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General Election

New 5th
District Up

For Grabs

Ex-Rep. McNerney,
Shoemaker Spar for
Redrawn Senate

By Larry Altman

REGIONAL — Redistricting
has moved the Tri-Valley into
the Sth District of the state
Senate where a Democratic
former Congressman from
Pleasanton faces off against
a longtime Republican busi-
nessman from the San Joa-
quin Valley.

The newly drawn lines
following the 2020 Census
shifted Livermore, Pleasan-
ton, Sunol and Dublin out of
their former home in the 7th
District. Now they are united
with communities in the west-
ern portion of San Joaquin
County, including Stockton,
Mountain House and Tracy.

Jerry McNerney, first elect-
ed to Congress in 2006 to
represent a district that in-
cluded the Tri-Valley, moved

(See SENATE, page 14)

Livermore
Sued Over
Land Buy

Citizen Group Says
City Hasn’t Followed
Notification Rules

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — The Cit-
izens for Balanced Growth
(CBG) group has filed a
complaint against Liver-
more, alleging officials
breached an agreement to
meet with the group before
the City Council approved
the purchase of the 82-acre
Hartford Hills property
outside the urban growth
boundary.

The complaint filed in
Alameda County Superior
Court on Oct. 9 does not
appear to try to stop the
nearly completed trans-
action authorized in July,
but demands the city meet
with the group and restore
$980,000 from the Dough-
erty Valley Settlement
Agreement (DVSA) Fund
that was used toward the
$1.96-million land buy.
The city said it intends
to preserve the land as
open space, although it has
not taken any action that
would guarantee that.

The 1999 DVSA stip-

(See HARTFORD, page 17)

Runners, walkers, strollers ..
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. and barkers turned out for Pleasanton’s annual

Halloween Spirit run on Sunday, Oct 13. The event, sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Pleasanton, offered 5k, 10k and kids’ challenges. The proceeds go to scholarships
for local students and to support local nonprofit organizations. (Photo — Doug

Jorgensen)

General Election

Brown, Balch Vie for Mayor’s Seat

Race Driven by Pleasanton’s Finances, Housing, Water Supply

By David Jen

PLEASANTON — Mayor
Karla Brown is seeking a
second term as Mayor of
Pleasanton, presenting her-
self as a proven leader who
has steered the city through
pandemic recovery, historic
inflation and the revelation of
city financial troubles.
Along with listing the

arrival of businesses 10x
Genomics and Kaiser Per-
manente as highlights during
her term, Brown counted
the city-sponsored parklet
and small-business-loan pro-
grams during the depths of
the pandemic as responsi-
ble for saving Pleasanton’s
downtown.

“I understand that our
downtown is the gem of our

city,” said Brown. “It is the
hub of our community; it is
where people look to deter-
mine if we are economically
successful.”
Councilmember Jack
Balch is challenging Brown
for the mayoral seat on a
platform of changing toward
longer-term planning.
“Pleasanton’s a beautiful
city, and I think that it’s been

(See MAYOR, page 16)

General Election

Term, Urban Limits on Dublin Ballot

Measures Give Council New Power, Extend Length of Service

By Chris Winters

DUBLIN — One measure on
the ballot Nov. 5 asks Dublin
residents to vote on whether
to give their city council
power to annex open land
outside the city’s urban limit
line (ULL), and the other,
if approved, would extend
council term limits.
Measure II is officially
named the “Dublin Traffic
Relief, Clean Air/Open Space
Preservation Measure.” If it
passes, it will allow the city to
pursue annexation of the Cros-
by property, a 180-acre square
of open land in unincorporated
Alameda County between
Dublin and Livermore.
Because the property lies
outside the city’s urban limit
line, it has been protected from
development by the 2014 Open
Space Initiative, which states
that the city may consider de-
velopment on the property as

of 2024 if the voters approve
of moving the ULL, clearing
the way for annexation. The
city also wants to extend Dub-
lin Boulevard to connect with
North Canyons Parkway in
Livermore and had proposed
splitting the $110 million cost
ofthe roadway with Livermore.
Environmental organiza-
tions Save Mount Diablo and
Friends of Livermore have
joined in a suit against City
of Dublin in order to oppose
breaking the ULL. The City of
Livermore also favors main-
taining the status quo and has
communicated to Dublin that
if the annexation proceeds, it
would not contribute money
to the road extension project.

Yes on Measure Il
Emails from The Inde-
pendent sent to the Yes on
Measure I campaign were not
returned before our deadline.
The measure was ap-

proved 3-2, with Vice Mayor
Sherry Hu, and council mem-
bers Jean Josey and Janine
Thalblum voting in favor of it,
and Mayor Michael McCor-
riston and Councilmember
Kashef Qaadri opposing it.
According to the cam-
paign’s argument statement in
favor of the measure, passing
the measure would allow
the city to complete the road
without using taxpayer funds
by permitting “limited com-
mercial” development to be
built on 80 acres of the prop-
erty. The remaining 100 acres
would remain open space.
The campaign claims the
road and development will
reduce traffic on I-580, provide
high-paying jobs, and retain
the open space buffer between
Dublin and Livermore. The
measure does not overturn pre-
vious voter-passed restrictions
against residential develop-
ment on the property, nor does

(See MEASURE, page 18)

General Election

Open Seats Could
Shape the Future
Of Livermore

Two Winners May Shift Political Balance

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — Voters in
two Livermore districts will
select new City Council repre-
sentatives on their November
ballots.

Three candidates are vying
for Livermore’s District 3 seat,
which represents the southeast
portion of the city roughly
bordered on the north and
northwest by Fourth Street
and the railroad tracks, the
Arroyo Mocho Channel to
the southwest, and city limits
to the east and south. The win-
ner will replace City Coun-
cilmember Brittni Kiick, who
did not run for re-election. The

choices are Planning Com-
missioner Steven Dunbar;
David Farley, who serves on
the Airport Commission; and
Jeff Kaskey, a 43-year resident
who has volunteered with or
served with numerous civic
organizations, including the
city’s Historic Preservation
Commission.

District 4 covers the south-
ern portion of the city below
Stanley Boulevard and the
channel, bounded by city lim-
its on the east, west and south.
Here physicist Tom Soules is
facing Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District Trust-
ee Kristie Wang. The winner
will replace Vice Mayor Bob

(See COUNCIL, page 14)

Teriza Ylagan and her son, Lorenzo, 5, enjoy quiet pool
time during The Wave’s Sensory Spash program on Oct.
13. The program is for children susceptible to sensory
overload. (See story on page 3.) (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

General Election

For House, Swalwell
Faces GOP Executive

Incumbent Congressman, Opponent
Vin Kruttiventi Vie for 14th District Seat

By Larry Altman

REGIONAL — Democrat-
ic U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell
is seeking his seventh term
representing most of the
Tri-Valley in Congress.
This year he faces Re-
publican businessman Vin
Kruttiventi.

The 14th District in-
cludes Livermore, Pleas-
anton, Union City, Ash-
land, San Lorenzo, Cher-
ryland, Fairview, Castro
Valley and portions of
Hayward. Fifty-two per-
cent of its registered voters

are Democrats, with 17%
Republican.

Eric Swalwell

Swalwell, a former
Dublin City Council Mem-
ber and Alameda County
deputy district attorney,
said he plans to continue
to focus on supporting the
ValleyLink train system
over the Altamont Pass.
That planning stays on
schedule, he said.

“We’ve seen recent fed-
eral funding for a hydrogen
hub and look forward to
ValleyLink being the first

(See CONGRESS, page 17)

Julie Dunkle of the Youth Voter Movement and League of Women Voters encourages
Foothill High students to register to vote, or pre-register for future elections if they
don’t turn 18 before Nov. 5. Approximately 1,200 students attended the Oct. 9 drive.
(Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

Pleasanton

Voter Drive Comes to Foothill High

Students Register to Vote, Learn Valuable Civics Lesson

By Ruth Roberts

PLEASANTON — Foot-
hill High School students
got an up-close lesson in
civics last week during a
voter registration rally for
juniors and seniors.
Hosted by the Foot-
hill Coalition for School
Progress in conjunction
with the League of Women
Voters, the Oct. 9 event in
the Foothill gymnasium
offered an opportunity for
students to pre-register for
the next election cycle,

and for 18-year-old first-
time voters to register for
the General Election on
Nov. 5.

Shivansh Bansal, stu-
dent director of the Foot-
hill Coalition for School
Progress, along with stu-
dent and local volunteers,
helped the 1,200 students
at the rally fill out their
voter registration forms.
Students under 18, pre-reg-
istered for the next General
Election in 2028.

“This is the first high
school voter registration

rally that Pleasanton has
ever seen ... Amador (Val-
ley High School) has been
here for over 100 years,
and we still beat them to
it,” Bansal said.

The registration pro-
gram, started by the
League of Women Voters,
was developed follow-
ing the Parkland, Florida,
mass shooting in 2018 as
a way to honor the stu-
dents whose voices were
silenced.

The Foothill rally in-
cluded a video greeting

(See FOOTHILL, page 16)
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TECHIE

Society)

PET OF THE WEEK

This stunning cat with her beautiful markings is the
perfect playmate! She arrived at VHS in April and has
been waiting for someone like you to scoop her up.
Techie is ready to download all her love and affection
straight to your heart. Ready to sync up with Techie?
She’s just a click away. Visit valleyhumane.org to learn
more or email info@valleyhumane.org to start the
adoption process. (Photo courtesy of Valley Humane
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Century Old Farm Bureau Reinvents Itself with New Generation of Leadership

By Christina Cavallaro

Agriculture has changed
greatly over the past several
decades, with a decline in
large-scale ranching and ris-
ing trends in urban agricul-
ture with emphasis on local-
ly produced foods and farm-
ers markets. The 114-year-
old Livermore branch of
the Alameda County Farm
Bureau seemed stuck in
time, with a dust-covered
typewriter in the corner and
a 15-year-old computer that
most board members didn’t
use anyway, preferring snail
mail to email. The Farm
Board, whose mandate is to
support agriculture in Ala-
meda County, was running
operations out of its offices
on Enos Way in the same
manner as it has for the past
century.

Brenda Vieux, a board
director of the bureau, said
former Executive Director
Sue Russo, after 31 years
of dedication to the organi-
zation, said to her that she
wasn’t “doing this place any
good.” Russo stepped back.

“She thought she was go-
ing to shut the doors and the
(Livermore branch) Farm
Bureau would go away,”
said Vieux, who is also
Russo’s niece. Russo’s re-
tirement instead presented
an opportunity for a new
wave of leadership.

“I love my Aunt Sue to
death, and she was wonder-

ful, but she was old-school.
It was time for her to move

n.” Vieux said member-
ship had dwindled over
the years and the aging
board didn’t understand
new ways of tracking and
attracting members online.
“When I mention urban
ag, they want to come
out of their skin. And I
have said, ‘But that’s their
new farming. People doing
these farmers markets and
that type of thing. That’s
our new agriculture in
Alameda County and we
need to support them any
way we can.””

Vieux, who is also a
director on the Alameda
County Fair board, then
met an enthusiastic young
woman, Jenessa Hofmann,
whose deep connection to
the agriculture community
in Sunol made Vieux think
she might be just the kind
of fresh energy the bureau
needed for its survival, and
revival. “People really re-
spect her in the 4-H and FFA
world,” she said.

Hofmann took on the
lead role at the bureau. The
learning curve has been
steep, Hofmann said, as she
has pulled the organization
through the struggle of up-
dating decades of outdated
systems to the needs of a
new era.

For one thing, the group
still had no website. “We
technically have the website

purchased, but nothing built
on it yet... so much new

technology — not even re-
ally new technology, but dif-

Jenessa Hofmann

ferent, you know, for Sue.”

The new website slated
to launch Nov. 1 is tied to
an overall shift in how the
national organization of the
American Farm Bureau and
its affiliates at the state and
county levels have gone
about acquiring and tracking
new memberships online.
The U.S. agricultural or-
ganization and lobbying
group, long considered the
voice of agriculture, has
evolved through updated
newsletters and sponsor-
ships, but the Livermore
branch had not.

In addition to online op-
timization and focusing on
bringing in new, younger
members of future ranchers
and farmers with roots in
the Tri-Valley, Hofmann is

looking at the community
as a whole.

Hofmann said the bureau
should follow the example
ofthe Sonoma County Farm
Bureau. “We have the Liv-
ermore wineries here and
they’ve accomplished a lot.
They’re not Farm Bureau
members yet. I’d like to get
them on board and see what
we can do for them.”

One of the greatest ben-
efits of the bureau is the
support it provides at the
legislative level and keeping
the agricultural community
in the county informed.
“Sometimes (legislation)
accidentally gets passed up
to our government to try and
get voted on. And that could
potentially be devastating
for farmers and ranchers,”
Hofmann said.

Hofmann also has a long
list of more day-to-day
perks to update, like busi-
ness discounts and benefi-
cial programs, scholarship
opportunities, and targeted
workshops for members,
not to mention adding to
some of her popular new
swag — bags, trucker hats
with leather patches and Yeti
cooler raffle prizes.

Hofmann moved herself
to tears when she recounted
a story of her father and his
buddies riding their horses
from Pleasanton to Shadow
Cliffs when they were kids
in the late 1970s and early
’80s. “It’s just a way of life

Livermore City Council Proposes 5% Pay Raise

By Larry Altman

The City Council on
Monday introduced an or-
dinance Monday that would
give panel members a 5%
pay increase in December,
the first in 18 years.

Once the ordinance is
approved at a future council
meeting, the panel sworn in
following the November elec-
tion will still remain the low-
est paid of their counterparts
in Dublin and Pleasanton.

“The City Council has
not had a raise in years, and
I think it’s time to really
consider that,” said Mayor
John Marchand, who was
first elected to the council
in 2005, and has served two
stints as mayor — from 2011
to 2020, and since 2022.

The ordinance would
raise council members' pay
from the current $1,070 a
month to $1,123.50 a month,
and the mayor’s pay from
$1,490 a month to $1,564.50
a month. Together, the in-
crease will cost the city an
additional $3,462 a year.

Comparatively, Dublin’s
city council members earn
$1,600 a month, with the
mayor at $2,400 a month.
Pleasanton council mem-
bers and the mayor are paid

$1,321 amonthand $1,421 a
month, respectively, accord-
ing to a city report.

During public comments,
former Councilmember Tr-
ish Munro said she supported
the raise because low pay
hinders people who are not
wealthy, retired or earning a
good income from serving.

“It makes it much more
difficult for those people to
be able to run for office and
to have to juggle the necessity
of full-time jobs (and) perhaps
families (with) council duties,
which are extensive,” Munro
said. “This at least gives a
move in the right direction.
It’s not enough, but it’s what
we can do right now.”

City Clerk Debbie Elam
explained that the state legis-
lature determines City Coun-
cil compensation for general
law cities based on population
size, but Livermore voters
enacted more restrictive pay
limits when they approved
Measure W in 2014. Mea-
sure W locked in the council
pay at the time and excluded
multi-year pay increases. The
measure allowed for a single
increase before each new
term of office begins, but no
increase has been made.

Council member Brittni
Kiick, who was elected in

2020, but chose not to run for
reelection this year because
of family and professional
commitments, said council
members are asked to serve
on numerous committees
and attend county meetings
during their own workdays.
She said Marchand, who is
retired, took up many of her
duties because she had to
attend to her job and family.

“Without an amendment
to become a charter city,
we will never reach a fair
compensation level with
other county bodies,” Kiick
said. “As you know, we
are here every two weeks,
sometimes more, to discuss
general matters and vote on
items. (There’s) an extensive
number of county bodies that
we serve on as well.”

City Council member
Evan Branning requested
that the issue be placed on a
future agenda to address a pay
increase in advance of 2026.

The council voted 4-0
to place the ordinance on a
meeting agenda next month
for a vote. Council member
Ben Barrientos was absent
from Monday’s meeting.

In other action, the coun-
cil voted 4-0 to amend the
city’s Development Code
definition of “public” and

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews Mark
Sukkot, Feast of the Tabernacles

Tri-Valley Cultural
Jews will celebrate Sukkot,
or Feast of the Tabernacles,
in Pleasanton on Sunday,
Oct. 20, by building and
decorating a traditional
sukkah.

Sukkot is a weeklong
celebration of the fall har-

vest. Historically, Jews
would build temporary huts
(sukkah) for community
meals. The Feast of the Tab-
ernacles also celebrates the
Jewish exodus from Egypt.

Tri-Valley Cultural
Jews is a secular organiza-
tion for those who identify

as Jewish through family,
culture and history. The
Sukkot celebration will
begin at 10 a.m.

For more information,
including where the Sukkot
will be held, email cultur-
aljews@gmail.com or call
925-399-8029.

“42 Years Installing Fireplaces”

WE OFFER A LARGE SELECTION OF
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES INCLUDING:

Gas Fireplaces « Gas & Pellet Inserts « Free-Standing Stoves
Sales & Installation of our Products Only

HEAT&GLO

No one builds a better fire

UP TO $4OO OFF

*On select units.

JERS L
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“quasi-public” use to include
emergency shelters and sup-
portive housing. Public and
quasi-public entities include
schools; civic, public utility
and government buildings;
churches; museums; art gal-
leries; fire and police sta-
tions; reservoirs; libraries;
parks; and hospitals.

Public and quasi-public
uses are “typically valued
as important to community
identity and function” and are
“conditionally allowed in all
land use designations.”

Emergency shelters and
supportive housing would
continue to be subject to re-
view by the city’s Planning
Commission and condition-
al use permits to operate
would be evaluated individ-
ually. Public and quasi-pub-
lic projects are exempt from
California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) rules,
which apply to projects that
have a potential to cause
significant effects to the
environment.

The city described Good-
ness Village at Crosswinds
Church, which provides tiny
homes for the unhoused, as
one example of supportive
housing.

and a time [ wish I had been
born in.”

“We have more pave-
ment than we have grass
and fields now, and it’s sad,”
she said.

“I think that food and
fiber is first and foremost in
life. Ag is really important
to me,” she added, choking
back emotion. She has tried
to give her son Riley, 21, and
daughter Addie, 15, as much
of that lifestyle as possible.

Her daughter has been on
horseback since she could
walk, she said. “She still
can't even ride a bike, but
she can ride a horse.”

Hofmann said the Farm
Bureau is not just for people
directly connected to agri-
culture though.

“It is for everybody in
this county, is my thought. If

you put clothes on your back
and food in your stomach
every single day. Agricul-
ture should be important
to you.”
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The Wave Creates a Calm and Quiet Space for Neurodiverse Kids

By Christina Cavallaro

Teriza Ylagan and her son
Lorenzo, 5, made the drive
from Oakley last Sunday
morning, to attend the first
ever Sensory Splash of-
fered at The Wave in Dublin.
Sensory Splash is an open,
recreational swim for the
special needs and neurodi-
verse communities, designed
to foster a calm and comfort-
able environment for those
with sensory sensitivities.

There is no music played,
no whistles used (except for
emergencies) and admis-
sion is capped at 40 people,
which includes a caregiver
who must accompany each
participant and be within
arm’s reach in the water at
all times. The $6 participant
fee covers both parties as a
two-for-one deal.

“It’s quite a drive, but it’s
so worth it,” Ylagan said as
Lorenzo splashed around,
playing with a colorful ar-

ray of sensory-friendly toys
provided by pool staff. “You
can just see that he’s regulat-
ed — this is his happy place
for sure, in the water.”

But should Lorenzo or
other participants feel over-
stimulated at any point or just
want to take a break from
pool time, there’s a confer-
ence room that has been
transformed into the “Quiet
Room,” outfitted with soft
play mats and adaptive toys.
A large screen TV played a
soothing beach scene with
the soft sounds of waves.

The aquatic center aims to
offer the swim once monthly
to start but is open to ex-
panding if the demand for
it is there.

Ylagan guessed it would
be. “We’re happy to be here
and have fun. I like that this
is a safe time for children
on the spectrum. I love that
little sensory calming room. I
don’t think there are a lot (of
these programs), it would be

nice to have more. I know a
lot of mommies that want to
do more.”

In fact, the program’s
inception was the result of
another mother like Ylagan
and her honest conversation
with Taralyn Wood, aquat-
ics recreation coordinator
for the City of Dublin. The
mother had come to the water
park on a Tuesday last July,
thinking it might be a lower
attendance day, but the stim-
ulation proved too much for
her autistic son.

“I sat with them for a
little bit,” Wood said, “and
she was really open with me
about their struggles with
trying to find something
that worked for her son, that
allowed him to participate in
things everybody else got to
participate in.”

The woman asked Wood
if The Wave provided any
sort of program for the spe-
cial needs community.

“It made me very sad to

have to tell her that there
wasn't,” Wood remem-
bered.

While they do offer an
adaptive swim lesson she
told her, it was only available
in the offseason, because at
a recreation center like The
Wave during water park sea-
son there can be thousands of
people at the facility on any
given day, so pool space is at
a premium.

Wood felt terrible turning
the mother and her son away
with apologies and passes
for them to come back and
try again.

But their conversation
stayed with Wood and got
her wheels turning.

“I credit her with chal-
lenging me to think out of
the box a little bit and do
something different that we
haven’t been able to offer
before.”

Wood had the full sup-
port of her boss Dustin
Stene, a recreation super-

Livermore High Grad Wins $100K with a Kick

By Dawnmarie Fehr

Daniel Villasenor re-
cently took the internet
by storm when he kicked
a 33-yard field goal in
a pair of slip-on Vans
during an ESPN “College
Game Day” event, win-
ning $100,000.

Villasenor, a Livermore
High School graduate and
current University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley sopho-
more, entered a raffle for
the opportunity to make
the kick but didn’t expect
to win. He’s a soccer play-
er, not a football player.

That’s why he showed
up in comfortable shoes.
But he didn’t want to miss
what he called a “once in a
lifetime opportunity.”

“I’ve seen the show
before, and I heard from
a friend it was going to
be here at Berkeley,” he
said. “It was the first time

they filmed here, and I
didn’t know if there would
be another, so I thought I
should do it.”

The civil engineering
major got in line before
midnight on Friday, Oct. 4,
and spent the night waiting
to see if he would make it
on the show. By Saturday
morning, he knew he was
chosen and tried to warm
up with some kicks back-
stage.

“I played soccer and
I’ve tried making field
goals before, and I’ve
been successful,” he said.

When the time came
for his kick, Villasenor
missed, the football flying
too far to the right. It did
go the necessary distance,
however. Game Day hosts
Pat McAffee and Kirk
Herbstreit expressed sur-
prise the kick had almost
been successful, and of-
fered him a second chance,

ASSISTED LIVING
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upping the original prize
amount from $75,000 to
$100,000, and offering
to donate an additional
$100,000 to victims of
Hurricane Helene.

Villasenor agreed and
made a second kick, send-
ing the ball right between
the goal posts. Everyone
on the field screamed with
joy at his success, includ-
ing Villasenor.

With the successful
kick, Villasenor ensured
the donation to hurricane
victims and put the prize
money into his own pock-
et. He said he still isn’t
sure what he’s going to
do with it.

“I still have no idea,
maybe tuition, maybe
some fun things,” he said.

Villasenor still plays
soccer on an intramural
team and enjoys kicking
balls around Robertson
Park in Livermore with

THE WATERMARK

AT ROSEWOOD GARDENS

his brothers when he visits
home.
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visor for the City of Dublin
who said, “It’s not about
making money for this
program. It’s about creat-
ing an opportunity.” Since
the facility doesn’t open
until 1:00 p.m. on Sundays
during the fall, winter and
spring season he gave her
carte blanche in the time
frame before that to ded-
icate the entire facility to
Sensory Splash. “If it takes
off to where we want to do
it every Sunday, let’s do it,”
Stene said.

Wood added, “We as a
society are continuously
evolving and becoming
more inclusive and I just
want to be a part of that. |
think it’s really important
that the City of Dublin is a

Putting LVJUSD
Students first!

part of being as inclusive as
possible.”

And to the audience for
whom she designed the pro-
gram, she wanted to remind
them that “not only is our
pool open, but we made
something special just for
you to have fun and enjoy.”

M;Wl +a/m

Horseback Riding Lessons,
Training, Boarding,
Breeding, Sales
925.337.5375

creekhillfarms.com

Paid Political Ad
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| LVJUSD SCHOOL BOARD |

“We have the resources for our students' academic
success, | will support Livermore students and their
families navigating the School System. My bilingual and
bi-cultural background, and experience in the Livermore
education system has given me the understanding to
advocate for Quality Education”

Paid for by Tuts for School Board 2

4 Tickets on sale now at
firehousearts.org

Call 925-488-2203 to
RSVP by October 21.

Scan the QR code to visit our website.

35 Fenton Street « Livermore, CA 94550
WatermarkRosewoodGardens.com

(/) A WATERMARK RETIREMENT COMMUNITY*™

RCFE LICENSE #019200708

A Fang-tastic Time With the Fam

Halloween Trunk-or-Treat
Wednesday, October 23 « 3:30 PM to 5:00 PM

Bring your family for a hauntingly fun afternoon at The Watermark at
Rosewood Gardens. Come dressed in your spooktacular costumes

and have a ball trick-or-treating as you explore our parking lot-turned
Halloween candy wonderland.

While you're here, meet our warm and welcoming residents and associates,
and get a taste of the lifestyle that makes our community so sweet.
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2409-WRG-6708F

AT o MagsiettisischoolBoard.com
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Endorsements

Tom Soules and Jeff Kaskey Will Provide a
New Direction for the Livermore Council

The Nov. 5 election has the
potential to fundamentally alter
the future course of Livermore.
Longtime community leader Jeff
Kaskey, Planning Commission-
er Steven Dunbar and physicist
David Farley are competing for
the District 3 seat. In District 4,
it’s a choice between open space
activist Tom Soules and school
board director Kristie Wang.

There are many issues all the
candidates agree on, most nota-
bly reining in Livermore’s sky-
high housing prices. But there
are key issues that divide them.

Both Kaskey and Soules
strongly oppose breaking the
city’s urban growth boundary
(UGB) for more industrial de-
velopment. The urban growth
boundary has preserved Liv-
ermore’s surrounding natural
beauty and kept Livermore a
desirable place to live. Breaking
the boundary to build residential,
commercial or industrial devel-
opment would irreparably harm
the quality of life in the city.

They also support moving the
proposed Eden Housing project
to nearby land. Then a park can
be developed on city-owned

land that will become the focal
point of a downtown that cele-
brates the vibrant natural envi-
ronment that surrounds the city.

If Kaskey and Soules were
elected, they would work to pre-
serve Livermore’s most quintes-
sential elements that distinguish
the city from the rest of the Bay
Area’s suburban sprawl.

David Farley also says he
doesn’t want to break the UGB
and considers Eden Housing to
be ill-conceived. However, he
doesn’t appear to believe the
Eden Housing project should be
built downtown at all, which we
disagree with. Some of his other
proposals, such as trying to re-
duce the number of high-paying
jobs in the area to reduce hous-
ing costs, aren’t reasonable.

Dunbar and Wang want to
build Eden Housing where the
city proposes, on a prime piece
of city-owned land in the heart
of downtown.

Dunbar and Wang also say
they don’t support breaking Liv-
ermore’s urban growth bound-
ary, but at a recent candidates’
forum, they avoided answering
when questioned on the subject.

In addition, some of the
mailers endorsing Dunbar and
making disingenuous attacks
against Kaskey were paid for by
Livermore Forward, a commit-
tee that is funded by a number
of property developers, one of
which appears to own land east
of Greenville Road, outside the
UGB; presumably it wants to
develop the land.

Furthermore, digital advertis-
ing for both Dunbar and Wang
has been paid for by the 2024
re-election campaign of Mayor
John Marchand.

And that cuts to the heart of
the matter. This election should
be a referendum on many ac-
tions the mayor has taken that
have harmed Livermore.

Marchand has championed
Eden Housing and with his city
attorney killed a referendum
that would have allowed the
public to vote on the matter;
they later lost their case in court.
Now they’re trying to jam the
project through with a council
resolution, bypassing the public
entirely.

He supported building a ho-
tel project in south Livermore

that violated city regulations.
When the city lost a citizens’
lawsuit, Marchand worked with
the council to push through a
change in the city’s rules to ac-
commodate the developer, not
citizens.

The Airport Commission
has allowed one of Marchand’s
political donors to skirt airport
policies by acquiring more han-
gars than is permitted under the
city’s rules.

Marchand supported giving
the city attorney a golden para-
chute deal that would pay him a
year’s salary if he were to leave
his job.

Livermore under March-
and’s leadership is headed in
the wrong direction. Livermore
needs a city council majority
that will stand up to Marchand
and protect our urban growth
boundary and the character of
our downtown. If Kaskey and
Soules are both elected, then
along with Councilmember
Ben Barrientos, Livermore will
have a city council majority
that represents the public. The
Independent strongly endorses
Jeff Kaskey and Tom Soules.

For Pleasanton, Mayor Karla Brown Deserves Another Term

Pleasanton has been facing
multiple challenges lately: its
financial condition has changed
because, its shopping centers,
office parks and hotels have lost
business, the pandemic created
pressures on the economy that
are still felt today, and its wells
were forced to shut down after
contamination by forever chem-
icals was discovered.

City councilman Jack Balch
would have you believe Mayor
Karla Brown should take the

blame for this and be turned out
of office. We disagree.

We don’t think the current
government is at fault. In a coun-
cil-manager form of government,
which all three cities have in the
Tri-Valley, the top executive offi-
cer is the city manager. And it is
only this year that City Manager
Gerry Beaudin has uncovered
the extent of Pleasanton’s issues.

Brown hasn’t been willing to
blame the former city manager,
but the problems Pleasanton is

dealing with go back longer than
2020 and have been a surprise to
everyone.

Brown has been willing to
take necessary steps to try to
right the ship. She has already
led the city through more than
$20 million in budget cuts,
and along with all the other
councilmembers except Balch,
backed a half-cent sales tax
increase with Measure PP to
fund necessary services and
forestall deeper cuts, especially

For Dublin’s Ballot Measures, Vote No on Both

There are two ballot measures
that Dublin voters will decide.
Both of them are poorly written
and disingenuous attempts by the
Dublin City Council to mislead
the public.

Measure Il is called the “Dub-
lin Traffic Relief, Clean Air/Open
Space Preservation Measure,”
but if it passes, it would do pre-
cisely the opposite: more traffic,
dirtier air and less open space.
The measure simply allows the
city to break its 10-year-old ur-
ban limit line (ULL) and annex
the last sliver of open space be-
tween Dublin and Livermore so
that it can build commercial or
industrial facilities on 80 acres
of the site.

The city claims it needs this

development to pay for the ex-
tension of Dublin Boulevard —
to which Livermore has said it
will not contribute any funds if
Dublin moves forward with the
annexation. Dublin’s cost would
be $55 million if it keeps its ULL
and shares the expense with
Livermore. If it revokes its ULL,
Dublin would be on the hook for
the entire $110 million cost. It’s
also not clear that new commer-
cial development will pay for the
road extension, as the city claims.

There are other ways to sup-
port road construction than to
line it with unappealing ware-
houses or office parks, and the
city doesn’t need to annex the
property in order to build the
road, if it so wishes.

Measure JJ purports to be
about clean government and
is called the “Dublin Gov-
ernment Accountability Act.”
Again, this is deceptive. While
the measure lists a number of
activities that are ostensibly
good ideas, they’re only on
the ballot to obfuscate the real
agenda: extending city council
and mayoral terms. That’s why
the city council padded the is-
sue with feelgood issues: they
didn’t think the public would
otherwise support extending
term limits to 12 years.

Perhaps there are good rea-
sons for extending term limits.
If that’s the case, have the city
come out and put that item by
itself on the ballot, and let it pass

For Dublin City Council, Razi Hasni is the Best Bet

Two first-time candidates are
running to represent District 3
on the Dublin City Council. On
a divided five-member council,

whoever wins this seat will have
a strong voice on issues facing
the city.

Razi Hasni is a local business

~ owner and married fa-
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3 | ther of a high school
senior. He’s served on
the boards of the Dub-
lin Chamber of Com-

merce and the Dublin
High School Athletic

ried 12-year resident, but he does
not appear to have served in the
community before. Morada also
said he would welcome new busi-
ness growth along an extended
Dublin Boulevard if Measure 11
passes.

Hasni has said it is premature
to decide how he would vote if
Measure II passed.

We’re cautiously optimistic
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to emergency services. Earlier,
she helped keep the downtown
viable during the pandemic
with small-business loans and
park programs and has been
working to see more housing
built in the city.

Brown should be thanked for
making difficult decisions. She
should have the opportunity to
continue to serve the best in-
terests of Pleasanton. The Inde-
pendent endorses Karla Brown
for mayor.

or fail on its own merits. But no
one has actively been campaign-
ing for Measure JJ] — no com-
mittee organized around it, no
“pro” statements were placed in
the voter guides. It seems they’re
hoping to sneak this one past the
public. Don’t let them.

The Alameda County Grand
Jurors Association, which
scores ballot language, said
the title of Measure II is mis-
leading and that Measure JJ
is “particularly deceptive” for
trying to conceal the term limit
extension.

The Dublin City Council is
trying to pull a fast one on the
public. Don’t reward their behav-
ior. Vote “no” on both Measure
IT and JJ.

against both breaking Dublin’s
urban limit line and develop-
ing an important piece of open
space separating the city from
Livermore.

Hasni has served the commu-
nity and he’s taking a thoughtful
approach to large projects like the
proposed 12-block Dublin Com-
mons development, in which one
of the buildings would be eight
stories high. For these reasons,
The Independent supports Razi
Hasni for Dublin City Council.
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Tri-Valley Conservancy
Encourages Dublin to
Vote “No” on Measure Il
Mark Triska, Livermore

The Tri-Valley Conservan-
cy’s (TVC) mission is to pro-
mote economically sustain-
able vineyards and orchards,
and to increase permanently
protected biologically di-
verse open spaces. Since
2012, TVC has advocated for
preserving open space in the
180 acre-parcel of land be-
tween Dublin and Livermore
(at stake in Measure II) and
allowing an improved paral-
lel road to connect the cities.

In 2014, TVC supported
and agreed with Dublin vot-
ers who overwhelmingly (by
84%) opposed a city-spon-
sored ballot initiative to ex-
pand the Urban Limit Line
and allow development in
this area.

The current ballot initia-
tive is another attempt by the
City Council to extend the
Urban Limit Line and allow
commercial development in
this area. This measure will
reduce open space and put
the wildlife habitat and sce-
nic views that are a treasured
part of our beautiful Tri-Val-
ley region at risk.

In August, the TVC board
of directors attempted to
mediate a solution between
the owner of this property,
Livermore and Dublin, and
Alameda County. We worked
tirelessly with all parties on a
plan to come together prior to
the election. Unfortunately,
we have discovered that me-
diation is not a sought-after
solution between all entities.

TVC was founded in 1994
as the result of Pleasanton,
Livermore, Alameda County,
the developer of Ruby Hills,
and Friends of the Vineyard
coming together to form the
1993 South Livermore Valley
Area Plan, which balanced
residential development with
vineyards and permanent open
space. It was a mediation of
all parties towards a win-win
solution. Since then, TVC’s
philosophy has always been to
work together with all of our
constituents towards a solu-
tion which encompasses our
mission with the desires and
needs of other area stakehold-
ers. Given that we are unable,
in the limited time we have be-
fore the election, to form such
a win-win solution through
mediation on this 180-acre
parcel between the two cit-
ies of Dublin and Livermore,
TVC strongly encourages
the citizens of Dublin to vote
“No” on Measure II.

At any point, TVC would
be glad to be at the table to
help to mediate a solution
and to offer our services of
land conservation. But un-
til then, we cannot support
Measure II and Dublin’s de-
sire to potentially annex all
of this area and develop por-
tions of it. We urge the citi-
zens of Dublin to vote “No”
on Measure II.

Absurd Hit-Piece
Jeff Kaskey, Livermore

Thanks I guess to Dun-
bar’s supporters at Liver-
more Forward for showing
their absolute level of PAN-
IC about my candidacy in a
recent hit-piece mailing in
District 3. Rather than listing
any merits of their candidate,
they’ve made up such crazy
lies about me that rebuttal is
easy, though hard to know
where to start.

“...voted off the (Liver-
more) Cultural Arts Coun-
cil.” Didn’t happen. It is a
great non-profit consortium.
To my knowledge, no one
has ever been voted off. I en-
joyed serving LCAC as a rep-
resentative of the Livermore

Heritage Guild (LHG), in-
cluding a year as LCAC Vice
President. Just last Saturday [
was at ArtWalk working the
LCAC booth!! Bizarre lie.

“..has no government
experience” Wrong. Two
terms on Livermore’s Histor-
ic Preservation Commission
(HPC), a Livermore advisory
commission, as well as the
Downtown Steering Com-
mittee. That’s more local
government experience than
either Dunbar or Farley. Ob-
vious lie.

“...advocated to knock
down the popular blacksmith
square.” No, never. Just the
opposite. As many of you
know, I served on HPC and
was president of LHG for a
decade. Their mission, and
my mission, is to protect
our local heritage, of which
Blacksmith Square is an im-
portant piece. Blatant lie.

Their mailer continues like
that, but I would rather tell you
that I am looking forward to
continuing to serve Livermore.
I have 43 years here; I have
served the town on non-profit
organizations including her-
itage, arts, homelessness and
culture; and I give my support
to many others. This month I
was Emcee and Auctioneer
for the Fertile Groundworks
Gala where we brought in
over $30,000 to support the
garden, which has produced
over 200,000 pounds of food
to share with our neighbors
in need. You might have seen
me giving LHG’s downtown
historic walking tours to
groups of school kids, serving
at the Lions’ cioppino feed or
demonstrating horse hoof care
for 4-H. T have continued to
demonstrate a deep knowl-
edge of, and commitment to,
Livermore. Or you can be-
lieve the abusive flyer. Now,
go vote!

Vote for Karla Brown for
Mayor

Brian and Christine Bourg,
Pleasanton

Don’t be fooled by Karla’s
opponent!

Jack Balch is using the
city’s recent budget chal-
lenge as political fodder to
defeat Karla.

The budget issue was
caused by the past City Man-
ager who neglected to put
aside enough money to pay
for pensions and deferred
maintenance.

Jack tells residents to vote
no on Measure PP, but he
won’t say how he’s voting on
it. That’s not leadership.

Jack should have worked
with his fellow councilmem-
bers to encourage residents to
pass this small tax that would
alleviate the need to make se-
vere cuts in city services. In-
stead, he accused the mayor
of fiscal irresponsibility after
she advised making cuts and
freezing spending on proj-
ects.

Last year, Jack became
visibly upset and argumenta-
tive about the council voting
4-1 to drop a master plan to
renovate Wayside Park, be-
cause the cost of $14 million
dollars was far too much.
Jack definitely wasn’t show-
ing fiscal responsibility.

When City Manager Gerry
Beaudin advised the Coun-
cil to reduce it’s use of en-
ergy provider AVA to save
$320,000 per year Jack got
very upset at a council meet-
ing because he was on the
board of AVA. This again
shows that projects he sup-
ports should be funded, even
though their cost is too high.
One might say that’s hypo-
critical.

Jack’s campaign literature
tries to scare the public by
stating that Karla authorized
the use of PFAS contaminat-

ed water wells. All water dis-
tributed by our city for drink-
ing meets the strictest state
and federal standards. No
city official can approve dis-
tributing water that doesn’t
meet these standards. Wells
with very low contamination
are held in emergency status
if fires erupt in Pleasanton.

Jack is in his first term on
the council. He’s not ready to
be our mayor. You show lead-
ership when you work well
with others and watch how
experienced, successful peo-
ple do their jobs. Jack works
as CFO for his family‘s com-
mercial real estate business,
which is very different from
running a city with its budget
restrictions and state laws.
He is trying to bypass the
training needed to become a
good leader like Karla Brown
by making false accusations
and misrepresenting the facts.
How can he convince us that
he’s ready to be mayor when
he doesn’t have the backing
of his fellow councilmem-
bers or the city employees he
works with?

Join us in voting for Karla
Brown!

Councilmember
Supports Dunbar and
Wang

Bob Carling, Livermore

I am writing to encourage
you to vote for Steven Dun-
bar, District 3, and Kristie
Wang, District 4. They are the
only candidates on the ballot
who know and understand
how city government works;
Steven through his appoint-
ment on the Livermore Plan-
ning Commission and Kristie
having been elected to serve
as a trustee on the Livermore
School Board. Recently, two
of the other candidates for
District 3 and District 4 coun-
cil seats have run campaign
ads in this paper suggesting
that the current city council
is not transparent and doesn’t
listen. These are common
tropes for people running for
office. These candidates have
no evidence to support their
statements that the council
isn’t transparent and doesn’t
listen. City council members
take an oath of office, are
governed by the Brown Act,
and also commit to a local set
of norms and values to which
we all comply. On every item
coming before me on city
council I have kept a tally
of residents for and against
the item. I have never voted
against the majority of Liver-
more residents. To state that I
don’t listen is insulting.

The ads also support city
investment in new parks.
These same candidates,
claiming lack of transparen-
cy and listening skills by the
present council, are against
a new downtown park hon-
oring our veterans that the
city council approved a cou-
ple of years ago. At a recent

council meeting, one of the
candidates admitted that he
had misled people when he
asked for their signature on
a petition to stop the down-
town park dedicated to our
veterans. This demonstrates

a lack of understanding as to
what he was asking folks to
support. Council members
must be informed as they re-
late to the public. The only

(See MAILBOX, page 6)
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KARLA

BROWRN
YOUR VOICE
FOR PLEASANTON

Mayor Karla Brown is endorsed for Re-Election based
on her commitment to the City of Pleasanton for:

SMART GROWTH POLICIES,
RESPONSIBLE BUDGETS, SAFE DRINKING WATER
and SUPPORT OF 911-SAFETY PERSONNEL.

State Senator Steve Glazer
Chair of the Alameda County Supervisors, Nate Miley
Alameda County Supervisor, David Haubert
Livermore Pleasanton Fire, IAFF local 1974
Teamsters, Local 70
Julie Testa, Vice Mayor (Pleasanton)
Jeff Nibert, Councilmember (Pleasanton)
Valerie Arkin, Councilmember (Pleasanton)
Debora Allen, BART Board member
Melissa Hernandez, BART Board member
Laurene Green, Zone 7 Board member
Sarah Palmer, Zone 7 Board member
Catherine Brown, Zone 7 Board member
Kelly Mokashi, PUSD Board member
Lily Mei, Mayor (Fremont)
Karen Stepper, Mayor (Danville)
(arol Dutra-Vernaci, Mayor (Union City)
Mark Salinas, Mayor (Hayward)
Dave Hudson, Mayor (San Ramon)
And many, many more.

NEVER ACCEPTS CAMPAIGN DONATIONS FROM BUILDERS
AND DEVELOPERS THAT AIM TO BUY INFLUENCE

Paid for by “Karla Brown for Mayor 2024" FPPC#1466840

We need candidates for
Livermore City Council who are
passionate about protecting our
Natural Environment

to
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Not candidates ﬂ;acked by ﬂ:e
estate industry that typically wants
D break the Urban Growth Boundary

- .

Tom's opponent Kristie Wang is endorsed by the Bay East Assaciation of Realtors

We need Tom Soules
for City Councll

TOM SOULES

FOR

DISTRICT 4
ﬁ ,

Ad paid for by Candidates That Listen FPPC# 1475128.

www.candidatesthatlisten.com
Not authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate.

Funding Details at www.fppc.ca.gov
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Foothill High Senior, Rohan Raina, a member of Troop 998
in Pleasanton, has received his Eagle badge, the highest
rank in the traditional Scouts BSA program. For his service
project, Raina and his team built and installed two picnic
tables for the community garden area of Pleasanton’s Val
Vista Park. (Photo courtesy of Rohan Raina)

MAILBOX

(Continued from page 5)

candidates for city council
who will both honor the will
of the majority of voters and
be informed sources of infor-
mation are Steven Dunbar
(District 3) and Kristie Wang
(District 4). Cast your vote
for them.

Tom Soules is the Best
Candidate for District 4
Donna Gabanne, Livermore

So many critical choices
in this election. However, the
choice for Livermore City
Council District 4 is clear.
Tom Soules is by far the best
candidate; Tom is thoughtful,
intelligent, considerate and
ready to serve. He wants to
hear your concerns and to
understand your vision for
Livermore.

Tom wants to protect our
Urban Growth Boundary and
save what remaining open
space we have. He favors
carefully planned develop-
ment when necessary that
protects each neighborhood’s
character, not haphazard eco-
nomic growth that favors
developers looking for maxi-
mum profits at the expense of
residents.

It is not clear where his op-
ponent, Kristie Wang, stands
on many critical issues. Her
vague positions are prob-
lematic. She lists her posi-
tion on the Livermore Valley
Joint Unified District School
Board as a qualification for
city council, but the school
district continues to face ma-
jor deficits. "The district is
spending more than its annu-
al operating budget allows."
In fact, the Alameda County
Office of Education said "
the district's 2024-25 adopted
budget poses a financial risk
" and warned that the district
could face fiscal restraints
imposed by the County in
the near future. If the school
board and the school district
cannot manage its financ-
es adequately, why should
we trust Kristie — a current
school board member — to
do a better job with the city
budget??

In contrast, Tom is a fis-
cally responsible candidate,
who promises no new taxes.
In these uncertain financial
times, his reasonable ap-
proach to budgeting is reas-
suring and makes sense.

Tom has demonstrated his
commitment to serving the
community through tutoring
non-English speaking resi-
dents, and numerous volun-
teer activities.

Additionally, his calm
demeanor and respectful at-
titude will bring a welcome
change to the city council.

Looking for a dedicated,
reliable, and fiscally respon-
sible candidate who will add
anew voice to the current city
council ?? Vote for Tom !!!

For more information,
please visit TomSoules.com

Join us in voting for Tom
Soules District 4 .

Why | am Running for
Livermore Council
David Farley, Livermore

By now, many of you in
Livermore District 3 know
me, but I'd like to remind you

of why I'm running for City
Council.

My story is the "road less
traveled". My elder daughter
Ellen was born in Japan and
my younger Jessica was born
in New Jersey, but both were
raised here. Ellen is now at
Boston University studying
biochemistry, while Jessica is
at Granada and is awesome at
lacrosse (walk-on varsity as a
freshman).

While pursuing my engi-
neering degree at Cal Poly,
SLO, I worked summers at
NASA, and had a nice job
awaiting me in San Diego
upon graduation. However,
I instead decided to serve my
country, so went to Pensacola
to have my head shaved and
harassed by a Marine drill in-
structor on my path to flight
school.

While later pursuing my
PhD at UCSD, I took im-
mersion Japanese language
as a diversion from all my
technical courses and lab
work. That Japanese capa-
bility surprisingly resulted
in a job with an American
energy research company in
Osaka, Japan. With Japan as
my home base, I traveled the
world involved in a variety
of energy research projects. |
was in 30+ countries, and ex-
perienced many cultures and
challenging geopolitical situ-
ations (I was traveling often
right after 9/11).

After a decade being on an
airplane, and two toddlers, I
took a position with Princ-
eton University working on
fusion energy. We moved
here in 2010 to work at the
National Ignition Facili-
ty (NIF), and then I moved
across the street to Sandia.
Adding to this path, my small
business has a quantum tech-
nology education contract
with a HBCU.

The road less traveled now
includes knocking on the
doors of thousands of houses,
and it has been my pleasure
to meet you and discuss mul-
tiple topics of importance to
you. I enjoyed speaking with
Roberto on Hazel Street,
who was a helicopter pilot
in Vietnam. I spent 20 min-
utes discussing new energy
technologies with Stephen of
Norma Way, who has been
involved in energy electrifi-
cation projects with his work.
I have bumped into numer-
ous current and former lab
colleagues, who support my
current road to city council.
People resonate with my
many years coaching girls
lacrosse, and are impressed
that I also offer my time as an
airport commissioner.

The road less traveled has
led me here, to serve you with
substance as council member
for Livermore District 3.

Preserve Livermore’s
Democracy — Vote for
Jeff Kaskey and Tom
Soules for City Council
Alan Heckman, Livermore

When Californians created
our State Constitution, they
reserved the right of the peo-
ple of referendum — a veto.
We hold the ultimate power,
not government officials.

The Livermore City Coun-
cil election is about safe-
guarding our democratic
rights, particularly the right
to referendum. Jeff Kaskey
and Tom Soules understand
that preserving this right is
crucial for an accountable
and transparent government.
They are committed to ensur-
ing that Livermore residents
have a direct say in decisions
that impact our community.

In stark contrast, Steve
Dunbar and Kristie Wang
represent a threat to this es-
sential democratic process.
Both are endorsed by current
city leaders who have bla-
tantly ignored a clear appel-
late court decision directing
them to process a referendum
petition. Rather than respect-
ing the court’s straightfor-
ward directive, they chose to
reinterpret it to avoid holding
the referendum — undermin-
ing our right to direct democ-
racy and silencing the voices
of Livermore residents. This
maneuver reflects a disregard
for public input and sets a
dangerous precedent.

Furthermore, Steve Dun-
bar’s record on the Planning
Commission raises serious
ethical concerns. Despite be-
ing an employee of Gillig,
he has openly stated that he
doesn’t consider this a con-
flict of interest when voting
on matters involving the
company. This position di-
rectly contradicts California’s
Fair Political Practices Com-
mission (FPPC) guidelines,
which state that income from
an entity is a disqualifying fi-
nancial interest. Such actions
demonstrate a disregard for
ethical standards that have no
place in public office.

Kristie Wang’s tenure as a
Livermore school trustee is
equally troubling. During her
time on the school board, test
scores have dropped, enroll-
ment has declined, and the
district is on its third superin-
tendent in just four years —
all while facing multimil-
lion-dollar structural deficits.
Recently, a parent expressed
concerns at a school board
meeting about injuries her
daughter sustained on school
grounds, only to be met with
indifference from board mem-
bers. This record of poor per-
formance and disregard for
community concerns should
disqualify Wang from seeking
arole on the City Council.

Livermore deserves lead-
ers who will respect our
democratic rights, prioritize
ethical governance, and gen-
uinely listen to residents. Jeff
Kaskey and Tom Soules are
the candidates who embody
these values. Voting for them
means voting to preserve
Livermore’s democracy and
ensuring our voices are heard
and respected. On election
day, stand up for Livermore’s
future — vote for Jeff Kas-
key and Tom Soules.

Why | Am Voting for
Tom Evans for Mayor
Nancy Johnson, Dublin

Dublin needs a mayor who
is thoroughly familiar with
Dublin issues and can bring a
fresh perspective to the table.
Tom Evans is the ideal can-
didate. He knows Dublin bet-
ter than most of our current
council members. He and his
wife, a retired educator who
taught at a local school, regu-
larly attend council meetings
and voice their opinions. Tom
does his research. His opin-
ions — whether they involve
proposed development proj-
ects or city ordinances —are
supported by facts and fig-
ures. He is ready and willing
to tackle the tough problems
and find workable solutions.
He will make sure that our
city is more accountable and
responsive to its residents.
Tom has never forgotten who
he is or where he came from.

Although they may have
city council experience, Ms.
Josey and Ms. Hu lack some
key leadership qualities. Ms.
Hu sometimes seems out of
her depth. Ms. Josey often is
more preoccupied with pro-
cess than substance.

Perennial candidate Shawn
Costello has been a long-time
disability rights advocate in
our city and county. He de-
serves a permanent position
that makes the best use of
his knowledge and talents.
Dublin is in dire need of a
full-time ADA coordinator.
Shawn would be perfect for
the position.

The Negative Ads Have
Started
David Rounds, Livermore

Friday I had just left yoga
and was feeling fairly cen-
tered until I got home and
read the mail. Right on top
was a hit piece from Liver-
more Forward aimed square-
ly at Jeff Kaskey. Thave never
liked this type of advertising.
It is heavy on innuendo and
sometimes outright lies. This
type of “speech” has become
common in today’s nation-
al politics (and now, local
politics) and is for the most
part protected from libel. It
is also a very lazy way to try
to influence an election. 1
won’t blame the candidates,
in this case, Mr. Dunbar, be-
cause candidates cannot le-
gally control what PACs like
Livermore Forward say. But
Livermore Forward is clearly
very concerned about their
candidate’s chances and feels
this type of ad is necessary.

What is Livermore For-
ward? They are a PAC that
spent tens of thousands of
dollars to elect Marchand
and Branning in 2022 and
that now has $37,000 in their
coffers. The latest election
reports include donations to
Livermore Forward by Pon-
derosa Homes II ($5,000);
GBN Partners, a developer in
Danville ($2,500); Signature
Homes ($2,500); Greenville
Road Land Company ($5000)
and Patterson Pass Land
Company ($5,000). NOTE:
These two land companies
have vested land interests in
the East of Greenville area.

Also included were some
other smaller donations and
some cash on hand from the
2022 election.

My question is why would
a PAC supported by devel-
opers and land companies,
with land interests East of
Greenville, support Dunbar
and oppose Kaskey? My
guess, they all would benefit
if Livermore is successful in
breaking the Urban Growth
Boundary and the open space
East of Greenville gets an-
nexed to Livermore for de-
velopment. Clearly they are
betting that breaking the
UGB would be more likely
with Dunbar in office. Ifthat
is what you as a voter want
then vote for Dunbar. If this
gives you pause, then consid-
er voting for Kaskey.

No On Dublin Measures
Il and JJ, Vote for Tom
Evans for Mayor
Shannon Miller, Dublin

I urge all Dublin voters to
vote against two deceptive
measures which do the op-
posite of what they say they
would do. II would not pre-
serve open space and JJ does
not promote government ac-
countability.

JJ is a term extension
measure, which adds mean-
ingless/redundant ethics lan-
guage to deliberately mislead
the voter. If you listen to
horrible Dublin city attor-
ney Bakker’s remarks (Nov.
7, 2023, city council video,
about one hour and 32 min-
utes in), you will hear exactly
why they decided to add ac-
countability language. Bak-
ker said, “Most of these [term
limit extension measures] get
smoked. They go down in
flames if it’s just a straightfor-
ward ballot measure.” Dublin
desperately needs a compre-
hensive ethics and complaint/
whistleblower policy. This is
not it. I personally will not
support term extensions until
Dublin has more competent
and ethical representation
across the board.

I also urge all Dublin vot-
ers to vote for Tom Evans
for mayor. He is eminently
qualified for the position.
This extremely knowledge-
able and decent man knows
our city and the region well.
He regularly attends and/or
views city council meetings
and speaks out on a variety
of issues. His altruism is in-
spiring. He does not aspire to
higher office. He wants to do
his best for Dublin.

Thanks to Livermore
Valley Arts
Julie Wild, Livermore

For the first time ever, the
Palestinian community of
Livermore was provided a
space to showcase the beauty
of their culture through art,
and many thanks are due to
Livermore Valley Arts and

Anne Giancola. The people
of Palestine, despite facing
significant upheaval and dis-
placement over the last 75
years, have managed to pre-
serve their cultural heritage,
which binds them together
regardless of where they live.

This rich tapestry of art
was on full display this past
Saturday at the Livermore
ArtWalk through handmade
embroidery work, henna,
handmade ceramics and
glass, along with olive wood
products from Bethlehem.
The joy and laughter while
Dabke danced was a crowd
favorite. Whether Palestin-
ians are feeding you or danc-
ing with you, they want you
to have a place beside them.
Members of the community
joined in, and for many it was
the highlight of the ArtWalk.

The Soul of my Soul Ex-
hibit is dedicated to giving
children an artistic voice and
outlet, and creates events that
leave attendees feeling more
aware and empowered. Our
display had a sampling of the
hundreds of pieces of art that
we’ve received over the past
10 months when children
were asked what their hopes
and dreams are for Palestine.
The art is hopeful, sometimes
sad, but always from the heart.

As a young poet wrote,
“Kids deserve to flourish
fiercely. To play without
bombs highlighting the city-
scape. Without checkpoints
guarding their freedom from
forming. Kids wither without
someone to hold their hand.
Dying under a depressed
moon. Swallowing their
pride. Replacing it with fear.
This is the reality of youth in
Gaza.” - Magdalena, age 13

Many Palestinians call
Livermore home, and our
community made it feel like
home for the first time, in
such a special way. Thank
you Livermore Valley Arts
for understanding our vi-
sion for this exhibit, and a
big thanks to the community
for showing up in such large
numbers to support, laugh,
and dance with us.

And if you’d like to con-
tinue to support the Pales-
tinian community, we would
love to have you join us for
a Palestinian Cultural Day on
Saturday, Oct. 26, at Asbury
Methodist Church 2-4 p.m.
Go to www.soulofmysoulex-
hibit.com to learn more.

Arkin and Gaidos for
Pleasanton City Council
Susan Reid, Pleasanton

Pleasanton is fortunate to
have Valerie Arkin on the
City Council (District 2).
She served many years with
the Pleasanton School Board
and now represents residents
on the city council. She has
demonstrated a high degree
of integrity, competence, in-
telligence, and understanding
of complex issues. She is
known for fairness, kindness,
and being respectful to all
opinions. She is not accept-
ing money from developers
or other special interests. She
will represent the residents on
issues such as preservation
of the historic Downtown,
avoiding extreme develop-
ment that does not fit with the
infrastructure (traffic, water
supply, etc.), and maintaining
the excellence of Pleasanton
schools. Re-elect Valerie Ar-
kin, City Council (District 2).

Matt Gaidos, a prosecut-
ing Attorney with Alameda
County, long-time resident
and member of the Planning
Commission, also deserves
to be elected to City Council
(District 4).

Schools Matter for
Everyone
Patricia Munro, Livermore

It is easy to imagine that
only parents and children
need to worry about schools
and school districts. The real-
ity, of course, is that all of us
benefit from public schools.
They are the way we, as a
society, enable the next gen-
eration to understand and
engage in society, to have the
skills to be competent adults,
and to have an appreciation
of the world.

Those who serve on school
boards must balance that
broader societal view with
meeting the needs of differ-
ent families and students, all
while ensuring fiscal stability
in the face of state require-
ments.

Tara Boyce has the finan-
cial and organization back-
ground to understand the
fiscal responsibilities. She
has personal experience with
two children in the schools
and the ability to generalize
that experience to others’ in-
dividual needs. She supports
giving students the tools
and knowledge to become
informed citizens and crit-
ical thinkers. And she had
the experience and ability to
work with other school board
members and LVJUSD ad-
ministration to lead toward
community goals. Vote for
Tara Boyce for school board.

Tom Soules Versus ???
Doug Mann, Livermore

OK everyone, we’re start-
ing to receive the Council
candidate mailers in Liver-
more. Let’s take a look at
District 4.

Tom Soules and Kristie
Wang are the candidates.
Since December, I have been
asking candidate Wang about
specific actions she would
take as a council member. I
wanted to hear something be-
sides ambiguous generaliza-
tions, but all I ever seemed to
get was ?77?

The mailers make things
clear; do we want more high-
rise towers like Legacy in the
middle of downtown? Tom
Soules doesn’t, and he tells
us that directly. All his oppo-
nent can manage is ??7?

Meanwhile, ??? has sent a
mailer that mentions “hous-
ing affordability”, but what
does that mean? Does ?7?
bring a specific action to
take in order to achieve that
“housing affordability”’? Tom
Soules tells us directly that he
will enforce the requirements
on developers to actually
build lower cost units within
the development projects they
bring to Council for approval.
That way, they will get built
immediately, along with the
rest of a given project.

We have to assume that ???
will follow the same failed
policies as her principal sup-
porters, struggling through
government-managed hous-
ing projects which take for-
ever to build and can't enrich
the occupants like more mod-
ern inclusionary configura-
tions. Tom Soules is tired of
waiting for progress on hous-
ing that people can manage

financially.
Tom Soules has a tax pol-
icy — he doesn't want to

raise taxes. All 7?? has to say
about tax policy is ??? Her
supporters DID try to raise
our taxes; they want to do it
again, and they want to get
7?77 elected to do the same.

?7??’s mailer doesn’t say
anything about protecting
the UGB either. That’s the
urbanization line that keeps
us from descending into
Dublin-like growth patterns.
Tom Soules WILL protect
the UGB and the open spaces
we cherish.

We shouldn’t put someone
in charge that leaves us with
more questions than answers.
Vote Tom Soules!

Truths in Pleasanton
Debbie Ayres, Pleasanton

To provide clarity for so-
cial media posts:

10% pay increase: Fact -
the council voted to increase
city council's stipends over
a two-year period. This was
done 1.5 years ago and hasn’t
been done since. Stipends are
$1,300 per month. Keep in
mind that Council provided
6% raises to employees over
a ONE-year period.

Capital /  skateboard:
Fact — When $ were avail-
able for capital projects, $
were allotted to priorities
that all council members ap-
proved and that was based
on a public process with
community input. Providing
recreational opportunities to
our youth is important, such
as the cricket pitch recent-
ly installed. Millions have
been spent over the years for
sports fields (soccer, base-
ball, football, lacrosse), such
as the sports park and Bernal
Park. Nonetheless, the City's
capital projects have been
deferred due to budget pro-
jections.

Water rates: Fact- clean
and safe drinking water is a
top priority for residents and
businesses. Rate increases
were necessary due to aging

(See MAILBOX, page 7)
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On Oct. 9, the Livermore Police Community OQutreach Unit attended Kaiser Permanente’s
Safety Fair. Livermore Police connected with community members, shared important safety
tips, and got everyone excited for upcoming events like Trunk or Treat and Drug Take Back
Day. (Photo courtesy of the Livermore Police Department)
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infrastructure and PFAS con-
taminates. Our rates had not
been increased in many years
and we are still one of the
lowest in the region. None
of us want to pay more, but
ensuring our safe drinking
water is necessary and a city
responsibility.

Turning in wells: Fact - the
council had to make a diffi-
cult decision due to ensuring
enough water pressure in
the system for our firefight-
ers during peak fire season.
Only IF needed, and only
IF the levels were deemed
safe by the state compliance,
wells could be turned on for
a very short time. That would
have been about five percent
of our water as the rest would
still be from Zone 7. Loss of
human lives, pets, and prop-
erty were at risk. It’s import-
ant to note that the city never
had to turn them on.

Please join me in re-elect-
ing Karla Brown as Mayor.
Her children attended public
schools in Pleasanton. She
does not accept money from
developers or in turn for fa-
vors. Her goal is to finish the
work she has been doing to
provide clean safe drinking
water. All decisions are made
putting the people of Pleas-
anton first, not for her own
benefit.

Kristie Wang for City
Council District 4

Georgette and Mark
Thomason, Livermore

I am writing in support of
Kristie Wang for Livermore
City Council, District 4. Not
only is Kristie a dedicated
member of our community,
she is also a tenacious ad-
vocate for our students and
a passionate community or-
ganizer. I met Kristie a few
years ago at a community
event in front of our main city
library. We struck up a con-
versation and she invited me
to join a planning committee
for a local event. I had heard
of Kristie prior to that, thanks
to the successful anti-vaping
initiative she helped champi-
on. Since then, I have spent
hours with Kristie, planning,
organizing, and celebrating
our community. I am honored
to call her my friend.

Kristie’s education has
given her the tools to rep-
resent our city. Her lived
experiences have given her
the compassion to want to
make our small corner of the

LIVERMORE VALLEY
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world a better place. She is
the perfect candidate to lead
our city. Please join me in
voting for Kristie Wang for
City Council, District 4 on
November 5Sth.

Their Attack Mailer Is
Not Truthful — Vote for
Jeff Kaskey

Richard Andrews, Livermore

Ireceived a specious attack
mailer on JEFF KASKEY
from a developer/real estate
group — Livermore Forward.
They hope their lies if told
loudly and often enough
will be accepted as true. It's
obvious they’re afraid their
candidate, Steve Dunbar,
isn’t going to win the District
3 Council seat, and they’ll
lose control of our Council, a
Council that needs to become
transparent and honest.

Even the Mayor has used
HIS OWN war chest to pay
for digital ads for his pup-
pet, Steven Dunbar. We in
District 3 are smarter than
that, and know only JEFF
KASKEY has the backbone
to stand for us, instead of big
money.

Here’s the truth about Kas-
key positions, experience and
values:

» He’s supported a destina-
tion downtown, with an ex-
pansion of Stockmen’s Park
in the city center, preserva-
tion of Blacksmith Square,
and an increase of low-in-
come housing nearby or at
other appropriate locations.

* Kaskey brings over four
decades of experience in the
private sector and city gov-
ernment to the creation and
management of projects. He’s
worked as a Lawrence Liv-
ermore National Laboratory
technologist, then participated
in anumber of successful start-
ups, and is the current owner
of a prospering business. He
served for eight years on the
city’s Historic Preservation
Commission (HPC).

He has proven that his vi-
sion, experience and talent
can bring projects to fruition.
For example, he initiated the
idea of preserving the histor-
ic Southern Pacific Depot as
a transit hub on Railroad Av-
enue. Then, serving on HPC,
he shepherded it through. He
is the one who could take a
look at city projects that have
stalled, like the proposed
downtown hotel. He has the
creativity and government
experience to help make a

high-level Livermore hotel a
reality, not just a pipedream.

Dunbar hasn’t demonstrat-
ed that he has the qualities
that are needed to bring com-
munity projects to fruition.

* Also, can Dunbar, who’s
been supported with so much
developer money and worn a
path to the mayor’s door, lis-
ten to the people? As a return
on their investment, devel-
opers and real estate com-
panies will expect a friendly
ear to their interests — such
as pushing aside our urban
growth boundary.

If we want to create an
imaginative downtown cen-
ter, bring important projects
to fruition and protect our
surrounding open  space,
vineyards and ranchlands, we
need to elect Jeff Kaskey.

Kaskey is independent, be-
holden to no one’s money.

Vote for Karla, Valerie,
and Matt!

Laurene Green, Pleasanton

As you fill out your ballot,
I'hope you’ll vote to keep our
skilled and thoughtful Mayor
Karla Brown, Councilwom-
an Valerie Arkin (District 2)
and newcomer Matt Gaidos
(District 4) at the helm. I've
worked with both Karla and
Valerie as an Energy & En-
vironment Committee Chair
and Water Expert Advisor to
our City Council, and more
recently as a fellow elected
(Zone 7 Director); I find both
to have the best of intentions
and the skilled detailed en-
gagement needed to man-
age and grow our wonderful
town. They honor our motto
of “The City of Planned Prog-
ress”, protect our downtown
from being ”Manhattanized”,
bring large new business-
es and revenues sources to
Pleasanton, address the diffi-
cult and expensive PFAS and
water supply problems, and
also shepherded us through
COVID-19. Matt comes to
us with a strong work resume
and community participation
that shows he will similarly
protect and grow our town
sustainably. I think residents
will be very pleased to see
the energy, intelligence, and
ideas that Matt (a Pleasanton
resident from childhood) will
bring to the position. Karla,
Valerie, and Matt all have
strong work ethics, histories
of positive engagement, the
ability to take tough votes,
and work well with others
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to find common solutions.
The current council has had
to grapple with the results
of decisions made long be-
fore they were elected (e.g.,
PERS and previous decades
of underfunding water infra-
structure maintenance, etc.).
Karla and Valerie have rolled
up their sleeves, helped slim
the budget by $20M, nego-
tiated sustainable employee
pay and benefits, reinforced
the Water Enterprise Fund,
and created a choice for
Pleasantonians to maintain
our current standard of ser-
vice while we work through
the next decade of challenges
(Measure PP). These were
tough but necessary votes,
and Karla and Valerie met,
and will continue to meet, the
moment. As a Pleasanton res-
ident, I look forward to Kar-
la, Valerie, and Matt keeping
Pleasanton a great and safe
town. Please support them,
as I do.

No on Josey
G. Rez, Dublin

Jean Josey does not de-
serve to be Dublin’s mayor.
In fact, she does not deserve
to continue as council mem-
ber. She may have experience
on the council, but she lacks
the integrity, honesty, and
ethics that good governance
demands. She occasionally
has exercised extremely poor
judgment.

I regularly watch council
meetings. Jean may ask good
questions at some of the meet-
ings, but she often disregards
valuable information elicit-
ed from those questions and
votes in what seems to be a
predetermined fashion. She
likes to lecture other council
members regarding procedur-
al matters, but being a good
mayor or council member in-
volves much more than know-
ing Robert’s Rules of Order.

Jean rattles off her sup-
posed accomplishments at
candidate forums and meet-
and-greet events. [ can tell
you that many of these ac-
complishments are exag-
gerated or nonexistent. She
could have done much more
during the pandemic — par-
ticularly for our seniors. She

is not the avid listener and
advocate she pretends to be.
If inconvenient, she does not
take the time to fact check.
Many of us have seen her
give short shrift to others.

Her ties to outgoing city
manager Linda Smith D’Am-
brosio have been troubling.
Smith D’ Ambrosio has been
acting unethically for years
and should have been re-
moved some time ago. Jo-
sey has been one of her most
consistent champions. Smith
D’Ambrosio’s sister, Mi-
chelle Smith McDonald, was
Josey’s first campaign man-
ager (for a city council seat).
In matters directly relating
to Smith D’Ambrosio’s mis-
conduct, Josey failed to re-
cuse herself. Smith D’Am-
brosio was front and center
with Josey at a campaign
event masquerading as a city
event last March.

Smith D’Ambrosio and
previous city manager Chris
Foss flagrantly abused their
authority. They did every-
thing in their power (using
city funds/resources) to stifle
criticism and destroy their
critics. New city manager
Colleen Tribby, who was
chosen by the city council in
a closed process, never open-
ly challenged the bad actions
of her predecessors while
serving as assistant city man-
ager or ASD director. Many
of us would have preferred
the selection of a city man-
ager from the outside, who
could take an objective look
at management practices and
put Dublin back on track.

At this critical juncture,
Dublin needs a mayor and

council members with the
moral courage to challenge
the status quo and oppose
corruption — even when it
involves personal friends and
supporters. Jean Josey is not
up to the job.

My Friend and Sister in
Christ, Deena Kaplanis
Starla Rodriguez, Livermore

I am writing to express
my enthusiastic  support
for my friend and sister in
Christ, Deena Kaplanis, as
a candidate for the LVJUSD
school board. I have had the
privilege of getting to know
Deena for the past year, and
I can confidently say that she
would be a tremendous asset
to our district. Deena has a
natural gift for connecting
with children. Her patience
and kindness create an en-
vironment where students
thrive. She understands the
challenges our educators face
and has innovative ideas for
saving the district money,
while supporting our teach-
ers. Her thoughtful approach
combines fiscal responsi-
bility with a genuine com-
mitment to enhancing the
educational experience for
all students. Beyond her im-
pressive qualifications, Dee-
na is one of the most caring
individuals I know. She ap-
proaches every situation with
warmth and compassion,
making her a beloved figure
in our community. I fully and
faithfully believe that Deena
would bring fresh perspec-
tives and a heartfelt dedica-
tion to the school board. I

(See MAILBOX, page 8)
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Area Recreation and Park District (LARPD)

is saddened to announce

the passing of Boomer Bowers, the 2024 Livermore Ambassadog. Boomer, a beloved
English Labrador retriever, was named the inaugural Ambassadog earlier this year in a
joint effort by Valley Humane Society and LARPD to foster a dog-friendly environment
in Livermore. (Photo courtesy of Kelly Bowers)
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urge everyone to consider her
candidacy seriously.

On Voting for Steven
Dunbar for City Council
Randy Simpson, Livermore

Livermore is fortunate to
have Steven Dunbar in our
community; he has become
a local treasure. Steven has
demonstrated that you can be
wise without being old.

Steven has honed the skills
needed for being on the city
council through passionate-
ly and successfully working
on challenges in Livermore.
Whereas some people tout
ideals and make unsubstanti-
ated assertions, Steven brings
a system engineer's rigor in
examining the details of is-
sues facing Livermore and the
near- to long-term ramifica-
tions. Steven knows the laws
and rules in civic planning,
and he’s realistic; he knows
how to get things done.

Our elected leaders need
to be culturally current with
a modern understanding of
local business, local man-
ufacturing, employment,
housing, and science & tech-
nology. Steven has the need-
ed breadth and depth.

Steven has a track record in
doing the right thing for our
community, the entire com-
munity. He is not interested
in just winning arguments.
You can count on him to be
thorough, consistent in his
approach, and to truly listen
and understand all sides of an
issue. Steven is principled; he
can be trusted to speak hon-
estly and share the facts, re-
gardless of the audience.

State and national elec-
tions often leave us wanting
for better candidates. Bring-
ing fresh talent into local
elections plays an essential
role in the governance of our
community and it has a long-
term positive impact region-
ally and nationally.

Get to know Steven and
you'll vote for him.

Vote Karla Brown for
Mayor
Tom Hall, Pleasanton

I have personally known
Mayor Karla Brown for
several years and can attest
to her honesty, diligence,
and commitment to the resi-
dents of Pleasanton. Karla’s
knowledge of the issues indi-
cates that she researches ev-
ery issue, using its impact on
the community and budget
constraints as prime consid-
erations.

My family has lived in
Pleasanton for over three de-
cades and I spent more than
30 years teaching various
science and math classes at
Amador Valley High School.
Often my classes were full,
presenting the challenge of
teaching a lab class to 36
or more seniors. They abso-
lutely got the best instruc-
tion that I could provide, but
crowded classrooms can af-
fect learning.

Karla Brown has worked
tirelessly for more than 15
years to reduce the amount
of growth in our city. With
a hillside ordinance and a
chain of lakes, there is a finite
amount of space left to build
new housing. New housing
means more people and more
students in those classrooms.

Vote Karla Brown for
Mayor and keep Pleasanton
the city that first drew you
here, and keep its classrooms
a manageable size for stu-
dents and teachers.

Can't Vote

Ann Giannini, Livermore

Hello citizens,

Many of us in Districts
1 and 2 cannot vote for two
very qualified fine candi-
dates: Tom Souls in District 4
and Jeff Kaskey in District 3.

Those of you who may be
undecided please consider our
endorsement when you vote .

Thank you.

Tara Boyce and
Christiaan VandenHeuvel
are the Best

Joanne Morrison, Livermore

Due to state funding short-
falls  following COVID,
school districts throughout
California are now forced to
tighten belts and make cuts.
Through no fault of its admin-
istrators, LVJUSD is facing a
$4.4 million budget deficit and
must make difficult decisions
about where to cut.

With an MBA in finance
and years of experience ad-
vising major organizations,
Tara Boyce is the candidate
for school board most quali-
fied to help shepherd the dis-
trict through these financially
trying times. She is the one
most able to work with dis-
trict administrators to min-
imize the impact of cuts on
programs that students need.
With two small children of
her own attending public
schools, she has “skin in the
game” now and in the future.

In addition to having ex-
tensive knowledge, Tara is
honest, transparent, and eth-
ical. She is endorsed by the
Livermore Education Asso-
ciation (the teachers’ union),
Livermore Advocates for
Public Education, AC Dems,
a host of other organizations
and prominent individuals,
and most recently, Moms De-
mand Action has designated
her a Gun Sense Candidate.
A compassionate person, she
will be an ally to LGBTQ+
students and community.

Christiaan  VandenHeuvel
stands out as deeply involved
with and knowledgeable
about the district. He has
served as president of the Liv-
ermore High School PTSA,
has participated in the School
Site Councils for LHS and
East Avenue Middle School,
served on the post pandemic
reopening committee, and he
serves as a frequent substitute
teacher in the district. He is
married to resource teacher
Kristina VandenHeuvel and is
the father of a LHS student and
two LHS grads. There is no
other current candidate with
comparable direct experience
and knowledge. In addition,
Christiaan is compassionate
with students who struggle,
including English learners
different-learners, and those
who feel unincluded. He has
taken the School Board Integ-
rity Project Candidate Pledge
(schoolboardintegrityproject.
org), a strong indication of his
character. Moms Demand Ac-
tion has designated him a Gun
Sense Candidate. My friends
in the LGBTQ+ community
consider him an ally.

Tara and Christiaan are the
candidates we need right now
to fill the two seats available
in the upcoming school dis-
trict election. Please vote for
both of them.

Which Do You Want?
Veronica Long, Livermore

If you want the same ‘ol,
same ‘ol, for a city council,
do not vote for Jeff Kas-

key, because he will bring
a new energy and break up
the current “groupthink.” If
you want someone who pri-
oritizes relationships with
friends over representing
citizens, don’t vote for Jeff
Kaskey. Jeff Kaskey is there
to do the job of representing
citizens, while other can-
didates vote lockstep with
their friends because they are
nice and don’t make waves.
If you want someone who
has decades of experience in
running local businesses and
organizations, vote for Jeff
Kaskey. If you want some-
one who has demonstrated a
willingness to fight for dem-
ocratic processes and citi-
zen rights — Jeff Kaskey is
the only choice. We need to
move away from the group
of'local politicians who mock
and ridicule citizens, and
who after a public comments
session at a council meeting
said, “Does anybody even
think anymore?” If you like
demeaning and arrogant —
don’t vote for Jeff Kaskey.
But if you prefer an intelli-
gent and humble man who
is not afraid to say when the
emperor has no clothes, vote
for Jeff Kaskey.

It Is About You; Vote Jeff
Kaskey
Glenn Stewart, Livermore

Are you still deciding if
Jeff should be on the City
Council.

Read about him from his
website’s home page... “l am
City Council Candidate Jeff
Kaskey. With over 40 years
in Livermore, having served
on City Commissions and
non-profits boards, I humbly
ask for your support in my
effort to join the City Council
in District 3.

I am excited by the oppor-
tunity to keep our town vi-
brant and welcoming, while
addressing some of the issues
that need serious attention.

My commitments to our
city and making Livermore a
great place to live, play and
work are absolute.

I particularly commit to
being your voice on City
Council. T will listen to the
concerns, needs and opin-
ions of Livermore residents,
and work to understand and
include those voices in city
government.

Each person’s list of crit-
ical issues is different. I am
committed to supporting Liv-
ermore residents through the
range of ways in which the
city touches their lives, and
to improving the city by lis-
tening to our residents.

With your support I am
confident we can win this
seat on the Livermore City
Council. I am excited by the
opportunity that victory will
give us... to shape Livermore
for the future, honor its past,
and serve today’s needs.”

When is the last time
you heard of a city council
member who is committed
to listening to the concerns
and opinions of residents...
committed to being the peo-
ple’s voice on city council...
committed to preserving
open space... and committed
to having an efficient and re-
sponsible city government?

People supporting Jeff...
Cathie Brown, past mayor;
Dr Susan Cota, past presi-
dent of Las Positas College;
Ben Barrientos, current city
council member; David Furst,
past LARPD; Brenda Kusler,
executive director of Fertile

Groundworks community
garden; Bob Coomber, former
City Council member; Kelly
Cousins, Bankhead Theater
board member; Mark Eaton,
retired judge, now profession-
al mediator; Denise Leddon,
board member of various art
and cultural organizations;
Craig Bueno, school board
member; Mony Nop, busi-
ness owner and non-profit
organizations supporter; Jeff
Williams, former city council
member; Lee Younker, geo-
scientist; Don Milanese, VP
Emeritus at Las Positas Col-
lege; Sierra Club.

Vote Jeff... because it’s
about you.
Arkin the Right Person
for Job

Joan Nibert, Pleasanton

In these difficult times with
projected budget deficits and
water quality concerns, we
in Pleasanton are fortunate
to have Valerie Arkin on the
Pleasanton City Council.

I have known Valerie for 30
years. She is fair-minded and
makes the right decisions for
all residents, and has the expe-
rience to do so. In her 16 years
of elected public service, she
has always been at the fore-
front of thoughtful questions
and researching the best solu-
tions to hard budgetary deci-
sions. Valerie’s 12 years on
the Pleasanton Unified School
Board of Trustees included a
term during the recession.

Valerie goes above and be-
yond by always responding to
residents’ concerns with a will-
ingness to discuss the issues,
while balancing their diverse
interests and needs. Her strong
support of the arts, youth and
recreation programs contribut-
ed to our new extremely pop-
ular pickleball courts and the
addition of a cricket pitch at
the Sports Park.

Valerie was also a strong
proponent of the Alternate
Response Unit for our po-
lice department, a program
that pairs police officers with
mental health clinicians to
respond to calls related to a
mental health crisis.

Valerie is a person of high-
est moral character. She em-
bodies all of the Community
of Character traits, especially
integrity, honesty, compas-
sion, and respect. Her moral
compass is always pointed
in the right direction! Please
join me in re-electing Valerie
Arkin to the Pleasanton City
Council. She is absolutely the
best candidate for the job.

Building Affordable
Housing is a Complex
Process

Marc Ross, Livermore

I am a board member of
Interfaith Housing, a local
nonprofit consisting of rep-
resentatives from eight local
faith-based organizations who
administer the Tri-Valley’s
only affordable and supportive
housing program specifical-
ly designed for low-income
senior citizens. We run three
very well-maintained, very
highly rated by residents, se-
nior apartment communities
in Livermore: Arbor Vista;
Hillcrest Gardens; and Vine-
yard Village. I’'m one of two
board members from Con-
gregation Beth Emek, and
I’'m especially interested in
the process of financing our
new project, Pacific Avenue
Senior Housing. I am very
pleased that we have recently
received state and federal tax
credits to complete our con-
struction costs.

As T quickly learned, the
process of funding our proj-
ect, and affordable housing
projects generally, is com-
plex and involves many dif-
ferent funding streams. Any
hiccup or delay in starting
construction can mean the
loss of any of the existing
funding streams. Satellite
Affordable Housing Associ-
ates [SAHA], our contracted
partner for development and
program administration, was
able to maintain our other
funding, while we applied for
tax credits, the final piece.

The reality is that afford-
able housing takes a very
long time to develop, fund
and build. Take the infamous
case of our friends at Eden
Housing (another nonprofit
affordable housing develop-
er), who have been struggling
against people who refuse
to accept changes in their
communities. The nonsen-

sical opposition to a family
apartment project in down-
town Livermore has been
costly, time consuming, and
has unintended consequenc-
es, like slowing the City in
processing development of
other affordable projects like
ours. Fortunately, Interfaith
Housing did not suffer any
lawsuits or setbacks on our
project from shadowy oppo-
sition groups like Move Eden
Housing [MEH] or Save Liv-
ermore Downtown [SLD].

Jean King’s letter indirect-
ly criticizing our project in
the Sept. 26 edition of this
paper highlighted one thing
for me: she and MEH have
no idea of the complexities
of funding affordable housing
and really have no intention
of learning. Programs that
help lower-income people
purchase a house cannot be
the only solution. As others
have said, this housing crisis
needs a multipronged ap-
proach to create more homes
for more people, including
agricultural workers and our
unsheltered residents. We
must be focused on all types
of housing and consider all
viable projects that meet our
city’s needs.

That’s why we should sup-
port the practical, well-in-
formed housing policies of
three candidates running for
City Council: Kristie Wang,
Steven Dunbar and John
Marchand.

Why I Like Dublin,
California
Eloise Hamann, Dublin

I live in West Dublin,
which is convenient to two
nature parks: Martin Canyon
and Schaefer Ranch Park.
The views in both parks are
awesome and soul-soothing.
In addition, there are parks
ideal for picnics and play-
grounds, including a water
slide within a water park. I’'m
also near the park containing
an old cemetery and farm
buildings from a long-ago
era. At one corner of the park
stands a collection of statues
representing Dublin’s pio-
neers and Native Americans.

Where I live, there are five
grocery stores within five
minutes of my home. Stoner-
idge Mall is nearby in North
Pleasanton. Both Dublin and
Pleasanton have sizable med-
ical facilities. A new school
has recently been built. I'm
thus spoiled with convenient
health care, hiking, and easy
grocery shopping.

California needs 250,000
more homes, and it has
passed laws requiring each
city to provide a specific
number of new affordable
housing units based on its
current size and possibly
other factors. If a city fails to
adopt a state-required hous-
ing plan and ignores housing
mandates, it can face a series
of penalties, including losing
the power to control its own
zoning or being sent into a
court receivership and having
decisions made for the city.

There is insufficient ground
space for many one- to
two-story homes with two cats
in the yard, and Dublin has
complied primarily with con-
dos. The density of the condo
homes can be seen on West
Dublin Blvd. I find current
condo buildings attractive,
and when canvassing for a po-
litical cause, I was impressed
by the interiors between build-
ings, which provide a safe
place for children to play.

I am proud that Dublin’s
governance strives to comply
with California’s mandate,
while attending to the aesthet-
ics of the buildings and sur-
roundings. Someday, Dublin
Blvd will be a tunnel of trees.
The new Commons is consid-
ering a restaurant on the top
floor of an eight-story build-
ing, including two floors of
parking. Imagine dining sur-
rounded by views of the hills.

Dublin will be voting for a
mayor this election, and some
candidates do not appreciate
that not building is not an op-
tion. I’m choosing Jean Josey,
who has served Dublin since
her 2018 election to the coun-
cil. She is ready and willing
to make the tough decisions
we Dubliners face.

Oh, C’mon!
Linda Milanese, Livermore

A ridiculous hit piece
against Jeff Kaskey hit my
mailbox on Friday. It was

sent by Steven Dunbar sup-
porters.

It shows Jeff Kaskey super-
imposed on a background of
what looks like the rubble of
a bombed- out, war-torn Liv-
ermore. The other side shows
a picture of dead vineyards. I
guess we’re supposed to as-
sume both will happen if Jeff
is elected to City Council.
The flyer lists 9 “facts,” all of
which are complete lies. The
only thing missing is that Jeff
eats your pet dogs!

Deena Kaplanis for
Livermore’s School

Board
Cathryn Villasenor, Livermore

Vote this coming Nov. 5.
Deena works well with peo-
ple from all walks of life. She
deeply cares for the safety
of all children. Her ability to
accomplish much has been
proven time after time as she
has volunteered at Junction
school even when her child
no longer attended. It seems
that someone made an is-
sue of it without offering to
take her place on the PTA.
Despite the hateful way she
was treated, she still has the
enthusiasm to contribute to
the community. We will be
doing Livermore a favor to
vote for Deena Kaplanis to
the Livermore School Board
this Nov. 5.

Vote No on Measure PP,
Pleasanton Sales Tax
Increase

Steve Maher, Pleasanton

On Nov. 5, Election Day,
Pleasanton’s mayor and cur-
rent City Council want us to
approve a .05% tax increase,
generating $100 million in
tax revenue over the next ten
years.

I strongly oppose this mea-
sure for many reasons, but
two stand out.

Before putting this on the
ballot, a budget advisory
committee comprised of civ-
ic leaders, business leaders,
and the community should
have been formed to provide
feedback on where money
could be saved or additional
revenues generated to ad-
dress Pleasanton’s budget
shortfall.

The City Council wants
the revenue generated by this
measure to go into the gener-
al fund. This would allow the
spending of funds without
planned oversight by the com-
munity and civic leadership.

Please, vote NO on Mea-
sure PP.

Jeff Kaskey’s $25M Lie

David Jonas, Livermore

Jeff Kaskey, a candidate
for Livermore City Coun-
cil / District 3, has accused
the City of “losing track of
over $25 million” in afford-
able housing funds. He also
claims the City has tens of
millions of dollars “more
than we thought” since the
funds have been “found.”

Mr. Kaskey’s allegations
are false. In fact, the City did
not “lose track™’ of any funds,
and the routine accounting
transactions at the heart of
Mr. Kaskey’s allegations had
zero impact on the amount of
funds in city coffers.

The City simply reclassi-
fied some affordable hous-
ing loans, as its independent
auditor advised, and valued
the loans at $38.3M. Howev-
er, that value exists on paper
only. It is not “real” money
available for affordable hous-
ing, as Mr. Kaskey seems to
believe.

The actual amount of
available affordable housing
funds is $11.9M.

Here are the facts, culled
from the city’s website:

The City  subsidizes
low-income housing proj-
ects, such as Chestnut Square
and Vineyard 2.0. One way
the City helps build these
projects is providing low in-
terest loans, enabling devel-
opers to rent units at below
market rates that don’t fully
cover operating costs.

Repayment on these loans
typically occurs only after
the project has generated suf-
ficient funding to cover all
annual expenses and fund re-
serves. Repayment can take
50-100 years, if at all. These
types of loans cannot be sold
to investors and therefore
have no meaningful value in
real money terms.

(See MAILBOX, page 9)
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Steve Profumo, a graphic designer who has been turning his Livermore home into
a haunted house for Halloween since 2014, has two new rooms for the brave to
explore this year, “Reapers Alley” and “Inside the Walls.” Profumo’s Frightmare, 697
Sonoma Ave., will be open from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 25, Saturday, Oct. 26,
and Thursday, Oct. 31. Entry is free and recommended for kids 10 and older. (Photo
courtesy of Steve Profumo)
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The auditor the City used
prior to 2022 advised the
City to classify these loans
as “Unavailable Revenue”
valued at zero. In 2022, the
City engaged a new auditor
who advised reclassifying
the loans to “Assets,” adding
$38.3M to the City’s balance
sheet. It did not make more
funds available for low-in-
come housing, as Mr. Kaskey
falsely states.

Separately, the new audi-
tors determined that $4.5M
in affordable housing loans
previously recorded as ex-
penditures should have been
classified as assets. This re-
classification had zero im-
pact on city finances, nor
increased cash available for
affordable housing.

As a candidate for office,
Mr. Kaskey’s misstatement
of facts and false accusations
are alarming. This behavior
embodied in a councilmem-
ber is unthinkable.

Mr. Kaskey maligned
city staff and council clearly
without performing due dili-
gence. He could have asked
city staff for help in under-
standing the financials. In-
stead, he jumped directly to
faulty conclusions.

District 3 voters, for the
good of Livermore, please
vote for Steven Dunbar:
dunbarforlivermore.com.

Craig Eicher for
Pleasanton City Council
District 2

Richard Pugh, Pleasanton

To restore leadership and
good governance in Pleasan-
ton, we need new city coun-
cil members who can bring
a proven commitment to the
Pleasanton community and
who will act with confidence
and integrity.

That's why we need to
elect Craig Eicher who is
a dedicated public servant
committed to making pub-
lic safety and clean and safe
drinking water as critical pri-
orities.

Craig Eicher has a sol-
id track record of achieve-
ments, such as being the
President of the Community
of Character Collaborative.
Importantly, he is endorsed
by former Pleasanton City
Managers Nelson Fialho and
Deborah Acosta McKeehan.

With Craig Eicher, we can
expect committed leadership
to deliver meaningful fiscal
responsibility and account-
ability, and real effort to im-
prove the local economy with
more opportunities for all of
our residents. We can also
expect the deteriorating city
budget to be stabilized with
better imaginative thinking
than just adding yet one more
unhelpful sales tax hike.

Craig Eicher is the change
we really need now for the
best interests of the commu-
nity. Please vote for Craig
Eicher for Pleasanton City
Council District 2.

Tired of the Lies
Tamara Reus, Livermore

If you are tired, as I am,
of political advertising that
is full of lies, reject the spu-
rious claims of Livermore
Forward. Livermore Forward
is funded by developers who
want to elect Steve Dunbar
to the District 3 Council seat
to further their goal of devel-

oping the area east of Green-
ville Road outside the City’s
urban growth boundary.

Jeff Kaskey has emphat-
ically stated that he is op-
posed to changing the urban
growth boundary (UGB)
in Livermore. He has ex-
tensive public experience,
having served on the Liver-
more Historic Preservation
Commission for eight years,
the Downtown Steering
Committee which explored
options for Downtown Liver-
more, the Livermore Cultural
Arts Council and more. Liv-
ermore Forward’s baseless
advertising hopes you will
ignore the truth and vote for
Steve Dunbar, because they
believe Dunbar will support
their goals. Dunbar has not
stated he will protect the east
side UGB, even when asked
about his position at a recent
candidate forum. It’s easy to
understand why they would
like to see him elected.

Don’t fall for the lies and
deception. Jeff Kaskey has
the right experience, the
commitment, and the pas-
sion to make Livermore a
better place to live and work
while avoiding the devastat-
ing sprawl development that
characterizes cities like Dub-
lin. Let’s not become Dublin.
Vote for Jeft Kaskey.

Dublin City Hall Qut
Playing Games
Mike Grant, Dublin

I and three others (custom-
ers) were at Dublin City Hall
trying to get our business
conducted. As I drove in, |
noticed the city manager and
others on her team outside at
8:45 a.m. playing pickleball
on a private court right by the
city hall offices. I was won-
dering why on Oct. 2 at 8:45
a.m. they were not working?
Then it struck me that this is
the norm at Dublin City Hall
under this city management.
All games! Dublin, these
games go on every day at this
office and our tax dollars are
paying for this. The question
I have is whether any of these
staff members take PTO to-
day to be late for their job.

Remember, 1 said three
of us were going into City
Hall at this same time. One
of the guys went upstairs to
the city manager’s office for
a meeting. As I was leaving,
I ran into this person again
and asked him if he had his
meeting with the city manag-
er. His response was that she
is not in. I then told him she
is outside playing games. He
looked like a deer in head-
lights. His only response
was — you kidding me! I
said no, she's right outside
the door. He also told me
that he has called her sever-
al times about issues he was
having, and she never returns
the calls. About that time,
the "pickleball team" came
through the side door as I was
leaving, and I asked them if
this is what our tax dollars
pay for — games! Not one of
them said anything!

Dublin citizens, this is
why we need to hire outside
for the new replacements
rather than taking the same
old pass downs from the city
managers’ recommendations
when they leave. New blood
is needed in Dublin City
Hall, and under this council

we have now nothing will
change. I want the Dublin
citizens to think about how
we can get change in this city
hall. Maybe we should put a
proposition on the next ballet
and ask the citizens if they
would like an oversight com-
mittee to watch all actions of
the city council and city staff.
This way all items that peo-
ple bring up would be looked
at by the committee and ex-
posed, so we would know
what is going on each day
inside this government office.

Bright Future for
Livermore
Alan Marling, Livermore

From the windmills crown-
ing our hills, our tradition of
green energy can bolster our
other tradition of agriculture.
As temperatures warm, solar
panels installed over fields
can help keep plants cool. In
turn, the green growth lowers
local temperatures, increas-
ing the efficiency of photo-
voltaic cells. This partnership
is called agrovoltaics.

Green tourism can flour-
ish thanks to building artistic
solar statues, solar-shaded
walkways, and the Lab’s
renown as the world’s first
successful fusion ignition.
Visitors can stay at a new ho-
tel downtown, and they can
arrive on The Valley Link
or other trains, continuing
our proud heritage as a train
town. Increased use of public
transit will reduce congestion
on 580 and pollution.

Within the city, better
safety pathways combined
with more e-bikes and other
transit options ranging from
buses to golf carts will allevi-
ate parking woes downtown
and decrease car collisions.
Though we will need to build
more housing, creating walk-
able communities near hubs
of public and active transpor-
tation will allow Livermore
to grow in a responsible and
healthy way.

Achieving this bright future
will require the participation
of citizens, elected officials,
and volunteer commissioners,
all working together to im-
prove their community. If you
want my opinion who would
best serve as councilmembers
to help Livermore adapt to
the twenty-first century, they
are Kristie Wang and Steven
Dunbar.

Steven Dunbar for
Livermore City Council,
District 3

Stewart Gary, Livermore

Our City needs to contin-
ue to evolve and bring bal-
anced perspectives to the City
Council. Steven has proven
his ability to see all sides and
find common ground as a
Planning Commissioner since
2020. Before that, he served
on the City’s Asset Manage-
ment Advisory Committee.
Steven is a bright, inquisi-
tive person as an engineer
with a respected local firm.
He researches and thinks
before acting. He represents
the “middle” both in age and
career. He is no novice now
to governance and is a not a
holdover from the legacy past
political action groups that
wanted Livermore bent to
only their viewpoint.

The next generation of in-
dependent, caring, thought-

ful, and compassionate
leaders must emerge for
Livermore to thrive, while
respecting the past and look-
ing to future opportunities.
Steven has the open mind to
represent not just District 3,
but as part of a 5-member
City Council, he can repre-
sent ALL of Livermore.

Steven has earned my re-
spect and that of many oth-
ers. I suggest we vote for the
most experienced, balanced
candidate in District 3, where
I reside.

Find out more at dunbar-
forlivermore.com.

Unjust, and Untrue
Carol Wahrer, Livermore

I saw the hit piece sent by
Steven Dunbar's supporters
(Livermore Forward) this
past week. It was disgusting
and nothing but lies. Liver-
more can do better. Vote Jeff
Kaskey for Livermore City
Council, District 3

Why | Am Voting
Against the Sales Tax
Sheryl Cook-Kallio,
Pleasanton

Leadership matters. This
current shortfall was pre-
dictable. What steps did the
council take to plan for this?
In the last few years, we have
heard bickering over issues
that cater to a small number
of residents and arguing over
whether we can overturn state
law (didn’t we learn this les-
son?) which has caused this
council to take their eyes off
essential services. We have
seen our water rates explode,
in part by mismanagement
and the council, except Coun-
cilmember Balch, argue over
a raise stipend because, as the
mayor put it, she is “worth”
it. The proposal for a THIRD
skate park was tone deaf. The
optics are horrible. It a sur-
prise that we had this deficit.

During the recession and
the steps that were taken to
preserve jobs and services?
The senior staff led by ex-
ample and spread out the
cuts to make sure everyone
kept their jobs with minimal
cuts to essential services. The
city council was informed
with time to shift priorities;
nonessential projects were
delayed. When I left after the
recession, we had a 178M
dollar unrestricted reserve,
no capitol debt and prog-
ress on pension reform. We
can do better. The mantra
the council majority has put
forth that the residents are the
ones who will decide by vote
puts the responsibility on the
citizens. They work with this
budget daily. Yet, the council
majority refuse to take re-
sponsibility. I served on the
audit committee for eight
years. Pleasanton received
the highest accolades for
fiscal management. Now we
are 47th. I served when we
looked further than the end
of our collective noses.

The vote will convenient-
ly focus the blame on the
voters. If we say no, we are
then responsible for the loss
of jobs. If we say yes, we
have taxed ourselves because
of mismanagement. The city
council has not done their
job in a transparent way. It’s
a disservice to you all who
work on our behalf daily and
for those who put their lives
on the line for all of us. City
staff, especially the rank and
file, are worth every pen-
ny they earn. This pains me
BUT the only way to change
course is to call out those
who are responsible.

Leadership matters! Short
term political decisions are
what got us into this mess.
Pleasanton deserves better.

Playing Dirty Politics
Ron and Charlene Stark,
Livermore

Yesterday we received a
disgusting flying saying hor-
rible things about our dear
friend Jeff Kaskey, who is
running for city council. The
flyer was purchased and sent
out by Livermore Forward
FPPC#1391507 with a San
Jose address of 333EW Car-
los St., Suite 600, San Jose,
CA. I noticed that this same
group was aggressive and
disparaging in previous elec-
tions about other candidates.
The Independent should
write an article about these
despicable people. Jeff Kas-
key is a great person who,
since we have known him

for the past ten years, cares
deeply about our community.
Maybe the group filled with
hate should be charged with
some crime, as this is no way
to attack someone who is a
fine citizen and worthy of be-
ing elected. Thank you.

Addressing Concerns
Regarding Dr. Deena
Kaplanis

Betty Ellis, Livermore

This is to address concerns
I’ve read about here con-
cerning Dr. Deena Kaplanis,
who is running for Livermore
school board.

1. Her children do not attend
a Livermore school. There are
other candidates running for
the Livermore school board
who also have no children in
the system. Kaplanis is want-
ing the best, and a safe educa-
tion for all children.

2. Kaplanis is a Christian.
Again, she is not the only Chris-
tian running; one is a pastor.

3. Kaplanis won’t follow
the status quo. Actually, this
is her strength, to question
and think independently. She
questions the wisdom of bio-
logical males using the girls'
bathrooms and having sexu-
ally explicit material in the
school library.

Let’s bring common sense
to the school board by voting
for Kaplanis.

JJ? Ixnay!
Paul Stone, Dublin

Measure JJ in Dublin is
a naked power grab by the
Dublin City Council. Actual-
ly, it's not so naked, as they
have carefully crafted the
measure to hide its real pur-
pose.

Sherry Hu and Jean Josey
and others incessantly tout
their "experience" as justi-
fication for extending city
council terms. Where has this
so-called "experience" gotten
Dublin?

It's gotten us acres and
acres of cookie-cutter condo-
miniums, terrible traffic, and
a disastrous downtown proj-
ect called Dublin Commons
in the offing.

Please, Dubliners, don't
be deceived by city officials
seeking to extend their terms.
Vote NO on Measure JJ.

Time to Fight Off Special
Interest, Again!
John Lawrence, Livermore

Looks like our local
name-changing special in-
terest group is at it again.
Currently calling themselves
“Citizens for a Council that
Listens”, they are promoting
their chosen candidates as
tools to help them take con-
trol of Livermore’s planning
and development efforts.

This special interest group
has already forced the city to
spend millions of taxpayer
dollars on responding to their
challenges, lawsuits, petitions
and ballot measures, as well
as expensive delays in plan-
ning and construction result-
ing from their efforts. One of
their recurring battle cries is
that “Council is not listening
to The People”. Well .... City
Council is absolutely listening
to “The People”, doing what
the vast majority of Livermore
supports, and doing what is
best for Livermore. ~What
Council isn’t doing, is surren-
dering control of the city to
the demands of a well-funded
group of elitists. This group’s
ads and letters of support
speak about the urgent need
to invest in parks and open
space, as if the City of Liver-
more and the Livermore Area
Recreation and Parks District
haven’t been successfully do-
ing that for years.

Please help reject special
interest pressure in Livermore
and do not vote for candidates
supported by special interest,
specifically council candidates
Kaskey and Soules. You can
easily identify these candi-
dates by the colorful half-page
ads in the local newspaper, a
publication that is owned by
one of this name changing
special interest group’s lead-
ers. For council members
who will listen to the people
and who will not represent
special interest, please vote for
Wang and Dunbar.

Deena, Fire Your
Campaign Manager
Gail Sayers, Livermore

Deena, you should fire
your campaign manager.
Your text to voters during

the week of Oct. 5, 2024,
said, “I'm Dr. Deena Kapla-
nis and I'm running for Liv-
ermore School Board. Your
vote for me will keep the
children of Livermore under
the protection of their parents
and not schools bureaucrats,
let's keep the betterment of
all students and families our
priority!”

What kind of campaign
runs on the premise of insult-
ing the dedicated, caring, and
serious administrators, super-
intendents, trustees, teachers,
clerks, and other school of-
ficials of our school district
who have worked tirelessly
for Livermore’s students,
educating them and keeping
them safe all these years?
What campaign wants to
tear down and denigrate our
democratic system of public
education . . . wait...oh...
you're MAGA!

Well, that’s actually good
information for voters to have.

Never mind about fir-
ing your manager. But you
should clue her in on the
proper use of periods, capi-
tal letters, and apostrophes.
Also, just curious about why
you want the “betterment of
families?”

The Truth About
Censorship May Shock You
Thomas Gray, Livermore

Not that I ever advocated
for censorship in any of my
musings to The Indepen-
dent (people, work on your
reading comprehension), but
apparently a lot of individ-
uals need to understand that
a newspaper choosing NOT
to publish a letter is not cen-
sorship. Are there people
who think newspapers are re-
quired to publish every letter
received? Do those same peo-
ple think their letters are to be
published without exception?

In fact, the smartest de-
cision a newspaper might
make is choosing NOT to
publish letters containing
lies. Fox News and a few
guests that appeared on the
network are paying a hefty
price for broadcasting false
statements. News organiza-
tions would be wise to ex-
ercise caution in publishing
letters containing lies. The
Independent’s  boiler-plate
caveat, “Opinions voiced in
letters published in Mailbox
are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the
opinion of The Independent”
might do little to protect
them (as a similar statement
used by Fox News did little
to protect them). Internal
Fox News communications
revealed that officials were
aware the network was re-
porting false statements but
continued doing so to retain
viewers. Does The Indepen-
dent publish letters contain-
ing lies also in an attempt to
retain viewers?

Donn Day alleges I com-
mitted “several” lies in my
letter, but only points to one?
That’s describing their asser-
tion charitably, because ap-
parently the “lie” I commit-
ted was blaming Republicans
for the border crisis. Repub-
lican Mitch McConnell has
stated that any border bill that
cuts funding for Ukraine (e.g.
Dave Ott’s pet bill, HR2) is
a nonstarter in the Senate.
Apparently, pointing out that
fact means I am blaming Re-
publicans and therefore a liar.

While 1T would hate for
Donn Day’s head to explode,
Donald Trump did say that
there “...were very fine peo-
ple on both sides.” Who were
the two sides? One side was
cheering the demolition of
a Robert E. Lee statue. The
other side was protesting the
demolition of the statue and
trying to prevent its destruc-
tion. Who would protest the
destruction of a statue of an
American who fought against
his own nation and opposed
racial equality for African
Americans? One might call
those people neo-Nazis and
white supremacists. There
are no “very fine people” on
the side of hate.

Elect Jean Josey
Catheryn Grier, Dublin

Dublin needs to elect Jean
Josey as Mayor to guide our
community into its exciting
future. As a planning com-
missioner, I know that when
we make recommendations
about the projects that will

(See MAILBOX, page 10)



10 The Independent ¢ OCTOBER 17, 2024

www.independentnews.com

o2 il

Livermore Valley Opera (LVO) Artistic Director Erie Mills
has received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the
National Opera Association (NOA) for her illustrious career
as a soprano performing with major opera houses around
the world. Mills was appointed LVO artistic director in
2016 after serving as a member of the opera’s advisory
board for several years. (Photo courtesy of Erie Mills)
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define our community for
decades to come, Jean will
ensure that the City Council
asks the right questions, con-
siders the important issues,
and makes decisions that
benefit all of Dublin. Jean is a
leader. She served as the Vice
Mayor in 2022, and the list
of the many committees and
commissions on which she
represents Dublin is long and
critically important: trans-
portation, education, librar-
ies, water, public safety and
crime prevention. She comes
to all of this work with deep
knowledge and commitment.
She does her homework. And
she makes good things hap-
pen for Dublin. We could not
ask for a better representa-
tive of leadership for Dublin.
Elect Jean.

Servicepeople from
WWII are Appalled
Mick Hanou, Pleasanton

Voters, please be educat-
ed about what is at stake! A
few weeks ago, Trish Adams
speculated that if men and
woman of WWII were still
alive, they would “be ap-
palled” that Trump refused to
pass on the peaceful transfer
of power. I can confirm that
viewpoint. Last week, I was
at an 8th Air Force Reunion
and four WWII veterans at-
tended — average age about
100 but very cogent. Their
view can be summed up
as follows: “80 years ago |
risked my life, and many of
my friends died, to rid Eu-
rope of a brain-addled, nar-
cissistic, dictator.” They’re
not voting for him, nor are
their families.

I could never understand
how Germany was taken
over in the 1930s; now I do.
If you don’t like the Hitler
reference, look at what has
happened in modern times
to Hungary under Victor Or-
ban, or Venezuela. Dictators/
autocrats follow a plan that
consists of taking over the
legislature, the courts, and
the media. They eventually
suppress any protest to what
is happening. Look at what
has happened to our Repub-
lican party for a clue on how
this is working here.

Please learn about Proj-
ect 2025, and don’t believe
Trump’s lies about not know-
ing anything about it. It is a
dangerous scenario, threat-
ening our democracy by re-
moving checks and balances
in our government, central-
izing power, and planning to
impose narrow views on all
Americans. It would under-
mine the rule of law, separa-
tion of powers, separation of
church and state, and civil lib-
erties. It would enable a Pres-
ident to become a dictator.

To be clear, I am not a
fan of many of the policies
being proposed by the Dem-
ocrats. If there was a candi-
date like McCain, HW Bush,
or Reagan, I’d vote for them
(again). However, the threat
to our nation is too great!
Vote for Harris.

I always thank those
WWII Veterans for freeing
my parents from Nazi-occu-
pied Europe.

Vote No on PP

Arne Olson, Pleasanton

As a member of the Pleas-
anton City Council nine years
ago, I was part of a 5 to 0
vote to establish an IRS Sec-

tion 115 pension trust fund to
address the City’s rising pen-
sion liability, which, based
on actuarial projections at the
time, would likely peak in 8
to 10 years. Karla Brown was
also part of the unanimous
vote. Fast forward to today
and voters are being told by
City staff and the Council
majority there’s a financial
crisis and a need to increase
the sales tax. An increase
currently is premature for the
following reasons:

1. The 115 fund currently
valued at $51MM can pro-
vide $3-5MM annually to
help cover pension expenses.

2. Additionally, the re-
tiree medical trust fund
with $56MM can provide
$1.5MM annually to meet
these expenses.

3. Contract out business
license services to reduce ex-
penses and increase revenue,
netting about $800M annually.

4. Gain full cost recovery
from recreation programs
and use of facilities, contrib-
uting about $1MM annually.

5. Charge a credit card con-
venience fee to recover an es-
timated $500M annually.

City staff’s 10-year pro-
jection used to justify the
sales tax increase is too con-
servative. Tax increases on
existing property are below
historical rates and new de-
velopment is not assumed.
The non-majority council
member, Jack Balch, has ar-
gued for a new 10-year pro-
jection using current actuar-
ial projections and the trust
funds and structural changes
mentioned above. Hopefully,
the city issues their June 20,
20224 fiscal year-end state-
ments before the election.

Vote for Jen Flynn
Mojy Shariaty, Pleasanton

I am writing to express my
heartfelt support for Jen Flynn
for PUSD School Board, Area
4. Having worked and volun-
teered with her in our local
schools for over ten years, |
have witnessed her dedica-
tion to our students firsthand.
Her support and commitment
to our teachers, schools and
community are above and be-
yond. By also serving on the
board of directors for PPIE,
where she continues to cham-
pion education and commu-
nity involvement, enables her
to understand the needs of
our schools. As a mother of
three children in Pleasanton
schools, she brings invalu-
able perspective. Her broad
support from the community
underscores her commitment
to making our schools the best
they can be. I invite you to vis-
it Jen’s website: www.votejen-
flynn.com.

A Year into Israel's
Continuous Genocide
and Wars

Greg Scott, Livermore

The first fourteen pages of
names of the dead Palestin-
ians from Israel's genocide in
Gaza since October 7, 2023
are babies, one-year-old and
less. There are those who
think, in their inhumanity,
this is the result of some sort
of "justice" and a rationale
for "defense."

America has entered an era
of darkness with its support
of this insanity and the impu-
nity for it. In all probability,
a pro-genocide, major-par-
ty candidate is going to be

elected through the Electoral
College in the trope of "the
lesser of two evils." There
isn't much greater evil than
genocide. We can never say
"Never again," for tragical-
ly, for the most part, we do
not mean it. We apply "never
again" to Whites; however,
we are not to apply it in the
racist depiction of swarthy
Arabs of Muslim religion and
other non-Caucasians (e.g.,
Sudanese, Rwandans)?

"There is a crack, a crack
in everything / That's how the
light gets in" (Leonard Co-
hen, "Anthem"). Tenacious
human will for good tends to
prevail against incredibly im-
mense odds. "The arc of the
moral universe is long, but it
bends toward justice." (Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.)

In the Muslim religion,
"Al-Rahman" is a descrip-
tive noun, meaning a state of
excess mercifulness, which
there cannot possibly be
enough of. "Al-Rahim" is a
noun signifying a doer of the
act of giving mercy or giving
mercy to others. The unifying
thread of both is love. Where
are we currently with these
sentiments in America?

Apartheid, settler-colo-
nial Israel is destroying itself
through genocide and war -
and it is taking the American
Empire with it. Metaphorical-
ly, it is late in the afternoon,
with the daylight of the sea-
son lessening, and a"chick-
ens" of human grief and re-
sentment are going to come
home to roost, as is always
the case in response to such
enormously horrific events.

We are to reward geno-
cide by electing a pro-geno-
cide presidential candidate?
The world is watching, and
acting, to counter this, as
all-powerful America march-
es to drown itself in its own
enfeebling debt.

All this is occurring as the
endowment of the man who
invented dynamite, Alfred
Nobel, honors two Amer-
icans for their vast insight
and discovery into gene reg-
ulation by microRNA (Ribo-
nucleic Acid). We open the
doors of understanding to the
miraculousness — and per-
haps the necessity — of life,
and yet, at the same time, we
are on the path of life's de-
struction.

Downtown Debate
Delusions
Alan Burnham, Livermore

At the recent Livermore
candidates’ forum, Jeff Kas-
key and Tom Soules reiterat-
ed their unrealistic desire to
move Eden Housing to north
of Railroad Ave. Kaskey also
erroneously stated that there
are abandoned buildings in
that area. Both ignore the
facts that (1) Eden already
has title to the current down-
town site per the Alameda
County parcel viewer, (2)
Eden has an approved design
(entitlement) for the build-
ings that withstood a law-
suit by allies of Kaskey and
Soules, (3) the owners of the
proposed land north of Rail-
road Ave. have not agreed to
the proposed move and may
not without eminent domain
legal actions, (4) the financial
costs of the move will likely
exceed $25 million, much
of which will have to come
from the City’s general fund,
(5) adopting such a proposal
without a legally and finan-
cially viable plan will like-
ly generate lawsuits from
various affordable housing
entities, and (6) there is no
uncommitted $25 million bo-
nanza from phantom afford-
able housing funds.

I’'ve spent considerable
time exploring whether
there could be a way of
improving the approved
downtown plan, and I see no
legally or financially viable
pathway to accomplish a sig-
nificant change without the
agreement of Eden Housing
at a minimum, and they are
on record of opposing any
changes. If you want council
members who are willing to
delay downtown affordable
housing at great financial and
legal risk to the City, they are
your candidates. But if you
want to move on and change
the undecided future for the
better, you must choose other
candidates. My choices are
Steven Dunbar and Kristie
Wang, who made their ra-
tional positions clear at the
forum.

Maggie Tufts for
Livermore School Board

Randy and Marianne Sekany,
Livermore

We are writing to express
our enthusiastic endorsement
of Maggie Tufts for the Liv-
ermore School Board. Hav-
ing known Maggie for nearly
a decade, we have witnessed
firsthand her dedication to
education, her unwavering
commitment to our commu-
nity, and her ability to bring
people together to work to-
wards a common goal.

Maggie has a deep under-
standing of the challenges
and opportunities facing our
schools today. She is passion-
ate about ensuring that every
child in Livermore has access
to a high-quality education,
regardless of their back-
ground or circumstances. She
is also committed to working
with teachers and adminis-
trators to create a supportive
and nurturing learning envi-
ronment for all students.

In addition to her experi-
ence and qualifications, Mag-
gie possesses several person-
al qualities that make her an
ideal candidate for the school
board. She is a strong lis-
tener, willing to consider all
sides of an issue before mak-
ing a decision. She is also a
skilled bilingual and bi-cul-
tural communicator, able to
clearly and effectively artic-
ulate her ideas and vision for
the future of our schools.

We are confident that
Maggie will bring a wealth
of knowledge, experience,
and enthusiasm to the school
board. She is a proven leader
and a dedicated advocate for
our children. We urge you
to vote for Maggie Tufts for
LVIUSD School Board.

Peace
Yosra Abdelaziz, Dublin

I’ve been thinking about
this word a lot lately.

The truth is, if you live
in Gaza, peace is something
you’ve probably never expe-
rienced in your life.

If you are a 16-year-old
living in Gaza, then you have
lived through six different
Israeli aggressions over your
lifetime.

The scenes we’ve all wit-
nessed this past year have
been so difficult to bear for
just this past year. That any-
one would have gone through
this six different times is al-
most unthinkable.

I wanted to take a moment
to remember Reem Nabhan.

Many of us have seen the
video of Reem in her grand-
father’s arms. Her grandfa-
ther, Khaled, held her lifeless
body, stroking her hair and
said “she was the soul of my
soul.”

Reem and her brother
Tariq were murdered by an
Israeli air strike in late No-
vember. 11 months ago.

The truth is there are thou-
sands of Reems and Tarigs
whose stories we will never
know. Gaza has been called a
graveyard for children and a
living hell for everyone else.

As we approach a year of
genocide in Gaza, we want to
renew our intentions to con-
tinue fighting for a free Pales-
tine. We want to reach out to
our Palestinian brothers and
sisters and tell them they are
not forgotten.

We also want to reach out
to our community. One of the
most amazing things that has
happened this past year has
been the opportunity to meet
people we may have never
interacted with otherwise —
and yet we all come togeth-
er, from all walks of life, to
say that this injustice needs
to end.

And that’s why over 80
residents of the Tri-Valley
came together on Saturday,
Oct. 5 in Dublin for a vigil.

We will never forget and
we will never stop fighting
for a free Palestine.

Vote for Craig Eicher
Lisa Gavellini, Pleasanton

I am writing to express
my strong support for Craig
Eicher as a candidate for city
council. In these challenging
times, our community needs
a leader with a proven abil-
ity to manage fiscal issues
effectively, and Craig is that
leader.

Craig Eicher has demon-
strated a remarkable skill for
digging deep into financial
challenges, finding innova-

tive solutions that benefit
both our city and its resi-
dents. His analytical mindset,
combined with a hands-on
approach, allows him to un-
derstand the intricacies of
our budgetary needs and to
develop strategies that ensure
responsible spending while
enhancing community re-
sources.

Moreover, Craig embodies
the spirit of respect and under-
standing in all his interactions.
He treats everyone with digni-
ty, no matter their differences
of opinion, which is crucial
in fostering a collaborative
environment. His willingness
to compromise when neces-
sary shows his dedication to
finding common ground and
working towards the greater
good for all citizens.

With years of dedicated
service to our community,
Craig has built a strong track
record of involvement and
leadership. His commitment
to public service has shown
that he truly cares about the
concerns and aspirations of
the residents he seeks to rep-
resent.

I believe that Craig Eicher
would make an excellent city
council member. His unique
combination of fiscal respon-
sibility, respect for diverse
opinions, and community
dedication is exactly what
our city needs as we navigate
the future ahead.

Let’s support a candidate
who is prepared to bring
thoughtful solutions and re-
spectful dialogue to the city
council. Vote for Craig Eicher!

No on Prop 5!
Theodore Schaefer,
Livermore

Prop 5 makes it much eas-
ier to raise real estate taxes
on single family/detached
housing citizens. It reduces
from the current 67% to just
55% the votes necessary to
pass billions in new taxes in
the future, for projects such
as affordable housing, which
has failed to pass repeated-
ly in the past. For example,
so-called affordable hous-
ing would be voted upon by
renters as well as other vot-
ers, but the $500 per year tax
increase would only apply
to detached homeowners,
since renters all live by the
thousands on a single parcel
owned by the landlord who
could care less if his already
very low Prop 13 taxes go up
by a measly $500/year. Be-
ware of any parcel taxes and
measures like Prop 5 which
weakens their approval. One
man, one vote! Not one man
with exempt consequences
for thousands.

Teachers Support Boyce
and VandenHeuvel for
School Board

Lisa Wilson, Livermore

Livermore teachers did
their homework and endorse
Tara Boyce and Christiaan
VandenHeuvel for School
Board!

Tara's background in fi-
nance and managing large
budgets will help our district
make sound choices while
supporting our Livermore
students. She has two ele-
mentary school students who
are just beginning their edu-
cational journey. Her children
have experienced the success
of early literacy instruction.
Keeping budget cuts away
from the classroom is a pri-
ority she shares with teachers.

Christiaan is a former
Parent-Teacher-Student-As-
sociation President at Liver-
more High School. He has
one child at Livermore High
and two children who have
graduated from Livermore
Schools. He has even worked
alongside Livermore teach-
ers as a substitute teacher. He
supports students and teach-
ers in countless ways in our
classrooms.

Join the Livermore Ed-
ucation  Association and
current LVJUSD Trustees
Craig Bueno, Steven Drouin
and Kristie Wang to support
Boyce and VandenHeuvel
for School Board. Boyce
and VandenHeuvel make the
grade!

Harris’ Policies Will
Ruin America and End
Democracy
David Ott, Pleasanton

Harris” spending, taxing
and excessive regulation
policies will continue where

Biden left off and will kill
any chance for America to
be a prosperous nation once
again. Harris’ unsecure bor-
der policy will continue to al-
low millions of illegal aliens
into America, which is the
number one security threat
for our nation. Along with
the illegal aliens, fentanyl
and human traffickers, mur-
ders and terrorists are enter-
ing the country unvetted due
to the Harris policies. This
must stop.

The failures by the Biden /
Harris administration are the
biggest threat to our democ-
racy. Their rhetoric causes di-
vision in America and results
in violence in our society.
Harris says that Trump is Hit-
ler, when in reality the Biden
/ Harris administration has
been acting like Hitler with
their one-party dominating
view and the control of the
media. Biden / Harris have
attacked the first amendment
by attempting to censor free
speech when the facts and
truth get in the way of their
lies. Harris wants to pack the
Supreme Court in an effort to
tear down the sacred Consti-
tution. They say Trump is a
threat to democracy when
they have weaponized the
DOJ against political oppo-
nents and parents, will not
enforce voter ID to ensure
fair and secure elections
,and their foreign policy in
Ukraine and the Middle East
is a failure and a threat to de-
mocracy in the free world.
Harris is the threat to our de-
mocracy, not Trump.

Harris has flip-flopped on
all of her major policies just
to get votes. She says Amer-
ica needs change, yet she is
in office now; why hasn’t
she brought forth any of
these changes in the past four
years?

Finally, recently Bill Ack-
man, a lifelong democrat and
a former major donor to the
democrat party, shared his
33 reasons why he cannot
support Harris and instead
is supporting Donald Trump
for president. Google “Bill
Ackman 33 reasons” to learn
why. This should be a wake-
up call for all voters.

The American people need
an experienced leader who
will end inflation, lower tax-
es, reduce spending, stim-
ulate the economy, secure
the border and end the wars
in Ukraine and the Middle
East and will make America
safe, prosperous and great
again. Trump did all of this
once before and will again.
Your vote is precious — use
it wisely and vote for Donald
Trump for President.

Vote Tara Boyce

& Christiaan
VandenHeuvel for
LVJUSD School Board

Katherine Kozioziemski,
Livermore

As a parent of three chil-
dren in the Livermore school
district, I strongly urge our
community to elect Tara
Boyce and Christiaan Van-
denHeuvel to the school
board. Our district needs
leaders who are deeply in-
vested in the future of public
education, and both Tara and
Christiaan have demonstrat-
ed their commitment to en-
suring our schools thrive.

Tara Boyce’s background
in finance and budgeting
will be a significant asset to
the board, especially as our
schools face ongoing finan-
cial pressures. Her expertise
will help ensure that district
resources are allocated effi-
ciently and effectively, keep-
ing the focus on students and
teachers. Christiaan Van-
denHeuvel, known for his
pragmatic, no-nonsense, and
empathetic approach to prob-
lem-solving, brings leader-
ship grounded in common
sense and a deep understand-
ing of community needs. To-
gether, they offer a balanced
and thoughtful approach to
the challenges our schools
face.

On the other hand, it’s con-
cerning that Deena Kaplanis,
despite no longer having
children in public school,
continued to serve on the Par-
ent Club Information Council
(PCIC). This committee is
meant for parents with ac-
tive students in the district,
and her prolonged involve-
ment raises questions about

(See MAILBOX, page 11)
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The Zone 7 Water Agency in Alameda County has received a 25-Year Directors Award
from the Partnership for Safe Water for its operation of the Del Valle Water Treatment
Plant. Staff presented the award to the Zone 7 Board of Directors at the September
18 board meeting. (Photo courtesy of Zone 7 Water Agency)
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integrity, representation and
accountability. While every
parent’s voice matters, it’s
important that those serving
in advisory capacities reflect
the current realities of our
schools and families.

Livermore deserves board
members who are fully in-
vested in the present and
future of our public schools.
Tara Boyce and Christiaan
VandenHeuvel represent the
best choice for ensuring our
schools remain strong and re-
sponsive to the needs of our
students and families. Let’s
make a decision that benefits
the entire community.

Support for Deena
Kaplanis

Maria and Rodney Isorda,
Livermore

I am writing to express my
enthusiastic support for Dee-
na Kaplanis as a candidate
for the Livermore School
Board position. [ have known
Deena for over seven years
and have been consistently
impressed by her dedication,
intelligence, and compassion.

Deena is a remarkable wife
and mother of two boys, plus
an individual who possess-
es a unique combination of
qualities that would make her
an exceptional asset to our
school district. She is a nat-
ural leader, a skilled commu-
nicator, and a tireless advo-
cate for our community. Her
ability to connect with people
from all walks of life and her
unwavering commitment to
making a positive difference
have always been inspiring.

As a friend, Deena has
consistently ~ demonstrated
her loyalty, kindness, and
generosity. She is always
willing to lend a helping
hand and is a source of con-
stant support and encourage-
ment. Her positive energy
and infectious enthusiasm
are contagious, and she has
a remarkable ability to bring
people together.

I am confident that Dee-
na Kaplan would be an out-
standing representative for
our school district. Her ded-
ication, experience, and pas-
sion for education make her
the ideal candidate to lead
our community toward a
brighter future.

Harris and Flynn for
PUSD Board

Mark Miller, Pleasanton

As atwo-term PUSD board
member and two-time PUSD
board president, I learned a
great deal about what makes
an effective board member
and what is required to build
a high functioning governing
team. Donalyn Harris and
Jenifer Flynn will be out-
standing board members and
will be essential parts of a
team that will work collabo-
ratively with district person-
nel, parents, students, and
their fellow board members
to keep our district on the
right path.

Of the many qualifica-
tions both Donalyn and Jen
possess, the one I appreci-
ate most in both of them is
their dedication to the district
through extensive volunteer
activities, including PTA
leadership positions. I also
appreciate their direct knowl-
edge of our schools, especial-
ly as witnessed through their
children’s experiences. They
are both cognizant of the
many challenges facing our
district, especially financial,
and I’'m confident they will
support pragmatic solutions.

Pleasanton voters should
take note that both Donalyn
and Jen are endorsed by most
past, and sitting, PUSD board
members, in stark contrast to
their opponents. Especially
glaring is the omission of
Kelly Mokashi from those
endorsements, a sitting board
member who has repeat-
edly alienated district staff
and board members through
words and actions, including
campaigning against our re-
cent Bond Measure 1.

The choice on these two
board positions is clear —
Donalyn Harris and Jenifer
Flynn.

While You Weren't
Looking
Richard Combs, Livermore

Not sure how I noticed
this, but I was surprised to
find that my 10-cent bottle re-
fund fee is taxable. So the re-
fund fee is 0.10 +.1025 x .10
= $0.11025. COSTCO plac-
es an A after taxable items,
Trader Joes puts a T before
the item. When I pointed this
out to Trader Joes, they didn’t
believe it until they saw it. If
I take the bottle to a refund
center, if I can find one, do
I get $0.11025 back? Un-
likely. Since most of us just
toss the bottles in the recycle
bin, who gets the refund fee?
Does it really encourage us
to recycle our bottles? Most
likely we just will continue
to toss them in the blue bin,
refund fee + tax or not. Sure-
ly the refund fee is just a tax
to pay for whatever recycling
operations are out there. I
hope. But putting a tax on a
semi-bogus fee is a bit much
to stomach. Any elected rep-
resentatives listening?

Vice-Principal Endorses
Jen Flynn
Beth Louderback, Pleasanton

Do you want someone on
our school board with a ma-
ture, balanced, and local per-
spective with true insight into
the ins and outs of PUSD?
Then vote for Jen Flynn for
School Board Area 4.

During my time as a
teacher and vice principal in
Pleasanton schools, 1 have
had the privilege of know-
ing Jen as an involved parent
of three students, an admin
secretary, and a friend. Jen
is a strong advocate for our
students. She has incredible
compassion, integrity and
an all-encompassing lens.
As a parent involved with
PTA and PPIE, she thinks
about what would benefit a
wide range of students, not
just what would be best for
her own children. When pre-
sented with a challenge, Jen
doesn’t stop until it’s figured
out. I saw her compassion,
integrity, and tenacity first-
hand when she was our ad-
ministrative secretary. Her
interactions with students,
families and staff members
left everyone knowing that
they were seen and heard.
She often made suggestions
to the administrative team
based on those interactions
that were then implemented.
One holiday, I gave Jen a sign
that said, “Everything is fig-
ureoutable.” This is Jen in a
nutshell. No challenge is too
big. She approaches difficult
topics with a level-headed-
ness and clarity that is truly
inspiring.

I have never felt more cer-
tain in endorsing a candidate.
PUSD is in need of a lot of
healing. Jen will help to
mend broken relationships,

as she is someone who we
can wholeheartedly trust.
Visit Jen’s website at vote-
jenflynn.com for more infor-
mation!

Former United States
Tom Murphy, Pleasanton

We no longer have the
right to identify our country
as the United States of Amer-
ica. This is due to the fact
that we are currently a sharp-
ly divided country and there
is not a foreseeable chance
to realize unity. Perhaps we
should call our country the
North American States vs.
the United States, a more ac-
curate description.

If we, the people, do not
reset our priorities to include
an expectation that our elect-
ed representatives will place
a priority in their platform to
deliver nonpartisan solutions
toward delivery of objectives
that benefit the majority of
their constituents both Dem-
ocrat and Republican vs.
just their party, we have no
chance of unity. Negotiating
and meeting in the middle
for the good of the people
no longer exists in the House
and the Senate. If your rep-
resentatives will not work
for the common good, do not
reelect them. Fire them and
vote for someone new who
might honor their pledge to
work across the aisle.

Voters must also demand
objective media reporting
on candidates running for
office. Currently, the media
is responsible for fueling the
strong division in our coun-
try. Their failure to verify
sources, report facts objec-
tively, their partisan opin-
ions, and vilification of the
party they oppose poisons the
minds of voters. They do not
allow people to objectively
determine who to vote for and
who will deliver the results
that will benefit the majori-
ty of Americans. Nonbiased
journalists such as Walter
Cronkite, "the most trust-
ed man in America", David
Brinkley, Douglas Edwards,
David Reasoner, and John
Chancellor no longer exist.

In the meantime, con-
sider options for what our
flag might look like under
the banner, North American
States, not the United States.
However, while doing so,
remember the thousands of
brave American men and
women who have died de-
fending what the United
States of America represents.
Sadly, it no longer exists.

Tara Boyce for LVJUSD
Board Trustee
B.J. Reynolds-Koonce

I am the parent of a child
attending a Livermore school
and I wholeheartedly endorse
Tara Boyce for Livermore
Valley Joint Unified School
District Board Trustee. As a
parent of young children in
the district, Tara has a per-
sonal stake in the quality of
education our schools pro-
vide. Her strong business
acumen equips her to tackle
the difficulties ahead, espe-
cially as we face upcoming
budget challenges.

With a successful back-
ground in business, Tara un-
derstands the importance of
effective management and
fiscal responsibility — skills
that are crucial for navigat-
ing these tough times. She is
committed to finding innova-
tive solutions that prioritize
our students while making the
most of our limited resources.

Tara’s passion for educa-
tion and her dedication to our
community shine through in
her advocacy for student suc-
cess and an inclusive, inno-
vative learning environment.
She will actively seek input
from parents, teachers, and
students, ensuring that every
voice is heard.

Her vision for enhancing
educational opportunities and
focus on equity will help en-
sure that every child in Liv-
ermore receives the support
they need to thrive, even in
challenging circumstances.

To learn more about her
campaign and goals for our
schools, please check out her
website: www.taraboyce.com.

Let’s support a candidate
who genuinely cares about our
children’s futures. Vote for Tara
Boyce for LVJUSD Board
Trustee on November 5Sth!

Tufts and Boyce for
School Board
Sherry McGowan, Livermore

I love election season. Vot-
ing is one of my greatest joys.
It’s a chance for me to show
I’'ve done my research, and
I’'m ready to take a stand for
the candidates who most align
with my values. As a public
school educator and a mama
of a child in our Livermore
schools, no election gets me
more excited than our school
board election. I am proud to
support Tara Boyce and Mag-
gie Tufts for the LVIJUSD
School Board. In a crowded
race, there were two issues
that secured my support for
my two favorite candidates.

Maggie’s life work has
been to pour into her Pe-
drozzi Young Scholars and
ensure their academic poten-
tial is realized. (I use “her”
intentionally, knowing she
treats these children as her
own, pouring so much ded-
ication, love, and hope into
them.) She helps the students
and their families navigate
an often-confusing system
to make sure they graduate
high school college- and ca-
reer-ready. When 1 was the
teacher librarian at Granada,
she invited me to share about
our library’s resources, and |
watched as her students start-
ed to spend more time in the
library and were more will-
ing to approach me for help;
they trust her and take her
advice! She teaches students
and parents to advocate for
their needs, in their preferred
language. Maggie has the
experience and know-how
to make sure our most sys-
tems-disadvantaged students
have access to the resources
they need to succeed. Maggie
lives a life of service to oth-
ers. It’s really beautiful.

Though I don’t know Tara
personally, I aligned with her
stances in the School Board
Candidate Forum. Tara clear-
ly understands the needs of
our LGBTQ+ students, and
she is willing to take a bold,
clear stance in support of their
social-emotional needs. Tara
knows that our school librar-
ies should have something in
them for everyone, including
students who are looking for
support with gender and sex-
uality issues. Libraries are for
everyone, and I know Tara
believes this. In Tara’s words,
“Free the books.”

Get out and vote (or vote
from your mailbox)!

Pleasanton Art League
(PAL) Art Show Process

Alana Shoars, Pleasanton

Since recently taking on
the role of President for the
Pleasanton Art League, I have
become aware that many peo-
ple do not fully understand the
process of entering art shows.
I thought writing a letter to the
editor would be a good way
to explain the steps that the
Pleasanton Art League (PAL)
takes for every art show.

Each art show has a pub-
lished prospectus, which is
a set of rules governing the
artwork that will be accepted
into the art show. When art-
ists sign up for the show, they
agree to the rules contained
in the prospectus. Each art-
ist submits a digital image of
the artwork he or she would
like to enter. The images are
reviewed by the gallery staff
and PAL Board Members.

Occasionally, not often,
an artist’s submission may
be disallowed by PAL or the
gallery for not adhering to the
rules set forth in the prospec-

tus, and/or the individual gal-
lery’s protocols. When this
happens, PAL informs the
artist and always gives him
or her the chance to resubmit
a different piece of artwork
that does adhere to the proto-
cols. At this point, if the art-
ist chooses to not participate
in the show, their show fees
are immediately refunded.
As an example, there were 85
entries into PAL’s Fall Mem-
bership Show this year and
only one artist was asked to
resubmit a work of art.

The Pleasanton Art League
has strong ties with and sup-
ports the community and will
always make sure that the art
in our shows is audience and
age appropriate and follows
the protocols of any gallery
that we have a show at.

| Endorse Deena
Kaplanis
Mindy Mahoney, Pleasanton

I wholeheartedly endorse
Deena Kaplanis for the Liver-
more School Board 2024. As
a long-time resident of Liver-
more, Deena has consistently
demonstrated her dedication
to her community. She is al-
ways ready to step in and as-
sist wherever needed. Deena
is the most hardworking in-
dividual I know, passionately
committed to enhancing our
schools academically and pri-
oritizing student safety. She
will work tirelessly to achieve
these goals. Deena is a strong
leader, driven to make a pos-
itive impact and improve the
educational experience for
ALL students. Her integrity
and compassion make her a
powerful advocate for stu-
dents and families. Please
vote for Deena Kaplanis to
ensure a brighter future for
our schools and community.
Thank you!

Social Security
Phyllis Couper, Pleasanton

Before you decide which
party to vote for, consider the
disastrous history of Social
Security:

Franklin Roosevelt (D) in-
troduced the Social Security
(FICA) Program and prom-
ised participation in the pro-
gram as completely volun-
tary. It is no longer voluntary.

The participants were only
to pay 1% of the first $1,400
of their annual iincomeinto
the program. Now it is 7.65%
on the first $90,000.

The money the partici-
pants elected to put into the
program would not be de-
ductible from their income
for tax purposes each year. It
is no longer tax deductible.

The money was to be put
into the independent 'Trust
Fund' rather than into the
general operating fund, to
fund the Social Security Re-
tirement Program. The mon-
ey was moved to the General
Fund by Lyndon Johnson (D)
and spent by the Democrati-
cally controlled House and
Senate.

The annuity payments to
the retirees would never be
taxed as income. Many of
us have paid into FICA for
years and are now receiving
a Social Security check every
month. Many of us are being
taxed on 85% of that money.
The Democrat Party made
this change.

Who started taxing Social
Security annuities?

The Democratic Party,
with Al Gore (D) casting the
'tie-breaking' deciding vote.

Who decided to start giv-
ing annuity payments to im-
migrants even though they
never paid dime into it?
Democrat Jimmy Carter and
the Democratic Party.

The success of this coun-
try, and the preservation of
freedoms we have in this Re-
public, rest on the hard, cold
facts that are created by and
applicable to political parties.
Researching those histories
and current actions of the
parties and the politicians is
necessary by each voter to
preserve our quality of life.

PUSD School Board
Members Endorse Craig
Eicher for City Council
Kenneth Mano, Pleasanton

Four of the five current
school board members of the
Pleasanton Unified School
District are united in their
support for Craig Eicher, cur-
rent candidate for the Pleas-
anton City Council.

Mary Jo Carreon, president

of the board and trustees,
Steve Maher, Laurie Walker
and Justin Brown have all en-
dorsed Craig as their choice
for the council.

Craig Eicher is a 32-year
veteran of the Pleasanton
Police Department, begin-
ning as a volunteer officer
and moving up the ranks,
retiring as captain, serving
six months as interim police
chief during Covid.

He has served the commu-
nity over the years, volun-
teering with many nonprofits;
as board chairman of Hope
Hospice for six years he was
instrumental in bringing them
out of a budget deficit of a
million dollars to solvency.

Vote for Craig Eicher for
City Council.

Sticks and Stones...
Janet Moore, Livermore

As a concerned Livermore
grandparent I was very dis-
heartened after seeing the
slanderous letters aimed at
LVIJUSD School Board can-
didate Deena Kaplanis. Does
one actually think personal
character attacks are in any
way persuasive rhetoric? In
my mind this kind of public
verbiage, no matter the sub-
ject, simply discredits itself.
The truth of the matter is that
we NEED strong advocates
like Deena. She is a devoted
citizen whose single desire is
to facilitate open communi-
cation between the LVIJUSD
School Board, the parents
of Livermore students and
Livermore teachers. Navigat-
ing the enormous challenges
of parenting and educating
the youth of today in this
ever-changing,  fast-paced
world can be daunting. For
this very reason, a support-
ive partnership between this
coalition mentioned above
is critical. For the personal
betterment, educational ad-
vancement and the safety
of our children, respectful
and candid conversation
must flow openly between
these integral groups. Dee-
na Kaplanis is the one to
help achieve this. Deena
will make herself available,
open for discussion of dis-
trict matters...to include, but
not limited to fiscal issues,
curriculum choices, and pol-
icies personally affecting the
students and their parents.
By making the decision to
run for the LVJUSD School
Board a second time, (unde-
terred by disparaging words,)
Deena shows great strength
of character, and her ongoing,
unwavering commitment to
her family, extended family,
many friends and her beloved
community. This kind of de-
termination demonstrates
Deena's passion and priori-
ty to support our dedicated,
hardworking teachers and to
openly address any parental
concerns that might arise...all
of which will ultimately ben-
efit the youth community of
the Livermore Valley. Make
your singular vote for Deena
Kaplanis count! With it you
will be guaranteed an open
avenue for your voice to be
heard and heeded.

Tara Boyce Is a School
Safety Champion
Cathy Rainey, Livermore

Tara Boyce has been des-
ignated as a “Gun Sense Can-
didate” by Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in
America. As a school board
candidate, this demonstrates
that Tara is knowledgeable
about current gun-sense
measures for protecting our
schools. For example, creat-
ing safe and trusting school
climates on  Livermore
school campuses is critical.
Data shows that “most school
shooters are current or for-
mer students.” If our schools
offer counseling to students
and their families and offer
restorative justice systems
for misbehavior, there is a
better chance that all students
will have the support neces-
sary to navigate their school
years with positive mental
health. Tara is focused on
“mental wellness to create
resilience” in students as they
grow. Initiating trauma-in-
formed emergency planning,
where school personnel col-
laborate with law enforce-
ment to create an effective
plan in the event of a shooter
on campus, is a best practice
that Tara supports. Such a

(See MAILBOX, page 12)
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Lance Gordon of the Mad Alchmey Liquid Light Show puts on a display at the ArtWalk
After Dark show on Oct. 12 in Livermore. The light show provided a backdrop for a
performance by the band Dustbowl Revival. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)
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practice would be preferred
to one involving students,
as mounting evidence shows
that practicing lockdown
drills with students is causing
harm to entire school com-
munities. Tara mentioned the
strategy of training school
personnel during one of her
visits to a house party.

Developing effective gun
sense practices in our school
district is part of Tara’s plat-
form. She will tackle student
safety and mental health
with the positive energy and
knowledge she has shown in
her campaign, her career, and
as a mother. Tara understands
that the majority of Amer-
icans favor common sense
gun legislation, and updating
our school district plans, pol-
icies, and practices is a win-
ning platform.

Vice-President of PUSD
Supports Jen Flynn

Justin Brown, Pleasanton

I am writing as a Pleas-
anton resident to offer my
strong support for Jen Fly-
nn’s candidacy for the PUSD
School Board, Area 4. Hav-
ing volunteered alongside
Jen in Pleasanton schools for
years, I’ve seen her deep ded-
ication to our students and
teachers.

Jen has served on the
Pleasanton Partnerships
in  Education Foundation
(PPIE) Board and the Super-
intendent’s Budget Advisory
Committee, demonstrating
her commitment to enhanc-
ing education and ensuring
responsible financial deci-
sions. As a former PUSD
employee and an active par-
ent of three students in Pleas-
anton schools, she brings
invaluable experience and
perspective to the table.

For over a decade, Jen has
consistently volunteered in
our schools and community,
earning the support of teach-
ers and community leaders
like retiring trustee Steve
Mabher. Her passion, experi-
ence, and leadership make
her the clear choice for the
PUSD School Board, Area 4.

I encourage you to vote for
Jen Flynn this election.

What Does the School
Board Do?
Cate Sarraille, Livermore

Before you vote to “hire”
school board members,
wouldn’t you like a job de-
scription? All the candidates
care about kids, or they
wouldn’t be running for of-
fice. But what exactly does a
school board do?

Authority is granted to the
board, not to each individual
board member. Board mem-
bers need to work together with
the superintendent to make de-
cisions that will benefit all stu-
dents in the community.

Some of the critical re-
sponsibilities of a school
board member are:

* District policy — mem-
bers are required to set and
uphold policies on school
curriculum standards, school
safety and student conduct.

* Budgetary oversight —
identify cost saving measures
to maintain fiscal account-
ability, prioritize funds to
support students and provide
needed services

* Hiring and evaluating the
Superintendent — set clear
performance goals for the
superintendent that focus on
student success and district
efficiency

* Ensuring all academic
programs meet state and fed-
eral standards — what stu-
dents learn will impact their
academic achievement

After reviewing all the
information about the six
candidates, it is clear to me
that Tara Boyce and Chris-
tiaan VandenHeuvel are the
most qualified candidates.
Ms. Boyce, the mother of
two young students, has an
MBA and 20+ years of ex-
perience in finance. Her boys
attend one of the three Title 1
schools in Livermore — she
is aware of the challenges
those schools (and students)
face. Mr. VandenHeuvel has
been involved in Livermore
schools for over 10 years.
His resume includes PTSA
president at Livermore High,
member of the School Site
Council at both Livermore
High and East Avenue Mid-
dle School and working as a
substitute teacher.

Another requirement for
board members is they be
ethical leaders. Mrs. Kapla-
nis deceived members of the
Parent Community Informa-
tion Council (PCIC) and Su-
perintendent Van Schaack by
claiming her children attended
Junction TK-8, when in fact,
her children attend a private
school. Mrs. Kaplanis believes
parents should control what
students learn in school. The
purpose of public schools is
to teach students what society
needs them to know. Parents
are not the “clients” of public
schools — the community is.

While you may not agree
with my choices for the LV-
JUSD school board, T hope
you will review the “job de-
scription” I have provided

and see how well the candi-
dates you have chosen meet
these requirements. Every
vote counts, so be sure to
vote on November 5th.

Join Me in
Supporting Christiaan
VandenHeuvel

Kim Kennedy, Livermore

I am proud to support
Christiaan VandenHeuvel for
Livermore School Board. I
have known Christiaan for
many years and have also
had the privilege of work-
ing alongside him. He is a
tremendous leader, a man
of great integrity, and has
a heart and passion for our
community. I believe Chris-
tiaan will ensure that every
student feels valued and is
able to achieve their full po-
tential. In addition to being
an active part of our commu-
nity, he is also a frequent sub-
stitute teacher in the district.
I honestly can’t think of any-
one better for this position.
Please join me in supporting
Christiaan VandenHeuvel for
the Livermore School Board.

What Kamala Ignores
Daniella Karo, Pleasanton

Ms. Harris ignores the fact
that her old reputation pre-
cedes her. She is not aware
that you can’t build a reputa-
tion by what you promise to
do in the future!

Her old reputation haunts
her, inflation out of control,
illegals jumping fences in the
millions, threatening wars
abroad, crime out of control,
police defunded, hurricane
victims abandoned, criminals
rescued from prisons, etc., etc.!
The Biden/Harris administra-
tion promised at the beginning
to unite this country, yet the op-
posite is happening. She talks a
lot of bringing joy to our life,
yet when asked if she would
have done anything different
from Biden in the last 3.5 years,
her response was she wouldn’t
have handled anything differ-
ently! Never mind our disas-
trous withdrawal from Afghan-
istan with 13 dead American
soldiers, just one of many other
blunders and failures. Kama-
la has done what her mother
warned her not to do all along
growing up “a half ass job”, to
use Kamala’s own recollection
of the warning. She is not pres-
idential material!

More of the Same or
Something Different?
Vote Deena Kaplanis
Tracy Heskett, Livermore

If you want the status
quo for the Livermore Joint

Dr. Chirag Pandya, board certified in Pulmonology,
Critical Care and Sleep Medicine, has moved
to a new location.

hospital.

two new Jlocations!

He has been serving the patients in the Tri-Valley area for the last 15 years
and has held several leadership roles at Stanford Tri-Valley (ValleyCare)

Dr. Pandya specializes in asthma, emphysema/COPD, trouble breathing,
lung infections, lung cancer, interstitial lung disease, snoring, sleep apnea,
trouble sleeping (insomnia), narcolepsy and restless leg syndrome.

Dr. Pandya is happy to help existing and new patients by providing care at

1393 Santa Rita Rd., Ste. A, Pleasanton
87 Fenton St., Suite 210, Livermore
Offering: Lung function testing |
Sleep studies (home andin-lab) | Actigraphy | Video visits

For appointments and questions,
please call 925-434-5144

or visit www.AdvancedSNP.com
Accepting most insurances and Medicare.

Unified School Board, then
vote for ANY candidate but
Deena Kaplanis. Deena is
that different. The critics are
quick to point out her differ-
ences. What are they afraid
of? Challenging conversa-
tion? Differences of opinion?
This is non-existent on the
current board. How do we in-
troduce NEW ideas if every-
one thinks exactly the same?

In reference to her critics:

Her children: Deena's fam-
ily was refused the ability to
send her children to the same
LVIJUSD school. Her family
had to make a last-minute
decision to locate a school
where her children would be
together.

It shouldn't be a distrac-
tion that she wants to affect
change within the public
schools.  What would be
the difference if her children
were in college? The fact that
she wants to help in schools
her children do not attend
says a lot about her upstand-
ing character. She thinks be-
yond just her family.

Her medical practice: She
has a thriving chiropractic
business and chooses NOT to
have website because she has
all the clients she can handle
by word of mouth alone.

LGBTQ+: Deena knows
this part of our culture; she
just wants all kids to be ac-
knowledged and all children
to have their emotional needs
met. In reference to being
against AB1955 (No parent
notification), one of the rea-
sons she made this stand is
because children can be tak-
en away from their parents;
btw this passed.

Church: It is interesting
that people can declare to
be tolerant and accepting of
all people, but the moment
someone is found to go to
church, they are rejected.
Btw: Christiaan Vanden-
Heuvel is a youth pastor at a
church in Livermore.

Teachers' union: Tara
Boyce and Christiaan Van-
denHeuvel are supported by
them. Is that what you want?
Do you want more represen-
tation for the union or some-
one who will engage in bal-
anced conversations with the
highest priority being our stu-
dents?Deena is a well-round-
ed individual who lost in
2022 by about 500 votes in a
field of eight candidates with
one incumbent and was asked
by a Livermore public offi-
cial to run again. She is very
concerned with the academic
performance of our children,
which is poor. She is also
concerned with the physical
and emotional well-being of
all children. She has origi-
nal and fresh ideas. Vote for
something different!

The Data Is Wrong

Brian Sanborn, Pleasanton

I am not sure where your
writer of last week got her
data, but Ms. Couper's num-
bers are way off. Let's look
at 401Ks. The S&P 500 from
January of 2017 to Decem-
ber of 2020 (Trump’s term)
was up about 55%, not too
bad. From January 2021 to
October of this year it is up
almost 60%, even better. Yet
Ms. Couper lost 25% during
that time. My 401K is doing
great! 1 bet her broker told
her not to put all her money
into Truth Social!
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Reading the Qur'an
Abdul Awwal, Pleasanton

One of the effects of
the war in Gaza has been
a surge of interest in the
West in reading the Qur'an.
A common question from
such readers is, "Where do 1
start?" Tradition tells us that
early Muslims read the short
chapters of the Qur'an, found
in the final and 30th section
of the Qur'an. Historically,
as the Qur'an was revealed
to the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) in Mec-
ca, those were the revelations
that came down first.

What do the short chapters
mostly talk about? They talk
about faith in God, faith in
the afterlife, and interesting-
ly, about social justice (for
example, warning people
who do not encourage feed-
ing the poor). Early Muslims
were quoted to have said,
"We learned faith in God
first and then in the afterlife,
so that when the commands
for fasting and prayer came
down, it was easy for us to
follow." Some modern think-
ers recommend for people
who have Judeo-Christian
background to read chapter
19, about Maryam (peace be
upon her), the mother of Je-
sus (peace be upon him), or
chapter 20, which talks about
Moses (peace be upon him).

What does a faith in the
afterlife achieve in shaping
one's life in this world? The
basic concept behind the af-
terlife is the concept of ac-
countability. In our modern
times, this is highly appli-
cable and desired. You want
to punish a driver who goes
through a red light, because
without this there would be
eternal chaos on the road.
One could say that in this traf-
fic law, there is a protection of
life. One would never recom-
mend that we abolish the jus-
tice system or grant amnesty
to all killers, thieves, etc.

Recently, I heard a speech
by Rev. Munther Isaac from
Palestine (www.youtube.
com/live/MIEQDaHavnU).
Around the 1-hour, 10-min-
ute mark, he reminds the
audience about the day of
judgment with a reference to
Mathew:25. He says that Je-
sus talked a lot about the day
of judgment, although mod-
ern clergy usually shy away
from such topics. He reminds
that one's position with God
is related to how one treats
the hungry in this world.

Some U.S. doctors who
treated children in Gaza
were surprised that children
playing in the playground
were hit by bullet right above
their eyes. I wonder if a per-
son with faith in the afterlife
would be able to harm inno-
cent children or others to jus-
tify such action!

Support for Tara
Boyce and Christiaan
VandenHeuvel

Sharon and Vaughn Draggoo,
Livermore

Tara Boyce and Chris-
tian VandenHeuvel will be
strong additions to Liver-
more’s Board of Education.
As we met with candidates
individually, studied their
websites, and gave attention
to each who were present at
September’s School Board
Forum, we listened for the
value each held for team
collaboration.

The leadership team for
our district’s schools is
charged with this mission:
“Each student will graduate
with the skills needed to con-
tribute and thrive in a chang-
ing world.” This aspirational
mission statement demands
collaboration among lead-
ers on behalf of the younger
members of our city.

The leadership team for
our city, the Livermore City
Council, expressly addresses
collaboration in its mission,
vision, and values statements.
As summarized for this letter,
our city council leaders “un-
derstand and value our roles
as members of a larger com-
munity” working together by
“embracing collaborative ...
engagement.” They practice
at being “deliberately inclu-
sive as we make decisions ...
for all our diverse communi-
ty members.”

Our younger city mem-
bers deserve what all of us
grown-ups expect of our
civic leadership teams. Tara
Boyce expresses it this way:
“The best board is one com-
prised of individuals from
unique backgrounds who
come together as one to
guide our schools to contin-
ually improve.”

Christiaan VandenHeuval
offers this: “My priorities
include improving education
quality through data-driven
best practices, fostering a
collaborative board culture
that resists polarization and
dehumanization, and ensur-
ing every student can achieve
their fullest potential.

We encourage our fellow
voters to support Tara Boyce
and Christiaan VandenHeu-
vel as they seek to co-labor
with sitting board members
for the benefit of each of our
city’s students.
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Budgetary Issues Drive Race for Two LVJUSD Trustee Seats

By Ruth Roberts

Six candidates are com-
peting for two at-large seats
on the Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District (LV-
JUSD) Board of Trustees.
Current trustees Yanira Guz-
man and Kristie Wang are
not seeking re-election. This
is the district’s last at-large
election. In 2026 LVJUSD
will switch to by-area trustee
voting.

Tara Boyce

Boyce is a financial con-
sultant and parent of two
elementary-age students who
attend school in the LV-
JUSD. Born and raised in
Pennsylvania, Boyce moved
to California in 2007. She
holds a B.A. in economics
and political science and has
an M.B.A. from the Univer-
sity of Scranton. She says she
is running on a platform of
accountability and believes
her background in finance
makes her uniquely qualified
to understand the changing
needs of the district.

If elected, Boyce says the
district’s two top challenges
are becoming financially
stable and settling the high
school scheduling situation
which this year made the
change from quarters to
semesters.

“LVJUSD must do the
necessary work to prove out
that we can be financially
solvent as required by the
County and State Depart-
ments of Education,” Boyce
wrote in an email to The
Independent. “First, all finan-
cial data must be scrutinized
to make sure our budget for
this school year is realistic
and actionable. Second, ex-
isting programs with expir-
ing funding must have their
outcomes evaluated and if
determined to continue, new
funding must be identified to
provide continuity.”

She added that the high
school scheduling issue, trig-
gered in part by the change
from quarters to semesters,
must be resolved with input
from students, parents, and
faculty to ensure that both
state standards are met and
students receive a compre-
hensive education through-
out their four years.

“Solutions must be found
in order to make this a more
timely and sustainable pro-
cess that proactively commu-
nicates schedules prior to the
beginning of term and allows
concerns to be addressed,”
she said.

Boyce believes that creat-
ing quality programs at every
school in the district at every
level will reduce the number
of transfer requests from
families and allow students
to remain in their neigh-
borhood schools. She also
supports wellness centers in
the schools to help address
student needs.

“Students who feel sup-
ported in their environment
have a higher propensity
to thrive in their studies,”
Boyce said.

For more information,
visit www.taraboyce.com.

Deena Kaplanis

Kaplanis is the married
mother of two young boys.
Her children do not attend
school in the district, but
she hopes to re-enroll them
in the district soon. She and
her husband are small busi-
ness owners who have been
active in the community for
more than 20 years.

She is a graduate of Whit-
ter College with a B.A. in
kinesiology and leisure sci-
ence. She earned a doctor-
ate in chiropractic from the
Southern California Uni-
versity of Health Sciences
and has served on several
committees in the commu-
nity including the PTSA, her
church’s ministry and as a
coach for youth sports.

Kaplanis says she is run-
ning on a platform of fiscal
stability and student well-be-
ing.

“The district is facing sig-
nificant financial challenges,
including a need for substan-
tial budget reductions and
cash flow issues that have re-
quired internal borrowing,”
she wrote in an email to The
Independent. “We need to
make tough decisions to en-

Tara Boyce

sure long-term fiscal health
while protecting the quality
of education. This includes
prioritizing expenditures
that directly impact students,
scrutinizing administrative
costs, and ensuring trans-
parent, responsible financial
management.”

She said that student men-
tal health is paramount to
their success both in the
classroom and out. If elected,
Kaplanis said she will work
to ensure the district provides
a high-quality education and
supportive learning environ-
ment.

“Recent data shows that
only 43% of students in
grades 6-12 feel a sense of
belonging at school, putting
our district in the bottom per-
centile nationally,” Kaplanis
said. “This is unacceptable

.. We must focus on creating
a more inclusive and sup-
portive environment where
every student feels valued.
This means addressing bully-
ing, improving mental health
resources, and fostering a
culture of respect and inclu-
sivity across all schools.”

Kaplanis said she would
encourage transparency, en-
gagement and accountability
within the district and com-
munity, including detailed
financial reporting and pub-
lic forums where budget pro-
posals are discussed before
decisions are made.

For more information,
visit https://drdeenak4lvjusd.
com.

Jean Paulsen

Paulsen is a 30-year res-
ident of Livermore who at-
tended elementary and mid-
dle school in the district and
is a graduate of Livermore
High School. She holds a
bachelor’s degree in political
science from Humboldt State
University and has a para-
legal certificate from San
Francisco State University.

Paulsen has served nine
times as an election worker
for the Alameda County
Registrar of Voters, has been
a legal intern for the San
Francisco Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commis-
sion and a Census worker
in 2020.

She sees the district’s big-
gest challenges as safety and
funding and says if elected
she will, along with the help
of the rest of the school board
and community, reintroduce
another school bond.

“For safety, I want our
school district to adopt a
due diligence safety contract
for every parent/guardian
to sign,” Paulsen said in an
email to The Independent.
“Parents/guardians are to be
held as an accessory if he/she
fails to prevent his/her child
from bringing a weapon,
posting hate speech/bully-
ing on social media, and/or
bringing drugs to distribute
to school. This is to protect
the safety of all students. I
will not allow complacency
anymore.”

She added that she would
also crack down on local
vendors who continue to sell
illegal vape pens in Liver-
more. She also believes the
district should hire a grant
writer.

Paulsen is against ban-
ning books and would like to
see an increase in math and
computer science classes to
help attract more girls to the
sciences.

“A recent Livermore
report showed that there
were few girls in the algebra
with computers classes, and
no girls in geometry,” said
Paulsen. “It’s time to end the
gender gap.

Amanda Pepper

Pepper and her husband
have lived in Livermore
with their three children

Deena Kaplanis

since 2012. Her two younger
children attend school in
the district while the older
one is in college. She has
been an active member of
the community serving as a
classroom volunteer, library
aide, PTA board member
and is the vice chair of the
Community Bond Oversight
Committee.

Pepper earned a bachelor
of science degree in com-
munication (media studies)
from the University of Texas
at Austin and a master of
arts in writing, literature and
publishing from Emerson
College. She has worked
in textbook publishing at
Houghton Mifflin and Pear-
son where her first projects
were the California Reading
and California Math series.

She says the school dis-
trict faces several challenges,
with its budget being a top
priority.

“The budget has the
knock-on effect of impact-
ing programs,” she wrote in
an email to The Independent.
“We’ve seen recent attempts
to curb or end things like the
International Baccalaureate,
music programs... [deally, we
can find solutions that don’t
require putting key programs

Amanda Pepper

on the chopping block. The
budget has also impacted the
hiring of enough teachers,
which has meant some larger
class sizes — some are top-
ping 30 kids in a class —and
that isn’t optimal, either.”

Another priority for Pep-
per if elected, is ensuring
high school students are
college ready.

“I recognize that not all
high school students want to
go to a four-year school,” she
said. “We’ve got Del Valle,
which is great for students
looking to learn trade skills,
and I’m consistently wowed
by what they’re able to do —
but our numbers for getting
Livermore students accepted
to U.C.s and C.S.U.s have
been underwhelming the last
couple of years.”

If elected, the first-time
candidate says she will ap-
proach the job with a col-
laborative spirit, and also not
just focus on a pet issue, but
keep an open mind and be in
it for the long haul.

For more information,
visit https://www.facebook.
com/amandapepper4liver-
moreschools.

Maggie Tufts
Tufts and her husband and

Maggie Tufts

two sons have lived in Liver-
more for 16 years, with both
children attending school in
the district. Tufts grew up in
Southern California and Gua-
dalajara, Mexico. She holds
abachelor’s degree in educa-
tion and taught as a bilingual
teacher in Mexico before
returning to the United States
and continuing her education

Chnstlaan VandenHeuveI

before eventually becoming a
teacher. She currently works
managing the Pedrozzi Young
Scholars Program with Liv-
ermore students where she
mentors students and works
with families to navigate the
school system and emerge
ready for college or a career.

(See TRUSTEE, page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

Tufts believes her bi-cul-
tural and bilingual upbringing
and years of experience in
the Livermore school system
make her uniquely positioned
for a seat on the board.

Tufts says the LVJUSD
has the tools to success-
fully graduate its students
but added that data shows
many students are not grad-
uating college and are not
career-ready. If elected,
she would like to see that
change.

“We need to make sure
that the resources provided
to be ready for their prepa-
ration beyond high school
are available to all students,”
Tufts said in an email to The
Independent.

She said that other chal-
lenges the district faces
include connecting families
and students with teachers
and staff in the district.

“We have a diverse com-
munity here in Livermore
and we need to make con-
nections with everyone so
that families learn how to
navigate the school system
and know that our schools
are welcome and inclusive
institutions where everyone
belongs,” she said. “I have
come to understand that the
sooner the support system of
students, which is their fam-
ily, knows how to support
their children during these
formative years, the better
prepared they are for their

future and with less stress.”

Tufts is a volunteer at
the Granada High School
library where her son attend-
ed, and has volunteered for
many years while her boys
were in the Boy Scouts.
She is also a member of her
church’s hospitality group
and a volunteer for Quest
Science Center.

For more information,
visit www.maggietuftsds-
choolboard2024.com.

Christiaan VandenHeuvel
VandenHeuvel and his
family have lived in Liv-
ermore for more than a de-
cade. His wife is a special
education teacher at Liver-
more High School and their

children have gone through
or are currently enrolled in
the LVJUSD. He says his in-
volvement as a pastor, parent,
substitute teacher and volun-
teer on various committees
such as the Livermore High
School PTSA, of which he
was the past president,and the
Reopening Task Force during
the pandemic, has given him
valuable insight into the needs
of the district’s schools from
various perspectives.

Additionally, as an im-
migrant and a former En-
glish learner, he says he
understands firsthand the
difficulties many students
face when it comes to lan-
guage barriers and cultural
adjustments.

“This experience fuels
my passion for ensuring all
students — regardless of
their background — have
access to the resources they
need to succeed,” he said
in an email to The Inde-
pendent.

VandenHeuvel says he is
running on a platform of in-
clusivity, equitable learning
environments for all students
and advocates for transparent
decision-making.

“Increased transparency
around decision-making pro-
cesses could help build more
trust between the district and
the community,” he said.
“I like that Dr. Gibson (our
new superintendent) values
transparency, and I would

like to see clearer and more
accessible explanations of
key decisions, especially
around budget allocations,
facility improvements, and
curriculum changes.”

VandenHeuvel added
that enhanced engagement
among the parents, students
and teachers would make
for better long-term deci-
sions and a stronger sense
of community. If elected,
he would spend more time
listening and learning from
the current trustees, staff
and the community to fully
understand the existing pro-
tocols and procedures.

For more information,
visit https://vandenheuvel-
forschoolboard.com.

SENATE

(Continued from front page)

to Stockton in 2010 after his
district’s boundaries shifted
into San Joaquin County.
McNerney represented the
Stockton area until leaving
Congress in 2023, then moved
back to the Tri-Valley and
chose earlier this year to run
for the legislature.

McNerney’s opponent is
Jim Shoemaker, a 30-year San
Joaquin County resident who
has owned trucking, financial
services and popcorn distribu-
tion businesses.

The district leans Demo-
cratic, with 42% registered
Democrats; 31% Republi-
cans; and 21% expressing no
party preference.

Jerry McNerney

Jerry McNerney —
Democratic Party

McNerney said he had not
expected to return to elected
office, but many community
leaders convinced him to run
for the seat.

“I’m the only candidate to
have lived on, and represented
in Congress, both sides of the
Altamont Pass,” McNerney
said. “This gives me intimate
knowledge of the people and
issues throughout District 5.
Beyond District 5, Califor-
nia’s State Senate has a record

of crafting policies that lead
the nation — and the rest of
the world — forward. It is a
legislative body that actually
works together to get things
done, and that is very appeal-
ing. I feel a duty to work for
a better future however I can,
and the best way to do that
is stepping up and becoming
the bold State Senator that we
deserve.”

McNerney said that while
serving in Congress, he de-
livered major results for the
Tri-Valley and San Joaquin
County. He cited the initi-
ation of Valley Link train
service, the construction of
much-needed Veterans Af-
fairs health care facilities, the
modernization of roads and
levees, and the expansion of
clean energy and green man-
ufacturing industries.

Ifelected to the Senate, his
“top focus will be helping our
region build a stronger, smart-
er, and greener economy.”

“That requires getting traf-
fic and congestion, particular-
ly between the Tri-Valley and
the Central Valley, under con-
trol,” McNerney said. “Valley
Link was a great first step,
and I will push Sacramento
to ensure that it finishes on
time, but we need to kick-start
more projects to enhance our
region’s transit hubs.”

McNerney said economic
renewal and climate action
should go “hand-in-hand.”

“After rooting my family
in the Tri-Valley, I spent my
career developing the wind
energy technology that graces
our Altamont Hills, cuts our
carbon emissions, and creates
so many good local jobs,” he
said. “I want to help other
green enterprises emerge in

the Tri-Valley and Central
Valley, because our region
should never fall behind the
rest of California.”

McNerney said the district
is home to some of the most
advanced scientific facilities
in the world, making it pos-
sible to lead the “state, the
country, and the world in
developing safe, clean, and
efficient fusion energy.” He
added he also will focus on
issues from public safety to
healthcare access.

“After my time in Con-
gress, [ was fortunate to
emerge as one of California’s
leading experts in the rapidly
changing world of tech policy.
We need policymakers who
have a scientific background
like I do, especially with Al
and climate change reshaping
our world,” he said.

McNerney said transpor-
tation, especially along the
1-580 freeway, desperately
needs to improve for both
sides of the Altamont Pass.

“Even now, I often take
BART to work like many
other Tri-Valley residents, so
I know firsthand that finishing
ValleyLink is a massive step
for our economic develop-
ment and our fight against
climate change,” he said.

“Both sides of the Al-
tamont also share concerns
about how our state is han-
dling our need for safe water
access and stable housing
costs,” he said. “Instead of
letting bureaucrats and special
interests dictate, or pitting one
region against the other, we
need balanced and informed
policies that will serve each
of our community’s unique
needs. Achieving that balance
requires policymakers who

will take the time to learn and
lead on the issues of both the
Tri-Valley and the Central
Valley; I spent over a decade
doing exactly that.”

Jim Shoemaker

Jim Shoemaker —
Republican Party

Shoemaker said he is run-
ning to represent the Sth Dis-
trict because his background
in blue-collar work better
represents the average citizen.

“I have worked with my
hands every day since I was
10 years-old, granting me
in every trade from trucking
to financial services,” Shoe-
maker said. “My professional
background has given me
a keen understanding of in-
frastructure and municipal
development and lends itself
to the challenges presented to
Livermore and the Tri-Valley.”

Shoemaker said he is proud
of California’s “natural beau-
ty, loving families and can-do
work ethic,” and wants to en-
sure its communities are safe.
He said California has failed
to hold criminals accountable
by “pushing soft-on-crime
initiatives onto its citizens,
prioritizing lawbreakers over
the law-abiding.”

“As a business owner, I

know the onerous burden
Sacramento politicians have
saddled us with through sky-
high taxes and crippling reg-
ulations,” he said. “While
California families struggle to
make ends meet, Sacramento
politicians continue to pile
on, raising taxes, meddling in
our lives and infringing on our
everyday freedoms.”

Shoemaker said it is time
to bring “common sense
governance” and change to
Sacramento “to reform our
dysfunctional state govern-
ment.” He said projects are
stifled because of California’s
overregulation of essential
industries.

“We have seen our legisla-
ture author bills that will bring
domestic energy production
to a halt while authorizing
mandates on our transpor-
tation industries that easily
require twice as much energy
needs,” he said. “These efforts
to reduce our state’s carbon
footprint force California
to over-rely on out-of-state
power sources, some of which
are derived from fossil-fuel
based facilities. Why would
we ban fuel production and
then move forward with proj-
ects that exceed our current
capacity? Beats me.”

Shoemaker cited the
cost-of-living, education and
“skyrocketing crime” as “the
biggest issues plaguing our
district.”

“The cost of basic neces-
sities has become unbearable
for working citizens,” he
said. “Food, energy, and gas
prices are higher than ever.
We need to return to energy
independence.”

Shoemaker said parents
know what their children

need in their education, and
the “quality should match
what our taxes pay for.” He
said retail theft was ram-
pant in Alameda County and
slammed the Alameda County
District Attorney’s Office fora
“catch and release” approach
to criminals.

Shoemaker acknowl-
edged that Tri-Valley and
northern San Joaquin Val-
ley residents might have
different priorities because
of different economies. He
described the Tri-Valley as
“the home to emerging sci-
entific industries and highly
educated residents who work
throughout the Bay Area,
while San Joaquin County
boasts thriving agricultural
exports thanks to its Medi-
terranean climate.”

“Differences aside, I have
found that housing develop-
ment and upkeep of our trans-
portation infrastructure are
common needs between San
Joaquin and Alameda coun-
ties,” he said. “Many fami-
lies find themselves pushed
further and further east due
to the high cost of living,
ending up in the Tri-Valley
and/or San Joaquin County.
Residents of both counties
are looking for a permanent
home to raise their families
with confidence. I intend to
keep our district hospitable
to those desires.”

“I hope to earn the vote of
residents in Pleasanton, Dub-
lin, and Livermore because I
understand the value of hard
work,” he added. “I intend
to deliver the same diligence
and ambition that Tri-Valley
residents are known for, all of
which is driven by their love
of their families.”

COUNCIL

(Continued from front page)

Carling, who will leave office
because of term limits.

Mayor John Marchand
is running unopposed for
re-election.

The Independent posed
a series of questions to the
candidates, including why
they are running, the issues
they consider most import-
ant, their take on the Eden
Housing project and calls for
a public referendum, the ur-
ban growth boundary (UGB)
and Dublin’s effort to break
its own urban limit line and
develop the Crosby Property
that separates the two cities.

DISTRICT 3
STEVEN DUNBAR

Livermore Planning Com-
missioner Steven Dunbar
said he is hoping to bring his
experience serving on the
city’s Planning Commission
and Community Asset Man-
agement Program (CAMP)
Committee to represent res-
idents on the City Council.

Calling Livermore a
“wonderful city,” the six-
year resident, who works as
an engineering supervisor for
Gillig, said he wants to help
Livermore “thrive in ways
that preserve our values and
history.”

“I bring the combination of
detailed knowledge, a proven
record of showing up and do-
ing the work, a commitment
to empathy and open out-
reach, and a calm disposition
to lead Livermore in meet-
ing our challenges together,”
Dunbar said.

Dunbar said he believes
Livermore shares echoes

of his hometown Arroyo
Grande’s history and charac-
ter, but is “more inclusive and
connected in its opportunities,
more committed to continu-
ous improvement, and more
vibrant in its outlook.”

“I love Livermore’s bal-
ance, connectedness to the
Bay without being overrun by
it, and (being) still down-to-
earth and friendly to everyone
who wants to visit or even
stay long term,” Dunbar said.
“I use our trails, our transit
system, our library, and our
businesses.”

Top Issues

Dunbar identified his top
issues facing the city as pro-
viding fair and affordable
housing opportunities, finding
space for small businesses
to succeed and maintaining
funding for essential services,
maintenance and environ-
mental protection as Liver-
more grows.

“The city meets all of these
challenges by carefully plan-
ning to provide the most
benefit within our means,” he
said. “The council connects
the community to the public
servants, represents the inter-
ests of everyone, and makes
decisions on priorities. I will
focus our resources on what
we can control, explain our
tradeoffs openly, and make
proactive and clear decisions
towards small but meaningful
improvements based on my
time talking with the com-
munity.”

Dunbar said the General
Plan update must be com-
pleted so the city can “create
better policies and objective

design standards that meet our
needs,” and “finish the Asset
Management Plan and act on
it to ensure efficient spend-
ing and fund our essential
services, using what is left to
provide the most benefit per
dollar.”
Dunbar said concerns that
he hears from District 3 resi-
dents include making Vasco
Row a center for small busi-
nesses, dealing with pockets
of homelessness, and han-
dling East Avenue and other
street safety concerns.
“The pilot has taken far too
long, and the communication
has been poor. Even some of
my own feedback as a citizen
was missed. Other areas such
as College, Mines and Fourth
Street also have issues.”
Other Issues
* Dunbar supported the
downtown Eden Hous-
ing project as a planning
commissioner, because
it met the development
code requirements under
state law. The decision,
he said, was upheld by the
California Supreme Court.
“I believe that attempting
to ‘call it off” at this time
would be extremely unwise
and take precious resources
that are needed elsewhere,”
he said. Dunbar added the
referendum petitions did
not directly create an option
to hold a referendum about
the entire project. A referen-
dum, he said, would result
in significant legal action,
severability, and damage
claims.

* He supports programs that
promote rooftop solar pow-

er generation, suggesting
slightly reduced parking
requirements or reduced
tree shading requirements
in commercial and indus-
trial parking lots to accom-
modate the support poles;
default layouts on parking
designs to speed permitting;
public education about the
benefits of bidirectional
car charging; staff work-
ing with larger industrial
buildings for new installa-
tion opportunities. He also
supports an investigation
of canal solar covers and
resources for solar installers
who will work with home-
owners’ associations.

* He supports the exist-
ing UGB, saying the city
“should work to meet its
obligations and economic
needs for growth within
the existing city limit, be-
cause it protects valuable
open space, strengthens
perception and outcomes
of community character,
statistically has lower emis-
sions overall, and avoids
long term asset mainte-
nance problems.

* Dunbar said he found in
his role as a planning com-
missioner that there was
“insufficient evidence to
move forward with the East
of Greenville expansion,
much less bring the issue
to a vote on the ballot as
would be required.”

* He supports Livermore’s
efforts to prevent Dublin’s
proposal to develop the
Crosby Property that serves
as an open space buffer
between the cities.

* Dunbar said he reviewed
the city’s Climate Action
Plan and passed it as a
planning commissioner in
2022. He said the city can
help provide the infrastruc-
ture for effective public
transport, safe bike routes,
and convenient electric ve-
hicle charging stations. He
said he bikes to work, buys
100% renewable products
and uses smart home de-
vices.

DAVID FARLEY

ALivermore resident since
2010, David Farley said he
has always felt a duty to serve
society, including as a U.S.
Navy officer.

A physicist who has
worked atboth Lawrence Liv-
ermore and Sandia National
Laboratories, Farley owns a
small high-tech business that
develops a quantum technol-
ogy education program at a
Historically Black College
and University (HBCU). He
serves as a Livermore Airport
commissioner and is a volun-
teer coach for girls’ lacrosse.

He said he and his two
daughters, ages 16 and 19,
“like the combination of a
vibrant downtown, good
schools, and open spaces,”
and he can be found often at
restaurants downtown, listen-
ing to live music, or running
a weekly 5k along the trails.

Farley said he is seeking
office because he believes
the Livermore City Council
needs depth and expertise that
it currently lacks.

“I have strong leadership
skills, deep knowledge of

clean energy and emerging
technologies, business acu-
men, and significant com-
munity involvement,” Farley
said. “I believe my back-
ground and proven capabili-
ties would be of great benefit
to the City of Livermore.”

Top Issues

Farley cited the most criti-
cal issues facing Livermore as
housing affordability, energy
and water, and public safety.

Farley said the cost of
housing has made Livermore
unaffordable and state man-
dates to build nearly 5,000
new homes will not reduce
the cost per square foot. He
said supply and demand must
be addressed to make homes
affordable. He touts building
“empty nester friendly” new
units and offering incentives
for Livermore empty nesters
to buy the homes.

“So long as high paying
jobs are within an hour com-
mute, demand will remain
insatiable,” he said. “We need
to work with Sacramento to
consider smart incentives
to distribute Bay Area high
paying jobs to other parts of
California.”

Farley said Livermore’s
Climate Action Plan has made
good strides toward improv-
ing the city’s climate footprint,
but more needs to be done. He
noted that most of that plan is
behind schedule or not started.

“Clean water and clean
energy can be mutually de-
pendent, and water access will
continue to be a major issue
going forward, especially for

(See COUNCIL, page 15)
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a large agricultural city like

Livermore,” Farley said.

He said Livermore is a
“pretty safe city,” but nearby
East Bay cities are experienc-
ing significant crime. He said
he will have zero tolerance
for crime, including low-level
crime, and fully supports law
enforcement doing its job.

Other Issues
» Residents, Farley said,

complain repeatedly about
the white plastic bollards
on East Avenue and poor
lighting on some streets.
He plans to discuss the
issues with City Manager
Marianna Marysheva “to
ensure she knows of these
concerns and see how I can
help address them.”

* The downtown Eden Hous-
ing project was ill-con-
ceived, he said, because
the people it intends to
serve — teachers, public
safety workers, laboratory
employees, city workers,
and skilled labor and union
workers — would not qual-
ify because they earn too
much money.

* “While I support the con-
cept of housing for people
who are struggling, I have
determined that choosing
the downtown site, the
most enviable location in
Livermore, breaks the fair-
ness barrier,” Farley said.
“If I was on council at the
time, I would have strongly
opposed the downtown
location and pushed for
some other location where,
by and large, our residents
would assess the location
to be fair.”

* He added that the council
“should have foreseen the
pushback on a downtown
location for this project,”
and said the public should
have a referendum on the
full project. “The City looks
bad when it tries to play
games with a referendum,
even if technically there is
some legal basis to separate
the components of the Eden
project,” he said.

* He supports programs that
promote rooftop solar, and
incentives for customers to
install solar and receive bill
reductions from PG&E.

* He opposes expanding the
UGB into unincorporat-
ed areas, especially if the
purpose is job creation. He
said Livermore does not
have a jobs problem, “we
have a housing affordability
problem.”

* He supports an open-space
buffer between the “Dub-
lin-style growth and Liver-
more’s preference for less
intrusive growth.”

* Pleasanton and Dublin need
to provide more facilities
for the unhoused popula-
tion to share the responsi-
bility to deal with the issue.

JEFF KASKEY

Aresident since 1981, Jeff
Kaskey said he is running for
City Council because “things
don’t happen unless people
who are able, step up and offer
their time and energy.”

“Not everyone has the time
and resources available, so |
am fortunate to be able to offer
to serve,” he said. “I will use
my decades of civic, commu-
nity and corporate experience
to bring a more collaborative
approach to managing the city
and solving hard community
problems.”

Kaskey said he moved to
Livermore to join the Law-
rence Livermore National
Laboratory. He worked in
technology jobs in Livermore
and Silicon Valley for four de-
cades. He is married and owns
a small company that makes
and sells audio accessories
internationally.

“I love the active and in-
volved community, volunteer-
ing for and supporting many
Livermore nonprofits,” he
said. “I have volunteered with,
and/or served on the boards

DAVID FARLEY

of, the Livermore Heritage

Guild, Livermore Cultur-

al Arts Council, Livermore

Lions, 4-H, and Livermore

Valley Arts. I take frequent

advantage of our walkable

downtown, our diverse restau-
rants, and our surrounding
ranching and agricultural
land. I like that our town
incorporates its heritage into
its modern identity, from the
rodeo and wineries to many
of the historic organizations
and an appreciation for our
historic homes and buildings.”

Top Issues

Citing important issues
facing the city, Kaskey said
Livermore needs to finish the
work of updating downtown,
incorporating “alternatives
that deliver on downtown
low-income housing, as well
as a vibrant, active public
space in the center of our
town.”

“With a council interested
in adopting a collaborative
plan, housing can be placed
where it has been planned
for years: north of Railroad
Avenue in the area defined in
the Downtown Specific Plan
‘Downtown Neighborhood,
North Side,”” Kaskey said.

That includes the Eden
Housing project, which Kas-
key said the development can
be “productively modified to
provide downtown housing
and the public space for a
vibrant downtown center. The
city already defines the area
north of Railroad Avenue as
the Downtown Neighbor-
hood, North Side, so there is
space that the city agrees is
suited for housing.”

On homelessness, he said
the city “already does a lot on
this issue, but like other cit-
ies, we are still working on
answers.” Partnering with
local nonprofit service or-
ganizations is key, he said,
along with providing for
basic needs, including safe
parking. Mental health and
addiction should be dealt
with on a regional level in
partnership with neighbor-
ing cities, the county and
the state.

Kaskey also cited main-
taining roads, lighting, side-
walks, parks and buildings as
a key issue.

“The city has reported an
ongoing deficit in this area,
although they have started
to create and fund reserves
for this purpose,” Kaskey
said. “We need to both track
our maintenance and also
our asset liabilities to make
sure we are funding for the
future”

Other Issues
+ Kaskey cited traffic, light-

ing on East Avenue, and
car, bicycle and pedestrian
safety as important con-
cerns of residents. He said
the bollards on East Avenue
are “almost universally
unpopular.”

* Nothing has happened for
years with the Nob Hill
shopping center, he added.
“The community mem-
bers I talk to would love
to see some form of mar-
ket there,” Kaskey said.
“There are many locals,
including many nearby
apartment dwellers, who
would benefit from a local
market, and the addition of
more housing would only
increase the need.”

* He supports rooftop solar
power generation, in addi-
tion to placing solar panels
in parking lots within the
city’s boundaries. He op-
poses building industrial
solar farms on open space
in county land.

* He sees no compelling
reason to expand the ur-
ban growth boundary.
Besides preserving open
rural space, “the UGB also
encourages us to focus on
thoughtful development
within the boundary, dis-
courages sprawl, and in-
centivizes cleaning up of

JEFF KASKEY
problematic sites within
the city, rather than ignor-
ing them and plowing into
our rural land.”

* Annexing the Crosby Prop-
erty between Dublin and
Livermore is “not much
better than having Dublin
do it”, because a devel-
opment-oriented council
could rezone it. He said
Livermore should negotiate
an agreement with LAFCo
and Dublin to keep the land
as open space.”

DISTRICT 4
TOM SOULES

The controversial Eden
Housing project downtown
and a visit to a downtown
park in Cary, North Caroli-
na, prompted physicist Tom
Soules to run for office. A
Livermore resident since 2002
when he arrived to work at
Lawrence Livermore Nation-
al Laboratory, Soules said he
supports a public referendum
on whether the project should
go forward.

“If the voters voted for the
city plan, the decision would
be made. This is democracy,”
he said.

Soules said public parks in
downtowns across the United
States serve as communi-
ty centers for families and
visitors. He prefers that for
downtown Livermore.

“Why couldn’t Livermore
have such a park, when the
vacant land already exists and
is owned by the city?” he said.

Soules said his background
working in manufacturing for
GE Lighting in Cleveland,
Ohio, and in the scientific
world at LLNL, gives him
experience to understand the
city’s infrastructure needs and
budgets.”

“I have a good under-
standing of what can and
what cannot be done when
one proposes things like elec-
tric airplanes at our airport or
fusion energy,” Soules said.
“I also think my experience
in industry has given me a
more down-to-earth view of
other things. When someone
throws around a word like
‘affordable,” I immediately
ask, “What does that mean?’
And if the answer is less than
30% of your gross income,
(or) the HUD definition, then
I ask where the difference
comes from.”

Soules said he volunteers
for the nonprofit organizations
Open Heart Kitchen, Hage-
mann Ranch and others. He
also tutors five immigrants in
English from China, Taiwan
and Venezuela. He and his
wife, Barbara, have been
married since 1968 and have
two children.

“We love Livermore and
frequent downtown for its
shops and restaurants many
times a week,” he said. “We
also regularly attend shows
at the Bankhead and love the
Vine Theater. We particularly
like the small-town character
of the city and the mixture of
vineyards, rural farms and
high-tech national laborato-
ries. It is certainly an eclectic
combination: rodeos, farmer’s
markets, national lab influenc-
es and a lovely community
college, Las Positas.”

Top Issues

The most pressing issues
for the city, Soules said, are
providing lower-cost housing,
keeping Livermore “a safe
and beautiful city and keeping
its eclectic small-town charac-
ter,” and having a “bottom-up
city government that not only
listens to its citizens, but acts
on their behalf.”

Soules said housing in Liv-
ermore is not affordable. He
proposes increasing the in-lieu
fees on developers to add to
the city’s affordable housing
funds. He said he supports any
affordable housing program.

He said he opposes the
downtown location for Eden
Housing, and moving the
development to a nearby

TOM SOULES

site would have avoided the

litigation and controversy.

Soules said he collected signa-

tures for a referendum on the

whole project, not a portion
of it as the city council had
considered.

“My position on the city’s
apparent goal of submitting
the referendum to only affect
the proposed park is that this
was the city’s way to skirt the
real issue in voters’ minds
and go ahead with what the
city wanted to do anyway,”
he said.

Other Issues
e Term limits exist, Soules

said, because elected of-
ficials sometimes make
moves that disregard citi-
zen’s interests. “I think this
has happened in Livermore
and many of the folks I talk-
ed to as I go door-to-door
say Livermore is heading in
the wrong direction. They
like Livermore, but they
liked it a lot more before.”

* He strongly supports roof-
top solar panels, which he
has on his roof. He believes
the locations for utility scale
solar farms outside the city
must be carefully stud-
ied and located in regions
where they are not harmful
to the environment.

* Heis opposed to expanding
the UGB, saying “we do
not want urban sprawl or
a high-rise jungle.” There
is no need to annex the
Greenville area outside the
city’s limits because there is
enough space for residential
development and residen-
tial renovation within the
UGB, he said.

* He would like to maintain
open space between Dublin
and Livermore at the Cros-
by Property and as a council
member, he will examine
“all the options to keep as
much of the space open as
possible.”

KRISTIE WANG

Kristie Wang, who has
served on the Livermore
Valley Joint Unified School
District board since 2020, is
seeking to bring her public
service experience to the city’s
government.

Wang called this a “time
of challenge and opportunity
for our city, as we finalize our
General Plan for the next 20
years, fulfill state mandates
on housing, address infra-
structure needs, and face the
impact of a hotter and drier
climate.”

“I want to bring to the city
my training and experience
in policy making, as well as
connections and relationships
I’ve developed with commu-
nity leaders and our elected
representatives in the city
and regionally,” Wang said.
“I have the skills, knowledge
and governing experience to
bring our community together
to move the city forward.”

A Tri-Valley resident for
25 years, Wang and her family
moved from Dublin to Liver-
more 18 years ago. She said
the pace of Dublin’s devel-
opment negatively impacted
their quality of life.

“We liked Livermore’s
commitment to open space
and thoughtful growth and
planning,” she said. “It’s part
of the character of our city.
We also value the engaged
community of Livermore,
with its high spirit of volun-
teerism and love of the arts
and multiculturalism.”

Top Issues

Wang identified the
most critical issues fac-
ing the city as affordable
housing, asset management
and climate resilience. To
address them, she said,
she will consider the city’s
“needs, existing laws and
regulations, and commu-
nity interests to develop
thoughtful, forward-think-
ing plans and budgets to
preserve the character of
Livermore, while moving

KRISTIE WANG

our city forward.”

In addressing District 4’s
needs, Wang said she has
spent months listening to
its residents, business own-
ers and community leaders,
some of whom are longtime
residents and others who
are new.

“The issues that have
come up most often are
downtown development,
the future of our wine indus-
try and local economy, and
neighborhood traffic safety
and efficiency,” Wang said.
“Most are pleased with the
direction of the city and city
leadership and would like to
see our local businesses —
including our wineries — be
supported so they can sustain
and thrive. This includes
needed infrastructure, as
well as downtown and wine
country hotels.”

Wang said her academic
training and professional ex-
perience are in public policy
at all levels of government,
and she has built strong and
positive relationships with
community leaders and elect-
ed officials in Livermore and
beyond. She serves on the
Livermore Climate Action
Team (LCAT), a community
group composed of residents,
business owners, represen-
tatives of the National Labs
and local nonprofit groups
working to support the city’s
Climate Action Plan.

“I have a track record of
working with people across
boundaries,” Wang said. “I’ve
demonstrated this through
my effective leadership to
eliminate vape products from
the Tri-Valley and helping to
lead our school district out of
the pandemic.”

Other Issues
* Itistime to build the “much

needed” Eden Housing
project approved by past
city councils and held up
in the courts. Wang said
that over the last year, she
has spoken to residents and
the majority wish to move
forward with the develop-
ment “because people want
progress, and we need it
for our city’s workers and
employers.”

+ She supports affordable
housing for all income
levels, which she said is
critical for employers and
public safety leadership’s
ability to recruit and retain
workers. A city needs a mix
of inclusionary housing and
those built with in-lieu fees,
because the latter better
serves those at low-income
levels as well as renters,
she said.

* Many school parking lots
are covered with solar pan-
els and she “would gen-
erally support efforts to
incentivize the use of solar
panels within Livermore’s
built environment.”

* The UGB is the “reason
many of us moved here.”
She added there is no com-
pelling proposal to break
the UGB by annexing the
land east of Greenville
Road.

* She is disappointed Dub-
lin is looking to develop
the Crosby Property that
serves as an open space
buffer between the two
cities. Dublin, she said,
should honor its agreement
with Livermore to jointly
develop Dublin Boule-
vard. If Dublin’s Measure
II passes, she said, “we’ll
be at the beginning of a
long process with plenty
of opportunities for the two
cities to cooperate.”

* The city’s infrastructure
priorities are “those that
involve our most critical
public safety needs, such
as water and sewer systems,
roads, and traffic signals.”

MAYOR

JOHN MARCHAND
Livermore Mayor John

Marchand, who served as

JOHN MARCHAND

Livermore’s mayor from 2011
to 2020 and was reelected to
the post in 2022, is seeking
another term. He is running
unopposed. He previously
sat on the city council for six

years, starting in 2005.

A 40-year resident,
Marchand said he loves the
city and believes the city de-
serves proven and effective
leadership.

Top Issues

“There are a few proj-
ects that I think are critically
important to Livermore and
I want to bring them over
the finish line,” Marchand
said. “Among them are Eden
Housing, Valley Link (the
proposed hydrogen-powered
train running from Pleasanton
to Stockton) ... the down-
town Wine Country Hotel
and the Wine Country Inn.
Public safety continues to be
a top priority, as well as asset
management and the infra-
structure necessary to support
the long-term success of our
wine region.”

Marchand said he has
been paying down Liver-
more’s long-term pension
liability and balancing its
budget, while neighboring
cities are increasing sales
taxes to fund basic services;
building a new fire station
and emergency operations
center; approving five parks;
acquiring 58 pieces of public
art at no public expense; and
converting 27,800 —square
feet of turf on city property
into a low water-use land-
scape. The city also was
ranked one of the 20 safest
suburbs in the country “be-
cause of our strategic invest-
ments in public safety under
my leadership.”

During his next two-year
term, Marchand said his focus
will be on public safety, infra-
structure and quality of life.

“Under my leadership
we will be making signifi-
cant capital improvements
in support of public safety,
such as Fire Station Number
6 modernization and our Po-
lice Building renovations,”
he said. “We will continue
to focus on our sound fiscal
policies and strategic asset
management.”

Other Issues
* The city is meeting its obli-

gations for state-mandated
housing requirements, in-
cluding the Isabel neighbor-
hood plan, the approval of
almost 1,300 units, includ-
ing 300 deemed affordable.

* He will continue to push
for completion of the con-
troversial Eden Housing
project in downtown Liv-
ermore. Voters, he said
“have consistently sup-
ported the Council ac-
tions with respect to Eden
Housing.”

* He supports the UGB and
only voters can choose to
adjustit. He said the city has
no plans to develop the area
east of Greenville Road.

* Livermore has applied
twice to the Local Agency
Formation Commission
(LAFCo) to keep the Cros-
by Property that separates
Livermore and Dublin as
open space. Livermore is
still negotiating with Dub-
lin, which says it wants to
develop the area to help pay
for the eastward extension of
Dublin Boulevard. If Dublin
annexes the land to Doolan
Canyon, Marchand said,
Livermore will provide no
funding for the extension.

* The city is working to
obtain grants to support
its Climate Action Plan,
which would include plac-
ing solar power-generating
shade structures over park-
ing lots.

“I'love our community and
I’m proud to serve as the May-
or of Livermore,” Marchand
said. “We have a great city and
I will continue to devote my
expertise and energy to make
it even more successful.”
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As Tri-Valley Population Declines, Cities Turn to Housing

By Vivien Lucia Wenneker

The population of Liv-
ermore and Pleasanton has
been declining for five years,
according to data released by
the U.S. Census Bureau in
September. The data comes
from the American Com-
munity Survey, an annual
estimate of population across
the country conducted by
the Census, which shows a
steadily declining population
in the Tri-Valley.

And the likely culprit: a
lack of available housing.

According to the survey,
Livermore’s population in
2023 was 82,899, compared
with 90,188 in 2019, a drop of
8%. Pleasanton, whose popu-
lation was 74,660 in 2023, had
fallen from 81,794, a drop of
8.7%. That’s more than twice
the size of Alameda County’s
population decline as a whole.
The county’s population has
fallen 3% since 2019 to 1.6
million, and even California’s
population has been falling,
dropping 1.3% in that time to
38.9 million residents.

In the Tri-Valley, only
Dublin has a larger population
than it did four years ago:
69,129 1n 2024, 12.9% higher
than 2019’s figure, 61,240.
Despite this fact, Dublin’s
population has slid since its
2020 peak, just not below its
2019 level.

“While our population
may have declined a bit, we

are not concerned,” said Shari
Jackman, communications
manager for the City of Dub-
lin. “Dublin offers a high
quality of life with high-
ly rated schools, beautiful
homes, proximity to top jobs
(including two BART stations
for commuters), more than
25 beautiful parks and an
expansive trails network, and
wonderful shopping centers.
It is a very desirable place
to live, and we expect more
people to discover Dublin.”

Population decline is nota
new pattern at the state level,
as increasingly more Cali-
fornians move to other states
such as Texas, Arizona, Ne-
vada and Florida, according
to Census data reported on by
numerous media outlets, in-
cluding by The San Francisco
Chronicle in 2023. The high
cost of living in California is
often cited as the reason for
out-migration.

Lack of available hous-
ing — and by extension, the
rising prices for what housing
is available — is also a driver
of population trends.

A March 2024 report from
Livermore’s Planning Depart-
ment states that while there
was a definite population
decline during the pandem-
ic, the overall number of
households in the city has
continued to grow, “so much
so that housing vacancy fell to
just 3.6%.” According to the
Livermore General Plan Eco-

nomics Existing Conditions
report, housing availability
has since declined alongside
population growth, making
the market more competitive
and harder to buy into overall.

Since 2010, there has been
an increase of approximately
2,800 housing units in Liver-
more, according to the city’s
report, and despite those units
being quickly swallowed up,
the number of households in
Livermore has continued to
grow from 31,300 in 2019
to 32,000 in 2023. All the
Tri-Valley cities have lower
vacancy rates than Alameda
County at large, the report
stated, with Livermore be-
ing the lowest at 3%, while
Pleasanton and Dublin are
both at 4%.

Additionally, 70% of Liv-
ermore homes are owner-oc-
cupied, the report said, and
it lags significantly behind
Dublin and Pleasanton in
building townhouses and
buildings with five or more
housing units since 2013,
which tend to stimulate pop-
ulation growth by attracting
younger residents.

“Significantly higher in-
terest rates are leading more
people to stay in their homes,
and consequently less people
are selling their homes now,”
said Bradley Bettridge, a po-
litical science professor at Las
Positas College.

And housing prices contin-
ue to climb. The average sale

price of ahome in Livermore,
according to Zillow, is $1.16
million, which is lower than
that of Dublin and Pleasanton,
with $1.37 million and $1.67
million, respectively. Liver-
more’s average home price
has risen 9.6% since 2023.

“This is a considerable
amount of money for most
people,” Bettridge said. “You
need to be either moving from
your starter home to Liver-
more, after you’ve made some
money on it. Or, you have to
be getting one of those tech/
engineering salaries.” This
makes it harder for younger
people, those from immigrant
backgrounds or others who
are just starting out, to buy
into the Tri-Valley market.

A result of this gradual
shift in demographics is that
residents tend to be older, at
least in their 30s, by the time
they can consider buying a
home in the Tri-Valley. The
median age of the population
in Livermore has already
been trending upward slightly,
increasing from 39 in 2011
to 40.3 in 2022. According
to the American Community
Survey data, 30.6% of Liv-
ermore’s population in 2023
were between the ages of
30-49 years old. In Dublin, it
was 37.7% and in Pleasanton,
29%. The numbers in this
age bracket for all three cities
were considerably higher than
any other age group and have
increased since 2019.

All Tri-Valley cities, in
their respective general plans
and most recent housing ele-
ments of those plans, recog-
nize the need for more afford-
able housing options in order
to maintain their current popu-
lations and stimulate econom-
ic growth. And all the cities,
as part of the Association
of Bay Area Governments’
Regional Housing Needs
Allocation Plan, are required
to build more units over the
next decade to accommodate
future anticipated growth:
Dublin’s allocation is 3,719
units, Livermore’s 4,570, and
Pleasanton’s 5,965 units.

The mandates also spec-
ify how many of those units
should be targeted at people
with very low incomes (de-
fined as less than half the area
median income), low incomes
(between 50% to 80%), mod-
erate incomes (80%-120%)
and above moderate incomes.

In July, the Livermore City
Council approved the Isabel
Crossing project, to build
1,299 new condominium
units, out of which 363 will
be affordable, southwest of
Portola and Isabel Avenue.
The construction is expected
to begin later this year and to
take multiple years to com-
plete.

In addition, Dublin ap-
proved the Dublin Centre
housing project last May,
which will build 500 new
homes along Tassajara Road,

Gleason Drive, Brannigan
Street and Dublin Boulevard.
The development is set to
begin later this year and is ex-
pected to be completed in late
2025. The project will include
up to 100 affordable housing
units, as well as 105 accessory
dwelling units that will be
deed-restricted to low- and
moderate-income people. The
proposed Dublin Commons
project could eventually add
as many as 1,500 more units.

Pleasanton City Council
is currently deliberating the
annexation of land in East
Pleasanton, on which it may
build up to 733 new housing
units, with 114 reserved for
low-income households. The
city also approved a project
for senior housing develop-
ment near Foothill Road in
July, which will have 110 new
homes, including 18 afford-
able units. However, there is
still a pause on the Stoneridge
Mall housing project, which
the Pleasanton City Council
hopes will contribute sig-
nificantly to the city’s future
housing stock, with an initial
allocation of up to 1,170 hous-
ing units.

Though these efforts mark
a clear step in the direction of
addressing the need for avail-
able housing, which is directly
related to the general decline
in population, Tri-Valley cities
likely will need to take other
steps to meet their needs and
their mandates.

MAYOR
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a beautiful city because of
people that have leaders
who have always chosen the
long-term investments over
time to make it better in the
future,” said Balch. “I am
concerned we have not been
doing that, and that is some-
thing I think we need to get
back to, being a well-man-
aged city looking (out) for
our long-term growth and
prospects.”

The two have served
alongside each other —
Balch on the city council
and Brown as mayor — since
2020, at times presenting op-
posing views across the dais
as the council grappled with
deteriorating city financ-
es, requirements to provide
more housing, and evolving
drinking water regulations.

Financial Headwinds

Sales and hotel tax rev-
enues depressed by the
pandemic and the loss of
businesses in Stoneridge
Shopping Center and other
locations have converged
with rapid inflation and ris-
ing pension liabilities to
form an uncertain financial
future for the city over the
next eight years. Financial
forecasts show the City of
Pleasanton losing an aver-
age of $13 million annually
beginning in the next fiscal
year, causing the city to look
hard at its expenses and to
search for new revenues.

“This was all new infor-
mation for the entire city
council and for, I would say,
the rest of the city,” said
Brown, referring to a 2021
audit — presented to the
council for the first time last
month —that revealed insuf-
ficient reserves for overdue
infrastructure maintenance,
such as for its water, sew-
er and road systems. “So,
it was surprising; it was
disappointing. But most of
all, I was disappointed in
the leadership that withheld
critical information for those
ofus on the council to use to

make good decisions about
our financial health.”

Nelson Fialho, Pleasan-
ton’s previous city manager,
retired in November 2021
after serving 17 years in
the role. After a temporary
term held by Assistant City
Manager Brian Dolan, Ger-
ry Beaudin, Pleasanton’s
former community develop-
ment director, took the city
manager role in May 2022.

So far, $18.9 million has
been cut from the city’s cap-
ital improvement budget and
another $2.5 million in cuts
through city staff streamlin-
ing. But even with those cuts,
the city still expects to see a
deficit of at least $13 million
per year extending into the
future. Brown believes that
a sales tax increase is need-
ed to address the remaining
portion of the city’s deficit.
She supports Measure PP
— a half-percent sales-tax
increase within the city to
help alleviate its budget
difficulties.

In July, the council, with
only Balch opposed, ap-
proved the placement of
Measure PP on this year’s
ballot. City staff have esti-
mated that bumping the city’s
sales tax rate from 10.25% to
10.75%, if approved, would
generate an additional $10
million in annual revenue for
the city. Proponents list the
city’s emergency response
and disaster preparedness as
the first beneficiaries of the
increase.

“Four of us said, clearly
this should be a decision that
is made by the residents,”
said Brown. “I stand with
our firefighters, with our
police officers and with our
employee union that, in order
to maintain the quality of our
community, we should pass
the half-cent sales tax.”

But Balch questioned
whether other financial av-
enues — such as changes to
the city’s developer impact
fees — had been explored
sufficiently before turning

to taxpayers. He also asked
staff for more clarity from
their models, which included
the city’s deficit possibly bal-
looning to over $20 million
per year in the event of a
recession.

“If we could have built
trust by taking a few more
steps, if we could have ad-
justed the model to show
how it is very accurate based

Jack Balch

on inputs — less sensitive
to any of these assumptions,
not one of them being a sig-
nificant factor — maybe that
would have helped bring a
lot more of the community
along,” said Balch.

Balch has also voted
against recent city-budget
adoptions on the grounds that
they should have included
more cost cuts to spread out
the load. His votes included
opposition to a decision
to spend over $10 million
towards a new skatepark
and the remodeling of the
Century House.

“For me, I was not able to
support the last three years of
budgets, because they aren’t
doing what I thought would
have been strong enough and
necessary to provide the best
glide path we could for fi-
nancial success,” said Balch.

In addition to impact fees,
Balch has suggested placing
school-district properties
already slated for housing
on the city’s property-tax
roll, revisiting architectural
standards to encourage de-

velopment, and exploring
other projects at Stoneridge
as other ways to add city
revenues.

Housing

Balch supports zoning for
the missing middle — af-
fordable-by-design duplexes
and triplexes aimed at family
starter homes. He feels that
Pleasanton has artificially

suppressed its growth, partly
contributing to the rise in
housing prices that should
have foretold rising city
expenses.

“How could we not as-
sume that then raises and oth-
er things like cost of living or
salaries would need to raise
accordingly?” said Balch.
“Our employees need to be
able to afford to live here
and afford to live overall,
and the cost of housing is a
big factor.”

In 2021, the Association
of Bay Area Governments
assigned Pleasanton a man-
date to allow for some 6,000
new housing units through
2031, almost triple its re-
quirement during the previ-
ous eight-year cycle.

Brown pointed to active
development projects on
Santa Rita and Hopyard
roads, and the Rose Pavilion
as evidence that the city is on
track to meet its state man-
dated requirements. Discus-
sions to build housing at the
Stoneridge Shopping Center
also remain ongoing, she

continued, although rising
interest rates and construc-
tion costs have slowed the
process.

The California Depart-
ment of Housing and Com-
munity Development ap-
proved Pleasanton’s latest
housing element in August
2023.

While Brown remains ad-
amantly against moving the
city’s urban growth bound-
ary, Balch said he would
consider discussions on a
change if the city’s east side
developments came online,
while still noting that much
of the city’s UGB is already
protected as parkland or
open space and not open to
development.

PFAS Contamination

In November 2022, Pleas-
anton shut down the remain-
ing two of its three ground-
water wells due to discovery
of PFAS contamination in
the area’s aquifer. While the
city originally planned to
build treatment facilities at
those wells, rising costs and
ever more stringent drinking
water regulations caused the
city to partner with Zone 7,
the Tri-Valley’s water man-
ager, to build three new wells
in southwest Pleasanton.

The city has since ob-
tained all of its water from
Zone 7, which has led North-
ern California in PFAS re-
moval.

“There is PFAS or Teflon
still on many people’s pans
in their cupboards, make-
up, fire suppression foam,
food wrappers,” said Brown.
“There is PFAS in many
areas of our lives. But there
is no PFAS in our drinking
water. None.”

In May, the council unan-
imously approved a $19
million bond to finance new
wells, pumps and pipes.
Both Brown and Balch also
support test wells, which
are expected to be started
this year.

Brown and Balch did

disagree on a 30% water rate
hike last November, when
Balch, along with Coun-
cilmember Valerie Arkin,
opposed the increase based
on its magnitude.

Brown, however, felt the
increase was necessary.

“Three people on this
council made the very diffi-
cult decision to bring water
rates into where they should
have been, which is a sus-
tainable point in water,” she
said. “Otherwise, we would
have been insolvent in two
years. | needed to make the
tough decision to bring our
water rates into a sustainable
fund balance.”

Availability and Conduct

Brown emphasized that,
despite its pay of just $1,400
per month, the mayoral role
is a full-time job and ques-
tioned whether Balch has
the time. In addition to her
commitments to sitting on 10
boards, Brown has taken nu-
merous trips to Sacramento
and Washington, D.C., with
the mayors of neighboring
Danville, San Ramon, Liver-
more and Dublin to advocate
for the Tri-Valley.

“We’ve been successful
in garnering funding for the
region and for modifying
some bills that are going
through the state and adjust-
ing them so that they’re in
line with the values of the
Tri-Valley,” said Brown.
“I’m really proud of that. I
work very well with those
other leaders.”

Balch pointed to his con-
duct as chair of the Ava
Community Energy Board,
as well as his actions on the
Pleasanton City Council, as
how he differs from Brown.

“We run meetings differ-
ently and we have a different
opinion on a lot of things,”
he said. “I tried to provide
the voters with a clear under-
standing of my perspective
and how I conduct myself
and expect a high level of re-
spect and decorum to occur.”

FOOTHILL
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from U.S. Congressman
Eric Swalwell who stressed
the importance of voting
and participating in the
electoral process.

“In Congress, we are
doing the work so that all
Americans can exercise
their rights to participate
in elections ... [ encourage
you to stay vigilant and
be invested in our voting
processes,” Swalwell said.

Pleasanton Mayor Karla
Brown and City Coun-
cilmember Jack Balch,
who are both running for

mayor, also encouraged
students to get involved
in the political process on
a local, state and federal
level.

“When you vote,” Balch
said to the students. “You
are not just expressing
your views you are lifting
your voice to have your
perspective be counted ...
your vote chooses leaders
who are going to decide en-
vironmental issues, quality
issues of life, all the things
that are important to you
are advanced through your

vote.”

Brown harkened back to
John F. Kennedy’s inaugu-
ral address in 1960.

“Years ago I had a
knock on my door and it
was about a PG&E pow-
erline that was going to
go right down my street,”
Brown said “I raised my
hand and I got involved
and, just like John F. Ken-
nedy, I did not ask what my
community could do for
me, I thought ‘What could
do for my community? I
thought what can I do, how

can I get involved?’ And
you know what? We took
on PG&E and we won.”
Brown encouraged stu-
dents to shadow members
of their local government
and school boards, to see
how the process works
and to become involved,
adding, “Register: it means
so much to your future.”

For students like Damon
Decker, 18, a first-time
voter, the rally was just the
next step in his inaugural
voting experience.

“I am definitely going to

vote this year,” said Deck-
er. “It is very important
that I know I can make a
change in my nation and
participate in the demo-
cratic system. Especially
now that there is a lot of
controversy around the
candidates. It is very im-
portant that we have new
people who are not just
influenced by the politics
of 30 years ago.”

John Edwards, 16, is
pre-registered to vote. He
says today’s politics and
election outcome are crit-

ical for the next election
in 2028.

“You want to vote with
a thought to the future,” he
said. “It’s important for the
next generation.”

Mina Hamza, 16, said
that although she can’t vote
in this upcoming election,
she is watching both can-
didates carefully.

“I am very interested
in politics because it’s
important to vote and un-
derstand that every vote
counts in order to make a
difference,” she said.
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Dublin Holds Onto Early Lead, Defeats Foothill High

By Phil Jensen

Dublin High School
football coach Napoleon
Kaufman has nicknamed
Ethan Kennedy “The Slim
Reaper.”

Kennedy sure did some
reaping against host Foot-
hill on Oct. 12. The senior
cornerback/wide receiver,
listed on MaxPreps.com
as 6-foot-1-inch and 175
pounds, returned a perfect-
ly-timed interception 64
yards for what turned out to
be the winning touchdown
in an 18-14 Gaels victory.

“He’s areally good foot-
ball player. He just makes
plays,” said Kaufman, the
former Oakland Raider in
his first season as Dublin’s
coach. “I’m proud of him.”

Kennedy flew in front
of a Foothill receiver right
before a pass got to him
and continued at top speed
down the field with 3 min-
utes, 54 seconds left in the
first half for an 18-0 Dublin
lead.

“I saw the pick coming
because they ran (the play)
earlier in the game,” said
Kennedy, who then said
about plays like this, “A lot
of it is just in the moment,
just trying to read the game
and the situation and the
down marker.”

Dublin, which improved
to 2-5 overall and 1-0 in the
East Bay Athletic League
Valley Division, hosts
Granada (2-4, 0-0) in a

division game on Oct. 18
at 7:15 p.m. Foothill (3-4,
0-1) travels to play Dough-
erty Valley (2-5, 0-1) on
Oct. 18 at 7 p.m.

The Gaels scored on
the opening possession of
the game against Foothill.
Rome Raymore bolted
down the left sideline on
a 55-yard touchdown run.
The Gaels, however, then
missed the first of three
point-after-touchdown
plays.

Dublin ended a 46-yard
drive on the first play of the
second quarter with a one-
yard touchdown run by An-
dre Armendariz. Kennedy
returned his interception
into the end zone later
in the quarter. The Gaels
produced 140 of their 252
total yards, and all of their
points, in the first half.

“I thought we left a
lot of meat on the bone,”
said Kaufman, referring to
Dublin scoring opportuni-
ties. “But I’m proud of the
kids. They fought hard,
were resilient, and they
finished the game and got
the stop.”

Foothill scored on the
last play of the first half on
a three-yard run by quar-
terback Jason Knight. The
PAT pass failed, but the
Falcons took the opening
possession of the second
half 68 yards into the end
zone, when Knight sent
a perfectly placed pass
to Michael O’Donoghue

for a 26-yard touchdown.
O’Donoghue made a great
catch at approximately the
5-yard line and went into
the end zone with 10:28
left in the third quarter. A
two-point conversion pass
from Knight to George
Schmitt narrowed the score
to 18-14.

But there would be no
more scoring in the game.
Foothill’s final drive start-
ed at its own 18 and took
more than 5:30 off the
clock, but stalled on a
fourth-down incompletion
at the Dublin 11 with 3:44
left in the game.

On the next series, Ar-
mendariz made a smart
decision to help clinch the
win. The junior ran for a
first down on the Gaels’
second play, but he slid
inbounds after 16 yards
rather than going out of
bounds, which kept the
clock running. Armendariz
carried the ball on Dublin’s
final five plays of the game
(including another first
down with 30 seconds re-
maining) and finished with
a game-high 127 yards on
the ground.

“l want him with the
ball because you see that,”
said Kaufman, referring
to Armendariz’s slide and
that most players would
have gone out of bounds.

O’Donoghue produced
a game-high 10 receptions
for 121 yards for Foothill,
including the first six of

Knight’s 11 completions.
Schmitt added a team-
high 68 yards rushing, and
teammate Amaree Hill
added 41 yards on the

ground. Foothill had 237
total yards in the game.
Defensively, Foothill re-
ceived an interception by
Ryan Mayer.

Anthony Pickens paced
Dublin in receiving with
three catches for 26 yards.
Defensively, Dhruv Vootku-
ri had a sack for the Gaels.

Dublin High School junior Andre Armendariz plows through a tackle in Friday night’s
victory over Foothill. Armendariz ran for 127 yards during the game. (Photo — Doug

Jorgensen)
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Granada High goalie Olivia Theile stretches for the ball in the Saturday matchup
against Dougherty Valley. The Matadors hosted the Wildcats in the Pink Out for Breast
Cancer Awareness Month game, featuring pink balls, caps, swimsduits (for the boys)
and sunscreen. Granada defeated Dougherty Valley 12-2. (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

HARTFORD
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ulates that Livermore of-
ficials must “meet and
confer” with CBG before
using the funds. The City
Council’s July 22 approval
of the Hartford Hills pur-
chase followed a months-
long disagreement over
failed efforts of the city
and CBG to meet. In its
vote, the council included
the caveat that City Man-
ager Marianna Marysheva
could use money from an
alternative fund.

Livermore officials said
Monday that DVSA funds
were used for the property
transaction, which closed
escrow on Oct. 10. The
city declined to comment
on the complaint.

The DVSA Fund was
established after CBG
members filed a lawsuit
against the Zone 7 Water
Agency for deciding to de-
liver water to a 5,170-unit
development outside its
jurisdiction in Contra Cos-
ta County. A settlement
to the suit required the
developer to pay nearly
$5.2 million to Livermore
as an open space conser-
vation fee.

CBG contends in its
complaint that the city
never met with the group
following the announce-
ment in December that the
city was seeking to buy
three parcels, including
Hartford Hills. One plan
to buy one of the parcels,
the “Jesus Saves” prop-
erty overlooking I-580,
was ultimately scrapped,

but Livermore obtained
grants from the Altamont
Landfill Open Space Com-
mittee (ALOSC) toward
purchasing the Hartford
Hills parcel and a vacant
125-acre site on Green-
ville Road south of I-580.

Under Livermore’s pur-
chase plans approved by
the City Council, the city
opted to use $856,000 from
its Open Space account to-
ward the Greenville Road
site, and $980,000 from
the DVSA Fund toward
Hartford Hills.

During a July 8 City
Council meeting, the panel
delayed its vote to ap-
prove the Hartford Hills
purchase after CBG pres-
ident Michael Ferrucci
said during public com-
ments that the vote would
violate the DVSA. At the
time, Ferrucci would not
indicate the reason for
the violation, but Mayor
John Marchand questioned
whether it was because
CBG had not met with city
officials.

Marchand said the city
had tried, but CBG was not
cooperative.

“The city, as I under-
stand, has been reaching
out to CBG for months
and has not received a
response,” Marchand said
during the meeting. “So,
(Ferrucci’s) calling it a
violation, I presume, be-
cause we haven’t been in
touch with them, although
it's my understanding we
have made numerous over-

tures to CBG.”

The council agreed to
postpone the vote to July
22 to offer another chance
for a meeting.

According to CBG’s
complaint, Livermore
city staff first requested a
meeting on Dec. 11, 2023.
CBG, the complaint said,
wanted more information
about the potential pur-
chase before meeting with
the city. The two entities
then engaged in a lengthy
back-and-forth that con-
tinued into April without
ameeting. CBG contended
city staff had not provided
the necessary information
the group “required for a
responsible review of the
proposed expenditure of
DVSA funds.”

The complaint said Liv-
ermore officials requested
a meeting following the
July 8 City Council meet-
ing, but CBG said the
group needed more time to
confer with its attorneys. A
meeting was never held,
and the council approved
the Hartford Hills pur-
chase two weeks later.

The complaint asks a
judge to declare that Liv-
ermore violated the DVSA
agreement; order the city
to replenish DVSA funds;
and compel the city to
comply with the DVSA in
future transactions.

The case was assigned
to Judge Jenna Whitman
and scheduled for an ini-
tial hearing on March 18,
2025.

CONGRESS
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Eric Swalwell

hydrogen-powered public
transport rail line in the
country,” Swalwell said.
“We’ve rallied support
from all levels of govern-
ment and I will continue
to fight for less congestion
in our communities and
safer air to breathe for our
families.”

Swalwell said he has
secured more than $23.5
million in funding in 2023
and 2024 to support 30
local projects that include
removing forever chem-
icals from the water sup-
ply, constructing hydrogen
fueling stations for public
transportation, and build-
ing affordable and support-
ive housing.

“I’ve also supported
numerous bills to improve
public safety,” Swalwell
said. “I voted for the Bi-
partisan Safer Communi-
ties Act, which will help
combat gun violence, im-
prove access to mental
health care, and help equip
schools with resources to
keep kids safe. I was also
proud to support a package
of public safety bills to
invest in law enforcement
and community violence
intervention to keep our
communities safe.”

Should Democrats re-
take the majority in Con-
gress and Vice President
Kamala Harris win the
presidency, Swalwell said
he will focus on expanding
gun violence protections,
including reauthorizing an
assault weapons ban. He
also will focus on housing
affordability and helping
the Harris Administration
enact its housing plan to
increase the supply of
multi-housing and sin-
gle-family housing. Swal-
well added he will work to
grow the number of small
businesses, making it eas-
ier for them to expand,
including increasing the
tax credit for new small
businesses.

If Republicans keep
control of Congress and
former President Donald
Trump wins the White
House, Swalwell — an

outspoken Trump crit-
ic who filed suit against
him following the Jan. 6
insurrection — said he
will “work to protect our
democracy and the rule of
law and seek compromise
to mitigate policies that
hurt the middle class and
small business.”

Swalwell serves on
the House Judiciary and
Homeland Security Com-
mittees.

In other issues, Swal-
well said he will continue
to support voting rights
and will “never compro-
mise on ensuring that
women have the freedom
to decide what happens to
their bodies.”

“No government offi-
cial should be supervis-
ing the decisions made
between women and their
doctors,” Swalwell said.

; - |
Vin Kruttiventi
Vin Kruttiventi

Republican Vin Krut-
tiventi said Swalwell is
“completely absorbed
by Washington’s power
games and the noise of
cable news, obsessed with
Trump while ignoring the
real needs of the people
back home.”

“Our small businesses
have been abandoned, left
to struggle under crushing
burdens while he turns
a blind eye,” Kruttiventi
said. “This isn’t about
Democrat or Republican.
It’s about who is actually
fighting for the people,
and whether that fight is
working. Our community
is sinking under rising
crime, unaffordable hous-
ing, soaring inflation, and
homelessness. What does
Swalwell do? He votes
against the very measures
that would ease the pain
for small businesses and
struggling families. He’s
not here for us — he’s
mingling with the elite,
rubbing elbows with ce-
lebrities while ignoring
the people he swore to
serve.”

Kruttiventi said that
unlike “career politicians,”
he comes from the “real

world of business.” Krut-
tiventi owns A5, a business
and technology consulting
firm, and lives with his
family in Pleasanton.

“I’ve built companies
from the ground up, cre-
ated jobs, and balanced
budgets,” he said. “I’ve
seen firsthand what the
pandemic and inflation
have done to our small
businesses. These aren’t
just numbers on a spread-
sheet to me — they’re peo-
ple, families, and dreams
struggling to survive.”

Kruttiventi, who chairs
a foundation that aids non-
profit organizations in the
Tri-Valley region, said he
has “helped businesses get
back on their feet, guiding
nonprofits to thrive” and
said he will “take that fight
to a much larger scale” in
Congress.

He cited housing af-
fordability and homeless-
ness, safer neighborhoods
and economic prosperity
as his top issues.

“Our neighbors are be-
ing priced out of their
homes, families are left
struggling, and too many
are forced to sleep on the
streets,” he said. “Crime
has crept into our once-
safe neighborhoods, mak-
ing us feel less secure in
the places we call home.
Meanwhile, economic
prosperity remains a dis-
tant dream for too many
hardworking families. This
is where career politicians
have failed us.”

In the 14th District,
Kruttiventi said special
economic zones should
be created in San Lean-
dro, San Lorenzo, Hay-
ward and Union City to
attract new public and
private investments. He
said he wants to bring
“cutting-edge tools like
Al, predictive analyt-
ics, and drones to law
enforcement, funded by
federal grants “to fight
crime before it happens.”

Kruttiventi said cit-
ies in the East Bay are
facing budget shortfalls
and “bonds and measures
are flooding the ballots,
threatening to raise taxes
on hardworking families.”

“This isn’t a long-term
solution,” he said. “We
need to create real avenues
for economic growth, so
these cities don’t have
to rely solely on proper-
ty taxes. We need strong
sales tax revenue generat-
ed by thriving businesses
to maintain and enhance
essential services for every
resident.”
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passage of the measure commit
the city to a course of action.

No on Measure Il

The ballot title and summa-
ry of Measure I are deceptive,
said Seth Adams, a spokesper-
son for the No on Measure 11
campaign and the director of
land conservation with Save
Mount Diablo.

“It’s exactly the opposite
of what this measure would
do,” Adams said. “You’re de-
stroying open space; you’re
increasing traffic; and you’re
increasing air pollution.”

Passage of Measure II is
not necessary to complete the
road, Adams said. This is more
of a giveaway to developers,
whose developments would
pay for Dublin’s share of the
road extension.

“They’re trying to have
their cake and eat it, too, by
conflating the road with the
project,” Adams said.

What the city is expecting
if the measure passes is that
the narrowest portion of the
open space corridor between
Dublin and Livermore would
be the site of something akin
to an Amazon distribution
warehouse, similar to what’s
in Tracy. At the same time, the
city has no agreements with
any developers that would back
up its promises.

“There’s not a thing to hold
the developer to any of their
promises,” Adams said.

The city also has not per-
formed the necessary environ-
mental review, claiming that
thereisno “‘project”’ to trigger the
requirements under the Califor-

OBITUARIES

Walter Gewing passed away
at the age of 94 2 on Oct. 11,
2024, in Pleasanton, California.
Born on April 28, 1930, in Leo-
ben, Austria, Walter's early life
took a dramatic turn when his
family fled to Shanghai, one
of the few places that accepted
Jewish refugees during the
Holocaust. He and his family
spent a decade in the Shanghai
Ghetto before finally receiving
permission to emigrate to the
United States.

After settling in San Fran-
cisco, Walter met Anna, the
love of his life. They soon
married, raising three children
and sharing a long, fulfilling
life together. Over the years,
they moved from San Francisco
to San Ramon and eventually to
Stoneridge Creek Retirement
Community in Pleasanton.

Walter built a successful
career with Prudential Insur-

Walter Gewing
April 28,1930 — Oct. 11, 2024

ance, and after retiring, devoted
his time to traveling, family,
his beloved dog Dixon, Torah
study, improv classes, baking,
friendships, gardening, and —
by his own humorous admis-
sion — “stagnating.” Walter
most recently found new love
as well.

Known for his sharp wit,

nia Environmental Quality Act.
This triggered a lawsuit from
Save Mount Diablo. A hearing
has been scheduled for Nov. 7.

Measure JJ

Measure JJ is called the
“Dublin Government Account-
ability Act.” It was sent to the
ballot in November 2023 by a
3-2 vote of the council, with
then-Mayor Melissa Hernan-
dez and councilmembers Qa-
adri and McCorriston in favor,
and councilmembers Hu and
Josey opposed. If adopted, it
would amend Dublin’s munic-
ipal code to do several things:
*Prohibit the mayor, coun-

cilmembers, and members of
council-created commissions
from receiving gifts from city
contractors or lobbyists;
*Prohibit any person from

warmth, and generosity, Wal-
ter's presence was cherished
by all who knew him. To those
who had the pleasure of his
company, he was the epitome
of a “mensch” — a person of
integrity and honor.

Walter was predeceased
by his wife Anna, and is sur-
vived by his girlfriend Beth
Wilson, his daughter Ruth
(Robin), his sons Shimon
(Shula) and Martin (Cheryl),
his granddaughters Jordan,
Zohar, Krystle, and Jaclyn, his
grandsons David, Carmi (Mei-
Tal), and Nadav (Avigail),
his brother Ehud, and many
beloved nieces, nephews and
great-grandchildren.

Inlieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be made
to ActBlue.com, Congregation
Beth Emek in Pleasanton,
California, or Hope Hospice in
Walter’s memory.

Kaitlin Zoe Maberry-Hall Repine

Kaitlin Zoe Maberry-Hall
Repine, aged 33, passed away
on Oct. 9, 2024, in Walnut
Creek, California. She was
born on Sept. 20, 1991, and
during her vibrant life, Kaitlin
embodied qualities of kind-
ness, compassion, and courage,
touching the lives of many with
her energetic and adventurous
spirit.

After graduating from
Granada High School in 2009,
where she double lettered in
swimming and water polo,
Kaitlin's academic pursuits led
her to California State Uni-
versity, Monterey Bay, where
she received a Bachelor’s of
Science in Psychology. She
then continued on to St. Mary's
College of California, where
she received a Master's in
Education. Kaitlin began her
journey with the Internation-
al Order of the Rainbow for
girls in Livermore Assembly
in 2005 and served as Grand
Circulation Manager and Rep-
resentative to Oregon and Bra-
zil in 2010, showcasing her
leadership and dedication to
youth development and service.
She continued her passion for
nurturing young minds at The
Growing Room Childcare Cen-
ter, Gehringer Elementary and
Murray Elementary schools,

Sept. 20, 1991 — Oct. 9, 2024

where she was cherished for
her supportive and dependable
nature as a Sth grade teacher.
Kaitlin was named Murray
Elementary Teacher of the Year
in 2023.

Beyond her professional
life, Kaitlin enjoyed attending
live music concerts, snow-
boarding, wine tasting, and
above all socializing with her
friends and family at every
opportunity. She was an avid
reader and enjoyed shows like
"The Vampire Diaries" and
"Friends," which mirrored her
sense of friendship and loving
personality.

Kaitlin's life was a beacon
of empathy and courage,
qualities that she held dear
and exemplified daily and had

hoped to pass on to her Angel
Baby, Zoey. She leaves behind
a loving family: her husband,
David 'Donald' Repine; her
mother, Mary Jane Maber-
ry-Hall; father and mother
in-law, Jeff and Mary Repine;
brother, James Maberry-Hall;
sister-in-law, Elizabeth Hall,
and her cherished nieces,
Brooke and Charlotte Hall,
and nephew, William Hall.
She was preceded in death by
her daughter, Zoey Patricia
Repine and her father, Robert
D. Hall.

After two rounds of IVF,
Kaitlin was so excited to be-
come a mother; even through
her tough pregnancy, she
couldn’t wait to welcome Angel
Baby, Zoey. Kaitlin is fulfilling
her dream in heaven with Zoey.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to the Bay
Area Crisis Nursery, reflecting
Kaitlin’s lifelong commitment
to supporting and nurturing
others.

Kaitlin's absence leaves a
void in the hearts of those who
knew her, but her spirit and
legacy will continue to inspire.

Callaghan Mortuary is hon-
ored to be serving the Repine
family. An online guestbook
is available for condolences at
www.callaghanmortuary.com.

June Waitman Weiss was
born on March 19, 1926, to
Benjamin and Lura Pepple
Waitman in Lima, Ohio. She
passed away on July 13,2024.
June was the church adminis-
ter at Asbury United Method-
ist Church for 23 years until
she retired in 1992. She was
a member of Asbury Meth-
odist Church, Soroptimist
International of the Ameri-
cas, and Van Wert Chapter
#48, Order of the Eastern
Star in Van Wert, Ohio. June
was proceeded by her loving
husband, Arthur Lester Weiss
and is survived by her sons,
Arthur (Barbara) Weiss of
Newbury Park, California,
and Mark (Bonnie) Weiss
of Washington, Utah, three
grandchildren, Mark-Chris-
topher (Nina) Weiss, Lauren

June Waitman Weiss

March 19, 1926 - July 13, 2024

i

(Scott) Stolkin, and Philip
(Genevieve) Weiss and five
great-grandchildren, Tipton,
Talon, Katie, Wyatt and Mad-
ison. The family would like
to thank Paul and Mimi Lam
with Desired Peace in Brent-
wood, California for their
care of our mother in her final
days. June’s ashes will be

interned next to her husband
Art at Woodland Cemetery in
Van Wert, Ohio.

A memorial service to cele-
brate June’s life will be held at 10
a.m. on Oct. 19, 2024, at Asbury
United Methodist in Livermore.
In lieu of flowers, the family
request memorial donations be
made to the following:

Alzheimer’s Association,
1060 La Avenida St., Mt. View,
CA 94043

Fertile Groundworks, 4743
East Ave., Livermore, CA
94550

Asbury United Methodist
Church, 4743 East Ave., Liv-
ermore, CA 94550

Callaghan Mortuary is hon-
ored to be serving the Weiss
family. An online guestbook
is available for condolences at
www.callaghanmortuary.com.

making and any city official
from accepting gifts with in-
tent to influence official acts;

* Prohibit any city official from
accepting gifts from anyone
for performing any service
normally required of them;

* Prohibit lobbyists from serv-
ing on commissions;

* Require the city to post on its
website most city contracts
that require council approval,

*Require the city to post
monthly financial state-
ments; and

*Extend term limits for city
council members from two,
or eight years, to three terms,
or 12 years, not including
half-terms or less. The current
mayor and council may only
serve the number of consec-
utive terms allowed prior to
the enactment of the measure.

Yes on JJ

The measure was placed
on the ballot by the city
council, but no statement in
support of the measure was
submitted to elections offi-
cials. The Independent was
unable to verify if there was
a campaign in favor of it, and
no contact information has
been provided for advocates
of the measure.

NoonJJ

Tom Evans, a candidate for
mayor of Dublin, submitted a
statement against Measure JJ.

“This measure was crafted
for one reason — extending
term limits,” Evans wrote.

The measure should, in the
interests of clarity, simply ask
the voters if they should extend
term limitations for the mayor

and council members, Evans
wrote. “But City leaders were
concerned you might not vote
for an extension, so they tried
different wording and added
three additional items; items
that would take no effort to
comply with but yet sounded
like they’re watching out for
you.”

The measure also does not
specify whether the 12-year
limit is limited to 12 consecu-
tive years, or that 12 years is a
lifetime limit.

The wording was discussed
inthe Nov. 7,2023, city council
meeting, Evans wrote. “Survey
research showed that if they
used certain words and added
the three extra fluff items about
lobbyists and contracts, then
voters would be more likely to
vote forit.”

Celebration of Life

Heaven got an Angel on
Sept. 6, 2024.

Long time Livermore res-
ident, Arlene Folkers, passed
away at the age of 89 after a
brief hospitalization. Arlene
was an elementary school
teacher for over 20 years in
the Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District. She
taught at both Almond Av-
enue and Jackson Avenue
schools.

Born in Lansing, Mich-
igan, teaching was in her
genes. She came from a long

Nixon (Elvin);
(Cheryl Carlson);

Lagier (Rick Dyer);

line of schoolteachers on her mother’s side.
Her mother was a first-grade teacher, her
mother’s sister was a high school teacher,
and her maternal grandfather taught in a
one-room schoolhouse in Ohio. When Arlene
was in high school, her father (who was not
partial to teaching) got a job as an electrician
at the Naval Shipyard in San Francisco and
moved the family to California.

Arlene is survived by her daughters,
Ramona Foster (Harry Saez) and Ingrid
her son, Roger Marsh

stepdaughters,
Bernstein, Nancy Folkers (Peter Lemcke),
Marcia Webster (Doug Farrell), and Trina
stepson, Mark Web-

Arlene Webster Folkers
June 5, 1935 — Sept. 6, 2024
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her long life, making friends wherever she
went with her loving and generous nature.
She will be greatly missed.

A celebration of life will take place on
Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, at 2 p.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church of Livermore located at
2020 5th St. in Livermore. In lieu of flowers,
please consider making a donation to the
Livermore Heritage Guild Midway School
project, the California Retired Teachers As-
sociation Tri-Valley Division 85 Scholarship
Fund or Hope Hospice.

Callaghan Mortuary is honored to be
serving the Folkers family. An online guest-
book is available for condolences at www.
callaghanmortuary.com.

ster; grandchildren, Brittany
Foster, Erin Gardner (Jon)
, Nikki Bernstein, Andrew
Bernstein, Sophia Lemcke,
and Brigitte Lagier; and
great-grandsons, Jesse and
Elias Medina. She was
preceded in death by her
husband Charles (Chuck)
Folkers, and her parents
Byron Wilson Dickinson
and Lois Groves Dickinson.

Arlene was a “people
person” who belonged to
many groups, clubs and
organizations throughout

Stella Antoinette Kachel,
beloved wife, mother, sis-
ter, grandmother (“Nonnie”),
great-grandmother, aunt, and
friend passed away peacefully at
home surrounded by her family
on Sept. 20, 2024, in Livermore,
California at the age of 92.

Stella was born in Santa Cruz,
California on Sept. 12, 1932.
Her parents were Cottardo Peter
"Trub" Ghio and Chiara Angela
(Loero) Ghio, first-generation im-
migrants from Riva Trigoso, Italy.
Stella was the youngest of her sib-
lings and she enjoyed having an
older brother and sister to guide
her and to make her laugh. She
grew up surrounded by the love
and laughter of countless relatives
and friends. She graduated from
Santa Cruz High School, where
she was a popular cheerleader
who was often asked to recreate
the school’s famous “Give ‘Em
the Ax” cheer (eventually banned
following objections by rivals).
Stella’s high school basketball
career was short-lived, but well
remembered. Her exploits on the
court were chronicled in the local
paper after she grabbed a loose
ball, dribbled down the court and
scored two points. . .for the other
team. She always said it was the
most “beautiful shot” she ever
made because players from both
teams ended up giving her a hug.
Nothing more perfectly sums
up what Stella valued most in
life — a warm embrace. Similar
to the character Maria in “The
Sound of Music", she was “a
cloud you could not pin down”
and someone people could not
help but love.

At the age of 25, Stella
planned to become a nun, but that
was derailed when she first saw
the love of her life, Peter Kachel,
at a Christmas party. After their
first date three months later, she
introduced this “nice Catholic
boy” (the youngest of 15 children
from Frazee, Minnesota) to her
parents. They were so smitten
with him, they told Stella if it
didn’t work out, they were keep-
ing him and kicking her out. Not

Stella Kachel

Sept. 12, 1932 - Sept. 20, 2024

to worry — Stella and Peter were
married at Holy Cross Catholic
Church (a mere 100 yards from
where they first laid eyes on each
other) on June 29, 1958 — only
a week or so before Stella had
initially planned to enter the con-
vent. The two were inseparable
for the next 66 years of marriage,
rarely spending time apart.

After the wedding, they
moved to San Luis Obispo so
Peter could attend college at Cal
Poly. In June 1961, they wel-
comed their first child, Michael
Kachel, into the world. The
following year, Peter, aided by
Stella’s expert typing prowess,
graduated, accepted an engineer-
ing position with GE Nuclear
Energy, and they moved their
young family to Livermore,
California. Their daughter, Korrin
Kachel (Wade), was born in June
1964, and the family regularly
attended St. Michael Catholic
Church in Livermore, where
Stella volunteered in a variety of
ways while her children attended
the parish school.

Stella made many friends
while attending church events,
dance recitals, youth baseball and
soccer games and other gather-
ings — almost always in support
of her children and others. She
was well known for her sweet
nature, self-deprecating humor,
pure and generous heart, warm
hugs, wonderful laugh and mak-
ing the best darn sandwiches and
potato salad known to mankind.
There was never a person who
entered her home who was not
offered copious amounts of food

and drink, a hug, or made to feel
like part of the family. She was
truly a child of God.

Stella was preceded in death
by her parents, as well as her
beloved brother and sister —
Stephen “Johnnie” Ghio and
his wife, Kathleen, and Victoria
Ghio (Torchio) and her husband,
Egidio, all of Santa Cruz. She
was also preceded in death by
her nephew, Dennis Torchio,
and great-niece, Anna Torchio,
both very dear to her, and also of
Santa Cruz.

Stella is survived by her hus-
band: Peter; son: Michael and his
wife, Deborah, of Manakin-Sab-
ot, Virginia; daughter: Korrin and
her husband, Rod Wade, of Los
Gatos, California; grandchildren:
Katerina Kachel-Day, Tatiana
Kachel, Michael Wade, and Isa-
bella Wade; great-grandchildren:
Kassidy Scott and Ryan Scott,
Jr.; nephews: Donald Torchio,
Stephen John Ghio, Jr., and
Donald Ghio; niece: Debra Ghio
(White); and dozens of members
of Peter’s large family— many of
whom routinely called to check in
on “Aunt Stella and Uncle Pete.”
Stella was also blessed by the ar-
rival in her life of Agatha Stokes,
who provided loving, tender care
for Stella as her health declined
the past several years.

Services will be held on Oct.
23 at Benito & Azzaro Pacific
Gardens Chapel,1050 Cayuga
Street, Santa Cruz, California,
with the vigil starting at 6 p.m.
and earlier visitation hours from 2
p-m. to 6 p.m. On Oct. 24, a funer-
al Mass will be held at Holy Cross
Catholic Church, 210 High St.,
Santa Cruz, California at 11:30
a.m. Immediately following the
Mass, the entombment will take
place at Holy Cross Cemetery,
2271 7th Ave. in Santa Cruz,
California.

In remembrance of Stella
Kachel's life and love of her
community, the family asks
that any charitable donations be
made in her name to St. Michael
Catholic Church, 458 Maple St.,
Livermore, CA 94550.
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ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24CV091321
SUPERIOR COURT
OF CALIFORNIA COUNTY
OF ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner:

Belkasim Maklaf

1680 Aimond Avenue

Livermore, CA 94550.

filed a petition with this court

for a decree changing names

as follows:

Present Names:

Belkasim Maklaf

Proposed Name:

Belkacem Makhlaf

THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the
name changes described above
must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days
before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause
why the petition should not be
granted. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 1/31/2025

Time: 9:30 AM

Dept: 103

The address of the court is:
Wiley W. Manuel Courthouse
661 Washington Street
Oakland, CA 94607

A copy of this Order To Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for
four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on
the petiton in the following
newspaper of general
circulation printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: 9/13/23 /s/: A. Thomas

J. Nixon, Judge of the Superior
Court.

The Independent, Legal No. 6125.
Published September 26, Octo-
ber 3,10, 17, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609160

The following person(s) doing
business as: Lil Jester Hat Art,
2101 Shoreline Dr, Apt 299,
Alameda, CA 94501 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Link Jakob Huie Arneson,
2101 Shoreline Dr., Apt 299, Al-
ameda, CA 94501. This business
is conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 5/1/2024.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Link
Jakob Huie Ameson, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
August 9, 2024. Expires August 8,
2029. The Independent, Legal No.
6127. Published September 26,
October 3,10, 17, 2024.

FILE NO. 608764

The following person(s) doing
business as: Anderson Pro Elec-
tric, 371 Lincoln Avenue, Liver-
more, CA 94550 is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner(s):
Andrew Anderson, 371 Lincoln
Avenue, Livermore, CA 94550.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 8/17/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Andrew Anderson,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alameda
on August 20, 2024. Expires
August 19, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6131. Published
September 26, October 3, 10,
17,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608995

The following person(s) doing
business as: Transportation for
Humanity, 1727 5th Avenue,
Livermore, CA 94550 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Anna Vickroy, 1727 5th
Street, Livermore, CA 94550.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Anna Vickroy, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
August 29, 2024. Expires August
28,2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6132. Published September
26, October 3,10, 17, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608733
The following person(s) doing
business as: Puesto Market,
226 Jackson ST, Hayward, CA
94544 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Puesto
Markets,213 Lusitano Way, Gil-
roy, CA 95020. This business is
conducted by a Corporation. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Antonio
Mejia, CEO. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on August 20, 2024.
Expires August 19, 2029. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 6133. Pub-
lished September 26, October 3,
10,17,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609281
The following person(s) doing
business as: Access Hardware
Supply, Inc., 14447 ST, San
Leandro, CA 94577 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Access Hardware Supply,
Inc., 14447 ST, San Leandro,
CA 94577. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 6/6/1996.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Steven
K. Harris, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on August
September 13, 2024. Expires
September 12, 2029. The Inde-
pendent, Legal No. 6134. Pub-
lished September 26, October 3,
10,17,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 608983

The following person(s) doing
business as: Mindful Indulgence,
271 Jayne Avenue, Apt 5, Oak-
land, CA 94610 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Vanessa Hope Balanon-Padilla,
2104 Ascot Court, Pittsburg, CA
94565. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 8/12/2024.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Vanes-
sa Hope Balanon-Padilla, Owner.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on Au-
gust 29, 2024. Expires August 28,
2029. The Independent, Legal No.
6128. Published September 26,
October 3,10, 17, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609305
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. A.S.l. Cyber Con-
cepts LLC; 2. Recycle1234.com;
3. E-Waste & Solar Recycling
Center, 30311 Whipple Road,
Union City, CA 94587 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): A.S.I. Cyber Concepts
LLC, 30311 Whipple Road, Union
City , CA 94587. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to fransact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 10/8/2019. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Adtya Inamdar,
CEO. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 16, 2024. Expires
September 15, 2029. The Inde-
pendent, Legal No. 6129. Pub-
lished September 26, October 3,
10,17, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609331

The following person(s) doing
business as: First Response
Cleanup, 2150 Portola Ave, Ste
D, Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): BioHoard Services LLC,
2150 Portola Ave, Suite D, Liver-
more, CA 94551. This business
is conducted by a Limited Liabil-
ity Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to fransact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Candus Baca, Managing
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on September 17, 2024.
Expires September 16, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6130.
Published September 26, Octo-
ber 3,10,17,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609317

The following person(s) doing
business as: Law Office of Hel-
las Leung, 15808 Hesperian
Bivd #127, San Lorenzo, CA
94580 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Hellas
Leung, 15808 Hesperian Blvd
#127, San Lorenzo, CA 94580.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 9/16/2024 Signature of
Registrant/s/: Hellas Leung, Ex-
ecutive Director. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on September 16,
2024. Expires September 15,
2029. The Independent, Legal No.
6135. Published September 26,
October 3,10, 17, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609481
The following person(s) doing
business as: Soccer Shots Cen-
tral East Bay, 236 Ortega St., San
Francisco, CA 94122 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Bay Area Enrichment
LLC, 236 Ortega ST, San Fracin-
sco, CA 94122. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
fo transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 8/16/2024. Signature of

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

independentnews.com

Registrant/s/:  Jonathan Velas-
quez, CEQ. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on September 24, 2024.
Expires September 23,2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6136.
Published October 3, 10, 17, 21,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609359
The following person(s) doing
business as: Hawaii Fluid Art
Pleasanton, 1304 Stoneridge
Mall Rd, Pleasanton, CA 94588
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Ditan Arts
LLC, 6901 Syrah Dr., Dublin, CA
94568. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 9/15/2024. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Preeta Garg, Ma-
naing Member. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on September 18,
2024. Expires September 17,
2029. The Independent, Legal No.
6137. Published October 3, 10,
17,21,2024.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24CV088976
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFOR-
NIA COUNTY OF ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner:

Kevin Eugene McLemore Jr.
1254 Lexington Way

Livermore, CA 94550

filed a petition with this court

for a decree changing names

as follows:

Present Names:

Kevin Eugene McLemore Jr.
Proposed Name:

Kevin Eugene Castillo Jr.

THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the
name changes described above
must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days
before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause
why the petition should not be
granted. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 12/27/2024

Time: 9:30 AM

Dept: 103

The address of the court is:
Wiley W. Manuel Couthouse
665 Washington ST.
Oakland, CA 94607

A copy of this Order To Show
Cause shall be published at
least once each week for
four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on
the petiton in the following
newspaper of general
circulation printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: 8/27/2024 /s/: Thomas

1. Nixon, Judge of the Superior
Court

The Independent, Legal No. 6138.
Published October 3, 10, 17, 24,
2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609603
The following person(s) doing
business as: Purple Ghost Media
LLC, 876 Geraldine ST, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Purple
Ghost Media LLC, 876 Geral-
dine ST, Livermore, CA 94550.
This business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Austin
Slayton, Member. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on September 27,
2024. Expires September 26,
2029. The Independent, Legal No.
6139. Published October 10, 17,
24, 31,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609136
The following person(s) doing
business as: Covet Travel, 1937
Fourth ST, Apt 4, Livermore, CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Kitera
Dent, 1937 Fourth ST, Apt 4,
Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by an In-
dividual. The date on which the

registrant first commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Kitera Dent, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 6, 2024. Ex-
pires September 5, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6140.
Published October 10, 17, 24,
31,2024,

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609559
The following person(s) doing
business as: Ariba Healthcare
Group, 37553 Fremont Blvd, CA
94536 is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Ariba health-
care Group, Inc., 37553 Fremont
Blvd, CA 94536. This business is
conducted by a Corporation. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 4/15/2024.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Tariq
Mirza, President. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on September 26,
2024. Expires September 25,
2029.The Independent, Legal No.
6141. Published October 10, 17,
24, 31,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609217
The following person(s) doing
business as: Jessica Builds,
1452 North Vasco Road #347,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Jessica Banks, 1452
North Vasco Road 3347, Liver-
more, CA 94551. This business
is conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 5/3/2024.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Jes-
sica Banks, CEO/Founder. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on Sep-
tember 10, 2024. Expires Sep-
tember 9, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6142. Published
October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609645
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Cellcore Solu-
tions; 2. CCBS, 4400 Keller Ave,
Suite 189, Oakland, CA 94605
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Coco Business
Solutions, 4400 Keller Ave, Suite
189, Oakland, CA 94605. This
business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
9/30/2024. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Ibrhaim Baagee, Owner/
Principal. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on September 30, 2024.
Expires September 29, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6144.
Published October 10, 17, 24,
31,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609360
The following person(s) doing
business as: Teds Dent Works,
57 Calfornia Ave, Suite H,
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Edward Martelle, 57
Calfornia Ave, Suite H, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 1/16/16.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Ed-
ward, Martelle, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on September
18, 2024. Expires September 17,
2029. The Independent, Legal No.
6145, Published October 10, 17,
24, 31,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609658

The following person(s) doing
business as: Infinite Blue Chip,
22725 T7th ST, Hayward, CA
94541 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Infinite
Blue Chip 22725 7th ST, Hay-
ward, CA 94541, This business
is conducted by a Limited Liabil-
ity Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Xiaodan Chen, CEO.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on Oc-
tober 1,2024. Expires September
30, 2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6146. Published October 10,
17,24, 31,2024

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 609366

The following person(s) doing
business as: Eri Rose, 852 Di-
vision ST, APT 3, Pleasanton,
CA 94566 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Erica
Honesto, 4300 Black Ave #74.
Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Erica Honesto,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on September 18,
2024. Expires September 17,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6147. Published October
10,17, 24, 31,2024.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to section 21707 of
chapter 10 to division of 8 of the
business and professions code,
notice is hereby given by the
undersigned that a public lien
sale of the following described
personal property will be held at
the hour of 9:00 am PST on No-
vember 1st, 2024. The sale will
be conducted by John Cardoza,
auctioneer, (209)667-5797, bond
number 5860870, located at:

UNITS East Bay

6011 Las Positas Rd,

Livermore, CA. 94550

The items to be sold are gen-
erally described as follows:

Household/Miscellaneous goods
B489 Meidy Imelda

B524 Peggy Logan

B589 Peggy Logan

B505 Lisa Vigil

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609829

The following person(s) doing
business as: Crazy Lady Cre-
ations, 22457 Linden Street,
Hayward, CA 94541 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Jennifer Fereria-Vantley,
22457 Linden Street, Hayward,
CA 94541. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Jennifer Feria-Vantley, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
October 9, 2024. Expires October
8, 2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6148. Published October 17,
24, 31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609761
The following person(s) doing
business as: BW Consulting,
3911 Stanford Way, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Brandon
Todd Williams, 3911 Stanford
Way, Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Brandon Todd Williams,
Owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alameda
on October 4, 2024. Expires
October 3, 2029. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6149. Published
October 17, 24, 31, November
7,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609613

The following person(s) doing
business as: Healing Perspec-
tives, 11740 Dublin Blvd., Ste.
206 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Helen
Rozanski Savin, 11740 Dublin
Blvd, Ste. 206, Dublin, CA 94568.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which

MIKE FRACISCO
925.998.8131
FRACISCO REALTY

Residential « Commercial ¢ Property Mgmt

www.MikeFracisco.com
B DRE #01378428

the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: 3/4/2022. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Helen Rozanski
Savin, LCSW, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on September
30, 2024. Expires September 29,
2029.The Independent, Legal No.
6150. Published October 17, 24,
31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609329

The following person(s) doing
business as: Gundy Pet Services,
2497 College Ave, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Ethan
Gundersen, 2497 College Ave,
Livermore, CA 94550; Jacob
Gundersen, 2497 College Ave,
Livermore, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by a General
Partnernship. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
fo transact business under the
fictitious ~ business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Ethan Gundersen,
General Partner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 17, 2024.
Expires September 16, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6151.
Published October 17, 24, 31,
November 7,2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609782

The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Dunder First
Street  Partnership; 2. Civic
Center Station, 4725 First St,
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Vlera Revelli, 2 Krohn Lane,
Oakland, CA 94611; Jennifer
Stenrose, 2 Krohn Lane, Oak-
land, CA 94611; Scott Revelli, 2
Krohn Lane, Oakland, CA 94611.
This business is conducted by a
Limited Partnership. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to fransact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 9/5/1998.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Vera
Revello, General Partner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on Oc-
tober 7, 2024. Expires October 6,
2029. The Independent, Legal No.
6152. Published October 17, 24,
31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609829

The following person(s) doing
business as: Crazy Lady Cre-
ations, 22457 Linden Street,
Hayward, CA 94541 is hereby
registered by the following own-
er(s): Jennifer Fereria-Vantley,
22457 Linden Street, Hayward,
CA 94541. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Jennifer Feria-Vantley, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
October 9, 2024. Expires October
8, 2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6148. Published October 17,
24, 31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609743
The following person(s) doing
business as: Ourhs, 560 S P St.,
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Sybil Gertrude de
Clark, 3020 Bernal Ave, Ste. 110
#2016, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is c6onducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Sybil Gertride De Clark,

Dr. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on
October 3, 2024. Expires October
2, 2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6153. Published October 17,
24, 31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609789

The following person(s) doing
business as: The Art of Home,
318 Capricorn Ave, Oakland, CA
94611 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Mochita
S Corp, 318 Capricorn Ave, Oak-
land, CA 94611. This business is
conducted by a Corporation. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 1/1/2021.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Jen-
nifer Feria-Vantley, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on Oc-
tober 7, 2024. Expires October 6,
2029. The Independent, Legal No.
6154. Published October 17, 24,
31, November 7, 2024.

Tri-Vailey

Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue
Our current weekly adoption
events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies at:
Dublin Petsmart
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours:
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and how to donate.
Follow:
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on
Facebook, and Instagram

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED
SERVICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609754

The following person(s) doing
business as: East Alameda Tu-
toring, 3020 Bernal Ave, Ste. 100
2016, Pleasanton, CA 94566 is
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Sybil de Clark, 3020
Bernal Ave Ste. 110 2016, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566. This business is
conducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant first
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 9/1/2024.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Sybil
de Clark, Dr. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on October 4, 2024.
Expires October 3, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6155.
Published October 17, 24, 31,
November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609616
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Imperial Star
Empire, Incorporated, 4075
Compton CT, Livermore, CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Imperial
Star Empire, Inc, 4075 Compton
CT, Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business  name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: John Marques,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on September 30,
2024. Expires September 31,
2029. The Independent, Legal
No. 6156. Published October
17,24, 31, November 7, 2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 609884

The following person(s) doing
business as: Cruz Construction,
8212 Birch ST, Oakland, CA
94621 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Jesus
Wilfredo Cruz Abrego, 8212
Birch St, Oakland, CA 94621.
This business is conducted by
an Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Jesus Wilfredo Cruz
Abrego, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 11, 2024.
Expires October 10, 2029. The
Independent, Legal No. 6157.
Published October 17, 24, 31,
November 7, 2024.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

Offering  Equine  Facilitated
Psychotherapy by a license
Marriage and Family Therapist
in Livermore, California.
Specialize in Women and ado-
lence issues.

Karen H. Winter,

LMFT, CBEIP-MH.

Email Kwin3@comcast.net

BE WARY of out of area compa-
nies. Check with the local Better
Business Bureau before you
send money or fees. Read and
understand any contracts before
you sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
CLASSIFIED ADS
goto
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
orcall
(925)243-8000
MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD
SALES

FREE SECTION
LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS
NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: Califor-
nia law requires that contractors
taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or materials)
be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State law
also requires that contractors
include their license numbers
on all advertising. Check your
contractor’s status at www.cslb.
ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB (2752).
Unlicensed persons taking jobs
less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS TO
SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
and state law prohibit advertise-
ments for housing and employ-
ment that contain any prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination
based on protected classes, in-
cluding race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status or na-
tional origin. IVPC does not know-
ingly accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley's Leading

Real Estate Professionals & Services

925.784.1243
DRE #01323804
Dominic Greci

925.525.0864
DRE #01707140 R

www.GreciGroup.com

CALL 925-243-8001

or Email: Mitch@Independentnews.com
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Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

www.SandeeUtterback.com
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“Finding your way Home!”
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Pleasanton Schools’ Budget Shortfalls Shape Election Race

By Ruth Roberts

Four Pleasanton Unified
School District (PUSD)
candidates are running for
two seats in Areas 3 and 4
(central and eastern Pleas-
anton, respectively), and one
uncontested incumbent is
seeking re-election in Area 1
on the western side of town.
All are vying for a full term.

Mary Jo Carreon

AREA 1
Mary Jo Carreon

Running unopposed,
Carreon was first elected
to the board in 2020 and is
the current board president.
Carreon said in an interview
with The Independent that
the district’s budget and the
hiring of a permanent su-
perintendent will remain at
the forefront of the board’s
priorities in the coming
term.

She added that the board
is being proactive in look-
ing at how it can leverage
existing resources to bring
in additional funding.

“The first step (in ad-
dressing the budget) was at
our Sept. 24 board meeting
when the board passed
a resolution saying that
we are willing to make
the necessary cuts to be
fiscally solvent,” Carreon
said. “Also, the district has
been proactive in engaging
with our community to
inform our decision-mak-
ing process. We have a
budget advisory committee
composed of community
members, students, parents/
guardians and staff who
have been meeting since
May 2024. We are also
looking at ways to generate
revenue.”

Regarding the search for
a new permanent superin-
tendent, Carreon said it has
been a collaborative effort
between the community
and the district.

“It was important to the
board that we listen to our
community prior to engag-
ing in the selection of a
permanent superintendent,”
she said. “At our Oct. 10
board meeting we received
a report based on the input
from surveys, focus groups
and meetings which was
extremely informative and
helpful to the current and
future board in making this
important decision.”

Donalyn Harris

AREA 3
Donalyn Harris

Harris is a Pleasanton
native and Amador Valley
High School graduate with
two children currently in
the PUSD and is a Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley
alumnus. She has been
president of Walnut Grove,
Pleasanton and Harvest
Park Middle School PT-
SAs, as well as a mem-
ber of Harvest Park Music
Boosters and received the
Pleasanton PTA Council’s
Continuing Service Award
in February 2024.

She believes the district’s
budget situation is the top
priority going forward.

“This issue isn’t getting
enough attention,” she said
in an email to The Inde-
pendent. “District school
boards are supposed to
act in partnership with the
county and be mindful of
their oversight require-
ments. I will collaborate
with the county board to en-
sure that PUSD adheres to
county fiscal standards and
requirements, and works
with them on long-term
budget planning so we can
avoid issues like what we’re
seeing now.”

She added that regular
audits and financial reviews
along with the county’s
guidance can help the dis-
trict stay compliant and on
track. She said the district
should also pursue alterna-
tive funding sources such
as grants and partnerships
with local businesses.

Harris said that ensuring
the PUSD board hires the
best new superintendent in
the coming term is also a
top priority.

“Our community is tense
and fractured at this mo-
ment, and there is consid-
erable distrust following
the contract negotiations
last time,” she said. “No-
body wants that again ... so
while I think exercising the
interim-super option met
the community’s needs at
the moment, it wasn’t the
greatest long-term choice
for continuity, stability or
fiscal responsibility.”

Harris added that student
mental health and wellness
must remain at the forefront
of the board’s priorities.
Updating the district’s ag-
ing facilities with the funds

from Measure I, the $395
million facilities bond that
passed in 2022, is also im-
portant, she said, in order to
attract and retain families
and staff to the area.

For more information,
visit https://harrisforpleas-
anton.com.

Kelly Mokashi
Kelly Mokashi

Mokashi, a seven-year
resident with three children
in the district, is running for
a second term on the board.
She is a community school
coordinator in the Fremont
Unified School District and
believes the PUSD’s budget
situation should be among
the board’s top priorities
next term.

“Our school district must
overcome deficit spending
while considering signifi-
cant budget cuts, totaling
nearly $8 million to $13
million to ensure a positive
budget evaluation from the
ACOE (Alameda County
Office of Education),” she
said in an email to The
Independent.

Mokashi added that the
board has taken positive
steps to address the short-
fall including the establish-
ment of a budget advisory
committee and reviewing
contract positions and staff-
to-class ratios to see about
possible adjustments, to
name a few. She also be-
lieves that what will help
over the long term is con-
ducting a review of district
programs and services to
determine how many stu-
dents are served and and
the overall effectiveness of
each program.

Mokashi said that the
PUSD Board unanimously
voted last summer to hire an
interim superintendent with
previous superintendent
experience on the under-
standing that the members
of the PUSD board will
shift after the 2024 election.
She supported this move
and believed it was the right
choice for the district.

“This is important be-
cause one of the most im-
portant roles of a trustee is
to hire, fire, and manage the
superintendent of the dis-
trict and therefore the new
PUSD board should own
that process,” she said. “Dr.
Ghysels has leveraged his
expertise and experience

to pivot quickly and lead
our district this school year
and has made tremendous
strides ... the current salary
for the interim superinten-
dent is competitive. Still, it
has also resulted in some
cost-saving measures, com-
pared to what was initially
budgeted for the former su-
perintendent (i.e. exclusion
of paid benefits).”

For more information,
visit https://votekellypusd.
com.

Jen Flynn

AREA 4
Jen Flynn

Flynn is a longtime resi-
dent with three boys in dis-
trict schools. She is an ac-
tive volunteer in the PUSD
community and is a current
member of the board of
Pleasanton Partnerships in
Education and vice-chair of
the superintendent’s Budget
Advisory Committee.

She believes that prior-
ities for the district should
include expanding the
district’s Kids Club af-
ter-school program, which
brings approximately $1.6
million to the district’s
general fund. Flynn added
that the district’s access to
Proposition 28 funds at all
school sites is important
and she is committed to
ensuring those dollars are
used in part to enhance the
district’s music and arts
programs. She added that
the district’s budget is a top
priority.

“I am eager to deepen
my understanding of the
budget and explore ways
to maximize our available
funds to guarantee that all
Pleasanton students receive
an exceptional education,”
she said in an email to The
Independent. “It’s essential
for our district to pursue al-
ternative funding opportu-
nities through partnerships
with local businesses and to
actively seek out available
grants. I also advocate for
regular budget reviews and
monitoring to ensure fiscal
responsibility and trans-
parency.”

She said pushing off the
selection of a new superin-
tendent until the new 2024
board was in place was the
right decision and looks
forward to participating in
the process.

“Our district needs to

Festival Celebrates History of Sunol Wilderness

The East Bay Regional
Park District will celebrate the
history of the Sunol Wilder-
ness Regional Preserve during
the annual Sunol Heritage
Festival from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday, Oct. 19.

The festival pays tribute to
those who have inhabited the
wilderness area near Sunol,

including the Chochenyo
Ohlone-speaking Taunans
and homesteaders who have
ranched in the area since the
1860s.

The festival will include
live music by the Polka Cow-
boys, crafts, Ohlone stories,
and old-timey games and
ranch activities, including

learning to lasso.

For more information, go
to ebparks.org/Sunol-heri-
tage-festival.

The park district has also
opened a new trail at Pleas-
anton Ridge Regional Park, a
9,000-acre oak-covered ridge
overlooking Pleasanton and
the Livermore Valley.

The new mile-long Valle
Vista multi-use trail leads off
the North Ridge Trail and
meanders down along grassy
slopes and through woodlands
to the Turtle Pond Trail.

The trail was built with
help from the nonprofit Santa
Cruz Mountains Trail Stew-
ardship.

Dublin Seeks to Fill Volunteer Positions

Dublin is seeking ap-
plicants for the volunteer
positions of city historian
and poet laureate.

The city historian works
with city staff to help man-
age Dublin’s historical
records and responds to
public inquiries regarding
the city’s past.

The historian may also
act as a liaison to local
schools, historical groups,
and members of the media
and public, and will assist
researchers in accessing
historical resources.

The historian will be ap-
pointed by the City Council.

The poet laureate is

also a volunteer and serves
as a public advocate for
literary arts.

Both positions are ap-
pointed by the City Council.

The deadline to apply is
Sunday, Oct. 20.

Forms to apply for either
position are available online
at tinyurl.com/3eypnc67.

TV30 Interviews Local Election Candidates

Tri-Valley Communi-
ty Television (TV30) has
produced Election Specials
for eight local races on the
ballot in November.

The videos cover races
for Dublin City Council,
Dublin Unified School
District, Dublin mayor,
Livermore City Council,

Livermore Joint Unified
School District, Pleasanton
City Council, Pleasanton
Unified School District,
Pleasanton mayor.
Candidates for contest-
ed races were invited to
provide opening remarks
and then answer questions
from TV30 news anchor

Ian Bartholomew and TV30
Foundation President and
former Livermore Mayor
Marshall Kamena.

The eight election spe-
cials are available at tri-
valley-tv.org, and Comcast
channels 28, 29 and 30.
They are also available on
AT&T U-Verse channel 99.

invest in a strong leader,”
Flynn said. “Whether we
had considered hiring from
within, extending Dr. Ghy-
sels’s contract, or bringing
in a new interim, we must
prioritize the search for a
capable Superintendent. Dr.
Ghysels has been doing an
excellent job, and I believe
it’s wise to allow some time
before entering into a new
contract. Together, we can
ensure that PUSD continues
to thrive under effective
leadership.”

For more information,
visit https://votejenflynn.

com.

Charlie Joneé

Charlie Jones

Jones is a first-time can-
didate for the PUSD board
and a Pleasanton native.
The 34-year-old Jones is
a social studies teacher
and department chair at
Tennyson High School in
Hayward. He said that as a
teacher he will always fight
to keep budgetary cuts as
far away from the class-
room as possible. In order
to address the district’s defi-
cit issues, Jones supports
expanding the PUSD’s Kids
Club program and hiring a
grant writer to explore ways
to increase revenue.

“The district should also
try to bring back many
of the students that never
returned after COVID, be-
cause declining enrollment
is a huge reason for our
current crisis,” Jones said
in an interview with The
Independent.

Jones added that he

___...A

is pleased the district is
conducting a full super-
intendent search and says
bringing in stakeholders
and conducting in-person
group interviews and sur-
veys has been important to
including the community in
the process.

“I have also said on the
record that we should have
hired internally for our
interim Superintendent be-
cause we have qualified
candidates who could have
done the job and already
know our community,” he
said. “This would have
saved us money amid our
budget crisis, since we
would not have had to hire
a firm to help us recruit an
interim superintendent.”

Other priorities for
the new board said Jones
should include expanding
the district’s dual language
and multilingual learner
programs to allow immi-
grants and newcomers to be
able to keep up with their
peers. Enrollment is down
due in part to COVID and
Jones believes the board
must do its best to reject
any budget cuts to the men-
tal health and counseling
services students still need.

He is also an advocate for
community collaboration.

“By forging stronger
partnerships with labor
associations, we can ex-
pand career-technical ed-
ucation and tech access at
all schools, with an even
deeper focus on local job
opportunities,” Jones said.

For more information,
visit https://charliefor-
schoolboard.com.

ARROYO
CELLARS

Tasting Room Open:
Saturday: 12 - 5pm,
Sunday: 12 - 5pm,
or by appointment

2270 Research Drive,
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

SHARI'S

PET & HOUSE SITTING

(925)980-5026
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Edward Jones

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

4.55

3-Month

%

APY*

1762 First Street

i

925-453-2267

Compare our CD rates

4.35

6-Month

Call or visit your local financial advisor today

Gabriel E Wright
Financial Advisor

Livermore, CA 94550

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/11/24
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not

yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership
category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional
information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold
prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover
losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of
allcommissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to
compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide.
AllLCDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Member SIPC
> edwardjones.com

%

APY*

4.00%.

1-Year

CDs offered by Edward Jones are

FDI-1867N-A AECSPAD 23351912

WE MOVE THE STUFF <
YOU LOVE AND

GETRID OF THE
STUFFYOU DON'T

Call 925-505-1504

518 Leisure 5t. Livermore CA

Full Service Moving

Eco-Friendly Junk Removal

Hourly Labor

Packing Services




