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Police, City
Negotiations
Turn to State
Arbitration

By David Jen

PLEASANTON — The
July 18 mediation session
between the city and the
Pleasanton Police Officers’
Association (PPOA) failed
to bring police-contract ne-
gotiations to an agreement.

At the end of the session,
the PPOA instead filed a
request with the Public Em-
ployment Relations Board
for fact finding, planned
roughly for the end of Sep-
tember, depending on the
schedules of the city, the
PPOA and the neutral-party
arbitrator assigned by the
state.

“The city will propose
their case; they’ll open up
their books (and), based
on their budget, say this is
why we’re offering this,”
explained PPOA Vice Pres-
ident Chris Lewellyn to The
Independent. “And the union
will then state our case like,
this is why we are looking for
a certain compensation based
on these reasons. We’re just
forming an argument from
both sides to a neutral party,
who will make a decision.”

Both sides have agreed,
however, that the arbitrator’s
decision will be non-binding.

(See ARBITRATION, page 7)

NIF Achieves
Ignition Again

Greater Energy Returned

By Jeff Garberson

REGIONAL — Lawrence
Livermore National Labo-
ratory (LLNL) researchers
have reportedly duplicated
last December’s historic ex-
periment in which the huge
National Ignition Facility la-
ser ignited a small capsule of
fusion fuel, generating 50%
more energy in the ensuing
explosion than was needed
to trigger it.

The latest experiment
took place July 30 and is
presently being analyzed so
that detailed results can be
presented at future scientific
conferences and published
in journals, a Laboratory
spokesperson said.

The Laboratory declined
to give details about the
July 30 experiment beyond
acknowledging its date, the
fact that it had demonstrated
the key process known as
ignition and that it had gen-
erated more energy than did
last December’s experiment.

Ignition in the fusion
energy context refers to
creation of a hot zone in the
core of a compressed fusion
fuel target that then ignites
the fuel around it, leading to
a sudden, explosive release
of thermonuclear energy.

There is intense inter-
national interest in the NIF
research because research
teams from around the world
have been trying since the
1950s to harness nuclear
fusion for energy purposes.

That includes the so-
called “inertial fusion” ap-
proach centered at LLNL
and the more traditional
“magnetic confinement”
approach now centered at a
project in southern France.

As this week’s rush of
news articles shows, interest
has been intensified even
by the sparse information

(See IGNITION, page 9)
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Dublin Unified
5 School District

Emerald High School administrators, above, speak to new students during a recent
orientation. This year, 350 freshman will become the first students at Dublin’s new
high school, which is set to open in January 2024. Until then, they will share a campus
with Dublin High School. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia]

(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Dublin’s First Emerald High School
Class Readies for Inaugural Year

By Dawnmarie Fehr

DUBLIN — Dublin’s new
high school isn’t quite ready
to open its doors, but the 350
students of Emerald High
School’s (EHS) inaugural
freshman class attended
their first orientation this
week. They should see their
new campus in January.
While they wait for the
first phase of construction
at EHS to be completed,
students, staff and admin-
istrators of the new school
will begin this year on Dub-
lin High School’s campus,
using a set of portable class-
rooms at their temporary
site. Principal Francis Rojas
has spent the past 13 months

preparing for this moment
and said he is excited to
start the new school year,
and later officially welcome
students to Emerald High.
“It’s feeling real,” he
said. “I can’t wait for fresh-
man orientation ... the Dub-
lin community has been
so supportive; the families
have been so supportive.”
Dublin Unified School
District (DUSD) Spokes-
person Chip Dehnert said
the target date for finishing
Phase 1 of EHS construc-
tion is Dec. 31, allowing
the school to accommodate
1,300 students. However,
only freshman will be on
campus the first year. An-

other class will be added
each year, so that in four
years, all four classes will
be attending. Phase 2 of
construction has a target
finish date of spring 2025
and will increase capacity
to 2,500 students.

Phase 1 calls for admin-
istrative and student union
buildings, a kitchen, a visual
and performing arts center,
a library, a gym and lock-
er rooms, one classroom
tower, tennis courts, sports
fields and a track. Some of
the construction currently
complete includes the tennis
courts and running track
around the football stadium;

(See EMERALD, page 9)

Work Underway on Valley Avenue

By David Jen

PLEASANTON — Driving
along Valley Avenue near
the fairgrounds may take a
little longer than it used to.
Traffic changes, designed to
reduce collisions at the ex-
pense of vehicle-wait times,
began at the intersection
of Valley and Paseo Santa
Cruz South on Aug. 1 and
will continue through Oct.
1 as the city video-monitors
traffic behavior in response
to the changes.

The first phase of the
study brings the four cross-

walks closer together, to-
ward the center of the inter-
section, while also testing
the effects of new bike-lane
buffers, green-painted bike-
lane areas, and curb lines at
the intersection.

“These intersections spe-
cifically are mentioned by
residents as one of the top
reasons they do not allow
their children to walk or
bike to school, so the city is
taking steps to improve the
safety of the streets in the
area,” said Communications
Manager Heather Tiernan to

The Independent.

Both Walnut Grove El-
ementary School and Har-
vest Park Middle School
lie within a mile of the two
intersections under study.

About 31% of Walnut
Grove students and 34% of
Harvest Park students either
walked or biked to school
in 2017-18, according to
data from Alameda Coun-
ty’s Safe Route to Schools
program.

Police-collision reports
showed that many stop-sign

(See VALLEY, page 9)

Chief Presses DA
To Increase Charges
In Robbery Case

By Larry Altman

LIVERMORE — Police
Chief Jeramy Young re-
cently called upon Alameda
County District Attorney
Pamela Price to toughen the
charges against a violent pa-
rolee suspected of severely
beating a robbery victim at
a Livermore shopping center
in May.

Price declined, saying
that although she recognized
the crime was “shocking and
totally unacceptable in any
community,” longer sen-
tences do not improve public
safety, lead to higher rates
of recidivism, and Alameda
County residents elected her
to institute criminal justice
reform.

“The Alameda County
District Attorney’s Office
is committed to a justice
system that is fair, equitable
and effective,” Price wrote
in aJuly 21 letter to Young.
“Our office has adopted
a policy to not charge en-

hancements that add extra
time onto the base crimes
that carry significant prison
sentences, unless there are
extraordinary circumstances
involving harm to vulnera-
ble victims or extreme acts
of violence.”

In an interview with The
Independent, Young said he
believed the offenses com-
mitted May 21 were clearly
eligible for “enhancements,”
which are laws that Cali-
fornia’s legislature began
adding to the Penal Code in
the 1990s when crime was
especially rampant and res-
idents demanded criminals
be sent to prison for lengthy
terms. Enhancements — for
offenses including gun use,
hate crimes and gang mem-
bership — could be tacked
on to the base terms for
robbery, assault and other
crimes, sometimes extend-
ing prison terms for decades.

The disagreement be-

(See ROBBERY, page 10)

Livermore Airport

Commission Presents
Noise-Complaint Stats

By David Jen

LIVERMORE — Air-
craft-noise concerns around
Livermore Municipal Air-
port rose throughout this
year’s second quarter. Res-
idents continued to focus
on the volume of noise, as
opposed to aircraft altitudes,
speeds, routes or night oper-
ations, according to a report
presented at the Aug. 7 Air-
port Commission meeting.

The airport received 201
noise complaints in June,
compared to 191 in May
and 149 complaints in April.
Reports have averaged 178
complaints per month this
year.

The numbers represent
the first three months of
data collected by the city’s
new noise-reporting sys-
tem, developed by Casper
Sustainable Aero Solutions,
that displays flight-path
visualizations on a 10-min-
ute delay to help reporters
identify offending aircraft.
But compared to the city’s
previous system, the new
Casper tool removes the

ability to enter free-form de-
scriptions of noise concerns,
which some residents said
hampers mitigation efforts.

“Aircraft types, call
signs, and descriptions are
deleted,” wrote Livermore
resident Donna Cabanne in
a letter to The Independent.
“Now complaint informa-
tion is limited to night ops,
too loud, too low, too fast,
and circling.”

Livermore resident
Felicia Ziomek echoed
Cabanne’s concerns at the
meeting.

“By not seeing the exact
nature of the complaint,
that minimizes the issues
and doesn’t give the Airport
Commission information to
make informed decisions
about how to address the
issue or to see how bad the
issue is,” said Ziomek.

Commission Chair Adam
Bertsch, however, felt the
commission still had enough
information with the new
tool.

“l understand the point

(See AIRPORT, page 9)

Artist’s Talent Contributes to
Livermore Multi-Media Exhibit

By Christina Cavallaro

LIVERMORE — Anyone
who has ever stood in front
of a piece of art and won-
dered what the artist was
thinking would know that
it’s a rare opportunity to get
inside the creator’s mind
and find out. Chatting with
Livermore digital illus-
trator Ney Hoato, whose
pronouns are they/them/he,
was just that chance.

“I’ve always been very
introspective and in my
own head. | have a lot of
stories in here,” he said,
laughing and softly point-
ing to his temple. “It takes
a while for me to put it all
down somewhere. Some-
times, it’s justan idea in my
head, and then 1I’'m writing
what would be paragraphs
and paragraphs in the notes
app on my iPhone.”

| SUNDAE

As sweet as her namesake, Sundae is a delightful

Hoato’s work, along
with that of approximately
20 other artists, is current-
ly displayed in the Uncle
Credit Union Gallery as
part of an exhibit called,
“Comic Crossing: The Art
of the Graphic Novel.” It
was showcased at the recent
ComicCon event hosted
by Livermore Valley Arts
inside and outside of the
Bankhead Theater on July
22 to a record crowd turn-
out. The multi-media dis-
play of artwork is available
for viewing through Oct. 8.

Anne Giancola, Valley
Arts visual arts and educa-
tion manager, was the one
who initially encouraged
Hoato to submit his work
to the show. She pointed out
that, of the 50 or so pieces
on display, Hoato’s caught

(See ARTIST, page 5)

Livermore resident Ney Hoato is one of 20 artis
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at the Uncle Credit Union Gallery in Livermore. Hoato’s work is part of an exhibit called
“Comic Crossing: The Art of the Graphic Novel.” The multi-media display is available for
viewing through October 8. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia]

(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

PET OF THE WEEK

treat. She loves being close to people and getting

lots of pets, as well as gazing out the window,
dreaming of her next dessert. Ready to bring
her home as the cherry on top of your life?
. Visit valleyhumane.org to learn more or email
- | info@valleyhumane.org to start the adoption

application process.
(Photo - Valley Humane Society)
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Longtime Collector Showcases Display of Barbie Memorabilia

By Dawnmarie Fehr

Barbie is enjoying a
resurgence in popularity
thanks to the release of
the new movie, “Barbie,”
The dolls are popping up
all over.

They are thick on the
ground in Pleasanton’s
Stoneridge Creek Retire-
ment Community, where
resident Dorothy “Dottie”
Soule offered up her collec-
tion of 145 Barbie dolls for
display this month.

Dorothy “Dottie” Soule displays her extensive collection of
Barbies that are on display this month at the Stoneridge
Creek Retirement Community in Pleasanton. Soule has
over 145 of the iconic dolls. [See photo gallery at www.
independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

“l love Barbie,” Soule,
88, said when asked about
her collection. “And I loved
the movie. | thought it was
fun. I know there was an un-
derlying message to it, but |
just enjoyed the whole thing,
and | thought the acting was
just terrific.”

Soule began buying Bar-
bie dolls for her four daugh-
ters when they were young.
Once they were grown, she
donated all the dolls, clothes
and accessories to Goodwill.
Then in 1980, she started
buying them again, this time
for herself.

“I was out shopping, and
I saw some Barbies and they
were so pretty, | just decided
to start buying them again,”
Soule said. “And then |
couldn’t stop.”

For 20 years, Soule
picked up dolls, doll sets,
and special editions based
on one simple criterion:
she liked them. From the
Barbie Elvis gift set to the
Hollywood Legend set of
“The Wizard of Oz,” Soule
has Barbies — and even
some Kens — in every kind

of costume from motorcycle
outfits to formal gowns.

When asked about a fa-
vorite, she said she couldn’t
pick just one.

“l don’t really have a
favorite,” she said. “But | do
love the Bob Mackie Collec-
tion, and | am a Golden State
Warriors fan, and | have a
Warriors Barbie | purchased
about 25 years ago and |
cherish that one.”

Susan Filice is the life en-
richment director at Stoner-
idge Creek and helped Soule
choose 38 Barbies to place
in the community’s display
case. Though it’s not open
to the public, the display has
delighted residents.

“It’s by far the most pop-
ular exhibit we’ve had in
our case here,” Filice said.
“Every time | walk out of
the office, there’s people
standing there, men and
women alike, sharing their
stories about the Barbies
they remember. They are
mesmerized by the details,
especially the bead work
on the Mackie designs. It’s
quite a sight to see.”

Filice noted the case
holds displays of residents’
items every month, often
themed according to holiday
or season. For now, Soule
said she is happy to see her
dolls out of their boxes,
bringing smiles to her neigh-
bors’ faces.

“Everyone is coming up
to me and thanking me for
putting them on display,”
she said. “I’m just over-
whelmed with people show-
ing an interest like that.”

For more information
on Stoneridge Creek, visit
www.stoneridgecreek.com.
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Linda Diaz Futral

Broker/Realtor
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linda@lindafutral.com
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1165 Xavier Way, Livermore
4 bed 2.5 bath, ~2072 sq ft, ~7082 lot

Classic custom home with
so much to offer.

Call for a preview showing!

Bankhead to Host ‘Five for Fighting,” Bobby McFerrin

Following the annual
Brilliance at the Bank-
head gala on Sept. 9, with
headliner Jason Alexan-
der, Livermore Valley Arts
will launch the 2023-2024
Bankhead Present lineup
with “Five for Fighting with
String Quartet” on Friday,
Sept. 15, followed the next
day by “Bobby McFerrin:
Motion.”

Alexander is best known
for his role as George Cos-
tanza on the long-running
television series “Stein-
feld.” More recently the ac-
tor and Broadway performer
has had a recurring role as
Mr. Lundy on the TV series
“Young Sheldon.”

Five for Fighting is the
stage name for Los Ange-

L

les-born singer-songwrit-
er and pianist Vladimir
John Ondrasik, known for
his sentimental soft rock
ballads, including “Super-
man (It’s Not Easy),” “100
Years,” and “The Riddle.”
His music has also been
featured in more than 350
films, television shows, and
commercials.

Ondrasik recently trav-
eled to Kyiv to create a
music video for his latest
release, “Can One Man
Save the World?” with a
Ukrainian orchestra.

He will be joined onstage
at the Bankhead Theater
by Broadway actor Chris
Cardona playing the viola,
Peter Sachon playing cello,
Tony award winner Katie

Grammy award winner Bobby McFerrin will be part of the
Livermore Valley Arts “Bankhead Present” lineup for 2023-
24. McFerrin will perform on Saturday, Sept. 16 for a 3 p.m.
matinee performance. (Photo courtesy of Livermore Valley Arts)

Kresek playing violin, and
Grammy-nominated Jeremy
Kittle, also playing violin.

Tickets for the 8 p.m.
Five for Fighting perfor-
mance start at $35, with
discounts for students and
active military personnel.

On Saturday, Sept. 16,
10-time Grammy award
winner Bobby McFerrin
will take the stage for a 3
p.m. matinee performance.

McFerrin, whose iconic
“Don’t Worry, Be Happy,”
topped the pop charts in
1988, is known for his range
of vocal techniques, from
jumps in pitch and his solo
acapella performances to
beatbox.

The 73-year-old sing-
er-songwriter, who re-
ceived a Grammy Lifetime
Achievement Award this
year, will be accompanied
by a full band and the Liver-
more-based Valley Concert
Chorale.

Tickets to “Bobby Mc-
Ferrin: Motion” start at $70.

The Bankhead will also
welcome Bay Area native
Kari Byron, best known
as part of the Build Team
on the long-running TV
series “MythBusters,” on
Thursday, Sept. 28, for the
first Rae Dorough Speakers
Series presentation of the
season.

Byron is currently host-
ing and producing “Crash
Test World,” which airs
on the Discovery network
and is streaming on EX-
PLR-media.com. She also
starred on Netflix’s “White
Rabbit Project,” where she
was joined by two former
“MythBusters” cohorts,

Tory Belleci and Grant
Imahara, in investigating
unsolved heists, jailbreaks,
superpower technology,
weird World War 11 weap-
ons, and other oddities.

In 2018, Byron pub-
lished a book about her ex-
periences, “Crash Test Girl,
An Unlikely Experiment in
Using the Scientific Method
to Answer Life’s Toughest
Questions.”

Tickets for the 7:30 p.m.
presentation, “An Evening
with Kari Byron — Crash
Test Girl,” start at $25.

The Bankhead will close
out the month with “When
You Wish Upon a Star: A
Jazz Tribute to 100 Years of
Disney” at 8 p.m. on Friday,
Sept. 29.

A newly formed band
with the National Jazz Mu-
seum in Harlem will per-
form such iconic Disney
songs as “Someday My
Prince Will Come,” “He’s a
Tramp,” “Everybody Wants
to be a Cat,” and “The Bare
Necessities.”

Appearing with the band
will be jazz and blues vo-
calist Kim Nally, named
the Most Influential African
American in the Bay Area
in 2005. Nally, who has a
doctorate in history from
the University of California,
Berkley, is also an author,
composer, and playwright.

Tickets to the Disney
jazz tribute start at $25.

Tickets for all perfor-
mances are available online
at livermorearts.org, by
calling 925-373-6800, or
at the Bankhead box office
window, 2400 First St.,
Livermore.
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Rep. Swalwell Issues Statement on Trump Indictment

“After years of avoid-
ing accountability, Donald
Trump is being brought to
justice,” Rep. Eric Swalwell
(D-CA) said in a statement
released after the former
president was indicted on
federal charges of attempt-
ing to interfere with the
2020 election.

“While he’s entitled to
his day in court, the indict-
ment makes a compelling
case that [Trump] lied to,
incited, and aimed a violent
mob at the Capitol to over-
turn an election he lost,”
Swalwell added, referring
to Jan. 6, 2021, when rioters
entered the Capitol in an
attempt to stop Congress
from certifying the results

of the 2020 election.

“In fact, the evidence
seems very clear that had
[Trump] conceded the elec-
tion when major media out-
lets called it, when the states
voted to certify the electoral
votes, or when every court
threw out his frivolous alle-
gations of voter fraud, Jan. 6
would not have happened,”
Swalwell said.

A grand jury, convened
by a special counsel ap-
pointed by the Department
of Justice, indicted Trump
on four counts. They includ-
ed conspiracy to defraud the
United States “for spread-
ing false claims about the
election that he knew were
false, conspiracy to obstruct

an official proceeding for
alleged planning by Trump
and his allies leading up
to Jan. 6, obstructing and
attempting to obstruct an of-
ficial proceeding following
the election in November
and prior to Jan. 6, and
conspiracy against rights,”
which refers to alleged at-
tempts by Trump and his
co-conspirators to “oppress,
threaten and intimidate”
people in their right to vote
in an election.

Trump, who is the lead-
ing GOP candidate for the
next presidential election in
2024, entered a plea of not
guilty on the charges.

Swalwell represents Cal-
ifornia’s 14th congressio-

City of Dublin Set to Begin Slurry Seal Project

Dublin is expected to be-
gin a slurry seal project on
portions of 37 city streets
later this month.

The project is current-
ly out for bid, with work
expected to begin mid to
late August, according to
the city.

The project will include
sealing existing cracks,
repairing pavement, slurry
seal asphalt surfacing, and

new traffic striping and
pavement markings.
Streets being treated will
be closed to all vehicle and
foot traffic for four to six
hours to allow the slurry
seal material to be installed
and dry, according to a city
announcement.
Contractors will post
signs indicating when
streets will be treated at
least 72 hours in advance,

although the city noted that
work could be delayed by
weather, equipment fail-
ures, or other issues.

The city urged resi-
dents to observe parking
restrictions and not drive
or walk on freshly in-
stalled slurry.

For a map of the af-
fected streets, go to dub-
lin.ca.gov/2223/Slur-
ry-Seal-2023.

nal district, which includes
Livermore, Pleasanton, and
parts of Dublin.

1 PRESCHOOL TEACHERS

15w o y .

.; .

Campus is across from Costco O] z=0
348 N Canyons Pkwy Livermore o

925.215.7707 lovschools.com & @ © @ Ok

Itelecl your i

2 WWLC&/

Call me today for your
free, no-obligation
review of your life
insurance needs! We
represent the most
competitive and
financially stable
insurance companies
and can find you the
best rate for your

needs. L/{Cé‘mjé 0¢1] 238

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
2020 Fourth Street, Livermore
(925) 447-2565 ext. 2200
mike@genemorganinsurance.com



www.independentnews.com

AUGUST 10, 2023 ¢ The Independent 3

Neighbors in the Gray Fox Circle community of
Pleasanton gathered on Tuesday, Aug. 2 to celebrate
National Night Qut. The annual event is a community-
building campaign designed to promote positive
relationships between the police and the public.
[See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/
multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

This year, Livermore Police visited 48 neighborhood
events for National Night Out on Tuesday, Aug. 1. Held
on the first Tuesday in August, the event promotes
neighborhood camaraderie and helps build partnerships
with law enforcement agencies. City leaders and staff
from the City of Livermore, Livermore-Pleasanton Fire,
CHP Dubin, Alameda County Sheriff’s Office, East Bay
Regional Park District Police, and LARPD also visited
partners with Livermore Police. (Photo courtesy of Livermore

Police Department)

New Members Elected to
Innovation Tri-Valley Board

Stephanie Beasly, with
Sandia National Labora-
tories, has been elected
to head the Innovation
Tri-Valley (ITV) Lead-
ership Group’s executive
board.

She succeeds Rick
Shumway, CEO of Stanford
Health Care Tri-Valley, who
served two years as board
chair.

The ITV Leadership
Group is a network of busi-
ness and civic leaders work-
ing to improve the econom-
ic climate and quality of life
in the Tri-Valley area.

Also elected to execu-
tive board positions were
Dr. Dyrell Foster, presi-
dent of Las Positas Com-
munity College, who will
serve as vice chair; Elsie
Quaite-Randall, deputy di-
rector of the Innovation
and Partnerships Office at

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory, who will
serve as board secretary;
and Don Marek, senior vice
president at Fremont Bank,
who will continue to serve
as treasurer.

Newly elected board
members include Rich
Hoyt, senior managing di-
rector at Newmark, Alex
Mehran Jr., president and
CEO of Sunset Develop-
ment, and Anthony Redon-
do, vice president of global
operations at Blackhawk
Network.

Beth McCormick of Mc-
Cormick Consulting, Tim
Sbranti, president of the
Chabot Las Positas College
District, John Sensiba, man-
aging partner of Sensiba
LLP, Shlend Sblendorio, at-
torney at Hoge Fenton, and
Shumway, will continue to
serve as board members.

Clockwise from bottom: Elsie-Quaite-Randall, Stephanie
Beasly, Dr. Dyrell Foster and Don Marek are the new
members of the Tri-Valley Leadership Group’s executive
board. (Photo courtesy of ITV)

District Announces New Administrators for School Year

The Livermore Valley
Joint Unified School Dis-
trict (LVJUSD) welcomes
new faces to administrative
roles for the 2023-24 school
year.

“When change occurs,
we are pleased to be able to
both promote from within
our organization and em-
brace new administrators
who bring fresh perspec-
tives to our district. We
look forward to all of our
leaders collaborating with
district and site staff as they
work towards their common
goals for student success
this year,” said Chris Van
Schaack, LVVJUSD superin-
tendent of schools.

Joe Michell TK-8

Donielle Machi has tak-
en the wheel as principal of
Joe Michell TK-8. Having
taught at Joe Michell prior
to her most recent vice prin-
cipal position at Junction
Avenue TK-8, Machi is
excited to return to familiar
surroundings to apply her
more than 20 years of ed-
ucational experience as the
leader of an International
Baccalaureate (IB) school.
“I look forward to building
upon Michell’s strong foun-
dation of IB curriculum and
culture of kindness, respect,
and acceptance. We hope to
shape not only exceptional
students, but also exception-
al human beings who will
make a positive impact in
the world,” said Machi.

Junction Avenue TK-8
Lauren Shiffrin has filled
the vice principal position
previously held by Machi
at Junction Avenue TK-
8. Shiffrin’s decade-long
career in education started
in Chicago and includes
experience in both elemen-
tary and secondary teaching
and special education. Most
recently, Shiffrin served as
an assistant principal in the
Morgan Hill Unified School
District. “I am excited to be
aJunction Bulldog and look
forward to supporting stu-
dents on their educational
journey,” Shiffrin said.

Livermore High

Roxana Mohammed
leads Livermore High as
principal after serving as
vice principal for the past
11 years. Earning both her
Bachelor of Science in Psy-
chology and Master of Arts
in Educational Leadership
from California State Uni-
versity, East Bay, Moham-
med’s more than 30 years
of educational experience
as a teacher, staff develop-
er, and vice principal has
provided ample preparation
for her new role as princi-
pal. “I have a deep passion
for working with young
individuals and believe that
as educators, we have a
profound responsibility and
extraordinary opportunity
to both impart knowledge
and make a positive impact
on their lives,” said Mo-
hammed.

Lisa Keck has assumed
the role of the vice princi-
pal position formerly held
by Mohammed. Keck is in
her 29th year in education;
working in both New York
and California as a teach-
er, vice principal, and ele-
mentary and middle school
principal. “I look forward to
working with the LHS team
to provide students with
the kinds of educational
opportunities and support
they need for success,” said
Keck.

Marylin Avenue
STEAM Academy

Holly Barker will work
alongside Principal Joe
Meunier as the STEAM
Magnet Program Coordi-
nator at the Marylin Avenue
STEAM Academy, formerly
known as Marylin Avenue
Elementary. Barker’s more
than 16 years of teaching
experience will be instru-
mental in collaborating with
teachers and staff to develop
and implement a new edu-
cational magnet program fo-
cused on Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Art, and
Math. “As a former Marylin
teacher, I am thrilled to de-
velop new programs which
use innovative curriculum
to inspire our students’ love
of learning,” shared Barker.

Mendenhall Middle

Garrett Fitch has joined
the Mendenhall team to
serve as vice principal. Hav-
ing spent the previous 12
years as a middle school
teacher and administrator
in the San Ramon Valley
Unified School District,
Fitch is prepared to support
the students and staff of
LVJUSD’s largest middle
school. “I am eager to build
meaningful connections
with staff, students, and
parents so that we can work
collectively to help our stu-
dents achieve at the highest
level,” stated Fitch.

Vineyard Alternative
Michelle Seugling brings
her experience as a for-
mer elementary and middle
school teacher and educa-
tional technology instruc-
tional coach to serve as vice
principal of Vineyard Alter-
native; a school that offers
independent study, hybrid
learning, and dual-enroll-
ment educational models
for students in grades K-12.
Said Seugling, “l am excited
to combine my teaching
experience, leadership ed-
ucation, and technological
skills to support the var-
ied methods of instruction
Vineyard offers students for
successful learning.”

District Office

Doug D’ Amour has over
23 years of school business
management experience
which has prepared him for
the role of Director of Fis-
cal Services for LVJUSD.
D’Amour’s most recent
former role as Director of
Financial Systems Support
for the Alameda County Of-
fice of Education (ACOE)
included leading the imple-
mentation of financial sys-
tem projects for ten ACOE
school districts. Prior to his
time at ACOE, D’Amour
worked as an account man-
ager and fiscal director for
San Leandro Unified School
District and Emery Unified
School District respectively.
“l am excited to return to a

district setting where 1 am
able to connect more closely
to the impact that strong
fiscal stewardship has on
the students we serve,” ex-
pressed D’Amour.

recognized by the L\VJUSD
Board of Education at the
Aug. 8, 2023, Board meet-
ing. The district will wel-
come students to the first
day of the new school year

Administrators were on Monday, Aug. 21, 2023.
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KED]TORIAL Plan Needed for Released Inmates

\

Livermore Police Chief Jeramy Young and
Alameda County District Attorney Pamela Price
recently raised compelling arguments in their
disagreement over the charges filed in a recent
robbery case.

Young contended Price’s office erred when it
chose not to file sentence enhancements against
Colby Berry, a 21-year-old Fremont resident
charged with robbing two women May 21 at the
Arroyo Park Shopping Center. Berry allegedly
beat one of the victims, who required emergency
treatment, and held the other at gunpoint to take
her purse.

Following Berry’s arrest by Livermore police,
Price’s prosecutors charged Berry with robbery
and assault with a deadly weapon, offenses that
could send him to prison for up to 13 years if
convicted.

Young believes Berry is the reason the state
legislature adopted enhancements in the 1990s to
create harsher punishments for repeat offenders.
Enhancements for offenses including weapon
use, hate crimes and gang membership, can be
tacked on to the base terms for robbery, assault
and other crimes, sometimes extending prison
terms for decades.

Berry was on parole for a shooting when he
allegedly robbed the Livermore victims. He was
wearing an ankle monitor that helped to identify
him as the suspect. Young believes he should
have faced enhancements for using a gun and

exposure to 25 years in prison.

Prosecutors who reviewed Berry’s case, how-
ever, did not file enhancements. Citing studies
that show enhancements do not hinder crime
and actually create recidivism, Price issued a
directive recently to her staff to never use them
except in extreme cases.

Elected with 53% of the vote in November
to serve as the county’s top law enforcement
official, Price campaigned as a criminal justice
reformer, aiming to reduce mass incarceration,
to bring equity to the system, and to give all
defendants a chance to rehabilitate and obtain
release from behind bars.

On the one hand, Young is correct when he
says the tougher laws are on the books and should
be used. Price is also correct when she argues
that state lawmakers gave district attorneys
prosecutorial discretion to file the charges they
deem appropriate in individual cases.

Although we understand Young’s position and
hope to keep violent offenders off our streets,
we also agree with Price’s attempt for reform.
There’s no doubt tougher laws enacted 30 years
ago helped to reduce crime, which is significant-
ly lower now, but they also disproportionately
affected people of color, overfilled our prisons
and made Alameda County’s Santa Rita Jail one
of the most populated in the country.

Price, a defense and civil rights attorney,
campaigned last year on a platform that included
holding police accountable and implementing

fair justice measures. Price also committed to ful-
ly-funding effective reentry programs, creating
support for family reunification, and providing
those released with access to job training, hous-
ing and healthcare.

Price argues voters picked her for the job over
veteran prosecutor Terry Wiley because they
prefer her policies for change.

In office just eight months, Price so far has
shaken up the District Attorney’s Office, estab-
lishing a public integrity unit and reopening
police use-of-force cases, collaborating with
the FBI and Contra Costa County prosecutors
to combat human trafficking, issuing her policy
changes on enhancements, and ending the prac-
tice of charging juveniles as adults.

Let’s give Price a chance to institute her
reform measures to see if they work or lead to
increases in crime that can be tied to them.

We look forward to Price’s efforts to establish
her plans — perhaps with help from Young and
other law enforcement officials. If less incarcera-
tion results in savings, the money should be used
for programs to help those inmates set for release.
Inmates should not return to free society without
receiving significant help for substance abuse
and mental health issues, finding and keeping
jobs, and making wiser decisions.

We shouldn’t be releasing criminals with
lighter sentences without an effective plan in
place to help them once they are back on the
outside.

\for being a repeat offender that could raise his
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Mailbox Guidelines:

Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are
those of the author and do
not necessarily reflect the
opinion of The Indepen-
dent. Anonymous letters
will not be published. All
letters are required to have
the name(s) of the person(s)
submitting them, city of res-
idence and phone number,
for verification purposes.
Abusive letters may be re-
jected or edited. Letters are
subject to verification and
may be edited for clarity
at the discretion of the edi-
tor. We reserve the right to
decide whether or not the
letter will be published.
Headings for all letters may
be edited at the discretion
of the editor to proper-
ly reflect their content. A
headline will be added to
letters received without one.
Frequent letter writers may
have publication of their let-
ters delayed. Letters must be
submitted by someone living
in or from the Tri-Valley;
they must not offer medical
advice from unconfirmed
professional sources or con-
tain libelous or inappropri-
ate content. Letters should
be limited to 400 words or
less and should be sent by
email to letters@indepen-
dentnews.com or submitted
using the form below. To be
considered, letters must be
received by 10 a.m. on the
Monday before publication.

Eric Swalwell is
Not Truthful!
Mike Grant, Dublin

Eric held a townhall meet-
ing on July 31 in Dublin and
it was shameful and embar-
rassing. Citizens were told
to fill out speaker slips, and
they would answer ques-
tions from them. I would say
that at least 100 cards were
filled out and so many had
questions that they ran out of
hard copies and had to make
copies for people.

Eric was scrubbing all the
cards and would just throw
through the questions down
that citizens took the time
to write down on the table.
It was very clear he was not
going to select tough ques-
tions that pertained to public
safety and the crime report
just released June 30. Sever-
al people wrote down ques-
tions about the year over
year increase in crime across
the state and district. Crime
is up 6% to 22% year over
year and aggravated assaults
up 8% against senior citi-
zens with homicides up 15%
against senior citizens. He

never answered that ques-
tion.

The next one was filled
out asking about the crime
report stating that it looks
like with all the gun laws
on the books across the state
and nation the laws are not
helping with public safety.
Again, this question was
pushed aside because it also
had a short add on saying
criminals don’t follow gun
laws only law-abiding cit-
izens follow laws. We all
knew Eric had seen that
speaker slip because he
dropped that slip and started
down the center of the room
yelling out we need more
gun laws, and we should
not defund the police. That
comment was very strange
because his party in DC
was calling for defunding
the police in 2020. He also
said the borders are closed,
another lie because we had
several citizens in the crowd
who were from Yuma and
Tucson, Arizona area and
showed all of us the illegals
crossing the border east of
Yuma and west of Tucson.
Those two sectors are over-
run with cartel members
each night.

Eric is not for public safe-
ty and the protection of any-
one except the criminals and
cartel members running the
streets.

In 2024 you should look
for someone who really
cares about the citizens in
the 14th District, because he
has lost his way.

God bless all and please
help each other.

Free Speech
Ken Bradley, Livermore

I recently saw a newscast
where citizens were being
beaten by government thugs.
My first thought was, “thank
goodness | live in the USA,
and we have the protection
of the First Amendment”.
But in Livermore, the pro-
tection does not apply. In
this city, a political challeng-
er cannot put up signs to let
citizens know they are run-
ning for office. You cannot
post signs to direct people to
your yard sale. Your real es-
tate agent cannot have direc-
tion signs for your home for
sale. At the next city elec-
tion, we need to find people
that believe in America.

Support the
End TB Now Act!
Palak Guleria, Livermore

The loss of lives on the
Titan submersible is an un-
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speakable tragedy, one that
tugs at the deepest recess-
es of our hearts. Each soul
lost represents a unique
story, dreams unfulfilled,
and loved ones left behind
to grieve. Their absence
creates an immeasurable
void, a painful reminder of
the fragility of human exis-
tence. However, amidst this
sorrow, 1’d like the public
to also consider the broader
implications.

The resources devoted to
searching and recovering
the wreckage of the Titan
submersible are numerous.
Several news outlets like
the Daily Mail and AP have
acknowledged that while the
real number is unknown,
the bill is in the millions.
These funds, which will
most likely be footed by citi-
zens of the U.S, Canada, and
France, could indeed be re-
directed towards combating
global poverty and hunger,
offering a glimmer of hope
to countless lives on the
brink of despair. The Borgen
Project, a non-profit orga-
nization focused on ending
global hunger and poverty
based out of Tacoma, Wash-
ington, emphasizes the im-
portance of foreign aid in
fighting against these issues.
Thanks to current efforts, 3
million lives are saved annu-
ally through USAID immu-
nization programs and life
expectancy has increased
globally by 33%.

It is a delicate balance, one
that requires us to mourn the
loss of the Titan’s passengers
while contemplating how we
can allocate our resources
to alleviate the suffering of
countless others around the
world. The truth is, while
the lives of Stockton Rush,
Shahzada Dawood, Suleman
Dawood, Hamish Harding
and Paul-Henri Nargeolet
may never be brought back,
we hold the ability to save
millions of others from sim-
ilar fates. |1 urge Senators
Feinstein and Padilla to co-
sponsor the End TB Now
Act.

Great Letter on UGB

Theodore Schaefer, Liver-
more

Our great thanks to Doug
Mann of Livermore for
his fine letter about how
the mayor and city coun-
cil ‘slow rolls’ the citizenry
into more and greater land
developer projects, particu-
larly busting the UGB. Now
they want to develop ag
lands east of Greenville Rd.
and allow it to be developed
industrially, like an Ikea or
more warehouses, etc. Then,
we will be asked to vote on
this travesty, and if passed,
the ‘parcel tax’ (read single
family homeowners) will be
handed large property tax in-
creases, but bypassing tens
of thousands of local apart-
ment owners who obviously
live only on one huge parcel,
but can swing an election ei-
ther way for the rest of us to
pick up the tab. The school
district is soon to request a
similar vote for another $395

million for vaguely named
projects for themselves.

The council MUST stop
their expansionism UGB
ways and only use a ‘head
tax” for the costs that are
sure to be included. Focus
on internal development and
a fair tax method to pay!

Planes Are Coming
from Other Airports to
Livermore Airport
Felicia Ziomek, Livermore

Planes departing from
other airports (Reid-Hill-
view, San Carlos, Palo Alto,
Hayward, etc.) are flying to
Livermore Airport and fly-
ing circles over and over res-
idential neighborhoods near
the Airport, and performing
‘touch-and-go’ landings at
Livermore runways, then
gaining altitude and circling
the surrounding residential
neighborhoods  repeatedly.
In my limited observations
I’ve seen most planes mak-
ing 8-14 circles over resi-
dential neighborhoods with
a boundary of Isabel (to the
west), North P Street (to the
east), Stanley Blvd (to the
south), and Airway Blvd. to
the north). As they’re flying
over a residential area near
the airport, they’re flying
below 1,000 feet altitude.
As they approach the edge
of the residential area near
the airport (to perform their
‘touch-and-go’), they then
drop to an altitude of 500-
600 feet.

One problem: these planes
use leaded aviation fuel. A
10-year study of children
living within % mile of Re-
id-Hillview Airport found
blood lead levels higher than
children during the Flint,
Michigan water crisis. Mod-
est lead increases were found
if children lived within % to
1 % miles of airport or lived
downwind. Even low lead
levels affect IQ and academ-
ic achievement. Exposure to
lead can cause profound &
permanent health damage,
especially to young children.

Since the residents are ex-
posed to so much airplane
traffic using leaded fuel, the
city should (a) provide a
way for residents within 1 %
miles of the airport to have
their blood lead level tested,
(b) strongly encourage pilots
to avoid flying over neigh-
borhoods, and (c) develop an
accelerated plan to stop sell-
ing leaded aviation gas and
assist with converting planes
currently using leaded fuel,
to be able to use unleaded
fuel.

Do: download the app
called “Flightradar24” and
view/track planes at Liver-
more Airport. Report com-
plaints to Livermore Airport
at: 925-960-8219.

Climate Editorial a
Puzzle

Kenneth Henneman,
Pleasanton

The Aug. 3 editorial may
cause some people to be a
little puzzled about climate
warming and cooling caus-
es. Paragraph 3 says 400,000

years ago Greenland ice was
over a mile thick. Oceans
rose 5” when it melted. Yet
paragraph 4, sentence 2 in-
dicates that 400,000 years
ago the ice apparently both
grew a mile high and then
melted down when carbon
CO2 was 260-280 parts per
million.  Apparently, the
temperature went both down
and up when CO2 was 260-
280 ppm or lower. So, what
may leave the reader puz-
zled is that it says nothing
about the cause of the tem-
perature change. It implies
ice grew with CO2 less than
280 ppm. Likewise, the last
sentence only indicates that,
once, 4,000,000 ago, CO2
was high (~420 ppm), the ice
was melted down, and ocean
levels were high.

So, what, the reader knows
nothing of what caused the
cold that caused the ice, nor
what caused the warming
that melted the ice raising
sea levels. It implies a cor-
relation between CO2 and
hot and cold temperatures;
but correlation does not nec-
essarily mean cause and ef-
fect. Correlation, even ones
400,000 or 4,000,000 years
old, don’t establish cause.
The sentence does indicate,
I guess, that we are lucky
these warmer years that the
ocean isn’t “. . . tens of feet
higher . . .”. But the puzzle
about the cause of warming
and cooling remains.

So, what causes warming?
Some are sure it’s human
CO2. Some climate scien-
tists think that it’s something
natural. For example, Dr
Roy Spencer U of Arkansas/
Huntsville thinks climate
changes are natural. And
mostly caused by Pacific
Oscillations (like current El
Nino) and cloud changes,
and also in water vapor in the
lower atmosphere and upper
stratosphere (and so tricky to
model), not by CO2.

The good news, methinks,
is that current worldwide
monitoring (of tempera-
ture and radiation, etc.: in
the seas, earth, clouds, air
through stratosphere, sun,
universe) data will likely
clarify the current confusion
about causes in 10-20 years.

Remember, after the data
was in, they stopped snub-
bing, even persecuting, the
wisemen who first said the
earth went around the sun,
and first said the world was
round. Be patient.

Coverage of
UGB Flawed

David Jonas, Livermore

The Independent’s cover-
age of the potential expan-
sion of Livermore’s UGB to
East of Greenville has omit-
ted some critical facts and
exaggerated others, resulting
in a highly skewed narrative.

Amplified by a chorus of
fearmongering letters to the
editor and public comments
at City Council meetings,
this narrative appears more
geared toward breeding an-
imus towards Council than
informing the public.

On July 27, Council voted

to fund an EIR to assess ex-
panding the UGB, following
an April vote to add East of
Greenville to the General
Plan update. The EIR was
not sprung on the commu-
nity at the July meeting, as
opponents claim.

Opponents advocate for
three alternatives: (1) Pro-
ceed directly to a vote with-
out an EIR; (2) Refocus the
EIR on growth opportunities
within instead of outside the
UGB; and (3) Scuttle the
plan altogether.

(With characteristic hy-
perbole, the Independent
stated the 7/27 meeting fea-
tured “repeated calls from

residents... to vote against
the EIR plan.” Five residents
spoke up.)

In fact:

CEQA requires an EIR to
accompany a referendum to
expand the UGB.

A separate EIR is already
planned to evaluate growth
potential within the UGB.

UGB expansion oppo-
nents have likened the East
of Greenville initiative to
housing developers’ prior
failed efforts to build out-
side the UGB. This is a false
comparison that ignores the
following:

The vision for East of
Greenville includes open
space, agriculture, greenbelt
and other natural elements.
It will not be the Dublin-like
sprawl that expansion oppo-
nents portray.

Housing development will
be explicitly forbidden East
of Greenville.

Alameda County cur-
rently administers East of
Greenville. Unless the City
annexes this area, the Coun-
ty may choose to allow de-
velopment there, without
input from Livermore vot-
ers and with much more lax
permitted use standards than
the city enforces (e.g. Lupin
Way'’s junkyard motif).

The East of Greenville
expansion concept originat-
ed from the city’s General
Plan Advisory Committee
(GPAC), whose members
either live or work in Liver-
more and represent our com-
munity’s interests, not those
of developers.

Livermore has nearly con-
sumed its industrial space
capacity inside the UGB
and must look elsewhere to
meet long-term commercial
growth requirements.

Given how much Liv-
ermore has changed since
the UGB was established in
2002, the city should explore
all options — including look-
ing outside the UGB -- to ac-
commodate the commercial
growth that will keep Liv-
ermore thriving. An EIR is
mandated and will allow the
voters to make an informed
decision on this vital issue.

Circling Planes from

Other Airports are a

Health Hazard

Donna Cabanne, Livermore
Why are planes from

other airports circling mul-

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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‘Flora in Focus’ Exhibition
Coming to Livermore Library

Local watercolor artist
Meghana Mitragotri is pre-
senting “Flora in Focus,”
a flower-themed art exhi-
bition featuring various
artists from the Tri-Valley
region. The exhibition will

Meghana Mltragotrl S
“Violas” is one of several
pieces by local artists on
display at the Livermore
Library now through Aug.
31. (Photo courtesy of Meghana
Mitragotri)

immerse visitors into the
world of floral-inspired art,
showcasing stunning works
in watercolor, oil, colored
pencil, acrylic, mixed me-
dia, oil pastels, East Asian
brush paintings, and floral
photography.

“Flora in Focus” cele-
brates the inherent beauty of

flowers and aims to inspire
viewers through the collec-
tive talents of recognized
local artists. The show high-
lights the intricate details,
vibrant colors, and textures
that define the splendor of
flowers.

Several well recognized
local artists, including Mo-
nique Makepeace, Wei-Ting
Chuang, Charlotte Severin,
Ranjini Venkatachari, He-
lene Roylance, Vanessa
Thomas, and Rekha Joshi,
have been invited to partic-
ipate in this highly anticipat-
ed and intimate event.

The exhibition will take
place at the Civic Center
Library, 1188 South Liver-
more Ave. from Aug. 1 to
Aug. 31. The free reception
ison Aug. 12 from 2-4 p.m.
There will be giveaways
& raffle prizes during the
reception.

August is also American
Acrtist Appreciation Month
and while these artists are
based in America they rep-
resent a spectrum of cultures
from Asian to African.

For more information,
visit Website https://daint-
lymade.weebly.com/events.
html or contact Show Orga-
nizer Meghana Mitragotri at
Email meghana.ms@gmail.
com.

ARTIST

(Continued from first page)

the eye of the press. The In-
dependent’s photographer
chose to snap a photo of the
piece, which later ran in the
paper’s July 13 issue.

“Alot of submissions are
black and white as you can
imagine—they’re comics,”
she said. “And you’ve got
to go right up close and
read them ... (but) Ney’s
were great. They were big
and colorful and dramatic.”
Noting the big pink matte
frame Hoato used for his
piece, she added, “He went
all out, and it’s hanging on
the front wall, because it
looks really good.”

On the surprise of wak-
ing up one morning to see
his artwork in The Inde-
pendent, he said, “I try to
be really humble about my
achievements, even though,
of course, | take pride in
them.”

The two pieces that he
selected for the show center
around a character called
Diana.

“She is something that |
care deeply about,” he ex-
plained, “I can use her as a
vessel for a lot of different
things and ideas.”

He says he’s a very visu-
al person. “I like juicy, full,
vibrant, saturated prints.”
To achieve his vision, he
pulls from queer fashion

and textiles. He plays with
the juxtaposition of beauty
and the grotesque. Working
mostly in Photoshop, he
takes objects that exist in
the real world and layers
them into the one he is
imagining.

He explained, “Diana
sits in this universe that has
been created for her, but the
places are almost liminal;
they could exist anywhere.”

Giancola first crossed
paths with Hoato backstage
at the Bankhead, where he
works as a stage technician.
She ended up handing over
to Hoato the job of painting
logos backstage that the
performers then sign. “He
does a totally great job.
Super neat and careful.
Not a lot of artists can do
that real fine (freehand)
straight edge. And now it’s
expanded to other walls. It’s
fun back there.”

Fast forwarding to his
work in the exhibit, she
said, “This was a way to
showcase his artwork. It’s
really what we’re trying to
do—encourage artists.”

And this encourage-
ment has meant a lot to
Hoato, especially after a
discouraging experience in
art school, from which he
decided to unenroll as an
entertainment design major

after a few years.

He recalled feeling that
he had to fight too hard to
learn at an institution that
wanted the students just to
draw like the professors.
“Style is so fluid. You can’t
just box everyone into an
industry that is so adap-
tive.” As a result of his
school experience, he took
a step back, hoping to heal
his relationship with art.

After Giancola urged
Hoato to make a submission
to the theater exhibit, he
reapproached his artwork
with fresh eyes and new
skills. He said that since
his time at the Bankhead
working with theater lights
his eyes “look at color
theory differently now.”
After having taken a long
hiatus from art, Hoato of-
fered two pieces, which he
did not imagine would get
accepted.

Of the time following art
school he said, “I wanted to
reignite my passion for art.
There’s that capitalistic part
that’s like, “You need to do
it because it sells.””

However, on the placard
beneath the artists’ works
displaying title and price,
Hoato’s reads noticeably,
NFS (not for sale). He ex-
plained, “Now, I’m work-
ing on Diana stuff for me,

MAILBOX

(Continued from page 4)

tiple times over Livermore
residential areas? Accord-
ing to Flight Radar, planes
from Menlo Park, Palo Alto,
Mountain View, San Carlos,
Redwood City, Reed Hill-
view, Concord and Tracy all
have been tracked circling
multiple times over resi-
dential neighborhoods. Last
week, one plane from San
Jose circled Livermore resi-
dential areas 12 times before
continuing on to its desti-
nation in Burbank. Further,
if pilots add a touch and go
landing and take-off, they are
allowed to come in low and
loud 1000 feet above homes.
Planes are supposed to be
1000 feet above homes, but
planes are down to 500-550
feet over the houses just east
of the  Livermore Airport.

Why is this tolerated? We
know planes circling air-
ports, taxiing, landing and
taking off cause elevated
levels of lead in the blood of
residents, and lead poison-
ing is especially dangerous
for children.

If pilots want to fly in
circles, why don’t they stay
near their own airports?

Because pilots would get
pushback from their com-
munities and airspace is less
crowded here.

Livermore Airport has be-
come the “practice” area for
the Bay Area.

Airport staff mentions
safety and training, but there
is no valid reason that train-
ing has to take place 500 feet
over residential areas.

Why should out of town
pilots and plane owners be
allowed to use Livermore as
a cheap playground?

We are NOT NIMBYsS,
we are EPIMBY's ---"Every-
one’s plane is in our back-
yards.”

For the health of our chil-
dren, this has got to stop.

Airport staff has not an-
swered questions about the
circling airplanes. Addition-
ally, public information is
missing from the April, May,
and June noise complaints.
Aircraft types, call signs,
and descriptions are deleted.
Information fully describing
each incident is excluded.
Now complaint information
is limited to night ops, too
loud, too low, too fast, and
circling.  Without critical
information, the noise inci-
dents are minimized and en-
forcement is impossible. The
airport commission no lon-
ger has the data necessary
to make educated decisions
about the violations. Please
ask the Airport and the City
to make ALL information
concerning noise complaints
and circling planes visible
in every monthly report.
For the health and safety of
our children and communi-
ties, the public has a right to
know.

The Livermore City
Council’s Majority
Mischaracterizes Its
Opponents — Again
Greg Scott, Livermore

In its last meeting on
July 24, the Livermore City

Council majority approved
the Consent Calendar item

5.3, which is Rincon Con-
sulting producing a program
Environmental Impact Re-
port (EIR) on areas outside
of the Livermore city limits
and urban growth boundary
(UGB). City Councilman
Barrientos dissented. In dis-
cussion, the council majority
patronizingly characterized
the opponents of this EIR as
“afraid.” | am an opponent of
this frivolous EIR, therefore,
I, too, must be “afraid.”

I was recently homeless
for seven years -- six years,
nine months continuously
in Livermore. In my time, |
have had guns pointed at me;
I have been shot at and luck-
ily not hit; and I have had
a knife pulled on me. What
am | “afraid” of again? Oh,
“information”... information
from an EIR.

Really? Professionally, |
have debugged and tested
software that was over one
million lines of C Language
code; | have designed and
implemented  environmen-
tal databases, including a
database that assisted in the
production of Northrop’s
B-2 Stealth Bomber at their
Palmdale facility so that
chemicals could be applied
in accordance with South
Coast Air Quality Manage-
ment District’s (SCAQMD)
regulations.

I am “afraid” of infor-
mation from an EIR? What
fantastical, delusional cloud
does the Livermore City
Council majority live on?

Who is “afraid” of in-
formation? How many and
what were the qualifica-
tions of consulting firms
that bid to produce this EIR
in response to a Request for
Quote (RFQ)? Certainly, this
wasn’t sole-sourced, as that
would conjure the suspicion
of unethical behavior in re-
gard to (a) pre-ordained con-
clusion(s).

Does the City of Liv-
ermore have sufficient re-
sources to protect, maintain,
and repair its current infra-
structure, within the UGB,
from the growing threat of
climate-disruption extreme
weather?

The *“information” from
the EIR wasn’t even the
point of us opponents. The
main point of us opponents
was the tragic waste of
over $307,000 for Rincon
Consulting to produce this
fatuous EIR. What are the
opportunity costs of this
money? They can be mea-
sured in death and suffer-
ing from my vantage point.

How much of $307,000
did my dead homeless
friend, Carl Feighner, need,
along with a continuum of
care and support, to have a
better outcome than he had?

“Wait, you tell us that
we’re wrong / And you tell us
not to sing our song / Noth-
ing we can say will make
you see” (Sinead O’Conner
(1966 - 2023), “Drink Before
the War”)

Greenland Ice Sheet
Melted 400,000
Years Ago

Larry Graves, Livermore

The Independent’s editori-
al dated Aug. 3, 2023, regard-

ing the Greenland ice cores
study was very interesting.
Scientists  discovered that
400,000 years ago Green-
land’s ice sheet had melted
and raised sea levels 5 feet.
Before this study was done,
scientists expected Green-
land’s mile thick ice sheet
to be solidly frozen. The
carbon dioxide level in the
atmosphere at that time was
260-280 parts per million.
Today’s carbon dioxide lev-
el in the atmosphere is about
420 parts per million. Since
the carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere 400,000 years
ago was only about 64% of
today’s level, do the scien-
tists have an explanation of
what may have caused this
unexpected melting of the
Greenland ice sheet 400,000
years ago? If carbon diox-
ide caused the ice sheet to
melt 400,000 years ago, why
has it not melted today with
much higher atmospheric
carbon dioxide levels? I’m
not a climate denier, just cu-
rious.

Fee Shouldn’t

Be a Secret

Linda Milanese, Livermore
Trish ~ Munro recently

wrote a letter (Independent,
August 3) in which she said,
“Inclusionary Housing Or-
dinances require that some
percentage of every resi-
dential project be set aside
for low or moderate income
households. . . or pay a fee
in-lieu of that housing.” That
fee, as Munro points out, is
used toward addressing other
worthy housing needs.

Personally, I think it’s far
more democratic to integrate
low- and moderate-income
households into market rate
housing to blur economic
and class distinctions. But if
the in-lieu fees that develop-
ers pay are really substantial,
I might change my mind.

For example, I’m wonder-
ing about the Legacy Hous-
ing development at 57 S “L”
Street.

What exactly was the
amount of its in-lieu fee that
allowed them to exclude low
and moderate renters? Its
222 units rent monthly from
about $3,000 (for a studio)
up to $6,000— a sizable in-
come that will probably easi-
ly cover the developer’s one-
time fee. The in-lieu fee must
have been really substantial,
right? I hope Trish Munro or
City Council or the City of
Livermore can tell us exactly
how substantial the fee was.
It shouldn’t be a secret.

Getting the Facts Right

Russ Greenlaw, Livermore

The media should avoid
publishing alarming items
with inaccurate content. Cas-
es on point were letters print-
ed by the local daily contain-
ing false ‘facts’:

One letter a few months
ago falsely stated that sea
level rise was seven feet per
century while the correct
figure is seven INCHES per
century, published by the late
Dr. Fred Singer. Other esti-
mates are about ten inches
per century, still a fraction
of an inch per year. The local

daily should not allow such
hogwash as “seven feet per
century” to infect the pub-
lic’s minds.

In another letter printed
by the local daily, an ill-in-
formed writer offered “3
feet of sea level rise, which
is forecast in a relatively few
decades” - a figure exceeding
reality by a factor of fifteen.
It does not matter what is
forecast, it matters what is
happening. That delusion-
al writer further postulated
that because farms in the
delta islands are often below
sea level, the whole delta
would flood. It is the height
of the levees, not the farmed
ground that matters, and the
farmed ground tends to sink
since it is largely peat soil
with low mineral content.

Another letter said the
California  Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) pro-
tects California forests when
the opposite is true. CEQA
is used as a whip to prevent,
obstruct, and delay good,
prudent forest management
which provides thinning (by
means of periodic harvest)
that could greatly lessen the
very severe forest fires of the
recent decade. The Board
of Forestry (BOF) writes
forest regulations while Cal
Fire oversees harvesting per
BOF rules. After harvests
are approved by Cal Fire,
the CEQA lead agency, a
covey of other state agencies
swoops down on the forest
landowner, one of which |
am, with demands not re-
quired by the BOF rules or
the statutory Forest Practic-
es Act, first enacted in the
1970s and amended several
times since. Since the 1970s,
thinning and harvests have
been reduced and forests
such as my family’s have be-
come grossly overgrown re-
sulting in more intense fires.
Small parcel owners (for ex-
ample 20 and 40 acres) can-
not afford the $10,000 har-
vest plan costs considering
log prices have not increased
since the 1990s and log-
ging costs have tripled. Air
boards have outlawed older
log trucks as if diesel smoke
were worse than fire smoke.
Water and wildlife regulators

are worse. Regulations only
recently reduced the mini-
mum tree count from 100 to
42 per acre, thankfully.

because | like it and think
it’s worth investing my time
and energy.”

Referring to his strong
sense of self, Hoato stat-
ed, “I think because | am
sometimes fem-presenting
and | have long hair and
long nails. Sometimes |
do get weird looks. People
stare. But it’s also not my
problem.”

Hoato said of his char-
acter Diana, “She is a force.
She can be you or she can
be I. But when she is you or
she is I, she elevates.”

He added, “She elevates
you, not changing you, but
making you more your-
self.”

The UNCLE Credit
Union Art Gallery, 2400
First St., is open to the
public from 1p.m.to 5 p.m.,
Thursday-Sunday, and to
theater patrons during per-
formances.

To see more of Hoato’s
work visit https://neyh23.
wixsite.com/portfolio or on
Instagram @nhoato.
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Horseback Riding Lessons,
Training, Boarding,
Breeding, Sales
925.337.5375

creekhillfarms.com

0" RETZLAFF

® Lstate Wines

OPEN FOR WINE TASTING AND
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS.

FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS

AND MONDAYS 12-4:30

LIVE MUSIC MOST WEEKENDS.
CATERER ON SITE MOST WEEKENDS.

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

Retzlaff Vineyards.com

regional asset.

subsidized housing.

City Clerk's office at
cityclerk@livermoreca.gov.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

LIVERMORE RESIDENTS: Share your talents with the
commtnity by volunteering on one of the City of
Livermore’s advisory bodies. We are accepting applications
now through September 15, 2023, at 5:00 PM.

Airport Commission (2 vacancies - pilots)

Join us in ensuring the continued quality and viability of the
Livermore Municipal Airport

(2) Regular Terms ending 11/1/27
Meets 1st Monday of each month at 6:30 PM
Next meeting: No September meeting

Human Services Commission (5 vacancies)

Join us in discussing community social needs, assisting
local agencies in procuring grant funds, and more.

(5) Regular Terms ending 11/1/27

Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM

Next meeting: September 12th

Livermore Housing Authorit
Join us in administering and overseeing low-income
housing units and the Section Eight Voucher Program for

(2) Regular terms ending 1/1/2028
Meets 2nd Wednesday of each month at 5:30 PM
Next meeting: September 13th

SAVE THE DATE! In-person Interviews will be held either
September 19th or September 26th. For more information
or to apply, please visit www.livermoreca.gov/AB, call the
(925) 960-4200, or

as a community and

2 vacancies - at-large

email:

“40 Years Installing Fireplaces™

HEAT&GLO

No one builds a better fire

510.471.5601

JerrysFireplaces.com

WE OFFER A LARGE SELECTION OF
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES INCLUDING:

Gas Fireplaces « Gas & Pellet Inserts « Free-Standing Stoves
Sales & Installation of our Products Only

*On select units.

FIREPLACES

Tired of no burn days?

CA Lic #525769

UP TO $40() OFF

0uAabrA-FIRE

23585 Connecticut Street
Unit 15, Hayward

M-F 9-5, Sat 10-4
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Historian to Portray Chuck Yeager at Firehouse Arts Center

Actor and Chautau-
qua scholar Doug Mishler
will portray famed test pi-
lot Chuck Yeager for the
monthly Ed Kinney Series
program at the Firehouse
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad
Ave., Pleasanton, on Tues-
day, Aug. 22.

Yeager was an Army Air
Force pilot during World
War |1, credited with shoot-
ing down 11 enemy aircraft,
including five in a single
day. He was also credited
with sharing an aerial victory
with another pilot, for a total
of 11.5.

After the war, Yeager
became a test pilot, including
experimental rocket-pow-
ered aircraft for the National
Advisory Committee for

Aeronautics, the forerunner
to the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
(NASA). In 1947, he became
the first person to officially
break the sound barrier, ex-
ceeding Mach 1 or more than
761 mph, in an experimental
Bell X-1 aircraft.

He went on to become
commandant of the U.S.
Air Force Aerospace Re-
search Pilot School, which
also trained astronauts for
NASA.

Yeager also commanded
Air Force fighter squadrons
in Germany and Southeast
Asia during the Vietnam War
and retired in 1975. He died
in 2020.

The Ed Kinney Series is
a monthly program of his-

torical portrayals presented
by the Museum on Main in
Pleasanton. Chautauquan
speakers stay in character
from the moment they take
the stage.

Mishler has a doctorate
degree in American cultural
history from the University
of Nevada and has taught
at both the University of
Nevada in Reno and West-
ern Washington University
in Bellingham, Washington.

He has been giving Chau-
tauqua presentations since
1995, portraying such histor-
ical figures as P. T. Barnum,
Theodore Roosevelt, Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison, Ernie
Pyle, Andrew Carnegie, and
Nikita Khrushchev.

Each Ed Kinney Series

program includes an “After-
noon with ...” performance
at 2 p.m. and “An Evening
with ...” performance at 7
p.m.

The speaker series is
sponsored by the City of
Pleasanton, Civic Arts Com-
mission Grant Program,
National Endowment for the
Humanities, California Hu-
manities, Alameda County
Arts Commission, and Best
Western Pleasanton Plus Inn.

Tickets are $25 with dis-
counts for seniors, students,
and museum members, and
are available online at mu-
seumonmain.org, by phone
at 925-462-2766, or at the
museum, 603 Main Street,
during regular business
hours.
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Doug Mishle will perform as famous test pilot Chuck
Yeager on Tuesday, Aug. 11 at the Firehouse Arts Center

in Pleasanton.  (Photo courtesy of Firehouse Arts Center)

TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Now to Aug. 22

TUESDAY TUNES

The Livermore Cultural Arts Council will host concerts on
the Shea Homes Stage in Livermore Plaza by the Bank-
head Theater, from 6:45 pm to 8:15 p.m., on Tuesdays
from June 13 to Aug. 22, with no 4th of July concert. The
family-friendly series continues June 20 with “Dirty Cel-
lo,” and “Frankie Bones Project” on June 27. Restarting
July 11, the lineup is “LunaFish,” “John and Lynn Take 2,”
“Chris Bradley Band,” “The Hurricane Band,” folk singer
songwriter “Michael McNevin, “Sacred Fire,” and “Jeff
Bordes & Friends w/ Matt Axton.” For more information,
visit Icac.org.

Now Tuesday, Sept. 26

HOPE HOSPIGE SUPPORT GROUPS

Hope Hospice’s grief support services help adults and
youth learn to process these feelings and find ways to
move forward in a positive direction. The services are
offered at no charge to the local community, even if your
loved one was not on the hospice service. Hope’s grief
support services are free of charge, but registration in
advance is suggested by phone at 925-829-8770 on
weekdays, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. A brief assessment is
required. Support groups are currently being conducted
online by Zoom video conference. Services for young
children are temporarily paused until in-person group
gatherings can be resumed. General Grief runs from
Aug. 7 to Sept. 25, on Mondays from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Spousal and Partner Loss runs from Aug. 8 to Sept. 26,
on Tuesdays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Single-Day Class takes
place on Monday, July 10, from 2 to 3 p.m. Introduction
to Grief and Loss is a short program open to both the
bereaved and friends of a grieving person who want to
learn about the grief process. Loss of a Child support
group runs from Aug. 8 to Sept. 26, on Tuesdays from
6 to 7:30 p.m. Teens Group attendees are asked to call
for dates. These groups are offered once per quarter. For
those who cannot make these dates, call 925) 829-8770
to be placed on the interest list for the following quarter.

Saturday, Aug. 12 and Aug. 19

YOUNGWONKS CALIFORNIA CODING CHALLENGE
Join the YoungWonks California Coding Challenge and test
your coding skills with challenging questions written in
Python. This is a virtual event that will be split into three
rounds. All participants who complete the first round will
get a coding assessment report to evaluate their coding
concepts. Those who advance to the following rounds
can win free YoungWonks coding classes and other
cool prizes. To register, parents or guardians should visit
youngwonks.com/challenge. For more information, email
support@youngwonks.com or call +1-855-966-5756.

Sunday, Aug. 13

PLEASANTON COMMUNITY CONCERT BAND

The Pleasanton Community Concert Band will perform
at Ravenswood Historic Site Old-fashioned Ice Cream
Social, at 12:15,1:30, and 2:45 p.m., with three different
programs of historic period music from the 19th century.
The event is free.

Saturday, Aug. 19 and 26, and Sunday, Aug. 20 and 27
BRIGHT STAR

Castro Valley Arts Foundation is happy to partner with TMC
Arts to bring Bright Star to Castro Valley. Bright Star, set
in the 1920s and 1940s, tells a sweeping tale of love and
redemption. Inspired by a true story and featuring the
Tony-nominated score by Steve Martin and Edie Brickell,
the Bluegrass music soars. Performances are at Castro
Valley Center for the Arts, 19501 Redwood Road, in Castro
Valley. Saturday performances take place at 7:30 p.m.,
and Sunday performances at 2 p.m. For tickets, visit
cvartsfoundation.org/shows.

Saturday, Aug. 19 to Oct. 6

JOYFUL CANVAS SHOW

Together with the John Muir Auxiliary and the Livermore
Art Association present Joyful Canvas, a juried show
opento all. Art will be on show at the gallery at John Muir
Health Auxiliary, Aspen Gallery, Walnut Creek. For more
information or to register, visit livermoreartassociation.
org. Participants are asked to register by Aug. 1.

Sunday, Aug. 20
NEW YEAR OF THE ANIMALS GATHERING
Come celebrate the Jewish New Year of the Cows

by sharing your pets at our Pawsome gathering in
Pleasanton at 10:30 a.m. If your pet isn’t people- or
other-pet-friendly, bring a picture and tell us about it.
Cookies will be provided. TVCJ is an accepting, wel-
coming, diverse community of cultural Jews and their
families, affiliated with CSJ0O. For more information or
the event invite, call 925-399-8029 or email cultural-
jews@gmail.com

Sunday, August 20

LIVERMORE JAZZ SOCIETY HOSTS THE

TOM ROSE BLUES BAND

Tom Rose has performed across the U.S. and in more
than 20 countries at events like the Montreux Jazz
Festival, Glastonbury Music and Arts Fest, New Or-
leans Jazz and Heritage Fest, Australia’s East Coast
Blues Festival and the Fourth of July Celebration at
the National Mall. The event will feature in-person
attendance and livestream. To request seating, email
info@livermorejazzsociety.org or fill out the form at
livermorejazzsociety.org/reserve-seats. If seating is
available, a formal invitation including the performance
location will be sent out. For more information, visit
livermorejazzsociety.org. The suggested donation is
$20, but donations of any amount are welcome.

Sunday, Aug. 20

ART IN THE PARK

Art in the Park takes places from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at
Carnegie Park, 2155 Third St., in Livermore. Registration
and information are available at livermoreartassociation.
org. Attendees are asked to register by Aug. 12. For
more information, contact Peggy Kervin at gallery@
livermoreart.

Thursday, Aug. 24

DEALING WITH LOSS

The death of a loved one is unlike any other loss. Whether
the death was sudden and tragic or one with warning and
preparations, the reality of death leaves most of us in a
state of shock, confusion, and sadness. Grieving people
need time and space to honor their grief and figure
out how to keep on living when our loved one is gone.
Join in at St Elizabeth Seton, 4001 Stoneridge Drive, in
Pleasanton, on Thursday evenings, July 27, Aug. 10 and
Aug. 24,at 7 p.m. All are welcome regardless of religious
affiliation. For more information, call 925-846-3904.

Saturday, Aug. 26

SCIENCE@STOCKMEN’S PARK: WEATHER WONDERS
From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., join Quest Science Center for
Science@Stockmen’s Park, a free monthly event for
all ages. Attendees will explore the science related to
weather and climate. There will be something for every-
one, including exciting activities hosted by many other
community organizations! Stockmen’s Park is located at
29 South Livermore Ave., in Livermore. For more infor-
mation or optional registration, visit quest-science.org/
science-at-stockmens.

Saturday, Aug. 26 and Sunday, Aug. 27

2023 DEL VALLE OPEN WATER FESTIVAL

This festival is a two-day event with 10k, 5k, 1.2k and
2.5k swims, held in the scenic Lake Del Valle nestled in
the heart of the Livermore Valley Wine country. The water
temperature is expected to range from 70 to 75 degrees,
with a huge grassy park and beach for spectators and
participants. Participation will be limited to 350 partici-
pants on Saturday and 400 to 450 on Sunday. The event
will feature a “Just for Fun” division of the 1.2k and 2.5k
allowing fins and pull buoys to raise funds for community
relief efforts. For more information or to register, visit
teamunify.com/team/dvowf/page/home.

Sunday, Aug. 27

TOUR HAGEMANN RANCH

Take a self-guided walking tour of historic Hagemann
Ranch at your own pace, without the crowds, and view
the renovated buildings dating from 1869. During the tour,
attendees can speak with knowledgeable docents and
learn the history of this unique historic site. The horses
and goats will be available for visits from 2 to 5 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 16

AMADOR CLASS OF ‘73 REUNION

Amador’s Class of ‘73 will celebrate their 50th reunion
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., at the Amador Recreation

Center, behind the Aquatic Center, at 4333 Black Ave., in
Pleasanton. There will be an all-you-can-eat authentic
taco-bar picnic, games, music and more. Cost is $55
per person via Venmo to loridavispavich, or write and
mail checks to Lori Pavich ~ ‘73 Reunion, 640 Ruth Way,
Livermore, CA, 94550. Include maiden name and guest’s
name if applicable. This event is limited to classmates
only and one guest per classmate. For more information,
contact Lori Davis Pavich at Ipavich@aol.com; Maureen
Morley at mbmclover@aol.com; or Monica Mitchell at
Monsub@yahoo.com.

Saturday, Sept. 16

TRI-VALLEY WRITERS CHAPTER OF THE CALIFORNIA
WRITERS CLUB

A. L. Kucherenko will present “Crotches, Crucks, and
Crutches” at the Tri-Valley Writers meeting. Learn how to
entice readers to linger in your fictional world with your
imaginary characters. Kucherenko will use examples
from her work to illustrate the delicate balance between
authenticity and accuracy and how character and reader
worldviews mesh to create an environment for her char-
acters that her readers embrace. At 2 p.m., the Tri-Valley
Writers will meet in room 2470 at Las Positas College,
3000 Campus Hill Drive, in Livermore. Check-in begins
at 1:30 p.m. To RSVP, email treasurer@trivalleywriters.
org by Sept. 14, then register at trivalleywriters.org/
speaker-meeting-registration-and-payment. The price
for CWC adult members is $10; for nonmembers is $12;
for CWC student members ages 14 to 22 is $5; and for
student nonmembers is $8.

Saturday, September 16

LIVERMORE EAGLES #609

Livermore Eagles #609 will be having a fundraiser for the
Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson Research starting
at 3 p.m. Bar-B-Que Tri Tip Dinner will be served between
5:30 and 6 p.m. Raffle and games will be featured, and
tickets can be purchased at the Livermore Eagles 527, N.
Livermore Ave., between 3 and 8 p.m., Monday through
Friday. The cost is $25 for dinner. Tickets must be pur-
chased before Sept. 9.

Tuesday, Sept. 21 and Tuesday, Sept. 28

CACTUS CORNERS SQUARE-DANCING LESSONS
Cactus Corners is a local nonprofit offering free
square-dancing lessons on Sept. 21 and 28 to new
dancers. Then, they continue with learning new steps
through the rest of the year. Anyone age 8 and up is
invited to this great activity for the entire family, where
they can have fun and make new friends. The meets
take place from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at 2253 5th St., in Liv-
ermore. For more information or to be placed on the
class notification list, email mmiller1435@gmail.com
or call 925-447-6980.

Saturday, Sept. 23

EAGLES FLEA MARKET

The Eagles Flea Market will take place from 6 a.m. to
4 p.m., at 527 N. Livermore Ave. Vendors are welcome.
The cost is $20 for a 15x15 foot space and $5 for a
table rental. For more information, contact Val Olson at
925-449-5807 or volson582003@yahoo.com or call the
Eagles Hall at 925-449-6281.

ONGOING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

TOPSCIENCE

TOPScience is a group that partners with elementary
school science teachers to enhance learning for both
students and teachers. It is an opportunity to pass on
skills and knowledge while having fun and contributing
to schools in Livermore. For more information or to vol-
unteer, contact Art Krakowsky at artkr@sbcglobal. net
or 925-455-0486.

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS

PLEASANTON FARMERS MARKET

Open Saturdays, from 10 to 1 p.m., at Main Street and
West Angela Street. Seniors 60 and over are welcome for
specialized shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH

The Unitarian Universalist Church is welcoming to all.
Join in on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. for music, singing,
and conversation. The church is located at 1893 North
Vasco Road, Livermore CA 94551. For more information,
visit uucil.org.

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar and visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online.
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Open-Source Toolkit Quantifies Induced
Seismicity Hazard to Reduce Risks

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL)
has partnered with another
national lab and a seismic
instrumentation monitor-
ing company to develop a
physics-based seismic-fore-
casting software platform to
help operators and regulators
better understand and man-
age seismic hazards at carbon
storage sites.

LLNL scientists have
worked with researchers
from Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory (LBNL)
and Ottawa, Canada-based
Nanometrics, Inc. to develop
the Operation FoRecasting
of Induced Seismicity (ORI-
ON) toolkit, an open-source
software platform.

Commercial-scale car-
bon-storage operations face
significant risk of inducing
seismicity when fluids are
disposed of in the Earth’s
subsurface. Induced earth-
quakes, or seismic events
generated by anthropogenic
activities, may damage prop-
erty and threaten the integrity
of shallower sealing units,
allowing carbon dioxide, or
CO2, to escape.

While most operations
will experience low-lev-
el tremors, it is possible
that larger-magnitude earth-
quakes may occur. Such
events can lead to interrup-
tion of CO2 injection at a
single storage site or erode
confidence in the entire in-
dustry. To manage these
risks, individual operators
must understand both the
current and future seismic
hazards at a storage site and
regulators must be able to
evaluate the seismic hazard
on the basin-scale.

“CO2 storage is an es-
sential component of effec-
tive climate mitigation and
induced seismicity must be
managed to enable large-
scale deployment,” said Joe
Morris, associate leader for

the LLNL Subsurface Ener-
gy Program. “ORION puts
the power of statistical and
machine-learning techniques
in the hands of operators,
enabling them to manage
these subsurface systems
more safely and efficiently.
The complex combination
of technologies and expertise
contained within ORION
would not have been pos-
sible without national lab
leadership.”

LLNL Energy Program
Leader Dan Flowers agreed
with Morris’s assessment of
the importance of the na-
tional labs working on this
problem.

“ORION leverages de-
cades of national lab lead-
ership in high-fidelity mea-
surements and physics-based
simulations of seismological
processes in the subsurface.
I am thrilled that the open-
source release of ORION
will provide industry and
decision makers with a pow-
erful tool to help accelerate
deployment of CO2 storage
at scale,” Flowers said.

ORION incorporates
independent physics-, sta-
tistics- and machine-learn-
ing-based forecasts support-
ed by analytic, observational
and physics-based estimates
of the evolution of pressure
and stress related to injec-
tion. ORION also provides
analysis of the seismic haz-
ard before, during and after
injection and can gauge the
effectiveness of potential
mitigation strategies, such
as reducing the volume of
fluid injected into a well, or
modulating injection rates in
several wells to manage risks
where induced earthquakes
have exceeded tolerance
thresholds.

The ORION toolkit pro-
vides an easy-to-use inter-
face for forecast generation
and visualization of seismic
hazard. Basic functionalities

provide the user with esti-
mates of the seismic hazard
at a location based on pub-
licly available data sourc-
es from the United States
Geological Survey and state
regulatory agencies.

Advanced capabilities
allow users to upload local,
high-precision earthquake
catalogs, projected injection
profiles and/or spatiotempo-
ral estimates of pressure and
stress and various rock and
fluid property parameters.

ORION then produces a
spatial, temporal ensemble
forecast of seismicity or
probability of inducing an
earthquake during the fore-
cast period. ORION also
generates a distribution of
a statistically derived max-
imum possible earthquake
magnitude expected. ORION
also proposes operational
management strategies, such
as reducing injection vol-
umes at specific wells, based
on the hazard level.

Development of ORION
leverages multi-disciplinary
technical expertise at LLNL
and LBNL including earth-
quake physics and nucle-
ation, statistical seismology,
reservoir geomechanics, ma-
chine learning and software
engineering.

ORION was funded joint-
ly through two U.S. DOE
Office of Fossil Energy and
Carbon Management-spon-
sored, Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law-funded applied re-
search projects: the National
Risk Assessment Partnership
and the Science-informed
Machine Learning to Accel-
erate Real-Time Decisions
in Subsurface Applications
Initiative.

ORION was developed
by LLNL seismologist Kayla
Kroll, LLNL’s Christopher
Sherman, who specializes
in computational geome-
chanics; and former LBNL
geophysicist Keurfon Luu.

LLNL computational geoscientist Chris Sherman (left) and seismologist Kayla Kroll
demonstrate the Operational FoRecasting for Induced Seismicity (ORION) toolkit that was
funded by the Department of Energy Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon Management
under the National Risk Assessment Partnership and the Science-Informed Machine
Learning for Accelerating Real-Time Decision in Subsurface Application Initiative.
ORION is a physics-based seismic-forecasting software platform to help operators and
regulators better understand and manage seismic hazards at carbon storage sites.

(Photo by Blaise Douros)

VA Medical Team to Visit Civic Center Library

The Veterans Affairs
Palo Alto Health Care Sys-
tem’s mobile medical out-
reach team will be at the
Livermore Civic Center
Library, 1188 S. Livermore
Ave., from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m., on Thursday, Aug. 24.

Medical providers will

be available for examina-
tions, consultations, and re-
ferrals for veterans enrolled
in the VA Palo Alto Health
Care System.

VA staff can also answer
questions for veterans who
are not enrolled or are un-
certain about their eligibil-

ity for medical or mental
health services. Veterans
not enrolled in the VA sys-
tem should bring a copy of
their DD-214.

For additional informa-
tion, go to library.livermo-
reca.gov or call 925-373-
5500.

Pleasanton’s downtown Main Street was turned into a Porsche showcase on Saturday,
Aug. 5 as dozens of the new and classic automobile were on display. The show
was part of Pleasanton’s First Weekends on Main event and was co-sponsored by
Porsche of Livermore. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia]
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

K9 Max assisted the Livermore Police Department on Tuesday, Aug. 1 by sniffing out
drugs during a traffic stop on Arroyo Road and Robertson Park. (Photo courtesy of Livermore

Police Department)

Livermore K-9 Makes Traffic Stop Drug Bust

On Tuesday, Aug.1, just
after 7 p.m. Livermore Po-
lice made a traffic stop on a
black Dodge Magnum for
vehicle code violations near
Arroyo Road and Robertson
Park.

While searching the ve-
hicle, police found a pre-
scription bottle of morphine

containing 42 pills that were
not prescribed to the sole
occupant of the vehicle, the
driver.

Police also located a
lockbox. K9 Max sniffed
the lockbox and alerted
officers to the presence
of narcotics. Inside the
lockbox, police found a

large amount of bags, a
scale, two scoopers, and
190 oxycodone pills in a
single press bag.

Police arrested 39-year-
old Matthew Sedra of Liv-
ermore for numerous drug
charges including the sell-
ing or transporting of a
controlled substance.

ARBITRATION

(Continued from first page)

The PPOA released a
statement on May 24 re-
jecting the city’s “best and
final offer” and unanimously
declaring an impasse to the
negotiations. The associ-
ation’s previous contract
then expired on May 31 and
members of the Pleasanton
Police Department (PPD)
have been working since then
without a contract under the
compensation terms of the
previous contract.

Pleasanton’s latest offer
included a 6.0% pay increase
during the first year of the
three-year contract, short of
the 10.5% increase asked for
by the PPOA.

“The city has offered
a generous compensation
package that represents one
of the largest pay increas-
es for police officers and
sergeants in its history,”
Pleasanton Communications
Manager Heather Tiernan
told The Independent. “The
city remains committed to
reaching an agreement that
works financially within bud-
get restraints, while demon-
strating its commitment to
the well-being of its police
officers and sergeants.”

But the PPOA has insist-
ed on a base-pay schedule
closer to the median of its
comparable cities — Milpi-
tas, Fremont, Concord, San
Leandro, Hayward, Liver-
more, Antioch, Union City
and Walnut Creek.

“It was disappointing
when we were told, at the
beginning of this, that we
were going to be at median
or slightly above, and then
the offer provided by the
city would not get us there,”
said PPOA President Brian
Jewell. “We’re not asking to
be the highest paid agency.
We’re just trying to be fairly
compensated and get to that
median, so (that) we can be
able to recruit and retain
officers in order to get all
our services back — all our
units back.”

The lower-end base pay,
coupled with a lack of spe-
cial-assignment pay and
retention pay have created
recruitment and retention
problems in the force, con-
tinued Jewell. Reduced ad-
vancement opportunities
have lowered department
morale, hampering recruit-
ment and thereby lowering
morale further.

Of the 75 PPOA PPD
positions, 10 are officers or
sergeants on leave, three are
unfilled, and two have new
hires pending, according to
Tiernan.

Lewellyn, however, ex-
pects two more vacancies
soon and noted that six of the
positions on leave are long
term and projected to also
become vacancies.

“We are projecting that
we will need to hire 25 to
30 officers in the next two
years,” said Jewell.

The PPD disbanded its
traffic enforcement, crime
prevention and special en-
forcement units because of

staff shortages, he continued.

Pleasanton’s website on
the topic, however, said,
“The city is not cutting units
within the police depart-
ment. The department has
reallocated personnel to meet
the department’s and our
community’s most critical
needs. The levels of service
provided by the Police De-
partment and response times
have remained the same.”

Although it appears the
reallocations amount to po-
lice force unit disbandments,
the city did not respond by
press time to confirm.

The city also continues to
view the negotiations in the
context of its overall financ-
es, with its General Fund
possibly operating at a deficit
as early as next fiscal year.

“The current offer submit-

ted by the city would increase
costs by more than $6.6
million over the three-year
contract term,” wrote the
city’s website. “This would
amount to a 36.9% increase
over the $17.9 million the
city currently pays annually
for personnel and benefits for
this bargaining unit.”

ARROYO
CELLARS

Tasting Room Open:
Saturday: 12 - 5pm,
Sunday: 12 - 5pm,
or by appointment

2270 Research Drive,
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

PN

SINCE 1960

) DERRELEBRENS

“fﬁéi! AIR CONDITIONING and HEATING
925.447.3000

www.millersacandheating.com
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home fairies lic

IN-HOME CARE

Our caring, friendly, and compassionate staff
and caregivers can be your personal “fairies”.
Bonded
For FREE assessment, call 925.526.0009
www.homefairies.com
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LIVE AT THE BANKHEAD

SAT
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3PM

GET TICKETS NOW!
LivermoreArts.org | 935.373.6800
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Marjorie Elaine Ander-
son, 94, ﬁassed away peace-
fully at ner home in Liver-
more, California on July
24, 2023, surrounded by
her loving family. Known
by her family and friends
as Marge or Midge, she was
born on Feb. 20, 1929, in
Mechanicville, New York,
to Leon and Laura Wiley.

She was raised in Or-
ange, Massachusetts from
1932-1952, and graduated
from Orange High School
in 1948. She worked as
a dental assistant before
enlisting in the Navy as a
WAVE 1n 1952 in Pensac-
ola, Florida. During her
service she met the love of
her life Albert W. Anderson,
Jr., (or “Andy” as he was
known), a Naval officer.
They married in 1954, be-
ginning their life together
and building a family. They
eventually settled in Liver-
more, California in 1970.

In addition to her dedi-
cation to family, she found
great joy in music, dancing,

Marjorie Elaine Anderson

Feb. 20, 1929 - July 24, 2023

travelling, babies, coffee,
the beauty of New England,
and cheering for the Boston
Red Sox. For 39 years, she
faithfully served as one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Marjorie is preceded in
death by her husband Andy,
arents Leon and Laura,
rothers Albert, Alfred,
Louis, half-brother Doug,
and half-sister Harriet Ma-
ganas.

She is survived by her
half-brother Lee Wiley
(Jan) and half-sister Mar-
ianne Crawford; her step-
sons Vic Anderson (Bren-
da?| and Chuck Anderson
(Sheri); and children Lau-
rie Tirrell (Chris), Karen
Newton, Susan Calkins,
Gail Higuera (Dan), Bill
Anderson, Lynne Clark
(Hal), James Anderson
and Richard Anderson.
She is also survived by
her 30 grandchildren, 39
great-grandchildren, four
great-great-grandchildren
and numerous nieces and
nephews.

A private graveside ser-
vice will be held at the
Golden Gate National Cem-
etery in San Bruno, Cali-
fornia.

A memorial service will
be held on Aug. 19, 2023, at
2P.m. at the Kingdom Hall
of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
878 Herman Avenue, Liv-
ermore, California and via
a Zoom link as requested.

Many small children are
enchanted with dinosaurs.
Very few, however, have
a lifetime fascination with
fossils. Robert Allen Long
was in the exceptional mi-
nority. Born May 23, 1946,
in Whittier, California, some
of Rob’s earliest childhood
memories are visiting the im-
pressive local public library
with his parents (Elsa Erbes
Lon% and O. Aubrey Long)
and his older brother (Tom).
There, in the children’s sec-
tion, Rob discovered many
books depicting dinosaurs.
He was hooked!

By age 11, Rob was sav-
ing up his allowance for bus
fare to downtown Los Ange-
les on weekends. From the
bus station, he hiked through
not-so-nice neighborhoods
to reach the towering city
library. For 25 cents, he
could get an inter-library
loan from almost anywhere
in the state, allowing him to
read scientific tomes and pa-
pers about fossil discoveries.
At that time, libraries did not
have photocopy machines
available to the public, so
Rob took tracing paper and
pencils to trace the illustrated
fossils.

By age 15, Rob had the
audacity to hitchhike to
University of California,
Berkeley, to tell Fulbright
scholar Dr. Samuel P. Welles
that he had made an error
in his scientific paper. Rob
believed that the dinosaur
was incorrectly described.
Sam was convinced, and
changed the mounted skele-
ton to show not one, but two
crests, as Rob suggested:
Dilophosaurus. That was
the beginning of a friendship
and working relationship that
lasted until Sam’s death in
1997. Sam invited Rob to
participate in summer “digs”
in Arizona, particularly at
the Petrified Forest National
Park (1965-68%. They also
took a 6-month trip across
the United States, taking over
30,000 shots of fossil bones
in museums along the way.

“Arizona Long,” as we
lovingly called him, had
field work adventures that
included encounters with
scorpions, rattlesnakes, flash
floods and quicksand. Then
there were the two dozen
kidney stones that occurred
after field seasons. Rob con-
sidered it all worth the joy of
discoveries.

Rob became a research
associate at UC Berkeley,

Robert Allen Long
May 23, 1946 — July 9, 2023

leading his own field crews
on fossil hunts in Petrified
Forest National Park. He
named most of the animals
found there, plus the local-
ities. During the summer of
1985, Rob was the leader of
a crew that discovered the
fossil remains of what Rob
called “a whopping small
dinosaur.” Rob named it
Chindesaurus — the world’s
oldest dinosaur!

That discovery, and the
military helicopter airlift of
the fossil from the Paint-
ed Desert to UC Berkeley,
touched off an international
news flurry, with television
and newspaper interviews.
Rob’s name and photograph
appeared in USA newspapers
from The San Francisco
Chronicle to the New York
Times, and many more. He
was featured as a “newsmak-
er” in Newsweek Magazine.
A documentary film was
made, which now can be
seen online via You-Tube.
(Its title is “A Whopping
Small Dinosaur.”) That doc-
umentary is shown each June
6 on “Dinosaur Day” at the
Petrified Forest National
Park.

Rob published a book
called “Dawn of the Dino-
saurs,” but in the world of
Ealeontology, Rob is best

nown for co-authoring with
Phil Murry in 1995 a Iength%/
monograph (254 pages) wit
the lengthy title of “Late Tri-
assic (Carnian and Norian)
Tetrapods from the South-
western United States.” It be-
came known as “The Green
Book™ (for its cover color)
by graduate students in many
parts of the world.

Paleontology provided
Rob with lots of special ex-
periences, including being
one of the consultants for
the 1992 movie “Jurassic

Park.” He and his colleague
Dale Russell told filmmaker
Phil Tippett that upright
dinosaurs would not have
forked tongues (which are
used by low-to-the-ground
or slithery creatures to sense
prey). But did it really matter
to the millions of people who
would see the movie? Was
it worth costly changes?
Apparently so.

During the summer of
1967, Rob was stayiné; in
Berkeley when a friend in-
vited him on a picnic in the
wine country sponsored by
UC Berkeley’s International
House. Rob happened to car-
pool with two other fellows
in a VW bug driven by Jerri
Pantages, who was living at
International House while
completing her teaching
credential. From that chance
encounter came a marriage
that lasted 54 years, until
Rob’s death on July 9, 2023,
after his 8-month battle with
esophageal cancer. They
lived in Pleasanton, Califor-
nia, for the past 45 years.

Besides Jerri, Rob is sur-
vived by their son Geoffrey
Elliott Long; brother Tom
Long (wife Kathy) of Walnut
Creek; nieces Melissa Long
and Natasha Leydecker and
their families; brothers-in-
law Richard Pantages (wife
Sandi) of Fremont and Tim
Pantages (wife Sue) of Ti-
gard, Oregon; plus, cousins,
colleagues, and friends who
have enriched his life.

Before his death, Rob was
pleased to donate his exten-
sive scientific library and
notes to the Petrified Forest
National Park (PFNP) to help
establish a research librar
for use by visiting paleontol-
ogists. Thanks to Bill Parker,
Program Manager, Resource
Stewardship and Science, for
facilitating the project. PFNP
has become THE center of
Triassic research in recent
decades. The research library
will be housed in an historic
building designed by archi-
tect Richard Neutra, which
is scheduled for restoration
and refurnishing. Memori-
al donations to the project
may be made to: http://give.
nationalparks.org/goto/Rob-
ert_Allen_Long

At Rob’s request, no me-
morial services will be held.
Special thanks to Kaiser
Permanente’s departments
of oncology, palliative care
and hospice for helping Rob
maintain his quality of life
until the very end.

Patricial L. Lanning was
a b4-year resident of Pleas-
anton. She died Wednesday,
July 23 at her home after a
brief illness.

She was a native of Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania and
moved to Fremont with her
family in the early 1960s,
where she graduated from
Mission High school in Fre-
mont. Patricia also attended
Chabot / Las Positas college.

Patricia was a lover of
animals and always had
numerous pets. She recently
adopted eight feral cats in the
last year.

In the 1970s she showed
dogs, in the 1970s through
the early 1990s she owned
and raced thoroughbred race-
horses. In the 2000°s she
showed Siamese cats.

Patricia was active over
the years with many char-
itable organizations. She
was proudest of running
the Horsemen’s Benevolent
and Protective Association
— Ladies Auxiliary at Bay
Meadows in the 1980 and the

Patricia L. Lanning
July 23, 1949 - July 26, 2023

monies raised to purchase a
modern horse ambulance at
Bay Meadows Racetrack.

Patricia was a Pari-Mu-
tual clerk for over 20 years
and worked at racetracks
throughout Northern Cali-
fornia. Patricia retired from
EDC Electric Inc in Fremont,
California where she was the
office manager.

Patricia is preceded in
death by her husband Mi-
chael Lanning, her parents
Collette Oldfield and Ken-
neth Oldfield, as well as
sister Denise Goulter.

Patricia is survived by
her current husband John
Bidwell of Pleasanton, sister
Sharon MacConell (Tom) of
Bradenton, Florida, broth-
er-in-law and sister-in-law
Robert and Patricia Bonder-
ud of San Rafael, California
as well as many nephews,
nieces and great-nieces and
great-nephews.

Services: Visitation from
4-7p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 9,
at Graham-Hitch Mortuary,
4167 First St., Pleasanton.

Funeral: Thursday, Aug.
10, 10 a.m. at St Augustine
Catholic Church, 3999 Ber-
nal Ave, Pleasanton, Cali-
fornia.

Burial will be at St Au-
gustine’s Cemetery, Pleas-
anton.

Memorial Gifts: Paws in
Need, P.O. Box 3436, San
Ramon, California, 94583

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

history and the arts.

Europe he fon

Rio Vista.

follow.

On July 5, 2023, Raphael Eugene Wolf, 77, of
Sebastopol, California passed away at his home with
his family by his side. He was diagnosed with a rare
form of lymphoma in October 2022. He responded to
early treatments sufficiently to take a bucket list trip
to Costa Rica with his family in May 2023 where he
was able to enjoy the Pura Vida, natural beauty and
friendly people (and zip lines and ATVs!).

Raphael was born on Jan. 31, 1946. He was the
youngest of three children and grew up in Castro
Valley, California with his parents and older sisters.
He graduated from Castro Valley High in 1963 and
in 1965 he married the future mother of his children,
Wanda Lee Jones. They were married for 10 years.

Aveteran of the Vietnam War, Raphael enlisted in
the United States Navy in 1965. During his five years
of active duty, he rose to the rank of Second-Class
Petty Officer and was a radioman for the Seventh Fleet Command Flag Staff. His
home ports included Coos Bay, Oregon and Yokosuka, Japan. Raphael treasured
his memories of living overseas, exploring Japan and visiting locations such as
the Philippines and Hong Kong. He and his family are eternally grateful for the
medical care provided by the Veterans Administration.

Upon his discharge from the Navy in 1970, he returned to the San Francisco Bay
Area in Livermore and began a career with Chicago Bridge and Iron as a painter
and member of the Boilermakers Union.

As he worked full time, he went to night school and graduated with an As-
sociates of Arts Degree from Chabot College in 1977. He was always a lover of

Raphael Eugene Wolf
Jan.31,1946 - July 5, 2023

He loved his family, and he loved being outdoors. Often you would hear him
sz?/ that having and raising his children was the proudest accomplishment of his
life. He spent many years taking his kids and their friends camping, coaching
youth sports and being a Scoutmaster. He introduced many people to the wonders
of Yosemite and of course, cheering on the San Francisco Giants!

Later in life when his children were out of house, he moved to Berkeley where
he made many friends in the Buddhist community, Vision Circle and men’s groups.
When CBI closed the Bay Area location, he started his own house painting business
until he retired. He headed north about 20 years ago to Sebastopol where he enjoyed
most of his retirement. He was very active with an intentional community Green
Valley Village and the senior center as a volunteer greeter! This was the perfect
job for him, he never met a stranger and had the gift of gab!

Raphael was the kindest, most selfless person many have ever met. He was gen-
erous with what he had and with his time. He was always there when you needed
him. In his retirement he enjoyed spending time with his family and friends, road
tripping, readin?, and watching movies. He even enjoyed a 2-month trip exploring
dly called the “Grand Tour”.

He was preceded in death by parents Melchior and Isabel Wolf. He is survived
by his son John Wolf and his wife Laurelyn of Livermore, daughter Michelle Welch
and her hushband Chad of New York City, grandson Lucian Wolf and granddaughter
Joely Wolf, Sister Mary Baughn of Castro Valley and sister Patricia Songey of

A celebration of life will be held at the amphitheater at Lone Tree Cemetery,
24591 Fairview Ave. in Hayward on Saturday, Aug. 19 at 10 a.m. Reception to

Judith Dee (Potter, Folkendt) Holm
Feb. 12, 1942 - July 19, 2023

Judy was born in Stock-
ton, California on Feb. 12,
1942, to Leroy and June Pot-
ter. She attended El Dorado
Grammar School, Stockton
High and was in the first
graduating class from AA
Stagg High School. She then
attended Stockton College
for two years. Judy mar-
ried her high school sweet-
heart, Stefan Folkendt, and
had two sons, Michael and
Brian. She worked in the
secretarial/business field on
and off over the years while
raising the family.

Forty years ago, Judy met
Ernie Holm. They fell in
love and married. He loved
and adored her; they had a
wonderful life of travel all
over the world. Judy truly
loved to travel and visited
over 25 different countries,
some several times. In ad-
dition to her love of travel,

Judy was extraordinarily
creative and loved all forms
of sewing, embroidery and
ﬁarn work. Throughout

er life, she lovingly made
countless clothes, toh/s,
quilts, and numerous other
gifts for her entire family.
Two and a half years ago

Judy and Ernie embarked
on another adventure and
moved to Nampa, ldaho.

Judy suffered from leu-
kemia for the last 25-plus
years of her life. She fought
the illness and never let it get
her down even after numer-
ous chemo treatments and
multiple unrelated surgeries.
She passed away peacefully
surrounded by family on
Wednesday, July 19, 2023,
at the age of 81.

Judy is survived by her
husband, Ernest Holm, her
sister Sharon Schumacher,
two sons Michael Folkendt
and Brian Folkendt, daugh-
ter Lisa Holm, her niece
Melanie Hoots, six grand-
children, and five great-
grandchild_ren. Jud?( will

e truly missed. In lieu of
flowers, please contribute
to Hope Hospice, Nampa,
Idaho.

Rodman M Elfin passed
away peacefully at age 93,
on July 19, 2023, with his
family at his side. Rod was
a truly beloved husband, fa-
ther, grandfather and friend.
He is remembered vividl
for the steady love, kind-
ness, patience, c};}enerosity,
and attention with which he
enfolded his circle of family
and friends.

Born in New York City
and raised in New Jersey,
Rod graduated high school
early, and later attended Syr-
acuse University where he
studied Business Adminis-
tration, also graduating in
3% years, magna cum laude.
There he met and courted
his future wife of 62 years,
Doroth%/ Green. He went on
to earn his law degree at New
York University.

In his varied career, Rod
served as Staff Judge Advo-
cate (Captain) in the United
States Air Force; practiced
as an attorney; and was a
partner in our family dry
cleaning business. At age
44 he returned to school and
earned his master’s degree in
law, also at NYU. He went
on to become a professor of
business law at Washington
State University. Go Cougs!.
This mid-life career change
prompted him and Dorothy
to move from their long-time
home in Livingston, New
Jersey to Pullman, Washing-

Rodman M. Elfin
Sept. 15,1929 — July 19, 2023

ton in 1977. This was Rod’s
true calling - he loved being
a professor and loved being
in the Pacific Northwest.
At WSU, he achieved great
success, publishing 28 ar-

ticles, receiving numerous
faculty scholarship awards,
and particiﬁating In numer-
ous leadership roles at WSU.

Upon retirement, Rod and
Dorothy moved to Spokane,
Washington, and later to
Livermore, California.

Rod was known for his
enthusiastic singing, typi-
cally patriotic songs at fes-
tive %atherings, including
in public. If you’ve been to
a Livermore restaurant and
heard a family start singing a
patriotic song like God Bless

America during dinner- it
was probably the Elfins, led
by Rod.

He derived great satis-
faction from planting and
nurturing hundreds of trees
on his land on the Columbia
River in Northport, Wash-
ington.

For six decades Rod was
our family photo-biographer,
taking, organizing, and dis-
tributing pictures of every
special event and the life
in between. He was also a
talented darkroom photogra-
pher, creating striking artistic
Images.

But mostly, Rod will be
forever remembered by his
family for his love, kindness,
and generous soul, displayed
every minute of his life,
through words and actions.
He never had to say he loved
you because you knew it. We
were incredibly fortunate to
have him in our lives.

Rod was preceded in
death by his cherished wife
Dorothy, and beloved daugh-
ter Andrea. He leaves behind
his son Jon, daughter Susan,
five grandchildren Jessica,
Jacob, Sarah, Grace and
Benjamin, daughter-in-law
Lynn Monica, and sons-in-
law Scott Mainwaring and
Allan Sull.

Donations in Rod’s honor
may be made to sunflower-
hill.org or hopehospice.com.

Proceeded in death by her
father Jacinto Vieira Silva,
mother Maria Doceu Silva,
son Joey Anthony Alves; six
brothers, two sisters; seven
nephews and one niece.

Survived by daughter

Eduina Jesus Silva
July 23, 1949 - July 26, 2023

Jacqueline Burford, grand-
daughter Kari Lynn Col-
lins and great-grandsons
Greyson Collins and Jaxon
Collins all of Modesto as
well as three sisters and
many nephews.

Callaghan Mortuary is
honored to be serving the
Silva family. An online
guestbook is available for
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.
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Janis Scott Detterman
Nov. 11,1930 - July 16,2023

Livermore, California
(formerly Sequim, Wash-
ington and Sunnyvale, Cal-
ifornia)

Janis Scott Detterman
passed away July 16, 2023,
in Livermore after a lengthy
illness. She was born Nov.
11, 1930, in Troy, New York
to Eugene Field and H. Jean
Scott.

She was preceded in death
by her sister Shirley (Scot-
tie) Spencer. Jan grew u
in White Plains, New Yor
and graduated from high
school in 1948. She attend-
ed the College of Wooster
(Wooster, Ohio) and earned a
bachelor’s degree in geology
in 1952, where she was one
of the rare women geologic
graduates of the time, after
r«ﬂecting the council of her
advisors that women did
not belon% in geology. Jan
was soon hired by the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS)
in Washington D.C. for field
work in the desert southwest.
She published 28 maps, and
co-authored one professional
publication during her time
at the USGS. In 1954 Janis
married another geologist
Robert (Bob) L. Detterman,
whom she met working at
the USGS.

In 1957 the young couple
relocated from Arlington,
Virginia to Sunnyvale, Cali-
fornia when Bob was trans-
ferred with the entire USGS
Alaskan Branch to Menlo

Park. A son Mark was born
in 1955 and a daughter Lynda
was born in 1957. Jan took
time off from her career to
stay home and raise the kids.
Jan enjoyed sewing, making
teddy bears, and became a
cooking and canning whiz.
She enjoyed tackling many
new recipes and cuisines
and baked an unusually wide
variety of Christmas cookies
every Kear. She managed the
household and kids for the
summer months when Bob
was in remote Alaska every
year. Jan reapplied to the
USGS in 1975 and was hired
as a map and technical editor
in the Technical Report Unit

(TRU) at the USGS for many
official USGS publications.
She worked at the USGS for
another 20 years.

Followin% Bob’s death
in 1990, and her subsequent
retirement from the USGS
in 1995, Jan relocated to
their 15-acre dream ranch
near Sequim, Washington
and lived there for 21 years,
where she kept multiple hors-
es and dogs, and had many
adventures. She met many
new friends, and thoroughly
enjoyed living on the Olym-
pic peninsula. In October
2016 she reluctantly relocat-
ed back to the Bay Areato be
near family.

Jan is survived by her son
Mark Detterman (wife Karel)
of Hayward, and daughter
L%/nda Helms (husband Tim)
of Livermore, three grand-
sons, Erik Helms of Oakland,
Ryan Helms of Vail, Arizona,
and Tyler (wife Morgan)
Helms, and one great-grand-
daughter, Eden Joy, of Round
Lake Beach, Illinois

Services will be an-
nounced later. Donations in
Jan’s memory may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, the Nature Conservan-
cy, or in her memory to your
favorite charity.

Callaghan Mortuary is
honored to be serving the
Detterman family. An online
guestbook is available for
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.

James Walter Fischer, 79,
of Livermore, CA, passed
away peacefully at home on
August 1, 2023.

Jim was born on Sept. 7,
1943, to Walter Carl Wilhelm
Fischer and Pauline Kath-
erine (Thaemert) Fischer in
Twin Falls, Idaho. The fam-
ily dairy farm was in Clover,
Idaho where Jim attended
Trinity Lutheran School.
In 1956, they moved to a
vineyard farm in Lodi, Cal-
ifornia. During high school,
he worked as a lab tech at
Lodi Memorial Hospital. Jim
graduated from Lodi Union
High School in 1961. He
continued his education at
San Joaquin Delta College
before transferring to the
University of the Pacific
(UOP) in Stockton, Califor-
nia with a scholastic schol-
arship. There he fell in love
with Patricia Anne March.
They were married in the
Morris Chapel at UOP on
Sep.5, 1964. He graduated
with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Chemistry from
UOP in 1965 with high hon-
ors.

During breaks from UOP,
Jim worked as a summer
student at Lawrence Radi-
ation Laboratory (LRL). In
1966, he began his profes-
sional career as a Chemist
at LRL, which eventually
became Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory,
where he enjoyed working
with those he considered

James Walter Fischer
Sept. 7,1943 — Aug. 1, 2023

to be among the best and
bri%htest on challenging

roblems while developing
ifelong friendships over four
decades before retiring in
2005. He moved his family
to Livermore in 1967 where
they lived in the same home
for fifty-four years before
moving to Heritage Estates
in 2021 where he enjoyed
many social activities.

Jim was a loving and
devoted husband and father,
who selflessly prioritized the
needs and happiness of his
family and loved ones above
his own. Jim’s love for Patri-
cia was always ever present
and clear to all. He formed
a particularly strong bond
with his grandson, Michael.

Jim and Pat enjoyed road
trips and picnics with their
extended family, including
countless trips to many na-
tional parks and beaches.

Keenly interested in ma-
chinery from his early child-
hood growing up as a farm
boy, Jim was finally able
to afford a new car, a much
prized and doted on metallic
green Dodge Coronet 500,
In 1969. A favorite pastime
was evaluating the latest car
models at the local dealers
where he clearly knew more
than any salesman. He was
an avid photographer, me-
morializing family trips and
events.

Jim was predeceased by
his parents, Walter and Pau-
ling, and his brother Tom. He
is survived by his wife Patri-
cia, son Matthew, daughter-
in-law Kathleen, grandson
Michael, and sister Gloria
Todd.

A funeral service will be
held on Wednesday, Aug.
23, 2023, at 10 a.m., at the
Callaghan Mortuary (3833
East Ave. In Livermore)
with the burial at 11:30 a.m.
at the Roselawn Cemetery
(1240 N Livermore Ave. in
Livermore). A reception will
follow.

Callaghan Mortuary is
honored to be serving the
Fischer family. An online
guestbook is available for
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.

Elton Mederios passed
away on Aug. 5, 2023, at the
age of 81.

He was born at St. Paul’s
Hospital in Livermore, Cal-
ifornia and raised in Pleas-
anton, California by his par-
ents Manuel Mederios and
Isabel (Hiﬂuera) Mederios,
alongside his older brother,
Leonard, who survives him.

Elton graduated from
Amador High School in
Pleasanton, California in
1959. His junior year of
high school he met the love
of his life, Marjorie Terra.
They married in 1962, and
two years later had their
only child, Kenneth, who
in turn gave them their only
grandchild, Nicholas.

Elton worked at Sandia
National Laboratories in
Livermore, California for 32
years, retiring in 1996.

He was a devoted pa-
rishioner of Saint Michael’s
Catholic Church in Liver-
more, where he also served
many years as an usher and
volunteered in the food

pantrly. ]
Elton most enjoyed
spending time and offering

Elton Mederios
Oct. 12, 1941 — Aug. 5, 2023

-

a helping hand to family,

friends and the community.

He also enjoyed research-

ing his famllk/ history, bike
o

riding, and long walks in
Sycamore Park. He was an
avid snow skier, antique
collector, and gardener. He
and Marjorie loved to travel,
which included cruises to
the Caribbean and rivers
in Europe, as well as trips
to Italy, Portugal, and most
recently, Switzerland.
Elton leaves behind his

wife Marjorie, son Kenneth,
randson Nick, daughter-in-
aw, April, brother, Leon-
ard, two sisters-in-law, Pat
Gonzales and Betty Farley,
along with many cousins,
nieces, and nephews. Elton
will be remembered by all
who knew him as a loving,
selfless, generous, and gen-
tle man.

The rosary will be said
at Callaghan Mortuary in
Livermore on Tuesday, Aug.
15, 5 p.m., followed by a
viewing from 6-8 p.m.

Mass will take place at St.
Michael's Catholic Church
in Livermore on Wednesday;,
Aug. 16, at noon.

The internment will
take place at St. Augustine
Cemetery in Pleasanton on
Thursday, Aug. 17, at 11
a.m

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be made to the
Alzheimer's Association at
2290 N. First Street #212,
San Jose, California, 95131
or to Grace and Glory Hos-
pice at 2145 Elkins Way
#A, Brentwood, California,
94513.

AIRPORT

(Continued from first page)

of trying to have dropdowns
because then you can per-
form statistical analyses,”
said Bertsch. “It’s really
hard to perform statistical
analyses on paragraphs.”

Pleasanton residents con-
tinued to generate the major-
ity of complaints — about
70% — while Livermore
residents filed 29% and Dub-
lin the remainder.

“There’s a lot in the east-
ern side of Pleasanton, just
off of Stoneridge, which is
where our prevailing winds
caused departures to go,”
explained Bertsch. “Then,
when we flip the runways
and something different hap-
pens, we get an increased
number of complaints. Odd-
ly enough, we also see an
increased number of com-
plaints west of the airport
when we’re landing east.”

With winds generally
coming from the west at
Livermore, and a strong
preference for planes to land
and takeoff into the wind,
aircraft tend to depart to the
west and arrive from the east
on the airport’s two parallel
runways, according to a bro-
chure provided by the airport.

But when winds blow
out of the east, the situation
reverses, and some aircraft
arriving from the east must
circle around south of the
airport to set themselves up
for their final approach on
the Pleasanton side.

Although the Federal Avi-
ation Administration (FAA)
controls the airspace above

Livermore and prevents the
city from denying or limiting
access to aircraft, the airport
distributes information to
pilots recommending ar-
rival and departure routes
that avoid residential areas.
Livermore also implements
a curfew — the city’s Vol-
untary Restraint from Night
Flying Policy — that encour-
ages pilots to avoid flying
between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.

“As soon as an airplane
takes off, it’s in the National
Airspace System — out of
jurisdiction,” said Commis-
sioner Darin Bishop. “Really,
if there’s an airplane flying
unsafely or creating a hazard
to person or property on the
ground, the FAA is the agen-
cy that should be contacted.”

About 4.5% of the June
complaints resulted from
nighttime operations, down
from 15.2% in May and
14.1% in April.

Flight instructor Keith
Johns suggested at the meet-
ing that Livermore improve
its signage about noise-abate-
ment procedures along its
taxiways. He also proposed
signs in the airport’s run-up
areas — the space where air-
planes perform final system
checks before taking off —
which currently lack signs.

“Many of the piston tran-
sient pilots never even get
out of the airplane,” added
Pete Sandhu, owner of Liv-
ermore’s Five Rivers Avia-
tion, emphasizing the need
for signs targeted at taxiing
aircraft.

Transient aircraft arrive
at Livermore from other air-
ports, whereas local aircraft
are based at the airport. Out
of the 16,968 landings and
takeoffs at Livermore in
June, about 33% were from
transient aircraft.

Airport Manager Michael
Musca responded that staff
already had plans to install
4-by-10-foot signs else-
where, reminding pilots of
night-flying restrictions and
noise-abatement procedures,
and will consider Johns’s
suggestions.

Musca to Retire

Musca also announced
a career update at the Aug.
7 meeting.

“l am going to be re-retir-
ing,” he said. “I’ve retired a
few times, and I’m going to
be retiring for good this time
in September.”

Musca’s tenure at Liver-
more, which began in Jan-
uary, succeeded former Air-
port Manager Sean Moran,
who himself only held the
role for a little over a year.

“We completed the three
projects that we started out
with when I first took over,”
continued Musca, referring to
the recently adopted Hangar
Waitlist and Airport Devel-
opment policies along with
the airport’s new noise-re-
porting system. “I just ap-
preciate all the assistance
that (the commission has)
given me while I’ve been
here, and all the input from
the community. But (I’m)
going back to retirement.”

VALLEY

(Continued from first page)

violators failed to see the
intersection’s stop signs.
By bringing the corners
closer toward the center, the
city hopes to provide more
visibility for the stop signs.
The change will also reduce
the distance required for
pedestrians to cross.

But the new design will
also remove the intersec-
tion’s right-turn pockets,
which previously allowed
right-turning cars to bypass
five to six cars stopped at
the stop sign. Tiernan said
that, on average, the pockets
allowed those cars to turn 30
to 48 seconds sooner during
peak hours.

A city webpage on the
traffic changes explained,
“Many of the safety im-
provements that are made
in the city come at the cost
of increased delay. Traffic
signals and stop signs are

prime examples of safety
improvements that increase
delays. The removal of the
right-turn pockets elimi-
nates a lane that pedestrians
must negotiate and reduces
the total crossing distance.”

The right-turn pockets,
however, made no differ-
ence to vehicle-wait times
during off-peak hours, ac-
cording to Tiernan.

Traffic changes to an-
other intersection — where
Valley crosses Paseo Santa
Cruz North — will begin
on Sept. 15, also with video
monitoring. Intended to cap-
ture the effects on school-
year commute patterns, the
city will place traffic cones
there to reflect planned de-
sign changes.

Pleasanton, which ex-
periences 10 to 15 pedes-
trian-vehicle collisions per
year, ranks the intersection

of Valley and Paseo Santa
Cruz North as the third high-
est in the city, according to
Tiernan. Only Rose Avenue
at Main Street and Santa
Rita Road at Valley Avenue
rank higher.

All six accidents reported
last year at the Paseo Santa
Cruz North intersection con-
sisted of vehicle-pedestrian
collisions.

“If stop sign violations
continue, staff will evaluate
and propose additional/
alternate modifications that
can improve vehicle compli-
ance, such as traffic signals,
roundabouts, or raised inter-
sections,” wrote the city’s
website.

Traffic signals cost be-
tween $750,000 and $1
million to buy and install,
said Tiernan, higher than the
$50,000 estimated cost of
the proposed traffic changes.

IGNITION
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available following the July
30 experiment.

The December NIF ex-
periment was historic in the
sense that it was the first
anywhere to achieve energy
“gain” — to generate more
energy than was required to
trigger the fusion reactions.

Almost immediately,
word of the achievement
spread to an excited fusion
research community and to
the news media, leading to
a deluge of publicity even
before the U.S. Department
of Energy held a press con-
ference with senior Wash-
ington officials, as well as
with LLNL managers and
research leaders.

As aresult, fusion energy
enthusiasts began speculat-
ing that fusion-based power
plants might soon be avail-
able for commercial energy
purposes.

The scientists respon-
sible for the NIF research
were generally more cau-
tious, however. In various
briefings and interviews,
they noted that NIF is not
aimed at commercial ener-
gy and lacks many of the
characteristics that a hypo-
thetical power plan is likely

to require.

NIF is a defense project,
a major component of LL-
NL’s responsibilities under
the U.S. Stockpile Steward-
ship Program for ensuring
the safety and reliability of
American nuclear weapons
in the absence of full-scale
nuclear testing.

NIF serves as a platform
for carefully designed, high
value experiments that may
take place at intervals of
days or even weeks using
individually crafted targets.

By contrast, a hypotheti-
cal laser-based power plant
would likely make use of
the energy generated by a
steady stream of small fu-
sion explosions, several per
second, around the clock.

For the sake of econom-
ical operation, targets filled
with fusion fuel would need
to be mass produced and
inexpensive, and the laser
would need to be extremely
powerful, reliable, precise
and capable of firing rapidly.

The necessary technolo-
gies may turn out to be fea-
sible, but developing them
will not be simple and in any
case, that is not NIF’s goal.

LLNL director Budil and

others have insisted that
while they are optimistic
that fusion will eventually
be harnessed, actual power
plants are likely some de-
cades in the future.

As for the details of the
July 30 experiment, the
Laboratory plans to release
them in a manner consis-
tent with the usual scientif-
ic process, according to a
Laboratory spokesperson.
That means careful analysis
over a period of weeks and
months followed by pre-
sentations to professional
conferences and publication
of technical articles in scien-
tific journals.

In the excitement of last
December’s experimental
results, that time-honored
process was impossible
to follow as news media
rushed to publication with
stories picked up from un-
identified sources and from
other news media.

Now, however, the Lab-
oratory intends to return to
the tradition of asking its
scientists to present their
findings first to an audience
of peers, allowing the news
media to pick up the story
afterwards.

EMERALD

(Continued from first page)

the library and student union
buildings; and myriad de-
tails from heating, venti-
lation and air conditioning
and drywall installation to
traffic lights and sidewalk
improvements. Rojas said
he has visited the site every
two to three weeks and sees

improvements every time
he goes.

The budget for Phase
1 is $282 million, and so
far, contractor BHM Con-
struction is on time and on
budget.

“While there is still
much work to be done, we

are making tremendous
progress as we move to-
ward completing Phase 1
and welcoming students
on campus,” said DUSD
Superintendent Chris Funk.
“Staff and BHM Builders
will be updating the board
and the community on the

progress at the Sept. 26
board meeting.”

Emerald High athletic
teams are also preparing for
the new season. Freshman
basketball, football, volley-
ball, tennis and golf teams
have all begun forming.

Rojas said he and his

team have reached out to
stakeholders in the com-
munity, ensuring needs
are met and the process
goes smoothly. His team
of teachers are almost all
voluntary transfers from
within the district, a feat he
is proud of.

“You want teachers
who want to be part of the
school,” he said. “We have
done a lot of work around
staffing, and on top of teach-
ers, we have fully staffed
our office this coming year.”

For more information,
visit www.dublin.k12.ca.us.
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The Little League 50/70 Intermediate World Series championship game at Max Baer
fields in Livermore was held on Sunday, Aug. 6. USA champions Tampa Keystone
representing the southeast, took on the West Seoul little league team representing
Asia Pacific. Asia Pacific won 11-4. Top: Southeast third baseman Gavin McCaffrey
tags out Asia-Pacific’s Jiwoo Yoo. Above: After winning the championship, members
of the Asia Pacific team bow to their families in recognition of their support. [See photo
gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Aarnav Kannu, back row far left, a senior at Amador Valley High School in Pleasanton,

visited Japan this summer as a member of Team California in the National Junior

Olympics program. The California team competed against Japan and Canada in the
selective program which chooses only 13 participants from each state to compete.
Aarna spent 10 days immersed in the Japanese culture, staying with a host family.
Team California, who represented the USA, beat both Japan and Canada in a dual meet.

(Photo courtesy of Aarnav Kannu)

Bankhead to Screen ‘Elvis of Cambodia’ Documentary

The Bankhead Theater
in Livermore will host the
Northern California pre-
miere of the documentary
“Elvis of Cambodia” at 6
p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 12.

The film is being pre-
sented by Mony Nop and
Sophaline Mao, both Cam-
bodian immigrants and
members of the Mony Nop
Team at Compass Real
Estate in Livermore, in
conjunction with Barang
Films.

The feature-length film
celebrates the life and leg-
acy of Cambodia’s most
famous singer, Sinn Sis-
amouth, who rose to fame
in the 1950s and *60s.

Sisamouth was executed
by the Khmer Rouge in
1976 along with an esti-
mated 90% of the country’s
performing artists during
the Communist Party of
Kampuchea’s brutal reign
from 1974 to 1979. He
was 43.

As Cambodian-Amer-
icans who were directly
impacted by the genocide,
Nop and Mao said they felt
obligated to bring the docu-
mentary film to Livermore.

“Music serves as a con-
nector across cultures and
stretches beyond language,”
Nop said, adding that “Elvis
of Cambodia” is not only a
film about Sisamouth, but
“the plight of the Cambodi-
an identity, our rich history

of music and resilience as a
community to carry on this
legacy.”

Nop also serves as an
Ambassador of the Arts for
the Bankhead Theatre.

The screening will be
followed by a Q&A with
the film’s director, Chris
Parkhurst, who said he
learned about Sisamouth
and his legacy while work-
ing on another documentary

in Cambodia. Parkhurst said
the Khmer people “spoke of
[Sisamouth’s] music bring-

ing them back to happier
times when Cambodia ex-
perienced peace and pros-
perity.”

Tickets range from $25
to $50, with discounts for
students, seniors, and active
members of the military,
and are available online at
livermorearts.org.

ROBBERY

(Continued from first page)

gan June 2 when prosecu-
tors in Price’s office filed
robbery and assault with
firearm charges against
Colby Berry, a 21-year-old
Fremont resident suspected
of robbing two women at
the Arroyo Park Shopping
Center on First Street near
Las Positas Road.

Police raced to the shop-
ping center at 5:00 that
evening responding to nu-
merous reports of a man
assaulting a woman and try-
ing to take her purse, said
Azenith Smith, a Livermore
police spokesperson.

The woman fought back
in a 30-second struggle
that would send her to the
doctor for sutures, police
said. After attacking her,
the assailant robbed another
woman of her purse at gun-
point, jumped into a car and
sped away.

Detectives quickly iden-
tified Berry as a suspect.
Not only was the crime
captured on security video,
but Berry was also on pa-
role and his ankle monitor
placed him at the scene.

With the help of Berry’s
parole officer, Livermore
detectives arrested him at
the Oakland parole office
on May 31. Investigators
searched Berry’s home,
finding a Glock handgun
believed to have been used
in the robberies, Smith said.

At the time police an-
nounced Berry’s arrest,
Young said he found it
disturbing that Berry was
already released from pris-
on following a conviction
for shooting at an inhabited
dwelling in 2021.Young
said he hoped the criminal
justice system “would hold
him accountable for his
continued violence.”

In his letter to Price,
Young said Berry’s alleged
robberies “shock the con-
science of our community.”

“If you break down the
facts, they’re egregious,”
Young told The Indepen-
dent. “I mean, the fact that
he’s on parole for a prior
shooting, wearing an ankle
monitor, and then goes out
and commits two more
crimes. | think the facts of
this case cry out for more
severe consequences.”

In addition to the rob-
bery and assault counts,
prosecutors charged Berry
with being a felon in pos-
session of a firearm and car-
rying a concealed weapon.
A conviction would serve
as a second strike under the
state’s “three strikes law,”
which can result in a career
criminal sent to prison for
25 years to life.

In a July 6 letter, Young
encouraged Price to add
use-of-gun and “career
criminal” enhancements.
The enhancements would
up his potential sentence if
convicted from 13 years in
prison to 25 years, Young
said.

“The thing about the 13
years — it’s very mislead-
ing,” Young told The Inde-
pendent. “Thirteen years
is the maximum exposure
under the current propos-
al, but we all know that
nobody really serves that
much of the term. Usually,
they come up with some
plea deal that’s somewhere
in the middle, and so once
you do all that, a 13-year
exposure really equals a
year or two in custody.”

In his letter to Price,
Young said Berry’s alleged
offenses were “exactly why
enhancements exist.”

“His history of violence
involving firearms, general
disregard for the law, cal-
lousness toward members
of our community, and the
unlawful use of a firearm
justify the use of enhance-
ments as necessary tools to
safeguard the public against
an individual who poses a
clear danger to their safe-
ty,” Young wrote.

In her written response
released to The Indepen-
dent, Price said the state
legislature gave prosecu-
tors the discretion to file
enhancements while con-
sidering the “interests of

justice” in determining
whether they were appro-
priate. Price said Berry’s
previous conviction was
his first as an adult and he
would face a parole viola-
tion in addition to the 13
years, she said.

During her campaign for
district attorney in 2022,
Price championed herself
as a defense and civil rights
attorney who would bring
necessary reform to the of-
fice from the outside. Price
said she opposed the death
penalty and life sentences
that did not give defendants
the opportunity for parole.
Everyone, she said, should
have a chance at release.

Price also opposed en-
hancements, saying they
disproportionately affected
people of color and resulted
in mass incarceration. She
reiterated that in her letter
to Young, saying overuse of
enhancements has resulted
in Alameda County “having
the fifth largest county jail
in the country.”

“There is no compelling
evidence that enhancements
improve public safety,”
Price wrote. “Numerous
studies suggest exactly the
opposite. In fact, one study
found that each additional
sentence year enhancement
causes a 4% to 7% increase
in recidivism that eventual-
ly outweighs any benefit.”

She added that a UCLA
study in 2022 found that
70% of the people serving
life without parole (LWOP)
enhancement sentences in
Alameda County are Black,
“while we are less than 10%
of the county’s population.”
She added that 7% of those
serving LWOP sentences
are white, although whites
comprise 40% of the pop-
ulation.

“What we have learned
is that enhancements may
feed the revolving door of
crime, clearly contribute
to racial injustice and si-
phon our public resources,
making it more difficult
to invest in interventions
addressing the root causes
of harmful behavior.”

In April, Price issued a
memo prohibiting prose-
cutors from filing enhance-
ments against defendants in
“an effort to bring balance
back to sentencing and
reduce recidivism.” Price
allowed for exceptions on
a case-by-case basis “in-
volving the most vulnerable
victims and in specified ex-
traordinary circumstances.”

Young said he was dis-
appointed with Price’s de-
cision on Berry. The chief
said he plans to monitor
Berry’s case through the
court process and do what
he can to advocate for pub-
lic safety.

“The frustrating part
is these laws are on the
books,” Young said. “They
should be prosecuted, and
especially in a case where
there’s extreme violence
and especially two separate
crimes in a fairly short peri-
od of time. I’m just worried

that if we don’t hold him
accountable at this point,
there’s going to be more
victims.”

Since her election, Price
has shaken up the DA’s
office and become a con-
troversial figure. Price fired
some prosecutors, while
others quit. She reopened
police shooting cases
deemed justified by her
predecessor, including one
in Pleasanton, and dropped
the special circumstances
allegations against two
men charged with killing
23-month-old Jasper Wu
on the 880 Freeway in
Oakland in 2021.

Price also angered
Lorie Mohs, the mother of
26-year-old loss prevention
officer Blake Mohs, who
was shot to death when he
tried to stop a suspected
shoplifter Benicia Knapps
at the Home Depot store in
Pleasanton in April. Price’s
office charged Knapps with
murder but did not add
enhancements or special
circumstances allegations.
Although Knapps could
potentially spend the rest
of her life behind bars, the
lack of special circumstanc-
es allegations means she
will have a chance at parole
if convicted. The lack of
enhancements means that
chance would come sooner
rather than later.

Mohs, speaking at a
House Judiciary Committee
hearing on retail theft in
June, criticized Price with-
out using her name when
asked by Tri-Valley Con-
gressman Eric Swalwell if
she wanted to use the public
forum to comment on the
prosecutors in her son’s
case. Mohs responded that
her son’s alleged killer was
not charged appropriately.

“We should be charging
the case based on facts and
not on personal opinion or
personal agenda,” Mohs
said. “By not charging the
(gun enhancement), Be-
nicia Knapps will serve
much less of a sentence
and the DA’s Office refuses
to do so. It’s not fair that
we have to be victimized
again to fight for our child
and to fight for justice and
the right things to happen
in court.”

In July, a group calling
itself Save Alameda for Ev-
eryone (SAFE), registered
papers with the Alameda
County Registrar of Voters
to seek an election to recall
Price.

In her letter to Young,
Price said she would con-
tinue to pursue policies
“that are consistent with our
professional judgment.”

“While there may be
some people who disagree
with our evaluation of the
evidence, our analysis of
the facts of a case or our
decisions, they are ours to
make,” Price wrote. “We
hope you will afford us
the same respect as all the
other public servants who
came before us. We are the
lawyers for the people.”
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599217

The following person(s) doing
business as: sweet Grotto
Networking, 41095 Canyon
Heights Drive, Fremont, CA
94539 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Greg Bernstein, 41095 Canyon
Heights Drive, Fremont, CA
94539. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
3/31/2004. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/:  Greg Bernstein,
Chief Consultant. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on July 10,
2023. Expires July 9, 2028.
The Independent, Legal No.
5547. Published July 20, 27,
August 3, 10 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599127

The following person(s) doing
business as: Janitech, 5642
Owens Drive, Apt. 102, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Jordani  Chavar-
ria, 5642 Owens Drive, Apt.
102, Pleasanton, CA 94588.
This business is conducted
by a Married Couple. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
11/15/2022. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Jordani Chavarria,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on July 5, 2023.
Expires July 4, 2028. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5548.
Published July 20, 27, August
3,10 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599161

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Strategic
Automotive Partners, 8040
Mtn. View Dr., Unit# A, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): John, J. Schiavo Jr.,
8040 Mtn . View Dr., Unit# A,
Pleasanton, CA 94588. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: John J. Schi-
avo Jr., President, CEO. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
July 5, 2023. Expires July 4,
2028. The Independent, Legal
No. 5549. Published July 20,
27, August 3, 10 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599294

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: The Stone
Queens, 648 Division Street,
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Yvette Helmers, 648
Division Street, Pleasanton, CA
94566. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Yvette Helmers, Owner. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
July 12, 2023. Expires July 11,
2028. The Independent, Legal
No. 5550. Published July 20,
27, August 3, 10 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599268

The following person(s) doing
business as: Agave Uptown,
2135 Franklin ST., Oakland, CA
94612 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Kely R.
Bautista Lopez, 332 Chester
St., Oakland, CA 94607. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Kely R. Bautista
Lopez, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on July 11,
2023. Expires July 10, 2028.
The Independent, Legal No.
5551. Published July 20, 27,
August 3, 10 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599135

The following person(s) doing
business as: The Golden State
Research  Company, 2025
Dahlia CMN, Livermore, CA
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Vlad-
imir Kozin, 2025 Dhalia CMN,
Livermore, CA 94551. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 7/3/2018. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Vladimir
Kozin, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on July 5, 2023.
Expires July 4, 2028. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5552.
Published July 20, 27, August
3,10 2023.

STATEMENT OF
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 590277
The person(s) listed below
have abandoned the use of the
following fictitious business
name(s). 1. Rhythmic Innova-
tion LLC; 2. Drum Innovation;
3. Livermore Drum Circle,
3073 Talinga Dr., CA 94550.
The fictitious business name
statement was filed on July 8,
2023 in the County of Alameda.
This business was conducted
by a Limited Liability Compa-
ny. Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Jennifer Madrigal, Mem-
ber. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on June 13, 2023.

The Independent, Legal No.
5553. Published July 20, 27,
August 3, 10, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 598458

The following person(s) doing
business as: Pacific Construc-
tion, 871 Del Norte Drive, Liv-
ermore, CA 94551 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Jared Vick, 871 Del
Norte Drive, Livermore, CA
94551. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Jared Vick, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on June 6,
2023. Expires June 5, 2028.
The Independent, Legal No.
5554. Published July 20, 27,
August 3, 10 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599256

The following person(s) doing
business as: Bodhi Montessori,
1320 Carlton Place, Livermore,
CA 94550 is hereby regis-
tered by the following own-
er(s): Bodhi Montessori, 1320
Carlton Place, Livermore, CA
94550. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability
Company. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above:  4/15/2021.
Signature  of Registrant/s/:
Varshini Kannan, Director. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
July 11, 2023. Expires July 10,
2028. The Independent, Legal
No. 5555. Published July 20,
27, August 3, 10 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599413

The following person(s) doing
business as: Myers Custom
Woodworking Unlimited, 318
D Street, Fremont, CA 94536
is hereby registered by the

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

independentnews.com

following owner(s): Chris My-
ers, 318 D Street, Fremont,
CA 94536. This business is
conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature
of Registrant/s/: Christopher
Myers, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on July 18, 2023.
Expires July 17, 2028. The
Independent, Legal No. 5556.
Published July 27, August 3,
10, 17, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599235

The following person(s) doing
business as: Lil Nice Things,
893 Arlington Ave, Oakland,
CA 94608 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Ana
Soto, 893 Arlington Ave, Oak-
land, CA 94608. This business
is conducted by an Individual.
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 2/8/2023. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Ana Soto,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on July 10, 2023.
Expires July 9, 2028. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5557.
Published July 27, August 3,
10, 17, 2023.

Allendale Ave, Oakland, CA
94619. This business is con-
ducted by a General Partner-
ship. The date on which the
registrant first commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 7/26/2023. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Josiah
Berkov-Kemp, General Partner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on July 27, 2023. Expires July
26, 2028. The Independent,
Legal No. 5560. Published Au-
gust 3,10, 17, 24, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599520

The following person(s) doing
business as: Edka Dental Solu-
tions LLC, 25369 Ironwood
Court, Hayward, CA 94545 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Edka Dental
Solutions LLC, 25369 Ironwood
Court, Hayward, CA 94545.
This business is conducted
by a Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
NA. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Edris Kareemzadeh, CEO. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
July 24, 2023. Expires July 23,
2028. The Independent, Legal
No. 5561. Published August 3,
10,17, 24, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599442

The following person(s) doing
business as: Johnny’s Handy-
man Service, 4604 Kimberley
COMM, Livermore, CA 94550
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Jonathan
Mora, 4604 Kimberley COMM,
Livermore, CA 94550. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: N/A. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Jonathan Mora,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on July 19, 2023.
Expires July 18, 2028. The
Independent, Legal No. 5558.
Published July 27, August 3,
10, 17, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 598954

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Authentic
Consulting, 728 Hattan Drive,
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following
owner(s): Melanie V. Rail, 728
Hattan Drive, Livermore, CA
94551. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
NA. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Melanie V. Ramil, Founder and
Principal. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on June 26, 2023.
Expires June 25, 2028. The
Independent, Legal No. 5563.
Published August 3, 10, 17,
24,2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599350

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Oldcastle
Infrastructure, 7000 Central
Parkway, Suite 800, Atlanta,
GA 30328 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Oldcastle Infrastructure, Inc.,
7000 Central Parkway, Suite
800, Atlante, GA 30328. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 7/18/2018. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Bren-
dan Lonergan, CFO/Secretary.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on July 14, 2023. Expires July
13, 2028. The Independent,
Legal No. 5559. Published Au-
gust 3,10, 17, 24, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599642

The following person(s) doing
business as: Flowstate Design
Build, 1300 Bates Rd, Oakland,
CA 94610 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Josiah  Berkov-Kemp, 4627

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599307

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Periwinkle
Littles, 1613 Call of the Wild
Court, Livermore, CA 94550
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Periwinkle
Littles,, 1613 Call of the Wild
Court, Livermore, CA 94550.
This business is conducted
by a Liability Company. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
NA. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Angela Tressler, Manager. This
statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on
July 12, 2023. Expires July 11,
2028. The Independent, Legal
No. 5564. Published August 3,
10,17, 24, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599456

The following person(s) doing
business as: Blue Tiger Brand,
1757 Altamar Way, Livermore,
CA 94551 is hereby registered
by the following owner(s):
Jonathan Biehl, 1757 Altamar
Way, Livermore, CA 94551This

business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: NA. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Jonathan Biehl,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on July 19, 2023.
Expires July 18, 2028. The
Independent, Legal No. 5565.
Published August 3, 10, 17,
24,2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599769

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: B5 Soccer
Academy, 4463 Bush Circle,
Fremont, CA 94538-5993 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Alessandro
Mikael Biscocho, 4463 Bush
Circle, Fremont, CA 94538-
5993. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
NA. Signature of Registrant/s/:
Alessandro Mikael Biscocho,
Owner. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on August 2, 2023.
Expires August 1, 2028. The
Independent, Legal No. 5566.
Published August 10, 17, 24,
31,2023.

business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 4/8/2021. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Ales-
sandro Jiten Jadav, Managing
Member. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on July 31, 2023.
Expires July 30, 2028. The
Independent, Legal No. 5568.
Published August 10, 17, 24,
31,2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599759

The following person(s) doing
business as: KLHB Boutique
Psychotherapy, 1311 Park ST
#1161, Alameda, CA 94501 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Kamila Hous-
ton Baker, 2215 Santa Rita
ST., Oakland, CA 94601. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: NA. Signature of
Registrant/s/: Kamila Houston
Baker, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on August 1, 2023.
Expires July 31, 2028. The
Independent, Legal No. 5569.
Published August 10, 17, 24,
31,2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599673

The following person(s) doing
business as: Hearts and Hors-
es Riding and Rescue, 455
Olivina Avenue, Livermore, CA
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner(s): Donna
Costa, 1001 Goecken Road,
Livermore, CA 94551. This
business is conducted by an
Individual. The date on which
the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious  business name(s)
listed above: 7/1/2023. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Donna
Costa, Owner. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on July, 28, 2023.
Expires July 27, 2028. The
Independent, Legal No. 5567.
Published August 10, 17, 24,
31,2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599715

The following person(s) doing
business as: 1. Aiden by Best
Western@Berkeley; 2. Aiden
@Berkeley, 1499 Universi-
ty Ave, Berkeley, CA 94702
is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Berkeley
Hospitality, LLC, 109 John ST.,
Salinas, CA 93901, CA . This

MIKE FRACISCO
925.998.8131

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599791

The following person(s) doing
business as: Sunshine Ther-
apy Spa, 3427 Fruitvale Ave,
Oakland, CA 94602 is hereby
registered by the following
owner(s): Yangiu Sun, 1301
View Dr., San Leandro, CA
94577 This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The
date on which the registrant
first commenced to transact
business under the fictitious
business name(s) listed above:
8/1/2023. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Yangiu Sun, Owner.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on August 2, 2023. Expires Au-
gust 1, 2028. The Independent,
Legal No. 5570 Published Au-
gust 10,17, 24, 31, 2023.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 599817

The following person(s) doing
business as: CAL Automotive
Tech (CA), 508 East Lewelling
Blvd, San Lorenzo, CA 94580
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): CAL Automo-
tive Tech, 1721 Mckinnon Ave,
San Francisco, CA 94124. This
business is conducted by a
Corporation. The date on which

the registrant first commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s)
listed above: 8/3/2023. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Donald
Tram, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on August 3,
2023. Expires August 2, 2028.
The Independent, Legal No.
5572. Published August 10,
17,24, 31,2023.

STATEMENT OF
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 570841
The person(s) listed below
have abandoned the use of
the following fictitious busi-
ness name(s). CAL Automo-
tive Tech, 508 East Lewelling
Blvd, San Lorenzo, CA 94580.
The fictitious business name
statement was filed on June
19, 2020 in the County of
Alameda. This business was
conducted by an Individu-
al. Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Donald Tram, Owner.
This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on August 3, 2023.

The Independent, Legal No.
5573. Published July 20, 27,
August 3, 10, 2023.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS
CATS/DOGS

Tri-Valley

Animal Rescue

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR
Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue

Our current weekly adoption
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies
at Farmer’s Market in Pleas-
anton. The location is Delucchi
Park, 4501 First St. Hours:
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kittens
at Dublin PetSmart,

6960 Amador Plaza Rd.

Hours: 11am to 3pm.

Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see
adoptable animals, volunteer
opportunities, and how to
donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL
RESCUE on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION
Cat & kitten adoptions now
at the new Livermore Petco
on Saturdays from 10:00AM
to 2:30PM. We have many
adorable, tame kittens that
have been tested for FiV &
FELV, altered & vaccinat-
ed. We also have adult cats
& ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau
before you send money or
fees. Read and understand
any contracts before you
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE
CLASSIFIED ADS
go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD
SALES

Nice furniture and an origi-
nal-owner, dealer-maintained
2010 Prius.

For pics/details, see:
https://offerup.com/p/148104106

FREE SECTION
LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California
law requires that contractors
taking jobs that total $500 or
more (labor and/or materials)
be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State
law also requires that con-
tractors include their license
numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor’s sta-
tus at www.cslb.ca.gov or
(800)321-CSLB  (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs
less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO /
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS
T0 SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements for housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national or-
igin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

Professional’s Choice
Real Estate Directory

_ Local guide to the Valley’s Leading
Real Estate Professionals & Services

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

HameServiers

R DRE #01378428 Broker

FRACISCO REALTY WWW.SANDEEU.COM
Residential + Commercial * Property Mgmt ] Specializing in
www.MikeFracisco.com BERKSHIRE | Dsddle  Livermore’s

HATHAWAY | Properties  Finest Homes

CalBRE#00855150

| Cindy Greci
925.784.1243
DRE #01323804
Dominic Greci

925.525.0864
DRE #01707140 R

.

nicole@nicolesweeneyhomes.com
Results That Move You "
1983 Second Street | Livermore, CA | 94550 E LEGACY

T
‘I\Hmﬂﬁf

REALTOR®

CA BRE# 01965816 | CA BRE# 01268085

MARTI GILBERT
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L

Wanda Thompson 550 MAIN

1§925.858.9128 _
¥ 411 So L St, Suite E, Livermore [l |

NICOLE SWEENEY

925.518.2142

N HNRCE DEAL
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marti@homesbymarti.com
DRE 01520061

REAL ESTATE
& ASSOCIATES
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s
CA DRE #00983781 / NMLS#244633 ! ':,),;)f? 216.4063
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Serving Clients and their families | .
for more than 37 years! Gordon cor5|e

Michelle Elliott | Real Estate Broker

enior Home Lending Advisor |
925.212.6907 | Fax:866.378.1616 smtsman Realtv Group
Michelle.d.elliott@chase.com CA DRE Lic # 0091100
Homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott |
NMLS ID: 694685 | CallText:

CHASE O 925.202.5497 - Frioner

www.thescotsman.com

AVR Properties

(97513908410

REALTOR | CA DRE #02178974
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Homes@ConnerClose.com

IRON HORSE
REAL ESTATE
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
T RA T R 925.447.2367 | DRE 0096046167

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:

925.243.8010 kim@independentnews.com
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Sacred Fire, a returning Bay Area favorite, will bring Carlos Santana’s sound in the
next-to-last concert of the Livermore Cultural Arts Council’s “Tuesday Tunes” on Aug.
15 at 6:45 p.m. on the Shea Homes Stage in front of the Bankhead Theater. Their
performances are a reflection of Santana’s music, capturing the soulful rhythms and
fiery energy from “Black Magic Woman” to “Smooth.” Come early as the audience is
expected to be large. Shea Homes is the major sponsor, with additional funding from
Fremont Bank, UNCLE Credit Union, Uncle Yu’s and The Independent. (Photo courtesy of

Lynn Seppala)

Tickets on Sale for Livermore Valley
Winegrowers 29th Annual Fundraiser

Tickets are now on sale
for the Livermore Valley
Winegrowers Foundation’s
29th annual wine auction,
which raises funds to bene-
fit underprivileged children
in the Tri-Valley area.

The auction is scheduled
for 2 p.m.to 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Oct. 7, at the Wente
Vineyards Event Center in
Livermore Valley. Instead
of the traditional evening
gala, this year’s auction is
being billed as “a festive
outdoor afternoon garden
party.

Proceeds from the auc-
tion will benefit four non-
profit organizations:

Kids Bike Lane, which
donates bicycles to needy

children in Alameda and
Contra Costa counties at
Christmas. Quest for Sci-
ence, which offers mo-
bile science exhibits, af-
ter-school programs, and
summer enrichment pro-
grams for children.
Fostering Wishes, which
provides duffle bags filled
with toiletries, water bot-
tles, school supplies, and
other age-appropriate items
for children in foster care.
Open Heart Kitchen,
which provides low-in-
come children and fami-
lies with access to healthy
foods through its grocery
distribution program.
Since 1995, the Liver-
more Valley Wine Auction

has raised over $5 million
to support underserved
local children. The annual
event features wine tasting
hosted by local Livermore
Valley winemakers and
both live and silent auc-
tions.

This year, the fundraiser
is being sponsored by First
Tech Federal Credit Union,
along with Black Tie Trans-
portation, The Rose Hotel,
Gallo Glass, Lam Research,
Sensiba San Filippo, Safe-
way, and World Cooperage.

Tickets are $225 per per-
son and can be purchased at
lvwf.org.

Author to Discuss 1970s Sailing Adventure that Began in Alameda County
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J.R. Roessl, author of
“Unmoored: Coming of
Age in Troubled Waters,”
will discuss her family’s
three-year adventure aboard
a 40-foot schooner during
the turbulent 1970s at the
Civic Center Library in Liv-
ermore at 2 p.m. on Sunday,
Aug. 27.

Roessl grew up in Oak-
land and spent nearly a
decade, from the time she
was 7 until she was 16,
helping her father build the
schooner in a borrowed barn

in Livermore after school,
on weekends, and during
summer vacations.

In December 1969, the
schooner, christened Her-
itage, sailed out of the Pa-
cific Marina in Alameda on
the first leg of the family’s
around-the-world venture.

Set against a backdrop
of the tropics and a host of
colorful characters, “Un-
moored” is a coming-of-age
story as Roessl, her parents
and three sisters, face per-
sonal challenges and barely

avoid disaster as they hop-
scotch from port to port.

Goodreads describes the
book, published in May,
as “a story of adventure,
revelation, and ultimately
redemption.”

Rossel also traveled the
world as a model and com-
mercial actor, before settling
in the Hudson Valley of New
York to raise her family. She
now lives with her husband
and daughter in Pittsburgh.

She is a graduate of New
York University, where she

Park District Adopts Police, Fire Public Information System

The East Bay Regional
Park District has adopted a
new system to make infor-
mation about police and fire
activity more accessible to
the public.

The system integrates
the district’s existing Pub-
lic Safety Computer Aided

Dispatch (CAD) and Re-
cords Management System
(RMS) with the Records
Information Management
Systems offered by Califor-
nia-based Sun Ridge Sys-
tems, which is used by many
California law enforcement
and emergency response

agencies.

The system includes an
interactive webpage with
near real-time mapping of
police and fire activity in
district parks, including
location, date and time, a
general description, and
outcome. It also allows the

public to sign up for daily or
weekly email updates with
a summary of public safety
activity and links to more
information.

To learn more about the
system and to sign up for
updates, go to ebparks.org/
public-safety/activity.

Protestors gathered at the west gate of the Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory on Aug. 4 for the annual vigil marking the U.S. atomic bombing
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Participants included members of the Livermore
Conversion Project, a coalition of Northern California peace and justice groups.
[See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Hope Hospice Program Covers Introduction to Grief

Hope Hospice, a Dub-
lin-based nonprofit that pro-
vides hospice services for
patients with terminal ill-
nesses, is offering a month-
ly 90-minute program for
friends and family members,
Introduction to Grief.

The program is free and
offered online via Zoom.

Hope Hospice said the
program covers various
ways that people commonly
express their grief, and the
way grief can affect a per-
son emotionally, physically,
mentally, and spiritually.

“Learning a bit about
the grief process can help a
person understand that the
varying emotional response
they are experiencing fol-
lowing a significant loss is
normal, and they are not
alone,” according to the
nonprofit.

Call 925-829-8770 for
dates and times for the pro-
gram and to obtain the Zoom
link.

Hope Hospice also hosts
online grief support groups
for adults who have lost a
loved one, including a child
or spouse.

The next general grief
support group will meet
virtually from 6 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. on Mondays from Sept.
18 through Nov. 6.

A virtual support group
for those who have lost a
child, and a support group
for those who have lost a
spouse or partner, will meet
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesdays from Sept. 19

through Nov. 7.

All Hope Hospice sup-
port services are free. Call
925-829-8770 during nor-
mal business hours to reg-
ister for one of the support
groups.
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studied creative writing.
The program is free. For
more information, call 925-
373-5500 or go to library.
livermoreca.gov.
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