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Ambulance
Service Hit
With Fine

Corrective Action
Plan Approved

By Tony Kukulich

REGIONAL — The coun-
ty’s beleaguered provider of
emergency ambulance ser-
vice, Falck Alameda County,
was recently assessed a finan-
cial penalty when it failed to
meet its contractual service
levels. However, the com-
pany received approval of its
corrective action plan (CAP).

Alameda County Emer-
gency Management Ser-
vices (ALCO EMS) — the
agency in charge of man-
aging countywide ambu-
lance service — assessed a
$215,000 compliance penalty
last month on the service
provider after ambulance
response times fell short of
the standard in September.

ALCO EMS has been
critical of Falck’s operations.
As the company’s perfor-
mance deteriorated through
the summer and fall, ALCO
EMS complained about a
lack of urgency on Falck’s
behalf to improve ambulance
response times. In early Oc-
tober, ALCO EMS Director
Lauri McFadden demanded
that Falck submit a CAP
outlining the steps it would
take to restore service levels.
A first draft of the plan was
rejected by ALCO EMS,
while a revised draft was ac-
cepted Oct. 29.

“Upon review of the
submitted update received
on October 27, 2021, we
have found that Falck has
adequately identified the is-
sues that contributed to the
response time performance
shortfalls in August and Sep-
tember of 2021, provided a
plan to address these issues,
highlighted efforts already
underway, and provided
trackable metrics to monitor
progress as Falck works to
improve their performance,”
wrote McFadden. “Based

(See AMBULANCE, page 8)

Local Climate
Group Weighs
Solar Changes

By David Jen

REGIONAL — A com-
ing update to rooftop solar
incentives may soon affect
California electric custom-
ers whether they have solar
or not.

At its Nov. 17 meeting,
the Tri-Valley chapter of the
Citizens’ Climate Lobby
considered the impacts of
reducing financial credits —
by up to 80% — to rooftop
solar owners. While lower-
ing the credits would reduce
the drive for rooftop solar
expansion, continuing incen-
tives at their current levels
would increasingly burden
non-solar customers through
rising distribution costs.

The meeting focused on
a decision the California
Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC) will make on Dec.
9 about how much the next
iteration of the Net Energy
Metering (NEM) program
will compensate rooftop
solar owners for the power
they export to the grid.

“NEM is basically the
policy that allows people
who have solar to share their
excess energy back into the
grid and spin their meter
backwards,” SunPower Cor-
poration Senior Manager
Patrick Sterns explained at
the meeting. “You’re export-
ing energy out onto the grid,
and you get a financial credit
for that.”

SunPower installs home

(See SOLAR, page 8)

PET OF THE WEEK

WHITE LILY

Whoa! Warmhearted White Lily wants your
attention! Well-balanced, this year-old mama
- weaned her babies and welcomes your

4 worthwhile affection. Her world-class meows
i will wholly win you over. Walk this way to
meet this warm, wonderful gal. Learn more
i about White Lily and other dogs and cats at
%4 valleyhumane.org. Email info@valleyhumane.
i org to start the adoption application process.
(Photo - Valley Humane Society)
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Mony Nop (at left) and his family donned their finest Thanksgiving costumes to
deliver frozen turkeys during the Mony Nop Turkey Drop on Sunday, Nov. 21 in front
of Livermore’s City Hall and police station. The donated birds will go to the Tri-Valley
Haven Food Bank. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo

- Doug Jorgensen)

Nonprofit Requests Funding from Council

By Ruth Roberts

DUBLIN — The city
council recently received
a presentation from Three
Valleys Community Foun-
dation (3VCF) in which
the organization requested
$50,000 in funding to assist
the non-profit in serving
other charitable groups in
the Tri-Valley area.

3VCF isanew geograph-
ically based organization
dedicated to enhancing
the quality of life in the
Tri-Valley and surround-
ing East Bay communities.
The name, Three Valleys,
is a nod to the Amador,
Livermore, and San Ramon
valleys, an area that encom-
passes the communities of
Alamo, Danville, Dublin,

Livermore, Pleasanton, San
Ramon and Sunol. 3VCF’s
role serves the community
as a liaison between existing

secretary. “And that’s the
fundamental basic reason
why we want to be able to
have local donors, support

“I am very supportive and excited that
this is being brought forward.”

local donors and nonprofits,
helping to secure dollars and
new donations as a way to
keep charitable dollars local
and groups thriving.

In the Tri-Valley, there
are 360 registered nonprof-
its,40 in Dublin alone.

“All of those nonprofits
are looking for donors,”
said Susan Houghton,
3VCF interim treasurer and

local needs and local non-
profits.”

According to Houghton,
there is $42 billion in gross
domestic product in the Tri-
Valley area, but less than
0.5% comes back to local
nonprofits. Larger, big-
name charities, while as-
sisting communities, aren’t
always able to give as much

(See NONPROFIT, page 8)

City Approves Mental Health

By Ruth Roberts

PLEASANTON — The
city council has given the
go-ahead to a pilot program
designed to assist those suf-
fering from mental health
crises, while managing the
level of police involvement.

Starting next year, the in-
novative program will send
a licensed mental health
professional in an unmarked
police car to certain non-
emergency dispatched calls
instead of a uniformed Pleas-
anton police officer.

The program aims to
allow clinicians to respond
to mental health crises —
known as 5150 calls—asa
way to relieve officer work-
loads, while offering a less
threatening presence to those
in crisis. Clinicians could
also respond to calls involv-
ing homeless individuals,
those living with mental
illness, substance abuse is-
sues and other situations
that might benefit from non-
emergency intervention. An

additional juvenile specialist
will primarily respond to
Pleasanton Unified School
District sites and within the
community as needed for
residents under 18.

“I’m really excited about
what this program can mean
to the community,” said
Pleasanton Police Chief
David Swing. “The goal is to
reduce the number of overall
health detentions known
as 5150s and to decrease
the response of uniformed
law enforcement personnel
through a coordinated re-
sponse to homelessness and
mental health issues.”

According to the police
department, nearly 350 calls
from individuals who are
potentially a danger to them-
selves or others are made
each year; local patrol offi-
cers have less time to invest
in other community needs
when responding to these ur-
gent, yet non-safety related
calls. The department further
reported that officers do not
have the expertise or im-

Pilot Program

mediate access to resources
to intervene appropriately
in some of these situations,
nor the time to dedicate to an
in-depth assessment.

“This is a program that
has been discussed for many
years,” said Vice Mayor Ju-
lie Testa. “ I’m very grateful.
I’m very excited ... While |
think this program is an out-
standing beginning, | hope
this extends to the entire
Tri-Valley.”

According to the staff re-
port, a review of three years
of data from state records
show that most 5150 cases
occur between the hours of
9 am. to 11 p.m., Monday
through Friday. With this
new intervention program,
calls for help would be as-
signed through police dis-
patch detailing the level of
response necessary and,
when appropriate, trans-
ferred directly to a clinician.

Comparable adult and
juvenile programs have been
initiated and met with suc-

(See PILOT, page 8)

For Airport Hangars

Commission
Reconsiders Its
Wait List Policy

By Aly Brown

LIVERMORE — Following
complaints of inequitable
practices and a lawsuit, the
Livermore Airport Commis-
sion last week considered a
new policy for its large box
hangar waitlist.

During the Nov. 15
meeting, the Commission
reviewed consulting firm
Aeroplex Group Partners’
draft waiting list policy and
procedures for the Livermore
Municipal Airport (LVK).
The commissioners and the
public were able to ask ques-
tions and submit comments,
but no substantive revisions
to the draft were suggested
to staff. A final version is
expected to return to the
Commission for approval in
December or early next year.

While the airport boasts
nearly 400 aircraft hangars,
historically, the waitlist issue
has centered around its large
box hangars, which often
feature business offices and
bathroom facilities. In an
interview with The Indepen-
dent, Sean Moran, LVK air-
port manager, explained that
almost all of the hangars are
t-hangars, which are made to

accommodate smaller, hobby
aircraft. The wait time for
those is about six months,
Moran said. However, he
noted that since there are only
18 large box hangars, the wait
for hopeful lessees has been
about 10 years.

“Currently, right now,
the waitlist policy and how
the waitlist is processed are
through what we consider a
prioritization point system
... The issue we’ve had in
the past is there’s a lot of
subjectivity in the scoring of
these points,” Moran said.
“It’s not standard with other
airports within the industry.
None of the other compa-
rable airports our consultant
studied based their waitlist
on a point system — they are
strictly chronological.”

Under the new proposed
chronological prioritization
system, Moran said those
on the waitlist would rank in
order based on the date and
time the application was sub-
mitted, which was one of the
recommendations brought
forward by Aeroplex in its
report.

“A chronological system

(See AIRPORT, page 6)

Agencies Test Carbon
Farming on the Altamont

By Tony Kukulich

LIVERMORE — As state
and local agencies look
for ways to combat global
warming, a local experiment
is underway to test the ef-
fectiveness of using compost
to remove carbon from the
atmosphere while improving
the quality and productivity
of soil.

StopWaste, a public agen-
cy governed by the Alameda
County Waste Management
Authority, the Alameda
County Source Reduction
and Recycling Board, and
the Energy Council, is man-
aging the program, com-
monly referred to as carbon
farming.

City of Livermore Coun-
cilmember Bob Carling re-
ported in a recent council
meeting that he had received
an overview on the process.

“StopWaste has been
looking at this carbon farm-
ing concept where you take
compost, you throw it on
to a field, and it helps to fix
carbon in the soil to create
a healthier soil than what
you had,” Carling said in
an interview with The In-
dependent. “It doesn’t solve
the climate change issue,
certainly not. But, it’s some-
thing interesting we can do.”

According to the Car-
bon Cycle Institute, land
management is the second
largest contributor to carbon
dioxide emissions on the
planet. Common agricultural
practices — such as driving
tractors tilling soil, overgraz-
ing, and using fossil fuel-
based fertilizers, pesticides
and herbicides — result in
significant carbon dioxide
release.

“Carbon farming is the
concept and the practice of
putting carbon back in the
soil because so much carbon
that we have in the air was
originally in the earth, in
the soil,” explained Kelly
Schoonmaker, StopWaste
program manager. “We’re
in the situation right now
where we’ve got a lot of
greenhouse gas emissions.
We certainly need to get
those under control and re-
duce them. We also already
have a lot of carbon in the
atmosphere. What carbon
farming does, and specifi-
cally the practice that we’re
looking at, is a one-time
compost application. There
are many other applications
that help the soil sequester
carbon, but this one-time
application can help the soil

(See CARBON, page 8)

Council Considers a Wine
Country Infrastructure Ballot

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — The
Livermore City Council
on Monday discussed two
items that supporters say
could assist the Livermore
Valley’s burgeoning wine
industry — establishment of
an assessment district to raise
money to market the region’s
products and a proposal to ex-
tend sewer lines into southern
agricultural areas.

In its early stages, the
sewer line expansion into
the South Livermore Valley
will require an initiative for
Livermore voters to approve
on the November 2022 ballot.
On Tuesday, the city council,
with a 4-0 vote (absent Coun-
cilmember Gina Bonnano),
directed the city’s staff to
begin drafting language for

the ballot measure “to protect
water quality and agriculture
in the South Livermore Val-
ley.”

In a previous interview
with The Independent, for-
mer Tri-Valley Conservancy
(TVC) Executive Director
Laura Mercier explained that
the current wineries utilize
septic systems, but to encour-
age wineries to grow or come
into the area, that form of
sewage management is not
an option.

“Right now, residential
development that’s out in
the county can use septic
systems,” she said. “New
wineries wouldn’t be allowed
to use septic systems, because
the waste from a winery is
more intense — it’s more

(See BALLOT, page 6)
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These shoppers came in their pajamas and brought their holiday spirit during the Earlier
Than The Bird shopping event in downtown Livermore. Merchants opened their stores
early Saturday, Nov. 20, for the annual tradition hosted by Livermore Downtown, Inc.

[See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)
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Livermore Council Approves 140-Unit Affordable Housing Project for Seniors, Veterans

By Larry Altman

The planning commis-
sion last week unanimously
approved initial plans for a
140-unit affordable housing
rental complex for seniors
and veterans at the Civic
Center.

The Pacific Avenue Af-
fordable Housing Project,
as it is called, is proposed
for 3.6 acres of vacant city-
owned land on the south
side of Pacific Avenue at
the end of the cul-de-sac
between Sunken Gardens
Skate Park, Tri-Valley Ha-
ven and a solar panel field
— nearby city hall, the li-
brary and the police station.

Satellite Affordable
Housing Associates and
Interfaith Housing plan to
develop and run the units,
located near Vineyard Vil-
lage, another of their prop-
erties for seniors.

“It’s a four-story build-
ing that does not feel like
a four-story building,” said
Commissioner Evan Bran-
ning. “I think it will be a
great place to live and age
in. Every resident is going
to be happy to be there, and
it’s serving an absolute need
this city has.”

According to the pro-
posal, which eventually
must be approved by the
city council, the project
will include preferences for
Livermore residents over
age 62, as well as veterans
and seniors experiencing
homelessness.

The 100% affordable
senior project is designed
for households earning
60% of the area median
income, which in 2021 was
less than $60,000 for one
person. Apartments will
range from 575-square-

feet for a one-bedroom
and 750-square-feet for a
two-bedroom unit.

The plan will be built in
two phases — a southern
building with 79 units, fol-
lowed by a northern build-
ing with 61 units. A large
parking lot will be built to
the south, adjacent to the
side of Sunken Gardens
park, along with dozens
of trees. Although some
areas of the building will
be four stories, other parts
will include one-, two- and
three-story heights.

City Planner Andy Ross
told the five-member plan-
ning commission that the
project meets goals set for
housing in the city’s Gen-
eral Plan.

James Conlon, project
manager for Satellite Af-
fordable Housing Associ-
ates, said the plan was in

the works since 2018 and its
initial approval would allow
the company to seek fund-
ing “to make it a reality.”

Calling the project “re-
ally cool,” Branning said he
liked the proposed design
of contemporary agrarian
architecture with colors
including forest green.

“I’'m definitely in sup-
port of this project,” Bran-
ning said. “I think it's won-
derful.”

During a discussion,
planning commissioners
suggested building trails
to allow residents to easily
walk to the library; they
suggested the planting of
evergreen trees along with
the deciduous trees pro-
posed in the project ap-
plication.

The project was origi-
nally included as part of the
33 acres that belonged to

Red Cross Hiring
Phlebotomists

The American Red Cross will
be hiring phlebotomists for
the San Francisco Bay Area
on Thursday, Dec. 2, at the
Pleasanton Red Cross Blood,
Platelet and Plasma Donation
Center, 5880 W. Las Positas
Blvd. from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Phlebotomists draw blood
for testing and collect blood
from donors for use in
transfusions. Reservations
are not required for the walk-
in event. Applicants should
bring resumes and must wear
a facemask.

The Red Cross will provide
paid training.

Pleasanton Seeks Input on Housing Sites

Pleasanton will hold an
online community meeting
to review and solicit input
on potential sites for rezon-
ing and inclusion in the
city’s inventory of land to
meet future housing needs
on Wednesday, Dec. 1.

The Zoom-based meeting
will run from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

State law requires that
cities and counties plan
to meet projected housing
needs in the community.

Every eight years, local
governments must update
what is known as the hous-
ing element of their general
plans and have it certified by
the California Department

of Housing and Community
Development. Pleasanton,
like all jurisdictions in the
Bay Area, must update its
housing element by Jan.
31, 2023.

Pleasanton’s updated
plan must include an inven-
tory of sites with zoning
to accommodate the city’s
Regional Housing Need Al-
location (RHNA) of 5,965
new housing units. Based on
the city’s review of existing
sites and capacity, there is a
need for additional rezon-
ing of locations to allow
residential use, including
sites suitable for both lower-
income and market-rate

housing.

The city has developed a
preliminary list of potential
sites for inclusion in the new
inventory, with a summary
and analysis of each site
available for public review
at www.PleasantonHous-
ingElement.com.

The meeting link is also
available on the website.

The Planning Commis-
sion and City Council will
also discuss the inventory
of future housing sites at
public meetings later next
month and in January 2022.
The city is expected to adopt
a final inventory in January
2023.

Planning Commission Fine Tunes Vision Statement for 2045

By Larry Altman

Taking a turn to forge a
vision statement for what
Livermore should aspire to
be in 2045, the city's plan-
ning commission on Nov.
16 dissected a proposed
100-word paragraph for
nearly two hours, suggest-
ing the addition of phrases
including "jobs," "honor,"
"biological diversity" and
"breweries."

The commission's editing
procedure followed com-
munity outreach, staff and
consultant work, and discus-
sions among a 19-member
appointed committee to cre-
ate a proposed vision state-
ment and guiding principles
that will inspire the city's
general plan rewrite for how
the community will grow
and develop through 2045.
The current general plan
written in 2004 expires in
2025, and state law requires
anew one.

“*Resiliency” would be
a great word to have in
here somewhere," Planning
Commission Chair Jacob
Anderson said during a
discussion that focused on
spicing up some proposed
verbiage and shifted an
emphasis from cliched buzz-
words toward realism.

The process to write a
new general plan began in
March when the city council
hired the consultant firm,
PlaceWorks, and appoint-
ed residents to a General
Plan Advisory Committee
(GPAC) to start discussions
and conduct community
outreach. Consultants vis-
ited parks, libraries, farmers
markets and other locations
to survey residents, asking
for their opinions on what
they liked about Livermore
and what they would like to
see in its future.

Joanna Jansen, principal
in charge of PlaceWorks
Bay Area office — which
works on general plans for
numerous California cities
—said Livermore residents
pointed to plenty of posi-
tives about the city, offering
up terms like "small town,"

"family-friendly," "safe,"
"downtown," "restaurants,"
“schools,” “parks” and

“open space.” Residents
also identified negatives,
such as traffic congestion,
lack of affordable and di-
verse housing options, lim-
ited public transit, parking
and homelessness.

Jansen described the vi-
sion statement as if "some-
one dropped you down into
Livermore in 2045 and you
were looking around. What
would be the best vision
of Livermore you would
like to see?" She described
guiding principles as values
for “how we make decisions
— how we work together
to manifest that physical
embodiment."

Asked about their vi-

sion for the city in 2045,
residents cited keeping a
small-town feel with a vi-
brant downtown, a safe and
healthy community, a strong
economy, a variety of hous-
ing options, and open space,
Jansen said.

The input resulted in a
proposed vision statement
that read:

"In 2045, Livermore is
a safe and welcoming com-
munity, with a big heart,
where diverse people share
a connection to the city and
each other. Residents and
visitors enjoy a vibrant,
active, clean downtown.
Walking, biking and transit
are pleasant and conve-
nient. Livermore maintains
a healthy local economy and
families of all income levels
find diverse housing choices
close to well-maintained
parks, shopping and excep-
tional schools. The commu-
nity values its agricultural
heritage and natural open
spaces surrounding the city.
Residents remember Liver-
more’s small-town roots
as they plan for the future,
fostering a close-knit place
where civic life and oppor-
tunity prosper.”

Crediting the GPAC, Jan-
sen and city staff for their
work, the five-member plan-
ning commission's job was
then to critique the language

of the proposed vision state-
ment, offer suggestions for
improvements, ask staff
to redo it, and send a new
version to the city council
for another discussion in
December.

Anderson went through
the paragraphs line by line,
saying the statement should
reflect a vibrant city, not just
the downtown, and focus on
maintaining a healthy econ-
omy that attracts families of
all income levels to diverse
housing and jobs, excellent
shopping, clean parks and
top schools.

The proposed statement,
he said, seemed passive. So,
Anderson prepared his own
140-word version that he’d
prepared in advance as a
suggestion and read it aloud:

“In 2045, Livermore
will continue to be a won-
derful place like no other
with a safe and welcoming
community for all, where
diverse people share a con-
nection to the city and each
other. Residents and visi-
tors enjoy vibrant active
clean commercial spaces, a
place where walking, bik-
ing and transit are pleasant
and convenient. Livermore
will maintain a healthy lo-
cal economy, resilient to a
changing world. Individuals
and families of all income
levels find diverse housing
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choices, close to well-main-
tained arts, shopping, jobs
and exceptional schools.
The community values and
works to preserve its agri-
cultural heritage and natural
open spaces surrounding the
city. Livermore also carries
on its commitment to sci-
ence technology and wide
genres of the arts. Residents
honor Livermore's small-
town, big-hearted roots as
they plan for the future,
fostering a close-knit com-
munity where civic life and
opportunity prosper.”

Anderson’s colleagues
appeared to like it and of-
fered some more sugges-
tions, such as Commissioner
John Stein’s emphasis on
including phrases about
biodiversity and climate
change. Asked to sum up
what the panel wanted in
a revised statement, Se-
nior Planner Andy Ross
and Jansen quickly spelled
it out: More aspiration with
phrases like resiliency, eco-
nomic sustainability, cultural
amenities and even the word
breweries to reflect more
than the city’s wine industry.

The panel unanimously
approved its critique and
sent Ross and Jansen to
rewrite a new version. That
version will go next to the
city council.
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the Livermore Stockmen's
Rodeo Association. The
city purchased the prop-
erty in 1962 to build a civic
center campus, parks and
other recreation facilities.
As part of the purchase, the
city planned to dedicate a
park to house a permanent
memorial for residents of
Murray and Pleasanton
Townships who served in
the U.S. armed forces. Al-
though the city built the
civic center, the park never
materialized.

In 2018, the city council
amended the agreement to
use the land for affordable

Looking for a single story
3 Bed 2 Bath ~1400-1800 Sq Ft.
Grandpa and Grandma sold
ouse to be near the
Grandkids in Livermore. All cash!

their

housing for seniors and
veterans and provided land
in the downtown core for
Stockmen’s Park. Stock-
men’s Park houses the me-
morial.

Planning Commision
Chair Jacob Anderson cred-
ited Interfaith Housing’s
Laning Thompson for her
advocacy for the project.

“Laning, you have prob-
ably housed thousands of
people,” Anderson said.
“l just want to say ‘thank
you’ from the bottom of
my heart for doing this for
all those people and for our
community.”

Linda Diaz Futral

Broker/Realtor

_ 925.980.356
linda@lindafutral.com

www.lindafutral.com
License #01257605

Linda Fiutral

* HUNDREDS OF
BIKES IN STOCK

* MOUNTAIN BIKES,
ROAD BIKES,
E-BIKES, CRUISER
BIKES, KIDS BIKES

*NO APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY FOR

BIKE SERVICE
We Service All Brands
Skilled Service Technicians

1601-B Railroad Ave, Livermore

MY BUDDY’S BIKE SHOP IN
DOWNTOWN LIVERMORE

!

i

SGIANT

V7 :
ANTA
CrRUZ

Hours: Tues-Sat 10am-6pm

925.583.5454

mybuddysbikeshop.com

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY %
NOVEMBER 26- 28 - 10 AM TO 5 PM

MIX AND MATCH
{6 BOTTLE MINIMUM)

$15 per bottle RETAIL
$12 per bottle CLUB

UPTO

15% OFF
PER BOTTLE:

MYSTERY CASES
MIX OF GAB SAUY,

MERLOT & PETITE SIRAH
$120 RETAIL / $96 CLUB

One stop holiday shopping! Come load up on wines
that usually retail between $30 - $60 per bottle!

THE FINE PRINT:

- Minimum 6 bottle purchase, PICKUP ONLY
-Total time in the garage limited to 15 min
-No sampling/ tasting in the garage by

county ordinance
-One group {two people MAX)
per table station at a time

-Masks must be worn inside the garage
-Not an internet sale; wines must be picked
up at time of sale, and cannot be delivered

DARCIE KENT ESTATE WINERY » 7000 TESLA ROAD, LIVERMORE, CA 94550

[

EACH GUEST WILL RECEIVE A
SCRATCHER For

15% TO 40% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE!

3 DAYS ONLY"

Fri., November 26th, 11am — Tpm
Sat., November 27th, 11am - 6pm
Sun., November 28th, 11am - S5pm

14
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2029 First St, Livermore
(925) 447-1540

Siunce 1557 WESTERN OUTFITTERS
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Livermore Commission Approves Requests from Hindu Center

By Larry Altman

Livermore’s iconic Shi-
va Vishnu Temple — also
known as the Hindu Com-
munity and Cultural Center
(HCCC) — received ap-
proval last week (Nov. 16)
to increase its operating
hours and to allow music
outdoors.

In a decision weighing a
religious institution’s ability
to practice its rituals and
customs while not bothering
its neighbors, the Liver-
more Planning Commis-
sion unanimously agreed
to update the temple’s con-
ditional use permit that had
limited late night activities
and prohibited devotees
from playing music while
honoring their Gods.

“What we see is the need
for a balance between free-
dom of religion and the
idea that a man’s home is
his castle,” said Planning
Commissioner John Stein.
“The fact that we’ve had
no official complaints for
10 years ... speaks strongly
about the fact they are a
good neighbor.”

Temple officials, who
provide a worship facil-
ity for Bay Area Hindus
at 1232 Arrowhead Dr.,
requested changes to a con-
ditional use permit issued
during a building expansion
in 2010 that places condi-
tions on their hours and how
much noise they can make.
The property established in
1977 grew along with the
surrounding neighborhood.

The request was simple:
Open their doors at 6 a.m.,

instead of 7 a.m., and close
at 10 p.m., instead of 9
p.m.; Increase the number
of annual special events that
continue to midnight from
6 to 9; allow for limited
outdoor amplified music for
special religious services
and processions; and reopen
22 parking stalls eliminated
because of its proximity to
neighboring homes. Temple
officials said they hoped to
use the parking spots closer
to their building for seniors,
disabled people and their
priests, who don’t wear
shoes.

The 11-year-old permit
placed other restrictions
on the temple, including
requiring officials to no-
tify neighbors about events,
eliminate amplified music
and install landscaping and
fencing between the parking
area and their neighbors'
houses.

Sreeni Malireddy, a rep-
resentative of HCCC, told
the panel the institution had
met the requirements, but
had been forced to compro-
mise some of its religious
practices, including rushing
through services that had to
end by 8 p.m. or not hold-
ing them at all in the early
morning.

Most services, Mali-
reddy said, are held indoors,
but some festivals include
processions with devotees
praising Gods by carrying
the deities around their
building.

Malireddy said they
wanted to use an iPhone,
not a loudspeaker system, to

add music and would adhere
to 60 decibels, which is
about the sound of a normal
conversation.

Twenty people voiced
support for the changes dur-
ing the meeting.

Some neighbors, how-
ever, wrote letters in op-
position.

Ricci and Michelle Rag-
nesi, who live next to the
temple, complained that
“non-Hindu residents that
live in homes surrounding
the temple are being dis-
criminated against for not
being Hindu or wishing to
worship their religion.” The
Ragnesis said the temple
creates traffic, noise and
parking problems in their
neighborhood.

Tom and Luanda Sher-
man wrote that the expan-
sion of hours was “unrea-
sonable and unsuitable for
our and/or any neighbor-
hood.”

Malireddy countered
that his temple’s devotees
had adhered to the rules and
engaged in activities that
benefited the community,
including inviting neigh-
bors annually for lunch, and
holding blood drives, health
fairs and yoga classes. Any
outdoor music the commis-
sion might allow, he said,
would last a maximum of
20 to 30 minutes.

“We have gone out of
our way to police ourselves
and be the best possible
neighbor,” Malireddy said.

City staff agreed, saying
they had not received com-
plaints in years. Commis-

sioners questioned whether
other religious institutions
in the city had restrictions
placed on their activities.
Project Planner Jenni-
fer Ackerman cited three
Christian churches with
conditional use permits, but
said none placed restrictions
on hours, noise and traffic.
One church, Ackerman said,
had a permit that addressed
parking; another had restric-
tions on landscaping; and
one institution required
permits for processions
when police officers and
firefighters were needed.
Although the city’s plan-
ning department recom-
mended the planning com-
mission allow everything
but the parking changes, the
commissioners approved all
the temple’s requests with
the condition that outdoor
amplified music will be
limited during each event
to a maximum of one hour
at low decibels. The com-
missioners also approved
reopening some of the 22
parking spaces following a
review by the city’s trans-
portation and landscaping
department
Malireddy said temple
officials will continue to
find ways to coexist with
some of their neighbors.
“We will continue to be
a good neighbor,” he said.
“We will definitely reach
out to them.”

Charity League Launches
Membership Drive

The Pleasanton chapter of the National Charity League is conducting
its annual membership drive.

The chapter is open to women who live in Pleasanton and have
daughters in the sixth, seventh or eighth grades.

The goal of the National Charity League is to strengthen the bond
between mothers and daughters while building leadership skills
and encouraging community service. The Pleasanton chapter, with
about 300 members, provided more than 5,000 hours of community
service to 33 Tri-Valley organizations in the 2020-2021 program year,
including Hively, Meals on Wheels, Open Heart Kitchen, the Pleasanton
Unified School District and the Pleasanton Senior Center, according
to chapter president Alison Huff.

Applications for membership are accepted only during the annual
membership drive from October through January. For more
information, go to https://bit.ly/3CCqqz0.
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Student Honored for Food Access GIS Program

Sudharsan Gopalakrish-
nan, a junior at the Quarry
Lane school in Dublin, has
received a National Scholar
Award for outstanding lead-
ership from the National
4-H Geospatial Leader-
ship Team for his efforts
to connect the community
with local produce using
geographical information
system (GIS) technology.

Gopalakrishnan, a mem-
ber of the National 4-H
GIS/GPS Team, has been

working with government
officials and Tri-Valley
food banks this summer to
identify areas in the region
where access to healthy
food is limited, part of a
national 4-H GIS/GPS tech-
nology initiative known as
“Where’s the Food?”
Gopalakrishnan is also
a Teen Project Leader and
Science, Technology, Edu-
cation and Mathematics
(STEM) Educator for the
California 4- H program.

Sudharsan
Gopalakrishnan

Avance is Now Leasing!
New Affordable Studio & 1 Bedroom Apartments
Opening Spring 2022 in Livermore, CA

44 new apartments benefitting people with developmental disabilities

Apply today at: www.midpen-housing.orqg/Avance

COMPLETED PRE-APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED ONLINE OR AT LEASING
OFFICE: 4763 Bennett Dr. Livermore CA, 94561~ Starting 11/29/21 Ending 12/20/21.

PRE-APPLICATIONS (ONLINE, BY MAIL OR IN PERSON) MUST BE RECEIVED BY

Applicants selected by lottery, Income Restrictions and Preferences apply.
Phone: (925) 476- 2295 Web: www.midpen-housing.org/avance

6PM ON 12/20/21.
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mental health.

Bringing along a seasoned clinician on these emotionally charged
calls, adds a quieter, less intimidating presence to an already sensi-
tive situation. In addition, it frees up an encumbered police force

\ to respond to other needs and emergencies in the community.

Given the nation’s current focus on law enforcement policy and
procedure, the council hit a home run with their continued com-
mitment toward de-escalating encounters between the public and
the police. This model has been gaining popularity as more and
more cities begin to rely less on the police for matters that aren’t

criminal in nature.

Kudos also to Police Chief David Swing for taking the lead and
endorsing this much-needed program. His recent comments at the
city council meeting were encouraging and uplifting.

As communities throughout the state and country continue to
embrace this form of mental health support, the public will benefit
from a police force better able to respond to their law enforcement
needs, and those in crisis will receive the care and attention they

deserve.

/EDITORI AL Pleasanton Health Clinician Pilot Program Shows Great Promise

The recent decision by the Pleasanton City Council to test-drive
a new program where licensed social workers ride along on mental
health calls with the police is a positive, sensitive move.

The purpose of the pilot program is to lend a more human hand
to those in crises, by partnering mental health professionals with
the Pleasanton Police Department to assist on some of their 5150,
non-life threatening calls. According to the police department,
dispatch receives nearly 350 calls from individuals each year who
are potentially a danger to themselves or others because of their

~
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MAILBOX

Mailbox Guidelines:
Opinions voiced in letters pub-
lished in Mailbox are those of
the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of
The Independent. Anonymous
letters will not be published. All
letters are required to have the
name(s) of the person(s) submit-
ting them, city of residence and
phone number, for verification
purposes. Abusive letters may
be rejected or edited. Letters are
subject to verification and may
be edited for clarity at the dis-
cretion of the editor. We reserve
the right to decide whether or
not the letter will be published.
Headings for all letters may be
edited at the discretion of the
editor to properly reflect their
content. A headline will be
added to letters received with-
out one. Frequent letter writers
may have publication of their
letters delayed. Letters must be
submitted by someone living
in or from the Tri-Valley; they
must not offer medical advice
from unconfirmed professional
sources or contain libelous or
inappropriate content. Letters
should be limited to 400 words
or less and should be sent by
email to letters@independent-
news.com or submitted using
the form below. To be consid-
ered, letters must be received by
10 a.m. on the Tuesday before
publication.

Las Positas — Building
Systemic Racism Revisited
Richard K. Ernst, Livermore

I was saddened to read
the Nov. 11, Mailbox criti-
cism of Jesse Watson’s recent
article, “Las Positas College
Paving the Way to Equity
for Students.” Why would
one choose to belittle and
politicize programs, the intent
of which is to support, encour-
age and enhance educational
opportunity for historically
under-represented African
Americans and other groups
of color? The comment that
no similar programs have
been established for “blue-
eyed blonde citizens” or “peo-
ple of Portuguese ancestry”
feels both disrespectful and
unaware of the realities of our
nation’s history.

For all too long the “melt-
ing pot” idea has encouraged
a ‘one-size-fits-all' mentality,
favoring the dominant culture.
Honoring our diversity, on
the other hand, encourages
recognizing and respecting
the ways in which we are all
different. It has nothing to do
with the “Balkanization” of
our population.

The Umoja Learning
Community Program (a Swa-
hili word for “unity”), cur-
rently provides support for
African American and other
students of color in 70 of the
116 community colleges in
California. It is unequivocally
not ‘systemic racist indoc-
trination.” It is a lifeline for
tens of thousands of mainly
young Americans striving for
educational excellence.

Kudos to Las Positas Col-
lege for being sensitive to, and
in support of, the educational
aspirations of all.

Checks, Lies and
Campaign Forms
Deborah McQueen, Livermore

Many people have ex-
pressed their concern over
the lamentable Legacy build-
ing sitting in tattered tarps
in downtown Livermore.
Citizens are rightly distressed
over the condition and impos-
ing height of the buildings.
The City Council’s published

priority list, crafted from
public input collected by
PlaceWorks in 2017, stated
their top three priorities were
parking, community character
and open space. These priori-
ties were quickly and severely
compromised, if not entirely
diminished, by the Council
and then Mayor Marchand,
who swiftly moved ahead
with the Legacy building.

Meeting minutes from
the City Council meeting
on Feb. 13, 2017 state that
“David Eichler, Legacy Part-
ners, spoke in opposition to
establishing an interim height
limit reduction for residential
projects within the Downtown
Specific Plan area and said
that prior uses of the Groth
site made it problematic.” As
a result, the pending vote to
limit height restrictions was
abandoned. The approval pro-
cess for Legacy was rushed
through in 14 weeks (March
6 — June 11, 2018) without
adequate public input and
transparency.

OnJune 11, 2018, the City
Council approved a Develop-
ment Agreement with Legacy
Partners for a 222-apartment
complex. Three months lat-
er, on September 19, 2018,
Marchand received a do-
nation from David Eichler
for $467.00 as stated on his
campaign form. Marchand
lists Eichler as a “Real Estate
Agent, Legacy” who lives in
“Livermore.” However, there
isn’t a registered real estate
agent named David Eichler
in California. Eichler lives in
Piedmont, not Livermore, and
Legacy Real Estate (similar
name) on Second Street, is
not affiliated with Legacy
Partners Inc.

These facts bring up con-
troversial issues of ethics for
Mr. Marchand. Was March-
and trying to obfuscate the
source of the donation, which
seems a lot like a payoff, so
that no one would look more
closely at his relationship with
Legacy Partners?

Marchand claimed on Jan.
12,2021, “I have not accepted
so much as a cup of coffee
from any developer.” March-
and is required by law to fill
out his campaign form under
penalty of perjury. “l have
used all reasonable diligence
in preparing and reviewing
this statement and to the best
of my knowledge the informa-
tion contained herein and in
the attached schedules is true
and complete. | certify under
penalty of perjury under the
laws of the State of California
that the foregoing is true and
correct.”

Unfortunately, lying on
campaign forms isn’t pros-
ecuted by California authori-
ties, but it’s still immoral
behavior.

Focus on Climate Change,
High Density Housing

Not Helping

Dawn Plants, Dublin

The Dublin Patch recently
quoted: “... the State deter-
mined that the Bay Area need-
ed to plan for another 441,000
new housing units, including
affordable housing, to address
the housing crisis. The State
does not require local govern-
ments to ensure that the units
get built ...”

Then why is so much time
and money wasted on this
intrusive manipulation, with
ABAG’s outdated formulas
to force suburban cities to
comply? Packing Dublin with
high density housing creates
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increased pollution, over-
crowded schools, traffic and
crime. The taxpayer is stuck
with each new school bond
expense from poor long-range
planning.

The climate change crisis
requires us to mitigate our
carbon footprint as soon as
possible. The answer is not
cramming dense housing into
small areas, which only in-
creases the problem! Anyone
who lives in the Tri-Valley
sees the traffic gridlock on
1-580 daily. Dublin leads
the pack, with the majority
of high-density Boxes with
Windows either built, or in
the pipeline.

Where are the solar panels
on new construction? No
effort is made by builders to
reduce carbon emissions in
Dublin. Instead, they push
more multi-story Boxes, un-
til no green hills are left, as
they partner with city staff to
steamroll the naive planning
commission and oblivious
city council. City staff fluffs
their pension nests at our
expense.

Dublin activists have
shown clear opposition
against the constant granting
of zoning amendments to get
these bad projects denied. Yet,
there’s adeveloper’s puppet in
the mix, who uses hidden tac-
tics to sweep the community’s
opposition efforts under the
rug. They appear concerned
and knowledgeable, as they
deliberately betray the com-
munity to advance their own
agendas, and finance political
campaigns with builder funds.

REMEMBER, we have a
Dublin city election in 2022.
We can clearly show what we
expect by our votes. Enough
double talk, as Dublin staff
planners continue to push
staggering projects, such
as the “Downtown Dublin”
travesty that crams 1,500
housing units into the Dublin
Place shopping center? Two
six-story Boxes containing
1,500 units? Wasting mil-
lions “fixing the street grid”
(since shopping centers don’t
have “streets”) to shove an
unreasonable amount of hous-
ing into a small area? Noth-
ing “walkable” or “friendly”
about a “tenement style”
housing project.

Have you seen it get better
or worse the last four years?
Vote out the incumbent de-
veloper puppets, or expect the
same bad results.

City Leaders Could Use
Some Foresight
Lawrence Thompson, Livermore

Imagine New York City
without Central Park, which
is the heart and lungs of the
city. In 1851, Mayor Ambrose
Kingsland had the foresight
to propose creating a park
"of sufficient magnitude”
that it "would become the
favorite resort of all classes"
and "a lasting monument to
the wisdom of its founders."
The 843-acre park eventually
cost $15 million, about five
times the city's entire 1851
budget, but what a magnifi-
cent legacy! It's unfortunate
that Livermore's civic leaders
don't share Mayor Kingsland's
foresight.

Don’t Forget Vaccines
During Holidays
Kyoko Takayama, Livermore

When our grassroots effort
started on Aug. 16, Liver-
more’s vaccination rate was
66.6%. As of Nov. 19, 82.5%
of residents 12 and older are
fully vaccinated, and 90.1%
have gotten at least one shot.

With 1500+ newly eligible
5-11-year-olds vaccinated,
79.1% of our residents got
at least one shot. | am happy
that Livermore is likely to see
80% of its population fully
vaccinated, one of the quali-
fications the state laid out to
lift general (not school) mask
mandates.

Our outreach goal was to
give information on how to
get vaccinated so that every-
body can get vaccinated when

they chose. Since August
over 5,000 bilingual flyers
were delivered to doors by
our volunteers. We targeted
neighborhoods with higher
Hispanic and/or higher renters
identified using the Census
data.

Along with the county's
DOOR project knocking on
doors to provide information,
Sunday vaccine clinics, Axis's
library vaccine clinics and
multiple pop ups, | believe we
made a difference.

I appreciate the collabora-
tive effort of the City of Liver-
more, Alameda County Public
Health Department, schools,
community organizations (La
Familia Counseling Service,
Open Heart Kitchen, Tri-Val-
ley Haven, Axis Community
Health), faith communities
(Asbury United Methodist
Church, St. Bartholomew's
Episcopal Church, St Michael
Parish), grassroots organiza-
tions (OFA East Bay Cen-
tral, Livermore Indivisible,
Granada Students for So-
cial Change), and Livermore
CERT volunteers.

I would like to thank every-
body who has been following
ever-changing mandates and
recommendations. Going into
the holiday season | would
like to remind them that vac-
cinations and masks are not
just to protect ourselves, but
also seniors with higher risk,
immunocompromised people
like my friend who is fighting
brain cancer, and little ones
who are not yet eligible for
the vaccine. Boosters are now
recommended to everybody
and available at local phar-
macies including those in the
grocery stores, and walk-in is
widely accepted.

Vaccines, masks, social
distancing, keeping contact
time short in public or social
gatherings, and keeping good
air circulation indoors will
help you protect you, your
family and friends. Nothing is
perfect, but combined we can
protect our community.

Have a safe and nice holi-
day season with your family
and friends. | love Livermore
and its residents who work to
take care of each other.

Mea Culpa
David Yaffe, Livermore

I haven’t been a very good
citizen of Livermore. | took
my part in the future of this
city for granted. I thought this
was the deal: 1 would go out
and work and pay taxes, a lot
of taxes, to support the city.
I would stop at stop signs,
diligently sort my recycling
and let my lawn die during
the drought. The city would
be run in my best interest
and would progress with the
guidance of an enlightened,
dedicated city council. The
precedent was there; they had
done a darn good job of re-
modeling First Street. | voted
for Measure P in March 2020,
okaying the downtown hotel
plan and feeling good about
the housing to be built next
to Stockmen’s Park.

What the City Council said
seemed to make sense; there
was no reason to change hors-
es in the middle of the stream.
| just wanted all the bickering
to stop. Then, suddenly the
housing was now a Dublin-
ized four-stories. Huh? And
then, police, firefighters and
most teachers were cut out
of the housing deal. All of
the housing units are now
reserved for low-income and
homeless residents.

So much for equity and
inclusion. So, now I’m doing
a lot of reading, maybe a little
late. Apparently, partner Eden
Housing said its proposed
plan couldn’t work; the apart-
ments weren’t large enough to
be practical and it would be
hard to get financing. The City
Council changed the plan, “so
the State couldn’tcome inand
build eight-story buildings.”

Did the plan really need
to be changed to suck the
soul out of the downtown?
It’s hard to tell. The arrogant
City Council and mayor re-

fuse to even acknowledge
the citizens are unhappy and
might have a point. Putting
apartments across the street
is really a much better plan.
Or build apartments on the
dilapidated grocery store site
at S. Livermore and Pacific
(or on a dozen other suitable
sites around town). What 1I’d
like to see is the City Council
holding open, frank discus-
sions with opponents to their
path. Barring this, maybe the
project can be delayed until
we can vote the Council and
mayor out of office.

The Never-Ending Pandemic
Ramona M. Krausnick, Dublin

To the anti-vaccine and
anti-mask individuals (ex-
cluding those who have a
documented reason not to be
vaccinated):

No vaccines, no masks =
never-ending pandemic (ill-
ness and deaths continue).

Vaccines, masks = end
of pandemic and return to
normalcy

Period.

It’s that simple — what
part of this fact do you not
understand?

Eden Housing and
Election 2020
Carol Silva, Livermore

Numerous letters have
been written to The Inde-
pendent showing support of
slightly different locations
for affordable housing in
Livermore. A few other let-
ters oppose the suggestion
to relocate Eden Housing,
in which the City Council
intends to have massive Eden
Housing right across the street
from the tall, half-finished
Legacy project. Some of the
Eden Housing proponent
letter writers claim that vot-
ers voted in the current City
Council and that we should
not go against the Council’s
direction. Should we blindly
follow a government that
doesn’t listen to the majority
of its constituents? If local of-
ficials want to create a water
reservoir at the old Lucky site,
should the public accept their
decision because they were
voted into office? The public
would show their dissent,
like their dissent with Eden
Housing.

Prior to the 2020 election,
I emailed Mony Nop, a can-
didate for Livermore mayor,
asking for his view on the
location of Eden Housing.
He quickly responded to all
my inquiries. | was impressed
with Nop’s responsiveness,
although | was disappointed
by his acceptance of Eden
Housing being located at the
southeast corner of Railroad
Avenue and “L” Street in the
downtown footprint. After
receiving Nop’s response, |
wrote a letter to The Inde-
pendent, in which I implied
that | did not trust Woerner’s
“win-win” campaign mes-
sage about his willingness to
review the relocation of Eden
Housing. Also, | wrote about
Nop’s acceptance of Eden
Housing’s location.

At the time | wrote the
letter, 1 was unsure whom |
would be voting for Liver-
more mayor, but | did vote for
Nop, since | respected what |
thought were honest answers
to my inquiries.

It seems like an increas-
ing number of Livermore
voters, especially individuals
like Nop and Jay Davis, who
both were initially strong
proponents of Eden Housing’s
current location, are now op-
posing Eden’s project design
and location at the business
downtown center. Whether
this increase of Eden’s op-
ponents is due to concern of
soil contamination, to lack
of affordable housing for
most teachers and essential
workers, to lack of suffi-
cient residential parking, to
this project not meeting city
design requirements, to the
massive size and height of the
housing, or for wanting to cre-
ate a beautiful central park for

the enjoyment of all, wouldn’t
it make sense for Livermore’s
City Council members to
reevaluate the situation and
consider alternatives?

Public Comment Period
Begins on Livermore Lab’s
Hazardous Waste

Mary Perner, Livermore

Livermore Lab handles,
stores and “treats” hazardous
and mixed radioactive waste
(radioactive and hazardous
materials mixed together) in
various Livermore Main Site
buildings. These wastes are
regulated by the California’s
Department of Toxic Sub-
stances (DTSC). The DTSC
began the Hazardous Waste
Permit Renewal process for
the Lab’s Main Site back in
2016. The permit governs the
number of waste storage loca-
tions, treatments performed
and more.

The initial permit had to
be revised in response to
the first round of comments
and appeals from Tri-Valley
CAREs and other stakehold-
ers. CAREs has monitored
Livermore Lab’s hazardous
waste management, and as-
sociated problems, for four
decades. These revisions,
(which took the DTSC three
more years to complete) are
now ready for public review,
comment and a (virtual) pub-
lic meeting.

The community is urged
to review the revised permit
renewal documents and sub-
mit public comment. Links
to permit docs and useful
comment process information
are available at http://www.
trivalleycares.org.

The DTSC will accept
written comments until Feb.
4, by mail sent to Elena Espa-
da, DTSC Project Manager
700 Heinz Ave., Berkeley,
California, 94710 or via email
to Elena.Espada@DTSC.
ca.gov.

Additionally, the virtual
public meeting, where oral
comments can be made, will
be held by DTSC on Dec. 9,
at 6:30 p.m. Advance sign-up
using https://bit.ly/3102i2v is
advised.

We encourage you to get
involved, and hope to see you
at the DTSC virtual public
hearing Thursday, Dec. 9.

Take the Air Quality Survey
Laurene Green, Livermore

I would like to invite
readers to take a look at our
TVAQCA 2nd ANNUAL
AIR QUALITY SURVEY
(Tri-Valley Air Quality Com-
munity Alliance). We are a
relatively new organization of
community leaders, scientists,
and supportive individuals.
Our mission is to understand
our local air quality using
the latest scientific methods
and data, to ask residents and
workers how they experience
air quality (the Survey), to
communicate our findings (at
various forums and events),
and to solicit mitigation ideas
(the Survey). We were able
to action some of our find-
ings from last year’s survey
and hope to do the same
this year. As an example, we
found that many residents
were concerned about pol-
lution and noise from lawn
and garden equipment, so
we created a grant program
and held a forum. Last year’s
survey focused on outdoor air
pollution, this year’s focuses
on indoor air pollution. We do
track general responses from
year to year for a handful of
questions, but never specifi-
cally individual responses.

Please take 10 minutes
to fill out the Survey; you
can find it at https://bit.
ly/30U6T7s.

And, if you are interested
in learning more about the
TVAQCA, please visit our
website at www. TVAQCA.
org, or email us at TVAQ-
CAl@gmail.com. Thanks,
we hope to hear from you!

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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Four-Stories is Too High
Valarie Daum, Livermore

As work begins again on
the failing Legacy project,
you can see how massive the
gargantuan four-story build-
ings now appear. How can the
Eden project, which is directly
across the street, possibly
have city approval?

Word on the street states
Eden is in violation of the
Livermore Downtown Spe-
cific Plan and city approval
has violated the law. Accord-
ing to this plan, Eden Housing
should have been limited to
four stories for 60% of its site
frontage on Railroad Avenue
and L Street. With our city's
approval, the current Eden
project exceeds the 60% stan-
dard on both of these streets,
even extending to 100% on
Railroad Avenue.

Before any Eden ground
is broken, the courts must
resolve this issue and save our
charming downtown.

Unfit to Print
Alan Marling, Livermore

Last week you may have
seen the ad copy “unfit to
govern.” It was paid for by
Joan Seppala and her old,
rich friends and printed in her
newspaper.

She is upset Livermore’s
City Council voted against
her wishes and in favor of the
needs of California in general
and this town specifically.

I cannot say | understand
Joan Seppala’s motivations.
Perhaps she is to trying to
apply principles from the last
century to this one. What I am
certain of is that she doesn’t
value the community’s press-
ing needs for clean energy and
affordable housing. If she did,
she wouldn’t have sunk her
time and money opposing
them in print and in court.
Lawsuits funded in large part
by her are currently delaying a
solar farm in Alameda County
and affordable housing in
Livermore. In each case,
these projects were passed
by unanimous vote from their
respective democratically
elected officials. She and her
echo chamber of supporters
are trying to veto the will of
the majority, in court.

Alameda County Superior
Court Judge Frank Roesch
ruled in September her group
must post a $500,000 bond
because their lawsuit is in
bad faith or merely “for the

purpose of delaying or thwart-
ing low-income housing.”
Joan Seppala and the political
groups she supports should
withdraw these harmful law-
suits.

Her wealth and her news-
paper give Joan Seppala the
loudest voice in Livermore,
but she no longer speaks for
its citizens.

Editor’s Note: This letter
contains statements that are
factually incorrect regarding
an ad that ran in The Inde-
pendent last week. After The
Independent contacted Unfit-
ToServe2022 (also known
as the Committee for Mak-
ing a Better Livermore), a
member of the organization
stated that its ad, referred
to in the letter above, was
only funded by members of
UnfitToServe2022. Neither
The Independent Publisher
Joan Seppala, nor any other
groups of which she isa mem-
ber — such as Save Livermore
Downtown — paid for the ad.

“Historic Downtown
Livermore”
Nancy Mulligan, Livermore

There is a City of Liver-
more sign at the corner of
Fourth Street and South P
Street that states: “Historic
Downtown Livermore”.

This sign does not conjure
up the idea that the brand-new,
four-story Eden Housing de-
velopment without architec-
tural interest would be located
in “Historic Downtown Liver-
more,” let alone two four-
story multiple developments
up to a block long that would
oppose each other on oppo-
site sides of the street. They
would create no semblance
of a charming, welcoming,
vintage historic downtown.
‘New high-density multiple
dwellings’ do not belong in a
historic downtown in the rural
American West.

The Legacy Partners de-
velopment on the north side
of South L Street between
Railroad Avenue and First
Street adheres to building
design standards the City of
Livermore established and is
responsible for enforcing. Itis
also across the street from the
‘downtown core.’

However, the city council
ratified the Eden Housing
development, a project that
has evolved from its original
design to the point that it’s
not recognizable any longer.

The mayor and council are
willingly ignoring the design
standards they approved in
order to shoe-horn 130 apart-
ments into a small-ish plot.

The city imposes these
standards on other develop-
ments, but the city is violating
these standards here, violating
“Historic Downtown Liver-
more.” Is that representative
of the public’s interest and
will?

Do you ever wonder if the
mayor and council who voted
for the Eden Housing place-
ment wake up feeling guilty
after betraying the will of the
people of Livermore?

You can be sure this be-
trayal will be remembered by
the citizens for years to come.

Making the CGase for Equity
Sarah Thompson, Jean O’Neil
Opipari, Kyle Johnson, Las
Positas College

Las Positas College pro-
vides access to educational
opportunities that allow our
students to transfer to four-
year universities, attain de-
grees, and increase students’
employability and life-long
success through career-tech-
nical training. Last year, the
college was ranked the #1 best
community college in Cali-
fornia by BestColleges.com.
These rankings are grounded
in statistical data including
academic quality, student

completion, and affordabil-
ity. The college is also a top
transfer institution and has
the 8th highest transfer rates
among California Community
Colleges. Despite our high
institutional standards, the
college recognizes that there
continues to be disproportion-
ately distributed outcomes in
student completion among
our students. Institutional
data informs our institutional
goals, and one of these institu-
tional goals is student equity,
because of these persistent
disproportionate student out-
comes.

The college continuously
disaggregates data by gen-
der, age, and race to allow
the campus community to
analyze, discuss, and identify
specific strategies to address
the gaps in student outcomes
for the students who would
benefit the most. Las Posi-
tas College is committed to
achieving equitable outcomes
for all of our students.

The college values edu-
cational equality, and the
college is committed to edu-
cational equity. Equality is
about sameness; it focuses on
making sure that each student
receives the same resources
and support to be successful.
Equality assumes that all stu-
dents are entering our college
from acommon, level playing
field. Equity is about fairness
and justice; it ensures that

each student receives what he
or she needs to be successful.
Equity recognizes that not all
students have been served by
our educational systems in
the same way and as a result
are entering our college from
different playing fields. This
distinction is especially im-
portant in education, where
there are data-supported gaps
in opportunities and outcomes
for some students, including
low-income students and
students of color, who histori-
cally have greater needs due
to the systemic shortcomings
of our educational systems in
providing for them.

As faculty, classified staff,
and student leaders, we are
proud of our institution, our
programs, and our colleagues
for creating the institutional
conditions that allow all stu-
dents to reach their full poten-
tial. Our campus community
is committed to achieving
equitable student outcomes
within an institutional culture
that values the importance
of student equity and under-
stands why this work matters
to all of our students, to our
community, and to our region.

More Drumming
Jim Hutchins, Livermore

In John Marchand’s Nov.
18 letter, he continues to
“pound the table and yell like
hell” by making multiple fal-
lacious claims.

He begins with the call
for applicants for the Gen-
eral Plan Advisory Committee
(GPAC), which he states was
well advertised in spite of
the fact that only 48 people
from a town of 90K applied.
Marchand perseverates in
stating the GPAC was “well
communicated through vari-
ous public channels”. But the
lack of applicants speaks
for itself. Marchand claims
that 1 (and unnamed people)
had “discussed information
concerning the application
process and posted about it
on Nextdoor.” The unnamed
people are conveniently un-
verifiable, but as for my part,
this claim is impossible. My
Nextdoor account was closed
in May 2021, which is two
months before the City Coun-
cil approved forming GPAC.

Marchand also stated our
website (PreserveDowntown-
Livermore.com) claims “there
is ‘no park’ in the down-
town,” and cites Stockmen’s
Park. The website specifi-
cally addresses the continuing
changes to the Eden Housing
proposal. It demonstrates
how the public is not get-
ting the Veterans Park they
were promised. Marchand
claims the new park is bigger,
which is disingenuous and
misleading. The city defines
“the park” as the green space
inside the plan’s sidewalks.

(See MAILBOX, page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

The new park drawings don’t
show sidewalks, and that
missing element has been
included as additional park
space. The way the park sizes
are measured is different al-
lowing the new park size to
appear bigger.

Marchand also claims the
website “condemns the City’s
approved downtown plan.”
The website doesn’t con-
demn the Downtown Plan. It
educates people on discrepan-
cies between the Downtown
Plan as originally conceived,

and Eden Housing’s design
changes. The results of the
2017 Outreach state the city
shall “Maintain the small
town, small-scale, historic
character”, “Buildings should
be low-rise, no more than two-
to three-stories”, and “Down-

town Livermore should not
have high density housing.”

Marchand's favorite tech-
nique is ‘gaslighting.’

He claims I knew about the
GPAC application process,
and posted it on Nextdoor.
Again, completely false. He

notes my participation in the
Sept. 23 Visioning Work-
shop, adding “which occurred
BEFORE the interviews of
potential members for the
committee.” He conveniently
omits that the workshop was
two weeks after the GPAC

application deadline, and the
interviews were for those
that had applied by the Sept.
7 deadline.

Keep pounding the ta-
ble Marchand because the
law and the facts are indeed
against you.

AIRPORT

(Continued from first page)
takes away subjectivity,” Mo-
ran said. “It removes a lot of
legal risk to the city, because
we have had in the past action
taken by an applicant on our
list, which stalled the alloca-
tion of three of our hangars
earlier this year. This way
it’s more objective and more
responsible to everybody on
the list.”

The litigation previously
brought forward by XL Avia-
tion against the City of Liver-
more around LVK’s leasing
decisions was settled out of
court in June this year, Moran
reported. XL Aviation —
which was subleasing from
Attitude Aviation, owned by
Sam Rivinius — had alleged
that the city was doling out
corporate and executive han-
gar leases in an arbitrary and
capricious manner. The Inde-
pendent submitted a public
records request for the terms
of the settlement, which were
not available at press time.

However, the practice of
subletting hangars in itself
was a point of focus in Aero-
plex’s report. The consultant
advised the city to end les-
sees’ ability to transfer, sell
or trade leases of these mu-
nicipally owned assets.

“In order to best facili-
tate demand for aeronautical
space inthe airport’s hangars,

those waiting on the list and
current hangar tenant agree-
ments should not be permit
(sic) subletting or assignment
of their space to other aircraft
owners,” the report stated.

The number of corporate
and executive hangars that
groups or individuals can
lease also prompted discus-
sion. Curt Castagna, manag-
ing partner for Aeroplex,
warned that the number of
corporate/executive hangars
that any one entity and its
affiliates may lease at the air-
port should be limited to three
units—arule that’s been part
of the city’s current ordinance
since 2015.

“In a commercial setting,
the airport might be setting
themselves up to the chal-
lenge that they’re providing
an exclusive right to keep
competition out,” Castagna
continued. “For instance,
if the person looking for
more than three units were a
charter company or an FBO
(fixed base operator) that was
operating out of a publicly
held hangar, and they were
occupying that space to keep
out another charter or another
FBO or another flight school,
they would be using that pol-
icy to eliminate competition,
and the airport can’t do that.”

According to public re-

cords requested by The In-
dependent earlier this year,
Rivinius previously held at
least seven taxpayer subsi-
dized corporate/executive
hangars under different busi-
ness names — six under
Attitude Aviation and one
under J & R Electrics — be-
fore relinquishing three of
them recently to the Alameda
County Sheriff's Office, the
Mountain Cascade construc-
tion company, and Bay Area
Flying Club. These three al-
locations were held up due to
the lawsuit.

Rivinius purchased J &
R in March 2018, which al-
ready held a month-to-month
lease since April 2010. J&R
still retains its use of hangar
#141. After the hangars were
taken from Rivinius’ Attitude
Aviation in recent months, he
now holds three under that
company, and a fourth under
J&R.

“The hangar is assigned to
the business itself, so by buy-
ing (J & R Electrics), (Rivin-
ius) has the hangar, but it’s in
the (business) name,” Moran
said. “Now if he were to try to
put that in his own name, that
wouldn’t be allowed, because
that entity or that one person
would have more than they’re
allowed to hold.”

Black's Law Dictionary

defines an affiliate as "com-
panies that have shared re-
sources, interests or business
dealings." Other Livermore
city staff reports on separate
development topics have
previously stated that “‘Af-
filiate’ means any Person
which (1) directly or indi-
rectly through one or more
intermediates, (x) Controls or
(y) is Controlled by, or (z) is
under common Control with,
Developer.”

When asked why an own-
er of multiple companies
wouldn’t be considered an af-
filiate of all them, Alcala said
"the determination whether
the businesses are affiliated
isan administrative decision."

"But | can also share that
(as) a part of the process to
update the hangar policy,
city staff is also evaluating
revisions to the ordinance to
more clearly reflect staff’s
consistent interpretation and
implementation of that lan-
guage, as well as opportuni-
ties to establish new expecta-
tions for application(s) in the
future,” Alcala said.

Overall, Moran stressed
that the airport was aiming to
become more equitable going
forward.

“Ultimately,” he contin-
ued, “we just want to get a
more straightforward and fair

policy for those that wish to
get on the list and hopefully
get a hangar at our airport in

the future.”

David Chircop contributed
to this story.
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black than residential (waste)
because you’re not taking
showers, you’re not doing
laundry — it truly is black.
It can pollute the water table,
so there is concern about the
quality in the water in the
water tables running below
our area. One way to protect it
is to not allow septic systems
for any additional commer-
cial wineries.”

The state’s regulations
prohibiting additional septic
treatments in rural areas due
to concerns about ground-
water contamination prevent
new wineries from coming in
or existing wineries from ex-
panding services. Stakehold-
ers in the area have requested
the extension in what they say
will ensure the future eco-
nomic vitality of the winery
and hospitality industries.

The council’s vote fur-
ther authorized $212,502
for Rincon Consultants to
prepare a supplemental En-
vironmental Impact Report
for the project and to pay for
project consultants.

Livermore Planning Man-
ager Steve Stewart told the
council that city employees
and consultants are already
examining the technical and
financial aspects to extend
sewer service into South
Livermore Valley, such as
pipeline adjustments and
improvements to existing
infrastructure, including the
city’s water treatment plant.
Stewart said city employees
would return to the council
in May with the proposed
measure’s language.

Proponents believe the
project to connect winegrow-
ers and property owners to
sewer lines will improve
water quality by removing
nitrates that flow from their
septic systems into ground-
water and resolve other water
quality concerns.

“This extension would
ensure that the cultivated
agriculture in our valley will
continue to be financially

viable and would encourage
future planted acreage, which
is needed to fulfill a goal of
the South Livermore Valley
Area Plan (SLVAP) to reach
5,000 acres of cultivated
agriculture,” current TVC
Executive Director Laura
Antrim and Board Chair
David Kent wrote in a letter
to the council.

“In addition, it would
provide the infrastructure
required to enhance com-
mercial wine country devel-
opment to include medium
sized wineries, restaurants,
and a wine country resort,”
they wrote.

Two members of the pub-
lic voiced concerns about
whether the city’s sewer treat-
ment plant and current sewer
lines had the capacity to
handle the potential increased
sewage flow.

“l ask that that issue be
specifically addressed in the
(Environmental Impact Re-
port,)” resident Jean King
said.

Speaker Donna Cabanne
further called for the forma-
tion of an assessment district,
guaranteeing that payment
for the project would come
entirely from users outside
the Urban Growth Boundary
for the life of the project.

Livermore resident James
Folta said he supported prep-
aration of a ballot measure to
help Livermore Valley win-
eries and related businesses
succeed.

Wine Heritage District Ap-
proved

In other action, the council
approved with a 4-0 vote a
scaled-down version of a
Livermore Valley Wine Heri-
tage District (WHD) that no
longer includes wineries in
Danville, Dublin, Pleasanton
and San Ramon. The district,
which will collect 2% of
direct-to-consumer Califor-
nia wine sales to promote
wineries within the historic
Livermore Valley American
Viticultural Area (LVAVA),

was reconfigured by the
Livermore Wine Growers As-
sociation (LWGA) to appease
vintners in other cities who
did not want to be included.

William Westover Smyth,
owner of the Westover Win-
ery in Castro Valley, who had
raised opposition to the WHD
at the Nov. 8 Livermore
council meeting, said he was
pleased the Livermore wine
growers had excluded winer-
ies from other areas.

In an interview with The
Independent, Smyth later
said — especially consider-
ing inflation and the high
taxes in Alameda County
— that it wasn't right to add
an additional 2% customer
charge, which will appear
as a line item on their bill.
This, he added, would make
wineries even less accessible
to the public. He further said
he left LVWGA five years
ago because it had become
“too bloated” with overhead
costs, which paired with ris-
ing member dues.

“The only reason they’re
doing this is because (LVW-
GA) became too big and too
inefficient," Smyth said. “A
lot of the wineries have said
we should go back to the old
way ... they think that rather
than go to the government
and force wineries into this
thing, that maybe we should
have gotten rid of people and
go back to the way it was.”

LVWGA president Steve
Mirassou said the area’s wine
industry had “existential fi-
nancial challenges” and the
WHD would create funding
“for the kind of marketing
that this region deserves,”
enabling it to “effectively
describe to customers what
it is that we actually do here
and what the quality of our
wines are here.”

“I’m excited about where
the future lies for the Liver-
more Valley growing area
and for the wineries that are
included in the assessment
district,” Mirassou said.
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City Code for Home Busi-
nesses Changed

The council also approved
changes to its codes for resi-
dents running businesses
from their homes. The chang-
eswill allow limited numbers
of customers to visit homes
for barber and beauty servic-
es, nail services, exercise and
personal training, and bicycle
and small appliance repair.

The new rules allow a
business to receive no more
than three customers at atime
from9am.to 7 p.m.

The city will continue to
prohibit adult businesses,
medical clinics and small
engine repair in residen-
tial areas. Other prohibited
businesses in the new code
will include firearms dealers
and gunsmiths, and personal
services including massage,
tattoo and body piercing and
vehicle repair.
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Riding Therapy Program Urges Donations for Horses

The Reins in Motion
Foundation is urging mem-
bers of the Tri-Valley com-
munity to consider donations
to the therapeutic riding
program in Livermore for
GivingTuesday on Tuesday,
Nov. 30.

GivingTuesday, created
by a New York YMCA in
2012, has become a world-
wide movement to encour-
age a day of generosity.

“The (foundation) is fo-
cusing its efforts on the
gentle giants that provide
hope, happiness and an
increased quality of life

to everyone who rides or
loves them,” said Program
Director Katy Kempton.
“Our equine friends are
hard-workers deserving of
continuing great care such
that they are always ready
for our riders in the thera-
peutic riding lessons. What
better way to say thanks to
our four-legged friends than
with a gift that goes straight
back to them.”

Kempton, a certified
therapeutic horsemanship
instructor, said it costs about
$100 a month to feed and
care for each of the pro-

gram’s seven horses.

“Ensuring our horses are
happy and healthy is para-
mount to providing a safe
and enjoyable experience for
our riders,” she said.

Volunteers with Reins
in Motion currently pro-
vide weekly riding sessions
for about 50 special needs
and veteran program par-
ticipants. The program also
takes horses to Camp Arroyo
during Taylor Family Foun-
dation camps for special
needs children. For more
information, visit reinsinmo-
tionca.com.

Pleasanton Resident Earns Rank of Eagle Scout

Noah Hugh Marek, a
member of Boy Scout Troop
948 in Pleasanton, has been
awarded the rank of Eagle
Scout.

Eagle Scouts must earn a
minimum of 21 merit badges
and complete a community
service project.

For his Eagle project,
Marek raised funds to pur-
chase a stainless-steel moun-
tain bike repair stand and
tire pump, which he and his
fellow troop members in-
stalled at the top of the trail at
Augustin Bernal Park on the
Pleasanton Ridge.

Marek, the son of Sara and
Don Marek of Pleasanton,
served as a patrol leader,
assistant senior patrol leader
and a camp counselor at the
Wente Scout Reservation in
Willets, California.

He is a recent graduate of
Amador Valley High School,
where he was junior class
president and on the wres-
tling team. He was also on the
Mr. Amador leadership com-
mittee, which volunteers at
the George Mark Children’s
House in San Leandro.

Upon graduation, he plans
to attend UC Santa Barbara.

Ul & 1
Noah Marek

Executive Director Rachel
Snedecor Set to Leave
Downtown Livermore Inc.

Rachel Snedecor, execu-
tive director of Livermore
Downtown Inc. (LDI), is
stepping down from her
position after 21 years of
leading the organization,
effective Feb. 28.

During her time with
LDI, Snedcor has complet-
ed dozens of improvement
projects in the downtown
area and led the charge in
enlivening the event cal-
endar, attracting residents
from all over the Tri-Valley
to activities like dining
experiences and “Witches
Night Out.” No replace-
ment has been hired, but

LDI hopes to have some-
one in place by the end of
January so there is time for
Snedecor to help train her
replacement.

Rachel Snedecor

Community College Launches
Supply Chain Training Program

The Chabot-Las Positas
Community College District
has launched a new program
to prepare students for jobs
in the transportation, distri-
bution and logistics sectors.

The Bay Area Prologis
Transportation, Distribu-
tion and Logistics Training
Program was developed with
Prologis, a San Francisco-
based real-estate investment
company that focuses on
the global supply chain and
logistics facilities, and the
nonprofit Jobs for the Future.

Prologis has pledged to
train 25,000 workers by
2025, with the Bay Area one
of 15 key logistics markets.

The self-paced digital
curriculum teaches essential

workforce skills and pro-
vides an overview of best
practices in the distribution
and logistics industries.

“Opportunities in the lo-
gistics industry have reached
a new peak as companies
recognize the importance of
the supply chain to their op-
erations,” said Steven Hus-
sain, Prologis vice president
for workforce programs and
community relations. “This
initiative expands access to
career opportunities in this
growing sector while ad-
dressing the hiring gap for
employers.”

For more information,
email Tamara Dehnert, Pro-
logis program coordinator, at
Tdehnert@clpcced.org.

Volunteers Needed for
Library Bookstore

Friends of the Livermore
Library, a nonprofit
organization, is seeking
volunteers to staff its
bookstore at the Civic Center
Library.

The store sells donated books
and books no longer needed
by the library system, with
the proceeds helping to fund
library activities.

The library is located at 1188
S. Livermore Ave. Prospective
volunteers are asked to
call 925-447-8466 or 925-
667-7810. Training will be
provided.

Tri-Valley Cities Plan Parades, Holiday Tree Lightings

Dublin will get a jump
on Livermore and Pleasan-
ton with an official Holiday
Tree Lighting ceremony at
the Civic Center, at 7 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 2.

Dublin plans to turn the
Civic Center parking lot into
a winter wonderland with
lights, food vendors, music
from the Dublin Unified
School District Children's
Choir and other local music
ensembles, and “a special
guest from the North Pole.”

The Winter Wonderland
will openat 5:30 p.m., at 100
Civic Plaza.

Livermore and Pleasan-
ton will both hold tree light-
ing ceremonies on Saturday,
Dec. 4.

Pleasanton will officially
kick off the holiday season
with a “Light Up Pleasan-
ton” downtown parade at
5 p.m. on Dec. 4, followed
by a tree lighting under the
Pleasanton Arch in front of
the Museum on Main.

Starting at the Main
Street Bridge, the Pleasan-
ton parade will head south
on Main to Abbie Street.
The tree lighting, about 6:45
p.m., will include holiday
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music and a visit from Santa
Claus.

Livermore will also host
“The Holiday Village” at
Carnegie Park, 2155 Third
St., Dec. 3 (4 to 8 p.m.), fol-
lowed by a “Holiday Sights
& Sounds” parade and tree
lighting tree on Dec. 4.

Sponsored by Livermore
Downtown, the parade will
begin at 6 p.m. and head
down First Street from M
Street to McLeod Street.

Activities at Carnegie
Park will include local food
and craft vendors, entertain-
ment, and visits from Santa.
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(Continued from first page)

solar systems in the Bay
Area.

Igor Tregub, Senior Pol-
icy Advisor for the Cali-
fornia Solar & Storage As-
sociation, stated during the
Nov. 17 meeting that policy
should protect the incentives
to continue the growth of
rooftop solar. Tregub prefers
rooftop solar over utility-
scale solar because it does
not use any additional land,
and because it brings power
generation closer to where it
is used, reducing transmis-
sion costs. He added that
President Joe Biden’s “30
by 30” conservation plan,
which aims to protect 30%
of U.S. land and water by
2030, cannot succeed with-
out rooftop solar.

Tregub then presented a
website of the Solar Rights
Alliance (savecalifornia-

solar.org), California’s as-
sociation of solar users that
works with California Solar
& Storage. The website
referred to the drastic credit
reductions as a utility-com-
pany “profit grab” and a
defensive reaction to grow-
ing homeowner energy in-
dependence.

Utility companies, ex-
plained Tregub, earn areturn
from transmission lines and
therefore benefit financially
from more centralized gen-
eration sources.

Tregub also pointed out
a socioeconomic downside
to lowered incentives: the
longer it takes for a rooftop
solar installation to pay for
itself, the less feasible it
will be for households to
go solar.

In a comparison of NEM
successor proposals pre-

pared by SunPower, the
80% credit reduction would
extend the cost-recovery
period from 7 years to over
20 years. This effect could
make home solar and its
benefits, such as lower en-
ergy bills, cost-prohibitive
to lower income households.

“We fundamentally be-
lieve that customers should
not have to choose between
paying their rent and pay-
ing their utility bill,” said
Tregub.

Proponents of the drastic
credit cuts argue that, under
the current NEM program,
rooftop solar owners have
been over-compensated at
the expense of non-solar
customers.

Scott Murtishaw, Policy
Director at Independent
Energy Producers, explained
at the meeting that when

an electric customer pays
for power, some money
goes toward the genera-
tion and some money goes
toward the distribution of
that power.

Under the current NEM
program, however, when a
rooftop solar owner exports
power back onto the grid,
that owner collects both the
generation and the distribu-
tion payments, even though
the power is actually distrib-
uted by the utility company.
In other words, those dis-
tribution costs never make
it back into the grid. And
because the grid still must
be paid for, those costs are
reallocated to everyone else,
Murtishaw explained.

In an increasingly so-
lar California, continued
Murtishaw, this has shifted
distribution costs from those

who are able to afford roof-
top solar to those who are
not.

Crediting solar owners
the full retail rate made
sense at NEM’s inception,
said Murtishaw. Meters
were analog then, and the
easiest way to calculate
credits was to simply let the
meter spin backward. Also,
solar installations “were so
expensive at the time that
nobody was very concerned
about it,” he continued.

But the solar landscape
has since changed. Accord-
ing to the Solar Energy
Industries Association, so-
lar installation costs have
dropped by more than 70%
over the past decade. And
because electric rates have
gone up, so has the compen-
sation received by owners of
rooftop solar.

Instead, Murtishaw said
the proposed 80% reduction
would tie “export compen-
sation to something that’s
more pegged to the whole-
sale cost rather than the
retail cost.”

But even if the CPUC de-
cides to reduce NEM credits,
non-solar customers will not
see significant changes to
their power bills for several
years because the decision
will not apply to pre-existing
NEM participants.

Finally, Tregub empha-
sized this should not be
viewed as a choice between
rooftop or centralized solar.

“It's important to recog-
nize that in order to meet
our climate action goals, we
do need both,” Tregub con-
tinued. “We cannot achieve
as a state our goals without
both.”

AMBULANCE
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upon this determination,
this letter serves as approval
of the submitted Correction
Action Plan for implementa-
tion.”

Falck splits the county
into three service zones —
North, South and East. The
cities of the Tri-Valley fall
into the East zone. Each
zone is further divided into
rural, suburban and metro/
urban subzones. Calls for
service are divided into code
2, code 3 and 5150 calls. A
code 3 call is a time-critical
emergency that requires the
responding ambulance to
use lights and sirens. A code
2 call is not time-critical,
and a 5150 call refers to an
individual experiencing a
mental health crisis. Each
call type in each subzone is
assigned response time, and
Falck is expected to achieve
that response standard 90%
of the time.

Most of the call volume
originates in the metro/urban
subzones. In September,
Falck missed the 90% stan-
dard for code 3 calls in each
of the three metro/urban
subzones. The same was true

in August, though the service
levels were actually worse in
September, indicating that
Falck’s efforts to reverse its
performance slide had not
yet started to yield results.
As of this writing, Falck’s
October performance report
is not yet available.

“Falck is committed to
making steady improve-
ments in line with our com-
mitment to provide Alam-
eda County residents and
visitors with the best possible
emergency medical care and
transportation,” said Jeff
Lucia, Falck USA director
of marketing and communi-
cations, in an email to The
Independent. “The initiatives
will take time to have a sig-
nificant effect, but we hope
to see improvement quickly.”

According to Lucia, the
CAP focuses on five areas in-
cluding reducing the amount
of time required to transfer a
patient from an ambulance to
a hospital emergency depart-
ment; improving staffing and
improving operations.

The time it takes to trans-
fer a patient to hospital care
is known as wall time. Ex-

tended wall times have been
aproblem across the country
as hospitals struggle with
high patient loads resulting
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic and staffing short-
ages of their own. Lucia
reported that the average
wall time that Falck has
tracked dropped from 57 to
52 minutes recently.

While not oblivious of the
increased wall times at coun-
ty hospitals, ALCO EMS
previously met with Falck
to discuss increasing patient
offload times and other op-
erational issues “unrelated to
the pandemic” that hindered
the company's performance.
Gary Breazeale, treasurer
for Local 510 — which rep-
resents emergency medical
technicians, paramedics and
support staff — said that
Falck blaming wall times
for the long responses aims
to detract from its staffing
shortcomings.

Keeping ambulance
crews staffed has been, and
continues to be, a challenge
for Falck. The CAP states
that while Falck has hired 74
paramedics and emergency

medical technicians (EMT)
in 2021, they have lost 117.
“We're being very aggres-
sive about recruiting, includ-
ing offering generous signing
bonuses and working with
specialty recruiters,” Lucia
said. “As almost all para-
medic schools shut down
during the pandemic, we are
competing for a more limited
number of qualified caregiv-
ers than in the past. Another
contributor to the decreased
talent pool is the EMTs and
paramedics who have left
the profession entirely, like
many other health care pro-
fessionals across the U.S.”
Extended ambulance re-
sponse times impact op-
erations that extend beyond
Falck. Most medical calls
result in the dispatch of a fire
department unit in addition
to the ambulance crew. Fire
crews are committed to those
incidents until patient care
can be transferred to Falck
paramedics and EMTs.
“When our apparatus sits
on scene for an extended
time waiting for the am-
bulance, that means that
they’re not available for an-

CARBON
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capture that carbon from the
air and deposit it in the soil
for long-term storage.”

The Marin Carbon Proj-
ect started in Marin County
in 2008, and researchers
there discovered the poten-
tial for rangeland soils to
remove carbon from the air
and store it for decades, or
even centuries. That project
has influenced the work cur-
rently underway in Alameda
County.

Alameda County’s three-
year long project went un-
derway in December 2019
when researchers applied
a thin layer of compost on
a 10-acre sloped section of
rangeland owned by Stop-
Waste in the Altamont Hills
east of Livermore. While the
pandemic and drought have
contributed to less-than-
ideal conditions, the project
is expected to eventually
cover about 100 acres.

Schoonmaker said the
project has removed about
one ton of carbon from the
atmosphere per year for each
acre that received a single,
one-quarter inch application
of compost. That closely
matches the observations
made as part of the Marin
Carbon Project, which also
completed computer model-

ing to determine how long
the compost benefits will
continue. Their research
determined that one ton of
carbon will continue to be
extracted from the atmo-
sphere every year for 30
years. Some benefits of the
application will continue for
up to a century.

“The goal of our project
is to demonstrate to ranch-
ers that they can adopt new
practices or adapt exist-
ing practices to sequester
carbon,” Alameda County
Resource Conservation Dis-
trict biologist Hillary Sardi-
fias said. “Many farmers
and ranchers already use
climate-beneficial practices,
but they may not recog-
nize that what they’re doing
can help mitigate climate
change.”

The StopWaste project
also has a possible second-
ary benefit. Senate Bill (SB)
1383, signed into law by
then-Gov. Jerry Brown in
2016, established several re-
quirements aimed at reduc-
ing the volume of short-lived
climate pollutants (SLCP)
— organic waste like food
scraps, yard trimmings, pa-
per and cardboard. Accord-
ing to CalRecycle, SLCP
accounts for half of material

deposited in landfills, and is
responsible for 20% of the
state’s methane emissions.
Methane is considered a su-
per pollutant that’s 84 times
more potent than carbon
dioxide. Beginning Jan. 1,
2022, SB 1383 requires cit-
ies and counties to purchase
compost created from recov-
ered organic waste products
to keep the material out of
landfills and to create a mar-
ket demand for the material.

Carling said that the City
of Livermore will be re-
quired to purchase 10,000
tons of organic mulch annu-
ally. If the StopWaste project
pans out, some of that mate-
rial could be used in other
carbon farming projects on
farms and ranches.

Expanding the organic
materials in mulch could
have an impact on the qual-
ity of the mulch produced,
Schoonmaker noted.

“The thing about (SB)
1383 is that you’re going to
see a lot more food waste,”
she said. “With food waste
comes contamination, which
is a huge problem. That’s
like plastic and glass. I don’t
mean toxic stuff. But it’s re-
ally hard to screen out, and
you can end up with a lot of
plastic and glass in certain

types of compost. Compost
is like any other product —
there is a range of quality.”

Schoonmaker went on to
note that since food waste
contaminants can be difficult
to remove from green waste,
requirements should be set
up that support carbon farm-
ing, while also protecting
grazing.

“We don’t want to spread
plastic and glass every-
where,” she said. “We don’t
want people to think this
is just open land where we
can just chuck all this com-
post. We want people to use
it where it’s got the most
benefit.”

While the prospects are
promising, there is the po-
tential for other unintended
consequences. Carling told
of a Livermore rancher who
used compost on his range-
land. While it had the in-
tended benefit of producing
more grass, drought condi-
tions turned the tall, thick
grass into a fire hazard.

“Carbon farming gets
you a couple of things,”
Carling said. “It addresses
SB 1383. Secondly, it helps
to fix carbon in the soil to
combat climate change to a
limited extent. | think it’s an
interesting idea.”

NONPROFIT
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to locally based nonprofits
due to larger overhead and
national commitments.

The 3VCF’s board re-
quest to council is three-
fold:

Partner with 3VCF to
support philanthropy in
the region with an unre-
stricted gift of $50,000
over three years; consider
a city-sponsored ‘field of
interest’ fund or endowment
to specifically address com-
munity needs; and, in addi-
tion, allow 3VCF to manage
a discretionary grant fund
program of $15,000 to se-
cure and enlist the best op-
portunities for Dublin.

PILOT:

While the council was
unanimously supportive of
the request, there were some
questions.

“I definitely see a need
for this as a way to bring
this (nonprofit) fragmenta-
tion together, with a very
clear view of where they are
going to get those funds,”
said Councilmember Mi-
chael McCorriston. “But |
have to ask what are your
expectations?”

Houghton responded that
the initial $50,000 contribu-
tion from the city would
serve to pay for start-up
administrative costs and
assist in getting the foun-

dation closer to being self-
sustaining.

“Community founda-
tions are measured by asset
growth so they can become
a self-sustaining model,”
Houghton said. “Ideally, in
a perfect world, this would
help toward that overall
goal.”

The group came before
the council two weeks ago
with their funding request
and were asked to return on
Nov. 16, during the coun-
cil’s regular meeting, with
additional information and a
more detailed presentation.
The council asked staff to
work with the foundation to

create a workable contract
and plan for presentation
to the council at a future
meeting.

“l am very supportive
and excited that this is be-
ing brought forward,” said
Vice Mayor Sean Kumagai.
“One of the great things
about Dublin is that people
are always asking ‘how can
I help, how can | help?’ and
this would be a great way to
set something up that would
help people locally.”

For more information,
visit the Three Valleys Com-
munity Foundation web-
site at 3vcf.org or email
info@3vcf.org.

(Continued from first page)
cess in other jurisdictions,
including the California cit-
ies of Roseville and San Di-
ego, and the State of Oregon.
A similar pilot program is
currently underway in Santa
Clara County.

The anticipated cost of
the recommended two-year
pilot program is $844,462,

which will provide two
full-time clinicians, one
for adults and another for
juveniles, and one part-time
temporary program assis-
tant. If the pilot program
were successful, the City of
Pleasanton could hire clini-
cians as direct employees
or third-party contractors.

Bi-annual reports will be
presented to the council as
the program progresses.
“The well-being of our
adults and our children in
our community is of the
utmost importance,” said
Councilmember Valerie Ar-
kin. “I really believe we
should not be burdening our

police with mental health
crisis responses, so having
a mental health clinician
available will really help ...
I’m very excited about this
program and excited to get
it off the ground.”

For more information,
visit www.cityofpleasan-
tonca.gov.

other call in their respective
district,” said Eric Moore,
deputy chief with the Alam-
eda County Fire Department.
“So, we would be sending
the next appropriate unit to
respond to that call.”
ALCO EMS is expected
to review Falck’s progress
at the end of the month. A
spokesperson for ALCO
EMS said the agency is
closely monitoring Falck’s
performance and they are
meeting on a regular basis.
"Itis critical that our resi-
dents receive timely ambu-
lance responses, and I'm
glad that our EMS agency is
holding Falck accountable to
their contract and responsi-
bility,” said Alameda County

District 1 Supervisor David
Haubert in an email to The
Independent. “Now that the
corrective action plan has
been accepted, I'm looking
forward to seeing the needed
improvements."

ARROYO
CELLARS

Tasting Room Open:
Saturday: 12 - 5pm,
Sunday: 12 - 5pm,
or by appointment

2270 Research Drive,
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

ess RETZILAFF

*® Estate Wines

NOW OPEN FOR WINE TASTING AND
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS.

FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND

MONDAYS 12-4:30 FALL AND WINTER HOURS.

LIVE MUSIC MOST WEEKENDS.
FOOD FOR PURCHASE EVERY WEEKEND.

Make your online reservation at
Retzlaff Vineyards.com

sCAPE

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION FOR PRESCHOOL EDUCATION

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR FREE OR LOW-COST
PRESCHOOL AND/OR CHILDCARE
FOR CHILDREN AGES 12 Months TO 5 Years?

CAPE, Inc.
MAY BE THE PROGRAM FOR YOQU!!
Give your child a HEAD START with:

eQuality opportunities to support school readiness!
eFamily support services including parent education!
eHealth and development screenings and assessments!
eDisabhility and mental wellness support for families!

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS!
For more information, please contact:
ERSEA Department (925) 443-3434 ext. 125 &

COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION ONLINE
HTTPS://WWW.SURVEYMONKEY.COM/R/CAPEAPP

Seeking Individuals With:
* Minimum Associate Permit

* AA Degree or Higher

* Experience Working with ECE

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT WITHIN
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
IN LIVERMORE OR HAYWARD?

CAPE, Inc. is currently looking for
Early Childhood Professionals.

For More Information Please Contact:
CAPE, Inc. Human Resources
E-Mail: HR@capeheadstart.org Website: www.capeheadstart.org

FOR PRESCHOOL EDUCATION

CAPE, Inc. Offers:
» Competitive Wages/Benefits
* Quality Programs

* Reimbursement Program for
Continuing Education

3B

NOVADONTICS

StTarT
o FINISH

EVERYTHING

INCLUDED*

*Extractions & Bone
Grafting Are Not Included

SINGLE TOOTH
REPLACEMENT

SMILES
by Design
(923) 443-4182

RICHARD D. HOWES, D.D.S.
www.smilesbydesigninlivermore.com
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Livermore Wines Impress at Harvest Challenge

By Laura Ness

At this year’s Harvest
Challenge Wine Competi-
tion, Livermore showed up
bigger and better than ever.
It was an impressive show-
ing, with 17 great wines,
including two head-turning
cabernet francs, a gregarious
grenache, a solid sangiovese,
amighty malbec, stout petite
sirah and a righteous Bor-
deaux style blend.

This year, the man with
the widest smile is once
again Aaro Luna, who man-
aged a 98-point score for
his 2018 Garré Vineyards
and Winery Cabernet Franc,
which was crowned Best of
Livermore Valley and went
on to the Sweepstakes round.
That’s the not the first time
a Garré wine or a wine from
Livermore has been in the
Sweeps at this competition,
which judges wines strictly
by American Viticultural
Area (AVA) — a specific
type of appellation of origin
used on wine labels. There
are 260 AVAs within 34
states in the US; 142 of them
are in California.

Nobody brought cabernet
franc like Livermore this
year. Each wine medaled,
including the 2018 Fenestra
Cabernet Franc, gold, 94
points (silky and juicy with
a lively texture, warm ginger
and raspberry); the 2018
Garré Vineyards and Win-
ery Cabernet Franc, double
gold, 98 points (sexy, with
pine, eucalyptus, chocolate
mint, cocoa powder, dried
cranberry and red currant);
and the 2018 Rodrigue Mo-
lyneaux, which just missed
gold with a high silver (rose
perfume, cedar, pine, silky
and lithe).

Winning double gold
was the 2018 Fenestra Gr-
enache, 97 points, described
as captivating, with ripe red
strawberry fruit, and the
2016 Fenestra Conjugation,
97 points, noted as herba-
ceous, with ripe plum, cigar
box, rhubarb, good structure
and a long finish.

Scoring Gold was the
2018 Rodrigue Molyneaux
Malbec, 93 points, described
as having explosive red fruit,
a savory edge with sage and

licorice, and a lush texture.
The 2018 Garré Sangiovese
also scored gold, 94 points
and was noted as high im-
pact, with silky texture,
loads of cherry, spice and
cedar. The 2016 Fenestra
Petite Sirah came away with
gold, 94 points, described as
having a rich concentrated
nose, with blackberry, white
pepper and spicy dense mole
on the palate.

Bringing home silver
medals were the 2020 Fenes-
tra Sauvignon Blanc, 2018
Fenestra Infrared Rhone
blend, the 2018 Garré Pro-
found Secret, the 2018 Ro-
drigue Molyneaux Barbera,
2016 Fenestra Estate Syrah,
2018 Garré Syrah, 2018
Fenestra Zinfandel and 2018
Garré Petite Sirah.

In the final voting, a
Primitivo from St. Anne’s
Crossing (Sonoma Valley)
took Best Red and Best of
Show, but it wasn’t for lack
of trying by Luna’s outstand-
ing cabernet franc. Yes, there
is hope for this grape to be
the Best of Livermore in
more ways than one.

Valley Chorale to Present Holiday Concert Dec. 10, 11

Valley Concert Chorale
(VCC) will perform its an-
nual holiday concert, “Car-
ols, Glorias and Lullabies,”
at the First Presbyterian
Church in Livermore on Fri-
day, Dec. 10, and Saturday,
Dec. 11.

Both concerts will begin
at 7:30 p.m.

VCC artistic director
John Emory Bush invites the
audience to join in singing
familiar carols that include
“Joy to the World,” “The
First Noel,” and “Hark the
Herald Angels Sing.” Other

carols will include the 16th-
century French carol “Ding,
Dong Merrily on High,” the
Austrian carol “Still, Still,
Still,” and “Silent Night.”
The Glorias section will
include two well known
selections, “And the Glory
of the Lord,” from Handel’s
“Messiah,” and the first
movement of Vivaldi's “Glo-
ria.” In addition, Bush said
the most challenging piece
during the Glorias will fea-
ture Daniel Glover with a
virtuosic piano accompa-
niment in Randal Bass's

‘Gloria.’

The lullabies section
will feature two selections
by Norwegian Kim Andre
Arnesen, “Cradle Hymn”
and “His Light in Us.”

Tickets are $25 in ad-
vance, and $30 at the church,
located at 2020 Fifth St.,in
Livermore. Children are
free when accompanied
by an adult, and tickets for
high school and college-age
students are $10. Advance
tickets are available at val-
leyconcertchorale.org or
925- 866-4003.

GoFundMe to Benefit Livermore Shop with a Cop

Retired Christensen
Middle School Principal
Pat Avilla has created a Go-
FundMe page to raise money
for the Livermore Police De-
partment’s Shop with a Cop
program with the Livermore
Valley Joint Unified School
District (LVJUSD).

The annual holiday pro-
gram matches 30 needy stu-
dents, selected by school dis-
trict staff, with police officers
who take them to Wal-Mart to
buy gifts for themselves and

family members.

The GoFundMe cam-
paign has a goal of $9,000.

The Shop with a Cop
program takes place this
year on Dec. 11, and students
will meet with a Livermore
police officer in uniform at
the school they attend.

The police officers, who
donate their personal time to
the program, will drive the
students to a local Starbucks,
where they will be treated to a
cup of hot cocoa. From there,

the officers and students will
caravan to the Wal-Mart in
Livermore, where they will
be greeted by the Granada
High School band and mem-
bers of the student leadership
team. Each of the students
will get about $300 to spend.
The officers and other
volunteers also help the stu-
dents wrap their presents
before driving them home.
To view the GoFundMe
page or donate, visit tinyurl.
com/6ay28vkh.

Turkey Burn Fun Run Returns to Pleasanton Nov. 25

The Pleasanton North
Rotary Club will sponsor the
seventh annual Tri-Valley
Turkey Burn fun run on
Thursday, Nov. 25, starting
at the Ken Mercer Sports
Park in Pleasanton.

The 5K/10K Thanksgiv-
ing Day fun run will begin at
9 a.m., gates open at 8 a.m.
The Turkey Burn, held virtu-
ally last year because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, has
become a tradition for many

Tri-Valley families.

It features race bibs with
the phrase, “I am thankful
for ...," to be completed by
the participants.

“We hope this year’s Tur-
key Burn brings back that
community spirit everyone
felt before the (COVID-19)
pandemic,” said Viviana
Cherman, co-chair of the
organizing committee. “It’s
going to be super fun.”

The entry fee is $10 for

adults, $5 for teens and
pre-teens. Children 9 and
under are free. Participants
will be asked to wear face
masks and to maintain social
distance from other runners.
Funds raised from the Tur-
key Burn go to support local
Rotary youth services.

The Ken Mercer Sports
Park is located at 5800
Parkside Drive. To register,
visit trivalleyturkeyburn.
org.

Hagemann Ranch to Host Arts and Crafts Bazaar

Hagemann Ranch in
Livermore, will host an arts
and crafts bazaar from 1 to
4 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 28.

The free, family-friend-
ly “Giving Thanks” event
will also feature a veterans
art display, arts and crafts

demonstrations and tours
of the Hagemann Ranch
Historic District, which
represents the last five-acres
of a former 600-acre ranch
that operated from the 1870s
to 2005.

The site, which includes

a farmhouse, barn, black-
smith shop and other out-
buildings, is now owned by
the City of Livermore and
managed by the Livermore
Heritage Guild.

Hagemann Ranch is lo-
cated at 455 Olivina Ave.

TV30 Set to Offer 24 Hours of Thanksgiving Football

Tri-Valley Community
Television will carry a High
School Football-A-Thon
from midnight on Wednes-
day, Nov. 24, to midnight
on Thanksgiving Day, Nov.
25.

The 24-hours of football

on TV 30 will include back-
to-back broadcasts of three
high school games from
earlier this season: Foothill
at Amador Valley, Foothill
at Dublin and Granada at
Livermore. The games,
which can be seen on Com-

cast TV Channel 30, AT&T
U-verse via Channel 99
and streaming on the TV30
website, will repeat during
the football-a-thon.

Viewers should check
their program schedules for
exact times.

OBITUARIES

John Phillip Elliott, 74,
passed away peacefully at
his home in Livermore, Cal-
ifornia, on Monday, Nov.
15, 2021. He is survived
by his loving wife of 34
years, Judy Elliott; son Phil-
lip (Nancy) Elliott of Santa
Cruz, California; daughter
Catherine Elliott of Liver-
more, California; brother
Bruce (Joan) Elliott of New
York; and grandchildren
Coraline and Emilie Elliott.
He is also survived by his
beloved dog, Bella and her
best friend Brutus.

John was born in Aber-
deen, South Dakota and
graduated from Barstow
High School in Southern

John Phillip Elliott

California. He went on to
Northern Arizona Universi-
ty where he graduated with
a degree in marketing and
an MBA. John was a retiree
of the Lawrence Livermore

National Laboratory where
he served as a senior staff
member.

A small graveside service
and reception was held Nov.
22, 2021. In remembrance
of John Elliott’s life, the
family asks that any chari-
table donations be made to:

The  American  Can-
cer Society, https://bit.
ly/3Fw4HTtF, and/or Tri-Val-
ley Conservancy, https://bit.
ly/3x8yllJ.

Callaghan  Mortuary is
honored to be serving the
Elliott family. An online
guestbook is available for
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.

Ervin Behrin, age 87, of
Livermore, passed away
Nov. 14, 2021. Ervin was
born in May 1934 in Buda-
pest, Hungary. He emigrat-
ed to the U.S. in 1937 with
his mother, entering through
Ellis Island, and then living
with relatives in various cit-
ies, eventually settling in
‘Youngstown Ohio.

In 1952 after graduat-

ing from high school, and
lacking the funds for col-
lege, he joined the Navy in
hopes that his service dur-

Ervin Behrin
May 6, 1934 — Nov. 14, 2021

ing the Korean War would
make him eligible for the Gl
bill. There, he was trained
as an electronics techni-
cian, which established the
foundation for what would
become his lifelong career.
Following his discharge
from active duty, he used the
Gl bill to attend Ohio State
University and eventually
Case Institute of Technol-
ogy, where he graduated
with a Bachelor of Science
degree in electrical engi-
neering with honors. While
attending Ohio State Uni-
versity, he married Dorothy
Chestler, and, after gradua-
tion, the two of them moved
to Livermore, California.
There, he began his career
at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory, initially
as an electronics engineer,
later becoming a group
leader and finally a project
manager.

He retired in 1991 but kept
busy as a part-time consul-
tant until 2006.

Ervin loved the outdoors
and was an avid camper and
backpacker in the California
wilderness. He was emi-
nently curious and he and
Dorothy traveled the world
extensively. He enjoyed the-
ater, music, film and reading
throughout his lifetime.

Ervin is survived by his
wife Dorothy of Livermore,
and their two children,
David and Michael, their
spouses Beth and Alysa and
two grandchildren Sawyer
and Bronte.

Donald J. Houser passed
away surrounded by loved
ones on Sept. 23 after bat-
tling various illnesses con-
sistent with Agent Orange
Exposure in Vietnam. Don
was born in Angels Camp,
California, raised in Liver-
more and graduated as a
Livermore High School
Cowboy in 1955. Serving
with the USMC in Vietnam,
he distinguished himself as
a calm leader and received
a Dbattlefield commission
to platoon commander, a
billet normally held by a
commissioned officer. His
citations include the Navy

Donald J. Houser

Sept. 27, 1937 — Sept. 23, 2021

and Marine Corps medal,
Bronze Star with “V”, Navy
Commendation Medal with
“V”, and two purple hearts.

After 24 years of service, he
retired with the rank of first
sergeant.

Don established Don’s
Photography of Poway in
1979. He was fortunate to
reside for 55 years on Hol-
land Road surrounded by
dear friends and neighbors.
In his golden years he was
an avid traveler who en-
joyed his grandchildren,
racquetball and gardening.
He is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Marilyn, of 61
years, his children Kathleen,
Donna and Darren, seven
grandchildren and his sister
Jacqueline LalLonde.

Resident of Dublin, Cali-
fornia

Tony has left this Earth to
be with our Lord and his
beloved wife Marie. He
passed away peacefully at
his home following a long
illness. He was the eldest
son of Joseph and Mae Rus-
so of Martinez, California.
He graduated from Al-
hambra High School in
1954 where he was very
popular and was an excel-
lent athlete. His leadership
abilities led him to hold
many student-occupied of-
fices including president
of the Boy’s Federation,
president of the Student
Council and Student Body
President. An outstanding
athlete he starred in foot-
ball, basketball and track
having achieved All-Coun-
ty recognition in all three
sports. His speed and agili-
ty earned him the nickname
"Cat" which remained with
him through this lifetime.
In the business world he
was a banker for 44 years
starting as a teller at Bank
of America and eventu-
ally retiring from California
Federal Bank. During that
time, he held such offices as
Branch Manager, Director

Anthony (Tony) Russo

Sept. 17,1936 — Nov. 17, 2021

of Security and Regional

Manager.

After retiring Tony and his
wife Marie became volun-
teers with the Dublin Police
Services and participated
in many events sponsored
by the Dublin Police. They
also became Neighborhood
Watch Block Captains for
many years, during which
time they spearheaded the
Neighborhood Watch Na-
tional Night Out events.
Theirs was one of the most
popular gatherings in Dub-
lin, always attended by
members of the Dublin City
Council, Police Services,
Fire Department, Highway
Patrol and members of sev-
eral Dublin city offices.

Tony will be fondly re-
membered for his hobby of
photography and his skill in

the use of Photoshop, his
woodworking abilities, and
for his talent in the kitchen
including his wonderful ba-
nana nut bread.

He is preceded in death by
his parents, Joseph and Mae
Russo, brother Sal Russo
and his beloved wife of 56
years, Marie. He is survived
by his daughter Renee (Ber-
nie) of Sparks, Nevada; his
son Tony, Jr. (Krissy) of
Dublin; his granddaughters
Angela Smith (Nate) of
Sparks, Nevada, and OlI-
ivia Russo of Dublin; and
grandson Connor Russo
of Dublin; great- grand-
daughters Briannah Smith,
Hannah Smith and Olivia
Smith; and great-grandson
Micah Smith, all of Sparks,
Nevada.

Services will be held
at Callahan Mortuary in
Livermore, California,
on Friday, Dec. 10, with
visitation from 11 am. - 1
p.m. The funeral will be
held from 1 — 2 p.m., with
burial immediately follow-
ing. Callaghan Mortuary is
honored to be serving the
Russo family. An online
guestbook is available for
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.

Anthony J. Gazzuolo, age
63, passed away surrounded
by family on Friday, Nov.
12, after a courageous Six-
year battle with cancer.

Anthony is survived by
his wife of 41 years Eileen
(Mulroy); children Michelle
(Allan) Boyd, Dominic
Gazzuolo, Katie (Derek)
Nelson and Susan (Eduardo)
Rios; grandchildren Brenna
Boyd, Gwynevere Boyd,
Juliet Boyd, Michael Nel-
son and Scarlett Rios; and
siblings Elaine (Charles)
Oreskovic and John (Rose-
mary) Gazzuolo. He is also
survived by his mother-in-
law Patricia Mulroy; sister-
in-law Maureen (John) Ze-
lina; brothers-in-law Larry
Triozzi, Michael (Jodee)
Mulroy; Terry (Carrie) Mul-
roy; numerous nieces, neph-
ews and cousins and many
friends. He is predeceased
by his parents John and Ann
(Sabetta) Gazzuolo and sis-
ter Anita Triozzi.

Born in Cleveland, Ohio,
and growing up in Cleve-
land’s Little Italy neighbor-
hood, Anthony attended
Cleveland Central Catholic
High School. He was very
proud of his Italian-Amer-
ican heritage and made a
point of returning to Little

Anthony J. Gazzuolo
March 9, 1958 — Nov. 21, 2021

Italy as often as possible,
even after moving to Cali-
fornia.

After marrying the love
of his life Eileen Mulroy
in 1980, they moved to
the Cleveland suburbs. Al-
though he worked as a retail
parts manager for various
car dealerships, Anthony
worked on his gardening
skills in his free time, re-
sulting in a huge supply of
summer harvest fruits! Dur-
ing this time, he also was a
member of the Knights of
Columbus Council 5405, a
membership he maintained
even after moving out of
state.

In 1993 the family moved
to Livermore, California,
where Anthony put his
gardening skills to use by
starting his own company

Tri-Valley Garden and
Lawn Care. This also gave
him the opportunity to set
his own hours and help in
many areas of his children’s
lives —working as a monitor
at the middle school, help-
ing coach softball teams
and running them around
to softball, soccer and band
events. His gardens in his
yard were always beauti-
ful — and he leaves behind
gorgeous rose bushes for
his family and neighbors to
enjoy.

Anthony was a bear of a
man with a heart of gold who
loved both his Budweiser
but also a good glass of
wine, his cigars, the Cleve-
land Browns and Indians
(although they drove him
crazy!), and his dog Vinny.
At heart, he was a family
man and was happiest grill-
ing dinner on his back patio
surrounded by family and
friends with Dean Martin or
Beatles music playing in the
background.

There will be a celebration
of life and burial in Cleve-
land in early 2022. In lieu of
flowers, the family requests
donations to Hope Hospice,
Dublin, California, or Val-
ley Humane Society, Pleas-
anton, California.
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The Foothill High School varsity football team huddles during a game against Rancho
Cotate High, Nov. 20. The Falcons won 35-7. (Photo - Nathan Canilao)

Foothill Wins on the Road Against Rancho Cotate

By Nathan Canilao

The Foothill High School
football team won its second-
round North Coast Section
(NCS) playoff game against
No. 2 seeded Rancho Cotate
High School 35-7 on Nov.
20. This gives the Falcons
their 10th win overall and
advances them to the NCS
title game.

The first quarter started
off hot for the Falcons. Senior
quarterback Nick Walsh hit
senior running back Trevor
Barros for a 26-yard score,
putting the Falcons up 7-0
early.

The Falcons were able to
force a three and out on the
Cougars’ first possession.
The Falcons were able to get
another score at the end of the
first quarter with a 12-yard
run by sophomore running
back Jackson Chandler, put-
ting them up 14-0 at the end
of the first quarter.

The Cougars were able
to stop some of the Falcons’
quick scoring in the second
quarter and were able to hold
them scoreless throughout
the second quarter. The Cou-
gars were even able to block
a Foothill field goal early in
the second quarter.

But the Falcons’ defense
stepped up and forced the
Cougars into two consecutive
punts. They ended the half
with a 14-point lead heading
into the third quarter.

The Falcons carried their
momentum into the second
half. They were able to stop
the Cougars on their first pos-
session by forcing a three and

out. The Falcons then scored
ona 12-yard run by Chandler
putting them up three scores
at the end of the third quarter.

The Falcons closed out
the fourth quarter on a 14-7
run, giving them the 35-7
win.

The Falcons put up a sub-
stantial number of points, but
their defense is what won
them the game. They held
the Cougars to just 7 points
even though the Cougars
averaged 38.5 through their
first 11 matches.

“We knew they were a
tremendously athletic team,”
said Falcons Head Coach
Greg Haubner. “We knew
we had a big challenge on
our hands.”

The Falcons’ defense was
disruptive all night as they
did not allow the Cougars to
cross the 50-yard line until
the third quarter. The Falcons
forced 4.5 sacks on the night
and were able to get pressure
on the quarterback 20 times
during the game. They also
caused two interceptions on
the night courtesy of seniors
Kenny Olson and Gianni
Addiego.

Freshman Chris Lawson
also had a big game for the
Falcons. Lawson played
both sides of the ball and was
able to make plays when the
Falcons needed him.

“Chris is the most highly
skilled freshman | have ever
met,” said Haubner. “In the
20 plus years of coaching,
he’s the highest skilled fresh-
man | have ever met.”

Lawson was given the
task of shadowing three-

star Cougars wide receiver
Sailasa Vadrawale. Law-
son completely shut down
Vadrawale, keeping him out
of the endzone the entire
game.

On the sidelines, Law-
son’s family was talking to
him through a bullhorn and
giving him pointers on what
they wanted to see from him.
Lawson credits his family to
his success as a freshman.

“They taught me a lot.
They’re the reason | play
football,” said Lawson.

Walsh turned in a key
performance for the Falcons,
going 10/16 for 118 yards
and one touchdown. He also
turned in 25 yards rushing
on the night. His biggest
contribution was his abil-
ity to improvise when plays
broke down. Walsh used his
scrambling ability well in this
game to evade defenders and
extend plays.

“He makes plays with his
feet; obviously, he can throw
the ball far,” said Haubner.
“But he also does a great job
managing the offense when
he’s out there.”

The Falcons will go on
to play Campolindo High
School on Nov. 27 for the
NCS championship. Cam-
polindo has had a down year
to their standards but has
been a football powerhouse
for the last ten years.

“1 am very familiar with
Campo’s success as a pro-
gram, and they have gotten
better as a team towards the
back end of the season,” said
Haubner. “I think it’s going to
be a great matchup.”

Amador Loses in Second Round

By Nathan Canilao

The Amador Valley girls’
water polo team was de-
feated in the second round
of California Interscholastic
Federation (CIF) playoffs
by Acalanes High School
on Nov. 18 by a score of
11-4. The Dons’ season ends

as they finish with a 23-5
record.

The Dons had trouble
scoring in the first half.
Acalanes was able to force
the Dons into taking shots
toward the end of the shot
clock from farther away
than the Dons hoped. The

Amador Valley’s goalie Erin Brown deflects a shot during
the second round of the Nov. 18, CIF NorCal Girls Water
Polo Championships, Division 2 against Acalanes High
School in Lafayette. Acalanes won the match 11-4 [See
photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia]

(Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

of CIF Playoffs

Dons also had trouble get-
ting into their early offense
as Acalanes was able to drop
back into coverage very
quickly.

Acalanes was also able to
getinto arhythm early in the
game as they scored 6 points
in the first half. The Dons
made a little run at the end
of the second quarter and cut
the lead to just 4 at halftime.

The Dons failed to gain
momentum in the second
half. They were shut out
in the third quarter, failing
to get a score. Meanwhile,
Acalanes extended its lead
by scoring three straight
goals in the third quarter.
Acalanes finished out the
game strong and won 11-4.

The Dons’ season ends,
and they will finish with a
23-5 record while winning
the East Bay Athletic League
championship. They re-
mained undefeated in league
play and did not lose back-
to-back games the entire
season.

The Dons will only be
graduating four players,
meaning they will retain
their core from this year.
They will look to bounce
back next year with a return
to state playoffs in sight.

Amador Bounces Back to Win First Round

By Nathan Canilao

The Amador Valley High
School girls” water polo
team defeated the Carondelet
Cougars by a score of 11-5
on Nov. 16, bouncing back
from a North Coast Section
(NCS) semi-final loss to
Campolindo and advancing
to the second round of the
California Interscholastic
Federation (CIF) playoffs.

The Dons dominated the
first half. They allowed only
one goal the entire half and
made it difficult for the Cou-
gars to get clean looks near
the goal. A big part of the
Dons’ defensive success
goes to junior goalie Erin
Brown who had a bunch of
key saves for the Dons.

“We have great commu-
nication on defense, it is all

anchored by Erin Brown,”
said Amador Valley head
coach Tim Reilly. “I rest
assured that she will play
at a very high-level college.
She’s kept this team together
even when they have had
defensive breakdowns, she’s
the one that’s always been
there.”

The second half was
much of the same for the
Dons. They held onto their
lead despite the Cougars
going on a bit of a run in the
second half.

Despite the win, Reilly
was adamant in his team
huddle after the game that
the effort wasn’t enough. He
relayed to his players that
the effort they gave in their
performance would not be
enough to win a state title.

“We need to be able to
come out fast and strong and
to continue to be consistent,”
said Reilly.

The Dons got a much-
needed win after their NCS
semi-final loss to Campolin-
do in which they gave up 19
goals, the most they have
ever given up this season.
Reilly praised his team’s
ability to respond to adver-
sity after a loss in the win
against the Cougars.

The Dons will move on
to the second round where
they will face Acalanes
High School in Lafayette on
Nov. 18. The Dons lost to
Acalanes earlier in the sea-
son 9-8, but the team will be
looking to get that loss back
as they make their run for the
state championship.

Cowboys Lose Scrimmage to Castro Valley

By Nathan Canilao

The Livermore High
School boys’ soccer team
loses its first scrimmage
game to Castro Valley High
School by a score of 2-1
on Nov. 17. The Cowboys
stayed put at 0-0 as the game

did not count in the Califor-
nia Interscholastic Federa-
tion (CIF) scorebooks.

The first half started off
well for the Cowboys as they
struck first with a goal at the
10:31 mark. They were also
able to hold the Trojans from

The Livermore Cowboys soccer started their season with
a scrimmage against Castro Valley High on Wednesday,
Nov. 17. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/
multimedia] (Photo — Doug Jorgensen)

getting clean looks at the
goal as they kept pressure
on the Trojans’ midfielders.

The Trojans responded,
however, and were able to
get a goal at the 2:00 mark
to tie up the game going into
halftime.

The second half was back
and forth as both teams were
able to get good looks on the
attack but couldn’t finish.
The Trojans broke through
and were able to score at the
21:12 mark in the second
half. The Cowboys weren’t
able to break through the
Trojans defense and failed
to score a goal for the rest of
the half. The Trojans would
ultimately take the win 2-1
in a competitive outing.

The Cowboys won their
Nov. 18 home match against
Kennedy High School by a
score of 4-1 and will play
Antioch High School on
Dec. 2.

Boys' Basketball in the Tri-Valley is on a Roll

By Nathan Canilao

According to RealGM.
com, the Tri-Valley had
produced 40 boys' college
basketball players among
its collective high schools.
These schools include Foot-
hill, Amador, Dublin, Grana-
da and Livermore.

As of late, the Tri-Valley
has sent its best players
to Division 1 colleges to
play hoops at the highest
levels. Some of these play-
ers include Robby Beasley
(Montana University, Dublin
High), Caleb Oden (Nevada,
Dublin High), Jojo Mc-
Glaston (Bradley, Dublin
High) and Mac Hoffman
(Army, Amador Valley).
These are only the players
who made it to the highest
levels, but there are many
more who went to Division
2 and 3 colleges around the
nation.

Aftera COVID-19 short-
ened season in the spring
where there were no fans
in the stands, the Tri-Valley
high school basketball scene
is set to return. Student sec-
tions will be filled and the
four-month race to the top
will return. Fans should be
excited to see their local
teams competing once again.

This will be an interest-
ing year for the five public
high schools that make up
the Tri-Valley. Three of the
five teams finished with a
record of .500 or better in
the COVID-19 shortened
season. In the 2019 season,
four of five teams went to the
North Coast Section playoffs
and Granada was able to
go all the way to the NCS
championship.

Granada will look to re-
peat its success from the past
two years under head coach
Quaran Johnson. Johnson
has done a complete 180
with the Matadors as he is
yet to turn in a losing season
in his three years as head
coach.

The team will feature
senior Kevin Gad and junior
Andrew McKeever, two
players who should be in the
running for MVP of the East
Bay Athletic League.

On the other side of town,
Livermore High School is
the complete opposite. The
Cowboys have yet to win
a league game since 2014.
Livermore High has only
managed to secure nine
total league wins in the past
10 years.

The Cowboys will look to
change their losing ways this
year as they bring back three
seniors from last season. If
the Cowboys suffer another
zero-league win season, it
might be time to shake up

the coaching staff in order
to bring home some wins for
the green and gold.

A team who has already
mixed up their coaching
staff is Amador Valley. Head
coach Willis Gardner will
get a chance to coach a full
season after being hired in
February of last year. The
Colorado State alum has
been coaching in the Bay
Avrea for over seven years in
the Amateur Athletic Union
(AAU) circuit and will look
to continue Amador’s his-
torical successes.

The Foothill Falcons will
also be in the mix for a
league title. Under head
coach Jason Wallis, the Fal-
cons have sustained suc-
cess in the East Bay Ath-
letic League, and this season
should be no different. The
Falcons have a young team,
but Wallis has had success
in the past with developing
underclassmen.

The Dublin Gaels might
be the favorites to come out
of the Tri-Valley division of
the EBAL. They have a track
record of sending multiple
basketball players to play at
the Division 1 level, and this
year is much of the same.
Juniors Donovan Cooks
and Courtney Anderson
are in the running for best
duo in the Bay Area. Both
players have serious college
interest and will look to lead
the Gaels far into the NCS
playoffs.

The Gaels continue to

have the athleticism and skill
to compete for state titles
and they will be looking to
do the same this year. Under
head coach Tom Costello,
this team will be poised to
make a deep run into the
NCS playofts.

Not only will this year be
one of the more competitive
years for Tri-Valley basket-
ball, but the EBAL league
championship is wide open
as the competitive gap be-
tween teams has tightened.
There are new coaches, play-
ers and storylines that will
make this year that much
more exciting.

Tri-Valley basketball
is set to start this week.
The smell of popcorn at the
snack bar will return while
the sounds of 100 students
screaming and yelling will
be even louder. The high-
intensity games will be back
on TV30 and the gyms will
be roaring once again. The
only thing left to do is to sit
back and watch.
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 583845
The following person(s) doing
business as: Cup & Crone, 968
Bellflower Street, Livermore,
CA 94551, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Jen-
nifer Lee Christensen, 968
Bellflower Street, Livermore,
CA 94551. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the regis-
trant first commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Jennifer Lee  Christensen,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on October 21,
2021. Expires October 21,
2026. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5016. Published No-
vember 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 583797
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Gudhumn,
5407 Gracen Way, Dublin, CA
94568, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Eat
Laugh Lift LLC, 5407 Gracen
Way, Dublin, CA 94568. This
business is conducted by a
Limited Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed
above: 7/13/21. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Maniya-Georgia
M. Walker, Principal. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
20, 2021. Expires October
20, 2026. The Independent,
Legal No. 5017. Published
November 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 583915
The following person(s) doing
business as: You Didn't Ask
with Frankie and Tish, 2000
Baylor St., Union City, CA
94587, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): You
Didn't Ask LLC, 2000 Baylor
St., Union City, CA 94587.
This business is conducted
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name(s) listed
above: 9/29/21. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Vanessa Mack-
enzie, Manager. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
25, 2021. Expires October 25,
2026. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5018. Published No-
vember 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 583286
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. Books by
Melanie Bookkeeping Solu-
tions 2. Books by Melanie,
637 Estates St., Livermore, CA
94550, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Books
by Melanie LLC, 637 Estates
St., Livermore, CA 94550.
This business is conducted
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Melanie Antonio,
Managing Director. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
11, 2021. Expires October
11, 2026. The Independent,
Legal No. 5019. Published
November 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 583782
The following person(s) doing
business as: Pleasanton Event
Rentals, 4577 Las positas Rd
Ste A, Livermore, Ca 94551-
9615, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Pleas-
anton Rentals, Inc., 4577 Las
positas Rd Ste A, Livermore,
Ca 94551-9615. This business
is conducted by a Corpora-
tion. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the fic-
titious business name(s) listed
above: 5/19/2015. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Sherri Creigh-
ton, President. This statement
was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
20, 2021. Expires October
20, 2026. The Independent,
Legal No. 5020. Published
November 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

by registered by the following
owner(s): Patricia Machado,
3865 Harvard Way, Livermore,
CA 94550. This business
is conducted by a Married
Couple. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Aaron Machado,
Owner/Operator. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
29, 2021. Expires October
29, 2026. The Independent,
Legal No. 5022. Published
November 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584192
The following person(s) doing
business as: Iron Horse Heat-
ing and Cooling, 4315 Amherst
Way, Livermore, CA 94550, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Jess Daniel
Bouscal, 4315 Amherst Way,
Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Jess Bous-
cal, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 4,
2021. Expires November 4,
2026. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5024. Published 11,
18, 25, December 2, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 583997
The following person(s) doing
business as: Iron Tri-Valley
Pictures, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Ja-
cob Vital, 363 Holladay CT,
Livermore, CA 94551; Francis
Hamada, 785 Loma Verde
Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94303;
Rosalinda Ferdin Cruz, 2033
La Salle Drive, San Mateo,
CA 94403. This business is
conducted by a Limited Part-
nership. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 10/21/21. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Jacob
Vital, Partner. This statement
was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
27, 2021. Expires October
27, 2026. The Independent,
Legal No. 5025. Published
11, 18, 25, December 2, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 583846
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1. Sunset
Supply 2. Palisades Lumber
3. Integrated Technology Ser-
vices, 25886 Clawiter Road,
Hayward, CA 94545, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s):  ProCraft  Equip-
ment LLC, 25886 Clawiter
Road, Hayward, CA 94545,
. This business is conducted
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 9/26/2016. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: David C.
Becker, Manager. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October
21, 2021. Expires October
21, 2026. The Independent,
Legal No. 5026. Published
11, 18, 25, December 2, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584171
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Paz Studio,
2200 Adeline Street, Ste 305,
Oakland, CA 94607, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Colleen Paz and As-
sociates Architectural Corpora-
tion, 2200 Adeline Street, Ste
305, Oakland, CA 94607. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 9/1/2020. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Colleen
Paz, President. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 4,
2021. Expires November 4,
2026. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5027. Published 11,
18, 25, December 2, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 583992
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Luna Dance
Collective, 5399 Hillflower Dr.,
Livermore, CA 94551, is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Cecilia Cano Balboa,
5399 Hillflower Dr., Livermore,
CA 94551; Lisa Wiedlin, 945
Fulton Way, Hollister, CA
95023. This business is con-
ducted by a General Partner-
ship. The date on which the

for a decree changing names
as follows:

Present Name:

Skyla Jennifer Bowron
Proposed Name:

Skyla Jennifer Pineda

THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the
name changes described
above must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons
for the objection at least two
court days before the matter
is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the peti-
tion should not be granted. If
no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 1/14/2022

Time: 11:00 AM

Dept: 17

The address of the court is:
Alameda County
Administration Building
1221 Oak Street

Oakland, CA 94612

A copy of this Order To Show
Cause shall be published
at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on
the petition in the following
newspaper of general circu-
lation printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: November 5, 2021 /s/:
Judge Tara M. Desautels.
The  Independent, Legal
No. 5029. Published 11,
18, 25, December 2, 2021.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 21CV001646

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED

PERSONS:

Petitioner:

Tracie Leigh Roddick

5584 Hermitage Court

Livermore, CA 94551

Telephone: 925-640-7806

E-Mail: tracierohm @att.net

filed a petition with this court

for a decree changing names

as follows:

Present Name:

Tracie Leigh Roddick

Proposed Name:

Tracie Leigh Rohm

THE COURT ORDERS

that all persons interested in

this matter appear before this

court at the hearing indicated

below to show cause, if any,

why the petition for change of

name should not be granted.

Any person objecting to the

name changes described

above must file a written objec-

tion that includes the reasons

for the objection at least two

court days before the matter

is scheduled to be heard and

must appear at the hearing

to show cause why the peti-

tion should not be granted. If

no written objection is timely

filed, the court may grant the

petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: 1/2/2022

Time: 11:00 AM

Dept: 17

The address of the court is:

Alameda County

Administration Building

1221 Oak Street

Oakland, CA 94612

A copy of this Order To Show

Cause shall be published

at least once each week for

four successive weeks prior

to the date set for hearing on

the petition in the following

newspaper of general circu-

lation printed in this county:

The Independent Newspaper

2250 First Street,

Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: November 6, 2021 /s/:

Judge Tara M. Desautels.

The  Independent, Legal

No. 5030. Published 18,

25, December 2, 9, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584153
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Jeppson
Construction, 828 S K Street,
Livermore, CA 94550, is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing  owner(s):  Gregory
W. Jeppson, 828 S K Street,
Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 11/1/2021. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Greg-
ory W. Jeppson, Sole Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 4, 2021.

18, 25, December 2, 9, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584280
The following person(s) doing
business as: Humbowl, 2975
College Ave, Berkeley, CA
94705, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Victuals
LLC, 2548 Arlington Bivd, El
Cerrito, CA 94530. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited
Liability Company. The date on
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business
under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above: N/A.
Signature of  Registrant/s/:
Eric Wright, Managing Mem-
ber. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on November 9, 2021.
Expires November 8, 2026.
The Independent, Legal No.
5033. Published November
18, 25, December 2, 9, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584466
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Redwood
Dynamics, 3301 Sutton Loop,
Fremont, CA 94536, is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Marc Vittoria, 3301
Sutton Loop, Fremont, CA
94536. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed
above: 11/10/2021. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Marc Vittoria,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on November 19,
2021. Expires November 18,
2026. The Independent, Legal
No. 5034. Published November
25, December 2, 9, 16, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584247
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1.Sunshine Trade
Co, LTD 2. Sunrise Trade
Co., LTD 3. Sunny Trade Co.,
LTD, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Tao
Wang, 5364 Moonflower Way,
Livermore, CA 94551. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 11/8/2021. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Tao
Wong, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 8,
2021. Expires November 7,
2026. The Independent, Legal
No. 5035. Published November
25, December 2, 9, 16, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584466
The following person(s) doing
business as: 1.Sunshine Trade
Co, LTD 2. Sunrise Trade
Co., LTD 3. Sunny Trade Co.,
LTD, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Tao
Wang, 5364 Moonflower Way,
Livermore, CA 94551. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 11/8/2021. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Tao
Wong, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 8,
2021. Expires November 7,
2026. The Independent, Legal
No. 5035. Published November
25, December 2, 9, 16, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584352
The following person(s) doing
business as: LBC Notary, 777
Poinciana Street, Hayward, CA
94545, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Llar-
enyz Baran Caraballo, 777
Poinciana Street, Hayward, CA
94545. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Llarenys Bazan Caraballo,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on November 12,
2021. Expires November 11,
2026. The Independent, Legal
No. 5036. Published November
25, December 2, 9, 16, 2021.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 584048
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: tnd-co, 1031
45th  Street, Emeryville, CA
94608, is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Tracy
Nedderman, 1031 45th Street,
Emeryville, CA 94608. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced

was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on November 1,
2021. Expires October 31,
2026. The Independent, Legal
No. 5038. Published November
25, December 2, 9, 16, 2021.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
(925)426-8656

Tri-Valley

Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue

Our current weekly adop-
tion events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmers Market in
Pleasanton. The location is
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St.
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-

tens at Dublin PetSmart,
6960 Amador Plaza Rd.
Hours:  11am to  3pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to
see adoptable animals,
volunteer opportuni-
ties, and how to donate.

Follow  TRI-VALLEY  ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION
Cat & kitten adoptions now
at the new Livermore Petco
on Saturdays from 10:00AM
to 2:30PM. We have many
adorable, tame kittens that
have been tested for FiV &
FELV, altered & vaccinated.
We also have adult cats
& ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT

J.B. Hunt is Hiring
Class A truck drivers for
a local driving job! Driv-

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau
before you send money or
fees. Read and understand
any contracts before you
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
CLASSIFIED ADS
go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD
SALES

FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it
Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call
(408)897-3156

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

independentnews.com

Your Daily
Online Local
News.

independentnews.com

Follow us on n D

MIKE FRACISCO "##
(925) 998-8131 V= o
Fracisco Realty

Residential » Commercial * Property Mgmt

m MikeFracisco.com
DRE #01378428

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading
Real Estate Professionals & Services

A

REALTOR®

tqﬂ" 3

2yt

DENNIS SERRAO
Broker Associate /REALTOR
Serving Livermore & Tri-Valley since 1999
dennis.rebroker@gmail.com
TriValleyHomeSellers.com

(925) 876-3756

Cal BRE#01251442

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

)

CalBRE #01256255 / #01741240 /
#01943073 / #01193347

/ \

DRE#01323804
SR wWww.GreciGroup.com

Dominic Greci

(925) 525-0864

THE KRISTY
PEIXOTO TEAM

Luxury homes, Ranches & Land Realtors

(925) 621-1210
TheKristyPeixotoTeam@gmail.com

TheKristyPeixotoTeam.com

e PREFERRED BROKERS
Wanda Thompson

925.858.9128

8 411 So L St, Suite E, Livermore
CA DRE #00983781 / NMLS#244633

7\ Gail Hender son

BROKER ASSOCIATE, MPA
COMMERCIAL ® RESIDENTIAL

(925) 980-5648

homes@gailhender son.com
www.gailhender son.com

DRE 01709171 SETE"U — |

-
~a

HATHAWAY

HomeServees

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

WWW.SANDEEU.COM

BERKSHIRE | Drysdale

CalBRE#00855150

Specializing in
Livermore's

Properties  Finest Homes

REALTOR®™

925.518.2142

NICOLE SWEENEY

nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com

LEGACY 1686 Second St, Livermore
L EST CalBRE #01965816

Always There For You

MARTI GILBERT

550 MAIN STREET, PLEASANTON
marti@homesbymarti.com
DRE 01520061

IRONHORSE
REALESTATE.

: Linda Newton
= REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

(925) 216-2015

REAL ESTATE

Linda@ElationRE.com
ElationRE.com

(Vq”

DRE #01312631

CHASE ©
Michelle Elliott

Senior Home Lending Advisor
925-212-6907 | Fax: 866-378-1616
michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott @

NMLS ID: 694685

Mortgage Banking

Serving Livermore and
Danville areas

Call/Text:

Gordon Corsie
Real Estate Broker

8 Scotsman Realty Group
CA DRE Lic # 0091100

925.202.5497

4 www.thescotsman.com

ESCOI_ SMAN

19351290 K480

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:

925.243.8010 kim@independentnews.com
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Moving forward, together.

Right now, in this moment of uncertainty, there’s a
promise we can count on: together, we’ll continue
to rise to the challenge and find a way forward.

Stanford Medicine, made up of Stanford Children’s
Health, Stanford School of Medicine, and Stanford
Health Care, is working to end this pandemic.

We’reansweringtheuncertaintywithanunwavering
commitment to our community, and meeting this
momentwith courage,compassion,and innovation.

Thank You, Bay Area, for standing with us, together.

Today. Tomorrow. Always.

We are here for you.

Children’s Health  School of Medicine  Health Care stanfordmedicine.org




