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By David Jen

LIVERMORE — The question 
of how to defend Earth against a 
colliding asteroid recently 

LLNL scientists conducted su-
per-computer simulations of how 
a nuclear device might fragment 
an incoming asteroid so that no 
remaining piece poses a signifi-
cant threat to the planet, a strategy 
known as disruption, according to 
an Oct. 13 LLNL announcement.

“Our simulations suggest that 
disruption remains a realistic op-
tion for asteroids of this size (160 
meters across) or smaller,” Isaiah 
Santistevan, LLNL researcher and 
the project’s principal investigator, 
told The Independent. “However, 

additional modeling is needed to 
better understand how the frag-
ments evolve over time and ensure 
that the remaining fragments are 
smaller than approximately 10 
meters, a size at which Earth's at-
mosphere can provide protection.”

The majority of asteroids — the 
small, rocky remnants of our solar 
system’s formation — orbit the sun 
in the main asteroid belt between 
the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. But 
some share an orbit with Earth, 
posing a potential collision threat 
if they come too close.

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory manages the Center for Near 
Earth Object Studies, which tracks 
and predicts the paths of near-earth 
asteroids. According to its Sentry 

system, astronomers have identified 
35 asteroids with a greater than one-
in-a-million chance of hitting earth 
within the next 100 years.

The current  highest  im-
pact-probability asteroid, known 
as 2010 RF12, has a 10% chance 
of impact in September 2095, 
although its small size would 
likely limit its effects to minor and 
localized structural damages. As-
tronomers discovered the asteroid 
in 2010 five days before its close 
approach that year.

Depending on the amount of 
lead time between an asteroid’s 
discovery and its impact, humans 
may have several options to avert 
a destructive asteroid. In addition 
to the disruption strategy modeled 

Tiger is a five-month-old jungle cat on the prowl 
for a den of his own! He’s a social star with his 
Kitty City crew, but with humans, he’s more of a 
stealthy explorer who likes to scout out the terrain 
before he pounces into your heart. Give him a quiet 
hideout and a little patience, and this little tiger will 
show you his true stripes. Visit valleyhumane.org, 
call (925) 426-8656 or email info@valleyhumane.
org to start the adoption process today. 
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Nun Brings ‘Spiritual Art from the Heart’ 

By Christina Cavallaro

LIVERMORE—As the Livermore 
Valley Wine Community kicked off its 
annual four-day TASTE celebration of 
food, wine and harvest on Thursday, 
Oct. 15, it learned of one more reason 
to raise a glass. 

Livermore Valley has been named 
Wine Enthusiast’s 2026 Wine Star 
Award American Wine Region of the 
Year. The win elevates the region’s 
profile among international importers, 
sommeliers and wine lovers world-
wide. The good news buzzed around 
the opening event, Taste Our Terroir, 
held this year at the Concannon Vine-
yard Event Center, bringing together 
20 winery and restaurant teams for 
an evening of tasting and friendly 

competition.
As one of California’s oldest wine 

regions, Livermore Valley dates back 
to the 1760s with Spanish mission-
aries, later anchored by pioneers like 
Wente Vineyards and Concannon 
Vineyard in the 1880s.

Brandi Lombardi, executive di-
rector of the Livermore Valley Wine 
Community was the first to receive 
and break the news.

“This is a significant moment for 
Livermore Valley,” she said. “Our 
region has been deeply focused on 
raising the quality of our wines, 
while staying true to who we are as a 
community."

The honor reflects a sustained, col-
laborative effort to elevate wine quali-
ty across the valley's approximately 50 

By Jessica Zimmer

TRI-VALLEY—A statewide union 
of healthcare workers, patients, 
and consumers, and the boards of 
community health clinics, stand on 
opposite sides of Proposition 44, 
the Clinic Funding Accountability 
and Transparency Act. Although the 
legislation's ultimate impact remains 
unclear, a passing vote would require 
the California Attorney General to 
issue binding guidance clarifying two 
key economic figures for clinics: total 
revenue and total program spending.

The legislation reached the Nov. 
3 general ballot because Service Em-
ployees International Union - United 

Healthcare Workers West (SEIU-
UHW) gathered 546,651 signatures. 
Representing over 120,000 healthcare 
workers and consumers, the union is 
backed by the California Federation of 
Labor Unions (AFL-CIO).

Renée Saldaña, press secretary 
for SEIU-UHW, said due to federal 
funding cuts enacted through HR 1, 
California will lose up to $30 billion 
in health care funding in 2027. “We 
started a grassroots effort to counter 
this massive crisis coming to the state’s 
healthcare system. We expect longer 
waits and fewer services.” 

The community clinics affected 
by the bill are nonprofit organizations 
called federally qualified health cen-

ters (FQHCs). These centers provide 
primary, dental, and behavioral health 
care in California’s medically un-
derserved communities. Federal law 
requires these centers to see every 
patient, regardless of ability to pay, 
charging low-income patients on a 
sliding scale. 

Axis Community Health is the 
FQHC serving the Tri-Valley and 
southern Contra Costa County. The or-
ganization cares for more than 15,700 
patients a year at clinics in Dublin, 
Livermore and Pleasanton.

FQHCs are partly funded by fed-
eral grants. There is strict federal and 
state oversight over these centers.

Saldaña said SEIU-UHW authored 

By David Scholz

LIVERMORE — After more than 
50 years of painting, Sister Rebec-
ca Shinas, OP, does not merely 
paint to create paintings. Rather, 
it’s more about letting something 
new emerge that is ready to be-
come visible.

Those expressions of her inner 
being come together in an upcom-
ing exhibit of over 50 original oil 
and acrylic paintings and prints 
entitled “Spiritual Art from the 
Heart” the weekend of Nov. 14-

15 (1 p.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday) at St. 
Charles Borromeo Parish, 1315 
Lomitas Ave. in Livermore. 

“Sometimes it is joy, some-
times healing, sometimes beauty, 
sometimes a question, sometimes 
simply love,” Sister Rebecca said. 
“Every canvas holds a little piece 
of my life and Spirit, but once 
someone stands before it, it is no 
longer only my story — it becomes 
theirs, too. That is the wonder of 
art for me.”

Sister Rebecca, 75, a mem-

ber of the Dominican Sisters of 
Mission San Jose, has found joy 
in art since her youth growing up 
in Carlsbad and Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. 

Celebrating 45 years of vowed 
religious life, she has found the 
essence of God in art as well as 
music. Her home and art studio are 
in the convent at the order’s Moth-
erhouse in Fremont, California.

“To me God is love,” Sister 
Rebecca said. “I see God and live 
God.”

More than anything, she hopes 

The Livermore Valley 
Named the American 
Wine Region of Year

Winemakers, owners and leaders raise a glass at the Concannon 
Vineyard Event Center in Livermore on Thursday, Oct. 15, to toast 
Livermore Valley's historic recognition as Wine Enthusiast's 2026 
American Wine Region of the Year. (Photo courtesy of Livermore Valley 
Wine Community)

Community members gather in a demonstration at Portola Park in Livermore on Saturday, Oct. 17, for the 
Tri-Valley’s "No Kings: Vote Early" rally. Organized by Livermore Indivisible, the event drew an estimated 
1,000 participants to advocate for voting rights, encourage early voting and participate in a voter education- 
fair featuring guest speakers and community activities. (Photo — May Fraser)

Sister Rebecca Shinas stands with one of her original paintings at the 
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose Motherhouse in Fremont. Her 
upcoming exhibit, "Spiritual Art from the Heart," will feature more than 
50 works of oil and acrylic paintings and prints accompanied by her 
original music. It will be held on Nov. 14-15 at St. Charles Borromeo 
Parish in Livermore. (Photo courtesy of Sister Rebecca Shinas)

(See CONSERVATION, page 12)

By David Jen

TRI-VALLEY — Two new conser-
vation easements have preserved 
331 more acres of open space in 
Doolan Canyon and Springtown 
Preserve, the Tri-Valley Conser-
vancy (TVC) announced Oct. 15.

“TVC is proud to add these 
open space lands to our more than 
6,500 areas of protected lands in 
the Tri-Valley region,” TVC Ex-
ecutive Director Rebecca Spector 
said. “These lands are home to spe-
cial species, including California 
tiger salamanders and western bur-
rowing owls, and connect larger 
habitat areas ensuring wildlife can 
travel safely across the region.”

A 131-acre parcel in Doolan 
Canyon adds to 1,346 acres of 
existing easements there, forming 
a swath of open space between 
Dublin and Livermore to serve as 
a corridor for wildlife, including 

the threatened California tiger 
salamander and the California 
red-legged frog.

The new easement lies about 
half a mile from the Doolan Can-
yon Regional Preserve, which the 
East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD) began considering for 
public access in April. Toward that 
end, EBRPD bought 4.5 acres of 
adjacent land from the City of Liv-
ermore in June to possibly serve as 
a staging area and the first segment 
of a public trail.

The park district plans to host 
guided tours of the potential park 
in 2027 on April 7 and May 9.

In Springtown, the new 200-
acre easement adds to an existing 
40-acre preserve to protect North 
Livermore’s alkali wetlands — 
specialized habitats characterized 
by high concentrations of salts 
and minerals dissolved in shal-
low water. The area hosts the 

(See AWARD, page 10)

Disruption and Deflection of Asteroids Aim to Save Planet Earth

Wine Enthusiast Notes Authenticity and 180-Year Story

331 Acres of Protected Wildlife and Open Space Kept

Why California Healthcare Workers 
And Clinic Boards Clash Over Prop. 44

(See REBECCA, page 12)

(See PROP 44, page 14)

Patient Groups Endorse Ballot Measure; Physicans, Medical Executives Oppose It

St. Charles Borromeo Parish Exhibition Features Her Paintings, Prints and Songs
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South Livermore shining star!

749 Orion Way  $1,748,000
Contemporary main house plus ADU

4 bed 4 bath 
~2357 sq ft,  ~10,000 sq ft lot

Backyard entertaining with 
swimming pool on a large lot!

WANDA THOMPSON
(925)858-9128
411 South L Street, Ste. E, Livermore, CA 94550
Real Estate Broker dre#00983781 
Mortgage Broker nmls #244633

THE REVERSE MORTGAGE EVOLUTION
The Reverse Mortgage has evolved — with stronger 
regulations, added consumer protections, and greater 
transparency than ever before.
If you’re 55+ and own your home, it may be worth taking a 
fresh look at how a reverse mortgage could potentially help 
you access your home equity and support your financial 
goals.
Options may include:
• Lump-Sum Distribution
• Line of Credit — unused available credit may grow over 
time, based on the terms of the loan

• Scheduled Monthly Payments
• A Combination of Options tailored to your needs
• Purchase a Home Using a Reverse Mortgage — eligible 
borrowers may also be able to purchase a new primary 
residence, including certain second-home scenarios 
depending on the loan program and requirements.

No monthly mortgage payment is required as long as you 
meet the loan obligations.*
Every homeowner’s situation is different. Let’s connect and 
review the options available to you so you can make an informed 
decision about your home equity and real-estate goals.

Parking will be limited. 
Please park at 
Leslie’s Pool Supplies 
and walk over

800 E Stanley Blvd
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-3636
HeritageEstatesSeniorApartments.com

LIC #015601095

 DOUBLE YOUR FUN 
THIS HALLOWEEN!

 Saturday, October 24th
10AM to 1PM Hay Day at Carnegie Park| 

Kick off the spooky celebrations at the Kidz Town 
Halloween Hay Day in Historic Downtown. is 
free, family-friendly tradition includesa costume 

contest, live music, and games at downtown 
businesses and throughout Carnegie Park.

2PM to 4PM Trick-or-Treating at Heritage Estates| 
en, keep the excitement going with Trick-or-
Treating at Heritage Estates Senior Apartments. 
Come in your silliest or scariest costume – we'll 
provide the candy! Kids of all ages are welcome. 

Check in at the 800 office to join the fun.

Make it a full day of Halloween fun!Sit down with you and your family, if you wish, to 
be sure everyone understands and agrees with 

the way we work to support you through the 
downsizing and sale process.

408-893-6306

"SENIOR RATE"

Tasting Room Open: 
Saturday: 12 - 5pm, 
Sunday: 12 - 5pm, 
or by appointment 

2270 Research Drive, 
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

By Dawnmarie Fehr 

LIVERMORE—Invasive 
golden mussels were found 
in Livermore’s Lake Del 
Valle last month, prompting 
officials to classify the lake 
as “infested,” and imple-
ment new boating restric-
tions. 

According to officials 
from the East Bay Regional 
Park District (EBRPD)  — 
which operates the lake — 
boaters who launch at Lake 
Del Valle will be subject 
to a 30-day quarantine be-
fore their watercraft may 
be permitted at any other 
waterbody managed by the 
park district. 

“Boats that launch ex-
clusively at Lake Del Valle 
and return with an intact 
Del Valle boat band will 
not be subject to the quaran-
tine,” said Del Valle’s park 
operations unit manager 
Seleney Sanchez. “Other 
agencies that manage wa-
terbodies elsewhere in the 
Bay Area and beyond may 
impose their own quarantine 
requirements, so boaters 
should check the websites of 

respective managing agen-
cies for current rules.”

Lake Del Valle is the 
latest in a series of sightings 
that began in the Port of 
Stockton in October 2024, 
the first time the trouble-
some bivalves were found in 
North America. They were 
likely brought in through 
ballast water discharged by 
an international ocean-going 
vessel. Since then, golden 
mussels have been found 
across the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin River Delta, from 
Stockton to Martinez, and 
as far south in California as 
San Diego County.  

EBRPD spokesperson 
Jen Vanya said the mussels 
probably traveled to Lake 
Del Valle through aqueducts 
from the Delta. The lake is 
operated as part of the state 
water project by the Depart-
ment of Water Resources 
(DWR) to provide flood pro-
tection and drinking water 
for local water agencies. The 
South Bay aqueduct trans-
fers water from Bethany 
Reservoir to Lake Del Valle. 

“The invasive golden 
mussel was found in Beth-

any Reservoir in December 
of 2024,” Vanya said. “The 
golden mussels in Lake Del 
Valle likely entered the lake 
during a routine water deliv-
ery in 2025 or early 2026.” 

According to the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW), the 
mussels are native to East 
and Southeast Asia and pose 
a “significant threat” to Cal-
ifornia’s natural ecosystems, 
water infrastructure, agri-
culture and economy. The 
invasive species has already 
caused major disruptions 
in other parts of the world, 
including heavy biofouling 
of water intake systems, and 
negative impacts to habitat 
and wildlife.

California’s water sys-
tems are now facing similar 
threats. CDFW spokesper-
son Krysten Kellum said 
the mussels will grow on 
virtually any surface  — 
piers, boats, pumps, aquatic 
vegetation, flood gates and 
more. 

Golden mussels  are 
small  — usually less than 
two inches  — and dark 
yellow to golden brown in 

color. The mussels spread 
rapidly by attaching them-
selves to hard surfaces and 
releasing microscopic lar-
vae that drift in the water. 
Golden mussels thrive in 
fresh or brackish waters and 
can tolerate a temperature 
range of 41 to 95 degrees. 
Kellum said researchers are 
studying the mussels to find 
out how much salinity they 
can tolerate in their habitats. 

The mussels compro-
mise local ecosystems by 
usurping the food supply 
and consuming all the mi-
croscopic zooplankton and 
photo plankton, leaving 
none for native species. 

Boaters launching at Del 
Valle will be subject to in-
spection for the presence of 
invasive mussels, at the cost 
of $5-$10, depending on 
the vessel. Vanya said fees 
help partially offset the cost 
of the inspection program. 
Inspections are also required 
at other EBRPD waterbod-
ies, including Lake Chabot 
and Shadow Cliffs. 

Researchers from the 
CDFW, var ious  water 
boards, and the Depart-
ment of Water Resources 
are working together to find 
ways to mitigate and eradi-
cate the mussels to protect 
native species and infra-
structure. So far, a solution 
has not been found. Officials 
are working to control the 
spread as much as possible 
until a way to eradicate the 
invasive mussels has been 
found. 

To help mitigate the 
spread of the mussels, the 
public has been asked to 
ensure they “clean, drain 
and dry” all water ves-
sels and accessories, from 
boats, wave runners and 
paddle boards to life jackets, 
clothing and paddles. Even 
mountain bikers and hikers 
are warned to check their 
shoes and tires if they’ve 
come in contact with water. 
The golden mussel larvae 
are very small, with a tena-

cious grip, allowing them 
to cling to almost anything 
they encounter. 

For more information, a 
live look at where mussels 
have been found, or to report 
a sighting, visit www.wild-
life.ca.gov/Conservation/
Invasives/Species/Gold-
en-Mussel. 

Invasive Mussels Found in Lake Del Valle 

Fire Department Slated to Offer 
Emergency Preparedness Class

Patelco Credit Union Receives 
Top Trade Association Awards

DUBLIN  — The Alameda 
County Fire Department 
will host a free Personal 
Emergency Preparedness 
class at the Dublin Civic 
Center, 100 Civic Plaza, 

from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Oct. 22.

Offered in conjunction 
with the city, the class will 
cover how to minimize haz-
ards in the home, what to in-

clude in a disaster kit, how to 
create a family communica-
tion plan, and how to manage 
utilities after an earthquake.

To register, go to tinyurl.
com/ysmjrae7.

DUBLIN — Patelco Credit 
Union recently received two 
national awards from the Mar-
keting Association of Credit 
Unions (MAC), a nonprofit 
trade association.

The Dublin-based cred-
it union, with more than 
550,000 members and near-
ly $10 billion in assets, re-
ceived a Gold Award in the 
2026 MAC Awards Financial 
Wellness category for ini-
tiatives addressing financial 
education, expert guidance, 
hardship resources, commu-
nity partnerships and member 
communication. 

Patelco also received a 
Bronze Award in the Shoe-
string Superstar category for 
its podcast, “Small Talks for 
Big Change,” which the credit 
union said was created to cut 
through financial complexity 
and give listeners clear, prac-
tical guidance they can use in 
everyday life.

“This recognition is a 
powerful affirmation of what 
Patelco stands for: making 
sure members have the right 
programs, services and sup-
port available to them when 
they need us most,” said Pa-
telco President and CEO Erin 
Mendez. 

Patelco said its gold-win-
ning financial wellness ini-
tiative brought together pro-
grams to address the core 
areas of financial education, 
expert guidance, hardship 
resources, community part-
nerships and member com-
munication. 

The initiative was de-

signed to respond to real 
financial pressures facing 
Patelco members, including 
rising living costs, layoffs and 
unemployment, fraud and el-
der financial abuse, according 
to the credit union.

“Financial wellness isn’t 
an initiative on the sidelines 
of our business,” Mendez said. 
“It is central to our mission and 
embedded in how we serve.”

“Whether we’re helping 
a member through financial 

hardship, providing trusted 
guidance or bringing practi-
cal education to hundreds of 
thousands of members, our 
goal is to create meaningful 
change that people can feel 
in their lives,” Mendez add-
ed. “I could not be prouder 
of our team for turning that 
commitment into measur-
able impact.”

Both awards were pre-
sented in the $2 billion-plus 
asset category.

 Instructors and student leaders from Team Martial Arts show off their creative 
costumes at a past Kidz Town Halloween Hay Day in downtown Livermore. Team Martial 
Arts will return for another year of games and candy when the popular community 
tradition comes back to downtown on Saturday, Oct. 24. (Photo courtesy of Team Martial 
Arts) See story on page 14.
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med.stanford.edu

Karl Deisseroth, MD, PhD

Congratulations
2026 Nobel Prize Laureate 
in Physiology or Medicine

We congratulate Karl Deisseroth, MD, PhD, a Stanford professor of 

bioengineering and of psychiatry and behavioral sciences, on winning 

the 2026 Nobel Prize for his work in optogenetics. Today, thousands of 

scientists worldwide use optogenetics to deepen our understanding 

of the brain and develop new therapies for neurological and psychiatric 

disorders. Dr. Deisseroth’s groundbreaking work embodies Stanford’s 

mission to advance knowledge and improve lives for patients and 

families everywhere.

P1810700_2026NobelPrize_10x21_AD_print.indd   1P1810700_2026NobelPrize_10x21_AD_print.indd   1 10/8/26   2:07 PM10/8/26   2:07 PM
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A Question of Civil Liberties 
and Public Spending 
Dawn Wantroba, Livermore

Livermore, did you know that 
the Livermore Police currently 
operate 148 ALPR cameras, 75 
of which are Flock devices? The 
city quietly placed these cameras 
all around our city without telling 
us or asking us. I recently sent an 
email to every city council member 
and after three weeks of not hear-
ing back from a single one (shame 
on them!), I forwarded that email 
one more time this past week and 
finally heard back from just one 
person—the mayor. He decided to 

chastise me and tell me that I should 
stop watching shows like "Chicago, 
P.D." He also said that a greater con-
cern is how we are tracked by using 
our cell phones and how I should 
be more upset about that fact. The 
thing is that cell phone data is not 
automatically funneled into a na-
tional law enforcement network. 
Flock data is shared across wide 
networks, and systems installed for 
one purpose, often to expand over 
time into broader tracking. Com-
paring a personal cell phone to a 
government managed surveillance 
network misses a fundamental 
point: I choose whether to carry a 

phone, and I can turn it off. I cannot 
turn off public street cameras, nor 
did I consent to having my daily 
movements logged and stored in a 
searchable database. Because these 
automated license plate readers 
track innocent citizens who have 
committed no crime, this is a MA-
JOR question of civil liberties and 
public spending. Mayor March-
and, if you truly believe the com-
munity wants these cameras, let the 
people have a voice and vote on it!

Dental Health Crisis
Ayan Banerjee, Pleasanton

Five years ago, a FaceTime call 
with my grandfather, my "Dadu," 
changed how I look at healthcare. I 
noticed he wasn't wearing his den-
tures. He admitted he lost his old 
set, but didn't want to burden my 
father with the out-of-pocket cost 

of a replacement. As a seventh-grad-
er, I assumed his medical insurance 
covered it. I was wrong; dental care 
was completely excluded.

That memory stuck with me. 
Years later, while volunteering at 
Pleasanton’s senior center, I heard 
identical stories from our city’s old-
er residents. And the neglect fueled 
me to act. I joined the Magic Tooth 
Bus mobile clinic and quickly re-
alized the crisis wasn't affecting 
only seniors—families of all back-
grounds lacked a predictable place 
for checkups. Without a clinical 
license, I focused on administrative 
red tape, spending a summer build-
ing a database of Bay Area clinics 
accepting Medi-Cal.

A year ago, I brought this work 
home to the East Bay by creating 
the foundation Mind Your Molars. 
My father and I run neighborhood 
drives to collect dental supplies 
across 100 to 150 homes at a time. 
At community health fairs, we use a 
tri-fold display to offer step-by-step 
instructions on navigating Medi-Cal 
and understanding legal rights with-
in Federally Qualified Health Cen-
ters (FQHCs).

While my grandfather has passed 
away, the burden he carried remains 
for countless local families. By bat-
tling these neighborhood problems 
through community efforts, we can 
end the ignorance of dental health.

Legacy Lost
Hasan Hasan, Livermore

 I recently heard a community 
leader share her goal of ‘building 
something that will outlive me’, 
and it’s what each leader needs to 
remember. One day we will be gone 
and what was built will remain. We 
see it all over; buildings that still re-
main beautiful and well-designed, 
and others that seem misplaced, and 
strongly displeasing.

If something is built in the 
Downtown Center to get accolades, 
but ultimately harms the community 
indefinitely, unfortunately, the lega-
cy of those that made the project 
happen will be ongoing shame.

Sympathy
Richard Andrews, Livermore

There has been much news lately 
about Christa Pike and her botched 
execution. Much sympathy and out-
cry have been given to her cause. 
Sorry, I am NOT one of those. 

I am a lifelong liberal who be-
lieves in the death penalty. I have 
a number of reasons, but justice for 
the victims is at the top. There have 
been many racially motivated exe-
cutions in the past, which is horrid. 
But a corrected system instituting 
rigorous oversight is the answer, not 
letting bad people live while their 
victims are gone. Read what she 
did, and tell me that she deserves 
less than her sentence.

The methodology that is applied 
to the execution is badly flawed and 
the far-left needs to listen to what 
they whine about. There are many 
"humane" ways to cause demise 
without all the rig amoral we citi-
zens are forced to pay for. Painless 
removal with oral overdoses works, 
and costs a lot less. Ask anyone who 
has been knocked unconscious how 
much pain they remember. Zero.

We need to bring the Death pen-
alty back in a carefully administered 
manner that prevents the stupidity 
of actions in the past. However, 
this does not permit the perpetrator 
to breathe free air while their vic-
tim and their families live with the 
suffering of their act. Those victims 
and their families suffer "cruel and 
unusual punishment" as the 8th 
Amendment prohibits, by letting the 
bad one live on. It is a reversal of 
thought we need to apply. The 8th 
must also protect victims.

A More Thoughtful Balance 
Christine Hughes, Livermore

The Livermore Community Co-
alition should get praise for having 
the best interest of our community 
in mind! The comprehensive vi-
sion—which includes an expansive 
wooded park, a boutique four-star 
hotel, and relocated affordable hous-
ing units—strikes a more thoughtful 
balance for the Tri-Valley area than 
existing city plans. Thank you for 
being a force for good in the Tri-Val-
ley! If only the people we have 
elected in office would do the same! 

What's Going On in Dublin?
Mike Grant, Dublin

As a long-term Dublin resident, 
I believe we should expect hones-
ty, transparency, and accountability 
from our elected officials. Recent 
information involving Mayor Sher-
ry Hu and a local development proj-
ect has raised some questions that I 
believe deserve answers.

In May 2022, the Dublin City 
Council approved the Inspiration 
Drive memory care development. 
Sherry Hu, then a councilmember, 
voted in favor of the project.

Recently, a social media post 
from January 2025 began circulat-
ing, raising some interesting ques-
tions. The post, appearing under 
Hu's name, promoted an investment 
opportunity involving the same de-
velopment. It sought approximately 
$3.8 million from investors and ad-
vertised a projected 21% annualized 
return.

What surprised me even more 
was a filing with the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC).

An April 4, 2025, SEC filing by 
Selina Kyle LLC identifies Sher-
ry Hu as an executive officer and 
co-manager of the company. The 
filing also reports approximately 
$3.745 million raised from 26 in-
vestors.

This made me wonder about the 
mayor's financial or business rela-
tionship with the development.

California requires elected offi-
cials to file Statements of Economic 
Interests (Form 700) to disclose cer-
tain financial interests and business 
relationships. However, a review of 
Hu's 2025 filings did not appear to 
identify Selina Kyle LLC or her re-
ported management position.

Perhaps there is a reasonable ex-
planation, but shouldn't residents be 
entitled to know?

When did the mayor become 
involved with this company? What 
exactly is her role? Was this busi-
ness relationship required to be dis-
closed? And were any potential con-
flicts of interest properly addressed?

I am not suggesting that any laws 
were broken, nor is there evidence 
presented here that Hu had a finan-
cial interest when she voted on the 
project in 2022.

Still, I believe these are fair ques-
tions. 

I hope the mayor can give clar-
ification.

New Proposed Livermore 
Downtown Plan 2026 
Yolanda Meider, Livermore 

PLEASE look up and read the 
new proposed conceptual plan at 
livermorecommunitycoalition-
speaks.com.

1. It is a well thought out orga-
nized revised design.

2. Moving the Arts and Science 
building to a better location next to 
the Bankhead Theater.

3. Moving the majority of Eden 
Housing across the street allowing 
for a much needed 4-star hotel and 
expanding the open space park al-
lowing a great flowing connection 
from the 4-star hotel to the Bank-
head Theater.

4. The developer for the 4-star 
hotel is open to building.

5. The new City Council and 
mayor need to reconsider this re-
vised beautiful option and meet 
with the hotel developer and the 
Community Coalition Group.

6. Do not destroy the fantastic 
open lot with Eden Housing and a 
park, which will become a park for 
Eden Housing and not for the citi-
zens of Livermore.

7.The City of Livermore needs to 
relocate Eden Housing and consider 
the newer proposed design for the 
citizens, wineries and businesses. 
This new proposed conceptual plan 
would be a great asset for Liver-
more.

Phase Lock Window: 
Generative Artificial 
Intelligence and Optics
Greg Scott, Livermore

“The intuitions our species built 
over millennia, at the slow pace of 
generations, are coming apart at a 
dizzying speed.” (Saturnin Pug-
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EDITORIAL
Re-elect Ben Barrientos to the Livermore City Council

The Independent Endorses Julie Testa for Pleasanton Mayor

Ben Barrientos, a retired educator, 
has represented Livermore’s District 
2 since 2022. He has been involved in 
numerous city projects, and is seeking 
a second term in order to see some of 
them through to completion. 

Those projects include installing 

flashing beacons for pedestrians near 
Christensen Middle School, improving 
I-580 overpasses, planning a park with 
community gardens in Springtownand 
downtown improvements.

He also took a stand against the 
Garaventa Hills housing development, 

casting the lone dissenting vote in 
November 2024. The project was ul-
timately shrunk from 140 units to 40, 
which he considers a success.

Barrientos’s experience on the coun-
cil is a positive, and his vote against 
Garaventa Hills shows where he stands 

on protecting open space in and around 
Livermore.  Ben Barrientos deserves a 
second term to ensure that development 
interests won’t outweigh maintaining 
the Urban Growth Boundary, which 
he officially supports, andprotecting the 
vistas that make the Tri-Valley unique.

Pleasanton Mayor Jack Balch secured 
the mayor’s seat two years ago. He won 
the election in 2024 largely because of 
his opposition to raising the city sales 
tax by one-half of 1%to fix the city’s 
budget deficit, arguing savings could be 
had elsewhere. The increase would have 
cost Pleasanton residents an estimated 
average of $79 a year bringing in $10 
million annually.

Since then, Pleasanton has cut ser-
vices and transferred funds from the 
city’s pension and retiree funds to 
balance the budget. Balch also voted 
to streamline permitting for business-
es, updating impact fees and reducing 

planning requirements for some smaller 
homeowner projects. 

Two-term councilmember Julie 
Testa is running for mayor. She was an 
advocate for the city’s failed sales tax 
increase in 2024. She opposed spending 
money on an external study that only 
confirmed staff projections of increasing 
deficits over the next 10 years. She also 
opposed the use of city retirement funds 
to balance the budget, and has tried to 
bring a modest additionalsales tax back 
to the council for discussion.

Testa drove the creation of Pleasan-
ton’s Alternate Response Unit as well, 
which incorporated mental health pro-

fessionals with police on emergency calls 
responding to health crises. 

Unlike Balch, Testa states that she has 
refused donations or endorsements "from 
special or financial interests from anyone 
who expects something in return.” She 
supports the city’s Urban Growth Bound-
ary. Balch has not done so. 

We’re concerned that Balch is not 
independent enough from real estate 
development and commercial building 
interests that would put development 
first, to the detriment of protection of 
the city’s environment and its growth 
boundary. Balch works for his family’s 
business, Balch Enterprises, which de-

scribes itself as a full-service developer, 
builder and property manager.  And while 
the city’s finances were stabilized one 
year due to service cuts, that’s not a viable 
strategy for the future, and there are still 
more costs to come addressing critical 
needs amounting to $14.3 million in the 
next three years and $61 million within 
the next 10 years. 

Testa has stated, “I will stand up for 
Pleasanton. I will fight for responsible 
growth, genuine affordability, fiscal 
accountability, and the right of citizens 
to shape their community.”

For these reasons, The Independent 
endorses Julie Testa for mayor.
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CORRECTION                      
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The Independent  incorrectly stated that the city's infrastructure 
costs have decreased. The city's significant infrastructure 
needs remain unchanged. Its asset-management plan serves 
to prioritize the city's limited resources.

Two candidates are competing for the 
city council seat representing District 3, 
which is being vacated by councilmem-
ber Julie Testa. She is termed out and 
running for mayor.

Reena Guptais a small business 
entrepreneur and the founder of the 
Mom Relaunch Foundation, and has 

contributed work to the Economic 
Vitality Committee, the Rotary Club, 
Leadership Pleasanton, and serves as 
a Pleasanton Connects ambassador, on 
the advisory boards of the Pleasanton 
Unified School District, Three Valleys 
Community Foundation, and with the 
Tri-Valley Career Center.

She wants to see the city become 
more cooperative with businesses, while 
also preserving the city’s Urban Growth 
Boundary. She has proactively helped 
residents send feedback to the City 
Council on agenda items.

Also running is former Pleasanton 
Unified School District trustee Jamie 

Yee.She wants to focus on issues of 
governance and look for opportunities 
to expand housing stock within the city’s 
Urban Growth Boundary. 

Gupta’s numerous community activ-
ities and business savvy make her the 
best option. 

Two candidates are running for the open 
seat in District 1 on the Pleasanton City 
Council. It is currently held by Jeff Nibert, 
who is not seeking reelection. One is former 
city councilmember Kathy Narum, who left 
the council in 2022 after two terms and is 

currently a director of the Zone 7 Water 
Agency. The other is local entrepreneur 
Vin Kruttiventi, who previously challenged 
former U.S. Representative Eric Swalwell 
for Congress,

Kruttiventi says he wants to focus on 

finding more sources of revenue for the city, 
including drawing in new businesses to fill 
vacant commercial spaces, and bringing 
new life to the Stoneridge Shopping Center. 

Both candidates have their strengths, 
but what Pleasanton needs more than 

anything are fresh ideas to help solve its 
endemic financial problems. Kruttiventi’s 
experience in business operations and 
fiscal management would be an asset on 
the council.  We do think that he’s the 
better choice.

Voters Should Elect Reena Gupta to Pleasanton City Council

For Pleasanton’s District 1, Vin Kruttiventi is the Better Choice
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net, “Phase Lock: A manifesto on 
brain-computer interfaces and pre-
serving human agency in the age of 
[Generative] AI,” 2026)

An optically pumped magnetom-
eter (OPM) is one technology that 
enables magnetoencephalography 
(MEG). MEG records changes in 
magnetic fields from the activity in 
structural neural areas of the brain. 
MEG, a non-invasive technology, 
has advantages over electroenceph-
alography (EEG) in having millisec-
ond (one-thousandth of a second) 
temporal resolution and 2 to 5 mil-
limeter spatial resolution (location), 
without having the signal distortions 
of EEG caused by varying conduc-
tances from skull anatomy. In other 
words, OPM-MEG allows record-
ing of brain neural activity as never 
before.

Phase lock is: “In neuroscience, 
the spontaneous alignment of firing 
neurons to an outside stimulus.” 
(Pugnet, ibid.)

We are currently in a closing 
phase lock window, which is to say 
the era that humans maintain control 
of their own brains versus human 
brains being artificially controlled is 
being decided relatively soon – like-
ly in the next decade.

“Either we align [Generative] 
AI or we get left behind. There 

are two ways to do that: align-
ment-by-control, which constrains 
the machine from the outside, and 
alignment-by-integration, which 
couples human values and intents 
to the machine directly. Control can 
hold for the next few years, but ul-
timately, only integration will last.” 
(Pugnet, ibid.)

We already have brain-computer 
interfaces (BCIs) through function-
al Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
(fMRI), though OPM-MEG and 
optogenetics are superior technolo-
gies and possibilities. Research also 
points to neural read-write capa-
bilities through quantum magnetic 
effects on the energy production 
compartments, the mitochondria, in 
most nucleated cells.

Pugnet’s thinking is that we are 
going to have alignment-by-integra-
tion through BCIs, or Generative AI 
is going to dominate or even destroy 
most, or all, of humanity. 

No Hotel for Downtown 
Livermore
Doug Mann, Livermore

Citizens for Balanced Growth 
has finished our investigation into 
the development of a Livermore 
downtown hotel. Bottom line—
there is no longer a developer.

Eleven years of planning and 

outreach have achieved something 
though. A single person with two 
shell companies now owns the 
very valuable downtown real estate 
which was once under the control of 
the City. The eventual use of these 
parcels may be anyone's guess. Typ-
ically, landowners pursue another 
path when “Plan A” fails. More 
apartment towers? Retail? Minia-
ture golf? Who can say, but at least 
for now it’s a perfectly good parking 
lot.

This month we met with ad-
ditional senior staff in person, in-
cluding senior planners and a long 
employed high level manager. None 
of them could identify any ongoing 
progress or activity. There is no one 
left for us to ask.

Our investigation also included 
a direct public outreach component. 
A 2017 survey revealed that a hotel 
was desirable, with virtually no op-
position. That opinion is no longer 
as universal. The primary reason for 
this shift seems to be the controver-
sy in 2022 where the on-site park-
ing was eliminated and a parking 
lot around the corner and down the 
street was established. The negative 
impact on traffic circulation is un-
welcome. People expect a hotel to 
have parking, and some no longer 
want a hotel for that reason.

No one knows if a future hotel 
developer will decide to actually 
build a hotel in the entitled space. 
One can always hope, but we can’t 
envision any remedy to the physi-
cal and economic challenges of the 
Council’s chosen site for such a use. 
With redevelopment complete, Liv-
ermore will get the apartment build-
ings, but we won’t get a hotel.

(This letter was composed and 
approved by the board of directors 
of Citizens for Balanced Growth.)

Springtown Community Park
Steven Spedowfski, Livermore

Every time I drive past 
Springtown Community Park, I’m 
reminded of one of the proudest 
moments of my public service.

In 2017, I had the honor of serv-
ing on the Livermore City Council 
as its only member from North 
Livermore. When the council ap-
proved the conversion of the strug-
gling municipal golf course into a 
community park, I felt the weight 
and the privilege of representing the 
neighborhood that would call that 
park home.

The decision didn’t come easily, 
and it didn’t come from any one per-

son. Over many months, the council 
held public forums where residents 
shared their hopes for the land. Fam-
ilies asked for play spaces. Seniors 
asked for walking paths. Neighbors 
who had watched the golf course 
decline asked for something the 
whole community could use. City 
staff listened, refined the plans, and 
brought back designs that reflected 
what they heard. The final vote was 
the product of that shared effort.

I remember sitting on the dais 
knowing that North Livermore had 
a voice in that room. Our side of 
town is often overlooked, and being 
able to speak for my neighbors at 
that moment meant a great deal to 
me. It still does.

Today, when I see construction 
of the park progress, I don’t think 
of any single name attached to it. I 
think of the residents who showed 
up to those forums, the staff who did 
the hard work, and the colleagues 
who voted to make it happen. That’s 
how good things get built in Liver-
more: together.

I’m grateful to have been part of 
it.

(Steven Spedowfski is a former 
Livermore Councilmember.)

Eden Should Help the Needy
Theodore Schaefer, Livermore

For years, I have seen an old lady 
pushing her worldly goods around 
in a shopping basket, up and down 
First Street. I'm sure the police know 
her. Eden Housing has net assets of 
over $440 million, pays their CEO 
almost $700,00/year and is get-
ting $100million to build luxury, 
new apartments for low income in 
downtown Livermore at an average 
$770,000 each from our taxpayer 
bond expense, to be paid back over 
a long 55 years at 3%, not 7%+. 
They should be forced to devote 
10% of these units to the destitute 
homeless like her. 

It's about time Eden did this for 
a few truly needy local Livermore 
old people before opening eligibility 
for these incredible apartments to 
the whole Bay area from Oakland 
to Manteca.

Your Vote Shapes Our Future
Glenn Stewart, Livermore

As election day approaches on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2026, residents 
across Livermore have the opportu-
nity and responsibility to shape our 
community's future.

Voting is a fundamental right 
and one of the most effective ways 

to make your voice heard on issues 
that directly impact our daily lives. 
From federal representation to state 
initiatives and local measures that 
influence our schools, public safety, 
infrastructure, and municipal poli-
cies, every vote helps determine the 
direction of our local and broader 
communities.

With multiple options available 
for casting a ballot, voting early is 
particularly advantageous. Voting 
early helps ensure that unexpected 
schedule conflicts, personal emer-
gencies, work obligations, or longer 
lines on Election Day do not pre-
vent your voice from being counted. 
Additionally, voting ahead of time 
allows you to thoroughly review 
candidate platforms and local ballot 
measures at your own pace, ensur-
ing a well-informed choice.

Whether you plan to submit a 
vote-by-mail ballot, utilize an offi-
cial drop box, or visit a local vote 
center in Alameda County ahead 
of Election Day, taking action early 
ensures your participation is secure 
and hassle-free.

No matter your political back-
ground or perspectives on individ-
ual ballot items, active participation 
strengthens our democratic process. 
Make a plan to cast your ballot early 

and ensure your voice is included in 
shaping our collective future.

Response to Editorial on 
Melissa Hernandez
Chet Patel, Livermore

I am writing to express my dis-
appointment regarding your recent 
editorial stating that "Melissa Her-
nandez shows she is unfit to hold 
office."

As an independent newspaper, 
your publication is held to high stan-
dards of objective journalism by its 
readers. In addressing Melissa Her-
nandez's recent comments regarding 
Aisha Wahab, your editorial over-
looks the context of the underlying 
debate over foreign policy positions. 
Labeling critique as inherent racism 
or Islamophobia does not reflect the 
neutral oversight expected from an 
independent editorial board.

Readers rely on your coverage 
to focus on substance—specifically 
the candidates' voting histories, pol-
icy records, and qualifications for 
office—rather than broad charac-
terizations. I urge the board to focus 
future coverage on these objective 
benchmarks.

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 4)

(See MAILBOX, page 6)

The City of Livermore’s Poet Laureate program has made 
available for public viewing a collection of commemorative 
poems written during the first 20 years of the initiative. 
"Twenty Years of Verse" contains the history of the poet 
laureate program, photos of local artwork and 25 poems 
commemorating regional art and civic events. Five poets 
laureate emeriti contributed to the project: Connie Post, 
Charan Wollard, Kevin Gunn, Cynthia Patton and Peggy 
Schimmelman. The book may be checked out or reserved 
for viewing at the Civic Center Library. (Photo courtesy of 
the City of Livermore)

Paid political ad.

Ad paid for by Olivia Sanwong for East Bay Parks Director Ward 5 FPPC # 1454016

Opening Soon 

in Livermore!

(925) 337-9074  º  1400 Holmes St. º  Livermore, CA 94550
lindenseniorliving.com º info@lindenseniorliving.com

Linden is designed for the way you want to live. 
Find out how, by joining us at one of our events!

Coffee & Conversation º Lunch & Learn º Vintages & Visions 

 Seats fill quickly! Call (925) 337-9074 now!

Thoughtfully composed senior living residences.TM
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Yes on Measure I
ChrIstina Mordoff, Dublin

As a Dublin resident and DUSD 
parent, I want our schools to 
thrive—not just get by. That is why 
I am voting YES on Measure I.

For nearly 20 years, local parcel 
tax funding has reliably supported 
our schools. Currently, 72% sup-
ports teachers and staff, 14% funds 
high school tutoring, and 14% 
directly supports school libraries, 
science, and the arts.

 Dublin schools have already 
absorbed significant cuts. Without 
Measure I, our district will lose over 
$2 million annually, forcing our 
children to face larger class sizes, 
fewer academic and arts programs, 
and the loss of great teachers.

 Measure I renews this essential 
funding and restores lost purchas-
ing power to keep pace with rising 
costs. While it includes a modest 
increase per parcel, the cost is small 
compared to the immense benefits 
for our kids. Strict accountability is 
built in, including an independent 
oversight committee and mandatory 
annual audits.

Strong schools benefit our entire 
community—boosting property 
values, supporting local businesses, 
and keeping neighborhoods safe 
and desirable.

Our children only get one chance 
at their education. Let’s invest in 
their future and our community by 
voting YES on Measure I.

Vote for Ben Barrientos for 
City Council and Angela 
Brady for School Board
A. S. Lopez, Livermore 

Here are two candidates who 
really care about the residents, 
especially the children, of their 
district.  Ben Barrientos is the City 
Council Member who is running 
for re-election in District 2. In his 
second term, Ben is advocating for 
the Springtown Branch Library to 
stay open for more days and longer 
hours, at least during weekdays and 
until 6 p.m. This will make it easier 
for children in that area to do their 
homework, to study, or to read a 
book. Right now, Ben is making 
plans with the Director of Commu-
nity Development to put flashing 
lights at crosswalks on N. Vasco, 
strategically located where chil-
dren cross. N. Vasco is notoriously 
known for its heavy traffic around 
the time children are arriving at or 
leaving school.

Angela Brady is running for 
School Board in District 3.  She 
is the mother of two children, one 
in elementary and one in middle 
school.  Angela takes time to attend 
every PTA meeting to know what is 
happening and how she can help.  
She faithfully attends the LVJUSD 
School Board meetings and listens 
to the concerns of other parents 
and adds her own.  Angela remains 
steadfast in her commitment to stay 
informed on all school matters in 
District 3, and in all the Livermore 
schools.

VOTE for Ben Barrientos and 
Angela Brady! 

Join Me in Voting for Julie Testa
John Bauer, Pleasanton

Pleasanton Mayor Balch, you 
have asked the community to hold 
you accountable.

Let’s start with Measure PP. You 
helped defeat Measure PP by ques-
tioning Pleasanton’s projected bud-
get deficit. You pointed to our re-
serves and pension trust, suggesting 
the City didn’t need additional reve-
nue. But after Measure PP failed, an 
independent financial review con-
firmed what our award-winning fi-

nance staff had warned us: Pleasan-
ton faces a serious structural deficit.

Now you claim you balanced 
the budget. But Mayor Balch, bal-
ancing a budget by drawing on re-
serves and pension trust funds is not 
solving a structural deficit. Those 
are one-time resources. Our pension 
trust was established to help meet 
long-term pension obligations, not 
cover ongoing operating expenses. 
It’s like paying household bills from 
savings while continuing to spend 
more than you earn. Eventually, the 
savings run out. And the structural 
deficit remains.

Then there are water rates. You 
criticized water-rate increases 
during your campaign. Yet once 
elected, you voted for additional 
increases because maintaining safe, 
reliable water infrastructure costs 
money. 

And downtown? You promised 
revitalization and economic vitality. 
Two years later, vacant storefronts 
remain a serious problem. Business-
es have left, and downtown contin-
ues to struggle.

Mayor Balch, let’s review your 
record. 

You questioned the deficit. Inde-
pendent experts confirmed it. 

You suggested reserves and pen-
sion funds were the answer. The 
structural deficit remains.

You criticized water-rate increas-
es. Then you voted for them.

You promised downtown revital-
ization. Vacancies remain a serious 
concern.

This isn’t about personalities. 
It’s about accountability, honesty, 
and fiscal responsibility. Pleasanton 
deserves leadership that protects our 
financial future, not simply balances 
today’s budget by drawing down to-
morrow’s resources. Mayor Balch, 
you asked residents to hold you 
accountable. That’s exactly what 
we’re doing.

Please join me in voting for Julie 
Testa.

Vote for Kathy Narum; 
Pleasanton City 
Council, District 1
Timothy Neal, Pleasanton

I writing to enthusiastically en-
dorse Kathy Narum for Pleasanton 
City Council. I’m the retired Police 
Chief in Pleasanton and have lived 
in Kathy’s district for 45 years. We 
chose Pleasanton as an ideal place to 
live and raise a family long ago. It 
has maintained that quality of life by 
no accident. It is through the bright 
and dedicated leadership of people 
like Kathy Narum we have achieved 
this. I worked with Kathy during her 
decades of service as we both served 
on City Commissions and commit-
tees. As a police chief and as a res-
ident, I always found Kathy to be 
on top of issues and both skillfully 
and creatively driven toward solu-
tions. Kathy Narum is focused on 
our economic stability while always 
maintaining our high quality of life 
in Pleasanton. Her service ethos is 
evident in all she does, and her core 
ethics are unbending.

Kathy’s decades of service to our 
community and the incredible di-
versity of her experience make her 
singularly the best our community 
has to offer. I urge everyone seeking 
to maintain a fiscally solid, uncom-
promisingly safe community to join 
me in electing Kathy Narum to our 
City Council.

 (Timothy Neal, Pleasanton Po-
lice Chief (Ret.) 1999-2007)

Voting Time Is Here Again
Patricia Munro, Livermore

The letters to the editor pages are, 
as usual at this time of the voting 

cycle, filled with election advice. 
Here’s my addition to that pile, in 
two parts: first, what I look for in a 
candidate, and second, a few of the 
candidates I endorse in either con-
tentious or under-the-radar races. 

I look for candidates who have 
the willingness to listen to the 
concerns of the different groups 
within their constituency and then 
the courage to make difficult deci-
sions. I want elected officials who 
understand the difference between 
being an activist speaking “truth 
to power,” and an elected official, 
representing their entire constituen-
cy and needing to collaborate and 
compromise in order to accomplish 
anything. I want people in office 
who are curious—willing to listen 
and learn from both constituents 
and professionals? Ideally—but 
not always, elected officials have 
relevant knowledge and/or expe-
rience—while also understanding 
when to be done. Finally, an elected 
official’s personal story and identity 
is often what makes them passionate 
about serving the community. 

Here’s the list: 
Insurance Commissioner: Ben 

Allen, because his experience and 
knowledge is unparalleled. His dis-
trict was affected by the Palisades 
fires, and he understands the issues 
far better than does his opponent. 

Livermore School Board: Angela 
Brady, Tara Boyce, and Christiaan 
VandenHeuvel are the three candi-
dates who stand for education and 
support for all our children. 

LARPD: Tim Barry, Mike 
Ralph, and Laureen Turner will 
bring needed new blood where it is 
really needed. 

Pleasanton Mayor and Coun-
cil Members: Jack Balch, Kathy 
Narum, and Jamie Yee are the three 
candidates who understand Pleasan-
ton and can work collaboratively for 
the good of all. 

Dublin Mayor: Mike McCorris-
ton’s understanding of city issues 
is simply greater than that of his 
opponent.

Join Me and Vote for Larry Bird 
Dan Ramirez, Livermore

I've been a longtime resident in 
Livermore and have known Larry 
Bird for many years. I personally 
know his long history of service 
to our Livermore community. He 
brings 28 years of law enforcement 
experience, including leadership 
in community policing, volunteer 
programs, and management of mul-
timillion dollar budgets. Larry was 
on the original Board of Directors of 
the Tri-Valley Pickleball Club and 
is currently a liaison with LARPD 
and instructor. Larry has spent 
over 24 years coaching softball at 
Livermore High School. He has 
a great sense of humor and easily 
communicates with people. Based 
on his decades of public service, 
involvement with local youths and 
hands-on experience with recreation 
in our community, Larry Bird would 
bring a valuable perspective to the 
LARPD Board. Please join me and 
vote Larry Bird for LARPD in No-
vember.

Jamie Yee is the Best Choice
Mark Miller, Pleasanton

Accountability and transparency 
are essential qualities in City Coun-
cil members. Having served with 
Jamie Yee on the Pleasanton School 
Board for six years, I have seen her 
demonstrate both firsthand. That is 
why I believe she is the best choice 
for District 3 in the upcoming elec-
tion. Jamie is deeply knowledgeable 
about the issues facing our com-
munity, yet she listens to constitu-
ents before forming her positions. 
Once she reaches a decision, she 
advocates for it passionately. She is 
readily accessible, always willing to 
explain the issues, and, as a lifelong 
resident, committed to doing what is 
best for Pleasanton—both now and 
in the future.

Re-elect Christiaan 
VandenHeuvel for School Board
Lori Souza, Livermore

I’m voting for Christiaan in No-
vember. We need him on the school 
board because he has the right skills 
to support our children. His expe-
rience as a substitute teacher and 
PTSA president at LHS provides 
him with the right perspective. He 
advocates for practical solutions and 
data driven decisions. Let’s vote to 
keep him on the school board.

I’m Voting for Jack Balch
Gary Kirscher, Pleasanton 

In the upcoming mayoral race, 
the difference between Julie Testa 
and Jack Balch can clearly be seen 
in the issue that was so prominent in 
the last election. That was proposi-
tion PP, the sales tax initiative. Julie 
was a prominent backer for the rais-
ing of taxes. The backers claimed 
the city would be in a dire position 
with yearly losses causing dramat-
ic cuts in city services if we didn’t 
raise taxes. We didn’t raise taxes. 
We didn’t lose millions and city ser-

vices are still in place. We still have 
a city facing many issues but I want 
a mayor who tackles these prob-
lems in an unpanicked and rational 
way through cost cutting, revenue 
growth and long-term budget anal-
ysis. I am seeing a city council, un-
der Jacks' leadership, that seems to 
work together through compromise 
and increased citizen involvement. 
As a 42-year residence of Pleasan-
ton, this is the first time in years that 
I see hope that our city can success-
fully navigate the future. I’m voting 
for Jack Balch. 

I Highly Recommend Larry Bird 
Carlos Barras, Livermore

I highly recommend Larry Bird 
for the position of LARPD board 
member. He has a wealth of experi-
ence working with people and var-
ious organizations. His experience 
includes an impressive career as a 
police officer for the Hayward po-
lice department, an extensive head 
coaching position with the Liver-
more High girls’ softball team, as 
well as serving as vice-president 
of the Tri-Valley Pickleball Club. 
The Tri-Valley pickleball club 
has been a great program for the 
Tri-Valley community. As one of 
the founding members, Larry has 
been instrumental in its success 
and rapid growth. He is also a 
great communicator and a natural 
leader. As a LARPD board mem-
ber, he will go the extra mile, and 
bring his best self in doing what is 
best for the LARPD communities. 
Without a doubt, Larry Bird will 
prove to be a valuable asset to the 
LARPD board. 

Re-elect Ben for 
Livermore City Council
Carol Silva, Livermore

Voters in northeast Livermore 
can choose to re-elect Ben Bar-
rientos as their District 2 City 
Councilmember. Ben supports 
maintaining our Urban Growth 
Boundary, preserving open space, 
and advocating for affordable 
housing.  Also, he plans to help im-
prove public safety, to incentivize 
renewable resources, and to sup-
port the arts to make our city more 
desirable and interesting to live in 
and visit.

One of his goals to improve 
public safety is for the City to in-
stall crosswalk warning lights at 
busy intersections, such as along 
Vasco Road and other busy roads. 
Another goal is advocating for ad-

ditional opening hours and dates, 
especially after school times, at the 
Springtown Library.

One of Ben’s accomplishments 
as a Councilmember was to en-
courage the City to invest and re-
visit the City’s old plans to convert 
the vacant Springtown golf course 
into a community park. This park 
now is expected to open this fall. 
Ben represents the Livermore City 
Council as a board member of Ava 
Community Energy. Recently, he 
has suggested to Ava’s CEO to 
look into installing solar panels 
on the tiny homes scheduled for 
development at the Asbury Church 
site in Livermore.

Ben has been endorsed by the 
Sierra Club. Ben, a former princi-
pal and teacher, who still coaches 
high school wrestling, has been 
president of the Livermore Lions 
Club for several years.  He has 

lived with his wife in Livermore 
for 30 years.

He genuinely wants to hear 
your ideas and concerns.  Please 
re-elect Ben Barrientos for City 
Council, District 2.  Ben will listen 
to all Livermore residents.   

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 5)

(See MAILBOX, page 7)

Tri-Valley Pickleball Club members will get a sneak peek 
next month at Pickleball Kingdom Livermore, an eight-
court indoor facility under construction at 4650 Arroyo 
Vista. The Livermore franchise said it has offered club 
members a free four-hour timeslot to play pickleball, 
tour the facility and learn about programs and amenities 
before it opens to the public. The 25,000-square-foot 
space is expected to open before the end of the year. In 
addition to pickleball courts, it will include a community 
room, gaming lounge, exercise and stretching area, 
viewing platform, pro shop, dink wall, ball machine 
and instant video replays. (Photo courtesy of Tri-Valley 
Pickleball Club)

GET TICKETS NOW! 
LivermoreArts.org | 925.373.6800 
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Good Governance and 
Smart Fiscal Planning
Doug Miller, Pleasanton 

The other shoe just dropped on 
Pleasanton’s finances, and it turns 
out the city’s infrastructure mainte-
nance requirements are significant 
but far short of the claims of the 
prior City Manager and Council 
majority.

While the prior estimate of the 
city’s 10-year infrastructure needs 
was a jaw-dropping $900 million, 
just two years later, this estimate 
from an exhaustive look at every 
asset owned by Pleasanton puts the 
need at $124 million over the same 
10-year period.

Can you imagine how we’d be 
feeling if we voted to raise our taxes 
two years ago based upon what the 
City was telling us? On top of infla-
tion driving up prices on virtually 
everything anyway, we’d be paying 
even higher prices for most goods 
purchased in Pleasanton.

Pleasanton faces financial choic-
es, for sure. The magnitude of the 
challenge, though, is what matters. 
The cycle of public finances has 
jurisdictions with enough funding in 
some years and the need for making 
cuts in others. Voters in Pleasanton 
asked whether the predicted short-
fall was real when asked to increase 
taxes. It was the right question.

We are all better for the careful, 
calm and fact-based work of the cur-
rent Pleasanton leadership. Mayor 
Balch and the current Council ma-
jority deserve enormous credit for 
getting back to an open, transparent, 
rational form of leadership. We are 
now dealing with facts  — not ex-
aggeration to achieve some private 
aim.

In my opinion, we are lucky to 
have returned to good governance 
in Pleasanton and smart fiscal plan-
ning.

Vote for Tim Barry 
for LARPD Board 
Tim Barry, Livermore

It’s a real privilege to run for a 
seat on the Park District Board of 
Directors; just as it was serving as 
General Manager of the District 
for 15 years, to cap off my 45-year 
career in public parks and recreation 
management. What I really want to 
do is represent you on the Board to 
advance your issues and interests to 
the district. I love the district and this 
community, continuing my work 
with the Livermore Rotary Club, 
Livermore Amador Symphony and 
as a local musician performing at 
local venues. Vote for Tim Barry for 
LARPD Board for seasoned leader-
ship, and continued growth in parks, 
trails, pools and sports fields, child-
care and recreation programs!

Ben Barrientos for 
Livermore City Council 
Bob Cowgill, Livermore

I want to give my endorsement 
to Ben Barrientos for Livermore 
City Council. Ben has been an ac-
tive member of our community as 
teacher, coach, Lions Club, Asbury 
Church, and so much more. Today, 
more than ever, we need a represen-
tative with the ethics, morals, and 
kindness that Ben demonstrates in 
his everyday life. Vote for Ben to 
continue his leadership to keep Liv-
ermore the community where we all 
want to live.

I Enthusiastically Support 
Christiaan VandenHeuvel 
Lara Webber, Livermore

As a 21-year resident of Liver-
more who has raised two children 
in the LVJUSD public schools, I am 
writing to enthusiastically support 
the reelection of Christiaan Vanden-
Heuvel to represent

Trustee Area 5 on the school 
board. He has my vote and my voice 

in support of his campaign!
Christiaan has shown skilled, 

thoughtful, and effective leadership 
as a school board member. He is a 
devoted father of kids in the district, 
a great neighbor, and a compassion-
ate community leader. He chases 
down every detail in meetings, asks 
important questions, and listens to 
the voices he represents in our com-
munity. 

Most importantly, he knows that 
the school board exists to serve ALL 
our students to ensure they all have 
equal access to a safe, high-quality 
education. He knows that the school 
board is no place for religious po-
litical or social agendas. It is about 
taking care of ALL our kids.

I am grateful to Christiaan for his 
service, and know our community 
will continue to thrive with leader-
ship like his on the LVJUSD board. 

I strongly encourage my neigh-
bors in Trustee Areas 2 and 3 to 
vote for Tara Boyce and Angela 
Brady. This election is extremely 
consequential for all of Livermore; 
please vote for these candidates and 
encourage your neighbors to do the 
same!

Angela Brady is the 
Right Vote for Area 3
Kristie Wang, Livermore

I have had the opportunity to lis-
ten to Angela Brady speak multiple 
times about the challenging issues 
facing our public schools. She is 
smart, thoughtful, and as a parent 
of two children in our district, very 
familiar with the issues our students 
and teachers encounter every day. 
From her professional training, she 
is analytical and data-driven and has 
the capacity to take in a lot of infor-
mation and make good decisions. 
Most importantly, she understands 
the importance of looking out for 
all of our students, especially those 
who don’t have anyone to advocate 
for them. Vote Angela Brady for 
Area 3! 

(Kristie Wang was Livermore 
School Board Member, 2020-2024)

Letter of Support for Larry 
Bird for the LARPD Board
Charles Foscalina, Livermore

I am writing to express my en-
thusiastic support for Larry Bird for 
a position on the LARPD Board. 

I encourage my family, friends, 
neighbors, and fellow community 
members to join me in voting for 
Larry.

Larry is a devoted family man, 
father, and grandfather who genu-
inely cares about our community. 
He has demonstrated his commit-
ment to giving back through coach-
ing, community service, and helping 
bring people together. As a founder 
of our community’s pickleball club, 
Larry has shown initiative, leader-
ship, and a passion for creating op-
portunities for people to connect and 
stay active.

One of Larry’s greatest strengths 
is his ability to connect with peo-
ple. He is approachable, accessible, 
and an excellent listener. He takes 
the time to hear others’ concerns, 
consider different perspectives, and 
work toward practical solutions. 
These qualities are essential for a 
board member who will represent 
the interests and needs of our com-
munity.

I believe Larry would bring 
sound judgment, a collaborative 
spirit, and a genuine commitment to 
public service to the LARPD Board. 
He understands the value of local 
parks, recreation, and programs in 
improving the quality of life for res-
idents of all ages.

I am confident Larry would be a 
thoughtful, dedicated, and accessi-
ble representative who listens to our 
community and works hard to serve 
its best interests.

Please join me in supporting 
Larry Bird for the LARPD Board. 

I believe he would be an excellent 
addition and a strong voice for our 
community.

I’ll Be Voting for Kathy Narum 
Ward Kanowsky, Pleasanton

I’ll be voting for Kathy Narum 
for city council and here’s why. 
Kathy models the virtues and needs 
for dedicated civic servants: five 
years with the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, five years on the Plan-
ning Commission, and almost a de-
cade on the city council. And the list 
goes on from there with her service 
on the boards of multiple nonprofits, 
the PUSD Budget Advisory Com-
mittee, Citizens Board Oversight 
Committee, the 7-11 Committee, 
and most recently, the Zone 7 Water 
Agency. This is a resume I can get 
behind!

This depth and breadth of service 
across multiple local organizations 
give Kathy a unique and informed 
perspective to Pleasanton’s priori-
ties pertaining to water policy, fiscal 
discipline, and keeping our neigh-
borhoods safe. Decisions she is part 
of will be the result of thoughtful 
and thorough analysis and consid-
eration.

As a long time Pleasanton res-
ident, I also appreciate Kathy’s 
accessibility and the fact that she 
listens – it’s like having a neighbor 
looking out for you. So yes, I’ll be 
voting for Kathy with the confi-
dence that she has the best interests 
of Pleasanton at heart. 

An Ideologue in "Retired 
Teacher" Clothing 
Johnna Thompson, Livermore 

As a real retired teacher, I am 
offended by Livermore School 
Board candidate Deborah Gibson's 
claim on our ballots that she is a 
retired teacher. She claims (Letters 
10/15/2026) that she isn't trying to 
deceive voters, but I think that's ex-
actly what she's trying to do. Most 
voters didn't watch the candidates' 
forum, where she says she volun-
teered the information that her only 
teaching experience consisted of 
homeschooling her own children. 
Most voters, like me, would read 
her self-proclaimed occupation of 

"retired teacher" on our ballots and 
assume the common meaning of 
the phrase — that she retired from 
classroom teaching, probably in a 
public school. I'm a retired public 
school teacher, as are all the other 
retired teachers I know. Calling 
yourself a retired teacher when 
you've only taught your own kids is 
like calling yourself a retired nurse 
when the only nursing you've done 
is to "nurse" your own kids through 
their childhood illnesses. It's disin-
genuous at best; dishonest at worst.

If a voter sees that a candidate is a 
retired teacher, the voter is likely to 
assume the candidate has an insid-

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 6)

(See MAILBOX, page 8)Ryan Tram, a member of Troop 905, has achieved the rank 
of Eagle Scout, the highest rank in the traditional Scouts 
BSA program, after earning a minimum of 21 merit 
badges and completing a community-service project. 
Tram created blacktop chess, checkers and tic-tac-toe 
games at Wells Middle School in Dublin, leading a team 
of 15 Scouts and five adult volunteers in painting game 
boards and assembling game pieces made from wooden 
discs. Tram is a junior at Dublin High School. Troop 905 is 
sponsored by St. Raymond of Penafort Catholic Church. 
(Photo courtesy of Kiet and Angela Tram)

Zone 7 Flood Safety Open House
at the 

•  Live StreamTracker demos
•  Meet local public safety partners
•  FREE fill-your-own sandbags
•  Flood prep resources & giveaways

GET FLOOD READY

Saturday, October 24, 2026
10 AM - 2 PM

  FREE & FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY! 

zone7waterca.gov/floodready

100 North Canyons Parkway, Livermore
Just one block from Costco!

  Gear up for “GODZILLA” El Niño!
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Trusted to protect our parks, trails, and open
spaces through:

VOTE BRUCE
HENRY

FOR EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK
DISTRICT, WARD 5

 PAID POLITICAL AD

ENDORSED BY THE
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Paid for by Bruce Henry for East Bay Regional Park District Ward 5, 2026.

 

Wildfire mitigation & vegetation management
Increased access and safe trails for all users

Conservation of our open spaces
Family-friendly parks

Accountable, responsive, and professional
governance

Learn more at brucehenry4parks.com
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er's knowledge about the operations 
of public schools and has a vested 
interest in making sure that there is 
good governance of those schools. 
What motivates a candidate who 
didn't trust her children to our local 
public schools and who has no ex-
perience with our schools? Could 
it be that she wants to impose her 
ideological and/or religious beliefs 
on our students? That would be my 
assumption. I won't vote for anyone 
who tries to trick me into believing 
she's something she is not. 

Deena Kaplanis Has My Vote
Cathryn Villasenor, Livermore

As a parent and involved vol-
unteer at community events, I’ve 
watched Deena Kaplanis closely.

 Time and again she has done her 
homework, asked the hard ques-
tions, and voted intelligently. On 
issues of ethics and fiscal respon-
sibility, she has repeatedly been 
willing to stand alone when others 
would not. That kind of independent 
judgment is rare and valuable.

 She understands that every dol-
lar spent is a dollar that belongs 
to the community, and that wise 
stewardship of those funds directly 
affects the quality of our schools 
and the opportunities available to 
our children. For someone who 
puts both preparation and principle 
first, Deena Kaplanis has my vote in 
Area 5.

Christiaan VandenHeuvel Will 
Serve All of Our Community
Megahn Hanely, Livermore

I tend to be wary of anyone who 
mixes faith with public power, so 
you might wonder why I’m enthusi-
astically backing a deeply religious 
candidate for school board. 

At first, I supported Christiaan 
VandenHeuvel mostly because I 
didn’t want Deena Kaplanis to re-
main on the board. That’s not a great 
reason to vote for anyone. But then 
I met him, and I came away genu-
inely impressed by his character. He 
listens, answers questions directly, 
and values connecting with people, 
not just those who agree with him. 
I’m no longer opposing someone 
else. I’m supporting Christiaan.

Christiaan’s faith shapes how he 
treats people, not how he governs 
them. He has said plainly that a pub-
lic school belongs to every family, 
and his actions honor that.

Though Christiaan and Deena 
joined the board at the same time, 
he has demonstrated stronger lead-
ership where it counts. He jumped 
right into the district’s critical bud-
get issues and has served on two 
budget advisory committees. Deena 
has not done this work. 

Christiaan’s statements at board 
meetings have shown thoughtful 
consideration and a strong grasp of 
a trustee’s responsibilities. Deena’s 
statements have often been vague 
or meandering. The notable excep-
tions have been her votes against 
Pride celebration, her Title IX com-
ments, and her remarks condoning 
bullying of trans students. Her clear 
culture-war commitments contra-
dict her campaign promises about 
student safety, distract from issues 
of common concern, and have no 
place in our public schools.

I want a board member priori-
tizing fair pay, transparent budgets, 
strong language and math instruc-
tion, and a welcoming environ-
ment for every student. Christiaan 
answers questions openly and 
honestly, and he doesn’t hide his 
intentions. Most importantly, his 
engagement with our community 
shows a deep commitment to all of 
Livermore.

Re-elect Ben Barrientos 
for City Council Dist. 2 
Joan Beason, Livermore

I live off North Vasco Road, and 
I like having a person on the city 
council that is aware of the problems 
and needs in my direct area. Ben has 
done a very good job in his first four 
years to help us. He worked with 
the City Manager to use $9 million 
to build a large community park in 
Springtown which is scheduled to 
have the ribbon cutting on Nov. 7th. 
Under his direction, the potholes at 
the South Vasco Railroad crossing 
were filled, more handicap parking 
spaces on First Street have been pro-
vided, the Dalton Road, sidewalks 
were repaired, and old trees were 
removed with new ones planted. 

Talking with Ben, I found out 
that some of his plans going forward 
are: putting flashing lights at the 
crosswalks on North Vasco where 
school children cross, providing a 
safer bike path on the North Vasco 
overpass, requesting the city to let 
the library on Bluebell stay open for 
more days and have longer hours, 
and my personal favorite, support-
ing the widening of North Vasco 
after Garaventa Ranch Rd. 

Vote for Ben Barrientos, a 
fair-minded man for all Livermore 
residents. 

Kathy Narum for Pleasanton 
District 1 City Council  
Michele Brynjulson, Pleasanton

Being new to Pleasanton has 
allowed me to get to know about 
the many wonderful, long-time 
residents who have helped to shape 
this town into the special communi-
ty that it truly is.

Friends have shared with me 
their respect and admiration for 
Kathy Narum, specifically her 
deep experience in grappling with 
the water issues that this and other 
California communities struggle to 
manage, and her interest in work-
ing with community members to 
help protect what makes Pleasan-
ton special as well as to effectively 
support our future growth. They 
talk about the clarity she brings to 
her decision-making processes and 
her tireless work with grassroots 
supporters. 

In her 20+ years of public ser-
vice, Kathy has shared her knowl-
edge and financial ability with local 
nonprofit boards, our City Council, 
and educational foundations, as well 
as in her willingness to mentor new 
leaders in our community. I join 
with my friends and colleagues in 
supporting Kathy Narum in her 
Champaign for the Pleasanton Dis-
trict 1 City Council seat. 

To Recuse or Not to Recuse
David Jonas, Livermore

On 10/12/2026, Eric Dillie an-
nounced on social media that a com-
plaint had been filed with the FPPC 
against former LVJUSD Trustee 
Steven Drouin and incumbent 
Trustee Christiaan VandenHeuvel, 
who is running for reelection.

Dillie asserted that since their 
spouses are LVJUSD teachers, 
Drouin and VandenHeuvel should 
have recused themselves from a 
1/26/2026 School Board vote on a 
raise for district teachers. Drouin 
and VandenHeuvel both voted for 
the raise, thus creating, according to 
Dillie, a “a clear conflict-of-interest 
concern under the Political Reform 
Act.” That’s the basis for the com-
plaint.

The complaint was filed by 
Alan Heckman, noted conspiracy 
theorist, fabulist, fountain of false-
hoods, and serial filer of frivolous 
complaints.

The facts of the matter:

Both Drouin and VandenHeuvel 
were extremely careful about ensur-
ing they would be within California 
conflict-of-interest guidelines if they 
voted on the salary increase.

At the 1/26/2026 meeting, trans-
parently in open session, Drouin and 
VandenHeuvel asked District legal 
counsel Dulcinea Grantham for her 
opinion.

Grantham stated the trustees 
were legally permitted to vote be-
cause, in accordance with California 
law:

 - Their spouses had worked for 
the district for at least a year before 
the trustees took office.

- Elected officials can vote on a 
decision affecting a spouse’s com-
pensation when the compensation 
is the same as that received by other 
employees in the same classifica-
tion.

With the legal justification unam-
biguously established, both trustees 
voted for the increase.

Heckman’s complaint is mali-
cious garbage solely intended to 
smear VandenHeuvel as a School 
Board candidate.

The fact that Dillie colluded with 
Heckman in this sleazy and easily 
debunked campaign stunt targeting 
an honorable and respected School 
Board Trustee is particularly gall-
ing, since Dillie is a self-proclaimed 
“school leader” who has worked in 
education for decades.

Please elect VandenHeuvel for 
Area 5. vandenheuvelforschool-
board.com

Tara Boyce Has the Right 
Skills for a Tough Job
JuNelle Harris, Livermore

Being a school board member is 
a tough job. Willingness to put kids 
first is a prerequisite. But our school 
board members need more than 
good intentions to steward a com-
plex organization. They also need 
the right skills.

Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District (LVJUSD) is a 
major enterprise. Its annual operat-
ing budget is over $200 million. It 
employs more than 1,300 people, 
serves around 13,000 students and 
their families at 18 school sites, and 
affects our entire community.

Since our family joined the dis-
trict in 2023, we’ve seen it struggle 
to set priorities and strategically 
align resources. This past spring, 
LVJUSD’s ongoing budget issues 
hit crisis mode. Without sounder 
oversight, I fear that financial insta-
bility will continue to distract our 
district from its core mission: edu-
cating kids.

That’s why I’m delighted Tara 
Boyce is running for the LVJUSD 
school board. I first got to know 
Tara as a fellow parent who cares 
deeply, does her homework, knows 
how to read a complex spreadsheet, 
and consistently shows up to speak 
up for our kids.

Importantly, she also brings the 
right background and skills for the 
job: an MBA in accounting and 
marketing, an undergraduate degree 
in economics, professional expe-
rience with data-driven firms, and 
a financial consulting practice. In 
addition, she has served on the dis-
trict’s LCAP and Budget Advisory 
Committees, where she pushed for 
greater transparency and account-
ability. I encourage you to give her 
your vote.

Vote Kathy Narum for Our 
Pleasanton Community 
Jen Flynn, Pleasanton

As Board President of Pleas-
anton Partnerships in Education 
(PPIE), I've had the opportunity to 
work alongside many dedicated 
community members, including 
Kathy, who serves with me on the 
PPIE Board.

One thing I appreciate about 
working with her is that she always 
takes the time to understand the dis-
cussion at hand and consider all per-
spectives. Kathy is never afraid to 
ask thoughtful, sometimes difficult 
questions to ensure we are making 
informed decisions. She doesn't ac-
cept things at face value, and I be-
lieve that a thoughtful approach is 
valuable in community leadership.

I've seen her dedication to our 
community in the many committees 
we have served on together. She un-
derstands the importance of collab-
oration and is genuinely committed 
to making our community stronger.

Before voting, residents should 
look closely at candidates' experi-
ence, community involvement, and 
approach to problem-solving.

Let's Keep Christiaan 
on the Board 
Dawn Matthews, Livermore

Endorsing Christiaan Vanden-
Heuvel for the Livermore School 
Board is something I do with great 
enthusiasm. Christiaan is a “salt of 
the Earth kind of guy.” He is genu-
ine, intelligent, compassionate, and 
a person of immense integrity. As 
a retired teacher from Livermore 
High School, I witnessed Chris-

tiaan’s dedication to improving the 
well-being of our teachers; he led 
the Livermore High PTSA during 
my tenure there and did such affirm-
ing events and kindnesses for our 
staff and students; our staff felt very 
supported by the PTSA under his 
leadership. In addition, I often had 
Christiaan as a substitute teacher 
in my classrooms and his diligence 
and commitment to doing the very 
best in my absence was so evident; 
he subbed for me for multiple days 
in 2023 when I traveled and then 
got a horrid bout of Covid. He was 
the consummate professional, and 
the students said he was organized, 
helpful, fair, and compassionate. 
When I needed to miss for any rea-
son, the first thing I did was rush to 
see if he could sub for my classes. 
The students spoke highly of him, 
and that speaks volumes. This ex-
perience in the classroom makes 
Christiaan uniquely in tune with the 
needs of our Livermore students; 
the young people in this commu-
nity need advocates on the board, 
and Christiaan is indeed such an 
advocate. Another experience that 
informs his perspective on educa-
tion is his personal experience as an 
English language learner; we need 
individuals on the board with that 
point of view to advocate for our 
students.

Let's keep Christiaan on the 
board so he can continue his amaz-
ing leadership. I am excited to vote 
for him again and urge you to do so 
as well. He will never fail our stu-
dents. Vote for Vandenheuvel; you 
won't regret it.

Kathy Narum for Pleasanton 
City Council: Experience. 
Intelligence. Knowledge.
Susan Hayes, Pleasanton

I enthusiastically endorse Kathy 
Narum for Pleasanton City Council 
and encourage the residents of Dis-
trict 1 to vote for her. 

Although I do not live in Kathy 
Narum’s district, she represented me 
for eight years when City Council 
elections were citywide. She served 
two full terms, winning both elec-
tions with majority support from 
residents who recognized her strong 
leadership.

After reaching her term limit, 
Kathy was selected through a rig-
orous interview process for appoint-
ment to the regional Zone 7 Water 
Agency Board. She subsequently 
won election to the Zone 7 Board 
and has served for the past 3½ years, 
gaining valuable regional perspec-
tive and working with leaders on 
the critical, complex issues of water 
quality and availability.

Kathy’s commitment to Pleas-
anton runs even deeper. She has 
lived here for more than 35 years 
and raised her two daughters in this 
community. Her longstanding in-
vestment in Pleasanton, combined 
with her institutional knowledge, 
proven City Council experience, 
and regional water expertise, makes 
her exceptionally well qualified to 
serve again.

As Pleasanton confronts import-
ant decisions about housing, the 
city budget, and water resources, 
Kathy’s experience and informed 
leadership will be invaluable.

Bottom Line: CV is for US!
Faith Alpher, Livermore

I went back and forth on whether 
to say something. Then I realized 
staying quiet isn't an option when 
our kids are on the line. So here we 
go.

We need a school board member 
who shows up for ALL students. 
CV.

Someone who leads with em-
pathy when a student is struggling. 
CV.

Someone who will never judge a 
child because of their race, gender, 
religion, or anything else. CV.

And let's be honest: when a can-
didate isn't crystal clear about where 
they stand, that worries me. Chris-
tiaan has been clear since day one.

I met him when he moved 
into my neighborhood. We'd talk 
about what he wanted to do for 
our schools, and wow. He wasn't 
one of those people who talks a big 
game and never steps up. He put his 
feet to the fire and ran. And what a 
beautiful blaze he's lit for our school 
board!

Don't just take my word for it. 
Our incredible teachers have en-
dorsed him too. They're in the class-
room every single day. They know 
what our kids need, and they know 
Christiaan is the one who will de-
liver it.

 Our teachers want every stu-
dent treated with love and respect. 
So do I. And when our kids move 
on to whatever comes next, I want 
to know we had the right person in 
that seat.

Christiaan VandenHeuvel. That's 
it. That's the vote. He's the voice we 
want representing us.

(Faith Alpher is Poet Laureate of 
Livermore)

I Endorse the “ABC” Slate 
Lainie Pascall, Livermore 

As a local parent and advocate 
for LGBTQ+ youth, I strongly en-
dorse the “ABC” slate for LVJUSD 
school board: Angela Brady, Tara 
Boyce, and Christiaan VandenHue-
vel. 

A few weeks ago, three local 
non-profit organizations hosted a 
nonpartisan candidate forum for 
the LVJUSD school board race. 
APAPA Tri-Valley, Tri-Valley for 
Black Lives, and PFLAG Tri-Val-
ley jointly hosted the event. (In full 
transparency, I’m a board member 
for PFLAG Tri-Valley and helped 
organize the event, but I’m speaking 
in my personal capacity here.) 

Only three candidates made 
the time to show up to this forum. 
Angela Brady, Tara Boyce, and 
Christiaan VandenHeuvel spoke on 
how they would address issues of 
particular concern for BIPOC and 
LGBTQ+ students and families. 
Each candidate voiced their com-
mitment to centering student voices 
to better support and understand the 
needs of these communities.

I live in Springtown and will en-
thusiastically vote for Angela Brady. 
If I lived in the other districts, Tara 
Boyce and Christiaan VandenHeu-
vel would have my vote, too. 

Deena Kaplanis: One 
Voice. Strong Principles. 
Families First.
Irene Reyes, Livermore

When four board members stand 
together, Deena Kaplanis has shown 
a willingness to stand alone for the 
families she represents.

A mother, doctor, business owner 
and school board member for two 
years, Deena has consistently voted 
to uphold family values and priori-
tize student safety, academic excel-
lence, and fiscal responsibility.

Her moral and spiritual convic-
tions are reflected in her service —
not just her words. She volunteers 
in her church's children's ministry, at 
her children's school PTA, and with 
the Little League Board, all while 
managing business and family re-
sponsibilities.

Rather than compromise her 
principles to follow the majority, 
Deena remains committed to listen-
ing to parents, demanding account-
ability, and keeping schools focused 
on education.

One voice. Unwavering princi-
ples. A commitment to our families. 
Stand with Deena Kaplanis—and 
stand for our children's future.

I Am Strongly Supporting 
Kathy Narum
Isabel Gomez, Pleasanton

As Pleasanton voters weigh our 
choices for City Council, experi-
ence, proven leadership, and a deep 
commitment to our community 
matter now more than ever. That is 
why I am strongly supporting Kathy 
Narum.

Critical local issues like water 
and sewer rates require more than 
just campaign talking points—they 
demand a deep, working under-
standing of municipal infrastructure 
and fiscal responsibility. With her 
extensive background in public ser-
vice, including her proven track re-
cord right here in Pleasanton, Kathy 
brings the exact kind of substantive 
expertise needed to tackle these 
complex utility and financial chal-
lenges head-on.

Beyond her qualifications, I have 
seen firsthand what makes Kathy an 
exceptional public servant. I recent-
ly observed her leadership as chair 
of the Pleasanton Unified School 
District's 7-11 Committee. In a pro-
cess that required balancing diverse 
property and community needs, 
Kathy proved to be a collaborative 
leader who didn't just encourage 
participation—she genuinely lis-
tened to and carefully weighed input 
from all corners of our community. 
That inclusive approach was clearly 
reflected in the committee's final re-
port to the school board.

Pleasanton needs leaders who 
unite us, champion inclusive values, 
and approach governance with gen-
uine care and respect for every resi-
dent. Kathy Narum embodies those 
qualities entirely.

I urge voters to support Kathy 
Narum for City Council District 1.

How Will Each Candidate 
Contribute? 
Sharon Draggoo, Livermore

My vote is in the mail for Chris-
tiaan VandenHeuval, District 5. In 
choosing school board trustees, I 
look beyond a candidate’s qualifi-
cations to ask an equally important 
question: How will EACH contrib-
ute to a team of five entrusted with 
serving our district’s 18 schools and 
ALL of nearly 13,000 students?

I supported and voted for Chris-
tiaan two years ago. Since then, I 
have witnessed his steadfast com-
passion, collaborative spirit, and 
respect for his colleagues. These 
qualities help a board listen careful-
ly, work through disagreements, and 

keep students’ interests at the center 
of its decisions.

Angela Brady would bring com-
plementary strengths: a background 
in data analysis, firsthand experi-
ence as the parent of children in two 
of Livermore schools, and curiosity 
about the experiences of students 
and families throughout the district.

 Tara Boyce would add experi-
ence managing large budgets and 
valuable financial expertise. As the 
parent of two children attending a 
district school, she also brings a per-
sonal understanding of the decisions 
that affect students every day.

 Together, these candidates offer 
a combination of perspectives and 
skills that could serve our schools 
well. Effective teamwork requires 
independent judgment, respectful 
disagreement, and a willingness to 
learn from one another.

This election will help shape the 
team responsible for ALL of our 
schools and EACH of our students. 
As a community, let’s choose trust-
ees who bring both the skills to con-
tribute and the commitment to work 
together.

Kaplanis’s “Process” 
Excuse is a Pretext
Joanne Morrison, Livermore

Once again, Deena Kapla-
nis has cast the lone vote against 
LGBTQIA+ youth. On October 13, 
the LVJUSD board voted 4-1 to rec-
ognize October as LGBTQ History 
Month. Kaplanis voted no, citing 
an “inconsistent process” because 
commemorative observances range 
from one day to a full month.

To make that point, she also vot-
ed against five other recognitions 
on the same agenda. She opposed 
Character Education Month, which 
highlights the district’s social-emo-
tional learning and encourages stu-
dents to be responsible, respectful, 
and safe. She opposed Attendance 
Awareness Month, a national obser-
vance since 2011 that links regular 
attendance to student success. She 
opposed Red Ribbon Week, the 
national campaign encouraging stu-
dents to stay drug-free. She opposed 
National Hispanic Heritage Month, 
which honors the histories, cultures, 
and contributions of Americans with 
roots in Spain, Mexico, the Caribbe-
an, and Central and South America, 
including many Livermore families. 
And she opposed Unity Day on Oc-
tober 21, when students learn about 
the harm of bullying and the value 
of kindness, acceptance, and inclu-
sion.

It is deeply ironic that a trust-
ee who claims to love all kids and 
champion their safety would reject 
five resolutions promoting kindness, 
responsibility, and student well-be-
ing. Her “inconsistent process” 
excuse is plainly a pretext: she sac-
rificed all five to avoid recognizing 
LGBTQ History Month.

Kaplanis has repeatedly exposed 
herself as a fraud. She does not love 
all kids; she betrays queer students 
at every opportunity. She is unfit to 
serve on the LVJUSD board. Area 5 
voters should elect Christiaan Van-
denHeuvel.

Gibson Response
Bob Johnson, Livermore

In her letter to the editor in last 
week’s edition of the Independent 
(10/15/26) Deborah Gibson said 
that her original intention was to 
only use the ballot designation “Re-
tired” and added “Teacher” after 
it was suggested by a clerk. This 
would seem to indicate that she did 
not initially see herself as someone 
who could be described as a retired 
teacher, since she did not teach in a 
classroom, but did homeschool two 
kids. 

In her letter she said that she 
volunteered the information about 
homeschooling at a forum. That fo-
rum happened on September 28th, 
a considerable amount of time after 
she filed her ballot designation on 
August 6th. In the meantime, media 
coverage referred to her as a retired 
teacher, apparently without her of-
fering a clarification. The bottom 
line is that someone who does not 
have a teaching credential and never 
taught in a classroom should not be 
calling themselves a retired teacher, 
regardless of the explanation of-
fered.

It is important to note that the 
Livermore Education Association, 
which represents classroom teachers 
in Livermore schools has endorsed 
Angela Brady for Area 3. Angela is 
a parent with two kids in Livermore 
schools. The California School Em-
ployees Association, representing 
classified school employees, also 
endorsed Angela. Teachers and staff 
who work in the schools see her as 
the better choice. Angela will pro-
vide a parent’s prospective, along 
with her expertise as a data analyst. 

Please vote for Angela Brady in 
Area 3 for the Livermore school 
board.

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 7)

A young participant proudly displays her handmade 
mandala craft at the Diwali Cultural Celebration, held on 
Saturday, Oct. 17, at the Pleasanton Senior Center. The 
event, hosted in partnership with the Pleasanton Cultural 
Arts Council (PCAC) and City Library staff, featured art 
activities and cultural festivities for all ages. (Photo 
courtesy of PCAC)

(See MAILBOX, page 9)
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I Support Kathy Narum 
Barry Brynjulson, Pleasanton

I support Kathy Narum for Pleas-
anton’s District 1 City Council seat.

She has the knowledge, experi-
ence, and character to help balance 
out the current conservative makeup 
of Pleasanton’s council.

Follow California Law, Protect 
Our Students and Our Budget
B.J. Reynolds-Koonce, Livermore

At the Sept. 28 Livermore Vine 
candidate forum, school board can-
didates Deena Kaplanis, Deborah 
Gibson and Stephen Orgain each 
backed restrictions on transgender 
students that California law does not 
allow. Kaplanis and Orgain favored 
sorting sports by sex, and Gibson 
opposed students using locker 
rooms that match their gender. That 
same day, the federal government 
rescinded Title IX protections based 
on sexual orientation and gender 
identity. California’s Education 
Code still protects these students, 
and under state law they use facil-
ities and play on teams that match 
their gender.

A school board must follow state 
law. Do these candidates understand 
that their approach would put the 
district out of compliance with the 
Education Code and open it to cost-
ly litigation? Kaplanis, Gibson, and 
Orgain campaign on fiscal responsi-
bility. Inviting a lawsuit is the oppo-
site. Our district is working through 
real budget challenges, and money 
spent on avoidable litigation is mon-
ey taken from classrooms.

This election will also shape the 
culture of our district. Every child 
deserves to feel safe and respected 
at school, and our campuses should 
not become a battleground over 
who belongs.

The ABC slate offers steady, 
qualified leadership. Tara Boyce 
brings finance experience and has 
served on the district’s budget ad-
visory committee. Angela Brady is 
a parent and data analyst who pri-
oritizes transparency and student 
safety. Christiaan VandenHeuvel 
has helped guide the district through 
hard financial decisions and has 
spoken up for the well-being of 
every student, including LGBTQ+ 
students.

Choose inclusion and responsi-
ble leadership. Vote for Tara Boyce 
in Area 2, Angela Brady in Area 3 
and Christiaan VandenHeuvel in 
Area 5. 

Vote Steve Hilton
David Ott, Pleasanton

Californians can make our state 
safe, affordable and prosperous 
again by voting for Steve Hilton for 
governor.

Hilton will cut taxes for working 
families and businesses, including 
eliminating state income tax on the 
first $150,000 of earnings. He will 
slash burdensome regulations that 

are driving employers out of Cali-
fornia. He will aggressively tackle 
waste, fraud, and corruption in gov-
ernment programs. He will suspend 
unnecessary environmental policies 
inflating gas prices to bring them 
closer to the national average. He 
will restore law and order by enforc-
ing existing laws. He will demand 
real accountability in our schools 
so students actually meet math and 
English standards.

For years, Californians have 
been told that more Democrat gov-
ernment spending and programs 
would solve these problems. In-
stead, many residents are struggling 
with higher costs, declining public 
trust, and concerns about the direc-
tion of the state.

When Becerra was the head of 
HHS under Biden, 330K immigrant 
children were lost.  Many Biden 
White House officials reportedly 
viewed Becerra’s performance as 
underwhelming, and that he lacked 
the operational management to be a 
leader.  The Washington Post/CNN 
narrative from 2022 said some 
White House aides viewed Becerra 
as “hands-off” during key moments.  
Becerra will raise taxes, reduce pub-
lic safety, and ruin our state. Becerra 
failed as HHS lead.  How can he be 
trusted to lead our state?

As the saying goes, the definition 
of insanity is doing the same thing 
over and over and expecting differ-
ent results. We cannot afford more 
of the failed democrat policies. Cali-
fornians are tired of all the problems 
caused by the one-party Democrat 
rule. We have a choice in this elec-
tion: continue with the same failed 
Democrat policies or try a different 
common-sense approach.

Vote for Steve Hilton for gov-
ernor. California has nothing to 
lose — and everything to gain.

Guess Who Came to 
Dublin’s No Kings Day?
Eloise Hamann, Dublin

Barack Obama was there in card-
board style. I had purchased a fold-
ing actual photo of him during his 
first term. I used it to celebrate his 
first inauguration with friends at my 
house. I can’t believe how often he 
has attended our events and he is the 
talk of the party.

I’ve taken his statue to three No 
Kings Days: one in Pleasanton, one 
in Seaside Oregon, and the last in 
Dublin. I also hid him in our Red-
wood Trees for a celebration of my 
60th anniversary with my husband, 
Kenn, in our backyard with Barack 
the talk of the party, as in all events 
I've brought him out. 

In the last event at the No Kings 
event in Dublin, even more people 
were excited to see him. Talking 
about how they love and miss him, 
they kindly asked if they could take 
a picture of themselves with him. 
Often, a group of friends wanted 
their picture with Barack.

I had put a sign on Barack 
Obama that stated “This is what a 
proper president looks like” for the 
No Kings in Dublin. Sometimes I’d 
chant, “What does a proper presi-
dent look like?” followed by “This 
is what a proper president looks 
like” to the rhythm of an old chant."

Integrity
Frank Cannella, Livermore

Our president recently did 
a few more things that further 
tarnish his record in foreign af-
fairs.  First, he announced he had 
secured an agreement from both 
Russia and Ukraine to stop attack-
ing each other's oil reserves in an 
effort to stop the worldwide price 
pressure. Ukraine quickly agreed, 
but Russia continued attacking, 
apparently not agreeing in spite of 
what Trump said, so the war rages 
on. Then Trump pulled what can 
only be called a double-cross on 
Ukraine; he lifted sanctions on 
Russia so they could release about 
750 million dollars in diesel fuel, 
which will give the Russians the 
funds necessary to increase their 
bombardment of Ukraine, thereby 
tipping the war into Russia's hand. 
Then Trump said Zelenskyy was 
the problem and he should step 
down from the Ukrainian presi-
dency.  But that wasn't the only 
thing.  Apparently, Trump reduced 
the Starlink capability of Ukraine 
so there would be less time to re-
spond to Russian attacks. The new 
result: more damaged schools, 
hospitals, power plants and human 
loss in Ukraine.  Some senators 
called Elon Musk himself to com-
plain, but they were told those de-
cisions are out of his control; only 
the President has the power to 
make such an order. Naturally, the 
administration denied that was the 
case. I, of course, believe that with 
as much faith as I believe anything 
else the administration says.  All 
of our western allies are disgusted 
with Trump (again), and I really 
can't blame them. 

I guess Trump will need to wait 
another year to get that Nobel 
peace prize to which he actually 
believes he's entitled.  He should 
check with Norway again, but I 
don't like his chances.

Welcome to Trump 
World: Elon Musk
Rosario Milelli, Pleasanton

Elon Musk is no ordinary bil-
lionaire. He helped lead DOGE 
while federal agencies and for-
eign-aid programs were disman-
tled. Food assistance, disease sur-
veillance and programs intended 
to prevent outbreaks such as Ebola 
were disrupted. Researchers have 
warned that sustained cuts could 
ultimately cost 14 million lives by 
2030. Those are not accounting 
entries. They are human beings. 
For perspective, Nazi Germany 
murdered six million Jews and 
millions of other victims. The 
comparison is not one of motive 
or method; it is a reminder of the 
human scale represented by num-
bers we otherwise read too casual-
ly. Musk once waved a chainsaw 
to symbolize DOGE. Budget lines 
can be cut with a chainsaw. Hu-
man consequences cannot.

At the same time, Musk has 
spent hundreds of millions of 
dollars influencing American elec-
tions while companies he controls 
receive billions in government and 
defense contracts.

Then there is Ukraine.

Critical military communi-
cations built by SpaceX have 
become entangled with political 
decisions over when and where 
Ukraine may use them. Whatever 
the precise chain of command, the 
larger question is unavoidable:

When does a government con-
tractor become a national-security 
threat?

Musk increasingly resembles 
something democracies were 
never designed to accommodate: 
a private sovereign. He controls 
launch capability, satellites, com-
munications infrastructure and 
companies deeply embedded 
in American national security, 
while possessing enough personal 
wealth to exert extraordinary polit-
ical influence.

No private citizen should have 
that combination of power.

If a company becomes in-
dispensable to national defense, 
government should impose strict 
contractual control, require redun-
dant systems, and in an extreme 
national-security circumstance, be 
prepared to take control of critical 
capabilities with compensation.

Technology does not confer 
immunity. Money does not confer 
governmental authority.

Wealth does not confer sover-
eignty.

Trump Is on the Ballot
Keith Jackson, Dublin

The current ballot has many im-
portant issues and people to vote 
for or against, and everyone needs 
to vote. But Donald Trump and the 
Republican party are also on the 
ballot. Not in name, but we have 
the opportunity to send a message 
to Trump and his party that their 
job is to support the American 
people, not just Trump. The cur-
rent Republican party is the Trump 
party and does whatever Trump 
tells them to do. They should not 
be in charge of anything, certainly 
not the country, and all Republi-
cans need to be voted out of office. 
They are not all bad people, but 
their party supports a want-to-be 
dictator, and that party needs to 
get the message that this is not ac-
ceptable. Unfair to vote all Repub-
licans out? Maybe, but a strong 
message needs to be sent. Cor-
ruption, cruelty, lawlessness, the 
destruction of international trade 
and relationships, abandoning a 
democracy in Ukraine to support 
Russia, endless war, (which we 
are losing), the complete incom-
petence, and a multitude of other 
sins being committed in our name 
are all on the ballot. Trump does 
not care about the suffering he is 
causing. He never has and never 
will. What used to be the Repub-
lican party is now gone. If you are 
a lifelong Republican, the party 
you have always supported has 
changed. It has been replaced by a 
cult of personality, no longer sup-
porting anything but Trumps ego. 
We all need to send this message 
to the current Republican party 
that their leadership has been a 
total failure. We deserve better. Or 
do we? Let’s all vote and find out.

Their Biggest Lie 
Glenn White, Dublin

Republicans pretend that they 
will Make America Great Again. 
But they never said when it was 
great, what made it great, when 
it stopped being great and why it 
stopped. Therefore, we can con-
clude that the MAGA label itself 

is a lie based upon lies because 
Republicans have no idea what a 
Great America is, let alone how to 
achieve it. 

Remember this on election day 
because the GOP makes no secret 
of its hatred for our state and its 
willingness to employ cold-blood-
ed cruelty to execute its hatreds, 
bigotries and lies against us, as 
my previous two letters described 
in the Independent Mailbox 
(10/8/2026 and 10/15/2026).

California must prepare to de-
fend itself from Washington-based 
GOP threats against our rights 
and liberties by electing state and 
local officials with the record and 
courage to stand up for liberty and 
justice for all rather than spineless 
sycophants whose main qualifica-
tion appears to be their willingness 
to grovel before their dear party 
leader.

Vote to Change the Status Quo
Ramona Krausnick, Dublin

Sometimes when I watch 
the national news, I see report-
ers asking Trump supporters 
what they think of the job he’s 
doing. So many, without fail, 
say “He’s doing a good job” or 
“He’s doing a great job.” I’ve 
heard this same response for 
many months. I’ve never heard 
any of the reporters ask, “Where 
EXACTLY do you think he is 
doing a good job”? or “Please 
list for me the things he has done 

that makes you think he’s doing 
a good job.” Duh. Simple ques-
tion. Why has no reporter asked 
this? I also wonder if any of the 
Trump supporters could list any-
thing. When I hear their respons-
es, it sounds as though they are 
“parroting” what they’ve heard 
on Fox News or from the White 
House.

If you have not voted yet, I 
strongly urge you to vote for 
every Democrat on the ballot 
from the top on down to change 
the status quo, unless of course 
you’re happy with more of the 
“good job” Trump is doing. 
Please don’t mail your ballot 
back. Drop in to the nearest drop 
box which is the safest place 
to put it so it will be received 
and counted. Sign up for Ballot 
Tracking and they will let you 
know that your ballot has been 
received and will be counted.MAILBOX

(Continued from page 8)

Art Gallery Sponsored by

2250 First St., Livermore

&

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23RD  6 PM – 8 PM
&

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24TH 6 PM – 8 PM

Gallery Hours

Born on the Greek island of Crete, local artist 
George Kanakis has called Pleasanton home for 

nearly 40 years. This special exhibition showcases 
his diverse collection of artwork, including oil 
paintings, watercolors, Indian ink drawings, 

acrylics, and sculpture.  Inspired by both his Greek 
heritage and the beauty of California, George's 

work features scenes from Yosemite, Lake Tahoe, 
Monterey, the Presidio, and Lake Del Valle, along 

with captivating Greek themes.

 Award-Winning Local Artist
George Kanakis

Featuring Greek Themes &
California Landscapes

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
LIVERMORE RESIDENTS: Share your talents with the 
community by volunteering on one of the City of 
Livermore’s advisory bodies. We are accepting 
applications now through November 6, 2026, at 5:00 PM.

Alameda County Mosquito Abatement District 
Board of Trustees (1 vacancy)
Join us in determining general policies for controlling 
mosquitoes and limiting the transmission of 
mosquito-borne diseases. Board includes one 
representative of each incorporated city in Alameda 
County. Website:  https://www.mosquitoes.org/

Board Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of each month at 5:00 
pm in person at the Office of the Alameda County 
Mosquito Abatement District, 23187 Connecticut Street, 
Hayward CA

(1) Regular Term ending 1/1/2031 (4-year term)

SAVE THE DATE!  In-person interviews are scheduled 
for November 10, 2026. For more information or to apply, 
please visit www.livermoreca.gov/AB, call the City 
Clerk’s office at (925) 960-4200, or email: 
cityclerk@livermoreca.gov. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
LIVERMORE RESIDENTS: Share your talents with the 
community by volunteering on one of the City of 
Livermore’s advisory bodies. We are accepting 
applications now through November 6, 2026, at 5:00 PM.

Tri-Valley Conservancy Board of Directors (1 vacancy) 
Residents of Livermore who reside within the City limits 
are invited to submit applications to serve as the City of 
Livermore appointee to the Tri-Valley Conservancy 
(TVC) Board of Directors.

TVC operates as a governing board focused on strategic 
direction, fiduciary oversight, and organizational 
accountability to fulfill TVC's mission to promote 
economically sustainable vineyards and orchards, and 
increase permanently protected, biologically diverse 
open spaces in the Tri-Valley. Board members serve 
four-year terms (maximum two consecutive) and commit 
approximately 5–10 hours per month, including board 
and committee meetings. More information on the 
Tri-Valley Conservancy can be found at 
www.trivalleyconservancy.org. 
 
(1) Regular Term ending 1/1/2031

The board meets approximately six times a year on the 
fourth Thursday of the assigned month, from 5:30 pm to 
8:00 pm, at Tri-Valley Conservancy’s office at 4444 East 
Avenue in Livermore.  

SAVE THE DATE!  In-person interviews are scheduled 
for November 10, 2026. For more information or to apply, 
please visit www.livermoreca.gov/AB, call the City 
Clerk’s office at (925) 960-4200, or email: 
cityclerk@livermoreca.gov. 

WE SERVICE ALL MAJOR BRANDS!

www.CallMillers.com Lic. #253756

Serving 
The Tri-Valley 

Since 1960

925.447.3000925.447.3000

Residential & Commercial

Law Offices of Jennifer E. Ramirez, A.P.C.
(925) 724-9190 | lawofficejer.com

Peace of Mind
through Planning
Estate Planning can be an 
uncomfortable topic for 
many therefore it is often 
ignored until something 
bad happens. And that 
‘something’ usually is an  

unexpected illness or death that then makes a difficult 
situation more complicated and expensive.  Proper estate 
planning helps avoid this situation because it allows you 
to direct the management and distribution of your 
hard-earned assets upon your incapacity or passing 
without court intervention. My office strives to provide 
compassionate and knowledgeable legal advice to help 
our clients navigate these difficult decisions and obtain 
peace of mind through planning. Services provided in 
English and Español.  

925-577-6864

Or

A Pride attendee welcomes community from behind a 
table laden with rainbow decorations, arts and crafts, 
and children's activity sheets at the Livermore Pride 
celebration at Bankhead Plaza on Saturday, Oct. 17. 
(Photo — May Fraser)
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AWARD
(Continued from front page)

A picture-perfect display of late-summer squash, sunflowers, and blooms 
thrives in this garden harvest on Pomona Way in Livermore. (Photo courtesy of 
Ernestina Shay)

Reader Snapshots 
Share Your Best Shot
We are looking for local photos to feature in The Independent’s Reader Snapshots 
section.
Whether it’s a beautiful moment, a slice of Tri-Valley life or something that made you 
smile, we want to see it.
Email your image, full name, city of residence and a brief caption to editor@
independentnews.com for a chance to be featured in an upcoming issue.

James John Concannon, a 
lifelong resident of Livermore 
and a third-generation vintner, 
passed away peacefully on Oct, 
12, 2026, at the age of 95, sur-
rounded by his loving family. 

Born to Joseph and Nina 
Concannon, Jim grew up in 
Livermore, where winemaking 
was deeply rooted in his fam-
ily's heritage. He attended St. 
Michael School and graduated 
from Livermore High School in 
1949, where he played varsity 
basketball and proudly earned 
his letterman sweater. He later 
graduated from Saint Mary's 
College in 1953 before serving 
in the U.S. Army. Afterward, Jim 
studied winemaking and chemis-
try at UC Davis before returning 
to Concannon Vineyard. 

In 1961, Jim became the first 
winemaker to commercially bot-
tle Petite Sirah as a varietal wine, 
earning him the title "Father of 
Petite Sirah." He also contributed 
to UC Davis’s Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon clonal selection program, 
helping propagate vines that led 
to Cabernet Sauvignon clones 
now widely planted throughout 
California. Jim later transitioned 
into marketing and traveled 
across the country to share the 
Concannon name and his fami-
ly’s winemaking heritage.

Beyond the vineyard, Jim 
devoted himself to the Livermore 
community. A longtime member 
of St. Michael Church, he served 
on the parish board. He was an 
active Rotarian, served on the 
Alameda County Zone 7 Water 
Agency Board for 25 years, and 
was honored to participate as 
the Grand Marshal of multiple 
Livermore Rodeos. He also 
served on several wine industry 
boards, including the Wine Advi-
sory Board, and was a founding 
board member of the Tri-Valley 
Conservancy Land Trust in 1994. 

Above all, Jim was devoted 
to his faith, his family, and the 
community he called home. 
Through his contributions to Cal-
ifornia winemaking and decades 

of community service, he leaves 
a lasting legacy in Livermore 
and beyond.

Jim is survived by his be-
loved wife of 66 years, Helen; his 
children, Mary Lessard (Scott), 
Anna Marie Moore (Ken), and 
Paul Concannon (Robin); his 
grandchildren, Shannon Lessard 
Merry (Bradley), Eric Lessard, 
and Kyle Moore; his sister, 
Nina Radisch (Jack); and many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
dear friends. He was preceded 
in death by his eldest son, John 
Concannon, in 2025. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated on Tuesday, 
Oct. 27, at 11:00 a.m. at St. 
Michael Catholic Church in 
Livermore. A private family 
graveside interment will follow. 
A Celebration of Life will be held 
by invitation only.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to St. 
Michael School or St. Michael 
Catholic Church in Livermore.

Jim will be remembered for 
his pioneering contributions 
to California winemaking, his 
enduring love for his family, and 
his lifelong dedication to the Liv-
ermore Valley. His influence will 
endure in the vineyards he helped 
shape, the community he served, 
and the generations who follow.

James John Concannon 
July 25, 1931 - Oct. 12, 2026 C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

Carol Georgine "Kolb" 
Strom died peacefully on July 
27, 2026, at the age of 87. 

Carol was born Nov. 
18,1938, in Livermore, Cal-
ifornia. She was a third-gen-
eration member of the Kolb 
pioneer family in Dublin, 
California. She grew up on 
the Kolb Ranch on Dublin 
Canyon Road. Her childhood 
home was moved to Dublin 
Heritage Park and Museums 
in 2009. Preserving and pass-
ing on her family history to 
future generations was one 
of Carol's greatest sources of 
pride and joy. 

Carol graduated from 
Amador Valley High School 
in 1956. She lived and worked 
on the ranch until she met 
and married Eugene "Gene" 
Strom in 1957. In 1966, they 
built their home in Pleasan-
ton, where Carol lived until 
2025. It was there that they 
raised their three sons. 

In 1967, Gene and Car-
ol started Gene's Village 
Bootery in Dublin, which 
became known as World of 
Shoes in 1977. The family 

business continued until 2017. 
Carol enjoyed travel. Tak-

ing cruises, including trips to 
Alaska and thru the Panama 
Canal were highlights. She 
loved genealogy, reading and 
working in her garden. She 
was also an active member 
of John Knox Presbyterian 
Church of Dublin. She also 
enjoyed participating in sup-
port groups such as Bosom 
Buddies and Swell group. 

She is survived by her 
sons, Scott Strom and his 
wife, Christina Strom, of 
Pleasanton, Casey Strom 

and his wife, Carol "CG" 
Strom, of Angels Camp; 
grandchildren Jessilyn, Wil-
liam, Danika, Keith "KJ", 
and Sean, along with several 
great-grandchildren; neph-
ews Craig Miller and his 
wife, Judy, Max Miller and 
his wife, Ramona; and niece 
Janice Thrasher and her hus-
band, Rick. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Harold and 
Elsie Kolb; her sister, Donna 
Miller; her brother, William 
"Bill" Kolb; and her son, 
Keith Strom. In 2025, Carol 
moved to a memory care fa-
cility in Pleasanton, where she 
spent her final months. 

A Celebration of Life will 
be held Oct. 30, 2026, at 1:00 
p.m. John Knox Presbyterian 
Church, 7421 Amarillo Road, 
Dublin. Reception to follow. 
In Lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in Carol's name 
to Bristol Hospice East Bay, 
5820 Stoneridge Mall Rd., 
Suite 209, Pleasanton, CA 
94588. Bristolhospicefoun-
dationca.org

Carol Georgine
Nov. 18, 1938 - July 27, 2026

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

Virginia Diaz Romero 
passed away peacefully on 
Oct. 12, 2026, surrounded by 
her loving family. She leaves 
behind a beautiful legacy of 
unconditional love, kindness, 
compassion, and cherished 
memories that will forever re-
main in the hearts of those who 
knew and loved her.

Virginia was born on Dec. 6, 
1933, in Carlsbad, New Mexi-
co, to Manuel and Lucy Diaz. 
The eldest of seven children, 
she moved with her parents and 
siblings to Madera, California, 
at the age of 12. It was there that 
she met the love of her life, Fer-
nando Romero. They married in 
July 1955, beginning a beautiful 
journey together filled with 
love, devotion, adventure, and 
family. Their shared Catholic 
faith was the foundation of their 
marriage, strengthening their 
bond and guiding them through 
life’s joys and challenges. To-
gether, they built a home rooted 
in faith, love, and devotion to 
family, passing those cherished 
values on to the generations that 
followed.

Together, Virginia and Fer-
nando raised four children and 
built a life rich in family tradi-
tions and treasured memories. 
In 1968, their adventurous spirit 
led them to the San Francis-

co Bay Area, leaving behind 
extended family to embrace a 
new chapter in their lives. Vir-
ginia welcomed the adventure 
wholeheartedly, delighting in 
exploring the many sights and 
attractions the Bay Area had 
to offer.

After living in Hayward, 
the family settled in Livermore 
in 1974, where Virginia found 
a community and a place she 
proudly called home.

Virginia was a devoted and 
supportive partner in her hus-
band's endeavors. In 1980, when 
Fernando pursued his dream of 
opening Tri Valley Auto Body, 
Virginia was there beside him, 
offering encouragement and 
lending a helping hand. Whether 
answering telephone calls or 
assisting with administrative 
responsibilities, she contributed 

in her own meaningful way to 
their family business.

A woman of remarkable 
warmth, grace, and generosity, 
Virginia had a gentle spirit and a 
genuine kindness that made ev-
eryone feel welcome and loved. 
She was blessed with creativity 
and many talents, and she had a 
special gift for making ordinary 
moments extraordinary.

A gifted seamstress, Virginia 
expressed her creativity through 
the beautiful things she made 
with her own hands. Among 
her many accomplishments was 
sewing her sister Stella's wed-
ding gown and countless pieces 
of clothing for her daughter. One 
particularly treasured memory 
was the flower girl dress she 
designed and lovingly created 
overnight, a wonderful example 
of her talent, determination, and 
devotion to those she loved.

Virginia was equally gifted 
in the kitchen, where cooking 
and baking were another expres-
sion of her love. Her specialties 
were traditional Mexican dishes, 
and her homemade tortillas 
and tamales were simply the 
best. Her home was always 
welcoming, with a fresh pot of 
coffee and pan dulce ready to 
share with anyone who stopped 
by. Whether family, friends, or 
unexpected visitors, everyone 

was greeted with warmth, hos-
pitality, and something delicious 
to enjoy. Her kitchen was more 
than a place to prepare meals; it 
was a gathering place where sto-
ries were shared, laughter was 
plentiful, and lasting memories 
were made.

Virginia also treasured 
the friendships and sense of 
community she found at St. 
Michael's Church in Liver-
more. She especially enjoyed 
attending the Golden Friends 
Luncheons, where she delighted 
in the companionship, conversa-
tion, and social gatherings. With 
her lifelong love of creativity, 
she particularly looked forward 
to the craft and painting classes, 
which brought her much joy.

Above all, Virginia's greatest 
joy was her family. She adored 
her grandchildren and embraced 
every opportunity to spend time 
with them. Whether babysitting, 
hosting sleepovers, or creating 
special memories, she made 
each grandchild feel loved and 
treasured. Her home was a place 
where wonderful childhood 
memories were made, and

her loving presence became 
an unforgettable part of their 
lives.

Virginia was preceded in 
death by her beloved husband, 
Fernando Romero, who passed 

away in July 2021; her par-
ents, Manuel and Lucy Diaz; 
her sister, Stella Rodriguez; 
her brother, Gilbert Diaz; and 
her daughter-in-law, Kimberly 
Romero. Her marriage to Fer-
nando, spanning nearly 66 years, 
was a beautiful testament to their 
enduring love, unwavering faith, 
and lifelong commitment to one 
another and their family.

She is survived by her 
four children: George Romero 
(Becky), Julie Romero Genung 
(Scott), Fernando Romero Jr. 
(Annette), and David Romero 
(Ingrid); her loving siblings, 
Benita Gonzalez, Mary Herrera, 
Joseph Diaz, and Teresa Con-
treras; along with 14 grandchil-
dren, 15 great-grandchildren, 
another great-grandchild on 
the way, and one great-great-
grandchild.

Virginia lived her life with 
kindness, compassion, creativ-
ity, and an unwavering love for 
others. She gave generously of 
herself, never seeking recogni-
tion, and found happiness in the 
simple pleasure of caring for 
those around her.

She will be remembered not 
only for the beautiful things she 
created, the wonderful meals she 
prepared, or the traditions she 
passed down, but for the love 
woven into everything she did.

 Her hands were seldom 
idle, her heart was always giv-
ing, and her home was always 
welcoming.

Though her presence will be 
deeply missed, Virginia’s great-
est legacy is the love she leaves 
behind—a love that will con-
tinue through the generations of 
her family and in the countless 
lives she touched.

May she rest in eternal 
peace, reunited with her beloved 
Fernando.

Funeral Services Family and 
friends are invited to gather in 
remembrance and celebration 
of Virginia’s life.

Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2026 — 
Visitation and Vigil Rosary 
Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East 
Ave., Livermore, California. 
Visitation: 6:00 p.m.  — 7:00 
p.m. Vigil Rosary: 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2026 
— Mass of Christian Burial 
1:00 p.m. St. Michael Catholic 
Church, 458 Maple Street, Liv-
ermore, California

Interment Immediately Fol-
lowing Mass, St. Michael Cath-
olic Cemetery, 3885 East Ave., 
Livermore, California

Eternal rest grant unto her, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon her. May she rest in 
peace. Amen.

Virginia Diaz Romero 
Dec. 6, 1933 — Oct. 12, 2026

OBITUARIES

wineries, while preserving their 
approachable, family-owned 
roots and intimate welcoming 
tasting room experiences. 

"It's so exciting. It took so 
many years to get this award," 
said Heather McGrail, pres-
ident of McGrail Vineyards 
and Winery and chair of the 
Livermore Valley Wine Com-
munity's Marketing and Brand 
Awareness Committee and 
Taste our Terroir event.

McGrail, who opened her 
family's winery in 2008, re-
called the first (then called) 
Livermore Valley Winegrow-
ers meeting.

"We all said someday we 
are going to get this award...
but it was kind of like, 'are we 
ever?' You just don't know."

But it remained a collective 
goal. And McGrail and her 
community of winemakers and 
winery owners have not let up 
on realizing the dream.

In the last five or six years, 
she said, "It was like, no guys, 
we're doing it. We're going to 
get this award," McGrail said. 
"We have this wine region that 
is so special and with so many 
amazing people, and the com-
munity here, you can't beat it."

“Livermore Valley is a re-
gion with deep roots and a 
clear vision for its future,” said 
Tonya M. Pitts, writer-at-large 
and wine reviewer at Wine 
Enthusiast and award-winning 
sommelier. “Its sustained focus 
on quality, coupled with the 
authenticity and hospitality 

that define the region, has made 
Livermore Valley a compelling 
destination for today’s wine 
consumer. It is a region that 
knows where it came from, and 
is not afraid to move forward.”

That continual looking 
ahead has been instrumental 
in shaping the region’s wine 
identity. 

In 2025, Livermore Valley 
named Cabernet Franc and 
Sauvignon Blanc its signature 
varietals, building on their 
history in the valley, while 
focusing on grapes particularly 
well suited to its future. A 2022 
UC Davis study identified 
both varietals as well posi-
tioned for successful growth 
in Livermore Valley based 
on the region’s climate, soils 
and irrigation conditions.  The 
designation reflects a broader 
effort to build on what has al-
ways worked in the valley, yet 
thoughtfully defining a distinct 
identity for its next chapter.

While the award validates 
years of hard work, "I feel 
like it's just the beginning," 
McGrail said. "This is just 
the next step where we get to 
continue what we're doing and 
make things even brighter and 
more exciting."

In recent years, the Liver-
more Valley Wine Commu-
nity has expanded winemaker 
education, brought in outside 
vineyard and winemaking 
expertise, strengthened part-
nerships with local viticulture 
education programs and creat-

ed opportunities for wineries 
to access laboratory testing and 
other quality resources.

For all the hard work, Mc-
Grail said everything ultimate-
ly points back to one thing.

"It's our community, Liv-
ermore as a whole; we have a 
special place here," she said.

"I mean you think about 
the wine industry and it's like, 
yeah, that's your competitor, 
but not here, no; that's my 
friend, the one who brought 
over a forklift when mine broke 
down in the middle of harvest."

Jessica Carroll, owner and 
winemaker at JMC Cellars, 
echoed McGrail's sentiment. 

"I don't know what it is 
about Livermore....someone 
asked me: How did you guys 
get to be like this?" Carroll 
asked. "I still don't have an 
answer. But people who are in 
the industry are choosing to be 
in the industry because they are 
passionate about it. And they're 
choosing this life, this commu-
nity; and they're choosing to do 
it together." 

"I think Tonya (Pitts's) 
phrase was 'bringing joy to 
wine,' McGrail added. "That's 
what I want to be known for, 
being the place that brings joy 
to wine.

"And I feel like in a time 
when the wine industry is 
down—things are not great 
as a global (wine) world right 
now—it's like, no, we're still 
here, and we're going to make 
it great. And we're winning."
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Ken Herman, beloved hus-
band, father, musician, and 
friend, passed away on Sept. 28, 
2026, at the age of 93.

Ken lived a full and mean-
ingful life, filled with music, 
friendship, family, and the ac-
tivities he loved. A lifelong jazz 
drummer, he played drums for 
many years and was proud of his 
connection to the world of jazz 
and music. He was also an avid 
racquetball player and enjoyed 
the friendships and camaraderie 
that came with the sport.

Ken was a devoted husband 
to his wife, Tina, with whom 
he made his home in Dublin, 
California. He cherished his 
sons, Rob (Wendy) and Greg, 
who live in Seattle, and took 
great pride in his family. He was 
also a loving part of the lives of 

Tina’s children, Lisa Soares, Don 
(Trish), and Cindy Galli (Eric).

Ken was a proud grandfather 
to Korey, Tyler, Carli, DJ, Josh, 
Madison (Jacob), Dominic, 
Anthony, and Vincent.

Ken is also survived by his 
two sisters in Wisconsin, Janice 
and Christine, along with many 

relatives and friends.
Ken’s love of jazz, racquet-

ball, and family were important 
parts of his life. He will be deep-
ly missed by all who knew him.

Celebration of Life:
 A celebration of Ken’s Life 

will be held on Nov. 7, 2026, 
at 11:00 a.m. at Saint Philip 
Lutheran Church in Dublin, 
California.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests memorial contributions 
to Saint Philip Lutheran Church, 
Tunnel to Towers, or Samaritan’s 
Purse.

The family welcomes friends 
and loved ones to join them in 
celebrating Ken’s life and sharing 
memories of a man who brought 
music, friendship, and love to 
those around him.

Ken Herman 
May 16, 1933 — Sept. 28, 2026

Carol J. Clobes, 86, of Liv-
ermore, California, passed away 
peacefully on Oct. 4, 2026, in 
Pleasanton, California.

Carol was born on Aug. 17, 
1940, in Buffalo, New York, 
the only child of William and 
Florence Collins. After grad-
uating from East High School 
in Rochester, New York, she 
attended SUNY Geneseo, where 
she studied education, and later 
earned a graduate degree from 
Washington University in St. 
Louis.

Carol began her teaching 
career in 1966 at an elementary 
school in Kenmore, New York. In 
1967, she married Arnold Clobes 
in Amherst, New York. The 
two met while singing in their 
church choir. They built their life 
together first in upstate New York 
and then in Connecticut, where 
their sons, Scott and Todd, were 
born. The family later moved to 
Washington State before settling 
in Livermore in 1981. Carol made 
the Tri-Valley her home for more 

than four decades, enjoying its 
fair weather and fine wine.

A beloved teacher, Carol 
taught kindergarten at Our Sav-
ior Lutheran Ministries for 20 
years before retiring in 2003. 
She continued to tutor students 
independently and to volunteer 
at her church for many years. Her 
students' successes brought her 
great joy, and she was especially 
delighted to teach the children of 
her former students. A devoted 
member of Our Savior, Carol 

gave her time and heart to her 
church community. Friends and 
family remember Carol as a gra-
cious hostess who loved to bring 
people together around good food 
and fellowship. Her Christmas 
decorations and holiday cookie 
exchanges were legendary.

Carol is survived by her son, 
Todd (Dawn) of Sacramento, 
California, and granddaughter, 
Sabrina. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Arnold, 
and her son, Scott.

A memorial service will be 
held on Nov. 6, 2026, at 11 a.m. 
at Our Savior Lutheran Minis-
tries, 1385 S. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore, CA. A reception will 
follow on site.

In lieu of flowers, and in 
honor of Carol's lifelong com-
mitment to education and literacy, 
the family requests donations to 
the School Scholarship Fund at 
Our Savior Lutheran Ministries 
or to Dolly Parton's Imagination 
Library.

Carol J. Clobes
Aug. 17, 1940 — Oct. 4, 2026 

Marlene Chapman-Young, 
78, passed away peacefully of 
natural causes at her home on 
Friday, Oct. 2, 2026.

Marlene was born on May 
3, 1948, to Melvin and Lona 
Chapman of Chinook, Mon-
tana. She was the third of five 
children, growing up alongside 
her siblings, Marilee Johnson 
(Chapman), Margaret Chapman, 
Derryl Chapman, and Debbie 
Olson (Chapman).

Marlene and Bob Young 
raised three sons, James (Jim 
Bob), Darryl, and Justin, in Chi-
nook, Montana. During her years 
in Chinook, she also served as a 
member of the local EMS crew, 
dedicating her time to caring for 
and assisting others in her com-
munity. Her strong work ethic, 
independence, and compassion 
were qualities that remained with 
her throughout her life.

In 1983, Marlene relocated 
to California, where she began 
her career with Applied Signal 
Technology in Sunnyvale. She 
devoted approximately 25 years 
to the company and took great 
pride in her career and accom-

plishments.
Marlene was known for her 

quick wit, strong personality, and 
unwavering determination. She 
possessed a wonderful sense of 
humor, was never afraid to speak 
her mind, and had a special way 
of bringing laughter to those 
around her.

Although Marlene spent 
much of her life in California, 
she always maintained a strong 
connection to her Montana roots. 
She valued the friendships she 
established in both states and 
especially cherished the years 
spent near her sister Margie, her 
son Justin and his wife Lucy, and 
their children and grandchildren 
in California. Above all, Marlene 
treasured her family and the 
memories they created together.

Among Marlene’s many in-
terests, playing cards and Rum-
mikub were two of her greatest 
enjoyments. Throughout her 
retirement, she looked forward to 
the friendly competition, laugh-
ter, and time shared around the 
table with family and friends.

Marlene was preceded in 
death by her parents, Melvin and 

Lona Chapman; and her sisters, 
Marilee Johnson (Chapman) and 
Debbie Olson (Chapman).

She is survived by her sib-
lings, Margaret Chapman and 
Derryl (Judy) Chapman; her 
three sons, James (Jim Bob) 
Young, Darryl (Wanda) Young, 
and Justin (Lucy) Young; her 
grandchildren, Shawn (Erica), 
Austin, Maloney (Caleb), Lainey, 
Lily, Stacy, Tanna, and Riley; her 
great-grandchildren, Hazel, Av-
ery, Elara, Odin, Barrett, Willow, 
Jericho, Tyler Jr., and Xander; 
and many friends and extended 
family members.

Marlene will be fondly re-
membered for her quick wit, 
strong will, and sense of humor. 
She leaves behind a lifetime of 
cherished memories and laugh-
ter, and every game of cards or 
Rummikub will serve as a special 
reminder of her.

Callaghan Mortuary is hon-
ored to be serving the Young 
family. An online guestbook 
is available for condolences at 
www.callaghanmortuary.com.

Marlene Chapman-Young
May 3, 1948 — Oct. 2, 2026

Ann Faust Bailey died Aug. 
17, 2026, at age 71. She died at 
home under hospice care, with 
her immediate family bedside, 
after a sixteen-year struggle with 
cancer. 

It was a life well lived. Ann 
was born May 13, 1955, to Don 
and Margaret Faust, professors 
of psychology at the Claremont 
colleges. They lived just two 
blocks from campus, so Ann 
and her sisters Katie and Marion 
were raised in a house with lots of 
teachers, grad students, and local 
kids around. Ann’s grandparents, 
Clarence and Gladys Faust, re-
tired in Claremont to live nearby. 
Ann was raised with a tight-knit, 
loving family.

Ann’s grandparents pur-
chased land at Shaver Lake, 
California, and in 1955 built a 
lakeside cabin. Ann grew up 
spending summers at the Shaver 
Lake cabin, which included 

loads of fun times around the 
lake, including water skiing in 
the summer, then snow skiing 
in the winter. Ann visited the 
cabin every year of her life, as 
this is where extended family 
congregated. This included Don’s 
brothers, Dale and Lyn, and their 
wives Pam and Sara, and their 
children, the cousins, Langdon, 
Leslie, and Kim.

Ann’s father, Don, decided 
that having horses would be a 
good learning experience for 
early teens, so Ann and her sister 
Marion learned to ride and take 
care of their own horses. Ann’s 
riding skills improved to a level 
where she competed in barrel 
racing and participated in com-
petitions up and down the state.

Ann attended Chico State 
for a degree in Business and 
Computer programming. This 
led her to a career spanning the 
earlier days of business IT of the 

1970’s, evolving to the IT of the 
2020’s. She worked for EDS, 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory, TriValley Growers, 
Allied Signal, PeopleSoft, and 
retired from Oracle. At Chico 
State, she also got the opportunity 
to attend World Campus Afloat, 
which meant she spent much of a 

year on a cruise liner packed with 
college st\udents and professors, 
sailing around the world visiting 
ports in South America, Africa, 
India and Asia.

Ann met Stephen Murdoch 
Bailey in 1980, at the Shaver 
Lake cabin, during a cousin’s 
wedding reception. Three years 

later they were married, and five 
years later started a family with 
the arrival of Allison Michelle 
Bailey. Two years later, Keith 
Alan Bailey was born, then two 
years later, Ross Murdoch Bai-
ley. They raised their family in 
Modesto, California, Midlothian, 
Virginia, and Livermore, Cali-
fornia. Ann’s adult life centered 
on raising and appreciating her 
children, and for the last few 
years, her grandchildren.

 When a cancer diagnosis is 
received, all those trips or activi-
ties that a person may want to do 
“someday” get reprioritized. So, 
when you feel good enough, you 
go do what is on your list. Which 
means during these last 16 years, 
Ann and her extended family 
went to Club Meds in Cancun and 
Portugal. The Hunewill Ranch, a 
dude ranch outside Bridgeport, 
California, was a place which 
allowed her to share her love of 

horses with her family for several 
years. However, the Shaver Lake 
cabin, a home away from home 
in the Sierras on a lake, is where 
Ann always liked to go. Her 
daughter, Allison, living in North-
ern Norway with her husband 
Fredrik Haug and granddaughters 
Iselin and Eva, provided another 
favorite and frequent destination.

For the last month, so many 
kind cards have arrived, and in 
common is the repeated memory 
of Ann’s beaming smile, of her 
happy laugh, and of her gentle 
kindness. We miss her so.

Stephen Bailey
Ross Bailey
Keith Bailey, Meghan 

O’Hearn
Allison Bailey, Fredrik Haug, 

Iselin and Eva Haug
Katie Faust

Ann Faust Bailey
May 13, 1955 — Aug. 17, 2026

Toby Lee Rien of Clovis, Cal-
ifornia, passed away peacefully at 
home after a brief illness on Sept. 
30, 2026. He was surrounded by 
his close family and dear friends 
in the days and weeks before his 
passing.

Toby was born on Jan. 12, 
1955, at Reese Air Force Base 
in Lubbock, Texas, and raised in 
Livermore, California. 

In 1973, he graduated from 
Livermore High School, where 
he played baseball and was a 
varsity basketball star. He then 
attended California Polytechnic 
State University in San Luis 
Obispo, earning a Bachelor of 
Science in Sociology in 1978.

In September 1980, Toby 
began serving the community 
with the Fresno County Sheriff's 
Department. Over his distin-
guished 30-year career, he served 
as a narcotics detective, patrol 
division sergeant, crisis negoti-
ator, SWAT officer, and Patrol 
Area Commander. He retired in 
2010 as a Lieutenant and Watch 
Commander.

Family, friends, and col-

leagues will fondly remember 
Toby for his many selfless acts 
of generosity and his infectious, 
self-deprecating sense of humor. 
After retiring, he traveled widely 
with Corinne, family, and friends 
across Central and Western Eu-
rope, Scandinavia, the British 
Isles, and Ireland. He spent many 
years riding his motorcycle with 
friends to Sturgis, South Dakota, 
but was happiest at home, man-
icuring his yard, detailing his 
cars, and entertaining strangers, 
friends, and family. 

He is survived by his wife, 

Corinne, with whom he shared 
43 years; two children, Brian 
Steven Rien (Lauren) of Bonney 
Lake, Washington, and Brittany 
Marie Rien of Concord, Califor-
nia; brothers Timothy Brian Rien 
(Ann) of Graeagle, California, 
and Richard R. Rien (Libby) 
of Sparks, Nevada; sister and 
brother-in-law, Elaine and Eric 
Thompson, of Clovis, Califor-
nia; one grandchild, Jacob; six 
nieces and nephews; and twelve 
great-nieces and nephews, all of 
whom will miss him terribly.

He is preceded in death by 
his mother, Joan Ann Rien; his 
grandparents, Lloyd and Char-
lotte Culford; and his first cousin, 
Karl M. Vargas.

Memorial services will be 
private.

In lieu of flowers, the Rien 
family requests that donations 
in Toby’s name be made to any 
of Toby and Corinne’s favorite 
charities: Valley Animal Center 
in Fresno; Catholic Charities in 
Fresno; St. Anthony of Padua in 
Fresno; or Sale Ranch Animal 
Sanctuary.

Toby Lee Rien
Jan. 12, 1955 — Sept. 30, 2026 C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

It is with deep sadness and 
loving hearts that we announce 
the passing of Joann Lydon 
(Doro), on Oct. 2, 2026, at the 
age of 84.

Joann was born in Chicago, 
Illinois, on Jan. 8, 1942 and re-
located to Southern California at 
nine years old. After graduating 
Morningside High in Ingle-
wood, she met and married her 
husband, Rick. Together they 
started their 64-year journey 
and raised their two children, 
Anthony and Annette.

Later, they relocated to 
Pleasanton, California, where 
they lived for 45 years and built 
a life filled with family, friend-
ships, and cherished memories.

A woman of Catholic faith, 
Joann carried her faith and val-
ues throughout her life. She was 
a devoted wife, loving moth-
er, grandmother, great-grand-
mother, and cherished member 
of her family and community. 

Joann was an active member 
of the Pleasanton Lions Club, 
serving her community for over 
40 years and forming many 
lifetime friendships. 

She also worked at Petco for 
more than 20 years, showing 
her love for all animals and 

forming lasting connections with 
coworkers and customers.

Joann is survived by her 
husband, Rick; son, Tony Ly-

don of Livermore, California, 
Ann Lydon; grandsons, Mason 
Lydon (Seattle, Washington), 
Nicholas Lydon (Reno, Neva-
da); daughter, Annette Boroff 
(Don) of Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa; granddaughter Stephanie 
Brooks (Kyle) of McKinney, 
Texas; and great-granddaughter, 
Hannah Brooks.

Joann will be remembered 
for the love she gave, her devo-
tion to her family, her dedication 
to her work, and the many cher-
ished memories she created. She 
held a special place in the hearts 
of all who knew and loved her.

Her love, strength, faith, and 
presence will be deeply missed. 
May she rest in eternal peace, 
and may perpetual light shine 
upon her.

Services at St. Augustine's 
Catholic Church, 3999 Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton CA

Memorial Service 10:30 
a.m., followed by Celebration 
of Life reception. 

Inurnment at St. Augustine's 
Cemetery, 5750 Sunol Blvd., 
2:00 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, if you de-
sire, Joann's favorite charities are 
any animal shelter or St. Jude's 
Children's Hospital.

Joann Lydon
Jan. 8, 1942 — Oct. 2, 2026 

Stephen Alan Roberts was 
a loving son, husband, brother, 
uncle, and friend. He passed 
away suddenly from heart failure 
on July 25, 2026, in Livermore, 
California, at the age of 74. He 
was born on Aug. 24, 1951, in 
Hayward, California.

Steve was a happy, friend-
ly boy who loved sports and 
excelled in both baseball and 
basketball. Named the home run 
hitter in Little League baseball, 
Steve continued playing sports 
throughout his academic years. 
He played CYO (Catholic Youth 
Organization) Basketball, Ca-
laroga Jr. High basketball, and 
three years of varsity basketball 
at Mt. Eden High School. By his 
senior year, Steve had become 
the all-time scoring leader for a 
varsity player. His record wasn't 
broken until many years later.

Driven by his love of bas-
ketball and natural athleticism, 
Steve graduated from Stanislaus 
State University with a degree 
in Physical Education (minor 
in English Literature). He went 
on to complete his teaching 
credential and became a beloved 

coach and substitute teacher. He 
eventually went to work for PSA 
Airlines and later US Airways, 
where he received many letters 
of commendation for his "above 
and beyond" personalized cus-
tomer service.

Most of all, Steve loved his 
family. He loved his parents, 
brothers, nieces, nephews, and 
relatives dearly. Holidays and 
special occasions with his family 
were very important to him. He 
truly enjoyed being an uncle, and 
he treasured his family, especial-
ly his dear wife Daria, who he 

married on June 12, 1982.
Steve was known for his 

friendly and cheerful demeanor, 
and he treated everyone he met 
with respect and kindness—often 
recognizing people he had only 
met once and remembering de-
tails about them. He enjoyed na-
ture, his cats, fishing, the beach, 
reading, and country music.

 Steve is survived by his 
wife of 44 years, Daria Roberts 
(Marengo). He is also survived 
by his brother Martin Roberts, 
and many beloved nieces and 
nephews. He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Verna and Leland 
“Bud” Roberts, and his brother 
Michael Roberts.

 A memorial mass is sched-
uled for Oct. 28 at St. Augustine’s 
Church in Pleasanton, with a 
reception to follow in the parish 
hall. Father Mark Wiesner will 
officiate the ceremony. All are 
welcome to attend and celebrate 
Steve’s life.

In lieu of flowers, his family 
requests donations to St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital. 
www.stjude.org

Stephen Alan Roberts
Aug. 24, 1951 — July 25, 2026
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By Phil Jensen

LIVERMORE — At the end 
of the first quarter in last 
Friday’s nonleague game 
between California High 
School and host Granada, 
the two teams matched each 
other well.

Granada held a 14-13 
lead over the Grizzlies. 
But California dominated 
the next three quarters to 
win 62-28.

“We had a great week of 
practice. Danny (Calcagno, 
California’s coach) does 
a great job over there … 
they put it on us tonight,” 
said Granada coach Bran-
don Black about the loss. 
“The (Granada) kids work 
hard, they’re a great group 
of young men. (California) 
just got the best of us.”

Granada (2-5) scored its 
most points against Cal-
ifornia High since 2012, 
but it was a five-touchdown 
spurt in the second and 
third quarters that put the 
Grizzlies firmly in control 
and helped them win their 
11th straight game against 
Granada.

The Matadors now open 
their EBAL Valley Divi-
sion schedule on Friday at 
Dublin (with a 7:15 p.m. 
scheduled kickoff). The 
next three games are the 
most important regular-sea-
son games for all four of 
the Valley Division teams. 
The division winner will 
be an automatic qualifier 
for the North Coast Section 
playoffs.

“They know what’s at 
stake,” said Black about 
his team. “The kids have 
kept their heads up and kept 
fighting, working.”

California (5-3) took 
the opening drive of the 
game 72 yards for a touch-
down, but Granada an-
swered with its best drive 
of the game. The Matadors 
moved the ball 75 yards 
on 10 plays, ending with 
a well-timed seam pass 
from Caiden Van Leer 
to Brayden Hein for a 
36-yard touchdown. Gio 
Perez’s point-after-touch-
down kick gave Granada a 
7-6 lead, since California 
missed the PAT kick after 
the Grizzlies’ touchdown.

In a high-scoring first 
quarter,  California an-
swered back with anoth-
er long drive, capped by 
a 20-yard TD pass from 
Nicco Kovacs to Eli Vara-
nini. With the PAT kick by 
Bruce Fallgren, the Griz-
zlies grabbed the lead back 
at 13-7.

But California didn’t 
hold that lead for long. 
On the ensuing kickoff, 
Granada’s Skyler Stuart 
burst through a hole in the 
middle of the field at ap-
proximately the Granada 
30-yard line, stepped out 
of a tackle attempt about 
30 yards later and raced 
for a 97-yard touchdown. 
It was one of two kickoff 
returns for scores by the 
junior in the game. The 
PAT kick by Perez gave 
Granada a 14-13 lead at 

the 2 minute, 1 second 
mark of the first quarter.

“He’s electric,” said 
Black about Stuart. “Any 
time he touches the ball, he 
could break (a long run), 
and he showed that to-
night.”

But California outscored 
Granada 21-0 in the second 
quarter and outgained the 
Matadors 166-9 in that 
quarter to lead 34-14 at 
halftime. The Grizzlies 
tacked on two more touch-
downs in the third quarter 
before Granada broke the 
scoring streak. Granada 
sophomore Stephen Turner 
scored on a 10-yard run, 
and he accounted for all 60 
yards on the drive. Turner 
finished with a game-high 
88 yards rushing.

The Matadors’ final 
touchdown was an 88-yard 
kickoff return by Stuart 
with 8:26 to go in the game.

California had four play-
ers who rushed for more 
than 50 yards in the game, 
led by Jonathan Hamm (69 
yards, one TD) and Pontus 
Carlson (69 yards). Kovacs, 
a transfer from Amador 
Valley, completed 15 of his 
18 passing attempts for 231 
yards, four touchdowns and 
no interceptions.

Note: Dublin, Granada’s 
opponent this Friday, is also 
2-5 after a 24-21 win over 
visiting Clayton Valley 
Charter on Oct. 9. The oth-
er EBAL Valley Division 
game this Friday is Foothill 
(2-4) at Livermore (4-3) at 
7:15 p.m.

Granada Clinches NCS Playoff 
With Must-Win Over Livermore
By Phil Jensen

LIVERMORE — The Grana-
da High School girls volley-
ball team faced a must-win 
match against host Livermore 
on Oct. 15.

Granada needed a win 
to secure qualification for 
consideration of a bid into the 
North Coast Section playoffs. 
The Matadors accomplished 
their mission, defeating Liv-
ermore 25-12, 25-15, 25-23.

“I was pleased. We had 
good energy. We needed to 
win one more to qualify, so we 
didn’t want to mess around,” 
said Granada coach Rich 
Cortez. “I thought Livermore 
did a good job of responding 
in that third set.”

In order to qualify for the 
NCS girls volleyball play-
offs, a team must have an 
overall record, league record, 
or NCS division record of at 
least an equal number of wins 
and losses. With the victory, 
Granada improved to 13-12 
overall with one regular-sea-
son match remaining. Granada 
is a Division I team. The seed-
ing meeting is Oct. 25.

Livermore has also qual-
ified to be considered for the 
NCS Division II playoffs due 
to a 3-0 record against Divi-
sion II competition entering 
this week. The Cowboys play 

at Kimball-Tracy tonight be-
fore ending the regular season 
at South Tahoe on Saturday.

In their rivalry match on 
Oct. 15, Granada took early 
control of the first set on four 
service points by Kamryn De 
Ocampo for a 6-2 lead. The 
Matadors, who finished their 
East Bay Athletic League reg-
ular season with a 6-7 record, 
built their lead to 17-7 on a kill 
by De Ocampo, and ended the 
set with four straight points, 
including three service points 
by Izabella De Ocampo.

Kamryn De Ocampo 
served seven straight points 
in the second set for an 11-1 
Granada lead. She had two 
aces in that run, and teammate 
Anabel van Niekerk produced 
four points on either kills or 
hits. The junior outside hitter 
showed good decision-mak-
ing on whether to tap the ball 
over the front row or put a 
full swing on it. Cortez said 
that successful hitters have 
that decision-making skill. 
“Maybe it’s a well-formed 
block and they are just going 
to try to tip over it, or they’ll 
just blast away, but you try to 
teach them to see the block,” 
he said.

Granada led by double 
digits for most of the rest of 
the second set until an ace by 
Livermore’s Danielle Penaflor 

made the score 24-15. The last 
point of the set was a kill by 
van Niekerk.

The third set proceeded 
much differently, as Liver-
more led for much of the set. 
A kill by Siera Baldovino built 
the Cowboys’ lead to 16-11, 
but then Granada went on a 
5-0 run to tie the score. No 
more than three points sepa-
rated the two teams the rest 
of the way.

Granada had match point 
at 24-21 on an ace by Sofia 
Duterte, but Livermore (7-18, 
0-13) battled back with two 
straight points, including a kill 
by Michelle Headley, before 
Granada scored the final point 
of the game.

“They had so much heart. 
Senior Night is so emotional,” 
said Livermore coach Lisa 
Poyneer, who has six seniors 
on her 14-player roster. “You 
could see how much it means 
to them.”

Jordan Barloon produced 
20 digs, Marrit Poyneer passed 
for 13 assists and Headley had 
five kills for Livermore.

Granada won its regu-
lar-season finale in four sets 
over host Freedom-Oakley 
on Oct. 16. The Matadors 
prevailed 25-15, 23-25, 25-20, 
25-17 to conclude its regular 
season with a 14-12 overall 
record.

Granada players jump to block a shot from Livermore's Lilyana Von Roll during their 
girls volleyball match at Livermore High School on Oct.15. The Matadors swept the 
match 25-12, 25-15, 25-23 to secure an NCS playoff bid. (Photo—May Fraser)

Granada High School quarterback Caiden Van Leer (center) keeps an eye on receiver 
Brayden Hein (right) before firing a touchdown pass to him in the Oct. 16 home game 
against California High School. (Photo courtesy of Adam J. Clark/Livermore Granada 
Boosters)

Matadors Look for Turnaround 
After a Tough Weekend Loss

REBECCA
(Continued from front page)

visitors to the upcoming 
exhibit encounter something 
within themselves.

“I have never thought 
of my paintings simply as 
something to look at. For 
me, they are encounters with 
color, Spirit, story, mystery 
and Love,” Sister Rebecca 
said. “I may know what was 
stirring in me when I painted 
a particular piece, but I don't 
need someone else to see 
what I see.

“I want the painting to 
meet them wherever they 
are. If people leave the ex-
hibit a little more whole, a 
little more alive, a little more 
awake to the beauty within 
themselves, then the paint-
ings have done what I hoped 
they would do,” she added.

Healing is one of the 
most beautiful experiences 
people have expressed to 
her when they spend time 
with her paintings. Some-
thing inside simply softens, 
opens, releases, or comes 
home to itself.

“I don't believe the paint-
ing does the healing as much 
as it creates a sacred space 
where something already 
within the person is able to 
awaken,” Sister Rebecca 
said. “Color, image, memo-
ry, beauty, and Spirit some-
how meet—and healing can 
happen there.”

A deeply personal work 
that came from her mind 
featured a mother deer and 
her fawn and imagery that 
reflected Sister Rebecca’s 
mother.

“When my mom died, 

that was my mom’s favorite 
animal,” she said. “So, I was 
so consoled by that.”

As for the artistic style 
of her work, Sister Rebecca 
prefers not to put herself in 
a particular box. Rather,her 
paintings move from re-
alism into impressionism, 
symbolism, abstraction, and 
sometimes a combination of 
several of those in the same 
piece.

“I would probably say 
my style is spiritual expres-
sion through color,” she 
said. “I paint what I see, 
but perhaps even more, I 
paint what I feel and what I 
experience within.”

“I grew up with the ex-
traordinary colors of Santa 
Fe, New Mexico—the earth, 
mountains, sky, sunsets, 
adobe, turquoise, brilliant 
blues, oranges, reds and 
golds. Those colors got into 
me very early and apparent-
ly decided to stay.”

The power and impact of 
those colors come through 
her love of texture, and 
discovering what paint can 
do beyond a traditional 
brushstroke. Through the 
combination of brushes 
and palette knives, Sister 
Rebecca described building 
layers and allowing texture 
itself to become part of the 
expression of a painting. For 
her, technique is always in 
service of what the painting 
is trying to express.

So, whether it is oils or 
acrylics, there are different 
personalities of both.

“Sometimes the paint is 

smooth and quiet; some-
times it is thick, bold and 
almost sculptural. I love let-
ting the paint itself become 
part of the story,” Sister 
Rebecca said.

While she plans to ex-
periment with new medium 
in the future, she does not 
see herself abandoning oils 
or acrylics. Instead, “(it’s 
about) discovering what else 
might happen with them.”

She also hopes visitors to 
the exhibit will be inspired 
to pick up a pencil or take 
a brush and paint to small 
canvas and express what is 
inside of them, and not wor-
ry about calling themselves 
artists.

“I have been painting 
since 1972 (and coloring 
since two), but creativity 
isn't about how many years 
you have practiced. Cre-
ativity belongs to all of us,” 
Sister Rebecca said. “It may 
come through paint, music, 
gardening, cooking, sewing, 
woodworking, writing, ar-
ranging flowers, caring for 
another person, or a hundred 
other expressions. We are 
creative beings.”

Sister Rebecca also is 
celebrating her 60th anni-
versary as a singer-song-
writer and recently released 
her newest original single, 
“Yes, Everyone Is Loved”, 
a musical echo of the same 
message carried in her paint-
ings. Her original music will 
gently fill the space through-
out the weekend with an 
occasional song sung live.

CONSERVATION
(Continued from front page)

rare Livermore tarplant and 
the palmate-bracted bird’s 
beak. The California tiger 
salamander, California red-
legged frog, western bur-
rowing owl and vernal pool 
fairy shrimp also live in the 
newly protected habitat.

The City of Livermore 
owns the two parcels and 
will work with TVC and 
other partners to manage the 
properties for conservation 

values. The city manag-
es the land for biodiversi-
ty and habitat, agriculture 
and working lands, and 
climate-change goals, ac-
cording to the city’s website.

The easements resulted 
from the mitigation efforts 
of housing development in 
Dublin. Trumark Homes 
served as the permittee for 
the easements. 

"Conservation is a long-

term commitment,” said 
Diana Roberts, associate 
director of conservation at 
TVC. “Our role is to make 
sure these lands stay thriv-
ing ecosystems that stand 
the test of time. We’re proud 
to work hands-on to ensure 
the terms of our easements 
are upheld, and we have staff 
out in the field year-round 
to different properties to 
do so.”

in the recent LLNL study, 
humans could also try to 
keep the asteroid intact and 
apply a small force to change 
its course in a strategy known 
as deflection.

“With sufficient advance 
warning, even a very small 
change in an asteroid's veloc-
ity, potentially as little as one 
centimeter per second, could 
be enough to deflect it away 
from Earth,” Santistevan 
said. “Generally, deflection 
benefits from longer lead 
times, because even a small 
change in velocity can pro-
duce a significant change in 

an asteroid's position over 
time. Disruption may offer 
an alternative when there is 
less time available, although 
its effectiveness depends on 
the specific threat scenario.”

Developed in part at 
LLNL, the new Vera C. 
Rubin Observatory in Chile, 
a telescope with the largest 
detector ever built, includes 
as one of its rolesthe detec-
tion of asteroids long before 
they could hit the Earth. 

However, detecting a haz-
ardous rock early is only the 
first step; figuring out how 
to neutralize it requires im-

mense computational power.
To achieve asteroid dis-

ruption or deflection, lab 
investigators highlighted the 
need to bring more high-per-
formance computing to the 
problem. Even with super-
computers running simula-
tions for as long as 59 con-
tinuous days, they gleaned 
only 145 milliseconds of 
simulated time. Scientists 
would need to follow an as-
teroid’s resulting fragments 
in simulation much longer 
to judge if the pieces simply 
reaccumulate into a danger-
ous new asteroid.

ASTEROIDS
(Continued from front page)

Opera to Honor Late Artistic Director
LIVERMORE  — Liver-
more Valley Opera (LVO) 
will honor its former artistic 
director, Erie Mills, with 
an “evening of music and 
remembrance” at the Bank-
head Theater on Wednesday, 
Nov. 11.

Mills, who died in June 
at the age of 73, had been 
the opera company’s artistic 
director since 2016.

“Erie was the north star of 
this company and gave LVO 
her artistry, standards and 
heart,” said Jonathan Kleid, 
president of the opera com-
pany’s board of directors.

Over a 25-year singing 

career, Mills performed with 
the Metropolitan Opera and 
New York City Opera in New 
York, Teatro alla Scala in It-
aly, the Vienna Staatsoper in 
Austria, San Francisco Opera 
and the Santa Fe Opera.

She joined the voice fac-
ulty at San Jose State Univer-
sity in 1998, retiring as a full 
professor of music in 2008. 

In 2004, she also became 
the first woman to join the 
board of directors of Opera 
America, a New York-based 
nonprofit that promotes op-
era across the country.

Following her death, 
LVO named Mills as its 

artistic director laureate and 
established the Erie Mills 
Legacy Fund to continue her 
artistic vision for the opera 
company.

The tribute, featuring the 
LVO orchestra and soloists 
Avery Boettcher, Eugene 
Brancoveanu, Christie Con-
over, Jamie Flora, Bobby 
Mellon, Courtney Miller and 
Amy Owens, will begin at 7 
p.m. The doors to the Bank-
head will open at 6:30 p.m.

The evening is free and 
open to the public. To RSVP, 
go to LivermoreValleyOpera.
com and click on “A Tribute 
to Erie Mills.”
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626169

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Cigarette City 2, 
20930 Mission Blvd, Hayward, 
CA 94541 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Sam's 
Tel, Inc., 20930 Mission Blvd, 
Hayward, CA 94541. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 1/26/2021. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Bassery 
Alriashi, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on September 18, 
2026. Expires September 17, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 7041. Published October 1, 
8, 15, 22, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625817

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Jayr's Phlebot-
omy Services, 5845 Sunrose 
Avenue, Newark, CA 94560 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Rogelio Sta Ana, 
5845 Sunrose Avenue, New-
ark, CA 94560. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name list-
ed above on N/A. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Rogelio Sta Ana, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on September 4, 2026. 
Expires September 3, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7042. 
Published October 1, 8, 15, 22, 
2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626007

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Mother's Kitch-
en, 1884 Sally Creek Circle, 
Hayward, CA 94541 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Uma Annamalai, 1884 
Sally Creek Circle, Hayward, CA 
94541. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
7/1/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Uma Annamalai, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 14, 2026. Ex-
pires September 13, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7043. 
Published October 1, 8, 15, 22, 
2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626008

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Chettinad Kitch-
en, 1884 Sally Creek Circle, 
Hayward, CA 94541 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Sanjiv Annamalai, 
1884 Sally Creek Circle, Hay-
ward, CA 94541. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 7/1/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Sanjiv An-
namalai, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on September 14, 
2026. Expires September 13, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 7044. Published October 1, 
8, 15, 22, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625659

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Foothill Dental 
Care, 1985 First Street, #201, 
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Roxanna L. Buchanan, 
1985 First Street, #201, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 06/01/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Roxanna L Bu-
chanan, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on August 28, 2026. 
Expires August 27, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7045. 
Published October 1, 8, 15, 22, 
2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626184

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. Samantha 
Cook; 2. M K Meinert, 1788 
Autumn Oak Drive, Livermore, 
CA 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Pau-
la Meinert, 1788 Autumn Oak 
Drive, CA 94551. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 9/18/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Paula Meinert, 
Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on September 18, 2026. 
Expires September 17, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 

7046. Published October 1, 8, 
15, 22, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626228

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Common Core 
Solutions, 2789 E Sugar Hill 
Terr, Dublin, CA 94568-4621 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Pramih Inc., 
2789 E Sugar Hill Terr, Dublin, 
CA 94568-4621. This business 
is conducted by a Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 2/22/2013. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Ashvinee Naik, 
CEO. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on September 22, 2026. 
Expires September 121, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
7047. Published October 1, 8, 
15, 22, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625416

The following person(s) doing 
business as: TD Mechanical, 
679 Brookfield DR, Livermore, 
CA 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Tyler 
Falconer, 679 Brookfield DR, 
Livermore, CA 94551. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: TYler Falconer, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
August 17, 2026. Expires August 
16, 2031. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 7048. Published October 
1, 8, 15, 22, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625886

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Charles R Vine-
yards, 8195 Crane Ridge RD, 
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Quail Nest, LLC, 8100 
Crane Ridge RD, Livermore, CA 
94550. This business is conduct-
ed by a Limited Liability Compa-
ny. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 9/26/2006. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Bonnie Bartlett, 
Managing Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on September 
9, 2026. Expires September 8, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 7049. Published October 1, 
8, 15, 22, 2026.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 566089

The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use of the 
following fictitious business 
name(s). Turner Tooling, 2082 
Edison Ave, San Leandro, CA 
94577. Registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Eric Alan Richards, 
1722 Junction Ave, Suite D, San 
Jose, CA 95112. The fictitious 
business name statement was 
filed on 12/5/2019 in the County 
of Alameda. This business was 
conducted by an Individual. Sig-
nature of Registrants:
/s/: Eric Alan Richards, Owner.  
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
September 2, 2026. The Inde-
pendent, Legal No. 7050. Pub-
lished October 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626292

The following person(s) doing 
business as: The Knotty Knitter, 
164 North L Street, Livermore, 
CA 94550 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Don-
namarie Fuller, 164 North L 
Street, Livermore, CA 94550. 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
9/27/2021. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Donnamarie Fuller, 
Registrant. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on September 24, 
2026. Expires September 23, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 7052. Published October 8, 
15, 22, 29, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626332

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Rodarte Designs 
Just For You; 2. Rodarte Disenos 
Solo Para Ti, 3544 Edinburgh 
DR, Livermore, CA 94551 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Yolanda Rodriguez, 
3544 Edinburgh DR, Livermore, 
CA 94551. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 9/24/26. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Yolanda Ro-
driguez, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on September 25, 
2026. Expires September 24, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 

No. 7053. Published October 8, 
15, 22, 29, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625891

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Chix, 10812 Vol-
taire Ave, Oakland, CA 94603 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Oaklandchix Ltd 
Liability Co, 10812 Voltaire Ave, 
Oakland, CA 94603. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. The registrant 
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name listed above on N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Dottie 
Moore, Member. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on September 9, 
2026. Expires September 8, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 7054. Published October 8, 
15, 22, 29, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625755

The following person(s) doing 
business as: SMJ Monogram & 
Embroidery, 4200 Detroit Ave, 
Oakland, CA 94619 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Mannix Family Ven-
tures, LLC, 4200 Detroit Ave, 
Oakland, CA 94619. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Shannon Mannix Johnson, 
Manager. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on September 9, 2026. 
Expires September 1, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7055. 
Published October 8, 15, 22, 
29, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626367

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Integral House 
Cleaning Services, 22218 Mont-
gomery ST, Hayward, CA 94541 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Yanette Mar-
garita Mejia Valladares, 22218 
Montgomery ST, Hayward, CA 
94541. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Yanette Margarita Mejia Valladar, 
Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on September 28, 2026. 
Expires September 27, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
7056. Published October 8, 15, 
22, 29, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626219

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Wynn Art Studio, 
4031 Stanley Blvd, APT 206, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Michelle Wynn, 4031 
Stanley Blvd, APT 206, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Michelle Wynn, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
September 21, 2026. Expires 
September 20, 2031. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 7057. 
Published October 8, 15, 22, 
29, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626427

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Maple Street Den-
im, 4266 Piedmont Ave, Oak-
land, CA 94611 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
Julia Harleman, 4266 Piedmont 
Ave, Oakland, CA 94611. This 
business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
8/21/2014. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Julia Harleman, Man-
aging Partner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on September 30, 
2026. Expires September 29, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 7058. Published October 8, 
15, 22, 29, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626471

The following person(s) doing 
business as: KP Brown Wine 
Consulting & Filtration, 2166 
Teagarden Common, Livermore, 
CA 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Kevin 
P. Brown, 2166 Teagarden Com-
mon, Livermore, CA 94551. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Kevin P. 
Brown, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on October 1, 2026. 

Expires September 30, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
7059. Published October 8, 15, 
22, 29, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626679

The following person(s) doing 
business as: ZippyAssist, 74 W 
Neal Street #203, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 6L 
Inc., P.O. BOX 1916 Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Neil P. Swindale, President. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on Oc-
tober 8, 2026. Expires October 
7, 2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 7060. Published October 15, 
22, 29, November 5, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626577

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Lindstrom Media 
Group is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Brian 
Lindstrom, 1205 Cotter Way, 
Hayward, CA 94541. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 10/03/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Brian Lind-
strom, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on October 6, 2026. 
Expires October 5, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7061. 
Published October 15, 22, 29, 
November 5, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626390

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Memorie Press, 
1958 Parkside CT, Livermore,CA 
94551 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Thien-
Anh Amanda Le Nguyen, 1958 
Parkside CT, Livermore, CA 
94551. This business is con-
ducted by a General Partnership. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 7/6/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Thien-Anh 
Amanda Le Nguyen, Partner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 29, 2026. Ex-
pires September 28, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7062. 
Published October 15, 22, 29, 
November 5, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626522

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Well Rounded 
Village, 2665 Mount Dana DR, 
Dublin, CA 94568 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Danielle Martine Joseph. 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above 
on 9/30/2026. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Daniele Martine 
Joseph, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on October 5, 2026. 
Expires October 4, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7063. 
Published October 15, 22, 29, 
November 5, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 625967

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Designer Vibes, 
27475 Hesperian Blvd, #152, 
Hayward, CA 94545 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): D Roshell Jones, 27475 
Hesperian Blvd, #152, Hayward, 
CA 94545. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
D Roshell Jones, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
September 11, 2026. Expires 
September 10, 2031. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 7064. 
Published October 15, 22, 29, 
November 5, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626281

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Steven Montes 
Special Events, 4327 Old Dublin 
RD, Castro Valley, CA 94552 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): 1. Steven Montes, 
4327 Old Dublin RD, Castro Val-
ley, CA 94552; 2. Steven Weilen, 
4327 Old Dublin RD, Castro Val-
ley, CA 94552. This business is 
conducted by a General Partner-
ship. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 01/01/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Steven Montes, 
Managing Partner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on September 
24, 2026. Expires September 23, 

2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 7065. Published October 15, 
22, 29, November 5, 2026.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
TO ESTABLISH A BRANCH

Notification is given that BMO 
Bank National Association, 320 
South Canal Street, Chicago, 
Illinois 60606, has filed an ap-
plication with the Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency on 
October 22, 2026, as specified 
in 12 CFR Part 5 for permission 
to establish a staffed branch 
office at Fallon Road & Dublin 
Boulevard, Dublin, California 
94568.  Any person wishing to 
comment on this application 
may file comments in writing 
with Director for Licensing at 
Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency, 7 Times Square, 10th 
Floor Mailroom, New York, New 
York 10036 or at LicensingPub-
licComments@occ.treas.gov 
within 30 days of the date of this 
publication.  To request a copy 
of the public portion of the filing, 
contact the Director for Licens-
ing at Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, 7 Times Square, 
10th Floor Mailroom, New York, 
New York 10036 or email
Licensing@occ.treas.gov.  Filing 
information may also be found 
in the OCC’s Weekly Bulletin 
available at www.occ.gov.
The Independent, Legal No. 
7066. Published 22, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626608

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Gardenia Retreat, 
46 Cascata CT, Livermore, CA 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Fauzia 
Ahtasham, 46 Cascata CT, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name list-
ed above on N/A. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Fauzia Ahtasham, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on October 7, 2026. 
Expires October 6, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7067. 
Published October 22, 29, No-
vember 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626714

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Kaimo, 3055 
Ridgefield Court, Dublin, CA 
94568 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Lanyard, 
Inc., 3055 Ridgefield Court, 
Dublin, CA 94568. This business 
is conducted by a Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 8/20/2025. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: David 
Amusin, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on October 9, 2026. 
Expires October 8, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7068. 
Published October 22, 29, No-

vember 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626762

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Puddles Pools, 
2482 Chardonnay Way, Liver-
more, CA 94550 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
Peter's Pools LLC, 2150 Portola 
Ave, Ste D PMB 2038, Liver-
more, CA 94551. This business 
is conducted by a Limited Liabili-
ty Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Kevin C 
Peters, Principal. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on October 13, 2026. 
Expires October 12, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7069. 
Published October 22, 29, No-
vember 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626759

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 888 One More 
Inc., 1413 Portola Ave, Apt 1, 
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): 888 One More, 1413 
Portola Ave, Apt 1, Livermore, 
CA 94551. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 9/17/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Olimpia De Alba 
Cardona, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on October 13, 2026. 
Expires October 12, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7070. 
Published October 22, 29, No-
vember 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626463

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Absorve Arte 
Studio; 2. Ozell Hudson Jr., Fine 
Artist, 640 Oriole Avenue, Liver-
more, CA 94551 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
Ozell Hudson Jr., 640 Oriole Av-
enue, Livermore, CA 94551. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on 6/2/2025. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Ozell 
Hudson Jr., Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on October 1, 
2026. Expires September 30, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 7071. Published October 22, 
29, November 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626648

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Kebab House (DBA) 
De Afghanan, 1550 Railroad 
Ave, Livermore, CA 94550 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Kebab House LLC, 
1550 Railroad Ave, Livermore, 

CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Zebi K. 
Imami, Manager. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on October 8, 2026. 
Expires October 7, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 7072. 
Published October 22, 29, No-
vember 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 626252

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Ndidi Rickert, 
1501 Glenn ST, Hayward, CA 
94545 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Ndidi 
Rickert, 1501 Glenn ST, Hay-
ward, CA 94545. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 9/15/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Nididi Rickert, 
Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on September 23, 2026. 
Expires September 22, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
7073. Published October 22, 29, 
November 5, 12, 2026.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies at: 
Dublin Petsmart
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours: 
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer opportu-
nities, and how to donate.
Follow:
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on 

Facebook, and Instagram

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 

sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE 

CLASSIFIED ADS

go to

bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds

or call

(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD 

SALES

FREE SECTION

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California 

law requires that contractors 

taking jobs that total $500 or 

more (labor and/or materials) 

be licensed by the Contractors 

State License Board. State law 

also requires that contractors 

include their license numbers 

on all advertising. Check your 

contractor’s status at www.

cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB 

(2752). Unlicensed persons 

taking jobs less than $500 must 

state in their advertisements 

that they are not licensed by 

the Contractors State License 

Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO / 

DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS 

TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.

Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964, and state law prohibit 

advertisements for housing and 

employment that contain any 

preference, limitation or dis-

crimination based on protected 

classes, including race, color, 

religion, sex, handicap, familial 

status or national origin. IVPC 

does not knowingly accept any 

advertisements that are in vio-

lation of the law. 

925.784.7979

"I'll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy".

LeslieFaught.com
SellingEastBayHomes.com

#01027778

www.MikeFracisco.realtor
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R E A L T O R ®
N I C O L E  S W E E N E Y

925.518.2142

1983 Second Street  |  Livermore, CA  |  94550
CA BRE# 01965816  |  CA BRE# 01268085

Results That Move You

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:
925-243-8010    Kim@independentnews.com

CALL 925-243-8010
or Email: Kim@independentnews.com

To Advertise!

S A M F I T Z - S I M O N
E X C E P T I O N A L R E S U L T S ,

D E L I V E R E D

9 2 5 . 3 2 9 . 8 2 1 9
D R E 0 2 0 6 6 2 1 3



1414    The Independent • OCTOBER 22, 2026	 www.independentnews.com

Experience the poetry 

IN EVERY 
POSSIBILITY.

Experience a more graceful way of life.  
Only at The Whitford.

The-Whitford.com | 925.230.3059

There’s comfort in knowing life continues, even as it 

changes. At The Whitford, today’s elevated lifestyle is 

designed to adapt quietly, preserving the rhythm of daily  

life and offering reassurance that every possibility has  

been carefully considered.

Don’t miss the opportunity to be among the first to 

experience this elevated approach to retirement living. The 

Whitford is taking shape now and will open later this year.

THE WHITFORD
Inspired Senior Living

5751 Arnold Road  |  Dublin, CA 94568  |  The-Whitford.com  |  925.230.3059
SENIOR LIVING    ASSISTED LIVING    MEMORY CARE

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective                          . CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not 
yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership 
category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your  nancial advisor for additional infor-
mation. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate 
risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold 
prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover 
losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net 
of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to 
compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nation-
wide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

> edwardjones.com  |  Member SIPC

EFA-21032-A-E-AD © 2026 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Gabriel E. Wright, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
2300 First Street, Suite 216 
Livermore, CA 94550
925-453-2267

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.
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(925)-371-5671
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New Bookstore Welcomes Women In Wine During TASTE
By Christina Cavallaro

LIVERMORE—One of 
Livermore's newest down-
town businesses, Word on 
the Street Bookstore at 
2044 First Street, hosted a 
literary happy hour on Oct. 

15 as one of many at this 
year's TASTE: Livermore 
Valley Wine Experience, 
happening in the region 
over a four-day period 
from Oct 14-19.

The sold-out "A Taste 
of Stories" event was the 

creative brainchild of Alex 
Henkelman, co-owner and 
co-winemaker at Ome-
ga Road Winery, in part-
nership with bookstore 
owner Linda Maggi and 
the Women's Wine Collec-
tive of Livermore Valley, 

which Henkelman heads. 
A curated selection of 

female-authored books in-
spired food and wine pair-
ings created by local chefs 
Tiana Megofna of the Mego 
Kitchen; Amanda Skog 
of Beyond the Table; Jill 
Victor of On the Vine Ca-
tering; and Kim Gamble of 
Lanna Thai; and female-led 
wineries including Del Val-
le Winery; JMC Cellars; 
Rodrigue Molyneaux; Mc-
Grail Vineyards & Winery 
and Retzlaff Vineyards.

It was 3 p.m. on a Friday, 
and the room was electric with 
wall-to-wall people — and 
books — exuberantly talking, 
laughing and drinking wine.

An excited Henkelman 
shouted above the din of 
the crowd.

"You imagine what it 
could be and then it hap-
pens and it's even better."

But  Jenny O'Leary, 
marketing manager for 
the Livermore Valley Wine 
Community, knew a good 
idea when she heard it. 
"I loved the book idea. 
That's the one," she told 
Henkelman, who present-
ed multiple ideas. The 
TASTE committee agreed 

and liked that the idea also 
incorporated downtown. 

"Friday happy hour 
from here and then you're 
done, you can go to another 
event after this," O'Leary 
said. "The goal is to jump 
around. Make it a weekend. 
Visit Livermore for the 
best time of the year."

That spirit of collabora-
tion and downtown vibran-
cy was further amplified 
by Livermore Valley’s 
recent recognition as Wine 
Enthusiast’s 2026 Wine 
Star Award American Re-
gion of the Year.

Bringing that kind of 
creative community vision 
to life, Maggi, who started 
with a little free library in 
her front yard, then moved 
on to a bookmobile before 
opening her storefront 
in April, said it was fun 
selecting the books to go 
with the flights. 

"I wanted to pick books 
that would go with a flight 
of wine starting with a 
light white or a rosé all 
the way to a deep red. 
The book offerings ranged 
from a classic rom-com 
beach novel into more 
traditional women's fic-

tion each one paired with 
a wine and a bite inspired 
by the story. "

Nancy Rodrigue, owner 
of RM Winery, challenged 
Maggi to find a book to 
pair with her winery's San-
giovese. "She said, 'I need 
a book that starts in Italy.'"

Maggi  accepted the 
challenge. "So I found this 
one ("Still Life" by Sarah 
Winman) for her, and she 
read it and loved it." The 
RM's 2021 Sangiovese was 
enjoyed with a pasta e fagi-
oli made by Tiana Megofna 
of the Mego Kitchen.

"It was so fun," Maggi 
said. "You can do a lot 
with books."

Check out lvwine.org 
for future events.

Linda Maggi, bookstore owner (back row, far left), stands with participating wineries 
and chefs outside Word on the Street in downtown Livermore for "A Taste of Stories," 
a sold-out literary happy hour and part of the annual TASTE events celebrating female 
authors and local culinary and wine pairings on Friday afternoon, Oct. 16. (Photo 
courtesy of TASTE)

Kidz Town Halloween Hay Day Returns 
To Downtown Livermore on October 24
By Jessica Zimmer 

LIVERMORE—On Sat-
urday, Oct. 24, Livermore 
Downtown, Inc. welcomes 
families with children in 5th 
grade and under to Kidz Town 
Halloween Hay Day, a free 
trick-or-treating event be-
tween 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
at participating downtown 
businesses and Carnegie Park 
at Third and J Streets. Chil-
dren can trick-or-treat at local 
downtown businesses and 
enjoy live music, games, a 
costume contest and Hallow-
een-themed kids’ activities.

Kara Klotchman, exec-
utive director of Livermore 
Downtown, Inc., said the 
event draws nearly 4,000 
people. 

"This is a favorite Hallow-
een tradition for Livermore 
residents and has been in place 
for approximately 20 years," 
she said. "About 40 local 
businesses will participate."

The first 1,500 trick-or-
treaters can pick up a free 
official Kidz Town Hallow-
een Hay Day bag during the 
event at Livermorium Plaza 
and Carnegie Park at either 
of Marcel Orthodontics’ two 
booths. 

 “My team and I love com-

ing out and meeting parents 
and kids. We’ve been doing 
this for over 25 years," said 
Dr. Tom Marcel, orthodontist 
and owner of Marcel Ortho-
dontics. "I especially enjoy 
seeing kids that I’m treating 
at this event.” 

Savanna Taing, co-owner 
of Donut Wheel, has passed 
out full-size donuts at Kidz 
Town Halloween Hay Day 
at her business’s booth since 
the 1990s. 

“We pass out mostly sim-
ple, glazed, chocolate, or with 
sprinkles. If we run out, we 
give them a handful of donut 
holes if we have those left,” 
Taing said. 

“Last year we had a Hal-
loween-themed photo booth. 
That was a big hit. We’ll 
probably do that again,” Taing 
said. 

Team Martial Arts, a local 
martial arts studio, has had a 
booth at Kidz Town Hallow-
een Hay Day for 18 years. 

“Each year we have a 
game and candy, and decorate 
with themes like superheroes, 
Ninja Turtles, or Karate Kid/
Cobra Kai," said Amber Tay-
lor, co-owner of Team Martial 
Arts. "Our instructors and teen 
leadership students have fun 
helping with the games and 

handing out candy. We love it 
when our current and former 
students who train with us 
come to visit our booth and 
say hello.”

Heritage Estates, a senior 
community near downtown 
Livermore, invites kids to 
come to its campus later that 
day, between 2 and 4 p.m. 
Organizers hold an old-fash-
ioned, door-to-door trick-or-
treating with residents, hand-
ing out candy to anywhere 
from 50 to 100 kids. 

"It’s a great time. The 
kids run around the hallways 
screaming and laughing,” 
said Elizabeth Sanches, senior 
apartments property manager 
at Heritage Estates.

“A lot of parents have 
questions about the best time 
to bring their kids in for an or-
thodontic evaluation. Seeing 
me face to face allows them 
to ask questions,” Marcel said.  

He reminded parents that 
hard, sticky, or chewy candies 
are best avoided. Each year 
after Halloween, his practice 
hosts a candy buyback, paying 
$1 per pound. 

“Our practice matches 
the amount of the buyback. 
The child can pick one of 
three nonprofits to donate 
to: Tri-Valley Haven, Open 

Heart Kitchen or Livermore 
Education Foundation. This 
is a good way to teach them 
to give back,” Marcel said. 

The costume contest for 
Kidz Town Halloween Hay 
Day has four categories: in-
fant to age 4, ages 5 to 8, ages 
9 to 12, and family/group. 
Costumes should be at least 
70 percent handmade. 

For more information and 
a participating list of business-
es, visit: livermoredowntown.
com/events/kidz-town-hal-
loween-hay-day. 

Prop. 44 to ensure “every dollar 
in the system be freed up for 
patient care.”

“We’ve seen excessive 
CEO pay, lavish events, and 
other non-essential services 
take FQHCs away from their 
mission. These centers should 
be serving the public. FQHCs 
specifically focus on serving 
low-income and uninsured pa-
tients. Why don’t the executive 
officers of these clinics want 
more money to go to patients?” 
said Saldaña. 

Liz Perez-Howe, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Axis Com-
munity Health, said community 
health centers across the state 
are united against Prop. 44.

A long list of physicians, 
nurses and patient advocates 
oppose the measure, including 
the California Medical Asso-
ciation, the California School 
Nurses Organization, the Cal-
ifornia Academy of Family 
Physicians, American Acade-
my of Pediatrics - California, 
Planned Parenthood Affiliates 
of California, and the California 
Hospital Association.

The California Nurses As-
sociation, part of National 
Nurses United, the largest 
union and professional associ-
ation of registered nurses in the 
U.S., has not taken a position 
on Prop. 44. 

Locally, the East Bay Lead-
ership Council (EBLC), an 
employer-led public policy ad-
vocacy organization in Contra 
Costa and Alameda counties, 

opposes Prop. 44. 
Meg Stern, EBLC policy 

director, said the organization 
fears spending requirements 
could limit investment in essen-
tial operations like workforce 
development, technology, and 
training. 

“EBLC is concerned that 
additional constraints could 
make it more difficult for 
community health centers to 
maintain and expand access 
to care…Consequences could 
also extend well beyond com-
munity health centers, pushing 
more patients into already 
strained hospitals and emer-
gency departments,” Stern said. 

Possible Penalties for FHQCs 
If passed, any FQHC spend-

ing more than 10% on non-ad-
ministrative expenses would 
face a California Attorney 
General penalty equal to the 
amount needed to reach the 
90% minimum.

“If Prop. 44 passes, health 
centers across California, in-
cluding ours, will be forced 
to cut services, and some will 
close their doors,” Perez-Howe 
said, adding that Axis Commu-
nity Health has no current plan 
for Tri-Valley service cuts.

Sa ldaña  ca l l ed  Pe -
rez-Howe’s statement inaccu-
rate and misleading.

“It might be worth asking 
the ‘No on Prop 44’ campaign 
to point you to the language in 
the measure that limits the 90 
percent to 'patient services,’ 

said Saldaña. “They will be un-
able to do so. While the phrase 
appears in the measure's find-
ings and statement of intent, it is 
never defined and plays no part 
in the ratio calculation.” 

Perez-Howe countered that 
proponents relied on an ar-
bitrary tax form rather than 
drafting specific protections. 

“Form 990s were never 
intended to provide an ex-
act breakdown of patient and 
mission-directed services,” 
Perez-Howe said. “Clinics vary 
greatly in which services and 
expenses they include in line 
4e. As such, Form 990s are not 
a reliable or responsible metric 
to calculate mission-directed 
spend and Prop. 44’s severe 
financial penalties.”

 Marsha McInnis, president 
of National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI) Tri-Valley, is 
still considering her vote. 

“We have a strong relation-
ship with Axis Community 
Health. Many of the families 
to which our staff offers coun-
seling and programs go to their 
clinics,” McInnis said.

However, McInnis wants 
more transparency on reve-
nue percentages dedicated to 
management versus patient 
services. 

“I can tell you that there 
needs to be an alternate strat-
egy other than relying on the 
federal government for dollars 
to support the most vulnerable 
members of our community,” 
McInnis said. 

PROP 44
(Continued from front page)


