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$6.6M Set
Aside for
Tunnel Plan

Zone 7 Recommits
To Project While
Other Agencies Wait

By David Jen

REGIONAL — The Zone
7 Water Agency committed
another $6.6 million through
2027 to the Delta Convey-
ance Project (DCP), despite
concerns that other project
partners might still withdraw.
The funds will go toward
planning, permitting and
pre-construction work for the
project, which is expected to
be completed in 2045.

The Zone 7 board voted
unanimously on Oct. 16 to
provide $6.6 million in fund-
ing. Prior to the decision, the
agency, which supplies water
to the Tri-Valley, had already
committed $7.6 million for
the DCP.

Also known as the Delta
Tunnel, the DCP proposes
to build a 36-foot-diameter,
45-mile-long tunnel from the

(See TUNNEL, page 14)

Dublin
Emerald
Taps New
Principal

Lenni Velez Replaces
Former Principal
Francis Rojas

By Ruth Roberts

DUBLIN — Emerald High
School Assistant Principal
Lenni Velez was chosen
as the new principal by
the Dublin Unified School
District (DUSD) board in
a closed session during its
regular meeting on Oct. 22.
Velez was approved by a
3-1 vote.

Trustee Dan Cherrier
was the dissenting vote, and
Trustee Gabi Blackman was
absent.

Cherrier told The Inde-
pendent that his decision to
vote against the appointment
of Velez was solely an issue
of good governance.

“I have absolutely noth-
ing against Lenni (Velez);
I think she will do great in
the job,” said Cherrier. “I
think when you have an
appointment of this magni-
tude you need to go through
a full process and open the
position up ... it’s bad to set a
precedent of not doing good
governance and Dublin has

(See PRINCIPAL, page 14)

Eaisley Hicks of Dublin and other young swimmers cmé to Dublin’s annual Floating

Pumpkin Patch on Saturday, Oct. 26, at The Wave aquatic center. They decorated
pumpkins, won prizes, and went home with a pumpkin of their own. (Photo — Doug

Jorgensen)

The Independent’s Endorsements
For the Nov. 5 General Election

Includes Local and State Races and Measures, U.S. Congress

By Independent Staff

Dublin
Mayor: Tom Evans

City Council, Position 3: Razi Hasni

Pleasanton
Mayor: Karla Brown

City Council, District 2: Valerie Arkin
City Council, District 4: Matthew Gaidos

Livermore

City Council, District 3: Jeff Kaskey
City Council, District 4: Tom Soules

Dublin Unified School District

(See page 4)

Area 1: Ramnath Shanbhogue
Pleasanton Unified School District

(See page 4)
Area 3: Kelly Mokashi
Area 4: Charlie Jones

Livermore Valley Joint Unified School
District (Two at-large seats; see page 4)
Christiaan VandenHeuvel and Tara Boyce

Sunol Glen Unified School District

(See page 4)
Erin Choin

Livermore Area Recreation and Parks
District (Two at-large seats)
James Boswell and Jan Palajac

Vote No

Dublin Measure Il

Dublin Measure JJ

Vote No

Vote Yes

Pleasanton Measure PP

BART Board of Directors, District 5

Maria Heredia

Melissa Hernandez

Chabot-Las Positas Community College
District, Area 4

Recall District Attorney Pamela Price

Vote No

California Proposition 5

Vote Yes

California State Assembly (See page 4)
District 16: Rebecca Bauer-Kahan

District 20: Liz Ortega

California State Senate
District 5: Jerry McNerney

U.S. Congress

10th District: Mark DeSaulnier
14th District: Eric Swalwell

General Election

BART Board Draws Two Candidates

Incumbent and Challenger Differ on Taxes, Ridership, Budgeting

By David Jen

REGIONAL — Former
lab scientist Joseph Grcar
is challenging Bay Area
Rapid Transit (BART) Di-
rector Melissa Hernandez
for the District 5 seat, to
which she was appointed in
May following the abrupt
resignation of Director John
McPartland.

District 5 stretches from
Castro Valley to the county’s
eastern boundary, including
the Tri-Valley. Both candi-
dates view declining BART
revenues as one of the agen-
cy’s top priorities.

Joseph Grecar

Grecar said he decided to
run when he saw no one else
challenging Hernandez.

“I thought it was a good
idea to at least have some
discussion,” said Grcar.
“(Hernandez) was a city
councilmember of Dublin.
And then she gets selected
(as) mayor. Okay, well that’s
quite an accomplishment.
But she was only a mayor
for three and a half years,
and then she up and quits to
run to get appointed to the

(See BART, page 14)

New Winery Plan
Draws Opposition
From Residents

Avaanti Vineyards Told by County Zoning
Board to Redo Proposal for Events Center

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — An Ala-
meda County planning panel
last week directed the archi-
tects of a proposed events
center and golf course in
South Livermore wine coun-
try to return to their drawing
boards after residents voiced
concerns about the projects’
effects on traffic, noise,
groundwater supplies and
the environment.

The three-member East
County Board of Zoning Ad-
justments (ECBZA), holding
its first public hearing on
Avaanti Vineyards’ proposed
development, heard from 17
residents, each of whom said

they opposed the project in
its current form.

“I think you’ve got a little
bit of homework,” ECBZA
member Frank Imhof told
property owner Uday Gur-
ram and architect William
Wood during the Oct. 24
meeting at the Dublin Com-
munity Library.

Avaanti is proposing to
build a winery on a 113-
acre vineyard near the inter-
section of Reuss and Tesla
roads on unincorporated
county land outside the urban
growth boundary. The plan
includes four buildings with
a breezeway totaling 30,234
square feet. The buildings
will include a production

(See WINERY, page 16)

James Peery, lab director at Sandia National Laboratories,
and Livermore Associate Labs Director Andy Mcliroy
open a time capsule dating from 1999. (Photo — Doug
Jorgensen)

Livermore

Sandia Lab Marks 75
Years Of Progress

Lab Advanced Computing, Climate Science,
Nuclear Deterrence Alongside LLNL

By Ruth Roberts

LIVERMORE — Sandia
National Laboratories cel-
ebrated the organization’s
75th anniversary with events
at its New Mexico and Liv-
ermore sites this month.

In Livermore, the mile-
stone was marked on Oct.
22, with a program that
included the opening of
a time capsule, and com-
ments from local officials
including Livermore Mayor
John Marchand and Vice
Mayor Bob Carling. Repre-
sentatives from the county,
state and federal offices,
along with representatives

from the U.S. Department
of Energy, were on hand to
mark the occasion. Grants of
$20,000 each were awarded
to Quest Science Center and
Tri-Valley Haven.

Andy Mcllroy, associate
labs director for Integrated
Security Solutions, and the
manager of the Livermore
site, praised the event and
commended the staff and
individuals who have made
the lab a success.

“Our 75th Anniversary
celebration was a marvel-
ous event born out of a
monumental history,” said
Mcllroy in an email to The
Independent. “The Califor-

(See SANDIA, page 16)

The 50th Annual Foothill Band Review brought numerous marching bands to Pleasanton
on Saturday, Oct. 26, where they marched down Main Street. They later went to Foothill
High School for the field competition. Notable among the particiapnts was the Wells
Middle School band from Dublin (above). (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

School Bands Keep On Marching

Foothill Band Review Celebrates 50 Years of Tradition, Music

By Christina Cavallaro

PLEASANTON — There
was a fall nip in the morn-
ing air and autumn leaves
swirling on the ground as
51 teen marching bands
paraded in succession down
Pleasanton’s Main Street
in full regalia on Saturday,
Oct. 26.

There were velvets, taf-
fetas, and plumes galore,
gigantic sousaphones and
miniscule piccolos. A dog
paraded in a miniature puffy
vest. The scene set against a
patriotic red, white and blue

80-foot-long bandstand
could have come straight
out of a Hallmark classic
movie.

Rob Reyes, president of
the Foothill Band Boost-
ers, provided a behind-the-
scenes look on the eve of
the Foothill Band Review
that this year marked its
50th year.

“There’s this army of
parents that just makes this
happen. And they’re in-
credibly dedicated,” Reyes
said from his home. “My
wife has seven crock pots
in (our) living room. And

then we have a bunch of
yellow bins and a ton of
donated fruit from parents
across the organization.”
And that’s just for the hos-
pitality dinner for alumni,
staff, directors, judges and
volunteers before the actual
event itself even begins.

In 1974, the Foothill
Band Review, one of the
largest band competitions
in Northern California with
dozens of schools compet-
ing in three different events
(parade, field and concert
competitions), almost
didn’t get off the ground.

(See BANDS, page 16)
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PET OF THE WEEK

NACHO CHEESE

This week'’s Pet of the Week is nacho best friend. ..yet.
Nacho Cheese came to Valley Humane in September
and is looking for a loving home. He’s a friendly four-
month-old feline who loves to play and is a chip off the
old block. He came to VHS with his mom, Dorito, and
his siblings: Sweet Spicy Chili and Cool Ranch. Just like
the snack he’s named after; Nacho Cheese could be a
- perfect staple in your home. Visit valleyhumane.org to
learn more or email info@valleyhumane.org to start the
adoption process. (Photo courtesy of Valley Humane)
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U.S. Rep. DeSaulnier Presents Federal Funding for
Livermore Transit, Dublin Public Safety

By Ruth Roberts

U.S. Rep. Mark DeSaulni-
er, who represents California’s
10th District in Congress,
presented federal funds for
projects in the Tri-Valley
during two stops this week in
Livermore and Dublin.

The 10th Congressional
District represents a large
portion of Contra Costa
County and most of Dublin
east of [-680.

The dual event on Oct. 29
began in Livermore with the
congressman handing over
a $3 million check for the
Livermore Amador Valley
Transit Authority (LAVTA)
to add an extra hydrogen
fueling tank to support the
authority’s zero-emission
buses. The funding was

secured by DeSaulnier and
Rep. Eric Swalwell, who
represents the rest of the
Tri-Valley in the 14th Con-
gressional District.
i

Mark DeSaulnier

“This is a major change
for us in this country,” De-
Saulnier said at the Livermore
Transit Center. “We are really

at the forefront here in the
Tri-Valley. We have the na-
tional laboratories working on
all of these issues and being
able to deploy this decades of
research into the community
is really, really exciting.”

The designation is part ofa
$15.2 million federal funding
package from the 2024 Con-
solidated Appropriations Act.
The monies will help support
15 projects in Alameda and
Contra Costa counties. Other
local appropriations include
$3.5 million for the Alameda
County Flood Control and
Water Conservation District,
Zone 7, for the Chain of
Lakes PFAS treatment facili-
ties project on North Canyons
Parkway in Livermore.

“We are filled with grat-
itude to Congressman De-

Saulnier for supporting LAV-
TA’s vision of a sustainable
zero-emissions future,” said
Melissa Hernandez, former
mayor of Dublin and current
LAVTA board chair. “The
Congressman has been a
true leader in regard to sup-
porting transportation. This
legislation provides essential
infrastructure funding to build
robust hydrogen facilities that
fuel our buses and provide
riders with clean, zero-emis-
sion transit throughout the
Tri-Valley.”

Following the Livermore
event, DeSaulnier stopped at
Dublin’s city hall to present
another check for $198,000
to help pay for “situational
awareness” security cam-
eras. Situational awareness
cameras are portable camer-

Sign Thefts

By Ruth Roberts

Police in Pleasanton are
investigating reports of the
theft of campaign signs
throughout the city.

“The Pleasanton Police
Department can confirm
recent reports of stolen po-
litical signs related to the
November election, which
includes both presidential
and local candidates,” said
Teri Yan, community and
public relations coordinator
for the City of Pleasanton.
“It remains unclear whether
specific candidates are being
targeted, as some instances
of theft may go unreported.”

Mar Late Campaign in Pleasanton

At least two residents
told The Independent that
their signs for Brown had
been stolen from their prop-
erty on successive nights.

Mayor Karla Brown,
who is running against
Councilmember Jack Balch
for another term leading the
city, says she has lost dozens
of her re-election yard signs
to theft in the past week.

“It’s definitely targeted,”
said Brown who has given
a video of suspects taking
away the signs to police.
“About 50 of my signs were
taken, and one Harris/Walz
sign. Some were also taken
from in front of Gene’s Fine

Foods ... this is about trying
to influence our election and
that’s our right.”

Balch said to The In-
dependent that he was
“dismayed” to learn of the
incident, adding that the
community deserved better.

“I have no tolerance for
such actions. My campaign
team has worked hard to
place our signs just as my
opponent’s team has done,”
he said. Referring to what he
says are social media posts,
he added: “Additionally,
I am disappointed to hear
that accusations are being
directed at my supporters
and campaign team. Casting

blame without evidence is
not only irresponsible, but
harms our community, our
neighbors and this cam-
paign.

Livermore Police PIO
Azenith Smith said they
were investigating the theft
of a “Harris/Walz” sign
apparently committed by
juveniles. Sign theft and
vandalism is common in
election season and happens
everywhere, she said.

Anyone with information
regarding the theft of cam-
paign signage in Pleasanton
is encouraged to contact the
Pleasanton Police Depart-
ment at 925-931-5100.

3VCF Accepting Applications for Health Impact Grants

The Three Valleys Com-
munity Foundation (3VCF)
is now accepting applica-
tions from nonprofit or-
ganizations for its 2024
Community Health Impact
Grants.

Grants will range from
$5,000 to $20,000 for single
organization projects and up
to $25,000 for collaborative
projects involving two or
more nonprofits designed
to promote positive com-
munity health outcomes,
according to a 3VCF an-
nouncement.

Grants will be award-
ed for Mental Health and
Wellness projects address-
ing the continuing need for
mental health support in
the Tri-Valley area; Health
Equity and Access pro-
grams to “dismantle barriers

to health care access” for
underserved groups; and
Environmental Health and
Sustainability efforts that
address “the intersectional-
ity of environmental health
and personal wellbeing”
through education, outreach,
and workforce development
in the green sector.
Nonprofit organizations
must submit their grant
applications by Tuesday,
Dec. 17, to be announced at
3VCEF’s annual State of Giv-
ing Gathering on Feb. 26.
“This year’s expanded
focus reflects our deep un-
derstanding of just how pro-
foundly these issues impact
the overall health and well-
being of our community,”
said 3VCF President Kelly
Bowers. “We are eager to
support nonprofits that can

bring forward promising
new programs or deliver
evidence-based strategies to
address these urgent needs.”

Bowers added that 3VCF
believes “a healthy commu-
nity starts with a vibrant and
resilient ecosystem, one that
ensures inclusive access to
both mental and physical
healthcare for all.”

“At3VCEF, we are whole-
heartedly committed to be-
ing part of the solution and
uplifting the strength, hope,
and vitality of our region,”
Bowers said.

Grants funds were raised
from local donors and cor-
porate sponsors during
3VCF’s Power of Collabo-
ration Corporate Challenge.

The foundation will hold
an online seminar for non-
profits interested in applying

Rotary Club to Host Veterans Day Luncheon

Rotary Club of Dublin,
in conjunction with the City
of Dublin, is hosting a Vet-
erans Day event open to the
public on Wednesday, Nov.
6, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Shannon Community
Center in Dublin.

The Hometown Heroes
Veterans Day Luncheon
will feature several guest
speakers who will recog-
nize and honor the men and
women of the United States
military, past and present.

LIVERMORE VALLEY
arts

A VERY SPECIAL

“The Veterans Day
luncheon is a wonderful
opportunity for the com-
munity to come together
and reflect on the value
of military service and its
impact on those in our own
community,” said Melis-
sa Hernandez, one of the
event’s organizers. “This
collaboration between the
Rotary Club of Dublin and
the city affords us a few
hours out of our busy days
to recognize the people

EVENING

KARLA BONOFF

WED NOV 20 | 7:30 PM

who fought and served our
country.”

Tickets for the event are
$45 per person and $375
per table of eight. Veter-
ans and active military are
welcome free of charge but
must RSVP at Eventbrite.

For additional informa-
tion and to purchase tickets
visit bit.ly/40kzQOj, or
text 925-321-5319.

The Shannon Commu-
nity Center is located at
11600 Shannon Ave.

Live at The Bankhead!

PROJECT

SUN DEC 8 | 3PM

GET TICKETS NOW! LivermoreAris.org | 925.373.6800

for grants at 10 a.m. on
Monday, Nov. 4. A record-
ing of the event will be
posted to the 3VCF website.

For more information
about the grants, go to 3vcf.
org or email info@3vcf.org.

as that allow users to observe
a location from a safe dis-
tance. The new cameras will

v

be installed near parks and
public schools to increase
community safety.

SHARI'S

PET & HOUSE SITTING
(925)980-5026

i Fp

1823 Paseo Laguna Seco
2 bed 1.5 bath ¥982 sq ft
with backyard.

One covered and one uncovered
parking, just steps from the front door.
Don't miss this great opportunity

$638,000

Linda Diaz Futral

Broker/Realtor

925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com

www.lindafutral.com
License #01257605
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information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold
prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover
losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of
all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to
compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide.
AlLCDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

4.35

Livermore, CA 94550
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Livermore City Manager, Attorney Given Pay Raises; Flat
Business, Employment Growth Reported in Downtown

By Larry Altman

The Livermore City
Council on Monday award-
ed City Manager Marianna
Marysheva a 7.5% raise,
bringing her base salary
to nearly $371,000 a year.

Marysheva’s raise —
5% plus 2.5% for cost of
living, or $27,000 — keeps
her as the highest paid
Tri-Valley city manager.
The website, Transpar-
ent California, lists Dub-
lin City Manager Linda
Smith’s base pay in 2023
as $310,000, and Pleasan-
ton City Manager Gerry
Beaudin’s base salary as
about $300,000 in 2023.

Livermore hired Mary-
sheva in 2022 at a salary of
$305,000.

The council approved
the raise unanimously
without discussion. The
council privately gave
Marysheva a performance
evaluation in October.

In addition to her raise,
Marysheva will receive
$576 in deferred com-
pensation, up from $366.
The figures do not include
medical and other benefits.

The council also ap-
proved a 2.5% raise for
City Attorney Jason Alca-
la, bringing his annual sal-
ary to just over $315,000.
The council also raised its
contribution to his deferred
compensation account
from $515 to $592 every
two weeks. Alcala also
received a performance
evaluation in October.

Transparent California
reports Pleasanton City
Attorney Daniel Sodergren

earned $264,844 in 2023.
Dublin’s city attorney is
not listed.

The pay increases for
both Marysheva and Alcala
begin Nov. 18.

In other action, the
council also formally ad-
opted pay raises for council
members serving on the
panel after the Novem-
ber election. The mayor
will receive $1,564.50 per
month. Council members
will be paid $1,123.50
monthly.

Downtown Report

A report by Livermore
Downtown Inc., which
promotes activities and
business in the downtown
core, said the area saw as
many businesses open as
were closed in 2023-°24.

The downtown lost 16
businesses but gained 16
new ones. Closed busi-
nesses included Buffalo
Wild Wings, Security Eye
Patrol, Murphy’s Paw, Pen-
nyweight Craft Brewing,
PBO0S8, Lynen Interiors,
Beer Baron, Thirsty Agave,
Boba & More, Bay Area
BBQ Islands, Miel de Aga-
ve Azul, Fat Chance Food
Hall, Roya Afghan Cuisine
and First Republic Bank.

The businesses that
opened included The Ko-
rean Place, Teaspoon, The
Little & Brave, Savor Indi-
an Cuisine, Board & Brush,
Liv Beauty, The Fat Pigeon
Bar, Fratello’s Ristorante,
Mornings on First, Verace
Gelato, Cured Fish Bar,
The Vault Hair Studio,
The Black Cat, and Cafe
Calamari Livermore.

Residents Urged to Sign
Up for Emergency Alerts

Alameda County is urg-
ing residents to have an
evacuation plan and to know
their evacuation zone in case
of wildfires during the dry
months of autumn.

The county has partnered
with Genasys to help resi-
dents stay aware of potential
dangers through the San
Diego-based company’s
Genasys Protect software
program.

In addition to sync-
ing with the county’s AC
Alert emergency telephone
communications program,
Genasys Protect provides

real-time weather, traffic
and shelter information
and can model traffic and
fire-spreading scenarios. It
can also provide residents
with evacuation zone infor-
mation.

Landline telephone
numbers are automatically
entered into the AC Alert
system. However, cellular
numbers and mobile devices
need to be registered with
the county to receive emer-
gency alerts.

To register, or for more
information, go to acalert.
org.

Dublin Promotes Baker to
Assistant City Manager

Jeff Baker, who had
served as Dublin’s direc-
tor of community develop-
ment since 2018, has been
promoted to assistant city
manager.

“Jeff has a wealth of
knowledge in planning,
building, and development,
and has worked on many
of the projects that exist in
Dublin today,” said City
Manager Colleen Tribby. “I
look forward to utilizing his
skills as we move forward
on a variety of important
projects throughout Dublin.”

Baker has a bachelor’s
degree in real estate and
land use from California
State University, Sacramen-
to and a master’s degree
in business administration
from San Francisco State
University.

He joined Dublin as an
associate planner in 2004
and was named planning
manager in 2009. He was
appointed assistant director
of community development
three years later and was
named to head the depart-
ment in 2018.

SPARC to Hold Trivia Night
Fundraiser at Local Winery

The Shakespeare &
Performing Arts Regional
Company (SPARC) will
hold a trivia night fund-
raiser at 3 Steves Winery,
5700 Greenville Road,
Livermore, at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 14.

SPARC is a nonprofit
theatrical arts organization
that produces the annual
Shakespeare in the Vine-
yard program and other
community and school
presentations.

The evening will in-
clude several rounds of
trivia, hosted by Pleas-
anton-based Home Brew
Trivia and quiz masters Jeff
and Nancy Lewis, with a
selection of wines from 3
Steves Winery.

Tickets are $25 per per-
son. Participants may form
teams of up to six people.

Ten percent of all wine
sales during trivia night
will be donated to SPARC,
according to event orga-
nizers.

“Partnering with 3
Steves Winery provides
a fantastic opportunity to
support a local vineyard,”
said Felicity Cowlin,
SPARC development di-
rector. “We are proud to
be a part of this initiative
that brings the community
together and highlights
the synergy between local
businesses and cultural
institutions.”

For tickets,
sparctheater.org.

go to

Two businesses — Not-
tingham Cellars and Oc-
table — opened in 2023
and closed in 2024.

The closures cost 126
jobs, but 131 jobs were
created with the business
openings for a net increase
of five jobs.

Open Space Funding

With another unani-
mous vote, the council
approved the Altamont
Landfill Open Space Com-
mittee’s (ALOSC) rec-
ommendation to spend
$56,000 from the city’s
Open Space Account to
enable the Alameda Coun-
ty Resources Conservation
District and the California
Rangeland Trust to con-
duct an outreach program
to educate ranchers about
permanent conservation
easements.

At its meeting last
month, the ALOSC dis-
cussed whether to use its
funding to not only pur-
chase Tri-Valley land for
preservation, but to also
pay property owners to
perform ecosystem ser-
vices — like planting
trees to reduce carbon — to
protect the environment
within their properties.

Jennifer Ackerman, a
Livermore associate plan-
ner, said the money will
be used to conduct two
conservation easement
education workshops in
Livermore and Sunol for
ranchers and rural land-
owners to learn the value of
placing perpetual conser-
vation easements on their
properties.

Why

Of the allocated fund-
ing, $30,000 will establish
a fund to help landowners
cover upfront appraisal
costs associated with as-
sessing the value of the
conservation easement,
which can cost up to
$10,000, Ackerman said.

Livermore Vice Mayor
Bob Carling serves on the
ALOSC. The ALOSC’s
recommendations for land
preservation require ap-
proval from the Livermore
council.

Federal Funding

The council also unan-
imously accepted a pro-
posal from city staff and
its Housing and Human
Services Commission for
how the city plans to uti-
lize federal Department of
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment funding in 2025-
’27. Amy Walker, a Liver-
more management analyst,
identified the priorities
as providing affordable
housing for low-income
families, the homeless,
seniors and the disabled;
offering rental assistance;
emergency shelter and
food for the homeless;
providing mental health
and substance use pro-
grams, and medical and
dental services for those in
need; and providing food,
transportation and other
services.

In fiscal year 2024-°25,
the city received $380,352
in federal Communi-
ty Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds and
$117,839 in HOME Invest-
ment Partnerships Program

(HOME) funds. The city
provided 13 grants to nine
public and nonprofit agen-
cies for food programs for

seniors, rental assistance,
and emergency shelter for
people experiencing home-
lessness.
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Setting the record straight

Mayor
Brown

Jack

Issue & Voting Record Balch

FULL-TIME: Employee and Part owner
of a BUILDER/DEVELOPER firm
www.BalchEnterprise.com

(FPPC disclosures)

ACCEPTS: Builder/Developer
Campaign Donations
(FPPC forms and disclosures)

NO YES

NO YES

APPROVED: Drinking water rates
To improve water quality and reliability.
ALL Pleasanton Drinking Water Meets
or Exceeds Federal & State SAFE
Drinking Water Standards.

PLUS—all drinking water is PFAS FREE.
City of Pleasanton Water

Quality Report (2023)

YES NO

PUSHED: Wasting $10-$14 million
Boondoggle to relocate a Creek

at Wayside Park.

(Pleasanton Council meeting 2/23)

NO YES

STATED: He plans, “revisiting
architectural standards

to encourage development,
and exploring other projects”.
The Independent (10/17/2024)

NO YES

Paid by: Karla Brown for Mayor 2024 FPPC#1466840
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we heed

Tom Soules
on City Council

He has the creativity:
- A lifelong scientist and engineer
- Holder of over 50 patents

He has the integrity
- Dedicated husband and father
- Volunteer English tutor for adults learning English

He has the vision:
- Defender of the Urban Growth Boundary that
protects the surrounding open space giving

Livermore its unique character
« Champion for our natural environment

Tom Soules

will bring his
experience

and skills to
shake up

& city hall!

Vote Tom Soules
for City Council

District 4

Ad paid for by Candidates That Listen FPPC# 1475128.

www.candidatesthatlisten.com
Not authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate.

Funding Details at www.fppc.ca.qov
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For Livermore Valley Schools, Vote for Tara Boyce and Christiaan

VandenHeuvel

For the two at-large seats on the
Livermore Valley Joint Unified
School District board of trustees,
two candidates stand out among
a crowded field for offering what
the district needs: Tara Boyce and
Christiaan VandenHeuvel.

Tara Boyce has a background
in technology and finance; she
runs her own consulting compa-
ny. She’s a strategic thinker who
identifies Livermore district’s
budget, scheduling and student

retention as the primary problems
to solve. She also advocates for
student wellness centers to ad-
dress their physical and mental
health needs, and has volunteered
with the Bay Area Crisis Center
and Tri-Valley Haven.
Christiaan Vandenheuvel is a
pastor, former substitute teacher,
past president of the Livermore
High School PTSA and served on
the Reopening Task Force during
the pandemic. He’s running on a

platform of inclusivity, equitable
learning environments for all
students, transparent decision
making, and promises to embrace
compromise, pragmatism and
resist radicalization.

Of their opponents in the race,
Deena Kaplanis does not enroll
her children in the school district
and did not answer when The
Independent asked her where
her kids were enrolled, which is
disqualifying for us. Jean Paulsen

has not identified any experience
working or volunteering in the
school district. Amanda Pepper
and Maggie Tufts have invested
time and energy in Livermore
schools and show promise. We
encourage them to stay involved
in the district.

The Independent endorses Tara
Boyce and Christiaan Vanden-
Heuvel for the Livermore Valley
Joint Unified School District
board.

For Pleasanton Schools, Mokashi and Jones Are the Best Options

Four strong candidates are run-
ning for two seats on the Pleasan-
ton Unified School District board
of'trustees. Mary Jo Carreon is also
running unopposed for re-election
to her Area 1 seat.

Kelly Mokashi, running for a
second term to represent Area 3,
wants to continue the cost-contain-
ment steps the board has already
begun, such as establishing a

For Dublin Schools, Vote for Ramnath Shanbhogue

The open seat representing
Area 1 on the Dublin Unified
School District Board of Trustees
is up for a vote, and has drawn two
first-time candidates. Gabi Black-
man is also running unopposed for
re-election to her seat in Area 4.

budgetary review committee and
reevaluating contract positions.
She’s demonstrated leadership in
budgetary issues and in finding a
new superintendent for the district.

Charlie Jones, a first-time can-
didate running to represent Area
4, is a Pleasanton native who
currently works as a teacher and
department head at Tennyson
High School in Hayward. He says

Of the two, Ramnath Shan-
bhogue has actively participated
in school board meetings and
promises to address student
safety and fiscal responsibility.
Shanbhogue works in technolo-
gy, and has also coached for the

he would prioritize protecting the
classroom from budget cuts and
would work to bring back more
of the students who didn’t return
after the pandemic shutdown was
lifted. According to Jones, sup-
porting students should include
expanding services for multilingual
students and ensuring counseling
and student mental health services
are protected.

Dublin United Soccer League,
where his daughter plays.
Kristian Reyes points out
that the district needs to take
a collaborative approach in
addressing its budget issues,
and to maintain open commu-

Both Donnalyn Harris and Jen
Flynn have some good ideas, such
as conducting regular financial au-
dits and seeking alternate sources
of funding. Both should continue
to be involved in the schools and
the district.

The Independent endorses Kelly
Mokashi for Area 3 and Charlie
Jones for Area 4 for Pleasanton
school board.

nications year-round. Howev-
er, he hasn’t been as directly
involved in issues before the
school board.

The Independent endorses
Ramnath Shanbhogue for Area
1 for Dublin Schools.

For Sunol Glen Schools, Erin Choin Is the Only Reasonable Choice

For election to Sunol Glen Uni-
fied School District’s sole at-large
Board of Trustees seat , newcomer
Erin Choin faces a challenge from
recalled former board president
Ryan Jergensen.

Choin is a part-time substitute
teacher and classroom aid instruc-
tor with a background in English
and early childhood education. She
says the district’s greatest chal-

lenges include recovering from the
dysfunction of the previous school
board, especially over flying the
Pride flag on campus, and rebuild-
ing trust with the district’s families.

Choin says the current policy
is the right compromise, that is,
allowing the flagpole to fly only
the U.S. and California flags, but
allowing other flags to be flown
or displayed elsewhere on cam-

pus. She also says she’ll work to
make sure the $10 million safety
and security bond is managed in
coming years.

As a former trustee, Ryan Jer-
gensen lost the trust of the public.
He would be a divisive board
member. As a former board chair,
he alienated LGTBQ+ students
and the larger community and was
recalled from his position. He says

he won’t reinstate the district’s flag
ban, but frankly, we don’t think
he’s shown evidence of change. If
he’s truly contrite and wants to win
the public’s trust again, he should
demonstrate this with action, pref-
erably in some other venue — not
on the school board.

The Independent endorses Erin
Choin wholeheartedly for Sunol
Glen school board.

Bauer-Kahan, Ortega Bring Many Benefits to Assembly Districts

In the race for the 16th Dis-
trict in the California Assembly,
incumbent Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
is facing a rematch from her 2020
opponent Joseph Rubay.

Democrat Bauer-Kahan has
ably served the district, authoring
or co-authoring numerous bills,
such as the one authorizing the
988 mental health crisis hotline
as a safer alternative to 911, and
another creating the Assembly’s
Select Committee on Reproductive
Health, which she led. In addition,
she has worked to keep California a

safe harbor for women’s choice ina
post Roe v. Wade environment. She
also fought for and won the passage
of a bill to protect the 3,100-acre
Tesla Park as open space and park-
land in perpetuity.

Republican Joseph Rubay wants
to improve public safety and,
as he put it, “leave politics out
of schools” — which for some
national and state Republicans is
tantamount to suppressing teach-
ing and political expression that
doesn’t comport to a right-wing
Christian view of the nation. He’s

not a good fit for the 16th District.

For the 20th District, incumbent
Democrat Liz Ortega faces a chal-
lenge from newcomer Republican
Sangeetha Shanbhogue.

Ortega has secured millions
of dollars for the district for tran-
sitional and affordable housing,
increasing the minimum wage,
and supporting youth, family and
senior services. She’s authored or
co-authored numerous bills to ben-
efit the community and deserves
re-election.

Republican Shanbhogue is a

For BART, Melissa Hernandez Is the Better Choice

For the BART board of direc-
tors, appointed incumbent (and
former Dublin mayor) Melissa
Hernandez faces a challenge
from Joseph Grear, a technology
executive who is also running for
three other races, including the
Chabot-Las Positas Community
College District board of trustees.

Melissa Hernandez, a staffer in
County Supervisor David Hau-

bert’s office, has political and ad-
ministrative experience; she was
appointed as Dublin Mayor and
to her current seat on the BART
board earlier this year, and has
served, by virtue of her past posts,
on the Alameda County Transpor-
tation Commission and the Valley
Transit Authority board. No doubt
her experience with transportation
issues can serve BART, which

faces numerous challenges, from
finances to safety.

Her opponent Joseph Grear
makes a good point about Hernan-
dez’s staff position in Haubert’s
office, which raises questions
about the independent role that
is needed for her work on BART.
This should be watched. Grcar’s
solutions for BART’s issues —
charging businesses the cost of

Dublin homemaker who is on the
ballot because she came in second
place in the March 5 primary elec-
tion as a write-in candidate with
284 votes. She has some good
ideas, such as focusing on the root
causes of homelessness and mental
health crises, but she’s not unique
in that view, and her inexperience
would handicap her effectiveness
in Sacramento.

The Independent strongly en-
dorses Rebecca Bauer-Kahan for
the 16th District and Liz Ortega
for the 20th in the state Assembly.

their employees’ commutes or
passing a regional tax that ex-
cludes Alameda County — are
unlikely, to say the least. He’s
stated he’s only running to provide
a contested race. We believe that
he is not otherwise qualified for
the seat.

The Independent endorses
Melissa Hernandez for the BART
board of directors.
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Measure Il Poses a
Dual Threat to Our
Community

Aaron Oehrle-Steele, Dublin

I'm writing to express
my frustration with our city
council’s handling of Mea-
sure II and the dismissive,
combative responses from
mayoral candidates Jean
Josey and Sherry Hu. When
residents raised questions,
concerns, and legitimate
objections to this measure,
they were met not with di-
alogue, but with evasive an-
swers and, at times, outright
rudeness. Dublin residents
deserve respect and trans-
parency on issues as conse-
quential as Measure II, not
a council more concerned
with appeasing outside de-
velopers.

Measure II poses a dual
threat to our community:
the loss of protected open
space and a greater financial
burden on Dublin taxpayers.
The council’s claims of fu-
ture tax revenue from com-
mercial development are
exaggerated, and the city’s
own data show that the pro-
jected financial benefits fall
far short of offsetting costs.
With Measure II, Dublin
loses Livermore’s financial
contribution to the Dub-
lin Blvd. extension, which
means we, as taxpayers,
must fill that gap. In reality,
the anticipated tax revenue
from this development will
cover less than half of what
the council has promoted,
leaving Dublin residents to
bear the extra cost.

On top of these concerns,
the “Yes on II” campaign’s
recent mailer labeling local
opponents as “Out of Town
Radicals” adds insult to inju-
ry. This is a blatant misrep-
resentation. The opposition
to Measure Il comes direct-
ly from Dublin residents
who care deeply about pro-
tecting our city’s landscape,
while support stems from
out-of-town developers and
even out-of-state interests
who have no investment in
Dublin’s long-term well-be-
ing. It’s clear who stands to
gain from this measure, and
it’s not the people of Dublin.

This council seems more
committed to promoting
private interests than hon-
oring the voices and con-
cerns of its residents. In
2014, Dublin citizens voted
to preserve our green belt
for generations, but now,
our elected officials appear
ready to sacrifice that vision
in favor of suburban sprawl
and a weak promise of tax
revenue. This isn’t the lead-
ership our community de-
serves.

I urge my fellow Dublin
residents to reject Measure
IT and send a message that
we will not tolerate disre-
spect, dishonesty, and deci-
sions that place private prof-
it above the welfare of our
community. Let’s demand
transparency and account-
ability from our city council
and ensure our open spac-
es and taxpayer dollars are
used wisely.

Vote for Kristie Wang for
Livermore City Council
District 4!

Melanie Young, Livermore

I have known Kristie
Wang for almost 18 years,
since our children were in
LARPD’s Mommy and
Me class at Jane Addams.
Although we hadn’t met in

college, we quickly discov-
ered that we had an added
connection in that we both
attended University of Chi-
cago at the same time. At
University of Chicago, ev-
eryone is required to com-
plete The Core Curriculum,
where you are taught how
to think critically, how to
approach problems from
multiple perspectives, and
how to explore complex
ideas and processes and
discuss them with staff and
peers. The goal of this in-
tensive educational founda-
tion is to cultivate a range
of insights and encourage a
lifetime pursuit of knowl-
edge through reflection and
learning. This common ex-
perience, that Kristie and I
shared, created an instant
bond. Over the years, as
our children grew up, start-
ed kindergarten, middle
school, high school and ul-
timately college, we have
stayed in touch to talk about
education, parenthood, local
issues and even national po-
litical issues.

When she was consid-
ering running for School
Board member, I supported
her completely. I knew that
her educational foundation,
and the work she tackled to
help combat the youth vap-
ing epidemic by advocating
for local policy to help re-
strict the sale of vape prod-
ucts, meant that she had the
awareness, drive and people
skills to be an excellent ad-
vocate for our children. She
has been a wonderful addi-
tion to our local LVJUSD
school board and has done
an excellent job of serving
her community through her
position. I am excited that
she has decided to use her
experience and knowledge
to serve the City of Liver-
more to continue to make a
positive impact on our com-
munity. [ invite you to join
me in supporting and voting
for Kristie Wang for Liver-
more City Council Member.

Our Shared Values
Jeff Kaskey, Livermore

Through my campaign
for City Council, I have
knocked on the majority of
your doors in District 3 (still
time to reach more!). We
have talked about the things
you value that you want
Council to hear. We general-
ly find that my values align
with yours and my Liver-
more experience reflects
those values. You value our
Urban Growth Boundary,
and I have worked to pre-
serve it. You value Liver-
more’s heritage, and I have
been teaching Livermore
history to students for years.
You value a City that works
with its residents and you
value a downtown we can
all enjoy, and I was on the
Downtown Steering Com-
mission to create a program
for gathering citizen input
on the downtown plan. You
value effective transit and
preservation of our local
history, and I worked with
the City to have our histor-
ic Southern Pacific Depot
restored as a major trans-
portation hub for our City.
You want council members
who don’t use personal at-
tacks as part of the process,
and I have managed some-
times fractious non-profits
and corporate teams to work
together and achieve signifi-
cant goals.

We also talk about our ap-

preciation for Livermore’s
hard to define but very real
‘character.” In my 40+ years
here, I get it. I am frequently
in the Rodeo Parade, par-
ticipate with the Livermore
Cultural Arts Council in
Artwalk, helped with Tues-
day Tunes. I manage the
City’s historic Hagemann
Ranch, presenting a piece of
our agricultural and eques-
trian history. I contribute my
time and resources to local
organizations, from the gar-
dens at Fertile Groundworks
to the Livermore Heritage
Guild to Livermore Lions to
Open Heart Kitchen to Val-
ley Humane Society. I am
on the board of Livermore
Valley Arts (the Bankhead
Theater and Bothwell Art
Center).

If you feel my values are
your values, I humbly ask
your vote for Livermore
City Council in District 3.
My website is jeff4Liver-
more.com. Thank you for
voting.

Community of
Characters
Linda Garbarino, Pleasanton

Has Pleasanton become a
“community of characters”
who support their candidate
by breaking the law?

Two nights in a row, May-
or Karla Brown’s campaign
was targeted by a squad of
thieves set on removing
Mayor Brown’s campaign
signs throughout Pleasan-
ton.

These vandals have re-
placed stolen Karla’s signs
on our street today, with a
truck sporting huge photos
of Karla’s opponent. Who
does that?

Video of some of the
thieves stealing signs is with
the Pleasanton police. This
crime is a felony subject up
to a year in prison.

Are these repeated crim-
inal behaviors a less than
subtle message to voters in
Pleasanton about what we
can expect from leadership
change they are clearly sup-
porting?

Time for a Change —
District 4
Thomas Soules, Livermore
My positions on city is-
sues are listed on my web-
site. They include a park
downtown to serve every-
one and help preserve the
character of Livermore, af-
fordable housing at sites in
need of renovation, preser-
vation of the Urban Growth
Boundary, promoting re-
sponsible economic growth,
encouraging  eco-tourism
and creative solutions that
require no new taxes. They
also include making the
city government completely
transparent to its citizens.
Although up until last week
my opponent indicated no
strong positions on city is-
sues, in last week’s Indepen-
dent and her latest mailer,
she voiced some positions
similar to mine; for exam-
ple, I’'m “committed to pre-
serving the character of our
city.” This was first on my
website, but with a specific
action. (TomSoules.com). |
guess this is a compliment.
But the difference between
us is clear. Kristie will not
oppose the City Plan, which
would and is destroying
the small-town character
of Livermore or oppose
the city government from
which she has a long list of

PLEASANTS
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ISSUE

Raised City Council pay 10%

(12/1/22)

Allocated $6.4M for skate park - $1M from reserves

(5/31/22 & 5/15/23)

Increased water rates 30% this year & 12% next year

(11/7/23)

Voted to authorize use of PFAS-contaminated water

wells 5 & 6 (si6129)
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WHO BETTER REPRESENTS PLEASANTON'S VALUES?
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endorsements. If you think
we need a change and a new
direction, vote for Tom. I
will serve you and try to cut
through the tape of bureau-
cracy to get things done.

I want to thank all my
supporters who have made
this campaign possible. As
some of you know, I de-
cided to run for Council in
Livermore, District 4 only
after seeing a central park in
Cary, North Carolina, four
days before the deadline
for running. After deciding
to run and having no idea
whether it was still possible,
people came out to make it
possible. It has been a blast.
Something unlike anything
I had done before. People,
and a lot of them, came out
in support of my campaign.
They became friends. They
were willing to give of
their time and effort with-
out pay to help me canvass
the neighborhoods, set up
meet-and-greet events, put
together a trifold and signs,
etc. I will never forget this
time or these people regard-
less of how the election
turns out.

Pot Calls Kettle Black

Elizabeth M. Judge, Livermore

Former Mayor Bob Wo-
erner surfaced on social
media last week to vilify
citizens who legally do-
nated thousands for past
candidates, as if they had
reaped some personal ben-
efit instead of the hate he
and others bestow on them
to this day. His concern for
the current election fails to
mention that the candidates
he favors are supported
by developers and real es-
tate folks who would have
something to gain for their
donations.

With an obvious burr still
under his saddle, he posted
even more rhetoric to ma-
lign Joan Seppala recalling
that some years ago she
threatened him and former
council member Spedowfs-
ki. (Was she packing heat?)
And then there was this oth-
er time she said this or did
that...

Mr. Woerner needs to
keep the focus of blame for
the downtown mess on the
over-functioning  publish-
er. He was the Chair of the
Downtown Steering Com-
mittee and is responsible for
its unfortunate result. He al-
lowed the citizen process to
be hijacked in the first place.

Very early in the process,
the PlaceWorks’ facilitator
claimed publicly that put-
ting the hotel on the east
side of Livermore Avenue
was a “done deal.” Staff
immediately corrected him,
but someone in authority
had given him that notion;
there is no way he would
have made this up. Accord-

ingly, all three of Place-
Works’ hotel experts pushed
the ridiculous idea that the
hotel had to be seen by tour-
ists coming into town from
580 via Livermore Avenue!

The resulting design for
downtown shocked most
citizens, but one feature
stood out as the only one
that had gained, even ex-
panded, when all was said
and done. Featured right
in the center of the plan is
Blacksmith Square conve-
niently situated just across
the street from the proposed
hotel. All during the pro-
cess, nothing was allowed
to overshadow that proper-
ty even though its owners
chose not to get involved in
the process overtly.

Years later, in a rare ap-
pearance before the city
council, one of the owners
of Blacksmith Square came
to thank then Mayor Woern-
er profusely as he was about
to leave office. He was
grateful for Woerner “from
the beginning.” Follow the
gratitude!

Mr. Woerner is a very
smart man. He knows that in
Livermore it is easy to keep
a target on a woman'’s back.
Sadly, he and others have
infected the newer leaders
with the same bad lead-
ership philosophy: if you
disagree, attack opponents
personally.
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Build Dublin Up, Not Out!

Eloise Hamann, Dublin

In a recent letter to the ed-
itor, I liked Dublin for many
reasons. In terms of building
up, I liked that Dublin leader
Jean Josie understands Cal-
ifornia rules for increasing
housing. This means Dub-
lin gets to decide where and
how to build, not the State.

European countries gen-
erally preserve open space
between communities so
people can access hik-
ing, recreation, and wild-
life easily. This is smart.
That’s why I oppose Prop
II which is intended to em-
power Dublin to break the

(See MAILBOX, page 6)
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You deserve a financial
advisor who listens.
We can help.

Erin Trayner
Financial Advisor
2156 W Grant Line Rd
Suite 225

Tracy, CA 95377
209-835-1005
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Fri., Nov. 8th Sat., Nov. 9th
( 9:00AM - 3:00PM

o
J COME SHOP FOR YOUR HOLIDAY GIFTS o o
- .’ Handcrafted Ornaments, Décor, Kitchen Items,

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1020 Mocho St., Livermore
All Proceeds benefit unfunded projects
of Holy Cross Church.

Stocking Stuffers, Jams, Jellies and more!
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Putting LVJUSD Students first!

“We have the resources for our
students' academic success, | will
support Livermore students and
their families navigating the School
System. My bilingual and bi-cultural
background, and experience in the
Livermore education system has
given me the understanding to
advocate for Quality Education”

Pait or by Tus or School Board 2024 FPPC 41471952

www.MaggieTufts4SchoolBoard.com
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Vote to preserve Livermore's
small town character

Vote to defend our open space
and Urban Growth Boundary

Vote for decades of experience
in our community

Vote for respectful, responsive

government!

Vote Jeff Kaskey, Livermore
Clty Council District 3
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Business Owner/CEQ
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KAS KEY

CITY COUNCIL

DISTRICT 3

JeffdLivermore.com
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Mony Nop and Sophie Mao (above), owners of Mony Nop Real Estate, are encouraging

members of the Tri-Valley community to join them in the Livermore City Hall parking lot,
1052 S. Livermore Ave., from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 24, for the ninth annual
Mony Nop Turkey Drop. Volunteers will be on hand to accept frozen turkeys, gift cards,
and cash donations to help the nonprofit Tri-Valley Haven provide Thanksgiving meals and
holiday gifts for needy families. Donations will also be accepted throughout November at
Grocery Outlets in Livermore and Pleasanton. Tri-Valley Haven reported helping more than
800 families through its holiday food program last year. (Photo courtesy of Mony Nop)

MAILBOX

(Continued from page 5)

agreement with Livermore
to leave space between the
two communities where no
building was to take place.
The human race cannot sur-
vive if it takes over all the
land for housing.

Vote David Farley for
Livermore City Council
Leslie Jones, Pleasanton

It’s time for change
for the residents of our
Tri-Valley and California
in general.

I believe David Far-
ley will bring the needed
change, expertise and love
for his city of Livermore to
the city council and that is
why I endorse him for Liv-
ermore City Council in this
very important election.

Not only do we desper-
ately need change at every
level of our society — on
our school boards, our city
councils, our California
state assembly seats and
our national Congressional
seats — but we need ex-
perienced, knowledgeable
and dedicated candidates
to bring that change. David
Farley is that candidate.

A long-time Livermore
resident, David Farley
is committed to working
with Livermore citizens
to make sure Livermore
makes wise decisions
for its residents going
forward in order to en-
sure that Livermore will
continue to be a wonder-
ful city in which to live,
work and raise families
as he and his family have
been able to do for many
years. Mr. Farley owns a
high-tech business local-
ly, worked at Lawrence
Livermore and Sandia Na-
tional Labs as a physicist
and has been involved in
his community as a Liver-
more Airport commission-
er and volunteer coach for
girls’ lacrosse.

He has the leadership
skills, the depth of knowl-
edge and the commitment to
Livermore to be an asset on
the Livermore City Coun-
cil. T believe he would be
an outstanding leader and a
city council representative
who would bring a knowl-
edgeable and fresh approach
to existing and future issues
that will face Livermore.
Please vote for David Farley
for Livermore City Council!

Dublin City Council

Owes Livermore an

Apology

Shirley Lewandowski, Dublin
Talk about breaking

good faith with your neigh-

bor city. Despite letters

from the mayor and city
manager of Livermore to
the mayor and city man-
ager of Dublin on July 15,
2024, stating that Dublin’s
Measure II was ill-worded
and misleading to Dublin
voters, three Dublin City
Councilmembers (Jean Jo-
sey, Sherry Hu and Janine
Thalblum) forged ahead the
next day, July 16 during the
Dublin City Council meet-
ing to vote and approve to
put Measure II on the No-
vember ballot. This was
done while both cities are
still having ongoing discus-
sions regarding the Dublin
Blvd. roadway extension to
North Canyons Parkway in
Livermore. This is no way
to treat a neighboring city
partner on an important
situation that affects both
cities. It is shameful. Bot-
tom line: Measure II is tell-
ing Dublin voters to ignore
Livermore and give the city
council FULL authority to
decide on what happens
and what goes on the road-
way. In essence, Measure
IT is deceptively asking
Dublin voters to GIVE UP
their voting rights to the
council on any further deci-
sions on the roadway. This
should never happen; it’s
called voter suppression in
my book. Dublin voters are
smart and see through this
disingenuous ~ maneuver
by three councilmembers.
These three councilmem-
bers owe the city of Liver-
more an apology, as well as
to their Dublin constituents.

| Support Jeff Kaskey
for City Council

Nile Runge, Livermore

I was having breakfast
with Jeff a couple of months
ago. He said, “I’ve decided
to run for city council.” I
wonder why? I (this writer)
have been to council meet-
ings before, only occasion-
ally, and found them to be
boring, contentious, and
something I would never
want to do. Achhh! So, Jeff,
why would you want to be
a councilman? After a pause
he said “I want to be a coun-
cilman who listens. That’s
my commitment.” He got
my vote.

I’ve known Jeff for some
years and am impressed
with how he listens to me
and others, how he weighs
both sides, makes up his
own mind, and votes ac-
cording to his principles.
He’s a really good guy,
honest, and very capable
man. Easy to get along with,
friendly, thoughtful, . . . and
the list goes on.

Your Vote for Dublin:
John Morada for Dublin
City Council District 3
Melissa Picache and lan
Aniszewski, Dublin

Dear Dublin Residents,

Our family of five are
proud 14-year residents
of Dublin. We are active
and vested members in our
community, and it is our
privilege to endorse John
Morada as our representa-
tive for Dublin City Council
District 3.

John and Patty Morada
have put one child through
our school district, with two
more to go, and are witness
to the problems caused by
the lack of collaboration be-
tween the city council and
the school board, whether
it be the city’s disinclina-
tion to push for appropriate
developer fees, school over-
crowding, or our crowded
city roads. John is vehe-
mently opposing Measure 11
because, cynically, it takes
the decisions over that land
use way away from Dublin
voters and he has many oth-
er concerns about its conse-
quences. Dubliners recog-
nize that rapid development
without thoughtful planning
and strategic budgeting has
caused fiscal problems, par-
ticularly to our school dis-
trict, and consequentially a
myriad of traffic and safety
concerns. John Morada has
the hometown experience, a
vested concern for commu-
nity well-being, and a prov-
en commitment to affect
positive change.

John Morada is a sea-
soned entrepreneur with
over 17 years of commer-
cial, fiscal, and managerial
experience, with a diverse
ethnic and international
background. John Morada
has contributed to the com-
munity not only as a soccer
coach, but also as a board
member for Dublin Unit-
ed Soccer League, directly
positively affecting youth
sports and  experiences
amongst our Dublin fami-
lies. John Morada served as
VP of Dublin High School’s
PFSO, helping raise mon-
ey for our students through
numerous fundraising activ-
ities. John is deeply vested
in our developing commu-
nity, with solid support for
Dublin’s balanced econom-
ic growth amidst rapid ex-
pansion, and hand-in-hand
with a balanced budget,
solidly grounded in Dub-
lin’s well-being and public
safety.

As a coach and mentor in
DUSL, John Morada was
“that” coach; encouraging

and mentoring our young
daughter (yes parents, the
one picking daisies on the
field during the game).
Through his inspiration and
creative efforts in those ear-
ly years, our daughter has
risen to play competitive
club soccer in high school
for DUSL. John Morada
also served on the DUSL
Board as Field Director,
ensuring our fields and sig-
nage were ready for games
and tournaments... Kudos
to John’s ethos, “however I
can help to get it done” at-
titude, because for Dublin,
we are “ALL IN”.

We are proud to support
John Morada as our Dublin
District 3 Council Member.

Be Careful What You
Wish For
Kyoko Takayama, Livermore

“Be careful what you
wish for”, my grandpa used
to tell me. Both on a nation-
al and local level change is
called for, but do we really
want “change”?

President Biden took of-
fice in the middle of the
worst pandemic, passed
multiple legislations to
help American people, and
brought us an amazing
economic recovery. Our
401K/IRA are doing great.
Despite crazy PG&E rates
hike, we are doing fine. It is
getting easier to charge our
electric car thanks to Infla-
tion Reduction Act install-
ing more charging stations.
My husband and I contacted
COVID for the first time,
but thanks to vaccinations
our symptoms were minor
and recovered quickly. No,
I don’t want to go back to
the previous administration
and their crazy daily press
conference. Overall, my life
is better than four years ago.

Locally, I like how Liv-
ermore downtown looks
like, and all the events fea-
turing many cultures and di-
verse community members.
Livermore is growing and
building new houses and
neighborhoods, and pro-
moting new businesses, but
it is well thought out and not
out of control. Despite the
remark Mr. Farley made at
the Mark Your Ballot event
hosted by Granada High
School IB students (he said
that crime is climbing, and
Livermore is no exception),
the crime rate in Livermore
is stable and our police de-
partment is doing a good
job. It means that Livermore
City Council and staff are
doing a great job running
our city. I appreciate their
hard work.

Governing is choosing the
best option presented within
the constraint of laws, reg-
ulations and limited budget
just like every family does.
Not everybody wants the
same thing, but we evaluate
options and make decisions
by our priority and budget.
City council members have
to go through the same pro-
cess. I like what they have
done, and I agree with their
endorsements on this elec-
tion: Steven Dunbar for Dis-
trict 3 and Kristie Wang for
District 4.

Making a wish a reali-
ty requires hard work, and
sometime costs more than
we can afford. Then we
need to let it go. I do not
agree with everything our
city council does, but we all
ought to know that nobody
gets everything we wish for.
So which candidates do you
think are best for our city
and will get things done?
The choice is ours. Go vote.

My Recommendations
Brad Hirst, Pleasanton

At several requests, here
are my suggestions for the
local election:

Mayor — Jack Balch.

City Council District 2 —
Craig Eicher.

PP — sales tax increase —
NO.

Recall DA Pamela Price —
YES.

BART Board — no recom-
mendation.

Chabot-Las Positas College
Board — no recommenda-
tion.

Vote for More Lifesaving
Resources
Hasan Hasan, Livermore

I just read the recent news
story titled, “Airport Plan

for Ambulance, Fire Service
Stalled”. Apparently, East
Bay Regional Parks Dis-
trict, CalFire and California
Highway Patrol need space
at Livermore Airport for
their helicopters that pro-
vide emergency services.
An application for their plan
was filed Aug. 2023, but so
far, 14 months later, the city
has not taken action to move
their project forward. I real-
ized that this is yet another
reason why we must secure
new leadership on the Liv-
ermore City Council.

We could be in danger of
losing the opportunity to se-
cure these critical lifesaving
services. The nearest trauma
center is in Castro Valley,
and getting there by ambu-
lance isn’t what saves lives,
it jeopardizes lives. Fire
risks are increasing. Not
having adequate firefighting
resources in our community
is what contributes to our
home insurance policies to
be denied or rates to rise.

If we elect candidates to
the council who join with
current council members,
we’ll get more delays and
lose this opportunity. The
current City Council stalled
this process to the point that
other cities will now be con-
sidered, and we will miss
out on having these lifesav-
ing resources in our own
backyard.

What we must do as vot-
ers is elect new voices to the
city council, ones that will
prioritize our safety over
other interests. Jeff Kaskey
and Tom Soules are the kind
of leaders who would seri-
ously question the holdup
and work to move the city
forward with a process that
will benefit all of us.

Join Me in Voting Yes on
Measure PP
Sandra Gray, Pleasanton

There’s a lot of misin-
formation floating around
about Pleasanton’s Section
115 Fund and Retiree Med-
ical Trust Fund. Opponents
to Measure PP argue that
these are reserve funds that
can be used to address our
city’s projected $13 mil-
lion annual deficit over the
next eight years. It needs to
be emphasized that these
are investments which will
help pay for Pleasanton’s
future financial obliga-
tions. The longer we leave
these investments intact,
the longer they will grow.
To advocate tapping into
these funds before neces-
sary is to argue for increas-
ing Pleasanton’s long-term
borrowing  costs. This
would be short-term gain
for long-term pain.

Opponents to Measure
PP argue that City Manag-
er Beaudin’s projections
for future property tax
revenue growth is a “low-
balled figure.” The last four
years of explosive growth
in home property values
in Pleasanton is not a sus-
tainable trend. One only
needs to look at home list-
ings on Zillow to see price
cuts across the Bay Area. |
cite the recent example of a
house which was sold this
month in the Vintage Hills
neighborhood to illustrate
a broader cooling trend: A
buyer purchased this partic-
ular house for $1.725 mil-
lion in May of 2022. This
house was then listed for
sale in May of 2024 at $1.82
million. After seven months
of sitting on and off the mar-
ket, and a series of price re-
ductions, this house sold for
$1.68 million at a loss.

If you’ve listened to our
City Director of Finance,
Susan Hsieh, you will know
that Pleasanton manage-
ment uses financially con-
servative forecast models
to predict future revenue
growth. Director Hsieh, and
other experts, have been
transparent with residents
in explaining that increasing
city revenues is an absolute
imperative. On numerous
occasions our city manage-
ment staff have gone to great
lengths to be forthcoming
with information that point
to a persistent budget defi-
cit. Let’s stop with assigning
who is to blame. If we as a
community wish to keep the
high-quality public safety
and city services, we must
vote Yes on Measure PP. 1
hope other Pleasanton read-

ers join me in voting Yes on
Measure PP this election.

Following the Money
Bob Woerner, Livermore

As documented in public
records, Joan Seppala, who
owns the Independent, her
husband Lynn Seppala and
Jean King have spent mil-
lions of dollars through a
variety of local PACs to get
their way in Livermore. An
analysis of the FPPC Forms
460 for PACs funded by the
Seppalas and King since
2018 shows that they con-
tribute on average 88% of
the total collected by their
PACs.

Their money support-
ed their preferred council
candidates and promoted
their multiple initiatives
and referendums to rezone
the downtown. Of partic-
ular note is the more than
$482,000 spent on paid
signature gatherers that ha-
rassed many of us over the
years. Their PACs are by no
means “grass roots” as they
claim.

Current council member
Ben Barrientos benefited
from the financial support of
their Take Back Livermore
PAC in the 2022 election.
The final Form 460 filed
in June of 2023 shows that
the Seppalas and Jean King
supplied $328,000, or 85%
of the total $386,000 spent
by TBL on the election. By
comparison, when I first
ran for council, my total
campaign budget was about
$7,000.

Their latest PAC, Can-
didates That Listen, has
already reported spend-
ing over $76,000 support-
ing Jeff Kaskey and Tom
Soules. With history as a
guide, I expect the final tally
to again be in the hundreds
of thousands of dollars. It is
no secret that if those two
candidates win, Joan Sep-
pala will have control of the
council and the city’s check-
book. Perhaps the real name
of their latest PAC should
be “Candidates that Listen
to Joan.”

I urge everyone to pay
attention before voting. Liv-
ermore’s future should not
be placed in the hands of a
couple of wealthy individu-
als focused on their person-
al agendas. In stark contrast,
Kristie Wang, Steven Dun-
bar and David Farley are
beholden to no one if they
get elected.

Dirty Politics
Barbara Comstock,
Pleasanton

This is what dirty politics
looks like: ALL the signs for
just one mayoral candidate
in Pleasanton being stolen
in the middle of the night.
For at least three nights in
a row, someone has been
stealing Karla Brown signs
from all over Pleasanton.
Our house has been hit
three times. One morning,
every Karla Brown sign in
our neighborhood was sto-
len, while none of the Jack
Balch signs were. Not lost
on me is the irony that this
is Jack’s city council dis-
trict. Even if this is a bunch
of teenagers, this is exactly
why people get turned off
from politics and voting. If
you remove signs, it looks
like a candidate has no
support and maybe they’ll
vote for the other guy. This
is anti-Democratic. 1 sup-
port Karla Brown because
I believe she has shown the
leadership and temperament
to guide Pleasanton, and
someone stealing my sign
does not change my vote,
nor will it intimidate me.
We have video and police
reports have been filed. This
is property theft. Each sign
is worth $20-30. When 30+
signs have been stolen, that
adds up. Local campaigns
have limited resources and
when a candidate is forced
to replace and distribute
signs, it takes from the time
they need to talk directly
with voters about what mat-
ters most. Beyond that, it
fuels an already incendiary
political environment. If
you have teenagers, please
talk with them about the fact
that this is illegal. I hope it’s
not adults taking the signs,
because adults should know
better. Either way, Pleasan-

(See MAILBOX, page 8)
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Ophthalmology care that’s
minutes away.

And light-years ahead.

With the Byers Eye Institute in Livermore, advanced ophthalmological services
are closer than ever. From innovative corneal and eye disease treatments to
vision-saving surgery, our highly skilled team of experts offers world-class
ophthalmology care, all at one convenient Tri-Valley location.

Stanford Health care

MEDICINE @ Tri-Valley

stanfordhealthcare.org/whatshere
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Henry Williams, a member of Troop 998 in Pleasanton,
has earned his Eagle badge, the highest rank in the
traditional Scouts BSA program. For his Eagle project,
Willams designed, organized and led a team of six other
Scouts in creating two garden beds for native plants at
Sycamore Grove Park in Livermore. (Photo courtesy of
George Williams)
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ton deserves a respectful
and honest mayoral race.
We should be better than
this.

| Endorse Jeff Kaskey
for City Council
Celeste Garamendi, Tracy

From my years of work
in community advocacy in
Alameda and San Joaquin
Counties, I know that effec-
tive leaders can accomplish
great things for their com-
munities. City Council Dis-
trict 3 candidate Jeff Kaskey
is exactly the type of leader
that every city needs.

I met Jeff nearly 15 years
ago when the effort to per-
manently protect Liver-
more’s Tesla Park land
was forming. Jeff, then
president of the Livermore
Heritage Guild, immediate-
ly stepped up to first learn
and then support the work
to preserve the Tesla Park
land. He helped build the
coalition and community
support that ultimately led
to state legislation. Jeff saw
how protecting Tesla would
not only preserve its excep-
tional natural and cultural
resources, but also give gen-
erations of Livermore res-
idents an open space park
to experience and enjoy
nature.

Jeff brings to the city
council his deep connec-
tions with the Livermore
community, but also the in-
sight and vision to see the
immediate needs that need
to be addressed, and the op-
portunities that advance the
interests of the community
long into the future.

It is an honor to endorse
Jeff Kaskey for Livermore
City Council, District 3.
Although my family has a
long history with the city,
my only regret is that I do
not reside in Livermore to
cast my own vote for Jeff
Kaskey for Livermore City
Council.

Statement on Public
Safety
Craig Eicher, Pleasanton

As a retired Police Cap-
tain with more than 30 years
of service to my communi-
ty, the issue of public safe-
ty is of paramount impor-
tance to all of us. The best
relationships between law
enforcement and the com-
munity are grounded in
trust — that we’ll show up
when you need us and that
we’ll get there as quickly as
possible. But our emergen-
cy response times in Pleas-
anton have been heading
the wrong direction, as have
property crimes. We used to
respond to emergencies in
under three minutes; now it
takes up more than five. We
can and must do better.

I support:

- Improving our emergen-
Cy response times

Ensuring our Public
Safety responders are prop-
erly staffed and have the
equipment and training to

serve our community.

- Fostering trusted and
lasting relationships be-
tween the police department
and our community

- Transparency and ac-
countability within law en-
forcement to build bridges
in the community. For more,
please visit my website at
www.eicherforpleasanton.
com.

Follow the $$$$$
Livermore Election
Vic Avila, Livermore

Where your heart goes,
that’s where your money
goes...... that’s where your
interest lies. So where have
Steve Dunbar and Kristie
Wang received substantial
contributions to their cam-
paigns?

Developers and Califor-
nia real estate organizations
have filled these candidates’
coffers with greenbacks,
Jacksons, Lincolns, and
Washingtons. Why do these
organizations back Dun-
bar and Wang...... because
with these two candidates
sitting on city council, they
KNOW that their develop-
ment wishes will be granted
by these Johnny-come-late-
ly residents of Livermore.

Definition of “John-
ny-come-lately” is those
people who do not recog-
nize or appreciate Liver-
more’s legacy of ranching,
agriculture, grape growing,
open spaces, and no UR-
BAN SPRAWL, and there-
fore will not protect Liver-
more from becoming urban
sprawl.

On the other hand, many
Livermorians have con-
tributed to Tom Soules and
Jeff Kaskey campaigns.
These contributors value
Livermore’s heritage and
spaciousness, because if
it’s gone, you can’t get it
back; i.e. Dublin CA. Joan
Seppala is one of the many
protectors of Livermore, a
contributor to Soules and
Kaskey campaigns like
many Livermore residents-
--but she and other like
contributors do not benefit
in any way personally from
backing these candidates—
other than maintaining the
“uniqueness” of Livermore.
Joan in The Independent
prints letters to the editor
that support all opinions re-
garding the election, all can-
didateletters of support and
in opposition.

Your money and your
interest follow your heart.
If you have a heart for Liv-
ermore and want to main-
tain your current level of
enjoyment living here, vote
for Kaskey and Soules, and
contribute to their cam-
paigns. Your heart will feel
better and the community
we enjoy will be main-
tained.

Pleasanton Needs New
Leadership
Brian Black, Pleasanton

Recently we learned

that Pleasanton’s financial
health fell to the 14th per-
centile; 61st from the bot-
tom out of 430 California
cities as measured in fiscal
2020-21. Of those same
California cities, only eight
have a higher sales tax rate
than Pleasanton’s current
10.25%. Raising our rate to
10.75% as proposed by bal-
lot measure PP would put us
at the top. I would suggest
that the problem is not that
our sales tax rate is too low.

Our per capita assessed
home property value is in
the top 20% of all Califor-
nia cities. The tax burden
for Pleasanton residents is
already very high compared
with other cities.

Pleasanton needs new
leadership — a mayor and
council whose first inclina-
tion is not to go to residents
to ask for more money.
Rather, we need a council
with experience looking
closely at budget details,
balancing spending and re-
sources, and who will en-
courage responsible growth
and economic development.
I invite you to join me in
supporting Craig Eicher and
Vivek Mohan for Pleasan-
ton City Council and Jack
Balch for Mayor.

Vote Yes and Recall
Pamela Price
Simon Li, Dublin

On Nov. 5, Alameda
County voters should vote
yes and recall Pam Price as
District Attorney.

When Price was voted
into office, her position was
for a six-year term. Now,
only two years into that
term, the Alameda Coun-
ty DA has turned into the
public defender protecting
criminals, not victims. Our
communities cannot afford
four more years of her in-
competency.

When Governor New-
som offered state resources
to address rampant crime
in our county, Price refused
his aid. U.S. Representative
Eric Swalwell, a former
deputy district attorney in
Alameda County, called
for Price’s recall saying she
gives “bad guys a green light
to hurt people.” The DA of
San Francisco Brooke Jen-
kins said Price’s policies
have only led to an increase
in crime. In response to her
incompetence, Price’s own
lawyers voted overwhelm-
ingly to recall her. And all
14 police unions in our
county have also demanded
her recall.

Price has stopped
charging cases. In a recent
article, the San Francisco
Chronicle revealed 1,000
misdemeanor criminal cas-
es were dropped under Price
because the statute of lim-
itations expired before her
office could review them.
These cases include repeat
DUI offenders, thieves
stealing from our homes,
local businesses and de-
partment stores, and those
armed with

weapons to name a few.
Why? Because Price has
zero criminal prosecution
experience, and over 30 ex-
perienced prosecutors left
the office due to her incom-
petence. She replaced them
with lawyers who have no
criminal experience and
don’t have the skills to re-
view or charge cases.

Price issued a directive
to her lawyers preventing
them from charging com-
mon criminal enhancements
that increase prison sen-
tences without her express
permission. The results? It
gave a quadruple murderer
15 years in state prison. It
will let Shawn Killian, the
Alameda man charged with
executing his family of five,
be eligible for parole in 20
years after conviction. It
reduced sheriff deputy Der-
rick Williams’ prison sen-
tence in half after he was
convicted of murdering his
girlfriend and her husband
in front of her family. It al-
lowed Krishan Sharma, a
man charged with attempted
murder, to post bail because
Price refused to charge a
common gun enhancement
that would have increased
his bail. Horrifically, just
a few short weeks later, he
was back on the streets and
shot his girlfriend to death.

Vote yes and recall Pam

Price from the position of
District Attorney on Nov. 5.

PUSD School Board
Members Endorse Craig
Eicher for City Council
Kenneth Mano, Pleasanton

Four of the five current
school board members
of the Pleasanton Unified
School District are united in
their support for Craig Eich-
er, current candidate for the
Pleasanton City Council.

Mary Jo Carreon, presi-
dent of the board, and trust-
ees, Steve Maher, Laurie
Walker and Justin Brown
have all endorsed Craig as
their choice for the council.

Craig Eicher is a 32-year
veteran of the Pleasanton
Police Department, begin-
ning as a volunteer officer
and moving up the ranks,
retiring as Captain, serving
six months as Interim Police
Chief during Covid.

He has served the com-
munity over the years, vol-
unteering with many non-
profits, as Board chairman
of Hope Hospice for six
years, he was instrumental
in bringing them out of a
budget deficit of a million
dollars to solvency.

Vote for Craig Eicher for
City Council on Nov. 6.

It's Now or Never, Vote
for Tom Soules District 4
Donna Cabanne, Livermore

It’s now or never...With
less than a week until the
election, it’s time to decide.
If you haven’t voted yet,
please vote for Tom Soules,
Livermore City Council,
District 4.

Tom will support the
Urban Growth Boundary
(UGB) and keep develop-
ment within city limits. He
will vote against urban en-
croachment on agricultural
lands and open space. Tom
will work to stabilize Liver-
more as a livable town with
defined limits, NOT the ever
expanding dreams of devel-
opers. He has NOT taken
any contributions from de-
velopers or PACs represent-
ing out-of-town realtors.

In contrast, Kristie Wang,
sent out mailers financed by
Realtor Associations and
PACS based in Pleasanton.
With her mailers paid for
by out-of-town special in-
terests, do you think Kristie
will safeguard our UGB?
Or will she be influenced
by and beholding to those
large real estate contribu-
tors? Additionally, Kristie’s
digital advertising was paid
for by the 2024 re-election
campaign for Mayor March-
and. With this contribution
from the mayor’s campaign,
do you think Kristie will be
an independent voice on the
city council? Do we need a
council member who is one
of the mayor’s personally
picked replacement candi-
dates?

Consider the importance
of fiscal solvency. Tom will
provide fiscal responsibility
while working on challeng-
ing city budgets. He vows
no new taxes; he will ques-
tion how city funds are used,
keeping a close watch on
taxpayers’ dollars. Tom’s
experience in manufactur-
ing and work at LLNL gives
him the needed experience
to implement the city’s
budget without wasting tax
dollars. In contrast, Kristie
Wang, has demonstrated
poor fiscal responsibility.
As a member of the school
board, she approved “spend-
ing more than the district’s
annual operating budget.”
The school district’s 2024-
25 adopted budget “poses
a financial risk” and could
trigger fiscal restraints im-
posed by the county. Why
should we trust Kristie with
the city budget??

Tom invites communica-
tion and questions from res-
idents. He strongly believes
in bringing major decisions
to the voters—unlike the
current city council who
made major decisions with-
out allowing the community
to vote, even after referen-
dums were legally submit-
ted. We need new city coun-
cil members who listen,
respect residents’ rights, and
govern with civility.

Want a change of direc-
tion? Tom brings fiscal sol-
vency, transparency, hon-
esty and integrity. Clearly,

Tom is the best candidate
for District 4. Choose wise-
ly... Vote for Tom Soules.

Who is Stealing Karla
Brown’s signs?
Brian and Christine Bourg

We live on Second Street
in Pleasanton. On Friday
night, Oct. 25, someone
stole our two Karla Brown
signs. We have a corner lot
with other campaign signs,
but only Karla’s signs were
stolen. Talking with Karla
and her team at the Farm-
er’s Market on Saturday,
we found out that many of
her signs were stolen from
yards and public spots all
over town.

A replacement Karla sign
was put inside our fence and
it was stolen on Saturday
night!

It’s obvious that some
Jack Balch supporters are
committing crimes by steal-
ing Karla’s signs. We and
others reported these thefts
to the Pleasanton Police and
they interviewed some of us
at our homes about the inci-
dents.

Neighbors up the street
caught the thieves on video
tape. They drove a black
SUV and one of them wore
red sweatpants. The police
have the video.

Jack Balch should put
word out to his supporters
to stop committing these
crimes to try to get him
elected. These tactics are
not only unethical, they’re
illegal.

We’ve worked closely on
political campaigns since
the 80s, but we’ve never
seen anything this nasty in
Pleasanton!

Dave Farley for City
Council District 3
Lisa Lewis, Livermore

I met Dave during his
campaign, and he is a solid
gentleman with great ideas.
He’s original and brings
fresh and fair ideas for city
council. We’re excited to
vote for him. His career tells
it all!

Jeff Kaskey & Tom
Soules, Champions for
Livermore

Denise Leddon, Danville

I have known Jeff Kas-
key and Tom Soules for
many, many years. Among
other things, Jeff and Tom
support protecting the Ur-
ban Growth Boundary and
a legitimate green space in
Livermore downtown.

Both men have also vol-
unteered for years. This
October, Jeff Kaskey set up
and monitored his extensive
sound system for my Liver-
more Cultural Arts Council
ArtWalk booth, where we
provided free music all af-
ternoon. He has done this
for years for our booth! Ev-
ery time I’m at Hagemann
Ranch events, I see Tom
Soules pitching in to drive
our elderly from the parking
lot into the ranch. They have
done so much more.

I thought Livermore was
different, but it’s not. Hav-
ing followed Livermore pol-
itics by attending city coun-
cil meetings and meetings
on the public downtown
space, | have seen that the
city council does not listen
to the public. Get educated:
jeff4livermore.com, tom-
soules.com. For Livermore
to be different and not be-
holden to developers, vote
for Jeff Kaskey for District
3 and Tom Soules for Dis-
trict 4 for responsible deci-
sion-making appropriate for
Livermore.

Kristie Wang for City
Council
Margaret Katen, Livermore

Kristie Wang has all
of the important qualities
needed for an effective City
Council member, including:

1. The proven ability to
build relationships  with
the other council mem-
bers, with staff, and with
the community. Good rela-
tionships and sound policy
serve our community and
city council members must
work together as a team. We
have already seen Kristie do
this for years on our School
Board.

2. The ability to advo-
cate for one’s own position
while remaining curious
and open-minded about the

position of others. Their role
is to debate and vote as in-
dividuals but then respect
and support the decision of
the majority. They must be
able to set aside personal in-
terests and influences for the
common good of the city, by
listening carefully to others
with a desire to understand
concerns, ideas, and per-
spectives. I have seen Kris-
tie do this many times over
the dozen years I have been
friends with her.

3. Effective elected of-
ficials must be committed
to doing their homework.
They come prepared to par-
ticipate in discussions by re-
searching and reading back-
ground materials prior to
attending meetings. Kristie
is a very conscientious and
inquisitive person who has
always taken her roles very
seriously.

4. City Council members
need to understand basic fi-
nancial information and be
able to evaluate budgets and
financial statements. Kristie
is especially qualified with
extensive background and
training in this area. She
has bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in public policy!
In fact, her career was as a
public policy professional

Being a good leader is not
just about one’s stance on
an issue. Rather, it is about
all of these vital attributes,
characteristics, and qual-
ities that contribute to the
short-term and long-term
well-being of our city. This
is probably why Kristie has
received endorsements from
so many people — check
out wang4livermore.com.

Please join me and vote
for Kristie Wang in Dis-
trict 4.

Jack Balch for Mayor
and Jen Flynn for School
Trustee

Kathy Narum, Pleasanton

Pleasanton has long val-
ued its schools along with
public safety as the two top
reasons that make Pleas-
anton a wonderful place to
live. Jack Balch for Mayor
and Jen Flynn, District 4 for
School Trustee understand
the importance of having
an excellent school district.
Even more important, four
out of the five current trust-
ees agree and have endorsed
both their candidacies.

The trustees recognize
Jack’s commitment, as a
city councilmember, to col-
laborate with the district
to leverage resources for
the good of both agencies.
He also supported recent-
ly enacted bond measures
to bring much needed im-
provements to citywide
schools, and his CPA back-
ground will be an asset as
both agencies deal with
their budget challenges.

Jen Flynn has been an
active community member,
from PTA president, PPIE
board member to vice chair
of the district Budget Advi-
sory Committee. She will
use her experiences to keep
our school district in the top
five in the Bay Area.

Please join me in voting
to maintain our excellent
schools by voting for Jack
Balch for Mayor and Jen
Flynn District 4 for School
Board Trustee. For more
information, visit jackfor-
pleasanton.com or votejen-
flynn.com.

| Disagree with the
Independent
Philip La Scola, Livermore

I disagree with the Inde-
pendent opposing the recall
of Pamela Price.

The issues raised by the
Independent to oppose this
recall require further scruti-
ny. It is stated this is purely
a political recall; no, it is a
performance recall. When a
DA runs on change, change
has to be defined. Price says
she believes in restitution,
rehabilitation and alterna-
tives to incarceration. I can
agree with that. The issue is
to identify who is most like-
ly to respond to those alter-
natives.

It is stated Price believes
in reducing rather than in-
creasing mass incarceration,
incarceration which dispro-
portionately affects minori-
ties and poor people.

Previously, I attended an

(See MAILBOX, page 9)
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Singer-songwriter Karla Bonhoff, who has written hits for such American music icons
as Bonnie Raitt, Linda Ronstadt and Wynonna Judd, will perform at the Bankhead
Theater in Livermore on Wednesday, Nov. 20. Born in Southern California, Bonhoff
was a founding member of the Los Angeles-based rock band Bryndle and continues
to tour as a solo artist. Tickets for her 7:30 p.m. performance at the Bankhead Theater
start at $35. (Photo courtesy of Karla Bonhoff)
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event where Price spoke; |
almost walked out. The first
thing out of her mouth was
a comment about Blacks
being only 13% of the pop-
ulation, but 70% of those
being incarcerated. Is it
because of discrimination?
No, it’s because they are the
ones committing the crimes.
The implication for me was
police should have a quota
around arresting individu-
als and then stop arresting
Blacks after reaching 13%,
which makes no sense.

We all realize that pover-
ty, home environment, lack
of education, and the need
to be accepted i.e. joining
gangs can lead individuals
to a life of crime. Criminal
behavior does require con-
sequences; but at the same
time society should work to
fix the root causes of crime.

The Independent then re-
sorts to a cheap shot, saying
this is a racist recall; nothing
could be further from the
truth. It just shows, when
you have nothing to sup-
port your position, calling
it racist is the only fallback
available.

Issues and Trust
Carol Silva, Livermore

The Independent’s Oct.
17 edition contains the
viewpoints of the candidates
running for Livermore City
Council. I noticed how sim-
ilar the viewpoints are with
the candidates in District 3
and 4. So who should a vot-
er trust to keep their words
when voting as a city coun-
cil member on issues, such
as not breaking the Urban
Growth Boundary (UGB)
east of Greenville and fight-
ing Dublin’s effort to break
its own urban limit to de-
velop land that separates the
two cities? My suggestion
is to vote for the candidate
who showed support of the
issues early on during their
candidacy, because show-
ing such support when it is
based on facts is a reflection
of a leader and someone
who is more willing to keep
their promises.

In District 3, Jeff Kaskey
was part of the pushback
when Livermore’s General
Plan Advisory Committee
(GPAC) was close to rec-
ommending breaking the
UGB to annex the land east
of Greenville. Jeff attended
city meetings to voice his
concerns that Livermore’s
population is declining and
that there is currently space
within Livermore’s bound-
aries for industrial and com-
mercial development. Also,
Jeff is not supported by
Livermore Forward, which
is a PAC mostly funded by
developers. (jeff4livermore.
com).

In District 4, up until last
ten days, Kristie Wang indi-
cated no strong positions on
city issues. However, in last
week’s Independent and in
Kristie’s latest mailer, she
seemed to copy from Tom
Soules’ campaign. For ex-
ample, she copied that she
is “committed to preserving
the character of our city.” 1
suppose that is a compli-
ment, but is that a leader?
But whether Kristie now be-
lieves in the importance of
the character of our city or
not, the difference between

Tom and Kristie is clear.
Kristie will not oppose the
City Plan, which would and
is destroying the small town
character of Livermore with
high-rise residential build-
ings. How will Kristie vote
on issues when she is sup-
ported by California Real
Estate Action Committee
PAC? If you think we need
a change and a new direc-
tion, vote for Tom. Tom will
offer specific recommenda-
tions, and he will try to cut
through the bureaucracy
to get things done. (Tom-
Soules.com)

Vote for Dave Farley
Garolyn Trinta, Livermore

I have known Dave Far-
ley for many years and
consider him a friend, so I
of course agreed to help his
campaign when he asked.
Dave has always been will-
ing to help causes important
to me, including our schools
and my family’s high-tech
company. He brings depth
and dedication to all he
does. I believe he is the best
qualified for City Council
and has the most to offer

Livermore. Where Dave
truly shines is his integrity
and his honesty.

I have been canvassing
for Dave in District 3 and
can tell you that the voters
I meet prefer Dave over his
two opponents, once they
meet and compare all three
individuals. This does not
surprise me at all.

However, I am surprised
at the tactics of the Dun-
bar and Kaskey campaigns.
First of all, I know Dave’s
campaign manager Chung,
who ran for City Council
about a decade ago. She
was told by the very same
supporters of Dunbar that
it was “not her turn” to be
on council, despite her deep
credentials. Apparently,
they have identified Dunbar
as “his turn” to be the next
“yes man” on council. Did
you know Dunbar missed
the August 9 deadline to run
for council? Why is he on
the ballot? Dave submitted
his final paperwork as re-
quired the morning of Au-
gust 9, but Dunbar was giv-
en another five days due to a
caveat that if the incumbent
(Brittni Kiick) does not file
her paperwork by 4:59 p.m.
of August 9, then the dead-
line is delayed. Why was
Dunbar given privileged,
non-public information
that he could simply skip
the deadline that applied
to Dave? BTW, unpopular
Kiick has endorsed Dunbar
to take her seat on council.
Such self-assuredness and
nepotism is unacceptable
and unhealthy for Liver-
more. The point is that rules
should be applied across the
board and the vote should be
up to the people for what the
people of Livermore want.

It’s no secret that Kaskey
has been aligned with, and
now supported by, the same
people who file all the law-
suits against the city. While
it’s okay to disagree with the
actions of the city, unending
litigation only benefits law-
yers. We do not need a “no
man” on council either.

Despite pledging posi-
tive campaigns, Dunbar and
Kaskey are attacking each

other with costly mailers
and accusations. Dave Far-
ley is the most qualified,
staying above the negativi-
ty. Vote for Dave Farley.

Kristie Wang for
Livermore City Council
District 4

Yanira Guzman, Livermore

I have worked closely
with Kristie Wang for four
years as fellow trustees on
the Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District.
During our time together,
Kristie has consistently
demonstrated her advoca-
cy for not only the students
and their families with-
in our school district, but
for the larger Livermore
community. More than
once, during board mem-
ber report outs, Kristie in-
formed the school commu-
nity of city-sponsored or
city-partnered happenings
and events within Liver-
more, such as events at the
local libraries, downtown,
and opportunities to pro-
vide input for city initia-
tives. Kristie Wang strong-
ly believes in getting city
news out to the community
as well as seeks input and
differing perspectives to
influence city decisions.
Because of this, I endorse
Kristie Wang for District 4
councilmember.

Jeff Kaskey is a
Hypocrite! Vote Steven
Dunbar

Asa Strout, Livermore

It is almost comical that I
am writing this letter today.
If you recall, Jeff Kaskey,
and his panicked support-
ers, were the first to com-
plain about negative ads
run against Jeff, and if I am
being honest, I agree. Neg-
ative ads have no place in
Livermore politics.

Which is why I called him
out when he was complete-
ly silent when a competing
negative ad was run against
his opponent but also sup-
porting him and also using
an image of himself. Clearly
exhibiting a double standard
for negative ads.

As of last week, we know
exactly why he was silent
when a negative ad ran
against Steven Dunbar. It is
because he ran a negative ad
against Steven Dunbar from
his own personal campaign.

Lets recap, Jeff Kaskey
feigned anger and disgust
when a group of wealthy
Livermore residents run
negative ads against him,
but when a different group
of wealthy Livermore res-
idents run a negative ad
supporting his campaign
and when his own cam-
paign runs a negative ad,
it is perfectly okay. I don’t
know about you but that is
the textbook definition of a
hypocrite.

With this negative ad, Jeff
Kaskey has become the first
candidate for city council
to run a negative ad them-
selves for as long as I can re-
member. He doesn’t want to
run on the issues that are im-
portant to him, and the merit
of his positions. Instead, he
wants to run a campaign
tearing down his opponents
with negativity and lies.

Does this sound like
someone you want to rep-

resent you on the City
Council?

It gets even worse when
actually looking at the
content of the negative ad
from Jeff Kaskey. In it he
questions Steven Dunbar’s
character by putting a ques-
tion mark under community
character and values.

Well Jeff, let me inform
you on Steven’s character
and values. Steven Dunbar
is someone full of compas-
sion with some of the high-
est integrity in public ser-
vice today, honest beyond
measure, completely gen-
uine, and actually willing
to listen to the community.
With your willingness to run
a negative it is clear these
are characteristics missing
from your campaign.

That is why your vote
should be for Steven Dun-
bar for Council. A vote for
Steven Dunbar is a vote
for lifting our communities
up, instead of trying to tear
down the parts we do not
like.

No on PP and Yes on
Jack Balch

Bob Watson, Pleasanton

Measure PP is basically
an admission that our cur-
rent city council, with the
exception of Jack Balch,
does not have the fiscal re-
sponsibility that is required
of their jobs. I have been
a Pleasanton resident for
46 years and can’t remem-
ber a city council that has
made so many decisions
that are not in concert with
the majority of Pleasanton
citizens. You only need to
think of the skate park and
Heritage House renovation
over the park downtown
to know this council does
not care what the rest of us
think. This tax increase will
tie the city of Pleasanton for
the highest sales tax rate in
the country [[county? Please
ask the letter writer, if you
run his letter. (the other six
are also in Alameda Coun-
ty). Please vote no on PP.

Dunbar for City Council
Cate Sarraille, Livermore

When I analyzed the plat-
forms of the three candi-
dates for District 3, it was
(and still is) clear to me that
Steven Dunbar is the most
qualified candidate. As a
retired civics teacher, I read
campaign literature and an-
alyze candidate websites as
“job applications.” So, what
do I look for? Education, job
experience, clearly defined
goals, and a commitment to
the people they represent.

Experience? He is the
only candidate who knows
firsthand how the council
and city staff work with the
community to balance the
conflicting concerns of dif-
ferent subgroups.

Clearly defined goals?
Dunbar’s website and cam-
paign materials state he is
working today to ensure
Livermore’s residents have
a thriving tomorrow. His
platform spells out what
needs to be addressed to
protect our past and prepare
for our future. It advocates
for a safer and stronger
community and responsible
fiscal management, which
will create a bright, bal-
anced future. What concrete
examples does he provide?
Decreasing traffic conges-
tion, ensuring every tax $
works to improve essential
services and community
safety while expanding af-
fordable housing and pre-
serving/protecting our agri-
cultural heritage.

Commitment to voters?
Dunbar promises to be ac-
cessible, approachable and
accountable not only to
District 3 voters, but to all
members of the Livermore
community.

Unlike one of his oppo-
nents, he is not receiving
support from “the group
of many names” When
Mr. Kaskey canvassed our
neighborhood, he spoke to
my husband about his goals.
Asked about his perspec-
tive on housing, specifically
low-income Eden Housing,
Mr. Kaskey tried to dodge
his question. When pressed,
Kaskey stated “Livermore
doesn’t need low-income
housing.”

If you live in District 3,
vote for Steven Dunbar. If

you live in District 4, vote
for Kirstie Wong. Be sure to
vote — every vote matters.

| Am Voting for Jeff
Kaskey
David M Rounds, Livermore

The national political
landscape continues to be
the nightmare it was four
years ago, with divisive
distorted statements by can-
didates toward each other
now being the norm. In a
non-political setting what
some state and national can-
didates are saying would
be considered slanderous
at best. Unfortunately, this
same nightmare has been
trickling down to local pol-
itics. You can see it every
day in local social media
groups, in the mail and in
the newspapers.

Fortunately, and unlike in
the state or national political
scene, it is actually possible
to personally know and to
have worked with those run-
ning for office. I know Jeff
Kaskey and have worked
with him over the past eight
years on various projects
and committees.  Some-
times we agree on issues
and methods; sometimes we
do not; sometimes he would
change my mind on an is-
sue and sometimes I could
change his mind. He listens
and takes the time to have a
conversation and sometimes
a debate. The one certainty
is that he is always engaged
and is thoughtful, polite and
definitely informed. That
is why I am voting for Jeff
Kaskey. He is also willing
to challenge the status quo
while being able to consid-
er others’ views, which is
something that can be lack-
ing in the local political dis-
course. This city has a lot
on its plate for the next sev-
eral years and Jeff is exactly
the type of councilperson
I want to help Livermore
move forward. He will be
an awesome member of the
Livermore City Council. I
am voting for him and en-
courage you to do so too.

Pleasanton Creating
Potential Environmental
Risk

Joe Milelli, Pleasanton

The City of Pleasanton
is creating a potential envi-
ronmental risk to our wa-
ter supplies and the health
of athletes participating in
sports activities at the Stan-
ford Medicine Sports Com-
plex. If you have driven
by the open fields, masked
by fencing, adjacent to the
Complex and Case Ave.,
you have surely noticed the
thousand(s?) of tons of re-
claimed asphalt pavement
(RAP) spread over the va-
cant land. Incidentally, this
also borders Pleasanton
Middle School. This is a re-
sult of road work being con-
ducted by the city.

“Some state agencies
such as New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) have
prevented the use of RAP
materials as unbound base
materials, stabilized base
materials, shoulder materi-
als, or in parking lots due to
the potential toxic pollutants
mentioned above that might
leach from RAP used in
these applications.”

In addition; “Recent stud-
ies have also revealed the
potential environmental risk
of recycling or storing recy-
cled materials or debris due
to the release of trace ele-
ments such as heavy metals
(cadmium, chromium, cop-
per, nickel, lead and zinc)
and organic compounds
such as polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAHs) into
groundwater and soil.”

The second issue is the
significant hazards asso-
ciated with inhaling dust
from RAP sources. I quote
from the Material Data
Sheet for “Reclaimed As-
phalt Pavement”: “RAP
varies in size and shape,
and when cold it is as sol-
id material that is black in
color. When hardened as-
phalt pavement is subject
to mechanical forces, such
as demolition or asphalt re-
cycling, dust particles will

be generated.” Further,
“This product contains
crystalline silica. Cut-

ting, crushing or grinding
hardened asphalt or other

crystalline silica-bearing
materials will release re-
spirable crystalline sili-
ca. Prolonged or repeated
inhalation of respirable
crystalline silica from this
product can cause silicosis,
a seriously disabling and
fatal lung disease.”

These concerns were
forwarded to the Pleasan-
ton City Council. Minimal
response, stated RAP was
temporary, no comment
on silica concerns. My re-
sponse to the mayor’s com-
ments:

First, 1 don’t believe
the people managing the
overall effort recognized
the hazards associated
with the project. Second, I
think dumping the RAP on
the land is a penny-wise,
pound-foolish decision.
The material, ultimately,
will need to be moved at far
greater additional expense.
Third, why wasn’t the RAP
recycled as part of the proj-
ect, since over 90% of RAP
in the country is recycled
anyway? Especially with
the hot plant on our border?

Action/clarification is ur-
gently required.

Check for Yourself
Sharon Piekarski, Pleasanton

Many people are rightly
concerned about large mon-
ey donors trying to influ-
ence our elections and gain
favor with elected officials.
If you are concerned or hear
candidates saying their op-
ponents are supported by
interests you don’t support,
please check for yourself.

In California, every cam-
paign, by law, must report
all campaign contributions
over $100 by individual
contributor, including their
occupation and employer.
In Pleasanton it is every in-
dividual contribution over
$25. This information is
easily available to us all.

In Pleasanton, you can see
these disclosure statements
at https://public.netfile.com/
pub2/?AID=cop.

In Livermore they can be
seen at https://public.netfile.
com/pub2/?aid=liv.

For other races, you can
find these statements on
the California Secretary of
State’s website at https://
cal-access.sos.ca.gov/cam-
paign/

Confidence in our elect-
ed officials is important, so
please be an informed voter.
Check for yourself.

Dublin Candidate
Qualifications
John Morada, Dublin

In response to an editorial
written on Oct. 17, I am cor-
recting the misstatement of
my public service qualifica-
tions written as “he does not
appear to have served in the
community before.” This
is ironic and unacceptable
considering The Indepen-
dent’s very own journalist
Michael Wittner specifically
calls out my time serving
the DHS PFSO in an Oct.
15 article.

For the record, allow me
to share my service to our
beloved Dublin community:

Served as Vice President
for Dublin High School
PFSO, and held the opera-
tional position of Chair for
the fireworks booster

Served as Board member
of Dublin United Soccer
League, and performed the
operational duties of Head
of Field Operations

Served on the Board of
Lucca Sorrento HOA

Volunteered as a parent at
James Dougherty Elemen-
tary for boosters and par-
ent-faculty events

And most recently, I am
in the Inside Dublin pro-
gram serving as a feeder for
City Council and Commis-
sions

By the way, all of the cur-
rent Councilmembers grad-
uated from Inside Dublin or
served on a Task Force or
Commission, or both. I am
the only candidate in Dub-
lin’s District 3 following
this tradition. Candidacy
does not require this prece-
dence but it’s a huge head
start to understanding City
operations.

The Independent has
since corrected the misstate-
ment as of Oct. 19.

(See MAILBOX, page 10)
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The City of Livermore hosted its 3rd Annual Trunk or Treat at Civic Center Plaza on Oct.
23. Thousands of people attended, and more than 25 vehicles were decorated and
stocked with candy. California State Parks “Pirates” trunk was voted Best Trunk, and
the City of Livermore Planning Department’s “Minions” trunk came in second place.
(Photo courtesy of the Livermore Police Department)
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Vote NO on Measure PP
Douglas Miller, Pleasanton

I don’t doubt Pleasanton
faces budget challenges. It
seems to have been coming
for a while based upon what
we’ve been hearing.

Why is the City Council
in a panic about it all of a
sudden? Wouldn’t it have
been smart to begin to make
spending cuts and looking at
various fees and other reve-
nues starting all the way
back to when the warning
signs started? Now, Pleas-
anton taxpayers are being
asked to bail out the council
because they didn’t make
budget adjustments sooner.

What the city has done for
the past year is promote the
sales tax increase in Mea-
sure PP. The surveys and
town hall meetings were
not really meant to gauge
our opinions about how to
balance the city budget. In-
stead, they were marketing
an effort, based on fear, to
convince us things are real-
ly bad, and the only way out
is to raise our taxes—but
who’s responsible for things
getting this bad? Certainly,
not the taxpayers.

It’s easy to see the council
believes if they threaten to
cut the priorities identified
in their community surveys
that we’ll panic and ap-
prove Measure PP. Not so
fast. Let’s take a step back,
have an honest conversation
about what can be saved
(short of eliminating what
we value most), what our
revenues will actually be,
and, if we agree that addi-
tional funds are required,
first look to be sure we’re
adequately charging for the
services the city provides.

I’'m voting No on Mea-
sure PP.

| Enthusiastically
Endorse Jeff Kaskey
Brenda Kusler Livermore

Many of you may have
just met Jeff Kaskey during
his  door-to-door  walks
through District 3. 1 feel
honored to have known
Jeff for a couple decades.
One of the things I admire
most about Jeff is that when
it comes to his love of and
commitment for Livermore,
Jeff has always walked his
talk. Stepping up to serve
his community wherever he
could, Jeff has represented
the views of his neighbors
and others to city leaders
for years now. Jeff is one of
those rare souls, who when
he asks for your thoughts on
an issue, actually listens and
takes what you say to heart.
I am so happy that he de-
cided to run for City Coun-
cil. His honesty and strong
work ethic, coupled with his
ability to develop consensus
solutions that include all the
views he has heard from in-
terested parties, will make
him a great advocate for all
of you lucky enough to live
in District 3. I enthusiasti-
cally endorse Jeff Kaskey to
become the Council mem-
ber who will serve District
3 and all of Livermore with
honor and distinction.

Carefully Consider Who
You Are Voting For
Dwight Lang, Livermore

I won’t presume to tell

you who to vote for in the
upcoming election for Pres-
ident of the United States of
America. [ leave that to your
better judgement.

But I do ask you to care-
fully consider who you are
voting for. In this election
each of us will be voting
for a person to hold the
presidential office. We will
not be voting for a political
party, or that party’s list of
what that party stands for;
we will be voting for and
electing a person. The per-
son that occupies this office
is often referred to as the
most powerful person in the
world. This person will be
the commander-in-chief of
our military forces, nuclear
missiles, nuclear bombers,
and all the other weapons.
Their job will be to defend
us in whatever the situation
is, relying on all of our capa-
bilities and expert members
of our government and mil-
itary.

I ask you to carefully
consider the values of the
person, their beliefs, their
morals and what they have
done in the past. Are they
honest and truthful? Are
they trustworthy? Does that
person believe in the rule
of law, and follow the law?
Are you willing to put your
trust in them for the future
of your children, grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren, as
well as your own?

Also think about and
evaluate what the people
that have worked with and
for that person in the past
say about their performance,
judgement, and reactions to
stressful situations. Do they
have the skills, knowledge,
intelligence, and capabili-
ties to handle this job?

Please be careful about
how and where you get
information. Is it from a
source that has shown their
honesty, reliability and
truthfulness in the past?

Our vote is the most pow-
erful thing that most of us
exercise in participating in
our government. Your vote
is needed and essential for
our democracy to function
and to be “that government
of the people, by the people,
for the people” as Abraham
Lincoln once said. Please
vote in a well-informed and
considered way. Our future
depends on it.

Vote Jeff Kaskey for
District 3!
Rick Nordyke

With Jeff Kaskey’s 40
years of experience in and
around the city of Liver-
more in many different
facets, committees and
general presence, I firmly
believe his election would
be a breath of fresh air for
the Livermore City Council.
His intelligence and general
leadership skills are sorely
needed and would be quite
an asset as District 3’s repre-
sentative. Vote Jeff Kaskey
for District 3!

Dunbar Has My Vote
Mary Perner, Livermore

As a 20-year District 3
resident, I have developed
strong opinions about what
I’d like to see happen in
my district, and to that end,
have been researching Dis-

trict 3 Council candidates...
Steven Dunbar, David Far-
ley, and Jeff Kaskey.

Kaskey’s been around for
a while, so has name recog-
nition and monied backers.
However, his Historical So-
ciety work doesn’t seem (at
least in my opinion) to have
much application to city
council work.

At the City Council can-
didate forum, I listened to
what each candidate had to
say. I’ve reviewed candidate
campaign materials, social
media posts, and endorsers.

Candidate Kaskey stress-
es dealing with The East
Avenue Corridor project
and the old Nob Hill Center,
however his opponent, Ste-
ven Dunbar, shares the same
concerns and has the appro-
priate commission experi-
ence to effectively address
these challenges.

Mr. Dunbar and I are peri-
odically in touch. Recently,
we walked through the old
Nob Hill together, noting its
many problems. We have
also discussed the East Ave.
situation. Steven Dunbar is
well aware of the safety is-
sues there and has the prob-
lem solving and collabora-
tive skills the city needs to
tackle big jobs like these.

Candidate David Far-
ley was someone new to
me. Although he has many
credentials and varied ex-
perience, my friends and I
left the candidate forum in
unanimous agreement that
his ability to collaborate
with other council members
would be minimal.

Finally, I am always con-
cerned by candidates fund-
ed by, and beholden to, just
a few, wealthy individuals.
Unlike his opponents, Ste-
ven Dunbar is not in that cat-
egory. He’s a good listener
and considers various points
of view. I strongly believe
Steven Dunbar will use his
independent judgment and
experience from Livermore
Commissions (Asset Man-
agement and Planning) to
serve Livermore well.

Cast Your Vote for Jeff
Kaskey and Tom Soules
Garol Wahrer, Livermore

I have had the privilege
of working closely with
both Tom Soules and Jeff
Kaskey over the past few
years. I would like to say
how both of these candi-
dates share their views, lis-
ten, and are both active and
committed to our commu-
nity. Livermore would be
lucky to have such a council
representing the entire city.
Please consider casting your
vote for Jeff Kaskey and
Tom Soules. Thank you.

Support for Boyce
and VandenHeuvel for
Livermore School Board

Noah and Carol King,
Livermore

As elementary school
teachers with a combined
60 years of experience in
the Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District
(LVJUSD), we are proud
to support Tara Boyce and
Christiaan VandenHeu-
vel for Livermore School
Board. Both candidates are
endorsed by the Livermore
Education Association

and represent a vision for
our district that prioritizes

student success, teacher
support, and fiscal respon-
sibility.

Tara Boyce brings excep-
tional expertise in finance,
which is crucial as we face
a $4.5 million structural

deficit. Her professional
experience in identifying
budget efficiencies and

managing large financial
plans will be instrumental
in keeping budget cuts out
of the classroom. Her dedi-
cation to students, including
her own two children who
attend Junction, reinforces
her commitment to ensuring
quality educational experi-
ences for all.

Christiaan  VandenHeu-
vel’s skills in communica-
tion and community-build-
ing will help strengthen the
transparency and engage-
ment that our district needs.
As a parent of current and
former Livermore High
students, Christiaan under-
stands the importance of
clear, open communication
to bridge connections be-
tween the district and our
community.

Both Tara and Christiaan
prioritize programs for En-
glish Learners and students
with special needs, embody-
ing a vision where every
student has the opportunity
to excel. Their support of
student-centered, data-driv-
en decision-making reflects
a commitment to preparing
our students for college and
career success.

We encourage Liver-
more residents to elect Tara
Boyce and Christiaan Van-
denHeuvel to the LVIUSD
School Board. Their com-
bined skills, dedication, and
community support will be
invaluable assets for our
district’s future.

Imagine!
Geri Lonnberg, Livermore

Not long ago, there was
a time when you could ac-
tually send your children
to school and be assured
that they would receive the
proper common sense ed-
ucation that would prepare
them to be good productive
educated American citizens,
capable of using the skills
that were encouraged by
their parents and taught the
proper academics by their
teachers to guide them to be
successful. Deena Kaplanis
is the person who will rep-
resent you and your children
to achieve that goal. She
has my vote and I encourage
you to do the same.

Boyce & VandenHeuvel
for School Board
Justin Enright, Livermore

I am writing to express
my strong support for the
candidates endorsed by the
teachers of Livermore for
Livermore School Board—
Tara Boyce and Christiaan
VandenHeuvel. As we ap-
proach the upcoming elec-
tion, it is vital to recognize
the qualities and values
these candidates bring to
our educational community.

Both Tara and Christiaan
are compassionate listen-
ers and advocates for all
students. Their experience
and commitment to educa-
tion, supported by current
school board members, re-
flect a deep understanding
of the needs of our diverse
student population. They
are rational thinkers and
problem solvers who will
diligently seek out financial
redundancies and ensure
our resources are allocated
effectively.

Importantly, they pri-
oritize the support of pro-
grams for English Learners
and students with special
needs, ensuring that every
child has the opportunity to
thrive. Their appreciation
for teachers in the classroom
shows their commitment
to fostering a supportive
environment for educators,
which is crucial for student
success.

Tara and Christiaan be-
lieve in preparing students
to be college and career
ready and will bring that
mindset when reviewing
curriculums and state man-
dates. Their open-minded
and inclusive approach will
foster an educational atmo-
sphere within our Liver-

more school district where
all students feel valued and
empowered to reach their
potential.

I encourage our commu-
nity to elect Tara Boyce and
Christiaan ~ VandenHeuvel
to the Livermore School
Board. Their vision for our
schools aligns with the val-
ues of our community, as
staff that work alongside our
students and their families.

I’'m Supporting Deena
Kaplanis
Joanne Duncan, Livermore

I’'m supporting Deena
Kaplanis for school board.
She listens to the major-
ity of what parents want
for their children. She will
make the necessary changes
to support our students and
bring down the deficit. Our
test scores need to improve
as well as making campuses
more secure.

You Can’t Get Any More
Un-American
Patrick Weidhaas, Dublin

In five days, American
voters will choose the next
President of the United
States. One of the candi-
dates is Donald Trump. And
given the deeply rooted pa-
triotism of this country, the
love for its flag, the respect
for its constitution and for
its democratic values, the
admiration of its men and
women in uniform, I sim-
ply do not comprehend why
Trump would even muster
1% of the votes.

I cannot accept the claim
that it is about the economy
and about immigration.

In my mind, this election
is ultimately about some-
thing far more important: it
is about our American val-
ues.

In 2020, Donald Trump
stole from Americans their
cherished faith in our elec-
tions. He tried to convince
the voters that the election
is only fair if he wins. This
is absolutely ludicrous —
it goes against America’s
pride in its elections. Given
Trump’s logic, why even
have elections? Just hand
him the win! This attempt to
only count votes in his favor
is completely un-American!

Repeatedly, Trump has
voiced his disrespect, his
disdain for our men and
women in uniform. He did
not respect the late Senator
John McCain, who was a
brave POW — he referred
to fallen soldiers as “suck-
ers and losers”, and he
asked “what was in there
for them”? How could any
Americans with their deep
respect for our military vote
for this man?

For Trump, the military
should simply be a tool to
round up and defeat (by
force) all those who dis-
agree with his politics. He
calls them “the enemy with-
in”. He clearly wants to get
rid of the two-party sys-
tem. His enemies are Adam
Schiff and Nancy Pelosi
— not Vladimir Putin or
Kim Jong Un! Any military
leader will tell you that it is
unconstitutional to ask the
military to fight American
civilians. Why would any
patriotic American voter
give this man the opportu-
nity to trample on our con-
stitution?

Trump’s clear intentions
to turn our constitution up-
side down, to rid us of free
and fair elections, to go af-
ter his political opponents
(the “Democrats™), but side
with the true enemies like
Putin — all of this should
give voters pause and make
them think long and hard
before casting their vote for
Trump.

But if they do, if they
want to place a man, so
Un-American, in the White
House, they should at least
be honest with themselves
and never again wave an
American flag!

Vote Deena Kaplanis for
LVJUSD School Board

Alan Heckman, Livermore

Deena Kaplanis has a lot
of support from people all
around Livermore, and it’s
easy to see why. She’s been
involved in our schools for
a long time and has worked
hard to raise money to help
students and teachers. Dee-
na cares deeply about mak-

ing sure our kids come first
in every decision. Right
now, our schools are facing
serious financial problems
because the current leaders
haven’t managed the money
well, and polling done by the
school district shows that
our community no longer
trusts them to handle financ-
es responsibly. Livermore
schools are ranked near the
bottom in our county, only
doing better than Oakland
and Hayward, and it’s clear
we need change to turn this
around. Deena knows how
important it is to use mon-
ey wisely and improve our
schools so they’re safe and
strong places to learn. With
Deena on the school board,
we have the chance to make
Livermore schools better for
our kids and their future. It’s
time for new leadership, and
Deena Kaplanis is ready to
bring that change.

Consider Voting for Jen
Flynn
Laurie Walker, Pleasanton

I am writing to express
my strongest support for Jen
Flynn in her campaign for
Pleasanton Unified School
District’s  School Board,
Area 4. As a former admin-
istrative secretary for our
school district, Jen brings
a wealth of experience and
insight into the workings
of our educational system.
Her current roles as a board
member for Pleasanton
Partnerships in Education
and as the Vice President for
the Superintendent’s Bud-
get Advisory Committee
demonstrate her dedication
to our schools and her com-
mitment to fiscal responsi-
bility.

As a mother of three chil-
dren currently enrolled in
our district, Jen understands
the challenges faced by
families and students. Her
firsthand experience as PTA
President at two schools
showcases her leadership
abilities and her passion for
fostering a supportive edu-
cational environment.

Throughout her tenure,
Jen has proven to be an ef-
fective problem solver, serv-
ing on various committees
to address issues and imple-
ment positive changes. Her
deep-rooted commitment to
our community and her pro-
active approach to educa-
tion make her an ideal can-
didate for the school board.

I encourage everyone
to consider voting for Jen
Flynn. She has the vision,
dedication, and experience
needed to help our schools
thrive. For more informa-
tion, please visit: www.
votejenflynn.com.

| Recommend Dr. Deena
Kaplanis
Gathryn Villasenor, Livermore

Do you want someone
who bullies special needs
people to be on the school
board? Or do you want a
person who is compassion-
ate and able to work with
people from all walks of
life? Dr. Deena Kaplanis is
who I believe would benefit
the LVJUSD School Board
this Nov. 5. Your vote for
her will keep Livermore
desirable for families. As
a former teacher, I recom-
mend Dr. Deena Kaplanis
for the LVJUSD School
Board. Let’s vote for all stu-
dents’ safety and academic
performance. Thank you.

Donalyn Harris for
Pleasanton School
Board Area 3

Christina Nystrom, Dublin

I have been a Tri-Valley
resident for over 30 years.
I support Donalyn Harris
for School Board Area 3
because she is straight-for-
ward, respectful, empathetic
towards all of our students,
and cares about the long-
term financial status of our
school district.

Donalyn does not crave
drama. She asks questions
that need to be asked, but
not just for the sake of ask-
ing and hearing her own
voice. She doesn’t mess
around or play politics.

She is a champion for all
students. She sees our stu-
dents as wonderful devel-
oping humans and has an
appreciation for all of the

(See MAILBOX, page 11)
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Local historian Steve Minniear will discuss “Alameda
County Sheriff’s Office,” his latest book, at the Museum
on Main in Pleasanton from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 7. Above, former Alameda County Sheriff
Frank Madigan posts a reward sign on the historic
0ld St. Raymond’s Church in Dublin. For more visit
museumonmain.org. (Photo courtesy of Museum on Main)
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amazing things that make us
unique.

She may not be an incum-
bent, but she has far more
experience than is needed to
be effective. She has had a
positive financial impact on
every organization she has
been involved in. Parents
have chosen her to be the
president of school PTAs
and music boosters five
times. She’s been elected
five times to lead.

She is collaborative, and
even if she doesn’t agree
with you, she will respect-
fully engage in conversa-
tion, and... she will consider
other viewpoints.

She is an Amador grad
(class of ‘93) - but there are
a lot of us (I'm ‘96). What
sets her apart is that she is
still incredibly involved in
our schools through band,
PTA, PPIE, volunteering
for random tasks and class-
rooms... she is everywhere.

Not only do I respect her,
I adore her. And if you knew
her, T know you’d feel the
same.

Donalyn
School Board!

Flynn for the Win!
Paul Stone, Dublin

As a resident of Dublin,
I cannot vote in the Pleas-
anton elections, but I can
recommend Jen Flynn for
PUSD Trustee Area 4.

I’ve known Jen for some
years and can say that she
would make a great choice.
She is eminently qualified,
ultra-energetic, and genu-
inely cares.

I commend Jen for Area 4.

Harris  for

Deena Kaplanis is the
Number One Choice
Gina Tavares, Livermore

I will bevoting for Dee-
na Kaplanis. She is the
best candidate for Liver-
more Valley School Dis-
trict School Board. Deena
is a personal friend, fellow
neighbor and local business
owner. She is dedicated to
our city and knows that a
good city starts with the ed-
ucation of its children. She
is a team leader and crit-
ical thinker, and a people
person. As an outstanding
member of our Livermore
community, Deena has
supported multiple sports
teams, been a part of the
Parent Teacher Association
and a participant and donor
to a plethora of community
events. Deena is a truly gift-
ed leader who will do what
is best for our children and
work with the other mem-
bers of the board in a profes-
sional way. Deena Kaplanis
is the number one choice for
Livermore School Board for
our children!

Kelly Mokashi for School
Board

Sam Weaver, Pleasanton

I am writing in support of
Kelly Mokashi for Pleasan-
ton Unified School Board.
I am a 36-year Pleasanton
resident and 17-year teacher
at Amador Valley. We teach
our students to be critical
thinkers and to not accept

whatever is told them. Kelly
has consistently asked the
tough questions and advo-
cated for student-centered
decisions. She has made
it a priority to reach out to
members and leadership,
building a collaborative re-
lationship based on mutual
respect. Kelly’s dedication
to improving educational
outcomes has ensured that
Pleasanton students benefit
from having the best teach-
ers and support staff. Vote
Kelly Mokashi for PUSD
District 3!

Vote for Dr. Deena
Kaplanis
Jackie Cota, Livermore

Livermore voters, don’t
be misled by Joanne Mor-
rison and the Marxist or-
ganization Livermore In-
divisible’s latest attempts
to distort and discredit Dr.
Deena Kaplanis. Dr. Kapla-
nis has dedicated years to
serving our community, ad-
vocating for education that
equips students for life’s
challenges, and creating
spaces where students feel
both challenged and sup-
ported.

Dr. Kaplanis’s record
speaks for itself. As a busi-
ness owner, an experienced
medical professional, and a
compassionate mother, she
brings a unique perspec-
tive that combines financial
acumen, genuine commu-
nity involvement, and an
unwavering commitment to
student achievement. Her
career as a chiropractor is
rooted in helping people
thrive academically, emo-
tionally, physically, and
socially — a reflection of
her vision for Livermore
schools. Dr. Kaplanis isn’t
just talking about mental
health; she’s actively work-
ing to address it, along with
pressing issues like student
safety and academic perfor-
mance in essential subjects
like reading and math.

The personal attacks
from Morrison and her
supporters are a distraction
from what really matters:
the future of our children.
Dr. Kaplanis respects every
student and seeks to foster
an environment where stu-
dents of all backgrounds
can excel. In contrast, Mor-
rison and her organization
seem fixated on ideological
battles that have little to do
with educational quality or
student success. Nowhere
in their rhetoric do they
address Livermore’s real
educational needs, such
as improving proficiency
rates or retaining dedicated
teachers. Instead, they try
to divide our community
with fear and mischaracter-
izations.

Dr. Kaplanis believes
in a balanced, responsible
approach to budgeting and
policy, ensuring that every
dollar goes towards sup-
porting student achieve-
ment. Her own experience
in the public education sys-
tem is proof of its potential
to transform lives, and she’s
running for school board to
help all students in Liver-

more access that same op-
portunity.

Vote for a candidate who
is truly focused on educa-
tion, who listens to parents,
teachers, and students, and
who believes in preparing
our youth for a successful
future. Vote for Dr. Deena
Kaplanis—a candidate who
will lead with integrity, re-
spect, and a commitment to
every student’s success.

The Palestinian
Great March of Thaw
Renaissance

Greg Scott, Livermore

From Kalamazoo, Mi-
chelle Obama recently
stated about Harris, “This
is somebody who under-
stands you, all of you.”
Does Harris understand
“WCNSF” (“Wounded
Child No Surviving Fam-
ily”) printed with a blood
soaked finger on a Gazan
child’s forehead? Are the
screams muffled, dimin-
ished by crashing New
England tides, to an en-
sconced Democratic Par-
ty elite, Michelle Obama,
from a plush mansion on
Martha’s Vineyard? Har-
ris’s callousness, by power
drunkenness, is empathy
for the Arab Americans
and Muslim American vot-
ers - diaspora or not - and
the non-Zionist people of
apartheid Palestine? As has
the Nazi Holocaust oppres-
sion and repression, the Is-
raeli and West’s genocidal
oppression and repression
of Palestinians ceaselessly
rains on the continuum of
all human spirits.

“Everything [ thought
I knew about Israel was
wrong.” (Lani Lanchester,
“Learning to Listen to Pal-
estine: A Personal Quest,”
2024.) This is also true for
most of the rest of us, with
the accentuation of our ig-
norance by the heinous,
brutal Hamas attacks of
October 7, 2023, and the
continuing Israeli genocide
on Gaza, the West Bank,
and Lebanon. The “war”
didn’t start with the Oc-
tober 7th attacks. It began
with more than a century
of oppression and repres-
sion of the Palestinians by
the Zionists. Zionism is
a political ideology, not a
religion. (Ilan Pappe, “The
Ethnic Cleansing of Pales-
tine,” 2006.)

The fear and resulting
hatred morphs from a lack
of understanding and the
pursuit and maintenance
of power. The pro-Israeli,
pro-Zionist lobbies in the

S., like AIPAC (Amer-
ican Israel Public Affairs
Committee), have huge
influence and control over
the Democratic and Re-
publican parties and our
elections. (Ilan Pappe,
“Lobbying for Zionism on
Both Sides of the Atlantic,”
2024.) Why doesn’t AIPAC
have to register as a foreign
agent?

A vote for Harris or
Trump is a vote for geno-
cide. Voters have three an-
ti-genocide alternatives: Dr.
Jill Stein (Green Party), Dr.
Cornel West (Independent),
and Chase Oliver (Libertar-
ian Party).

After Palestinians exist
through four stages: Few
in the world are going to
help them; to fight against
a vastly more powerful foe;
flee to a Palestinian dias-
pora; and thaw from being
frozen by the failure of the
previous three stages: Pales-
tinians will rise through the
renaissance of love, faiths,
dance, song, art, and poetry
of their culture. (Credit: Ga-
bor Mate) This will never
be extinguished! Listen to
Palestine!

“Olive Trees Do Not
Bend, Cedar Trees Do Not
Break.” (Middle Eastern
and North African proverb)

Core Values for
Education
Alicia Thorpe, Livermore

Dr. Deena Kaplanis has
been a staunch supporter of
children excelling in aca-
demia. Her overall commit-
ment to parents and teach-
ers has been demonstrated
without question. I fervently
encourage Livermore resi-
dents to vote for Dr. Deena
Kaplanis.

| Endorse Christiaan
VandenHeuvel
Amie Miller, Livermore

I am writing to endorse
Christiaan ~ VandenHeuvel
for LVJUSD School Board.
I have known Christiaan
for many years, and I can-
not say enough good things
about who he is as a person,
his character, and how much
he has done for our family
and the community.

Christiaan was the first
person that we met walking
into to Cornerstone Church
almost 20 years ago. He
was all smiles and a wealth
of knowledge, helping us
navigate a new church as a
young married couple, in-
troducing us to many people
and shepherding our jour-
ney through the Church.

In later years, our children
went to Livermore schools
together. Again, there was
Christiaan showing up in
the schools, helping others,
being present and making
a difference. He helped us
navigate many situations in
the schools and was always
there as support. He was
a camp counselor for our
son and spent a lot of time
getting to know him. He is
such a positive role model,
and my son still looks up to
him today and remembers
how he positively impacted
his life.

Christiaan takes time to
get to know people and in-
vests in their stories and will
help guide and shape them
as they need direction.

As he takes this step into
civic duty, I cannot think of
a better person to represent
us and our children while
taking a seat on the school
board.

Christiaan is an amazing
communicator and an in-
credible connector, and he
is not afraid to face chal-
lenges head on. You would
not know it from talking to
him, but English is not his
first language. He has per-
sonal experience navigating
the education system as a
non-native speaker. I think
this will serve him and the
school board very well.
Christiaan is a passionate
friend, a loving father and
husband, and is an amazing
cheerleader for many chil-
dren and families in the Liv-
ermore area. | feel confident
that Christiaan VandenHeu-
vel will be an amazing addi-
tion to the LVJUSD School
Board. He has my vote!

Jen Flynn is a Good
Servant
Carol Lee, Pleasanton

What is servanthood?
Good servants serve their
purposes, but more im-
portantly, they influence
others to serve and make a
difference. They bring high
spirits and family values
to their work while build-
ing great relationships that
transform the community.
Good servants invest their
time in helping each other
to achieve the same goals
without hesitation or com-
plaint. They work hard and
they laugh harder together.

These are the character-
istics that I witnessed while
I was volunteering with Jen
Flynn. She is an assertive
person who brings the col-
lective good of others. The
level of her commitment
to our children’s education
highlights how she advo-
cates for all parents. Jen
has worked in PUSD pre-
viously before joining the
PPIE Board and the Super-
intendent Budget Advisory
Committee. On top of rais-
ing three kids and actively
volunteering, she has earned
the support of teachers and
Steve Maher, the retiring
school board member.

Jen is what I call a good
servant.

My Choice: Boyce and
VandenHeuvel
Jan Bennett, Livermore

As a financial consul-
tant and a parent of two
students in the Livermore
Valley Joint Unified School
District, Tara Boyce under-
stands firsthand the financial
challenges our district faces.
With degrees in economics
and political science, she
recognizes that achieving
financial stability requires
a realistic and actionable
budget.

Tara believes it is crucial
that our district not only ad-
dress its financial health, but
also prioritizes the creation
of quality programs in every
school. Equity among our
schools is vital for ensuring
that all students have access
to the resources and oppor-
tunities they deserve.

Tara views her potential
role as a district leader as a
way to help our school dis-
trict take a comprehensive
approach in developing a
budget that supports both
fiscal responsibility and the
enhancement of educational
programs.

Christiaan VandenHeuvel
is married to a Livermore
Special Education teacher,
and a parent of a student in
LVJUSD. Christiaan em-
phasizes the importance of
transparency and equity in
our district’s decision-mak-
ing processes.

He has been actively in-
volved in our schools as a
substitute teacher, volun-
teer, and a member of the
Livermore High School
PTSA and Reopening Task
Force. This variety of ex-
perience has given him a
unique perspective on the
challenges our students
face, particularly those who
are in Special Education or
English learners.

Christiaan believes it is
crucial that we create equi-
table learning environments
for all students, and is com-
mitted to supporting deci-
sions that prioritize accessi-
bility and inclusivity within
our educational system and
will do so by actively listen-
ing to the members of our
community.

I urge our community
to vote for Tara Boyce and
Christiaan VandenHeu-
vel for Livermore School
Board. By doing so, we
can foster trust within our
community and empower
parents, educators, and stu-
dents to engage more fully
in shaping the future of our
schools.

Vote for Deena Kaplanis
for LVJUSD School
Board!

Kendall Lawson, Livermore

My name is Kendall
Lawson and I am a moth-
er of two young boys in
LVJUSD. I was born and
raised in Livermore and
went to Livermore schools
all throughout my school
years. Now that I have
my own children, I know
how important it is that
we have committed and
competent people on our
school board, which is
why I’m giving my vote
to Deena Kaplanis. Deena
cares about all children in
our district and has vowed
to do what is right by all
students and their parents
to make sure every student
has access to the best ed-
ucation possible. I know
Deena will go above and
beyond to make sure all of
the students of Livermore
have a pleasant and suc-
cessful learning experience
at each of their schools. So
please if you feel the same
way, vote Deena Kaplanis
for LVJUSD school board.

Vote Boyce and
VandenHeuvel for
School Board

Kristina Wooten, Livermore

I wholeheartedly endorse
Tara Boyce and Christiaan
VandenHeuvel for the Liv-
ermore School Board. Their
unwavering dedication to
our students and their com-
mitment to educational ex-
cellence make them the ide-
al candidates to shape the
future of our district.

As educators, we know
firsthand the challenges and
opportunities facing our
students today. Tara and
Christiaan possess the em-
pathy, understanding, and
experience necessary to ad-
dress these challenges and
capitalize on these opportu-
nities. They are passionate
advocates for all students,
particularly  those with
special needs and English
learners. Their commit-
ment to ensuring that every
child has the opportunity to
thrive is truly inspiring.

Moreover, Tara and
Christiaan are proven prob-
lem-solvers who will priori-
tize fiscal responsibility and

ensure that our district’s re-
sources are used effectively.
They understand the impor-
tance of financial steward-
ship and will work diligent-
ly to identify and eliminate
redundancies, ensuring that
every dollar is invested
wisely in our students’ ed-
ucation.

By supporting our teach-
ers and fostering a positive
learning environment, Tara
and Christiaan will em-
power our students to reach
their full potential. Their
forward-thinking approach
will prepare our students
for a bright future, making
them college and career
ready. They will advocate
for innovative education-
al programs, cutting-edge
technology, and rigorous
academic standards that will
challenge and inspire our
students.

T urge you to vote for Tara
Boyce and Christiaan Van-
denHeuvel. Together, they
will build a stronger, more
inclusive Livermore School
District where every student
has the opportunity to suc-
ceed. Let’s work together to
elect leaders who share our
vision for a brighter future
for our children.

McDonald’s Quarter
Pounder
Lucas Nelson, Livermore

There is a problem with
our food systems. The re-
cent E. coli outbreak linked
to  McDonald’s  Quarter
Pounder hamburgers has led
to illness, hospitalization,
and even death. The CDC,
FDA, and other health
agencies are investigating,
with fresh slivered onions
and quarter pound beef pat-
ties as the suspected sourc-
es of contamination. This
isn’t the first time we’ve
seen outbreaks linked to
meat-based products, and it
underscores a larger issue
with food safety in animal
agriculture.

There is a better way. By
embracing a plant-based
diet, we can avoid these
risks and enjoy delicious
foods that are not only safe
but also optimum for human
health, the planet, and the
animals. Now is the time to
explore plant-based alter-
natives and make compas-
sionate choices for a better
future.

Boyce and
VandenHeuvel Have the
Essential Qualities of
School Board Trustees
Kathleen Jones, Livermore

As our community re-
flects on the role of school
board trustees, it is impera-
tive to highlight the qualities
that truly matter in this posi-
tion. Listening, considering
differing perspectives, and
collaborating are fundamen-
tal traits that every trustee
should possess. Tara Boyce
and Christiaan VandenHeu-
vel possess these traits.

A school board member
does not operate in isola-
tion; rather, they are part of
a team that deliberates on
new ideas, problem-solves,
and strives for the common
goal of improving condi-
tions for every child in our
district. The ability to ana-
lyze extensive data and pro-
posals, discern what is truly
important, and articulate
these insights clearly to a
diverse group of profession-
als is vital. Tara Boyce and
Christiaan ~ VandenHeuvel
have these abilities.

Trustees must make in-
formed decisions on what
initiatives to support and
how to ask the right ques-
tions to foster efficient
progress for the students of
the Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District
(LVJUSD). Tara Boyce and
Christiaan  VandenHeuvel
are capable of this as well.

Let’s elect candidates
who embody these qualities,
ensuring that our students
receive the best possible ed-
ucation, by voting for Tara
Boyce and Christiaan Van-
denHeuvel for Livermore
School Board.

Deena Kaplanis for
School Board
Erik Gushman, Livermore

Deena Kaplanis is run-
ning for school board be-

(See MAILBOX, page 12)
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Kidz Town Halloween Hay Day, sponsored by Downtown

&)

3

Livermore Inc., brought Kids and families to Stockmen’s
Park for trick-or-treating, costume contests and other
games on Saturday, Oct. 26. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

MAILBOX

(Continued from page 11)

cause she deeply cares
about our students and their
future. Her biggest con-
cern is that our students are
graduating without meeting
standards of proficiency in
basic core subjects such as
reading and math. She be-
lieves in promoting educa-
tional excellence, address-
ing the mental health crisis
afflicting our students, im-
proving school safety, and
advocating for students,
families, and faculty.

Cultural Day at Ashbury
Jan Villott, Pleasanton

On Saturday, a beautiful
celebration of the Pales-
tinian culture took place at
Asbury Methodist Church
in Livermore. It was won-
derful to see Muslim, Chris-
tian and Jewish voices all
coming together to cele-
brate life and love and to
pray for peace. The Soul of
my Soul art exhibit was so
very moving with drawings
and paintings by children in
memory of Palestinian chil-
dren who aren’t with us any-
more. As sad and somber as
that was, we also enjoyed
music, dance and food that
seemed to me to be a sym-
bol of the resilience of the
Palestinian people. I am so
glad I was able to go.

Deena for LVJUSD
School Board
Chantel Antoine, Livermore

As a Livermore resident,
I appreciate our communi-
ty having the opportunity
to vote for someone who
has the best interest for our
children and their families,
someone who believes that
parents should be involved
in their children’s lives and
education. I appreciate her,
making certain to keep the
schools safe while support-
ing the teachers, students
and the staff. This is why
we should vote for Deena
Kaplanis.

Thank you and God bless
America

Why | Am the Right
Choice
Christiaan VandenHeuvel,
Livermore

As we enter the final
stretch of this campaign, I
want to take a moment to

thank the people of Liver-
more for the amazing con-
versations I’ve had with
so many of you over the
last few months. I love this
community even more to-
day than when I began this
journey. And as the election
draws near, I want to share
with you why I believe I'm
uniquely prepared to serve
on our school board.

I’ve spent years connect-
ed to our schools—not just
as a parent of children in
this district, but also as a
frequent volunteer in class-
rooms, as PTSA president,
and as a substitute teacher. I
know firsthand what it’s like
to stand in front of a room
full of students, and to ex-
perience the joys and chal-
lenges that teachers face ev-
ery day. It’s not easy work,
but it’s deeply rewarding,
and those experiences have
given me a clear perspec-
tive on what’s needed in our
schools.

No other candidate has
been in the staff room,
hearing the concerns of
teachers day in and day out
as much as I have. And as
the spouse of a Special Ed-
ucation teacher, I live those
concerns at home, too. I
know the challenges teach-
ers face—whether it’s the
pressure of large class siz-
es, limited resources, or the
unique needs of students
that too often go unmet.
This firsthand connection
to both the classroom and
the broader community is
what drives me to ensure
that every student in our
district gets the opportunity
to succeed.

I’'m running because I
believe in protecting our
most vulnerable students—
whether they are English
learners, Special Educa-
tion students, or part of
our LGBTQ+ community.
Every student deserves a
safe, inclusive environment
where they can thrive.

Our district faces real
challenges: managing our
budget shortfall, upgrad-
ing aging facilities, and
holding the line against the
politicization of our school
boards. I'm committed to
tackling these issues head-
on, ensuring that we stay
focused on what matters

most — our students’ edu-
cation and well-being.

Livermore is my home,
and I’ve been deeply invest-
ed in its schools for years.
If elected, I will bring my
full experience, energy,
and commitment to help
our district and its students
reach their highest poten-
tial. Thank you for your
time, your trust, and I hope
I can count on your vote this
week!

Who is the Real Deana
Kaplanis?
Gail Sayers, Livermore

In last week’s Indepen-
dent, Erik Kushman refer-
enced the responses Mrs.
Kaplanis made to a survey
sent out to candidates by re-
alimpact.us. I hadn’t heard
of this organization, so I
went to their website. Their
election resources page
states the following: “Our
goal is to educate, equip,
and encourage Christians to
make well-informed deci-
sions when voting. We offer
non-partisan voter resources
that can be used by an indi-
vidual or a church.”

Mrs. Kaplanis advocates
for the mental health of stu-
dents on her website, “We
also must proactively ad-
dress the mental health cri-
sis affecting our students.”
But when asked a similar
question by the realimpact.
us survey she said she sup-
ports “Parental notifica-
tion when their child uses
school-based health care
facilities”. School based
health care facilities provide
on-site mental health care to
students.

She claims to support
LGBTQ+ students but op-
poses “Students being al-
lowed to access restrooms,
locker rooms and showers
based on their gender identi-
ty/expression.” She opposes
schools flying the rainbow
flag.

She states this position is
not for activists, but rather
for unifying the community
for the betterment of all stu-
dents, but her comments at
school board meetings indi-
cate the opposite.

On Feb. 28, 2022, Mrs.
Kaplanis wrote an email to
the board: “No More Man-
dates. Please drop the man-
dates immediately. They
are unscientific and are ob-
viously kept for alternative
reasons beyond just keeping
are (sic) children safe. This
should be a parents(sic)
choice about how we should
go about our child’s health
& well-being.”

On April 18,2023, Kapla-
nis asked the board to adopt
a policy requiring school
staff to inform parents if
the student identifies with
a gender that doesn’t align
with their biological sex. If
the board had followed her
advice, they would have vi-
olated the School Success
and Opportunity Act enact-
ed in 2013.

Both actions reflect Mrs.
Kaplanis’ disregard for
California statutes trust-
ees must follow. But what
is more problematic is the
text that was sent to Liv-
ermore voters: “I’m Deana
Kaplanis ... Your vote for
me will keep the children of
Livermore under the pro-
tection of their parents and
not schools(sic) bureau-
crats ...” The clear infer-
ence is that Mrs. Kaplanis
doesn’t trust educators and
administrators to prioritize
students’ success.

Dr. Chirag Pandya, board certified in Pulmonology,
Critical Care and Sleep Medicine, has moved

to a new location.

hospital.

two new Jlocations!

He has been serving the patients in the Tri-Valley area for the last 15 years
and has held several leadership roles at Stanford Tri-Valley (ValleyCare)

Dr. Pandya specializes in asthma, emphysema/COPD, trouble breathing,
lung infections, lung cancer, interstitial lung disease, snoring, sleep apnea,
trouble sleeping (insomnia), narcolepsy and restless leg syndrome.

Dr. Pandya is happy to help existing and new patients by providing care at

1393 Santa Rita Rd., Ste. A, Pleasanton
87 Fenton St., Suite 210, Livermore
Offering: Lung function testing |
Sleep studies (home andin-lab) | Actigraphy | Video visits

For appointments and questions,
please call 925-434-5144

or visit www.AdvancedSNP.com
Accepting most insurances and Medicare.

Be sure to vote on Nov. 5.
Vote for Boyce and Vanden-
heuvel, who will advocate
for and support the success
of all students.

| Endorse Jen Flynn

Carla Henderson, Oakland
(Pleasanton Principal)

I am writing to express
my strong endorsement for
Jen Flynn as the best candi-
date for Pleasanton School
Board Area 4. Having the
privilege of working along-
side Jen during her tenure
as our administrative secre-
tary, I can confidently say
she embodies qualities we
need on our school board
— qualities encapsulating a
passion for education, emo-
tional intelligence, finan-
cially skilled, community
connection, open minded-
ness and many more.

Jen possesses a perfect
balance of organization,
compassion, and fiscal re-
sponsibility. She consistent-
ly and effortlessly tackled
challenges with a clear fo-
cus on what was best for our
students, teachers, and staff.
Whether it was managing
complex schedules, ad-
dressing parent concerns, or
facilitating communication
among staff, Jen approached
each situation thoughtfully
and effectively. Her ability
to collaborate and imple-
ment a systems thinking
problem solving approach is
unmatched. Jen recognizes
the interconnectedness and
interdependencies  within
relationships, organizations,
and situations. Her holistic
approach makes her a trust-
ed resource in our commu-
nity.

One of Jen’s most com-
mendable traits is her com-
mitment to fiscal transpar-
ency. She worked diligently
to ensure our budget was
not only balanced, but also
clearly communicated to
stakeholders. Jen’s willing-
ness to simplify complex
financial systems and to ask
questions led to Jen devel-
oping updated practices to
address budgetary needs. In
an era where financial ac-
countability is crucial, we
need someone like Jen who
understands the importance
of making informed deci-
sions that serve both our stu-
dents and the community.

As we head toward the
election, I urge everyone to
consider Jen Flynn’s qualifi-
cations and her unwavering
dedication to our schools.
She has consistently demon-
strated her passion for edu-
cation and her commitment
to our children’s futures. Jen
is not just a candidate; she is
a proven leader who will ad-
vocate for our students and
our community.

For more information
about her vision and goals
for Pleasanton schools,
please visit Jen Flynn’s
campaign website at www.
votejenflynn.com. Let’s
support the right choice for
our children’s education.

Boyce & VandenHeuvel
Emily Wafler, Livermore

I strongly support Tara
Boyce as a candidate for the
Livermore School Board.
As a financial consultant
with a proven ability to ana-
lyze and manage multi-mil-

lion dollar budgets, Tara
brings a level of expertise
that is crucial for making in-
formed decisions about our
schools’ financial health.

Tara is not only highly
communicative, conveying
complex information in an
accessible manner, but she
is also deeply invested in
our community, with two
young children enrolled
in LVJUSD. Her commit-
ment to advocating for her
children is matched by her
awareness that not every
child shares the same ad-
vantages. This perspective
drives her dedication to
supporting early literacy
and promoting programs
that address diverse learn-
ing styles and challenges.

What sets Tara apart is
her integrity. She practic-
es what she preaches by
being earth-conscious and
viewing each student ho-
listically. Tara understands
that education goes beyond
academics, and she is com-
mitted to fostering an envi-
ronment where every child
can thrive.

I also strongly support
Christiaan VandenHeu-
vel for Livermore School
Board, a remarkable can-
didate whose unique back-
ground and experience
make him an ideal repre-
sentative for our commu-
nity. As a father of three
students in the Livermore
Valley Joint Unified School
District, with one currently
enrolled and two who have
graduated, Christiaan has a
personal stake in the success
of our schools.

Christiaan is not only an
inspiring communicator
and charismatic leader, he
is also a compassionate lis-
tener. His extensive experi-
ence as a substitute teacher
has allowed him to connect
deeply with our high school
students, understanding
their challenges and aspira-
tions. His marriage to a spe-
cial education teacher has
equipped him with valuable
insights into the demands
and intricacies of education-
al roles, fostering his com-
mitment to supporting both
students and educators.

Moreover, as an English
language learner and immi-
grant to the United States,
Christiaan has firsthand
knowledge of the difficulties
many students face when
adapting to a new environ-
ment. His ability to bridge
gaps between diverse per-
spectives will be invaluable
in fostering collaboration
and problem-solving within
our school community.

Christiaan ~ VandenHeu-
vel is dedicated to creating
an inclusive and supportive
atmosphere for all students,
along with Tara Boyce’s ex-

pertise and compassionate
approach, in a time when
our schools face numer-
ous challenges; I, without
a doubt, believe this makes
them BOTH the right choice
for our district. Let’s support
candidates who not only
have the skills to navigate
complex issues, but also
genuinely care for ALL.

Teachers Union
Controlling School
Board?

Tracy Heskett, Livermore

Today the Independent
newspaper will endorse two
Livermore School Board
candidates who are both
endorsed and financially
supported by the teachers’
union.

Ask yourself if that is
what you want? The teach-
ers’ union already rep-
resents the teachers during
union contract negotiations.
They go to battle for teach-
ers every day to help them
keep their jobs. That is their
purpose.

Is it fair negotiations if the
teachers’ union is also con-
trolling the school board? If
they can control both sides
at the negotiating table, is
that in the best interest of
our children?

We need independent rep-
resentatives on the school
board to enable unbiased
conversation and negotia-
tion. Only this way will we
get the best solutions for
teachers and our students.

Vote for Deena Kaplanis!

Kamala is Not My
Choice for the
Presidency!

Daniella Karo, Pleasanton

I am an Independent
and over time I voted for
candidates for office from
either side of the aisle, as-
sured that they were the
best choices at the time. In
2016, Hillary Clinton lost
my vote with her dreadful
comment of “deplorables”
that resonated the wrong
way. I voted for Donald
Trump and never regret-
ted it!

This time I will also
vote for Donald Trump as
I surely was better off four
years ago than I am today!

(See MAILBOX, page 14)
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Training, Boarding,
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creekhillfarms.com
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After a Long Delay, Local Favorite Charming Fig Reopens

By Christina Cavallaro

Julia Steinman’s business
was spared from a fire on Oct.
15,2023, that destroyed three
abandoned commercial build-
ings next door on Holmes
Street and Concannon Bou-

levard in Livermore.

But what began as a silver
lining quickly turned into a
12-month-long dark cloud of
delays that hung over Stein-
man’s beloved local business,
the Charming Fig, a catering
company and restaurant in

Family and friends celebrated during the restaurant’s
Grand Opening party in October 2023, shortly before it
closed due to fire. (Photo courtesy of Melanie Sammis

Creative)

Livermore located at 1510
Holmes Street.

“There was very minimal
damage to the restaurant,”
said Steinman. “I mean, it
should have taken, maybe
six weeks to get everything
repaired.”

The Charming Fig has
now reopened one year to
the date after its closure, as
a bright white, airy space.
At one point the rain was
pouring inside through holes
in the roof left improperly
covered by the building’s
owners, Mana Investments of
Carlsbad, Calif., and Hunter
Street Partners of Minneap-
olis, Minn.

The fire charred the roof
of the Fig’s building while
destroying three other build-
ings in the small commercial
center. The roof bore the
brunt of the damage when
every on-duty firefighter from
the Livermore-Pleasanton
Fire Department, along with
crews from the Alameda
County Fire Department,
ascended to battle the flames.

“They had to saw out
holes in the roof to catch
the fire so it didn’t get at the
Fig, which was great,” she
recalled. But after all their
valiant efforts, events took a
negative turn. “After the fire,

what happened was basically,
in my personal opinion, ne-
glect from the owners of the
building. Honestly, they just
took so long.”

The Fig’s building also
sustained smoke and water
damage, and ultimately re-
quired a new roof, ceiling,
floors and bathroom.

They didn’t start working
on the roof until February. “It
should have honestly taken
no more than two months to
get fixed. The roof itself — I
watched them do it — it took
them two weeks.”

Before that, from No-
vember to February it was
raining inside the restau-
rant. Steinman, who has over
10,000 followers on Insta-
gram, shared videos with a
shocked community who
wondered what was taking so
long. She also shared the vid-
eos with the building owners,
imploring them to help. Their
response indicated no sense
of urgency.

Then one month after the
fire, someone broke into the
restaurant’s electrical room
on Thanksgiving weekend
and ripped out all its cop-
per wiring, which can take
months to source and replace.
Steinman discovered the
owners didn’t order replace-

ment wiring until five months
later, delaying the reopening
process even more.

“It was so bad,” she said,
“I was just paralyzed.” Every-
one told her to get a lawyer,
but she just wanted to reopen
her business. “I just kept
having faith that they would
do the right thing.”

The owners urged her to
stop being “so emotional”
since she was, after all, “being
taken care of by insurance,”
she said. The owners eventu-
ally stopped communicating
with her altogether.

She said she does have
great insurance, but that
doesn’t nearly make up for
a whole year out of business,
nor does it take care of the lost
wages for her staff who were
out of work and not getting
compensated. On top of that
her $1,000 a month policy
shot up to $1,600 because of
her huge claim.

“It just sucks, I thought
they were such good guys.
And it just feels like, wow,
they really didn’t care.” The
investment group has since
sold off most of the building,
which Steinman believes was
likely their intention from the
start. “So they were probably
like, we’ve got three feet out
the door.”

In fact, the Charming Fig’s
building is the last one still
owned by the group. At one
point she thought she would
buy it herself, but not now.
“It’s like, I’'m way behind, so
we’ll see.” Her savings has
fallen by hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars.

“It was really painful be-
cause I had a nice nest egg to
get this (restaurant) business
going because I took so many
years (to build the catering
business). I wanted to be
safe and I feel like that was
stripped from me.”

Before the fire, Steinman,
who opened the Charming
Fig 14 years ago as a catering
company, had been enjoying
her first year in her newly
opened brick-and-mortar
restaurant. She lost a lot of
money during the closure, but
it didn’t diminish her desire to
keep the restaurant running.
“It was horrible, but that’s
the negative part of it, you
know, we’re very excited to
be back,” she said.

She said it almost feels
like the restaurant hasn’t
skipped a beat. More than
60% of her staff came back
and the new hires she has
made are fitting right in.

“It’s all like the great little
family again.”

Mental Health Practitioners

By Ruth Roberts

Mental health issues lo-
cally and throughout the
state have begun to look like
COVID-19 in terms of a
public health crisis, and this
new pandemic is not being
adequately addressed.

That was one of the mes-
sages delivered by Dr. Thom-
as Insel, former director of the
National Institute of Mental
Health, during the “Mental
Health Matters” forum hosted
by the Tri-Valley Nonprofit
Alliance in Pleasanton on
Oct. 24.

The half-day conference
featured several panels of
nonprofit professionals, men-
tal health practitioners and
community leaders who ad-
dressed a wide range of top-
ics, including mental health
services for individuals who
often fall through the cracks
in terms of diagnosis and
treatment. They include the
unhoused, veterans, those
impacted by substance abuse
and the criminal justice sys-
tem and children.

Axis Community Health,
Pleasanton ARU, La Familia,
and Mental Health Connec-
tions were a few of the groups
invited to participate in the
panel and forum.

“We are in a crisis and that
crisis has to do with youth
mental health and the failure
of people with serious mental
illness who have become our
kind of ‘untouchables’ in our
society,” said Insel. “And it
also has to do with substance
use disorders that are killing
more than 100,000 people a
year.”

When it comes to finding
crossover solutions in terms
of mental health issues, the
conversation, Insel added,
has to be about more than one
protocol.

“You have to look more
broadly,” he said. “While that
is not true for cancer, heart
disease and diabetes, it is very
true here.”

That includes examining
the criminal justice system,
education, labor and housing,
all the elements and pockets
of society that are affected by
mental illness but not always
addressed. And one of the
ways of doing that is to shift
the way patients pay for care
and the way the state spends
its money.

“We have the nation’s larg-
est Medicaid program and by
any standard measure among
the worst for children,” said
one of the speakers, Alex
Briscoe, co-founder of the
California Children’s Trust
and former director of Ala-
meda County Health Care
Services. “Literally half of all
kids in California qualify for
Medicaid and less than 5% are
on it and less than 3% are on
welfare ... I think the clinical
diagnosis is we suck.”

Still, the news is not all
bad, Briscoe added.

Recent changes in state
laws mean patients no longer
need a diagnosis to access care
in California and all schools
from elementary through to
colleges and universities are
now automatically in the net-
work for all managed care.
Healthcare services now fall
under the same criteria as tra-
ditional physical care, mean-
ing that all mental health pa-
tients are to be treated where
and when needed.

And yet, more work is
needed, especially when it
comes to children. Young
children today, Briscoe and
Insel agreed, bear the brunt
of social media chaos, cell
phone overuse and school
shootings.

“What young people are
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telling us is they don’t feel
safe,” said Briscoe.

Insel agreed, adding that
while the unrealistic expecta-
tions of success and glamour
and wealth have always been
present in society, modern
technology has enhanced
the pressure to achieve the
unachievable.

Discuss Solutions to Crisis

Collaborative care, wrap-
around services for all at-risk
groups not just children and
a continued commitment to
doing more were some of the
solutions discussed during
the forum.

For many of the attendees
including Mary Hekl, the
CEO of Hively, a child and

Jeff Kaskey

With over 40 years in Livermore,

Jeff brings the breadth of

experlence our communlty needs

on the City Council.
Jeff is/has been:

» Leader of the relocation and rehabilitation of the
historic Southern Pacific Train Depot

vVVvVvVvvVvVvVvYVYyYy

family support nonprofit in
Pleasanton, the forum was a
chance to share similar expe-
riences and concerns.

“I have five years of lived
experience (with mental
health issues),” Hekl said.
“And what I am concerned
with is continuity of care. The
systemis so fragmented ... as

City Historic Preservation Commissioner
Technologist and Engineer at the Lawrence Livermore National Lab
Livermore Cultural Arts Council VP

Key participant in 10 startups
Livermore Heritage Guild president, and manager of Hagemann Ranch
Small Business Owner
Livermore Valley Arts Board Member
Asbury Church homeless services volunteer
Livermore Lions Club Board Member

a parent, it is exhausting to
tell the story over and over.
So how do we have a conti-
nuity of care for when clients,
severe or even just mild, are
seeing different providers and
it’s a big problem.”

A video of the full event
will soon be available online
at https://tvnpa.org.

As a collaborative and creative leader,
Jeff has the determination to:

Vote Jeff Kaskey

for City Council District 3

Ad paid for by Candidates That Listen FPPC# 1475128.

www.candidatesthatlisten.com
Not authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate.

Funding Details at www.fppc.ca.qov
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Not just humans enjoyed the annual Pleasanton
Halloween Brew Crawl on Saturday, Oct. 26. The event,
sponsored by the Pleasanton Downtown Association,
gave participants a chance to show off their costuming
skills and sample local beers. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)
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The Biden/Harris admin-
istration has tanked our
economy, national security,
parenting, schooling, etc...
Kamala promises some
changes, but her values
have not changed! I don’t
trust her promises if she
gets elected. She was in
charge as VP to secure the
integrity of our southern
border, and she failed mis-
erably. She also does not
display qualities associated
with a trustworthy, strong
leader, that this country
needs at a time when ene-
mies abroad are menacing
the world’s stability. Don-
ald Trump kept the country
safe, and promises to do the
same if re-elected. He talks
the talk and walks the walk!
He keeps his promises! He
also keeps his friends close
and his enemies even clos-
er! He is my candidate for
the presidency.

Vote for Deena
Sydney Gushman, Livermore

Deena will work tireless-
ly to enhance the experi-
ence of all students in our
school system. She brings
a multi-cultural lens, is a
devoted mother and aunt
to school-age kids, and
also brings experience and
knowledge from owning
multiple small businesses, a
career in the medical field,
collegiate sports and sports
medicine,  philanthropic
work, and handling large
budgets. She is passionate
about education and serv-
ing our students, faculty,
parents, and community.
Deena is a strong believer
in, and living proof of, how
the public education system
can set a student on a path
for success. With your vote,
she knows that together
we can strengthen and ad-
vance our district to ensure
a bright future for our stu-
dents.

| Would Be Honored to
Represent You
Amanda Pepper, Livermore

I’m Amanda Pepper, and
I’'m running for LVJUSD
Board of Trustees. As a
12-year resident of Liver-
more who has had three
students in the District, I
have been deeply involved
in our schools as a class-
room volunteer, PTA board
member, guest lecturer, site
council president, member
of the committee to reopen
the schools during the pan-
demic, and most recently
Vice-Chair of the Commu-
nity Bond Oversight Com-
mittee.

Additionally, 1 have
been: a theatre mom, a
track-and-field mom, a
band mom, a Science
Olympiad mom, a choir
mom, an International
Baccalaureate mom, and
an Advanced Placement
mom. I also have extensive
background in textbook
publishing with insight

into curricula and stan-
dards. I’ve taught summer
classes on Shakespeare
and creative writing as
well.

As a parent, I have suc-
cessfully partnered with
school administrators to
support my students’

needs; I would like to
put that experience to good
use for other parents so that
they and their students feel
seen, heard, and supported.
Schools are in the business
of knowledge and educa-
tion, and I want to support
and further that objective.

I am not a politician, and
the role of trustee is not a
political one. As a member
of the Board of Trustees, I
would be beholden only to
the students, parents, teach-
ers, and staff of the district;
not to any third-parties, par-
tisan organizations, or spe-
cial interest groups. In fact,
my one endorsement has
been from GoodParty.org,
which recognizes me as a
nonpartisan, people-pow-
ered, grassroots candidate
with no political agenda
outside of my desire to be
of service to the district and
its constituents. I would be
honored to represent you.

I encourage you to learn
more about my experience
and goals at amandapep-
perdlivermoreschools.org
or via my Facebook page
facebook.com/amandapep-
perdlivermoreschools or to
reach out directly with any
questions at pepperdliver-
more@gmail.com.

Deena Kaplanis is Not a
Politician
Jacquelyn Sousa, Livermore
Deena Kaplanis is not
a politician. She is kind,
genuine and honest. She
cares about the people, not
just the policies. Even if
she doesn’t agree with ev-
erything you believe, she
is willing to listen to you
with an open mind. If you
don’t personally know her,
I recommend getting to
know her. She is extremely
approachable and attends
most Livermore communi-
ty events. It’s not shocking
that the people that are say-
ing and writing such terri-
ble things about her don’t
even know her. Anyone
who actually knows her
will tell you what a caring
and hard-working human
being she is. Her intentions
are pure and she truly wants
to support Livermore fami-
lies and do what’s best for
our students. She wants our
schools to be a safe place
for our children. She wants
to make sure our hard-
earned money is being al-
located most appropriately
and effectively. She aims to
ensure academic excellence
that reaches all children,
regardless of their abili-
ties, disabilities, gender or
background. As a mom and
teacher who knows Deena,

I can tell you that I trust her
decision making for my
children and for yours.

Compare Harris and
Trump
Ward Kanowsky, Pleasanton

I voted early for Kamala
Harris for President, not the
guy who thinks Hitler had
some good ideas, focuses on
Arnold Palmer’s genitalia,
wants to shoot protestors in
the legs, advocated bleach
as a treatment for COVID,
and who would characterize
me as the “enemy within”
for writing this letter.

But if you’re still an un-
decided voter and the econ-
omy is the issue that moves
you vs. saving our democ-
racy, I’'m not here to argue
with you, but to inform you.
So, let’s compare Harris and
Trump on the economy.

Let’s start with Trump,
where past is prologue. He
wants to extend his 2017
tax cut for the wealthiest
and big corporations and
lower the tax rate even fur-
ther. He has also proposed
a “beautiful” 20% tariff
(another word for tax) on
all imports, which will
cost the typical American
household almost $4,000
per year. On healthcare,
he unsuccessfully tried to
repeal the Affordable Care
Act (Obamacare) in his
first term, and he will do
it again in a second term,
resulting in over 20 mil-
lion Americans losing their
coverage. Medicare bene-
fits would also be cut, and
that $35 cap on insulin we
got under the Biden/Harris
administration — gone. And
please ignore what he says
on these issues when his
mouth is moving — just go
to the blueprint for Trump
2.0: Project 2025.

As for Harris, she wants
to reduce taxes for mid-
dle-class families by ex-
panding the Child Tax Cred-
it, which will put money
back in the pocket of mid-
dle-class families. She also
wants to crack down on big
corporations that jack up
prices, including passing a
law against grocery price
gouging. Other big-tick-
et items in her economic
agenda include expanding
Medicare to cover in-home
care, providing a $25,000
tax credit for first-time
home-buyers, and building
3 million new homes to ad-
dress the housing shortage.
And if you think the current
administration hasn’t done
anything on the economy
post-pandemic, please Goo-
gle American Rescue Plan
and Inflation Reduction Act.

And if you think Trump
won’t be a dictator the
second time around be-
cause he wasn’t a dictator
in his first term, remember
that he still hasn’t accept-
ed the results of the 2020
election, called January 6
“a day of love,” and those
who worked closest with
him during his first term
(John Kelly, Mark Milley,
Mike Pence) have either
called him a fascist or re-
fused to endorse him.

Deena for LVJUSD
School Board

Chantel Antoine, Livermore

As a Livermore resident,
I appreciate our communi-
ty having the opportunity
to vote for someone who
has the best interest for our
children and their families,
someone who believes that
parents should be involved
in their children’s lives and
education. I appreciate her,
making certain to keep the
schools safe while support-
ing the teachers, students
and the staff. This is why
we should vote for Deena
Kaplanis.

Thank you and God bless
America

Vote for Tara Boyce
and Christiaan
VandenHeuvel

Jacob Anderson, Livermore

As a community mem-
ber, teacher, and parent,
I’m writing to express my
enthusiastic support for
Tara Boyce and Christiaan
VandenHeuvel for the LV-
JUSD school board. Their
endorsements by the Liv-
ermore Education Associ-
ation (LEA) reflect their
strong commitment to

Art League Holding Annual Members Show

The Pleasanton Art
League is holding its 17th
annual Fall Members Show
now through Saturday, Dec.
21, in the Firehouse Arts
Center’s Harrington Gallery,

More than 50 works in
varying media are on display.

The gallery, 4444 Rail-
road Ave. in Pleasanton,
is open 10 am. to 5 p.m.,
Wednesday through Friday,
and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturdays.

There will be a reception
and awards ceremony from

1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 26.

There will also be artist
demonstrations on Saturdays
during the exhibition. For a
schedule of demonstrations,
click on “Current Exhibit” at
firchousearts.org.

TUNNEL

(Continued from front page)

Sacramento River near Sac-
ramento to the Bethany Res-
ervoir near Mountain House.

Zone 7 estimated that its
2.2% share of the $20.1 billion
project will total $443 million
in capital costs, plus another
$1.2 million per year for oper-
ations and maintenance.

Proponents describe
the tunnel as a response to
changing weather patterns
that deliver longer droughts
punctuated by bigger and
wetter storms. With the added
transfer capacity of the tunnel,
the California Department of
Water Resources hopes to
capture more water from these
storms for storage.

“We used to have a won-
derful snowpack reservoir in
the sky, which no longer exists
and will no longer exist,”
said Director Sarah Palmer,
referring to the Sierra Nevada
mountains, which supplies
Sacramento River flows when
its snow melts. “We have to be
able to capture the water when
it comes. ... It’s not more wa-
ter; it’s more reliable water.”

Zone 7 depends on water
from the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta for 70 to 90
percent of its supply.

But some Zone 7 board
members still had another in-
frastructure project —the Los
Vaqueros Reservoir expan-
sion— fresh on their minds as
they mulled the Delta Tunnel
investment.

Last month, plans to
expand Los Vaqueros fell
through when the Contra
Costa Water District decided
that the project had become
too expensive. The district
had been among seven agency
partners, including Zone 7,
that had planned to add anoth-
er 115,000 acre-feet of storage
capacity to the reservoir.

Zone 7 had spent about
$800,000 on the project, es-
timated to cost $1.6 billion if
built, in hopes of improving
its supply resiliency.

Referring to the reservoir’s
recent fate, Directors Kathy
Narum and Laurene Green
hesitated on the Delta Tunnel
decision. About half of the
DCP’s 18 member agencies,
including the lead agency, the
Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California (MWD),
have yet to support this phase
of the project.

“I want a seat at the table;
I haven’t seen anything yet to

say, ‘Get out,’ but at the same
time, I don’t want to commit
us,” said Narum. “What’s the
safety net if other people don’t
want to put their money in?”

Resident Kelly Abreu also
urged the Zone 7 board to
wait and see what the other
partners do before committing
its money.

“(MWD) are the leaders,”
said Abreu. “Let them put
their money in and see if you
want to follow.”

Palmer, however, viewed
the project as necessary.

“Zone 7 has always been
on the forefront of doing
things that are innovative and
forward looking,” she said.
“And when we look back at
them, we say, ‘Gee, that was
a really good thing that we
did that.” I think that we are
just continuing on with that
legacy.”

Board President Dennis
Gambs viewed the DCP in-
vestment as even more im-
portant now that Los Vaqueros
was off the table.

Zone 7 staff expect the
DCP’s other agency partners
to decide on their continued
participation before the end
of the year.

PRINCIPAL

(Continued from front page)

a history of making some
decisions over the past that
may not have been in every-
body’s best interest.”

Velez’s promotion
comes shortly after former
principal Francis Rojas
abruptly resigned several
weeks ago just two months
after the new school’s open-
ing. Rojas told The Inde-
pendent that he is unable to
comment on his exit at this
time based on the advice of
his legal counsel.

The announcement of
Rojas’ departure was made
by Chris Funk, DUSD’s su-
perintendent, in a statement
to the district’s families on
Oct. 17.

“Principal Rojas has re-
signed from his position
at Emerald High School,”
said Funk. “This change is
effective immediately.”

Rojas led the student
body at Dublin High School
for two years while con-

struction of the $374 million
high school, the first com-
prehensive high school to
be built in Alameda County
since 1974, was under way.

Lenni Velez

According to a press re-
lease from the district, Velez
began her teaching career
at Dublin High in 2005 as
a math teacher and was
later named to the assistant
principal role. Velez served
as an assistant principal at
Dublin High School for six
years before transitioning to

the same role at the recently
opened Emerald High.

“Being able to reward
the hard work and dedica-
tion of a staff member who
has been with us for nearly
two decades, is extremely
gratifying,” Funk said in a
statement. “Lenni’s dedica-
tion, experience, and deep
understanding of our school
district, and the Emerald
High community, make her
the ideal candidate for this
position ... We are confi-
dent that her leadership will
continue to elevate Emerald
High and foster a positive
and supportive learning
environment.”

Velez thanked the board
for her appointment at the
Oct. 22 meeting.

“I am looking forward to
leading with pride and integ-
rity and to continuing the
work that has already been
started there” at Emerald,
she said.

BART

(Continued from front page)

Joseph Grecar

BART board. I can’t under-
stand that. Is she going to
quit being a BART director
in three and a half years?”
Grcear also questioned
Hernandez’s position on
Alameda County Supervisor
David Haubert’s staff both
during her time as mayor
and as a BART director.
“(Haubert) wanted a vote
on the BART board, and he
wanted to continue running
the city of Dublin back when
he left,” said Grear. “I mean,
that is corruption and he’s
doing it.”
Haubert served as Dublin’s
mayor from 2014 to 2020.
Grcear believes that a
system to gradually furlough
non-essential (BART) em-
ployees when revenues fall
should have been imple-
mented “a long time ago.”
“I think there’s a lot of
room that they could re-
duce staff in these times
when revenue is down, and
it wouldn’t really hurt the

service,” said Grear. “I don’t
want to cut service at all.”

He has also proposed
charging corporations the
cost of their employees’
commutes on BART.

“What those compa-
nies in San Francisco are
doing is they’re taking
advantage of the people
in Alameda County, who
pay this tax money to keep
the BART system going,”
said Grecar.

Grecar said he would wel-
come a regional tax as long
as the increase did not apply
to Alameda County.

“Alameda has been pay-
ing more than our fair share
for BART for a long time
and I’m not willing to do
anymore,” he said.

Grecar is also running for
three more positions in the
general election: Chabot-
Las Positas Community
College District Board of
Trustees, Castro Valley
Sanitary District Board of
Directors, and the Hayward
Area Recreation and Park
Board of Directors.

Melissa Hernandez

Hernandez, who did not
respond to requests for an
interview, said on her web-
site that part of the system’s
ridership declines can be
attributed to a lack of a sense
of safety.

“Creating a safe environ-
ment requires a combination
of solutions,” Hernandez

Melissa Hernandez

wrote. “We need well de-
ployed uniformed person-
nel, including those in the
Ambassador program. We
also need to be smarter
about deploying mental
health resources.”

In addition, she lists
stronger fiscal management
and accountability, and a
diversified revenue stream
as other ways to shore up
the agency’s finances.

“Focusing our resources
on reliability and afford-
ability and being strategic
on appropriate, commu-
nity-serving smart growth
around transit stations can
accomplish these goals,” she
continued.

Hernandez pointed to her
time on the Alameda County
Transportation Commission
as an example of her over-
sight of tax funds.

“I will continue to be a
fiscal watchdog in making
decisions on the BART bud-
get,” said Hernandez.
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People were given a chance to spread their creative wings during the annual Pleasanton
Halloween Brew Crawl, which occurred Saturday evening, Oct. 26. Participants sampled
more than 30 local brews and flitted from one participating bar or restaurant to another,
enjoying live music and other Halloween activities. The event was sponsored by the
Pleasanton Downtown Association. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

MAILBOX
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both students and teachers.
Both Tara and Christiaan
have demonstrated a focus
on creating the best learn-
ing environment for all.

Tara Boyce’s deep under-
standing of the challenges
facing teachers comes from
her years of experience in
education. Her advoca-
cy for innovative learning
solutions and collaboration
with students, parents, and
educators will help ensure
Livermore schools remain
spaces where students
thrive.

Christiaan VandenHeu-
vel brings a wealth of expe-
rience as a substitute teach-
er and PTSA president,
paired with a strong ded-
ication to giving students
the education they deserve.
Many in our community
have spoken with Chris-
tiaan, and he has assured
us that his personal faith
will not influence his re-
sponsibilities on the school
board. He is committed to
supporting all students and
fostering an inclusive envi-
ronment.

Both Tara and Chris-
tiaan are passionate about
supporting teachers and
students alike. I encour-
age my fellow community
members to vote for these
candidates who priori-
tize the well-being of our
schools and community.

Do Not Let Us Return
to the Dark Ages of Book
Banning

B.J. Reynolds-Koonce,
Livermore

Deena Kaplanis, a can-
didate for the LVJUSD
School Board, expresses her
views on her website:

What is your stance on
book banning?

“...Recently, it has come
to my attention that some
schools have included ex-
plicit material, which rais-
es concerns. This content
should be carefully re-
viewed, and it is essential
for parents to engage in
open conversations with
their children at home to
guide them on what is ap-
propriate to view....”

However, in a question-
naire from Real Impact, dis-
tributed exclusively to her
Christian supporters, Kapla-
nis went further:

Do you support a policy
to enforce the removal of
books and materials that
contain sexually explicit
content? Kaplanis: Support

On her website, Kaplanis
also addressed her connec-
tion with Moms for Liberty:

Are you a Member of
Mom’s [sic] For Liberty?

“No and what exactly is
that? Isn’t that an east cost
[sic] thing?”’

Despite her claim of un-
familiarity with the group,
Kaplanis shares similar

objectives with Moms for
Liberty.

This raises important
questions for voters:

1. Why is Kaplanis en-
gaging in a covert campaign
with Christian supporters?

2. Is she aware that Dis-
trict Policy 6163.1 already
ensures that school librar-
ies only provide age-ap-
propriate materials? https://
simbli.eboardsolutions.
com/Policy/ViewPolicy.
aspx?S=36030508&rev-
id=EKjC88paKNslsh-
N6ifVOBQIRw=—=&p-
tid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl-
6WXhfiOQ=—=&se-
cid=ruE8yj8gaZHBKL-
JNHWmKZw==&P-
G=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false

“Complaints  regarding
the appropriateness of li-
brary materials shall be ad-
dressed using the district’s
procedures for complaints
regarding instructional ma-
terials.”

3. Is Kaplanis aware of the
implications of California’s
AB 1078 law, which prohib-
its book bans in schools and
allows penalties for districts
that fail to provide inclusive
instructional materials?

https://www.gov.
ca.gov/2023/09/25/califor-
nia-bans-book-bans-and-
textbook-censorship-in-
schools/

“AB 1078 provides the
Superintendent of Public
Instruction the authority
to...assess a financial pen-

alty if a school board will-
fully chooses to not provide
sufficient standards-aligned
instructional materials for
students. The law also pro-
hibits school boards from
banning instructional ma-
terials or library books on
the basis that they provide
inclusive and diverse per-
spectives in compliance
with state law.”

4. Do voters understand
the potential legal risks Ka-
planis might introduce to
the district if elected?

Age-appropriate  books
from eighth grade onward
are important for educat-
ing students about healthy
relationships, consent, and
the complexities of human
development. These topics
help young people navigate
real-life situations, pro-
mote understanding, and
foster open communica-
tion. Banning such books
limits access to valuable,
diverse perspectives, sti-
fles intellectual growth,
and prevents students from
learning about topics criti-
cal to their emotional and
social well-being in a safe,
guided environment.

Do not let us return to
the dark ages of book ban-
ning — vote for Tara Boyce
and Christiaan VandenHeu-
vel!

Before You Vote for
Anything

Jan Brovont, Livermore

Take some time and do
some good research.

Remember whether it is
City Council, or the Pres-
ident of the United States,
this is going to have an ef-
fect on you, your children
and grandchildren, maybe
a huge effect. Don’t wor-
ry about what they wear or
how they look. Like I said
before, it is not a beau-
ty pageant. Look at what
they have done, what they
have tried to do, and what
they say they are going to
do. Do they stick with their
decisions or change their
minds? Not what sex they
are or hair or skin color.
Those don’t make a dif-
ference in how someone
thinks and what they be-
lieve and do. We need to
stop illegals from entering
for many reasons; why do
they want to come here?
A better life? Because they
are a terrorist? Fleeing le-
gal issues in their country?
Being paid to come here?

To keep out of prison in
their own country? Best to
close our borders and send
the illegals back and re-
quire them to come to our
country the correct way.
(That must make people
who came legally really
upset that we are letting in
so many illegal people.)

We need to get our coun-
try safe and get the econo-
my in better shape; locally
and nationally. Prices of
things are going to break
our country’s back. Think
smart when you vote.

Kaplanis for All Students
Jack McCubbin, Livermore

As 30+ year residents of
Livermore, our family has
seen significant change in
the district, some positive
and some not. Our three
adult children who each are
products of LVUSD have
varying experiences, yet
moved on to achieve ad-
vanced degrees and mean-
ingful careers. However,
the district has changed
and needs new leaders.
Too many fear-based opin-
ions posted herein are just
that — opinions without
merit. The fact is, LVUSD
needs leaders who put the
entire student body first.
Deena will put all children
first. A vote for Deena is a
vote for every child and the
community as a whole.

Vote for Christiaan
VandenHeuvel
Mickey Kundert, Livermore

In support of Christiaan
VandenHeuvel’s candidacy
for the Livermore School
Board and partially in re-
sponse to Jeff Saragusa’s
letter of Oct. 24, I'd like
to offer my experience and
support of Christiaan.

My husband, myself
and our two children and
daughter-in-law, as well
as siblings and other rela-
tives, are products of Liv-
ermore Schools and par-
ticularly, Livermore High.
My husband and I continue
to live in Livermore, and
we all have a special inter-
est in the function and suc-
cess of the school board.

I worked for the school
district, primarily at the
district office from 1970 to
1979 and substituted occa-
sionally thereafter. 1 feel I
have a good sense of what a
good board member should
represent. Christiaan Van-

Christian Youth Theater to Present ‘Sound

The Tri-Valley chapter
of Christian Youth Theater
(CYT) will present the “The
Sound of Music” at the Bank-
head Theater in Livermore
the first two weekends in
November.

Christian Youth Theater
1s a nationwide after-school
theater arts program for
students ages 4-18 and the
largest youth theater pro-
gram in the country.

CYT Tri-Valley is the resi-

dent youth theater program at
the Bankhead Theater.

“The Sound of Music,” the
Tony Award-winning musical
by Richard Rodgers and Os-
car Hammerstein, debuted on
Broadway in 1959, with Mary
Martin in the role of Maria, a
young woman who takes a
job as governess to the von
Trapp family in Austria on the
eve of World War II.

Julie Andrews portrayed
Maria in the 1965 mov-

ie version, which earned
five Academy Awards and
remains one of the high-
est-grossing musicals
ever, best known for such
melodies as “Do-Re-Mi,”
“My Favorite Things,” and
“Climb Ev’ry Mountain.”
Both the movie and the
musical were based on “The
Story of the Trapp Family
Singers,” a 1949 memoir
written by Maria von Trapp,
who married the children’s

widowed naval commander
father.

Two separate casts of local
youths will split the eight per-
formances at the Bankhead,
with Paige Panfilio and Rosie
Gilles portraying Maria.

Evening shows are sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on Friday, Nov.
1, Saturday, Nov. 2, Friday,
Nov. 8, and Saturday, Nov.
9, with matinees scheduled
for 2 p.m. on Saturday, Nov.
2, Sunday, Nov. 3, Saturday,

Entries Sought for Hometown Holiday Parade

Pleasanton is inviting
community groups to sub-
mit entries for the 2024
Hometown Holiday Cele-
bration parade, to be held at
5 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 7.

Parade entry applica-
tions can be submitted on-
line at hometownholiday.

Specializing in Fireplaces that
beautify your home for over

23585 Conneclicut Street, Unit 15, Hayward

com and must be submitted
by Monday, Dec. 2.

The city is also accept-
ing applications for vol-
unteers.

Volunteers must be at
least 14 and will be involved
in setting up, decorating,
and taking down stages and

40 years!

B —

M-F 9-5, Sal 10-4

51Q 471.5601

as parade marshals.

In addition, the city will
hold auditions for parade
announcers from 6 p.m. to
7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov.
7, and Wednesday, Nov.
13, at the Firehouse Arts
Center. Announcers must
be at least 16.

Gas & Wood Fireplaces
Gas, Wood & Pellet Inserts
Free-Standing Stoves
Sales & Installation of our Products Only

s

Tired of no burn days?

JerrysFireplaces.com

11.03.2024

To request an audi-
tion, go to hometownhol-
iday.com.

LIVERMORE VALLEY
arts——

of Music’

Nov. 9, and Sunday, Nov. 10.

Tickets are $30 and are
available online at liver-
morearts.org.

denHeuvel would be an ex-
cellent addition to the board.
I had the pleasure of
working with him for about
10 years at Cornerstone
Fellowship and was able
to observe and experience
his concern and care for
everyone — staff and con-
gregation members. He
consistently made time to
counsel and advise any-
one who needed him. His
management skills were
direct, effective and always
respectful. He and his wife
Kristina and their family,
as a team, offered positivity
and support to everyone
Christiaan is a man of
integrity, intelligence,
caring and open commu-
nication. His position at
Cornerstone and the gen-
eral nature of his job gives
him constant contact with
parents and students, as
well as ongoing interac-
tion with staff and man-
agement. Working in an
environment that requires
transparency can be chal-
lenging — he never failed
to be open and reliable
and available for any type
of discussion. I have nev-
er once heard of his mis-
treatment or disrespect of
anyone at any time. If such
an incident ever occurred,
I’m sure it was a one-time
event, an aberration.
Education has always
been of great value to our
family and to our commu-
nity. We are still a commu-
nity of laboratories, vine-
yards and farms. We need
the skills, talents and trans-
parency of a representative
like Christiaan. He will be
studied and well informed
of the situations and agen-
das before him. He’ll make
certain to be available to
hear the concerns of par-
ents, students and staff.
When the time comes for
decisions, he will do so
with honorable intent to do
the right thing to continue
providing the quality level
of education our commu-
nity demands and deserves
from the School Board.
I encourage you to vote
for Christiaan Vanden-

Heuvel.

lumbing
Company

Livermore, CA
(925) 371-5671

davidreed@dareedplumbing.com
Lic #601931

Serving
The Tri-Valley
Since 1960

DIWALI: FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

11AM-3PM

VLG ININE TS|

AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING
WE SERVICE ALL MAJOR BRANDS!

Residential & Commercial

Lic. #253756

celebhrations;

BANKHEAD PLAZA 2400 FIRST STREET LIVERMORE
FREE FAMILY FRIENDLY

Learn more LivermoreArts.org | 925.373.6800

Sponsored in part by:

W7 Las posimas

 fnagpendent




16 The Independent ¢ OCTOBER 31, 2024

www.independentnews.com

Foothill DECA Hosts
Minicon Competition

More than 200 first-year
competitors from six high
schools participated in the
annual Tri Valley Minicon,
hosted by the Foothill High
School DECA program in
Pleasanton on Thursday,
Oct. 17.

DECA is a program for
high school and college
students who are interested
in careers in marketing, fi-
nance, hospitality and man-
agement.

The student-led Foothill
DECA program is one of

nearly 4,000 high school
chapters nationwide whose
members participate in lo-
cal, state and national com-
petitions.

The Minicon competition
for new members included
a 50-question exam and a
role-playing task to pitch
a new business concept.
This was the first time that
Foothill DECA expanded
Minicon to include students
from Amador Valley, Grana-
da, Dublin, and Quarry Lane
high schools.

The annual Tri-Valley Minicon,

N .

hosted by the Foothill High School DECA chapter, dre

w more than 200 first-year
competitors. DECA supports students interested in finance and marketing. (Photo courtesy of Foothill DECA)

WINERY

(Continued from front page)

Avaanti Vineyards is looking to develop a new winery in the center of an existing

vineyard near Reuss and Tesla roads. (Image courtesy of Avaanti Vineyards)

winery, a tasting room and
shop, a restaurant, and a
200-person event center for
corporate and social events.

The plan also includes
an eight-acre, 242-space
parking lot, a nine-hole golf
course and putting green,
and a nearly 9,500-square-
foot, two-story, 10-bedroom
single-family home with a
pool that will be rented out
during events.

“This is a massive project
with buses busing people into
our neighborhood,” resident
Chip Anderson told the panel.
“We are all neighbors here. We
all know each other. And now
we’re going to be looking at
this monstrosity outside the
front of our houses.”

The site is located with-
in Alameda County’s East

County Area Plan (ECAP),
designated as Large Parcel
Agriculture. The proposal,
a county report said, meets
ECAP requirements for the
sizes of the buildings and
floor-area ratio, but residents
argued the 10-bedroom res-
idence was actually a com-
mercial hotel being dropped
into their neighborhood.
The ECAP, part of the
county’s general plan, in-
cludes caps on commercial
development in the unincor-
porated parts of the county.
Those limits, last updated
in 2019, include 154 hotel
rooms in a maximum of 25
bed-and-breakfast establish-
ments (which are defined as
having no more than 14 guest
rooms). Commercial space is
likewise capped at 180,000

square feet for the planning
area, of which no more than
100,000 square feet may be
used for purposes ancillary to
wine production. The ECAP
allows for larger destination
attractions, such as a wine
museum or a resort hotel,
but they would still be bound
by the upper limits for the
entire area.

The ECBZA board hasn’t
determined if or how much
of those totals the Avaanti
Winery project — either
guest rooms, restaurant
space, or non-winery usage
such as the golf course —
would use.

“I’m opposed to a project
of this scale,” said Marilyn
Russell, a 50-year-resident.
“This is enormous. It just
really changes the whole at-

mosphere of where we are.”

Cheryl Perry told the pan-
el that residents raised the
concern about groundwater
supplies for a site expected to
draw 180,000 visitors a year.

“For those of you who
may not know, we all live
on well water,” Perry said.
“I feel like they’re putting
everybody out there at risk
for a water shortage.”

Perry and others also cit-
ed concern over the millions
of gallons of wastewater the
site will create that must
be pumped into the septic
system, along with increased
traffic on the already-busy
Tesla Road.

“I think the residents on
that street don’t deserve to
have their rural agriculture
lifestyle driven by this type
of development,” Perry
said. “We truly don’t know
how many toilets, sinks
and water items there are
on the plan. It just says
restroom.”

Several residents de-
manded the county conduct
an environmental impact
report according to the Cali-
fornia Environmental Qual-
ity Act to determine the
project’s effect on the sur-
rounding area, as well as on
wildlife. In an email to The
Independent, resident Ali-
son Nakagawa noted that to

this point, no environmental
review is being required by
the county.

“This is not just about
one project, while personally
important to me, but more
about the disruption of bal-
ance between urban growth
or expansion and uphold-
ing our agricultural history,
preservation of land, values
and quality of life for all of
Livermore residents, rural
and all,” Nakagawa wrote.

During the board’s dis-
cussion, ECBZA Vice Chair
Lori Souza said she wanted
to know more about the size
of the house, which she said
appeared to be for com-
mercial and not residential
use, as required by the area
plans. Souza also questioned
whether there were adequate
water supplies to support
the facility following a sev-
en-year drought, and wheth-
er the proposal met ECAP
requirements to primarily
be a wine operation, because
of'its golf course and events
center. The 1993 South Liv-
ermore Valley Area Plan
(SLVAP), she said, requires
60% of the project to be a
wine operation.

“You’d have to have a lot
of wine production in order
for this event center to be
subordinate to the wine pro-
duction,” Souza said.

Imhof questioned the traf-
fic predicted for Tesla Road
and the proprietors’ plan to
bus people into the site. He
likened buses to increased
trucking on the route. Imhof
also said he doubted whether
the project met Measure D’s
floor-area ratio requirements
for the size of the buildings
and golf course, and sug-
gested the developers redo
their math.

The architect, Wood, said
he hoped the project will be
supported because the area’s
wineries are struggling. He
was open to making changes.

“We don’t want to alien-
ate the neighbors,” Wood
said. “T know that this sounds
like an overwhelming project
for the neighbors. It may
be finding the right balance
in terms of being a good
neighbor.

Board Chair Derek Eddy
asked the developers to re-
turn with responses to res-
idents’ and panelists’ con-
cerns at the ECBZA meeting
in January.

“I think that we are a little
ahead of ourselves,” Eddy
said. “Whether it’s a good
product or a bad product is
not really the issue. It’s the
feasibility of this project.
And there’s a lot of questions
and answers that we all need
to hear.”

SANDIA

(Continued from front page)

nia site has evolved over
75 years to include ground-
breaking achievements in
computing, automobile effi-
ciency, climate change and
cybersecurity, in addition
to our focus on nuclear de-
terrence that has made the
world safer year after year.
Our senior staff who worked
on many of these efforts, as
well as the 40% of our staff
who have been here less
than five years, deserve rec-
ognition for the depth and
breadth of Sandia’s work for
which they are responsible.”

A time capsule, which
was buried on the site in
1999 on the lab’s 50th anni-
versary, was opened during
the celebration. According
to Michael Langley, corpo-
rate communications spe-
cialist for Sandia National
Laboratories, California,
items uncovered included
a site staff photo; video
recordings of a town hall
from 1999; a spark plug

outfitted with fiber optic
cables designed to see
what was happening during
automobile engine firing; a
Motorola flip phone and a
Palm Pilot; a motherboard
developed by Sandia that
turned out to be safe from
feared damage from the
Y2K bug; plans for Sand-
ia’s Livermore site; various
articles of clothing with
50th Anniversary brand-
ing; and newspapers and
magazines from that year.

Sandia National Labora-
tories was first established in
Albuquerque, New Mexico,
in 1949. The California lab
was founded a few years
later in 1956 with just 15
employees on the previous
site of Naval Air Station
Livermore, directly across
East Avenue from the Uni-
versity of California Radia-
tion Laboratory — known
today as the Lawrence Liv-
ermore National Laboratory.

Led by then-President

James W. McRae, personnel
from Albuquerque, New
Mexico, were brought to
Livermore to work along-
side their colleagues at Law-
rence Livermore Lab to
develop nuclear weapons
that employed hydrogen
fusion in their detonation,
according to Sandia’s web-
site. That work continues to
this day. Sandia’s primary
mission to ensure the safety,
security and reliability of the
U.S. nuclear arsenal — and
support the nation’s deter-
rence policy — relies on its
close work with Lawrence
Livermore.

Mcllroy reflected on
Sandia’s impact as a nation-
al security and engineering
laboratory with a unique
place in history: “The nation
counts on us to address its
most difficult security chal-
lenges by applying the latest
science to produce fully en-
gineered, fieldable systems
that can help protect our

national interests,” he said.
“The nation faces multiple
challenges, including two
peer nuclear adversaries and
the issues of mitigating and

adapting to climate change.
Sandia scientists and en-
gineers create solutions to
these and other challenges
that will be realized both in

the near term and in com-
ing decades — solutions
that also help maintain the
economic strength of the
nation.”

Staff at Sandia National Labs in Livermore view the contents of a time capsule opened
to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the lab. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

BANDS

(Continued from front page)

Reyes explained that it
was the incredible vision of
Foothill High School’s first
band director, Bob Moore-
field, who held the position
for 41 years before retiring

in 2009. Moorefield was
this year’s Grand Marshal.

“But he had a difficult
challenge because it was
such a new concept,” Reyes
said. It took the police and

the city council a while to
understand what the review
would entail. “There was
some understandable push-
back, like, ‘What is this?
What does this mean for our

The 50th Annual Foothill Band Review brought dozens of marching bands to Pleasanton
on Saturday, Oct. 26, where they marched down Main Street. Field shows were held
at Foothill High later that day and into the evening. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

town? What’s the impact?’
And all that.”

It has become one of the
few true downtown parades
left in the Bay Area, Reyes
said, which is part of the
draw for the spectators and
participants.

But in those early days
they couldn’t even have the
field competition at Foot-
hill High, where it is now,
because the football field
hadn’t been completed yet.
Everything had to be done at
the Pleasanton Fairgrounds.
And parents would go out to
pick up garbage downtown
at2 a.m. because they didn’t
want anyone to have a nega-
tive perception of the parade
or the band review.

“So we’re very grateful
to all those parents back in
the day that were part of
that vision, but also now
it’s just incredible to be a
part of a parent community

like that, and as humble
stewards of that tradition.”

They say it takes a village,
and in 2024, these passion-
ate parents practically built
one for a day that started
before sunrise for some and
ended as late as 10:30 p.m.
The parking lots of Amador
Valley and Foothill High
Schools were transformed
into small communities
with little pup tents, food
vendors and parents with
makeshift kitchens set up to
serve hordes of hungry teens.
The expanse of asphalt was
crammed with Penske trail-
ers, flatbeds, and school bus-
es with kids from cities like
Antioch, Santa Cruz, Ameri-
can Canyon and, in previous
years, as far away as Nevada
and Oregon. Local Tri-Valley
schools included Dublin’s
Wells Middle School, who
are so good they compete
at a very high level along-

side the high school bands
and have a loyal following.
Each band had their own
army of parents helping with
uniforms, instruments and
nourishment.

“There’s all these little,
tiny details that every single
parent is mindful of,” Reyes
said. “It’s all about creating
an incredible experience
for our kids, whatever it
may be.”

One parent was seen
darting in and out of a row of
sweaty uniform-clad teens
with a squeeze-bottle of
water like a football coach.

Reyes said of the
50-year-old band review,
“It’s one of those tradi-
tions that goes well beyond
Pleasanton because a lot of
schools remember it and
look forward to it and are
part of it and there’s alumni
who have loved it and have
the memory of being here.”
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Livermore Youth Counseling Program Receives Award for Excellence

Horizons Family Coun-
seling, a division of the
Livermore Police Depart-
ment, has received the
Helen Putnam Award for
Excellence in Intergovern-
mental Collaboration from
the League of California
Cities for its work with
the Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District.

Established in 1973,
Horizons Family Coun-

seling offers on campus
counseling for students
and their families from
elementary school through
high school. The program
also offers mental health
workshops and support
services and operates as
a diversion program for
youths arrested for minor
offenses.

“Horizons Family
Counseling is a beacon of

OBITUARIES

hope for our community,
providing critical mental
health support to our youth
and families at a time
when it is most needed,”
said Livermore Mayor
John Marchand.
Marchand added that
the League of Califor-
nia Cities award “under-
scores the power of col-
laboration in addressing
mental health challenges

and demonstrates how
partnerships with schools
and local government can
lead to meaningful, lasting
change.”

The counseling pro-
gram serves hundreds of
students annually, accord-
ing to the city, and works
closely with school staff
and law enforcement to
“foster resilience among
youth and reduce the stig-

ma surrounding mental
health.”

The Helen Putnam
Awards for Excellence rec-
ognize cities for innovative
and effective programs.
The Intergovernmental
Collaboration award spe-
cifically recognizes pro-
grams that demonstrate
cooperation among cities,
counties, schools, and spe-
cial districts to serve chil-

dren and families.

The award was an-
nounced at the League of
California Cities’ Annual
Conference and Expo in
Long Beach earlier this
month and presented to the
Livermore City Council
this week.

To view a video about
the Horizons Family
Council program, go to
tinyurl.com/yradkh3p.

Celebration of Life

George Edward Madden,
born May 21, 1946, in Oak
Harbor, Washington, passed
away on Sept. 23, 2024.
He moved to Livermore in
1963 and graduated from
Livermore High School in
1965. In 1966, he married
his high school sweetheart,
and together they had two
daughters.

George was a proud
member of the NRA, Good
Guys, NHRA, and West
Coast Pro Gas. He had a
deep love for cars, partic-
ularly hot rods and drag
racing, with his pride and

George Edward Madden

May 21, 1946 — Sept. 23, 2024

of 58 years, Kathy Madden,
his children Shelley Brooks
(Lonnie) and Jenny Mad-
den (John), and his grand-
children Amanda Hughes
(Travis), Brandon Brooks
(Kayla), Brittany Brooks
(Daylan), Blaine Brooks
(Aidan), Chance Brooks,
and Avery Silva. He also
leaves behind great-grand-
children Ryland, Graysen,
River, Haidyn, and Brynlee,
and his brother Mike Mad-
den. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Eddie
and Sally Madden, and his
sister Becky.

joy being his 1966 Nova race car. Known
for his extensive knowledge of cars,
George was admired and respected in the
car community.

Family was everything to George, and he
shared an amazing bond with his grandchil-
dren. He will be deeply missed by his family
and friends. George is survived by his wife

A celebration of George’s life will be
held on Nov. 2 at 1 p.m. at the Elks Lodge,
940 Larkspur Dr., Livermore, California,
94551.

Callaghan Mortuary is honored to be
serving the Madden family. An online
guestbook is available for condolences at
www.callaghanmortuary.com.

Eva Jean Walker Farm-
er, beloved mother, grand-
mother, sister, and friend,
passed away on October
25, 2024, at the age of 8§9.
Born on Dec. 31, 1934, in
Cheatham County, Tennes-
see, she was a radiant source
of love and strength through-
out her life. Eva Jean dedicat-
ed herself to her family, rais-
ing her two sons, Harry Farm-
er Jr. and Anthony Farmer,
while lovingly caring for her
late husband, Harry Farmer.
Known for her unwavering
support and nurturing spirit,
she created a warm and lov-
ing home. A savvy investor,
Eva Jean expertly managed
her finances to ensure her
family’s security. She was
also an avid collector and
a devoted volunteer in her
community. She is survived
by her brother, James Murriel
Walker; her sons, Harry and

Eva Jean Walker Farmer
Dec. 31,1934 - Oct. 25, 2024

Anthony; her six grandchil-
dren — Brenna Jean, Kirsten,
Andrew, William, Matthew,
and Lucien — and her 11
great-grandchildren, who
brought her immense joy
and pride. Family gatherings
were filled with laughter and
love as she reveled in watch-
ing the children play. Eva
Jean devoted 47 years to vol-

unteering at the Valley Me-
morial Auxiliary Thrift Shop,
where she formed lasting
connections and positively
impacted her community. Her
compassion and willingness
to help others were evident as
she organized events to bring
people together.

A celebration of Eva Jean’s
life will be held on Nov. 1,
2024, at 2 p.m. at Asbury
Methodist Church, where she
was an active member. Her
legacy will be honored and
cherished by all who knew
her. Eva Jean Farmer will
be deeply missed, but her
spirit and determination will
live on in the hearts of those
she touched, a testament to
a life well lived. Callaghan
Mortuary is honored to be
serving the Farmer family. An
online guestbook is available
for condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.

Celebration of Life

Donald Lew Seilhymer

Judith Fisher Dailey—
Judy to her family and
friends—died July 26 of heart
failure at her apartment in
the Hyde Park neighborhood
of Chicago, Illinois. She was
two days short of her 94th
birthday.

Proud to be a third-genera-
tion Californian, she was born
in the Southern California
suburb of Lennox and grew up
in the small San Joaquin Val-
ley town of Coalinga, midway
between San Francisco and
Los Angeles. She attended
the Coalinga public schools
and graduated in 1948 from
Coalinga High School, where
her academic achievements
earned her life membership
in the California Scholarship
Federation.

During her childhood and
teenage years, she enjoyed
camping and fishing in the
Sierra with her parents, Lyle
and Dolly Fisher, and worked
summers as a housekeeper
and a table and soda fountain
server for The Pines resort
at Bass Lake, near Yosemite
National Park. An outstanding
young pianist, she led her own
swing-era dance combo and
also played the cello in her
high school orchestra.

In 1952, she earned a
bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion from Stanford Universi-

Judith Fisher Dailey
July 28, 1930 - July 26, 2024

ty, where she met her future
husband, Bill Dailey. They
were married later that year
and remained so until Bill’s
death in 2016. Living first in
San Francisco and Hayward,
they eventually settled in
Livermore, where the Dailey
family operated a Chevrolet
and Buick dealership. She
and her husband raised three
children, Scott Dailey of
Kent, Washington; Laura
Dailey Hanley of Torrance,
California; and Jane Dailey
of Chicago.

While in Livermore, Judy
was a homemaker and ac-
tive community volunteer,
especially for the Mulberry
Branch fundraising auxiliary
of Children’s Hospital Medi-
cal Center of Northern Cali-
fornia (now part of UCSF Be-

nioff Children’s Hospitals).
She also loved to entertain.
Every summer, she and Bill
threw a big band dance par-
ty, where they cut the carpet
(more often, the back deck)
in elegant fashion. She and
Bill retired to Kihei, Maui,
for 16 years before moving
in 2014 to assisted living near
their daughter, Jane. Before
leaving the mainland, the
couple endowed a scholar-
ship for women’s athletics at
Stanford, where Bill spent the
second half of his career as a
development officer.

Judy was an enthusiastic
all-around sports fan, and
her tailgate fare at Stanford
football games was legendary.
Football, baseball, basketball,
tennis, golf: she loved them
all. After moving to Chicago
in her mid-80s, she mastered
the ins and outs of hockey
and became a dedicated fan
of the Chicago Blackhawks
of the NHL.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, five grandchildren, three
step-grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren. Dona-
tions in Judy’s memory may
be made to the Judy and Bill
Dailey Athletic Scholarship
at Stanford University and
UCSF Benioff Children’s
Hospitals. A private memorial
is planned.

Rebecca “Becky” Rogers,
beloved wife, mother, sister,
and friend, passed away on Oct.
17, 2024, after a courageous
battle with pancreatic cancer.
She faced her illness with the
same spirit and determination
that characterized her vibrant
life.

Born to Louise and Patrick
Gray in 1967, Becky grew up
in Livermore, California, where
she attended Granada High
School. She lived in Livermore
for most of her life before
moving to Idaho, where she
enjoyed her early retirement
on a charming farm, nurturing
her love for animals and the
outdoors.

Becky was known for her
boisterous laugh and infectious
sense of humor that could light
up any room. She cherished her
family, leaving behind her hus-
band, Dan Rogers, with whom
she shared 42 beautiful years,
and her two children, Jessica

Rebecca Lynn Rogers
Aug. 13,1967 - Oct. 17, 2024

Thibault and Dakota Rogers.
A wonderful mother and wife,
she was also a loving sister to
Melissa Gray and Andrew Rob-
erts-Gray, and a beloved aunt
to many nieces and nephews,
who will carry her memory in
their hearts forever. Becky also
cherished her two dogs, Hazel
and Gretchen, who brought her
much joy and companionship.

Her passion for adventure
drove her to explore life to the

fullest, traveling to places like
Alaska, Costa Rica, Mexico,
and various parts of the U.S.,
with a special fondness for her
favorite destination, Hawaii.
Alongside her love for travel,
she embraced motorcycle/dirt
bike riding, hiking, caring for
animals, and crafting, all of
which allowed her to express
her vibrant spirit. Whether she
was traversing a scenic trail or
making something beautiful,
her enthusiasm for life inspired
everyone around her.

Becky’s legacy will live
on through her family and the
countless lives she touched
with her laughter and love. She
will be deeply missed by all
who knew her.

An intimate celebration
of her life will be held at a
later date. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests donations
be made to Colorado Animal
Rescue — Glenwood Springs,
Colorado, in Becky’s honor.

Donald “Don” Lew Seil-
hymer, 89, passed away
at his home in Goodyear,
Arizona, on Oct. 11, 2024.
He is in the loving arms of
his Lord and Savior, Jesus.
Don was born on March
16, 1935, in San Francisco,
California, to Charles and
Frances (Martinis) Seilhym-
er and was the eldest brother
to three siblings.

While he was still very
young, the family moved to
Danville, Illinois, where he
spent several years of his
childhood. They later moved
back to California in 1947
and eventually settled in Emeryville where
his parents owned and operated Nell’s Café.
He attended Emeryville High School and
graduated in June 1953.

After high school, he enlisted in the
Army and attended basic training in Fort
Ord, California in July 1954. Don served as
a Military Policeman, assigned to duty in
Austria and France. While assigned to the
Military Police Detachment in Paris, he met
his future wife Judith (Judy) Arlene Derbin
whose father was also stationed in Paris as a
Warrant Officer in the Army. Don and Judy
became acquainted through friends, and
then one night while on a hayride in Paris
their relationship blossomed into romance
and the rest is history. Judy’s father was
reassigned to the Presidio Army base in
San Francisco, but Don and Judy remained
committed romantic pen pals.

When Don’s enlistment ended in June
1957, he moved back to the Bay Area to be
near family and Judy. On May 29, 1958,
he and Judy married. They lived for a short
time in Oakland and then bought a home in
the fledgling community of Dublin, Califor-
nia, in 1961. He was employed at Golden
Plastics Fabrication in Oakland where he
would become the shop foreman and work
for 40 years until his retirement in 2000.
Don and Judy raised four children in Dublin
and lived there until September 2021 when
they sold their home of 60 years and moved
to Goodyear, Arizona.

Don volunteered his time in Dublin Lit-
tle League Baseball as both a team manager
and an umpire. He was deeply committed
and involved in Scouting as a Cub Scout

March 16, 1935 - Oct. 11, 2024

Pack Leader and a Boy
Scout Master for Troop
427 in Dublin. He had a
deep love and appreciation
for the outdoors and nature
and enjoyed sharing this
with his Scouts and with his
family through many hikes
and backpacking trips in the
mountains of California.
Don was also an avid bowl-
er and spent many years
in league bowling at Earl
Anthony’s Dublin Bowl
where he and Judy devel-
oped many friendships. He
attended Parkway Baptist
Church in Dublin for many
years where he dedicated his service to
various ministries and discipleship. He also
committed many years to the genealogical
studies of the Seilhymer family and other
connected families. He was an amazingly
gifted artist and produced many beautiful
drawings and paintings that he shared with
family and friends. Additionally, he was
a skilled carpenter and was always handy
at any project that needed doing. Don was
an amazing dad and a big kid at heart;
he greatly loved spending time with his
children, grandchildren, and great grand-
children. He always had a kind word for a
stranger, was quick with a joke and loved
to laugh. However, his greatest attribute
was his faith in God and the Gospel which
he shared with his family and anyone else
that he encountered.

Don joins his beloved wife Judy who
passed away in July 2023. He is survived
by his sister Frances (Piddy) Barron of
Junction City, Oregon, and his sister Diana
(Peaches) Haddy and her husband Al of
Junction City, Oregon. He is also survived
by his four children; Pete Seilhymer and
his wife Sharon of Buckeye, Arizona, Ju-
lie Laughery and husband Gene of Mesa,
Arizona, Steve Seilhymer and wife Carol
of Bigfork, Montana, and James Seilhymer
and wife Julie of Sparks, Nevada. He also
has eight grandchildren and 15 great-grand-
children.

There will be a memorial service at
Sacramento Valley Veterans Cemetery in
Dixon, California, on December 2, 2024, at
1:30 p.m. followed by a celebration of life
at the Veterans Hall in Dixon, California.

Dorthy Jean Cooper
June 2, 1955 - Oct. 15, 2024

Dorthy was born in Napa,
California, and moved to Liv-
ermore in 1964. She graduated
from Livermore High School,
class of 1973. She was a
stockholder for the Livermore
Rodeo Association. Dorthy
was an active member of the
Livermore Eagles Aerie #609.
She worked many years at the
Valley Inn as well as the Sports

Page. She was a member of the
Laborers Union Local #304.

Dorthy is survived by her
mother Cleta Jean Egbert,
her two sons Quint and Cole
Brundage, and her grandchil-
dren Tyler, Eliana, Cole II and
David (Tai) Brundage.

Dorthy will be greatly
missed by her family and
many friends.
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Strong Defense Lifts Granada Flag Football Team to Win

By Phil Jensen

The Granada High
School girls flag football
team’s defense delivered a
standout performance in the

Matadors’ comeback 14-12
victory over visiting Monte
Vista on Oct. 23.

Granada produced four
interceptions, including a
game-ending one by senior

Kayla Clarin, and stopped
the Mustangs four times
on their side of the field,
including once inside the
5-yard-line.

“Defensively, we’ve been

i
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Granada senior Kayla Clarin’s flag is taken by Monte Vista’s Riley Archuleta during the
Matadors’ 14-12 win over visiting Mustangs on Wednesday, Oct. 23. Clarin scored the
final points in the game and intercepted a pass on the final play to cement Granada’s
victory. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

pretty stout,” said Granada
coach Jared Muela, who
gave kudos to his team’s
secondary and front line.
“They’re ballhawks. They
go after it all the time, so we
expect to get turnovers. It
doesn’t always go our way,
but tonight, they rose to the
occasion for sure.”

It was a nonleague game
with Monte Vista, since the
two teams already played an
East Bay Athletic League
game against each other
this season (Granada won
26-14 on Oct. 8). The Mat-
adors improved to 11-4
overall with the Oct. 23
victory. Granada also had a
5-2 EBAL record entering
this week. Monte Vista fell
to 9-8 overall with the loss.

“That was a tight game
on their senior night,” said
Muela about his squad.
“There’s always a lot of
ceremonial stuff that goes
with it, but for them to lock
in and be able to finish the
game that strong on a drive
like that, it’s pretty special.”

Monte Vista was 75 yards
away from a touchdown
with less than two minutes,
30 seconds to play, but drove
60 yards. On the final play
of the game, Granada junior
Marin Lnenicka deflected a
Monte Vista pass to Clarin
to end the game.

“I was just trying to make
sure the other team didn’t
get it,” Lnenicka said. “It

was perfect that Kayla was
like right behind me to get
it.”

Granada scored first
when it took the opening
possession 60 yards to score.
Quarterback Kathryn Vail
passed for a one-yard touch-
down to senior Sophia Ber-
tolo, then connected with
Lnenicka on a two-point
conversion pass for an 8-0
lead with 19:25 left in the
first half. There were two
24-minute halves in the
game.

Monte Vista’s first drive
stopped two yards short
of a touchdown when
Granada’s Ashley Tuck-
er knocked a pass out of
a receiver’s hands on a
fourth-down play. But after
a Matadors three-and-out,
the Mustangs narrowed
Granada’s lead to 8-6 on
a three-yard TD pass from
Grace Fan to Lily Parikh.
However, the two-point
conversion pass failed.

The Mustangs took a
12-8 lead into halftime on a
five-yard touchdown recep-
tion by Hannah Duffield on
a pass from Fan with 1:24
left in the first half. Again,
the two-point conversion
pass failed.

An interception by
Lnenicka with 16:45 left in
the game led to the eventual
winning score. Lnenicka
returned her interception to
the 50-yard-line and three

plays later, caught a low
pass from Vail for a 21-yard
reception to the Monte Vista
l-yard-line. “Katie likes to
throw low to me, and I can
get down easily, so we just
do that a lot so it’s harder to
slap down,” Lnenicka said.

On the next play, Vail
passed to Clarin for a touch-
down and a 14-12 lead with
14:46 left. The two-point
conversion pass failed. Vail,
a junior, completed passes
to eight receivers in the
game and finished with 17
completions in 29 attempts
for 146 yards, two touch-
downs and one interception.
Caitlyn Nguyen-Schertzer
caught a team-high four
passes for 43 yards. Lnenic-
ka had three receptions for a
team-high 57 yards. Clarin
led the Matadors in rushing
with 42 yards on six carries.

Defensively, Granada
had interceptions by Giana
Pritchard and Rowan Weiss
in addition to the ones by
Clarin and Lnenicka, all in
the second half. Pritchard, a
senior, also knocked the ball
out of a receiver’s hands on
a fourth-down play early in
the second half.

Granada ended the regu-
lar season on Oct. 29 with a
game at Livermore at 7:15
p-m. and will next compete
in the three-day EBAL Tour-
nament. The North Coast
Section seeding meeting is
Nov. 8.

Robinson’s Rushing Powers
Livermore Past Dublin High

By Phil Jensen

With one minute to go
in the first quarter of the
Oct. 25 game between
Livermore High School
and host Dublin, Cow-
boys football star Kamarri
Robinson had rushed just
10 yards.

He finished the game
with 212.

The 5-foot-8 senior ran
for a pair of 56-yard touch-
downs and also caught
a seven-yard touchdown
pass in the Cowboys’ 28-
23 victory over the Gaels.

“The safety was spying
on me, so when we did the
dive, it would work, so
that’s what changed for
us,” said Robinson about
the difference between the

first and second quarters
offensively for Livermore.
The Cowboys entered the
second quarter trailing
7-0, but led 21-7 by half-
time.

Dublin coach Napo-
leon Kaufman knows what
makes an outstanding run-
ning back. The former
Oakland Raider rushed
for 4,792 yards in his
NFL career and was a
second-team All-Ameri-
can his senior year at the
University of Washington.

“He’s tough, he’s phys-
ical, he’s got great speed,”
said Kaufman about Rob-
inson. “I like his game.”

Livermore improved to
5-3 overall and 2-0 in the
East Bay Athletic League
Valley Division with the

win. The Cowboys next
host Foothill (4-5, 1-2) on
Nov. 1 at 7:15 p.m. Dublin
fell to 2-7, 1-2. The Gaels
have a bye this week.

“This is like Playoff
A and every week is a
playoff game, not that we
are ending our season on
that game, but it changes
drastically what we’re
thinking,” said Livermore
coach John Wade about
the EBAL Valley Division
season. “No room for a
slipup.”

Dublin took a 7-0 lead
on Oct. 25 with a 60-
yard drive that culminated
with a well-placed 22-yard
pass by senior quarterback
Jojo Haubrich to Anthony
Pickens in the end zone.
Aydin Kwan provided

Dublin sophomore Rome Raymore rushes in the Oct. 25 matchup against visiting
Livermore. Livermore won 28-23. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

T S

Livermore senior Kamarri Robinson rushed for 212 yards in the Oct. 25 game at Dublin.
Robinson scored three of the team’s four touchdowns. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

the point-after-touchdown
kick at the two minute,
eight second mark of the
opening quarter.

But two plays into the
second quarter, Livermore
tied the score. Matteo
Lortie found Robinson for
a seven-yard touchdown
pass, and Elijah Delgado
produced the first of his
four successful PAT kicks.

The Cowboys scored
twice more in the second
quarter. An interception
by Luke Anderson set
up Robinson’s first 56-
yard touchdown, a burst
through a big hole on
the right side. Another
Anderson interception
led to Livermore’s final
touchdown of the quarter.
The senior returned the
ball 15 yards to the Dublin
41, and three plays later,
Lortie connected with
Chad Harper for a 29-yard
touchdown pass.

Dublin tacked three

more points on the score-
board when its opening
second-half possession led
to a 20-yard Kwan field
goal. But on the next play
from scrimmage, Robin-
son bolted up the middle
for another 56-yard touch-
down run.

However, Dublin bat-
tled back to cut the Liver-
more lead to single digits.
First, there was a great
catch by Pickens on a
46-yard touchdown pass
by Haubrich with 2:34
left in the third quarter. A
long Robinson touchdown
run was called back due
to a Livermore holding
penalty on the next Cow-
boys series, then in the
fourth quarter, Dublin
narrowed the Cowboys’
lead to 28-23 with 3:18
left on a seven-yard TD
pass from Haubrich to
Andre Armendariz. Liv-
ermore’s Daiemeon Espi-
noza produced a huge sack

on a two-point conversion
attempt to keep the Cow-
boys’ lead at five points.
Livermore then held pos-
session in the final 3:12
of the game, running out
the clock.

“We definitely are still
a little bit of a work in
progress in spots,” said
Wade, pointing to more
than 50 yards in penalties.
“We’ve got to clean some
things up, but I feel good
overall.”

Jayden Altizer added
a fourth-quarter intercep-
tion by Livermore that
helped keep Dublin at bay.

Dublin’s Armendariz
rushed for a team-high 116
yards. Teammate Rome
Raymore led all receivers
with seven catches for 116
yards.

“They fought hard, they
fought back, they didn’t
cave,” said Kaufman about
his team. “I was proud of
the guys.”
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609603
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Purple Ghost
Media LLC, 876 Geraldine ST,
Livermore, CA 94550 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Purple Ghost Media LLC,
876 Geraldine ST, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability

Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Austin Slayton, Member.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 27, 2024. Ex-
pires September 26, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6139.
Published October 10, 17, 24,
31,2024

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 609136
The following person(s) doing
business as: Covet Travel, 1937
Fourth ST, Apt 4, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Kit-
era Dent, 1937 Fourth ST, Apt
4, Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-

istrant/s/: Kitera Dent, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 6, 2024. Expires
September 5, 2029. The Inde-
pendent, Legal No. 6140. Pub-
lished October 10, 17, 24, 31,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609559
The following person(s) doing
business as: Ariba Healthcare
Group, 37553 Fremont Blvd,

CA 94536 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Ariba
healthcare Group, Inc., 37553
Fremont Blvd, CA 94536. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 4/15/2024. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Tariq Mirza,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on September 26,
2024. Expires September 25,

2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6141. Published October 10,
17,24, 31,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 609217
The following person(s) doing
business as: Jessica Builds,
1452 North Vasco Road #347,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Jessica Banks, 1452
North Vasco Road 3347, Liver-
more, CA 94551. This business

is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
5/3/2024. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Jessica Banks, CEO/
Founder. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on September 10,
2024. Expires September 9,
2029. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 6142. Published Oc-
tober 10, 17, 24, 31, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 609645
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Cellcore Solu-
tions; 2. CCBS, 4400 Keller
Ave, Suite 189, Oakland, CA
94605 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Coco
Business Solutions, 4400 Keller
Ave, Suite 189, Oakland, CA
94605. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
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to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 9/30/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Ibrhaim Baagee,
Owner/Principal. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on September 30,
2024. Expires September 29,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6144. Published October 10,
17,24, 31,2024.

to transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Ethan Gundersen,
General Partner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 17,
2024. Expires September 16,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6151. Published October 17,
24,31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609360
The following person(s) doing
business as: Teds Dent Works,
57 Calfornia Ave, Suite H,
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Edward Martelle, 57
Calfornia Ave, Suite H, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
1/16/16. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Edward, Martelle, Own-
er. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 18, 2024. Ex-
pires September 17, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6145.
Published October 10, 17, 24,
31,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609658

The following person(s) doing
business as: Infinite Blue Chip,
22725 7th ST, Hayward, CA
94541 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Infinite
Blue Chip 22725 7th ST, Hay-
ward, CA 94541. This business
is conducted by a Limited Liabil-
ity Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Xiaodan Chen, CEO.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
October 1, 2024. Expires Sep-
tember 30, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6146. Published
October 10,17, 24, 31,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609366
The following person(s) doing
business as: Eri Rose, 852 Di-
vision ST, APT 3, Pleasanton,
CA 94566 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Erica
Honesto, 4300 Black Ave #74.
Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/:  Erica Honesto,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on September 18,
2024. Expires September 17,
2029. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 6147. Published Oc-
tober 10, 17, 24, 31, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609829

The following person(s) doing
business as: Crazy Lady Cre-
ations, 22457 Linden Street,
Hayward, CA 94541 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Jennifer Fereria-Vantley,
22457 Linden Street, Hayward,
CA 94541. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Jen-
nifer Feria-Vantley, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on Oc-
tober 9, 2024. Expires October
8,2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6148. Published October 17,
24, 31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609761

The following person(s) doing
business as: BW Consulting,
3911 Stanford Way, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Bran-
don Todd Williams, 3911 Stan-
ford Way, Livermore, CA 94550.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/:  Brandon  Todd
Williams, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 4, 2024.
Expires October 3, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6149.
Published October 17, 24, 31,
November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609613

The following person(s) doing
business as: Healing Perspec-
tives, 11740 Dublin Bivd., Ste.
206 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Helen
Rozanski Savin, 11740 Dublin
Blvd, Ste. 206, Dublin, CA 94568.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 3/4/2022. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Helen Rozanski
Savin, LCSW, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on September
30 , 2024. Expires September
29, 2029. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 6150. Published October
17,24, 31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609329
The following person(s) doing
business as: Gundy Pet Services,
2497 College Ave, Livermore, CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Ethan
Gundersen, 2497 College Ave,
Livermore, CA 94550; Jacob
Gundersen, 2497 College Ave,
Livermore, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by a General
Partnernship. The date on which
the registrant first commenced

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609782

The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Dunder First
Street Partnership; 2. Civic
Center Station, 4725 First St.,
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Vera Revelli, 2 Krohn Lane,
Oakland, CA 94611; Jennifer
Stenrose, 2 Krohn Lane, Oak-
land, CA 94611; Scott Revelli, 2
Krohn Lane, Oakland, CA 94611.
This business is conducted by a
Limited Partnership. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 9/5/1998.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Vera
Revello, General Partner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on Oc-
tober 7, 2024. Expires October
6, 2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6152. Published October 17,
24, 31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609829

The following person(s) doing
business as: Crazy Lady Cre-
ations, 22457 Linden Street,
Hayward, CA 94541 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Jennifer Fereria-Vantley,
22457 Linden Street, Hayward,
CA 94541. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Jen-
nifer Feria-Vantley, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on Oc-
tober 9, 2024. Expires October
8, 2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6148. Published October 17,
24, 31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609789

The following person(s) doing
business as: The Art of Home,
318 Capricorn Ave, Oakland, CA
94611 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Mochita
S Corp, 318 Capricorn Ave, Oak-
land, CA 94611. This business
is conducted by a Corporation.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
1/1/2021. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Jennifer Feria-Vantley,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 7, 2024.
Expires October 6, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6154.
Published October 17, 24, 31,
November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609754
The following person(s) doing
business as: East Alameda
Tutoring, 3020 Bernal Ave,
Ste. 100 2016, Pleasanton, CA
94566 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Sybil de
Clark, 3020 Bernal Ave Ste. 110
2016, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 9/1/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Sybil de Clark, Dr.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on October 4, 2024. Expires
October 3, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6155. Published
October 17, 24, 31, November
7,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609616
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Imperial Star Em-
pire Incorporated; 2. Emperor; 3.
Empress; 4. Emprex; Emprix; 5.
Incorporated, 4075 Compton CT,
Livermore, CA 94550 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Imperial Star Empire, Inc,
4075 Compton CT, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by a Corporation. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: John
Marques, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on September

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

independentnews.com

30,2024, Expires September 31,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6156. Published October 17,
24, 31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609384

The following person(s) doing
business as: Cruz Construction,
8212 Birch ST, Oakland, CA
94621 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Jesus
Wilfredo Cruz Abrego, 8212
Birch St., Oakland, CA 94621.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Jesus Wilfredo Cruz
Abrego, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 11,2024.
Expires October 10, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6157.
Published October 17, 24, 31,
November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609825

The following person(s) doing
business as: Dokb Studio, LLC,
5667 Beale Ave, Dublin, CA
94568 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Dokb
Studio, LLC, 5667 Beale Ave,
Dublin, CA 94568. This business
is conducted by a Limited Liabil-
ity Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Jason Shin, Managing
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 9, 2024.
Expires October 8, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6158.
Published October 24, 31, No-
vember 7, 14, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609983

The following person(s) doing
business as: Ourhs, 3020 Bernal
Ave, Ste 110 #2016, Pleasanton,
CA 94566 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Sybil
Gertrude De Clark, 3020 Bernal
Ave, Ste 110 32016, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Sybil
Gertrude De Clark, Dr. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October 16,
2024. Expires October 15, 2029.
The Independent, Legal No.
6159. Published October 24, 31,
November 7, 14, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609098

The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Steven Kent Win-
ery; 2. Lineage Wine Company;
3. L'Autre Cote; 4. Out from land
Wine Group, 2245 South Vasco
Road, Suite C, Livemore, CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Out From
Land Investor Group LLC, 2245
South VCasco Road, Suite C,
Livermore, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited
Liability Company. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Jason
Shin, Managing Member. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on Oc-
tober 5, 2024. Expires October
4,2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6160. Published October 24,
31, November 7, 14, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609911

The following person(s) doing
business as: Klaudia’s Family
Child Care, 438 W Sunset Blvd,
Hayward, CA 94541 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Claudia Hernandez Santos,
438 W. Sunset Blvd, Hayward,
CA 94541. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Claudia Hernandez  Santos,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 14, 2024.
Expires October 13, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6161.
Published October 24, 31, No-
vember 7, 14, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609954
The following person(s) doing

business as: Klap Capital Ven-
tures, 3957 Scottfield Street,
Dublin, CA 94568 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Abhishek Shende, 3957
Scottfield Street, Dublin, 94568.
This business is conducted by
a Married Couple. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to fransact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Abhishek
Shende. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 15, 2024.
Expires October 14, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6162.
Published October 24, 31, No-
vember 7, 14, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609952
The following person(s) doing
business as: The Sacred Healing
Well, 1807 Santa Rita Rd H-224,
Pleasanton, CA 94588 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Loraine Van Tuyl, 1807
Santa Rita Rd H-224, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94588. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
5/9/2019. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Loraine Van Tuyl, PHD.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on October 15, 2024. Expires
October 14, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6163. Published
October 24, 31, November 7, 14,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610009

The following person(s) doing
business as: Solid Design Solu-
tions, 2491 Allegro Street, Liver-
more, CA 94550 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Jerrel Kent Antolik, 2491 Allegro
Street, Livermore, CA 94550;
llona Maria anolik,2491 Allegro
Street, Livermore, A 94550. This
business is conducted by a Mar-
ried Couple. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 4/15/1998. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Jerrel Kent Anto-
lik, Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 17, 2024.
Expires October 16, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6164.
Published October 24, 31, No-
vember 7, 14,2024,

STATEMENT OF
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 566613
The person(s) listed below
have abandoned the use of the
following fictitious business
name(s). Bluejay Cannabis,
4937 Omar ST, Fremont, CA
94538. Registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Taran Khera,
795 Shard Court, Fremont, CA
94539; Adam Ahmed 4937
Omar St, Fremont, CA 94538;
Essam Abugeith, 4875 Mowry
Ave, Bldg 1- Apt#245, Fremont,
CA 94538. The fictitious busi-
ness name statement was filed
on 12/18/2019 in the County
of Alameda. This business was
conducted by a General Partner-
ship. Signature of Registrants:
/sl Taran Khera, General Partner.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on October
7,2024. The Independent, Legal
No. 6164. Published October 24,

31, November 7, 14, 2024.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to section 21707 of
chapter 10 to division of 8 of
the business and professions
code, notice is hereby given by
the undersigned that a public
lien sale of the following de-
scribed personal property will
be held at the hour of 9:00
am PST on November 20th,
2024. The sale will be con-
ducted by John Cardoza, auc-
tioneer, (209)667-5797, bond
number 5860870, located at:

UNITS East Bay

6011 Las Positas Rd,

Livermore, CA. 94550

The items to be sold are gen-
erally described as follows:

Household/Miscellaneous
goods

B489 Meidy Imelda
B524 Peggy Logan

B589 Peggy Logan

B505 Lisa Vigil

B223 Tracey Taylor

B386 Sheila Burton

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609656
The following person(s) doing
business as: Surf Thru Express
Car Wash, 3598 Stanley Blvd,

Pleasanton, CA 94566 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Surf Thru Inc, 11837
Bolthouse Dr, Suite 400, Bakers-
field, CA 93311. This business
is conducted by a Corporation.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
12/16/2019. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Todd Gall, Secretary.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
October 1, 2024. Expires Sep-
tember 30, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6166. Published
October 31, November 7,14, 21,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610035

The following person(s) doing
business as: LW Construction,
3446 Baylis ST, Fremont, CA
94538-3745 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Liyu Wu, 3346 Baylis ST, Fre-
mont, CA 94538. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
10/16/2024. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Liyu Wu, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on Oc-
tober 17, 2024. Expires October
16, 2029. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 6167. Published October
31, November 7, 14, 21, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609874

The following person(s) doing
business as: DC Construction,
1068 44th Ave, Oakland, CA
94601 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Donny
Chu Construction, Inc, 1068
44th Ave, Oakland, CA 94601.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 6/14/2007. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Donny Chu,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 10, 2024.
Expires October 9, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6168.
Published October 31, Novem-
ber 7,14, 21,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609685

The following person(s) doing
business as: Rivers Plumbing
Heating & Air, 3958 Valley Ave,
Ste G, Pleasanton, Ca 94566
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Z Home
Services, 3958 Valley Ave Ste
G, Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 10/1/2024. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Elizabeth A.
Rivers, Director. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 2, 2024.
Expires October 1, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6169.
Published October 31, Novem-
ber 7,14, 21,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609964
The following person(s) doing
business as: Dante Robere
Vineyards & Winery, 1200 Wet-
more Rd, Livermore, CA 94550
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): A3 Winery
LLC, 6198 Massara St., Dan-
ville, CA 94506. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the

MIKE FRACISCO
925.998.8131
FRACISCO REALTY

Residential « Commercial ¢ Property Mgmt

www.MikeFracisco.com
B DRE #01378428

fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Ravneet Singh, Member.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on October 15, 2024. Expires
October 14, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6170. Published
October 31, November 7, 14, 21,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609730

The following person(s) doing
business as: Witimsel, 2693
Stoneridge Dr, Ste 101, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94588 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Simin Wang, 2693 stoneridge Dr,
Ste 101, Pleasanton, CA 94588.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Simin Wang, Managing
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 3, 2024.
Expires October 2, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6171.
Published October 31, Novem-
ber 7,14,21,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610083
The following person(s) doing
business as: Worlwide Signs,
2021 Las Positas CT, #161,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Robert Kocik, 2021
Las Positas CT, #161, Liver-
more, CA 94551. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/1/2003. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Robert Kocik, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on October 21, 2024. Expires
October 20, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6172. Published
October 31, November 7, 14, 21,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609906

The following person(s) doing
business as: Deharo Constru-
citon, Inc, 4361 Technology Dr.,
Unit I, Livermore, CA 94551 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Deharo Con-
struction Inc, 4361 Technology
Dr, Unit |, Livermore, CA 94551.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 1/1/2003. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Dustin Prusso,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 14, 2024.
Expires October 13, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6173.
Published October 31, Novem-
ber 7,14,21,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610161
The following person(s) doing
business as: C.A Heating and
Air Conditioning, 3867 Califor-
nia Way, Livermore, CA 94550
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Chad Richards,
3867 California Way, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
10/22/2024. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Chard Richards, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on October 23, 2024. Expires
October 22, 2029. The Indepen-

dent, Legal No. 6174. Published
October 31, November 7, 14, 21,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610233

The following person(s) doing
business as: Deena Lynn Rei-
ki, 755 N N ST, Livermore, CA
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Deena
Kennedy, 755 N N ST, Livermore,
CA 94551, This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above:N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Dee-
na Kennedy, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
24, 2024. Expires October 23,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6175. Published October 31,
November 7, 14, 21, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610040
The following person(s) doing
business as: AL Financial Ser-
vices, 53 Wright Brothers Ave,
Suite E, Livermore, CA 94551
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): DMRZ wright
Brothers Ave Suite E, Livermore,
CA 94551. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
10/3/2024. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Daniel Hollenback, CEO.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on October 17, 2024. Expires
October 16, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6176. Published
October 31, November 7, 14, 21,
2024.

EMPLOYMENT

Tailored Shared Services
Dublin, CA

seeks  Software  Engineer,
Java to work end-to-end mi
croservices built using Java/
J2EE-based technologies and
develop scalable, available, and
reliable  microservices based
applications. Bachelor’s in CS,
IT, Comp Eng or related & 5
yrs exp. Salary $206,315/yr.
EOE. Send CV to:
Shabnam.Jolly@
tailoredbrands.com.

Ref Job No: DP1024.

Sr. Accountant
Bachelor’s in Accounting, Busi
ness Administration, Finance, or
related field plus 2 yrs. wk. exp.
req'd.

Wage: $61,526-$102,000 /Yr.
Send resume to::

Striking Distance Studios, Inc.
6111 Bollinger Canyon Rd.

Ste. 150

San Ramon, CA 94583

Attn: J. Yosenick.

HELP WANTED
SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area compa-
nies. Check with the local Better
Business Bureau before you
send money or fees. Read and
understand any contracts before
you sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
GLASSIFIED ADS
goto
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 610086

The following person(s) doing
business as: The Dogfather
Tattoo Company, 120 J. ST, Fre-
mont, CA 94536 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Dogfather tattoo Company LLC,
120 J ST, Fremont, CA 94536
This business is conducted by
a Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness names) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Carlo
Rodriguez, Manager. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
21, 2024. Expires October 20,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6177. Published October 31,
November 7, 14, 21, 2024.

CLASSIFIEDS

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD
SALES

FREE SECTION
LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS
NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California
law requires that contractors
taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or materials)
be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State law
also requires that contractors
include their license numbers
on all advertising. Check your
contractor's status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB
(2752).  Unlicensed  persons
taking jobs less than $500 must
state in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

ANIMALS

Tri-Vailey

- Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue
Our current weekly adoption
events include:
Saturdays — Dogs & Puppies
at:
Dublin Petsmart
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours:
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and how to donate.
Follow:
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on
Facebook, and Instagram

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT
OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements  for  housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley's Leading

Real Estate Professionals & Services

925.784.1243
DRE #01323804
Dominic Greci

925.525.0864
DRE #01707140 R

www.GreciGroup.com

CALL 925-243-8001

or Email: Mitch@Independentnews.com
To Advertisel

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

www.SandeeUtterback.com

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
Heme Services

CalBRE#00855150

Specializing in
Livermore’s

| Drysdale
L Finest Homes

Properties

/ ’u-":j f'i g M& Fl

Claire Meager, Broker Associate
925.315.4502 OFFICE %= REFMAX

510.715.7682 MOBILE
claire.m.meager@gmail.com  CalDRE 01184005

AVR Properties

i L
T #

CoLLECTIGN
BRMEE ACTTED

We Rent Your Homes
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
925.447.2367 | DRE 0096046167

Dyl

Realtor® | CalRE #01910741

925.548.6702 | Lydia.Vetere@cbnorcal.com

www.lydiavetere.com

“Finding your way Home!”

@

N
COLDWELL BANKER S0 [y
REALTY T

FAUGHT

REALTOR®, CRS, SRES®

COMPASS

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:

REALTOR®

925.518.2142
nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com
Results That Move You

1983 Second Street | Livermore, CA | 94550
CA BRE# 01965816 | CA BRE# 01268085

925.784.7979

LeslieFaught.com

SellingEastBayHomes.com
DRE01027778
"Il find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy.”

NICOLE SWEENEY > *\]

REAL ESTATE
& ASSOCIATES
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925-243-8001 Mitch@independentnews.com




20 The Independent ¢ OCTOBER 31, 2024

www.independentnews.com

Swalwell Threatens DA Price with Defamation Lawsuit

U.S. Rep. Eric Swal-
well (D-CA) is threatening
to sue Alameda County
District Attorney Pamela
Price for defamation over
comments she posted to
social media after he pub-
licly endorsed a recall
effort targeting her.

After Price reportedly
ignored an earlier request
from Swalwell to retract

her comments, which im-
plied he may have acted
unethically when he was
an assistant district attor-
ney in the same office,
Swalwell retained attorney
Charles Stone, with Goe-
thals & Stone, to draft a
formal demand.

“We are writing in one
final effort to see if an
appropriate retraction can

be achieved in lieu of
the inevitable and certain
pursuit of a formal claim
followed by a substantial
lawsuit for defamation,”
Stone wrote. “According-
ly, you may treat this as
a final attempt at seeking
the retraction remedy to
restore, at least in part,
my client’s personal and
professional reputation. If

a retraction is not issued
within seven days of the
date of this letter, we will
be forced to move forward
with next steps.”

The letter was dated
Oct. 19.

The effort to recall Price
was launched by a group
called Save Alameda for
Everyone (SAFE), which
contends the district attor-

ney, a former civil rights
and defense attorney who
was elected in 2022, is
soft on crime, specifically
refusing to file charges
that could result in lengthy
prison sentences for con-
victed criminals.

Several law enforce-
ment agencies and former
Alameda County District
Attorney Nancy O’Malley

have also endorsed the
recall effort.

In his letter to Price,
Stone called her comments
on social media “false and
scurrilous,” adding that
they “were widely dissem-
inated and almost certainly
made in retaliation for
(Swalwell’s) support of the
recall campaign against
you.”
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Artist and Livermore resident Carolyn Lord has a solo show entitled, “Valley Vernacular,”
at the Firehouse Arts Center now through Dec. 21. Shown above is her painting,
“Specialty Swamp Coolers.” (Photo courtesy of The Harrington Gallery)

Firehouse Arts Center to Display
Carolyn Lord Tri-Valley Landscapes

The Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter in Pleasanton is hosting
a solo exhibit of landscapes
by longtime Livermore res-
ident Carolyn Lord now
through Saturday, Dec. 21.

The exhibit, “Valley
Vernacular,” includes 20
landscapes, botanical im-
ages and architectural stud-
ies depicting the “visual
vernacular” of the Tri-Val-
ley area.

A Southern California
native, Lord received a
bachelor’s degree in studio
arts from Principia College
in Illinois in 1978. She has
lived in Livermore since
1980 and now focuses on
plein air landscapes and ar-
chitectural paintings in oils
and watercolors.

The Harrington Gallery
at the Firchouse Arts Cen-
ter, 4444 Railroad Ave.,

is open from 10 am. to 5
p.m., Wednesday through
Friday, and from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. on Saturday. “Valley
Vernacular” is on display in
the ground floor lobby.

There will also be a re-
ception for the artist from 1
p-m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 16, and a “gallery talk”
about the exhibit from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 21.

Alameda County Fairgrounds
To Simulcast Breeders’ Cup Races

Breeders’ Cup races at
the Del Mar Fairgrounds
this weekend will be simul-
cast at the Alameda County
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton,
according to Golden State
Racing, which has brought
live horse racing back to
Alameda County.

Golden State Racing,
created by the Califor-
nia Authority of Racing
Fairs, said more than 1,500
spectators turned out for
the inaugural weekend

of racing at the Alameda
County Fairgrounds two
weeks ago.

Golden State Racing
will also hold live racing
this weekend — Friday,
Nov. 1, through Sunday,
Nov. 3 — in addition to
simulcasting the Breeders’
Cup races on Friday and
Saturday.

There will also be a
Breeders’ Brunch at 10 a.m.
on Friday and Saturday in
the Sky Lounge and Track-

side Terrace at the Alameda
County Fairgrounds and a
Wine Fest from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. on Saturday.

Racing fans 21 and old-
er will receive unlimited
wine pours and a take-
home tasting glass with
the purchase of Wine Fest
tickets, according to Gold-
en State Racing.

Admission to watch rac-
ing from the Stella Artois
grandstand is free. Parking
at the fairgrounds is $15.

Library to Exhibit Ofrendas for Day
Of the Dead Traditional Celebration

The Pleasanton Library
is seeking help from the
community in creating
ofrendas for its Dia de Los
Muertas celebration.

Ofrendas, the Spanish
word for “offering,” are
colorful displays of food
and cultural decorations to
share with the community
and remember departed
family members.

Dia de Los Muertas, or
Day of the Dead, is a tradi-
tional two-day Mesoamer-
ican celebration to honor
a family’s ancestors. In
Mexico, neighbors gather
in local cemeteries to share

LPCC Student Presents Research Findings on Islamic
Food’s Molecular Content at U.S. National Conference

Raza Ali, a student at
Las Positas College in Liv-
ermore, recently presented
his research into “Bioactive
Molecules in Islamically
Recommended Foods” at
the inaugural student-run
National Research Confer-
ence at the University of
Pennsylvania.

The two-day conference
earlier this month in Phil-

adelphia was designed to
promote communication
and interdisciplinary col-
laboration among under-
graduate researchers.

Ali, whose research at
Las Positas combines his
interests in Muslim cultural
heritage and biology, was
one of only two community
college students invited to
the conference.

“I was honored to pres-
ent my research at the Na-
tional Research Confer-
ence,” Ali said. “As the first
in my family to engage in
research and pursue medi-
cine in the U.S., I strive to
transform academic inquiry
from an ivory tower institu-
tion into a societal service.
This opportunity allowed
me to share my work with

a broader audience and
connect with leading re-
searchers in my field.”

Ali, who attended Cali-
fornia High School in San
Ramon, is enrolled in the
Transfer Honors Program
at Las Positas, which is
designed to prepare highly
motivated students to at-
tend a four-year college or
university.

3VCF Nonprofit Organization Adds Three Board Members

Gerry Beemiller, Alex
Mehran Jr., and Denise
Watkins have been named to
the 12-member board of di-
rectors for the Three Valleys
Community Foundation
(3VCF), which helps con-
nect donors and nonprofit
organizations.

Beemiller is the founder
of Nella Terra Cellars, a
winery and event center in
the Sunol highlands.

He is former vice pres-
ident of sales at Pericom,
vice president of sales and
marketing for Sony Semi-
conductor Solutions Group
in North America, and chief
executive officer of Infant
Advantage, a company that

developed environmental
systems for newborn in-
fants, according to a 3VCF
announcement.

Beemiller also serves on
the Alameda County Agri-
cultural Advisory Commit-
tee and previously served on
the Sunol Citizens Advisory
Council and the Sunol Glen
School Board.

Mehran is president and
chief executive officer at
Sunset Development, the
business founded by his
grandfather in 1951 that
developed and continues to
manage the Bishop Ranch
business, entertainment, and
residential complex in San
Ramon.

Mehran also serves on
the board of the Watson In-
stitute for International and
Public Affairs at his alma
mater, Brown University,
where he received a bache-
lor’s degree in international
relations. He is a former
analyst at the investment
banking firm of Goldman
Sachs.

Watkins is a former soft-
ware system engineer who
developed network manage-
ment and control systems
for satellite and wireless
communications.

Now retired, Watkins
also serves on the Univer-
sity of California, Merced
Foundation board of trust-

Call 925-505-1504

518 Leisure 5t. Livermore CA

WE MOVE THE STUFF.
YOU LOVE AND

GETRID OF THE
STUFFYOU DON'T

Full Service Moving

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal
Hourly Labor
Packing Services

ees and the Livermore Val-
ley Performing Arts Center
(Livermore Valley Arts)
board of directors.

She also co-founded
the Pleasanton Schools
Educational Enrichment
Foundation and owned Pri-
mal Quest, an expedition
adventure race in North
America, the Vancouver
Stealth, a professional la-
crosse team in Langley,
British Columbia.

food, music, and fun with
the living and the dead.

Reservation forms are
available online at tinyurl.
com/bdzcwuzd. Space will
be reserved on a first-
come, first-served basis.

The Dia de Los Muertos
exhibits will be on display
at the library, 400 Old Ber-
nal Ave., from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 2.
The library will also host
a bilingual story time at
11 a.m.

The Dia de Los Muertas

Specializing in the search for

exhibits and story time are
free and open to the public.

ARROYO
CELLARS

Tasting Room Open:
Saturday: 12 - 5pm,
Sunday: 12 - 5pm,
or by appointment

2270 Research Drive,
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

Runaway Youth, Suicidal Persons

& Missing/Wandering Adults
with Dementia/Alzheimer’s.

11501 Dublin Blvd, #200
Dublin, CA 94568

QAT NMTETES
P & P Co.

ninetiespizza.com
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Your local news source is delivered
free to readers in the Tri-Valley.

We are asking readers, who are able, to make a voluntary
contribution of $10 a month, or $100 a year.

You can sign up online at www.independentnews.com/contribute/
or mail a check to 2250 First St., Livermore, CA 94550
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