on the of-
fensive end. She went 1-for-2 
with two RBIs.  

The Matadors pitching 
was outstanding. Junior Sierra 
Black pitched three innings 
and struck out five batters 

and gave up only one run. 
Senior Alex Mello pitched 
four innings and struck out 
four batters.  

The Matadors advance 
in the NCS playoffs and will 
look to cap off their NCS run 
with a championship. 

The Dons season ended 
with a loss in the first round, 
but their late season push was 
able to get them into the NCS 
playoffs. They finish the year 
with a 10-12 record with a 5-8 
record in league play. 

Foothill High School 
seniors Jason Yu and Mi-
chael Zong finished third 
in Business Law and Eth-
ics Team Decision Making 
competition at the DECA 
International Career Devel-
opment Conference (ICDC) 
in Atlanta last month. 

Two juniors in the Foot-
hill DECA program, Tanvi 
Kapse and Maanya Ra-
ghuram, were also Top 10 
finalists in Travel and Tour-
ism Team Decision Making. 

DECA is a nonprofit or-
ganization that helps prepare 

students in high school and 
college for careers in market-
ing, finance, hospitality and 
management. The organiza-
tion’s competitive events are 
designed to simulate real-life 
business scenarios while 
testing students’ knowledge 
and skills development. 

Seven other Foothill 
DECA members advanced 
to semi-finalist rounds in 
individual events: 

Isabel Dong was a semi-
finalist in the written phase 
of Integrated Marketing 
Campaign-Service. 

Varunavee Mohanraj, 
Retail Merchandising Se-
ries, and Shristi Rath, Hotel 
and Lodging Management 
Series, were semifinalists in 
the roleplay competitions. 

Misha Jain, Business 
Services Marketing Series, 
Emma Lin, Business Growth 
Plan, Jasmine Phan, Apparel 
and Accessories Marketing 
Series, and Aly Tran, Busi-
ness Growth Plan, were 
overall semifinalists. 

More than 14,000 DECA 
members competed at the 
ICDC, representing char-

tered organizations from all 
50 states, Canada, Guam, 
Puerto Rico, and Germany.  

Foothill DECA sent 23 
students to Atlanta after re-
cording 51 Top 10 finishes at 
the California DECA Career 
Development Conference in 
March. 

Foothill Students Notch Top 10 Finishes at International Conference 

Kyra S. Clark, from 
Livermore, and Daniel 
Yang, from Pleasanton, re-
cently received Bachelor 
of Science degrees from 
Harvey Mudd College in 
Clairmont, California. 

Clark, who attended 
Livermore High School, 
majored in computer sci-
ence, with a second major 
in media studies. She gradu-
ated with high distinction 
with departmental honors in 
humanities. 

Yang, who attended 
Amador Valley High School, 
majored in computer science 
and mathematics. He also 
graduated with high dis-
tinction and departmental 
honors in engineering. 

Harvey Mudd College, 
part of the Clairmont Col-

leges consortium, focuses 
on teaching science, tech-

nology, engineering, and 
mathematics. 

Tri-Valley Students Earn Bachelor of Science Degrees 
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LEGAL NOTICES

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 22CV010036

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF 

ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 

Petitioner:
Lisa Ann Carter
903 Kolln Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566
(925)998-9135
lisa_ann_carter@hotmail.com
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows:
Present Name:
Lisa Ann Carter
Proposed Name: 
Lisa Ann Holmquist
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. 
If no written objection is timely 
filed, the court may grant the 
petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 6/10/2022 
Time: 11:00 AM
Dept: 17
The address of the court is: 
Alameda County 
Administration Building 
1221 Oak Street
Oakland, CA 94612
A copy of this Order To Show 
Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for 
four successive weeks prior 
to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following 
newspaper of general 
circulation printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper 
2250 First Street, 
Livermore, CA 94550 
Dated: 4/18/2022 /s/: 
Electronically Filed - Xian-xii 
Bowie, Deputy Clerk - Judge 
Hon. Frank Roesch.
The Independent, Legal No. 5144.
Published April 28, May 5, 12, 
19, 26, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588368
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Nourish Healthy 
Habits, 5806 W. Las Positas 
Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94588, is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Karuna Khera, 
5806 W. Las Positas Blvd, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 12/9/2021. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Karuna 
Khera, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on April 19, 2022. 
Expires April 18, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5150 
Published May 5, 12, 19, 26, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588078
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Aloha Nail, 869 
E. Stanley Blvd, Livermore, 
CA 94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Lan 
Xuan Nguyen, 534 Downsglen 
Blvd, San Jose, CA 95133. This 
business is conducted by an In-
dividual. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the fic-
titious business name(s) listed 
above: 4/4/22. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Lan Xuan Nguy-
en, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on April 7, 2022. 
Expires April 6, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5151Pub-
lished May 5, 12, 19, 26, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588408
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Oaktown Flour 
Shop, 6662 Liggett Drive, 
Oakland, CA 94611, is hereby 
registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Christine Ong, 
6662 Liggett Drive, Oakland, 
CA 94611. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Christine Ong, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on April 20, 2022. 
Expires April 19, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5152 
Published May 5, 12, 19, 26, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588598
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Wiztech Com-
puter & IT, 5147 Sunburst 
Lane, Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the fol-

lowing owner(s): Cody Joseph 
Shubin, 5147 Sunburst Lane, 
Livermore, CA 94551. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Cody Joseph 
Shubin, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on April 27, 
2022. Expires April 26, 2027. 
The Independent, Legal No. 5153 
Published May 5, 12, 19, 26, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588549
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Lusty Creations, 
3856 Dartmouth Way, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): LustyCo, LLC, 3856 
Dartmouth Way, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 4/12/22. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Christine Lusty, 
CEO/Manager. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on April 26, 
2022. Expires April 25, 2027. 
The Independent, Legal No. 5154 
Published May 5, 12, 19, 26, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588665
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Bag C Mini 
(Bay Area Gun Club Mini), 
1463 103rd Ave, Oakland, CA 
94603, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Bay 
Area Gun Club Mini (Bag C.), 
2112 Silver Oak Lane, Cares, 
CA 95307. This business 
is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Channon 
SMith, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on April 29, 
2022. Expires April 28, 2027. 
The Independent, Legal No. 5155 
Published May 5, 12, 19, 26, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588684
The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Paula LeDuc 
Fine Catering & Events; 2. 
LeDuc Events, 1350 Park 
Ave, Emeryville, CA 94608, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Une Fete 
Complete, 1350 Park Ave, 
Emeryville, CA 94608. This 
business is conducted by 
a Corporation. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: 4/1/22. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Tom 
F. Devine, CEO. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on April 29, 
2022. Expires April 28, 2027. 
The Independent, Legal No. 5156 
Published May 5, 12, 19, 26, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588664
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Truck’N on C.G. 
Smith’s Authority, 1463 103rd 
Ave, Oakland, CA 94603, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Truck’N on 
C.G. Smith’s Authority, 2112 
Silver Oak Lane, Cares, CA 
95307. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Channon 
Smith, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on April 29, 
2022. Expires April 28, 2027. 
The Independent, Legal No. 5157 
Published May 5, 12, 19, 26, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 588892

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Traveling Tax 
Lady, 38399 Birch Street, New-
ark, CA 94560, is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
Patricia E. Fretty, 38399 Birch 
Street, Newark, CA 94560. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 1/1/2017. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Patricia E. 
Fretty, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on May 6, 2022. 
Expires May 5, 2027. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5158 Pub-
lished May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588435
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Third Culture Bak-
ery, 2701 8th Street, Unit 101, 
Berkeley, CA 94710, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Third Culture Food 
Group, 2701 8th Street, Unit 
101, Berkeley, CA 94710. This 
business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 4/30/2017. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Ray-
mundus Butarbutar, CEO, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on April 21, 2022. 
Expires April 20, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5159 Pub-
lished May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588717
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Nomada, 
Coaching & Consulting, 1015 
Park Hills Road, Berkeley, CA 
94708, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Jodi 
Pincus, 1015 Park Hills Rd, 
Berkeley, CA 94708. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the fic-
titious business name(s) listed 
above: 5/2/2022. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Jodi Pincus, Sole 
Proprietor, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on May 2, 
2022. Expires May 1, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5160 Pub-
lished May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 2022.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 22CV010768

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF 

ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 

Petitioner:
Brian K. Ross, Esq.
Law Offices of Brian K. Ross
11850 Dublin Blvd. 
Dublin, CA 94568
925-803-9450
br575653@gmail.com
Attorney for Jerry Peter Walker
(AKA Gerard Peter Garand)
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows:
Present Name:
Gerard Peter Garand
Proposed Name: 
Jerry Peter Walker
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. 
If no written objection is timely 
filed, the court may grant the 
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 6/24/2022 
Time: 11:00 AM
Dept: 17
The address of the court is: 
Alameda County 
Administration Building 
1221 Oak Street
Oakland, CA 94612
A copy of this Order To Show 
Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for 
four successive weeks prior 
to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following 
newspaper of general 
circulation printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper 
2250 First Street, 
Livermore, CA 94550 
Dated: 5/3/2022 /s/: 
Electronically Filed - Xian-xii 
Bowie, Deputy Clerk - Judge 
Hon. Frank Roesch.
The Independent, Legal No. 5161.
Published May 19, 26, June 2, 9, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588817
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Eli’s Room, 4147 
Freeda CT., Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Carey 
Hylton, 4147 Freeda CT., 
Livermore, CA 94550. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Carey Hylton, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on May 4, 2022. 
Expires May 3, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5162.
Published May 19,26, June 2, 9, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 589001
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Bangles 
and Bovines, 751 Polaris 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Theresa 
Kummerer, 751 Polaris Way 
, Livermore, CA 94550. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 4/30/2022. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Theresa 
Kummerer, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on May 12, 
2022. Expires May 11, 2027. 
The Independent, Legal No. 5163.
Published May 19,26, June 2, 9, 2022.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 22CV011323

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF 

ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 

Petitioner:
Cheri Diana Zoellner
3421 Cornerstone Court, Apt 116
Pleasanton, CA 94566
(925)775-5043
nolafans@att.net
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows:
Present Name:
Cheri Diana Zoellner
Proposed Name: 
Cheri Diana Snyder
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. 
If no written objection is timely 
filed, the court may grant the 

petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: 7/15/2022 
Time: 11:00 AM
Dept: 17
The address of the court is: 
Alameda County 
Administration Building 
1221 Oak Street
Oakland, CA 94612
A copy of this Order To Show 
Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for 
four successive weeks prior 
to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following 
newspaper of general 
circulation printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper 
2250 First Street, 
Livermore, CA 94550 
Dated: 5/16/2022 /s/: 
Electronically Filed - Xian-xii 
Bowie, Deputy Clerk - Judge 
Hon. Frank Roesch.
The Independent, Legal No. 5164.
Published May 26, June 2, 9, 16, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 589153
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bob’s Discount 
Liquors #7, 32154 Alvarado 
Blvd, Union City, CA 94587, is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Jay Umiya INC, 
32154 Alvarado Blvd, Union 
City, CA 94587. This business 
is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 5/17/2022. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Nehal 
Patel, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on May 17, 
2022. Expires May 16, 2027. 
The Independent, Legal No. 5165.
Published May 26, June 2, 9, 16, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 589113
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Green Valley 
Landscape, 3991 First Street, 
Suite B, Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Green Valley 
Group, 3991 First Street, Suite 
B, Livermore, CA 94551. This 
business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 6/6/1996. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Frank N. 
Smith, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on May 16, 
2022. Expires May 15, 2027. 
The Independent, Legal No. 5166.
Published May 26, June 2, 9, 16, 2022.
.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 589096
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Gilman Brew-
ing Company, 912 Gilman St, 
Berkeley, CA 94710, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Anvil Brewing Com-
pany, 94 Westline Dr, Daly 

City, CA 94015. This business 
is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 3/21/2016. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Sean 
Wells, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on May 16, 2022. 
Expires May 15, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5167.
Published May 26, June 2, 9, 16, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 589025
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Croffles & Co., 
2086 Newpark Mall, Suite 2035 
Newark, CA 94560, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Ipatissier, LLC, 
3984 Washington Blvd #321, 
Fremont, CA 94538. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Yong 
Kim, Manager. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on May 12, 2022. 
Expires May 12, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5168.
Published May 26, June 2, 9, 16, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 588996
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Ann Richardson, 
1147 Mataro Court, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566, is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
Her Smooth Voice, LLC, 1147 
Mataro Court, Pleasanton, CA 
94566. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Ann Richardson, 
President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on May 11, 2022. 
Expires May 10, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5169.
Published May 26, June 2, 9, 16, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 589092
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Barn It Up With 
BG, 4696 Amy Court, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Bettygene Egan, 
4696 Amy Court, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business 
is conducted by a Married 
Couple. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Bettygene 
Egan, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on May 16, 2022. 
Expires May 15, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5170.

Published May 26, June 2, 9, 16, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 589170
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Appliance Solu-
tion, 3926 Stoneridge Drive, 
Apt# 6, Pleasanton, CA 94588, 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Ramon Ruiz, 
3926 Stoneridge Drive, Apt# 
6, Pleasanton, CA 94588. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Ramon Ruiz, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on May 17, 2022. 
Expires May 16, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5171.
Published May 26, June 2, 9, 16, 2022.

C L A S S I F I E D S

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue 

Our current weekly adop-
tion events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmer’s Market in 
Pleasanton. The location is 
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St. 
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to 
see adoptable animals, 
volunteer opportuni-
ties, and how to donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION 
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FiV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats 
& ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
Operations Managers

57Blocks Technology Inc. in 
San Ramon, CA. 
Manage and improve 57Block’s 
business operation and perfor-
mance. 3 yrs. exp. required. 

Res to:
3001 Bishop Dr
San Ramon, CA 94583

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE 
CLASSIFIED ADS

go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds

or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD 
SALES

FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it

Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call 

(408)897-3156

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCE-
MENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California 
law requires that contractors tak-
ing jobs that total $500 or more 
(labor and/or materials) be li-
censed by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all 
advertising. Check your contrac-
tor’s status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or (800)321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking jobs 
less than $500 must state in 
their advertisements that they 
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO / 
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS 
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment that 
contain any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination based on 
protected classes, including 
race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national 
origin. IVPC does not know-
ingly accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law.

The BikeMobile, 
a free bicycle repair 
service sponsored by 
the Alameda County 
Transportation Com-
mission, will make 
stops at all three 
Livermore Public Li-
brary branches during 
June. 

Mechanics will 
be on hand to fix flat 
tires, adjust brakes 
and gears, or replace 
broken or worn-out 
par ts ,  including 
chains, seats, and 
tires. The BikeMo-
bile will be at the 
Springtown Library, 

998 Bluebell Dr., 
from 10 a.m. to noon 
on Tuesday, June 
21; at the Rincon 
Library, 725 Rincon 
Ave., from 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Friday, 
June 24; and at the 
Civic Center Li-
brary, 1188 S. Liver-

more Ave., from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 25.  

The service, part 
of the county’s Safe 
Routes to Schools 
Program, is open to 
all ages. No pre-reg-
istration is required, 
however, the Bike-

Mobile is only able 
to guarantee to fix 
bikes for the first 20 
people who sign up 
the day of the event.  

The BikeMobile 
will also conduct 
two 30-minute on-
l ine information 
sessions via Zoom 

in June.  The first 
session, at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday, June 
16, will explain why 
bicycles are good 
for their riders and 
the environment 
and will explore 
such innovations as 
chicken stunt bikes, 

banana bikes, and 
couch bikes. To join 
the session, visit bit.
ly/379Yism. The 
second online ses-
sion, at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 23, 
will offer a tutorial 
on how to fix flat 
tires. To join the 

session, visit bit.
ly/3vbnRSa.   

During each of 
the online sessions, 
the BikeMobile will 
give away a free 
bike accessory kit, 
including a u-lock, 
light set, pump, and 
patch kit. 

Livermore Libraries to Host Bike Repair Sessions Hosted by Transportation Commission
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NOW OPEN FOR WINE TASTING AND 
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS.

FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND 
MONDAYS 12-4:30 SPRING HOURS.

LIVE MUSIC MOST WEEKENDS.
FOOD FOR PURCHASE EVERY WEEKEND.

Make your online reservation at

RetzlaffVineyards.com

23585 CONNECTICUT ST # 15, HAYWARD 
510.471.5601  www.jerrysfireplaces.comLocally owned by Livermore resident, 

happily servicing the Tri-Valley since 1982

*Gas, Wood and Pellet

TIRED OF 
NO BURN DAYS?

TIRED OF 
NO BURN DAYS?

TIRED OF 
NO BURN DAYS?

TIRED OF 
NO BURN DAYS?

WE SELL AND INSTALL 
FIREPLACE INSERTS*, AND FIREPLACES.

SAVE UP TO $400.00 ON SELECT UNITS. 

WE SELL AND INSTALL 
FIREPLACE INSERTS*, AND FIREPLACES.

SAVE UP TO $400.00 ON SELECT UNITS. 

WE SELL AND INSTALL 
FIREPLACE INSERTS*, AND FIREPLACES.

SAVE UP TO $400.00 ON SELECT UNITS. 

S I N C E  1 9 6 8

LIVES & VOTES IN THE DISTRICT
Hayward and Alameda County
Courage and conviction to run for 
public office based on Free Will
Local business owner and community 
leader 
Former Democrat
Banned from party after exposing SF 
election fraud and corruption 
2015 - Registered Republican 
Apr. 2022 - Endorsed by San Mateo GOP 
Voted in 2020 presidential election
Small business owner, built everything 
he has through hard work, value, and 
providing quality services
Grassroots, public forum, one-on-one, 
door-to-door, face-to-face campaign

• Rescue the economy with a Tax Holiday
•  Keep politics out of schools. Reim-

burse STEM and trade class tuition
•  Use innovative crime capture techniques
•  Build first clean water facilities in 60 

years
•  No penalties and interest on back 

taxes owed by individuals
•  Laws should govern the government, 

not the People

WILL WIN - stands up for the People, 
not the party or special interests

LIVES & VOTES OUTSIDE DISTRICT
San Ramon and Contra Costa County

Recruited to run by Alameda GOP clique 

Jetsetting corporate globalist

Flip flopped between parties in the 
past 8 years
Jan. 2022 - Switched party to Republican
Party endorsements under cloud of 
alleged rule violations and mystery
Did not vote in 2020 presidential election

International renewables executive
Former Director, Enron International

Internet campaign

•  Not Pro American - Move US corporation 
manufacturing jobs in Asia to 
Central America and Mexico for 
cheap labor

•  Pro mining of hazardous rare earth 
minerals in the US

• Unrealistic crime solutions
•  Supports teaching CRT with parental 

consent
•  Supports law discriminating against 

boys and men

WILL LOSE - superficial solutions; supports 
special interests and big corporations

TOM WONG STEVE IYER

Paid Political Advertisement

tomwong2022.com    info@tomwong2022.com 
Paid for by Tom Wong for Congress 2022

 Supporters contend afford-
able housing is necessary 
in the city, where Bay Area 
housing prices and rents 
are high. The project is 
supported by several Liver-
more and Bay Area anti-
poverty and environmental 
organizations, including the 
Livermore Housing Author-
ity, East Bay Housing Or-
ganizations, the Tri-Valley 
Anti-Poverty Collaborative 
and Greenbelt Alliance. 

Linda Mandolini, the 
president of Eden Housing, 
said before the council’s 
vote that efforts to prevent 
the project will continue to 
fail in court.  

“Had we not been sued, 
this project would be in 
construction right now and 
we would be welcoming 
130 families to their homes 
next year,” Mandolini said. 
“It is really unfortunate that 
we continue to be basically 
delayed for no legitimate 
reason.” 

SLD, in opposing the 
project, insists it is for build-
ing affordable housing in 
Livermore, but prefers that 
the Eden project be moved 
across Railroad Avenue to 
the north. They contend 
that this site could provide 
up to 230 affordable units. 
They prefer that the cur-
rent Eden site be used for a 
park and contend the plain, 
four-story Eden buildings 
will destroy the downtown’s 
character. SLD has engaged 
an appraiser, and has identi-
fied city low cost housing 
funds and other appropriate 
sources sufficient to acquire 
the parcels north of Railroad 
Avenue.  

Following the council’s 
approval last year, SLD filed 
suit, claiming the two build-
ings are so massive they will 
not comply with the city’s 
Downtown Specific Plan 
(DSP) that created policies 
and standards for downtown 
revitalization developments. 
Opposite the four-story Leg-
acy Apartments on L Street, 
they allege the four-story 
Eden buildings will create 
a canyon-like effect. 

SLD’s attorney argued 
in Alameda Superior Court 
in February that the project 
also did not comply with 
requirements in the DSP 
that ensured, for example, 
no parking occurs between a 
city street and the residential 
building, that the primary 
building entrance fronts 
onto a city street, and that 
windows must be taller than 
they are wide.  

SLD also charged that 
the city’s approval violated 
the California Environmen-
tal Quality Act (CEQA) 
because officials relied on 
a 2009 review, and did not 
conduct a new study to de-
termine whether soil vapor 
— gas from toxic chemicals 
in the ground — posed a 
danger. The site previously 
contained a supermarket, a 
Southern Pacific Railroad 
depot, and businesses that 
included auto body shops 
and a dry cleaners. 

The city argued in re-
sponse that courts normally 
defer to cities to determine 
whether developers have 
met their design standards. 
The city’s attorney stated 
that the Eden project did 
comply with the Specific 
Plan, that the city did not 
have to eliminate existing 
parking along Veterans Way, 
that there was a building en-
trance on Railroad Avenue, 
and that some vertical win-
dows have been joined and 
thus appear to be more wide 
than high.  

In addition, the city said 
that soil tests found no se-
rious contamination that 
could endanger future Eden 
residents. 

Saying the lawsuit was 
without merit, Judge Frank 
Roesch sided with the city 
and Eden. 

SLD recently appealed 
Roesch’s decision to the 
California Court of Appeal.  

SLD noted that Roesch 
had an unusually high rate 
of his decisions being over-
turned, 44% in full or in part. 

During the Tuesday 
council meeting, the City 
Attorney said it could take a 
year or more for the appeal 
to be heard. He said the city 
was working to accelerate 
the case. 

“That said, the city's le-
gal team is confident that 
the Court of Appeals will 
confirm the trial court's 
judgment and reject Save 
Livermore Downtown’s 
appeal.” 

Although the case re-
mains unresolved, Liver-
more’s Housing Manager 
Fran Reisner told the coun-
cil that city staff had gone 
forward with other work to 
keep the project in order, 
including gathering commu-
nity input to design Veterans 
Park and taking steps to 
begin construction this fall 
of the L Street garage. 

The council’s latest vote, 
she said, made some chang-
es to the delayed deal, in-
cluding restarting the clock 
once the Appellate Court 
rules, and transferring the 
property to Eden by the 
end of September, three 
months earlier than initially 
planned. The earlier transfer, 
Reisner said, would enable 
Eden to work on securing 
more funding. 

The amended deals also 
would allow the City Man-
ager to complete documents, 
including an amended envi-
ronmental indemnity agree-
ment that would divide up 
the environmental respon-
sibilities and costs between 
Eden and the city, a future 
contract for the construc-
tion of Veterans Park, and 
a lease for 15 resident park-
ing spaces in the L Street 
garage. 

The deal includes a pro-
vision that, if Eden defaults 
before securing construction 
financing, the city would 
repossess the site but would 
forgive a $500,000 prede-
velopment loan and repay 
other predevelopment loans 
secured to the site. The city 
would then locate another 
developer to assume the 
loan. Officials said they did 
not expect Eden to default. 

  During 90-minutes of 
public comment Monday 
night, 26 people who spoke 
during the virtual meet-
ing supported the council’s 
approval. Thirteen people 
spoke against it. 

In addition, 13 wrote let-
ters in support, and another 
three against. 

Speaking in favor, Gen-
eral Plan Committee mem-
ber Tracy Kronzak decried 
“trumped up issues” and 
misinformation from those 
opposed to Eden. She called 
the council’s decision a 
“vote for the future.” 

“This is a vote for being 
on the right side of history,” 
Kronzak said. “This is a vote 
for creating and executing 
the downtown plan to its 
fullest potential. Let's re-
move one more obstacle to 
the economic growth, the 
health of our city and facili-
tate living up to the ideals 
our residents have repeat-

edly asked us to ensure.” 
Susan Putnam, a 14-year 

Livermore resident, encour-
aged the council to vote 
against the project. Putnam 
said everyone agrees a vi-
brant downtown is critical 
to the city’s future to build 
a long-term foundation for 
business, commerce, tour-
ism and “the vitality of its 
Livermore residents and 
families.” 

“Unfortunately, the cur-
rent plan for housing direct-
ly in the middle of down-
town does not bring the 
promise of future growth,” 
she said. “This has been 
expressed over and over 
again by the majority of 
Livermore residents who 
view a more inclusive plan 
and vision for a downtown 
with open space, gathering 
venues, businesses, plus low 
income housing that could 
be relocated nearby for the 
benefit of these families. “ 

Matthew Wardlaw, a 
34-year-old Livermore resi-
dent, was among several 
union representatives who 
said the project’s approval 
would provide local jobs 
for construction workers, as 
well as housing many could 
not afford. 

“I believe this project 
will be good for the com-
munity,” Wardlaw said. “I 
believe this will be good 
for people like me who are 
union workers that live in 
Livermore. My best friend 
was born here and raised 
here and went to school with 
me and he had to move. So 
did my other best friend. 
A project like this might 
give them the opportunity 
to come back so we can 
have our kids be together 
through school… Let's get 
some housing back for the 
people that were born and 
raised here.” 

Tony Hunter, a down-
town Livermore resident, 
urged the council to reject 
the agreement, saying that 
from the start, the Eden pro-
posal never met the down-
town plan’s requirements. 

“It violates the city's own 
rules on parking, drasti-
cally reducing the size and 
number of public parking 
spaces downtown, all to 
accommodate these devel-
opers,” Hunter said. “This, 
despite the fact that in 2017 
the downtown steering com-
mittee survey listed parking 
as the number one most im-
portant thing for Livermore 
residents downtown. Do not 
extend any new taxpayer 
funds and handouts, loans 
or special accommodations 
to Eden. Please stand up for 
Livermore residents and op-
pose Eden.” 

Alan Burnham, speaking 
in favor of the project, said 
it was time for the city to 
approve the affordable hous-
ing project or risk the state 
stepping in to meet its goals. 

“If this agreement is not 
passed, it's more likely that 
we will get a larger project 
under state law, perhaps 
seven stories with less park-
ing, than a larger park,” 
Burnham said. “What (op-
ponents) are proposing is 
just not going to happen…. 

“I wish those opposing 
the housing of this location 
would have used their con-
siderable financial resources 
earlier to work with the 
city rather than against it 
to enable a better alterna-
tive, instead of publishing 
unworkable notional con-
cepts or simply being an 
obstructionist, but it is too 
late now.” 

City Council members 

took note of the public 
comments, which tallied in 
their favor. Bonnano said 
the strong support and two 
election cycles validated 
the council’s vote. They 
dismissed opponents' com-
ments that said the majority 
of residents opposed the 
project. 

“We all need to keep in 
mind that this is wasting 
your money,” Bonanno said. 
“It's wasting my money and 
it's wasting the money of 
anybody who lives or pays 
taxes in Livermore. We're 
losing valuable staff time 
to distractions and law-
suits that have been deemed 
utterly without merit. So 
what's been accomplished? 
They've delayed the project 
and they've wasted taxpayer 
dollars. And they continue 
to do this while the city and 
the whole country was fight-
ing a global pandemic.” 

Councilman Bob Carling 
said he hoped SLD would 
drop its lawsuit, but he said 
he suspected the group will 
“dig in and keep fighting this 
tooth and nail for reasons 
that are not clear.” He said 
that those who believe they 
are in the majority in oppos-
ing the project are wrong. 

“I do think we've listened 
to the residents,” Carling 
said. “Since 2018, we've 
been voting for this. The 
public is behind us… I 
would hope again that SLD 
would stop wasting our time 
and taxpayers’ money.” 

City Councilwoman 
Trish Munro said the Eden 
project was needed “yes-
terday” in a region where 
people live in homes worth 
a “million-plus.” She said 
she heard “dog whistles 
of racism and classism” in 
the comments of some who 
spoke against the project. 

“Those who say ‘I want 
affordable housing but not 
there,’ do not want to believe 
that they are engaging in this 
behavior,” Munro said. 

Munro said residents 
with secure shelter are ob-
ligated to enable others to 
have security with “real 
homes, not fantasies to 
soothe their troubled con-
science.” 

“By the way,” Munro 
said. “Some of those with 
secure homes have had the 
chutzpah to suggest that the 
city take the land north of 
Railroad by eminent do-
main. To them I say, ‘Can 
we start with your house?’” 

Councilwoman Brittni 
Kiick described herself as a 
renter who cannot afford to 
own a home in Livermore. 
She said the City Attorney 
had to determine if a renter 
could serve on the City 
Council. During the pan-
demic, she said, she used 
COVID-19 funds residents 
received to survive and to 
help her move to a rental on 

a home’s back lot. 
“I just would like to re-

mind my literal neighbors 
who spoke last night, (who) 
live to the right and across 
the street, that it's people 
like me that you don't want 
in our community,” Kiick 
said. “Having you not real-
ize that or have the under-
standing of how those words 
cut is disappointing. I'm not 
mad. I'm just disappointed.” 

King summarized her 
position by saying, "This 
City needs a new City Coun-
cil that actually listens to 
constituents who want both 
affordable housing and an 
inspiring downtown park.” 

EDEN 
(Continued from page 7)


