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Brilliant Boots is a bubbly and bold boy 
who balances sunshine baths, strolling 
his neighborhood beat and sojourns in 
the car. Learn more about Boots and 
other cats and dogs at valleyhumane.
org. Email info@valleyhumane.org to 
start the adoption application process. 
#ShareTheCare to help pets today! 
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Dublin’s Amador Station Affordable Housing 
Switches Developer and Gets New Timeline 

Options Emerge to Address PFAS Contamination 

Pandemic 
Emergency  
Funds to End  

Students Get   
Education on   
The Dangers  
Of Fentanyl 

By David Jen 
PLEASANTON – Solu-
tions to the city’s water 
contamination issues will 
likely require a variety of 
options, according to an 
initial report from Pleasan-
ton’s Water Supply Alterna-
tives Study. 

Engineering consult-
ing firm Brown and Cald-
well, working with the city, 
helped present the study’s 
first update at the Feb. 21 
city council meeting. 

Jenny Gain, Brown and 
Caldwell managing engi-
neer, listed groundwater 
supply options that included 
a city-managed treatment 
facility, new wells outside 
of the plume, and a joint 
project between the city and 
Zone 7 to build a regional 
treatment facility. She also 
shared non-groundwater 
options, such as desalina-
tion, stormwater capture, 
and water purchases from 
outside the city. 

“It would not surprise 
me that the ultimate rec-
ommendation, or several 
recommendations, end up 
being a combination of 
perhaps all of these items,” 
said Councilmember Jeff 
Nibert. 

Last  November,  in-
creased forever-chemical 
research and tighter state 
health recommendations 
prompted the city to shut 
down its groundwater wells 

Livermore siblings Jace and Jo Girordanengio take advantage of last week’s rare snow 
event on Mines Road south of Livermore to enjoy a good old-fashioned snowball fight. 
Recent conditions have brought extreme weather throughout Northern California and the 
state. See additional snow photos on page 7. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.
com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Parents Raise  
Concerns About  
Student Violence 

Cartoonist Condemned for Racist Remarks

Rooftop Solar 
Advocates 
Request New 
CPUC Hearing

By Larry Altman 
REGIONAL – Although 
state and local health offi-
cials caution that COVID-19 
will remain a continued part 
of life, California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s State of 
Emergency order and sim-
ilar local orders officially 
ended last week.  

Alameda County offi-
cials followed suit in ter-
minating their emergency 
orders the same day. The 
city councils in Pleasanton 
and Dublin voted Feb. 7 
and Feb. 21, respectively, 
to end their local emergency 
orders. 

Livermore’s emergency 
order expired on April 11, 

By Dawnmarie Fehr  
 PLEASANTON – Parents 
of Pleasanton Middle School 
(PMS) recently voiced their 
concerns about student vio-
lence at the Pleasanton City 
Council meeting on Feb. 7. 

They were motivated by a 
fight between two PMS stu-
dents that took place across 
from the school at the Pleas-
anton Library on Jan. 19 after 
s c h o o l 
had end-
ed for the 
day. Po-
lice were 
c a l l e d 
t o  t h e 
scene by 
observ-
ers, and 
a video 
of the fight was posted on 
social media.  

“Bullying, fighting, bad 
behaviors are out of control,” 
said Vicki LaBarge, whose 
children attended school in 
Pleasanton. “Although this 
fight happened off school 
grounds, fights and hor-
rible behaviors happen at 
the schools, and nothing is 
done. Administrators give 
parents lip service and noth-
ing more.” 

LaBarge joined others 
from the community to speak 
to the city council about the 
incident on Jan. 19, with 

many saying physical vio-
lence is a common occur-
rence throughout the district. 
LaBarge said she specifically 
asked the city to support the 
schools by providing more 
funding for school resource 
officers (SROs).  

Because the students in-
volved were juveniles, de-
tails about injuries and con-
sequences are not being dis-

closed. 
P l e a s -
a n t o n 
P o l i c e 
Depart-
m e n t ’s 
Lt. Erik 
S i l a c -
c i ,  a 
spokes-
p e r s o n 

for the department, released a 
statement noting the incident 
is under investigation.  

“In cases such as fights, 
there could be police and/
or school consequences de-
pending on the age of the 
involved persons,” he said. 
“The goal of the juvenile 
justice system is to focus on 
rehabilitation. Pleasanton 
Middle School administra-
tors are also investigating 
this case as the school has ju-
risdiction over their students 
from the time they leave 
school until they arrive home 
at their residence.”  

By Larry Altman 
REGIONAL – Rooftop so-
lar advocates opposed to 
the California Public Utili-
ties Commission’s (CPUC) 
recent decision to cut the 
amount new solar users will 
be compensated for supply-
ing power to the grid are 
petitioning for a chance to 
be reheard. 

Following months of 
hearings in 2022 that includ-
ed hours of public comment 
mostly against the CPUC’s 
decision, attorneys for two 
groups filed requests with 
the CPUC for a chance to 
argue again. Tri-Valley ad-
vocates of rooftop solar 

By David Jen 
DUBLIN – Attempts to 
buoy an affordable housing 
project at the West Dub-
lin-Pleasanton Bay Area 
Rapid Transit (BART) sta-
tion barely won city council 
approval on Feb. 21. 

The council voted 3-2 to 
modify the Amador Station 
project’s community ben-
efit and affordable housing 
assistance agreements. The 
revisions switched the proj-

ect’s developer, reversed its 
construction phases, and in-
creased the upfront funding 
paid by the city. 

Mayor Melissa Hernan-
dez and Vice Mayor Michael 
McCorriston cast the dis-
senting votes due to the lack 
of time for considering the 
complexities around BART 
ownership, city involvement 
and the project’s varied 
stakeholders. 

Originally proposed 

by nonprofit developer 
BRIDGE Dublin, LLC in 
August 2021, the two-phase 
project planned to build 300 
affordable housing units on 
the 3.6-acre site at 6501 
Golden Gate Drive, adjacent 
to the BART station. 

Since then, industry 
headwinds have hampered 
BRIDGE’s ability to com-
plete the project; it partnered 
with The Related Compa-

“We have no tolerance for violence in 
schools ...That deserves a response  

both disciplinary and any other  
way we can do that, because we  

are more than just an educational –  
in terms of academics – institution.”

 –  PMS Principal Joe Nguyen

Planning Commission Gives Greenlight to City 
Council Review of Stoneridge Mall Development

The Dublin High Culinary Academy recently held one of its 
regular ‘Chopped’ competitions, where culinary students 
were placed into random teams of five at the beginning 
of the 1.5-hour period. The teams had 70 minutes to plan 
and prepare five servings of the specialty item, which was 
chicken wings. Guest judges rated the teams on creativity, 
appearance and taste.  (Photo courtesy of Dublin High School) 

The Granada Matadors Girls Varsity team, above, took second place in the 2023 North 
Coast Section Girls Basketball Division 1 Championship on Feb. 25 against Monte Vista 
High School.  Monte Vista won 66 to 39. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.
com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

By David Jen 
PLEASANTON – The plan-
ning commission struggled 
at its Feb. 22 meeting to 
consider a Stoneridge Mall 
development project that 
predated the Stoneridge 
Framework plan, and there-
fore followed a set of princi-
ples and standards different 
from the framework’s. 

The application, brought 
forth by the Simon Property 
Group, proposed the con-
struction of 360 multifamily 
apartment units with related 
site improvements on about 
6 acres of a current parking 
lot in the southeast corner 
of the mall property. 

The commission voted 
4-1, with Commissioner 

Ken Morgan opposing, to 
find the application’s en-
vironmental findings ade-
quate, the development plan 
consistent with the city’s 
General Plan and zoning, 
and two requested excep-
tions appropriate. 

The requested excep-
tions included a half-story 
of height above the design 
guidelines and a lack of 
ground-floor unit entries 
onto the street. 

“I wouldn’t want to do 
any project that precluded 
being able to meet all of 
the Stoneridge Mall Frame-
work,” said Morgan. 

Intended to guide de-
velopment at the mall, the 
city council adopted the 

Stoneridge Framework in 
January, which defined 
principles touching on eco-
nomic viability, mixed-use 
integration and other con-
siderations applying to the 
75-acre mall property as a 
whole. 

But Simon’s develop-
ment application, first sub-
mitted in 2019 and then 
resubmitted in March 2022, 
came prior to the frame-
work. The commission 
therefore could not subject 
it to the principles guiding 
the rest of the mall. 

Community Develop-
ment Director Ellen Clark 
explained that when the 
framework was approved, 
“this (application) was well 

By Ruth Roberts  
LIVERMORE – Livermore 
High School students partic-
ipated in an educational pre-
sentation by the Livermore 
Police Department (LPD) 
last week highlighting the 
dangers of fentanyl and 
other opioids. 

The National Institute on 
Drug Abuse states that fen-
tanyl is an extremely potent 
synthetic opioid 50 to 100 
times stronger than mor-
phine. It is a prescription 
drug for patients with severe 
pain. However, many abuse 
the substance, which is also 

By Larry Altman 
PLEASANTON – News-
papers across the nation 
dropped the popular comic 
strip “Dilbert” this week 
after its creator — Pleas-
anton resident Scott Adams 
— aired a racist rant on 
YouTube, declaring Black 
Americans to be a “hate 
group” and encouraging 
White people to “get the hell 

away” from them. 
Adams’ distributor, An-

drews McMeel Universal 
(AMU), followed suit by 
severing its relationship with 
the cartoonist, announcing 
the company’s vision and 
principles were no longer 
compatible.  

“As a media and commu-
nications company, AMU 
values free speech. We are 
proud to promote and share 

many different voices and 
perspectives,” AMU chair-
man Hugh Andrews and 
President Andy Sareyan said 
in a joint statement. “But 
we will never support any 
commentary rooted in dis-
crimination or hate. Recent 
comments by Scott Adams 
regarding race and race re-
lations do not align with our 
core values as a company.” 

Parent Shares Story of Loss
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Broker/Realtor

License #01257605

Call for pricing!

Well built Jensen home in
premier court location! 

4 bed 2 bath,
~1812 sq ft, ~8983 lot 

4150 Florida Court 
COMING SOON!

Rick Vargas
REALTOR®, DRE #1-02167108

E: RealtorRVargas@gmail.com

1983 Second Street, Livermore, CA 94550

W: RealtorRVargas.com

C: 925.325.8388

Comedy 
Workshop 
AT THE BOTHWELL

With Brian Maggi 

EXPLORE STANDUP, 
IMPROV & WRITING
Mondays FEB 27 - APR 3 

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
2466 8th Street, Livermore

Michelle 
Lambert
MAR 10

LK Project
APR 13

Get Tickets Now! LivermoreArts.org  
925.373.6800 | 2400 First Street, Livermore

Matt 
Finders &
Friends
AUG 11

KNR
JUN 9

Jenny
Madrigal

MAY 12

59TH ANNUAL

940 LARKSPUR DRIVE, LIVERMORE

MARCH 5TH, 2023
10AM - 4PM

SPRING COIN SHOW

ELK’S LODGE

FREE ADMISSION
FREE APPRAISALS 
HOURLY RAFFLE 

DRAWINGS  
FREE PARKING

Trumark Homes, based in 
San Ramon, has purchased 
nearly 29 acres on Las Pos-
itas Road, between Arroyo 
Vista Road and Bennett 
Road, in Livermore for a 
housing development to be 
named Arroyo Vista. 

The purchase was an-

nounced by Colliers, a 
professional services and 
investment management 
company, which represented 
both the buyer and seller of 
the property. The sale price 
was not announced. 

Tony Bosowski, North-
ern California division pres-

ident for Trumark Homes, 
noted that Livermore is a 
“thriving destination where 
young professionals and 
families want to live.” 

“From the historic wine 
country and charming down-
town to its convenient access 
to Silicon Valley, Livermore 

is a highly desirable location 
for homebuyers seeking an 
exceptional quality of life,” 
Bosowski said. 

The Collier’s announce-
ment said Trumark is plan-
ning to build 348 townho-
mes and 86 detached homes 
at Arroyo Vista.

Trumark Homes Plans Housing Development in Livermore

A new sign marks the spot 
where the Master Gardeners 
educational garden will 
soon take root. The public 
plot is located at the Bernal 
Park Community Farm off 
of Laguna Creek Lane in 
Pleasanton. (Photo courtesy of 
Master Gardeners of Alameda)

By Dawnmarie Fehr  
 The Master Gardeners of 

Alameda County (MGAC) 
have taken another step 
toward their plans for an 
educational garden in Pleas-
anton.  

Members of the program 
– dubbed Master Gardeners 
– have put up a sign inform-
ing observers of the plot’s 

future use as part of the City 
of Pleasanton’s Bernal Park 
Community Farm, off Lagu-
na Creek Lane, east of the 
680 freeway. The city has 
not yet published a timeline 
for construction of the park. 

“We are so excited to 
have this spot in Pleasanton 

where we can provide class-
es and information locally,” 
said Master Gardener Patti 
Joki. “The city council gave 
us the ability to have this 
permanent location and 
we can also grow food and 
help underprivileged indi-
viduals.”  

Joki is one of the non-
profit’s lead organizers 
for their annual plant sale, 
coming up April 1-2 at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 
and said once open, the new 
site will enable the Master 
Gardener program to grow 
its offerings in the East Bay.  

Master Gardener Lou 
Astbury said members of 
the program also planted 
a cover crop on the site in 
December to prepare the 
ground for future use.  

“The cover crop is a mix 
of a soil builder seed mix 
and a wildflower mix to 
prepare the soil and provide 
a habitat for bees and other 
pollinators,” Astbury said. 
“We have been giving away 
the same seeds in packets 
at both the Pleasanton and 
Livermore libraries with in-
formation about the benefits 
of cover crops. They have 
been quite popular.”  

Astbury and the other 
members of the MGAC 
program take pride in their 
titles, having completed a 
12-week course through the 
University of California, 

and continuing education 
each year, as well as volun-
teer hours. The group offers 
their classes and knowledge 
free to the public, and their 
new site will support those 
efforts.  

Joki said the idea of an 
educational garden was first 
floated in 2015 and sup-
ported by nine individuals. 
Now, there are 25 master 
gardeners from all over the 
Tri-Valley actively working 
to move the project forward.  

“All these individuals are 
embracing this whole idea 
of giving back to their com-
munity,” Joki said. “Helping 
out individuals who are 
less fortunate, sharing their 
enjoyment of being outside 
and their knowledge to help 
others go through this arena 
of plants and how good they 
are for you … we were so 
happy to be putting the sign 
up and that this project is 
moving forward.” 

The Educational Garden 
will serve to grow plants 
for the annual plant sale, 
store equipment, offer class-
es, and produce food and 
plants for local charitable 
organizations and school 
gardens. Master gardeners 
currently utilize several lo-
cations across the Tri-Valley 
to serve these needs. Much 
of their recent efforts are 
focused on the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, where they 

are propagating seedlings 
on the shuffleboard courts 
in preparation for their plant 
sale.  

For last year’s plant sale, 
master gardeners grew 5,500 
plants, selling 4,075 and do-
nating 500 to area groups. 
They raised $13,000, all of 
which Joki said goes back 
into the program to purchase 
plants and supplies, finance 
the educational garden and 
fund classes.  

Judy Matthew oversaw 
the donations of leftover 
plants after last year’s sale. 
She worked with several 
organizations such as the 
Cal-Fresh Healthy Living 
Program, Sunflower Hill, 
St. Claire Episcopal Church 
garden, Village High School 
and Santa Rita Jail to donate 
tomatoes, peppers, herbs 
and other food producing 
plants.  

“We are very glad to be 
able to donate those plants 
to people that can use them,” 
Matthew said. “Several of 
the schools in Oakland have 
food gardens, so we donated 
some of those to the schools’ 
gardens and they are certain-
ly put to very effective use.” 

MGAC provides free 
information to anyone in its 
classes, and online through 
its virtual help desk. Any-
one can fill out the form on 
the MGAC website to ask 
a question about anything 

flora-related and receive 
an answer from a Master 
Gardener.  

For more information on 
the MGAC Program, visit 
www.acmg.ucanr.edu.  

The  MGAC Plant Sale 
will take place April 1-2 
at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
in Pleasanton. For more 
information, visit www.
incredibleedibleplantsale.
com. Pre-ordering will be 
available on the website in 
mid-March.  

To donate to MCAC, 

visit https://bit.ly/indy_mg-
donate. 

Master Gardeners Program Promotes Education and Sustainability  

Pleasanton Mayor Karla 
Brown will deliver the annu-
al State of the City address 
at the Palm Event Center, 
1184 Vineyard Ave., on 
Wednesday, March 29. 

Tickets to the 11 a.m. 
luncheon, hosted by the 
Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce, are $75 and are 
available at www.pleasan-
ton.org. 

“I am pleased to join 

the Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce to present 
the State of the City update 
this year,” Brown said. “It 
is an honor to reflect and 
acknowledge the achieve-
ments we have made togeth-
er over the past year, as we 
set our sights on a strategic 
and sustainable future.” 

A resident of Pleasanton 
for the past 29 years, Brown 
is serving her second term as 

mayor. She also served two 
terms on the Pleasanton City 
Council and is a licensed 
real estate broker. 

Jill Buck, board chair for 
the Chamber of Commerce 
and founder of the nonprofit 
Go Green Initiative, noted 
that “Pleasanton faces many 
challenges, from housing to 
water quality, that require 
collaboration across broad 
stakeholder groups. The 

State of the City event is a 
unique opportunity to hear 
from the mayor and learn 
how to substantively engage 
in the most pressing issues 
in our community.”

Pleasanton Mayor Karla Brown Set to Deliver State of City Address

Friends of Open Space Creates Student Scholarship Program
Friends of Open Space 

and Vineyards (FOV), a 
Livermore-based nonprofit 
that supports the permanent 
protection of the Livermore 
Valley’s open spaces and 
agricultural land, will offer 
two new $750 scholarships 
for students majoring in 
Environmental Studies and 
Environmental Science at 
Las Positas College. 

For several years, FOV, 
founded in 1981 as Save the 
Vineyards, funded scholar-

ships for students in the Viti-
culture and Winery Technol-
ogy programs at the college.  

The organization said the 
new scholarships are intend-
ed to encourage and reward 
students for their academic 
efforts and activities outside 
the classroom aimed at im-
proving the quality of the lo-
cal and global environment. 

The college created the 
environmental majors in 
2009, in part through the 
efforts of Eric Harpell, a 

physics professor at Las 
Positas and an FOV board 
member. The FOV scholar-
ships are the first intended 
specifically for students in 
the new majors.  

FOV said its view the 
scholarships as a natural 
step in developing the next 
generation of environmental 
stewards and activists who 
will work to protect the 
Livermore Valley. 

For more information, go 
to fov.org.

Park District Program to Cover Niles Canyon Railway 
East Bay Regional Park District naturalist Erica Stephens will present a program on the history 
of the Niles Canyon Transcontinental Railway, including the role of Chinese workers, from noon 
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 4, at the Sunol Wilderness Regional Preserve visitor center. The 
program is free and registration is not required. There is a $5 parking fee per vehicle. The Sunol 
Wilderness visitors center is at the end of Geary Road about five miles south of I-680 and the 
town of Sunol. For more information, call 510-544-3249.



www.independentnews.com	 MARCH 2, 2023 • The Independent  33

Advancing knowledge,
improving lives.

Our world is constantly changing. And every day, 

Stanford Medicine advances our understanding. Our 

world-class school of medicine and adult and 

children’s health care systems work together, expanding 

what we know and sharing what we discover, to 

make breakthroughs happen faster and reach wider.

Discover more at stanfordmedicine.org

Children’s Health
School of Medicine 
Health Care
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Mailbox Guidelines: 
Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are 
those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of The Inde-
pendent. Anonymous let-
ters will not be published. 
All letters are required 
to have the name(s) of 
the person(s) submitting 
them, city of residence and 
phone number, for verifi-
cation purposes. Abusive 
letters may be rejected or 
edited. Letters are subject 
to verification and may be 
edited for clarity at the 
discretion of the editor. We 
reserve the right to decide 
whether or not the letter 
will be published. Head-
ings for all letters may be 
edited at the discretion of 
the editor to properly re-
flect their content. A head-
line will be added to let-
ters received without one. 
Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of 
their letters delayed. Let-
ters must be submitted by 
someone living in or from 
the Tri-Valley; they must 
not offer medical advice 
from unconfirmed profes-
sional sources or contain 
libelous or inappropriate 
content. Letters should be 
limited to 400 words or 
less and should be sent by 
email to letters@indepen-
dentnews.com or submit-
ted using the form below. 
To be considered, letters 
must be received by 10 
a.m. on the Monday before 
publication.

The Independent strongly supports a 
rehearing on the California Public Utili-
ties Commission’s (CPUC) decision last 
December to cut the amount of money 
solar users are reimbursed for installing 
solar panels. 

The CPUC unanimously approved 
a program that would reduce by nearly 
75% the credits that future solar users can 
receive for sharing energy with the grid.  

The governor and CPUC’s choice 
doesn’t respect the interests of the public 
as we work toward important climate 
goals. Instead, they made a decision 
that will benefit the utility companies 
and make solar cost prohibitive during 

a critical era that should be focused on 
incentivizing green energy generation. 
“Disappointing” doesn’t cover it. This 
was a money grab for the utility compa-
nies during a global crisis.  

Without a corrected course, we’re 
slowing progress toward a carbon-free 
energy future. We are running out of time. 
According to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, “without 
dramatic action in the next couple of 
decades, we are unlikely to keep global 
warming in this century below 2.7° Fahr-
enheit (1.5° Celsius) compared to pre-in-
dustrial temperatures—a threshold that 
experts say offers a lower risk of serious 

negative impacts.”  
The time for dramatic action is now, 

and it doesn’t involve passing the buck to 
working class Californian families. Mi-
crogrids could offer a solution by reducing 
utility costs while increasing solar usage. 
Microgrids offer several other benefits, 
including increased resilience and reliabil-
ity of electricity supply, especially during 
natural disasters or grid failures. They can 
also promote renewable energy adoption 
and reduce carbon emissions, as they allow 
for the integration of renewable energy 
sources, such as solar and wind power. 

It’s time to revisit this decision for the 
future of solar and our climate. 

Help is on the Way for 
Rental Property Owners 
David Haubert, Alameda 
County Supervisor, District 1 

On Feb. 9, I held a com-
munity town hall to learn 
more about the impacts of the 
County’s eviction moratori-
um that was put in place years 
ago to help struggling renters 
get by during the pandemic. 
It was clear to me that many 
rental housing providers have 
been denied the rents that are 
rightfully theirs as a direct 
result of the eviction morato-
rium.  Instead of focusing on 
our most vulnerable residents 
the moratorium has been used 
by many renters who are ca-
pable of paying rent as a blan-
ket justification to shirk their 
responsibility. As a result, 
housing providers are owed 
tens, perhaps hundreds of 
millions of dollars of unpaid 
rent. As a result, many rental 
housing providers have been 
forced to sell or face bank-
ruptcy or foreclosure, thereby 
reducing the available rental 
housing stock.  

In addition to unpaid rent, 
the eviction moratorium 
brought out the worst in peo-
ple. Many housing providers 
report tenants exhibiting de-
liberate harassment of neigh-
boring tenants, unlawful 
subletting, and ignoring lease 
terms with impunity because 
they feel emboldened by the 
eviction moratorium.  

The original intent of the 
moratorium was to protect 
renters from the catastroph-
ic effects of COVID-19. But 
conditions have changed 
since the early days of the 
pandemic. The shelter-in-

place order was eliminated 
many months ago and ev-
eryone is now back to work, 
vaccines are widely available 
with over 90% of residents 
protected, hospitalizations 
are at an all-time low, and 
even mask requirements have 
largely gone away. That’s 
why every other county in 
America has eliminated or 
amended their eviction mor-
atorium.   

After many months of de-
lays, the Board of Supervi-
sors will finally hold a hear-
ing on February 28 to discuss 
whether to end the morato-
rium, which I support. My 
message to property owners 
is this: help is on the way. I 
am committed to identifying 
ways that the County can 
make property owners whole, 
repaying the lost rent denied 
to them so they can continue 
to provide naturally afford-
able housing in Alameda 
County. I am committed to 
protecting property owners 
from foreclosure and bank-
ruptcy. I am committed to 
preserving the moratorium’s 
original intent to protect rent-
ers who are struggling as a di-
rect result of COVID-19.  

I look forward to continu-
ing to generate creative solu-
tions alongside our commu-
nity. 

  
Happy to See the 
Vast Improvements in 
Flood Control  
Kenneth Henneman, Pleasanton  

Your article last week on 
FEMA and the large January 
rainstorm (5” at Dublin, about 
a 1 in 100 yrs. storm) and 
flooding increases interest in, 
and awareness of, unusually 
large storms that cause Val-
ley flooding. — — Below are 
comments on Del Valle Res-
ervoir control of large Valley 
storms & flooding.   

Flood worry. On the day 
after the large 5”/day rain-
storm, I was worried that if it 
continued to rain hard the fol-
lowing days in the watershed 
above Del Valle Reservoir, 
or if the forecasted following 
week rainstorm was unusual-
ly large— we could have had 
extensive flooding in west 
Pleasanton (& elsewhere). 
Because water flowing over 
the Reservoir spillway lip 
will be very damaging.   

What is large? By an un-
usually large megastorm I 
mean one causing water to 
overflow the spillway lip 
into Arroyo del Valle at a rate 
likely five times larger than 
the 2,000 cubic feet per sec-
ond that was released. Which 
flooded trails. — — The Res-
ervoir was designed to con-
tain, below the spillway lip, 
runoff from about a 1:200 yr 
storm. Technically the design 
contains a 12” rainfall over 3 
days over the 150 square mile 
watershed. It does a good job, 
note peak Arroyo del Valle 
flow during the 1955 flood 
was 18,000 cfs. Since the 
1960s it has been kept below 
3,000 cfs.   

What is extensive? By large 
extensive flooding I mean 
flooding the 4,000-6,000-acre 
floodplain in west Pleasanton 
where 30,000-40,000 people 
live (According to 2018 Val-
ley Hazardous Management 
Plan). — — These values 

are for a 1:500 yrs. storm, 
which storms, unfortunate-
ly, appear to be happening 
much more frequently. Caus-
ing one to worry now when 
a megastorm is forecasted. I 
worried when 5” of rain fell 
in one day, almost half of the 
12” needed to cause spillway 
overflow.   

What’s the good news? 
Since the Oroville flood event 
better stream flow flooding 
forecast tools have been de-
veloped. Knowing a day or 
two ahead of time really helps 
people be prepared. During 
last month’s rainstorm I 
found, unexpectedly and de-
lightedly, online real time 
forecasts of Del Valle Reser-
voir storage and inflow, mak-
ing it possible now to warn 
us if a megaflood is coming. 
A key reason for these com-
ments. I was delighted with 
this vast improvement in 
flood control & flood warn-
ing systems that I delt with 
during my 55 years as a water 
engineer.  

Volunteer for Tactical 
East Avenue!  
Trish Munro, Livermore  

 For more than thirty years, 
East Avenue has been my path 
to downtown Livermore. I 
know exactly where the speed 
limit switches from 40 mph to 
30 mph as the road narrows 
and becomes more residen-
tial. I know when school lets 
out and which lanes to avoid 
as cars line up to collect chil-
dren, as children race out of 
school on foot, bikes, or to the 
waiting cars. I know the labs’ 
commute hours. I’ve walked 
and biked down East Avenue 
to the RLCC by myself, with 
children, and with grandchil-
dren. The point being: East 
Avenue is a well-used street 
and the people who travel on 
it do so for many reasons.   

East Avenue is also one 
of the oldest streets in Liv-
ermore, which means that as 
Livermore has grown into the 
street, the number of people 
using the street and the rea-
sons they use it have grown. 
So how can all the different 
stakeholders get these very 
different needs met? And, 
most importantly, how can 
the street be safer for every-
one?   

That’s what Tactical East 
Avenue is about. Over the 
last couple of years, the City 
of Livermore conducted a 
Corridor Study to understand 
mobility and safety on East 
Avenue between Livermore 
Avenue and Vasco Road, a 
segment identified as a prior-
ity corridor in the Livermore 
Active Transportation Plan.  

 In the next few weeks, 
the City of Livermore will 
start implementing Tactical 
East Avenue, a pilot project 
to test ways to improve East 
Avenue’s safety and mobility. 
This kind of testing is called 
Tactical Urbanism. How does 
it work? Where there are plac-
es where a city wants to make 
major changes—to increase 
safety, to build community, or 
for some other reason— Tac-
tical Urbanism uses low-cost, 
temporary materials and vol-
unteer help to pilot-test those 
changes. It’s cheap, it’s tem-
porary, and it allows every-
one to test new ideas.  

 That’s what Tactical East 
Avenue does: allows the 
City of Livermore and the 
community to experiment 
with proposed changes. The 
pilot project will focus on 
East Avenue from Maple 
Street to Hillcrest Avenue. 
From March 13 to March 17, 
volunteers can help install 
temporary curb extensions, 
painted median refuges, and 
high visibility crosswalks. 
The changes thus created will 
be evaluated over six months 
and help shape the future of 

East Avenue. Here’s a link to 
find out more and volunteer: 
https://www.eastavecorridor-
study.com/.   

  
City’s Growth is 
Not Sustainable  
Matt Sullivan, Pleasanton City 
Council, 2004-2012  
Pleasanton Planning Com-
mission, 1998-2004   

The City of Pleasanton is 
seeing an explosion of growth 
and development not seen 
since the 1980s when Hacien-
da Business Park and Stoner-
idge Mall were constructed. 
This time it is driven by an 
alliance of tech companies 
and the state legislature forc-
ing cities to rezone enormous 
amounts of property for tech 
worker high-density housing 
and by our city governments’ 
desire to increase growth-re-
lated revenue. It would be 
bad enough if the impacts of 
this growth – traffic, air pollu-
tion, and quality of life – were 
spread equitably to all parts 
of town. But most of this new 
growth regime has focused on 
the city’s northwest area. This 
started with Costco and the 
hotels and other retail devel-
opment at the Johnson Drive 
Economic Development 
Zone, the Workday and 10x 
Genomics high-tech office 
complexes at the mall, and 
the recent approval of zoning 
for up to 2000 housing units 
and an expansion of retail 
uses at Stoneridge Mall. This 
development will dispropor-
tionally affect the Muirwood 
and Val Vista neighborhoods 
by concentrating the impact 
on these residents. This is a 
clear case of environmental 
injustice perpetrated by the 
city government on its resi-
dents.  

But the people in this area 
have little recourse to oppose 
these projects. When the City 
Council established election 
District 1, these residential 
neighborhoods were com-
bined with Hacienda Busi-
ness Park. This districting 
violated the state guidelines 
that communities should be 
contiguous and have com-
mon issues. This has result-
ed in our neighborhood’s 
disenfranchisement and left 
us without the political pow-
er of the vote to stop this. 
Only Jeff Nibert, the District 
1 Councilmember, is at risk 
for any constituent backlash 
and, to his credit, opposed 
the Stoneridge expansion. 
But one vote isn’t enough to 
stop a project. The rest of the 
Council voted for these proj-
ects and are immune to voter 
repercussions because of the 
districting.   

In the bigger picture, this 
growth is not sustainable. 
When replicated across every 
city and town in the country, 
it puts all of us at risk for 
climate catastrophe and bio-
sphere degradation. What is 
needed is a re-visioning of 
the city’s growth, develop-
ment, and fiscal policies and 
the prioritization of neighbor-
hood integrity, quality of life, 
environmental justice, and 
sustainability.  

   
Right Idea in the 
Wrong Place 
Alex Abey, Livermore  

The Asbury property is 
the wrong location for a tiny 
homes project; an otherwise 
commendable idea. For those 
who are unaware, the As-
bury property in question is 
an undeveloped greenspace 
that is partially used by the 
non-profit Fertile Ground-
works to serve its mission 
“to encourage, empower, and 
teach individuals and com-
munities to grow healthy, 
nutritious food, organically 
and sustainably.” To visual-
ize the property in question, I 

encourage you to visit www.
fertilegroundworks.org.  

This location is a boundary 
property between the City of 
Livermore and unincorpo-
rated Alameda County. Two 
sides of the rectangular prop-
erty abut Alameda County 
land that is zoned for rural 
residential activities such as 
viticulture, tree farming, and 
plant nurseries, as well as 
raising sheep, goats, cows, 
and horses. For many years, 
the Asbury property has 
served as a transitional space 
between suburban Livermore 
and rural Alameda County.  

The residents of Buena 
Vista Avenue who abut the 
Asbury property on two sides 
do not vote in Livermore City 
Council elections and there-
fore have no representation 
in City government. Perhaps 
this makes the property a 
more attractive target for de-
velopment by the City? Few-
er constituents to deal with?  

Residents of Buena Vista 
have the privilege of choos-
ing to live in a rural residen-
tial environment and are un-
derstandably loathed to lose 
this transitional greenspace. 
I believe there is a middle 
ground approach that would 
allow Asbury to expand its 
charitable mission while at 
the same time preserving the 
rural/suburban interface. The 
answer is to allow Fertile 
Groundworks (or another en-
tity) to expand their use of the 
property for food production. 
This would help to feed the 
at-risk population in the area 
while at the same time pre-
serving the more rural char-
acter of the property.  

There are many ways to 
help vulnerable populations, 
and an agricultural use is 
much more suited to this 
property and the desires of 
neighboring residents.  

In Other Words...  
Patricia Best-Thorstad, 

Livermore  
In other words, Mr. Kind 

Gent, you have given me my 
“Rosebud.”  

 “Wh...whi...white carna-
tions...”  

  
Stop the Bunk on 
Homelessness! 
 Greg Scott, Livermore 

“Livermore residents 
should be proud of the work 
we do to care for everyone.” 
(Trish Munro, “A Few Ques-
tions for the Weekend,” Mail-
box, 2/23). 

To me, the misconceptions 
presented in Ms. Munro’s last 
letter on homelessness, along 
with the falseness in her let-
ter on homelessness last Sep-
tember, are both insulting 
and sickening. I could write 
thousands of words and many 
letters in rebuttal. It is my 
community responsibility to 
counter this misinformation 
on homelessness. 

This Pollyannaish theo-
ry of “care for everyone” is 
woefully misleading. I was 
acquainted with six home-
less individuals who died in 
Livermore during the SARS-
CoV-2 pandemic. At least 
five others I didn’t know also 
died. Are we, as a commu-
nity, “proud” of this? This 
demonstrates our love for fel-
low human beings? 

Richard French was a City 
of Livermore homeless nem-
esis. He attended Livermore 
High School and was a former 
U.S. Marine. Mr. French had 
a Monday routine of leaving 
his possessions in a decrep-
it bicycle trailer at Carnegie 
Park and walking to the old 
Vineyard Church on North 
Livermore Avenue to shower 
and get something to eat. One 
fateful Monday, the City of 
Livermore confiscated all of 
his stowed belongings.  

That evening I went to 
the Livermore City Council 

and during the Community 
Forum, I begged the City to 
return Mr. French’s things to 
him. Two to three days later, 
they were returned - but with-
out the bicycle trailer. How 
was he to move his posses-
sions? Try being out at night 
with just the clothes on your 
back and no bedding. Was 
this an ethical treatment? Are 
we “proud” of this? 

Sometime afterwards, Mr. 
French’s son loaned him a 
small pickup truck. Richard 
got sick at the Arroyo Plaza 
encampments and was taken 
to the hospital. The truck was 
impounded. Mr. French told 
me he lost important papers. 
After being released from 
the hospital, sans truck, Mr. 
French just laid on the ground 
a lot in various locations. He 
then died. Problem solved. 

This is just one story of too 
many. 

“Who knows why / Some-
day we all must die / We’re 
all homeless boys and girls / 
And we are never heard / It’s 
such a lonely, lonely, lonely, 
lonely world / People turn 
their heads and walk on by / 
Tell me, is it worth just anoth-
er try? 

Light of the world, shine 
on me / Love is the answer” 
(Rundgren et al., “Love Is the 
Answer”) 

 
Livermore Valley Half 
This Weekend  
Tania Panarello, Livermore   

The Livermore Valley Half 
Marathon is this Sunday, 
March 5, 2023. The Inde-
pendent should be posting a 
list of times of expected road 
closures; please check out 
the info to plan your day ac-
cordingly. Livermore Police 
Department has also posted 
these closures on NextDoor, 
Facebook and Twitter.   

For more information, visit 
livermorevalleyhalf.com:  

- For a map of the half 
marathon course: Click on 
“Race”, then “Course + 
Schedule”.  

- To volunteer: Click on 
“Get Involved”, then “Volun-
teer”, then “Join Our Event 
Crew” to see available volun-
teer opportunities.   

My husband and I have 
both run this race, and al-
though this year’s storms 
have changed the original 
course a bit, it is still a won-
derful event. Last year, we 
both cheered on runners at 
various locations; this year, 
we will be official volunteers. 
Let’s hope for a beautiful 
day; come on down and join 
the fun! Shop Farmers’ Mar-
ket and local businesses, and 
cheer on the runners! Believe 
me, that extra bit of commU-
NITY support can make all 
the difference to runners to 
push through those last chal-
lenging miles, and all the 
miles in-between.  

For all Livermore residents 
and visitors: Thank you for 
your patience as you navigate 
the roads!  

For all peace officers and 
medical personnel: Thank 
you for keeping everyone 
safe!  

For all volunteers: Thank 
you for helping out!  

For all race participants: 
Have fun and have a great 
race – YOU GOT THIS! 
(“You’re almost there!”)  

   
Securing Liberty 
Jan Brovont, Livermore 

“Liberty cannot be pre-
served without a general 
knowledge among the peo-
ple.” John Adams, a signer of 
Declaration of Independence, 
the first Vice President of 
the United States and sec-
ond President of the United 
States.  He said this in a letter 
to John Taylor, 1814. 
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Entries are currently being accepted for Pleasanton’s Youth in Excellence Art Awards 
program. Contestants, seen above in past years, compete in several arts categories.    
(Photo courtesy of Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council)

Danielle Fowler, left, and Anu Kaur, right, were recently 
sworn into the Livermore Police Department. (Photo 
courtesy of LPD)

Two Foo th i l l  H igh 
School alums, Danielle 

Fowler and Anu Kaur, have 
joined the Pleasanton Po-

lice Department. 
Kaur, a former Police 

Explorer with Pleasanton, 
was a deputy with Alameda 
County before joining the 
Pleasanton police force. 
She has a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting information 
systems from San Jose 
State University.  

Fowler, a dispatcher for 
the San Leandro Police 
Department for more than 
15 years, will serve in the 
same capacity in Pleas-
anton.  

“We gladly welcome 
Dispatcher Fowler and 
Officer Kaur as they con-
tinue their careers in pub-
lic safety and serve their 
hometown,” said Police 
Chief David Swing.

Foothill Alums Join Pleasanton Police Department

Livermore Hopes to Continue Garbage  
Contract With Vasco Road Landfill
By Larry Altman 

The Livermore City 
Council on Monday ap-
proved notifying Republic 
Services Vasco Road Land-
fill that the city wants to ne-
gotiate a long-term contract 
with the facility that has 
accepted the community’s 
refuse for seven decades. 

The unanimous council 
vote concurred with a staff 
recommendation to alert 
Republic Services that the 
city wants to extend its 
soon-to-expire contract with 
the facility at 4001 N. Vasco 
Road for a year in order to 
come up with a deal that 
might last another 20 to 30 
years. 

The move to give Re-
public Services the sole 
opportunity to negotiate a 
deal means the city will not 
solicit bids from other solid 
waste disposal facilities, 
including Waste Manage-
ment’s Altamont Landfill in 
Livermore and other dumps 
in nearby counties. 

“If directed to pursue 
sole source negotiations 
for a disposal agreement 
with the Vasco Landfill, it 
is expected that Livermore 
would continue to have the 
lowest price per ton for mu-
nicipal solid waste disposal 
among all of the other juris-
dictions served by the Vasco 
Landfill,” Judy Erlandson, 
the city’s interim assistant 
public works director, told 
the council. 

“Republic Services is 
also committed to expand 
their construction and dem-
olition sorting operation 
to increase the recovery of 
(recyclables),” Erlandson 
continued. “The site of the 
Vasco Landfill could also 
be a possible disaster debris 
staging location if the city 
of Livermore were to need 
debris storage after a severe 
event.” 

Should a deal not be 
reached, the city would open 
up bids with other waste 
disposal companies. The 

latest contract with Repub-
lic Services approved by 
the Livermore City Council 
in 2002 is set to expire on 
Dec. 31. 

Erlandson told the coun-
cil that Republic Services 
must agree to the terms of 
the extension; the company 
has informed the city that 
it wants the one-year ex-
tension to include a 4.5% 
increase on its base rate 
of $20.24 per ton of solid 
waste the city sends there. 

Erlandson said other 
companies, including Waste 
Connections’ Potrero Hills 
Landfill, could accommo-
date the city’s solid waste 
and might be interested in 
making a bid, but other fa-
cilities likely would be more 
expensive. Trash hauled 
longer distances must be on 
large trucks, she said. 

“Other impacts of trans-
ferring waste to out-of-
county landfills would be 
increased emissions, traffic 
congestion and additional 
fees,” Erlandson said. “If 
the Livermore sanitation 
facility on National Drive 
were to be used to transfer 
waste from small trucks 
to larger trucks, ratepay-
er-funded investments in 
infrastructure and equip-
ment would be necessary. 
And current permits would 
need to be modified, which 
could take years to finalize. 
And impacts to the area 
around the facility, such 
as odors, litter, additional 
truck traffic, would all likely 
increase.” 

City Councilmember 
Brittni Kiick said she agreed 
with the decision to extend 
negotiations with Republic 
Services to keep in line with 
the city’s Climate Action 
Plan. Kiick said she was 
surprised to see the lengthy 
distances of other landfills 
in the Bay Area. 

“I understand that there 
is generally an equity issue 
where we want it to be fair 
that everyone can have an 
opportunity. However, to 

maintain our climate goals 
and to maintain the best 
rate that we promised, my 
personal thought is that 
we should do that one-year 
extension and continue with 
Republic Services. It just 
honestly seems silly to drive 
our trash farther away,” 
Kiick said. 

Waste Connections owns 
Livermore’s trash haul-
er, Livermore Sanitation, 
which holds the contract for 
the pickup of solid waste, re-
cyclables and compostable 
materials from residents’ 
curbs and trucking the solid 
waste to the Vasco Road 
site. That contract continues 
through 2030. 

In other council business, 
the panel unanimously ap-
proved modifications to the 
city’s development code to 
require E-commerce dis-
tribution facilities to be 
located in the city’s heavily 
industrial district along with 
traditional warehouses and 
obtain Conditional Use Per-
mits (CUP) to operate. The 
CUP will enable city leaders 
to review E-Commerce sites 
for traffic, noise and other 
issues. 

The move comes fol-
lowing Amazon Logistics’ 
$66 million purchase of a 
610,000-square-foot build-
ing at 400 Longfellow Court 
in 2019 to use as a delivery 
station, the last stop for 
packages before drivers 
drop them on porches. 

The council also adjust-
ed a decision in 2021 that 
allowed people working at 
home to have three clients 
on-site at one time from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Besides 
setting standards for what 
work could be done at home 
to avoid noise, dust and odor 
for neighbors, the decision 
required those working at 
home to annually renew a 
“home occupation permit” 
to do so. The council’s Mon-
day night vote eliminates 
that annual requirement 
for people who do not have 
clients on-site. 

By David Jen 
With concessions won 

for the protection of Tesla 
Park near Livermore, Cali-
fornia State Parks continues 
its search for Bay Area prop-
erties on which to expand 
off-highway vehicle (OHV) 
access. 

Previously intended 
for the expansion of the 
Carnegie State Vehicular 
Recreation Area, the 3,100 
hilly acres in southeastern 
Alameda County, common-
ly known as Tesla Park, 
became a topic of discussion 
when expansion studies 
documented a high level of 
biodiversity in the area. 

According to the Cali-
fornia Native Plant Society 
(CNPS), the area supports 
42 protected wildlife spe-
cies, including the threat-
ened California tiger sala-
mander and the California 
red-legged frog. 

“The land we call Tesla 
Park is within the ancestral 
homelands of the Yokuts 
and Ohlone peoples, where 
it traditionally provided 
seasonal hunting, gathering, 
and trading grounds, and 
it holds sacred ceremoni-

al sites,” states the CNPS 
website. 

While Senate Bill (SB) 
155, signed in September 
2021, protected Tesla Park 
from use as a state vehicular 
recreation area, it also trans-
ferred $29.8 million from 
the state’s General Fund 
to the Off-Highway Vehi-
cle Trust Fund and named 
Henry Coe State Park as a 
possible new location for 
OHV access. 

“When the Friends of 
Tesla Park were talking 
about buying out the 3,100 
acres, the order of magni-
tude was $9 million — that 
was roughly the purchase 
cost of those 3,100 acres,” 
said Dick Schneider, mem-
ber of Friends of Tesla Park, 
a group that worked to keep 
OHV access out of the area. 
“In the closed-door negotia-
tions, both the idea of open-
ing up Henry Coe as well as 
the $28 million in total came 
out of the package.” 

Henry Coe State Park 
was the only area explicitly 
named in SB 155 as an area 
for consideration. 

At 87,000 acres, Henry 
Coe’s large size has sup-
ported both those for and 

against opening up OHV 
activities there. The space 
could provide large buffers 
between multiple uses in the 
park, but also could stand 
out as a large, contiguous 
wilderness in the highly 
built-out Bay Area. 

“The park’s size is spe-
cifically what makes it an 
important intact refuge for 
at-risk species, including 
mountain lions, at a time 
when a combination of re-
gional development pres-
sures and climate change 
impacts make such wild 
places necessary for sur-
vival,” read a Sierra Club 
statement. 

State Parks, however, 
stressed that it has not yet 
made any firm decisions. 

“While the bill specifical-
ly mentioned areas within 
Henry Coe State Park, this 
language does not require 
State Parks to allow OHV 
recreation at Henry Coe; 
it is a recommendation to 
explore the viability of that 
recreation,” read the State 
Parks website. 

Future meetings seeking 
public input can be found 
on the State Parks website 
at bit.ly/indy_henrycoeohv.

The Search for Local OHV Space Continues

FENTANYL
(Continued from first page)

illegally manufactured and 
distributed. 

In 2021, LPD received at 
least four calls for service 
related to fentanyl. In 2022, 
that number nearly tripled to 
at least 11 calls for service. 
Statewide, in 2021, more 
than 5,000 statewide opi-
oid deaths were related to 
fentanyl, with 224 of those 
deaths related to teenagers. 

Livermore parent Judy 
Burrescia appeared in the 
video that was shown to 
the Livermore High student 
body, describing how her 
daughter Coreen, a Granada 
High School alum, died of a 
fentanyl overdose in 2019. 

“In high school, she felt 
like she had to fit into the 
crowd,” said Burrescia. “I 
don’t know when she first 
used drugs other than al-
cohol, but pretty soon you 
start to use it because it is 
so addictive.”   

Af te r  h igh  schoo l , 
Coreen became pregnant, 
and when the baby was 
born, they found traces of 
heroin in the baby’s blood-
stream. The baby was un-
harmed, but Coreen was 
legally mandated to enter 
rehab. Burrescia said that 
once her daughter was re-
leased from rehab, she ap-
peared to have recovered.  

“And for three and a 
half years she was ok,” her 
mother continued. “To this 
day I don’t know how or 
when she started to use it 
again. Unfortunately, in just 
one use she died. She used 
it and stopped breathing. 
That’s what fentanyl does. 
It’s just a tiny, tiny grain of 
sand, and you’re dead.”  

Burrescia said her daugh-
ter wanted to be a fourth-

grade teacher, but drugs 
destroyed those dreams 
along with her family. 

“We miss that empty 
chair at the dinner table at 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas,” Burrescia said. “It’s 
been four years, and you 
think you’ll get over it, but 
you don’t.” 

Members of Mothers 
Against Drug Addiction and 
Deaths (MADAD) praised 
the LPD for its efforts in 
bringing attention to the 
nation’s ongoing epidemic. 

“Mothers Against Drug 
Addiction and Deaths is 
grateful to Livermore Police 
Department for proactively 
working to keep kids and 
teens safe through edu-
cation,” the group posted 
online.  

For more information 
on the dangers of Fentanyl, 

visit United States Drug En-
forcement Administration: 
One Pill Can Kill at, https://
www.dea.gov/onepill; Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention at www.cdc.gov/
stopoverdose/Fentanyl/; 
and California Department 
of Public Health at www.
cdph.ca.gov/. 
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Alan Hu Foundation
P.O. Box 762
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-352-6844
Alanhufoundation.org

Amador Questers
1089 Geneva Street
Livermore, CA 94550-5661
925-292-8123
CalQuest.org
questers1944.org

Amador Valley Lions Club
P. O. Box 1764
Pleasanton, CA  94566
(925)  290-7592
Amador.valley.lions@gmail.com

Amador Valley Quilters
P.O. Box 955
Pleasanton, CA 94566
AmadorValleyQuilters.org

Amador Valley 
Scholarships, Inc
4764 Harrison St.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
amadorvalleyscholarshipsinc.org

Assistance League 
Amador Valley
P.O. Box 11843
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-461-6401
Assistanceleague.org/Amador-valley

Axis Community Health
5925 W. Las Positas Blvd.
Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-201-6068
Axishealth.org

Big Bay Ray, Inc.
Bigbayray16@gmail.com
925-523-3133
Bigbayray.com

Blankets For Kids
7580 Driftwood Way
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-846-6155

Cantabella Children’s 
Chorus
P.O. Box 131
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-292-2663
Cantabella.org

Cheza Nami
5424 Sunol Blvd. Suite 10-15
Pleasanton, CA 94566
chezanami.org

Christian Youth Theater 
Tri-Valley
P.O. Box 1586
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-421-1351
cyttrivalley.org

Citizens for Balanced 
Growth
661 S. N St.
Livermore, CA 94550
CitizensForBalancedGrowth.org

CityServe of Tri-Valley
P.O. Box 1613
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-223-6947
cityservetrivalley.org

Community Health 
Education Fund
CHEF/TVNF
C/O Maria Mancini
P.O. Box is 420
Livermore, CA 94551

Culinary Angels
4435 First St., #142
Livermore, CA 94550
CulinaryAngels.org

Dublin/San Ramon 
Women’s Club
PO Box 2443
Dublin CA 94568
gfwcdsr.org

Exceptional Needs Network
P.O. Box 3149
Livermore, CA 94551
925-215-2281
ennetwork.org

Feral Cat Foundation
P.O. Box 1173
Alamo, CA 94507
925-829-9098
Feralcatfoundation.org

Fertile GroundWorks
4743 East Avenue
Livermore, CA 94550
925-344-9090
Fertilegroundworks.org

Friends of the Livermore 
Library
P.O. Box 2483
Livermore, CA 94551
friendsoflivermorelibrary.org

Friends of Open Space 
and Vineyards
P.O. Box 1191
Livermore, CA 94551
fov.org

Goodness Village
1660 Freisman Rd. 
Livermore, Ca 94551
GVLivermore.org

Hively
6601 Owens Drive, Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-417-8733
BeHively.org

Hope Hospice
6377 Clark Ave.
Dublin, CA 94568
925-829-8770
HopeHospice.com/donate

Interfaith Sharing Inc.
678 Enos Way
Livermore, CA 94551
925-366-5567
saintbartslivermore.com

Las Positas CollegeFoundation
3000 Campus Hill Drive
Livermore, CA 94551
925-424-1010
LPCFoundation.org

Little Miracles Inc.
5424 Sunol Blvd. 10-184
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-623-5407
Littlemiraclespleasanton.org

Livermore-Amador
Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 901
Livermore, CA  94551
l-ags.org

Livermore-Amador 
Symphony Guild
P.O. Box 1049
Livermore, CA 94551
925-447-6454
Livermoreamadorsymphony.org/guild

Livermore Area Recreation 
& Park District Foundation
P.O. Box 3403
Livermore, CA 94551
925-373-5730
Larpd.org/larpd-foundation

Livermore Art Association
P.O. Box 216
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927
Livermoreartassociation.org

Livermore Filipino- 
American Organization, Inc.
P.O. Box 172
Livermore, CA 94551
Livermorefilam.org

Livermore-Granad Boosters
2117 Fourth St.
Livermore, CA 94550
livermoregranadaboosters.org

Livermore Heritage Guild
P.O. Box 961
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927
Lhg.org

Livermore Homeless Refuge
4743 East Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-895-4167
livermorehomelessrefuge.org

Livermore Jazz Society
info@livermorejazzsociety.org
503-459-2530
livermorejazzsociety.org

Livermore K9 Foundation
PO Box 1064
Livermore, CA. 94551
(925) 209-1029
livermorek9.org

Livermore Lab Foundation
c/o UC Office of National Labs
1111 Broadway, Suite 2130
Oakland, CA 94607
925-453-9382
Livermorelabfoundation.org

Livermore Lions Club
P.O. Box 975
Livermore, CA 94551
805-405-8743

Livermore Pleasanton 
Fire Fighters Foundation
4847 Hopyard Road
Suite 4, PMB 303
Pleasanton, CA 94588

Livermore Valley 
Education Foundation
849 East Stanley Boulevard
PMB Box 143
Livermore, CA 94550
LVEF.org

Livermore Valley Opera
P.O. Box 1002
Livermore, CA 94551
925-321-6964
Livermorevalleyopera.com

Livermore Valley
Performing Arts Center
2400 First St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-6100
LivermoreArts.com

Monthly Miracles
5211 Demarcus Blvd
Dublin, CA 94568
Monthlymiracles.org

Movements For The Mind
MovementsForTheMind.com
movementsforthemind@gmail.com

Museum on Main
603 Main Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566
902-462-2766
Museumonmain.org

NAMI Tri-Valley
P.O. Box 5563
Pleasanton CA 94566
925-980-5331
nami-trivalley.org

Open Heart Kitchen
1141 Catalina Dr. # 137,
Livermore CA 9  4550
(mailing address only)
925-580-1616
OpenHeartKitchen.org

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
PO Box 3134
Livermore, CA 94551
925-324-2775
www.pacificchamberorchestra.org

Pacific Locomotive 
Assoc., Inc. Operators of 
Niles Canyon Railway
P.O. Box 515
Sunol, CA 94586-0515
510-996-8420
NCRY.ORG

Parkinson’s Network of 
Mount Diablo / Tri Valley 
PD Support 
PNMD.net
trivalley@pnmd.net

Partners for Change Tri-Valley
4743 East Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
510-773-6356
pfctv.org

Paws In Need
Info@Paws-In-Need.org
925-551-1877
Paws-In-Need.org

Pleasanton Art League
P.O. Box 23
Pleasanton, CA 94566
Pal-art.com

Pleasanton Community 
Concert Band
P.O. Box 135
Pleasanton, CA 94566
info@pleasantonband.org
PleasantonBand.org

Quest Science Center
P.O. Box 2129
Livermore, CA 94551
925-292-8099
Quest-Science.org

Reins In Motion
Therapeutic Riding Program
P.O. Box 1001
Livermore, CA 94551
reinsinmotionca.com

Robot Garden 
Makerspace
700 Terminal Circle
Livermore, CA 94551
RobotGarden.org

Rotarian Foundation of 
Livermore
P.O. Box 2181
Livermore, CA 94551-2181
rotarianfoundationlivermore.org

Sandra J. Wing Healing
Therapies Foundation
5890 Stoneridge Dr., Suite 104
Pleasanton, CA 94588
866-862-7270
HealingTherapiesFoundation.org

School Of Imagination 
& Happy Talkers
9801 Dublin Blvd.
Dublin, CA 94568
925-829-9555
Schoolofimagination.org

Senior Support Program 
of The Tri-Valley
5353 Sunol Blvd.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-931-5378
SSPTV.org

Shakespeare’s 
Associates, dba 
Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival
P.O. Box 2616 
Livermore, CA 94551
925-443-2273
LivermoreShakes.org

Shepherds Gate
1660 Portola Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-443-4283
ShepherdsGate.org

Sleep In Heavenly Peace 
Alameda Co.
Daniel.curtis@shpbeds.org
510-827-7033
Shpbeds.org

SPECTRUM Community 
Services, Inc/Meals 
on Wheels
2621 Barrington Ct.
Hayward, CA 94545
510-881-0300
SpectrumCS.org

Sunflower Hill
info@sunflowerhill.org
925-800-1042
SunFlowerhill.org

The Taylor Family 
Foundation
P.O. Box 2450
Livermore CA, 94551
925-455-5118
TTFF.org

Three Valleys Community 
Foundation
5960 Inglewood Drive, Suite 201
Pleasanton, CA 94588
info@3vcf.org
www.3VCF.org

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
P.O. Box 11143
Pleasanton, CA 94588
TVAR.org

Tri-Valley Conservancy
1457 First St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-449-8706
Trivalleyconservnacy.org

Tri-Valley Haven
3663 Pacific Ave.
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-5842
TriValleyHaven.org

Tri-Valley Nonprofit 
Alliance
P.O. Box 2467
Livermore, CA 94550
TVNPA.org

Tri Valley Reach
P.O. Box 5564
Pleasanton, CA 94566
TriVallyReach.Org

Tri-Valley Repertory 
Theatre
P.O. Box 1445
Pleasanton, CA 94566
info@trivalleyrep.com
Trivalleyrep.org

ValleyCare Charitable
Foundation/Stanford 
Health Care-ValleyCare
1111 E. Stanley Blvd.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-4560
GiveValleyCare.org 

Valley Concert Chorale
P.O. Box 286
Livermore, CA 94551
Valleyconcertchorale.org

Valley Dance Theatre
2247-B Second St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-243-0925
Valleydancetheatre.com

Valley Humane Society
3670 Nevada St.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-426-8656
ValleyHumane.org

OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS NEED YOUR OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT, PLEASE DONATE IF YOU ARE ABLE!SUPPORT, PLEASE DONATE IF YOU ARE ABLE!

FREE NONPROFIT LISTING FOR LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS.
If you would like to be added please email kim@independentnews.com

CARTOONIST
(Continued from first page)

Members of the Livermore Community Police Academy Class #39 met for their first 
session on Wednesday, Feb. 16, and were greeted by Police Chief Jeramy Young and 
Capts. Jason Boberg and Julie Cochran. They also received a tour of Livermore Police 
Department (LPD) headquarters. The academy is a 10-week program that provides 
an overview of local law enforcement, including patrol procedures, Horizons Family 
Counseling, the records department, dispatch, school resource officers, and the 
Homeless Liaison Unit, Crime Prevention Unit, Traffic Unit, and Criminal Investigations 
Bureau. (Photo courtesy of LPD)

In a 73-minute response 
posted on YouTube on Sun-
day, Adams defended him-
self, saying he had instantly 
lost 80% of his income and 
that audiences had taken his 
words out of context. Some 
2,000 newspapers had car-
ried the satirical comic strip 
about the workplace since it 
began in 1989. 

“How many people are 
here to look at the train 
wreck?” Adams said during 
the video. “How many of you 
are from the media looking 
to get a new quote for your 
story?” 

Publishers including the 
Los Angeles Times, Boston 
Globe, Washington Post, 
Cleveland Plain Dealer and 
the USA Today network of 
hundreds of Gannett news-
papers dumped Dilbert over 
the weekend. The Bay Area 
News Group (BANG), which 
publishes the San Jose Mer-
cury News and the East Bay 
Times, canceled the comic 
strip immediately, as did its 
affiliated Southern Califor-
nia News Group publica-
tions that include the Orange 
County Register and Los 
Angeles Daily News. 

“In the wake of controver-
sial remarks by Dilbert artist 
Scott Adams, The Mercury 
News and East Bay Times 
will no longer carry the strip 
in our publications,” said 
Frank Pine, executive editor 
of the California newspapers. 
“We believe that commu-
nities are strengthened by 
embracing diversity and 
striving for unity as opposed 
to divisiveness and provo-
cation. With these values in 
mind, we cannot continue to 
publish Adams’ work for our 
audience.” 

Adams, who has a histo-
ry of making controversial 
statements and did not in-
troduce a Black character 
into his comic strip until 
last year, made his stunning 
remarks last week during 
his live-streamed YouTube 
show, “Real Coffee with 
Scott Adams.” 

During his talk, Adams 
commented on a Rasmussen 
Reports poll that asked if 
respondents agreed with the 
statement, “It’s OK to be 
White.” The Anti-Defama-
tion League said the phrase 
became popular about five 
years ago on the online forum 
4Chan and was seized as a 
slogan by White supremacist 
groups. 

Rasmussen said 53% of 
Black Americans agreed with 
the comment.  

Adams responded, “Near-
ly half of all Blacks are not 
okay with White people, 
according to this poll, not ac-
cording to me, according to 
this poll. That’s a hate group, 
and I don’t want to have 
anything to do with it. And I 
would say, you know, based 
on the current way things 
are going, the best advice I 
would give to White people 
is to get the hell away from 
Black people. Just get the 
f— away. Get wherever you 
have to go. Just get away.” 

Following a backlash, 

Adams posted another video 
explaining that he meant 
everyone should be treated 
individually without racism. 

But he doubled down 
on his previous statement, 
saying “You should also 
avoid any group that doesn’t 
respect you.” 

In his response Sunday, 
Adams said the media glom-
med onto the phrases “racist 
tirade” and “racist rant” in its 
stories about him but had not 
listened to his lengthy com-
mentary to put his words into 
perspective. His comments, 
he said, were taken out of 
context. 

“What was the context?” 
Adams asked. “The context 
is far too many Black Ameri-
cans have a negative opinion 
of White Americans. And 
then in general, as life advice, 
you shouldn’t spend time 
with people who, you know, 
let’s say in a statistical sense, 
are going to have a negative 
opinion about you. It’s a bad 
life strategy. So how many of 
you got that context without 
watching the video?” 

In addition to losing his 
newspaper income, Ad-
ams’ learned his publisher, 
Penguin Random House’s 
Portfolio, would no longer 
publish his book, “Reframe 
Your Brain.” The book was 
scheduled for release this 
September. 

Over the years, Adams 
created controversy express-
ing his right-wing political 
views. In removing Dilbert 
from its pages, the Los An-
geles Times pointed out that 
it had not run four of Adams’ 
Dilbert strips in the last nine 
months because they did 
not meet the publications’ 
standards. 

“The comics pages should 
be a place where our readers 
can engage with societal 
issues, reflect on the human 
condition, and enjoy a few 
laughs,” the editors wrote in 
announcing their decision to 
delete Dilbert. “We intend 
to maintain that tradition in 
a way that is welcoming to 
all readers.” 

In introducing “Dave the 
Black Engineer” in the comic 
strip last May, Adams Tweet-
ed the comment, “Let’s see if 
the world is ready for this.” 

In the strip, Dave said he 
“identified as White.” 

“Dave will be featured 
all week,” Adams wrote. 
“So, if this one doesn’t get 
me cancelled, more chances 
to come.” 

Although Adams found 
himself on the wrong side 
of the controversy, he did 
receive support from Elon 
Musk, the billionaire owner 
of Tesla and Twitter. 

Responding to criticism 
of Adams on the social media 
site, Musk tweeted that the 
media were racist against 
non-White people for a long 
time. 

“Now they’re racist 
against Whites & Asians 
… Same thing happened 
with elite colleges & high 
schools in America,” Musk 
wrote. “Maybe they can try 
not being racist.”

VIOLENCE
(Continued from first page)

During the Feb. 7 city 
council Meeting, Pleasanton 
City Manager Gerry Beaudin 
explained that public safety 
does fall under the auspices 
of the City of Pleasanton, 
but the city works with the 
Pleasanton Unified School 
District (PUSD) to help en-
sure that safety extends to 
school campuses.  

“We do have a memo-
randum of understanding, 
and that is the heart of the 
discussion about how the 
district and the school oper-
ate,” Beaudin said. “But in 
terms of our budget and the 
things we are doing here op-
erationally, it is a complete-
ly different set of funding 
sources and a different set of 
responsibilities relative to the 
school board and the school 
district.” 

PMS Principal Joe Nguy-
en also spoke at the meeting, 
saying he attended to hear the 
community and gather input. 
He said student safety is im-
portant and that he intended 
to engage various stakehold-
ers and continuously make 
adjustments.  

“I have no tolerance for 
violence in schools,” he told 
the city council. “That de-
serves a response both disci-
plinary and any other way we 
can do that, because we are 

more than just an educational 
– in terms of academics – 
institution. We have to teach 
how to be people and how to 
be better people. It is at the 
forefront of the work we have 
done and continue to do.” 

PUSD Spokesperson Pat-
rick Gannon said the school 
district is addressing the 
specific incident but should 
be more focused on behav-
ioral trends that have been 
emerging from the pandemic. 
He said while the altercation 
was disturbing, violence is 
a community issue, and not 
just centralized at one school 
site.  

“It’s something we are 
trying to address as a system, 
and we can definitely do 
better, and we want to do that 
working with the communi-
ty,” Gannon said.  

The PUSD board and the 
Pleasanton City Council will 
hold its annual joint meeting 
in April, during which time, 
the agencies will discuss the 
topic of student violence. 
Vice Mayor Jack Balch ex-
pressed the hope that at the 
joint meeting, he would hear 
identified, measurable steps 
to move forward from this 
incident.  

 Since the fight on Jan. 
19, Gannon said PMS staff 
has increased supervision 

during passing periods, and 
as students arrive at and leave 
school, especially near the 
library.  

In addition to these re-
active measures, PMS site 
administration visited every 
class to speak with students 
about behavior and expec-
tations. Administration also 
discussed social and emo-
tional learning, self-regu-
lation and understanding 
the emotions and feelings 
behind what causes violent 
behaviors.  

“We want families to 
know that we hear their con-
cerns, and we are taking 
this – and when I say ‘this,’ I 
mean the issues we’ve seen 
with student behavior – very 
seriously,” Gannon said. “We 
hope that they’ll work with 
us in helping our students 
be better moving forward, 
because we are better than 
this and we know that our 
students can be better than 
this. We just have to show 
them.”  
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925.447.3000
www.millersacandheating.comLic#253756

SINCE 1960

home fairies llc

IN-HOME CARE
Our caring, friendly, and compassionate staff
and caregivers can be your personal “fairies”.

For FREE assessment, call 925.526.0009
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Insured

www.homefairies.com

Protect your family with
life insurance!

Call me today for your
free, no-obligation
review of your life
insurance needs! We
represent the most
competitive and
financially stable
insurance companies
and can find you the
best rate for your
needs.

Mike Morgan
license 0571238

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
2020 Fourth Street, Livermore

(925) 447-2565 ext. 2200
mike@genemorganinsurance.com

Tasting Room Open: 
Saturday: 12 - 5pm, 
Sunday: 12 - 5pm, 
or by appointment 

2270 Research Drive, 
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

AMERICAN MADE LOCALLY OWNED

Lic# 839474

Why Clean Your Air Ducts??

925.455.4AIR
925.455.4247 | BradfordAir.com

Air Conditioning | Heating | Dryer Vent Cleaning | Air Duct Cleaning | Commercial HVAC | and More

Ask about our Senior discount!

Better overall air quality
Reduction of allergens
Odor reduction
Fewer repairs for your 
HVAC equipment
Energy savings
Protection against mold 
and mildew
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Half Marathon to Force Road Closures March 5
The Livermore Valley 

Half Marathon, organized 
by the Oakland Run Co., will 
be held on Sunday, March 5. 

The race will begin at 
7:30 a.m. at the intersection 
of Livermore Avenue and 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore and will neces-
sitate the temporary closure 
of several roads during the 
event. 

According to the event 
organizers, First Street will 
be closed between L Street 
and Livermore Avenue from 
2 a.m. and noon, and be-
tween Livermore Boulevard 
and McLeod Street from 5 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Other closures include: 
•	 Livermore Boulevard be-

tween First Street and 
Second Street from 7 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. 

•	 McLeod Street between 
First Street and Second 
Street from 7 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 

•	 Second Street from L 
Street to N Street from 7 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

•	 Second Street between 
McLeod and L Street from 
7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

•	 L Street between First and 
College Avenue from 7:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

•	 Southbound Arroyo Road 
between College and Con-
cannon Boulevard from 
7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., 
and between Concannon 
and Wetmore Road from 
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 

•	 Eastbound Wetmore Road 
between Arroyo and To-
lentino Court from 7:30 
a.m. to 8:45 a.m.  

•	 The eastbound bike lane 

along Concannon between 
Arroyo and Wente Street 
will also be closed from 8 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
The Livermore Down-

town Farmer’s Market will 
move to Second Street for 
the race.  

Motorists traveling to 
and from neighborhoods on 
the east side of Arroyo will 
be able to enter and exit on 
the northbound lanes of Ar-
royo Road. Motorists should 
take Concannon to access 
neighborhoods north of 
Concannon, and westbound 
Wetmore for neighborhoods 
north or south of Wetmore.  

The heaviest delays for 
inbound traffic are expected 
between 7:40 a.m. and 8:15 
a.m. 

For more information, go 
to livermorevalleyhalf.com.

The northbound lanes 
of Interstate 680 between 
Sunol Boulevard and Bernal 
Avenue will be closed for 
resurfacing from 10 p.m. 
Friday, March 3, to 5 a.m. 
to 5 a.m. Monday, March 6, 
according to the California 
Department of Transporta-
tion (Caltrans).  

Southbound lanes will 
remain open. 

The resurfacing had been 
scheduled for the previous 
weekend but was resched-
uled because of a forecast 
of rain.  

The work is part of an 
I-680 reconstruction project 
stretching from Sunol to San 
Ramon.  

According to Caltrans, 
motorists coming from the 
South Bay will be advised 

to take I-880/SR-238/I-580 
instead of I-680.  

Detour signs will direct 
northbound traffic to exit 
I-680 at Calaveras and take 
Paloma Way, Pleasanton 
Sunol Road, Sunol Boule-
vard, and Bernal Avenue 
before getting back on the 
interstate. 

For more information, go 
to680paving.com.

Caltrans Reschedules Work on Northbound I-680

The Livermore Police 
Department (LPD) said last 
week that detective Jenifer 
Bloom has been promoted 
to patrol sergeant. 

Bloom has been in law 
enforcement for 11 years, 
the last four with LPD, 
according to the announce-
ment.  

During her time with 
LPD, she has been a detec-

tive, school resource officer, 
field training officer, crisis 
negotiations team member, 
First Aid/CPR Instructor, 
Explorer advisor, and de-
partment mentor.  

“As a detective, I took 
great pride in handling ev-
ery case as if my loved ones 
were involved,” Bloom 
said. “I’ll take that philoso-
phy with me back to patrol.” Jenifer Bloom

Dublin Police Services recently recovered a John Deere 
lawnmower that was stolen from Dublin High School.  
(Photo courtesy of Dublin High School)

Dublin Police Recover Stolen Lawnmower 
A John Deere riding 

lawnmower stolen from 
Dublin High School was 
found for sale on Craigslist 
and recovered by Dublin 
Police Services.  

Damon Cisneros, 45, 
from Dublin, was arrested 
and charged with grand 
theft, according to police. 
The lawn mower was val-
ued at $54,000. 

After the lawnmower 
was reported stolen, police 
said a school resource offi-
cer discovered it for sale on-
line and notified detectives.  

Surveillance video also 
showed it being towed from 
the school parking lot on 
Feb. 11. 

After initially trying to 
“purchase” the lawnmow-
er, detectives were able to 
identify a suspect through 
another vehicle for sale on 

another online service. 
On Feb. 17, police said, 

detectives followed Cis-
neros, who led them to 

the stolen lawn mower, 
which was on a trailer that 
was reported stolen out of 
Hayward.

LPD Promotes Jenifer Bloom to Sergeant

Above: Residents woke up to some snowy views of the Livermore valley on Feb. 
24 following a series of storms that blanketed the area. [See photo gallery at www.
independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

HOUSING
(Continued from first page)

nies of California, LLC, a 
for-profit affordable housing 
developer, for help.  

“(BRIDGE) ran into is-
sues like many of us in the 
industry have faced with 
high construction costs, 
with rising interest rates, 
and, in particular for this 
development, they were 
having trouble securing 
the project-based Section 8 
(funding), which was really 
critical for their financing 
plans,” said Ann Silverberg, 
Chief Executive Officer for 
Related’s Northern Califor-
nia Affordable and North-
west Divisions. 

BRIDGE had planned on 
financing part of the devel-
opment with project-based 
vouchers from Alameda 
County, but the source has 
yet to pan out. 

Kurt Wiest, Executive 
Director for the Housing Au-
thority of the County of Al-
ameda (HACA), explained, 
“The Housing Authority 
of the County of Alameda 
(HACA) has been allocat-
ed, through congressional 
appropriations, funding to 
support 7,000 households 
throughout our jurisdiction 
in Alameda County.” 

Project-based vouchers, 
continued Wiest, refer to 
vouchers that HACA has 
aggregated within a single 
address, allowing the county 
to pool benefits from many 
households to fund a devel-
opment project.  

“Project-based vouchers 
are very, very, very scarce,” 
he said, adding that the cur-
rent queue for such vouchers 
in the county stretches 70 
projects deep while only 46 
have been funded over the 
past 15 years. 

“The likelihood of us 
being able to support other 
projects in the future is 
very tenuous because we 
just have a finite number 
of vouchers to allocate,” he 
continued. “The supply is 
limited and the demand is 
enormous.” 

With Related named as 
the new developer, the proj-
ect will attempt to continue 
with less financial reliance 
on the county. 

Although BRIDGE origi-
nally planned for an average 
rental cost around 56% area 

median income, the new 
plans from Related have 
yet to finalize an afford-
ability breakdown, which 
will respond to the project’s 
financing requirements as 
they come in. Rose Ol-
son, Related senior vice 
president of development, 
shared plans that averaged 
48% area median income. 
The project will remain at 
300 units. 

It will also now build 
its residential component 
before its retail, swapping 
its original order. 

“The piece that concerns 
me a little bit is that we 
now have an exit clause, a 
cancellation clause, which 
says that it’s possible we 
only get Phase A,” said 
Councilmember Jean Josey, 
referring to the first residen-
tial phase. “We may never 
get Phase B.” 

Related also asked the 
city for a $4.3 million 
pre-construction loan to 
assist with site acquisition, 
which will be taken from 
the $7.1 million in afford-
able housing funds already 
allocated by the city for the 
project. 

“It’s just simply an ad-
vance of that money now 
rather than waiting until 
the permanent construction 
financing,” said Community 
Development Director Jeff 
Baker. 

Hernandez and McCor-
riston disliked how little 
time Related allowed the 
council to consider the sub-
stantial changes. Hernandez 
noted that the developer 
should have first provided 

an informational study, in-
stead of coming to the dias 
and asking for a predevelop-
ment loan. 

“I just think it could’ve 
been brought forward a little 
differently,” she continued. 

Kevin Fryer, on behalf 
of global investment firm 
Barings, explained how 
a ground lease on the site 
held by Barings would soon 
expire and return the site to 
BART control, should the 
agreements fail to receive 
approvals. 

“We turn back into a 
pumpkin here in March,” 
said Fryer. “What happens 
in March, I can’t tell you for 
sure; I don’t know for sure. 
But the level of uncertainty 
increases dramatically.”  

Despite the project’s lack 
of guarantees and record of 
financial uncertainty, the 
council majority placed 
their confidence in Related. 

“This project is consis-
tent with our strategic initia-
tives,” said Josey. “We want 
affordable housing. We want 
affordable housing here.” 
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TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Now to Thursday, March 16  
BROADWAY CHORUS REHEARSALS  
The chorus will soon be starting rehearsals for the Spring 
Concert. This is a non-audition chorus, so if you love to sing, 
this is the place for you. The first rehearsal will be March 9, at 
7 p.m., at Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., in 
Livermore. Those interested are welcome to come to the first 
rehearsals to observe. For more information or to sign up, visit 
eastbaymusicals.org.  
  
Saturday, March 4, 5, 11, and 12 
LIVERMORE VALLEY OPERA PRESENTS PUCCINI’S TOSCA  
Livermore Valley Opera (LVO) will present Puccini’s dramatic 
TOSCA at the Bankhead Theater at 7:30 p.m., the first of 
four performances of a tale that barely spans 24 hours, is 
replete with love, jealousy, betrayal, torture and murder. It 
will grip viewers with its intense drama, passionate arias, and 
unforgettable melodies. The Bankhead Theater is located at 
2400 First St., in Livermore. Tickets are $20 to $98 for adults, 
with special ticket pricing of $20 for age 20 and younger and 
$40 for age 20 to 40. For more information or tickets, visit 
lvopera.com.  
  
Saturday, March 4    
LIVERMORE LIONS ANNUAL CRAB FEED FUNDRAISER    
Tickets for the Livermore Lions Annual Crab Feed Fundraiser 
are now available through March 1. The dinner will feature 
raffles, silent auctions, and an all-you-can-eat crab dinner 
with pasta, salad, bread, and dessert, at the Bothwell Arts 
Center, located at 2466 8th St., in Livermore. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m., and the cost is $65 per person or $60 each for 
table of eight. For tickets, call 805-405-8742 or email ann.
lopez16@yahoo.com.    
 
Wednesday, March 8 
INTERFAITH INTERCONNECT RELIGION CHAT 
All are welcome to join at 5 p.m. for this month’s Religion 
Chat topic: How does your religion adapt itself to reflect 
changing times? Speakers will be Rev. Steve Wilde of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Livermore, and Hosai Mojaddidi of the 
Muslim Community Center East Bay in Pleasanton. Optional 
breakout discussion groups take place from 6 to 6:30 p.m., via 
Zoom at bit.ly/41embGK. The Zoom room opens at 4:45 p.m. 
Religion Chat is a free interfaith forum presented by Interfaith 
Interconnect on the second Wednesday of most months. For 
more information, email Interfaith.interconnect@gmail.com 
or visit bit.ly/3F8Wywf. 
 
Friday, March 10     
TRINITY CONCERT SERIES: 
PATRICK BALL – THE CELTIC HARP       
Trinity Lutheran Church will host the Trinity Concert Series: 
Patrick Ball — The Celtic Harp, at 1225 Hopyard Road, in 
Pleasanton, at 7 p.m. The Celtic harp has a broken and trou-
bled 1,000-year tradition, which Patrick Ball now revives in 
the 21st century, reviving the ancient art of minstrelsy and 
storytelling. Ball is considered one of the premier Celtic harp-
ers and storytellers in the world today and has recorded nine 
instrumental and five spoken word albums. The TLC Concert 
Series is free, but contributions are welcome at a suggested 
$20 for general admission, $5 for students, and free for those 
12 and under. Concerts are in the sanctuary, and no one will 
be turned away. The venue is also accessible via the Dublin / 
Pleasanton BART and bus connection. Parking is accessible 
off Golden Road via Hopyard Road, or from Del Valle Parkway. 
For more information, visit patrickball.com.     
 
Friday, March 18
TRI-VALLEY WRITERS CHAPTER OF THE 
CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB
Jim Azevedo will present “Indie Publishing: What’s the Big 
Deal?” at the Tri-Valley Writers March meeting, at Las Positas 
College, room 2470, at 3000 Campus Hill Drive, in Livermore. 
He will explain how the union of D2D and Smashwords legit-
imized the indie author movement, and ensured more writers 
will achieve their dreams of becoming published. Check-in 
begins at 1:30 p.m. To RSVP and pay, email treasurer@trival-
leywriters.org by March 16, then register at bit.ly/3CpD0UC. 
Prices are $10 for CWC adult members; $12 for nonmembers; 
$5 for student members ages 14 to 22); and $8 for student 
nonmembers.

Saturday, March 19
HOUSE CONCERT IN LIVERMORE: 
THE ERIK JEKABSON QUARTET
From 2 to 4 p.m., Livermore Jazz Society will host the The Erik 
Jekabson Quartet. To request a seat, email info@livermore-
jazzsociety.org or visit bit.ly/3fzOt7j. If seats are available, 
attendees will receive an email invitation with the concert 
address. Seating capacity is limited, so advance notice is 

highly recommended. For the livestream, refer to the ‘Events’ 
page of the website listed above. Suggested donation is $20 
per person, but donations of any amount are most welcome.

Saturday, March 19 and Sunday, March 20
VALLEY CONCERT CHORALE CELEBRATES 60TH SEASON
The Valley Concert Chorale is celebrating its 60th anniversary 
with concerts highlighting America’s well-known contempo-
rary choral composers. “Choral Currents: Celebrating American 
Composers” takes place on March 18, at 7:30 p.m. at Asbury 
United Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., in Livermore; 
and March 19, at 4 p.m., at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 
Hopyard Road, in Pleasanton. Featured composers include 
Norwegian-born American composer Ola Gjeilo; young Amer-
ican composer Jake Runestad; Grammy Award winner Eric 
Whitacre; Dan Forrest; and Daniel Elder. Tickets are $30 for 
general admission, $10 for high school and college student 
tickets with valid student identification, and free for children.  
For more information or tickets, visit valleyconcertchorale.org 
or call 925-866-4003.

Sunday, March 19 
REGISTRATION OPEN FOR 2023 
SHAMROCK 5K FUN RUN, WALK 
The annual Shamrock 5K Fun Run and Walk will begin at 
8:30 a.m., on Dublin Boulevard across from the Dublin Civic 
Center (100 Civic Plaza). All participants will receive a com-
memorative t-shirt, if registration is received by March 3. The 
top three finishers in each age group from the competitive 
division will receive a medallion and a Dick’s Sporting Goods 
gift certificate.  Following the race, a celebration will be held 
with refreshments, entertainment, and prize drawings. For 
more information, visit dublin.ca.gov/funrun. 
 
Wednesday, March 22 
RECIPES FOR HEALTHY EATING WITH DIABETES
From 10 to 11:30 a.m., CityServe of the Tri-Valley, Alameda 
County Public Health, the City of Pleasanton and others will 
host Recipes for Healthy Eating with Diabetes for Tri-Valley 
residents aged 60 or better who have been diagnosed with 
prediabetes or diabetes at Pleasanton Senior Center’s main 
classroom, 5353 Sunol Blvd., in Pleasanton. Event attendance 
is limited to the first 25 adults who register. To register, call 
925-294-0558 or email seniors@cityservecares.org.    

Saturday, April 1    
LIVERMORE HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
11TH ANNUAL CRAB FEED    
The Livermore High School Alumni Association will host their 
11th annual Crab Feed at 6 p.m., at Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center 4444 East Ave., in Livermore. The dinner will feature 
crab, pasta, salad, bread and dessert, with chicken available 
upon request prior to event, and a no-host bar. For tickets, visit 
bit.ly/3XQ2tia. For more information, email lhsalumniassoc@
gmail.com or call 925-724-4251.    
     
Monday, May 8 to Tuesday, June 27 
UPCOMING SUPPORT GROUPS 
When grieving the loss of a loved one, people may feel over-
whelmed by the ebb and flow of emotions. Hope Hospice’s 
grief support services help adults and youth learn to process 
these feelings and find ways to move forward in a positive 
direction. Hope’s grief support services are free of charge, but 
registration in advance by phone is required at 925-829-8770 
on weekdays, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. A brief assessment is 
required. Support groups are currently being conducted online 
by Zoom video conference, and services for young children 
are temporarily paused until in-person group gatherings can 
continue. General Grief runs May 8 to June 26, on Mondays, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m.; Spousal and Partner Loss runs May 9 to 
June 27, on Tuesdays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. or Wednesdays from 
1:30 to 3 p.m.; and Loss of a Child runs from May 8 to June 
26, on Mondays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. For Teens Group, call for 
dates. Groups are offered once per quarter. 

ONGOING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES    
TOPSCIENCE    
TOPScience is a group that partners with elementary school 
science teachers to enhance learning for both students and 
teachers. It is an opportunity to pass on skills and knowledge 
while having fun and contributing to schools in Livermore. 
For more information or to volunteer, contact Art Krakowsky 
at artkr@sbcglobal. net or 925-455-0486.    
    
ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS    
PLEASANTON FARMERS MARKET    
Open Saturdays, from 10 to 1 p.m., at Main Street and West 
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and over are welcome for specialized 
shopping from 9 to 10 a.m. 

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar and 
visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online.
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Asbury Players Present ‘Savannah Sipping Society’
The Asbury Players, a 

Livermore community the-
ater group, will present “The 
Savannah Sipping Society,” 
a comedy about four mid-
dle-aged Southern women 
who decide they need an 
escape from the sameness 
of their everyday lives, over 
the next two weekends. 

Jim Lobao, who has act-
ed in several Asbury plays, 
takes on a new challenge as 
a first-time director, while 
Martie Muldoon takes on 
the producer’s role. 

Muldoon also plays Ran-
da, a perfectionist and work-
aholic, whose career was 

recently derailed. 
Donna Blevins plays 

Dot, widowed and facing 
life alone in a new city until 
she takes a hot yoga class 
and her first sip of bourbon.  

Marsha Howard is Mar-
lafaye Mosley, a fiery Texas 
gal looking for mending 
and revenge to get over her 
cheating ex-husband.  

Lea Blevins is Jinx, a 
recent arrival in Savannah 
and offers her services as a 
life coach to the others, not 
realizing that she may be 
most in need of a makeover. 

The Asbury Players will 
present “The Savannah Sip-

ping Society” at the Asbury 
United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Ave., at 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 4, Friday, 
March 10, and Saturday, 
March 11, with 2 p.m. mat-
inees on Sunday, March 5, 
and Sunday, March 12.  

Tickets are $15 and are 
available at asburylive.org/
asbury-players.

Jim Azevedo, corporate 
communications manager 
at Draft2Digital (D2D), 
will be the guest speaker at 
the March meeting of the 
Tri-Valley Writers. 

His presentation, “Indie 
Publishing: What’s the Big 

Deal?” will discuss how last 
year’s merger of D2D and 
Smashwords affected the 
self-publishing world for 
authors. 

Launched in 2012, Okla-
homa-based D2D offers a 
broad range of automat-
ic digital formatting and 
self-publishing services. 
The  Las  Ga tos -based 
Smashwords, launched 
in 2008, was already the 
world’s largest distributor of 
indie ebooks, with a catalog 
of over 400,000 electronic 
publications by more than 
100,000 authors and pub-
lishers.  

Azevedo, former market-
ing director at Smashwords, 
will explain how the merger 

can help even more writers 
get their work published and 
distributed globally. 

His  presenta t ion  i s 
scheduled for 2 p.m., Sat-
urday, March 18, in Room 
2470 at Las Positas College, 
3000 Campus Hill Drive, 
Livermore.  

There is a two-step pro-
cess to register and pay to 
attend the meeting.  

To RSVP, e-mail treasur-
er@trivalleywriters.org by 
Thursday, March 16. Pay-
ment must be made online 
at trivalleywriters.org. The 
cost is $10 for members of 
Tri-Valley Writers ($5 for 
student members). The cost 
is $12 for non-members ($8 
for students). 

Writers Club to Discuss Self-Publishing

Jim Azevedo

Joe W. Gray, professor 
emeritus in the Biomedical 
Engineering Department at 
Oregon Health & Science 
University, will discuss the 
latest research into radiation 
exposure during a Zoom-
based presentation on Tues-
day, March 14, hosted by the 
Livermore Public Library. 

The online presentation 
is in conjunction with the 
library’s annual Livermore 
Reads Together program, 
which this year features “The 
Radium Girls: The Dark 
Story of America’s Shining 
Women.”  

Published in 2018, the 
best-selling book by Kate 
Moore tells the true story of 
factory workers in the 1920s 
who suffered radiation poi-
soning from treating watch 
dials with self-luminous 
paint made with powdered 
radium and their struggle 
to sue their employers and 
strengthen worker’s rights. 

Gray also serves on the 
board of councilors of the 
Radiation Effects Research 

Foundation, a joint U.S. 
- Japan organization that 
studies the long-term effects 
of radiation on survivors of 
the atomic bombs dropped 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
in World War II.  

He also worked in the 
Biomedical Sciences Divi-
sion at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory, was 
associate laboratory director 
for Biosciences and Life Sci-
ences at the Lawrence Berke-
ley National Laboratory, 

And chaired a committee 
of the National Academies 
of Science that was charged 
with developing a strategic 
plan for low dose radia-
tion research for the United 
States. 

To view his presen-
tation, use the Zoom ac-
cess link us02web.zoom.
us/j/85870130190. No reg-
istration is required. 

Questions can be sent by 
email to prsevilla@livermo-
reca.gov prior to the presen-
tation with “Question for Dr. 
Gray” in the subject line.

Livermore Reading Program 
Presents “The Radium Girls”

“Farewell, Mister Haffmann” 
will be screened on March 
23 as part of the Vine Cinema 
and Alehouse’s International 
Film Series. (Photo courtesy of the 
Vine Cinema and Alehouse)

Livermore Cinema to Screen International Films
The Vine Cinema and 

Alehouse in Livermore will 
bring back its International 
Film Series with the French 

World War II drama “Fare-
well, Mister Haffmann” on 
Thursday, March 23, and the 
Israeli comedy drama “Per-
fect Strangers” on Sunday, 
March 26.  

“Farewell, Mr. Haff-
mann” is about a Jewish 
jeweler in Nazi-occupied 
Paris in 1941.  

Fearing the worst, Haff-
mann arranges to flee the city 
with his family, and asks an 
employee to take over the 
shop until the war ends. But 
when the jeweler’s attempts 
to escape are thwarted, he 
must rely on his employee 
for protection.  

Prior to the 7:40 p.m. 
screening of “Farewell, Mis-
ter Haffmann,” the theater 
will present the award-win-
ning short “Joe’s Violin,” a 
2016 American documentary 
about a 91-year-old Polish 

survivor of the Holocaust 
who decides to donate his 
70-year-old violin during 
a local instrument drive 
and his friendship with a 
12-year-old girl from the 
Bronx. 

“Perfect Strangers” is an 
Israeli adaption of a 2016 
Italian film about seven peo-
ple, friends since childhood, 
agree to read aloud any texts 
they receive, or play their 
conversations on speaker-
phone, during a dinner party, 
with disastrous results. The 
movie will be shown at 7 
p.m. 

Admission to “Joe’s Vio-
lin,” considered suitable for 
middle school students and 
adults, is free.  

Admission to “Farewell, 
Mister Haffmann” and “Per-
fect Strangers” are both $14, 
payable at the door.

City of Dublin to Host Second 
Annual Poetry Walk in April

Dublin will observe Na-
tional Poetry Month in April 
by hosting its second annual 
Poetry Walk. 

Organized by the city’s 
poet laureate, James More-
head, works submitted by 
both local and nationally 
known poets will be dis-
played in downtown store-
fronts.  

Residents and visitors will 
be able to download or access 
a Poetry Walk Passport with a 
map of the participating busi-
nesses. The poetry website 
Viewless Wings will provide 
high quality posters of the 

poems selected for display. 
Last year, 25 businesses 

joined in the first Dublin 
Poetry Walk. 

Poems must be submit-
ted to the Viewless Wings 
webpage at viewlesswings.
submittable.com by Monday, 
March 20. Poems must be no 
more than 30 lines and fit on 
a single page. They also must 
be suitable for all ages and 
public display. 

Selected poets may also be 
featured on ViewlessWings.
com and the Viewless Wings 
Poetry Podcast, hosted by 
Morehead. 

Deadline for Youth Arts Awards is March 4 
The Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council is accepting entries for its Youth Excellence in Arts 

Awards program through Saturday, March 4. The annual competition recognizes students in 
literary arts, visual arts, and music/performing categories. The program is open to Pleasanton 
students attending public or private high schools or being home schooled.  To register and 
submit entries, go to pleasantonarts.org. Winners will be announced at an awards cere-
mony at 3 p.m., Sunday, March 26, at Valley Community Church, 4455 Del Valle Parkway.
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Thomas S. Cunningham 
passed away unexpectedly on 
Feb. 23, following a stroke. 
He was 79. 

Thomas was born in 
Bakersfield, California on 
March 23, 1943. He grew 
up and attended schools in 
San Jose from elementary 
through college. 

Tom was preceded in 

death by his parents and three 
brothers. Tom leaves behind 
his adoring wife of 58 years, 
Barbara. He also leaves be-
hind two adult daughters, 
Melissa (Mark) and Babette 
(Rob) as well as three grand-
children; Tatum, Riley and 
Ashton. He also leaves a 
brother-in -law, two sisters-
in-law and many friends. 

Thomas was employed 
by United Airlines for thir-
ty-nine years, and was a 
proud member of RUAEA, 
a group of retirees from 
United. 

We wish to thank staff and 
physicians at Stanford Hos-
pital for their excellent care.  

A celebration of life will 
take place at a future date. 

Raj Mal, resident of the 
Livermore Valley traveled 
with his wife and daughter 
from the Fiji Islands in 1968 
and passed away on Feb. 23, 
2023. 

Loving father, grandfa-
ther, brother, neighbor and 
friend. Loved by all for his 
laughter. Our Raj brought a 
sense of community wher-
ever he went.  

He is survived by his wife 
Raj Mati, children Sarjeet 
and Peter Michno, Roshni 
Mal, Umash Mal, and Ragani 
Mal. He adored his brothers, 
Gurmel, and Gurdayl Batnna, 
grandchildren, and numerous 
nieces and nephews. He will 
live forever in our memories 
and hearts. He will be deeply 
missed and loved beyond 
measure.  

To honor Raj’s memo-
ry, services will be held on 
Saturday, March 4, at 9:30 
a.m. at Callaghan Mortuary 
3833 East Ave., Livermore, 
California. A continuation of 
prayer will be held at Guru 
Ravidas 2150 Crestview 
Drive, Pittsburgh, California, 
94565.

Thomas S. Cunningham 
March 23, 1943 – Feb. 9, 2023  

Raj Mal 
Jan. 13, 1944 – Feb. 23, 2023   

agreed that the CPUC should 
revisit its decision. 

In a 25-page application 
for rehearing filed Jan. 17, 
Michael Boyd, president of 
Californians for Renewable 
Energy (CARE), accus-
es California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom of conspiring with 
CPUC board members to 
violate state and federal an-
titrust measures that benefit 
the state’s three largest pub-
lic utilities, including Pacific 
Gas & Electric, which serves 
Northern California. 

Boyd identifies the con-
spirators as PG&E, Southern 
California Edison (SCE), 
and San Diego Gas & Elec-
tric (SDG&E), Newsom, the 
CPUC commissioners and 
staff, and groups including 
Cal Advocates, Natural Re-
sources Defense Council 
and The Utility Reform 
Network. 

The conspiracy’s objec-
tives, the petition says, in-
clude wholesale and retail 
price fixing and price dis-
crimination. 

“The pretext for the 
conspiracy is an alleged 
cost-shift between small 
renewable power generators, 
including customers with 
residential solar systems, 
to IOU (investor-owned 
utilities) customers without 
residential solar systems,” 
the petition alleges. “We 
contend this proffered rea-
son is pretextual and the 
proximate cause of the anti-
trust injuries.” 

Boyd’s application for 
a rehearing – along with a 
joint petition from three en-
vironmental groups – follow 
the CPUC’s 5-0 decision on 
Dec. 15 to dismantle policy 
incentives enacted in 1997 
to entice customers to install 
solar panel systems on their 
roofs. 

The policy known as Net 
Metering (NEM) requires 
the utilities to pay solar 
panel users about 30 cents a 
kilowatt for generated power 
they didn’t use and sent to 
the grid. The policy resulted 
in millions of Californian’s 
installing panels on their 
rooftops, but opponents con-
tended the utilities passed 
the cost paid to those who 
could afford rooftop solar 
onto those who could not. 

The California Public 
Advocate’s Office (PAO) re-
ported last year that the cost 
of the rooftop solar incentive 
program increased from 
$3.4 billion in 2021 to $4.6 
billion in 2022 for customers 
who did not have rooftop 
solar. The PAO said those 
without rooftop solar were 
paying more for electricity 
to subsidize the NEM solar 
incentive.   

In reaching compromises 
on its new policy – termed 
NEM3 – the commission 
said the change beginning 
in April will only lower 
the price paid to new solar 
customers, not those who 
already have it.  

Despite that, groups 
against the incentive change, 
which lowers the price paid 
for future solar users from 
about 30 cents to about 8 

cents a kilowatt, say it will 
kill the consumer market 
for solar panel use at a time 
when the state is attempting 
to transform to clean energy. 

Livermore resident Da-
vid Rounds called the com-
mission’s NET3 decision a 
“huge mistake.”  

“Why, in the middle of 
an existential crisis like 
climate change, would the 
governor-appointed CPUC 
take steps to de-incentivize 
rooftop solar?” Rounds said. 
“PG&E does everything it 
can to advocate for huge 
industrial scale solar facto-
ries, because that energy is 
very cheap when purchased 
in bulk.  We certainly  need 
these large solar energy 
generation operations, but 
we also need to maximize 
solar energy production 
everywhere.” 

Dublin resident Shir-
ley Lewandowski said the 
CPUC failed to “adequately 
account for the externalities 
that large-scale (distant) 
solar power plants produce, 
and which are avoided by 
installing local roof-top and 
parking lot solar.”  

“Those externalities in-
clude the direct financial and 
indirect environmental costs 
of transmission lines, the di-
rect impacts on agricultural 
land and biological habitat 
of large-scale solar power 
plants, and the resiliency of 
having solar power gener-
ated and stored where it is 
used,” Lewandowski said. 
“No accounting for these 
real externalities was in the 
CPUC’s NEM3 decision.” 

Filed within weeks of the 
vote, Boyd’s petition alleges 
the CPUC surrendered its 
regulatory authority over the 
public utilities by affording 
the IOUs “undue influence 
and control over the CPUC 
deliberations, decisions and 
actions” related to the en-
ergy market. He accused 
CPUC and IOU officials 
of having “politically in-
cestuous relationships … 
which effectively preclude 
any independent judgment 
and exercise of discretion 
in the implementation and 
application of governing and 
controlling federal and state 
laws and regulation.” 

In the other petition, the 
Center for Biological Diver-
sity, the Protect Our Com-
munities Foundation and 
the Environmental Working 
Group contend the CPUC 
made legal errors in its 
decision, failing to meet 
statutory requirements for 
altering its policy. 

“To cure this legal error, 
the commission must grant 
this application for rehear-
ing and reverse its adoption 
of the decision,” the groups’ 
attorneys argue.  

The groups contend 
NEM3 violates its own stat-
utes because it “will neither 
ensure the continued sus-
tainable growth of distrib-
uted renewable generation 
nor encourage the spread 
of those resources to dis-
advantaged communities,” 
something the rules require. 

“The decision presents 

prospective NEM customers 
with an unattractive eco-
nomic  value proposition 
and a longer payback pe-
riod,” the groups contend. 
“Record evidence demon-
strates that these changes 
will dramatically decrease 
growth of NEM resources 
in direct violation of the 
(CPUC code) mandate… 

“The decision’s justifica-
tion for disregarding this re-
cord evidence – a purported 
need to balance other statu-
tory directives – ignores the 
statutory language, which 
commands the Commission 
to achieve all of the statute’s 
goals. The decision also 
unlawfully leaves behind 
residents of (disadvantaged 
communities) and low-in-
come customers.” 

Two groups – including 
Berkeley-based 350 Bay 
Area, a nonprofit organiza-
tion focused on “ensuring 
a sustainable climate and 
associated environmental 
and economic justice for all” 
and the Clean Energy Coali-
tion in Santa Barbara – also 
filed a brief in support of a 
rehearing.  

350 Bay Area contended 
the NEM3 policy “fails to 
acknowledge the substantial 
benefits of rooftop solar.” 

“We file this response 
because it will be more 
difficult if not impossible 
to meet the urgent time-
line required by the climate 
crisis and multiple state 
goals, including renewable 
energy, emission reduction, 
local resilience and a high 
DER (distributed energy 
resources) future if rooftop 
solar installations in Califor-
nia dramatically decrease,” 
350 Bay Area contends in 
its brief. 

In a response against 
a rehearing, attorneys for 
PG&E, SCE and SDG&E, 
contend the arguments are 
nothing new. The petitions 
reprise “previous conten-
tions on issues that were 
fairly litigated in the pro-
ceeding and resolved in the 
decision.” 

“The decision sets forth 
the necessary findings and 
conclusions for the Com-
mission’s determinations, 
which are supported by sub-
stantial record evidence,” 
the utilities contend. “Ap-
plicants have failed to pres-
ent any legal error and the 
Commission acted within 
its discretion in making the 
factual and policy deter-
minations reflected in the 
decision. Applicants’ effort 
to re-litigate these issues 
should be rejected and the 
(petitions) denied.” 

Terrie Prosper, a spokes-
woman for the CPUC, said 
the commission will review 
the allegations in the peti-
tions to determine whether 
the applicants “demonstrat-
ed legal error in the under-
lying decision.” 

“The CPUC will issue a 
formal decision resolving 
the Applications for Rehear-
ing, but there is no specific 
timeline for the CPUC’s 
issuance of that decision,” 
Prosper said. 

2022. 
Dublin City Manager 

Linda Smith wrote in a re-
port to her council that the 
city had resumed normal 
operations and was adjust-
ing to a “post-pandemic 
world.” 

“The emergency powers 
and authority granted by the 
local emergency proclama-
tion are no longer needed,” 
Smith wrote. 

Newsom’s emergency 
proclamation, issued when 
just dozens of people had 
died from the coronavirus, 
gave him broad power to 
issue executive orders to 
distribute personal pro-
tective equipment to first 
responders and hospitals; 
require mask mandates and 
stay-at-home directives; 
and skirt the normal bidding 
processes to enter contracts 
with companies to combat 
the pandemic. 

The local orders provid-
ed city officials with similar 
powers to make decisions 
and allocate funding to help 
residents and businesses 
affected during the crisis 
without the usual red-tape. 

In comments to the 
Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors on Feb. 7, 
Colleen Chawla, the coun-
ty’s Health Care Services 
Agency director, said that 
although residents contin-
ue to contract COVID-19, 
health officials believe the 
number of reported cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths 
has declined enough that 
emergency measures can 
elapse. 

“We wi l l  be  sh i f t -
ing from a primarily re-
sponse-driven approach 
to COVID-19 to a greater 
focus on prevention, and 
we’ll continue to integrate 
our ongoing COVID-19 
work into regular program-
ming in the communicable 
disease control division of 
the Public Health Depart-
ment,” Chawla said. 

Throughout California, 
COVID-19 and its variants 
have claimed more than 
103,000 lives since 2020, 
state statistics show. 

In the three years since 
the pandemic began, more 
than 2,300 people have 
died in Alameda County. 
The death toll, according to 
the county’s data, included 
25 in Dublin, 111 in Liver-
more, 83 in Pleasanton, and 
10 in Sunol. About 15,600 
people were hospitalized 
and laboratories conducted 
more than nine million 
tests for Alameda County 
residents. 

To date, about 86% of 
county residents have re-
ceived an initial vaccina-
tion, but just 35% returned 
for the bivalent booster 
shots to provide protection 
from developing variants, 
Chawla said. 

“It’s still important to 
know that the local burden 
of ‘Long COVID’ is not 
known and people are con-
tinuing to contract COVID 
and experience negative 
health outcomes as a result 
of COVID,” Chawla said. 

In rescinding his emer-
gency order – which New-
som announced in October 
he would do at the end of 
February if conditions al-
lowed – the governor said 
California developed the 
tools it needs to continue 
fighting COVID-19, “in-
cluding vaccines and boost-
ers, testing, treatments and 

other mitigation measures, 
like masking and indoor 
ventilation.”  

The order in 2020 freed 
up money to quickly fund 
programs needed to help 
keep businesses alive and 
deliver $18.5 billions of 
dollars in stimulus funding 
to help residents pay their 
bills. 

Newsom said the state 
administered 81 million 
vaccines, distributed a bil-
lion units of PPE and pro-
cessed 186 million tests. 
Billions of dollars went to 
hospitals, community orga-
nizations, frontline workers 
and schools. The state also 
issued $8 billion for rent 

relief, $10 billion for small 
business grants and tax re-
lief, and $2.8 billion to help 
with overdue utility bills. 

“Throughout the pan-
demic, we’ve been guided 
by the science and data 
– moving quickly and stra-
tegically to save lives,” 
Newsom stated in October. 
“The State of Emergency 
was an effective and nec-
essary tool that we utilized 
to protect our state, and we 
wouldn’t have gotten to this 
point without it.” 

During a routine vote 
that included the approval 
of previous meeting min-
utes, Dublin’s city council 
members rescinded Smith’s 
local emergency order, 
which had been declared 
at the beginning of the 
pandemic. 

“Over the course of the 
last three years, the city 
has responded and adapted 
to ever-changing develop-
ments in the pandemic,” 
Smith wrote to the council. 
“Through a myriad of pro-
grams developed by staff 
and with the leadership of 
the city council, the city 
was able to protect and sup-
port vulnerable residents 
and small businesses, and 
emerge from the pandemic 
stronger than before. In re-
cent months, the pandemic 
has progressed toward a 
more endemic stage, where 
COVID-19 will eventually 
circulate in a more pre-
dictable and manageable 
manner.” 

In Pleasanton, the city 
council’s  s imilar  vote 
placed the issue on its 
consent calendar, where 
decisions are considered 
routine. Along with an end 
to the State of Emergency, 
the vote ended programs 
that provided financial as-
sistance to pandemic-affect-
ed businesses. The dead-
line date on one successful 
program, however, was 
extended to allow mer-
chants to apply for grants 
for the downtown parklet 
and outdoor dining instal-
lation program that allowed 
restaurants and businesses 
to operate on sidewalks and 
curb lines.  

Outdoor eating became 
so popular and successful 
with residents that it result-
ed in permanent policies 
to allow it going forward. 
New design standards for 

outdoor eating areas were 
created. 

Livermore Assistant City 
Manager Christine Martin 
said the rescission of emer-
gency orders means coun-
cil members must adhere 
to Brown Act provisions 
requiring them to meet in 
person for meetings. During 
the pandemic, meetings 
continued without audi-
ences and remotely. The 
meeting rules provisions 
were recently modified to 
allow a council member 
to participate remotely for 
a limited number of meet-
ings when certain personal 
emergency conditions exist, 
Martin said.  

I n  A l a m e d a  C o u n -
ty, which was among the 
first counties to declare a 
stay-at-home order when 
COVID-19 began filling 
hospitals with patients in 
February 2020, the ter-
mination of the State of 
Emergency will switch 
remaining health care or-
ders regarding isolation 
and quarantine for patients 
in long-term care facilities 
and inmates in jails from 
requirements from health 
care officials to recommen-
dations to administrators of 
those venues. 

“Certainly we will con-
tinue to respond to out-
breaks in long term care 
facilities and other congre-
gate settings to quickly iso-
late people who are in those 
close quarters and prevent 
the spread of COVID 19 in 
those facilities,” she said.  

The county also will 
continue with community 
vaccinations and testing in 
its most impacted neigh-
borhoods, but with a focus 
on outreach and education, 
she said. 

Neetu Balram, a spokes-
person for Alameda County, 
said the county’s eviction 
moratorium as originally 
passed will expire at the 
end of April. However, as 
of The Independent’s dead-
line, the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors was 
set to consider ending the 
moratorium in a meeting 
this week, possibly leading 
to an earlier termination. 

Despite the end of the 
order, Balram said the 
local health emergency 
will not mean  the end of 
COVID-19. 

“COVID-19 will remain 
a threat indefinitely, partic-
ularly for older and more 
vulnerable community 
members,” Balrum said. 
“Residents should use the 
same tools we have relied 
on for much of the pan-
demic to keep themselves 
and others as healthy as 
possible.” 

County officials contin-
ue to recommend staying 
home if ill or positive for 
COVID-19; keeping current 
with vaccines and boost-
ers, wearing high-quality 
masks; opening doors and 
windows when meeting 
indoors; getting tested; and 
planning how and where to 
access treatment. 

underway, substantially 
designed, and it would not 
have been appropriate or 
fair to ask this applicant to 
go back and design to a new 
standard.” 

Morgan, however, asked 
for an analysis of the dis-
crepancies between the 
project and the framework 
as due diligence and for the 
possible benefit of future 
development at Stoneridge. 

“Even though we can’t 
require it, we could work 
with the applicant to make 
sure it’s consistent with 
the overall master plan,” 
said Morgan, adding that 
the commission could still 
give Simon the opportunity 
to make changes. 

C o m m i s s i o n  C h a i r 
Brandon Pace, while sup-
portive of looking at the 

project against the bigger 
mall picture, took care to 
not overstep the commis-
sion’s purview. 

“I don’t feel comfortable 
that we could somehow 
hold this up trying to apply 
a standard that doesn’t ap-
ply,” said Pace. 

In an attempt to ease 
concerns, Cecily Barclay, 
land-use attorney on be-
half of Simon, said that 
although this project may 
not conform to all of the 
framework’s standards, it 
nonetheless fits into the 
overall vision for future 
development at the mall. 

“(The framework) prin-
ciples were endorsed by 
Macy’s, Lowe, JCPenney, 
Simon knowing that this 
project was about to be 
approved,” said Barclay. 

“Not just us, but all of our 
partners saw this building 
on the corner. They’re not 
here tonight saying, ‘Yes, 
approve it,’ but believe me, 
they’re not telling you don’t 
approve it.” 

Clark also echoed Bar-
clay’s sense of the other 
mall property owners. 

“This piece was sort of 
an assumed puzzle piece in 
the framework,” said Clark. 
“Other things are going to 
be built around it — are 
going to need to respond to 
it, rather than vice versa.” 

Although the success-
ful motion included the 
analysis of inconsistencies 
requested by Morgan, com-
pletion of the analysis will 
not hold up city council 
consideration, which Mor-
gan thought it should. 

“COVID-19 will remain a threat indefinitely,  
particularly for older and more vulnerable  
community members. Residents should use  

the same tools we have relied on for much of  
the pandemic to keep themselves and others  

as healthy as possible”  
–  Alameda County spokesperson, Neetu Balram
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The Foothill Falcons Boys Varsity Lacrosse team hosted the Northgate Broncos Friday, 
Feb. 24. Northgate won 8-3. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] 
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Granada’s Alexa Pletschette takes a shot during the NCS 
Girls Basketball Division 1 championship game against 
Monte Vista on Feb. 25. Monte Vista won 66-39. [See 
photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] 
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

By Nathan Canilao 
The Dublin High School 

softball team shutout the 
Bishop O’Dowd Dragons 
10-0 on Feb. 23. The Gaels 
won their second game of 
the season and improved 
to 2-0. 

Tanaya Barrett batted 2 
for 4 with two RBIs and 
a double. Kelly Maggiora 
and Sarah Bull each had 

two RBIs.  
The Gaels took control 

of the game early. They 
scored two runs in the sec-
ond inning to take a 2-0 
lead.  

Dublin blew open the 
game in the third inning as 
they scored five consecutive 
runs to take a commanding 
7-0 lead.  

On the defensive side, 
the Gaels were just as dom-

inant. Dublin pitcher Sarah 
Bull pitched all six innings 
and recorded five strikeouts 
and just one hit.  

The Gaels had 18 total 
putouts with Caitlyn Bur-
gess recording seven by 
herself.  

Dublin gets a big win 
over an East Bay power-
house in Bishop O’Dowd 
and remains undefeated on 
the season

Dublin High Girls Softball Beats Bishop O’Dowd 10-0 

By Nathan Canilao 
The Foothill High School 

baseball team defeated the 
Heritage Patriots 7-6 on 
Feb. 22. The Falcons won 
their first game of the season 
with the win. 

 Senior Brendan Comer-
ford batted 2 for 2 with two 
RBIs and an RBI double. 
Sophomore Landon Comer-
ford batted 2 for 3 and re-
corded a RBI. 

 Senior Tyler Gebb struck 

out three batters in four in-
nings pitched and recorded 
an ERA of 1.75. 

 The Falcons started the 
game off strong, scoring two 
runs in the first and second 
innings. At the beginning 
of the third, Foothill had a 
comfortable four run lead.  

The Patriots got on the 
board in the third and fourth 
innings. At the top of the 
fifth inning, Foothill led 5-2.  

Heritage slowly mounted 
a comeback as they scored a 

run in the sixth inning to cut 
the deficit to just two, 5-3. 

 In the seventh, the Patri-
ots scored three consecutive 
runs to take a 6-5 lead with 
half an inning left in the 
game.  

The Falcons scored two 
runs in the seventh and won 
on a walk off in the final 
inning.  

Foothill starts its season 
off with a solid win as they 
improved to 1-0 on the 
season. 

Falcons Win First Game of Season Against Heritage High

By Phil Jensen 
The  G ranada  H igh 

School girls basketball 
team produced its most 
impressive North Coast 
Section playoff run in de-
cades, advancing to the 
Division I championship 
game last Saturday. 

Now it has another new 
experience – competing in 
the California Interscho-
lastic Federation NorCal 
Regionals. 

The Matadors are the 
No. 5 seed in Division III 
and hosted No. 12 Clovis 
East  in a first-round match-
up on Tuesday after this 
publication’s deadline. 

Granada coach Kris Bir-
co said the Matadors girls 
basketball program last 
played in a NorCal Re-
gional in 1993, which was 
also the last year Granada 
played in an NCS champi-

onship game … until last 
Saturday. 

The game was tied 2-2 
early before No. 1 seed 
Monte Vista  went on a 12-2 
run at Dublin High School. 
Granada, the seventh seed, 
cut Monte Vista’s lead to 
16-11 on a drive for a bas-
ket by Jasmine Branda in 
the second quarter. But the 
Mustangs went on a 12-1 
run to end the half and 
eventually won 66-39. 

“Monte Vista, they were 
incredible. They were on,” 
Birco said. “Their players 
stepped up. … They kind of 
rattled us at the beginning.” 

Alexa Pletschette and 
Branda both paced Granada 
in scoring with 10 points 
apiece. Teammate Kait-
lyn Brongiel added eight 
points and a game-high 12 
rebounds, and Pletschette 
grabbed seven rebounds. 

Granada upset higher 
seeds in the quarterfinals 
and semifinals to qualify for 
the championship game at 
Dublin. But there was noth-
ing at the end of the regular 
season that foreshadowed 
the run; the Matadors lost 
six of their last eight games 
before the NCS playoffs. 

 “It was a rocky year … 
I just wanted to get our first 
NCS win in six years and go 
from there. We took it one 
game at a time,” Birco said. 
“There’s something special 
about this team.” 

Granada opened the 
NCS tournament with a 
61-41 home victory over 
No. 10 Castro Valley. The 
Matadors led 31-21 at half-
time and ended the game 
with a 13-3 run. 

But the Matadors would 
need to be road warriors 
the rest of the way in the 
tournament. The first big 
challenge was in the quar-
terfinals on Feb. 17, where 
Granada upset No. 2 Cali-
fornia 47-35. Cassidy Bar-
tolotto had 20 points, 14 re-
bounds and three steals for 
the Matadors, Pletschette 
had 11 points, and Brongiel 
grabbed 15 rebounds. 

Then Granada traveled 
to Union City to face No. 
6 James Logan, which had 
upset No. 3 American 54-51 
in the quarterfinals. Grana-
da lost to James Logan 67-
58 on Jan. 7, but the NCS 
semifinal game on Feb. 21 
was another matter; the 
Matadors won 61-41.  

“ We  w e r e  r e a l l y 
well-prepared for Logan. 
We started off strong and 
stayed strong,” Birco said. 
“We stuck to the game plan 
and trusted it.” 

Granada had extremely 
balanced scoring with five 
players in double figures. 
Pletschette and Branda 
led the way with 13 points 
apiece, followed by Barto-
lotto (12), Mia Bartl (11) 
and Brongiel (10). Brongiel 
also grabbed an impressive 
22 rebounds, including 
11 offensive, and also had 
three blocks. Bartolotto 
added nine rebounds and 
five assists in the victory.

Exciting Run in Playoffs for Granada Girls Basketball

By Nathan Canilao 
The Granada High School 

boys’ volleyball team was 
defeated by Berean Chris-
tian High School 3-1 on Feb. 
23. The Matadors dropped 
to 1-1 with the loss. 

 The Matadors kept it 
close in the first set, but the 
Eagles pulled away late to 
win 25-21.  

 Berean’s offense picked 
up in the second set. Their 
high powered attack led to 
a dominant 25-17 win as the 
Matadors fell behind 2-0 in 
the match.  

Granada fought back in 
the third set. The Eagles 
kept it close, but Granada’s 
defense prevailed as they 
won the third set 25-21.   

With one more match 
win to tie, the Matadors 
fought hard in the fourth 
set. But the Eagles offense 
prevailed as they escaped 
with a 25-21 win.   

The Matadors dropped 
their first game of the season 
with the loss. They will face 
Irvington High School on 
March 2. 

Granada Boys Drop Match to Berean Christian High School

By Nathan Canilao 
The Livermore High 

School softball team de-
feated Newark Memorial 
High School 10-7 on Feb. 
22. The Cowboys won their 
first game of the season with 
the victory. 

 Senior Kaitlyn Aguilar 
batted 3 for 4 and recorded 
two RBIs on the day. Fresh-
man Laine Macosky batted 

2 for 4 and also recorded 2 
RBIs. 

 The Cowboys scored at 
least one run in the first five 
innings of the game. In the 
second inning, Livermore 
scored four consecutive 
runs to take a commanding 
6-0 lead. 

 The Cougars fought their 
way back in the fifth inning 
as they scored five straight 
runs to cut the deficit to just 

10-5 heading into the sixth 
inning.  

 In the bottom of the 
seventh, the Cougars scored 
two runs to cut the Liver-
more lead to just three, but 
the Cowboys closed out the 
game.  

Livermore records its 
first win of the season with 
the victory. They will face 
Freedom High School at 
home on March 3. 

Livermore High Softballers Defeat Newark Memorial

Granada High School Boys Basketball Team 
Starts Journey to the NorCal Playoffs
By Phil Jensen 

Last week was a rough 
one for the Granada High 
School boys basketball 
team. 

Granada suffered a very 
tough 64-60 loss to host 
Dougherty Valley in a North 
Coast Section Open Divi-
sion semifinal game on Feb. 
22. Neither team had more 
than a five-point lead in the 

second half. Dougherty Val-
ley went on to win the Open 
Division title 65-51 over De 
La Salle. 

“I love my team. I go 
to battle with them any 
day of the week. I’d play 
Dougherty Valley every day 
of the week if we had to,” 
said Granada coach Quaran 
Johnson after the game on 
Feb. 22. “They battled hard 
for me, and we’re all in this 

together.” 
In the third-place game 

of the Open Division on Sat-
urday, Salesian-Richmond 
edged Granada 50-48. Then 
on Sunday, the California 
Interscholastic Federation 
tournament committee, 
which decides the seeding 
for the NorCal Regional 
placed Granada as the No. 
9 seed in NorCal Division 

I with a road game in the 
first round. Salesian is the 
No. 6 seed in Division I, and 
Dougherty Valley is the No. 
2 seed in the Open Division.  

The Matadors traveled 
to play No. 8 Sacred Heart 
Cathedral-San Francisco on 
Tuesday in the first round 
after this publication’s dead-
line.  

Dublin is the No. 12 seed 
in the NorCal Division I 

bracket and traveled to face 
No. 5 Inderkum-Sacramento 
on Tuesday in a first-round 
game. The Gaels fell to San 
Ramon Valley 82-79 in the 
NCS Open Division fifth-
place game on Feb. 22. 

In Granada’s NCS semi-
final game, it trailed 62-60 
with 56.6 seconds left to 
play after a free throw by 
Tyler Harris. The score re-
mained the same as perhaps 
the key call of the game 
occurred in the last seconds. 

After a missed shot by 
Dougherty Valley, Grana-
da’s Andrew McKeever 
grabbed the rebound and a 
timeout was called by the 
Matadors with 10.3 seconds 
to play. McKeever got the 
ball in the key on the next 
possession but was tied up 
by Dougherty Valley on a 
physical play. A jump ball 
was called, much to the 
dismay of the Granada team 
and fans, and the ball went 
to Dougherty Valley. Two 
free throws by the Wild-
cats’ Ryan Beasley with 4.7 
seconds remaining were the 
final points of the game. 

Granada trailed 22-14 in 
the first quarter but scored 
the last four points of the 
period on a jumper by Har-
ris on the left elbow and 
a put-back by McKeever. 
The duo combined for all of 
Granada’s points in the first 
quarter (10 for McKeever, 
eight by Harris).  

Those two baskets were 
the start of a 12-4 run for the 
Matadors, and after that run, 
neither team had more than 
a two-point lead the rest of 
the half, which ended in a 
30-30 tie. 

Granada’s Nate Keaney 
scored eight of his 13 points 
in the third quarter, includ-
ing a pair of three-pointers. 
The first gave the Matadors 
a 38-37 lead with 4:32 left 
in the period. 

B o t h  H a r r i s  a n d 
McKeever were also ma-
jor factors in the game. 
Harris scored a team-high 
21 points and also grabbed 
eight rebounds. McKeever 
added 20 points, a game-
high 16 rebounds and three 
blocks. Beasley had a game-
high 30 points and also six 
rebounds, three assists and 
six steals for Dougherty 
Valley.
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free to readers in the Tri-Valley.

Follow us onindependentnews.com | 925.243.8000
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Granada’s Nate Keaney goes for the shot during the Feb. 
22 second round NCS CIF Boys Open Division playoffs 
against Dougherty Valley. Doughtery Valley won 64-60. 
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595005

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: RELATE So-
cial Skills, 5424 Sunol Blvd 
Ste 10-554, Pleasanton CA, 
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Emily Macfarlane, 642 North 
3rd st., San Jose, CA 94566. 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Emily Macfarlane, Owner, 
Director. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on January 25, 
2023. Expires January 24, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5375. Published Febru-
ary 9, 16, 23, March 2, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595088

The following person(s) doing 
business as: The Little Toysto-
re4U, 4832 Bernal Ave, Apt G,  
Pleasanton, CA 94566is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Hector Javier Flores 
Oviedo, 4832 Bernal Ave, Apt 
G, Pleasanton CA 94566. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 10/23/2021. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Hector Javier Flores Oviedo, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on January 27, 
2023. Expires January 26, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5376. Published Febru-
ary 9, 16, 23, March 2, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595165

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. Neoarche; 
2. Eunoiafy Coaching, 7235 
Lembert Hills Dr., Dublin, CA 
94568, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Sand-
eep Mann, 7235 Lembert Hills 
Dr., Dublin, CA 94568. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 01/01/2023. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Sandeep 
Mann, Principal. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on January 
30, 2023. Expires January 29, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5377. Published Febru-
ary 9, 16, 23, March 2, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595210

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Pierre Concierge, 
38658 Country Terrace, Fre-
mont, CA 94536, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Paul Neuenschwan-
der, 38658 Country Terrace, 
Fremont, CA 94536. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 01/01/2023. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Paul Neuenschwander, CEO. 
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on February 1, 2023. 
Expires January 31, 2028. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
5378. Published February 
9, 16, 23, March 2, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595247

The following person(s) doing 
business as: EB services, 2009 
73rd Avenue, Oakland, CA 
94621, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Nabeal 
Altareb, 17321 Via Encinas, 
San Lorenzo, CA 94580. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Nabeal Al-
tareb, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
1, 2023. Expires January 31, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5379. Published Febru-
ary 9, 16, 23, March 2, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595212

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Motorcycles 

Unlimited, 5813 Heidi Way, 
Livermore, CA 94550, is here-
by registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Neil J. Clifton, 
5813 Heidi Way, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Neil J. Clif-
ton, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
1, 2023. Expires January 31, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5380. Published Febru-
ary 9, 16, 23, March 2, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 594910

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Al Transport, 
5551 Jacquiline Way, Apt 2, 
Livermore, CA 94550, is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Jesus Rafael Ar-
ciniega Bibiano. This business 
is conducted by a Married 
Couple. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 11/11/2022. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Nabeal 
Altareb, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on January 
23, 2023. Expires January 22, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5381. Published Febru-
ary 9, 16, 23, March 2, 2023.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINES NAME

ORIGINAL FILE NO. 576870
The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use 
of the following fictitious 
busines name(s). Sunshine 
Heating & Cooling, 1021 Al-
gonquin Ave, Livermore, CA 
94551. Registered Owner(s): 
Wayne Heiman, 1021 Al-
gonquin Ave,Livermore, CA 
94551. The fictitious business 
name statement was filed on 
03/02/2021 in the County of 
Alameda. This business was 
conducted by an Individu-
al. Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Wayne Heiman, Own-
er. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on February 2, 2023. 
The Independent Legal No. 
5382. Published February 
9, 16, 23, March 2, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595194

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Rebirth & Rise 
Community Housing, 2827 
76th Ave, Oakland, CA 94605, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Rebirth & 
Rise Arts and Education Inc.,
5535 E 17th St, Oakland, CA 
94621. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
01/05/2023. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Derrick Muhammad, 
President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on January 31, 
2023. Expires January 30, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5384. Published Febru-
ary 16, 23, March 2, 9, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595331

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Jiggle and 
Things, 18434 Plymouth 

Dr., Castro Valley, CA 94546, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Kin and 
L LLC, 18434 Plymouth Dr., 
Castro Valley, CA 94546. This 
business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Kin C. Low, 
Manager Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
3, 2023. Expires February 2, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5385. Published Febru-
ary 16, 23, March 2, 9, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595480

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Malik Gal-
lery Collection, 23587 Foley 
Street, Hayward, CA 94545, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Watson 
Furnishing, Inc., 2742 Corey 
Place, San Ramon CA 94583. 
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation. The date 
on which the registrant first 
commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
7/22/2016. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: John Watson, CEO, 
President. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
9, 2023. Expires February 8, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5386. Published Febru-
ary 16, 23, March 2, 9, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595447

The following person(s) doing 
business as: T&N Oviedo Trad-
ing Company, 4832 Bernal Ave 
Apt G, Pleasanton , CA 94566, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Hector 
Javier Flores Oviedo, 4832 
Bernal Ave Apt G, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 8/10/2019. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Hector 
J. Flores, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
8, 2023. Expires February 7, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5387. Published Febru-
ary 16, 23, March 2, 9, 2023.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINES NAME

ORIGINAL FILE NO. 543567
The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use of 
the following fictitious busines 
name(s). Motorcycles Unlimit-
ed, 880 San Martin Place, Fre-
mont, CA 94539. Registered 
Owner(s): Dave Shears, 880 
San Martin Place, Fremont, CA 
94539. The fictitious business 
name statement was filed on 
4/11/2018 in the County of 
Alameda. This business was 
conducted by an Individu-
al. Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Dave Shears, Owner, Own-
er. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on February 14, 2023. 
The Independent Legal No. 
5389. Published February 
23, March 2, 9, 16, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595334

The following person(s) doing 
business as: RC Products, 

39270 Paseo Padre Parkway 
#100, Fremont, CA 94538, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Bruce 
Creedy, 39270 Paseo Padre 
Parkway #100, Fremont, CA 
94538. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above: 5/17/2017. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Bruce Creedy, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 3, 
2023. Expires February 2, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5390. Published Febru-
ary 23, March 2, 9, 16, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595564

The following person(s) doing 
business as: J+C Creamery, 
219 Blackstone Cmn, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Jeremy Vadurro, 219 
Blackstone Cmn, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by a Married Cou-
ple. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 2/15/2023. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Jeremy 
Vadurro, Co-Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
15, 2023. Expires February 14, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5391. Published Febru-
ary 23, March 2, 9, 16, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595361

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Triple CrownD 
Ranch, 6162 Bay Hill Ct, 
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Katherine Dwiggins, 
6162 Bay Hill Ct, Dublin CA 
94568. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
01/01/2023. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Katherine Dwiggins, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 6, 
2023. Expires February 5, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5392. Published Febru-
ary 23, March 2, 9, 16, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595608

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Dublin Nissan, 
3800 Kaiser Rd, Dublin, CA 
94568. Mailing address: 4200 
John Monego CT, Dublin, CA 
94568, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
East Bay Infiniti, Inc., 4200 
John Monego CT, Dublin, CA 
94568. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above: 3/18/2019. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Inder Dosan-
jh, CEO. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 15, 
2023. Expires February 14, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5393. Published Febru-
ary 23, March 2, 9, 16, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595619

The following person(s) doing 

business as: Sreed’s Tax and 
Bookkeeping Services, 4753 
Paula Court, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Sreed-
haran Vallachira Pisharath, 
4753 Paula Court, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 2/2/2022. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Sreedharan 
Pisharath, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
16, 2023. Expires February 15, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5394. Published Febru-
ary 23, March 2, 9, 16, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595333

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Nitty Gritty Para-
legal Services, 2385 Bluebell 
Drive, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Tipcro 
LLC, 2385 Bluebell Drive, 
Livermore, CA 94551. This 
business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above: 1/1/2021. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Jamica Tip-
ton, Member. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
3, 2023. Expires February 2, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5395. Published Febru-
ary 23, March 2, 9, 16, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595633

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. Pellucid 
Finance Corporation; 2. Pellu-
cid Finance; 3. Pellucid, 1119 
Miller Avenue, berkeley, CA 
94708, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Pellu-
cid Finance Corporation, 1119 
Miller Avenue, Berkeley, CA 
94708. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
2/6/23. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Andrew Hollingsworth, 
President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 16, 
2023. Expires February 15, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5396. Published Febru-
ary 23, March 2, 9, 16, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595451

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Why Why Bird, 
1676 Paseo Laguna Seco 
#93, Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Carina King, 
1676 Paseo Laguna Seco #93, 
Livermore, CA 94551. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Carina King, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on February 8, 
2023. Expires February 7, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5397. Published Febru-
ary 23, March 2, 9, 16, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 595485

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1,Sacred Grove 
Wellness; 2. Sacred Grove; 3. 
Sacred grove Traditions, 385 
14th ST, Apt 582, Oakland CA 
94612, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Asatu 
Hall, 385 14th ST, Apt 582. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 12/1/2022. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Asatu 
Hall, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on February 
9, 2023. Expires February 8, 
2028. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5398. Published Febru-
ary 23, March 2, 9, 16, 2023.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINES NAME

ORIGINAL FILE NO. 569360
The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use of 
the following fictitious busines 
name(s). Fit Focus Person-
al Training, 2452 Windsor 
Place, Livermore, CA 94550. 
Registered Owner(s): Nonda 
Ebbinghaus, 2452 Windsor 
Place, Livermore, CA 94550. 
The fictitious business name 
statement was filed on 
4/11/2018 in the County of 
Alameda. This business was 
conducted by an Individu-
al. Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Nonda Ebbinghaus, Own-
er. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on February 15, 2023. 
The Independent Legal No. 5399. 

Published March 2, 9, 16, 23 2023.

C L A S S I F I E D S

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue 

Our current weekly adop-
tion events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmer’s Market in 
Pleasanton. The location is 
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St. 
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and how to donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION 
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FiV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinat-
ed. We also have adult cats 
& ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT

Senior Business Analyst - SAP
Simpson Strong-Tie Co., Inc.
Pleasanton, CA. Translate user 
requests into sys rqmts. Ability 
to telecommute w/in normal 
commute distance of any of 
our U.S. locations. $131,498/
yr. 10% domestic travel. Send 
resume to hr@strongtie.com 
w/ Ref #JMLSBA in subj line. 

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE 
CLASSIFIED ADS

go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds

or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD 
SALES

FREE SECTION

LOST/ FOUND

LOST DOG
Spayed and chipped, female 
shepherd mix. Short hair, flop-
py ears, black “eye liner.”

925-413-4724

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California 
law requires that contractors 
taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor and/or materials) 
be licensed by the Contractors 
State License Board. State 
law also requires that con-
tractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s sta-
tus at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800)321-CSLB (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs 
less than $500 must state in 
their advertisements that they 
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO / 
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS 
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and state law prohib-
it advertisements for housing 
and employment that contain 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national or-
igin. IVPC does not knowingly 
accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law.

CONTAMINATION
(Continued from first page)

in response to a plume, and it has since 
embarked on a quest to make up the supply 
deficit. 

“I think we’re a little ahead of the curve 
right now that we have discovered PFAS 
(per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) in our 
groundwater,” said Mayor Karla Brown. 

In contrast to other Tri-Valley cities, 
Pleasanton enjoys its own groundwater 
pumping rights. The city, in the past, used 
those rights to supplement water bought 
from the regional supplier, Zone 7. When 
its three wells were operational, Pleasan-
ton’s 3,500 acre-feet per year groundwater 
allotment made up about 20% of the city’s 

water supply. 
But since November, the city has been 

buying all of its water from Zone 7 while 
it conducts its supply alternatives study. 

Several supply options will require 
a partnership with Zone 7 and therefore 
warrant further assessment.  

“As we talk about Zone 7 here tonight, 
it’s really staff at Zone 7,” said City Man-
ager Gerry Beaudin. “The board at Zone 
7 has not been engaging in this dialogue.” 

However, Dan Repp, Pleasanton man-
aging director of utilities, said that Zone 7 
has assisted the city throughout the study. 

“I think it’s helpful to remember that 

Zone 7 is the regional water provider,” 
said Repp. “That’s their mission: to provide 
water to all of the retailers in this valley. 
They’re not deviating from that and they’re 
willing to support us on that.” 

Councilmember Valerie Arkin urged the 
study team to think ahead when planning 
the water supply, alluding to the city’s 
recently adopted Housing Element, which 
zoned for 6,391 new housing units over the 
next eight years. 

“Please consider the growth factor with 
primarily the residential growth (that) will 
happen in the future and accommodating 
that,” said Arkin. “Putting a lot of money 

forth on these alternatives, we want to make 
sure we’re going to be able to address that 
in the future.” 

Although the project team did not yet 
provide recommendations, Mayor Brown 
and Councilmember Julie Testa expressed a 
preference for building a treatment facility 
at Well 8, which would be a scaled-down 
version of the PFAS Treatment and Wells 
Rehabilitation project that the city paused 
last September due to rising costs and 
moving health targets. 

The Water Supply Alternatives Study 
will next present an update to the city 
council in the second quarter of the year. 
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•• OK as is 
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 and return for approval
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Home Depot local Service Providers are background checked, insured, licensed and/or registered. License or registration numbers held by or on behalf of Home Depot U.S.A., Inc. are available at homedepot.com/licensenumbers or at the Special Services Desk in The Home Depot store. State specific licensing information 
includes: AL 51289, 1924; AK 25084; AZ ROC252435, ROC092581; AR 0228160520; CA 602331; CT HIC.533772; DC 420214000109, 410517000372; FL CRC046858, CGC1514813; GA RBCO005730, GCCO005540; HI CT-22120; ID RCE-19683; IA C091302; LA 43960, 557308, 883162; MD 85434, 42144; 
MA 112785, CS-107774; MI 2101089942, 2102119069; MN BC147263; MS 22222-MC; MT 37730; NE 26085; NV 38686; NJ 13VH09277500; NM 86302; NC 31521; ND 29073; OR 95843; The Home Depot U.S.A., Inc. is a Registered General Contractor in Rhode Island and its Registration Number is 9480; SC 
GLG110120; TN 47781; UT 286936-5501; VA 2705-068841; WA HOMED088RH; WV WV036104; WI 1046796. ©2022 Home Depot Product Authority, LLC. All rights reserved. *The addition of countertops, backsplash, lighting and/or organization may add additional time to your project.
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Options for Every Style 
Choose from a wide variety of style, 
finish and hardware options.

Stylish Upgrades 
Add cabinet organization, 
countertops, sinks, and 
backsplashes to your project.

Expect Minimal Downtime 
Quick install in as few as 3-5 days, 
once product has been custom 
made.

Project Management 
Start-to-finish project management 
backed by The Home Depot.

LET US HELP YOU REDO YOUR CABINETS
in as few as 3-5 days*

Scan this QR Code 
to learn more about 
Cabinet Makeover.

HOMEDEPOT.COM/MYCABINETMAKEOVER 

240-945-2683 

Call or visit for your 

FREE IN-HOME OR  
VIRTUAL CONSULTATION

Before 

& After

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR TOP PRIORITY  
Our Installation Associates and Authorized Service Providers 
are taking all necessary precautions to ensure the safety and 
success of your installation. For more information on how  
The Home Depot® is keeping you safe, visit homedepot.
com/hscovidsafety  

Hello there, 

Our local team is based in your area. We’d like to provide you  

with a free in-home or virtual Cabinet Makeover consultation  

and quote. 

Sincerely, 

Julia Valledor
Home Depot Installation Services, Local Team Leader

“40 Years Installing Fireplaces”

 Gas Fireplaces • Gas & Pellet Inserts • Free-Standing Stoves
Sales & Installation of our Products Only

510.471.5601
JerrysFireplaces.com

Tired of no burn days?

Since 1982

WE OFFER A LARGE SELECTION OF 
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES INCLUDING:

23585 Connecticut Street
Unit 15, Hayward

M-F 9-5, Sat 10-4CA Lic #525769

UP TO $400 OFF*
*On select units.

By Laura Ness
Building on Livermore’s 

3 Steves Winery, which 
brought attention to Car-
menere with the Chilean 
project, Cuda Ridge Wines 
is now making a move by 
growing and producing their 
own Carmenere wines.

One of the lesser-known 
grapes of the noble Bor-
deaux family, it is the prog-

eny of Cabernet Franc and 
Trousseau, which explains 
its inherent green savory 
edge. 

The phylloxera epidem-
ic of 1867 wiped out the 
once-widespread planting 
of Carménère in Bordeaux’s 
Médoc region. However, 
before the epidemic, Car-
ménère and Merlot had 

made their way to Chile, 
where the plague never 
reached. In the Maipo 
Valley, where Carménère 
thrived, it was often mistak-
en for Merlot. Today, more 
than 90% of the world’s 
Carménère vineyards are 
located in Chile, with small 
plantings in France, Italy, 
New Zealand, and now in 
Livermore. 

Cuda Ridge Wine is the 
first and only winery to 
release a Livermore Valley 
grown and produced Car-
ménère. The project began 
over eight years ago when 
Larry Dino, owner/wine-
maker of Cuda Ridge Win-
ery, worked with a friend to 
plant an experimental Car-
ménère vineyard on the west 

side of Livermore Valley. 
 “Back in 2013-2014, 

I had discussions with a 
high school friend, Stan 
DeMarta, who owned prop-
erty in Pleasanton, near the 
Callippe Golf Course, in 
the western portion of the 
Livermore Valley AVA,” 
said Dino. “He was taking 
viticulture classes at Las 
Positas Community Col-
lege and wanted to plant an 
experimental vineyard. We 
came up with the idea of 
planting Carménère!”  

The first vintage from the 
369 vines planted there was 
harvested in 2018. Tom Insel 
now owns the property. 

Dino also began talking 
with friends Mark Rowell 
and Jessica Roche, who live 
on Mines Road. Little Dog 
Vineyard became the second 
in Livermore to install a 
block of the variety. They 
planted 250 vines in 2017 
and just put in an additional 
100 vines, which will come 
online in three years. The 
first harvest from Little 
Dog was 2020, giving Cuda 
Ridge two vineyard desig-
nate Carménères. 

Insel and Little Dog vine-
yards offer distinct grow-
ing environments. Insel’s 
cooler, westerly location 
results in a natural acidity 
that characterizes its grapes. 
Conversely, Little Dog’s 
warmer location yields more 
generous fruit with a higher 
pH and fuller mouthfeel. 

Both wines from the 
2020 vintage have garnered 
critical acclaim. The 2020 
Insel Vineyard was awarded 
Gold at this year’s San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, while the 
2020 Little Dog received an 
impressive 92-point rating 

from Wine Enthusiast. 
Dino is pleased with the 

results, saying, “I am really 
liking the Carménères. They 
both have their own nuances 
but there is a common thread 
that runs through them. I like 
the earthiness, spice and her-
baceousness in the wines.” 

As for food compatibil-
ity, Dino says, “We have 
paired the Carménère with 
Mu Shu Pork and Kim Chi, 
as well as with turkey and 
herbed stuffing. We noticed 
the flavors of the wine really 
flourish with mushrooms 
and herbs, especially basil 
and cilantro.” 

The 2020 Insel Family 
Vineyard Carménère boasts 
a delightful bouquet of red 
fruits, such as pomegranate 
and red plum, mingled with 
hints of smoky earth and 
BBQ sauce. On the palate, 
zesty flavors of clove, dark 
chocolate, blueberry pop 
tarts, and a touch of basil are 
accompanied by pleasing 
tannins and a silky texture, 
all balanced by a good acid 
level. The wine concludes 
with a long, juicy finish, 
featuring a subtle hint of 
sweetness. 

In contrast, the 2020 Lit-

tle Dog Vineyard Carménère 
offers an intense herbal 
nose, characterized by notes 
of pine, tarragon, milk choc-
olate, and cinnamon. With 
considerably more tannins, 
this wine boasts a palate 
brimming with baking spic-
es, dark blackberry, licorice, 
and a touch of green pepper. 

Both wines pair excep-
tionally well with sautéed 
eggplant, red and yellow 
peppers, zucchini squash, 
and spring onions infused 
with fresh oregano and basil 
olive oil. These wines com-
plement peppers and chiles 
splendidly and are a natural 

pairing with lamb and mint. 
They are a perfect choice for 
Easter or Passover dinner, 
particularly if lamb is on 
the menu.  

Cuda Ridge Winery: Taking a Chance on Carménère Wines

Larry Dino, owner/winemaker of Cuda Ridge Winery, is 
holding two of his most recent releases of Carmenere 
wines. (Photo – Ron Essex Photography) 

Winter storms rained out 
the Feb. 26 event of Cars 
and Engines at Hagemann 
Ranch in Livermore but 
has been rescheduled for 
Sunday, March 5 from 1 – 4 
p.m. Vintage cars, antique 
Livermore fire trucks, the 

Pleasanton Vesperados with 
Vespa motorcycles, and 
Midget race cars will be 
the main attractions at the 
Cars and Engines event at 
Hagemann Ranch on Feb-
ruary 26 from 1-4 pm. Joey 
T and Friends, a local band, 

will provide the musical 
entertainment.  The kids 
can make paper rockets and 
launch them in the big are-
na.  The latest Eagle Scout 
project, an exhibit of farm 
equipment, will be ready for 
viewing.

Livermore’s Cars and Engines Event Rescheduled 

 


