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There was no shortage of enthusiasm Dec. 6 at the annual Livermore Holiday Sights and Sounds
Parade. Floats, performances by local businesses, bands, schools and clubs were among highlights of
the downtown festivities. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

Pleasanton’s Revitalization Plan
Seeks To Drive Local Investment

City Creates New Department in Push To Boost Flagging Local Economy

By David Jen

PLEASANTON — The city has
created a new department focused
on local businesses in a push to
revitalize Pleasanton’s economy.

The Community and Economic
Development Department, formed
during this year’s budget process,
explores opportunities through
land use, permitting and process
changes to drive new investment
in Pleasanton, said Melinda Denis,
the department’s deputy director,
at the Dec. 2 city council meeting.

The department is also searching
for a new economic development
manager following Lisa Adamos’
resignation on Nov. 3.

The department has already

completed initiatives to attract new
retail businesses to the city and
streamline permit processes, in-
cluding a simplified design-review
process introduced into ordinance
at last week’s meeting.

“Sometimes you have to put
a little momentum behind your
effort in order to get the resources
aligned to do the work,” said Ellen
Clark, Pleasanton director of com-
munity and economic development.
“We’ve done a lot since the council
passed the budget around organiza-
tion and reallocation of resources
to our economic-development
efforts.”

In June, the city council unani-
mously adopted a two-year budget
that addressed a deficit nearing $12

million annually. The budget cut
city employees, services and pro-
grams, while also tapping money
outside its general fund to pay for
rising pension and infrastructure
Costs.

On top of the growing expenses,
flagging retail and hotel activity
since the COVID-19 pandemic
has left the city without much of
the revenues it previously enjoyed.

The city council, prior to the
budget’s adoption, identified the
implementation of its five-year
Economic Development Strategic
Plan as one of Pleasanton’s higher
priorities. The plan includes ini-
tiatives to revitalize retail, ensure
downtown vibrancy, retain and
expand businesses, and support

(See REVITALIZATION, page 9)

City of Dublin Sets New Framework
For Outdoor Music and Entertainment

Goal is To Support Businesses, while Maintaining Compatibility for Residents

By Sanestina Hunter

DUBLIN — Outdoor live enter-
tainment in downtown Dublin
cleared a key hurdle when the City
Council on Dec. 2 approved updat-
ed amendments to the Downtown
Dublin Specific Plan (DDSP) and
zoning ordinance, establishing the
framework for allowing outdoor
performances in the city’s com-
mercial core.

The council is expected on Tues-
day, Dec. 16 to take a final vote to
adopt the new regulations, which
would permit small-scale outdoor
entertainment in designated dining
areas once they take effect 30 days
later.

City Principal Planner Jennifer
Byous told The Independent that
the new rules aim to give businesses
clarity while ensuring entertain-
ment remains compatible with
surrounding uses.

“The approach to outdoor live
entertainment is to provide clearer
expectations for both businesses
and the community,” Byous said.
“The updated standards create a
predictable and transparent frame-
work, which helps businesses plan
events with confidence.”

She added that the amendments
support the DDSP’s broader goal of
creating “a vibrant, dynamic com-
mercial and mixed-use center” with
expanded dining, entertainment

and gathering opportunities in a
pedestrian-friendly setting.
Outdoor entertainment would
be limited to the 284-acre DDSP
area, generally bounded by Vil-
lage Parkway, Interstate-580, San
Ramon Road and Amador Valley
Boulevard. Because residential
neighborhoods border portions of
the district, the city incorporated
clear performance and noise stan-
dards aimed at minimizing impacts.
Akey part of the update is a new
definition for “Outdoor Live En-
tertainment,” which covers perfor-
mances held outdoors in approved
dining areas and outside permanent
enclosed structures. Entertainment
may include live music or amplified

(See DOWNTOWN, page 9)

LLNL Involved In the
National Effort To
Further Al Progress

Genesis Mission Will Incorporate All 17 DOE Labs

By David Jen

LIVERMORE — A new effort
to further U.S. technological
leadership will unify the nation’s
supercomputers and datasets into
a giant artificial-intelligence
(AI) platform.

Known as the Genesis Mis-
sion, the work will draw upon the
Department of Energy’s (DOE’s)
17 national laboratories, in-
cluding Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory (LLNL),
select private-industry partners
and academic institutions.

“As a proud partner of the
Genesis Mission, LLNL will be
joining the U.S. Department of
Energy’s national laboratories,
universities and industry part-

ners to bring Al, supercomputing
and scientific expertise together
to accelerate discovery, strength-
en U.S. innovation and enhance
national security,” according to
an LLNL statement. “With LL-
NL’s legacy of supercomputing
excellence, high-impact science
and code development, the lab
is uniquely positioned for this
transformation.”

LLNL hosts some of the
world’s fastest and most power-
ful computers, including El Cap-
itan, ranked No. 1 in the world,
and No. 12 Tuolumne.

President Donald Trump is-
sued the executive order launch-
ing the mission last month, as-
signing U.S. Secretary of Energy
Chris Wright the responsibility

(See LLNL, page 6)

Speakers Praise Bankhead
At City Council Meeting

Theater Receives Support from Broad Community Cross Section

By Vivien Wenneker

LIVERMORE — Livermore Val-
ley Arts (LVA) Executive Director
Chris Carter on Dec. 8 told the
Livermore City Council in his
annual report that over the past
year the Bankhead Theater hit its
highest level of earned revenue in
the organization’s history.

At the same time, however, there
was a significant drop in charitable
giving beginning in February, a
trend echoed by arts organizations
nationwide, which resulted in the
organization ending this fiscal year
in a deficit.

Still, Carter maintained that the
overall financial well-being of the
Bankhead remains strong, with
more than $1.3 million in its op-
erating reserve fund. Additionally,
to counter the downturn in giving,
LVA increased its fundraising ef-
forts, launching a $1 million gift

campaign in August, which is now
projected to exceed its goal.

“Since 2007, LVA has main-
tained and cared for this facility,
while working to utilize it to its
fullest potential in serving our
community through the arts and
enhancing the quality of life for
Livermore residents,” Carter said.
“These goals are deeply aligned
with the city’s mission and prior-
ities, and I hope that alignment is
clear in our work.”

This year, the Bankhead hosted
222 programs, eight cultural cele-
brations, the Art Walk, Livermore
Comicon and, for the first time,
presented Cosmic Odyssey, an im-
mersive, outer-space experience on
stage that delivered deeper insights
into scientific concepts and tech-
nological advancements involving
the cosmos.

According to the 2024-2025
LVA Annual Fiscal Report, expens-

(See COUNCIL, page 9)
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An artist’s rendering displays a new look for downtown Dublin,

where live outdoor entertainment could take place in selected areas.
(Rendering courtesy of City of Dublin)

éarolyn and Ken Mano have spent 54 years in their Pleasanton home,

raising six children in the city they love. Their story is one of connection
and a shared appreciation of family, church, community, hard work —
and lots of sports. (Photo — Christina Cavallaro)

Pleasanton Couple Share a Love of Service

Ken and Carolyn Mano Shy from the Limelight, but Lean into Their Community

By Christina Cavallaro

PLEASANTON — Were it not
for 30-year Pleasanton resident
Michael Miller, an interview
with Ken and Carolyn Mano
might never have happened.
The Manos have lived since
1971 in Pleasanton, where they
raised six children who all went
to Amador Valley High School.
The couple has been so active
in countless areas of service
that a resident of the Tri-Valley
would be hard-pressed not to
have crossed paths with them.

For all the time the Manos
spend talking and connecting
with others, however, they
are not big on speaking about
themselves.

Sometimes it takes others to
shine a light on the people in
a community who brighten the
lives of so many. In 2023, Ken
was a recipient of the annual
Ed Kinney Community Patriots
Award for outstanding communi-
ty leadership. Ken served many
years in the Amador Athletic
Boosters and as a scoutmaster
for the former Boy Scouts of

America, and played a major role
in Special Olympics events in
the Tri-Valley. He was one of the
original people who developed
and grew the nonprofit service
organization, JustServe.

“They are the most gentle,
kind and giving people I know,”
Miller said. “They have served
as volunteers for churches and
charitable food organizations,
school fundraising and commu-
nity-preparedness events. They
are quiet and humble but have
fascinating life stories that are
very inspirational.”

(See MANO, page 8)
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PET OF THE WEEK

GERTRUDE

‘Twas a cozy night in winter, when all through the home,
little Gertrude was waiting, not wanting to roam. After
tennis balls dance and fly in the air, she’ll settle in your
lap on your favorite chair. Warm, gentle and cuddly, she’s
the gift you’ll adore. Adopt Gertrude at Valley Humane
Society and make her yours evermore. Call Valley Humane
at (925) 426-8656 or email info@valleyhumane.org to
get started with the adoption process. (Photo courtesy
of Valley Humane)
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Dublin Student Creates New Cyberbullying Curriculum

By Sanestina Hunter

DUBLIN — After recognizing
gaps in how schools address
online harassment, Dublin
High School senior Suhani
Gupta set out to create a new
kind of cyberbullying-preven-
tion program.

She said many students
receive only brief presenta-
tions that do not match the
complexity of situations they
encounter daily, especially as
social media plays an increas-
ing role in campus culture.

“We hear that cyberbully-
ing is bad, but we aren’t taught
what to do when it happens,”
Gupta told The Independent.

As founder and president
of the Neuro Health Alliance
(NHA) — a student-led, stu-
dent-run nonprofit focused on
mental health— Gupta guides
work in advocacy, education
and research aimed at reducing
stigma and strengthening men-
tal-health awareness across
school communities.

She began planning the
nonprofit while in middle
school and formally estab-
lished it during her sophomore
year, with the help of family
and trusted adults.

Her project, STOP Cyber-
bullying Interactive Training,
recently earned her a $10,000
Be More Grant from the Na-
tional Society of High School
Scholars (NSHSS).

From there, she presented
the program in November at
NSHSS Scholars Day in At-
lanta in a “‘Shark Tank-style”
pitch. Ten finalists advanced,
and five, including Gupta,
received $10,000 awards,
which she said she plans to
use for video and animation
upgrades.

Gupta said she built the
program after comparing what
students receive to what adults

typically learn in the work-
place.

While many employees
complete structured harass-
ment-prevention courses, she
said students receive far less
despite facing increasingly
complex online misconduct.

More than one-third of U.S.
high school students report
experiencing cyberbullying,
and those affected are more
than twice as likely to attempt
self-harm.

Herunderstanding of these
risks is informed in part by her
own experiences with cyber-
bullying, including doxxing

Suhani Gupta
(courtesy of Suhani Gupta)

and swatting, as well as similar
incidents involving a close
friend.

Doxxing refers to search-
ing for and publishing private
or identifying information
about an individual on the in-
ternet, typically with malicious
intent. Swatting refers to the
practice of making a prank
call to emergency services in
an attempt to summon many
armed police officers to a
particular address.

STOP Cyberbullying uses
animated, branching video
scenarios that mirror real on-
line interactions.

Each video pauses at key
moments and requires students

to answer questions before
continuing.

Gupta designed the pro-
gram in such a way because
interactive instruction, she
said, is more effective than
one-time assemblies. The
curriculum also highlights the
role of bystanders, who often
see harmful behavior before
adults do.

“You can’t skip through
it,” she said. “Tt makes students
stop and think.”

The scenarios cover imper-
sonation, anonymous threats,
deepfake misuse, fake ac-
counts, group-chat escalation
and bystander decision-mak-
ing.
Gupta hopes to pilot the
program at Dublin High, re-
leasing two videos each month
to study how students interact
with the curriculum. She has
also discussed integrating the
training into district learning
management systems such as
Google Classroom or Canvas,
and has contacted schools in
Pleasanton, Livermore and
outside the Tri-Valley about
future pilots.

“I’m hoping it can be im-
plemented in the 2026-27
school year,” she said

NHA’s broader work in-
cludes mental-health work-
shops, academic-support re-
sources and initiatives support-
ing neurodivergent students.

Gupta said that students
at other schools have asked
whether they can launch NHA
chapters on their campuses.

Her long-term goal is to
develop age-specific versions
of STOP Cyberbullying for
middle-school students, high-
school students and parents.
She also plans to expand the
curriculum to include digital
consent, misinformation and
Al-related safety and hopes
the training may eventually be-

Livermore Sets Virtual Meeting
To Discuss City’s Traffic Safety

By Vivien Wenneker

LIVERMORE — The City
of Livermore plans to host a
virtual meeting from 6-7:30
p.m. on Monday, Dec. 15 to
gather community feedback
on its Vision Zero Action Plan
(VZAP) for traffic safety.

Led by the Community
Development Department,
Livermore’s VZAP is designed
to provide a comprehensive
strategy that will reduce and
eventually eliminate traffic
fatalities and severe injuries.
Recognizing that traffic deaths
and severe injuries are pre-
ventable, the VZAP aims to
prioritize safety and, thereby,
create a more sustainable and
livable city.

Vision Zero is a multi-na-
tional strategy to eliminate
all traffic fatalities and severe
injuries, while increasing safe,
healthy, equitable mobility.
First implemented in Sweden in
1997, Vision Zero has proved
successful across Europe and
is gaining momentum in major
American cities such as San
Francisco and New York.

According to visionzero-
network.org, more than 60 U.S.
communities have committed
to Vision Zero, with 15 of those
from California.

“The Vision Zero Action
Plan will guide us in designing
roads that account for human
error and, crucially, prevent
deadly crashes,” Livermore
Senior Transportation Engi-
neer Joanna Liu said. “This
data-driven strategy provides
the documentation needed to
secure significant state and fed-
eral grants, allowing us to build
and maintain the infrastructure
required to achieve our goal:
zero traffic deaths and severe
injuries.”

Each year, roughly 40,000
people inthe U.S. die as aresult
of traffic accidents. Although
the rate of roadway fatalities
has been on the decline over
the past 30 years, progress has
stalled in the past decade and
went up in 2020 and 2021,
according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation. In
2021,43,230 people, including
7,388 pedestrians, were killed
in motor-vehicle crashes

The 2021 statistics marked
the highest number of fatalities
since 2005. Additionally, mil-
lions more people are injured

(sometimes permanently) each
year.

“Communities that want to
succeed at Vision Zero need
to acknowledge that business
asusual is not enough and that
systemic changes are needed
to make meaningful prog-
ress,” according to the guiding
principles of the Vision Zero
Network.

On a broader level, Vision
Zero isn’t strictly a program
or slogan but represents a
different approach to traffic
safety — one that prioritizes
cross-disciplinary collabo-
ration between local traffic
planners and engineers, pol-
icymakers and public-health
professionals.

For cities such as Liver-
more, it is largely a technical
mindset that will help with
planning, designing, construct-
ing, operating and maintaining
roadway networks to reduce
fatal and severe injury crashes
to zero, based on the Federal
Highway Administration’s
Safe System Approach for
Roadway Safety. It is also be-

ing developed simultaneously
alongside the city’s Local Road
Safety Plan.

As part of the process for
moving toward Vision Zero,
Livermore has been collecting
data since 2010, analyzing
collision trends and identify-
ing safety countermeasures
that can be integrated into an
action plan with prioritized
improvements.

There have been two past
meetings for stakeholder/com-
munity input, both held in
2023. These have allowed res-
idents an opportunity to voice
their concerns surrounding
traffic and safety.

Although the Dec. 15 meet-
ing will give residents the same
opportunity, it will mostly cen-
ter on the City’s VZAP, which
staff plan to recommend to the
City Council in 2026.

For more information on
the upcoming meeting and to
register, visit: https://www.
livermoreca.gov/departments/
community-development/en-
gineering/vision-zero/pub-
lic-outreach.

come a graduation requirement.

Dublin has built a repu-
tation as an innovative city,
and district leaders often note
that the community’s focus
on creativity begins in the
schools and extends into the
professional workforce.

The young innovator’s
work aligns with several stu-
dent-led projects emerging
across the Tri-Valley, including
HowToHackathon, founded
by senior Kaushik Chandolu;
a TEDxYouth conference
organized by student Charvi
Chapana; and Rhome, a rec-
ommendation-based social
app created by graduate Rohan
Nihalani.

With a school community
full of idea-driven students,
Dublin Unified School District
Superintendent Chris Funk has
said that the district is seeing

more students pursue projects
that address real community
needs, reflecting a broader em-
phasis on practical innovation
across Dublin schools.

As she moves on to col-
lege, Gupta said she plans to
study neuroscience and contin-

ue expanding her digital-safety
curriculum. When asked what
advice she would offer other
students developing their own
projects, she said:

“Keep pushing. Do your
best. The world needs you
exactly as you are.”
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Sold for $2,525,000!

South Livermore custom in
contract within two weeks!
4 bed 2 bath 3000 sq ft

Linda Diaz Futral

BrokerRealtor

925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com

www.lindafutral.com
License #01257605
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Dublin Mayor Sherry Hu Launches Re-Election Campaign

By Sanestina Hunter

DUBLIN — Mayor Sherry
Hu has launched her 2026
re-election campaign, out-
lining a platform centered
on fiscal stability, major in-
frastructure planning, busi-
ness support and community
services as Dublin continues
to grow.

Hu on Nov. 23 announced
her campaign at the Aloft
Hotel, where she said she
hopes to continue guiding
the city “into its next chapter
of thoughtful, communi-
ty-centered growth.”

The event drew hun-
dreds of residents and sev-
eral regional leaders who
praised Hu’s collaborative
leadership and her focus on
strengthening Dublin while
engaging constructively on
broader Tri-Valley issues.

Hu, who joined the City
Council in 2020 and became
mayor in 2024, highlighted
Dublin’s strong financial
position. The city closed the
most recent fiscal cycle with
a $36 million General Fund
surplus and $325 million in
reserves, supported by dis-
ciplined budgeting, steady
property-tax revenue and

the opening of more than
100 new businesses in the
past year.

Dublin has been one of
the fastest-growing cities in
Alameda County for several
years. The city is projected
to reach 89,595 residents by
2040, a figure that includes
about 3,013 group-quarters
residents, according to data
from Pop-Facts, a demo-
graphic dataset commonly
used by local governments
for annual population and
planning estimates. The
city continues to add new
residents, employers and

Dui)lin Mayor Sherry Hu, third from left, is surrounded by supporters

housing as part of long-
term community-planning
efforts.

Dublin also remains one
of the region’s more di-
verse and high-quality-of-
life communities, known
for its strong schools, ex-
tensive parks and cultur-
al programming. Roughly
60% of residents identify
as Asian, about 25% White,
4% Black, and just less than
10% multiracial, according
to 2025 demographic esti-
mates.

“Our cultural strength
comes from the people who
call Dublin home,” Hu told

The Independent, noting
community-led events such
as Chinese New Year cel-
ebrations, Diwali, Native
American heritage programs
and African American cul-
tural events.

As part of her ongoing
priorities, Hu said that if
she is re-elected, Dublin’s
next phase of growth will
center on completing ma-
jor infrastructure projects,
including the long-planned
Dublin Boulevard exten-
sion to Livermore and im-
provements along Dublin
Boulevard — the roadway

Nov.
23 event at the city’s Aloft Hotel, where she announced her re-election campaign.
(Photo — Xitong Han)

during a

that connects directly to
Dublin High School. She
also highlighted continued
support for local businesses,
pointing to programs such
as the city’s Small Business
Navigator and other en-
gagement efforts designed
to strengthen Dublin’s com-
mercial corridors.

Hu said responsible
planning for future housing
needs remains part of the
city’s strategy, including
affordable and workforce
options, while ensuring in-
frastructure and public safe-
ty keep pace with growth.
Public safety remains a

central focus, with recent
investments in upgrad-
ed technology, expanded
neighborhood- and busi-
ness-watch programs, and
ongoing outreach by Dublin
Police Services.

Earlier this year and
again in November, the
Dublin City Council sent
letters to the Department of
Homeland Security and the
Federal Bureau of Prisons
opposing the possibility of
the closed Federal Correc-
tional Institution in Dublin
being repurposed for a U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) deten-
tion center. The council
cited potential impacts on
public-safety resources,
local services and overall
community well-being, re-
flecting significant concerns
raised by residents after
federal officials evaluated
the site earlier in the year.

The city participated in
National Night Out, engag-
ing with roughly 1,000 res-
idents across 30 neighbor-
hoods to foster police-com-
munity partnerships, and
continued community con-
nections through the Dublin
Farmers’ Market, Coffee
with the Chief and other
events.

Prior public-safety and
community organizations
have noted Hu’s leadership
on fiscal management and
public safety, reflecting on-
going support from groups
engaged in past election
cycles.

Hu also highlighted re-
cent improvements to parks
and recreation, including the
city’s 25th park in Wallis
Ranch earlier this year, and
the upcoming opening of
Forest Park on Dec. 13.

Before becoming may-
or, Hu served on multiple
regional boards and com-
mittees, including work
with East Bay Community
Energy, the Alameda Coun-
ty Library Advisory Com-
mission, and liaison roles
with the Dublin Unified
School District and East

Bay Regional Park District.
She holds a Ph.D. in archi-
tectural engineering and has
professional experience in

No challengers have formal-
ly announced campaigns.
More information is avail-
able at sherryhu.com.

engineering, planning and
project management.

As she looks ahead to her
re-election campaign, Hu
said she hopes the commu-

nity will stay united. BOE'S PROFESSIONAL

“I ask everyone to work
together and be kind to each PAI NTI N B
other, so we can make our Free Color Consultation!
community an even better
place,” she said. $500 Off!

If re-elected, Hu would
serve another two-year term.

925-577-6864
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A Concert of Festive Holiday
and Sacred Music
including Carol Singing
featuring
the FPCL Sanctuary Choir,
Cold Water Brass
& Celebration Chimes
with percussion & instruments

SUN. DEC. 14th
4:00 PM

First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary

Admission Free, Donations Welcome

/ \Firsf Presbyterian
‘ [ Church Livermore

"Z;" 12020 Fifth Street, Livermore
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EDITORIAL

Wishful Thinking — New Department Won’t Save
Pleasanton from Further Economic GContraction

The City of Pleasanton has contin-
ued to try to turn its economic tide.
Most recently, the city government
reorganized by creating a new Com-
munity and Economic Development
Department to identify areas where it
can cut more expenses or raise income.

The new department is looking
for ways to streamline permitting to
make development easier and attract
new businesses. The department
was created as part of the two-year
balanced budget the Pleasanton City
Council adopted on June 17. The city
is both trying to promote itself as a
good place for business and tap into
expected visitors ahead of next year’s
FIFA World Cup games and Super
Bowl LX in the Bay Area.

That’s all good, and the city abso-
lutely should be looking for more ways
to promote itself. The only problem is
that Pleasanton isn’t unique; every
other city is doing the same thing, and
in an environment where the overall
economic pie is shrinking. Even in
California, growth in technology is
being countered by a slowdown in the
hospitality, construction, non-durable
goods and government-funded ser-
vices sectors, according to the UCLA
Anderson School of Management’s
forecast for 2026.

Pleasanton’s new two-year budget
didn’t raise taxes and instead focused
on cuts. The city laid off two full-time
employees, reduced library hours from
62 to 48 per week, and cut back on

park maintenance and other programs
and services to save $7 million. The
city also transferred $3 million from
its Section 115 Pension Trust Fund
and $1.8 million from its Retiree
Medical/Other Post-Employment
Benefits Fund to close the estimated
$10 million-$12 million budget gap.
The budget was passed unanimously.

The move, while closing the short-
term budget gap, won’t solve Pleasan-
ton’s longer-term financial difficulties.
The city has an ongoing structural
deficit brought about by declining
business tax revenues, deferred main-
tenance of city infrastructure and other
capital projects.

The city council has explored
raising its hotel tax to increase city
income up to $2.8 million per year, and
considered converting to a charter city
in order to raise its real estate transfer
taxes, which could have brought in up
to $19.6 million per year, more than 20
times the amount brought in during the
2023-2024 period.

In July, the council voted 3-2, with
Mayor Jack Balch and Councilmem-
bers Craig Eicher and Matt Gaidos in
the majority, to not pursue that effort,
which would have required a public
vote to convert the city to a charter
city. Vice Mayor Jeff Nibert and
Councilmember Julie Testa supported
pursuing the additional taxes now.

Balch said then that the timing
wasn’t right for that step, and the coun-
cil needed to see if its initial efforts

would yield fruit. Gaidos didn’t think
the public would support the effort.

Voters may indeed be tax-shy —
last November they rejected Measure
PP, which would have increased sales
tax by a modest 0.5%. But relying on
hypothetical future economic growth
to pull the city out of its malaise is
shortsighted.

For one, the city will still face
budget deficits of up to $9 million per
year even after the cuts during this
budget cycle.

And despite the constant stream of
bragging and misinformation coming
out of Washington, D.C., the reality
is the country as a whole is teetering
on the edge of an economic precipice,
with inflation remaining high, fueled
largely by President Donald Trump’s
regressive and often arbitrary tariffs.
Small businesses in particular, the kind
that Pleasanton wants to attract, are
most vulnerable to the effects of those
tariffs, including the rising cost of raw
materials or imported components,
and decreasing sales to customers
who are themselves increasingly cash-
strapped.

U.S. manufacturing has contracted
for seven straight months, according
to a report from Reuters, also citing
the impact of tariffs. Even gains in
the stock market look to be more
driven by speculation on artificial
intelligence than increasing business
revenues, with just 20 high-tech
companies accounting for more than

half of the S&P 500 indexmore than
half of the S&P 500 index That’s.
That’s a record level of concentration
that increasingly looks like a hyped-up
bubble economy.

Pleasanton is in an economic bind
that we need to acknowledge isn’t
going to fix itself. Hotel occupancy has
been flat despite two new hotel open-
ings in Pleasanton in 2023. Businesses
that have closed recently aren’t going
to be replaced soon — it’s probably
more likely that more businesses will
fold in the future before any economic
turnaround.

Voters rejected Measure PP last
year and elected an anti-tax city coun-
cil on the promise that the financial
bind can be solved with cuts to ser-
vices alone. That was wishful thinking
then, and it’s going to be clear that the
rising economic tide is not going to
lift all boats after all — the tide may
actually be receding.

In such an environment, the city
can’t afford to pretend that it can just
cut its way to balance the budget,
especially if the economy takes a se-
rious downturn in the coming months
or years. Voters may ultimately be
called upon to pass a sales or other tax
measure if they want to maintain an
acceptable level of services in the city.
Mayor Balch and the council should
be laying the groundwork for when
that time comes.
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Opinions voiced in letters published in Mailbox are those of the
author and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Inde-
pendent. Anonymous letters will not be published. All letters are
required to have the name(s) of the person(s) submitting them,

city of residence and phone number, for verification purposes.

Letters may not contain advertising. Abusive letters and letters
containing ad hominem attacks may be rejected or edited. Let-
ters are subject to verification and may be edited for clarity
at the discretion of the editor. We reserve the right to decide
whether or not the letter will be published. Headings for all
letters may be edited at the discretion of the editor to properly
reflect their content. A headline will be added to letters received
without one. Frequent letter writers may have publication of
their letters delayed or not run at all. Letters should be limited
to 400 words or less and should be sent by email to letters@

independentnews.com or submitted using the form below.

The letters to the editor deadline is Monday at 8 a.m. If you

wish to submit a letter pertaining to a special event or meeting
taking place on a Monday before any given Thursday print edi-

tion — and you would like your letter to run that week — please
contact the editor (editor@independentnews.com) as soon as

possible on Monday to discuss the content and publication op-

tions. Otherwise, all letters submitted after 8 a.m. on Monday
must hold until the following week.

City of Dublin Just
Throws Money Around
Tom Evans, Dublin

At the beginning of No-
vember, while most Bay
Area cities were struggling
with their budgets, the City
of Dublin was in the enviable
position of having a $35M
surplus.  Amongst  other
items at their Nov. 4 council
meeting, they did two things
that deserve our attention:
1) they earmarked $25M of
the surplus for various uses,
and 2) renamed a fund from
Catastrophic Loss (a rainy
day fund for emergencies)
to Asset Contingency (just a
name change, they said, for
easier understanding). Out
of the $25M, about $8M was

made available as an increase
in the advance for the Dublin
Blvd. extension (now the po-
tential loan totaling $71M);
and $9M made available for
Downtown Dublin (the un-
explained fund now totaling
$45M). At the Dec. 2 Coun-
cil meeting, the City decid-
ed it needed an additional
unplanned-for $8.8M for a
capital improvement proj-
ect whose cost estimate had
suddenly doubled. The fund
for the CIP did not have the
entire $8.8M... so instead of
taking it from the surplus that
they had, they conveniently
took $5M from the newly
renamed Asset Contingency
fund. (So much for a rainy-
day fund for emergencies —
we have to fix the leaky clock

Correction

A story that began on page 1 in the Dec. 4 edition of The In-
dependent contained incorrect information on the capability
of Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory’s supercomput-
er, El Capitan. The computer, launched in November 2024
as the fastest in the world, is capable of 2.79 quintillion
calculations per second at peak performance.

= fnalependent

INLAND VALLEY PUBLISHING CO.
PUBLISHER: Joan Kinney Seppala
EDITOR: Dan Wood

Independent, 2250 First St., Livermore, CA 94550.

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER: David T. Lowell (In Memoriam)
EDITOR: Janet Armantrout (In Memoriam)

THE INDEPENDENT (USPS 300) is published every Thursday by Inland Valley Publishing Company, 2250 First
St., Livermore, CA 94550; (925)243-8000. Mailed at Periodical Postage Prices at the Livermore Post Office
and additional entry office: Pleasanton, CA 94566-9998. THE INDEPENDENT is mailed upon request. For more
information or to sign up visit www.independentnews.com. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The

Advertising and subscription rates may be obtained by calling (925)243-8000
during regular business hours or by emailing info@independentnews.com.

Editorial information may be

by emailing edi

www.independentnews.com

1ews.com

tower.) So, what’s my point?
First, don’t just look for ways
to spend money — Down-
town Dublin and the Bou-
levard Extension are both
expensive, unnecessary proj-
ects. Second, don’t be sneaky
by changing the name of a
fund that was designed to be
there for emergency use, and
then raid the fund because of
poor planning. That is not re-
sponsible governing.

Government Fraud
David Marco, Livermore

I knew this was happening,
but didn’t know how bad it is.
Following is a partial list of
problems correlated by Janet
Elaine Parks from sources
we all have access to. These
are not allegations. These are
findings from nonpartisan
Inspectors General and the
Government Accountability
Office (GAO).

IRS Tax Credit fraud: Bil-
lions paid out improperly due
to fake dependents, stolen
SSNs, and fraudulent filings.
Source: Treasury Inspector
General for Tax Administra-
tion (TIGTA), 2023-2024.

HUD Housing Assis-
tance fraud: Fake incomes,
forged documents, landlords
overbilling programs meant
for low-income families.
Source: HUD Office of In-
spector General, 2022-2024.

FEMA Disaster Relief
fraud: Fraud rings filing du-
plicate claims, fake address-
es, and multi-state scams
after hurricanes, fires, and
floods. Source: FEMA In-
spector General & DOJ
Disaster Fraud Task Force,
2021-2024.

Defense Contracting
fraud: Counterfeit parts, in-
flated invoices, and equip-
ment billed to the Pentagon
that never existed. Source:
DOD OIG, 2023.

EPA Grant abuse: Millions
funneled into “green proj-
ects” with falsified research
or no deliverables at all
Source: EPA Inspector Gen-
eral, 2022-2024.

Nonprofit & NGO mis-
use of Federal Funds: Tax-
payer-funded organizations
diverting grant money into
political activity and “ghost
programs.” Source: GAO &

DOJ Fraud Division, 2023—
2024.

A well-known exam-
ple that proves the pattern:
California’s ~ Employment
Development  Department
alone lost $20-30 billion in
unemployment fraud during
COVID — one of the largest
fraud scandals in U.S. histo-
ry. Source: California State
Auditor, 2021-2023. If a
single state can lose $30 bil-
lion, imagine what’s happen-
ing across dozens of federal
agencies.

The real issue: not just
fraud — but neglect.

What’s shocking isn’t
just the fraud itself; it’s
that Washington knew, for
YEARS: IGs warned Con-
gress, GAO issued reports,
fraud divisions made refer-
rals, oversight committees
demanded action, and noth-
ing happened.

Instead of addressing cor-
ruption inside their own agen-
cies, the establishment spent
years investigating, attack-
ing, censoring and smearing
Trump. Meanwhile, ignoring
billions in waste, abuse, and
criminal activity happening
inside the government itself.
These agencies had time to
investigate Trump, but not
time to investigate their own
fraud? That’s the definition
of a weaponized system.
Americans deserve to know
this. You can’t fix what you
don’t expose.

Bottom line: these aren’t
right-wing talking points;
they’re official audits, over-
sight reports, and DOJ cas-
es. Trump didn’t create this
corruption. He  inherited
it... again. And the louder
the system screams about
Trump, the more obvious it
becomes what they’re trying
to hide.

Does Kaplanis
Represent Livermore
Schools?

B.J. Reynolds-Koonce,
Livermore

I am writing to express
deep concern about Liver-
more School Board Trustee
Deena Kaplanis® participa-
tion as a featured speaker at
a partisan event titled “Ex-
ercising Parental Rights in

Today’s Culture,” co-spon-
sored by Turning Point USA
(TPUSA). According to
the public event listing, she
was billed as “Deena Ka-
planis, Livermore School
Board member ... who will
discuss current legislation
impacting families.” This
listing is publicly available
here:  https://patch.com/cal-
ifornia/livermore/calendar/
event/20251120/59b8d4£7-
888c-4b7e-a8e4-ald-
a9cb983 16/exercising-pa-
rental-rights-in-todays-cul-
ture

Turning Point USA is
widely recognized as a
far-right political organiza-
tion that actively promotes
conservative ideology on
high school, college, and
university campuses. Its
record includes document-
ed anti-immigrant and an-
ti-LGBTQIA+ positions,
which have been repeatedly
condemned by civil rights
organizations. For a sitting
LVJUSD trustee to appear
at an event co-sponsored by
such a group, while being
advertised under her offi-
cial school board title, raises
deeply troubling questions
about impartial governance
and about whether all stu-
dents and families can trust
her to represent them fairly.

School board trustees
assume a profound respon-
sibility: to serve every stu-
dent in the district without
partisan bias, and to ensure
that schools remain safe,
inclusive, and welcoming
for all children, including
LGBTQIA+ youth, immi-
grant families, multilingual
learners, and those from
historically marginalized
communities. When a trustee
chooses to participate in a po-
litically charged event tied to
an organization with exclu-
sionary and harmful rhetoric,
it undermines confidence in
that commitment.

The community deserves
clarity and accountability.
Specifically:

* Was Trustee Kaplanis
speaking in her personal ca-
pacity, or as a representative
of the LVJUSD Board?

» What “current legislation
impacting families” did she

discuss, and did that informa-
tion reflect district policy or
personal political views?

* Does the Board view
this appearance as consistent
with its ethics standards and
expectations for nonpartisan
leadership?

Our district prides itself
on values such as equity, be-
longing, and respect. These
values are not abstract;
they directly influence the
well-being and safety of our
students. When an elected
trustee risks lending official
legitimacy to an organization
whose rhetoric contradicts
those values, the Board must
respond openly. If a violation
of trust or ethics occurred,
the Board should consider
formal censure to reaffirm its
commitment to every student
and family it serves.

I also encourage fellow
community members to raise
these concerns at upcoming
school board meetings. Pub-
lic engagement is essential
to maintaining transparen-
cy and ensuring that district
leadership reflects the values
of Livermore.

Our students deserve lead-
ers who represent all of us.

Let’s Just Cram It In
Mark Strauch, Livermore

The Abboud Townhome
development should be a
concern for all Livermore
residents, not just those in the
surrounding area. It appears
that not only do we have
elected leaders that ignore
resident concerns, but this
also seems to extend to city
planning staff as well.

When  Councilmember
Kristie Wang commented:
“We need more housing and
it has to go somewhere,” that
demonstrated  indifference
on several fronts. This pro-
posal should have been vot-
ed down, and the leadership
statement should have been:
“We need more zoning-com-
pliant housing, and it has to
go somewhere appropriate
to, and consistent with, the
surrounding area.”

Why have zoning guide-
lines if we just decide to
waive them? Perhaps some

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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The opportunity to meet Santa Claus was among the attractions Dec. 5 at Holiday
Village in the Park at Carnegie Park in Livermore. Billed as “like a Hallmark Christmas
movie but in real life,” the event officially kicked off the downtown holiday season.

(Photo — Leah Silveira)
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(Continued from page 4)

people have forgotten (or
never knew) the zoning and
development battles that took
place to preserve the small-
town look and feel of Liver-
more, including views and
sightlines of the hillsides.

Councilmember ~ Wang
continues: “This is a rela-
tively low-density in a very
under-utilized lot.” 1 guess
the thinking goes: The temer-
ity of a single family home-
owner having a 0.62 acre lot,
when we can cram in a bunch
of townhouses by busting
height and setback require-
ments, and since we are soil-
ing up the place, we might
as well toss in a non-com-
pliant attached ADU to boot.
Not to worry, we will put in
place more traffic calming
measures (which to me are
actually distractions), and
there is really nothing to see
here since we have, literal-
ly, blocked your views and
sightlines with more tall
structures.

Author Diane Vaughn of
the book “The Challeng-
er Launch Decision: Risky
Technology, Culture and
Deviance at NASA,” coined
the term ‘“normalization of
deviance.” This is the psy-
chology that describes peo-
ple accepting something that
deviated from what they ex-
pected because nothing bad
happened. That continued at
NASA until something very
bad happened. Hopefully
Livermore does not reach
a point in the future where
everyone looks around and
asks: “What happened to our
beautiful small town?” only
to realize that they accepted
deviation after deviation until
we were no longer a beautiful
small town.

No MAGA or Dictator
Left Behind
Barry Brynjulson, Pleasanton

The Guardians of Pedo-
philes claim to be the party
of law and order, yet Trump
pardoned:

* Nearly 1,600 Jan. 6 in-
surrectionists  (1/20/25) of
felonies and misdemeanors
or those awaiting trial

* Lawrence Duran and
Marianella Valera (5/28/25),
who defrauded Medicare of
$287 million, were sentenced
to 50 years in prison in 2011
along with $87 million in res-
titution

* Paul Walczak (4/23/25),
convicted of tax evasion, par-
doned after his mother donat-
ed $1 million to a pro-Trump
PAC

e Changpeng  Zhao
(10/21/25), who pleaded
guilty to a crypto money
laundering scheme, and was
given a four-month sentence
and $50 million fine. Trump
claims he didn’t know Zhao
or his crime, but that many
people said he was a good
guy who was wrongly per-
secuted by Biden. His com-
pany had entered a business
deal with the Trump family

* 77 people (11/29/25) as-
sociated with the Fake Elec-
tors Plot of 2020, prior to
their trials

* David Gentile (11/29/25),
just days into his seven-year
sentence, after defrauding
thousands of $1.6 billion

* Ex-Honduran President
Juan Orlando Hernandez
(12/1/25), who flooded the
U.S. with cocaine for de-

cades. Sentenced to 45 years
in prison June 26, 2024.

War on drugs and Medi-
care fraud? Ha.

No MAGA or Dictator left
behind.

Democracy Will Win
Richard Andrews, Livermore

1933, a time of great un-
certainty and economic
chaos. In Germany, a charis-
matic maniac arose from the
beer-halls of Munich. A fail-
ing artist, Hitler was a good
orator at inspiring the troops.
His ideas were insane, but
brilliantly presented to a na-
tion in distress. His followers
were violent and physically
active. His name: Adolph
Hitler.

We know how that went:
Over 40 million killed, Ju-

daism ruined, and Europe
a disaster, with Germany
crushed.

2016 America was in good
shape. But a clever huckster
wanted his narcissistic self to
have his name everywhere,
and the power to purloin
wealth. He tried the same
ploy. He thought he was a
“god”, although he was five
times bankrupt and a lousy
business man. His name?
Donald John Trump.

A close ally of the noto-
rious pedophile, Jeffrey Ep-
stein. Trump is also a con-
victed rapist, and felon with
34 convictions for fraud.
But he has a cult similar to
Adolph’s, which is unwilling
to accept anything that He
doesn’t endorse. A lousy or-
ator, but powerful, he knows

how to use the news media to
create phony problems.

He used the slogan “Make
America Great Again” so he
could rebuild his own Reich.
Just as Hitler had tried. His
method? Destroy the greatest
and most successful democ-
racy in history. His cult nod-
ded their heads, listened to
his prophetic orations loaded
with “alternative facts” they
love to recount and spiel.

Now DIJT, like Hitler, is
trying to start a war so he
can further his destruction
of Democracy and institute
his Reich. His lackeys on
the SCOTUS allow it, with
few exceptions. And Mikey
and the Gang in Congress
go along with it. While the
Democrats are late getting
into the battle, they’ve joined
the battle for Democracy.

Trump may be trying to
take us down that destruc-
tive path, but we citizens
are at last pushing back with
leadership that values our
Constitution and Democracy
more than DJT loves “Mein
Kampf.”

He may have scammed
us, but America, with our
diversity and willingness to
allow freedom for all, will
hopefully give DJT the same
total rejection that Hitler had.
Hopefully, without the disas-
ter the world endured to rid
itself of Adolph.

May American Justice pre-
vail. And all fascists fail.

The Drums of War in
East Asia
Greg Scott, Livermore

As the United States con-
tinues being steeped in de-
lusion and distraction, the

drums of war sound in East
Asia with J-15 military air-
craft from the PRC’s (Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s)
CNS (Chinese Navy Ship)
Liaoning aircraft carrier ag-
gressively locking fire-con-
trol radar on Japanese F-15
monitoring military aircraft
in international waters south-
east of Okinawa. This result-
ed from the new Japanese
prime minister hypothetical-

ly stating that Japan would
defend Taiwan (Republic of
China) against a PRC mil-
itary attack. Consequently,
diplomatic and economic re-
lations between Japan and the
PRC are having their greatest
rupture since World War II.
The cowardice of President
Trump is doing little to back
Japan, one of our staunchest
allies, and the fourth largest

(See MAILBOX, page 6)
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The Ballet Roots Dance Company will present its annual production, “Christmas with Ballet Roots,” at the Livermore
High School Theater, 600 Maple Street, on Saturday, Dec. 13. The family-friendly production will showcase the
Pleasanton-based ballet troupe’s repertoire of classical and contemporary dance, along with a guest performance
by The Academy of Danse Libre, which features historical dance forms from the Victorian era to Ragtime and
The Roaring *20s. Performances are scheduled for 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Tickets are $25 and are available online at
balletroots.org. (Photo by Lucas Garron)
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economy on our planet. The
PRC has continued its pos-
turing in these recent events
by following up with 100
military aircraft flights from
the Liaoning.

It’s ironic that I am writ-
ing this in the early hours
of December 8th, the 84th
anniversary of President
Franklin Roosevelt’s “Day
of Infamy”” speech, following
the December 7, 1941 attack
on Pearl Harbor by Imperial
Japan, days after which Nazi
Germany, as a key member
of the Axis Powers, declared
war on the United States. The
United States’ naivete to the
hugely increasing military
power of the PRC portends
an historical corollary.

The ignorance of the Unit-
ed States citizenry on inter-
national affairs and econom-
ic realities is astounding. In
her letter, “Why You Should
Still Care about Schools —
Children or No,” (Mailbox,
12/4/2025), Tara Boyce ne-
glects to point out the frustra-
tion of local property taxpay-
ers with the abysmal failings
of the educational system. By
analogy, most PRC students
would eat United States stu-
dents for breakfast on the ba-
sis of knowledge and skills.

A large part of community
frustration is based on the
fact that community mem-
bers are not listened to —
either by the school board,
or by the City of Livermore
City Council.

“China is a sleeping drag-
on, when it awakes the whole
world will quake.”

The ignorances extend to
economics. The PRC and
Japan have extensive U.S.
Treasuries holdings, as part
of the $29 trillion U.S. Trea-
sury market financing the
$38 trillion federal govern-
ment debt.

Ask the students: How
will CalSTRS (California
State Teachers Retirement
System) and CalPERS (Cal-
ifornia Public Employees
Retirement System) make up
for the hundreds of billions
of dollars in their unfunded
liabilities?

Tell students the truth on
international and economic
affairs!

The Worst of Trump Will
Last Indefinitely
Eloise Hamann, Dublin

DJ6T does not worry
about climate disasters that
are fueled by his belief that

gas emissions, pollution of
our oceans with plastics and
garbage, are irrelevant. He
has no concern about the
consequences. He once said
that he’ll be gone by the time
the worst disasters become
prolific.

I recently attended a meet-
ing of the Bay Area Indepen-
dent Publishers. Each author
is given three minutes about
the books we are working on
or have finished. One great
thing about my genre of
Sci-Fi is that one can invent
a society of sentient beings
that mimic the worst aspects
of humans on Earth, hoping
that people will recognize
humans have the same is-
sues. Conceivably, the rec-
ognition could lead to im-
provement. In the description
of my book, Not Alone on
Earth, I said that the society
I created had governance that
was worse than ours, until
recently. The entire room of
fifty-plus people laughed and
clapped.

Praise for Mr. Wonderful
(part one)
Keith Jackson, Dublin

I have seen the light. I have
been against Donald Trump

before now, but the Trump
supporters have shown me
how wrong I have been. He
is truly the most wonder-
ful president we have ever
had (just ask him). He has
suffered terribly unfair op-
position without complaint
because that is the kind of
person he is. He is protecting
us from domestic terrorists
disguised as peaceful protest-
ers. Los Angeles would be
burning right now if not for
our fearless leader. He is also
protecting us from brown-
skinned criminals who are
taking jobs in the car wash-
es and fast food restaurants.
They even steal those high
paying jobs picking produce
in the fields. And why do
they do this? They claim it is
to feed their families. What
nonsense. Trump will put a
stop to all this. He is deal-
ing with boatloads of terror-
ists in international waters
pretending to be innocent
by blowing them out of the
water, sometimes more than
once. This proves how brave
he is. He is the most honest,
trustworthy  president we
have ever had. He never lies.
He has NEVER cheated at
anything his entire life. Not
on his wives or his taxes or

LLNL
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of implementing Genesis.

“Throughout history,
from the Manhattan Proj-
ect to the Apollo mis-
sion, our nation’s bright-
est minds and industries
have answered the call
when their nation needed
them,” Wright said in a
Nov. 24 DOE announce-
ment. “Today, the United
States is calling on them
once again. Under Presi-
dent Trump’s leadership,
the Genesis Mission will
unleash the full power of
our national laboratories,
supercomputers and data
resources to ensure that
America is the global lead-
er in artificial intelligence
and to usher in a new
golden era of American
discovery.”
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The platform, as out-
lined by the order, will
have access to proprietary,
federally curated and open
scientific datasets as it
engages in Al-directed
experimentation and man-
ufacturing.

Al covers a broad cate-
gory of computer systems
capable of finding patterns
within large datasets to
perform tasks instead of
relying on explicit in-
structions. Today’s Al sys-
tems can handle assign-
ments previously limited
to humans, such as essay
writing or software pro-
gramming, and at speeds
much faster than humans.
But the industry’s demand
for electricity and public
concerns of transparency,
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privacy and intellectu-
al property have driven
skepticism and calls for
regulation.

U.S. private investment
in AI grew to $109.1 bil-
lion in 2024, more than
four times the amount in
2023 and almost 12 times
the amount invested that
same year by China, the
world’s second- leading
private-investor country,
according to the 2025 Ar-
tificial Intelligence Index
Report from Stanford Uni-
versity.

The industry saw sig-
nificant inroads to Al
in medical devices and
self-driving cars in 2024
on top of chat-based agents
that assist in everything
from academic research
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EIREPTALE Tired of no burn days?
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JerrysFireplaces.com

to cooking to scheduling
vacations.

Trump’s executive
order directs Genesis to
apply the integrated plat-
form toward progress in
advanced manufacturing,
biotechnology, critical
materials, nuclear fission
and fusion energy, quan-
tum information science,
and semiconductors and
microelectronics. Gene-
sis has until Aug. 21 to
demonstrate initial operat-
ing capabilities in at least
one of these areas.

even at golf. Yet he is con-
stantly attacked by people
who claim to be concerned
citizens, but are obviously far
left radicals who are trying to
destroy Trump’s god-given
right to be president forever.

He is kind and full of com-
passion like his mentor and
boss Vladimir Putin. He has
never made a mistake in his
entire life, (I know this be-
cause he has said so), yet the
unworthy peasants contin-
ue to oppose him. He sup-
ports Christian values, even
though he has no idea what
they might be. Anyone in the
government who does not do
whatever he tells them to do
must be fired. This is already
underway, and it will contin-
ue until everyone who op-
poses him is fired or we run
out of employees, whichever
comes first.

(More to come in part
two.)

This Concerns Me
Kevin Bryant, Dublin

As a teenager, I spent two
summers traveling with the
carnival that went through
Pleasanton. 1 know how
carnival barkers work, and
Donald Trump is the best. He
managed to sell 77 million
tickets to his show.

Voting is a way to speak
your mind, and I'm glad
there was such a good turn-
out for the 2024 election, but
I'have a few concerns.

Why would any veteran,
who put their life on the line
to protect our rights, vote
for someone that is trying to
take away those rights? This,
after the way he treated a
Gold Star family, disrespect-
ed deceased American sol-
diers on D-Day celebrations
in France, and is cutting VA
budgets?

Why would a Somali man
who has been in America for
25 years, still support him
after he says he and his entire
people are “garbage™?

75% of his social spend-
ing cuts will come from rural
communities and red states,
yet those folks think he is
concerned about them. The

reason he thinks all prices are
going down is because Mc-
Donald’s lowered his whole-
sale price.

Why would any immigrant
from Central or South Amer-
ica still follow him, when he
claims their entire peoples
are drug-runners, rapists, and
are vermin?

Why would any self-re-
specting woman vote for
an admitted molester and
frequent adulterer, who is
condescending to not only
our female congressional
leaders but also female world
leaders? His constant insults
and derogatory nicknames
towards women are legend-
ary. Regardless of whether
he is guilty or innocent in
the Epstein case, the dozens
of women who have accused
him of inappropriate behav-
ior can’t all be wrong.

But the people that
shocked me the most are the
supposed Christians who
voted for him.

Is grabbing another per-
son’s genitals and bragging
about it a virtue? Has adul-
tery become an accepted
day-to-day activity in the
eyes of the church? What
about not having any other
Gods before him? And lastly,
how could they vote for any
Party that literally took food
out of very poor children’s
mouths to save a few bucks?
I really don’t remember
learning these values in Sun-
day School.

I’m sure not all 77 million
Trump supporters appreciate
some of the things Trump has
done, but enough still accept
his authoritarian aspirations,
and this concerns me.

925.337.5375
creekhillfarms.com
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AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING
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Estﬂte Wines

WINE TASTING AND
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS
FRI 12pm - 6pm, SAT, SUN & MON 12pm - 4:30pm

LIVE MUSIC AND FOOD VENDORS
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12pm - 4:30pm

WINE DAY FRIDAY - HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 12pm - 6pm
$10 GLASS, $20 FLIGHTS, $10 SPIRTZER & WINE SPECIALS

Make your online reservations at

Retzlaff Vineyards.com

PLEASE HELP BRING MIGUEL HOME

Miguel Lopez left in the photo, next to his son, Julian Lopez, and his wife, Rosa Lopez.

Livermore Wente Winery worker, married father of three and grandfather
Miguel Lopez
remains in Mexico after having been illegally deported in early June.

To donate to a GoFundMe account supporting the Lopez family, visit
https://www.gofundme.com/f/bring-miguel-back-to-his-loved-ones
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Congregation Beth Emek Invites
All to a Special Sabbath Service

Congregation Beth
Emek in Pleasanton will
celebrate the sixth night
of Hanukkah with a special
Sabbath service at 7:30
p-m. on Friday, Dec. 19.

The public is invited
and the sanctuary at 3400
Nevada Ct. will be illumi-
nated by menorahs brought
by the congregants.

Hanukkah is an eight-
day winter festival that
celebrates the second cen-
tury rededication of the

Holy Temple in Jerusalem
after almost 400 years of
Ptolemaic Dynasty rule of
Israel.

Dr. Laurence Milder,
rabbi at Congregation Beth
Emek, said Jews will be
praying with an extra de-
gree of gratitude this year
with an end to the fighting
between Israel and Hamas.

“It has been a difficult
two years,” Milder said.
“We are deeply grateful
to see a peace agreement

between Israel and Hamas,
and profoundly thankful
that those taken hostage
have come home.”

Jews light one candle
on a menorah during each
of the eight nights of Ha-
nukkah, which Milder said
helps them remain hopeful.

“The rabbis taught that,
in matters of holiness, one
should always increase
light, rather than decrease,”
Milder said. “The lights of
Hanukkah remind us to

retain our hope, even in
dark times.”

Other holiday customs
include songs, latkes (po-
tato pancakes) and games
played with a dreidel, a
four-sided top.

For more information
about Hanukkah events at
Congregation Beth Emek,
including those designed
especially for early child-
hood families, go to bet-
hemek.org, or call the syn-
agogue at 925-931-1055.

The Livermore-Amador Valley Transit
Offers Free Rides During Celebration

The Livermore Amador
Valley Transit Authority
(LAVTA) is offering free
rides throughout December
on bus #1609, as part of its
40th anniversary.

LAVTA said bus #1609,
dubbed the 40th Anniver-
sary Bus, will be assigned
to local and Rapid routes

throughout the Wheels sys-
tem and rotated on a weekly
basis.

Riders can learn which
route the bus #1609 is as-
signed on Wheels social
media or at wheelsbus.
com/40thanniversary.

Founded in 1985 with a
fleet of nine buses, LAVTA

now operates 66 buses. Rid-
ership topped 1.3 million
in 2024.

“We want to share our
excitement and gratitude
with our valued riders,”
said LAVTA Executive
Director Christy Wegener.
“Public transit is founda-
tional to the success of the

Tri-Valley, and Wheels
service has grown hand in
hand with the communities
we serve for the past 40
years.”

LAVTA will be hosting
community events and pro-
motions throughout 2026 to
celebrate its four decades of
service.

Dublin Legends Capture Cricket Finals

The Dublin Cricket
League (DCL) Legends
defeated the San Ramon
Cricket Association (SRCA)
Stars in the U16 finals match
in the Pleasanton-San Ra-
mon-Dublin National Youth
Cricket Tournament over
Thanksgiving weekend to

claim the San Ramon Griz-
zlies Cup.

More than 450 players
from 15 youth cricket clubs
participated in the eighth edi-
tion of the tournament, host-
ed by the cities of Pleasanton,
San Ramon, and Dublin.

SRCA teams also secured

second-place finishes in the
U12 and U14 divisions,
while DCL teams earned
runners-up honors in the U10
division.

The U10 division went to
the Blazer Cricket Academy
Challengers from Sunnyvale,
California, while teams from

the Bay Area Strikers Cricket
Academy took the U14 and
U12 divisions.

Almost 60 matches were
played at nine venues, gar-
nering more than 20,000
livestream views nationwide,
according to tournament
organizers.

Armchair Travelers To Hear about Ireland

Tom Mathews will pres-
ent an Armchair Travelers
program, “Ireland: Land
of Terrible Beauty,” at the

Joy to the World!

I WORSHIP

F

6 p.m. 12/24/2025

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
678 Enos Way
Livermore, CA 94551
www.saintbartslivermore.com
We invite you to experience the fullness
of God's love in our midst!

Civic Center Library in

Livermore at 1:30 p.m. on

Thursday, Dec. 11.
Mathews will share pho-

(i~

4:00 pm - Con’remporory Family Friendly

childcare provided 6mo. - 4yr.

9:00 pm - Traditional
SANCTUARY

_First Presbyterian Church - 2020 Fifth St. Livermore
925.447.2078 | www.fpcl.us

tos and stories of a three-
week trip to Ireland he took
with his wife, Dorrie, in
May 2025.

”(}hrisf mas
luncheon

e  FACE PAINTING & BALLOON
TWISTING FOR KIDS
. LUNCH FOR PURCHASE

14 DECEMBER 2025

CHURCH SERVICE @10:30AM
LUNCHEON @12PM

HARVEST VALLEY CHURCH

4400 ROSEWOOD DR, PLEASANTON
e rTrrrET—————

Holy Cross Lutheran
Church

530 PM
December 24, 2025

1020 Mocho St.
Livermore, CA 94550

« GAME OF BINGO (WIN PRIZES!)

This is a free program,
and registration is not re-
quired.

A young visitor appears a bit uncertain exactly what to
make of the surroundings during the City of Dublin’s
annual Tree Lighting festivities Dec. 4 at the Civic
Center. The event featured performances by local school
choirs and bands, arts and crafts, letters to Santa, hot
chocolate and cookies. (Photo — Jacob Clouser)
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Local Moms Are Baking It Forward

By Christina Cavallaro

PLEASANTON — What do
you get when you take four
moms with backgrounds in
education to lend a hand
around issues of food inse-
curity? You get a well-or-
ganized donation campaign
that exceeds goals and a van
full of food and uniquely
thoughtful care packages.
What began as the col-
lection of nonperishable
staples to create 100 Christ-
mas dinners (minus the

“We’re all moms,” said
Thorsden, a recently re-
tired teacher. “We’ve all
volunteered. And we’ve
all worked with kids. And
what we zeroed in on was,
when people can’t put food
on the table, they still have
kids who have birthdays
and they still want to do
something for them.”

Each kit comes com-
plete with all the fixings
to make a cake with icing,
colorful sprinkles and can-
dles, and includes a blank

. N
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ing 185 birthday-cake kits.

On top of that, members
of the group were astound-
ed by the amount of holiday
food items and monetary
donations they amassed by
reaching out to their col-
lective communities right
before Thanksgiving.

“I have to say I’'m over-
whelmed by the communi-
ty’s generosity,” said Mc-
Fadden, a recently retired
Fremont school principal.
“l mean, it’s crazy. My
(former) school donated a

—a

The volunteer village behind the successful “Bake it Forward” project in support of

the Alameda County Food Bank includes, left to right, James Thorsden, Lisa Thorsden,
Rochelle Morris, Kristin 0’Nesky, Peter McFadden, Heidi McFadden, Jeannie Johnson,
Mike Morris and Anu Ramakrishnan. Not shown is Sharon Beckley. (Photo — Aiden

McFadden)

meat) to support the Ala-
meda County Food Bank
turned into the creation
of the “Bake it Forward”
project.

Lisa Thorsden, Heidi
McFadden, Kristin O’Ne-
sky and Rochelle Morris
are the mastermind moms
behind the assembly of
birthday-cake kits that in-
ventively substitute Sprite
for perishable eggs and oil
so that parents experiencing
food insecurity can still
provide joyful birthdays for
their children.

birthday card and balloons
all wrapped in a pan for
baking and secured with a
cheerful bow.

O’Nesky, a school psy-
chologist said, “It’s basi-
cally a birthday in a box.”

The group of moms,
plus husbands and friend
volunteers, gathered Dec.
7 at Thorsden’s Pleasanton
home to assemble what had
been a target of 100 birth-
day-cake kits.

A dozen workers and
two hours later, the group
blew past its goal, complet-

whole bunch of stuff, too.
Our van outside is full of
holiday food ... stuffing and
rice and all of that.”

The women felt com-
pelled to act during the
most recent federal govern-
ment shutdown that lasted
an historic 43 days.

“You just felt so much
sadness for people that
were going to be affected by
that,” O’Nesky said. “And
even though this is some-
what small in comparison,
it felt good to be able to do
something concrete.”

The women wasted no
time in getting the word out
before Thanksgiving.

“I think people were
breaking bread with their
families and feeling grate-
ful but were also like, ‘Oh,
I have friends that are doing
this thing,”” Thorsden said.
“And I think people pitched
in more money that way.”

The group was ultimate-
ly able to raise $1,060. It
spent $277 on supplies and
donated $500 directly to
the Alameda County Food
Bank. The rest of the funds
they’ve earmarked for an-
other giving project they
have in mind for spring.

“I just feel like every-
body wanted to get in on
the joyfulness of it, which
is what we were going
for,” Thorsden said. “Even
in worry and concern and
food scarcity, we can find
some joy.”

All of the resources have
been distributed locally.

“Alameda County Food
Bank is the big hub, and
they parse out to small-
er gifting organizations,”
McFadden explained. The
group delivered to Liver-
more’s Graceland Pantry
and some items to Tri-
City Mobile Pantry, in Mc-
Fadden’s former Fremont
school district.

“So, we’re spreading the
footprint, but we’re keeping
it in Alameda County,” she
said.

The sad reality is that
when items are delivered,
they are gone immediately.

“The need is so great,
you could almost do this
every month, but obviously
you can’t, which sometimes
stops us from doing stuft,”
Thorsden said. “You’re
like, there’s an endless
need. But it doesn’t mean
you shouldn’t do some-
thing. Just help where you
can, whether it’s individual
people or a bigger thing.
Just help.”

TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thursday, Dec. 11

LIVERMORE AMADOR VALLEY GARDEN CLUB

The December meeting will be Herb Gardening in the Winter/ Holiday Potluck
and Social. The speaker, Tabbitha Cawelti from Alden Lane, will be teaching
that even though it is winter, gardeners need their hands in the dirt! This can
be accomplished by planting herbs and vegetables for the season. Members,
please provide a dish to share. Last name assignment: A-D sweet treats, E-L
cold side dish, M-P hot side dish, Q-R non-alcoholic beverage. S-Z finger foods.
On Dec. 11,6 to 8 p.m., at Crosswinds Church, 1660 Freisman Rd., Livermore
at the red Farm Theater Building.

Friday/Saturday, Dec. 12 and 13

VALLEY CONCERT CHORALE’S HOLIDY CONCERT

The Valley Concert Chorale opens its 2025-2026 season with “An American
Holiday: Christmas Choral Music from the Americas”, featuring songs from
Argentina, Venezuela, Mexico, and the U.S. The two performances will be held
Dec. 12,7:30 p.m. at Lynnewood Methodist Church, 4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton
and Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m., at Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave.,
Livermore. Tickets are $30. College students are $10 with valid student ID.
Children K-12 are free. Advance tickets may be purchased by visiting www.
valleyconcertchorale.org, or by calling (925) 866-4003.

Saturday, Dec. 13

NARNIA BALLET

Radiance School of Ballet will be presenting “Narnia — The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe™ at Las Positas College’s Mertes Theater on Dec. 13. There
will be two performances: 2:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Radiance School of Ballet
is a local nonprofit classical ballet school based in Dublin. See radianceballet.
com for more information.

Saturday, Dec. 13

CHRISTMAS WITH BALLET ROOTS

Pleasanton’s Ballet Roots Dance Company announces the return of its annual
production, “Christmas with Ballet Roots”. The festive, family-friendly production
showcases the company’s diverse repertoire, blending stunning classical ballet
with lively contemporary pieces. Showtimes are at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. on Dec.
13 at the Livermore High School Theater, 600 Maple St. Tickets are available
at balletroots.org/events.html. For more information, visit www.balletroots.org.

Saturday, Dec. 13

‘THE TREASURES OF CHRISTMAS’ CONCERT

Saint Clare’s Episcopal church in Pleasanton will present its Christmas concert,
“Treasures of Christmas” on Dec. 13 at 7 pm. The concert will feature the
chancel choir and orchestra telling the Christmas story in a variety of musical
presentations. Highlighted will be the Stringed Quartet of San Francisco, “Feat.
Amore Strings”. All are welcome. There is no charge but a free will offering
will be accepted. At 3350 Hopyard Rd., in Pleasanton.

Sunday, Dec. 14

ASHBURY CHRISTMS CONCERT

Asbury United Methodist Church is excited to present its annual Christmas
concert on Dec. 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary at 4743 East Ave., Livermore.
The concert will feature performances by the Asbury Bell Choir, Children’s Choirs,
Adult Choir, and several of Asbury’s talented instrumentalists. Childcare will
be provided for young children; please RSVP. A homemade cookie reception
will follow. A free will offering can be made at the door. The concert will also
be live-streamed on asburylive.org and the Asbury UMC YouTube channel (@
AsburyLivermore). For more information or to RSVP, please contact (925) 447-
1950 or email office@asburylive.org.

Sunday, Dec. 14

HOUSE CONCERT: THE LAS POSITAS COLLEGE JAZZ FACULTY ENSEMBLE
The Livermore Jazz Society presents the swingin’ sounds of the Las Positas
College Jazz Faculty Ensemble! A house concert will be held on Dec 14, 2-4

p.m., with Mario Silva: trumpet, Raymond Chen: tenor sax, Dan Marschak:
piano, Cindy Browne Rosefield: bass, and Jeff Marrs: drums. Details at www.
livermorejazzsociety.org/events or email info@livermorejazzsociety.org. If seats
are available, you will receive a written invitation with the concert address.
Seating is limited, so advance notice is highly recommended. Livestream
available. Suggested donation: $20 per person.

Sunday, Jan. 18

HOUSE CONCERT: SIXPENNY

The Livermore Jazz Society will host a house concert featuring Sixpenny, lively
music that makes audiences smile and raise a pint! Sixpenny is dedicated to
traditional Celtic music, played on acoustic instruments. Their fiddle-forward
approach gives propulsive energy to the rhythmic beat of jigs, the dance music
of reels, rousing songs and ballads. On Jan. 18 from 2-4 p.m. Details at www.
livermorejazzsociety.org/events or email info@livermorejazzsociety.org. If seats
are available, you will receive a written invitation with the concert address.
Seating is limited, so advance notice is highly recommended. Livestream
available. Suggested donation: $20 per person.

Thursday, Jan 22 and 29

SQUARE DANCING LESSONS

Cactus Corners, a local nonprofit, is offering free introductory square-dancing
classes on Jan. 22 and 29 to new dancers. Lessons will continue through the
rest of the year. Anyone age 8 and up is invited. At Sunrise Mobile Home Park,
856 Sundial Circle, Livermore, in the Community Room. For more information
and to be placed on the class notification list, email Margaret at mmiller1435@
gmail.com or call 925-518-7624.

Sunday, Feb. 8

2026 LIONS SPEECH CONTEST FOR COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

The Livermore Lions Club is holding its annual Student Speaker Contest on Feb.
8 at the Civic Center Library in Livermore. The contest provides scholarships
for high school students after graduation. Each of up to six students presents
a 5- to 10-minute speech on the topic, “Youth Mental Health: Overcoming
Barriers to Well-Being.” The contest is open to high school students in and
around Livermore. For more information and to enter the contest, call Ann at
805-405-8742.

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES

FOOD RELIEF SERVICES

Local residents can access vital food-assistance services to help meet basic
needs. Food relief services can be found at:

Children’s Emergency Food Bank; 7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin; appointments
M-F, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 925-828-5363;

St. Raymond Catholic Church, 11555 Shannon Ave., Dublin; third Sat. of the
month, 8to 11 a.m.;

Open Heart Kitchen; M-F, 1 to 5 p.m.; 450 N. Livermore Ave., Livermore;
Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry , 150 N. “L” Street, Livermore; 925-449-1664 —
M-Th, 1to 5 p.m.; Fri/Sat 12to 4 p.m.;

Alameda County Community Food Bank; 510-635-3663; M-F, 9 a.m.to 4 p.m.

ONGOING EVENTS

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

In AA, we don’t tell anyone to do anything. We talk about our own drinking, the
trouble we got into, and how we stopped. To find a local meeting in person or on-
line, visit valleyservicecenteraa.org or call the 24-hour hotline at 925-829-0666.

SATURDAY PLEASANTON FARMERS MARKET
Open Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Main Street and West Angela Street.
Seniors 60 and over are welcome for specialized shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.

SUNDAY LIVERMORE DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET
Open year-round on Sundays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in downtown Livermore, on
Second St. between J St. and L St.

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar and visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online.

MANO

(Continued from front page)

The couple met while
students at Brigham
Young University in Pro-
vo, Utah. Ken was work-
ing at the bookstore where
Carolyn went looking for
a job. She recently found
an old diary that docu-
mented the moment.

“‘I met this very cute
man,’” Carolyn read
aloud. ““And his name
was Ken Mano.’ I didn’t
get the job ... but I got the
man. And he’s still kind of
cute, huh?”

The Manos, who were
born and raised in the U.S.
but are of Japanese heri-
tage, were young children
when World War II started
and roughly 120,000 Jap-
anese Americans on the
West Coast were incarcer-
ated. Ken was born in Los
Angeles, where his father
had a prosperous produce
market before the war.

“As my mom tells it,
they sold everything for
10 cents on the dollar

. their valuables, all
their stuff from Japan
they pretty much burned
because they were afraid
they’d get in trouble or
punished,” he said.

In 1941, Ken, who was
2 at the time, along with
his parents and 1-year-old
sister, left Los Angeles
on a voluntary evacua-
tion and headed for Utah,
where they had a relative.

“There was a short
period where, if you had
some place to go, then
you could leave,” Ken
explained.

“That was the only
reason they could move,”
Carolyn added.

“My parents basically
had to take whatever they
could (carry),” Ken said.
“They just left their home,
refrigerators, everything.
We ended up living in a
refurbished chicken coop
for a while.”

Eventually, the family
settled into farming life
and moved to Bountiful,
just north of Salt Lake City.

“They were all Mor-
mons,” Ken said. He used
to watch after school as
kids walked around the
block to the church, where
there was a youth pro-
gram.

“And so, we probably
just thought that’s what
we were supposed to do,”
he said, laughing. Ken
joined the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (LDS) when he was
12, along with his young-
er siblings and eventually
his mother and father.

“Our family is very
active in the church, so
that’s a good thing that
came out of that,” he said.

Carolyn was born in
1942 and raised in the
small, close-knit commu-
nity of Highland, Utah.

“I was not aware until I
went to college that there
was so much prejudice
because Japanese people
are very proud, and Dad
and Mom never com-
plained,” she said. “They
were called derogatory
names and had to ride at
the back of the bus.”

But in Highland, Car-
olyn‘s family owned a
farm and was welcomed
into the LDS church and
community.

“I was very accepted,
and we were a close-knit
youth group. I just was
the happiest I could be,”
she said. It wasn’t until
she met Ken and read a
paper he’d written for
college about his experi-
ence during the war that
she understood her own
history.

“I was totally astound-
ed that actually went on
because my childhood
was happy,” she said.

In fact, a childhood
friend wrote to her recent-
ly with an apology. “He
said, ‘We were told never
to date you.’ I had no idea
because they were so ac-
cepting that I just felt like
the rest of them. And what
I remember is the good-
ness they showed me.”

The Manos, together,
have been showing good-
ness their whole adult
lives with impactful acts

of service both large and
small.

Miller recalled an oc-
casion when Ken learned
that Miller needed to haul
something that was too
large to fit in his own van.

“He contacted me and
offered to loan me his
old truck,” Miller said.
“Apparently he no longer
needed it but held onto it
to loan out to people.”

The Manos both came
from farming back-
grounds and learned early
about hard work --- Car-
olyn was driving tractors
at age 9 --- and lending a
hand to neighbors.

“Pleasanton’s been a
great place for us to live,”
Ken said. “We’ve never
had any problems with
discrimination or any-
thing.”

Carolyn added, “It’s
just really friendly and
kind people, very con-
cerned about local issues
and involved. So, it’s very
easy to mingle with them.

There were just three
or four Japanese fami-
lies in the area when the
Manos moved to the city.

When their kids were
growing up, Carolyn was
especially active in their
schools.

“She’s always done a
lot of things,” her hus-
band said. “Like room
mother, PTA, and she was
always the soccer mom.
She made banners for the
soccer teams and ran the
snack bar for the Amador
Athletic Boosters for 10
years.”

The Manos are now
proud grandparents to 15
grandkids.

“Children are God’s
blessing to me. I love
children,” Carolyn said.
“I just listened to K-Pop
(South Korean pop music)
this morning.” Her grand-
kids love it. “I thought,
‘I can’t be an illiterate
Grandma.’ I found myself
bouncing to it. At my age,
hey, you know, I got to
keep up.”

As far as keeping up,
she and Ken do not seem
to have ever slowed down.
Carolyn is battling breast
cancer for the third time
and said her body isn’t
working as well as it did
previously. She pointed to
Ken. “He’s my Japanese
gardener. One day he said,
’Do you know we have a
backyard?’ I seldom go
out there. I just enjoy the
fruits of his labor. He does
it all.”

The garden may be the
only thing they don’t do
together.

“We both like sports,
especially BYU foot-
ball, basketball and vol-
leyball,” Ken said. “We
watch all the games. At
least we do it together.”

“We’ve got bucket
seats in our couch now,”
Carolyn said, laughing.

The couple’s latest
“fun thing we were called
to do,” Carolyn said, is
being LDS service mis-
sionaries throughout the
Bay Area. Their efforts
involve pairing nonprofits
in need with grants from
the LDS church.

“So, we visited all these
places, and it was amaz-
ing to me the goodness
of people in all areas to
help other people who are
in need ... the goodness
that is out in the world,”
Carolyn said. “You hear all
the dark parts, but there’s
so much good and then we
got to serve together in the
same effort.”

Ken added, “It’s really
fun. And like she said,
we’re able to work togeth-
er and visit these places.
The people that run those
organizations are really
amazing. They’re just
so caring and loving and
dedicated to helping other
people.”

This article is part of
a series of periodically
appearing stories called
“People Portraits.” Do
you know of someone in
the Tri-Valley whose story
you think the community
might like to hear? If so,
please email christina@
independentnews.com
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REVITALIZATION

(Continued from front page )

workforce development.

Toward that end, city
staff have begun promoting
Pleasanton as a prime des-
tination for new businesses
through print brochures, a
new webpage aimed at pro-
spective business owners and
an increase in social-media
promotion of local business-
es. The city completed an as-
sessment of vacant retail sites
and Pleasanton’s retail-mar-
ket outlook, launching a
six-month retail attraction
strategy in September that
began conversations with
brokers, property owners and
target tenants.

Possible partnerships with
the Pleasanton Downtown
Association (PDA), Pleasan-
ton Chamber of Commerce
and the Alameda County

Fairgrounds also look to
position the city as a desti-
nation ahead of Super Bowl
LX and the FIFA World Cup,
both of which are scheduled
for Levi’s Stadium in Santa
Clara next year. Current dis-
cussions with hoteliers and
others in the lodging industry
may also lead to a hotel-tax
increase next year.

Mayor Jack Balch said,
“Between innovation-based
business, between what
we’ve already just done on
(design-review permits), and
kind of these focus items that
we’re doing in partnership
with the PDA, Hacienda
and trying to do it, I think
we’re showing Pleasanton’s
strength is starting back up
and really a lot of opportu-
nities ahead of us.”

Councilmember Craig
Eicher said he is excited to
see the strategic plan move
forward. “Not only does it
support our businesses, which
will help them do better, but
their success is our success at
the same time, so it’s funda-
mental that we are a partner
and work in service of our
community to ensure that we
can take care of ourselves
while taking care of the busi-
nesses in our community.”

Looking ahead, city staff
will continue to seek more
opportunities to streamline
retail and commercial per-
mitting while creating a
guide for business owners
outlining the development-
review process, regulations,
permits and licenses for set-
ting up in Pleasanton.

DOWNTOWN

(Continued from front page )

sound.

The amendments also
create a new chapter of the
Municipal Code governing
outdoor entertainment and
establish two permitting
pathways. Smaller, compli-
ant activities may receive
a Zoning Clearance, while
larger or potentially louder
events would require a Mi-
nor Use Permit. All enter-
tainment setups must meet
applicable Building and Fire
Code requirements.

To ensure compatibility
with nearby uses, the city
set operating limits. Out-
door entertainment must
occur within an approved
dining area and operate only
between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m.
Sunday through Thursday,
and between 10 a.m. and 10
p.m. Friday and Saturday.
Amplified sound must com-
ply with the Noise Ordinance
and is limited to music and
human speech. Businesses
must also monitor sound
levels regularly and correct
issues as needed to remain
compliant.

If simultaneous events
at neighboring businesses
created greater impacts, the
city could require a Minor
Use Permit to allow addition-
al review and site-specific
conditions.

Some residents raised
concerns about potential
increases in noise, traffic

and late-night activity. At the
Planning Commission’s Nov.
19 hearing, four members
of the public voiced similar
concerns, which staff said
helped shape the final oper-
ating hours, noise limits and
the option to require a Minor
Use Permit when additional
oversight is needed. The
city’s goal, staff said, is to re-
main flexible while maintain-
ing strong noise abatement
tools and compatibility with
nearby homes.

The update builds on ear-
lier downtown activation
efforts. In 2023, the City
Council adopted Outdoor
Seating Design Guidelines
to improve outdoor dining
spaces and support a more
vibrant commercial environ-
ment. Since then, staff has
worked with businesses to
encourage complementary
uses — including entertain-
ment — to help energize the
district.

A citywide survey sent
to business owners in Sep-
tember showed strong sup-
port for allowing outdoor
entertainment, especially on
weekend evenings.

As part of its analysis,
the city reviewed how other
Tri-Valley communities reg-
ulate entertainment. Noise
was a common theme across
the region. Pleasanton uses
Temporary Use Permits or
Conditional Use Permits,

along with Downtown Hos-
pitality Guidelines that out-
line expectations for outdoor
and indoor entertainment.
Livermore relies on a city-
wide Temporary Use Permit
approach. Those practic-
es helped shape Dublin’s
two-tier permitting structure.

Businesses outside the
DDSP area must continue
to apply for Temporary Use
Permits if they want to host
outdoor entertainment.

For public outreach, the
city mailed notices to proper-
ty owners and tenants within
the DDSP area and within
300 feet of its boundaries,
including publishing legal
notices and sending updates
to individuals who requested
planning notifications.

Josey appointed

Jean Josey was appointed
Dublin’s vice mayor for the
term extending through Dec.
3, 2026. It marks her second
time in the role, after previ-
ously having served in 2022.

A City Council member
for seven years, Josey has
focused on public safety,
infrastructure and long-range
planning, drawing on a deep
understanding of how the
city’s departments and pol-
icies work together. Josey
and her husband moved to
Dublin in 2000.

Kashef Qaadri had been
serving as vice mayor.

COUNCIL

(Continued from front page )

es amounted to roughly $3.9
million, of which 67% was
earned and 33% contributed.
The expenses tallied $4.3
million, with 77% going to
programming, leading to a
deficit of $400,000.

Carter said that the big-
gest challenges facing the
Bankhead are rising expens-
es, which have continued to
increase every year, and the
variability in fundraising.

“For the time being, I
think we’re in really good
shape,” he said. “In the long
term, I want to make sure that
the facility itself is cared for
as best as possible. I think
that’s the one thing where
we can do a better job of
really coming together with
a plan, but other than that, I
feel pretty confident about
our programming. ... I don’t
think we’re going to be going
anywhere anytime soon.”

Carter estimated that with
LVA’s current list of capital
needs over the next 10 to 15
years, roughly $2-3 million
worth of Bankhead assets
will need to be taken care
of, upgraded or maintained.

Thirteen other speak-
ers, mostly leaders of local
non-profit and arts organi-
zations, voiced support for
LVA and the Bankhead, and
thanked the city for its contin-
ued commitment to the arts.

“The Bankhead Theater
is not only a cultural land-
mark,” said Christine Dill-
man, executive director for
Tri-Valley Haven and chair
of the Tri-Valley Non-Profit
Alliance (TVNPA). “It is a
community asset in the truest
sense. LVA’s ongoing com-
mitment to accessibility and
inclusion benefits non-profits
across the Tri-Valley. LVPAC
(Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center) regularly
partners with local service

organizations like Tri-Valley
Haven, expands access to the
arts and enhances the overall
well-being of our region.”

Without the Bankhead,
the city would’ve missed
out on more than 3,000 pro-
grams, 1.1 million-plus at-
tendees and more than $30
million contributed to the
downtown economy over
the past 18 years, according
to the annual report.

“It is a true community
asset, but also the crown
jewel of our region,” said
Kelly Bowers, CEO of Three
Valleys Community Foun-
dation. “From the youth
perspective, there’s a great
deal of discussion about
the achievement gap, but as
educators and community
leaders know full well, the
gap is rooted just as deeply
in experience, exposure and
opportunity. That’s precisely
where the Bankhead shines,
and the Bothwell (Arts Cen-
ter). These are places where
young people, including
those who are underserved
or may never have had the
chance to travel beyond their
neighborhood, gain access to
performances, master class-
es, multi-cultural events and
world-class artists.”

As a center for the arts,
the Bankhead has been es-
sential to the success and
growth of local non-profit
arts organizations, includ-
ing the Livermore-Amador
Symphony, Pacific Chamber
Orchestra, Del Valle Fine
Arts, Livermore Valley Op-
era, CYT Tri-Valley Youth
Theater, Tri-Valley Theater
Company, Cantabella Chil-
dren’s Chorus and Valley
Dance Theater.

“For me, the Bankhead
isn’t just a building. It’s the
cultural heart of our city and
a crucial contributor to the

region’s incredible quality of
life,” said Shaké Sulikyan,
founder and CEO of Shaké
Sulikyan Consulting. “Their
commitment to variety is
extraordinary — it truly pro-
vides something for everyone.
It’s incredible to find such a
diverse and high-quality line-
up under one roof. But the
benefits far extend beyond the
curtain call. LVA is dedicated
to community partners and is
actively engaged in making
our community better, not just
entertaining it.”

The Bankhead has also
served as a gathering and
learning place for organiza-
tions such as TVNPA, along
with the Livermore Valley
Chamber of Commerce,
Visit Tri-Valley, Futures
Explored, Quest Science
Center, Tri-Valley R.I.S.E.,
Sunflower Hill, Harmony &
Healing, the ALS Cure Proj-
ect, the Pedrozzi Scholarship
Foundation, the Livermore
Cultural Arts Council, the
Livermore Arts Association,
Alameda County and even
the City of Livermore, which
has held events at the Bank-
head on numerous occasions.

“We all understand the
importance of the arts,”
Mayor John Marchand said.
“Thinking back on some
very scary times about 14
years ago when the Bank-
head was within a few weeks
of closing forever and the
city, recognizing just how
important that asset was,
bought the Bankhead — en-
suring its long-term viability.
... We recognize the impor-
tance of the arts, and how
it really is an investment in
the community. I sincerely
appreciate the work that
LVA does, our partnership,
and look forward to many
decades and generations of
the arts here in Livermore.”

Local Author Is Chosen for
Livermore Reads Together

For the first time in its
19-year history, the annual
Livermore Reads Together
program next spring will
feature a novel written by a
local author.

The Livermore Public Li-
brary last week announced
that the community had
selected “Silver Lies” by
Livermore resident Ann
Parker for the program.

Set in a late 19th centu-
ry Colorado mining town,
“Silver Lies” was the first
in the 8-book Silver Rush
Mysteries series by Parker, a
Livermore resident who also
runs a freelance writing and
editing firm, Wizard with
Words, and occasionally
writes for the Lawrence Liv-
ermore National Laboratory.

The historical novel was
one of six Western-themed
titles the library suggested
for the 2026 Livermore

Reads Together program.

“Silver Lies” received
154 votes from community
members, more than any of
the other choices, according
to the library.

Published in 2003, “Sil-
ver Lies” won the Willa Lit-
erary Award for Historical
Fiction and the Colorado
Gold Award.

It was also a finalist for
the Bruce Alexander Histor-
ical Mystery Award and the
Western Writers Association
Spur Award for Best Novel
of the West.

Publishers Weekly
named it a best mystery of
the year.

Set in the silver boom-
town of Leadville, “Silver
Lies” introduces Inez Stan-
nert, co-owner of the Silver
Queen Saloon. She runs the
saloon with her business
partner, Abe Jackson, a free

Black man whose presence
in the frontier town chal-
lenges the social norms of
the time.

When a body is discov-
ered behind the saloon, the
two are drawn into a web
of secrets, betrayals and
rivalries, and Stannert must
confront not only dangerous
truths about others but also
the hidden past she carries
herself.

The Livermore Reads
Together program will begin
in March, with the library
hosting a series of West-
ern-themed events inspired
by the featured book.

Meanwhile, the library
has copies of “Silver Lies”
available for checkout.

All Livermore Reads
Together events will be free
and open to the public.

For more information, go
to library.livermoreca.gov.

OBITUARIES

Praveen “Rob” Singh, born
on March 1, 1967, passed away
peacefully on Nov. 30, 2025, at
the age of 58. He is preceded
in death by his loving parents,
Pargan and Geeta. He leaves
behind his two devoted sisters,
Anita and Vinita; his cherished
nephews, Evan and Aaron; his
beloved grandson, Aubrey; and
his faithful puppy, Louis.

Rob was a loving son, broth-
er, uncle, and grandfather whose
warmth, humor, and kindness
touched everyone who knew
him. His nephews, Evan and
Aaron, were a great source of
pride and joy. He loved taking
them to Cal football games,
Golden State Warriors games,
and MMA fights—moments
filled with excitement, laughter,
and connection.

He was affectionately called
“Pops” by Aubrey, who adored
spending time with him. Their
routines together—especial-
ly watching Sesame Street—
brought Rob immense happiness
and strengthened their special
bond.

Rob had a deep love of learn-

Praveen “Rob” Singh

March 1, 1967 — Nov. 30, 2025

ing and a sharp curiosity about
the world. He followed current
events closely and had a passion
for history, particularly stories
from World War II. He enjoyed
reading about the era and watch-
ing the films and documentaries
that explored its bravery, com-
plexity, and humanity.

Rob also cherished laughter.
He loved comedy shows and
counted Chris Rock and Kevin

Hart among his favorites. His
taste in music was just as heart-
felt—he enjoyed listening to
U2, Metallica, AC/DC, Black
Sabbath and other classic artists
whose songs brought him com-
fort and joy.

Rob found great fulfillment
in his work at Our Savior Lu-
theran School, where he espe-
cially enjoyed interacting with
the children and being part of a
nurturing, supportive commu-
nity. His kindness, humor, and
patience made a lasting impact
on the students and staff alike.

A dedicated sports fan, Rob
enjoyed following the English
Premier League, MMA, college
football, the NFL, and basket-
ball. To him, sports were more
than entertainment—they were
opportunities to bond with the
people he loved.

Rob’s gentle spirit, loyalty,
humor, and generosity will live
on in the hearts of all who were
fortunate enough to know him.
His family and friends will for-
ever cherish the memories he
created and the love he shared
throughout his life.

Sandra “Sandy” Ruth Gundersen

Sandra “Sandy” Ruth Gun-
dersen, age 80, passed away
peacefully in her home in Liv-
ermore, California, on Dec. 2,
2025. She was born on Feb. 5,
1945, in Memphis, Tennessee.

Sandy was a devoted and
loving wife of 56 years to Jack
Gundersen, and together they
created a life filled with warmth,
devotion, and unwavering love.
She was a cherished mother
to Leon (Elia) Gundersen and
Jackie Freitas, and a proud
grandmother to Dallas, Jacob,
Andrew, Ethan, and Adam—
who brought her endless joy. She
is also survived by her sister-in-
law, Beverly Terrell, along with
many nieces, nephews, cousins,
and lifelong friends who she
embraced as family.

Sandy was truly an angel
here on earth. Known for her
warmth, kindness, and gentle
spirit, Sandy had a way of mak-
ing everyone feel welcomed and

Feb. 5, 1945 — Dec. 2, 2025

loved. Nothing meant more to
her than her family. Her children
and grandchildren were the light
of her life, and she poured her
heart into every moment spent
with them. Her sweetness, com-
passion, and loving presence
touched everyone who knew
her, leaving behind a legacy of
warmth and grace.

Services will be held on

Saturday, Dec. 13, at Callaghan
Mortuary, 3833 East Ave., Liv-
ermore, California.

- Viewing: 10:30 a.m. —
11:00 a.m.

- Service: 11:00 a.m. —
12:00 p.m.

- Reception: 12:00 p.m. —
2:00 p.m.

Family and friends who
wish to accompany the family
to the gravesite may join them
in departing at 2:00 p.m. for the
Graveside Service at Roselawn
Cemetery, 1240 N. Livermore
Ave., Livermore, California.

Sandy’s love, compassion,
and angelic spirit will continue
to live on in the hearts of her
family and all who were blessed
to know her.

Callaghan Mortuary is hon-
ored to be serving the Gundersen
family. An online guestbook
is available for condolences at
www.callaghanmortuary.com.

Dana Michelle Mendenhal
Sept. 17, 1965 — Nov. 26, 2025

Dana Michelle Mendenhal
was born on Sept. 17, 1965, to
Tony and Arlene Mendenhal at
Eden Hospital in Castro Valley,
California.

She attended San Loren-
zo High School and went to
work right after graduation. She
worked for Fuller McRoberts in
the accounting department and
was very successful. She met
Matthew Croghan, and they
married before settling in Liver-
more to raise their two children,

Korrine and Sean.

She later went on to work at
LARPD and was a member at
Brave Church.

She is survived by her son,
Sean; her daughter Korrine pre-
deceased her in 2007; and her
sister, Tanya.

Burial will be held on Friday,
Dec. 12, 1 p.m., at Memory Gar-
dens, 3873 East Ave, Livermore.

Celebration of life to follow
at 3 p.m., Brave Church in
Dublin.

Kenneth Raymond Ander-
son, a generous, hard-working,
and honest man, passed away on
Oct. 18, 2025, at the age of 70.
Born on Oct. 25, 1954, in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, Kenneth
was the beloved son of the late
Myron and Barbara (Lovejoy)
Anderson. Raised in Livermore,
California, he graduated from
Granada High School in 1973.

Kenneth owned his own con-

Kenneth Raymond Anderson
Oct. 25, 1954 — Oct. 18, 2025

struction business for 30 years,
demonstrating his dedication
and commitment to his craft. His
work ethic was admired by many
and left a lasting impact on those
he worked with.

Kenneth was one of five
siblings, with two brothers,
Thomas Anderson and Jerry
Anderson, and two sisters, Susan
Nail and Sandy Anderson. He
leaves behind two sons, Colton

Anderson and Samuel Anderson,
who carry on his legacy.

In addition to his profession-
al achievements, Kenneth had
a passion for bull riding in the
rodeo and was an avid gunsmith.
He was also a devoted dog lover,
and his Cane Corso, Karma, was
his best friend for seven years.

Kenneth will be remembered
fondly by his family, friends, and
all who knew him.
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Dublin Girls Embracing an Ambitious
Schedule in Quest for Improvement

By Mitch Stephens

DUBLIN — Dublin High
School girls basketball
coach Jose Alvarez didn’t
play much basketball while
growing up in Daly City
and attending Jefferson
High. Soccer was his game.

When his own children
showed more passion for
hoops, he shifted his in-
terest, as well, but com-
bined the principles of both
sports.

“Both rely on quickness
and footwork, passing and
angles,” he said.

Alvarez appears to al-
ways have an angle — a
purpose — which is one of
the reasons he’s regarded
as one of the top rising girls
basketball coaches in the
Bay Area.

It took him just one
season to turn back-to-
back losing secasons at
Moreau Catholic-Hayward
into consecutive North
Coast Section Division III
championships in 2019-20
and 2021-22 (there were
no NCS playoffs in 2020-
21 due to the COVID-19
pandemic).

Since his hire at Dublin
in 2023, the Gaels went
from 10-13 the season be-
fore to 17-13 and then 22-7
last season.

“We hit a ton of our
goals we set at the start of
the season,” he said. “One
was to reach 20 wins, and
we did that. We asked the
girls to score 60 points

each game, and we did that
several times (14, to be
exact). We wanted to hold
opponents to under 45, and
we did that (18 times).

“It was a very success-
ful season.”

Next Level

To get to the next level,
Alvarez has a new angle,
and it will be in full view
Thursday, Dec. 11 when
the Gaels (2-1) visit state
powerhouse San Ramon
Valley-Danville.

Last season, Dublin
opened with 12 straight
wins, by an average mar-
gin of 26 points, against
overmatched teams. The
Gaels went 10-7 the rest
of the way — 6-3 in the
rugged East Bay Athletic
League — but a 65-58,
first-round NCS loss to
Northgate-Walnut Creek
left the squad a little empty.

Then again, other than
missing 19 free throws,
including their final 10 in
a row, the Gaels played
great in the season-ending
defeat.

“We just picked the
wrong night to have our
worst free-throw game,”
Alvarez said. “I think our
legs were just done. We
had played a lot of games
late in the season.”

So why not get the jug-
gernauts out of the way
early? And learn from your
lumps?

Like playing defending
state Division I champion

Carondelet-Concord to
open the season.

Alvarez said he got per-
mission from both league
officials and other coaches
to play EBAL games in
December, and Carondelet
obliged by thumping the
visiting Gaels 66-33 on
Dec. 1.

Alvarez never celebrat-
ed a 33-point loss so thor-
oughly.

Carondelet was No. 13
and San Ramon Valley No.
7 in the High School On
Sports Illustrated presea-
son California rankings.

Copy Cats

“We’ve talked often
about the energy level and
tempo we need to play at,
and from the get-go, we
learned it firsthand,” Al-
varez said. “(Carondelet)
pressured us relentlessly
without fouling. At prac-
tice the next day, it was
simply, ‘That’s what we
need to do.””

And that’s exactly what
the Gaels did last week in
wins over Manteca (68-
21) and Mountain House
(68-24).

San Ramon Valley,
which was ranked 25th
nationally by The Sporting
News, will likely bring the
Gaels back to earth — and
offer teaching moments —
before Dublin participates
in more top-notch com-
petition at the Tarkanian
Classic in Las Vegas and
in the Pearl Division of the

local 100-plus-team West
Coast Jamboree. Both of
those tournaments are later
this month.

“It’s hard to build your
own identity until you
really play tougher compe-
tition,” Alvarez said.

After losing just two
seniors off last year’s team,
and with 6-foot freshman
Valentina Stone being the
only player taller than 5-8,
Dublin’s 2025-26 identity
should be built around
“quickness, organization
on defense and depth,”
Alvarez said.

‘Draymond’ Lembo

The return of two se-
niors — 5-8 forward Ari-
anna Chacon and 5-4 guard
Ayashe Trotter — who
missed last season with
ACL tears has added to
a gritty, fast, well-bal-
anced group. Chacon had
24 points against Moun-
tain House on a variety
of jumpers, putbacks and
3-pointers.

“Both those girls have
been through multiple inju-
ries and shown great men-
tal toughness,” Alvarez
said. “That definitely rubs
off on the rest of the team.”

That duo has joined
what Alvarez called the
team’s top three return-
ers in versatile 5-7 junior
Gaia Lembo (“our Dray-
mond Green, minus the
attitude,”) 5-5 junior Ma-
kaela Beltran (“our best
defensive stopper,”) and

Forward Arianna Chacon is

one of two talented seniors

who have returned to Dublin High’s girls basketball team
after having missed last season because of knee injuries.

(Photo — Vien Lam)

5-4 senior Addison Leomiti
(“a pure, lights-out, knock-
down shooter”) who last
season more than once
scored at least 30 points in
a game.

Another freshman, 5-5
guard Sienna Kwan, has
already injected energy off
the bench, complementing
a starting five who are all
capable of double-digit
scoring.

“She plays competitive
soccer and has a nose for
the ball,” Alvarez said.
“She can really handle

the pressure, rebound and
defend.”

Time will tell whether
the injection of two fresh-
men, two battle-scarred
seniors and a new schedule
order translate to more vic-
tories. But Alvarez, whose
wife Brianna coaches the
junior varsity team, said
each day coaching the
Gaels is a blessing.

“Dublin has welcomed
us with open arms, and we
couldn’t be more grateful,”
Alvarez said.

Las Positas Men’s Hoops Coach Giacomazzi
Gains Milestone Victory in Weekend Tourney

By Matt Schwab

SACRAMENTO — The
convincing wins and land-
marks keep coming for Las
Positas College men’s bas-
ketball coach James Gia-
comazzi.

He earned career vic-
tory No. 400 on Dec. 5
with a 90-75 triumph over
Shasta in the Cosumnes
River College tournament.

A 102-56 blowout of Las-
sen the next day marked
win No. 401, wrapping
up the three-day event.
Las Positas players Ted
Bigg-Wither and Richard
Banks were all-tourna-
ment selections.

In the aftermath of No.
400, Giacomazzi received
a surprise postgame cele-
bration ceremony and then
there was a “little bit of a
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The Las Positas College (LPC) men’s basketball team
surrounded James Giacomazzi after the Hawks coach
recorded his 400th career victory, 90-75 over Shasta, on
Dec. 5 in Sacramento. (Photo courtesy of LPC)

water shower in the team
room,” he said.

“My wife (Kristi) com-
ing to the game was unbe-
knownst to me; she didn’t
tell me she was coming,” the
coach added happily. “So,
there were a lot of surprises
tonight, but I was happy that
she and everybody was here
to be a part of it.”

Giacomazzi’s career
record now stands at 401-
220 in 21 seasons coaching
community college men’s
basketball. He is 199-78 at
Las Positas, one win away
from another landmark.

“It feels great, man,” he
said of No. 400. “It makes
you have a little perspective
on just how long you’ve
been coaching. It goes by so
fast. It’s just a real nice ac-
complishment, and there’s
a lot of hands that are a
part of it.”

Las Positas (10-0) was
ranked No. 5 in the Cali-
fornia Community College
Men’s Basketball Coaches
Association Nov. 24 poll,
and will travel to No. 6
West Valley on Friday, Dec.
12. The Hawks will begin
play in the powerful Coast
Conference-North Division
on Jan. 7.

Giacomazzi started his
head-coaching career at
Cosumnes River, where he
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enjoyed an 11-year run be-
fore landing at Las Positas
in 2015.

He gives his current team
high marks.

“They continue to get

better. They continue to
work very, very hard,” he
said. “They’re really tal-
ented, and they play for
one another. It’s fun to be a
part of.”

Art Exhibit

Collection of Light and Shadows
On Display At

FEATURING ARTIST

MELICSA MANDEGARIAN

GALLERY OPEN
Friday, December 12th

6pm to 8pm
and

Saturday December 13th

6pm to 8pm

Art Gallery Sponsored by
LIVERMORE VALLEY

arts

~ Inalependent
2250 First St., Livermore
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LAVTA Receives Nearly $64M for Improvements

The Livermore Amador
Valley Transit Authority
(LAVTA) has received nearly
$64 million from the Federal
Transit Administration for
construction of new adminis-
tration and maintenance facil-
ities at its Atlantis Court op-
erations center in Livermore
and replacement of eight ag-
ing buses with low-emission

hybrid vehicles.

“This grant award is tre-

COsts.

LAVTA’s current main-
tenance yard, built in 1991,

mendous for the agency,”
said LAVTA board chair Julie
Testa. “It’s a historic moment,
anew chapter in public transit
for Tri-Valley residents and
all who work in and visit our
amazing communities.”
LAVTA said the $63.95
million grant would cover
about 75% of the projected

has been operating at 50%
beyond its design capacity
for over 20 years, according
to the agency.

And with more than half
of its buses expected to be
replaced over the next five
years, LAVTA said the new
facility will support the latest
innovations and technology

to operate a modern fleet of

high-efficiency vehicles.
The design for the proj-

ect was completed in 2020
through a grant from the Al-
ameda County Transportation

Commission.

The eight new hybrid bus-
es will be built in Livermore
by Gillig, the second-largest
manufacturer of transit buses

in North America.

Created in 1985, LAVTA
provides Wheels bus service
in Dublin, Livermore and

Pleasanton.

Dublin To Hold Grand
Opening for New Park

Dublin will hold grand opening ceremonies for
Forest Park in the new Jordan Ranch residential devel-
opment at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 13.

The park, near Cotton Creek School, features a multi-
use sports court, pollinator garden, nature playground
and picnic areas.

The ceremony will include a ribbon cutting, remarks

by Mayor Sherry Hu, light refreshments and commem-
orative giveaways.
Parking is limited, and the city is urging members

of the public to walk or bike to the park.

LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618748
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Sleep Apnea
Testing & Treament enter, A Di-
vision of BASS Medical Group,
400 29th Street, Suite 280A,
Oakland, CA 94609 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): BASS Medical Group,
2637 Shadelands DR, Walnut
Creek, CA 94598. This business
is conducted by a Corporation.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
10/1/2025. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Rajiv Nagesetty, CFO.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
November 7, 2025. Expires No-
vember 6, 2030. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6616. Published
November 20, 27, December 4,
11,2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618845

The following person(s) doing
business as: Ambassador Limo
Service, 612 Brookfield DR,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Ranijit Singh, 2552
Tennis LN, Tracy, CA 95377;
Boota Singh, 612 Broofield DR,
Livermore, CA 94551; Blawind-
er Singh, 2658 Cranston CR,
Tracy, CA 95377. This business
is conducted by a Co-Partners.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
2009. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Boota Singh, General Partner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 13, 2025. Ex-
pires November 12, 2030. The
Independent, Legal No. 6617.
Published November 20, 27,
December 4, 11, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618618

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Victory Song
Coaching, 2150 Portola Ave,
STE D PMB 2028, Livermore, CA
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Victory
Song Services LLC, 1401 21st
Street, STE R, Sacramento, CA
95811. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/:  Victoria Rashe,
Managing Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
31, 2025. Expires October 30,
2030. The Independent, Legal
No. 6618. Published November
20, 27, December 4,11, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618407

The following person(s) doing
business as: JDS Design Build,
2052 Fourth Street, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Jef-
fery Design Studio, LLC, 2052
Fourth Street, Livermore, CA
94550. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Andrea Jeffery, Manag-
er, Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 21, 2025.
Expires October 20, 2030. The
Independent, Legal No. 6619.
Published November 20, 27,
December 4, 11, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 618625
The following person(s) doing
business as: Youth With Vision
, 1065 Serpentine Lane, Suite
300, Pleasanton, CA 94566 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Angel Garcia,
1065 Serpentine Lane, Suite
300, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed

above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Angel Garcia. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
31, 2025. Expires October 30,
2030. The Independent, Legal
No. 6620. Published November
20, 27, December 4, 11, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618171

The following person(s) doing
business as: Bratpak Dog Kamp,
3841 First ST, Livermore, CA
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Archeyy
& Friends LLC, 1008 Essex Av-
enue, Henderson, NV, 89015.
This business is conducted by
a Limited Liability Company.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
2/26/2020. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Sean C. Marler, Man-
aging Member. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 9, 2025.
Expires October 8, 2030. The
Independent, Legal No. 6621.
Published November 20, 27,
December 4, 11, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619057
The following person(s) doing
business as: Tabletop Builds,
1042 Spring Valley Cmn, Liv-
ermore, CA 94551 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Christopher Lawson,
1042 Spring Valley Cmn, Liver-
more, CA 94551. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Christpher Lawson, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
November 21, 2025. Expires
November 20, 2030. The Inde-
pendent, Legal No. 6622. Pub-
lished November 27, December
4,11,18,2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618777
The following person(s) doing
business as: VibrantlyME, 3842
Enos Ave, Oakland, CA 94619 is
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): VibrantlyME, 3842
Enos Ave, Oakland, CA 94619.
This business is conducted by
a Limited Liability Company.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
01/01/2025. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Jessica Hanserd, CEO.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
November 10, 2025. Expires No-
vember 9, 2030. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6623. Published
November 27, December 4, 11,
18, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618881
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Fresh Cut
Christmas Trees, 2005 Valley
Ave, Gate 8, Pleasanton, CA
94566 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Pacific
Construction Sales, Inc., 157 La
Sonoma Way, Alamo, CA 94507.
This business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

independentnews.com

the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Kevin S. Cuny,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on November 14,
2025. Expires November 13,
2030. The Independent, Legal
No. 6624. Published December
4,11,18, 25, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619150
The following person(s) doing
business as: Nicha Baby Care,
5501 Claremont Ave, APT C,
Oakland, CA 94618 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Nicha Goldman, 5501
Claremont Ave, APT C, Oak-
land, CA 94618. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
11/17/2025. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Nicha Goldman, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 25, 2025. Ex-
pires November 24, 2030. The
Independent, Legal No. 6625.
Published December 4, 11, 18,
25, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618577

The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Grateful Col-
lectibles LLC; 2. JLG; 3. James
Loud Genetics; 4. Loud Clones,
22357 Mission Blvd, Hayward,
CA 94541 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Grateful Collectibles LLC, 1630
N. Main ST #325, Walnut Creek,
CA 94595. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 12/15/2022. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Jeanette
Koskiniemi, Principal. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
29, 2025. Expires October 28,
2030. The Independent, Legal
No. 6626. Published December
4,11,18, 25, 2025.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618955

The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Baycable; 2.
Baycable Custom Interconnects,
46840 Lakeview Blvd, Fremont,
CA 94538 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Bay
Associates Wire Techonologies
Corporation, 46840 Lakeview
Blvd, Fremont, CA 94538. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: April 1, 2015. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Cathlin
0’Connor, CEO. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 19,
2025. Expires November 18,
2030. The Independent, Legal
No. 6627. Published December
11,18, 25, January 1, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618814
The following person(s) doing
business as: Joy Fleet Wash,

17728 Imperial Dr, Lathrop, CA
945330 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Jonathan
. Valladares, 17728 Imperial Dr.,
Lathrop, CA 95330. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name(s) listed
above: 11/12/2025. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Jonathan Val-
ladares, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 12,
2025. Expires November 11,
2030. The Independent, Legal
No. 6628. Published December
11,18, 25, January 1, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 618960

The following person(s) doing
business as: Garin Real Estate,
22392 Foothill Bivd, Hayward,
CA 94541 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Ye-
imalis & Associates Financial
Group, 22392 Foothill Blvd, Hay-
ward, CA 94541, This business
is conducted by a Corporation.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
11/17/2025. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Yeimalis Acevedo-Ras-
mussen, CEO. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 19,
2025. Expires November 18,
2030. The Independent, Legal
No. 6629. Published December
11,18, 25, January 1, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619224
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. EZ file Drop;
2. Dayframe, 7172 Regional
Street, #506, Dublin, CA 94568
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Jungle Ven-
tures Group LLC, 7172 Regional
Street, #506, Dublin, CA 94568.
This business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Matthew Townley, Manager.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
December 3, 2025. Expires De-
cember 2, 2030. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6630. Published
December 11, 18, 25, January
1,2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619215

The following person(s) doing
business as: Off Ramp Mu-
sic, 7814 Alto Way, Dublin, CA
94568 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Thomas
George Evans, 7814 Alto Way,
Dublin, CA 94568. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/11/1997. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Thomas George Evans,
Sole Proprietor. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on December 2,
2025. Expires December 1,
2030. The Independent, Legal
No. 6631. Published December
11,18, 25, January 1, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 618795
The following person(s) doing
business as: Crown Thrift, 526
7th ST, Oakland, CA 94607 is
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): David A. Ascencio,
170 7th ST, Oakland, CA 94607;
Eva Heredia Ambriz, 170 7th ST,
Oakland, CA 94607. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Married
Couple. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
fransact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: David Ascencio, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
November 10, 2025. Expires No-
vember 9, 2030. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6632. Published
December 11, 18, 25, January
1,2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619172
The following person(s) doing
business as: ALT Reporting Ser-
vices, 6488 Paseo Santa Cruz,
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Audrey Philippe, 6488
Paseo Santa Cruz, Pleasanton,
CA 94566. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
7/25/2007. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Audrey Philippe, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
December 1, 2025. Expires No-
vember 30, 2030. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6633. Published
December 11, 18, 25, January
1,2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 619134
The following person(s) doing
business as: 645 N Livermore,
645 N. Livermore, Livermore,
CA 94551 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Albert
Wilcox, 1201 Creek Trail, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:

- -

MIKE FRACISCO

10/1982. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Albert Wilcox, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 25, 2025. Ex-
pires November 24, 2030. The
Independent, Legal No. 6634.
Published December 11,18, 25,
January 1, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619169
The following person(s) doing
business as: Global Education
Strategies, 1123 Glen Drive,
San Leandro, CA 94577 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Catherine M. Eagan,
1123 Glen Drive, San Leandro,
CA 94577. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Catherine M. Eagan, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
December 1, 2025. Expires No-
vember 30, 2030. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6635. Published
December 11, 18, 25, January
1,2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619102

The following person(s) doing
business as: Shamiyeh Plaza,
379 South Livemore Drive,
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): 1. Anis Shamiyeh, PO
Box 254, Lafayette, CA 94549;
Cheryll Shamiyeh, PO Box 254,
Lafayette, CA 94549; 3. Tarick
Shamiyeh, PO Box 254, La-
fayette, CA 94549; 4. Michele
Gunnett, PO Box 254, Lafayette,
CA 94549. This business is
conducted by Co-Partners. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
1/1/2022. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/:  Michele  Gunnett,
General Partner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 24,
2025. Expires November 23,
2030. The Independent, Legal
No. 6636. Published December
11,18, 25, January 1, 2026.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
(925)426-8656

Tri-Vailey

Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue
Our current weekly adoption
events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies at:
Dublin Petsmart
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours:
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and how to donate.
Follow:
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on
Facebook, and Instagram

EMPLOYMENT

Curtis Instruments, Inc.
seeks a Sr. Regulatory Engineer
in Livermore, CA to be respon
sible for regulatory compliance
working with an interdisciplinary
team on new or revised motor
control and vehicle con
trol products. Telecommuting
permitted within a commutable
distance. Salary $135,678.00 to
$185,000.00 per year. Contact:
Curtis Instruments, Inc. at
carecruitment@curtisinst.com.
Reference: Job title and location.

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau
before you send money or
fees. Read and understand
any contracts before you
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
CLASSIFIED ADS
goto

bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD
SALES

FREE SECTION

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California
law requires that contractors
taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or materials)
be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State
law also requires that con-
tractors include their license
numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor’s sta-
tus at www.cslb.ca.gov or
(800)321-CSLB  (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs
less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements for housing and
employment that contain any
preference, limitation or dis-
crimination based on protected
classes, including race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin. IVPC
does not knowingly accept
any advertisements that are in
violation of the law. 2144 Kala
Bagai Way, Berkeley, CA 94704

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley's Leading

Real Estate Professionals & Services

Sandee Utterback
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Local Couple Aims To Win ‘Great Christmas Light Fight’

By Christina Cavallaro

LIVERMORE — Dean and
Barbara Paul are in good com-
pany among Livermore resi-
dents who have competed on
ABC’s “Great Christmas Light
Fight.”

“It’s really exciting with
Livermore having two other
contestants on the show and
us being the third,” Dean said.
“Livermore's got kind of a
tradition here going with these
lights.”

The Phipps family won its
competition in 2015, incorpo-
rating music, water cannons,
pyrotechnics and smoke into
a light display. And just last
year, Dave Rezendes, also
known as “Deacon Dave,” lit
up his revered Casa del Pomba
(House of the Dove) for the
41st time with a whopping
902,120 lights that earned him
the prize-winning $50,000 and
a giant trophy in the shape of a
Christmas light.

Now in its 13th season, the
show features several families
from around the country on
multiple nights showing off
their glowing extravaganzas
for hosts Carter Oosterhouse
and Taniya Nayak. The dis-

plays are judged on three crite-
ria: use of lights, overall design
and Christmas spirit.

Now the Paul family hopes
to continue Livermore’s win-
ning ways in an episode that

of chicken wire has been a
real game-changer. Barbara,
who participates in local craft
shows, brings an artistic bent
to the table while her husband
brings the brawn.

and then we can do it, right?”
Dean said. The chicken-wire
tree became a huge snowman
the following year.

The major design leap
occurred following a trip to

Dean and Barbara Paul of Livermore face off with two other Christmas-crazed families
from across the country on ABC’s “Great Christmas Light Fight” airing at 9 tonight,
Thursday, Dec. 11. They are putting their creative skills to the test for a chance to win
$50,000, plus a trophy and bragging rights. (Photo courtesy of the Paul family)

airs at 9 tonight, Thursday,
Dec. 11.

When asked if they had a
secret weapon, Dean had two
words.

“Chicken wire,” he said.

The dynamic decorat-
ing duo has been at this for
years, but the incorporation

“He’s kind of the muscle
behind it and I’'m the artistic
piece,” she said. In 2016, they
were trying to construct a mas-
sive tree that would go above
the roofline of their house when
they had a design epiphany.

“We thought, “We’ll just
put some chicken wire in there

Barcelona.

“We wanted to make a
house that was a mosaic,”
Deanrecalled. “And we're like,
‘Well, how are we going to
make all kinds of weird shapes
of different colors on the
house?’” And then we thought,
‘Hey, just line the house with

Local Machining and Fabrication Shops Serve
Livermore and Sandia Labs in Multiple Ways

By Jessica Zimmer

TRI-VALLEY — Local ma-
chining and fabrication shop
owners play key roles in en-
suring that new and existing
devices at area U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy labs get built
and repaired.

At the same time, the shop
owners provide junior and
mid-level employees in the
skilled manufacturing space
opportunities to grow, putting

of Pleasanton Tool. “Most
of the time, we have to turn
it around within four to six
weeks. A third party cleans it.
We package, label and deliver
the order.”

Some shop owners have
personal ties to the labs. Both
of Thomas’ parents, for exam-
ple, are former Lawrence Liv-
ermore National Laboratory
(LLNL) employees.

Flanigan worked at another
shop that fulfilled orders for

A Las Positas College student uses a process called Gas
Tungsten Arc Welding to manually weld together carbon
steel components. (Photo — Scott Miner)

those workers on track to gain
skills and contacts to even-
tually become shop owners
themselves.

“We focus primarily on
aluminum and stainless-steel
parts, but we usually never
know what we’re making,”
said Jake Flanigan, owner
of All-In Machining in Tra-
cy. “It could be for the Na-
tional Ignition Facility or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
Sometimes, later you see the
technology on the news, which
is exciting.”

Many orders from the labs
need to be completed quickly,
by workers with years of ex-
perience.

“Typically, we receive a
drawing with a quote for the
price. Then we ask any ques-
tions we need to. Usually, ev-
erything’s in the instructions,”
said Rich Thomas, owner

the labs before starting his own
business.

“They’ll give most people a
chance, but you have to prove
yourself fast,” Flanigan said.
“Also, there’s a lot of paper-
work. You have to get special
machinery to inspect the parts
before delivering them to the
labs. This is critical, to make
sure the parts work correctly.”

There is not a Tri-Valley
association of machining and
fabrication shops. Each shop
operates separately.

Shop owners are always
looking for workers with foun-
dations in welding, fabrication
and computer numerical con-
trol (CNC) machining. Candi-
dates should be familiar with
mills, lathes and any tools in
which they want to specialize.

“We want high school and
undergraduate students who
have hands-on experience.

That’s a basis to train some-
one,” Thomas said. “It takes
15 to 20 years to be a decent
machinist.”

High school students
should consider the Tri-Val-
ley Regional Occupation Pro-
gram (ROP), which teaches
career technical education.
The welding program at Liv-
ermore’s Las Positas College
offers a welding summer camp
for high school juniors and
seniors.

“There are many students
in Tri-Valley middle schools
and high schools who are
interested in welding and ma-
chining,” said Scott Miner,
professor of welding technol-
ogy at Las Positas.

One of the obstacles for stu-
dents is that very few schools
offer shop classes, making
it difficult for students to get
exposed to hands-on, trade-fo-
cused career pathways.

“Fortunately, Sandia Na-
tional Laboratories donated
some CNC and metrology
(measuring) equipment to Las
Positas,” Miner said. “That
allows future students here
to do advanced machining
coursework and projects.”

High-quality, tangible work
samples such as certification
test plates (metal plates with
welded seams) or capstone
projects are an excellent way
to showcase potential. Can-
didates could take photos of
their work and submit them
with online applications. They
can also bring samples to an
interview and explain how
they made them.

Today, welders and ma-
chinists use advanced tech-
nology.

“This isn’t the technology
younger students are used to,”
Miner said. “For example, they
may need to get to know how
to use software that controls
the high-powered beam of a
laser-cutting machine. We use

Saturday, Jan 17 5 pm
Tickets: Ann (805) 405-8742 or Ben (805) 405-8743

Order now before January 12: $75/person, $420 for table of 6.
All you can eat fresh crab, with pasta, salad, bread and dessert.
No host bar. Live Music! Raffles, 50/50 and Silent Auction.

Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore

Proceeds support Livermore Lions Club charities. No outside alcohol.

this to cut shapes in different
materials. Before, we used
to do this by hand, with tools
like a plasma cutter or cutting
torch.”

A welder or machinist
needs to have hands-on skills
and a good eye, as well as
the ability to understand the
materials and be ready to ex-
periment.

Thomas added that once an
applicant gets a job, it is a good
idea to grow in a position.

“Consider finding ways to
advance where you are rather
than move from shop to shop,”
Thomas said. “It’s better when
ashop and a worker build trust
together.”

chicken wire.” And the rest is
history once we did that.”

In addition to the use of
creative materials, the couple
pride themselves on chang-
ing the theme of each year’s
display, which they conceive
together. They also solicit ideas
from friends and neighbors
“because we’re running out
of our own ideas,” Barbara
admitted.

But they haven’t had a
designer's block yet.

“I think one of the exciting
things about what we do is it’s
always a mystery,” Dean said.
“We hear it from friends and
neighbors. ... It’s like they
drive around the corner and it’s,
‘What is it this year?” Which [
think is pretty special.”

What Dean also thinks is
special is the show’s big reveal.

“In this day and age and
everybody getting instant grat-
ification and being able to find
the answer right away — it’s
kind of nice to have a mystery
of not knowing whether some-

one wins or loses until the air
date,” he said.

The two will learn their fate
tonight. And when asked what
they’d do with the grand- prize
money should they win:

“Pay the electric bill, of
course,” Barbara said, laugh-
ing.

For filming purposes, all
show contestants are judged
on displays from the previous
year. Residents can view the
Paul family’s light display
this year at their home at 1257
Higuera Court in Livermore.
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