Thursday,
JUNE 2, 2022
VOLUME LIX, NUMBER 22

 Indlependent

Your Local News Source Since 1963

SERVING DUBLIN, LIVERMORE, PLEASANTON, SUNOL

Aramis Project
Judge Rules
In Favor of
Solar Plan

By Larry Altman

REGIONAL — An Alam-
eda County Superior Court
judge on Tuesday officially
denied a request to overturn
the county’s approval of the
347-acre Aramis solar ener-
gy farm in North Livermore
Valley, a court website said.
Judge Evelio Grillo is-
sued his decision Tuesday
afternoon, denying “Petition
for Writ of Mandate.” The
full statement is pending.
Attorneys for the petition-
ers— Save North Livermore
Valley (SNLV), the Ohlone
Audubon Society and the
Friends of Open Space and
Vineyards organizations —
and a lawyer representing
the county and Intersect
Power, were not immedi-
ately available to discuss the
ruling at press time. Steven
Selna, one of the petition-
ers’ attorneys, said he had
received notification of the
judge’s decision, but had not

(See SOLAR, page 10)

LLNL Warning

Deterrence
Is No Longer
Guaranteed

By Jeff Garberson

For decades, it has been
commonly assumed that U.S.
interests are secure because
the overwhelming power of
American military forces
deters major aggression.

Increasingly, analysts are
questioning that assumption,
spurred in large part by Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The long European peace
that followed World War Il
seems to have come toanend,
they realize, and complacent
assumptions about security
no longer suffice. The U.S.
military and its NATO allies
might actually be put to the
test if Russia’s armies attack
other parts of Europe.

To a prominent analyst
at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory, Russia’s
military challenge and ques-

(See DETERRENCE, page 2)

American Legion Post 237 and VFW Post 6298 color guards presented the colors
during a Memorial Day observance at the Pleasanton Senior Center on Monday, May
30. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

PUSD Continues with Bond Measure

By David Jen

PLEASANTON — The
school board unanimously
voted on May 19 to move
forward with a facilities-
improvements bond mea-
sure to be put on the No-
vember ballot despite elec-
tion time constraints.
“Costs will increase and

Assistant Superintendent
Ahmad Sheikholeslami.
“I think we have a story to
tell and we have a pathway.
Although that might be
challenging, we need to
move forward.”

The Pleasanton Unified
School District (PUSD)
identified $856 million
in facilities improvement

I think we have a story to tell and we
have a pathway. Although that might be

challenging, we need to move forward.”
—Ahmad Sheikholeslami, PUSD Assistant Superintendent

the problems will increase
with our facilities,” said

needs in 2016 and success-
fully passed a bond mea-

sure for $270 million that
same year. However, this
year’s potential measure
would follow another, less
successful, PUSD measure
for $393 million that re-
ceived only 52.4% of voter
support in March 2020, just
shy of the 55% threshold
required to pass.

According to an April
survey conducted by Clif-
ford Moss, a bond consult-
ing firm, the community
has expressed tepid support
for this year’s measure. The
survey reported 54% in
favor with a 4.9% sampling
error.

“While a majority of
voters do feel the district
has the need for additional

(See PUSD, page 8)

Commission OK's Updated Hotel Plan

LIVERMORE —The Liver-
more Planning Commission
on May 24, unanimously
approved an updated plan
to develop a four-story, 133-
unit hotel with nearby valet
parking in the city’s down-
town core.

On a 5-0 vote, the com-
missioners determined the
plan for the hotel on the
southeast corner of Railroad
and South Livermore ave-
nues met the requirements of
the city’s Downtown Specif-
ic Plan (DSP) environmental
impact reports, followed its
architectural design and was
exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA).

“As has been said before,
we don't decide whether
something should be built;
we decide whether some-
thing can be built, whether
it follows the guidelines,”
Planning Commission Chair
Steven Dunbar said.

“I think it's going to be a
great development, but I also
think generically, it meets
all the regulations and that's
what we're here to do.”

Although favoring a
downtown hotel project,
Save Livermore Downtown,
a community organization,
raised the point that the ho-
tel’s planned valet parking
site on the corner of K Street
and Railroad Avenue is not

consistent with the DSP. The
group encouraged the panel
to postpone its approval “un-
til suitably located parking is
identified.”

“SLD continues to sup-
port the development of a
hotel in downtown Liver-
more and recognizes that
the city and its voters real-
ize the benefits the hotel
will bring to downtown
Livermore,” SLD attorney
Winston Stromberg wrote
in a letter to the commission.
“However, SLD remains
concerned by the fact that
the project’s use of the 2080
Railroad Ave. parcel for off-
site parking is inconsistent

(See HOTEL, page 8)

Rodman Martin appeared on Wheel of Fortune on May
18. The Pleasanton resident and attorney won cash

and a trip to Cozumel, Mexico for a total prize value of

$28,000. (Photo - Carol Kaelson/Wheel of Fortune®/© 2022 Califon

Productions, Inc. ARR.)

PETS OF THE WEEK

BAKLAVA

Baklava, the beautiful bulldog, is a bighearted
boy ready for his forever bond. He’ll bark
briefly for attention, and brace yourself for
babbling, bold snores. Benevolent with other
dog buddies, Baklava is the very best boy. Learn
more about Baklava and other dogs and cats at
valleyhumane.org. Email info@valleyhumane.
org to start the adoption application process.

(Photo - Valley Humane Society)

Pleasanton Man Spins
The Wheel of Fortune

By Dawnmarie Fehr

PLEASANTON — Local
attorney Rodman Martin
played the odds on Wheel of
Fortune last week and came
away a winner.

During his May 18 ap-
pearance, Martin won cash
and a trip to Cozumel, Mex-
ico for a total prize value
of $28,000. According to
the 40-year-old, the experi-
ence was fun, but solving
puzzles under the studio
lights with an audience is
vastly different from the
home experience.

“I think it’s harder than
when you are at home,” said
Martin, an Amador Valley
High School graduate who
lives in Pleasanton with his
wife, Katie. “What | didn’t
appreciate going into it was
all the work as a contestant —
you actually have to spin the
wheel, say the right letter
and try to solve the puzzle,
but at home, you just sit
there and work off of other

people. (In-person) makes
it a little more challenging,
and the pace is fast.”

Martin won the main
game and made it to the
bonus round. He enjoyed
meeting Pat Sajak and Van-
na White, noting the pair
were friendly and profes-
sional.

A longtime fan of the
show, Martin’s grandmother
always watched it in the
evenings, followed by Jeop-
ardy! to make for an hour
of game shows after dinner.
During the initial months
of the pandemic, Wheel
of Fortune was one of the
games Martin downloaded
to his phone and began
playing often. When his
wife suggested he go on
the show, he looked up the
process and submitted his
application in February of
last year.

According to Wheel of
Fortune spokesperson Cas-
sandra Flores, anyone who

(See WHEEL, page 8)

Referendum Filed
So Future Council
Can Relocate Eden

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — A Liver-
more resident has filed a
referendum with the goal
to ensure future city coun-
cil members will have the
ability to relocate the Eden
Housing project.

Barry Fadem of Fadem
& Associates LLC law firm
initiated the referendum
process on May 27 on be-
half of Richard Ryon, who
stated in a press release that
Livermore residents have
lost confidence in the current
city council.

The action follows the
council’s May 24 decision
to amend the city’s disposi-
tion, development and loan
agreement with Eden Hous-
ing, whose project to build
130 affordable housing units
on the southeastern corner of
Railroad Avenue and South

L Street was approved by
the council last year. Since
then, the community group
Save Livermore Downtown
(SLD) has filed a lawsuit
questioning the legality of
certain project elements.

Ryon wrote, “Instead of
listening to the majority of
its constituents who favor
a different location for the
Eden Housing project, the
council has voted to approve
an extensive revision to the
disposition, development
and loan agreement that will
allow the city to transfer the
property at Railroad Avenue
and L Street to Eden Hous-
ing by this September.”

He continued, “The city
is allowing Eden to acquire
the land before Eden has se-
cured the bulk of its financ-
ing for its project and before
the lawsuit challenging last

(See EDEN, page 10)

Sewage Line Extension
Going To the Ballot Box

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — On May
23, the city council di-
rected planners to continue
preparing a ballot measure
that would require voter
approval to extend the mu-
nicipal sewage system to
South Livermore Valley
vineyards.

Proposed about six
months ago by the Tri-
Valley Conservancy (TVC),
the underground sewer
would extend beyond the
city’s boundaries, primar-
ily along Tesla Road, to the
area’s wineries. The sewer
system would protect the
groundwater endangered

by residential and winery
visitor septic systems, as
well as livestock.

“It will not spur any un-
foreseen growth in the city
or its sphere of influence,”
said Lori Souza, a longtime
TVC board member. “It
would serve existing and
already permitted uses to
achieve the vision of the
South Livermore Valley
Area Plan (SLVAP) plan in
full conformance with Al-
ameda County Measure D.”

As it stands now, the ini-
tiative would ask voters to
amend the South Livermore
Urban Growth Boundary in
the city’s general plan to al-

low  (see SEWER, page 10)

Affordable Housing Funds
Tagged for Rehab Center

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — The city
council will loan up to $2.4
million in affordable housing
funds to a local organiza-
tion to purchase land which
will be developed into a
substance abuse disorder
and medication treatment
facility.

The 5-0 action during
the council’s May 23 meet-
ing will enable the Housing
Consortium of the East Bay
(HCEB) to buy the Victory
Baptist Church property at
Walnut Street and Junction
Avenue to create the Tri-
Valley’s only inpatient drug
and alcohol treatment center
for the homeless.

“It’s going to be a won-
derful addition to the city's
contribution to working on
those most in need and some
of our lower income folks,
unsheltered, that need help
with drug addiction,” City
Councilman Bob Carling
said. “This is something that
the east side of the county
has been lacking for quite
a while.”

According to city reports,
the need for such a facility
was discussed in January by
the council’s subcommittee
on homelessness, where they
brainstormed medium and
long-term solutions to the
homeless problem.

The committee also asked
the city’s staff to work with
Alameda County Behavioral
Health to address the lack of
substance and medication

abuse treatment services in
the Tri-Valley. Without this
service, they concluded, it
would be , t difficult to help
the homeless population.

The closest inpatient so-
briety and detox center is
located in Cherry Hill, an
82-bed center in San Lean-
dro. The city said homeless
liaison officers and advo-
cates often take people to the
center, only to find it has no
space for them.

In addition, Axis Com-
munity Health and Bay Area
Community Health provide
the only drug treatment ser-
vices for low income resi-
dents in the Tri-Valley. Both
programs are currently full,
with 50 people on a wait-
ing list.

The short-term loan will
enable the HCEB to spend
$2.1 million to purchase the
property and $300,000 for
other expenses, including
architectural design.

The property’s owner
has already negotiated a
sale agreement with HCEB,
which will hold the site until
it can identify a nonprofit
service provider to develop,
own and manage the site.
The church site includes a
main sanctuary and a modu-
lar office on 16,500-square-
fee. Although in a residential
neighborhood, the site has no
adjacent neighbors.

City community devel-
opment staff determined
the property to be a good
candidate for a treat-

(See CENTER, page 8)
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Get Ready for Tuesday Tunes in Livermore Plaza

“Tuesday Tunes” is set
to return after a two-year
Covid-19 hiatus.

The Shea Homes Stage
in the Livermore Plaza
adjacent to the Bankhead
Theater will be alive with
music at 6:45 p.m., from
June 14 through Aug. 16,
as the Livermore Cultural
Arts Council opens its free,
10-concert, family-friendly
series with “Dirty Cello.”

From Iceland to Italy,
and across America, Bay
Area based “Dirty Cello”
brings a high energy and

unique spin on blues, rock,
and Americana. Rebecca
Roudman plays cross-over
cello like you’ve never
heard before. From down
home blues and rock with
a wailing cello, to virtuosic
stompin’ Americana, the
band gets hearts thumping
and toes tapping.

Shea Homes is a ma-
jor sponsor of this series.
Additional funding comes
from Fremont Bank, Las
Positas College Foundation,
Uncle Credit Union, Uncle
Yu’s at the Vineyards, The

Independent, and Joan and
Lynn Seppala.

On June 21, the series
features local jazz favorite
“Matt Finders and Friends”
and “Element 116.” Other
popular bands returning are
“LunaFish,” playing 60s
and 70s rock, and “Audio
[llusion,” with classic rock,
pop, blues from the 50s
and forward. New bands
include “Jean Fineberg and
JAZZphoria,” swing and
blues to funk; “The Chris
Bradley Band,” traditional
New Orleans jazz; “The

Blue House Band,” acoustic
rock; “Dustbowl Travel-
ers,” Americana, folk, and
bluegrass; “Frankie Bones
Project,” country, folk, and
rock with ukulele; and “The
Hurricane Band,” classic
rock and R&B.

This series has some-
thing for everyone. A sched-
ule and details about each
band can be found at www.
Icac.org and in Facebook
postings by LCAC. City
municipal codes restricts
alcohol consumption in
public places.

The Shea Homes Stage in the Livermore Plaza will come alive with music from June 14 through Aug. 16 as part
of the Livermore Cultural Arts Council’s 10-concert, family-friendly series. The June 14 performance kicks off the
season with “Dirty Cello.” (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

DETERRENCE

(Continued from first page)

tions about deterrence come
as no surprise.

The analyst is Brad Rob-
erts, the highly regarded
director of the Center for
Global Security Research, an
LLNL think tank.

Roberts has been warning
for years that Russia, China
and North Korea see the U.S.
as an adversary to be con-
quered, not merely a political
and economic competitor.

In 2017, Roberts told a
Livermore audience that Rus-
sia, China and North Korea
“are clearly focused on sub-
duing us and separating our
allies from us in peacetime.”

Now, five years later, all
three adversaries have gained
steadily in military capabil-
ity while the U.S. has only
started to face the geopoliti-
cal danger and modernize its
military.

Last month, speaking to
an LLNL audience, he said
that the leaders of the three
countries have been frank
about their ambitions and
intentions.

Coasting

His fundamental concern
is that Russia, China and
North Korea have been work-
ing all-out to catch up to and
surpass the U.S., which until
recently has been coasting,
acting as if its military lead
is insurmountable.

His LLNL talk isavailable
online. In speaking to the
Laboratory audience, and in
asubsequent telephone inter-
view, Roberts stressed that
his views are personal and
do notreflect any institutional
position.

In his talk, he pointed out
that in 2014, as Russia seized
Crimea, Russian President
Vladimir Putin denounced
“western strategy” as “en-
circlement and containment
aimed at keeping Russia
weak and denying it its right-
ful place in the world.”

More recently, in March
of this year, shortly before the
invasion of Ukraine, Putin’s
foreign ministry threatened
that if the U.S. and the west
don’t back away from Rus-
sian borders, Russia would
be forced to “implement
military/technical measures.”

Similarly, while China is
building up nuclear forces,
Chinese President Xi Jinping
has said that he is committed
to a “significant increase in
strategic capabilities, in order
to ready China to be at the
center of the world stage in
the dominant position.”

North Korea is a third
potential adversary with its
nuclear weapons, missile
development program and
hostility to the U.S. and the
west.

Just last month, Roberts
said, North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un declared that
while the primary mission of
North Korean nuclear forces
is deterring attack, those
forces must be also prepared
for other uses if undesirable
situations arise.

All three countries have
“theories of victory” that
explain in detail how they
can prevail over the U.S.,
Roberts said.

In the interview, he said
that in the years following
9/11, the U.S. was “heavily
focused on the war on terror,
and appropriately so.”

At the same time, Rus-
sia, China, and North Korea
“were heavily focused on
us as their main threat. We
couldn’t see ourselves as
threats to them, so we didn’t
really pay attention.”

The Way of Democracy

“It’s the way of American
democracy, and of democ-
racy generally, that we are
really good at ignoring hard
problems until we just can’t
ignore them anymore,” he
added.

Roberts has both practical
and academic experience.

From 2009 to 2013, he
served as deputy assistant
secretary of defense for nu-
clear and missile defense
policy. He played a leading
role in creating the Obama
Administration’s Nuclear
Posture Review, the docu-
ment that provides an over-
view of U.S. nuclear deter-
rent strategy.

He then moved to Stan-
ford University’s Center for
International Security and
Cooperation as a William
Perry Fellow before coming
to LLNL in 2015 to head the
CGSR.

To open his LLNL talk, he
summarized impressions of
a recent, month-long trip to
major international defense
centers in Europe and the
U.S. From the headquarters
of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization in Brussels to
London to Paris, he found
common concerns.

“Everywhere | went,
people were feeling under
intense, new forms of pres-
sure about the effectiveness
of deterrence and, frankly,
also the reliability of the
United States,” he said.

Nervous allies won-
dered whether the history of
“America’s trajectory” will
show that Donald Trump or
Joe Biden was the presiden-
tial “aberration.”

If Trump turns out to be
the aberration, then the U.S.
will continue its traditional,
strong support for alliances
like NATO which, in turn,
enhance American security
and support American values.

He did not try to detail
the consequences if Biden
turns out to be the aberration
and future U.S. adminis-
trations refuse to support
traditional allies, but “it eats
away at their gut as they face
these new nuclear threats that
there's a big question about
American commitment to
them.”

Our '9/11'

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine has awakened much
of the world, he said. In

Washington and elsewhere,
it is common to call the in-
vasion “our 9/11,” revealing
to this generation the harsh
realities of military threat to
the world order.

Roberts points out a fur-
ther reality that may surprise
some in the west: Russian
military doctrine allows low
level nuclear attack to gain
advantage in a regional war.

While the common west-
ern view is that even a small
nuclear exchange is unac-
ceptably dangerous, likely to
tip the world into civilization-
destroying Armageddon,
Russian military planners
think otherwise.

They believe a very lim-
ited nuclear strike can “sober
but not enrage” the enemy —
convince it to back off from
a fight in recognition of Rus-
sia’s greater determination,
Roberts said.

Five years ago, as part of
Livermore’s Rae Dorough
Speaker Series, Georgetown
University diplomacy profes-
sor Robert Gallucci described
this doctrine as “escalate-
deescalate”: a small strike
against the U.S. mainland
if Russian troops are being
defeated on Russia’s own
border.

“Don’t think just Ukraine,
don’t think just the Baltics...
think lowa” as the place that
the Russian might hit with a
nuclear weapon to cow the
U.S. into backing off, he said.

Since Russia’s “theory
of victory” holds that the
U.S. or other opponents will
back away once it recognizes
Russia’s determination, in
Roberts’s opinion, the ap-
propriate response has been
to undermine their theory by
doing the opposite — by not
backing down.

While he did not specify
exact steps, he said in the in-
terview that the “first princi-
ple” of responding to Russian
aggression is that “actions
speak louder than words.

“Our actions in support of
Ukraine are an essential first
building block,” he went on
to say.

We must join with al-
lies “to strengthen the re-
gional security architectures
to which Russia, China and
North Korea so strongly
object and seek to destroy.”

He believes we must de-
cide whether we want to be
international leaders in these
efforts, an apparent reference
to the Trump Administra-
tion’s disdain for treaties that
the U.S. has traditionally led.

He is encouraged not only
by efforts towards modern-
izing the U.S. military but
at signs of Congressional
bipartisanship on defense at
a time when so many other
initiatives are blocked by
political divisions.

Members of both parties
have commented that the
Russian invasion of Ukraine
has “changed in a funda-
mental way our perception
of what is happening inter-

nationally and what America
should be doing now,” he
said.

In particular, a new, bi-
partisan Strategic Posture
Commission has been created
by to conduct a threat assess-
mentand review U.S. nuclear
weapons policy and strategy.

The commission has 12
members, appointed in equal
numbers by Democratic and
Republican members of the
Senate and House Armed
Services Committees.

Among other commission
members is former LLNL
employee, Lisa Gordon-
Hagerty, who served for two
years as head of the National
Nuclear Security Administra-
tion. NNSA is the federal
agency responsible for the
nuclear weapons labs like
LLNL and Sandia.

Linda Diaz Futral
Broker/Realtor

_ 925.980.3561
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4248 Mairmont Drive Pleasanton
3Bed, 2 Bath, "1439 Sq Ft
Pristine both inside and out!
So many upgrades and special
touches you must come see it.
Open Sunday 12-4pm! $1,500,000

COMING SOON

Nicole Sweeney
Realtor
925.518.2142

8 nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com

919 IgIRANDAWAY 2LIVERMORE Alwoays There For You
Bedroom ° 2 Bath _

1140 Sq Ft+ 6,000SqFtLot [R7T] riariorit:

Offered At $998,000 & ASSOCIATES

JUST LISTED
_TEMPO BEAUTY

Nicole Sweeney
Realtor
925.518.2142

150 TURQUOISE WAY LIVERMORE ™" or 7orssss1s
4 Bedroom ° 2 Bath Always There For You
1,511SqFt* 7500 Sq FtLot
Completely Remodeled 2017 % LEGACY
Open House Sat June 4th 1PMto 4 PM "‘ oo
Offered At $1,249,000

i KEYPOIN'T

CREDIT UNION

We’re hiring Loan officers
for the Tri-Valley
eTop Commissions
e(Great Rates
eAggresive Jumbo Portfolio
Programs

n Scan here for more informatiom

MANTECA Country Home that sits on a large unique lot featuring a salt water
pool, bbq area, tree house, chicken coop, raised garden boxes and if you like
they will leave the “She Shed” horse trailer currently used as an office and
guest area. The side yard access leads to RV/Boat parking. (side yard both
have “Full Hookups™) The solar on this home is leased. Close to great schools,
shopping-near Great Wolf Lodge and Big Leaque Dreams Sports Park.

5135 E. Peach Ave Manteca, CA
Sales Price $711,000.00

: WANDA THOMPSON

\ ™ CA DRE# 00983781 | NMLS#244633

& | 411 So L St, Suite E, Livermore, CA
925.858.9128

" S . — T Al

“Geronrunmy REALTOR® n

The majority of

Americans who reach
age 65 will need some
type of long-term care
during their lifetime.
Protect your family's
future, call me today for
your free no-obligation
review of long term care
insurance available to

you!

Z(cem,sa 05 F2328

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
2020 Fourth Street, Livermore
(925) 447-2565 ext. 2200
mike@genemorganinsurance.com
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The public is invited to
view the winning paintings
in this year’s Paint Liver-
more plein air competi-
tion from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.,
Sunday, June 5, at Carnegie
Park, 2155 Third St.

Painters will have their
easels set up around Liver-
more for the annual outdoor

event sponsored by the
Livermore Art Association
on Friday and Saturday.
More than 50 artists from
Northern California com-
peted last year.

The judging will also
be announced, and paint-
ings of the city’s historic
buildings, vineyards, and

Annual Paint Livermore Competition to Be Held this Weekend

natural environment will For more information,
be on sale, at Carnegie Park  visit livermoreartassocia-
on Sunday. tion.org.

Valley Dance Theatre celebrated its 40th anniversary at the
Bankhead Theater in Livermore on May 28 and 29. Dancers
above are shown perfoming “Paquita.” [See photo gallery at
www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Ukrainian Music Benefit June 19

International concert pianist Tamriko Siprash-
vili and the Inspire Music Academy faculty are
hosting an event to support the people of Ukraine
on Sunday, June 19 at 5 p.m.

The benefit concert will be held at the Fire-
house Arts Center, 444 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton and will support the people of Ukraine. All
proceeds will go to the International Red Cross
Ukraine Humanitarian Relief effort.

For more information, visit www.inspiremu-
sicacademy.com/ukraine or call 925-461-3266.

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms
4370 +/- Sq. Ft. — 12,350 +/- Sq. Ft. Lot
3076Talinga.com-Offered at $2,750,000
OPEN HOUSE THURS. JUNE 2ND 3 - 6PM

SAT JUNE 4TH & SUN JUNE 5TH 12 NOON — 5PM
p——

925.784.7979

Me LeslieFaught.com

FAUGHT SellingeastBayHomes.com
REALTOR®, CRS, SRES® DRE01027778

C @ M P a S S 2018 Bay East Association REALTOR™ of the Year

“I'll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy”

Teen Collects Shoes for Those in Need

2525 Steffeeld Drive—So Livermone

By Dawnmarie Fehr

Foothill High School ju-
nior Christopher Lee was
recently recognized by Pleas-
anton Mayor Karla Brown
for hiswork in organizing an
ongoing shoe drive.

Begun in 2020, the shoe
drive was a way to marry his
community service interests
and his passion for tennis.

“In my freshman year, |
was required to do volunteer
work and had trouble finding
opportunities between tennis
practice and homework,”
said 17-year-old Christo-
pher. “I discovered that |
could volunteer from home
by collecting and shipping
shoes, especially since | went
through so many per year.”

collecting the used balls and
sending them to Recycle-
Balls, which utilizes them
to create tennis court and
playground materials and
equestrian tracks. He also
collected old tennis rackets
and sent them to EPATT for
underprivileged students to
learn to play tennis.

Jill Buck is the founder
and CEO of Pleasanton-
based Go Green Initiative,
a nonprofit dedicated to
promoting environmental
health, safety and sustain-
ability in schools. She has
worked with Christopher
during his high school ca-
reer and said his initiative is
impressive.

“One of the things | know
about him is he’s always

pressed similar sentiments
about Christopher’s drive.
He is helping Christopher
gather old rackets and ten-
nis balls and noted tennis
ball repurposing has come a
long way.

“With tennis balls, people
use them once or twice, and
then they go into a landfill,”
Patton said. “Now they are
developing tennis courts us-
ing ground up tennis balls or
reproducing tennis balls, and
it’s a whole lot better than
dumping them into a land
fill and polluting the earth.
And people don’t know what
to do with old tennis rackets
... S0 people recycle their
rackets here and I fix them up
a little bit ... it’s for a good
cause.”

Christopher continues to
work on his positive impact
on the environment and com-
munity, hoping to inspire
his fellow students to do the
same.

“l think I achieved my
goals, but I think more can be
done,” he said. “My original
intention in creating the shoe
and tennis ball drive was to
inspire kids of all ages with
community service and vol-
unteerism. That was my hope
creating this kind of drive
and my hope was to get more
people involved to have a
greater impact, so it is my
hope that I inspired students
and Kids to create their own
community service drives to

Patti Smylie
925.487.2080 call or text

Custom Farmhouse ¢ Four Bedrooms
Three & One Half Baths e First Floor Primary Suite
Massive Bonus Room e Three Car Garage
1/3 of an Acre Private Lot ¢ Wrap Around Porches

Realtor, CRS
SeeMe@PattiSmylie.com
CA DRE# 01387257
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TOM WONG
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Since 2020, Foothill High School junior Christopher Lee
has been collecting used shoes and tennis equipment for

donation to various organizations that assist those in need.
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

have their own community
impact.”

Rick’s World of Tennis
is located at 40067 Mission
Blvd., Fremont. For more
information, call 510-656-
3821.

Donations to Soles4Souls

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE,
DISTRICT 14
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Christopher said he goes
through multiple pairs of
shoes each year as a tennis
player. What he discard-
ed was still very usable by
someone not playing tennis,
so he looked for ways to keep
his shoes out of landfills.
He began donating them to
Soles4Souls and hoped to
spread his message of com-
munity service.

“l wanted to share and
continue this activity so that
other students can help the
environment, community
and society,” said Christo-
pher. “I expanded the shoe
drive by partnering with the
nonprofit Go Green Initiative
to get students community
service hours and a financial
prize.”

Over the three years he
has run the shoe drive, Chris-
topher has collected 2,239
pairs of shoes. He set collec-
tion bins up at the Ruby Hill
Tennis Club and at Rick’s
World of Tennis, a tennis
shop in Fremont. Through
the bins and a social me-
dia campaign, Christopher
spread the word about the
work he was doing. He ob-
tained a corporate sponsor-
ship from Workday, securing
$27,000 in grants to Soles-
4Souls, East Palo Alto Tennis
and Tutoring (EPATT), Go
Green Initiative, the Liver-
more Homeless Refuge,
Foothill High School and
Razom for Ukraine. He also
began collecting used ten-
nis balls and old rackets to
donate.

Since most tennis play-
ers only use tennis balls
one to two times, they can
quickly create large amounts
of waste. Christopher began

can be made at www.soles-
4souls.org.

Reed
Plumbing
Company

Livermore, CA
(925) 371-5671

davidreed@dareedplumbing.com
LIC #601931

looking for more, what more
he can do to be helpful,
so | really appreciate the
gumption and initiative he
has shown throughout the
last three years of this shoe
drive,” said Buck. “He read
about the impact of send-
ing shoes to a landfill and
the possibility of creating
another life for those shoes
and that’s the kind of leader
we need and I’m really proud
of him.”

Rick Patton, owner of
Rick’s World of Tennis, ex-

TOM WONG

STEVE IYER

LIVES & VOTES IN THE DISTRICT
Hayward and Alameda County

LIVES & VOTES OUTSIDE DISTRICT
San Ramon and Contra Costa County

Courage and conviction to run for
public office based on Free Will

Recruited to run by Alameda GOP clique

Local business owner and community
leader

Jetsetting corporate globalist

Livermore High, June 16-19
Seating Is Limited. Order Your Tickets Today!

Purchase tickets today at:
cyttrivalley.org/shows

Based on the DreamWorks Animation Motion
Picture and the book by William Steig

Book and Lyrics by David Lindsay-Abaire
Music by Jeanine Tesori

Originally produced on Broadway by
DreamWorks Theatricals and
Neal Street Production
Shrek The Musical is presented through special arrangement with

Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials
are also supplied by MTI. (www.mtishows.com).

Former Democrat

Banned from party after exposing SF
election fraud and corruption

2015 - Registered Republican
Apr. 2022 - Endorsed by San Mateo GOP
Voted in 2020 presidential election

Flip flopped between parties in the
past 8 years

Jan. 2022 - Switched party to Republican

Party endorsements under cloud of
alleged rule violations and mystery

Did not vote in 2020 presidential election

Small business owner, built everything
he has through hard work, value, and
providing quality services

International renewables executive
Former Director, Enron International

Grassroots, public forum, one-on-one,
door-to-door, face-to-face campaign

Internet campaign

® Rescue the economy with a Tax Holiday

* Keep politics out of schools. Reim-
burse STEM and trade class tuition

e Use innovative crime capture techniques

o Build first clean water facilities in 60
years

* No penalties and interest on back
taxes owed by individuals

e Laws should govern the government,
not the People

* Not Pro American - Move US corporation
manufacturing jobs in Asia to
Central America and Mexico for
cheap labor

¢ Pro mining of hazardous rare earth
minerals in the US

e Unrealistic crime solutions

e Supports teaching CRT with parental
consent

e Supports law discriminating against
boys and men

WILL WIN - stands up for the People,
not the party or special interests

tomwong2022.com

WILL LOSE - superficial solutions; supports
special interests and big corporations

info@tomwong2022.com

Paid for by Tom Wong for Congress 2022
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Zone 7 Board Members Will Determine the Future of Our Water Supply

During the next few
years, key issues for
Zone 7’s Water Agen-
cy Board of Directors
will involve managing
the drought, deciding
whether to mandate
increased water ration-
ing, and determining
whether to continue
support for the state’s
scaled-down Delta
Conveyance project.

The infrastructure
project — now one
tunnel instead of two
— would take mas-
sive quantities of water
rushing from the Sierra
Nevada through the
Sacramento River and
divert them from their
natural flow into the
San Francisco Bay-
Delta Estuary, so that
they can be used by
27 million residents
and 750,000 acres of
farmland from the Tri-
Valley to San Diego.

Supporters believe
a single tunnel will
keep farm chemicals
from entering the Delta
water and provide a
more reliable pumping
schedule when endan-
gered plants and fish
species are at risk.

However, many
conservationists, tribal
leaders, recreational
and commercial fish-
ermen, environmen-
tal justice advocates,
boaters, Delta busi-
ness owners and elect-
ed leaders oppose the
project. Opponents say
reductions in freshwa-
ter flow will increase
salt along the San Joa-
quin and Sacramento
rivers, posing danger
to fish, vegetation, and
soil. In addition, oppo-
nents note the project
could lead to harmful
algae blooms, increase
flow of pesticides and
natural occurring sele-
nium from agricultural
areas through the San
Joaquin River, and stir
up methyl mercury in
sediment, all of which
can harm fish.

Restore the Delta
— an advocate of the
Delta’s estuary and
lower income cities in
eastern Contra Costa
County that would be
locally impacted by the
project — noted that
the reductionto asingle
tunnel would move the
project east into these
environmental justice
communities, a term
referring to communi-
ties most impacted by

A May 24 petition filed
by a coalition of Cali-
fornia Native American
tribes and Delta-based
environmental justice
organizations called
on the California State
Water Resources Board
to update and enforce
its Bay-Delta Plan to
ensure the participa-
tion of tribes and other
impacted communities.
The petition addressed
the state’s racist past,
which connects to cur-
rent water rights prac-
tices.

“The threats to tribal
species, tribal and pub-
lic trust resources, and
public health are rooted
in a continuation of
California’s discrimi-
natory water manage-
ment history, from how
water rights were es-
tablished through the
taking of tribal lands
and the exclusion of
communities of color
from Delta access and
decision-making,” the
petition stated.

About 70% of the
Tri-Valley’s water sup-
ply comes through the
Delta under a contract
between Zone 7 and the
California Department
of Water Resources.

Seven people serve
on the Zone 7 board.
Four seats are on the
June 7 ballot with five
candidates to choose
from. Voters pick their
top four.

Two of the three
board members seek-
ing another term —
Dennis Gambs and
Sarah Palmer — have
joined in the major-
ity’s two 5-2 votes to
authorize Zone 7’s
2.2% share to fund the
massive project’s $340
million planning costs,
including $2.8 million
for 2021-2022, and
another $4.75 million
through 2024 in April.
With construction in-
cluded, the project is
expected to cost about
$16 billion and take un-
til 2034 to build. Zone
7°s share over the life
of the project would be
about $350 million.

Board member Ol-
ivia Sanwong, who is
also up for reelection,
has twice voted against
the funding.

With Michelle Smith
McDonald’s choos-
ing not to run again,
a fourth seat is open.
Two candidates have
joined the race: Dawn

anironmental harm. Benson, who works

with East Bay Munici-
pal Utility District in
Oakland, and is an ac-
tive Dublin resident,
serving on the Dublin
San Ramon Services
District Board and the
Dublin Planning Com-
mission.

The fifth candidate,
Todd Shinohara, is a
pharmacist who does
not have a campaign
website and did not
respond to an interview
request.

The Delta Convey-
ance is a major issue for
Zone 7 board members
to address in the com-
ing years.

Zone 7 serves as the
Tri-Valley region’s wa-
ter wholesaler, work-
ing with retailers in
Livermore, Pleasanton,
the Dublin San Ramon
Services District and
California Water Sup-
ply to deliver water
and flood protection
services to the East
County.

Zone 7 directors
manage 37 miles of
flood channels to pro-
tect 425 square miles
and provide infrastruc-
ture for clean water.
The board has the pow-
er to finance, construct
and operate systems to
transport, store, treat
and distribute water.

Last year, for ex-
ample, the board ap-
proved spending $2
million to design a fa-
cility to treat potential
human health threats
in Cope Lake’s water
should chemicals ac-
cumulate above legally
acceptable levels. Last
September, the board
declared a Drought
Emergency and Stage
2 Water Shortage Emer-
gency. This declaration
included mandatory
15% water conserva-
tion from all Tri-Valley
water service providers.

Zone 7 also delivers
untreated water directly
to agricultural busi-
nesses to irrigate 3,500
acres, primarily South
Livermore Valley vine-
yards.

Gambs, a civil engi-
neer and former water
supply and flood con-
trol manager at Zone 7
for 34 years, has served
on the board since
2018. A Livermore res-
ident, he advocates cre-
ating additional storage
to capture stormwater
and to offset snowpack
storage lost because of
global warming. He

promotes safe water
that tastes good, wa-
ter and flood control
projects that are cost-
effective, and transpar-
ency with the public.

On the Delta Con-
veyance, he said his
votes for funding en-
abled Zone 7 to par-
ticipate in the planning
process for the project
to be finalized by the
California Department
of Water Resources
(DWR). The board will
vote again in 2024 on
whether to participate
in the project and will
assess studies and pub-
lic comments before
making any decisions,
Gambs said.

“(One) objective of
the project is to provide
operational flexibil-
ity to improve aquatic
conditions and manage
risks of additional fu-
ture constraints,” said
Gambs. “In any case,
Zone 7 will be able to
review the planning
studies and assess pub-
lic comments before
making any final deci-
sion on participation in
the Delta Conveyance
project.”

Livermore resident
Sarah Palmer, a retired
science teacher with a
degree in biochemistry
who has served since
2006, says her experi-
ence as the board’s vice
president and president
matters. “With climate
change and decreasing
water resources, it is
important to develop a
diversified portfolio of
water resources and up-
dated infrastructure,”
she said.

Palmer, who chaired
the Delta Stakehold-
ers Engagement Com-
mittee, helped oversee
input that resulted in
several changes to the
project to minimize the
impact on wildlife and
local communities.

“Ideally, we wouldn't
need a system like
(Delta Conveyance),
but our infrastructure
needs major upgrades.
The levee system in the
Deltais fragile and vul-
nerable to seismic ac-
tivity, flooding, and sea
level rise. The Banks
and Jones pumping
plants are aging and
the intakes will be in
brackish or salty water
sooner than we think,”
Palmer said.

Palmer said multiple
projects will be needed
to meet water needs in

the coming decades.

Pleasanton resident
Olivia Sanwong, a
global market research
analyst elected in 2018,
said she offers “real-
world knowledge that
is critical when evalu-
ating construction proj-
ects and water quality
testing processes.” She
said she came through
for voters when she
voted against raising
rates.

Ina published report
earlier this month, San-
wong said she could
not support the Delta
Conveyance project be-
cause she needed to see
environmental studies
of its impact. The draft
Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) is ex-
pected to be released
for public review and
comment in mid-2022,
according to the Cali-
fornia Department of
Water Resources web-
site. However, the final
EIR is not expected for
another year.

"I look at the Delta
ecosystem and | think
it's such an important
environment. For me
personally, I really
think a lot about hu-
mans controlling na-
ture and unintended
consequences, and it's
really tough for me to
support this without
seeing the EIR,” she
said.

In an email to The
Independent, Sanwong
expanded on this point,
referring to the Chi-
cago Electric Dispersal
Barrier, which exposed
the Great Lakes basin
to an invasive fish spe-
cies.

“The Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta is
one of our most unique
natural resources,” she
said. “In my analysis
of the (Delta Convey-
ance project), | believe
we have too many un-
known variables in-
volved in the project,
and this is why | am
cautious.”

She raised the point
that since the Delta
Conveyance project
is dependent on the
current watershed sys-
tem from the Sierra
snowpack, itwon’tadd
additional water to our
supply, and it does not
include additional wa-
ter storage. She strong-
ly encouraged voters to
view a film created by
local high school and
college students called

“Hometown Water:
Lifeline of Pleasan-
ton.” The film explores
the city’s reliance on
imported water from
the SWP and the water
infrastructure through-
out the state. It can be
viewed here: https://bit.
ly/Indy_L.ifeline.

Electing Benson
would give Dublin a
board representative,
now that McDonald
has decided to move
on. Benson says her
“collaboration and for-
ward thinking for a
safe and reliable water
supply to meet the Tri-
Valley's needs is very
important.” Her stance
on the Delta Convey-
ance was unknown.
She did not respond to
an inquiry.

Based on informa-
tion available now, we
believe that it’s unclear
whether the Delta will
be harmed by a tunnel
project. We think that
more needs to be done
to require agricultural
uses in Southern Cali-
fornia to become more
efficient and reduce
their water usage. More
water storage areas
should also be studied.

Our strongest en-
dorsement goes to San-
wong, who has with-
held her support of the
Delta Conveyance until
she can learn what best
protects our environ-
ment. And one valuable
element the EIR will
consider is a no-tunnel
option, which could
result in less spend-
ing and less harm to
the environment, while
mitigating the impact
on local communities.

We additionally en-
dorse Gambs, Palmer
and Benson, but en-
courage them to care-
fully consider the al-
ternatives to the Delta
Conveyance, rather
than rubber stamp it.

The Independent
does not view Todd
Shinohara as an option,
as he has not presented
himself as a serious
candidate.

In coming years, we
think Zone 7 should
pursue new solutions to
water supply problems
rather than sharing in
the costs for the multi-
billion dollar Delta
Conveyance.

Those elected to the
Zone 7 board will make
extremely important
decisions for Califor-
nia’s future.
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be edited for clarity at the
discretion of the editor. We
reserve the right to decide
whether or not the letter
will be published. Headings
for all letters may be edited
at the discretion of the edi-
tor to properly reflect their
content. A headline will be
added to letters received
without one. Frequent | etter
writers may have publica-
tion of their |etters delayed.
Lettersmust be submitted by
someone living in or from
the Tri-Valley; they must
not offer medical advice
from unconfirmed profes-
sional sources or contain
libelous or inappropriate
content. Letters should be
l[imited to 400 words or
less and should be sent by
email to letters@indepen-
dentnews.com or submitted
using the form below. To be
considered, letters must be

received by 10 a.m. on the

Tuesday before publication

When You Vote

Cheree Hethershaw,
Pleasanton

A fervent recommenda-
tion for Sarah Palmer as
continued member of Zone
7. She works diligently
concerning the critical is-
sues regarding water re-
sources-local and regional.
I have known her over the
years as an educator, then
as one who focused her
concern and expertise on
water=Zone 7.

Disappointed Again
Mary Anne Rozsa, Livermore
The Livermore City

Council again is at the op-
posite pole from the major-
ity of Livermore residents.
At the Monday meeting,
May 23, the Council modi-
fied the agreement with
Eden Housing, moving up
the transfer of the old Lucky
site to Eden Housing. In-
stead of the December 31,
2022, transfer, it will oc-
cur in a couple of months,
which will in essence take
away the ability of a new
council to change directions
after the November elec-
tion. Our Council continues
to not listen to the many
citizens' voices calling for
the relocation of the four-
story Eden Housing project
to a more suitable location.
Continuing to add more

four-story buildings in the
Downtown core will forever
change the character and
charm of our lovely City.
Our City center should
feature a lovely big park for
all residents to be proud of
and to be enjoyed by future
generations.

Support for Stroke
Program
Joe Carlucci, Pleasanton

I wanted to say thank
you to Ruth Roberts and the
Independent for the recent
article on the Stroke Sup-
port program at Stanford
Health Care ValleyCare. We
look forward to supporting
the patients and families of
our community.

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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Kumagai for Gun Sense
Linda Knapp, Dublin

As a mother, | am dis-
traught over the bloody
gun violence occurring
almost daily in the com-
munities and schools we
call home. | can't read the
paper or turn on my car
radio without hearing about
another terrible incident.
We need state leaders who
will pass new targeted gun
violence prevention laws
right now and ensure that
the laws already on the
books are being enforced. |
am supporting Navy veteran
Shawn Kumagai, who un-
derstands this gun problem
and strengthened gun safety
laws in Dublin by requir-
ing firearms to be stored in
locked containers. Kumagai
has promised unequivocally
to vote on the side of gun
sense every single time, to
protect our children's lives
and those of everyone in
our community. We need
Kumagai as our Assembly-
member because we cannot
afford to lose even one more

life.

Ripley’s Believe It or Not!
Deborah McQueen, Livermore
Ripley’s Believe It or
Not, was a famous newspa-
per, radio and TV show that
dealt in stories so bizarre

that readers might not be-
lieve they were true. People
enjoy strange and unusual
stories, but not when they
are associated with their
city’s governance. Yet, in
another stellar move by City
officials designed to show
the public who’s boss in
town, the city approved a re-
vised Disposition, Develop-
ment and Loan Agreement
(DDLA) with Eden Hous-
ing, whose primary function
is to permanently halt the
ability of a democratically
elected council and mayor
in November 2022 to mod-
ify the present DDLA for
Eden Housing's downtown
plan. The City's decision
to adopt Eden Housing’s
revised plans on Dec. 7th,
2020, formed the thin slice
of the wedge which created
division with the public.
Subsequently, three devel-
opments emerged, resulting
in similar outcomes, po-
tentially aimed at blocking
the ability to move Eden
Housing's buildings across
the street on Railroad Ave.
Were these developments
coincidental or intentional
- you decide — or — Believe
It or Not!

The first example was
the acquisition of 2080
Railroad Ave., on behalf of
Presidio for a flat surface

parking lot, ostensibly due
to Presidio's inability to fi-
nance the previously prom-
ised underground parking
garage. The City loaned
Presidio $1.9 million from
the taxpayer's public fund.
The second was the timely
purchase of 150 N. L St. by
Alan Burnham, a publicly
self-identified local philan-
thropist who enthusiastical-
ly supports Eden Housing’s
Plan. The third is the City's
recent approval to amend
the DDLA for Eden Hous-
ing's Downtown building
to accelerate the property's
ownership transfer before a
new council and mayor are
voted in, thereby transfer-
ring the land from the City
to Eden Housing. Thus, the
city can only be put in a
much smaller park.

The land in question
is presently the subject of
a lawsuit between Save
Livermore Downtown and
the City of Livermore. The
suit's outcome is far from
certain, making such a move
at this time both financially
dangerous and fickle for the
city. Placing Eden Hous-
ing’s affordable housing
project on the last piece
of open space will perma-
nently destroy downtown
Livermore. Too much ce-
ment and not enough green

Paid Political Advertisement

space will cause Liver-
more to lose its appeal as a
tourist attraction. Instead,
it will continue to drive
more Livermore residents
to Pleasanton's downtown
for superb restaurant dining,
delightful farmer's markets,
and family-friendly green
parks.

Now is the Time for
Death of a Small Town
Thomas and Barbara Soules,
Livermore

The city council and
those supporting them view
their vote on Monday a win
against those proposing the
city consider relocating the
low-income housing, put-
ting the low-income hous-
ing either north of Railroad
or on Pacific Avenue where
there is more room and
where this housing would
add to the neighborhoods.
Admittedly, they may not
have had a good detail plan,
but the city wouldn’t even
seriously consider this pos-
sibility. The city council and
their supporters dug in their
feet. They could win this
game. But it wasn’t a game.

Our self-congratulatory
city council also did not
look to the future beyond
their “win” if these build-
ings are built? What will

(See MAILBOX, page 6)

ose RETZLAFF

*® Estate Wines

NOW OPEN FOR WINE TASTING AND
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS.

FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND
MONDAYS 12-4:30 SPRING HOURS.

LIVE MUSIC MOST WEEKENDS.
FOOD FOR PURCHASE EVERY WEEKEND.

Make your online reservation at

RetzlaffVineyards.com

MY BUDDY’S BIKE SHOP. .

IN DOWNTOWN' Ll VERMORE .

* HUNDREDS OF
BIKES IN STOCK

o MOUNTAIN BIKES,
ROAD BIKES,
E-BIKES, CRUISER
BIKES, KIDS BIKES
e LOTS OF KIDS
BIKES IN STOCK

We Service All Brands
Skilled Service Technicians

Service Department Open
No Appointment Necessary.

sl %% GIANT

BICYCLES

SANTA

~NvorrRreo LRUZ

1601-B Railroad Ave, Livermore
Hours: Tues-Sat 10am-6pm
Closed Sundays and Mondays

925.583.5454

mybuddyshbikeshop.com

City Council Tries
to Handcuff
The Location of
Eden Housing

: s|5|s§n _|:::| [ H]

Proposed Eden Housmg bundmg, along the block on Railroad Avenue from L Street to the extension of K Street: City of leermore Planning Document

irst, the City Council didn't listen to residents and put the massive 4-story Eden
Housing right in our city center.

Last week, they made it worse. They passed a resolution transferring the land to Eden
Housing, which will handcuff any future City Council and make it impossible for a new
City Council to relocate the housing. Ever.

Save Livermore Downtown believes we can bring affordable housing to Livermore
and preserve the unique character of our beautiful city with a family park instead of a
4-story building.

Something has to change. The current council cannot be allowed to block a future council.
We need to fight back.

Paid for by Save

Livermore Downtown

leermore

Downtown!

Theres still time to Save Livermore’s downtown
Sign up to help at savelivermoredowntown.com
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the buildings be like in
5, 10 or 20 years? Have
they visited and talked to
folks living in Eden Hous-
ing projects in Hayward,
Tracy, San Leandro, etc.?
Eden Housing Management
has a 1-star rating on BBB
and Yelp. Most of their
units will become Section
8 housing. While this kind
of low-income housing is
important, these four-story
buildings should not be
right in the center of the
downtown where they will
also add to already difficult
traffic and parking and will
destroy the character of a
small town, making Liver-
more no longer a fun place
to visitand stroll around and
to live in, one of the most
enviable small towns in the
East Bay.

The city also seems self-
congratulatory about loan-
ing Eden Housing $7.8M
to buy the property and
offering to provide $5M
more to help complete the
project. Where | come from
this is called a land con-
tract. The city receives no
money, only a promissory
note for the property. It is
the riskiest kind of property
transfer one can make and is
made only when the buyer
does not have money and
no bank will lend money
for the project. My father
sold his business in a land
contract and when the new
owners failed to make pay-
ments, my father lost every-
thing. If Eden went under,
what would the city do
with the land with finished
or unfinished buildings on
it? This potential eventual-
ity with taxpayer dollars is
scary.

No, this is not a game. If
these contracts are made
and the buildings are built,
I will not lose a penny.
We are not fighting for
ourselves. The loser will
be the town of Livermore.

Mony Nop
Gretchen Rutherford, Livermore

I’m writing to endorse
Mony Nop for Mayor of
Livermore. I first met him
through a non-profit orga-
nization where he was very
enthusiastic about helping
the youth of Livermore.
Then | knew him profes-
sionally through business
dealings. | also knew him
as a police officer of the
highest caliber. He was
and is concerned about our
public safety and making
Livermore a city in which
you are proud to live.

Mony has always shown
integrity in all that he does
and will take the time to
listen to what you have to
say. He always has the heart
of the community at the
foremost in any project or
dealings. Mony loves giv-
ing back to our community
by supporting the work of
many nonprofits, to in-
clude the Culinary Angels,
Tri-Valley Haven, and the
Goodness Village.

For the past six years,
Mony has been hosting the
Mony Nop Turkey Drop
holiday drive, where he
collects turkeys, gift cards
and cash for Tri-Valley
Haven, our last local shelter
in Livermore. This project
provides over 300 turkeys
and hundreds of dollars to
Tri-Valley Haven so they
can support their holiday

food programs, serving over
800 underserved families
in the Tri-Valley annually.
Mony also co-founded the
Tri-Valley Nonprofit Alli-
ance, so these organizations
can support each other and
obtain the help they need
from the communities they
serve.

Mony supports relocat-
ing Eden Housing in order
to maintain the character
of downtown Livermore,
while enhancing the small
town feel of our city. He is
very approachable and will
listen to your needs and
concerns. He is also our
best candidate to represent
us now and into the future.
Please vote for Mony for
Mayor of Livermore.

Ahern for Sheriff!
Mike Grant, Dublin

Alameda county citizens
don't be fooled by the other
candidates for the job of
Sheriff. This job requires
an "expertise" that not many
have in their background.
This department is very
large and covers 821 square
miles and in the tri-valley
alone there is 300 square
miles of it. He is in charge
of 1,000 sworn officers with
400 of those officers out on
the streets on patrol assign-
ments and the total number
of employees under him is
1,700 people. This is not
a department we turn over
to a rookie for on-the-job
training!

Just in the last couple of
weeks we have had 2 very
horrific active shooting
events. One was in Buffalo,
New York and the other
was in Uvalde, Texas. Both
of these shootings took 31
lives and of that 19 were
children. This week ABC
7 News and Luz Pena in-
terview Our Sherriff Greg
Ahern about this event.
What Ahern said is what
we all expect from our Law
Enforcement personnel.
When she asked him how
the Alameda County sheriff
department would handle
this kind of event his reply
was we have breaching
tools in our units with bal-
listic shields, and we would
not have waited to enter
the classroom. Under Greg
Ahern’s leadership he trains
other departments in active
shooter tactics. Under his
leadership other depart-
ments in the bay area, out of
state departments and other
countries have come for
active shooter training. So,
this is why it's so important
in these uncertain times we
stick with a proven leader
who can protect all of us.

Please, when you vote
select Greg Ahern for sher-
iff of Alameda County.

God Bless those 31 lost
in the shooting and please
pray for their families.

There is Still Time to
Make a Change
Ben Barrientos, Livermore

Choose one: underhand-
ed, anfractuous, dishonor-
able, deceitful -- these are
words to describe the Liver-
more City Council.

Our City Council held a
virtual meeting which lasted
until 11 p.m., so working
folks then wouldn't have a
chance to voice their opin-
ion. They obviously had
their minds made up.

We are the concerned

ones trying to voice our
opinions to these elected
representatives. 70% of the
common folk want common
sense gun control yet it falls
on deaf ears. The majority
of the votes cast several
years ago on the renditions
of the new downtown fall
on deaf ears. We need a city
council that listens to the
people. It's time for new city
council members.

The City Council has
locked the City of Liver-
more into a big mistake
involving the affordable
housing with the Eden De-
veloper. There will be no
real open space/park down-
town, only a very large
development akin to the
stalled Legacy project. We
still may be able to modify
what the Four Horsemen
have decided to do to us.

Changing America
Owen Brovont, Livermore

The whole exercise of
influence and leadership in
our society needs serious
investigation and analy-
sis. Presently it is domi-
nated by politicians and
their bureaucratic minions,
and by the ultrarich and
wealthy wannabees in the
tech, news, education, and
entertainment industries.
Recall recent history depicts
the most disastrous conflicts
defined and initiated by a
small number of people of
power and influence, the
cost of which was paid by
anywhere from thousands
to millions of lives — men,
women, and children -
Ukraine is an ugly con-
spicuously example. Given
the weapons of modern
warfare, the destruction
has been atrocious, leaving
whole cities devastated.
This model persists because
people have not defined and
therefore do not collectively
subscribe to a common set
of principles that would
reject these behaviors. Such
principles must be effica-
cious antidotes to egoma-
nia, greed, and unrestrained
acquisitiveness.

Pure democracy is not a
viable candidate as a solu-
tion because of the spon-
taneity of human passions
driven by ignorance and
poor judgment which can
and have led to human
travesties.

Here we are destroying
our own society apparently
because an ill-informed
minority part of the popu-
lation doesn’t like it — it is
the heighth of stupidity to
capitulate because of fine
sounding phrases like toler-
ance, multi-culturalism, and
equity. The creators, lead-
ers, and purveyors of these
ideas hide their actual goals
and purposes. For example,
they create euphemisms like
“right to choose” to hide
infanticide, and phrases
like “Black Lives Matter”
to create confusion and
division in the population.
Shouting “white suprema-
cy” and “white paternalism”
and other racist rants then
point to them as causes of
all social problems. These
and many, many more catch
phrases are created to focus
interpretation of reality in
the direction most suitable
and useful to people who
want to make substantive
changes to society — clearly
toward authoritarianism

(CoVID!) that will soon
evolve into full-blown com-
munism if not thwarted.
This technique has been
successfully used through-
out the world. In short,
Western Culture and its
societies are being led like
lambs to slaughter while
they party on.

It is clear that vesting
too much power and au-
thority in any one person
or creating that impression
(Executive Orders!) invari-
ably leads to despotism. We
have been witnessing that
process for the past hundred
years, even in our cities and
towns. We have examples
of Stalin, Hitler, Mussolini,
Mao Zedong, and others to
justify our caution in deal-
ing with these new attempts
at remaking America.

Bauer-Kahan for a More
Transparent California.
Connor Lam, Pleasanton

Advertisements and
marketing are much like
sugarcoating a cookie. You
are left with the harsh and
ugly truth once you take
out the sweetened lies and
deception. However, As-
semblymember Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan has strived
again and again to make
bills and policies that pro-
tect the welfare of Califor-
nia citizens and uncover
the truth. She co-authored
SB 793 to shut down big
tobacco's false advertising.

She not only made poli-
cies but continues to stand
by her values. Despite her
busy schedule, she came
as a guest speaker at my
Anti-vaping conference,
which aimed to explain the
harmful effects of vaping
through a teen's lens.

She recently created AB
2089; a bill aimed to pro-
tect an individual's medical
information from harmful
advertisements. These ad-
vertisements force clients
to fill out surveys, unaware
of how they are releasing
sensitive information. Yet,
Assemblymember Bauer-
Kahan didn't stand back and
let this happen - she wrote
up a policy that directly at-
tacks the issue.

A vote for Assembly-
member Rebecca Bauer-
Kahan is a vote for a more
transparent government in
California - one where the
truth is brought out of where
lies and deceit hide it.

Vote Already!
Trish Munro, Livermore

VOTE: There’s an old
joke about a person who
lives an exemplary life—
you know the type. They
have only one wish: to win
the lottery. Days, weeks,
months go by. Nothing.
Finally, they cry out to the
heavens: “I’ve been a good
person all my life! Just let
me win the lottery!” The
heavens' part and a voice
comes down: “Meet me
half-way, would you? Buy
a ticket!”

That’s voting, folks. It
guarantees nothing. A lot
of the time you lose. But
without it, you get nothing.
So, vote. NOW.

The minimum—the very
minimum—responsibility
that citizens have is to vote.

In every election. For every
single position. Having
read the voter pamphlets
that come in the mail, paid
for with YOUR tax dollars.
We all can do more. Check
endorsements. Read web-
sites. Google people and
see what red flags—or the
reverse—pop up.

In primaries, particu-
larly in off-year elections,
most people don’t vote.
Yet the primaries matter.
Some results—Ilike water
board—will stand. Some
results determine who runs

(See MAILBOX, page 7)
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in November. Either way,
vote. Hate the choices?
Suck itup and pick the least
bad one. Then get involved
and find someone better for
the next election and help
them run and win.

National events and elec-
tions have local ramifica-
tions, but the reverse is true,
as well. Water, education,
budget management, public
safety and more are at stake.
So, vote!

THREE ENDORSE-
MENTS: Here are three of
the candidates I endorse. All
three have vision and pas-
sion, which are necessary,
but not sufficient. In addi-
tion, they have demonstrat-
ed they have the necessary
knowledge, experience, and
the ability to get things done
by working with others. Not
considered: my personal
relationship with any can-
didate. Just “going along”
for one more term.

If you care about better
public safety through com-
munity policing, vote for
Yesenia Sanchez for Alam-
eda County Sheriff/Coroner.
This is a case where there is
a superb candidate facing
an execrable incumbent
who should be replaced,
as the East Bay Times and
Independent both state elo-
quently.

Second: if you care
about education in Alameda
County, vote Cheryl Cook-
Kallio for District 7 and
Alysse Castro for Superin-
tendent. Both are excellent
and will work well together.

There are many more up
and down ballot races, but
these three are critical to the
health of our region.

VOTE. It matters.

Marchand’s Marionettes
Richard Andrews, Livermore

Usually, when an elected
body is shown to be ir-
responsible and unrespon-
sive to its electorate, as
our City Council has been,
they respond by corrective
measures and some sort of
mea culpa. But | guess the
Grand Puppeteer Marchand
has more pull with his mari-
onettes than do we citizens.
A week ago Tuesday, they

instituted an action with all
the honesty of Jan 6, mi-
nus the guns and violence.
Agenda item 6.3.

Through this reprehen-
sible and questionable legal
maneuver, they want to
tie the hands of the next
Council —an unprecedented
move. | see the hands of for-
mer Mayor and candidate
Marchand all over this, just
like the black draped mau-
soleum he gave us at 1st &
L. If he ever gets back in
office, | would anticipate
we'll see more of this type
of action. BTW: His oppo-
nent Mony Nop has none of
this nefarious baggage.

Loaning $7.8 million of
City funds to a company
whose very actions are un-
der serious litigation on the
project is nonsense. And
why is it OUR money, and
not a loan institution? An-
other unanswered question.

To transfer Eden the
property while under litiga-
tion is insane. Toss in the
$500,000 that Giappetto
and Co. loaned them earlier,
and you have an $8.3 mil-
lion debacle. These mari-
onettes have to get back
in their clown car and exit
the ring. And their pup-
peteer need not bother to
enter. They have ignored
the citizens, who called out
to stop this arrogant usurpa-
tion of authority. Yes! We
want the housing, but not
this "deal" or the current
location. The Council vote?
Ha! As democratic a vote as
one would expect from the
Russian Duma. Shameless.

Mony Nop’s Problematic
Links

Mini Chopra, Livermore

In your Mailbox letter,
dated April 28, 2022, Mony
Nop has described the con-
troversial Eric Dillie, who
is running for the Alameda
County Education Board, as
a brother to him. Mr. Nop’s
endorsement of a candidate
with questionable anteced-
ents is a red flag and yet
another reason for me to not
vote for him this November.

That a perpetually anti-
Establishment, Save Liver-
more Downtown, is sup-

porting him is quite fore-
telling of where Mr. Nop’s
loyalties and allegiance
will lean to, if he goes on
to become our future mayor.

Of all the things that Mr.
Nop could have promised
us in his mayoral cam-
paign, he cherry-picked
an issue that has brutally
riled up our City for the
past two years and has had
us all hurting morally and
financially. Nop’s presence
on the Council will only
further wedge the divisions
within our City.

Affordable housing for
the working-class Liver-
more was never on Mr.
Nop’s agenda, even dur-
ing his first innings when
he unsuccessfully ran
against Mayor Woerner.
Eden Housing, as the mat-
ter stands today, is ever
unlikely to relocate from
its current site of construc-
tion. Do not get misled by
Mr. Nop’s directionless and
empty election promise to
Livermore.

In his capacity as a real-
tor, Mr. Mony Nop repre-
sents several clients buying
or selling homes in expen-
sive, multi-story HIGH-
RISE developments in the
Bay Area. (Source: Mr.
Nop’s publicly accessible

real estate listings). Why,
then, does Mr. Nop detest
and oppose the multi-story
affordable Eden Downtown
Housing for low-income
individuals and families?
Perhaps because the low-in-
come working class - those
who face insurmountable
hurdles in their lives to tran-
sition to stable homeowner-
ship - are not from among
his high-income clientele.
#doublestandards

As we continue to debate
Eden Downtown Housing’s
location, we must conscien-
tiously ask ourselves - who
does the Livermore Down-
town belong to? It certainly
does NOT belong to the
wealthy clique from Save
Livermore Downtown. The
Downtown belongs to ALL
of us - including those who
work hard in low-paying
jobs to keep the Downtown
businesses running.

My family and | will
be voting for Mr. March-
and - his past, present, and
continuous contributions to
Livermore command our
trust and respect for him and
make him the most ideal
torchbearer for our City as
it continually evolves and
adapts itself to the chang-
ing times and needs of its
people.
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Vote for Alysse Castro
for Alameda County
Superintendent

Joanne Morrison, Livermore

In its editorial on May
26, the Independent as-
serted that “there was no
compelling reason” to vote
against incumbent LK Mon-
roe in the race for ACOE
Superintendent. | and many
other knowledgeable voters
disagree.

First, Monroe spent
nearly $600,000 in funds
meant for Covid relief on
paying bonuses for her of-
fice staff — staff that turned
around and donated to Mon-

\,\\'E

roe’s campaign. These ex-
penditures have not been
adequately explained. This
was money that could have
gone to teachers and oth-
ers on the frontlines of the
pandemic education crisis.
Monroe had to publicly
apologize for the bad judg-
ment in May.

Second, Monroe failed
in her oversight capacity
when she failed to intervene
and prevent the contro-
versial school closures in
Oakland. She continued to
approve the OUSD budget
each year while the schools

(See MAILBOX, page 8)
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were headed toward clo-
sure. The Independent says
with respect to the closures
“she was doing her job.”
Teachers disagree with that
assertion and that’s why
more than a dozen teachers’
unions are supporting Mon-
roe’s challenger, Alysse
Castro. The Independent
notes that “... no teachers
organizations are listed
among her endorsements
... as though that is un-
important. On the contrary,
it is highly significant that
Monroe has zero support
from teachers.

Third, as noted by Cate
Sarraile in her letter pub-
lished May 26, “Another
area of concern is the use
of government equipment
during the workday to send
emails to ACOE employees
and their friends, urging
support for Monroe’s re-
election.”

These are all reasons not
to support LK Monroe for
re-election. Castro, on the
other hand, is an expert in
school financing, teaching a
master’s class at UC Berke-
ley in managing resources
for rising educational lead-
ers, and she will help super-
intendents all over Alameda
County get better services
for their schools, students,
and teachers. That will al-
low personalizing learning,
building systems of support
for students and staff, and
developing educators to
break free of the bureau-
cracy and spend time with
kids. Furthermore, Castro
has deep experience with
alternative education — one
of the superintendent’s most
important jobs — changing
students’ lives, providing
access to career paths, and
breaking the school-to-
prison pipeline. Castro has
consistently built schools
that address the historical
inequities in educational
opportunities that confront
most of Alameda County’s
youth; a child’s educational
future should not depend
on their zip code. Vote for
Alysse Castro for Alameda
County Superintendent of
Schools.

Behind on Your
Water Bills?
E. Brown, Dublin

The long-awaited AR-
PA-funded Low Income
Household Water Assis-
tance Program (LIHWAP)
is set to launch on June
3rd in California. Go to
https://csd.ca.gov/water-
bill and https://www.csd.
ca.gov/lihwap for more
information. If you meet
the requirements and your
water retailer has signed up
for the program, a one-time
payment of up to $2,000
could be made on your be-
half to bring your account
current. Payments will be
made directly to the water
companies. The income
requirements for LIHWAP
are the same as the income
requirements for LIHEAP.
Proof of income or current
participation in LIHEAP,
CalWORKSs, and/or Cal-
Fresh will be used to de-
termine eligibility. Submit
applications and documen-
tation to an approved local
service provider in your
area. The local service pro-
vider for Alameda County

is Spectrum Community
Services in Hayward.

Participating water re-
tailers in our area include
the City of Livermore, Cal
Water, the City of Pleasan-
ton, East Bay MUD, and
Alameda County Water
District. As of this date,
Dublin San Ramon Services
District is the only Tri-Val-
ley retailer which has not
elected to participate.

We would like to get
DSRSD on board and could
use the community’s help.
Otherwise, eligible DSRSD
customers don’t deserve to
be excluded. We are ask-
ing customers to contact
DSRSD and urge the district
to opt in. Call or send an
email to the elected board
of directors (board@dsrsd.
com). The excuses DSRSD
has provided (our area is
too affluent, the district of-
fers a low-income discount
program similar to the ones
offered by some other local
water retailers, the district’s
participation would require
too much time and effort,
etc.) don’t hold water.

Those of us who work
with the disadvantaged in
the Tri-Valley and have
been advocating for this
program know better. LI-
HWAP is specifically de-
signed to cause as little
inconvenience to the wa-
ter companies as possible.
Much of the paperwork will
be handled by others. Since
each of the water companies
(including DSRSD) has
low-income customers with
arrearages who would ben-
efit enormously from this
assistance, 100% participa-
tion should be the goal.

Council Made
Bad Decision
Theodore Schaefer, Livermore

The Livermore City's ap-
proval of the DDLA agree-
ment with Eden Housing
is not a prudent business
decision and ignores real
opportunities to find a better
project for the Livermore
community.

The agreement requires
the City to loan Eden $7.8
million to acquire the prop-
erty, to pay Eden over $5
million to build a small park
in between the project’s two
tall, wall-like apartment
structures, and to commit
itself to over $4 million to
clean-up the existing soil
and soil vapor contamina-
tion at the property.

Why doesn't the City of
Livermore and its brilliant
staff just go ahead with
contracting the building of
the too-big, mislocated low-
income housing develop-
ment itself and save all the
above millions to go toward
construction and then rent
out to qualified Livermore
residents of long standing
who need the housing with-
out the high cost of Eden
and lack of tenant control
by Livermore. The costs
would be lower without
intermediary Eden, and
the tenants can be chosen
with criteria by Livermore
as owner. After all, who is
going to set rental rates and
what criteria will determine
who lives there -- children/
grandchildren of long-time
Livermore citizens, outsid-
ers, or singles, marrieds

without kids, married with
kids, divorced, old, young,
WHO?

Better done by Liver-
more itself and control re-
main with us vs giving Eden
this extremely valuable
land.

Memorial Day Respect
Tania Panarello, Livermore

Major kudos to Kenny
Way and staff at the Vine
Cinema and Alehouse: The
Vine was a packed house
on Monday, May 30th,
but Kenny and other "Top
Guns" behind the counter
rose to the challenge, mov-
ing the concessions line
along as quickly as pos-
sible, yet never sacrificing
their usual friendly, helpful
service. | hope they all got a
well-deserved good rest that
night, as well as a chance
to see Top Gun: Maverick!

My family went to see
the 1:15 showing of the
long-awaited Top Gun:
Maverick sequel to 1986's
Top Gun. What better movie
to see on Memorial Day
than one that reminds us
of the sacrifice others have
made so that we can enjoy
watching movies in the
comfort of our hometown
and savor the precious gift
of freedom?

I tried not to have high
expectations after reading
Randy Myers' glowing re-
view of Top Gun: Maverick
in the East Bay Times' May
26th edition, but after hav-
ing seen the movie now, |
have to agree with Randy
that Maverick is "the rare
sequel that's better than the
original”. | highly encour-
age you to support the Vine
and see the movie there. (I
just can't shut up about this
movie, it was so good!)
Outstanding!

On a final note, please do
not wish people a "Happy
Memorial Day!" Memorial
Day is a day of respect and
remembrance of those who
gave their lives to protect
our many freedoms -- and to
support the families of those
fallen service members, be-
cause no one serves alone.
My husband, a veteran who
proudly served our country
in the US Navy and is still
very much alive, would
like more people to become
educated and more sensitive
to this difference -- because,
while he appreciates your
gratitude, he greatly ap-
preciates his fallen brothers
and sisters who made the
ultimate sacrifice. To the
military families who have
lost loved ones: Thank you
for YOUR sacrifice, and we
are sorry for your loss.

Preserving Legacy
Alan Marling, Livermore

If Joan Seppala and Jean
King wish to be remem-
bered for their good works,
they should stop obstructing
workable projects needed
for the public good. Their
litigation is currently para-
lyzing affordable housing
during a housing crisis and
blocking a solar farm during
a climate crisis.

Perhaps because posi-
tions of privilege have al-
lowed Seppela and King
to be philanthropists in the
past, they now believe they
know what’s best for the

Tri-Valley. They organized
against infrastructure for the
Livermore downtown hotel,
needed by the vineyard
industry and supported by
the voting majority. They
continue to block the Eden
affordable housing, even
after publicly elected Coun-
cilmembers voted unani-
mously in favor.

Rather than self-exam-
ining their unpopular opin-
ions, Seppala and King seek
to change the public’s with
deceptive ads and articles in
The Independent (owned by
Seppala). When opposing
affordable housing, first
they claimed there was a
better alternative plan; that
was a fantasy. Next, they
claimed the land was too
toxic for a hotel; Judge
Frank Roesch said that
argument was “utterly with-
out merit.” More recently
they claimed Livermore
needs a park. The thing is,
we already have downtown
parks: Stockmen’s, Carn-
egie, and Lizzie Fountain.
But pretend for a moment
we have none. How out of
touch would you have to be
in twenty-first-century Cali-
fornia to prioritize parks
over affordable housing?

| begin to wonder about
the real reason Seppala and
King are deadest against
affordable housing. It may
have something to do with
the proximity to the Bank-
head Theater. They oversee
it as LVPAC directors. Per-
haps they worry working
class and people of color
would attend? There’s little
danger of that now. The last
time | went | sat through an
uncomfortable experience
of multiple Black comedi-
ans trying to make jokes to
an audience that was mostly
rich and white.

If Seppala and King wish
to be remembered as bene-
factors, they should stop
being out-of-touch obstruc-
tionists.

Keep Downtown Looking
Like Livermore
Maryann Brent, Livermore
Last week, our City
Council passed a resolu-
tion that will transfer the
last parcel of undeveloped
land adjacent to Stock-
men’s Park to Eden Hous-
ing. If that action proceeds,
Eden Housing will own the
land outright as the City
loses control over it, and
Eden Housing will build
two monotonous 4-story
apartment buildings that
violate City codes. They
sit across L street where
another massive 4-story
condo-and-parking disaster
is emerging, accomplished
ever so quietly under John
Marchand. Welcome to
urbanization ... This move
by John Marchand and Bob
Woerner’s Councils will
establish two large chunks
of urban housing next to
our ranching heritage-Vet-
erans - Stockmen’s Park.
Are you happy with that
image - block after block
of 4-story urban housing
downtown? Visit https://
www.savelivermoredown-
town.com/ and stay tuned
for an opportunity to keep
a downtown that still looks
like Livermore.

Thanks to the Scouts
Jan and Rich Buckley,
Livermore

We want to thank again
the Boy Scout troops of the
local area who decorated
the cemetery on Memorial
Day. For many years now
we have appreciated the
parents who help the many
who do this for the town.
My brother in the 50's and
our three sons in the late
70's and 80'd participated
in the troop here in Liver-
more and now grandsons
in Seattle have carried this
tradition with them.

Intolerable and
Outrageous
Pete Stephenson, Livermore

I am a parent of two
young children, ages 5 and
7, and | was horrified to
see the news out of Texas
as, yet another deranged
killer gunned down inno-
cent children.

In looking over the de-
pressingly large number
of school shootings that
have taken place over the
last few decades, it strikes
me that these tragedies
have occurred both in states
with strict gun laws (like
California and Connecticut)
and those with liberal laws
(like Texas), with none of
those laws having any sort
of preventative or protec-
tive effect. The killers plan
meticulously for weeks or
more and have been able to
adapt to or ignore or bypass
any law or regulation in
place.

However, one thing
stands out to me: in all
cases the killers targeted
"soft targets" where they
could carry out their hei-
nous crimes unopposed.
They know that schools
forbid ordinary, law-abiding
people like teachers, staff,
parents, etc. from possess-
ing any sort of means of
protection (including, but
not limited to, lawfully
carried firearms, pepper
spray, tasers, etc.) while on
school grounds. State law
and school policy leaves
such people helpless and
defenseless, even if they are
vetted, trained, and licensed
to carry elsewhere in their
community and state.

Our police are outstand-
ing and do their best, but
even they cannot be ev-
erywhere at once, or arrive
instantly when needed. By
the time they are called,
travel to the scene, arrive,
assess the situation, find the
bad guy, and engage him,
a madman is able to kill
dozens even with the most
ordinary pistol or revolver.

Clearly, guns in the right
hands serve a protective
benefit: the President, the
Governor, banks, money
in transit, jewels, etc. are
all protected by trained,
armed people. But, for some
reason, our defenseless
children are left in the care
of similarly defenseless
adults to whom we legally
denied the choice to protect
themselves and the children
they're responsible for.

We've kept kids and
adults defenseless for de-
cades, and still these keeps
happening: this policy
clearly doesn't work. How
many more need to die

before we as a society con-
clude that merely putting
up "no guns allowed" signs
doesn't stop those with mur-
der in their hearts, and allow
responsible, trained, and
vetted people the choice
(not the mandate or require-
ment, just the choice for
those willing to do so) to
protect themselves when
faced with deadly danger?
Hopefully, none.

Sewering the
Wealthiest and
Blocking the Little Guy
Rich Buckley, Livermore

Expanding the sewer
outside our urban boundary
line for South Livermore
Valley to accommodate the
richest landlords in Alam-
eda County while blocking
all the little guys along
the way, is an emotionally
packed subject on par with
abortion-on-demand, and
the stupid foolish proxy
Ukrainian war funded by
POTUS-B and Beltway -
neocons.

The Wine Group https://
tinyurl.com/2p8f86m9 that
bought Concannon found
themselves caught in gov-
ernment environmental
double-speak, where all
their legal operating permits
(fully legal in every way), to
function as wineries have
functioned for hundreds
of years, (cellaring, retail-
wholesale, eat, drink, and
be merry) were changed.
The Local Branch of The
Imperial Office of Environ-
mental Purity and Global
Warming Doctrine, During
an Extended Ice Age While
Earth Crosses The 12,600
Year Electric Universe Ga-
lactic Plane, imposed a new
demand on Concannon to
truck all wastewater and
honey pot effluents to Liver-
more’s sewer treatment
facility. The cost: $150,000
per month, complains Con-
connon bosses. Ouchie!

On March 12, 2020, The
Wine Group seeing the
handwriting on the wall
went public to find a new
owner. Any new owner
would do. Do you take
Bitcoin?

One of many alternative
options could have been
to work with Livermore
School District and run a
sewer line down Almond
Ave about 4000-feet to
Concannon’s buildings and
be done with. Concannon
might even pay the entire
cost to unload $150,000
per month trucking costs....
at 1/4 that rate for their
own sewer line. But wait,
where's the big corporate
welfare in that? Aren't the
little guys supposed to pay,
while the big guys benefit?
Why can’t we do a Mayor
Karla Brown creative Ruby
Hill deal of some sort and
provide sewer treatment we
profess has “ample excess
capacity” and enter a con-
trolling contract to leave
Concannon outside Liver-
more and let'em hook up?
Nothing new is being added
to mother earth. Run the
numbers; it’s a no brainer.
Will a company that sells
53 million+ cases ($3.5 to
$4-Billion wholesale) a year
globally qualify for a local
community bond participa-
tion rate? Duh?

CENTER
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ment center, as it includes
a full kitchen, bathroom
and shower, and 20 parking
spaces.

Josh Thurman, Liver-
more’s Human Services
program manager, wrote in
a report to the council that
Alameda County’s Behav-
ioral Health Department
identified the East County
as a priority area to expand
its services.

Eventually, a state grant
is expected to provide
HCEB funds equivalent to
the amount Livermore is
loaning the HCEB. Then,
HCEB can reimburse the
city.

Mayor Bob Woerner
called the action “signifi-
cant.” He noted the city
expects to be repaid.

“It’s a good way to lever-
age our resources and get

things going,” he said.

Carling credited city
employees “for looking
for these opportunities and
moving smartly forward.”

“| can't be happier than to
support this kind of activity
in our community,” Carling
added.

The Victory Baptist
Church closed earlier this
year, according to its web-
site.

WHEEL
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wants to be on the show can
apply through the website.
“(Applicants) fill out an
application from the Wheel
of Fortune website and
submit a photo online,” said
Flores. “They also have the
option to send in a short,
60-second video, (and) they
answer a series of questions
about themselves. Then, if
they are selected from that
point, they will get a call for
a virtual audition. If they

make it past that round, they
are given a day to come and
film for a show.”

The show’s producers
generally plan to film a
week’s worth of episodes in
one day, making for a fast-
paced filming experience.
According to Martin, the
entire team was impressive,
moving efficiently through
all their work with mini-
mum fuss.

“It was surprising how

smooth the operation was,”
he said. “It’s a well-oiled
machine. They have a dedi-
cated and supportive staff.”

Martin hosted a viewing
party when his show aired in
May, but because of his con-
tract, he was unable to share
his success with friends and
family until they watched it
unfold on TV.

To apply to be on
Wheel of Fortune, visit bit.
ly/3fz0t7j.

PUSD
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funding, it’s not really in-
tense,” said Amanda Clif-
ford, Clifford Moss prin-
cipal.

And although 70% of
the survey’s participants
supported raising taxes in
the name of excellent pub-
lic schools, only 52% felt
the PUSD could be trusted
to properly manage local
tax revenue.

The board has yet to
set a dollar amount, but
potential bond measure
language tested during the
survey suggested a range
between $350 million and
$450 million.

With only a few months
before the November elec-
tion and a filing deadline
of Aug. 12, both the board
and its consultants identi-
fied time limitations as the
biggest hurdle garnering
voter support.

“There is a path to pass-
ing a bond here,” said Cur-
tis Below, polling consul-
tant FM3 Research partner.
“It’s challenging.”

Phase two of the bond
consulting services, which
includes scheduling and fi-
nalizing the ballot measure
with a public messaging
strategy, will cost the dis-
trict $91,000; $21,000 of
which will go to Clifford
Moss, with the remainder
to funding community en-
gagement.

The discussion on
whether to continue into
a second phase followed
a facilities master plan
(FMP) workshop at the
same meeting that pro-
duced a prioritized project
list designed to help in-
form the bond measure's
size. The workshop also
revealed a dichotomy be-

tween where “there is what
the district knows it needs
(and) what the voters say
they’re willing to support,”
said Clifford.

Below said the voters'
concerns focused on de-
ferred maintenance in the
form of repairs and safety.

"Right now, the impres-
sion is there’s interest in
just paying to fix things
that are unsafe," continued
Below. "And then a lot of
the priorities that we had
heard from the district are
performing arts facilities,
the tracks, the gyms.”

The key to the coming
campaign, said Clifford,
will be finding the right
balance between the two.

The board plans to ap-
prove its FMC update by
June 23 and make its final
decision on the bond mea-
sure by July 14.
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Dublin Military Banners Now on Display

Dublin is honoring 12 lo-
cal veterans and active-duty
members of the U.S. military
with banners on display now
through Veteran’s Day in
November.

Now in its fourth year,
the city’s Military Banner
Program this year recognizes
Marine veterans Joshua Har-
ris, Jeffrey Hellman, and

Jack Hyundo Kim; Navy vet-
erans Martin A. Korte, Rus-
sell Parrington, and William
R. Shoemaker; Army vet-
erans Connie Mack, John
Mercado, and Janine Thal-
blum; Air Force veteran
Ronald J. Wellendorf; and
two active-duty servicemen,
Pablo G. Colon, U.S. Army,
and Bronson L. Suyat, U.S.

Coast Guard.

The banners, sponsored
by community members, are
on display along Doughtery
Road, near Camp Parks,
between Scarlett Drive and
Amador Valley Boulevard.
A "walking tour" map with
the location of each banner
can be downloaded at bit.
ly/3fz0t7j.

Park District Issues Snake Warning

The East Bay Regional Park District last week warned hikers and visitors to
be aware of snakes, most notably rattlesnakes, along some trails in Alameda
and Contra Costa counties.

Park district staff said warm spring weather can prompt snakes to explore
their environment, which can lead to more encounters with humans and dogs.
They advised hikers and visitors to leave all snakes alone. Park wildlife is pro-

tected by law.

They also said parkgoers should avoid hiking alone; scan the ground ahead of
them as they walk, jog or ride a bike; stay on trails; avoid walking in tall grass;
look before sitting down on a log or rock; and keep dogs on designated trails.

Library to Offer Summer Reading Recommendations

Livermore Public Li-
brary staff will discuss their
book recommendations for
teens and adults during a
Summer Reading Roundup
at the Civic Center Library,
1188 S. Livermore Ave.,
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., on
Wednesday, June 29.

The roundup is part of
the library’s Adult Summer
Reading Program. Those
who are unable to attend the
in-person recommendation
will also be able to view a
recording of the roundup at
bit.ly/3NojNFr.

Readers who participate

in the library’s summer read-
ing game will also be en-
tered into a drawing to win
a $50 gift certificate for a
local restaurant or business.

For more information,
visit library.livermoreca.gov
or the library’s Facebook

page.

HOTEL
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with the DSP and applicable
planning and zoning rules.”

Stromberg said SLD
would like city staff to work
with the developer, Davis-
based Presidio, to find an-
other parking location.

Development of a hotel
has long been on the wish
list for Livermore residents
and business owners who
believe a hotel can serve
as the centerpiece for the
downtown, providing much-
needed lodging for a region
hoping to electrify its wine
tourism industry.

City officials hope the
hotel will complete devel-
opment of the Livermore
Valley Center, bringing new
investment to downtown
Livermore, contributing
to the area’s revitalization
with the Bankhead Theater,
Livermore Cinemaand other
commercial projects.

Presidio proposed its ho-
tel plan six years ago, receiv-
ing city council approvals
for the project in 2016 and
2018.

A debate, however, ig-
nited over whether the hotel
should be located on the east
side of Livermore Avenue
near the Bankhead Theater
or the west side adjacent to
an open park.

Community groups op-
posed to the location ob-
tained enough signatures to
place the issue on the March
2020 ballot as Measure P.
\oters approved the measure
to allow the hotel to be built

on the east side by a 2-1 vote.

The project will include
25 public surface parking
stalls, including 13 for the
disabled, to be constructed
between the hotel and the
Bankhead Theater. The orig-
inal plan placed the hotel
atop underground parking
with 120 spaces.

However, according to
a city report written by As-
sociate Planner Tricia Pon-
tau, the project’s delays
and increased costs made
underground parking no
longer feasible for Presidio.
In January, the city council
approved a plan to loan $1.9
million to the company to
buy a 33,600-square-foot
parcel formerly used by a
pool supply business for
valet parking.

The loan, officially made
to Presidio’s 2205 Railroad
Ave. LLC, must be paid
back in a lump sum at 3.5%
interest when the hotel opens
by 2025.

SLD opposed the park-
ing plan during that January
meeting, but the council
voted unanimously in favor
of it.

In his letter to the plan-
ning commission, Strom-
berg argued that the valet
lot about a tenth-of-a-mile
away from the hotel did not
qualify as “on-site” parking
as required by the DSP. He
also contended that DSP re-
quired parking to be within
the downtown core and,
while the hotel was within

that designation, the parking
lot was not.

“Because the 2080 Rail-
road Ave. site is outside
of the downtown core, the
project is inconsistent with
the specific plan, in that it
would allow off-site parking
for the hotel in an unlawful
location,” Stromberg wrote.

The attorney disagreed
with a staff report conclusion
that valet parking is a type of
on-site parking.

During the planning com-
mission meeting, Kimberly
Cilley, Livermore’s senior
assistant city attorney, dis-
puted Stromberg’s conten-
tions. Cilley said the valet
parking plan met DSP’s
downtown core provision
because drivers would be
bringing and picking up their
vehicles at the hotel. She
added that an EIR included
a measure “that the city has
long-contemplated valet
parking as a way to satisfy
the Downtown Specific Plan
parking requirement.”

The panel made some
suggestions for minor im-
provements for bicycle
parking and crosswalks,
but otherwise approved the
hotel plan.

“I didn't go to law school
... but I do believe the As-
sistant City Attorney,” Com-
missioner John Stein said. “I
believe we can make all the
findings necessary for this
project.”

OBITUARIES

Virginia E. McFann, wife
and mother, passed away on
Saturday, December 26, 2020,
at the age of 88 due to com-
plications from a fall at home.
Virginia was born on April 16,
1932, in Seattle, Washington
to Otis and Elizabeth (Mc-
Cuaig) Lassiter. As a family,
they moved around and finally
settled in Southern California.
She graduated high school
from Venice High in 1949,
received an AA from Santa
Monica College and a BA in
history from UCLA. After
receiving her BA, she returned
to UCLA to earn a teaching
credential. She taught for a
few years in the Los Angeles
school system before leaving
to start a family.

A violinist, Virginia was a
founding member of the Liver-
more-Amador Symphony.
For 52 years, her passion for

Virginia McFann

April 16, 1932 — Dec. 26, 2020

supporting music in the Liver-
more Valley was demonstrated
through holding almost every
leadership position within the
Symphony Guild. After retir-
ing from LVVJUSD, she helped
young musicians by volunteer-
ing with the Junction Avenue
Middle School string program.
She also played in the orches-

tra for hundreds of community
theater productions and was
proud of her part in helping
students obtain scholarships
to study music.

Virginia is survived by
her four sons and their wives,
Gregory (Josephine); Bri-
an, Garret (Julie-Ann); Kent
(April), and five grandchil-
dren, Steven, Caitlin, Dono-
van, Aidan and Mark, and her
long-time caregiver and friend
Zakia Hazrati. A memorial
service will be held on Friday,
June 10, 2022, in the chapel at
the First Presbyterian of Liver-
more, 2020 5th Street, Liver-
more, California, at 2 p.m. A
reception in the Fellowship
Hall will follow. In Virginia's
honor, donations may be made
to the Livermore-Amador
Symphony Association at
http://livermoreamadorsym-
phony.org/donations.html.

A memorial reception will
be held at The Duarte Garage
and Lincoln Highway Mu-
seum on the corner of Pine
and North L Street, Livermore,
California, on Wednesday,
June 15, at 2 p.m. Charles B.
McFann, Jr., 95, died in Liver-
more, California, on May 22,
2022. He is survived by four
sons and their wives: Gregory
(Josephine); Brian; Garret
(Julie-Ann), Kent (April); a
brother, John McFann (Shel-
by); and five grandchildren:
Steven, Caitlin, Donovan, Aid-
an and Mark McFann. Charles
was preceded in death by his
wife, Virginia E. McFann, and
sister, Joan Dougherty.

Charles was born on Feb. 8,
1926, in Mishawaka, Indiana
to Iva (Jackman) and Charles
B. McFann Sr. but spent most
of his childhood in Southern
California. He graduated from
the University of Denver in
June 1952 with a degree in

Charles B. McFann
Feb. 8, 1926 — May 21, 2022

mechanical engineering with
honors. He began his engi-
neering career in the Southern
California aerospace industry
before moving to Livermore in
1962, where he worked at the
Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory (LLNL) for more
than 20 years. After retirement
from LLNL, he was a consul-

tant for several companies in
Silicon Valley.

Charles was a WWII vet-
eran who enlisted in the Navy
on his 17th birthday. He saw
action in the South Pacific as
a turret gunner in a torpedo
bomber. He was on the same
ship as one future president,
Gerald Ford, and in the same
task force as another, George
H. W. Bush. He took part
in the atomic bomb testing
at Bikini Atoll. He was an
active member of the Liver-
more Art Association and the
Livermore Heritage Guild. He
singlehandedly renovated his
historic home in Livermore
and an old cottage on South
K Street, plus restored old
cars and photographs. He was
instrumental in the restoration
of the antique fire engines
at the Duarte Garage and
Lincoln Highway Museum in
Livermore.

Erin Winter passed away
suddenly on May 9 in Liver-
more, California of natural
causes. Born in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, Erin grew up in
Virginia, North Carolina, St.
Louis, Missouri and Los An-
geles, California, before mov-
ing to Tiburon, California,
where she graduated from
Redwood High School in
1992. She found quick suc-
cess in the real estate industry
before joining her mother
Lynn and brother Mark in
their thriving family business,
Hired Hands Inc. It was there
that she truly prospered, bring-
ing light, commitment and
compassion to every day. She
absolutely loved the lifework
of senior care, and the oppor-
tunity to work alongside so
many amazing people; help-
ing seniors and their families

Erin Elizabeth Winter
Nov. 13, 1975 — May 9, 2022

brought her great joy.

In 2013, Erin expanded
Hired Hands operations by
opening an office in Pleasan-
ton and moving to Livermore
to be with her life partner Tim
Ponder. It was here she greatly
enjoyed the ranch lifestyle,
surrounded by many animals,

and was thoroughly involved
in the community, including
the Livermore Rodeo As-
sociation. Erin felt strongly
about helping people and was
a leader in her local PEO Inter-
national chapter — educating,
motivating and celebrating
women through philanthropy
and education.

Erinis survived by her par-
ents Lynn Winter of Sonoma
and Ron Winter of Indianapo-
lis. She is mourned by her life
partner, Tim Ponder; her oldest
brother Mark Winter (Lori)
and daughter Elsa of Sonoma,
as well as brother Joel Winter
(Cecilia) and their children
Madeleine and Griffin of San
Francisco and their extended
families. Erin will be lovingly
remembered for her positive
energy, beautiful smile and
compassionate heart.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Engineering societies.

Donald Wayne Moon of Livermore passed away
peacefully at the age of 88 after a two-year battle with
cancer. Born in Herrick, a small farming community
in central Illinois, he was the second son and young-
est child of J. Burl Moon and Joanna (Turner) Moon.
While his father and older brother were away serving
in World War 11, he remained in the small community
of Herrick where he was known as “Wayne,” working
family farms and educating himself. From his child-
hood, he showed a strong mechanical propensity; he
once dismantled an old lawnmower engine to motorize
his bicycle used to deliver newspapers in the town.
He went on to major in mechanical engineering at
the University of Illinois in Urbana. His superior
performance was rewarded by membership in the University Honor Society and

Donald Wayne Moon
April 1, 1934 — May 1, 2022

In 1956, he met his future wife Joan, and they were married in June 1958, settling
in Detroit where Don worked for General Motors while Joan worked on her PhD. In
1961, he was ready to return to academia. He earned his PhD degree in material sci-
ences at Caltech in Pasadena in 1966 and was then hired by UC Davis to help develop
its fledgling Mechanical Engineering Department. The couple moved to Woodland
and then to Davis where they bought their first house and welcomed Anita (1967)
and David (1968) to the family, and Don added a consulting service to his teaching.
In 1972, he moved the family to Walnut Creek when he left UC Davis for employ-
ment with Lawrence Livermore Laboratory, where he remained until his retirement
in 1994. Though he and Joan divorced in 1983, they remained close and together saw
their children graduate from law and medical schools.

During Don’s retirement years, he enjoyed playing bridge, perfecting his golf
game, and taking many trips with friends around the western United States, Europe
and Asia. In 2021, with declining health, he moved to Mill Valley where his proximity
to his daughter Anita, her family and his treasured caregiver Rigat provided him with
care and love. Don is preceded in death by his parents and his brother James Moon.
He is survived by his daughter Anita Moon-Grady (Daniel); son David Moon (JiAe
(Kim)); five grandchildren — Siobhan (Sophia) and Jamie Grady, and Samantha,
Melissa and Rebecca Moon — and two nephews, James and Carl Moon.

Don was a very kind and gentle man; he disliked confrontation and preferred a
rational approach to problems. He loved and was loved by his family unconditionally
and will be missed immensely. A celebration of life will be held on June 19, 2022, at
Poppy Ridge Golf Course. All are welcome, but please contact the family for details if
interested in attending (amoongrady@gmail.com). In lieu of flowers, please consider
a donation to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital at https://tinyurl.com/DWMoon-
StJude or to the Fetal Heart Society at https://fetalheartsociety.org/donations/donate/.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

as “Tumbleweed.”

Bruce Dale Weidman
July 1, 1949 — May 13, 2022

Bruce was born in Quakertown, Pennsylvania
and moved with his family to Livermore as a young
boy. He graduated from Livermore High School
in 1967. He served in the Army in Panama and
then came back to work at Lucky’s as a butcher.
A few years later, he was hired to be the first park
ranger at Sycamore Grove Park in Livermore and
therein found his life’s purpose. Wherever there
was a nature presentation, an Easter egg hunt or a
moonlight walk, one could find Ranger Bruce. He
delighted campers with stimulating activities as the ranger at Camp Shelly in
South Lake Tahoe. He worked and lived at Sugarloaf Open Space in Walnut
Creek for 21 years, where his Ancient Ways program on primitive weapons
and technology was a highlight for the local community. Bruce proudly styled
himself a butcher, baker and candlestick maker for all his varied skills and trades.
He retired in 2016, settled in Sonora and became a docent for Columbia State
Park where he portrayed a trapper and trader character affectionately known

Bruce was preceded in death by his parents, Walt and Dolores Weidman,
and his sister, Annette Weaver. He is survived by his loving wife, Deanne
Weidman; his siblings, Les Weidman, Lynn Staysa and Jani Richards, and his
beloved children, Robert Weidman, Jeremy Fones and Jennifer Holloway. He
was adored by his six grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. Memo-
rial gifts can be made via donations in Bruce Weidman’s name to: Friends of
Columbia State Historic Park, P.O. Box 367, Columbia, California, 95310.
Please wear bright colors, not black, to his Celebration of Life at 10 a.m. on
June 18, 2022, at Sugarloaf Open Space, 2161 Youngs Valley Road, Walnut
Creek, California, 94596.
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Livermore Wines Showcased at Uncorked! Competition

By Laura Ness

Congratulations to all
the wineries who entered
award-winning wines in the
13th annual Uncorked Wine
Competition, hosted by the
Tri-Valley Conservancy
(TVC).

of 70 final judging round
entries, prevailing over the
Best White, the 2021 Darcie
Kent Sauvignon Blanc from
Triska Vineyard, and the
Best Rosé, the 2021 Wine
Without Borders Rosé of
Grenache from the Gum
Tree Vineyard, made under

awarded to the 2019 Las
Positas Estate Syrah, an
immense wine of great
structure that stood out
amongst a ginormous field.
Winemaker Brent Amos
also scored Double Gold
in this class for the 2019
Las Positas Tempranillo.

“Designed to showcase the diverse talents of Livermore Valley’s
winemakers, only wines made from fruit grown in the Livermore
Valley American Viticultural Area can be entered, which
keeps the focus on the valley’s unique terroir.”

Kudos to the TVC and
especially to board member
Cynthia Ross and consul-
tant Angela Rundles, who
coordinated the massive
effort which culminated in
a gala awards celebration
held at the Garré event
center, on May 19.

The competition was de-
veloped by Laura Ness and
longtime Tri-Valley Con-
servancy Executive Direc-
tor Laura Mercier, who left
the post last June after 18
years with the non-profit.
Designed to showcase the
diverse talents of Liver-
more Valley’s winemakers,
only wines made from fruit
grown in the Livermore
Valley American Viticul-
tural Area can be entered,
which keeps the focus on
the valley’s unique terroir.

Pivotal to the TVC’s
charter is the preserva-
tion of agricultural land in
perpetuity. The TVC itself
was created as an agricul-
tural land trust as part of
the South Valley Plan, and
has played a key role in
encouraging the planting of
small vineyards throughout
the Valley.

This year, it was Collin
Cranor of Nottingham Cel-
lars taking Best of Show
and Best Red for his 2017
Micro Lot Reserve Cab-
ernet Sauvignon, made of
fruit sourced from the Casa
de Vifas, Sacahau, Smith
and Ghielmetti Vineyards.
A perfect example of how
some of the Valley’s best
vineyards can create liquid
harmony, it bested a field

the Almost Famous Wine
Company label.

The final round judges
were Jim Gordon (Wine
Enthusiast), Fred Swan
(Norcal Wines) and Laura
Ness.

Best of Class in the Oth-
er White category this year
went to the 2021 Darcie
Kent Sauvignon Blanc.
Other Gold winning entries
in this class were the 2021
Garré Estate Pinot Grigio
and 2020 Almost Famous
Wine Company Griliner
Veltliner, Triska Vineyard.

Best of Class in the
Chardonnay Category was
the 2020 Wood Family Para
Mas Amigas from Block
12 of Wisner Vineyard.
Other Gold medalists here
were the 2019 Darcie Kent
De Mayo Vineyard and
the 2019 Arroyo Cellars
Sblendorio Estate.

Best of Class Rosé went
to the 2021 Wine Without
Borders Rosé of Grenache.
Other Gold medalists in
this category were the 2021
Rosato di Sangiovese from
Garré Vineyard & Win-
ery and the 2021 Wood
Family Pink Pearl Rosé of
Grenache from the Fong
Vineyard.

Best Zinfandel/Primiti-
vo went to the 2019 Darcie
Kent Field Blend Zin from
DeMayo Vineyard. Other
Gold medalists were 2018
Ruby Hill Winery Jewel
Collection and 2019 Wood
Family Big Wood Zin, from
Raboli, Ravenswood, Eagle
Ridge and Scott Vineyards.

Best Other Red was

Double Gold also went to
the 2018 Garré Vineyard
Estate Sangiovese, along
with Gold for the 2018
Garré Syrah. The 2019
Concannon Stampmaker’s
Reserve scored Gold as did
the 2019 Nottingham Cel-
lars Casa de Vifias Select
Blocks, a blend of 50% Pe-
tite Sirah, 25% Cab Franc
and 25% Cab Sauvignon,
from the Casa de Vifias
vineyard farmed by Julio
Covarrubias.

Best of Class and Dou-
ble Gold in the Bordeaux
Blends category went to the
2018 Almost Famous Wine
Company “Choreography”
from Crown Block and
Bing’s Barn vineyards. The
2019 Wood Family “The
Captain” from One Oak,
White Cat, Thomson and
Smith vineyards scored
Double Gold as well. Addi-
tional Golds were awarded
to 2019 Big White House &
John Evan Cellars “Chateau
Marion,” and the 2019 Al-
most Famous “Firepit Red.”

Best of Class in the Mal-
bec and Petit Verdot Cat-
egory went to 2019 Cuda
Ridge Petit Verdot from
Smith Ranch Vineyard.
The 2019 Big White House
Malbec from Ghielmetti
Vineyard scored Double
Gold, as did the 2019 Dar-
cie Kent Estate Crown
Block. Wood Family also
scored Gold for their 2019
Smith Ranch Petit Verdot.

Best of Class for Merlot
went to the 2019 Wood
Family One Oak Estate,
while Best of Class for

Cabernet Franc went to the
2019 Wood Family Caber-
net Franc from White Cat
and Ghielmetti Vineyards.
The 2019 Darcie Kent
Stone Patch scored Double
Gold as did the 2019 Cuda
Ridge White Cat Vineyard
Cab Franc.

Best of Class for Cab-
ernet Sauvignon under $40
went to 2018 Almost Fa-
mous Dog Day from Mad-
den Ranch and Bing’s Barn.
Other Golds went to 2018
Rubino Estates Riserva
and to 2019 Wood Family
“Viva.”

Best of Class for Cab-
ernet Sauvignon over $40
went to the 2017 Notting-
ham Cellars Micro Lot Re-
serve Cabernet Sauvignon
(with 6% Petit Verdot).
Double Golds in this cat-
egory also went to the 2018
Concannon Clone 7, the
2017 McGrail Vineyards
Estate A Jo Elét (“The Good
Life”), the 2018 Lineage
Collection “The Premier”
by Steve Kent Mirassou,
from the Home Ranch, Sa-
chau and Ghielmetti Vine-
yards, and the 2018 Darcie
Kent Clone 30 from Bing’s
Barn.

Best of Class for Petite
Sirah went to the 2019
Concannon Nina’s Reserve.
Concannon also scored a
Double Gold for their 2018
Reserve. The tribute to the
last vintage from Madden
Ranch, the 2018 Darcie
Kent Ghost Vines Petite
Sirah was also awarded a
Double Gold. The 2017
Ruby Hill Jewel Collection
also scored a Gold.

Longtime Livermore
Valley winemaker, Julian
Halasz, (previously at Rios
Lovell and Concannon)
gets credit for the most
Best of Class wins for five,
three for Almost Famous
and two for Darcie Kent
Wines. Rhonda Wood and
her winemaking team at
Wood Family took three
BOC wins.

Congratulations to all
the winemakers who con-
tinue to turn the fruit of
the valley into something
utterly delicious and worthy
of toasting in celebration of
this special place.

Dublin Urges Residents to
Register for Emergency Alerts

Dublin is encouraging
residents to register their
mobile phones to receive
emergency alerts by email.

The city’s Emergency
Alert System is designed
to notify residents of emer-
gencies in the city and sur-
rounding community, along
with recommendations on
what actions should be
taken.

An Emergency Alert
icon on the city’s website
will also be displayed. The
city is also partnering with
Alameda County on a new
high-speed telephonic no-
tification system, AC Alert,
that allows the county to
target specific areas of the
community for emergencies
such as missing children,
utility outages, road clo-
sures, fires, and boil-water
alerts.

According to the county,
the AC Alert system is ca-
pable of dialing thousands
of phone numbers per hour,

making up to three attempts
to deliver a recorded mes-
sage to a live person or an
answering machine. The
county already has contact
information for local land-
lines through an agreement
with AT&T, but residents
without landlines need to
register their mobile de-
vices and email addresses
attinyurl.com/2p8msvze to
receive recorded messages.

Dublin Police Services
has also partnered with
Nixle, an emergency no-
tification system, to alert
residents during emergen-
cies, road closures, or other
health or safety issues. The
Alameda County Fire De-
partment also issues alerts
via Nixle.

To receive police or fire
alerts on a cell phone, text
"Dublin" or the city's zip
code, 94568, to 88877 or
visit nixle.com. For more
information, visit tinyurl.
com/mpu2w744.

SOLAR

(Continued from first page)

had a chance to read it late
Tuesday afternoon.

The Independent will
provide details of the of-
ficial ruling once it is made
available.

Grillo’s decision does not
mean the case to stop the
Aramis facility along Cay-
etano Creek is over. SNLV
and the other organizations
have the right to appeal
to California’s 1st District
Court of Appeal.

The groups’ hopes for
success in the higher court
could be buoyed by a com-
ment Grillo made during
a series of hearings before
him in his Alameda County
courtroom. Grillo said that a
higher court might overturn
his local decision and let
voters decide the “bigger
picture” of whether the Ara-
mis plant should be built.

"The big picture is should
the voters have a chance to
weigh in on whether or not
there is going to be a big
field of solar panels in an

agriculture area,” Grillo said
at the time.

Although Grillo issued
his official decision Tuesday,
he had already released a
tentative ruling in mid-April
indicating he was leaning in
the county’s favor. In that
tentative ruling, Grillo said
he believed county officials
and the Board of Supervi-
sors acted appropriately
March 24, 2021, when they
approved the project.

Despite that, Grillo con-
tinued to allow attorneys to
try to convince him other-
wise during two hearings. If
given the chance, Intersect
Power plans to build and
operate a renewable energy
plant capable of generating
and storing 100 megawatts
of power that could provide
electricity to 25,000 Bay
Area homes. The utility
project would have 267,000
solar panels spread across
the site.

EDEN

(Continued from first page)

year’s city approvals for the
project has been concluded.
This action is an obvious
tactic to prevent a new coun-
cil from making any change
to its unpopular plan.”

According to Ryon, a
campaign to collect signa-
tures will follow, so that vot-
ers “can decide whether the
Eden agreement harms the
city and should be rejected.”

The entire council has
shown continued support
for the Eden project, citing
an urgent need for afford-
able homes in the midst of
a statewide housing crisis.
The project is supported by
several Livermore and Bay
Area anti-poverty and en-
vironmental organizations,
including the Livermore
Housing Authority, East
Bay Housing Organizations,
the Tri-Valley Anti-Poverty
Collaborative and Greenbelt
Alliance.

Opponents of the project,
however, have agreed that
there’s a need for affordable

homes, but have expressed
the desire to move the hous-
ing across Railroad Avenue
to the north, where they say
as many as 230 affordable
units could be built and
more parking, while leaving
space for a park in the center
of town. The council should
also look at other sites, the
community group notes.
SLD’s lawsuit argued
that the city unlawfully ap-
proved the project, because
it doesn’t follow the Down-
town Specific Plan design
standards and California
Environmental Quality Act
requirements. While Alam-
eda Superior Court Judge
Frank Roesch ruled against
SLD, the group filed its
case with the Court of Ap-
peal in April. According to
city officials, last week’s
amendment to the develop-
ment agreement will enable
the project to go forward
quickly if an appellate court
rules against the SLD suit.
Ryon said this decision

means that once the prop-
erty is transferred to Eden,
there will no longer be an
opportunity to assess poten-
tial alternative locations for
the housing project at a site
that can provide even more
apartment units and more
parking.

“The chance to turn the
center of town into a cre-
ative park, a gathering place
for friends and families,
would be lost,” he said.
“Three new city council-
members will be elected this
November. If a majority of
the new council favors re-
locating the Eden Housing
project, this agreement will
tie their hands and provide
them with no real options.
They will be left with a proj-
ect that they and Livermore
citizens do not support. That
is why |, among others,
believe the only way we
can fix this problem is by
taking this agreement to the
voters.”

During the council meet-

ing last week, Mayor Bob
Woerner called the deal to
sell the land for Eden’s de-
velopment well-considered,
while protecting the city and
community’s interest. He
condemned opponents who
he said sought to delay the
project in court.

“Having repeatedly
failed at the ballot box by
2-1 margins, they have now
resorted to frivolous law-
suits to block progress,”
Woerner said. “We heard
another direct threat of even
more litigation (Monday)
They have dramatically
failed in court so far. And
I'm confident that they will
continue to fail in court and
elsewhere.”

Linda Mandolini, the
president of Eden Housing,
said during the same meet-
ing that efforts to prevent the
project will continue to fail
in court.

“Had we not been sued,
this project would be in
construction right now and

we would be welcoming
130 families to their homes
next year,” Mandolini said.
“It is really unfortunate that
we continue to be basically
delayed for no legitimate
reason.”

In an email to The Inde-
pendent this week, Council-
member Robert Carling said
SLD is unwilling to listen.

“Specifically, every city
council vote on the down-
town since the plan was fi-
nalized in January 2018 has
been approved 5-0,” Carling
continued. “Those decisions
were made by three different
councils. The vote on the
hotel on March 3, 2020, was
2 to 1 against the same group
of people operating under a
different name. On May 24,
2021, the public comment
on the Eden agenda item
was 70 people in support
of the Eden project and 37
against. On May 24, 2022,
it was 27 in favor of Eden
and 13 against. Both are
margins of 2 to 1. Lastly,

the candidates for council
and mayor supported by
this group have gone down
to defeat in 2018 and 2020.
The voters have decided.
SLD just doesn't want to
listen. They should stop
wasting time and taxpayer
money.”

SLD members have
pointed out that based on
data from Thomson Reuters,
44% of Roesch’s cases have
been reversed in full or re-
versed in part.

As part of the referendum
process allowed under the
California Elections Code,
Fadem sent the city clerk —
for prompt transmittal to the
city attorney — a proposed
impartial summary of the
resolution and agreement.
The city attorney will have
the chance to modify the
impartial summary or decide
to make no changes.

Woerner and Mando-
lini did not respond to this
week’s requests for com-
ment before press time.

SEWER

(Continued from first page)

the sewer to be extended
within the SLVAP planning
area. The city has already
begun studying the future
sewer’s potential effect on
the environment.

The sewer line is ex-
pected to cost $11.5 mil-
lion. The city hopes to
use about $6.5 million in
Alameda County funding
and also secure federal and
state infrastructure funds
and groundwater manage-
ment grants to make up the
difference.

About 20 residents, in-
cluding vineyard owners,
called into the May 23 meet-
ing to comment, all in favor
of the sewer extension.

Several cautioned the
council and city staff to
take care how the measure
is written so that develop-
ers in the future cannot
find loopholes that lead to
damaging open space and

farmland.

“The open space around
Livermore is very impor-
tant for the agricultural
lands, with its vineyards
and numerous crops, the
parks that provide space
for humans and other liv-
ing things and the scenic
views that stimulate our
mental health,” said Jean
King, a representative of
Friends of Livermore. “The
South Livermore Valley
Area Plan, the South Liver-
more Valley Specific Plan,
County Measure D and the
Livermore Urban Growth
Boundaries protect all of
these ... Itis very important
that this initiative has clear,
consistent language and
that there be no unintended
consequences that might
not benefit the area.”

King said FOL was spe-
cifically concerned about
an area along Buena Vista

Road that is not covered by
the area or specific plans,
and expressed concern that
developers could attempt
to use the sewer ballot
measure’s language to cir-
cumvent Measure D’s pro-
visions that limit the size
of structures and result in
12,000-square-foot man-
sions.

“Some additional lan-
guage in the initiative clari-
fying this issue might avoid
confusion in the future,”
King said.

Dick Schneider, a co-
author of Measure D, which
voters approved in 2000 to
protect open space and ag-
ricultural land, said it's im-
portant that the ballot mea-
sure specify that the sewer
line is for commercial use
and not for large residential
homes that would use large
amounts of water.

“Large houses have lots

of bathrooms and lots of
water demand,” Schneider
said. “I think those kinds of
things need to be analyzed
carefully in the supplemen-
tal (Environmental Impact
Report) before the council
makes a decision about
what kinds of mitigations
may be required.”

Other speakers, includ-
ing former Livermore May-
or John Marchand, who has
announced his plan to run
again for the position, said
the infrastructure is needed
to attract larger wineries
to the region to bolster the
flagging industry.

“The only way that the
infrastructure needs can be
met is to build a sanitary
sewer down Tesla, a sewer
line that would serve the
needs of the wineries but
would not allow for urban
development,” Marchand
said.

David Epstein, TVC’s
executive director, said
a sewer line could help
stabilize agriculture in the
Livermore Valley and pre-
vent the pressure to develop
the land.

“Avibrant wine country
is important to maintain
the South Livermore Val-
ley’s community character
and agricultural economy,”
Epstein said. “The con-
struction of the sewer line
extension project would
have no direct impact on
Livermore taxpayers, and
the City of Livermore has
affirmed its existing waste-
water system has plenty
of capacity to process ad-
ditional wastewater.”

Karl Wente, vice presi-
dent of the Livermore Val-
ley Wine Growers Asso-
ciation and chair of the
county’s Agricultural Ad-
visory Committee, said

a sewer line is necessary
for agritourism, which is
critically important to the
industry’s future.

“Everyone agrees this is
the right thing to do for the
benefit of our community,”
Wente said. “Let's do it.
Let’s continue to bring all
the stakeholders that we
need to the table to do this.”

City councilmembers
Gina Bonanno, Bob Carling
and Trish Munro encour-
aged staff to heed the pub-
lic’s advice as they write the
measure.

“I do believe that getting
the language right is criti-
cal to getting this passed,”
Munro said. “Make sure
that it is as clear and airtight
as possible.”

“| think it would be in-
cumbent upon us when we
review this again to make
sure there's plenty of clar-
ity,” Carling added.
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Larraine Ferguson and Galie Feigenbaum from Livermore Boy Scout Troop 2942 place
flags at Memory Gardens cemetery on Saturday, May 28. Over 1,300 graves among
the three Livermore cemeteries were remembered with flags on Memorial Day. [See
photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

State Assembly Passes Bill to Allow
Suits Against Irresponsible Gun Sellers

By Joe Dworetzky
Bay City News Foundation

The day after Wednes-
day's mass school shootings
in Texas, the California State
Assembly passed AB 1594,
which allows survivors of
gun violence in California
to sue gun manufacturers
and sellers for damages if
the gun was sold in violation
of a new firearm industry
standard of conduct.

The bill was approved
by a vote of 50-20 and now
heads to the California State
Senate for consideration. If
enacted, the bill will create
an industry standard of con-
duct in California that will
require manufacturers and
sellers to establish reason-
able controls on the sale and
marketing of guns. In the
language of the legislative
comments that accompanied
the bill, gun manufacturers
and sellers may be sued
if they are “irresponsible,
reckless, and negligent in
the sale or marketing of their
products in California.’

Types of conduct that
could fall into that category
would be the sale of guns
that are ‘most suitable for
assaultive purposes’ rather
than for hunting or self-
defense. Another category
would be sales that target

minors or other individuals
legally prohibited from buy-
ing firearms.

The statute is designed
to permit state law actions
against gun manufacturers
and sellers that might oth-
erwise by precluded by the
federal Protection of Lawful
Commerce in Arms Act,
which was signed into law
on Oct. 26, 2005, by then
President George W. Bush.
The federal statute provides
immunity to manufacturers
and sellers if a gun they have
sold is used illegally.

There are several excep-
tions to the federal immuni-
ty, one of them is applicable
when the manufacturer or
seller ‘knowingly violated
a state ... statute applicable
to the sale or marketing of
the product.’

The legislative com-
ments to the bill note that
courts have differed on
interpreting the scope of
the federal exception. Two
courts - one of them the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 9th
Circuit (the federal appellate
court that covers California)
- adopted narrow interpre-
tations of the exception.
Those courts said that the
exemption does not apply
to state laws that are gener-
ally applicable to the sale or
manufacture of commercial

products, but only to state
laws that specifically apply
to the firearms industry.

AB 1594 seeks to fall
within that narrow interpre-
tation by creating a law that
is specifically applicable to
the firearms industry. It was
co-authored by The Brady
Campaign and California
Attorney General Rob Bonta
and introduced by Assem-
blymembers Phil Ting, D-
San Francisco; Mike Gip-
son, D-Compton; and Chris
Ward, D-San Diego.

"It's not fair that almost
every industry in the United
States can be held liable for
what their products do, yet
the gun industry is exempt
from that, providing no in-
centive to follow our laws,"
said Ting. "Hitting their bot-
tom line may finally compel
them to take every step
possible to prevent illegal
sales and theft of firearms to
reduce gun violence."

In addition to individuals
who have been harmed by
gun violence in California,
the bill allows the attorney
general, as well as city and
county attorneys, to bring
actions to enforce the provi-
sions of the bill. If enacted,
the bill would take effect
July 1, 2023.

Pleasanton Celebrates Classes of 2022

By Dawnmarie Fehr

The Pleasanton commu-
nity turned up the celebra-
tion for local high school
seniors last weekend with
the placement of an array
of colorful ribbons flank-
ing the poles on downtown
Main Street.

The yellow, purple, blue
and black ribbons represent
each high school’s colors —
blue for Foothill High, pur-
ple for Amador Valley High,
black for Village High, and
yellow for all three.

“The ribbons start at

the bridge and go all the
way down Main Street to
Bernal,” said Amador Val-
ley parent volunteer Robin
Cruz. “There’s roughly 90
poles with four ribbons each
and there’s about 40 ribbons
on the bridge. So about 400
ribbons between the poles
and the bridge.”

Cruz said 35 parents,
teachers, city and district
officials turned out to hang
the ribbons; a tradition
started in 2020 when the
senior class’s activities were
canceled due to the pan-
demic and Pleasanton Uni-

Ribbons festooned the downtown area in Pleasanton
last week in celebration of the Class of 2022. Ribbons
recognizing Foothill, Amador and Village high schools
were placed by volunteers on Main Street and the
adjacent bridge area. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

fied School District parents
were looking for a way to
make the graduating class
feel special. The ribbons
were so appreciated, they’ve
been brought back each year
since.

“I think it’s such great
community involvement,”
said Cruz. “It’s acommunity
effort and the kids seem so
honored to have it.”

Rangers to Join Library for Nature Storytimes

Rangers with the Liver-
more Area Recreation and
Parks District will join li-
brarians from the Livermore
Public Library to share chil-
dren's books about nature
and wildlife at two, free Na-
ture Storytimes on the trails
in Sycamore Grove Park this
summer.

Weather permitting, a
Hobbit Tree Nature Story-
time is scheduled for 11a.m.,
on Friday, June 10.

Family members should
wear comfortable walking
shoes and meet at the kiosk
near the Wetmore Road en-
trance to the park, according
to the library. The program
will begin after a half-mile
walk along a paved path that
is suitable for strollers.

The Creekside Nature
Storytime is scheduled for 11
a.m., on Friday, July 8, also
weather permitting.

Families should meet at
the Arroyo Road entrance

to the park, according to the
library.

Following a water-
themed story time, a park
ranger will lead children
down to the creek to explore
the water and wildlife. Par-
ticipants should wear sturdy

shoes that they do not mind
getting wet; flip-flops are not
allowed.

Although registration is
not required, the first 20 fami-
lies to sign up for each session
will be placed on a list to
receive a free parking pass.

$20 Hourly

EVENT STAFFING
(May to August)

Information: (925) 455-6585 or

livermoreSEP@icloud.com or
apply in person at 2282 Fourth
St, Livermore, CA 94550

TIRED OF
NO BURN DAYS?

WE SELL AND INSTALL
FIREPLACE INSERTS* AND FIREPLACES.

SAVE UP TO *400.00 ON SELECT UNITS.

JEES

FIREPLACES 23585 CONNECTICUT ST # 15, HAYWARD
510.471.5601 www.jerrysfireplaces.com

Locally owned by Livermore resident,

happily servicing the Tri-Valley since 1982
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*Gas, Wood and Pellet
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or mail a check to 2250 First St., Livermore, CA 94550
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Saturday, June 4
Building a New World

The Livermore-Amador
Symphony welcomes the engag-
ing and virtuosic pianist Frederic
Chiu, an exceptional interpreter
of the music of Prokofiev, in a
performance of the composer’s
thrilling third piano concerto.
Join as they conclude the sea-
son with an audience favorite,
Dvorék’s beloved New World
Symphony. Prelude Talk begins
at7 p.m., and the concert starts
at 8 p.m. There will also be an
after-concert reception. Tickets
are available at the Bankhead
box office and livermorearts.org.

Saturday, June 4 and Thurs-
day, June 5
Goodguys 27th Annual Sum-
mer Get-Together

Goodguys, America’s fa-
vorite car show, will be host-
ing its 27th Annual Summer
Get-Together on Saturday from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sunday
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; at the
Alameda County Fairgrounds,
4501 Pleasanton Ave. The event
will feature a burnout competi-
tion, indoor muscle car show;
live entertainment; a variety of
food trucks, giveaway prizes and
more. Tickets can be purchased
at the gate or online at good-
guys.com.

Wednesday, June 8
Interfaith Interconnect
Religion Chat

From 5to 6 p.m., this month’s
Interfaith Interconnect Religion
Chat topic is “How does your
community welcome children
and youth into the faith? What
rite of passage ceremonies are
traditional in your culture?” Fea-
tured speakers are Trish Munro,
Congregation Beth Emek, and
Karan Saini, Sikh. Presenta-
tions include time for audience
questions, and optional breakout
discussion groups will take
place from 6 to 6:30 p.m. The
in-person meeting will take
place at the Muslim Community
Center East Bay, Suite 100, 5724
W. Las Positas Blvd., in Pleasan-
ton. For a map, visit mcceasthay.
org/hp. For the Zoom meeting,
visit bit.ly/3G8AVN9. Doors and
the Zoom room open at 4:40.
For more information, email
interfaith.interconnect@gmail.
com or visit facebook.com/
Interfaithinterconnect.

Sunday, June 12
Celtic Harps at Trinity
Lutheran Church

Lisa Lynne and Aryeh Frank-
furter will perform Celtic Harps,
rare instruments and wondrous
stories, at the Trinity Lutheran
Church of Pleasanton, at 4 p.m.

TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The show features two Celtic
harps, the rare Swedish Nyckel-
harpa, Ukrainian Bandura, Cittern
and more. The concert takes
place at 1225 Hopyard Road, in
Pleasanton. Suggested donation
is $15 to $20, and students and
children are free.

Monday, June 13
Livermore-Amador Genealog-
ical Society Presents Karen
Bowdren LaDuc

During “How to Research your
Ancestors in Italian Records”
Karen will walk you through the
steps to find what you are looking
for and download it successfully.
She will also review the hasics
of Italian research and the use
of familysearch.org. The free
presentation beings at 7 p.m., with
the Zoom call starting at 6:30 p.m.
Preregister at hit.ly/3wif02F.

Wednesday, June 22
State of the County with Super-
visor David Haubert

Join Supervisor David Haubert
as he delivers his first State of
the County, during which he will
reflect on recent accomplishments
achieved hy Alameda County, as
well as the challenges that lay
ahead, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m., at 6680 Regional St., in
Dublin. Sponsorships are still
available. For more information,
call 925-828-6200.

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar

and visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online.

Thursday, June 16
Summer Concert Series at
Emerald Glen Park

Dublin’s Summer Concert
Series returns to the Emerald
Glen Park Amphitheater during
the Dublin Farmers’ Market. The
event kicks off with the ‘80s cover
hand, the Spazmatics, performing
at 6 p.m. That evening is also
LGBTQ+ Night at the Dublin
Farmers’ Market. The concerts
are free, and guests should plan
on bringing bhlankets or lawn
chairs. The Dublin Lions Club
will also be on hand for wine and
beer tastings, and dinner can he
purchased from one of the many
food vendors. For more informa-
tion, visit hit.ly/3PNSypL.

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS

Pleasanton Farmers Market
Open for the Season

Open Saturdays, from 10 to
1 p.m., at Main Street and West
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and
over are welcome for special-
ized shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.
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Granada Takes Second in NCS Playoffs

By Nathan Canilao

The Granada High
School softball team was de-
feated by the Heritage High
Patriots 8-0 on May 27.

Heritage scored five runs
in the first inning and put the
Matadors behind early. In
the sixth inning, Heritage
scored three more runs and
put the game away for good.

The Matadors had a rare
struggle offensively against
the Patriots. They were
shutout through all seven
innings and eight batters
struck out.

It was also a struggle for
the Matadors defensively.
They gave up two, three-run
home runs and couldn’t stop
the high-powered Heritage
offense.

The Matadors will con-
tinue on to the CIF State
Championship series despite
the loss. With earning the
No. 1 seed, they were guar-
anteed a spot regardless of
the outcome.

They will look to bounce
back in the state champion-
ship playoffs as they come
in as the No. 7 seed in the
Division I bracket.

: St feralt
Granada High’s left fielder Lauren Deplitch grabs a fly ball during the varsity North
Coast Section Softball Championships Finals, Division 1 on May 27 against Heritage
High School. Heritage won 8-0. . [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/
multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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From top row left: Emma Lim, Makenna Meyers-McNerney, Foothill High School head
coach Jorge Quero, Torre Anderson, Marina Garcia, Sabrina Nelson, AND Claire Van
Horn, Kayla Galvez, and Samantha Lim recently attended the California State Track
Championship, along with more than 1,500 elite high school athletes, in Clovis,
California. Torre Anderson finished in 13th place in the Long Jump with a jump of 17
ft 11.5 inches. The 4x100 relay of Emma, Lin, Anderson, Marina Garcia, and Makenna
Meyers-McNerney finished in 15th place, with a time of 48.73. The 4x400 relay of Kayla
Galvez, Sabrina Nelson, Samantha Lim, and Claire Van Horn finished in 21st place, with
a time of 4:04.85. To qualify for state, these athletes had to advance through three
competitive rounds of qualifying — East Bay Athletic League (league), Tri Valley North
Coast Section (sectional), and the Meet of Champions, where they had to finish in the

Foothill Baseball Loses NCS Title Game

By Nathan Canilao

The Foothill High School
baseball team lost the North
Coast Section title game 9-6
to De La Salle High School
on May 27.

The game started off
strong for the Falcons. olk.
piThey scored at least one
run in the first four innings
and held a 4-0 lead in the
third inning.

The Spartans came back

strong in the fourth inning
and scored three runs to cut
the Falcons lead to just two.
De La Salle’s late push in the
final innings tied the game at
six apiece which led to extra
innings after the seventh.
Foothill shut down the
Spartans offense in the
eighth inning, but couldn’t
hold on in the ninth. They al-
lowed the Spartans to score
three runs in the ninth and
couldn’t answer back.

Senior Jack Basseer had
a big game for Foothill. He
went 3-for-5 with an RBI.
Brendan Comerford also
showed for the Falcons go-
ing 2-for-3 with an RBI.

The Falcons NCS run
ends, but they still are alive
for the CIF state title. They
qualified for the Division I
state title bracket with the
loss and will look to recap-
ture a championship in June.

Writers Club Names High School Winners

Jessica Jiang from Ama-
dor High School, Annika
Gangopadhyay from Foot-
hill High School, and Prakri-
ti, from Monte Vista High
School in Danville were
named first-place winners
in the Tri-Valley Writers
Club’s 11th annual High
School Writing Contest.

gopadhyay received first
place in poetry for “Nautch
Girl.” Saxena was hon-
ored in nonfiction for “How
to Win a Fight with Your
Parents.” Second place in
Short Story Fiction went
to Sameer Dhanvantari,
Vineyard High School in
Livermore, while third went

Catherine Vuletic, San Ra-
mon Valley High School,
and Sarah Baer, Amador.
Honorable mentions went to
Michelle Pan, Quarry Lane;
Victoria Huang, Foothill;
and Annika Gangopadhyay,
Foothill.

Second place in nonfic-
tion went to Srija Nam-

top three. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Livermore Ends Softhall Season With 8-3 Loss

By Nathan Canilao

The Livermore High
School softball team was
defeated in the second
round of the North Coast
Section playoffs on May 24
with a 8-3 loss to the Marin
Catholic Wildcats.

Both teams struggled to
get going from the start.
The first run of the game
didn’t come until the sixth
inning.

After seven innings,
both teams were tied at
two and the game went
into extras. In the eighth
inning, the Wildcats scored
six runs and made it a 8-2
ball game heading into the
bottom of the eighth.

The Cowboys couldn’t
recover and scored only
one run in the eight, ending
the game.

Taylor Rodriguez had a
big game on both ends for

Livermore. She went 2-for-
5 with a double. She also
pitched the entire game
and shutout the Wildcats
through six innings. She
finished with 13 strikeouts.

The No. 1 seed Cow-
boys’ season ends in the
semi-finals. They finished
their season with notable
wins over Granada, San
Ramon Valley, Freedom
and Petaluma.

Boosters Honor Olympian Scholars

By Nathan Canilao

On May 23, the Liver-
more-Granada Boosters
held their annual Olympian
Award Banquet where the
organization hands out the
Olympian Scholarship to
two Granada High student-
athletes and two Livermore
High student-athletes. Each
winner received a $2,500
scholarship.

Kevin Gad won the boys’
scholarship for Granada
High School. He was a
standout basketball player
for the Matadors this season,
leading them to an East Bay
Athletic League title game
berth. Gad is expected to
play basketball next season
at Saint Mary’s College.

Outfielder Mikayla
Winchell took the girls’
scholarship for Granada

High School. The Notre
Dame softball commit cur-
rently has 49 hits, 30 RBIs
and 39 runs across 27 games
this season.

For Livermore High’s
boys’ scholarship, wrestler
Timothy Cowan won the
award. He held a 34-6 re-
cord this past year and took
first place in the North Coast
section wrestling final. He is
committed to wrestle at Cal
Baptist University.

Dominican University
commit Taylor Rodriguez
won the girls’ scholarship
for Livermore High. The

right-handed pitcher has 24
wins on the year and has
327 strikeouts through 188
innings pitched.

ARROYO
CELLARS

Tasting Room Open:
Saturday: 12 - 5pm,
Sunday: 12 - 5pm,
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2270 Research Drive,
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING

926-447-8000

www.millersacandheating.com
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From back row left: Tri-Valley Writers Club Vice President Lynne Menon is shown with
contest winners Annika Gangopadhyay, Alex Hanin, Yufei Xian, Jessica Jiang, Sarah
Baer, and Pleasanton Teen Poet Nikita Jayaprakash. Seated are Sarah Ham, Natalie

May, Prakriti Saxena, Srija Nampally, and Catherine Vuletic. (Photo - Chuck Deckhert)

According to the Tri-
Valley group, a branch of
the California Writers Club,
81 students from a dozen
Tri-Valley schools submit-
ted 116 entries, including
32 short stories, 61 poems,
and 23 nonfiction essays.
Students from a dozen Tri-
Valley high schools com-
peted.

Jiang received first-place
honors for her short story,
“The Silent Voices.” Gan-

to Meghan Boyle, California
High School in San Ra-
mon. Honorable mentions
went to Sarah Ham, Monte
Vista; Alex Hanin, Califor-
nia; Serena Lei, Foothill;
Shriya Sridhar, Dougherty
High School; Sneha Ganesh,
Dougherty; and Yufei Xian,
Amador.

Second place in poetry
went to Julia Vu, Quarry
Lane School, while there
was a tie for third between

pally, Dublin High School,
while third went to Natalie
May, Granada High School.
Honorable mentions went
to Emma Ka, Amador; Jes-
sica Bakar, Foothill; Ange-
lina Ge, San Ramon Valley;
and Gayathri Viswanath,
Dougherty.

The winners were hon-
ored in a program at the
Four Points by Sheraton in
Pleasanton on May 21.

Alan Hu Foundation Awards Scholarships

The Alan Hu Foundation
has awarded $1,000 schol-
arships to six high school
seniors from Pleasanton, in-
cluding Ellen Kim, Delaney
Roehrs, and Jane Wu, from
Amador High School, and
Emma Hill, Beatricia Lam,
and Samreena Siddiqui,
from Foothill High School.

The Alan Hu Foundation
Scholarship was created

in memory of Alan Hu, a
15-year-old Amador High
School student who com-
mitted suicide in 2018. It
also honors Sarah Rahman,
a resident of Fremont who
took her own life in 2020
after suffering from mental
illness. She was 40.

The scholarships are
awarded to graduates of the
Pleasanton Unified School

District for further study
in the fields of psychology,
psychiatry, or neuroscience.

Xiaofang Chen, presi-
dent of the Pleasanton-based
foundation, said the selec-
tion committee was im-
pressed by the recipients’
resumes and passion for
psychology, neuroscience
and medical research to cure
mental illnesses.

Baranouskas Graduates ENMU

Eastern New Mexico University announced the graduation of Pleasanton resident Leah Baranouskas.

Morin Earns Master's Degree

Brittany Morin, of Pleasanton, has received a master’s degree in health data science from the University of

New Hampshire.
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LLNL, Amazon Announce Cloud Storage Development Agreement

Lawrence Livermore National Labora-
tory (LLNL) and Amazon Web Services
(AWS) have agreed to collaborate on de-
veloping cloud-based storage solutions for
use in high-performance computing (HPC).
In announcing the agreement last week,
LLNL and Amazon’s cloud-based storage
subsidiary said they would “define the role
of leadership-class high performance com-
puting (HPC) in a future where cloud HPC
is ubiquitous.”

Under the memorandum of understand-
ing, LLNL and AWS “will explore software

and hardware solutions spanning cloud and
on-premises HPC environments, with the
goal of establishing a common stack of
open-source software components that can
run equally well at both large HPC centers
and on cloud resources.”

Cloud storage allows users to transfer
data over the internet to an off-site storage
system maintained by a third party.

“The cloud HPC market is growing, and
clouds are becoming a viable way to run
HPC jobs,” said computer scientist Todd
Gamblin, who is leading the effort for LLNL.

“More software is being developed for
the cloud environment than for traditional
HPC centers, and larger portions of our
workflows are going to start looking like
cloud software,” Gamblin added. “We want
to be in tune with mainstream software de-
velopment, take advantage of this ecosystem
and be able to deploy it easily, the way that
clouds do.”

LLNL and AWS already have an existing
open-source collaboration involving Spack,
a software package Gamblin and his team
developed for HPC machines.

Building off that collaboration, LLNL
and AWS will explore how HPC centers
can better utilize cloud resources, including
models for data staging, data migration,
and cloud-bursting, using public cloud sites
when demand spikes

In addition to increased flexibility for us-
ers, Gamblin said a common HPC software
stack, programs designed to work in tandem,
could increase competitiveness, stimulate
tech transfer, and present a ‘more natural
direction’ for industry partners that can more
easily run HPC jobs in the cloud.
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 588892
The following person(s) doing
business as: Traveling Tax
Lady, 38399 Birch Street, New-
ark, CA 94560, is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Patricia E. Fretty, 38399 Birch
Street, Newark, CA 94560. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under
the fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 1/1/2017. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Patricia E.
Fretty, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on May 6, 2022.
Expires May 5, 2027. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5158 Pub-
lished May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 2022.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 588435
The following person(s) doing
business as: Third Culture Bak-
ery, 2701 8th Street, Unit 101,
Berkeley, CA 94710, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Third Culture Food
Group, 2701 8th Street, Unit
101, Berkeley, CA 94710. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under
the fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 4/30/2017. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Ray-
mundus  Butarbutar, CEO,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on April 21, 2022.
Expires April 20, 2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5159 Pub-
lished May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 2022.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 588717
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Nomada,
Coaching & Consulting, 1015
Park Hills Road, Berkeley, CA
94708, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Jodi
Pincus, 1015 Park Hills Rd,
Berkeley, CA 94708. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name(s) listed
above: 5/2/2022. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Jodi Pincus, Sole
Proprietor, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on May 2,
2022. Expires May 1,2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5160 Pub-
lished May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 2022.
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 22CV010768

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED

PERSONS:

Petitioner:

Brian K. Ross, Esq.

Law Offices of Brian K. Ross

11850 Dublin Blvd.

Dublin, CA 94568

925-803-9450

br575653@gmail.com

Attomey for Jerry Peter Walker

(AKA Gerard Peter Garand)

filed a petition with this court

for a decree changing names

as follows:

Present Name:

Gerard Peter Garand

Proposed Name:

Jerry Peter Walker

THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested in

this matter appear before this

court at the hearing indicated

below to show cause, if any,

why the petition for change of

name should not be granted.

Any person objecting to the

name changes described

above must file a written

objection that includes the

reasons for the objection at

least two court days before

the matter is scheduled to be

heard and must appear at the

hearing to show cause why the

petition should not be granted.

If no written objection is timely

filed, the court may grant the

petition  without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 6/24/2022

Time: 11:00 AM

Dept: 17

The address of the court is:

Alameda County

Administration Building

1221 Oak Street

Oakland, CA 94612

A copy of this Order To Show

Cause shall be published

at least once each week for

four successive weeks prior

to the date set for hearing on

the petition in the following

newspaper of general

circulation printedin this county:

The Independent Newspaper

2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: 5/3/2022 /sl

Electronically Filed - Xian-xii

Bowie, Deputy Clerk - Judge

Hon. Frank Roesch.

The Independent, Legal No. 5161.

PublishedMay19,26,June2,9,2022.

FILE NO. 588817
The following person(s) doing
business as: El's Room, 4147
Freeda CT., Livermore, CA
94550, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Carey
Hylton, 4147 Freeda CT,
Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Carey Hylton,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on May 4, 2022.
Expires May 3, 2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5162.
PublishedMay 19,26, June2,9,2022.

lowing owner(s): Green Valley
Group, 3991 First Street, Suite
B, Livermore, CA 94551. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 6/6/1996. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Frank N.
Smith, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on May 16,
2022. Expires May 15, 2027.
The Independent, Legal No. 5166.
PublishedMay 26, June2,9, 16,2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589001
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Bangles
and Bovines, 751 Polaris
Way, Livermore, CA 94550,
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Theresa
Kummerer, 751 Polaris Way
, Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 4/30/2022. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Theresa
Kummerer, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on May 12,
2022. Expires May 11, 2027.
The Independent, Legal No. 5163.
Published May 19,26, June 2,9,2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 22CV011323

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED

PERSONS:

Petitioner:

Cheri Diana Zoellner

3421 Comerstone Court, Apt 116

Pleasanton, CA 94566

(925)775-5043

nolafans @att.net

filed a petition with this court

for a decree changing names

as follows:

Present Name:

Cheri Diana Zoellner

Proposed Name:

Cheri Diana Snyder

THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested in

this matter appear before this

court at the hearing indicated

below to show cause, if any,

why the petition for change of

name should not be granted.

Any person objecting to the

name changes described

above must file a written

objection that includes the

reasons for the objection at

least two court days before

the matter is scheduled to be

heard and must appear at the

hearing to show cause why the

petition should not be granted.

If no written objection is timely

filed, the court may grant the

petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 7/15/2022

Time: 11:00 AM

Dept: 17

The address of the court is:

Alameda County

Administration Building

1221 Oak Street

Oakland, CA 94612

A copy of this Order To Show

Cause shall be published

at least once each week for

four successive weeks prior

to the date set for hearing on

the petition in the following

newspaper of general

circulation printedin this county:

The Independent Newspaper

2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: 5/16/2022 Isl:

Electronically Filed - Xian-xii

Bowie, Deputy Clerk - Judge

Hon. Frank Roesch.

The Independent, Legal No. 5164.

Published May 26, June 2, 9, 16,

2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589153
The following person(s) doing
business as: Bob’s Discount
Liquors #7, 32154 Alvarado
Blvd, Union City, CA 94587,
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Jay Umiya
INC, 32154 Alvarado Blvd,
Union City, CA 94587. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 5/17/2022. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Nehal
Patel, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on May 17,
2022. Expires May 16, 2027.
The Independent, Legal No. 5165.
PublishedMay 26, June2,9,16,2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589113
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Green Valley
Landscape, 3991 First Street,
Suite B, Livermore, CA 94551,
is hereby registered by the fol-

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589096
The following person(s) doing
business as: Gilman Brew-
ing Company, 912 Gilman St,
Berkeley, CA 94710, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Anvil Brewing Com-
pany, 94 Westline Dr, Daly
City, CA 94015. This business
is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 3/21/2016. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Sean
Wells, CEO. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on May 16, 2022.
Expires May 15, 2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5167.
PublishedMay 26, June2,9, 16,2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589025
The following person(s) doing
business as: Croffles & Co.,
2086 Newpark Mall, Suite
2035 Newark, CA 94560, is
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Ipatissier, LLC,
3984 Washington Blvd #321,
Fremont, CA 94538. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited
Liability Company. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Yong
Kim, Manager. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on May 12, 2022.
Expires May 12, 2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5168.
PublishedMay 26, June2,9, 16,2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 588996
The following person(s) doing
business as: Ann Richardson,
1147 Mataro Court, Pleasan-
ton, CA 945686, is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s):
Her Smooth Voice, LLC, 1147
Mataro Court, Pleasanton, CA
94566. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Ann Richardson,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on May 11, 2022.
Expires May 10, 2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5169.
PublishedMay 26, June2,9, 16,2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589092
The following person(s) doing
business as: Barn It Up With
BG, 4696 Amy Court, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Bettygene Egan,
4696 Amy Court, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business
is conducted by a Married
Couple. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/:  Bettygene
Egan, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on May 16, 2022.
Expires May 15, 2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5170.
PublishedMay 26, June2,9, 16,2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589170
The following person(s) doing
business as: Appliance Solu-
tion, 3926 Stoneridge Drive,
Apti# 6, Pleasanton, CA 94588,
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Ramon Ruiz,
3926 Stoneridge Drive, Apt#
6, Pleasanton, CA 94588. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Ramon Ruiz,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on May 17, 2022.
Expires May 16, 2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5171.
PublishedMay 26, June2,9, 16,2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589042
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: JB Plumbing
and Water heater, 6210 Cedar
Blvd, Newark, CA 94560, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Jonathan H.

Williams, 6210 Cedar Blvd,
Newark, CA 94560. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Indi-
vidual. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Jonathan H.
Williams, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on May 12,
2022. Expires May 11, 2027.
The Independent, Legal No. 5172.
Published June 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589321
The following person(s) doing
business as: Top Knot Bake
Shoppe, 6927 Bear Creek
Drive, Livermore, CA 94551,
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Kelly Issel-
hardt, 6927 Bear Creek Drive,
Livermore, CA 94551; Brett
Isselhardt, 6927 Bear Creek
Drive, Livermore, CA 94551,
This business is conducted
by a Married Couple. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed
above: 6/1/2016. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Kelly Isselhardt,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on May 25, 2022.
Expires May 24, 2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5173.
Published June 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 588837
The following person(s) doing
business as: Big O Tires San
Leandro, 2201 Washington
Avenue, San Leandro, CA
94577, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Bajwa
76 Enterprises, 2057 Drysdale
Street, Danville, CA 94506.
This business is conducted by
a Corporation. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of Registrant/s/: Har-
man S. Bajwa, CEO. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on May 4,
2022. Expires May 3, 2027.
The Independent, Legal No. 5174.
Published June 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 588859
The following person(s) doing
business as: Vintage Society,
248 3rd St. #460, Oakland,
CA 94607, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Vintage Society, 248 3rd St.
#460, Oakland, CA 94607.
This business is conducted
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 5/1/22. Signature
of Registrant/s/:  Mercedes
Alegria, Manager. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on May 5,
2022. Expires May 4, 2027.
The Independent, Legal No. 5175.
Published June 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589089
The following person(s) doing
business as: Livermore Vet-
erinary Hospital, 2494 Railroad
avenue, Livermore, CA 94550,
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Livermore
Loving Paws Veterinary Corp.,
2494 Railroad avenue, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Corpo-
ration. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Heather S.
Moore, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on May 16,
2022. Expires May 15, 2027.
The Independent, Legal No. 5176.
Published June 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022

3. Wind Trade; 4. Redseaseed
Technology; 5. OnlineBest-
buydsave; 6 Bestbuyrunner;
7. Smartdealscity; 8. Hillflower;
9. SVPowercell; 10, Cou-
ponanddeal, 5393 Hillflower
Dr., Livermore, CA 94551, is
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Wan Wu, 5393
Hillflower Dr., Livermore, CA
94551. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Wan Wu, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on May 27,
2022. Expires May 26, 2027.
The Independent, Legal No. 5178.
Published June 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589381
The following person(s) doing
business as: Diablos Cooper-
stown, 1549 Darwin Ave, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Jeremy Branco, 1549
Darwin Ave, Livermore, CA
94550; Marin Martin Raborn,
2749 Riverbend Circle, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This business
is conducted by an Unincorpo-
rated Association Other Than a
Partnership. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Jeremy Branco,
General Partner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on May 27,
2022. Expires May 26, 2027.
The Independent, Legal No. 5179
Published June 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 22CV011739

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS:

Petitioner:
Stephanie Abimbola Moses
443 Lee Street, Apt 302
Oakland, CA 94610
(925)759-5740
bimbolamoses @ gmail.com
filed a petition with this court
for a decree changing names
as follows:
Present Name:
Stephanie Abimbola Moses
Proposed Name:
Abimbola Stephanie Moses
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the
name changes  described
above must file a written

objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at
least two court days before
the matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear at the
hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted.
If no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 7/15/2022

Time: 11:00 AM

Dept: 17

The address of the court is:
Alameda County
Administration Building
1221 Oak Street

Oakland, CA 94612

A copy of this Order To Show
Cause shall be published
at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on
the petition in the following
newspaper  of  general
circulation printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: 5/25/2022 Isl:
Electronically Filed - Jerrie
Moyer, Clerk of the Superior
Court- Judge of the Superior
Court: Charles A. Smiley.

The Independent, Legal No. 5180.
Published June 2,9, 16,23,2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589384
The following person(s) doing
business as: Jai Ambe Foods
LLC, 46509 Mission Blvd, Fre-
mont, CA 94539, is hereby reg-
istered Jai Ambe Foods LLC,
609 Vesper Ave, Fremont, CA
94539. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under
the fictitious business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Shailesh Patel,
Manager. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on May 27, 2022.
Expires May 26, 2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5181
Published June 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
(925)426-8656

Tri-Valley

Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue

Our current weekly adop-

tion events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmers Market in
Pleasanton. The location is
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St.
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-

tens at Dublin PetSmart,
6960 Amador Plaza Rd.
Hours:  11am to  3pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to
see adoptable animals,
volunteer opportuni-

ties, and how to donate.

Follow  TRI-VALLEY  ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION
Cat & kitten adoptions now
at the new Livermore Petco
on Saturdays from 10:00AM
to 2:30PM. We have many
adorable, tame kittens that
have been tested for FiV &
FELV, altered & vaccinated.
We also have adult cats
& ranch cats for adoption.

FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it
Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call
(408)897-3156

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCE-
MENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California
law requires that contractors
taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or materials)
be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State
law also requires that con-
tractors include their license
numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor's sta-
tus at www.cslb.ca.gov or
(800)321-CSLB  (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs
less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau
before you send money or
fees. Read and understand
any contracts before you
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
GLASSIFIED ADS
go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD
SALES

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

independentnews.com

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
DUPLEX/APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS
TO SHARE

BOAT/RV/RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements  for housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements

that are in violation of the law.

Professional’'s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading
Real Estate Professionals & Services

MIKE FRACISCO '#

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589236
The following person(s) doing
business as: TWS Wholesale,
414 Pendelton Way, Oakland,
CA 94621, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
The Window Specialist, 414
Pendelton Way, Oakland, CA
94621. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed
above: 2/13/15. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Keith C. Perry,
President. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on May 19, 2022.
Expires May 18, 2027. The
Independent, Legal No. 5177.
Published June 2, 9, 16, 23, 2022

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 589380
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. Wu Com-
merces; 2. Smarthubleader;

(925) 998-8131 q = '-.-:'

Fracisco Realty
Residential « Commercial * Property Mgmt ‘
R MikeFracisco.com

DRE #01378428

REALTOR®

Dominic Greci
(925) 525-0864
GRI

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

GRI L3

/ DRE#01323804 DRE#01707140
W ywww.GreciGroup.com

Wanda Thompson
925.858.9128

CA DRE #00983781 / NMLS#244633

CalBRE#00855150
WWW.SANDEEU.COM
@ Specializing in

BERKSHIRE | Drysdale  Livermore’s
HATHAWAY | Properties  Finest Homes

HomeServiees

TO PLACE YOUR AD,
PLEASE CONTACT:
925.243.8010

!
R\ Gail Hender son

CBROKER ASSOCIATE, MPA
OMMERCIAL ®* RESIDENTIAL
Xy (925) 980-5648
A homes@gailhender son.com
/ www.gailhender son.com
[

DRE 01709171 S E re n D .

kim@independentnews.com

MARTI GILBERT
* = B 550 MAIN STREET, PLEASANTON
/ B marti@homesbymarti.com
P 4| DRE 01520061
>
.' IRopHgRsE

Linda Newton
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

(925) 216-2015
Linda@ElationRE.com
ElationRE.com

o,

REAL ESTATE DRE #01312631

Gordon Corsie
Real Estate Broker
Scotsman Realty Group

CA DRE Lic # 0091100

Call/Text:

925.202.5497

www.thescotsman.com

%SCO'ISM—\N

(13513008410

Mortgage Banking

Serving Livermore and
Danville areas

CHASE ©
Michelle Elliott

Senior Home Lending Advisor
925-212-6907 | Fax: 866-378-1616

michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott @
NMLS ID: 694685 LENDER

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:

925.243.8010 kim@independentnews.com
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Pedrozzi Foundation Awards 127 Scholarships to Livermore Students

The Pedrozzi Foundation
announced last week that
it has awarded $459,000 in
scholarships this year to 127
Livermore students, includ-
ing three new scholarships
established to honor local
residents.

Since 2008, the Pedro-
zzi Foundation said it has
awarded $5.7 million in
scholarships to nearly 1,600
Livermore students.

Most of the funding has
comes from an endowment
established by Livermore
businessman Mario Pedro-
zzi, who left his estate to the
community when he died in
2002. However, the founda-
tion is also administering an
increasing number of schol-
arships established by area
residents to honor friends
and family members.

That includes a scholar-
ship, funded anonymously,
to honor the memory of
Hunter Diemert, a Livermore
High School sophomore who
died when the pickup he was
riding in went down an em-
bankment off Del Valle Road
last August, just short of his
16th birthday. The Hunter
Diemert scholarship went to
Brett Whitelaw, a Del Valle
High School graduate, who
the foundation said plans to
attend Las Positas College
and pursue a career as an auto
mechanic.

The new Clay Felicitas
Memorial Scholarship was

v\ Y

also funded anonymously
in memory of the former
Livermore police chaplain
and community liaison with
the Livermore Valley Joint
Unified School District. Fe-
licitas, who died in April
at age 71, was a graduate
of Granada High School.
The inaugural Clay Felici-
tas Memorial Scholarship
was awarded to Lukas Sift-
er, a three-sport athlete at
Granada, who also served
as Associated Student Body
rally commissioner. Sifter
plans to attend Las Positas to
become a paramedic and fire-
fighter. He has already begun
training with the Livermore
Pleasanton Fire Explorers
and Contra Costa County
Sheriftf Search and Rescue
Team.

The third new scholarship
administered by the Pedrozzi
Foundation was created by
the family of the late Dr.
John Shirley, a veterinar-
ian and former Livermore
mayor who died in 2021,
to recognize students who
put service above self. The
first John Shirley Memorial
Scholarship was awarded to
Emily Wheeler, from Liver-
more High School, who the
foundation said aspires to be
a pediatrician.

The previously estab-
lished Kim Cupps Memo-
rial STEM Scholarship was
endowed in honor of Cupps’
lengthy career at Lawrence

Livermore National Labo-
ratory. The 2022 recipients
were Clarissa Cheung, who
will be studying computer
science at the University
of Florida, and Katherine
Meezan, who will be study-
ing mechanical engineering
at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.

A complete list of the 23
donor-funded scholarships is
available on the foundation’s
website, pedrozzi.org.

The foundation-spon-
sored Pedrozzi Scholars for
2022 include Jayron Aclan,
Jerald Adriano, Diana Agui-
lar, Hazel Amin, Evelyn Ar-
royo Magafia, Pallavi Badri,
Jacob Bauman, Jake Beers,
Jalen Bets, Lorenzo Bilbao,
Matthew Bourne, Nadia
Bourne, Kelly Burke, Faith
Byington, Aidan Camer-
on-Smith, Jordan Canning,
Nicholas Carrano, Hannah
Chan, Clarissa Cheung,
Edith Cibrian, Annelyse
Combitsis, Pearstin Con-
fenti, Timothy Cowan, Wil-
liam Crowhurst, Lizzie Da-
vies, Manoj Devaraja, Nalini
D'Souza, Alyssa Duckworth,
and Michael Duperly.

Also, Jeremy Dyson,
Kassadee Dyson, Charlotte
Foulk, Roxanne Frank,
Cheyenne Frey, Lekhna
Gaddam, Emma Goulart,
Milan Grewal, Rachel
Guerra, Lucia Gutierrez,
Shannen Haase, Olivia
Hardesty, Abigail Harrison,
Caitlyn Hendrickson, Chi-
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arts

2022/23 SEASON
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

VILLALOBOS BROTHERS

10,000 MANIACS

2400 FIRST STREET, LIVERMORE

lam Huynh, Ashley Irwin,
Bryce Jensen, Olivia Jordan,
Melanie Junnila, Sricharan
Kannan, Minh Kawamura,
Jack Kilner, Danny Knight,
Jordan Knight, Shriya Kona,
Ethan Kwan, Justin Lam,
Maelyn Laranang, Elizabeth
Lau, Laney Lawrence, and
Bryanna Leary.

Also, Evelyn LeDesma,
Julia Leigh, Alexandria Lish,
Marisa Loera, Emily Macias,
Dillon Maheshwari, Wade
Matthews, Emily McCand-
less, Karli McDowvell, Claire
McGinnis, Stefanie Medina,
Katherine Meezan, Regina
Molitoris, Sara Morris, Mat-
thew Morris, Anna Morrison,
Bella Murphy, Amelia Nel-
son, Arjun Nimmakayala,
Christina Oftedal, Melissa
Olvera, Gia Oscherwitz, Tan-
ner Parker, Kendall Parry,
Ria Patel, Anthony Pen-
nisi, Kamin Peterson, Rose
Pham, Gianna Pietro, Joseph
Porter, Alejandra Quezada
Sermeno, Ahalya Rajesh,
Alexis Ramirez, Jennie Ren,
Benjamin Rho, Sydney Rob-
erts, and Nate Rodkin.

And, lastly, Miguel Ro-
driguez, Adam Sahn, Anusri
Saraf, Wilson Schwegler,
Arya Sharma, Wesley Short,
Dylan Silva, Valerie Som-
mer, Alexis Sosine, Arianna
Stanley, Dylan Steill, Dario
Stewart, Lukas Stifter, Al-
exandra Stranutu, Stephanie
Suarez, John Taggart, Ciara
Terry, Shannon Thomas,

AND SO MUCH MORE'!

925.373.6800

www.independentnews.com

Dylan Tompkins, Liana
Tran, Rafael Valle, Fabiola
Valle, Michael Vieira, Brandi
Wiaschau, Lauren Webb, Em-
ily Wheeler, Brett Whitelaw,
Carley Wiedenfeld, Makayla
Winchell, and Brianna Yen.

According to the founda-
tion, 20% of its scholarship
recipients will be the first
members of their families to
attend college.

The foundation also an-
nounced the 11 newest mem-
bers of its Pedrozzi Young

$3,400 Start to Finish -

Scholar Program, which
provides support for high-
achieving students from
Marylin Avenue Elementary
School in grades six through
12. Joining the Pedrozzi
Young Scholars this year
were Elvy Beltran, Donovan
Gonzalez, Justin Gonzélez,
Red Kenzo De Vera, Zareena
Parhar, Annia Quispe Larios,
Rociel Ruiz, Dunya Saeedi,
Celina Beatriz Solimen,
Isaac Soltero, and Melanie
Vera Caballero.

Everything Included!

IMPLANT

Single Teodn Replecement

Extractions & Bone Grafting Not Included

(925)-443-4182

SmilesByDesignlnLivermore.com

2165 Fourth St, Unit B,

Livermore, CA 94550
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SMILES BY

DESIGN

Dr. Babaldeep Kaur D.D.S

www.LivermoreArts.org




