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Schools
Adjust to
Stay Open

By Dawnmarie Fehr

REGIONAL — With stu-
dents inthe Tri-Valley return-
ing to class over the past two
weeks, schools have been
working hard to comply with
new health protocols from
the state and county to keep
facilities open.

Some changes in district
policies for students and
staff include isolation periods
shortening from 10 to five
days, and the ability to use
at-home tests to come out of
isolation.

Families in all three dis-
tricts received take-home
COVID-19 tests, so they
could delay their return to
school after winter break
if they tested positive. In
the Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District
(LVJUSD), tests were dis-
tributed to students and fami-
lies in December just prior
to winter break. Michelle
Dawson, LVJUSD spokes-
person, said the results have
been helpful in minimizing
the spread of the newest CO-
VID-19 variant, Omicron, as
the district returns to school.

“Getting those test Kits
in the hands of our staff and
students was of high impor-
tance to us, and it resulted in
many positive cases being
detected prior to returning
to school,” Dawson said.
“We had 115 positive cases
officially reported through
the Primary Health system,
with many other positive
results detected and called in
by parents to our attendance
line.”

Livermore schools re-
turned from break on Jan. 3
and sent home notification to
families on Jan. 7, informing
them of protocol changes.
Officials further assured
families in a letter that the
district would contain the
virus as much as possible.

“According to public
health experts, the Omicron
variant results in less severe
disease for vaccinated indi-
viduals, but has a higher rate
of community transmission,
causing a steep increase
in positive cases,” the let-
ter stated. “Rest assured,
our district adheres to the
protocols and guidance es-
tablished by the California
Department of Public Health
(CDPH) and Alameda Coun-
ty Public Health Department
(ACPHD), who have both
released new guidance rela-
tive to COVID-19 protocols
for isolation, quarantine and
testing.”

(See SCHOOLS, page 8)
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Hana (left) and Sara Fahey at Cottonwood Creek K-8 School in Dublin don matching

masks while carrying hand sanitizer to class. School districts throughout the Tri-Valley
implemented new policies in an effort to keep schools open during a spike of COVID-19
cases. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Candidates for Sheriff Face Off

By Larry Altman

REGIONAL — Saying he’s
passionate about the job he
has held for 14 years, Alam-
eda County Sheriff Gregory
Ahern on Sunday faced off
with two veteran police of-
ficers who hoped to replace
him in the next election and
keep him from a fifth term.

Ahern and his challeng-
ers — San Francisco police
Officer JoAnn Walker and
Alameda County Division
Cmdr. Yesenia Sanchez —
met online for more than two
hours in a public candidate
forum to discuss the issues
they hope will get voters
behind them.

“I try to make a differ-
ence and a change each and
every day I go to work,”
Ahern said. “Since 2007,

I’ve preached the Guardian
principle of law enforce-
ment, and I believe that
we as law enforcement are
caretakers in our community.
| believe that we must be
compassionate and under-
standing in our approach to
crime, poverty, mental health
and homelessness, as (well)
as addiction.”

At one point during the
forum, Walker, who has
served on San Francisco’s
force for 26 years, said that
the public perceives Ahern’s
department to be “corrupt.”
Otherwise, the forum spon-
sored by the grassroots orga-
nization Indivisible East Bay,
The Independent, Livermore
Indivisible and the Pleas-
anton Weekly, remained
cordial. Candidates offered
views on subjects includ-

ing transparency and over-
sight, spiking gun violence,
suicides, mental illness,
community relations and
COVID-19 at the Santa Rita
Jail in Dublin.

Ahern emphasized many
of the departmental policies
and programs he instituted,
while Sanchez and Walker
suggested it was time for a
change in a Sheriff’s Office
entering a consent decree
following a massive lawsuit
over poor conditions in the
jail, a lack of mental health
treatment for inmates, and a
high suicide rate. Whoever
runs the department follow-
ing the November 2022
election will be in charge
of implementing policies
and procedures to meet the
requirements of the consent

(See SHERIFF, page 8)

Council Requests Input for District Maps

By Larry Altman

PLEASANTON — The city
council last week formally
invited the public to submit
suggestions for drawing the
city’s first maps for district
elections, a process that
each panel member said
they wished was not taking
place.

The process, which will
continue with public hear-
ings through February, will
divide the city into four
council districts. Residents
from each area will elect an
individual representative.
The change, precipitated by
the threat of a lawsuit alleg-
ing that at-large elections

violate California’s Voting
Rights Act of 2001, will
begin with the November
2022 election. Voters will
shift from voting for all
council members to choos-
ing a single representative
who lives in their district.
All residents will continue
to elect the mayor to fill out
the five-member panel.

Livermore moved to
district elections in 2020
for the same reason.

“It doesn’t seem logi-
cal,” Vice Mayor Julie Testa
said during the Jan. 4 Pleas-
anton City Council meet-
ing, where a demographer
and two attorneys explained
the process going forward.

“It seems like an unneces-
sary project ... This was
predatory litigation against
the city — against every
city in California — and it
really was not a choice that
we made.”

Livermore, along with
the Dublin and Pleasanton
school districts, also will be
drawing district lines in the
coming weeks. Federal and
state law requires district
boundaries be drawn and
adjusted every 10 years
following the U.S. Census
count, which occurred in
2020.

Pleasanton City Council
voted in September to drop

(See MAPS, page 8)

Council Approves
Loaning $1.9M to
Presidio Developer

Lawyer Cites
Legal Issues

LIVERMORE — The at-
torney representing com-
munity group Save Liver-
more Downtown submitted
a letter to the city, outlining
the legal issues surround-
ing the council’s approval
of the $1.9 million loan to
Presidio’s limited liability
company, called “2205 Rail-
road Avenue LLC.”

The loan — unanimously
approved by the council
on Jan. 10 — will aid the
Presidio company’s LLC
in its completion of a valet
hotel parking lot at 2080
Railroad Avenue, situated
about a tenth of a mile from
the hotel site.

In a letter submitted
ahead of the public hear-
ing, Winston Stromberg of
Latham & Watkins LLP had
urged the council to reject
the proposed amendments
to the Disposition, Develop-
ment and Loan Agreement
(DDLA) with 2205 Railroad

(See LEGAL, page 10)

Valet Parking
Wins 5-0 Vote

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — The Liver-
more City Council on Mon-
day approved a plan that
included a $1.9 million loan
to a downtown hotel devel-
oper to buy land that will be
used as a valet parking lot.

The 5-0 approval of the
amended Disposition, De-
velopment and Loan Agree-
ment (DDLA) that will en-
able “2205 Railroad Avenue
LLC” — a limited liability
company of Davis-based
Presidio — to bring a four-
story, 125- to 135-room
hotel to the corner of Rail-
road and South Livermore
avenues by December 31,
2025.

Under the agreement, the
developer will receive the
loan from the city to pur-
chase a 33,600-square-feet
property owned by a private
company on the corner of K
Street and Railroad Avenue.

(See PARKING, page 10)

City Welcomes New
Airport Tower Manager

By David Jen

LIVERMORE — Liver-
more Municipal Airport
welcomed its new air traf-
fic control tower manager,
Paul Griffiths, at the end of
last year.

Griffiths comes to the
Tri-Valley from his previous
position as frontline man-
ager at Monterey Regional
Airport. He draws from over
26 years of experience work-
ing for the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) from
air traffic controller up to
manager.

He said he hopes to con-
tinue to hold at Livermore
“the high standards of safety
that we have here, and (de-
velop) any strategies we can
to enhance everything else
that's in place.” .

Although aware of resi-
dent noise concerns and ap-
prehension over the possible
KaiserAir project, Griffiths
explained that those com-
plaints are typically beyond
the purview of the tower and
are redirected to the airport
itself.

He said that while the
airport is owned by the City

of Livermore, the control
tower is a federal entity
operated by the FAA. The
tower, therefore, is some-
what insulated from resident
complaints in order to focus
on its mission of “the safe
and expeditious flow of air

Paul Griffiths

traffic.”

The Livermore Airport
Commission, however, does
receive and compile noise
complaints; it works with the
surrounding cities to discuss
those issues.

KaiserAir is an aviation
charter firm based at Oak-
land International Airport
that has submitted a letter
of intent to develop land at
Livermore Airport. The air-
port granted KaiserAir a sec-

(See MANAGER, page 7)

From left, Jake Snyder and Richard Hopper dismantle the parklet in front of Beer Baron

I [l -

on St. Mary's Street in Pleasanton. The city recently required restaurants and owners
to remove the structures, which were originally installed to encourage outdoor dining
during the pandemic. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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Zone 7 Submits Groundwater Management Plan

By Tony Kukulich

REGIONAL — A plan to
manage groundwater — an
important component of
the Tri-Valley water sup-
ply — was submitted to
state officials in advance of
a January deadline by the
Zone 7 Water Agency.

“For the long-term sus-
tainability of communities,
business and agriculture,
having these plans in place
and implemented is criti-
cally important,” said Paul
Gosselin, California Depart-
ment of Water Resources
(DWR) deputy director of
sustainable groundwater
management. “Zone 7 is in
amedium priority basin, and
that does have importance.”

The plan, approved by
the Zone 7 Board of Direc-
tors during their Dec. 15
meeting, details the actions

the agency will take to main-
tain and improve the Liver-
more Valley Groundwater
Basin, which provides about
30% of the agency’s water
supply.

“We prepared this plan
very methodically in coop-
eration with DWR so that
we put out a product that
meets their criteria,” said
Ken Minn, Zone 7 ground-
water resources manager.
“That is the approach.”

After decades of allow-
ing too much water to be
drawn from underground
aquifers, California enacted
the Sustainable Ground-
water Management Act
(SGMA) in 2014 to ensure
the long-term viability of the
state’s groundwater supply.

A central tenet of SGMA
was that groundwater
should be managed locally.
As such, water agencies

were assigned to each of
the state’s 515 groundwater
basins; those agencies were
charged with developing
plans to mitigate the impact
of overdrafting within the
next 20 years.
Responsibility for the
Livermore Valley Ground-
water Basin — also known
as Groundwater Basin Num-
ber 2-10 — was assigned to
Zone 7, though the agency
has been actively managing
it for more than 50 years.
The basin covers 69,557
acres. It’s 14 miles long
and has a total capacity of
254,000-acre feet of wa-
ter. An acre foot of water
roughly equates to 326,000
gallons. In total, that’s about
82 billion gallons of water.
“Our basin has been sus-
tainably managed,” Minn
said. “At the same time,

(See ZONE 7, page 8)

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

ALICE

Go on, ask Alice. This adorable, adoptable Classifieds........cccccvevrnnnnen. 13 Pleasanton Student Wins Stock Market Game..............c.cocoiveviiviiiiciciea, 2
girl is active, active, active! This adolescent EQitonrial v 4 Woman Charged for Auto Theft, Hit and Run............cccocoviiiiii 2
e "g‘;adb'goa;‘:uﬁ‘é"agmgeat;ﬁ';fis"“ Mailbox 4 Local GroUDS Offer Mty 10 INMAIES. .. 3
active! Valley Humane coordinates a’doptions ODbItUANES oo 9 Local Autor tg 1020 Panel O BIACK WIS ..o 12
by appointment only. Learn more at Rotary Accepting Grant Proposals ..., 14
valleyhumane.org. Email info@valleyhumane. SPOMS .. 1 Livermore Valley Wine Foundation Donates to Five Charities ............ccocooviiie, 14

g org to start the adoption application process.
(Photo - Valley Humane Society)

VISIT WWW.INDEPENDENTNEWS.COM FOR DAILY ONLINE NEWS



2 The Independent « JANUARY 13, 2022

www.independentnews.com

Pleasanton Third Grader Wins Stock Market Game

By Dawnmarie Fehr

Pleasanton Virtual Acad-
emy third grader Da-Ni Lin
recently won the Securities
Industry and Financial Mar-
kets Association (SIFMA)
Foundation Virtual Stock
Market Game.

Though she competed
in the elementary level,

Da-Ni Lin

8-year-old Da-Ni’s earnings
exceeded all other par-
ticipants in the Bay Area,
increasing her initial vir-
tual investment of $100,000
to $134,733.52. She beat
competitors in middle and
high schools all over the
Bay Area.

“I really enjoyed this
game, and I really had a lot
of fun with it,” Dan-Ni said.
“l was really glad | got to
join and participate in this
game. | didn’t really look at
the scores or think about the
scores, | just paid attention
to my stocks and what I was
making.”

As part of the game,
Da-Ni was given an ac-
count with 100,000 virtual
dollars. It was up to her to
research real-world compa-
nies and market trends and
decide where to invest her
money. Some of her biggest

earnings came from stocks
like Truth Social — Donald
Trump’s social media plat-
form — Tesla and Zillow.

“Students follow current
events and global news im-
pacting the financial mar-
kets and place trades in real
time online via computer
or the SMG smartphone
app,” SIFMA’s press re-
lease stated. “Students have
the ability to participate in
socially responsible invest-
ing by selecting companies
that have been determined
to be in alignment with the
United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals.”

The game teaches real-
world investment skills and
strategies and can trans-
late to students setting and
meeting financial goals at
a young age. Da-Ni has
always been homeschooled
and previously took classes

in stock market skills before
participating in this game.
She said she is ready and
willing to test her skills in
the real world.

“I definitely am ready to
go into the stock market for
real,” she said. “Me and my
sister started this business
called “Storytelling for Act-
ing,” and it’s on YouTube,
and we just want to reach
our dreams.”

SIFMA is a trade asso-
ciation for broker-dealers,
investment banks and as-
set managers operating in
the U.S. and global capital
markets. It advocates on
legislation, regulation and
business policy, affecting
retail and institutional in-
vestors, equity and fixed
income markets and related
products and services.

For more information,
visit www.SIFMA.org.

Woman Charged for Auto Theft, Hit-and-Run Incident

Pleasanton police have
charged a 30-year-old San
Jose woman, Sophia Or-
nelas, with being in pos-
session of a stolen vehicle,
fleeing police officers, and
leaving the scene of an ac-
cident.

Police said they initially
received a report of a stolen
vehicle from East Palo Alto.
Officers spotted the pickup
truck westbound on Bernal
Avenue, near the intersec-
tion with Interstate 680,
about 2:20 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Jan. 6.

However, when the of-
ficers attempted a traffic
stop, the driver refused to
pull over and, instead, sped
onto northbound 1-680, ac-
cording to the police report.

They gave chase, but
called off the pursuit based
on department safety pro-
tocols when the suspect
began driving recklessly
on the right shoulder. After

=

The driver of the blue pickup truck, Sophia Ornel

as of San Jose, was arrested and

charged for stealing the vehicle, evading police and leaving the scene of an accident.

(Photo courtesy of Teri Yan)

leaving the interstate at
Stoneridge Drive about 10
minutes later, the officers
again spotted the pickup,
which had been abandoned
after being involved in a

collision with another ve-
hicle. Police said officers
quickly found Ornelas hid-
ing in the bushes at a nearby
Park & Ride lot. She was
booked into Santa Rita Jail

in Dublin.

The occupants of the
second vehicle involved in
the collision were not seri-
ously injured, according to
police.

Researchers Use Machine Learning to Model Proteins Linked to Cancer

Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory
(LLNL) researchers and a
multi-institutional team of
scientists have developed
a machine learning-backed
model showing the impor-
tance of lipids to the sig-
naling dynamics of RAS,
a family of proteins whose
mutations are linked to nu-
merous cancers.

Lipids are fatty acid
organic compounds that
are insoluble in water, but
soluble in organic solvents.

In a paper published in
the Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences,
researchers detail the meth-
odology behind the Mul-
tiscale Machine-Learned
Modeling Infrastructure
(MuMMI), which simulates
the behavior of RAS pro-
teins on a cell membrane,
their interactions with lipids
— which help make up cell
membranes — and the acti-
vation of RAS signaling on
amacro and molecular level.

According to the re-
searchers, the data indicates
that lipids — rather than
protein interfaces — govern
both RAS orientation and
the accumulation of RAS
proteins.

“We always knew lipids
were important,” said LLNL
computer scientist and lead
author Helgi Ingolfsson.
“You need some of them,
otherwise you don’t have
this behavior. But after that,
scientists didn’t know what
was important about them.”

Normally, RAS proteins
receive and follow signals to
switch between active and
inactive states, but as the
proteins move along the cell
membrane they combine
with other proteins and can
activate signaling behavior.

Mutated RAS proteins
can become stuck in an
uncontrollable, “always on”
growth state, which is seen
in the formation of about
30% of all cancers, particu-
larly pancreatic, lung and
colorectal cancers.

The research “is show-
ing us that lipids are a key
player,” Ingolfsson said.
“By modulating the lipids
and different lipid environ-

ments, RAS changes its
orientation, and you can
actually change the signal-
ing [between ‘grow’ and
‘not grow’] by changing the
lipids underneath.”

Researchers said the
MuMMI framework repre-
sents a “fundamentally new
technology in computational
biology” and could be used
to improve their basic un-
derstanding of RAS protein
binding.

The research is part of
a pilot project of the Joint
Design of Advanced Com-
puting Solutions for Cancer,
a collaboration between the
Department of Energy, Na-
tional Cancer Institute, and
other organizations.

Traditional researchers
can simulate only a small,
fixed number of proteins and
one lipid composition at a
time, Ingolfsson explained,
and they need to know
which lipids are important
to model beforehand. With
the MuMMI framework,
researchers can simulate
thousands of different cell
compositions derived from
the macro model, allowing

them to answer questions
about RAS-lipid interac-
tions that previously would
be possible only with a
multiscale simulation.
“We’re demonstrating
that the old way of doing

things is starting to be out-
dated,” Ingolfsson said. “At
Livermore, we have enor-
mous computing power, we
have a lot of people working
on this and we can show
what can be possible.”

Linda Diaz Futral
- J : Broker/Realtor
Rare oppo_rtunity toowna Iindag?h%%ﬁ)‘gt?g?.com
duplex with a great ROI!' '\ lindafutral.com
1064 and 1068 Bluebell Dr. License #01257605
Each unit is “1038 sq Ft.
2 Beds, 2 Baths, two car
garages, indoor laundry
$1,150,000

Linda Figtral

iritual Revolution

’ The Quest to Experience God ‘

AREYOU SEEKING THE SACRED?

FREE TALK BY GIULIA NESI TETREAU, CSB
COME EXPLORE HOW TO MOVE FORWARD
WITH HOPE — NOT FEAR OR ANXIETY. LEARN HOW
AN UNDERSTANDING OF GOD AS UNIVERSAL,
DIVINE LOVE CAN TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE.

Giulia Nesi Tetreau

is a spiritual healer and
teacher of Christian Science.
After many years as a
psychotherapist, she found
her answer to a healthier and
more meaningful life in
Christian Science.

\

Sunday, January 23, 2022 at 3:00 pm

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
263 S. N STREET (DOWNTOWN LIVERMORE)

www.christiansciencechurchlivermore.com

Sponsored by First Church of Christ, Scientist, Livermore
For more information: call 925-447-2946
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

LIVERMORE RESIDENTS: Share your talents with the
community by volunteering on one of the City of
Livermore’s advisory bodies. We are accepting
applications now through January 28, 2022 at 5:00 PM.

Beautification Committee (1 Vacancy)

Join us in working to preserve the natural beauty and
habitat of Livermore.

Unexpired term ending 6/1/2023

Meets 15tWednesday of each month at 6:00 PM

Next Meeting: January 5

Historic Preservation Commission (1 Vacancy)

Join us in identifying, protecting, and preserving
Livermore’s historic resources. The Commission’s
successes are visible in the beauty of Livermore’s
historic structures and landmarks.

Unexpired term ending 5/1/2025

Meets 15t Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM.

Next Meeting: January 6™

Human Services Commission (2 Vacancies)

LIVERM®RE

CALIFORNIA

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR CITY HISTORIAN

RESIDENTS OF LIVERMORE: The City of Livermore is
accepting applications for City Historian. The deadline to
apply is January 28, 2022 at 5:00 PM.

The City Historian’s role is to increase public awareness
of the history of the city and community of Livermore.
The person appointed to this volunteer position will serve
a two-year term. Qualified applicants will have
experience presenting local historical information to
community groups, teaching courses in local and
regional history to students at a school or community
classes, or be affiliated with an organization associated
with the advancement of the history of Livermore.

SAVE THE DATE! Interviews will be tentatively held the
evening of February 3, 2022. For more information or to
apply, please visit www.cityoflivermore.net/AB, call the
City Clerk’'s office at (925) 960-4200, or email:
cityclerk@cityoflivermore.net.

Join us in discussing community social needs, assisting
local agencies in procuring grant funds, and more.

(1) Unexpired term ending 11/1/2022 and a possible
regular term ending 11/1/2026, subject to City
Council approval.

(2) Unexpired term ending 11/1/2023.

Meets 2" Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM

Next Meeting: January 111

Livermore Area Youth Advisory Commission

(1 Adult Vacancy)

Join the Commission in bringing together young people
and adults, and private and public sectors of the
community, to address responsibility for the care, health,
safety, welfare, and education of Livermore’'s young
people.

Unexpired term ending 9/1/2023.

Meets 15t Monday of each month at 7:00 PM

Next Meeting: January 3™

SAVE THE DATE! Interviews will be tentatively held
the week of January 31, 2022. For more information or
to apply, please visit www.cityoflivermore.net/AB, call
the City Clerk’s office at (925) 960-4200, or email:
cityclerk@cityoflivermore.net. Must attend at least one
meeting of the applicable advisory body before

applying.

‘Sucessfully Closed $100 Million and 200 Mortgages in 2021

Debi Zentner
Diversified Mortgage Group’s
Loan Officer of the Year 2011-2020

President’s Club 2011-2021
Cell: (925) 200-6381

debi@divmg.com
NMLS # 241540

Justin Castro

Loan Officer President’s Club 2018-2021
Cell: (925) 344-9329

justin@divmg.com
NMLS #1233153

© 2022 Diversified Mortgage Group, All Rights Reserved. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage
Lending Act #4150025. Branch NMLS #508121. Equal Housing Lender. Offers of Credit subject to Credit Approval. To verify our state license, please log onto
the following website: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.

Melody Beattie

“DIVERSIFIED
MORTGAGE GROUP )

Diversified’s Loan Agent

“Gratitude turns what we have into enough, and more. It
turns denial into acceptance, chaos into Qrder, confusion
into clarity. It makes sense of our past, brings peace for
today and creates a vision for tomorrow.”

We are truly grateful for the opportunity to work with
great clients and friends in 2021. We hope 2022 brings
you good health happiness, success, laughter and joy!

Call us for all your home mortgage needs.
Looking for a new mortgage, or helping your children

obtain a mortgage for their first home? Are you
Saene thinking about purchasing an investment property

to help you prepare for retirement income? Maybe

w1200

your goal is refinancing your current home with a new

lower interest rate or taking cash out to make it your

“perfect” home? We can help and are available if you
have any questions.

Take care and enjoy 2022.
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Local Groups Provide Ministry for Prison Inmates During the Pandemic

By Dawnmarie Fehr

During the pandemic, the
needs of various communi-
ties — from the unhoused to
homebound seniors — have
increased, and while many
volunteers have risen to

‘ A

Currently, religious
volunteer groups are not
able to enter Santa Rita
Jail. Though Sackett and
her fellow volunteers were
regularly visiting inmates
to host bible studies and
fellowship meetings, and

-— -

ship partnered with other
Tri-Valley churches to write
devotionals specifically for
the incarcerated men and
women in Santa Rita. They
send weekly inspirational
videos for inmates to watch
on their tablets, along with
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Diana Sackett, coordinator for the Cornerstone Worship Prison Ministry, sits with

inmates at San Quentin State Prison during their Christmas Banquet. Sackett (wearing
a black and gray sweater) and her fellow volunteers were recently able to return to
in-person ministry in San Quentin, but they are still offering virtual support in Alameda
County facilities. (photo courtesy of Diana Sackett)

meet these needs, one group
has been harder to reach:
inmates in prison facilities
around the Bay Area.

Shelter-in-place restric-
tions allowed many charita-
ble operations to continue in
the great outdoors, however,
prison ministry was not able
to switch to drive-through
operations. Volunteers from
the Cornerstone Worship
Prison Ministry are now do-
ing what they can remotely,
while waiting to return to
in-person ministry in local
prisons in Dublin, Tracy and
San Leandro.

“In general, we go into
Alameda County Santa Rita
Jail and Alameda County
Juvenile Justice Center,”
said Diana Sackett, ministry
coordinator. “We are waiting
to get back into Santa Rita
Jail and the Juvenile Justice
Center, but we are allowed
to do video visits with the
youth at the Juvenile Justice
Center, and we can now
go into San Quentin State
Prison.”

"HELP

offering one-on-one visits
of prayer and support, those
trips have been put on hold
since March of 2020. Lt.
Ray Kelly, public informa-
tion officer for the Alameda
County Sherift’s Office, said
last week there were 177
cases of COVID-19 among
the jail’s population of 2,200
inmates, leaving prison of-
ficials unable to set a reopen
date.

“We have seen not just
our people in custody, but
our own staff, with COVID
infections, and they have
been mild cases for the most
part,” Kelly said. “We seem
to be doing rather well with
this variant, and this isn’t
the first time we have done
this, but we need to be care-
ful ... that will affect a lot of
services in the jail, not just
the religious services, but
all the services we provide.”

Unable to enter the jail
physically, Sackett and
her team have focused on
virtual ways to offer their
support. Cornerstone Wor-

SR

other communications.
“We are all involved
in pen pal writing,” said

Deborah McQueen, one of
the ministry’s volunteers.
“We write prisoners in other
prisons, because you are not
allowed to write a prisoner
in a prison you visit, so we
pen pal write to prisoners,
often in other states. The
thing about prisoners is
they are the most invisible
of all who suffer. They are
hidden away, deliberately,
and as a result, their needs
and dreams and hopes and
families are not seen at a
time when everyone is deal-
ing with COVID ... it’s a
social blind spot.”
McQueen is a PhD stu-
dent working toward a de-
gree in leadership with a
prison focus. Her motiva-
tion comes from a desire to
find a connection between
illiteracy and recidivism.
She said as a member of the
Cornerstone community,
joining the prison ministry
made sense. Within the
group, she said she has
found a rewarding way to
connect with inmates.
Currently, the Corner-
stone prison ministry group
continues to offer support as
it can, virtually in Alameda
County, and in person at San
Quentin. The pandemic has
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been particularly hard on
inmates, who are locked
down even more than usual.

“It has been almost two
years of this for them,”
Sackett continued. “Christ-
mas is a particularly dif-
ficult time for them, so it
was a blessing to go into
San Quentin and pray and
worship with people and
let them know that someone
out here cares about them
and God cares about them.
For many of us, it’s sad not
to be able to go into the
other facilities and work

with them face to face. But
I would say that letters and
sending sermons in has been
a wonder for many of the
inmates during this time.”
Sackett and her team
continue to be inspired by
the people they meet and
look forward to expanding
their ministry once health
restrictions allow. For more
information on the Cor-
nerstone Worship Prison
Ministry, or to donate or
volunteer, email DianaS@
cornerstoneweb.org or visit
bit.ly/3nfwOXj.
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“Who needs another Broadway show when
you can hire a jazz combo playing music
from Bugs Bunny cartoons?”

- The Wall Street Journal
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Participate in the Process of Redrawing District Boundaries for the City of Livermore

Every 10 years, local governments use new data from the Census to redraw their district lines to reflect
how local populations have changed. The City of Livermore is asking for your help to plan, draw and
redivide City Council electoral district boundaries. Use the QR Code below or visit DrawLivermore.org/
Draw-A-Map to submit your own by January 31.

The City also welcomes input on Livermore’s communities of interest (COI), which you can provide using
the COI tools on DrawLivermore.org/Draw-A-Map or by emailing redistricting@cityoflivermore.net.
Communities of Interest can include shared interests, social and civic networks, racial and ethnic
compositions, cultural idenitities, socioeconomic status, and groups that share common everyday
spaces like grocery stores, pharmacies, libraries, etc.

Learn more and share your feedback during an
upcoming redistricting Public Hearing:

January 24, 2022, at 7:05 p.m.
February 14, 2022, at 7:05 p.m.
March 14, 2022, at 7:05 p.m.

Live Spanish interpretation will be available. (Habrd

Make your voice heard
Submit a draft map by January 31!

interpretacion en espariol.)

Draw a map using online mapping tools (just scan the QR

code with your cell phone camera or QR reader app), or
use paper mapping tools at the Livermore Valley Chamber
of Commerce or in redistricting kiosks at the Rincon, Civic
Center, and Springtown libraries. DrawLivermore.org/Draw-A-Ma
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The Dublin City Council's recent approval
of the East Ranch development project's En-
vironmental Impact Report (EIR) is creating
a wedge within the community. The Dublin
Unified School District (DUSD) and resi-
dents have expressed outspoken concern on
the wisdom of implementing a 30-year-old
outdated EIR.

Opponents of the 165-acre, 573-unit proj-
ect on Croak Road, which will include 18
moderate-income single-family units and 77
affordable housing residences, say the preexist-
ing EIR fails to address 2022 issues, namely
school overcrowding, wildfire risk and drought
considerations. Under the California Environ-
mental Quality Act, residential projects may
be exempt if they are consistent with a prior
specific plan that underwent environmental
review.

The council maintains the decision to allow

-
EDITORIAL Worth Taking Another Look

the current EIR — last updated in 2005 — re-
mains lawful and true.

Now the community and the school district
are at odds with a council that is seemingly
unwilling to explore other options or at the
very least undergo a new EIR.

And the obvious question is why?

Is the council's decision based on previous
financial agreements with the developer, Tru-
mark Homes, and a desire to move the long-
planned project along or a genuine belief that
the EIR is solid?

Legally, the City of Dublin has no jurisdic-
tion over the DUSD, and as such does not have
to consider the school district in its decisions.
But from an ethical and practical standpoint,
shouldn't they? Isn't the relationship between a
city and its school district one of community?
Isn't it incumbent on the city council to be a
good neighbor to all its residents, students

~

included? Doesn't it just make sense that one
benefits from the other and that a symbiotic
relationship is good for everyone?

One would hope that is the case, but so far,
it does not appear to be the situation in Dublin.
While the project may indeed be a good one
and the decision to build the development a
benefit in the long term to the entire communi-
ty, one has to ask what's the rush? What would
be the harm in slowing down the process — a
process that has been years in the making —in
order to reevaluate how best to move forward
to incorporate the interests of everyone?

The school district is so frustrated that its of-
ficials are exploring legal options as it pertains
to the EIR. A reevaluation of the EIR would
create some goodwill between the city, the
school district and its residents.

Surely that is reason enough for a second

look.
/
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Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are
those of the author and do
not necessarily reflect the
opinion of The Independent.
Anonymous letters will not
be published. All letters are
required to have the name(s)
of the person(s) submitting
them, city of residence and
phone number, for verifi-
cation purposes. Abusive
letters may be rejected or
edited. Letters are subject
to verification and may be
edited for clarity at the dis-
cretion of the editor. We
reserve the right to decide
whether or not the letter
will be published. Headings
for all letters may be edited
at the discretion of the edi-
tor to properly reflect their
content. A headline will be
added to letters received
without one. Frequent letter
writers may have publica-
tion of their letters delayed.
Letters must be submitted by
someone living in or from
the Tri-Valley; they must not
offer medical advice from
unconfirmed professional
sources or contain libelous
or inappropriate content.
Letters should be limited to
400 words or less and should
be sent by email to letters@
independentnews.com or
submitted using the form
below. To be considered, let-
ters must be received by 10
a.m. on the Tuesday before
publication.

What’s at Stake in
DA Race?
Anthony Beckett, Pleasanton

Is the Alameda County
District Attorney election
important?

Very much YES. Of par-
ticular concern is candidate
Pamela Price, who is backed
by George Soros, who has a
certain agenda for his invest-
ments.

Looking at the track
record of Soros-backed DA
candidates nationwide who
won, the pattern is very
clear: eliminate cash bail,
and lower charges for crimes
like burglary, theft, robbery,
assault - even armed robbery,
home invasion and carjack-
ing. Look no further than
San Francisco to see the re-
sult: DA Chesa Boudin was
backed by Soros and San
Francisco - the smash-and-
grab retail robbery capital of
America - is paying dearly.
Businesses are closing and
leaving the city for good
- because criminals are win-
ning.

Why does Soros focus on
these DA races? In funding
local DA campaigns, activ-
ists hope to secure many of
the sentencing and bail poli-
cies they have struggled to
realize through laws or bal-
lot initiatives. That's right.
Things that couldn't pass
muster through a vote can
be adjusted to the DA's lik-
ing. Like what Gascon has
done in L.A. Incidentally,

both Boudin and Gascon are
facing recalls for this very
activity. New York City and
Philidelphia have the same
problems with the same cast
who I suspect will soon initi-
ate recalls.

If you shudder when you
see the crime in San Francis-
co, beware of Pamela Price.
She'll bring it to Alameda
County. Guaranteed.

We Need Housing
Bill Leach, Livermore

I agree that the former
pool company land is best
held for future housing, for
the time when other plots
going west from there can
be obtained. If Livermore
grows as expected (2% per
year, 50,000 more residents
in one generation from now)
we are going to need a lot
of housing, and not at the
expense of open space like
Stockmens Park. | ask three
things of Council:

If the pool company land
cannot be held for future
housing, then we citizens
would like more detail on
the $1.9M loan's interest rate
and payback time. Banks
make good money on loans;
maybe the City can, too?

For Council to positively
state that the hotel could not
appropriate additional park-
ing space in the L-Street
garage.

For serious consideration
of an automated L-Street
garage, because it both takes
up less space and is cheaper
per-car to build.

Disappointed
Mary Rozsa, Livermore

It is difficult to express
how disappointed | am as a
longtime resident of Liver-
more with the disturbing
Downtown plan with high-
rises on both sides of South L
Street and Railroad Avenue.
Certainly, there has been
a multitude of objections
expressed by Livermore
citizens to the Mayor and
Council Members. The cur-
rent plan with Eden Housing
will not provide a decent
downtown park as initially
proposed but will have con-
crete walkways and strips of
grass/landscaping between
large imposing buildings,
not a true park with spacious
grass area, playgrounds,
picnic area and benches for
just enjoying the scenery.
Now to add more disappoint-
ment, the City is planning on
giving a $1.9 million loan to
the hotel developer, Presido.
The parcel in question will
be used for valet parking
for the hotel, but is not large
enough to accommodate
the spaces required for a
135-room hotel, short by 49
stalls, so where does the City
propose to locate the extra
stalls? This proposed loan,
since it does not meet park-
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ing requirements, should not
be approved by the Mayor
and Livermore City Council.

With so many mistakes
occurring in our Downtown,
| feel our City's character
and charm will be totally
and irreparably damaged for
current residents and future
generations.

Itis a Crime
Thomas Soules, Livermore

For some time, many
folks in Livermore have
been suggesting that the low-
income housing be moved
from the proposed Lucky's
site to north of Railroad
Avenue. Numerous sugges-
tions have been made for
how that could be done and
why it would be much bet-
ter than the city's proposed
site in order to preserve the
character of Livermore and
provide a park downtown.
Even the then running for
mayor Bob Woerner touted
it as a possible win-win.

However, we were told
this is impossible. That land
is not for sale, and we, the
city, do not have the money
for it and the city does not
want to go through eminent
domain.

Now, last week's Inde-
pendent pointed out the city
is considering loaning the
hotel developer $1.9 M to
purchase part of that land
that was not for sale for valet
parking, and a private citizen
is considering purchasing
another part of the land that
was not for sale for $2.4 M.

Are we fools? These
not-for-sale parcels of land
could have been used for
the low-income housing and
could have helped preserve
Livermore's character and
everyone would win.

Instead, the purchases
will be an attempt to block
this win-win option. We are
fools. These decisions are all
being made behind closed
doors in total disregard of the
citizens' wishes. In fact, they
are being made in an attempt
to make itimpossible to real-
ize the citizens' wishes! And
we have been lied to on top
of it! Apparently the not-for-
sale land is for sale — just
not for sale to those wishing
to move low-income hous-
ing there.

Define “Boutique Hotel”
Ben Barrientos, Livermore

| feel like a salmon swim-
ming upstream with the City
Council. I am persistent,
and | do remember the vote
I cast on the rendition of
Downtown a few years ago.
But the council members
didn't like what we chose.
Now folks who speak out
are being castigated for their
opposition.

I'd like to see poles put up
with yellow tape on the sites
of the proposed "boutique
hotel" and the parking lot
showing us how high the
structure will be, with a big
sign on the parking lot with
the cost on it.

Please look up the defini-
tion of a "boutique hotel".
You will find that it is 10
to 100 rooms, not the 135
rooms that are in the plans.
They will require a certain
number of parking slots,
which would be subsidized
by us, the taxpayers.

I'd encourage you to look

up "robotic parking™ and the
cost savings it would bring
to the city. It will not take
2+ hours to retrieve your
car (but) maybe a few min-
utes — probably less time
than it would take you to
remember where you parked
and walked up to the correct
level. The robotic parking
would be a better use of the
limited space we have and
cheaper.

Please use your mind eye
and envision what is pro-
posed for downtown.

Hotel Guests Unlikely to
Use Valet

Carol Garberson, Livermore

I strongly object to the
idea of the City of Livermore
loaning $2 million to the
downtown hotel developer
so they can buy a piece of
property for valet parking a
long city block away from
the hotel and across two busy
streets — Livermore Ave. and
Railroad Ave. The hotel is
being allowed to provide an
insufficient number of park-
ing spaces for their staff and
guests, resulting in public
parking spaces being taken
up to meet their needs and
limiting parking available
for Livermore residents and
visitors in the public garages.
In reality, guests are more
likely to park in the public lot
across the street from the ho-
tel rather than using SLOW,
EXPENSIVE valet parking.

Valet parking also means
a staff person will have to
run across two busy streets
through traffic even in the
high heat, and likely smoky
air, of summer and during
rainy weather every time a
car needs to be parked or
retrieved, which can be very
unsafe, as well as a possible
serious threat to health.

Livermore has a long
history of allowing devel-
opment to proceed without
enough parking. The re-
sults can be seen at the Out-
let Mall and in areas like
Norma Way where apart-
ment residents have to park
all along the street, blocking
parking for the houses on the
street. Now that seems to be
happening again with both
the hotel and the affordable
housing developments in the
downtown being allowed to
build without enough park-
ing. The result will be over-
crowding in the public park-
ing garages and increased
traffic with people looking
for parking.

Encouraging a hotel to
be built without requiring
adequate parking for staff
and guests is a remarkably
poor plan, especially when
the residents of Livermore
have listed the need for more
public parking as a major
priority.

Tell the People the Truth
Charlene Stark, Livermore

How can we trust Eric
Swalwell?

He sent out an email story
about Jan. 6, which was an
amazing lie for anyone who
reads, watches all channels
and has a brain that can
figure out he tells many
untruths to the people of
Livermore.

Jan. 6 was not a good
day for our country with the
people speaking out for what
they believed was for liberty,

doing the violent thing was
not good and should not be
looked at as good. It was
disgusting, but the tall tale
from Rep. Eric Swalwell
takes the cake.

He sent out this email as
if we the people never watch
TV, read newspapers, re-
search on the internet or just
plain listen to what is going
on or happening. He doesn't
mention in his email the facts
that we watched the Capitol
police usher people into the
Capitol as if they were there
to visit it. He doesn't mention
the fact we saw police yell-
ing and telling people to go
into the Capitol. He doesn't
mention the fact a woman
was killed by a Capitol po-
liceman when she appeared
to be walking without a gun.
He also doesn't mention the
FBI did not call it an insur-
rection, but a riot.

He continues to tell lie
after lie. First, he went on
about the Russian hoax
against President Trump,
and come to find out, it was
the Hillary Clinton campaign
that funded it. He was part of
impeaching a president for
nothing!

Wake up, Livermore, and
see Eric Swalwell for what
he is. He is a disgusting poli-
tician who makes my skin
crawl with all of his lies and
his China connection, which
the paper avoided printing.
We the people want to read
the truth not some fictional
lie made up by him.

Say No to City Loans for
Developers
Mark Sobrepena, Livermore

Remember the inflation-
ary 1980s and the incredible
rising cost of material and
resources. The prices we
see now at the supermar-
ket are just the beginning.
Not only is this parking
garage a bad plan, but a
waste of taxpayer money
when Livermore needs to
keep the general fund fully
stocked for this oncoming
inflation cost. What about
affordable housing, taking
care of our community, and
infrastructure repairs? This
cost will certainly increase
soon. We cannot expect
continuous federal bailouts
like the American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA)
of $4.97M into our funds.

We need to stop this “loan
expenditure”, which leaves
the city at risk holding the
bag on a loan that may not
recoup the principal due
to cost overruns. There are
many reasons to stop this
building - born from closed-
door meetings - but another
reason is the financial risk to
Livermore and its services.
As voters we need to tell the
city council to have financial
foresight and not just give
away our future into bad
debt.

Honoring Two
Anniversaries
Mary Perner, Livermore

On January 17th, I will
commemorate the life and
legacy of Reverend Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. On Janu-
ary 22nd, I will celebrate the
first anniversary of the entry
into force of the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons.

These two events are

more intertwined than they
may appear on the surface.

King spoke often against
nuclear weapons, calling
them the most colossal of
all evils. “The alternative
to disarmament,” he said,
“may well be a civilization
plunged into the abyss of an-
nihilation.” And, Dr. King’s
prescription for humanity
was clear: “The development
and use of nuclear weapons
should be banned.”

The ban is here. It is now
part of international law.
Dr. King would be pleased.
Unfortunately, the United
States has yet to sign the
treaty, but it should. U.S.
leadership could deliver the
world from the threat of the
abyss of which King spoke.

This is why | will go
to the Livermore Lab on
Friday, January 21. With
colleagues I will hold ban-
ners celebrating the treaty's
enactment, calling on the
U.S. to join, and quoting our
country’s most eloquent pro-
ponent of peace and justice,
Dr. King.

This coming week I, and
millions like me, will pause
to reflect on King’s words,
and we will act in communi-
ties across our country and
around the world to bring
to fruition our common as-
piration for the abolition of
nuclear weapons and war.
I invite you to join me at
Livermore Lab's, one of two
US laboratories that design
nuclear weapons. Informa-
tion on our local action can
be found at www.trivalley-
cares.org.

Who Is Buying Elections?
John Marchand, Livermore

Jim Hutchins’ December
30 letter suggests impro-
priety and secrecy over a
contribution to a mayoral
campaign. He and Deborah
McQueen, on their website
and in their letters to The
Independent, continue to
whine about David Eichler’s
contribution of $467 to my
mayoral campaign in 2018.
Hutchins now refers to it
as a “substantial donation”.
That contribution was ac-
knowledged years ago, and
itwas included in my legally
required State and City fil-
ings. Mr. Eichler made that
contribution as a private
citizen and not as an agent of
Legacy Partners. There was
no pre-arranged agreement.

Hutchins and McQueen
are trying to call into ques-
tion my integrity over a
$467 campaign donation.
| can assure everyone in
this community, for whom
| served for over three de-
cades, that my integrity is
intact. My campaign raised
over $35,000 from numer-
ous members of our com-
munity, which means that
Mr. Eichler’s contribution
was less than 2% of the total
funds raised.

I question the hypocrisy
of Hutchins and McQueen
who are silent about the
contributions to the “No
on P” campaign from four
members of the Seppala
family, four out-of-town
multi-millionaires whose
contributions totaled over
$650,000. That is over 1,300
times the amount of Mr.
Eichler’s contribution.

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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The real question is,
“What political purpose is
served by a handful of out-
of-town multi-millionaires
trying to buy Livermore
elections?” Public docu-
ments on file with the City
Clerk reveal that the Vice
Chair of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Intermatic
Corporation, who lives in
New Hampshire, contributed
over $100,000 to an effort to
mislead Livermore voters.
The truth is Measure P was
only about Livermore voters
supporting a hotel next to the
Bankhead Theater and they
overwhelmingly approved it
by a 2:1 margin.

The real question of im-
propriety is, “Why are out-
of-town millionaires funding
the deception of Livermore
voters and trying to buy
Livermore elections?”

Rethink Your Options
Rich Buckley, Livermore

Instead of loaning $1.9
million to the hotel devel-
oper to buy and build on
the old Livermore Pool and
Spa Site (Bordoni-Site), it
seems a better use to go with
robotic parking (at least in
part of the structure) to be
built on the old Kentucky
Fried Chicken (KFC-Site)
site already owned by the
City of Livermore.

The community has been
waiting for the 500-car pro-
posed parking on the KFC-
Site for many years.

Engineering planning
conducted on the KFC-Site,
indicates that a 650-parking
space robotic parking struc-
ture could be built for around
$20.1 million, nearly $14.4
million less than the 500
space long awaited KFC-Site
parking structure. Part of the
KFC-Site parking structure
could be dedicated to valet
parking. Surprisingly, when
I drive from the proposed
hotel site across South Liver-
more Avenue along Veterans
Way to the 500-car KFC-
Site area, I save on average
three-minutes per trip over
maneuvering down Railroad
Avenue, where the city is
proposing to lend money
to build valet parking and
use up a valuable street fac-

ing lot.

Every 100 valet parked
cars is 200 valet trips, or
10 hours wasted. These are
use-delays paid by the hotel
guests. Additionally, the
valet parking the city is
proposing on the Bordoni-
Site (at the NW corner of
the intersection of Railroad
Avenue and K Street) falls
49 parking stalls short of
stalls city studies show are
required for the 135-room
hotel!

Design layouts for
650-robotic-parking-space
garage (with plenty of park-
ing for the 135-room hotel)
can be done more compactly
yielding nearly a full story
of reduced height for all
street facing sides including
Veterans Way, over the cur-
rently proposed 48-foot-high
proposed KFC-Site 500-car
parking. Your proposed
garage is not the best we
can do.

Rethink your options
please.

Special-Interest Groups
Remain a Problem
Alan Marling, Livermore

I wish to thank Joan
Seppala and all others who
stopped development in
Livermore in the last cen-
tury.

In hindsight, it’s obvious
now the last thing we need is
more townhouses sprawling
over our valley’s open space.
I mention Joan Seppala, spe-
cifically, because I remember
the editorial in The Inde-
pendent, the newspaper she
owns, congratulating her for
opposing the development.
No one was in favor of it
except those the developers
convinced using ads from
their special-interest groups.

Thanks to her work and
others’, now in the 21st
century, we have the space to
develop what is truly needed:
affordable housing, solar
farms, and a hotel to help
struggling vineyards. This
week, the city council held
a vote on a garage critical to
the hotel development. The
measure passed unanimous-
ly because of past city-wide
votes in favor of the proj-
ect, along with the support

of vineyard owners, their
workers, and the Livermore
Chamber of Commerce.
Everyone was in favor
of the development except
those convinced by ads from
special-interest groups.
Special-interest groups
opposing the public good
remain a problem in Liver-
more, from the last century
to this one. The only differ-
ence is that now they’re all
funded by Joan Seppala.

Our Road to
Proto-Fascism
Greg Scott, Livermore

The events at the U.S.
Capitol Building on Janu-
ary 6, 2021, 'Insurrection
Day', cannot be rationally
justified or condoned. Cer-
tainly, Donald Trump bears
some responsibility, along
with some politicians and
members of the Republican
Party. There is no evidence
the presidential election was
stolen or corrupted by vote
count.

While significant blame
lies with Mr. Trump and
some Republican politicians,
a question should be asked:
How did Mr. Trump win
the presidency in 2016 and
come to power? How did
his supporting Republican
politicians win elections and
maintain their power?

The answer lies in the
abandonment and betrayal
or the working class, a large
portion of the middle class
and of the poor. Saying the
Demaocrats do more for these
classes is, and has been,
tepid consolation. An alter-
native was sought, and the
Republican Party was the
vote, even though Republi-
can politicians' actions may
likely be against the self-
interests of their supporters.

Therein lies the basis for
Insurrection Day. Nothing
can justify the actions of that
day, however, the majority
of the foundation for the
day was laid in Democratic
President Obama's admin-
istration through a backing
of $650 hillion for bankers
responsible for the Great
Financial Crisis. This fur-
ther accelerated the wealth
and income divide, and the

working class, middle class
and poor could not possibly
keep up.

To add insult to injury, the
Federal Reserve Bank Cor-
poration - the "Fed" - started
a program of "quantitative
easing" in November of
2010 that expanded the mon-
ey supply by $1.2 trillion,
which is a bigger increase
than the Fed did in its previ-
ous 97-year history. This is
a program of buying bonds
and stocks and creating a
"demand pull™ in a monetary
environment of low interest
rates that had hit the “zero
bound" - a zero percent rate.
The Fed continued growing
quantitative easing and it
greatly benefited those with
huge assets and the ability to
borrow large sums of money.

This is how we arrived at
the great exasperation that
is in our country. Demo-
crats pivoted to support the
so-called "Smart America"
(Packard, "How America
Fractured Into Four Parts",
2021) with their wealthy-do-
nors dominating from parts
of California, Northeast New
Jersey, New York City Area
and in Connecticut. To heck
with "flyover" America, the
rural plight and the lower
classes.

This has made for a dan-
gerous groundwork for In-
surrection Day and a victori-
ous authoritarian Republican
rule.

Robotic Parking is Better
William Zagotta, Livermore

The Livermore City
Council seems tone deaf
on the need for additional
parking in the next version
of the Downtown Plan. In
addition to the 500 or so
parking spots that are be-
ing replaced, spots will be
needed because people in the
affordable housing will need
more parking than the PLAN
provides (John Stein). and
probably may park in (what-
ever) public parking spots
the PLAN provides. Ditto
for the inadequate HOTEL
parking in the PLAN.

The council should
therefore consider a Citizen
suggested parking facil-
ity; the Robotic Parking
facility that is better than the
PLANNED GARAGE next
to L Street. The robotic ga-
rage apparently has a much
less massive footprint, the
street side height is lower,
robotic garage permits more
spots even in the smaller
footprint, and can’t be as
ugly as the five-level parking

y ( WANDA THOMPSON

CA DRE# 00983781 | NMLS#244633

Why should one consider a reverse mortgage? As the age of retirement
approaches, many start to look toward their savings, social security, and
investments for financial support. However, there’s another important, smart
and safe retirement asset that homeowners have access to: home equity.
By utilizing a reverse mortgage one could use their home equity to help
maintain a more comfortable standard of living. These type of loans provide
excellent flexibility and can help payoff an existing mortgage. This will then
provide a lower monthly payment going forward! Along with other guidelines
that must be considered, to be eligible for a reverse mortgage one must

be at least sixty-two years of age. Give us a call today and together we will
review the financing tools that are available to you.

411 So L St, Suite E, Livermore, CA

garage in the PLAN... go
look at the parking garage
in Walnut Creek.

These claims for the Ro-
botic Parking Facility are un-
verified by me, but certainly
should be checked with ex-
isting operators of robotic
garages and the company
that builds them.

Isn't it Alanis
Morissette...?
Daryl R Carlson, Livermore
Ironic, don’t ya think? In-
deed, the “Park Before Peo-
ple” group spent the holiday
season begging for funds for
their petulant lawsuit against
the City of Livermore, con-
cerning trifles like the non-
conforming configuration
of the windows at the Eden
Housing site, funds more ap-
propriate for the needy.
Their most recent weekly
ad admonishes that same
city government for “wast-
ing” taxpayer funds to loan
the hotel developer money
necessary to assure valet
parking, thus alleviating
one of this park group’s own
complaints about the hotel.
So, who is really wasting
tax dollars here — the upper
crusts who claim to be in

(See MAILBOX, page 6)
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The proposed L St. Garage, view from south L Street (Source: City of Livermore)

The $34.5 Million Mistake

The City Council's outdated parking plan will cost more money for less parking
spots, and put a 48' garage in the middle of our charming downtown.

ABigger Garage The City’s outdated parking plan
includes the massive L Street Garage — a 5-level, 48-foot
high monstrosity. It not only will create a visual mass
in our charming downtown that will overwhelm those at
street level, but it also means less spots and

a greater cost than better alternatives.

But Less Parking The city’s L Street garage would have
500 spots and cost $34.5 million for its construction.
But it ignores the latest advances in parking that could
provide a 650-stall robotic garage for just $20.1 million,
saving the City $14.4 million. The robotic garage could
supply more parking for residents and the hotel. It would
also be smaller — reaching only 36’ high as seen from
the street, instead of 48’.

Paid for by Save Livermore Downtown

AtaHigher Cost The City recently authorized a poll
to evaluate whether city residents would be willing to
increase sales tax and add a new parcel tax. Maybe
instead of raising taxes, the City Council should start
saving tax dollars — starting with the $14 million that
would be saved with a modern parking plan.

leermore

Downtown!

Its not too late to save Livermore's downtown
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favor of affordable housing
as long it does not obscure
their view, who are dragging
the city through a feckless
doomed lawsuit? Shall we
put those in need of assis-
tance closer to the tracks
where they belong to satisfy
the haves?

Remember, these self-
same people wanted to build
a luxury hotel on land pur-
chased with a grant intended
for the construction of as-
sisted housing. That smacks
of social-class snobbery and
indifference, and the voters
of Livermore responded ap-
propriately.

Our Infrastructure
Needs Funding First
Carol Silva, Livermore

On January 10, 2021,
the Livermore City Coun-
cil’s meeting had an agenda
item for the Council to con-
sider loaning a for-profit,
Limited Liability Company,
2205 Railroad Avenue LLC,
which is associated with the
Presidio Companies LLC
developer of the downtown
hotel, $1.9 Million to de-
velop a parking facility at
2080 Railroad Avenue.

Facts to the best of my
knowledge are as follows:

1. The developer was to
provide parking for its hotel
guests under the structure of
the hotel.

2. Recently, but prior
to the January 10th City
Council meeting, the Coun-
cil held meetings behind
closed doors with Presidio
Companies LLC.

3. With the Council’s
January 10th approval to
an Amended and Restated
Disposition, Development
and Loan Agreement, it ef-
fectively permits Presidio
Companies LLC to provide
surface parking instead of
the more expensive con-
struction costs of an under-
ground parking garage, and
it makes it easier for the
Council to state that there
is insufficient space on the
north side of Railroad Av-
enue to have Eden Housing
moved to that area.

4. The construction of the
downtown hotel is supposed
to occur during 2024-2025.
Therefore, the construction
of any type of parking facil-
ity for hotel guests would not
occur before this period. Of
course, Presidio Companies
LLC would not want nearly
$2M of its money invested
in property that is sitting
unproductive for a couple of
years. Therefore, they would
want the city’s money used.

The city’s loan to Pre-
sidio makes it a win-win
situation for the City Council
and for all the Presidio LLCs
associated with the project.
However, it will impact
the residents and visitors of
Livermore by creating more
of a congestion bottleneck
on downtown city streets
with hotel employees driv-
ing cars to and from the
parking structure and by
constantly walking on not
just one crosswalk, but two
crosswalks, to go between
the hotel and the parking
structure.

How many LLC’s are
able to obtain a $1.9 Million
loan from the City’s General
Fund, which is funded by us
taxpayers? Another parking
garage is a waste of taxpay-
ers’ money. A recent report
to the city reflected the many
needs of our infrastructure.
Shouldn’t taxpayer money
be spent on infrastructure
instead of loans to a LLC
to build a surface parking
lot, which would be a dis-

' HOPE

Hospice & Health Services

appointing use of a prime
location?

Our Noble Livermore
City Council
Richard Andrews, Livermore

I don't think I can recall
a greater display of ques-
tionable decisions, hidden
moves, and lack of respect
for the electorate since War-
ren G. Harding was POTUS.

It was 1920, and we were
flush from war, & devastated
by a virus. And the Demo-
cratic candidate was a fop.
So, America got a shady
fast-talking huckster who
had friends with money
and ambition. And wanted
more. Harding rolled over to
them and the corruption, as
well as his constant need for
money, women, and booze
was like none we ever saw
before. "Money Talks" was
the byword until his demise.
Fortunately, for America he
had a stroke and was even
more useless. So, the dogs
found his "bones" in TeaPot
Dome and brought the house
of cards down. The Eden
Project and the Jokester's
Hotel, seem to the Money
dreams of Our City Council,
and AGAIN, Money Talks...
as the saying goes. Look at
what we citizens have told
them on many occasions
we want, and what they
corrupted it to, "The Eden
project." What a name. |
think The Almighty should
sue them for usurpation of
the name, and defamation
of character, as well as the
manner in which it was done.

Ah, Now the hotel (which
was questionable from the
beginning). All of a sudden,
it needs parking. Gee Whiz!!
A hotel needs parking! Who
would have thought that?
Obviously not our Mayor,
and City Council and their
learned advisers. And who
do they want to loan the
developer the money to build
it? Us! What a surprise. And
how was the land obtained?
Take a wild guess. Don't ask.

Going back to "Eden".
If you look at the whole
project, you'll see question-
able moves by our "elected
council” that seem to con-
tinually favor the contractor.
Isanyone really surprised? |
sure as heck am not. Who is
watching the Watch Dogs?
Is the question I'd like to see
answers to.

So my friends and voting
citizens of Livermore: Do
not expect anything but an-
other handout to the Money
People, and not us. Money
talks, not the constituency,
with this crowd. The elec-
tions are coming, and I hope
it is not too late for Liver-
more citizens.

Why?
Jan Brovont, Livermore

Why won’t City Council
explain what is really driving
them so hard on the down-
town build out?

It is unlikely crowded
streets, little or no parking
and large crowded 4-story
buildings looming in the
heart of what is supposed to
be a charming downtown, is
going to be pleasing to any-
one, including wine country
tourists.

Besides the Legacy’s
4-story buildings, which are
in the process of being built;
there will be at least 3 other
4 story buildings across L
St. Two large housing unit
buildings, and a parking
garage behind the gas station
on First & L leaving little
open space. The parking ga-
rage and the addition to the

garage on Railroad Ave. will
not be large enough to handle
all the cars downtown. Let’s
look at why. There will be
visitors and overflow park-
ing from Legacy, and cer-
tainly the 14,000 sq ft of
retail which is supposed to
go on the ground floor of
the Legacy building, which
will not only require a lot of
parking spaces, but will add
to the traffic congestion. The
Eden housing units that the
council wants to build are
only providing 1 space per
unit, yes one parking space
each, for the hundred + units.
Where will their second cars
be parked? Or their visitors
park?

Why not build Eden hous-
ing on another location, and
let the city residents and our
wine country tourists enjoy
a charming, large downtown
park, with trees, grass, play
area for children, fountains,
benches and walking paths?
This could be enjoyed by
residents, visitors and tour-
ists.

Remember, besides the
parking garage and large
4-story Eden housing build-
ings, there will also be, a
Science Center; and Black
Box Theater of approxi-
mately 15,000 sq ft, which
will all take up even MORE
open space — leaving the
remaining amount of open
space very small.

Why not have the large
beautiful friendly park ad-
jacent to Stockmen’s Park,
enhancing the Science Cen-
ter and Black Box theater
and have housing elsewhere?

No Vision for Downtown
Victoria Stewart Long, Livermore

While the General Plan
Update Committee has toiled
over vision statements and
guiding principles, one won-
ders what vision is guiding
our beloved downtown as
developers have been al-
lowed to change plans for
their properties in the down-
town development project.

The “Approved Plan”
promoted to voters during
the Measure P campaign
was received by residents be-
cause it was “vetted, studies
done, financing organized,
‘shovel ready’ etc.,” -- so we
were told.

First, the Hotel developer
seemingly disappeared, - and
there was no certainty that
they were still going to build
the hotel. At the same time,
other projects around town
progressed as planned - with
the pandemic in full swing.
Now, the hotel developer is
back, but needs to borrow
$1.9 million for an off-site
parking garage for its guests.

In the meantime, the
housing developer changed
the essential nature of the
housing. Slated to be moder-
ate-income workforce hous-
ing, it became low, very low,
and extremely low/homeless
income housing. The size of
the units was also changed
and although they knew
that for months (before the
Measure P vote), the City
Council was surprised when
the size of the buildings in-
creased. And did you know
that our community charac-
ter is “Santa Barbara” style?
If you aren’t familiar with it,
just look in communities all
over the state that are build-
ing the same cookie-cutter
style. , Dublin is a nearby
example. Is there really a
plan or vision?

The downtown project
feels ad hoc. The Hotel is
left over from the Lennar
Development in 2016; the
Apartment Complex takes

up half of the space on the
west side; the Stockmen
were given control over a
section, and somehow things
are being named “Veteran’s
(fill in park, street, etc).”
When people ask a question
about the project, they are
assured by supporters that
whatever it is they are won-
dering about — we residents
voted for it. The truth is that
we have voted on one thing —
the hotel contract — but now
it’s changing too.

Prioritize Shelter
Jeff Kaskey, Livermore

I understand that a local
person, whose only shelter
was his car, recently had that
car impounded by Livermore
Police, leaving him without
shelter and with a large bill
to reclaim the car.

I understand also that at
the very least, he was driving
without a license, so there is
no question that LPD had ev-
ery right to do what they did.

Police stops, and police
actions are discretionary.
When making a contact,
and when deciding whether
to ticket, or impound, or is-
sue a fix-it, or refer for other
services, the officer acts on
a combination of his/her
judgment and management
directives, which includes
directives from council.

If the police acted on ev-
ery violation they saw, they
would never do anything
else. Our officers consider
many instances of speed-
ing, rolling stops, and other
known unsafe maneuvers
to be below the threshold
of action, and indeed that is
responsible policing.

I suggest that council
make it clear to our officers
that shelter shall be given a
very high priority when con-
sidering the possible actions.
Now more than ever we are
in a crisis of availability
for even the most marginal
shelter. The public safety
impacts of adding someone
to the ranks of the homeless,
and adding a large debt bur-
den on them, are significant,
as is the outsized impact on
an individual with limited
resources.

Policing is never a one-
size-fits all exercise, and I
am confident that given a
clear statement of Council
priorities, our police can
keep as many people as pos-
sible sheltered. This is not
open-season on unlicensed
driving, any more than the
scores of rolling stops at
Livermore stop signs has
turned us into a lawless
demolition derby. Council
has an opportunity to tip the
scales in favor of shelter to
optimize our public safety
and quality of life.

Are You Nuts?
Glenn Stewart, Livermore

Objectives of the Revital-
ization Strategy in the 2004
Downtown Specific Plan
were to “provide a cohe-
sive, comprehensive strategy
that addressed each of the
Downtown's roles as City
Center - as Livermore's most
unique shopping district, as
its civic meeting place, and
as a neighborhood hub for
the residential enclaves that
surround it.

“ ... bring the distinctive
visual character of Liver-
more, by drawing from the
best of what is already there:
Downtown’s historic fabric,
its yellow-bricked buildings
and ornate detailing, and
some of the surrounding
wine country.

“ ... reflect the unique
qualities of the Livermore
community: its social his-
tory, its architectural heri-
tage, its agricultural past,
the scientific and artistic
influences of today, and the
individuality of the popula-
tions who call it home.”

Once strategies are de-
veloped, a downtown master
plan follows with goals and
implementation strategies.
Master plans are typically
a collaboration with outside
consultants and a lead urban
development organization.
Where’s the plan?

It’s my opinion, that the
previous mayor and city
council members and to-
day’s city council have zero
experience to act on the DSP
revitalization strategy, when
they decided in 2013 to de-

velop 8.2 dirt acres without
a master development plan,
without residents’ input, and
without retaining an urban
consultant with vision.

The $500K 2017 work-
shops — waste of taxpayer
money — only happened
because of the public outcry
to building 260 high-rise
Lennar condos adjacent to
Blacksmith Square. Can you
imagine what that corner
would be like, if the condos
were built?

Then a deal was cut with
Eden Housing without en-
gaging residents, without
urban development consul-
tation, and what a mess we
have today.

I predict an east side hotel
without underground park-
ing will have a huge impact
on traffic congestion in the
future. Want to know what
Livermore will look like by
2045?

City council is consid-
ering a loan of $1.9M of
taxpayer’s money for Presi-
dio — hotel developer — to
buy the old Livermore Pool
building site and build a flat
parking lot for hotel valet
parking in an area zoned for
residential. That’s crazy.

City council is contem-
plating spending $34M on a
500-car L St garage, when a
625-car robotic garage can
be built for $20M... use
125 extra spaces for hotel
parking.

They have zero consider-
ation as to the impact on fu-
ture parking, traffic conges-
tion, community character. ..
no future vision here.

Do you know that listen-
ing builds trust...reduces
misunderstandings... elimi-
nates conflict...improves
business relationships...
improves leadership.

Quid Pro Quo
Terry Miller, Livermore
What is the quid quo pro
in politics? "Nobody does
something for nothing."”
There is always the deal
involved. What is the deal?
Here's the $1.9 million and
then down the line it will

(See MAILBOX, page 7)

Congratulations
Dublin and

Pleasanton!

Together with the cities of Albany and
Hayward, you're making the transition to
100% renewable solar and wind energy
in January 2022

READ ABOUT THE TRANSITION AT EBCE.ORG/DUBLIN
AND AT EBCE.ORG/PLEASANTON
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Caffeine for a Cause Campaign
Extended Through Jan. 17

Visit Tri-Valley's chal-
lenge to Tri-Valley residents
and visitors to take part in
the “Caffeine for a Cause”
campaign has been extend-
ed through Jan. 17.

By visiting any partici-
pating locations along the
Tri-Valley Caffeine Trail —
including coffee shops, tea
houses, and bubble tea cafes
— patrons will help raise
funds for local nonprofit
Culinary Angels, which
provides healthy meals
to people going through
serious illnesses. For each
person who completes the
“Caffeine for a Cause” chal-
lenge, Visit Tri-Valley will
donate $20 to Culinary
Angels.

Participants will earn a
limited-edition mug along
the way. To participate,
individuals must visit the
Tri-Valley Caffeine trail
and submit photos online
via social media by using
the hashtag #CaffeineForA-
Cause and tag @ VisitTri-
Valley. Those choosing
not to post on social media
can submit images directly
to the Visit Tri-Valley web-
site at visittrivalley.com to
receive their Caffeine Trail
mug. Additionally, submit-
ting images via social media
automatically enters users
into a weekly drawing for a
$10 gift card to any partici-
pating Tri-Valley Caffeine

Trail location.

“Visit Tri-Valley is
wholly invested in our in-
credible Tri-Valley com-
munity," said Robin Fahr,
Visit Tri-Valley vice presi-
dent of marketing. “By
contributing to individuals
in health-crises with whole-
some and organic meals, we
can support those facing
health challenges with the
gift of strength.”

Culinary Angels is a
100% volunteer and dona-
tion-based nonprofit that
provides healthy meals to
those affected by a health
crisis, namely those bat-
tling cancer, and to date has
served over 6,500 meals to
those in need in the Tri-
Valley area. Founded in
2016 by Lisa McNaney,
Culinary Angels delivers
these meals free of charge
to not only recipients, but
also to their caregivers,
serving to promote health
and wellness in a person’s
time of need.

“We are proud to be a
part of this event and feel
so fortunate to have such
amazing support from ev-
eryone on the Tri-Valley
Caffeine Trail,” said Lisa
McNaney, Culinary Angels
executive director.

For a full list of partici-
pating locations, visit www.
visittrivalley.com/caffeine-
for-a-cause.

MANAGER

(Continued from first page)

ond extension last summer
to apply for development.

The firm operates several
jets, including three Boeing
737s, that it plans to fly to
Livermore for maintenance.
According to Livermore
Airport FAQs, however,
“KaiserAir will use the
Livermore airport for main-
tenance and reconfiguration
purposes of their aircraft
only” and will not introduce
traditional airline passenger
service.

KaiserAir has until July
to file the formal application

NEW LIVERMORE LOCATION
Text/Call 925-328-0255 for APPT

A place where beauty and healthy skin meet.

for the project.

In the tower, after about
two months on the job,
Griffiths was quick to com-
pliment the professionalism
of the tower staff.

“We don't peddle money
products; we peddle safety,”
Griffith said. “And they
do a very good job of that
here. The controllers here
are extremely experienced.
This is a very good group
of controllers. I'd like (it)
to be known that the local
flying public is in very good
hands.”

MAILBOX

(Continued from page 6)

be forgiven; here's the $1.9
million no interest; or here's
the $1.9 million low interest;
or maybe some promise that
is entirely different.

What is Presidio's part
of the deal behind closed
doors? Is it of equal value?
But the deal is not always of
equal value.

I don't have trust in the
City Council. What you
have done to our downtown
or better yet haven't done for
our downtown is a tragedy.

The hole you are digging
for us is getting deeper, and
| fear the unknown conse-
quences. The known con-
sequences are frightening
enough.

Quid pro quo:

What is our benefit from
handing $2 million to a
builder for a valet parking for
a hotel that is problematic?

A Satisfactory Life
Owen Brovont, Livermore

One important element of
a satisfactory life is the qual-
ity of one’s environment, and
several critical elements of
quality are consistency and
stability. It is obvious that
unwanted changes in one’s
environment can be quite
unsettling and if the sense of
this unwanted change is dis-
turbing enough and reaches
a sufficiently disagreeable
level, one is motivated to
alter or halt those changes
in one way or another. A
typical approach is to con-
tact those implementing the
change and asking them to
desist or alter the situation to
amore acceptable approach.

The Eden project in
Livermore is a relevant
example of this situation.
Despite many individual
requests by long-term resi-
dents not to build multi-story
structures in the middle of
town that are overlarge and
inconsistent with the char-
acter of Livermore, whose
history is agriculture, viticul-
ture, and cattle, and for over
60 years, has also hosted
several national laboratories
immediately adjacent to the
town’s eastern boundary;
and despite enormous vo-
cal opposition, the arrogant

“powers that be” have dam-
aged and continue to threaten
the character of Livermore
by insisting on the con-
struction of huge concrete
monstrosities, such as the
Legacy project — an enor-
mous abomination violating
every historic small-town
characteristic Livermore
residents want protected and
enhanced.

Livermore residents have
repeatedly and passionately
declared for a lovely green
city park in the center of
town instead of building
another four-story concrete
monstrosity for which those
same “powers that be” have
contracted and which is
completely inconsistent with
the character of the town and
in direct opposition to the
many requests of its citizens.
There are other locations
in Livermore more suited
to construction of a mixed
residential building of that
size or with a larger number
of rental units. Our City
Council has refused to hon-
estly and thoroughly discuss
these possible alternatives.
The obvious solution is to
turn the recalcitrant, unre-
sponsive mayor and council
members out at the next

opportunity and elect a new
council that will be more
respectful and responsive
to the citizens who have
elected them. Our recent
regional, state, and national
mode of political operation
clearly has departed from the

accommodate? Better yet, a
robotic parking garage could
accommodate the extra ve-
hicles less expensively and
with a lower profile than a
conventional garage. Come
on, Livermore council, start
thinking more creatively.

concept that the government
serves the people, not that
the citizens are subjects of
government diktats! Con-
tinually living under the
proverbial thumb of political
edicts and arbitrary decisions
is inconsistent with being a
free people, the unique ideal
upon which this nation was

ARROYO
CELLARS
Tasting Room Open:

Saturday: 12 - 5pm,
Sunday: 12 - 5pm,

founded. or by appointment
Can We Think More 2270 Research Drive,
Creatively? Livermore

(925) 292-9157

Johnna Thompson, Livermore

It seems to me nonsen-
sical to be wringing our
hands over the lack of
transit-centered affordable
housing while at the same
time permitting a surface
parking lot to be built on a

Reed
Plumbing

housing-zoned parcel mere compa ny

blocks from a transit hub, .

just to accommodate hotel Livermore, CA

valet parking, yet this is what

Livermore is doing. Why not (925) 371-5671

expand the as-yet-unbuilt ; -

parking garages for the 100 davidreed@dareedplumbing.com
LIC #601931

cars the parking lot would

JEES

Locally owned by Livermore resident,
happily servicing the Tri-Valley since 1982

WE SELL AND INSTALL
FIREPLACE INSERTS* AND FIREPLACES.

SAVE UP TO 400.00 ON SELECT UNITS.

TIRED OF
BURN DAYS?
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ma ournGre

en’

21

*Gas, Wood and Pellet

FIREPLACES 23585 CONNECTICUT ST # 15, HAYWARD

510.471.5601 www.jerrysfireplaces.com

CAL]FORNIA DERMATOLOGY CARE

Advanced Care with a Personal Touch

Call to learn

about Sebacia,
FDA approved
laser treatment
for nodulocystic
acne instead of

Accutane.

We are dedicated to Medical, Cosmetic and Surgical Dermatology.

A place for medical skin consultation, aesthetic rejuvenation and face

& body contouring. Visit us online for an extensive list of procedures,
treatments, product lines, lasers and therapies offered.

www.DrWilliamTing.com Schedule your consultation appointment today!

. = Dr. William Ting, MD
$¢  Board Certified Dermatologist and Mohs Micrographic Surgeon

48 Fenton Street Livermore, CA 94550 2262 Camino Ramon San Ramon, CA 94583
Text/Phone: 925-328-0255
Fax: 925-328-0257

Email: staff@CalDermCare.com | www.DrWilliamTing.com

Text/Phone: 925-328-0255
Fax: 925-328-0257

By

Medical & Surgical Dermatology
For Healthy Skin

Offering treatments for:
Acne, Eczema, and Rashes
Cysts and Lipoma
Hair and Nail Disorder
Keloid and Scar Revisions
Moles
Physician-Strength Skin Care Products
Precancerous Lesions
Psoriasis and Vitiligo
Skin Cancer
Underarm Sweating
Warts, Molluscum

Cosmetic Dermatology
For Beautiful Skin

Offering treatments for:

Body Sculpting

Eyebag Reduction

Face, Neck, Body Tightening, Lifting,
and Rejuvenation

Frown Lines and Jawline/Jow!|
Reduction

Hair Removal

Pigmentation and Melasma

Rosacea, Facial Redness, Veins, and
Post-injection Bruising

Sun Damage and Scars

Tattoo, Moles, Birthmarks, and Scars

Thinning Hair and/or Balding

Technology & Procedures Offered

Agnes RF Microneedling

Cellfina

Cool Mini for neck

Coolsculpting’

Cryoshape

Diolite 532 laser

EMSculpt NEW!

EMSella NEW!

Enlighten Pico Genesis Laser

Excel V Laser

Excimer Laser

Fractional CO2 Laser

GenesisPlus Laser

Infini Microneedling RF

Kybella

Liposonix’

Microneedling

MiraDry

Mohs Micrographic Surgery

NBUVB Phototherapy

PicoSure Laser

PRP for Hair Loss and Rejuvenation

Sebacia

Spectra Laser

Superficial Radiotherapy

Thermage FLX™ and CPT

Ultherapy™

Vaginal Rejuvenation

Vaser Shape

Vbeam Prima and Perfecta Laser NEW!

VLase for Feminine Rejuvenation
*Welcoming new Medicare patients
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Dublin Unified School
District (DUSD) welcomed
students back on Jan. 10.
Spokesperson Chip Dehnert
said they are also implement-
ing updated protocols.

“We are adopting new
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) rec-
ommendations, approved
by the California Depart-
ment of Public Health that
will, in some cases, allow
students and staff to return to
school sites sooner than they
were able to do in the past,”
Dehnert said. “The Dublin
Unified School District re-
ceived 13,000 COVID-19
antigen rapid tests from
the California Department
of Public Health via the
Alameda County Office of
Education. Those tests were
distributed on Jan. 6.”

Dehnert said DUSD be-
lieves testing is a critical part
of the COVID-19 mitigation
strategy. The district offers
testing to students, staff and
family members in the same

household each week at
school sites and the district
office. Home tests were also
distributed to students prior
to the end of break, allowing
them to test before returning
to campus.

“The district encourages
its students and staff to test
in advance of returning to
school,” Dehnert contin-
ued. “While testing is not a
requirement, we hope that
everyone will take advantage
of these services to mitigate
the risk of spreading COVID
in our community and at our
schools.”

The situation in the Pleas-
anton Unified School District
(PUSD) mirrors that of its
neighbors, though spokes-
person Patrick Gannon said
masking policies have been
updated to discourage the
use of cloth masks.

“Cloth masks are not as
effective against the Omi-
cron strain, so we aren’t
saying no cloth masks, but
we are encouraging families

to use N95 masks,” he said.
“The most common issues
with cloth masks is that
when you breathe, air can
still exit out of the top and
sides of the masks, because
the cloth masks aren’t fitted
around your entire face. And
we have communicated with
families that gators, which
are the turtleneck socks you
pull over your face, are not
allowed, nor are the valved
masks.”

PUSD opened its testing
facilities to staff and students
on Jan. 3 and distributed at-
home tests on Jan. 6 and 9.

As the three districts
move forward in January,
they continue to implement
policies that have kept CO-
VID-19 transmissions in
schools low. L\VVJUSD Depu-
ty Superintendent Chris Van
Schaack said school officials
are aware of the disruption
and challenges created by
distance learning and will
exhaust every possible re-
source to keep students in

Ahead of students' return to school from winter break, the Dublin Unified School District

held COVID-19 testing at the district office, Jan. 7. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

school full time.

“Health officials have
indicated that they believe
the current surge to be short-
term, and that the decline
in cases will likely be as
rapid as the increase,” said
Van Schaack. “Additionally,

we are not seeing signifi-
cant spread in our schools.
Our contact tracing still
indicates that the vast ma-
jority of student and staff
COVID cases are from out-
side our school sites. This
tells us that our internal

protocols are working well.
With increased diligence in
masking, distancing, and
symptom awareness, we are
confident we will meet this
challenge without having to
resort to dramatic measures,
such as school closures.”

MAPS

(Continued from first page)

at-large voting after Malibu
attorney Kevin Shenkman
threatened to sue the city.
Shenkman alleged in a
letter that the at-large elec-
toral system violated the
California Voting Rights
Act. Shenkman, who has
threatened to sue numerous
cities throughout Califor-
nia, contends the state’s
\Voting Rights Act requires
cities to switch to district
elections when there are un-
derrepresented minorities.

He is engaged in a
lengthy court confronta-
tion with the City of Santa
Monica, which chose to
fight the change. Pleas-
anton’s attorneys told the
council that Santa Monica
has spent more than $22
million so far in the battle.

Instead of spending that
money and likely losing,
Pleasanton’s leadership and
attorneys said they chose
to transition to the new
system, even though they

would have liked to fight.

“l didn’t like this when
we had to vote for this in
September,” Councilmem-
ber Kathy Narum said.
“l haven’t seen anything
or learned anything that
makes me like it any better
than | did then. | just feel
like we were kind of being
stuck by an attorney to get
this done. | feel it’s kind of
unfortunate.”

To get the process roll-
ing, demographer Michael
Wagaman of Wagaman
Strategies, provided the
council with an overview
of the process, which will
include another public hear-
ing on Jan. 18. In the mean-
time, the council wants
residents to submit recom-
mendations and suggested
district maps on the city’s
website. Wagaman’s firm
will use the information,
as well as voiced comments
during that meeting, to cre-
ate proposed maps that will

be discussed and updated
during meetings on Feb. 3
and Feb. 24.

Wagaman said the coun-
cil must follow federal and
state guidelines in drawing
the boundaries. Beyond
creating four districts with
similar-sized populations of
about 20,000, the districts
must be contiguous, use
main streets and identifiable
locations for understand-
able boundaries, consider
races within the population,
and identify ‘communities
of interest,” which are areas
that will be determined to
have similar social and eco-
nomic interests including
language, shopping centers,
housing and schools.

Each of the five council
members said they pre-
ferred representing all resi-
dents, not just those in one
area. Councilmembers must
live in the district he or
she represents, so the pos-
sibility exists that when the

new lines are drawn, some
current members could find
themselves squaring off for
the same seat.

Councilmember Jack
Balch said he had heard
from residents who are not
pleased with the change. He
called it ‘a great honor’ to
be elected by residents from
throughout the city, but said
he understood why some
voters prefer voting for an
individual representative
who lives in their com-
munity.

Councilmembers voiced
concern that future mem-
bers might put their dis-
trict’s concerns over what’s
good for the whole city. But
that has been Shenkman’s
point in the decade since
he has been trying to alter
voting in the state.

Mayor Karla Brown,
who will avoid district
elections if she runs for
reelection in 2024, called
it frustrating for an elected

official to run with a focus
only on one district where
they obtain votes. She said
she expects candidates will
continue to campaign all
over the city because “you
don’t represent one quarter
of Pleasanton.”

“We all represent the en-
tire city,” Brown said. “We
all need to be experts in the
entire city ... So. it is chal-
lenging, but we are back to
the wall (and) don’t have a
lot of choices ... We’re not
going to be frivolous with
taxpayer dollars in a very
unlikely litigation.”

Balch said councilmem-
bers should still treat the
city as one.

“l challenge our future
elected district representa-
tives to think of the city’s
heart as a whole,” Balch
said.

For more on redistricting
and to take part, visit bit.
ly/3zsd47M.

In other action, the city

council altered part of its
parklet plan to replace
makeshift outdoor eating
areas created on downtown
sidewalks and parking ar-
eas during the COVID-19
pandemic. Approved in
December, the plan will
continue to allow pre-ap-
proved new parklets to go
up March 1. A city designed
kit will become available
for April 1.

Although Testa ex-
pressed concern that restau-
rants were required to re-
move the so-called pop-ups
by Jan. 7, just as COVID-19
began another surge, her
fellow colleagues agreed
that the city needed to clean
the streets and that more
aesthetic parklets should be
constructed.

In the latest vote, the
council agreed to make out-
door eating — available in
areas formerly set for street
parking — 8-feet-wide, not
7.5 as in their previous vote.

SHERIFF

(Continued from first page)

decree recently agreed to
in court. Consent decrees
are settlements that resolve
disputes between two parties
without an admission of guilt
or liability.

“l am driven to become
the next Sheriff of Alameda
County, because I'd like to
bring back balanced lead-
ership and trust into that
department,” Walker said.
“We cannot solve problems
if the community does not
trust us; if they think that we
are not doing our job ...The
other reason why | (entered
the race) is because | would
like to take care of some of
the problems that exist in
Santa Rita Jail. Every time
I walk the streets here in
Alameda County, that is the
first thing that people want to
know about — ‘how are you
going to change things?” —
because they just can’t stand
it any longer.”

Sanchez, a Livermore
resident and highest rank-
ing Latina in the Sheriff’s
Office, was placed in charge
of the Santa Rita Jail in April
2020, following years of the
facility ranking near the top
in deaths across the country.
Getting that promotion, she
said, proved to be the most
challenging of her career,
coming as the COVID-19
pandemic began.

Sanchez called that a

ZONE 7

“blessing in disguise,” be-
cause she developed re-
lationships with medical
providers and behavioral
and public health officials to
create protocols to prevent
the virus from sweeping
through the inmate popula-
tion. Those relationships,
she said, would continue if
she becomes sheriff after
running the facility with a
$270 million budget and 600
employees.

“l know that Santa Rita
has had a lot of issues in
recent years, and I'm com-
mitted to reshaping how
we provide services in our
facility,” Sanchez said. “If
you are looking for someone
who has the passion and the
drive to reform this agency,
that person is me.”

Sanchez was not asked
what specific policies she
instituted in the jail to pre-
vent deaths and coronavirus
spread, but touted her expe-
rience running the facility
as experience for becoming
sheriff.

In running the jail as the
pandemic escalated, San-
chez said she invited input
from advocates for inmates
and made sure every pris-
oner had a mask, sanitation
wipes and cleaning supplies.
Inmates, she reported, are
placed in 14-day quarantine
when they enter the jail, are

tested within 48 hours and
tested again on their 10th
day in custody. Vaccines are
offered immediately.

Sanchez said she recently
required staff to wear N95
and surgical masks through-
out the facility to combat the
Omicron variant.

“There’s no longer al-
lowed a cloth mask, so I
will continue to ask our law
enforcement agencies to
avoid bringing in arrestees
and to cite them in the field,”
she said.

Ahern said that since
2019, he instituted changes
to decrease the number of
hours inmates are kept iso-
lated in cells and to institute
drug treatment and mental
health programs for those
behind bars.

“We've made great strides
in reducing the number of
deaths,” Ahern said. “A lot
of those deaths are due to
overdoses. So we brought
in canines to help us with
narcotics detection, (and we
were) one of the first agen-
cies in the state of California
to bring Narcan into a jail
setting where our deputies
can apply that quickly to
save lives.”

Walker countered that
2021 was the first year that
Ahern cooperated with jus-
tice officials to try to lower
suicide rates.

“Why did it take so
long?” Walker asked. “Why
did it take so many people
dying? So many families are
suffering because they didn't
find out what really hap-
pened to their loved one?”

On issues, the sheriff
and candidates agreed that
mentally ill people should
be steered from jail to treat-
ment programs, vowed to
remove so-called “Ghost
guns” from the street, and
said racism has no place in
law enforcement.

On transparency, Ahern
noted, “We work really hard
to make sure the public
understands what we are do-
ing.” He said strategic plans
are available for the public
to read, public records can
be requested, and the depart-
ment’s policies are posted on
its web site.

“We believe in transpar-
ency,” Ahern said. “We meet
with the various groups in
our community. I've an-
swered questions to the
religious community, to
the faith-based community,
to the immigration com-
munity, to the ACLU, to
the NAACP. We meet with
those groups on a regular
basis and provide informa-
tion to each and every one
of the questions that they
present to us.”

Walker and Sanchez,

however, said that wasn’t
good enough. Walker said
families of people who died
while in custody were not
getting information or as-
sistance from the sheriff.

“If you can talk to the
faith-based community, the
ACLU, the NAACP, if you
can talk to all of those mem-
bers of the community who
are not related to people who
have died while in the Santa
Rita jail, then why can't you
talk to the family mem-
bers?” Walker said. “Isn’t
that part of transparency, and
it is important to us as law
enforcement professionals.
Why hasn't that happened?”

Sanchez agreed, saying,
“We need to do better with
how we provide information
to the public,” as well as
provide services for family
members of those who died
in jail.

“They have lost a loved
one, and I think we lose sight
of'that,” Sanchez said. “That
needs to be improved upon
because we have human be-
ings that we are caring for
and we need to treat their
family with respect.”

Sanchez added that there
should be more transparency
in the sheriff's budget and
how money is spent.

Asked about a coming
civilian oversight commit-
tee to watch over the Sher-

iff’s Office, Ahern said he
welcomed any review to
improve the agency. San-
chez and Walker each said
they also invited commu-
nity oversight and wanted
to work with the public to
make changes.

Walker, saying some-
times it helps to have people
come in and suggest im-
provements to outdated poli-
cies, said there is a “a public
perception that the Alameda
County Sheriff's Department
is corrupt.”

“Sometimes it may, for
that person or that family,
ring true for them because of
the way they were treated,”
Walker said. “If we don't
develop our partnership with
people in the community so
they can understand through
education what we do and
why we do it, we’re not
being as successful as we
can be.”

Ahern interrupted briefly
to say he took exception to
the comment, but the mod-
erator didn’t give him an
opportunity to fully respond.

About 280 people
watched the forum live. To
view the video, visit https://
fb.watch/asO7nc20KF. Vot-
ers go to the polls in June.
Unless one wins more than
50%, the top two finishers
will battle on the November
ballot.

(Continued from first page)

I have to point out that
doesn’t mean that we are
bulletproof. We are very
vigilant about emerging
threats from different sourc-
es. Sustainably managing
the basin doesn’t mean that
we can put it on autopilot.
We still have to be vigilant
to manage the water quality,
to manage the basin to be
what it is today.”
Groundwater provides
up to 40% of the state’s
water supply in wet years.
In dry years, it increases
to 60% of the total water
supply. According to the
DWR, approximately 33
million residents rely on
groundwater for at least a

portion of their drinking
water supply, and nearly six
million people completely
depend on groundwater for
the entirety of their drinking
water supply.

Zone 7 operates as a wa-
ter wholesaler. It provides
water for approximately
250,000 Tri-Valley resi-
dents through its sale to four
agencies: the City of Liver-
more, the City of Pleas-
anton, California Water
Service and the Dublin-San
Ramon Services District.

The majority of Zone
7’s water comes from the
State Water Project (SWP).
However, last month, DWR
announced that due to an

expected continuation of
drought conditions into
2022, SWP contractors like
Zone 7 will only receive
enough water to meet basic
health and safety needs in
the upcoming months. It’s
still too early to tell if the
precipitation experienced in
December will be sufficient
to allow a greater water allo-
cation from DWR. Drought
conditions like those the
state is currently experienc-
ing draw the importance of
groundwater management
into sharp relief.

Through SGMA, each
groundwater basin was as-
signed a high-, medium-,
low- or very low-priority

rating, and that priority set
the schedule for the deliv-
ery of management plans,
also known as groundwater
sustainability plans (GSP).
“They’re ranked based
upon how important ground-
water is to those areas,”
Gosselin said. “Groundwa-
ter is very important to Zone
7 and other medium- and
high-priority basins.”
GSPs for the most seri-
ously overdrafted basins
had to be provided to DWR
by Jan. 31, 2020. GSPs for
the remaining high- and
medium-priority basins are
due by Jan. 31, 2022.
DWR has two years to
review the GSPs and iden-

tify any deficiencies, though
each agency is expected to
begin executing its plan
as soon as it is submitted
to DWR. Annual updates
regarding progress against
the plan are also required,
and plan updates are due
every five years.

Last November, DWR
released comments on GSPs
that were submitted in Janu-
ary 2020 for the manage-
ment of some severely over-
drafted basins. While sev-
eral were approved, DWR
was critical of four plans
for Central Valley basins. In
a press release issued at the
time, DWR said that “their
plans lack specific details

and will need to address de-
ficiencies to be approved.”

Minn said that Zone 7
took the opportunity to re-
view its own work in light
of DWR’s comments.

“We were able to learn
from those reviews and
make sure that our plan is
as good as it can get,” he
said. “They are signaling
that they are taking their
job very seriously, and they
are reviewing plans very
critically.”

For more information
on SGMA, visit Zone 7
at https://bit.ly/Zone7_
SGMA, or the Department
of Water Resources at
https://bit.ly/DWR_SGMA.
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Joan Marie Kavanagh
Zehnder of Boise, Idaho, for-
merly of Pleasanton.

On Aug. 20, 2021, we lost
an amazing wife, mother,
grandmother, great-grand-
mother, sister, and friend.

Joan (Joanie to all of us)
passed away in Boise after a
long period of ongoing health
problems. She had health is-
sues since she was very young
and never complained.

She was born in Oakland,
California, on July 27, 1936, to
Lauretta and Jack Kavanagh,
Sr. She was the eldest of three
children, followed by Jack Jr.,
and Jim. She was an outstand-
ing lady whose first priority
was her family and friends and
doing the best job she could in
those endeavors.

Joan attended Sacred Heart
in Oakland, and All Saints in
Hayward, and she graduated
from San Lorenzo High in San
Lorenzo. She graduated from
UC Berkeley with a BA in
Japanese History and attended
Seattle University to get her
teaching license. She met her
future husband, John while
in Seattle, where they settled.

When her parents decided
to step away from the family
business, Kavanagh Liquors,
she was offered the opportu-
nity for her and her husband
to join brothers Jack Jr. and
Jim in continuing the family
business. She and her husband
moved to California, where
they raised six children.

After her children were
raised, she became a more in-
volved and important member
of the success of Kavanagh
Liquors and its expansion.

Joan became very involved
in the Pleasanton community.

July 27, 1936 — Aug. 20, 2021

She was president of the Pleas-
anton Chamber of Commerce
in the late 1990s, active in
Pleasanton’s Blairgowrie Sis-
ter City Committee, Rotary
member for many years and
served as president in the
1990s. She served for several
years on the Social Justice
Committee at St. Augustine’s
Catholic Church, which dis-
bursed funds to worthy chari-
ties and special projects both
nationally and internationally.
Joan was a very strong
proponent of education and its
importance to her children’s
upbringing. She was active
in American Association of
University Women (AAUW),
where she served as branch
president of the Tri-Valley
branch. She went on to serve
on the state and national level.
She was the local Arrange-
ments Chair for the conference
of IFUW (International Fed-
eration of University Women)
held at Stanford University.
While with AAUW, Joan
was instrumental in setting up
Tech Trek, a program encour-
aging middle-school girls to
pursue their interests in the sci-
ences. She also was involved
in Open Heart Kitchen. Joan
was an avid reader and be-
longed to several book clubs

Joan Marie Kavanagh Zehnder

throughout the years. She
always had a book recommen-
dation on the tip of her tongue
and loved discussing them.

Upon her and her hus-
band’s retirement, they moved
to Lincoln, California, for a
while. Their son Joe convinced
them to move to Boise to be
closer to many of her family
who had settled there.

Joan loved to travel and
cruised most of the world.
She enjoyed the live theater
and visiting museums wher-
ever and whenever she could.
She was a devoted friend and
annually gathered with her
bridesmaids. She also trav-
elled annually with a group
of special local friends: Betty,
Ginny, Joan L., and Patty.

Joanie was a sweet, fun
loving, amazing woman who
always was interested in
what you were doing, asking
thoughtful questions and lis-
tening with genuine interest
to what you had to say. For
those who had the pleasure of
spending time with Joan, they
always received a warm smile
and a feeling of caring. She
will be greatly missed.

Preceding her in death
were her daughters Joanne
Flores and Debra Parker; son-
in-law, Steve Parker; mother,
Lauretta Castellotti; and father,
Jack Kavanagh Sr. Surviving
her are husband John; broth-
ers, Jack (Julie) and Jim (Bar-
bara); children, John Jr. (Sam),
Julie Hill (Bill), Joe (Judy),
and Jaime (Ellie); son-in-law,
Julio Flores; 13 grandchildren
and two great children; and
many nieces and nephews. A
memorial service will be held
later this year.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

nieces and nephews.

he loved dearly.

Rodney Allen Mort, Sr.
March 6, 1952 — Jan. 2, 2022

Rodney Allen Mort Sr. passed away on Jan. 2, 2022, at his
home in Tracy from cancer.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Glenn and Patty
Mort. He is survived by his wife of 46 years, Terri Mort; his
three sons, Rodney Mort Jr. (Tahnru), Ryan Mort (Chantell)
and Robby Mort (Katie); his sisters Glenna Herrera (Richard)
and Renee Howerton (Larry); seven grandchildren (Emilee,
Cody, Julea, Kaelyn, Ryder, Carlyn and Jeffrey;) and seven

Rod was born in Hettinger, North Dakota and his family
moved to Livermore in 1954. He graduated from Granada
High School in 1970, going on to Chabot College, Delta Col-
lege and Chico State University. His final years were spent
living at the San Joaquin River Club in Tracy, a place which

Rod followed in his father’s footsteps becoming a meat cutter for 30 years and part owner
at the Tracy Quick Freeze Meat Market. He was a family man and always the life of the party,
bringing laughter to all. He knew no strangers, just friends he hadn’t met yet. Rod was known
for his sense of humor and tender heart. His hobbies included fishing, playing blues music
on his harmonica, barbecuing, basketball, gardening, astronomy, creating and painting. He
had a huge heart with a small streak of orneriness.

Join us to “Celebrate a Legend” at the San Joaquin River Club Clubhouse, 30000 Kasson
Rd., Tracy, California, on Saturday, Jan. 22, 2022, at 11 a.m. Tribute will follow at noon with
food and celebration from 2 to 4 p.m.

Guests are encouraged to wear blue, Rod’s favorite color. In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider a donation to the Stanford Medicine Cancer Discovery Fund (https://give.stanford.edu)

In loving memory of our
father and mother, Gordon and
Audrey Aune.

Audrey and Gordon were
both born in Portland, Oregon.
They both attended college in
Oregon, where they met.

Gordon Aune was born on
Dec. 24, 1933, and passed on
Nov. 2,2021. He preceded his
wife of 67 years. Audrey Aune
was born on July 4, 1932, and
passed Jan. 4, 2022.

They started their adven-
ture with Gordon in the Air
Force. Their time in the Air
Force took them to Arizona,
Texas, Florida and Alaska.
During one of Gordon’s
flights, he got lost in Russian
airspace, but luckily, made
it back to Alaska with barely
enough fuel. In the meantime,
Audrey worked as a school
teacher. They then settled back
in Oregon. They were then

Audrey Aune
July 4, 1932 — Jan. 4 2022

blessed with the opportunity to
adopt twin daughters, Jeanne
and Joanne. Three years later,
Audrey gave birth to a son,
Mark. Gordon’s job took them
to Tustin, California, where
they stayed for four years.
Gordon’s job then took
them to Pleasanton, where
they lived out the remain-
der of their life, in the same

home for 50 years. They are
survived by their three chil-
dren; a daughter-in-law; seven
grandchildren and eight great
grandchildren; Audrey’s sister,
Gene; and five nieces and four
nephews, which also includes
their children and grandchil-
dren. They had a wonderful
life and many adventures and
travels.

Gordon was an amazing
woodworker and could build
anything. Audrey was well-
known in the community as a
teacher and school counselor
during her career for Foothill
High School District. Audrey
also volunteered at the dis-
covery shop for 26 years, and
where Gordon’s skills were
often used.

Audrey and Gordon Aune
were greatly loved and will be
sorely missed. May they restin
peace. We love you!

Geraldine Patricia Wright,
age 75, passed away on Jan.
3,2022, in her home in Liver-
more California. Geri was
born on March 17, 1946, in
Oakland California.

She was raised by her
parents John and Lillian She-
belut. She met the love of
her life while in high school,
James M. Wright Jr. They
married and moved to Liver-
more soon after they had
two children, a son James
M. Wright 111 and a daughter
Kristina K. Wright-Freelen.
Geri and Jim were married
for 50 years.

James proceeded her in
death eight years before.

Geri was an amazing mom,
grandmother and friend. She

Geraldine Patricia Wright
March 17, 1946 — Jan. 3, 2022

had a master's degree in teach-
ing which was one of her
biggest passions. Geri loved
to read, garden and cook for
her family, but her greatest
joy came from being with her
grandchildren.

Geri is survived by her

two children James and Kris-
tina, son-in -law George;
her grandchildren Rachel,
Keegan and Kyle; her brother
John Shebelut and sister-
in-law Lillian Shebelut; her
nieces Margaret and Nicole
as well as the Moufarrejs,
plus all the bonus children and
grandchildren.

Services were held at Cal-
laghan’s Chapel and Mortu-
ary on Sunday, Jan. 9, 2022,
and she was laid to her final
rest at Memorial Gardens on
Monday, Jan. 10, 2022.

Callaghan Mortuary is
honored to be serving the
Wright family. An online
guestbook is available for
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

California.

Phillip H. Butterfield
Feb. 1,1937 — Dec. 24, 2021

Phillip H. Butterfield was born in Manteca California,
the second of five children. He spent the first 35 years of his
life in Livermore and graduated from LHS in 1955, going
on to serve in the US Army. Phil and his wife of 62 years,
Joanne (Moomau) Butterfield, who also graduated from
LHS in 1959, moved to the Auburn area, where they began
a successful home building business.

Phil is survived by his wife, Joanne, his daughter, Pa-
mela (Jeff Hardesty) and his son, John. He left behind 12
grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. He was a charter
member of the Meadow Vista Area Lions Club, a charter
member of Foothill Christian Fellowship in Meadow Vista,
a charter member of Sierra Grace Fellowship in Auburn and
was currently a member of Centerpoint Church in Roseville,

A Celebration of Life is being planned for the spring at
the Meadow Vista Park in Meadow Vista.

Darin James Avedissian
28, loving son, brother and
father and resident of Liver-
more, California passed away
on Dec. 23, 2021.

Darin was born on July
1, 1993, to Darin S Avedis-
sian and Cari Holsworth in
Pleasanton, California. He
was their second child. Darin
moved to Modesto when he
was six years old and gradu-
ated from Beyer High School.
Darinworked in the construc-
tion Industry.

Darin enjoyed spending
time with his family and
friends. He loved his son with
all his heart. He had a passion
for working on cars, trucks

Darin James Avedissian
July 1, 1993 - Dec. 23, 2021

and motorcycles. He enjoyed
going camping at the lake
with his friends, going to the
beach and snowboarding. He
was caring, thoughtful and

always willing to help anyone
in need. Darin had a funny
sense of humor along with
his positive energy he would
always make you laugh. He
will be greatly missed and live
forever in our hearts.

He is survived by his fa-
ther Darin S. Avedissian,
mother Cari Holsworth, sister
Ashley Avedissian and his
son Darin Robert Avedissian;
stepmother Misty Williams,
stepfather Brad Holsworth
and his two children Matt
Holsworth and Nikki Lopez.

The service will be held
at Callaghan Mortuary on
February 12. at 11 a.m., 3833
East Ave., Livermore.

Robert Brendan Joseph Grubbs

Resident of San Francisco

Robert, age 52, died in
the early morning of Dec. 30,
after struggling for several
years with lung cancer and
bone cancer due to melanoma,
which had metastasized.

Bob is the second of six
sons, born in San Francisco to
Mary and David Grubbs. The
week of his first birthday, the
family moved to Pleasanton,
and immediately met and
made life-long friends.

Bob attended Alisal Ele-
mentary School, and Assump-
tion School in San Leandro,
where he was the school
editor of the monthly paper.
He is a graduate of Moreau
Catholic, class of '87. He was
active in student government,
school theater, and did his
utmost to make school fun,
tempered with honors classes.

During the summer, he
worked at the Alameda Coun-
ty Fair, was a YMCA camp
counselor, and assisted his
mother as a counselor with
her fifth-grade outdoor educa-
tion week. Bob had a raucous
sense of humor and a gener-
ous and perceptive heart. His
keen sense of observation
and judgment allowed him to
comment or text his brothers
with his joy or frustration,
particularly when it centered
around the San Francisco

Sept. 5,1969 — Dec. 30, 2021
Resident of San Francisco, CA

49ers.

Following college at
Loyola Marymount in Los
Angeles, he took a sabbatical
exploring various occupa-
tions: park ranger, cultivat-
ing garden nurseries, and
illustrating medical journals.
He settled on culinary school.
This led to a position at the
Wente Vineyards Restaurant
in Livermore. He relished his
years there, as did his younger
brothers.

Bob encouraged the own-
ers to establish an herb garden
which he did. He moved to
San Francisco, worked as a
chef in several noted restau-
rants, and was generous with
his talents, often volunteering
for charitable fund raisers.

He met Diana in San Fran-

cisco. He was a devoted father
to his son Noah, age 14.

The cancer curtailed his
health and stamina. Eventu-
ally, he resigned himself to
the cancer treatments and
return to what he loved most —
father-son activities, working
in the kitchen, and his family.

He is survived by his par-
ents, Mary and David Grubbs;
his ex-wife, Diana; his son,
Noabh; and his brothers, John,
Patrick (Andrea), Carl, Daniel
(Lisa), and Benjamin (Sok).
He was the favorite uncle of
Clarissa, Annabelle, John,
Grady, Joe, Jack, Andrew,
Ava, Nico, Abe, Fitz, Joshua,
Anneliese, and Delaney. He
will be missed by many aunts,
uncles, and cousins.

A memorial service will
be held on Saturday, Jan. 15,
2022, at 10 a.m. at St. Au-
gustine Church, 3999 Bernal
Ave., in Pleasanton. In lieu
of flowers, donations may
be made to U.C.S.F. Helen
Diller Family Comprehensive
Melanoma Program, 1825 4th
St. 3rd floor, San Francisco,
CA 94158. Attn: Dr. Tsai; or
the college fund for Noah c/o
John Grubbs, P.O. Box 5218,
Pleasanton, CA 94566, or
your favorite charity.

The Grubbs family thanks
all for your kindness and ex-
pressions of sympathy.

Jack Paul Pons passed
away at 6:27 a.m., on Jan. 4,
2022, at the age of 86 years
young.

He was born in Berkeley,
California, on Jan. 14, 1935.
He was an only child and
was raised in Pleasanton,
California, by his parents,
Jack and Madelyn Pons.

Jack graduated from
Amador High School in
Pleasanton. Thereafter, he
joined the Navy on Sept. 30,
1955, and served for four
years. It was there he met
a life-long friend, Joe La-
Corte, who then introduced
him to the absolute love of
his life, Maclyn Barranti.

They began exchanging
letters through the mail,
and on June 15, 1958, at St.
Christopher’s Church in San
Jose, California, Jack and
Maclyn were married. They
were blessed with three
children, Gregory Pons,
Leslie Spence and Christine
Spence; eight grandchildren,
Amber Spence, Karianne
Spence, Matthew Spen-
ce, Billy Spence, Michael
Spence, Andrea Jaeger, Nick
Pons, and Jack Spence; and
six great grandchildren.

Jack worked at Sandia
Corporation in Livermore
for 38 years, retiring in
1997. Jack also worked for
the City of Livermore for
a few years, as a crossing

Jack Paul Pons
Jan. 14,1935 - Jan. 4, 2022

guard for the Livermore
Unified School District, and
worked at Joan’s Pumpkin
Patch, which he really en-
joyed. He was a devoted
parishioner of Saint Michael
Catholic Church in Liver-
more and was a member of
The Knights of Columbus.
He was also a member of
the Garden Club in Pleas-
anton and belonged to the
Livermore Art Association.

Jack was an avid runner.
He ran two marathons and
well over 30 different races,
but his most favorite thing
to do, his passion, was most
certainly gardening and
baking. For this, he won his
share of first-place ribbons
for his famous chocolate
cream pies and prized ferns
at the Alameda County Fair
on multiple years.

Jack and Maclyn loved
traveling with good friends
and family. Their travels

included cruises to Europe,
Caribbean, Mexico, Alas-
ka, Canada and Hawaii. It
should also be noted that
he volunteered for several
years at Valley Care Hos-
pital and absolutely loved
helping people wherever
and whenever he could.
He was such a very kind,
selfless, loving, caring and
generous man.

Abraham Lincoln said,
“And in the end, it’s not the
years in your life that count;
it’s the life in your years."

Jack was a living exam-
ple of this. He made a real
difference in his community
and those around him, and
I just hope we can all take
a page out of his book. We
will all love and miss him,
now and always.

Visitation for Jack will be
at Callaghan Mortuary, 3833
East Ave., in Livermore,
California, on Thursday,
Jan. 13, 2022, with visita-
tion at 5 p.m., and Rosary
at 6:30 p.m. On Friday, Jan.
14, 2022, at Saint Michael
Catholic Church, 458 Maple
St., in Livermore, Califor-
nia, a Mass of Christian
burial will be held at 11 a.m.

Callaghan Mortuary
is honored to be serving
the Pons family. An online
guestbook is available for
condolences at callaghan-
mortuary.com.
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Retired Teachers’ Group Offers Scholarships

The Tri-Valley Retired Educators' Scholarship Fund is
offering up to five $2,500 scholarships for any senior who
is graduating from a public high school in Livermore, Pleas-
anton, Dublin or San Ramon and plans to pursue a career
in education. For more information, visit div85.calrta.org.

Clif Family Foundation Awards Grant

Sunflower Hill an-
nounced on Tuesday this
week that it has been
awarded a grant from the
Clif Family Foundation,
which supports organiza-
tions working to strengthen
the food system and com-
munities, enhance public
health, and safeguard the
environment and its natural
resources.

The grant, totaling
$5,000, will be used to pur-
chase tools, materials, and
programmatic supplies to
support the organization’s
Hands-On Garden Group
Program, organic produce
donations, and overall op-
erational maintenance of
the Sunflower Hill Garden.

“Having visited the Sun-
flower Hill Garden and its
residential community in
Pleasanton, we could see
the organization’s mission
of providing opportunity
to those with disabilities
bloom and grow,” said Ter-
ry Sue Mock, Clif Family
Foundation’s communica-
tions manager. “The Foun-
dation supports Sunflower
Hill in its aim to engage and
teach life-skills to its par-
ticipants in the East Bay.”

The Sunflower Hill Gar-
den is an instructional out-
door space utilized to pro-
vide life skills curriculum
and a horticulture experi-
ence for adults with intel-
lectual and developmental
disabilities. Local adult
day and adult-in-transition
programs meet in person
weekly or bi-weekly to

participate in the organiza-
tion’s Hands-On Garden
Group program, which en-
ables program participants
to develop vital life skills
that are critical to ensuring
a productive and fulfilling
life. In addition, the Sun-
flower Hill Garden, which is
located at Hagemann Ranch
in Livermore, produces
thousands of pounds of
fresh, organic produce each
year, which is donated to lo-
cal nonprofit organizations.
Produce is typically planted
and harvested by program
participants and volunteers
under the guidance of staff.
Along with learning life
skills, Hands-On Garden
Group program participants
experience the benefits of
being able to give back to
their community through
the produce donations.

“We’re thankful to the
Clif Family Foundation
for continuing to support
the Sunflower Hill Garden
and our programs,” said
Pamela Zielske, Sunflower
Hill advancement director.
“Their ongoing generos-
ity enables us to continue
to provide the materials
and supplies needed to en-
sure our Hands-On Garden
Group program participants
have an engaging and en-
riching experience.”

In 2021, the Clif Family
Foundation also awarded
Sunflower Hill a grant to
support its Hands-On Gar-
den Group program. For
more information, visit
sunflowerhill.org.

Stanford to Incentivize Blood Donations

Due to the current CO-
VID-19 surge, Stanford
Blood Center (SBC) is see-
ing a significant increase in
cancellations — both on an
individual basis, as donors
are falling ill, and on a blood
drive basis, as companies
are restricting their visitor
onsite policies. As a result,
SBC is currently facing
an emergency need for all
blood types and offering
incentives to bring in more
donors.

To encourage blood do-
nations, anyone who gives
blood will be entered to win
a two-night stay at a Ritz-
Carlton resort. In addition,
from Jan. 13 to 17, donors
will also have the opportu-
nity to win digital gift cards.

“With many of our regu-
lar donors out sick right
now, we are asking for any-

one who is healthy and
eligible to please make an
appointment as soon as
possible,” wrote Harpreet
Sandhu, SBC executive
director. “Across the nation,
the blood supply is at dan-
gerously low supply levels,
and that situation is impact-
ing us here in the Bay Area
as well. Currently, SBC has
only a few days of blood
on hand. At the same time,
demand at the hospitals has
increased, and shows no
signs of slowing down in the
coming weeks.”

New donors who are
unsure of their eligibility
to give blood can call 888-
723-7831 or visit stanford-
bloodcenter.org/eligibility
or shcdonor.org .For infor-
mation on incentives, visit
stanfordbloodcenter.org/
donate-blood/promotions.
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Avenue LLC. He reported
the use of the project parcel
for off-site parking to be
inconsistent with the Spe-
cific Plan.

“The Downtown Spe-
cific Plan states that for
commercial, retail, office,
and non-residential uses in
the Downtown Core plan
area — where the hotel
would be situated — [r]
equired parking shall be
provided on-site, by pay-
ment of an in-licu fee, off-
site within the Downtown
Core, or any combination
thereof,”” wrote Stromberg.
“While the hotel is within
the Downtown Core, 2080
Railroad Avenue is not.”

He pointed out that the
Downtown Core is centered
on the city’s historic cross-
roads, at the intersection of
First Street and Livermore
Avenueg; its northern bound-
ary is Railroad Avenue from
M Street to Livermore Av-
enue.

“To that end, 2080
Railroad Avenue is actu-
ally within the ‘Downtown

Neighborhood - North Side’
area of the Downtown Spe-
cific Plan, which is not in the
Downtown Core,” Strom-
berg continued. “Because
the 2080 Railroad Avenue
site is outside of the Down-
town Core, the hotel project
as envisioned in the pro-
posed DDLA s inconsistent
with the Specific Plan, in
that it would allow off-site
parking for the hotel in an
unlawful location.”

City Manager Marc Rob-
erts addressed the issue dur-
ing the hearing, when asked
by Mayor Bob Woerner if
— by approving the amend-
ment to the DDLA — the
council would be in compli-
ance with all elements of the
downtown zoning.

“The question was raised
having to do with the loca-
tion of where the valet park-
ing lot actually is,” Roberts
said. “The item that was dis-
cussed had to do with where
the actual car is picked up
from, so in the case of va-
let parking, it's where the
pickup point is that is within

your downtown core. Yes,
this project complies with
your downtown specific
plan requirements.”

Stromberg responded
by noting that parking isn’t
determined by the location
where a car is picked up; itis
determined by the location
where the car is parked. City
Attorney Jason Alcala did
not respond to requests for
comment before press time.

In his letter, Stromberg
called the $1.9 million an
exorbitant loan, which con-
stitutes an “illegal expendi-
ture of, waste of, or injury
to, the estate, funds, or other
property of [the city].”

“In other words, this
‘loan’ would be a waste of
taxpayer funds,” Stromberg
continued.

He further pointed out
that 2205 Railroad Avenue
LLC was not exempt from
the Surplus Land Act, which
provides government agen-
cies with a protocol for
making use of excess public
lands. The council’s vote to
approve the DDLA amend-

ment in part found the LLC
exempt from this act.

“However, while the ho-
tel property may be exempt
under the current version
of the Surplus Land Act set
forth in 2019’s Assembly
Bill 1486 and the accom-
panying Surplus Land Act
Guidelines implementing
it, Government Code sec-
tions 54234(a)(1) and (b)
(1) are clear that the Sur-
plus Land Act as it existed
on December 31, 2019,
still applies,” Stromberg
continued. “Here, the city’s
staff report does nothing to
demonstrate that the city
complied with the prior
version of the Surplus Land
Act in proposing to dispose
of the property to 2205 Rail-
road Avenue LLC. Gener-
ally, the prior version of the
Surplus Land Act required
a city, prior to disposing of
surplus land, to offer that
land for sale or lease for af-
fordable housing, park and
recreational purposes, and
school district facilities or
open space.”

SAVE LIVERMORE DOWNTOWN RESPONDS TO CITY DECISION

Following Livermore City Council’s decision to loan 2205
Railroad Avenue LLC funds to acquire and construct a valet
parking lot, Save Livermore Downtown (SLD) issued a press
release stating that a portion of the Jan. 10 staff report pro-
vided incorrect information to the public.

The staff report stated that switching from underground
parking beneath the hotel to valet parking on a surface lot
was necessary because of actions taken by citizens who filed
referendums and an initiative — the 2018 Referendum, the
2019 Referendum, and the 2019 Central Park Plan Initiative.

“Staff asserts — without any supporting evidence — that
these measures caused the hotel to be significantly delayed,
resulting in increased construction, operation, and mainte-
nance costs making underground parking infeasible,” SLD
stated. “As a result, the report states that a surface parking
lot for hotel parking is needed. This is simply untrue. The
facts do not support the staff’s conclusion that citizen efforts
to improve the proposed Downtown Plan, which did not follow
the priorities expressed in the city’s 2017 Public Outreach
Process, led to the loss of the hotel’s underground parking.”

SLD pointed out that the delay caused by the 2018 Refer-
endum “amounted to only 7 weeks—from October 11,2018,
when it was presented to the city, until November 26, 2018,
when the City Council approved it.”

“The council could have submitted the referendum to the
voters, but they decided to adopt it instead and to repeal parts
of the Specific Plan,” the release continued. “Importantly, none
of the provisions of the Specific Plan repealed by the referen-
dum addressed the hotel’s parking issues, so this referendum
would not have caused a delay.”

SLD additionally noted that the hotel’s decision to pursue
surface parking preceded both the 2019 Referendum and
2019 Initiative. The staff report states that in May 2019, when
the city council made revisions to the Downtown Specific Plan,
“the provision of between 70 to 150 parking spaces in a new
public or private parking facility accessed from K Street was
included in the project at that time as an alternative to an
underground parking garage.”

“Thus, those measures — which came after May 2019 —
could not have influenced the hotel’s decision,” SLD continued.
“The reality is that the hotel developer wants surface parking
instead of underground parking because it would likely save

them over $10 million. In March 2020, International Park-
ing Design, a leading parking design firm, indicated that an
underground parking garage with an irregular footprint built
using union labors would cost $85,000 per space, in contrast
to just $10,000 per space for a surface lot.”

SLD said that citizens who have long supported measures
to improve the city’s Downtown Plan should not be blamed for
the hotel developer’s decision to value engineer their project.

“With no evidence to support alleged ‘infeasibility’ it is
clear that abandoning underground parking was simply a hotel
decision to avoid the burden of this expense,” SLD concluded.

Some of the speakers at the council meeting reproached
citizens who backed the ballot measures mentioned in the
city’s staff report.

Laning Thompson of the Tri-Valley Anti-Poverty Collabora-
tive said the developer's decision for surface parking made
sense.

"These delays have been caused by a combination of
adverse factors, in particular opposition by certain groups
and the pandemic," she said. "These delays have caused
these, as well as some other affordable housing projects, to
become much more costly than originally estimated because
construction costs have so greatly increased. That made the
hotel's underground parking plan infeasible, hence the need
for valet parking."

Winemaker Karl Wente said the hotel was needed for
the wineries, craftsmen, artists, the city's food culture and
downtown businesses.

"We should be a little bit more mad at how much money
these delays are costing us," Wente said. "We do know
where and why these delays are coming to be, and we need
to move forward.”

Sherry Nigg, who owns property downtown encouraged
the council to approve the parking plan and hotel.

"We've had so many delays, and it's taken so long, and
I'm thankful for the speakers tonight that clearly stated all
the reasons that we need the hotel and all the reasons for
the delays," she said. "The delays need to stop. This hotel
will help our downtown businesses, restaurants, wineries
and just people coming to enjoy our downtown. It's truly been
long enough."

PARKING
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The loan — which must
be paid back in a lump sum
at 3.5% interest when the
hotel opens by 2025 — will
enable 2205 Railroad Av-
enue LLC to build a valet
lot about a tenth of a mile
from the hotel, replacing its
original plan of underground
parking.

Livermore residents
and business owners have
wanted a quality hotel as
a centerpiece in the city’s
revitalized downtown for
many years.

“We’ve been trying to
get this done for a long
time,” Mayor Bob Woerner
said before the council’s
vote. “There have been the
impediments that have been
thrown at us. And | think it’s
time to get going here.”

Paul Spence, Liver-
more’s Community Devel-
opment director, said the
city’s planning commission
should be able to review
the hotel’s architectural de-
signs in March, with the city
council’s hearing to follow
in April.

The “Wine Country Ho-
tel at the Bankhead” project
proved controversial from
its inception with debates
over whether it should be
located on the east side of
Livermore Avenue near
the Bankhead Theater or
the westside adjacent to an
open park.

Community groups op-
posed to the location of
the hotel obtained enough
signatures to place the issue
on the March 2020 ballot.
Based on designs of the
downtown center shown at
the time, voters approved
Measure P to allow the hotel
to be built on the east side by
a 2-1 vote.

Under the approved plan
Monday, the city will sell
the city-owned land for
the hotel site to Presidio
for $71,000. The hotel will
include meeting space, a
rooftop deck pool, a fit-
ness center and an outdoor
courtyard.

Presidio will spend
$30,000 a year for mainte-
nance of Stockmen’s Park,
build a new solid waste
facility to serve the entire
block, make road improve-
ments, allow the public to
use its rooftop deck, and
lease the project site for
public parking until con-
struction begins, Spence
said.

While the hotel was ap-
proved in the 2020 vote,
Monday’s approval of the
DDLA added the hotel valet
parking lot to the agreement.

Many supported the hotel
valet agreement so that the
hotel could move forward
without further discussion
related to parking. Further
delay, they said, would harm

the downtown and Liver-
more's fragile wineries, who
need a downtown hotel to
attract tourists. Supporters
further stated that citizen
referendums and initiative
have already delayed the
hotel.

Those opposed to the ho-
tel valet parking agreement
said they support the hotel.
However, they believe the
2080 Railroad Avenue lot
could be put to better use,
such as affordable housing,
and that other parking solu-
tions could be found. Also,
they did not think that the
city should spend taxpayer
money at a time when the
city is short of funds for
maintenance. Save Liver-
more Downtown (SLD) rep-
resentative said facts show
that citizen ballot measures
could not have influenced
the decision to abandon
underground parking.

David Kent, board gov-
ernance committee chair at
the Tri-Valley Conservancy,
said that it was good that
everyone now supported
the hotel. Kent said a ho-
tel was vital for a vibrant
downtown when its devel-
opment was first suggested
in the 1990s, and remained
S0 25 years later. He said de-
lays damaged vintners and
small business owners who
invested in the downtown
while expecting a hotel to

be built.

Dawn Argula, CEO and
president of the Livermore
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce, asked the council to
approve the parking plan
because “the strong need for
the hotel has not subsided.”

A hotel, she said, will
attract visitors to down-
town Livermore and to the
Livermore Valley wine re-
gion. Argula cited a recently
published UC Davis report
that said the wine industry
needs “overnight visitor ac-
commodations to support a
vibrant wine economy.”

“Starting as soon as
within the next five years,
the sustainability of vintners
will be in jeopardy,” Argula
said. “The construction of
this hotel will be a major
step forward to supporting
a sustainable wine region.”

Lynn Naylor, CEO of
Innovation Tri-Valley, a
coalition of employers, re-
search lab educators, tech
business workers and civic
leaders, said the hotel plan
was identified in 2002’s
Downtown Specific Plan as
a “crucial catalyst project.”

“That, of course, was
20 years ago,” Naylor said.
“The hotel is long overdue
and an integral part of the
regional plan to attract both
a vital tourism audience and
to support the needs of our
businesses.”

Lori Souza, a resident
since 1979, accused a
“small yet vocal opposi-
tion” to the hotel project
of wasting taxpayer dollars
through delaying tactics.

“The residents of Liver-
more voted in favor of this
hotel project by a decisive
margin back in March of
2020,” Souza said. “It’s
time to move forward with
this important project. It's
what the citizens want. It’s
what our community needs.
And it’s what is important to
our economic health.”

On the other side, Jim
Hutchins said he supported
building a downtown hotel,
but called the loan “a poor
use of city funds” and said
the Railroad Avenue parcel
should be used for some-
thing else.

“Does Presidio not have
the money to build the hotel
without a bailout from the
city, or is the city giving
Presidio the loan as an en-
ticement to encumber a par-
cel at the heart of the Eden
Housing disagreement?”
Hutchins asked. “Given the
lack of transparency in how
this agreement was created,
the public is in the dark.”

Karalee Brune said she
was not opposed to the
hotel, but was “appalled by
this hair-brained scheme.”

“If this developer is so
poorly financed that they

are not capable of obtain-
ing money from more tra-
ditional sources, I think
that there’s something very
wrong,” Brune said.

Jean King, of SLD, said
her group supported the ho-
tel, but not the parking lot.
King took exception to the
staff report’s conclusion that
citizens are responsible for
the loss of the underground
parking. See SLD statement
in the sidebar on page 10.

Before the council voted,
Vice Mayor Gina Bonanno
said the hotel is the corner-
stone to complete the down-
town project. She credited
the developer with sticking
with the city, and said she
approved of the loan ar-
rangement.

“Here we are in 2022; we
have yet another opportu-
nity to move the ball down
the field and get the hotel
built,” Bonanno said. “We
won’t get an infinite number
of chances to do this.”

City Councilmember
Trish Munro said the project
made “fiscal sense.”

City Councilmember
Bob Carling pointed out
that most of the people who
spoke during the meeting
supported building a hotel,
even if they did not support
the parking plan.

“It’s fiscally sound,”
Carling said. “I am very
much in support of this.”
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The Gaels' I1zzy Liu heads the ball in front of the Granada goal, Jan. 8. Dublin defeated
Granada 2-1. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

COVID Wave Puts Events on Hold

By Nathan Canilao

The Las Positas Hawks
men’s basketball team drove
in three separate vans to
drive 23 minutes to confer-
ence rival Ohlone college.
The windows were down,
and the car heater was blast-
ing while each player was
required to wear a face
mask.

During their usual Tues-
day practice, coaches hand-
ed out hand sanitizers to
each player every 15 min-
utes in what the Hawks call
“sanitation break.” In their
game against Ohlone, play-
ers wore masks on the bench
and were told not to sit next
to each other if they could.

On the high school side
of things, the Tri-Valley put
a pause on indoor games set
to take place at local cam-
puses from Jan. 3 to Jan. 6
to help combat the surge of
COVID-19 cases.

Alameda County guide-
lines state that any event
over 500 people must have
guests show proof of vacci-
nation in order to enter. With
this week being the first
week of league basketball
games, there most certainly
could have been a situation
where schools would have
to check students and par-
ents' vaccination status to
enter the gymnasium.

“Each school needs to
determine what they can
and can’t do,” said East Bay
Athletic League (EBAL)
commissioner Leo Lopoz.
“What we have done is work
with each other a few days
ahead to forecast what may
or may not be possible.”

The EBAL, which all
Tri-Valley schools partici-
pate in, is in a unique posi-
tion — the league spans
across Alameda and Contra
Costa counties. The Moun-
tain division of the league,
which comprises San Ra-
mon Valley, Monte Vista,
California, Dougherty Val-
ley and De La Salle High
School, follow different
guidelines than schools in
the Tri-Valley.

But at the end of the
day, it is the schools that
ultimately make the final
decision if teams will play
or not. For example, Foothill
boys’ basketball played their
league opener against San
Ramon Valley on the road
on Jan. 5. Granada boys’
basketball, which had an
away game at Dougherty
Valley, decided not to play in
their league opener. Liver-
more High, which would go
on the road against Monte
Vista, also followed suit and
did not play.

Teams have also taken
precautions internally in
order to keep their players
healthy.

“Mask up; lots of wa-
ter, lots of vitamin C and
praying,” said Dublin High
Head Basketball Coach
Tom Costello when asked
about precautions the Gaels
are taking to keep players
healthy.

The Las Positas Hawks,
who have not had a game
canceled or rescheduled,
have taken precautions to
make sure that they can
continue with their season.

“We just try to keep ev-
eryone spread as much as

possible, wash our hands
and preach to our guys about
safe practices,” said Las
Positas Men’s Basketball
Coach James Giacomazzi.

Indoor sports like bas-
ketball and wrestling have
a higher chance of being
rescheduled or canceled be-
cause of the close proximity
of players, coaches and fans
at these events, but outdoor
winter sports like soccer will
not be as affected.

“From the outdoor side,
nothing has changed within

our league,” said Lopoz.
“People are going by the
status quo.”

For indoor sports, both
divisions of the EBAL are
following California De-
partment of Public Health’s
recommendation of week-
ly testing for athletes and
coaches, but weekly test-
ing is not mandated by the
schools. For outdoor sports,
testing is not required or
recommended for athletes.

In terms of games being
rescheduled, the EBAL by-
laws say that if both schools
do in fact agree to a re-
schedule, the game could
be played at any time during
the EBAL league season.
Lopoz has said that the
league is looking into Sun-
days as rescheduling days,
but it will ultimately be up
to schools to decide what
day they would be willing
to play a rescheduled game.

“I think everyone has
been open and has been flex-
ible to getting the common
denominator done which is
giving the athletes some sort
of opportunity to play,” said
Lopoz.

Las Positas Dominates Ohlone in Conference Game

By Nathan Canilao

The Las Positas men’s
basketball team defeated
the Ohlone Renegades 114-
65 on Jan. 5, winning their
first conference game of the
season.

The Hawks improve to
14-1 and extend their win-
ning streak to 14.

They were without start-
ing forward Jorren Edmonds
due to injury. and freshman
Dathan Satchell took his
place in the starting lineup.
Satchell started off the first
half making his first two
3-pointers after being held
scoreless in the Hawks’
last game against Redwood
College.

The Hawks started off the
game going on an 11-0 run,
forcing the Renegades to call
a timeout with 16:34 left in
the first half.

The Hawks put pressure
on the Renegades defensive-
ly as they went into a man-
to-man full court press. This

defense forced turnovers for
the Hawks which led to easy
fastbreak points.

The Renegades did not
score their first points until
the 15:54 mark of the first
half. The Hawks led at half-
time 58-23.

The second half was
much of the same for the
Hawks. They hit their
3-pointers and continued
to force turnovers on the
defensive end.

The story of the game
was the huge bounce back
performance from Satchell.
He scored 31 points for the
game, the second time this
season that he’s scored 30
or more points. Coach James
Giacomazzi was pleased
at his performance after he
struggled with his shooting
in the Hawks’ last game
against Redwood College.

“Last week he was pretty
upset at his shooting perfor-
mance, but for him he just
needs more shots,” said Gia-
comazzi. “He got hiswork in
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The Falcons' Fernando Cavazos (white uniform) kicks the
ball toward Livermore goalie Alex Garcia. The Livermore
Cowboys took on the Foothill Falcons, Thursday, Jan. 6.
Livermore won 1-0. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

today and he shot it well.”

The Hawks took advan-
tage of the fastbreak as they
were able to score a major-
ity of their points in seven
seconds or less. A big part
of their game plan was to
take advantage of the lack of
players that suited up for the
Renegades. The Renegades
only suited up seven players
and played only six.

“We wanted to create
pressure and control tempo
and get in transition as much
as we can,” said Giacomazzi.

The Hawks win their first
conference game of the year
and will look to extend their
winning streak as the week
goes on. They will face dis-
trict rival Chabot college at
home on Dec. 14 which will
be one of the Hawks’ bigger
tests this year.

With Nathan Canilao

much of a break.

SPORTS CORNER

AAU Basketball Essential to Growth of Players

The Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) is an amateur sports
organization that was made for athletes to continue playing
their desired sport all year round
It is most known for its roots in the amateur basketball
scene which has increased in popularity in the past 10 to
20 years.

High school basketball has consumed the vast majority
of player’s winters for some time now, but the impact of
AAU basketball has taken up the top priorities of many
players who are Iooklng to play at the college level. AAU has made such an impact
that even top public high school coaches in the Tri-Valley area are looking to own
or coach at AAU programs to help grow their players come high school season.

In a sense, these programs act as feeder teams for these high schools. Players
enter the AAU program and practice and play for their respective teams from when
the high school season ends to when the next one starts.

These AAU basketball teams have major benefits for the players themselves.
Back in the days, when high school took up the majority of the players’ time, they
did not have the luxury of playing all year round. Instead, they had to work out on
their own time and find ways to keep their skills sharp.

Now that AAU basketball has evolved, players can maintain their practice sched-
ule and can play in organized games all year round. Most of these players’ weekends
consist of playing in anywhere from two to five games while also competing for
tournament championships.

If the players decide to play AAU at the high school level, colleges from all over
the country are allowed to speak to these players about possibly playing at their
universities. There are now apps like Hudl and the AIR app that allows players to
send colleges their game film along with their GPA and physical measurements in
order to market themselves for potential scholarships.

In the Tri-Valley, there are many AAU programs that have been successful in
training and developing college basketball players.

Train First Basketball out of Livermore is owned by Granada Head Coach Quaran
Johnson. He’s coached players like Tommy Krammer (Cal State Monterey), Jayden
Johnston (Citrus College) and Jack Kath (Whitman College) who played for his
AAU club and all went to public high schools in the Tri-Valley. The programs help
coaches get a better look at their talent pool for the upcoming season, so they can
help them overcome their weaknesses.

Though AAU has great upside for players and coaches, it has gotten pushback
from older generations that is also valid. Some AAU programs only focus on success
on the court and fail to develop their player’s weaknesses in practice.

The high number of games played can sometimes lead to players only looking
forward to the games and not their overall development as basketball players. AAU
could also cause burnout in some players as they are playing year-round without

Overall, AAU basketball looks like a mainstay in the basketball scene, not just
in the Tri-Valley, but around the country. Teams like Train First, East Bay Bulldogs
and Tri-Valley Basketball are all successful AAU programs that have planted their
basketball roots in the Tri-Valley. The work they do for the players is what keeps
the Tri-Valley a gold rush for basketball talent.

Dublin Gains First League Win Vs Foothill

By Nathan Canilao

The Dublin Gaels boys’
basketball team earned its
first league win against
Foothill High School on
Jan. 7, beating the Falcons
59-52 to move to 7-3 on the
season, while the Falcons
drop to 9-6.

The Gaels started off the
game applying full court
pressure on the Falcons.
They were to force some
early turnovers and score
casy baskets, but the Fal-
cons beat them to the of-
fensive glass which kept
them in the game.

Junior Mehki Thomas
led the charge for the Gaels
in the first half. He had 11
points in the first half alone
and was creating for others
when he got into the painted
area. The Gaels ended the
first half up 28-17.

The Gaels looked like
they were going to pull
away in the third quarter.
They forced the Falcons
into tough shots and were
able to turn defense into
offense by scoring off turn-
overs. The Gaels went into
the fourth quarter with a
comfortable 14-point lead.

The Falcons fought back
in the final quarter of the
game. They cut the Gael
lead to 7 with 1:07 left in
the game in part due to the
offensive rebounding of
senior Ehssan Aksar. But
it was too little, too late for
the Falcons as they would
fall to the Gaels 59-52.

Thomas had a big game
for the Gaels, turning out 19
points which included two
3-pointers. Thomas, along
with his teammates, have
not played in two weeks due

to COVID-19 restrictions
and emphasized that this
game was to help get his
legs back under him.

“l was just trying to get
my legs back and get back
into a flow in the offense,”
said Thomas.

Thomas, who was a
transfer from Arroyo High
School in Hayward, is play-
ing in first year at Dublin
and has been pleased with
the support he receives
from the Gaels’ coaching
staff.

“They just give me con-
fidence to come out and

play my game and they be-
lieve in me,” said Thomas.
“It’s easy playing for Coach
(Tom) Costello.”

“I love him, he’s super
competitive and has lots of
energy,” said Costello.

The Gaels get their first
league win on the road
against a talented Falcons
squad. They will play their
first home league game
against Livermore High on
Jan. 14. The Falcons drop
their first league game and
will look to rebound on the
road against De La Salle
High on Jan. 14.

Dublin's Cortney Anderson Jr. takes a shot during a game
against Foothill, Jan. 7. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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Local Author to Lead Panel of Black Writers

Tina Jones Williams,
whose books reflect the rich
traditions of African Ameri-
can communities, will mod-
erate a panel of Black writers
in an online discussion of
the power of storytelling on
Tuesday, Feb. 8, part of the
Livermore Public Library’s
celebration of Black History
Month.

Williams, now a Liver-
more resident, is the author
of the Julia Street series
that pay homage to the
all-Black neighborhood in
South Berkeley where she
was raised. Since publishing
her four-book Julia Street
series, Williams has led bi-
annual neighborhood walks
which begin and end on Julia
Street, sharing anecdotes,
folklore, and history about
times, places, and people
she believes should not be
forgotten.

Agraduate of the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, Wil-

liams is also the author of the
three-book Bridge to Free-
dom series about a Black
domestic day worker, Vio-
let, and her Pullman porter
husband, Everett, and other
books about the working-
class African American ex-
perience. Her latest book, “It
Happened on Our Watch,” is
a multi-generational look at
a Black family that moved
from the Southside of Chi-
cago to South Berkeley in
1943. Published in Septem-
ber, the book traces how
the early struggles against
discrimination paved the
way for today’s youth.

Other members of the
panel will include:

R.C. Barnes, a Berkeley
resident and author of the
young adult series The Tat-
too Teller.

Kevin Eastman, a native
of Oakland and retired Air
Force officer, who published
his first book, “Don’t Gam-

ble on Life Improvement ...
Until You Shift the Odds,”
in 2018.

Geraldine Cynthia Forte,
editor of “Writer’s Talk,”
the monthly newsletter for
the South Bay Chapter of
the California Writers Club
and author of “Appropriat-
ing Old Cultures into New
Futures: From the Kingdom
of Tonga to California.”

Dera R. Williams, co-
director of the AfroSurreal
Writers Workshop and fre-
quent contributor to literary
anthologies and journals,
who has also compiled a col-
lection of childhood mem-
ories, “In My Backyard:
Stories of Growing Up in
Oakland.”

The program, at 7 p.m.,
is part of the library’s Au-
thors and Arts Series. No
registration is required. To
access the live, Zoom-based
panel discussion, visit bit.

ly/3g9ahxh.

Library Exhibit Celebrates Literacy Program

The Livermore Public
Library is marking the
35th anniversary of its
adult literacy program
with an exhibit of personal
stories from authors, in-
cluding sharing the good
things to be found in life
every day.

Some of the authors
include adult learners who
honed their skills by meet-

ing with volunteer tutors
or in English conversation
groups.

According to the library,
each author determined-
ly models the practice
of lifelong learning and
represents the thousands
of adult learners served
by the literacy program
through the years. The
“Our Celebration Stories”

exhibit also celebrates “the
supportive and dedicated
volunteers, past and pres-
ent, who often share that
they are the ones to benefit
most from the tutoring
experience.”

The exhibit will be on
display in the Art Gallery
at the Civic Center Library,
1188 S. Livermore Ave.,
through Jan. 31.

Residents Offer to Match Tri-Valley Haven Donations

Livermore’s Alan and
Mary Burnham have offered
to match up to $25,000 in
donations for Tri-Valley
Haven through the end of the
month for the group’s new
food pantry.

Tri-Valley Haven pro-
vides services to children
and adult victims of domestic

violence, sexual assault, and
homelessness. The nonprofit
recently announced it would
be closing its longtime food
pantry at the Mar Thoma
Church and would be open-
ing a larger food pantry at
150 N. L St., in Livermore.
The pantry is expected to
open in late February.

The new pantry will oper-
ate more like a grocery store,
allowing individuals to select
the food and other household
items they want or need,
including more fresh fruits,
vegetables, meat, and dairy
products, instead of being
provided with a box of avail-
able items.

BBB Warns of Potential COVID-19 Testing Scams

The Better Business Bu-
reau (BBB) is warning of
potential scams involving
fraudulent COVID-19 tests,
vaccines, and treatments as
the pandemic continues.

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), the rise
of the omicron variant has
led to a growing number of
scams, including deceptive
advertising and nonexistent
testing products, and the
potential compromise of
personal information. The
FBI also issued a warning
about potential fraud related
to antibody tests. In doing
so, the BBB said, the scam-
mers may also be collecting
personal information, such
as social security numbers
and dates of birth, and may
be stealing health insurance
or Medicare information
that can be used in future
schemes.

According to BBB,
scammers are using robo-
calls to direct consumers to
websites that may look like
a health clinic or medical

supply company offering
COVID-19 tests, some even
promising results in 10 min-
utes. However, to receive a
test, the scammers ask for a
credit card number or a form
with personal information.

The scam may involve
an at-home testing kit or
testing offered through a
clinic, according to the
BBB, but in all versions,
the website selling the test
is short on details, includ-
ing information about how
the test works, where it
is sourced, or where it is
processed.

The BBB said the offered
the following information to
avoid coronavirus testing
scams:

Talk to your doctor. Your
healthcare provider can you
find a legitimate clinic and
help determine if a test will
be covered by insurance. If
you don't have a primary-
care physician, check out
the Alameda County Health
Department website.

Do your research. Scam-
mers put pressure on people

to buy or commit without
giving them time to do
further research. Before
agreeing to anything, in-
vestigate any claims the
company makes. The BBB
suggests starting with the
Better Business Bureau
website to see if a company
is BBB accredited, has good
reviews, or if there are any
complaints or scam reports.

Understand your op-
tions. The CDC website
has a detailed guide to CO-
VID-19 testing. Understand
the different tests available.

Never share personal
information with strangers,
and only make purchases
and share your personal
information with people
and companies you know
and trust.

Check claims of FDA
approval. Not all COV-
ID-19 antibody tests have
been approved by the Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA). Check the FDA
website for a list of ap-
proved tests and testing
companies.

Your local news source is delivered free

to readers in the Tri-Valley.

We are asking readers, who are able, to make a voluntary
contribution of $10 a month, or $100 a year.

You can sign up online at www.independentnews.com/contribute/
or mail a check to 2250 First St., Livermore, CA 94550

~ Indlependent

independentnews.com | 925.243.8000

Follow us on n D

Kaiser Permanente Recognized for Safety

Kaiser Permanente
Northern California has been
recognized by the Patient
Safety Movement Founda-
tion (PSMF) for its efforts to
provide reliable patient care
while reducing preventable
medical harm.

Kaiser Permanente North-
ern California is among the
first healthcare providers to
be named a Highly Reliable
Organization Champion by
PSMF, a global non-profit
organization promoting zero
preventable patient harm

and death. for prioritizing
patient safety. Medical errors
are blamed for nearly three
million deaths worldwide
every year.

The new PSMF program
places an emphasis on data
transparency, which is con-
sidered critical to achieving
zero harm and improving
patient safety.

“We are honored to be
recognized for our unwav-
ering commitment to pro-
vide safe patient care and
commend our staff for be-

ing strong advocates for
safety,” said Robin Betts,
vice-president of safety,
quality, and regulatory ser-
vices for Kaiser Permanente
Northern California. “Our
hospitals are among the
country’s highest performing
for minimizing patient inju-
ries, medication errors, and
infections. Every day, we
aim to protect the health of
our patients, keep them safe
from harm, and provide the
highest quality care.”

Pleasanton Museum on Main Opens Exhibit

The Museum on Main
in Pleasanton this week un-
veiled its 14th annual exhibit
of works by members of the
Pleasanton Art League (PAL).

The Imagination Ex-
pressed 2022 exhibit of
local paintings, drawings,

ceramics and jewelry, will
run through Saturday, March
26. Many of the works on
display are also for sale. Sev-
eral PAL members will also
be at the museum during the
exhibit to demonstrate their
methods and to talk with the

public about their work.
The Museum on Main,
603, Main St., is open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday. For a
schedule of artists and their
demonstrations, visit museu-
monmain.org.

Bankhead Online Gallery Features Pandemic Art

The Bankhead Gallery is
now hosting an online ex-
hibit, “Pandemania Days,”
featuring more than a year’s
worth of “practice” image,s
along with a daily journal
posted by Bay Area artist
Elizabeth Addison during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

For 456 days, from
March 17,2020, when Cali-
fornia issued its first shelter-
in-place mandate, through
June 15, 2021, when the
restrictions were lifted, Ad-
dison posted her normally
private “daily practice” art-
works online.

Most of the works are
geometric designs, or man-
dalas, with a botanical
theme, which Addison said
were inspired by her daily
pandemic walks.

Addison took photo-
graphs during the walks that
became the raw material for
her daily creative journey.

Using a collection of
digital tools, including
Adobe Suite, Addison said
she would play with the
day’s imagery and collect
her thoughts. Because the
digital process began to feel
like layered, dimensional
painting, she decided to
call the works “digital as-
semblages.”

Each of the works docu-
ments a day in her life,
including her musings on
issues ranging from Califor-
nia’s native flora and inva-
sive species to COVID-19,
climate change, social up-
heaval, and the cosmos.
Somedays she spent less
than 10 minutes on a par-
ticular mandala, while oth-
ers took hours, with multiple
versions. There are about
4,000 mandalas in the series,
most of which are available
for purchase.

Addison is an artist-in-

residence at Kala Art Insti-
tute. She is also exhibitions
chair for Northern Califor-
niaWomen’s Caucus for Art
and a member of both the

Bay Area Women’s Artists
Legacy Project and Women
Eco Artists Dialog. Pande-
mania Days is available to
view at livermorearts.org.
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Where should the city
invest in cultural arts
in Livermore?

Pin your ideas on our map!

Community members who live, work, play, and visit the city
are invited to help build the Livermore Cultural Arts Vision,
a strategic cultural arts plan for the coming decade.

Deadline to participate: 1/31/22
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584982
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Williams
Landscape Designs, 495 Ab-
bie Street, Pleasanton, CA
94566, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Trevor C. Williams, 945 Abbie
Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted
by an Individual. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature  of  Registrant/s/:
Trevor C. Williams, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on December 13, 2021. Ex-
pires December 12, 2026. The
Independent, Legal No. 5053.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585006
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Royal Rest-
rooms of California, Inc., 5552
La Ribera ST. Livermore, CA
94550, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Royal
Restrooms of California, Inc.,
5552 La Ribera ST. Livermore,
CA 94550. This business
is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name(s) listed
above: 2/2007. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Rich Reynolds,
V.P. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alame-
da on December 13, 2021. Ex-
pires December 12, 2026. The
Independent, Legal No. 5054.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585007
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. E Tribe
Mobile 2. Etribe Mobile, 1487
Sauvignon CT, Livermore, CA
94550, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Royal
Restrooms of California, Inc.,
5552 La Ribera ST. Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by a Corporation.
The date on which the regis-
trant first commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Rich Reynolds, V.P. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 13, 2021. Expires
December 12, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5054.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585005
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Red Carpet
Trailers, 1452 N. Vasco Rd, #
350, Livermore, CA 94551, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Red Carpet
Trailers, 1487 Sauvignon CT,
Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by
a Corporation. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: 5/2014.
Signature  of  Registrant/s/:
Rich  Reynolds, V.P. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 13, 2021. Expires
December 12, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5055.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584985
The following person(s) doing
business as: Livermore Live
Scan, 4047 First St, Suite
208, Livermore, CA 9455, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Readymade
Services LLC, 4047 First St,
Suite 208, Livermore, CA
9455. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 2007. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Dan McDowell,
V.P. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alame-
da on December 13, 2021. Ex-
pires December 12, 2026. The
Independent, Legal No. 5058.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 1/1/2020. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: La-
mar Spalding, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 21, 2021. Expires
December 20, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5060.
Published December 30, 2021
& January 6, 13, 20, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585178
The following person(s) doing
business as: E.T.F Logistics,
7500 Weld ST, Oakland, CA
94621, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Essay T. Fkadu, 7500 Weld
ST, Oakland, CA 94621. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 12/20/2021.
Signature  of  Registrant/s/:
Essay T. Fkadu, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 20, 2021. Expires
December 19, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5061.
Published December 30, 2021
& January 6, 13, 20, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585008
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Lamorinda
Volleyball Club dba Norcal
Volleyball Club, 789 N. Can-
yons Parkway, Livermore, CA
94551, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Meg
Herr, 16240 E Twin Acres Dr.
Gilbert, AZ 85298. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 2012. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Meg Herr, Di-
rector. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alame-
da on December 13, 2021. Ex-
pires December 12, 2026. The
Independent, Legal No. 5062.
Published December 30, 2021
& January 6, 13, 20, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585337
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: United CU
Partners, 4234 Hacienda Dr.
# 110, Pleasanton, CA 94588,
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Teri Ban-
holzer, 653 Saint Marg St.
Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Teri Banholzer,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on December
29, 2021. Expires December
28, 2026. The Independent,
Legal No. 5063. Published
January 6, 13, 20, 27, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585204
The following person(s) doing
business as: Organized with
Julie, 1437 Roselli Drive, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Julie Melendez,
1437 Roselli Dr., Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Julie Melen-
dez, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on December
22, 2021. Expires December
21, 2026. The Independent,
Legal No. 5064. Published
January 6, 13, 20, 27, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584721
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Step Into
My Studio, 2218 Via Espada,
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Miyoung Lim,
2218 Via Espada, Pleasanton,
CA 94566. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 10/25/2021.
Signature  of  Registrant/s/:
Miyoung Lim, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
December 2, 2021. Expires
December 1, 2026. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5059.
Published December 23, 30,
2021 & January 6, 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585185
The following person(s) doing
business as: The Chairman,
2317 Amatrice Way, Dublin,
CA 94568, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): La-
mar Spalding, 2317 Amatrice
Way, Dublin, CA 94568. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:
Sherry Mullins

Case No. RP21118699
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors,
contingent creditors, and per-
sons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate,
or both, of Sherry Mullins.
A Petition for Probate has
been filed by: Matthew Mul-
lins,
in the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of ALAMEDA. The
petition for probate requests
that Matthew Mullins be
appointed as personal rep-
resentative to administer the
estate of the decedent. The
petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representa-
tive to take many actions with-
out obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very
important actions, however,
the personal representative
will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless
they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be
granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority. THE COURT
REQUIRES ALL PARTIES
WHO WISH TO ATTEND THE
HEARING ON THE BELOW
DATE AND TIME, INCLUD-
ING THOSE WHO WISH TO
STATE OBJECTIONS, TO AP-
PEAR BY AUDIO OR VIDEO
TECHNOLOGY. THE PAR-
TIES SHOULD CONSULT
THE COURTS WEBSITE FOR
THE SPECIFIC TELEPHONIC
AND VIDEO APPLICATIONS
AVAILABLE. THE PARTIES
MAY ALSO CONTACT THE
PROBATE CLERK AT pro-
bateclerk2 @alameda.courts.

ca.gov. PARTIES MUST BE
PRESENT AT LEAST FIVE
(5) MINUTES BEFORE THE
SCHEDULED HEARING
TIME.

A hearing on the petition
will be held in this court as
follows:

2/7/2022, 2:00 pm

in Department 201

Superior Court of California,
County of Alameda

2120 Martin Luther King Jr.
Way, Berkeley, CA 94704

If you object to the granting
of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written
objections with the court before
the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your
attorney. If you are a creditor
or a contingent creditor of the
decedent, you must file your
claim with the court and mail
a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the
court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date
of the first issuance of letters to
a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b)
of the California Probate Code,
or (2) 60 days from the mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of
the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia Law. You may examine the
file kept by the court. If you are
a person interested in the es-
tate, you may file with the court
a Request for Special Notice
(Form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Re-
quest for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.
Petitioner: Matthew Mullins
5400 High Pointe Drive
Haltom City, Texas 76137
The Independent, Legal No.
5065

Published January 13,20, 27, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585514
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: BJoy Beauty,
20200 Redwood Road Suite
2, Castro Valley, CA 94548, is
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Brittany joy Clem-
ents, 26381 Whitman ST., Apt
10, Hayward, CA 94544. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 1/1/2022. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Brittany
Clements, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on January 6,
2022. Expires January 5, 2027.
The | Legal No. 5066.
Published January 13, 20, 27,

February 3, 2022.

conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the regis-
trant first commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Regina Yin Leung, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on December 27, 2021. Ex-
pires December 26, 2026.
The Independent, Legal No. 5069.
Published January 13, 20, 27,
February 3, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585223
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Silhouette
Aesthetics, 101 E Vineyard
Avenue, Suite 107, Livermore,
CA 94550, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Tam
Nguyen, 101 E Vineyard Av-
enue, Suite 107, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business is
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 8/1/2021. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Tam
Nguyen, Managing Partner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on December 22, 2021. Ex-
pires December 21,
The Independent, Legal No. 5070.
Published January 13, 20, 27,

February 3, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585548
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: L. Mendez
Trucking LLC, 5328 Keystone
Dr. Fremont, CA 94536, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): L. Mendez
Trucking LLC, 5328 Keystone
Dr. Fremont, CA 94536. This
business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Rosa Maria Mendez, Man-
ager. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on January 7, 2022.
Expires January 6, 2027.
The | Legal No. 5071.
Published January 13, 20, 27,

February 3, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585394
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Top Care
Nails, 5424 Sunol BLVD, #12,
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Lam Ngwen,
3159 Rocky Mountain Dr. San
Jose, CA 95127. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the regis-
trant first commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Lam Ngwen, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda
on December 30, 2021. Ex-
pires December 29, 2026.
The Independent, Legal No. 5067.
Published January 13, 20, 27,

February 3, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585184
The following person(s) doing
business as: Bijoustella LLC,
2608 Lotus Street, Pleasanton,
CA 94588, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Bijoustella LLC, 2608 Lotus
Street, Pleasanton, CA 94588.
This business is conducted
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 12/1/2021. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Seung
Yeon Lee, Managing Member.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on December 21, 2021. Ex-
pires December 20, 2026.
The Independent, Legal No. 5068.
Published January 13, 20, 27,

February 3, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585257
The following person(s) doing
business as: 7 Seasons, 5211
DeMarcus Blvd, Apt 321, Dub-
lin, CA 94568, is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Regina Yin Leung, 5211 De-
Marcus Blvd, Apt 321, Dublin,
CA 94568. This business is

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
of a Draft Environmental

Impact Report

for the
Monte Vista Memorial
Gardens Project
Alameda County Planning
Application PLN2017-00194
TO: State Clearinghouse, State
Responsible Agencies, State
Trustee Agencies, Other Pub-
lic Agencies, and Interested
Organizations and Parties.

SUBJECT: Notice of Availabil-
ity of a Draft Environmental
Impact Report (Draft EIR) for
the Monte Vista Memorial
Gardens Project in compliance
with California Code of Regula-
tions, Title 14, Section 15087.

SUMMARY: NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN that the
Alameda County  Planning
Department  (County), as
lead agency for the Project,
has completed a Draft EIR in
compliance with the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). The proposed proj-
ect that is the subject of the
Draft EIR is the construction
and operation of Monte Vista
Memorial Gardens (MVMG
or the “Project’) a proposed
memorial park project that
would include a funeral home,
interment (burial) areas and
associated services, including
a crematorium and mortuary.
The purpose of this notice is
to (1) serve the public Notice
of Availability (NOA) of a Draft
EIR pursuant to the CEQA
Guidelines  Section 15087,
and (2) advise and solicit com-
ments regarding the content
of the Draft EIR for a 45-day
period, commencing on Janu-
ary 13, 2022 and ending at
4:30 PM on February 28,
2022, after which a final EIR
will be prepared containing
comments and responses to
comments that, together with
the Draft EIR, will form the fi-
nal EIR. The final EIR will be
used by the Alameda County
Planning Commission in its
consideration of approval of
the proposed Monte Vista
Memorial ~ Gardens Project.

PROJECT TITLE: Monte Vista
Memorial Gardens Project

PROJECT LOCATION: The
Project would be developed
at 3656 Las Colinas Road,
Livermore, CA in unincor-
porated Alameda  County.
Development of the Project
would occur on approximately
47 acres in the southern por-
tion of the +104-acre parcel
(Assessor's  Parcel Number
099-0015-016-03) just north of
the City of Livermore between
the North Livermore Avenue

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

independentnews.com

and North First Street exits.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Monte Vista Memorial Gar-
dens (MVMG or the “Project’)
is a proposed memorial park
project that would include a fu-
neral home, interment (burial)
areas and associated services,
including a crematorium and
mortuary. MVMG would pro-
vide memorial services for the
Tri-Valley region where there
are over 1,200 deaths per year
with about 750 cremations and
300 burials done locally. The
mission of the MVMG is to
provide services for the final
needs of present and future Tri-
Valley residents. MVMG would
be the first cemetery developed
in Alameda County in over 110
years and would accommodate
the needs of several multi-cul-
tural communities. The ceme-
tery would include an area spe-
cifically designed for the Jewish
community, with appropriate
burial services, practices, and
artwork for Jewish residents.
Project development would
occur in two phases. Once
approved, the Phase | build-
out of the Project would occur
over approximately 5 years.
Phase Il buildout would occur
over approximately 100 years.
Phase Il would be developed
in subphases based on future
demand and other develop-
ment and regulatory factors.
Permitting  would begin for
Phase I following approval of
the CUP from Alameda County.

SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL

EFFECTS:

The project would have signifi-

cant impacts in the following

environmental areas:

e Air Quality (air pollution
from ground disturbing
construction activities)

e Biological Resources
(sensitive species, sea-
sonal wetlands and “other

waters of the United
States”, and local policies.
e Cultural Resources
(cultural  and/or  tribal
cultural resources
and human  remains)
e Geologic, soils and
seismic (earthwork

and  proposed lakes)
e Hydrology and Water Quali-
ty (construction effects, op-
eration of proposed lakes)

PUBLIC REVIEW AND DOCU-
MENT AVAILABILITY:

The 45-day public review pe-
riod for the Draft EIR is from
January 13, 2022 to Febru-
ary 28, 2022. The Draft EIR
will be available for review
at the following locations:

Alameda County Planning
Department

224 W. Winton Avenue,
Room 111

Hayward, CA 94544

Livermore Public Library —
Civic Center

1188 S Livermore Ave
Livermore, CA 94550

And on the County’s website:
https://www.acgov.org/
cda/planning/landuseproj-
ects/currentprojects.htm

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Written comments on
the Draft EIR must be re-
ceived no later than Febru-

MIKE FRACISCO #
(925) 998-8131 el
Fracisco Realty

-
Residential « Commercial * Property Mgmt ‘\ﬁ
R MikeFracisco.com

DRE #01378428

ary 28, 2022 at 4:30 PM.
Please send written comments
to:

Alameda County Planning
Department

224 W. Winton Avenue,
Room 111

Hayward, CA 94544

ATTN: Albert V. Lopez

Planning Director

Please include a return ad-
dress and contact name
with your written comments.
You are also encouraged to
email your comments to al-
bert.lopez@acgov.org  with
“Monte Vista Memorial Gar-
dens EIR” as the subject.

PUBLIC PROCESS: Although
CEQA does not require formal
hearings at any stage of the
environmental review process
(State CEQA Guidelines Sec-
tion 15202[a]), it does encour-
age “wide public involvement,
formal and informal...in order
to receive and evaluate public
reactions to environmental
issues” (State CEQA Guide-
lines Section 15201) and
requires the lead agency to
provide the public with the
opportunity to provide com-
ments. The County, as lead
agency, circulated a Notice of
Preparation (NOP) of an EIR
(SCH # 2020069045) for the
proposed project on June 29,
2020. The NOP was distributed
for a 30-day comment period
that ended on July 29, 2020.
In addition, the County held
a public scoping meeting on
July 20, 2020, to solicit input
on the scope and focus of the
EIR. Comments received on
the NOP and during the public
scoping meeting were consid-
ered in the preparation of the
EIR. Appendix A of the Draft
EIR contains the NOP, and Ap-
pendix B contains written com-
ments received on the NOP.

The Draft EIR incorporates
public and agency responses
to the NOP. Like the NOP, the
Draft EIR is being circulated
for review and comment by
appropriate agencies, as well
as organizations and individu-
als who have requested no-
tification. In accordance with
Section 15205(d) of the State
CEQA Guidelines, the County
has scheduled a 45-day pub-
lic review period for the Draft
EIR, ending on February 28,
2022 at 4:30 p.m. Within that
45-day period, the County
will hold one public hearing
before the Planning Commis-
sion via teleconference and
video conference to request
comments on the Draft EIR,
at the following time and link.

Monday February 7,2022, at 300 pm.
https://us02web.zoom.
Us/j/95946946292

Call-in Number:

(669) 900-9128 or

(346) 248-7799

WEBINAR ID# 95946946292

The meeting will be held
in conformance with the
County’s  Teleconferencing
Guidelines for Planning Pub-
lic Hearings (PDF), at the link
provided or at the Planning
Department webpage below:

http://www.acgov.org/cda/
planning

Following the close of the
public review period for the
Draft EIR, the County will
prepare a final EIR, incorpo-
rating all comments received
during the public comment
period, for consideration by
the Planning Commission, at
a date for which notice shall
be provided. As required by
CEQA (Section 21092.5), the
final EIR, including written
responses to the comments
submitted by public agen-
cies, will be available at least
10 days prior to certification.
The Independent, Legal No. 5072.
Published January 13, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 585342

The following person(s) doing
business as: Blue Zen, 938
Soto Drive, San Lorenzo, CA
94580, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Francisco Antunez, 938 Soto
Drive, San Lorenzo, CA 94580.
This business is conducted
by an Individual. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature  of  Registrant/s/:
Francisco Antunez, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on December 29, 2021. Ex-
pires December 28, 2026.
The | Legal No. 5073
Published January 13, 20, 27,
February 3, 2022.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
(925)426-8656

Tri-Valley

Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue

Our current weekly adop-
tion events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmers Market in
Pleasanton. The location is
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St.
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-

tens at Dublin PetSmart,
6960 Amador Plaza Rd.
Hours: 11lam to  3pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to
see  adoptable  animals,
volunteer opportuni-

ties, and how to donate.

Folow TRI-VALLEY  ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION
Cat & kitten adoptions now
at the new Livermore Petco
on Saturdays from 10:00AM
to 2:30PM. We have many
adorable, tame kittens that
have been tested for FiV &
FELV, altered & vaccinated.
We also have adult cats
& ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT

CDL-A TRUCK DRIVING JOBS
HOME EVERY DAY!

J.B. Hunt is hiring CDL-A

drivers for a local driving

job on our Dedicated fleet.

$96,000 a year + daily home

time. Medical benefits after 30

days of employment, compa-

ny-matched 401(k), paid time

off & more!

Call us at 1-800-723-3169

or visit DriveJBHunt.com

for more infol

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau
before you send money or
fees. Read and understand
any contracts before you
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
CLASSIFIED ADS
go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD
SALES

FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it
Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call
(408)897-3156

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /AN-
NOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California
law requires that contractors
taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or materials)
be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State
law also requires that con-
tractors include their license
numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor's sta-
tus at www.cslb.ca.gov or
(800)321-CSLB  (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs
less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO/
DUPLEX/APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS
TO SHARE

BOAT/RV/RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements  for housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading
Real Estate Professionals & Services

REALTOR®

TO PLACE YOUR AD,
PLEASE CONTACT:

925.243.8010
kim@independentnews.com

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

I:EGRI

DRE#01323804

CalBRE #01256255 / #01741240 /
#01943073 / #01193347

& er
Vel

N www.GreciGroup.com

Dominic Greci
(925) 525-0864

DRE#01707140

THE KRISTY
PEIXOTO TEAM

Luxury homes, Ranches & Land Realtors

(925) 621-1210

TheKiistyPeixotoTeam@gmail.com
TheKristyPeixotoTeam.com

. PREFERRED BROKERS
Wanda Thompson
925.858.9128

8 411 So L St, Suite E, Livermore
CA DRE #00983781 / NMLS#244633

a-\z\Ga

il Hender son

BROKER ASSOCIATE, MPA
COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL

(925) 980-5648

homes@gailhender son.com
www.gailhender son.com

DRE 01709171 S E ren D — |

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

WWW.SANDEEU.COM

® Specializing in
BERKSHIRE | Drysdale  Livermore’s
HATHAWAY | Properties  Finest Homes

CalBRE#00855150

925.518.2142

NICOLE SWEENEY

REALTOR"™

nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com

LEGACY 1686 Second St, Livermore
XY AT CalBRE #01965816

Always There For You

MARTI GILBERT

550 MAIN STREET, PLEASANTON
marti@homesbymarti.com
DRE 01520061

IRONHORSE
REALESTATE

: Linda Newton
= REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

(925) 216-2015

REAL ESTATE

Linda@ElationRE.com
ElationRE.com

V=1V,

DRE #01312631

CHASE ©

NMLS ID: 694685

Michelle Elliott

Senior Home Lending Advisor
925-212-6907 | Fax: 866-378-1616
michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
homeloans.chase.

Mortgage Banking

Serving Livermore and
Danville areas

com/michelle.d.elliott @

LENDER

Call/Text:

Gordon Corsie
Real Estate Broker

Scotsman Realty Group
CA DRE Lic # 0091100

925.202.5497

www.thescotsman.com

§b{'01 SMAN

199%1290- K480

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:

925.243.8010 kim@independentnews.com
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Storyteller to Present Classic Greek Tale on Jan. 16

Six Feet Apart Produc-
tions will present “The Od-
yssey: Belly of the Beast,”
master storyteller Odds

Bodkin’s take on the classic

Greek tale, live on You-

Tube on Sunday, Jan. 16.
Described as a consum-

0dds Bodkins

mate storyteller by The
New York Times, Bodkins
uses his voice to create
heroes, villains, and ani-
mals while playing musical
instruments to create vivid
soundscapes. The 70-min-
ute production of “Belly
of the Beast” opens with
Odysseus, the legendary
Greek warrior-king, inside
the Trojan Horse and long-
ing for his wife and child,
whom he has not seen in
10 years.

Following the conquest
of Troy, Odysseus begins
his journey home, during
which he and his men en-
counter storms, whirlpools,

the six-headed monster
Scylla, the man-eating cy-
clops Polyphemus, and
other dangers.

Tickets for the presenta-
tion are $25 and are avail-
able at sixfeetaparatpro-
ductions.com. The perfor-
mance begins at 4 p.m.

The Pleasanton-based
Six Feet Apart Productions
is an online story-telling
company formed during the
COVID-19 pandemic by
two Bay Area comedians
and mothers, Claire Hen-
nessey and Regina Stoops,
with the goal of turning
shelter-in-place into enter-
tainment-in-place.

Chorale Seeking New Singers

The Valley Concert Chorale is seeking experienced
singers with sight-reading skills and will hold auditions on
Monday, Jan. 17, and Monday, Jan. 24.

Auditions are by appointment only and will include
vocalizing to determine range, reading from one page of a
motet, and a clapping exercise.

Now in its 58th season, the Livermore-based chorale
performs three concerts a season ranging from classical to
contemporary and folk to jazz. Singers will be expected to
commit for the full season. with Monday evening rehears-
als at the First Presbyterian Church of Livermore. The next
concert, "Celebrate the Night: Songs of Dreams, the Moon
and the Stars,” is scheduled for March 12 and 13.

To schedule a 10-minute audition, call 925-866-4003

or text 925-216-7084.

Livermore Wine Foundation Donates
Auction Proceeds to Five Charities

Five children’s charities
received almost $200,000
from the Livermore Valley
Winegrowers Foundation
last month, proceeds from
the 27th annual Livermore
Valley Wine Auction held
in September.

The foundation said
checks totaling $195,575
were presented to the
Shakespeare & Perform-
ing Regional Company
(SPARC); the Child Abuse
Listening, Interviewing,
and Coordination Cen-
ter (CALICO); the Ex-
ceptional Needs Network
(ENN); the Quest Science

Center; and the Reins in
Motion Foundation during
a program at the Wente
Vineyards Tasting Lounge
in Livermore.

The annual fundraising
auction was also held at
Wente Vineyards in Liver-
more.

SPARC received the
largest amount, more than
$85,000, for a new edu-
cational program for Tri-
Valley seventh graders.

Brandi Addington, auc-
tion manager for the foun-
dation, declined to say how
much each of the other four
charities received.

Local Singer-Songwriter Eve
Marie Shahoian to Perform

Singer-songwriter Eve
Marie Shahoian, a Bay
Area native, will perform
live at the Firehouse Arts
Center in Pleasanton on
Saturday, Jan. 29.

Shahoian, who grew
up in Oakland, has been
performing since she was
a child, appearing solo on
“The Tonight Show with
Johnny Carson” in 1980,
when she was just 9 years
old. She performed with
the Oakland Symphony as
a teen and has continued to
perform and teach music in
the San Francisco area.

She recently debuted
her show, “Take Me to the
World,” a compilation of
songs from the musical the-
ater genre, jazz standards
and newly released original

music, at the New York
cabaret, Don’t Tell Mama.

Tickets for the 7 p.m.
performance at the Fire-
house Theater, 4444 Rail-

Marie Shahoian

road Ave., are $20 to $30,
and are available at fire-
housearts.org.

The Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter is owned and operated
by the city of Pleasanton.

Rotary Accepting Grant Proposals

The Pleasanton Rotary
Foundation is now accept-
ing applications from local
organizations for its 2022
community grant program.

The club said proposals
would be reviewed based on
the potential lasting impact
on the community, the level
of involvement with Rotary,

Paid Political Advertisement

and the relationship to the
club’s mission of serving the
human service needs of the
community.

Applications and guide-
lines are available at pleas-
antonrotary.org. Applications
must be emailed to founda-
tion@pleasantonrotary.org by
5 p.m., on Monday, Jan. 31.

sCAPE

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION FOR PRESCHOOL EDUCATION

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT WITHIN
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
IN LIVERMORE OR HAYWARD?

CAPE, Inc. is currently looking for
Early Childhood Professionals.

Seeking Individuals With: ~ CAPE, Inc. Offers:
* Minimum Associate Permit * Competitive Wages/Benefits
* AA Degree or Higher * Quality Programs

* Experience Working with ECE « Reimbursement Program for
Continuing Education

For More Information Please Contact:
CAPE, Inc. Human Resources
E-Mail: HR@capeheadstart.org Website: www.capeheadstart.org

vCAPE

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION FOR PRESCHOOL EDUCATION

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR FREE OR LOW-COST
PRESCHOOL AND/OR CHILDCARE
FOR CHILDREN AGES 12 Months TO 5 Years?

CAPE, Inc.
MAY BE THE PROGRAM FOR YOU!!
Give your child a HEAD START with:

eQuality opportunities to support school readiness!
eFamily support services including parent education!
eHealth and development screenings and assessments!
eDisability and mental wellness support for families!

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS!
For more information, please contact:

COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION ONLINE
HTTPS://WWW.SURVEYMONKEY.COM/R/CAPEAPP

$39 Exam; X-Ray,

& CLEANING!
-AswFor Derans:

by Desiyn
(323) 443-4182

RICHARD D. HOWES, D.D.S.

www.smilesbydesigninlivermore.com
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*Mayor/Council refuse to acknowledge citizens’ concerns
*Citizens wanted open green-space by 4-1.

*Veterans Park has shrunk to .70 acre due to the 38,000 sq foot of
Eden housing buildings and their PRIVATE open space requirements.

*Veteran's park becomes Eden’s residents yard vs. community park?

*Eden project requires 231 parking spots but only has 117 underground
parking spots. The Proposed 15M cost was reduced by 6.5 M as the
other 114 parking spots needed by Eden tenants will take up spots in
the COMMUNITY %L Street® parking garage paid for by us taxpayers!

*Between the Eden project/Legacy project there is an additional 700+
cars coming/going downtown daily, clogging access downtown.

*Eden’s project fails to meet the city’s low income housing requirement
by 105 units. Why do it here since another site is still needed?

BE
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JOIN OUR RALLY!
LET YOUR VOICE

Saturday, January 15,

am-1 pm

Eden site Downtown

PAID FOR BY MAKING A BETTER LIVERMORE




