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By Larry Altman 
LIVERMORE – Devel-
opment of the Livermore 
Valley Wine Country Inn 
suffered a significant blow 
last week when California’s 
1st District Court of Appeal 
ruled that the project’s 50-
foot setbacks failed to meet 
the 100-foot requirement 
demanded in the city’s South 
Livermore Valley Specific 
Plan (SLVSP). 

The decision could place 
the project in jeopardy. 

 The three-judge court’s 
2-1 decision issued Dec. 6 
sided with the Friends of 
South Livermore (FSL), 
which sued to stop the proj-
ect after the Livermore City 
Council approved it. After 
initially losing in Alameda 
County Superior Court last 
year, FSL appealed to the 
higher court, whose deci-
sion will return the case to 
the lower court for further 

discussion. 
Although the decision 

does not necessarily kill the 
30-room project on 3.2 acres 
at Hansen and Arroyo roads, 
an attorney for developer 
Michelle Boss said the Liv-
ermore Wine Country Inn’s 
future is now uncertain. 

“It’s disappointing be-
cause this was a project that 
she was excited to move 
forward with, and it’s just 
been delayed,” attorney Eric 
Samuels said. “A lot of mon-
ey has been put in. So, right 
now, the end, the outcome? 
We don’t know yet.” 

Livermore City Attorney 
Jason Alcala did not respond 
to an email to discuss how 
the city will deal with the 
court’s ruling. Mark Wolfe, 
an attorney for FSL, said 
only that the case will re-
sume in Alameda County 
court. 
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Lick any lingering loneliness with Licorice!  
This four-year-old feline is a steady companion: 
he’ll seek you out and make sure you center 
your attention on him. Loving and sweet, 
Licorice may tolerate a canine sibling. Learn 
more about Licorice and other cats and dogs at 
valleyhumane.org. Email info@valleyhumane.
org to start the adoption application process. 
#ShareTheCare to help pets today!
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Volunteers gathered at the Pleasanton Senior Center to help assemble wreaths in 
preparation for Wreaths Across America, set for Dec. 17. During the annual event, about 
560 graves of veterans will receive a wreath. (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

By Larry Altman  
REGIONAL – Two congress 
members from the Bay Area 
joined an effort last week 
to  demand that the war-
den of the troubled federal 
women’s prison in Dublin 
provide essential health care 
and legal representation to 
inmates who, they say, con-
tinue to suffer from sexual 
abuse in the facility.  

U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell, 
who represents the Tri-Val-
ley, and U.S. Rep. Mark 
DeSaulnier, whose redrawn 
Contra Costa County district 
will include parts of Dublin 
come January, said they and 
two Southern California 
House members wrote to 
Federal Correctional Insti-
tution (FCI) Dublin Warden 
Thahesha Jusino  “regarding 
numerous and alarming re-
ports” about the prison.   

The 3-page letter dated 
Dec. 9 contends conditions 
at FCI Dublin are worsening, 
despite recent statements 
from Federal Bureau of 
Prison (BOP) officials about 
recently instituted changes 
to make the facility better. 
About 635 women are held 
in the low-level institution.  

“Despite encouraging 
conversations with BOP 
officials who committed to 
improvements in the culture 
and infrastructure of this in-
stitution, numerous indepen-
dent sources inform us that 
conditions at FCI Dublin 
continue to deteriorate,” the 
letter read. “We write today 
to raise serious concerns 
with access to legal and 
healthcare services in the 
hopes that these issues will 
be met with the attention and 
due diligence they deserve.”  

Besides Swalwell, who 
serves on the House Judi-
ciary Committee, and De-

By David Jen 
REGIONAL – The Bay 
Area Rapid Transit (BART) 
District confronted financial 
realities threatening its exis-
tence at its Dec. 1 Board of 
Directors meeting. 

Michael Eiseman, BART 
financial planning director, 
highlighted how stagnant 
post-pandemic ridership and 
expiring federal assistance 
will soon generate growing 
deficits if the district fails to 
open new revenue streams. 

Leaders report that cut-
ting services is not an op-
tion; the agency must in-
crease ridership as much as 
possible and find additional 
funding. 

Eiseman presented to the 
board the district’s Reimag-
ined Short Range Transit 
Plan (SRTP) for fiscal year 
2023, which concluded that 

any strategy reliant on ser-
vice cuts would result in a 
“death spiral” of ever-dwin-
dling ridership and revenue. 

“We can cut and cut and 
cut service, and that will 
not balance our budget be-
cause we’ll just lose and 
lose and lose riders,” said 
Board President Rebecca 
Saltzman. 

Due to the high fixed 
costs of rail operations, 
service reductions do little 
to save money, explained 
Eiseman. 

“Cutting service does not 
offer a viable path to fiscal 
stability,” he continued. 

The board voted unan-
imously to pursue other 
financial options and not cut 
ridership. 

“We cannot survive the 
death spiral,” said director 

By David Jen 
PLEASANTON – Black 
student concerns over fire-
arms carried by school re-
source officers (SROs) in 
Pleasanton high schools 
remain unanswered, accord-
ing to students. 

Kendra Kabiru-Sala-
peh, Foothill High School 
student and president of 
its Black Student Union 
(BSU), explained to The 
Independent how Black stu-
dents had relayed concerns 
to school counselors earlier 
in the year. 

“We felt sort of unsafe 
with the firearms on campus 
because, in the media, we’re 
always seeing an alterca-
tion between Black people 
and police officers, and it’s 
normally never positive,” 
she said. 

The BSU provides a safe 
space for Black students to 
come together, said Kabi-
ru-Salapeh. 

“Because there (are) so 
few of us, it was important 
for us to have that commu-
nity where we could come 

together and have each oth-
er to discuss issues or just 
hang out to have that space 
where we can really express 
ourselves.” she said. 

Black students com-
prised 1.5% of the student 
population in the Pleasan-
ton Unified School District 
(PUSD) in 2021-22, accord-
ing to Ed-Data. 

BSU members also wor-
ried their concerns had fall-
en on deaf ears. 

“(We) just kind of felt 
like they didn’t really care 
about our input when we 
were giving it to the coun-
selors,” said Kabiru-Sa-
lapeh. 

The Pleasanton Police 
Department’s SRO pro-
gram, begun in 2002, em-
ploys two police officers, 
one stationed at Foothill 
High School and the other 
at Amador High School, 
explained Sgt. Marty Billdt. 

Billdt, a former SRO and 
current SRO supervisor, 
said that the two SROs also 
cover the elementary and 
middle schools; although 
the officers spend most 

of their time at the high 
schools. 

“Our role is primarily 
to keep the school environ-
ment safe for everyone that 
goes to school there, wheth-
er it’s students, teachers, 
staff, (or) people visiting,” 
said Billdt. “But it’s also 
really for the outreach and 
hence the middle name of 
our title – resource – to be 
a resource.” 

According to surveys 
conducted by the district 
during the 2021-22 school 
year, 88.9% of parents, 
84.1% of staff, and 61.2% of 
students felt that SROs con-
tributed to a sense of safety 
while on campus. Converse-
ly, 3.4% of parents, 0.6% of 
staff, and 7.4% of students 
felt that SROs made campus 
feel less safe. 

But then, student trustee 
Saachi Bhayani questioned 
those statistics at a May 
26 PUSD Board of Trust-
ees meeting, saying BSU 
counterparts at Amador 
High School and members 

LICORICE

By Jeff Garberson 
LIVERMORE – In a stun-
ning experiment last week, 
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory’s giant 
National Ignition Facility 
finally lived up to its name, 
igniting fusion fuel with pre-
cisely tailored laser pulses 
and generating more energy 
in the ensuing explosion 
than was needed to trigger it. 

The achievement was 
the high point of a decade 
of research using the huge 
NIF laser, itself the most 
advanced in a sequence of 
ever more powerful lasers 
dating from the early 1970s. 

The basic mathematics 
of last week’s experiment 
was deceptively simple: 
2.05 megajoules of laser 
energy went into the target 

and 3.15 megajoules came 
out, so energy was boosted 
by a little over 50%. 

That kind of energy gain 
“has never been done before 
in any fusion laboratory 
anywhere in the world,” said 
an ebullient Mark Hermann, 
program for weapons phys-
ics and design at LLNL, 
speaking at a press confer-
ence in Washington, D.C. 

The “hundreds of col-
leagues” at LLNL who made 
the experiment possible are 
“really pumped.” 

Those involved in the ex-
periment said that no single 
change led to the improved 
results but cited slightly 
increased laser energy as 
one contributing factor and 
slightly thicker target walls 
as another, allowing more of 

the fusion fuel to be burned. 
Accolades poured in 

from senior officials in 
Washington.  U.S. Energy 
Secretary Jennifer Gran-
holm called it a “break-
through that will go down 
in the history books.” 

Presidential Science Ad-
visor Arati Prabhakar, who 
worked on early laser fusion 
efforts at LLNL as a summer 

student in 1978, called it a 
“beautiful example” of how 
basic science and engineer-
ing can support each other 
to achieve “really big, hard 
things.” 

She went on to call it 
an “amazing example of 
the power of America’s 
research and development 
enterprise.” 

With Groundwater Offline, Zone 7 Shares Plans
By David Jen \
PLEASANTON – Updated 
drinking water regulations 
around forever chemicals 
have sent the Tri-Valley 
into an emergency-response 
mode. Water providers are 
now engineering plans to 
supply enough safe drink-
ing water in the face of 
groundwater now identified 
as contaminated. 

Released by the state 
Division of Drinking Wa-
ter (DDW) on Oct. 31, the 
new regulations will take 
effect Feb. 1, 2023. But both 
Pleasanton and Zone 7 – the 
region’s water wholesaler – 
have already responded to 
the new contaminant spec-
ifications. 

Pleasanton shut down its 
two operational groundwa-
ter wells on Nov. 2 and has 
since been supplying cus-

tomers with water wholly 
purchased from Zone 7. The 
city council voted unani-
mously on Dec. 6 to keep 
all its wells offline. 

Zone 7,  meanwhile, 
launched a $16 million 
emergency project this sum-
mer to bring its Stoneridge 
well, its most productive 
well, back into regulation 
and operation. The water 
agency also continues to ex-
pand its network of monitors 
while it contemplates diver-
sifying its water sources. 

“When push comes to 
shove, this precious local 
resource is the one we have 
to depend on,” said Ken 
Minn, Zone 7 groundwater 
resources manager. “This is 
the resource that we have. 
Other emergency Delta out-
ages, any other things, can 
interrupt the supply. But 
(this) local resource is the 

one we have to preserve and 
we have to relish.” 

Minn went on to explain 
how in a normal year, Zone 
7 typically pumps around 
9,000 acre-feet of ground-
water. This year, however, it 
has pumped in the range of 
15,000 to 19,000 acre-feet 
because of reduced State 
Water Project water. 

“(The)  groundwater 
source has basically been 
our life support, especially 
during drought,” he said. 

Pleasanton previously 
shut down another of its 
wells in 2019 after tests re-
vealed perfluorooctane-sul-
fonic acid (PFOS) exceed-
ing state response levels. 

PFOS belongs to a class 
of chemicals known as per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances (PFAS) — a family 
of several thousand syn-

Dublin High School’s tree lighting ceremony on Dec. 7 this year had an extra special 
winter surprise: snow! [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] 
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)
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925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com
www.lindafutral.com

Broker/Realtor

License #01257605

Well priced at $948,000 

4 bed 3 bath ~ 1752 sqft. Outstanding
floor plan with a full bed and full bath 

downstairs. Two car attached garage, huge 
backyard, community pool, easy living! 

Treat your family to this gift!

Best present ever!

1514 Corte Reina

WE ARE OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 10AM TO 3PM

Book Now to Recycle Live Holiday Trees 
It’s not too early to start thinking about how to recycle live Christmas trees after the holidays are over. 
Anyone can give their tree new life by recycling it. For a donation of just $10 per tree, local Boy Scout 
Troop 905 will pick up holiday trees from Dublin residences on Jan. 1. Reservations are required and 
accepted until 3 p.m. on Dec. 31. Only clean trees will be accepted; no flocking or tinsel is allowed; 
and tree bases or stands should be removed.   Amador Valley Industries will also provide special 
holiday tree pickup on your regular service day, Jan. 2 to 13. Two large bins will also be available at 
the Dublin Sports Grounds parking lot between Dec. 30 and Jan. 16 for residents to drop off their 
trees for recycling. Only clean trees (no flocking or tinsel) are accepted at this location as well. For 
more information visit bit.ly/3FnV0yR. For reservations, visit dublintroop905.org. 

Get Tickets Now! LivermoreArts.org    

925.373.6800 | 2400 First Street, Livermore

Thursday, DEC 22 @ 7:30pm

NOCHEBUENA:
A Christmas Spectacular

A remarkable true story told in 
the words and songs of the men 
who lived it.

Tuesday, DEC 20 @ 7:30pm

Featuring Ballet Folklórico 
de Los Angeles and Mariachi 
Garibaldi de Jaime Cuéllar!

ALL IS CALM:
The Christmas Truce of 1914

By Dawnmarie Fehr  
 The Rotary Club of Liv-

ermore, which last year 
awarded a total of $94,951 
to 22 community organiza-
tions, is gearing up for its 
new batch of donations. In 
2023, thanks to a bequest 
from the late Dr. Martin 
Plone, the foundation will 
have almost $200,000 to 
award to projects in the 
community that align with 
the RFL vision and mission. 
Local nonprofit organiza-
tions and schools are invited 
to apply for grants up to 
$50,000 by Jan. 20, 2023, 
with grants being awarded 
in April 2023. 

“The foundation makes a 
lot of projects that need to be 
taken care of, possible,” said 
Rotary Club of Livermore 
member Nile Runge. “It 
makes them happen when 
they would not happen oth-
erwise.”  

Since its establishment 
by rotary members as a 
tax-exempt qualified chari-
table fund in 1987, the RFL 
has provided support to cre-
ate opportunities for young 
people, promote community 
service and improve the 
quality of life for the ben-
efit of all in the Livermore 
Valley.  

Grant program recipi-
ents in 2022 include many 
well-known organizations 
and schools, who received 
between $500 and $5,000 
to fund projects for students, 
the arts, those experiencing 
homelessness, veterans, 
the elderly and struggling 
families.  

Mary Hekl is the CEO of 
Hively and said her organi-
zation utilized its $5,000 
RFL grant to purchase dia-
pers and wipes to distribute 
to low-income families who 
visit the Hively Dublin re-
source center.  

“Diapers are so expen-
sive,” Hekl said. “We work 
to try and find sale diapers, 
buy them in bulk, and dis-
tribute them to families who 
come into our center to shop 
for free clothes. Families on 
our childcare subsidy pro-
gram receive them as well.”  

The Hively resource 
center is located at 7066 
Village Parkway in Dublin 
and stocked with donated 
clothes, housewares and 
food, all available free of 
charge in a shopping expe-
rience.  

RFL granted another 
$5,000 to Kids Bike Lane 
for their Big Bike Build 
2022. Co-chair Cathy Griggs 
said a total of $60,000 was 
spent on bikes, shipping 
and helmets for this year’s 
event, where 250 volunteers 
assembled 553 bikes.  

“The bikes and helmets 
go to 19 charities we have 
partnered with throughout 
Alameda and Contra Cos-
ta counties,” Griggs said. 
“About 90 bikes were giv-
en to Livermore schools. 
Principals and casework-
ers identified students who 
would benefit from having 
a bike and helmet. Bikes 
also go to nonprofits that 
serve foster kids, youth and 
family centers, police and 
fire departments. etc.”  

Open Heart Kitchen also 
received $5,000 for its Hot 

Meals Program, which do-
nates freshly prepared meals 
to anyone in need at the 
Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center. Development 
Director Denise Bridges 
said the money funded about 
2,500 meals, which are pre-
pared by staff, then delivered 
to the community center for 
distribution. Open Heart 
also has a senior meal pro-
gram, and the street outreach 
program, which provides 
hot meals and breakfast to 
people experiencing home-
lessness.  

“We work to provide 
nutritional meals, so every-
thing is made fresh from 
scratch and evaluated by a 
registered dietician,” said 
Bridges. “We want to focus 
on providing food that will 
be given to our clients that 
are experiencing food inse-
curity so they can focus on 
other needs and use their 
budget for rent, for finding 
a way to cover medical bills 
and anything else they may 
be going through.”  

Bridges noted the or-
ganization served over 2 
million meals last year and 
appreciates the continued 
help and support of the local 
community.  

Livermore’s Quest Sci-
ence Center was another 
2022 grant recipient and 
used their funds to spon-
sor seven science-related 
events at Stockman’s Park 
this year.  

“We began creat ing 
monthly events there during 
the summer in 2021, and the 
rotary helped finance that, 
and in 2022, we wanted to 
do more,” said spokesper-
son Vaughn Draggoo. “The 
events are free and open to 
the public and consist of 
a science experience and 
events for elementary-age 
children and their parents.”  

Quest partners – orga-
nizations like Lawrence 
Livermore Labs, Lawrence 
Hall of Science, East Bay 
Regional Parks District and 

Livermore Area Recreation 
and Parks District – present 
experiments and materials 
at the events to educate and 
inspire a new generation of 
scientists.  

Since 1999, the founda-
tion has awarded roughly 
$1.5 million in grants to the 
community. The additional 
funds donated by Plone will 
enable the RFL to continue 
and expand its support of 
local projects and services.  

Plone passed away last 
year, leaving a substantial 
portion of his estate to the 
Rotarian Foundation of 
Livermore. He was a long-
time Rotarian, served as 
club president and became 
a founding member of the 
RFL. He owned the Del 
Valle Pet Hospital, where 
he worked until he retired in 
September 2000. Plone re-
mained an active member of 
the community as well as an 
active Rotarian throughout 
his life. He volunteered in 
several capacities including 
working with the California 
Attorney General’s Office 
to develop and review bills 
supporting victims’ rights. 
Plone believed in the power 
of the individual as a mem-
ber of the community to 
make a positive difference 
in the lives of others. His be-
quest will benefit thousands 
of community members and 
the RFL is grateful for his 
part in the expanded Com-
munity Grant Program.  

For applications, require-
ments and more information 
on the RFL grant program, 
visit www.rotarianfounda-
tionlivermore.org.  

For more information on 
Hively, call 925-417-8733. 

For more information on 
Kids Bike Lane, visit www.
kidsbikelane.org.  

For more information on 
Open Heart Kitchen, call 
925-580-1616 or visit www.
openheartkitchen.org.  

For more information on 
Quest Science Center, visit 
www.quest-science.org. 

Livermore Rotary Club Increases 
Its Yearly Grant Opportunities

Livermore’s Ravenswood Historic Site held its Ravenswood Victorian Yuletide event on 
Sunday, Dec. 12. Victorian costumed docents gave tours and shared the site’s history. 
[See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

The Chair of the Subcom-
mittee on Health, Employ-
ment, Labor, and Pensions 
Mark DeSaulnier (CA-11) 
last month introduced the 
Justice for Local Communi-
ties and Workers Act (H.R. 
9305), a bill that would pro-
tect local communities and 
workers from mismanaged 
closures and layoffs like 
those seen recently at Twitter. 
Specifically, the bill would 
require large corporations to 
evaluate, consider, and miti-
gate the impacts any possible 
closure or downsizing would 
have on the local workforce 
and economy. 

“While big corporations 
rake in record profits, lo-
cal communities and their 
employees are treated as 
disposable rather than the 
engine of their growth, as 
we saw recently in billionaire 
CEO Elon Musk’s haphazard 
firing of over 7,500 Twitter 
employees,” said Chairman 
DeSaulnier. “With more 
layoffs expected in the tech 
industry, by expanding and 
strengthening existing law 
to protect workers from such 
unfair layoffs, this bill would 
ensure CEOs like Musk are 
held accountable and that the 
balance of power is restored 
to the American workforce.” 

The Justice for Local 
Communities and Workers 
Act would build on existing 
laws to better prepare and 
support workers in these sit-
uations, better help states and 
localities provide services for 
dislocated workers, and iden-
tify and prepare for changes 
in the local labor market. 

Federal law currently only 
requires big corporations to 
provide 60 days’ notice to 
affected employees, states, 
and localities if they choose 
to shut down or do mass lay-
offs, an unreasonable amount 
of time for working Ameri-
cans to prepare. Additionally, 
this timetable does not allow 
for these companies to be 
properly held accountable 
for the negative effects their 
decision has not only on their 
workers, but also on the local 
economy. 

Specifically, H.R. 9305 
would close loopholes in 
how employees are counted 
that allow big corporations to 
skirt their responsibilities un-
der federal law, increase pen-
alties for violations to give 
workers twice the backpay 
they are owed, and ensure 
that local governments have 
the power to sue a company 
that fails to give workers 
enough notice of a closure. 
Additionally, the legislation 
would require corporations 
voluntarily closing or laying 

off workers to conduct an 
economic impact study to de-
termine the real cost of their 
closure or relocation on the 
local workforce and econo-
my. Companies that choose 
to close or relocate even if it 
is determined there would be 
a negative economic impact 
would be required to pay into 
an Impacted Workers Fund, 
which would help support 
the workers and businesses 
affected by the closure. This 
bill also provides exemptions 
for businesses closing due to 
financial hardship. 

 Congressman DeSaulnier 
is a former small business 
owner, union member, and 
mayor and currently serves 
on the House Committee 
on Education and Labor. In-
spiration for this legislation 
came from his work on the 
Future of Work, Wages, and 
Labor initiative he spear-
headed to address the big 
issues facing our economy 
like wage stagnation, rising 
inequality, and declining 
union membership. 

Desaulnier Introduces Bill to  Protect Workers
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The City of Livermore invites applications for appointment to the 

Applications will be accepted now through
Friday, January 27, 2023, at 5:00 pm. 

Interviews are tentatively scheduled the evening of February 15, 2023.

Planning Commission
The Planning Commission advises the City Council on the adoption and on-going 
review of the General Plan for the physical growth of the city. The Plan, in 
conjunction with the Development Code, guides the general location of future public 
facilities, private buildings and improvements. 

The Commission has specific responsibilities in the administration of the 
Development Code, including decisions or recommendations on subdivision of land 
and other development projects. The Commission is also responsible for ensuring 
development projects meet the City’s Design Standards and Guidelines.

In addition, the Commission promotes public interest in planning and encourages 
citizen participation in the formulation of land use policies. The commissioners also 
acquaint the public with problems and solutions relating to the local physical 
environment.  Preference is for applicants to have demonstrated ability in the area 
of design by virtue of avocation, vocation, talent, and interest in design, 
architecture, landscape architecture, or a related field. 

Applicants are required to have attended at least one meeting of the
Planning Commission prior to submitting an application.  Meetings are held the
first and third Tuesdays each month at 7:00 pm in the Civic Center Meeting Hall,
City Council Chambers, 1016 S. Livermore Avenue. The application, agendas,
and general information can be found using the following link: 
www.LivermoreCA.gov/PlanningCommission.  The next Planning Commission 
meeting will be held Tuesday, December 20, 2022. 

Interested parties are invited to attend an informational meeting on Tuesday, 
January 17, 2023, 5:30 pm prior to the regularly scheduled Planning Commission 
meeting.

Applications are available on-line at www.LivermoreCA.gov/AB. Applicants must 
reside within the Livermore city limits. If you have questions regarding the 
application, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at cityclerk@LivermoreCA.gov
or call (925) 960-4200.

BUY TICKETS AT LIVERMOREARTS.ORG

Sunday, February 5th – 3:00 pm 
Monday, February 6th – 7:30 pm 
Tuesday, February 7th – 7:30 pm

CONCERTS AT BANKHEAD THEATER, LIVERMORE

END OF YEAR SALE ON SELECT BICYCLES
AND ALL RIDING GEAR* GOING ON NOW!

MY BUDDY’S BIKE SHOP
IN DOWNTOWN LIVERMORE
MY BUDDY’S BIKE SHOP
IN DOWNTOWN LIVERMORE

1601-B Railroad Ave, Downtown Livermore
Hours: Tues-Sat 10am-6pm

mybuddysbikeshop.com
925.583.5454

 HUNDREDS OF BIKES IN STOCK
 MOUNTAIN BIKES, ROAD BIKES, 

E-BIKES, CRUISERS
 LOTS OF KIDS BIKES IN STOCK 

FOR CHRISTMAS
We Service All Brands | Skilled Service Technicians

*In Stock

Since 1881

Baughman’s
Western outfitters

2029 First St, Livermore | 925.447.1540
Baughmans.com

WRANGLER®

OUTERWEAR
Jeans, Shirts, and Jackets

for the Whole Family 
Available Exclusively at

WESTERN WEAR • HATS • BOOTS • WORKWEAR

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK     FREE GIFT WRAP
CALL FOR HOLIDAY HOURS

The National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) 
for fiscal 2023, approved 
by the House last week, 
included two measures 
introduced by Rep. Eric 
Swalwell to address cyber-
security threats.  

The California Demo-
crat, whose 15th congres-
sional district includes the 
Tri-Valley, said the defense 
budget included language 
from the Proactive Cyber 

Initiatives Act and the In-
dustrial Control Systems 
Cybersecurity Training Act. 

According to Swalwell, 
most U.S. cybersecurity ef-
forts are defensive, usually 
only patching vulnerabili-
ties after they are exploited, 
but the Proactive Cyber 
Initiatives Act would en-
courage continuous, active 
security testing to secure 
critical systems against 
future breaches. The second 

measure would provide 
training for technology pro-
fessionals across the nation 
to protect against attacks on 
critical infrastructure and 
ensure that essential digital 
networks are safe from for-
eign cyber threats. 

The Senate was expected 
to approve $858 billion de-
fense budget bill this week, 
with the measure then going 
to President Biden for his 
signature. 

National Defense Budget Includes 
Swalwell Cybersecurity Measures

Livermore’s Chick-fil-A Opens Without Ruffling Any Feathers 
By Larry Altman 

Chick-fil-A’s newest 
eatery opened last week in 
Livermore with concerns 
about traffic congestion, 
long lines and protests over 
the company’s political 
positions failing to mate-
rialize. 

The restaurant known 
for its classic chicken sand-
wiches began operation at 
1754 N. Livermore Ave. on 
Dec. 8 with cars lining up in 
the drive-through and about 
90% of its parking spots 
filled through the day.  

The restaurant is the 
latest of 18 Chick-fil-A 
restaurants in the greater 
Bay Area market. Another 
restaurant is located at 5785 
Johnson Dr. in Pleasanton, 
and the company signed 
a lease in September to 
open another eatery at Ha-
cienda Business Park at 
4501 Hopyard Road. Two 
Chick-fil-A restaurants are 
in the application process 
in Dublin – one for the Ha-
cienda Crossings shopping 
center on Dublin Boulevard 
and another at 7400 San 
Ramon Road. 

A l t h o u g h  p o p u l a r , 
Chick-fil-A also has had 
its controversies over its 
leaderships’ public state-
ments against same-sex 
marriage. A year ago, even 

as they voted to approve 
the restaurant, Livermore 
Counc i lmembers  Bob 
Carling and Brittni Kiick 
expressed displeasure with 
Chick-fil-A’s ownership’s 
past stands. 

In 2012, Chick-fil-A’s 
CEO Dave Cathy expressed 
his opposition to same-sex 
marriage during a radio 
interview. Media inves-
tigations also discovered 
the company had donated 
millions of dollars to an-
ti-gay causes from 2003-
2010. In 2019, the company 
announced it would stick 
to chicken and leave the 
marriage debate to the pol-
iticians.  

The company said it 
would no longer make do-
nations to entities with 
anti-LGBTQ ties and in-
stead direct its money to 
organizations emphasiz-
ing education, and ending 
homelessness  and hunger. 

A Chick-fil-A spokes-
person said the franchise 
owner, Tyler McCain, and 
his wife, Noelle, were too 
busy for an interview. Mc-
Cain didn’t respond to an 
email from The Indepen-
dent. In a statement issued 
by the company, McCain 
said he and his wife were 
“thrilled to settle down in 
a community like Liver-
more.” 

“I am excited to bring 
the first Chick-fil-A to this 
part of the East Bay, and 
I am even more excited 
for our team members to 
impact the community and 
become known as Liver-
more’s most caring compa-
ny,” McCain said. 

Chick-fil-A explained 
that McCain will be re-
sponsible for all day-to-day 
activities of the business. A 
Louisiana native, McCain 
grew up in Atlanta and 
joined Chick-fil-A when 
he was 14 years old. He 
graduated from Kennesaw 
State University in Georgia 
in 2013 with a degree in 
business management. 

During his 16-year ca-
reer with Chick-fil-A, Mc-
Cain worked in Georgia and 
Northern California in var-
ious leadership roles. Mc-
Cain also spent more than 
two years in Chick-fil-A’s 
Leadership Development 
Program. 

Chick-fil-A openings 
frequently can bring huge 
crowds ready to dive into 
their popular chicken sand-
wiches, which generally get 
better reviews than their 
counterparts at other fast-
food restaurants. 

Chick-fil-A touts its 
sandwich’s real, whole, 
boneless breast of chicken 
with no added fillers. The 

company was the first to 
eliminate chicken raised 
with antibiotics and fries 
in fully refined peanut oil. 

For days, police alerted 
the public and media  about 
potential traffic delays. A 
Livermore social media 
post suggested drivers find 
alternate routes to and from 
Interstate 580. Officers also 
urged patience, telling driv-
ers “everyone will get to 
enjoy the classic chicken 
sandwich if they want.” 

Perhaps, motorists abid-
ed by the warnings. Liver-
more police spokesperson 
Azenith Smith said the 
drive-through line remained 
contained in the parking lot. 
Although police monitored 
the traffic, there was no 
need for them to become 
involved as the line didn’t 
spill into the street. 

Some customers ex-
pressed surprise that the 
line wasn’t as congested as 
anticipated. 

“The traffic was nonex-
istent. The way they have 
designed the drive-through 
I think helps a lot,” Shan-
non Wilson wrote on Liv-
ermore Rants & Raves on 
Facebook. “They also have 
plenty of parking for those 
who want to go inside.” 

Chick-fil-A said the 
restaurant will employ 
about 130 people. Speak-

ing for the city, Director 
of Innovation & Econom-
ic Development Brandon 
Cardwell said “Chick-Fil-A 
is by some accounts the 
most popular restaurant 
chain in America.” 

“In addition to meeting 
the demand for the restau-
rant’s product within the 
community, Livermore’s 
new Chick-fil-A will be a 
source of jobs, including 
entry-level jobs for young 
people, as well as a signif-
icant source of revenue for 
the city, which supports the 
continued delivery of high 
quality public services,” 
Cardwell noted. 

In opening the business, 
Chick-fil-A is donating 
$25,000 to Feeding Amer-
ica to distribute to partners 
in the greater Bay Area. 

Last week the Alameda 
County Women’s Hall of 
Fame held an evening 
reception at the Sequoyah 
Country Club in Oakland 
to pay homage to the over 
200 local women warriors 
inducted into the Women’s 
Hall of Fame since its es-
tablishment in 1993. The 
reception also served as 
the kickoff to the 28th an-
nual luncheon and awards 
ceremony on March 25, 
2023. 

The annual Alameda 

County Women’s Hall of 
Fame awards ceremony has 
been on pause since 2020 
due to the pandemic.  

“ T h e  e f f e c t s  o f 
COVID-19 have left an 
indelible mark on the world 
in ways we’ve not seen in 
our lifetime,” said County 
Administrator Susan S. 
Muranishi, who established 
the program in 1993 to cel-
ebrate local women making 
a difference in the diverse 
communities of Alameda 
County. “Likewise, resil-

ience has been on display 
like never before. It’s the 
passion and perseverance 
of the female voice that 
influences and inspires 
many throughout Alameda 
County, and those voices 
represent the likes of past 
and future Women’s Hal of 
Fame inductees.” 

The Dec. 7 reception 
was also a time to inspire 
future inductees. Many 
came out to meet and greet 
changemakers and learn 
more about the rich histo-

ry of the Alameda County 
Women’s Hall of Fame. 

To submit a nomina-
tion, inquire about corpo-
rate sponsorship, or for 
more information about 
the upcoming event, visit 
www.acgovorg/whof or 
call 510.272.6984. The 
nomination deadline for 
the 2023 Women’s Hall of 
Fame is January 13, 2023. 
The 2023 awards ceremony 
will be on March 25, 2023, 
at the Greek Orthodox Ca-
thedral in Oakland.

Women’s Hall of Fame Now Accepting Nominations
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A Magical Evening at 
The Bankhead 

Keith Brown, Livermore 
Something remarkable 

happened on Saturday eve-
ning December 3 at the 
Bankhead Theater. The Liv-
ermore Amador Symphony 
kicked off its 60th season 
that evening with a Christ-
mas Overture by Samuel 
Coleridge-Taylor, then per-
formed Fantasia on Greens-
leeves by Ralph Vaughan 
Williams, and finished the 
first half of the performance 
with Lyric Suite by Edvard 
Grieg. 

It was after intermis-
sion when the magic really 
happened. Lara Webber, 
the symphony conductor, 
graciously dedicated the 
performance of Symphony 
No. 3, “Organ,” by Camille 
Saint-Saens, to the memory 
of Helene Barnes, wife of 

Dr. Arthur Barnes, who had 
been LAS Conductor for 51 
years. (Dr. Barnes was in 
the audience). Perhaps un-
beknownst to many in the 
audience, Lara had lost her 
own mother only a week 
prior and had somehow 
made it through the difficult 
week with multiple rehears-
als, personnel changes due 
to Covid, and details sur-
rounding her mother’s ar-
rangements. 

The members of the or-
chestra then proceeded to 
deliver a top notch, spec-
tacular performance of the 
symphony, wowing every-
one in the audience with 
flawless playing from all 
sections of the orchestra, 
with a booming organ add-
ing a couple of exclamation 
points along the way. When 
it was over, they were greet-
ed with a long and apprecia-
tive standing ovation from 
the audience. 

The orchestra gave us all 
a truly memorable gift, cer-
tainly to Dr. Barnes in the 
memory of his wife Helene, 
and to Lara Webber in the 
memory of her mother Car-
ol. 

 
Three Strikes  
And You’re Out 
John Nunes, Livermore 

Strike two against the 
Livermore City Council 
and City Attorney (See at-
tachment in online edition.) 
The first strike was the Save 
the Hill Group v the City of 
Livermore/Lafferty Homes 
and recently followed by 
strike two, Friends of South 
Livermore v the City of 
Livermore/Livermore Wine 
Country Inn LLC. Hopeful-
ly, the Eden project will be 
strike three. 

Friends of South Liv-
ermore prevailed at the 
First Appeal District Court 
against the City of Liver-
more and the Wine Coun-
try Inn LLC, remanding 
the matter back to the trial 
court. The City Council and 
City Attorney continue to 
ignore the concerns of Liv-
ermore residents and thumb 
their nose at the General 
Plan’s land use policies and 
components of the Califor-
nia Environment and Quali-
ty Act, as with Save the Hill 
Group. 

In both appeal decisions, 
the City Council and City 
Attorney abused the dis-

cretion vested in them and 
ignored the substantial evi-
dence presented throughout 
the administrative hearing 
process by concerned res-
idents. Their arrogance 
and contempt of residents’ 
concerns continue to be 
displayed in these two deci-
sions. It disappoints me that 
Livermore voters did not 
kick more of these bums out 
of office last month! 

 
She Sang a  
Selfless Song 
Greg Scott, Livermore  

She sang a selfless song. 
I first met her when she 
served meals at Open Heart 
Kitchen. She also volun-
teered for Meals On Wheels 
for the elderly, and would 
tell me stories of experienc-
es that would pull the most 
insensitive of heartstrings. 
The memorial garden at 
St. Bartholomew’s Episco-
pal Church in Livermore, 
on land once functioning 
as part of the Enos Farm, 
was under her direction and 
tending. There we did some 
trash pickup and weeding 
together over the ashes of 
souls. She cared, too, for a 
second husband who has 
had serious health difficul-
ties. 

In some ways hardships 
are a blessing, in part by 
providing understanding of 
hardships. Her first husband 
was a successful profession-
al, a veterinarian, who died 
young. There she was an 
“older” woman in her thir-
ties who had to train herself 
for work to support her chil-
dren and herself. 

We shared things in com-
mon. We both have Nor-
wegian ancestry. Her story 
reminded me of my Nor-
wegian grandmother, whose 
youngest was born in 1930 
- the start of the Great De-
pression. My grandfather 
got sick in 1931 and went 
from Fillmore County in 
southeastern Minnesota to a 
hospital in Rochester where 
he died 11 years later, a 
month after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, which started 
World War II for the Unit-
ed States. There my grand-
mother was, with three chil-
dren, to take on capitalism’s 
less than finest era. Norwe-
gian ancestry certainly gives 
its women some stoic blood, 
a point that could have been 
incorporated into Amity 
Shlaes’s interpretation of 
the Great Depression in her 
book, “The Forgotten Man”. 
I don’t remember my Dem-
ocratic grandmother being 
big on the “free market,” 
although she most definitely 
produced a strident Repub-
lican in my mother. 

The selfless woman and 
her second husband were 
adamant about vaccinations, 
isolation, and masks against 
the SARS-CoV-2 pandem-
ic. COVID-19 eventually 

caught up to the selfless 
woman and her partner. 
Her husband reasonably re-
covered; she did not. It has 
been a steep downhill slide 
since. Now she is going into 
hospice from additional ail-
ments.  

I hold the thoughts of this 
giving woman dear for what 
she did for me. It will be a 
tall order to do even a frac-
tion for others as she self-
lessly accomplished. 

“May I, composed like 
them / Of Eros and of dust, 
/ Beleaguered by the same 
/ Negation and despair, / 
Show an affirming flame.” 
(W H. Auden, “September 
1, 1939”)	  

 
Thank You Livermore 
Trish Munro, Livermore 

 This past week, I ended 
my term on Livermore City 
Council. It was an honor 
and a privilege to serve for 
the past four years. I was 
drawn to this work because 
I saw so many different 
groups collaborating to 
make the downtown cultur-
al core a reality. In the face 
of growing polarization, 
that example gave me hope 
for the future. Livermore’s 
ability to collaborate for the 
good of still inspires me.  

The more I learned, the 
more I came to believe that 
with knowledge and inclu-
sion would lead to more 
civic engagement and a 
stronger community. I still 
believe that.  

Over the past four years, 
it has been my privilege 
to work on addressing the 
immediate and long term 
needs of local unsheltered 
community, which has led 
to increased housing stabil-
ity and developing addition-
al support services. Follow-
ing the murder of George 
Floyd and subsequent call 
for action from residents, I 
worked with councilmem-
bers, staff, consultants, and 
community members to 
develop a specific local re-
sponse to the broad system-
ic issues common to every 
community. I have learned 
how Livermore works with 
other cities and agencies to 
effect change at the regional 
level.  

There are three lessons I 
will take into the future: 

 1. What most is getting 
stuff done that will make the 
city and the world better. 
Words—ideology—matters 
much less that the pragmat-
ic steps needed, for exam-
ple, to get Goodness Village 
built,  

2. No councilmember 
can act alone. Any action 
requires three votes. Lis-
tening, communicating, and 
working together matters.  

3. City council sets pol-
icy, staff makes that policy 
real. In other words, coun-
cil says: “make it so,” and 
staff does it. That takes time 

and thought, knowledge 
and creativity. It has been 
a great privilege to witness 
and participate in the work 
that staff does.  

Going forward, I will 
continue this work of en-
couraging civic engagement 
and developing new lead-
ers, as well as educating 
residents about what cities 
do, why they matter. 

 
Solar Industry  
And Death 
Alan Marling, Livermore 

 If we lose our roof-
top-solar industry this 
week, it will be the fault 
of Governor Newsom. The 
California Public Utility 
Commission (CPUC) is set 
to vote on December 15th 
on a proposal that will turn 
rooftop solar into a luxu-
ry item. If this passes, it 
will not be for the good for 
California citizens or the 
environment, only PG&E’s 
wallet. Rooftop solar, in ad-
dition to solar farms, will be 
needed to power us through 
the climate crisis. Gavin 
Newsom appoints CPUC 
commissioners and is ulti-
mately responsible for this 
betrayal. Should the CPUC 
pass it, we should not only 
call for the resignation of 
the commissioners but for 
the Governor as well. Call 
his office and find out how 
to join the CPUC meeting 
through their website.  

Governor’s office: (916) 
445-2841 

 CPUC’s website: www.
cpuc.ca.gov  

I was unhappy to learn I 
may have missed my oppor-
tunity to give public com-
ment on the Monte Vista 
Memorial Gardens Project. 
I’ve spent time in Oakland’s 
Mountain View Cemetery, 
which is not only important 
for the dead but also the liv-
ing, as a green zone amidst 
an urban landscape. I can 
well believe Monte Vista 
Memorial Gardens Project 
could earn the title of “gar-
den” and provide a similar 
benefit to locals. Howev-
er, I am discouraged at the 
approval of a crematorium, 
which is toxic to the air and 
energy intensive. I would’ve 
liked to see greater focus on 
more green methods of buri-
al, or at least for the project 
to share building use with 
funeral homes preexisting 
within the city. I also wor-
ry watering huge lawns will 
drain the local water table. 
I hope to learn more of this 
development. 

 
Arrogance 
Richard Andrews, Livermore 

No one likes a “sore los-
er” --  the whiner who has 
lots of excuses for a loss.  
But a worse offender is 
the “arrogant winner”, like 
Trump in 2016.  A letter on 
12/8 by a Mr. D.R Carlson 

is a grand example. His 
written effete sneer was 
typical of those who are 
poisoning our system. His 
crass and false aspersions to 
the defeated were careless 
and incorrect. His pompous 
attitude showed why those 
of us who are willing to ac-
cept a loss and try to unite 
(from both sides) have dif-
ficulty.  I accept my Liver-
morians who voted for the 
victor as people who have 
a different perspective, but 
want Livermore to succeed.  
We will do political jousting 
again.  But until then, we 
have many more things in 
common that unite us. We 
must move forward.  DRC 
clearly has no clue as to this 
concept.  

    I worked for Mony Nop 
and attended his “thank you 
party” after the loss.  He 
was gracious and thanked 
us all for the tough fight. 
But there were no sour 
grapes.  He will continue to 
push for our vision of Liv-
ermore in a positive manner 
and watch the opposition in 
their words and actions – as 
well as to see if Marchand 
for once really will listen to 
the people. We’ll support 
ideas that we feel are good 
and call out those actions we 
deem questionable, as they 
will do of us. But shameful 
rhetoric, and false innuendo 
such as his, will not be used. 

 
Don’t Blame  
The Veterans 
Bill Bergmann, Livermore 

On December 5, 2022, 
LARPD called a special 
meeting to approve a MOU 
between LARPD and One 
Nation Dream Makers to 
open a warming center at 
Veterans Memorial Build-
ing, 522 So. ‘L’ Street in 
Livermore.  This agreement 
was based on false informa-
tion provided to Alameda 
County. 

None of the Veterans 
Organization in Livermore 
were aware of this agree-
ment and no one was noti-
fied of the special meeting 
of the Board.  None of the 
Veterans were every asked 
for the use of the building 
and were only told after 
the fact that all of their ac-
tivities plus any previously 
booked rentals in the main 
hall were cancelled without 
notification. 

None of the Veterans 
groups support this action, 
have not endorsed this and 
are incensed that our hall 
has been taken away for 
five months without prior 
notice. 

If any problems arise 
from this action, please do 
not blame or hold the Veter-
ans accountable.  All com-
plaints should be directed to 
LARPD and our Alameda 
County Supervisor David 
Haubert. 

Mailbox Guidelines: 
Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are 
those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of The Independent. 
Anonymous letters will not 
be published. All letters are 
required to have the name(s) 
of the person(s) submitting 
them, city of residence and 
phone number, for verifi-
cation purposes. Abusive 
letters may be rejected or 
edited. Letters are subject 
to verification and may be 
edited for clarity at the dis-
cretion of the editor. We 
reserve the right to decide 
whether or not the letter 
will be published. Headings 
for all letters may be edited 
at the discretion of the edi-
tor to properly reflect their 
content. A headline will be 
added to letters received 
without one. Frequent letter 
writers may have publica-
tion of their letters delayed. 
Letters must be submitted by 
someone living in or from 
the Tri-Valley; they must not 
offer medical advice from 
unconfirmed professional 
sources or contain libelous 
or inappropriate content. 
Letters should be limited to 
400 words or less and should 
be sent by email to letters@
independentnews.com or 
submitted using the form 
below. To be considered, let-
ters must be received by 10 
a.m. on the Monday before 
publication.

Pleasanton’s school community is conflicted on 
the topic of school resource officers (SROs), and the 
solution is not so straightforward. But it’s clear that 
action is warranted. 

In the wake of racial reckoning that took place 
across the nation starting in 2020, the presence of 
armed police officers on school campuses became 
viewed under a different lens.  

Speaking on behalf of Foothill High School’s 
Black Student Union (BSU), Kendra Kabiru-Salapeh 
shared that many individuals who make up the small 
1.5% of Black students on campus cannot relax with 
armed officers present. 

“We felt sort of unsafe with the firearms on cam-
pus because, in the media, we’re always seeing an 
altercation between Black people and police officers, 
and it’s normally never positive,” she explained.  

When the SRO program came to Pleasanton 20 
years ago, the dynamics of society and the school 
environment in particular were vastly different. 
Today, the number of school shootings and racial 
confrontations with the police have escalated and are 
readily available for viewing over and over again, 
thanks in part to social media.  

Understandably, a group such as the BSU feels 
threatened in a 2022 world that doesn’t always 
embrace tolerance and acceptance. Those fears ar-
en’t without merit and most certainly shouldn’t be 
dismissed because they come from students. The 
disparities faced by people of color in this nation are 
real, and they impact individuals from an early age. 

According to a study on SROs by UCLA Civil 

Rights Project, California enrolls four times more 
White students than Black students. “Yet the total 
number of instruction days lost by Black students due 
to suspension was nearly the same as the number of 
days lost by Whites (141,000 for Blacks compared 
with 151,000 for whites),” the report continued, 
showcasing a disproportionate level of disciplinary 
action against non-White students. 

And when it comes to concerns about school 
shooters, a Politico interview with Jillian Peterson, 
a Hamline University associate professor of crimi-
nology, and James Densley, Metro State University 
professor of criminal justice, underscored the impor-
tance of mental health care access in public schools. 
With funding from the National Institute of Justice, 
the two conducted research on a database of every 
mass shooting since 1966.  

“I don’t think most people realize that these are 
suicides, in addition to homicides,” Peterson ex-
plained. “Mass shooters design these to be their final 
acts. When you realize this, it completely flips the 
idea that someone with a gun on the scene is going 
to deter this. If anything, that’s an incentive for these 
individuals. They are going in to be killed.” 

Peterson further pointed out a Minnesota bill that 
recognized training people in suicide prevention and 
funding counselors as a public safety measure; she 
hoped this would become commonplace across the 
nation. It’s important to understand the concerns 
facing SRO programs ; preventing mass shootings is 
not so simple as putting armed guards at every door.   

However, many of the national issues are not 

the same at a local level. Unlike 36 million students 
enrolled in 55,000 schools that don’t meet the Amer-
ican School Counselors Association’s recommended 
250:1 student-to-counselor ratio (source: UCLA 
Civil Rights Project report), PUSD is not the same. 
It reports a much higher ratio, varying across elemen-
tary and secondary levels. And disarming officers 
on duty — who might be called away for an urgent 
matter — or requiring that they leave weapons and 
ammunition in a parked car on school property seems 
impractical at best.  

Dismantling PUSD’s SRO program or disarming 
its officers may not be the best fit for this community 
at this juncture. But the concerns we’re hearing are 
real; they stem from a deep-seated history of vio-
lence against Black people — a history many want 
to ignore. 

Relationships and representation will be key to 
success. If the BSU is open to it, SROs should invest 
time to attend the BSU meetings. Opening that dia-
logue with those who are expressing real fear is crit-
ical. Black SROs should be engaged at this campus. 
Perhaps students would benefit from understanding 
the role and duties of an officer; ride-alongs or mock 
trainings would be beneficial. The district could 
produce data disaggregated by race and ethnicity to 
gain a more in-depth understanding of how the SROs 
interact on a disciplinary level with students.  

PUSD should continue to evaluate the value 
the SRO program brings its students and whether a 
change in feelings toward the officers can be nurtured. 
If not, it might be time to ask, “What’s next?” 
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Valley Dance Theater’s annual production of the holiday classic ballet, Tchaikovsky’s 
“The Nutcracker,” opened at the Bankhead Theater on Saturday, Dec. 10. Performances 
run through Dec. 18. [See photo gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] 
(Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Passion, excellence, and 
musical mastery have been 
the hallmarks of Livermore 
High School’s music pro-
gram and have resulted in 
an impressive and contin-
uous streak of honors and 
performance opportunities 
for students, especially for 
those in the LHS Honors 
Chamber Orchestra and 
Honors Symphonic Band.  

Most recently, the Hon-
ors Symphonic Band placed 
first in its division and sec-
ond overall out of 20 high 
school wind bands com-
peting in the Foothill Band 
Review, and both ensembles 
delighted those in atten-
dance at their October 26, 
2022 LHS fall showcase. 

“We are extremely proud 
of our music students and 
appreciate their undeniable 
talent and dedication,” said 
Principal Helen Gladden. 
“We have every confidence 
they will continue to shine 
and be outstanding ambas-
sadors for our school in 
their many performances 
this year.” 

 Both the Honors Sym-
phonic Band and Honors 
Chamber Orchestra are 
poised to have eventful win-
ter and spring performance 
seasons culminating with 
performances at Carnegie 
Hall in New York City in 
April 2023 for the National 
Band and Orchestra Festi-
val. This honor, bestowed 
upon a select few, was 

earned by both ensembles 
receiving the highest-rank-
ing Adjudicator Awards at a 
music festival in Anaheim 
last spring. 

“I am thrilled the stu-
dents have earned this op-
portunity to perform at the 
historic Carnegie Hall. It 
is an experience they will 
hold on to and take pride 
in sharing about for the rest 
of their lives!” exclaimed 
Justin Enright, LHS’s mu-
sic director, who joined the 
school in 2016 and has been 
instrumental in the growth 
and development of its mu-
sic program.  

Leading up to their Car-
negie Hall debuts, the LHS 
Chamber Orchestra will par-
ticipate as featured perform-
ers in the 2023 California 
All-State Music Education 
Conference from Feb. 16 to 
18, in Fresno. Additionally, 
the Symphonic Band earned 
an invitation to the Music 
for All National Band and 
Orchestra Invitational at 
Sonoma State Universi-
ty (SSU) in March 2023, 
and the Chamber Orchestra 
was selected as one of only 
five California high school 
orchestras to perform at 
the State CMEA Band and 
Orchestra Festival, also at 
SSU in April 2023. 

“I’m always so excited to 
watch the students perform 
during competition season 
and witness their drive and 
love of music,” said LHS 

parent Victoria Smithson. 
“This year holds so many 
great opportunities for the 
students, and it’s exciting to 
be a part of (it).”  

Video clips of the LHS 
Honors Chamber Orchestra 
and the LHS Honors Sym-
phonic Band can be viewed 
at vimeo.com/lvjusd. 

Livermore High School’s Symphonic Band 
Places First, Second at Foothill Band Review

GROUNDWATER
(Continued from first page)

thetic chemicals previously 
favored by manufacturers 
for their ability to resist heat, 
water and oil. PFAS, howev-
er, have since been linked to 
reproductive harm, devel-
opmental harm and some 
cancers by peer-reviewed 
scientific studies. 

The state’s Oct. 31 up-
date issued notification and 
response levels for another 
PFAS chemical — perflu-
orohexane sulfonic acid 
(PFHxS) — at three parts 
per trillion and 20 parts per 
trillion, respectively. 

DDW recommends that 
a utility inform its custom-
ers when a contaminant 
exceeds notification levels, 
and it recommends a util-
ity remove a water source 
when levels exceed response 
levels. 

PFHxS levels in Pleas-
anton wells 5 and 6 have 
exceeded or nearly exceeded 
the new response level since 
at least as far back as April 
2019, according to staff-re-
port data. 

The new levels also 
brought Zone 7’s Stoneridge 
well offline. 

“(The update) changes 
the game significantly,” said 
Minn. “We cannot serve our 
high-quality water just by a 
blending strategy. Now, we 
(have) got to do something 
about this new regulation.” 

Zone 7 has therefore 
fast-tracked a treatment 
facility at Stoneridge that 
Minn said should be online 
by next summer, when in-
creased water demand will 
exacerbate any supply de-
ficiencies. Zone 7 will also 
construct a new treatment 
facility for its Chain of 
Lakes wells. 

Pleasanton’s plans to 
remove PFAS with its own 

treatment plants came to a 
halt in September when city 
staff first began to anticipate 
the state’s PFHxS update. 

The prospect of continually 
updating facilities at great 
cost because of moving state 
recommendations gave the 
city reason to second guess 
its plans and consider alter-
natives. 

The city council intend-
ed its complete reliance on 
Zone 7 to serve only as a 
stopgap during the evalua-
tion study. 

“We’ve got to move with 
haste on the study — on the 
pause — figuring out what 
we’re going to do,” said 
councilmember Jack Balch 
at the Dec. 6 meeting. 

No Smoking Gun 
While Minn presented a 

heatmap of the PFAS plume 
concentrated underground, 
Councilmember Julie Testa 
and Vice Mayor Valerie 
Arkin asked whether the 
original source could be 
identified. 

Lawsuits against manu-
facturers alleging misinfor-
mation and PFAS emissions 
have cropped up around the 
country. But Minn explained 
that Zone 7 lacks the author-
ity to conduct such an inves-

tigation, and the agency’s 
modeling assumes there is 
no ongoing source. 

“We cannot speculate the 

unknowns,” he said. “We 
just have to work with what 
we have.” 

The San Francisco Re-
gional Water Control Board, 
however, does have such au-
thority and will soon begin 
an investigation on the ori-
gin of the Tri-Valley plume. 

“They are stepping up on 
that,” said Minn. 

Valerie Pryor, Zone 7 
General Manager, estimated 
the investigations to span 
two to three years. 

City staff expects to pres-
ent to the city council in 
February an update on the 
city’s water supply options. 

“When push comes to shove,  
this precious local resource is the one  

we have to depend on.”
 –   Ken Minn, Zone 7 groundwater resources manager
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Alan Hu Foundation
P.O. Box 762
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-352-6844
Alanhufoundation.org

Amador Questers
1089 Geneva Street
Livermore, CA 94550-5661
925-292-8123
CalQuest.org
questers1944.org

Amador Valley Lions Club
P. O. Box 1764
Pleasanton, CA  94566
(925)  290-7592
Amador.valley.lions@gmail.com

Amador Valley Quilters
P.O. Box 955
Pleasanton, CA 94566
AmadorValleyQuilters.org

Assistance League 
Amador Valley
P.O. Box 11843
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-461-6401
Assistanceleague.org/Amador-valley

Axis Community Health
5925 W. Las Positas Blvd.
Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-201-6068
Axishealth.org

Big Bay Ray, Inc.
Bigbayray16@gmail.com
925-523-3133
Bigbayray.com

Blankets For Kids
7580 Driftwood Way
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-846-6155

Cantabella Children’s 
Chorus
P.O. Box 131
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-292-2663
Cantabella.org

Cheza Nami
5424 Sunol Blvd. Suite 10-15
Pleasanton, CA 94566
chezanami.org

Christian Youth Theater 
Tri-Valley
P.O. Box 1586
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-421-1351
cyttrivalley.org

Citizens for Balanced 
Growth
661 S. N St.
Livermore, CA 94550
CitizensForBalancedGrowth.org

CityServe of Tri-Valley
P.O. Box 1613
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-223-6947
cityservetrivalley.org

Community Health 
Education Fund
CHEF/TVNF
C/O Maria Mancini
P.O. Box is 420
Livermore, CA 94551

Culinary Angels
4435 First St., #142
Livermore, CA 94550
CulinaryAngels.org

Exceptional Needs Network
P.O. Box 3149
Livermore, CA 94551
925-215-2281
ennetwork.org

Feral Cat Foundation
P.O. Box 1173
Alamo, CA 94507
925-829-9098
Feralcatfoundation.org

Fertile GroundWorks
4743 East Avenue
Livermore, CA 94550
925-344-9090
Fertilegroundworks.org

Friends of the Livermore 
Library
P.O. Box 2483
Livermore, CA 94551
friendsoflivermorelibrary.org

Friends of Open Space 
and Vineyards
P.O. Box 1191
Livermore, CA 94551
fov.org

Goodness Village
1660 Freisman Rd. 
Livermore, Ca 94551
GVLivermore.org

Hively
6601 Owens Drive, Suite 100
Pleasanton, CA 94588
925-417-8733
BeHively.org

Hope Hospice
6377 Clark Ave.
Dublin, CA 94568
925-829-8770
HopeHospice.com/donate

Interfaith Sharing Inc.
678 Enos Way
Livermore, CA 94551
925-366-5567
saintbartslivermore.com

Las Positas CollegeFoundation
3000 Campus Hill Drive
Livermore, CA 94551
925-424-1010
LPCFoundation.org

Little Miracles Inc.
5424 Sunol Blvd. 10-184
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-623-5407
Littlemiraclespleasanton.org

Livermore-Amador
Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 901
Livermore, CA  94551
l-ags.org

Livermore-Amador 
Symphony Guild
P.O. Box 1049
Livermore, CA 94551
925-447-6454
Livermoreamadorsymphony.org/guild

Livermore Area Recreation 
& Park District Foundation
P.O. Box 3403
Livermore, CA 94551
925-373-5730
Larpd.org/larpd-foundation

Livermore Art Association
P.O. Box 216
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927
Livermoreartassociation.org

Livermore Filipino- 
American Organization, Inc.
P.O. Box 172
Livermore, CA 94551
Livermorefilam.org

Livermore-Granad Boosters
2117 Fourth St.
Livermore, CA 94550
livermoregranadaboosters.org

Livermore Heritage Guild
P.O. Box 961
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-9927
Lhg.org

Livermore Homeless Refuge
4743 East Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-895-4167
livermorehomelessrefuge.org

Livermore Jazz Society
info@livermorejazzsociety.org
503-459-2530
livermorejazzsociety.org

Livermore K9 Foundation
PO Box 1064
Livermore, CA. 94551
(925) 209-1029
livermorek9.org

Livermore Lab Foundation
c/o UC Office of National Labs
1111 Broadway, Suite 2130
Oakland, CA 94607
925-453-9382
Livermorelabfoundation.org

Livermore Lions Club
P.O. Box 975
Livermore, CA 94551
805-405-8743

Livermore Pleasanton 
Fire Fighters Foundation
4847 Hopyard Road
Suite 4, PMB 303
Pleasanton, CA 94588

Livermore Valley 
Education Foundation
849 East Stanley Boulevard
PMB Box 143
Livermore, CA 94550
LVEF.org

Livermore Valley Opera
P.O. Box 1002
Livermore, CA 94551
925-321-6964
Livermorevalleyopera.com

Livermore Valley
Performing Arts Center
2400 First St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-6100
LivermoreArts.com

Monthly Miracles
5211 Demarcus Blvd
Dublin, CA 94568
Monthlymiracles.org

Movements For The Mind
MovementsForTheMind.com
movementsforthemind@gmail.com

Museum on Main
603 Main Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566
902-462-2766
Museumonmain.org

NAMI Tri-Valley
P.O. Box 5563
Pleasanton CA 94566
925-980-5331
nami-trivalley.org

Open Heart Kitchen
1141 Catalina Dr. # 137,
Livermore CA 9  4550
(mailing address only)
925-580-1616
OpenHeartKitchen.org

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
PO Box 3134
Livermore, CA 94551
925-324-2775
www.pacificchamberorchestra.org

Pacific Locomotive 
Assoc., Inc. Operators of 
Niles Canyon Railway
P.O. Box 515
Sunol, CA 94586-0515
(510) 996-8420
NCRY.ORG

Parkinson’s Network of 
Mount Diablo / Tri Valley 
PD Support 
PNMD.net
trivalley@pnmd.net

Partners for Change Tri-Valley
4743 East Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
650-474-9962
pfctv.org

Paws In Need
Info@Paws-In-Need.org
925-551-1877
Paws-In-Need.org

Pleasanton Art League
P.O. Box 23
Pleasanton, CA 94566
Pal-art.com

Pleasanton Community 
Concert Band
P.O. Box 135
Pleasanton, CA 94566
info@pleasantonband.org
PleasantonBand.org

Quest Science Center
P.O. Box 2129
Livermore, CA 94551
925-292-8099
Quest-Science.org

Reins In Motion
Therapeutic Riding Program
P.O. Box 1001
Livermore, CA 94551
reinsinmotionca.com

Robot Garden 
Makerspace
700 Terminal Circle
Livermore, CA 94551
RobotGarden.org

Rotarian Foundation of 
Livermore
P.O. Box 2181
Livermore, CA 94551-2181
rotarianfoundationlivermore.org

Sandra J. Wing Healing
Therapies Foundation
5890 Stoneridge Dr., Suite 104
Pleasanton, CA 94588
866-862-7270
HealingTherapiesFoundation.org

School Of Imagination & 
Happy Talkers
9801 Dublin Blvd.
Dublin, CA 94568
925-829-9555
Schoolofimagination.org

Senior Support Program 
of The Tri-Valley
5353 Sunol Blvd.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-931-5378
SSPTV.org

Shakespeare’s 
Associates, dba 
Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival
P.O. Box 2616 
Livermore, CA 94551
(925) 443-2273
LivermoreShakes.org

Shepherds Gate
1660 Portola Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-443-4283
ShepherdsGate.org

Sleep In Heavenly Peace 
Alameda Co.
Daniel.curtis@shpbeds.org
510-827-7033
Shpbeds.org

SPECTRUM Community 
Services, Inc/Meals 
on Wheels
2621 Barrington Ct.
Hayward, CA 94545
510-881-0300
SpectrumCS.org

Sunflower Hill
info@sunflowerhill.org
925-800-1042
SunFlowerhill.org

The Taylor Family 
Foundation
P.O. Box 2450
Livermore CA, 94551
925-455-5118
TTFF.org

Three Valleys Community 
Foundation
5960 Inglewood Drive, Suite 201
Pleasanton, CA 94588
info@3vcf.org
www.3VCF.org

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
P.O. Box 11143
Pleasanton, CA 94588
TVAR.org

Tri-Valley Conservancy
1457 First St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-449-8706
Trivalleyconservnacy.org

Tri-Valley Haven
3663 Pacific Ave.
Livermore, CA 94551
925-449-5842
TriValleyHaven.org

Tri-Valley Nonprofit 
Alliance
P.O. Box 2467
Livermore, CA 94550
TVNPA.org

Tri Valley Reach
P.O. Box 5564
Pleasanton, CA 94566
TriVallyReach.Org

Tri-Valley Repertory 
Theatre
P.O. Box 1445
Pleasanton, CA 94566
info@trivalleyrep.com
Trivalleyrep.org

ValleyCare Charitable
Foundation/Stanford 
Health Care-ValleyCare
1111 E. Stanley Blvd.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-4560
GiveValleyCare.org 

Valley Concert Chorale
P.O. Box 286
Livermore, CA 94551
Valleyconcertchorale.org

Valley Dance Theatre
2247-B Second St.
Livermore, CA 94550
925-243-0925
Valleydancetheatre.com

Valley Humane Society
3670 Nevada St.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925-426-8656
ValleyHumane.org

OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS NEED YOUR OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT, PLEASE DONATE IF YOU ARE ABLE!SUPPORT, PLEASE DONATE IF YOU ARE ABLE!

FREE NONPROFIT LISTING FOR LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS.
If you would like to be added please email kim@independentnews.com

Rotary Club of Livermore Valley Supports Tri-Valley Haven’s New Shelter 
“It means it gets sent 

back to the trial court with 
direction to set aside the 
original approval,” Wolfe 
said. “The developer pre-
sumably could re-submit a 
revised application that in-
cludes compliant setbacks.”  

Just 21 months ago, Boss 
celebrated when Alameda 
County Judge Noel Wise re-
jected the FSL lawsuit. Boss 
said she was ready to break 
ground if FSL chose not to 
appeal. Samuels, at the time, 
said an appeal was unlikely. 

But FSL did appeal, and 
last week won at least a 
partial victory. Although 
all three justices rejected 
the group’s arguments that 
the hotel’s planned size and 
aesthetics violated the city’s 
SLVSP adopted in 1997, two 
of them agreed with FSL’s 
contention that the SLVSP 
demanded that setbacks — 
the space allotted between 
the road and building — be 
100-feet. 

The approved project, 
the judges said, violated the 
SLVSP because the setbacks 
were set at 50 feet to leave 
enough room for vehicle 
parking. 

“ T h e  p o l i c i e s  t h e 
(SLVSP) plan sets forth for 
commercial development, 
including the setbacks poli-
cy, are the means by which 
the plan furthers its overar-
ching goals of preserving 
and enhancing the rural, 
wine-country character and 
image of the area,” the judg-
es wrote in a 27-page ruling. 

“Moreover, the standard 
for the depth of the setbacks 
and the requirement that 
they be planted with vine-
yards or orchards are clear 
and specific, not amorphous, 
imprecise or otherwise open 
to subjective interpretation. 
Plainly, the city envisioned 
the 100-foot depth, and the 
agricultural planting would 
be the norm. Indeed, it is 
difficult to imagine how the 
drafters of the SLVSP could 
have been more explicit.” 

City lawyers, however, 
argued in court that the city 
council had discretion over 
that rule. Hansen Road, they 
argued, did not exist when 
the SLVSP was written, 
and city officials should be 
allowed to modify a project 
to conform to the space. 

Long desired by those 
wanting to establish Liv-
ermore’s wine country 
as a tourist destination, a 
boutique hotel of about 30 
rooms was spelled out in 
the SLVSP, which called 
for development of 1,891 
acres along the city’s south-
ern border. In addition to a 
restaurant in the hotel, the 
SLVSP called for residential 
homes and other commer-
cial uses for the land. 

In 2019, Livermore’s 
Planning Commiss ion 
approved a site plan and 
conditional use permit for 
Boss’ project to include a 
two-story hotel, a restaurant 
and bar, a 2,300-square-
foot caretaker’s house with 
a pool, a business center 
with meeting rooms, and a 
parking lot. 

Although pleasing for 
some, the decision prompted 
nearby homeowners Donna 
Cabanne, Peter Young and 
Ann Spies-Young to form 
FSL. They filed an appeal 
of the Livermore Planning 
Commission’s decision to 

the city council, asking the 
panel to overturn the vote. 
The city council made some 
changes, but approved the 
project. 

FSL then filed a lawsuit, 
arguing among other con-
tentions that the setbacks 
were too narrow. 

In 2021, Judge Noel 
Wise rejected the group’s 
claims, saying the city coun-
cil acted within its discretion 
when interpreting whether 
the project met the SLVSP’s 
requirements. 

In reversing Wise’s rul-
ing, Court of Appeal Justices 
Therese Stewart and James 
Richman said they did not 
agree with Livermore’s po-
sition that it is up to the city 
council to interpret its own 
Specific Plan and set aside 
particular provisions. 

“In general, this is a 
sound principle — one that 
courts ordinarily respect,” 
the judges wrote. “This is 
not an example of judicial 
micromanaging. It is simply 
accepting the city’s own 
SLVSP at face value and 
requiring that current city 
officials follow through in 
conformity with its own 
fundamental and mandatory 
policy.” 

In her dissent, Judge 
Christine Van Aken, on 
assignment to the appellate 
court from the San Francis-
co County Superior Court, 
said she agreed with her 
colleagues that FSL failed 
in its arguments on the 
building’s square-footage 
and other environmental 
impacts. 

Van Aken did not concur, 
however, that the SLVSP’s 
language should be strictly 
enforced. 

“I respectfully depart 
from the majority, however, 
in its conclusion that a 100-
foot setback, planted with 
agricultural crops, from the 
portion of Hansen Road 
west of Arroyo Road is such 
a fundamental, mandatory, 
and clear policy,” she wrote. 

Van Aken said she did not 
agree that the SLVSP clearly 
stated the setback must be 
100-feet from public roads 
that did not exist when it 
was adopted. She said draw-
ings of the area included 
within the SLVSP created 
ambiguity as to whether “the 
plan commands a 100-foot 
agricultural setback along 
the not-yet extant portion 
of Hansen Road. She added 
the drawings undermine any 
claim that this command is 
mandatory and clear.” 

“Where a specific plan 
is ambiguous, local officials 
are accorded ‘great defer-
ence’ in interpreting it,” 
Van Aken said, citing case 
law. “Because I believe that 
a reasonable person could 
interpret the SLVSP as the 
Livermore City Council and 
the trial court did, I disagree 
with the majority’s contrary 
determination.” 

Van Aken added that 
even if the SLVSP had an 
“unambiguous and man-
datory command” for 100-
foot agricultural setbacks 
from roadways, she did 
not believe the policy was 
“fundamental such that the 
Livermore City Council 
may not forego it in order 
to serve other aims set out 
in the SLVSP.” 

Samuels said Livermore 
plans to file a motion for 

a hearing to convince the 
justices to reconsider their 
decision. Meanwhile, the 
city plans to meet with the 
developer’s architects and 
engineers to determine the 

project’s viability with 100-
foot setbacks. 

Samuels said the plan 
would need “reorganiza-
tion” to comply with the 
larger setback requirement. 

“The main concern is the 
space and availability for 
enough parking,” Samuels 
said. 

Samuels said he hopes a 
solution is found. 

“It’s really all about the 
community and bringing 
prosperity to the area and 
doing something beautiful,” 
he said. “It’s not to harm the 
city or the neighbors.”  

As Livermore Valley 
Arts moves beyond the 
2022 portion of its 15th 
Anniversary Season, The 
Bankhead will welcome 
two tribute shows of ab-
solute music icons in the 
first weeks of the New 
Year. From folk-rock-pop 
legend John Denver in a 
Tribute starring Jim Curry 
on Friday, Jan. 6, to pop 
icons of disco themselves 
in Night Fever—The Bee 
Gees Tribute on Friday, Jan. 
20, The Bankhead will be 
celebrating the first month 
of the year with some true 
nostalgia feels, transporting 
Tri-Valley audiences back 
in time in music history. 
Both of these performanc-
es will be at the beauti-
ful Bankhead Theater in 
Downtown Livermore. 

The soundtrack to many 
of our lives, The Bankhead’s 
first performance in 2023 
will celebrate folk-amer-
icana-country music star 
John Denver. The music 
of the late Denver is like 
an old friend, outlasting 
trends and standing the 
test of time, and the John 
Denver Tribute starring Jim 
Curry is in the hands of an 
expert performer. After be-
ing awarded a full Rotary 
International scholarship to 
study music and voice and 
being selected to sing as the 
voice of Denver in the CBS 
Television Movie “Take Me 
Home, the John Denver 
Story,” there was no doubt 
that Jim Curry would con-
tinue to sing the praises and 
songs of “America’s Trou-
badour.” As a life-long fan, 

Curry dedicates himself to 
continue Denver’s legacy 
of songs and his message 
of love and caring for our 
planet to future generations. 
Since 2002 the combined 
talents of Jim and his band 
have brought John’s music 
back to thousands upon 
thousands of people. Curry 
is honored to have had John 
Denver band members join 
him in some of the most 
prestigious venues in the 
country, and he also works 
behind the scenes to pre-
serve Denver’s music. Most 
notable is Jim’s collabora-
tion with Lee Holdridge in 
rebuilding and preserving 
Denver’s original sympho-
ny arrangements. Jim Curry 
was also a key performer 
in the induction of John 
Denver to the Colorado 

Music Hall of fame show, 
hosted by Olivia Newton 
John, and Curry was also 
the host of the official John 
Denver Estate show which 
toured the United States and 
Australia. Jim’s latest proj-
ect is titled “Such a Wild 
Place” and was produced by 
two of John Denver’s band 
members, Pete Huttlinger 
and Chris Nole. It includes 
four original songs co-writ-
ten by Jim Curry and also 
includes three unreleased 
songs written by John Den-
ver. Having emerged as 
today’s top performer of 
Denver’s vast legacy of 
multi-platinum hits, Curry’s 
uncanny ability to mirror 
John’s voice and clean-
cut look has been taking 
sold-out audiences all over 
the country back to the 

time when “Rocky Moun-
tain High,” “Sunshine,” 
“Calypso,” and “Annie’s 
Song” topped the charts. 
The Bankhead is lucky to 
be able to showcase such a 
talent here in the Tri-Valley 
on January 6. 

Exactly two weeks later, 
a Friday night at The Bank-
head on January 20 will 
transform into a Saturday 
Night Fever with Night 
Fever—The Bee Gees Trib-
ute, the world’s number one 
production of its kind for 
one of the greatest bands 
in pop history. The Bee 
Gees span over 50 years 
of hit songs and have been 
inducted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame, so from 
the early years to the disco 
era, audiences will hear 
all the hits from “To Love 

Somebody,” “How Can You 
Mend a Broken Heart,” 
“More Than a Woman,” 
“Jive Talking,” “How Deep 
Is Your Love” to “You 
Should Be Dancing.” The 
songs are done note for 
note, chord for chord, ex-
actly like the record, backed 
by a live band of studio 
musicians, creating a sound 
so close it is just like hear-
ing the original recording. 
With an all Canadian cast 
from Toronto, Night Fever 
features the vocals and 
look of the Bee Gees with 
John Ralphs as Barry Gibb, 
Daryl Thistel as Robin 
Gibb, and Matthew Whale 
as Maurice Gibb.

Dates, times, and tick-
et prices for other events 
available at www.Liver-
moreArts.org. 

The Bankhead Is Ringing in the New Year with “Nostalgia Feels” This January 
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Sales & Installation of our Products Only
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The Dublin police are 
reminding residents to stay 
vigilant during the holiday 
shopping season. 

In the city’s Backyard 
Brief newsletter, the police 
department says it is easy to 
be forgetful about personal 
property and safety when 
shopping, leaving residents 
vulnerable to theft and other 
crimes. 

To stay safe, the depart-
ment recommends parking 
only in well-lit areas, and 
always be aware of your 
surroundings. Be cautious 

of strangers approaching 
you for any reason. The 
department also recom-
mends locking packages 
and other valuables in your 
vehicle’s trunk. Do not leave 
packages, shopping bags, 
or valuables in plain view 
inside your car. 

While shopping, never 
place packages on floors 
or counters or leave them 
unattended when purchasing 
additional items. Women 
should carry their purses 
under their arms, and men 
should carry their wallets 

in an inside coat pocket or 
front pants pocket. When 
returning to your vehicle, 
always have your keys read-
ily available and scan the 
interior of the car to be sure 
no one is hiding inside. 

The police also recom-
mend against carrying large 
amounts of cash and paying 
with checks or credit cards 
whenever possible. 

Shoppers should report 
suspicious activity by call-
ing 911 or the police none-
mergency line at 925-462-
1212.

Dublin Police Offer Safety Tips for Holiday Shopping

Livermore Police Reserve Officer Don Swanson enjoyed a shopping spree with two local 
girls during the recent Shop-With-A-Cop event at Walmart. (Photo courtesy of the Livermore 
Police Department)

Off-duty Livermore po-
lice officers took 44 ele-
mentary and middle school 
students on a holiday shop-
ping trip to Walmart on 
Saturday, Dec. 10, for the 
annual “Shop with a Cop” 
program. 

The Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District 
identified students from 
needy families for the pro-
gram, and students were 
encouraged to buy gifts for 
themselves and other family 
members. In addition, 20 

high school students were 
also given $300 Walmart 
gift cards. 

Before heading to the 
Livermore Walmart on Las 
Positas Road, the students 
were treated to hot chocolate 
and cake pops at the Star-
bucks on Portola Avenue. At 
Walmart, they were greeted 
by the Granada High School 
(GHS) Marching Band and 
members of the GHS and 
Livermore High School 
leadership programs, who 
assisted in the shopping. 

Afterwards, the police 
department provided break-
fast, and volunteers helped 
wrap packages, at Junction 
Avenue School. Flowers 
Bakery in Modesto provided 
pastries for the students to 
take home. 

Funding for the “Shop 
with a Cop” program was 
provided by Wal-Mart, the 
Livermore Police Officer’s 
Association, and community 
donations.

Livermore Police Host Shop-With-A-Cop

of the Student Inter-Schools 
Action Council voiced sim-
ilar concerns over SRO 
presence. 

“I genuinely don’t trust 
the data that you’ve shown 
me with students’ respons-
es because every single 
student I’ve talked to says 
they don’t really feel safe 
with SROs,” said Bhayani. 
“I really think we should 
be working to phase out the 
SRO role.” 

She went on to recount 
an episode that illustrated 
her point. 

“One of our SROs, I 
believe he was standing 
in front of the parking lot 
just saying ‘good morning’ 
to people,” she said. “And 
traditionally, that entrance is 
very walkable; everybody’s 
talking to each other. But 
that day, everyone was just 
speed-walking away. No 
eye contact, just getting 
away as fast as we can.” 

In light of the school 
shooting at Robb Elementa-
ry School in Uvalde, Texas, 
which occurred two days 

prior to the May meeting, 
Trustee Joan Laursen also 
cast doubts on Pleasanton’s 
SRO program. 

“There really isn’t a lot 
of data that shows that hav-
ing an SRO on campus 
actually makes you safer,” 
she said. “It might make 
you feel safer, but it doesn’t 
actually. And as we have 
seen from recent events and 
continued events, having an 
armed officer on campus 
doesn’t protect you from 
an intruder who is intent on 
causing harm to students 
and staff.” 

Instead, Laursen sug-
gested that schools focus on 
how to identify root causes 
of sociopathic tendencies 
before they erupt into vi-
olence. 

“We’ve got to change 
something that allows us 
to recognize when students 
are a threat to themselves or 
others,” she said. 

PUSD Board President 
Mark Miller,  although 
sympathetic to Bhayani’s 
concerns, stopped short 

of questioning the SRO 
program. 

“You can’t get anecdotal 
evidence and bring that to a 
board meeting and say this 
is the way it should be,” said 
Miller. “We need data. … To 
throw the baby out with the 
bathwater without the data 
to support it; we just can’t 
go there; we really can’t.” 

Patrick Gannon, PUSD 
director of communications, 
told The Independent that 
although the district has not 
engaged with students on 
the topic recently, it wel-
comed the dialogue. 

“We can certainly under-
stand where that’s coming 
from,” said Gannon. “We 
knew that this was going to 
be an ongoing process, and 
that’s why we’ll continue 
to have conversations with 
students, and we remain 
open and committed.” 

As an alternative to 
removing SROs entirely, 
Kabiru-Salapeh suggested 
that officers keep their fire-
arms in their car while on 
campus. 

“It might ease a little bit 
of the fear factor,” she said. 
“That’s kind of the main 
concern.” 

From a police officer’s 
standpoint, however, Billdt 
described the suggestion as 
infeasible. 

“First and foremost, we 
are law enforcement officers 
and at any given time, we 
can be pulled away from 
the schools,” said Billdt. 
“So if there’s something – a 
critical incident happening 
at the mall or happening in 
another city – we need to be 
able to be prepared to go to 
that call.” 

The Pleasanton Police 
Department hosts bi-month-
ly think-tank meetings that 
could help continue the 
conversation with students, 
said Billdt. 

“It sounds like they feel 
like there’s some kind of 
disconnect or a lack of 
communication or maybe 
a misunderstanding,” he 
said. “So I know that (the 
district) is going to reach 
out to them, and I know our 

school resource officer is 
available to be part of that 
conversation. We’re always 
open to having a dialogue, 
because we always want to 
be better. We want to build 
that public trust.” 

Gannon also said the 
district plans to conduct 
another survey on SRO per-
ception during the coming 
spring. 

FIREARMS
(Continued from first page)

BART
(Continued from first page)

Despite the rain, participants of the Pleasanton Sweater Stroll brought out their ugliest 
sweaters on Dec. 10. Revelers enjoyed spirits at various downtown locations. [See photo 
gallery at www.independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Debora Allen. “And we 
can’t cut our way out of the 
deficits that we face; that’s 
clear.” 

BART ridership in 2022, 
the highest since the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, only amounted to about 
35% of what it was in 2018. 

While the SRTP consid-
ered scenarios where rider-
ship returns to 60 to 80% of 
pre-pandemic levels within 
the next 10 years, director 
Liz Ames suggested that 
staff confront how BART 
will survive until that time. 

“This whole push of get-
ting new ridership, knowing 
that we have a changed 
ridership model — they’re 
telecommuting, this is not 
going away — that’s a con-

cern I hope we discuss at 
our (upcoming) study ses-
sion,” said Ames. 

It’s anticipated that the 
district will exhaust its fed-
eral funds as soon as Janu-
ary 2025. As of September, 
it had spent 50% of these 
funds and held $802 million 
remaining, according to the 
SRTP. 

On its current track, 
BART will incur a deficit 
of between $170 million 
to $300 million per year, 
beginning in 2025, said 
Eiseman. 

Public feedback support-
ed BART’s hard look at the 
numbers. 

“The district has some 
lofty and ambitious goals 
that should be applauded,” 

said David Sorrell from the 
Association for Commuter 
Transportation. “Given our 
climate scenario, we have 
to make transit far more 
competitive, especially as 
we rebuild service moving 
forward.” 

Saltzman clarified that 
the studies around reduced 
service did not imply actual 
service reductions. 

“I wanted to reiterate: 
we’re not cutting service,” 
she said. “This shows why 
we can’t cut service, and 
so it’s now on all of us to 
find the funding to make 
sure that that never has to 
be something that we con-
sider.” 

The board will discuss 
more concrete strategies 

to increase ridership and 
revenues next month. 
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TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Saturday, Dec. 17    
KYMBERLIE INGALLS PRESENTS 
“CREATE A RELEVANT MARKETING PLAN”    
Ingalls is an award-winning essayist, editor, and author of 
memoir, opinion, and short fiction. Her books, Bridges: A 
Lifetime in Essay and 43, compile personal essay, social 
media, and memoir to address themes of grief, humanity, 
and the heart. In her presentation, Ingalls will explain the 
essential parts of doing this, including building a platform, 
focusing your efforts, and developing a flexible strategy 
while tackling your fear and self-doubt. Join in at 2 p.m., at 
Four Points by Sheraton, 5115 Hopyard Road, in Pleasanton. 
Check-in begins at 1:30 p.m. Reservations are required at 
bit.ly/3CpD0UC. Tickets are $14 for adult members; $18 for 
adult nonmembers; $6 for student members ages 14 to 22; 
and $10 for student nonmembers.    
  
Sunday, Dec. 18 
THE DAN MARSCHAK TRIO WITH DANIELLE PEREZ 
Comprised of Las Positas College faculty and alums, this 
will shake it up to close out the 2022 Livermore Jazz Soci-
ety concert season with a mix of standards and originals. 
To request seating, email info@livermorejazzsociety.org 
or fill out a form at bit.ly/3F7roFI. If seating is available, a 
formal invitation, including the performance location, will be 
emailed back. For more information, visit livermorejazzso-
ciety.org. Organizers suggest a donation of $20 per person, 
but donations of any amount are most welcome. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 18 
CHANUKAH CELEBRATION 
Come celebrate the oil, the lights, and the season at the 
Tri-Valley Cultural Jews’ Chanukah Celebration, from 10:30 
to 12:30 in Pleasanton. Attendees will be making latkes, 
having an upcycled Menorah competition, singing, and 
playing games. Join in outside for a safe, festive Chanukah 
celebration. Cooks will be required to mask indoors. Masks 
are optional outdoors when social distancing is possible. The 
event is free to members, with a suggested $15 donation 
per nonmember adult if able. For more information, email 
culturaljews@gmail.com or call 925-399-8029.  
 
Sunday, Dec. 18 
CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA 
Families are encouraged to join the GraceWay Church family 
for its Christmas Extravaganza. The morning opens with the 
GraceWay children’s presentation of the extravaganza at 10 
a.m., at 1183 Quarry Lane. After the presentation, there will 
be a family Christmas party with snacks and the opportu-

nity to decorate ornaments and cookies. The event is free. 
Christmas Eve candlelight worship starts at 4:30 p.m., and 
an informal family gathering will be held Christmas morning 
at 10 a.m. For more information, visit gracewaylife.org. 
 
Jan. 12 to Feb. 23  
CACTUS CORNERS SQUARE DANCING LESSONS  
Cactus Corners, a nonprofit, is offering free square-dancing 
lessons to new dancers.  Anyone age 8 and up is invited to 
this great activity for the entire family.  Meetings take place 
on Thursday, Jan. 12, 19, and 26, and Feb. 2, 9, 16, and 
23, from 7 to 8:30 p.m., at 2253 5th Street, in Livermore, 
between south J and south I streets. This is at 5th Street 
School (now Del Valle Continuation High School). For more 
information or to be placed on the class notification list, email 
Margaret at mmiller1435@gmail.com or call 925-447-6980.  
Saturday, Jan. 1
LAKIN’S EMOTIONAL MASTERY WORKSHOP
Novelist, copyeditor, writing coach C. S. Lakin will lead a 
three-hour workshop presented by Tri-Valley Writers’ Chap-
ter of the California Writers Club (CWC) on how to convey 
the emotions of your characters and evoke an emotional 
response in readers at 2 p.m., in room 2470 at Las Positas 
College, located at 3000 Campus Hill, in Livermore. Check-
in begins at 1:30 p.m. The meeting is in-person, and a 
recording will not be offered. Reservations are required at 
bit.ly/3iVkiNt. Reservations are $25 for CWC members; $30 
for nonmembers; $10 for CWC student members; $15 for 
nonmember students. Las Positas students will be free with 
their Las Positas Activity card but must preregister. For more 
information, email president@trivalleywriters.org.
ONGOING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES               
TOPSCIENCE               
TOPScience is a group that partners with elementary school 
science teachers to enhance learning for both students and 
teachers. It is an opportunity to pass on skills and knowledge 
while having fun and contributing to schools in Livermore. 
For more information or to volunteer, contact Art Krakowsky 
at artkr@sbcglobal.net or 925-455-0486.               
               
ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS                                                          
PLEASANTON FARMERS MARKET                                                                                                           
Open Saturdays, from 10 to 1 p.m., at Main Street and West 
Angela Street. Seniors 60 and over are welcome for special-
ized shopping from 9 to 10 a.m. 

Email non-profit events to calendar@independentnews.com for newspaper calendar and 
visit our website www.independentnews.com to promote all events online.
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Residents of the Livermore Police Department’s Citizen Police Academy recently 
completed the program, making them eligible for the department’s volunteer program. 
(Photo courtesy of the Livermore Police Department)

Two dozen residents re-
cently completed the Liver-
more Police Department’s 
10-week Citizen’s Police 
Academy, making them el-

igible for the department’s 
volunteer program. Volun-
teers typically fill support 
positions in the department. 

This was the 38th acad-

emy session offered by the 
Livermore police, which 
includes a ride-along with an 
on-duty officer and observ-
ing dispatch.

Livermore Police Conclude 38th Citizen’s Academy  

C. S. Lakin 

Novelist and writing 
coach C. S. Lakin will lead 
a three-hour workshop on 
how to convey emotions 
and evoke an emotional 
response in readers at a 
meeting of the Tri-Valley 
Writers on Saturday, Jan. 21. 

In addition to her novels, 
including the Gates of Heav-
en fantasy series, Larkin is 
the author of over a dozen 
nonfiction books on writing 
and is the fiction track di-
rector for the San Francisco 
Writers’ Conference. The 
meeting will be held at 2 
p.m., in room 2470 at Las 
Positas College, located at 
3000 Campus Hill, in Liv-
ermore.  Reservations are 
required.  

The cost is $25 for mem-
bers, $30 for nonmembers, 

$10 for student members, 
and $15 for student non-
members. Las Positas stu-
dents will be admitted free 

with their Las Positas Ac-
tivity card, but they must 
register. To register, tinyurl.
com/bdz4zswr.

Writing Coach to Conduct Workshop on Emotions

Residents flocked to Dublin High School on Dec. 7 to enjoy the annual lighting of the 
campus’s enormous redwood tree to celebrate the holidays. [See photo gallery at www.
independentnews.com/multimedia] (Photo - Doug Jorgensen)

Jill Hruby, head of the 
National Nuclear Security 
Administration, referred 
to the “sheer excellence 
and grit” of the Livermore 
Laboratory’s staff. 

The National Nuclear 
Security Administration is 
responsible for most LLNL 
programs.  Hruby once 
worked at the Livermore 
branch of Sandia National 
Laboratories and has long 
been familiar with LLNL 
work. 

She noted the “tireless 
efforts of the thousands of 
people” from LLNL and its 
many partners.  “We are so 
proud of the accomplish-
ments of our Livermore 
National Ignition Facility!” 

California Senators Di-
anne Feinstein and Alex 
Padilla sent their congratu-
lations, as did Representa-
tives Eric Swalwell (CA-15) 
and Zoe Lofgren (CA-19.) 

LLNL director  Kim 
Budil, speaking at the press 
conference, referred to de-
cades of effort by teams of 
collaborators from around 
the U.S. and abroad, from 
industry as well as from the 
public sector. 

“After all that work, the 
laser has exceeded its per-
formance goals, opened 
whole new areas of high 
energy density science to 
exploration, and delivered 
the data we need to keep 
our nuclear deterrent safe, 
secure and effective,” she 
said. 

She also spoke of past 
doubters.  

“Our pursuit of ignition 
over the past decade at NIF 
was an incredibly ambitious 
technical goal.  Many said it 
was not possible.  ‘The laser 
wasn’t energetic enough.’  
‘The targets would never 
be precise enough.’  ‘Our 
modeling and simulation 
tools were just not up to 
the task.’”   

Negative opinions began 
to shift with recent prog-
ress, she said.  Best known 
was an August 2021 target 
experiment that generated 
1.35 megajoules of energy, 
a record at the time.   

In the days that followed 
December 5, as data ac-
cumulated indicating that 
NIF had achieved a sig-
nificant energy increase, 

word spread rapidly in the 
scientific community and 
then more widely. 

It soon leaked to the 
UK’s Financial Times, 
which published an article 
last weekend.  The story 
then found its way to oth-
er media in the U.S. and 
around the world. 

Technology enthusiasts 
immediately began specu-
lating that it might soon be 
possible to harness fusion 
energy for commercial pow-
er purposes. 

Those more familiar 
with NIF, like Hermann 
and Budil, noted that the 
experiment was not aimed 
at commercial energy, but 
is part of LLNL’s respon-
sibilities under the Stock-
pile Stewardship Program 
for ensuring the safety and 
reliability of U.S. nuclear 
weapons. 

Hermann pointed out 
that the temperatures and 
pressures generated in the 
NIF target experiments can 
approach the conditions of a 
nuclear explosion. 

Absent full scale nuclear 
testing, “we have no other 
way to access” these ex-
treme conditions, he said.  

For example, he said, 
while it was demonstrating 
the energy gain that excited 
fusion power advocates, 
the December 5 experiment 
enabled the researchers for 
the first time to observe the 
response of important de-
fense materials to an intense 
pulse of neutrons. 

Marvin Adams, deputy 
head of the National Nuclear 
Security Administration, cit-
ed several ways in which the 
NIF research will “enhance 
our national security.” 

For one, it will produce 
technical information that 
helps “maintain confidence 
in our deterrent without 
nuclear explosive testing.” 

For another, it contrib-
utes to the credibility of the 
U.S. deterrent by “demon-
strating world leading ex-
pertise in weapons relevant 
technologies…That is we 
know what we’re doing!” 

For a third, it will allow 
us to “advance non-prolif-
eration goals” by making 
it unnecessary to resume 
nuclear testing. 

While NIF experiments 

are aimed at national de-
fense concerns, LLNL was 
historically a fusion energy 
research facility as well.   

Magnetic fusion energy, 
then called Project Sher-
wood, was one of the Lab-
oratory’s original programs 
when it opened in 1952.  
At the time, it was largely 
hidden from public view by 
strict classification rules.  

Completely declassified 
in later years, magnetic 
fusion energy research con-
tinued at the Laboratory 
through the 1980s and later 
through collaborations with 
other research centers like 
General Atomics and the 
Princeton Plasma Physics 
Laboratory.  

The idea of using then-
new laser technology to 
trigger fusion reactions was 
proposed first at LLNL in 
the 1960s, growing into 
today’s Inertial Confinement 
Fusion programs including 
NIF research.  

Lasers are not the only 
possible means to drive 
fusion from targets.  Other 
laboratories are exploring 
the possibility of using elec-
tron beams and heavy ions. 
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OBITUARIES

Saulnier, the letter was also 
signed by Southern Califor-
nia Congress members Judy 
Chu and Karen Bass, who 
shortly after left that post 
to serve Los Angeles as the 
new mayor. Bass was sworn 
in on Sunday, Dec. 11. 

“Reports to our offices 
indicate that significant bar-
riers exist for inmates seek-
ing visits or calls from le-
gal counsel, raising serious 
constitutional concerns,” 
the letter read. “As you are 
aware, individuals in BOP 
custody retain statutory and 
due process rights to counsel 
and a First Amendment right 
to petition the government.”  

The letter said the con-
gress members received 
numerous reports of de-
lays before attorneys were 
allowed to speak with in-
mates. According to the 

letter, one attorney sent nine 
emails to FCI Dublin staff 
before getting a single return 
phone call.  

“With the history of sex-
ual abuses at FCI Dublin, 
numerous reports indicate 
that many survivors are still 
not reporting instances in 
fear of retaliation,” accord-
ing to the letter. “Retaliation 
includes verbal harassment 
and abuse by facility staff; 
being subjected to inva-
sive and unwarranted strip 
searches; losing access to 
phones, computers, and 
commissary accounts; and 
being terminated from pris-
on employment.”  

The Congressional mem-
bers also allege that inmates 
dealt with “unacceptable 
delays” in receiving medi-
cal care and psychological 
treatment to deal with sexual 

abuse, and that there was no 
access to outside confiden-
tial mental health services.  

The letter demands Jusi-
no fully comply with con-
stitutional obligations for 
inmates and answer how 
many FCI Dublin staff are 
responsible for fielding at-
torneys calls or handling 
their visits.  

“The violation of con-
stitutional rights, culture of 
sexual abuse, and failure to 
provide basic health services 
at FCI Dublin are unjust and 
unacceptable,” DeSaulni-
er said in a statement. “A 
prison sentence should not 
mean the end of a person’s 
constitutional and human 
rights, and I am proud to join 
my colleagues in conducting 
federal oversight to ensure 
humanity is upheld in our 
prison system and basic 

dignity is maintained.”    
Said Swalwell: “Despite 

my visit to this prison to get 
to the bottom of many of 
these issues, my office con-
tinues to receive concerning 
reports of conduct against 
inmates that may violate 
federal law. Rehabilitation 
of federal inmates does 
not mean a denial of basic 
humanities, such as access 
to health care services and 
legal counsel — rights that 
are even more critical when 
they are the result of sexual 
abuses.”   

Swalwell and Bass, along 
with retiring U.S. Rep. Jack-
ie Speier of San Francisco, 
called for improvements 
in March after touring FCI 
Dublin in March following 
a string of arrests and fed-
eral charges against prison 
guards, a chaplain and a for-

mer warden, each accused 
of sexually abusing inmates.  

The previous warden, 
Ray Garcia, was convicted 
Dec. 8 in U.S. District Court 
in Oakland of seven counts 
involving sexually abusive 
conduct against three fe-
male inmates under his su-
pervision. A jury also found 
him guilty of one count of 
making false statements to 
government agents. Garcia, 
55, of Merced could be sen-
tenced March 8 to decades 
behind bars.  

FCI Dublin is one of 
more than 130 federal 
prison institutions housing 
nearly 15,000 inmates na-
tionwide.  Following the 
string of charges, the BOP’s 
director Michael Carvajal 
resigned. The new BOP 
director, Colette Peters, 
who started in March, told 

The Independent through a 
spokesperson in late August  
that she was “fully commit-
ted” to fixing the problems 
there. BOP spokesman Don-
ald Murphy said last week 
that the BOP was aware of 
the letter to Jusino from 
Congress and was review-
ing it.  

“The Bureau of Prisons 
responds directly to mem-
bers of Congress and their 
staff,” Murphy said. “Out 
of respect and deference to 
members, we do not com-
ment on our Congressional 
briefings or share our Con-
gressional correspondence 
with media.”  

Another BOP spokes-
man told The Independent 
on Monday that the agency 
had no new updates on ef-
forts to improve conditions 
at the prison. 

JAIL
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On Nov. 21, 2022, Jane 
Sugaoka quietly passed away 
from natural causes in Dan-
ville, California. 

Jane was born Nov. 18, 
1924, in Watsonville, Califor-
nia, the third of seven children 
to Naka and Tanizuchi Higaki. 
She was raised in Ikachi, Yanai 
Shi, Yamaguchi Ken, Japan 
from 1931 through 1949, fin-
ishing high school in Japan. 

Jane returned to San Jose 
and married Masumu “Roy” 
Sugaoka. They moved to Su-
nol, where they became straw-
berry farmers until Roy passed 
away on July 4, 1965. In the 

following years, she focused 
on raising her children and 
house-cleaning work. 

She was an avid piano play-
er and loved going to the opera 
and symphony. Some of you 
might have seen her taking her 
many walks throughout Sunol. 

She is survived by her 
brother, Tadashi Higaki; her 
four children, Kei Sugao-
ka (and wife, Show), Arthur 
Sugaoka, Jeannie Sugaoka and 
Alex Sugaoka; granddaughter, 
Danae Sugaoka; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

A private family service is 
scheduled in January.

Catherine Louise Radosev-
ich, 74, passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, Nov. 27, after a 
more than 12-year struggle 
with ALS.  

Cathy was born in San Fran-
cisco and spent most of her 
childhood in Redwood City, 
California. She was the second 
oldest of five girls and knew 
from a young age that she 
wanted to be a teacher. She 
went to Sequoia High School 
in Redwood City, where she 
was very involved in choir and 
Rainbow Girls. 

Upon graduation, she at-
tended Linfield College in Or-
egon, and later finished her 
degree and teaching credential 
at UC Davis. She moved to 
Livermore in 1971 for her first 
teaching job.  

She met Lee when they were 
set up on a blind date, and they 
were married in 1974. Shortly 
after they were married, Lee 
was diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis, and her role shifted 
to include caregiver as his 
MS progressed rapidly. Cathy 
taught first and second grade 
at Arroyo Mocho and Sonoma 
Avenue Elementary before she 
stopped to care full time for Lee. 
She was wonderfully creative 
and loved integrating music into 
her classroom. 

Cathy was an incredibly 
devoted wife, mother, grand-
mother, and friend. She put her 
family before herself, priori-
tizing Lee and her daughters 
above all else. She took amaz-
ing care of Lee for 30 years as 
his disease progressed, while 
simultaneously supporting her 
daughters through their school 
and extracurricular activities. 

After Lee passed away in 
2004, Cathy took charge of her 
own health, became an avid 
walker with her rescue dog 
Mandy, and enjoyed working 
and inspiring others at Weight 
Watchers. She was very knowl-
edgeable about gardening and 

took pride in nurturing the many 
varieties of roses in her yard. 

Cathy found a new calling 
when she became a grand-
mother in 2009, when Ayden 
was born, and she took fabulous 
care of him the first two years 
of his life, before her health 
started to decline. She had an 
amazing bond with all three of 
her grandchildren; she loved 
reading and singing to them, 
baking, creating spaceships out 
of cardboard, and giving them 
rides on her wheelchair. 

She was finally diagnosed 
with ALS in 2013, after a few 
years of balance problems and 
progressive weakness. Cathy 
was as strong as they come, and 
she will be missed dearly by her 
family and friends. 

She is preceded in death by 
her husband, Lee Radosevich; 
and sister, Laurie Nakamura. 
She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Jenny (Gregg) Kanter and 
Kellie (Chris) Golik; grand-
children, Ayden Kanter, Bryce 
Kanter, and Bodhi Golik; and 
siblings, Judy (Mike) Slavens, 
Debbie (John) Lee, and Natalie 
Kosay. 

Per Cathy’s wishes, there 
will be a private memorial ser-
vice at a later date. Donations 
can be made to the ALS Asso-
ciation Golden West Chapter. 

Early on Sunday, Nov. 6, 
Hugh Keener, beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, brother, 
uncle, co-worker, and friend, 
passed away at the age of 83 
from complications of appendi-
ceal cancer, which he had sto-
ically coped with for 10 years, 
including three major surgeries. 

Hugh was born in Tyler, 
Texas, to LD and Dorothy 
Keener, and was raised in Ala-
bama, New Orleans, and Texas 
before moving to Portland, 
Oregon, in high school. He 
graduated from Lewis and 
Clark College in 1962, spent 
a summer ocean fishing for 
salmon, then started working 
for Pacific Power & Light. 

In 1964, he married Julie 
Bock and they moved to Ari-
zona, where he worked for Pan 
Am as a contractor - first on Ft. 
Huachuca, then in Florida near 
Cape Canaveral supporting 
the Eastern Test Range. Pan 
Am contractors were allowed 
one trip a year at 10% of fare, 
so Hugh and Julie traveled to 
Ireland, Germany and Austria, 
Spain and Portugal, and New 
Zealand. 

In 1971, shortly after the 
birth of their son, Scott, Hugh 
drove his wife, son, mother-in-
law, and two cats 3,000 miles 
to central California, where he 
worked at Vandenberg AFB, 
and daughter Andra was born. 

After the Challenger disaster, 
Hugh began working at Lock-
heed Sunnyvale in launch inte-
gration, and the family moved 
to Livermore, where Hugh 
enjoyed the children’s youth 
soccer games and traveling to 
national parks. 

He retired in 2012 and en-
joyed visiting the Red Bluff 
farm, where Scott and family 
lived; the state of Virginia, espe-
cially Williamsburg, and nieces 
and nephews there; northern 
Michigan, where Julie’s mother 
was raised; Hawaii; Sedona, 
Arizona; and cruises to Alaska 
and South America. Hugh loved 
bluegrass music and taking 
pictures in all those places and 

photoshopping them. 
When cancer kept him from 

traveling in the last two years, 
he digitized and edited all his 
father’s, his father-in-law’s, and 
his own old slides.  

Hugh is survived by his 
wife, Julie; daughter Andra; 
son, Scott, and daughter-in-law 
Karen; grandchildren, Grant, 
William, Ethan, Amarah; sister, 
Carol Wilson (Buzz); nephews, 
Todd Wilson (Crystal), Brian 
Wilson, and Eric Wilson (Laci); 
Adam Gonzales (Victoria), 
Jason Bock (Kris) and Tom 
Bock (Jenn); nieces, Amanda 
Wilson Gilbert (Danny), and 
Jenny Bock-Leidman (Sam), 
plus all their children. He was 
predeceased by his parents; 
sisters, Dee and Gail; and broth-
er-in-law, Jay Gonzales.  

A service of remembrance 
will be held at First Presbyte-
rian Church Livermore, on 4th 
Street, at 2 p.m., on Saturday, 
Dec. 17.  Donations may be 
directed to the National Parks 
Conservation Association, 
ACPMP (Appendix Cancer 
Pseudomyxoma Peritonei Re-
search Foundation), or First 
Presbyterian Church Liver-
more. 

Callaghan Mortuary is hon-
ored to be serving the Keener 
family. An online guestbook 
is available for condolences at 
callaghanmortuary.com. 

The blessing of pets and 
animals is often celebrated on 
Oct. 4, the feast of St. Francis, 
or on a Sunday near the date. 

In this picture, Rev. Carol 
is blessing a stuffed elephant 
belonging to a child. Blessings 
of this type seem endless in their 
capacity to touch our hearts. 

Carol Lee Cook was born on 
Sept. 3, 1949. She died at home 
with her beloved cats, Sampson 
and Julie, on Nov. 17, 2022. 
She was born at O’Connor 
Hospital in San Jose, to what 
she described as a “happily 
bohemian” family. She moved 
to Minnesota at age 9, then re-
turned to Northern California in 
1971, where she earned a mas-
ter’s degree in psychology and 
worked for Apple Computer, all 
the while hearing God call her 
to ministry. 

Carol was involved in high 
tech writing publications in 
Silicon Valley. She was a team 
leader in technical publications 
in the early days of Apple Com-
puter. Then, she received the 
"call from God" and responded 
to God with her whole life. 
She was ordained an Episcopal 
deacon at Grace Cathedral in 
San Francisco in 1990 and as a 
priest in 1991. 

Rev. Carol was one of the 
first women to be ordained a 
priest in the Episcopal Church. 
She served the community for 
32 years. Her ordained ministry 
began with St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church in Palo Alto, where 
her leadership and ministry 

as a lay person were recog-
nized as priestly and, with 
the faithful encouragement of 
her fellow parishioners, led to 
her ordination. She eventually 
served as interim rector in that 
parish. Carol also served at 
St. Paul's in Walnut Creek, St. 
Bartholomew's in Livermore, 
and St. Clare's in Pleasanton. 

In retirement, she did supply 
work, meaning she was clergy 
on call when others were un-
available. She retired due to 
eye issues and could not drive at 
night, but if it was daylight and 
she could drive to the location, 
she was there.  

Carol always believed that 

there was no “them,” and in-
stead, it was “We are all in 
this life together to love and 
help each other.” Carol loved 
all of us, especially children, 
animals, outcasts, and the dis-
enfranchised  

Services will be held at 
St. Clare’s in Pleasanton, at 
11 a.m., on Jan. 21. For more 
details, visit stclarespleasanton.
org. Cards and well wishes can 
be sent to St. Clare’s. In lieu of 
flowers please consider a dona-
tion in Carol’s memory to your 
local Episcopal Church, your 
local Humane Society, or to any 
organization that will make the 
world a better place. Thank you. 

Barbara Paddack passed 
peacefully on Dec. 10, 2022. 
She will be greatly missed by 
all her family and friends.  

A loving mother, grand-
mother, great grandmother, and 
sister to Wanda. Our family af-
fectionally called her “NaNa.” 
She is survived by her four 
children, 10 grandchildren, and 
18 Great grandchildren.  

Barbara was amazing, pro-
fessional, intelligent, sharp, 
warm, friendly, beautiful 
with the funniest sense of 
humor. She always brightened 
a room and made people laugh 
and smile. Once you met her it 
was impossible to forget.  

Barbara retired in 2013 
after 35 years in the business. 
She kept busy, traveled and 
focused on her family. She 

was the keeper of the family 
history, loved ancestry, and 
documented everything. Bar-
bara was an orphan and was 
always looking for information 
about her parents and other 

family members. Her family 
was everything!  

Barbara’s vitality and en-
thusiasm was contagious, she 
always had a project, and 
pushed herself to achieve all 
her goals. She was s self-edu-
cated, independent woman and 
leader with a flair for storytell-
ing. Gotta love Nana’s stories! 

Services are Saturday, Dec, 
17, from 9 to 11 a.m. for visi-
tation, and an 11 a.m. service 
at Callaghan Mortuary, located 
at 3833 East Ave., in Liver-
more. The burial will follow at 
Roselawn Cemetery, 1240 N. 
Livermore Ave., in Livermore. 
Callaghan Mortuary is honored 
to be serving the Paddack 
family. An online guestbook 
is available for condolences at 
callaghanmortuary.com.

 Grady Theadore Wil-
cox, affectionately known as 
“Jim,” passed away peace-
fully on Dec. 9, 2022, at the 
age of 90, in Castro Valley, 
California. 

He was born on Nov. 17, 
1932, in Maysville, Okla-
homa. He was proceeded in 
death by his parents, Joseph 
Martin Wilcox and Idel Friz-

zell Wilcox; sisters, Mary 
Wiitala and Laveta Fagundes; 
nephews, Bobby Wiitala and 
Richard Theodore; and his 
wives, Amelia Castillo Wil-
cox and Louise Paulsen. He 
is survived by his only child, 
Lisa Marie Wilcox (Jim Pe-
terson) of Pleasanton; nieces, 
Carol LeDonne, Debbie Potts, 
Nancy Heredia, Dolores Ho-
baugh, Catherine Claypool, 
and Linda Garcia; nephews, 
Richard, Michael and Ray-
mond Garcia; and many great 
nieces and nephews. 

Jim was a Pleasanton res-
ident for more than 70 years. 
He owned and trained thor-
oughbred horses, served in 
the Army in Korea, and retired 
from the U.S. Postal Service. 
He was a huge S.F. Giants 
fan and enjoyed bowling and 
his family. 

Friends and family are in-
vited to a visitation and vigil 
on Friday, Dec. 16, from 4 to 
6:30 p.m., with rosary to begin 

at 6:30 p.m,. at Graham Hitch 
Mortuary, 4167 First St., in 
Pleasanton. Funeral service will 
take place on Saturday, Dec. 17, 
2022, at 10 a.m., at St. Elizabeth 
Seton-Chapel, 4001 Stoneridge 
Dr., in Pleasanton, CA. Burial 
will follow at St. Augustine 
Cemetery, 5750 Sunol Blvd., 
in Pleasanton.

Catherine Louise Radosevich 
March 29, 1948 – Nov. 27, 2022 

Yasue "Jane" Sugaoka 
Nov. 18, 1924 – Nov. 21, 2022 

Grady Theadore Wilcox 
Resident of Pleasanton 

Nov. 17, 1932 – Dec. 9, 2022 

Hugh Keener 

Carol Lee Cook 
Sept. 3, 1949  – Nov. 17, 2022 

Barbara Paddack 
1941 – 2022 
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As catalytic converters are often targeted by thieves, the Las Positas College Automotive 
Technology is now collaborating with the Livermore Police Department to inscribe 
license plate numbers on the converters. (Photo courtesy of LPD) 

Medicare Insurance Questions?
Turning 65soon?
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questions regarding
Medicare Insurance

plans, and we can help
you find a plan with
access to Stanford

Hospitals & their
doctors. Contact us

today!Mike Morgan
license 0571238

Gene Morgan Insurance Agency
2020 Fourth Street, Livermore

(925) 447-2565 ext. 2200
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The Las Positas College 
Automotive Technology 
Department recently collab-
orated with the Livermore 
Police Department (LPD) 
to inscribe license plate 
numbers on the catalytic 
converters of 150 vehicles in 
an effort to reduce the theft 
of catalytic converters. 

Catalytic converters are 
targeted by thieves because 
they are easy to remove and 
contain small amounts of 
precious metals, including 
platinum, rhodium, and pal-
ladium. 

LPD said it is planning 
another “Etch and Catch” 
event with Las Positas Col-
lege early next year.

Emily Buttler, a senior at 
Livermore High School, has 
been named Livermore Teen 
Poet for the first trimester of 
the school year. 

Buttler was selected by 
Livermore Poet Laureate 
Peggy Schimmelman for her 
poem “Heatwave,” which 
hints at climate change 
while lamenting the loss of 
Livermore summers once 
shared with a friend. Her 
poem will be on display at 
the Livermore Civic Center 
Library, located at 1188 S. 
Livermore Ave. 

The theme for the city’s 
second trimester compe-
tition is “The Web,” and 
is open to Livermore resi-
dents in grades nine through 
12. Entries must be sent 
by email to poetlaureate@
LivermoreCA.gov by Feb. 
24, and must include the 
student’s name, school and 
grade level, and English 
teacher’s name.  Only one 
entry per student per tri-
mester.  

The winner will receive a 
certificate from the city and 
a $20 gift certificate.

Livermore Names Teen Poet 
For First School Trimester

Livermore Police Work Together with Las Positas College 
Students at Etch and Catch Event to Reduce Theft

Pleasanton Student Named to Dean’s List 
Pleasanton’s Tavin Heisig has been named to the dean’s list for 
the spring semester at The Citadel, The Military College of South 
Carolina, in Charleston, South Carolina. 

The dean’s list recognizes students and cadets who achieve a 
grade point average of 3.20 or higher, with no incompletes or 
grades below a C.

By Nathan Canilao 
The Granada girls’ soccer 

team was defeated 1-0 in 
their match against Ameri-
can High School on Dec. 6. 
The Matadors dropped their 
first game of the season with 
the loss.  

The Matador defense 
held up in the first half as 
they did not allow the Eagles 
to score. They didn’t give 
American many great looks 
at the box and played the 
ball well. 

The Eagles broke through 
in the second half of play 
when junior Nessya Shap-
iro scored the lone goal for 
American that broke the tie. 

Granada couldn’t get 
their offense going from 
there and eventually lost the 
match by one goal. 

The Matadors start the 
year off 0-1 and will be at 
home for their next matchup 
against Dougherty Valley 
High School on Dec. 15.

By Nathan Canilao 
The Amador Valley girls’ 

basketball team was defeat-
ed by San Leandro High 
School 43-29 on Dec. 8. The 
Dons dropped their second 
game of the season with 
the loss. 

The Pirates controlled 
the game for a majority of 
the matchup. San Leandro’s 
pressure and pace bothered 
the Dons on both ends of 
the floor. 

The Dons made a push 
to get back into the game, 

but it was too late as the 
Pirates cruised to an easy 
victory. 

Despite San Leandro 
shooting just 29% from the 
floor and 12% from behind 
the arc, San Leandro con-
trolled the Dons defensively 
and stalled their offense. 

The Pirates also outre-
bounded the Dons as they 
pulled down 36 total re-
bounds for the game. 

Amador will head to 
American High School 
for their next matchup on  
Dec. 16.

By Nathan Canilao 
The Granada boys’ bas-

ketball team took third place 
at the Mark Madsen Invita-
tional Tournament at San 
Ramon Valley High School 
over the weekend, going 2-1 
with wins over Bellarmine 
College Prep and Franklin 
High School. 

Granada went into the 
tournament without senior 
center Andrew McKeever, 
Nate Keaney and Spencer 
Langowski who are three 
key rotation players for the 
Matadors 

Granada started the tour-

nament off strong with a win 
over Bellarmine in their first 
game of the tournament. 
They controlled the game 
for much of the first half and 
halted a Bells’ comeback in 
the second half leading to a 
60-56 victory. 

Senior point guard Matai 
Faiaipa’u and senior center 
Anthony Rodriguez were 
instrumental in the Mat-
adors’ win as they hit big 
shots down the stretch of 
the game. 

“We did enough things 
well to beat a Bellarmine 
team who is always well 

coached,” said Granada 
head coach Quaran Johnson. 
“A lot of credit goes to our 
guys.” 

In Granada’s semi-final 
game against California, the 
Matadors entered a dog fight 
against an East Bay Athletic 
League rival. 

Granada got off to a slow 
start going down 6 points in 
the first quarter, but an 18-6 
run in the second quarter 
gave the Matadors a 30-24 
lead at halftime.  

The Grizzlies fought 
back in the third quarter to 
take a one-point lead going 

into the fourth quarter. Cal-
ifornia made a basket with 
under a minute to go in the 
game to snag a narrow 54-53  
victory. 

Granada shot just 18% 
from the three-point line in 
their loss to the Grizzlies. 

In the final game of the 
tournament, Granada closed 
out Franklin High School 
with ease winning 67-46 to 
take home third place in the 
Mark Madsen Invitational. 

Up next, Granada will 
face Capital Chrisitian High 
School on the road on Dec. 
15.

By Nathan Canilao 
The Dublin High School 

boys soccer team tied with 
Napa High School at home 
1-1 on Dec. 8. The Gaels’ 
tied for the second straight 
game this season. 

Dublin was able to get 
on the board first, scoring 
a goal in the first half. The 
Gaels’ strong defense helped 
them shut out Napa’s offense 
early.  

Napa got on the board in 
the second half while Dub-
lin’s offense went stagnant. 
The Gaels got good looks, 

but were not able to convert. 
After a stalemate, both 

teams went home with a tie 
on their record.  

The Gaels’ offense has 
slowed since the start of the 
season where they scored 
a combined seven goals in 
the first two games. In their 
recent two games, they have 
scored just one goal and 
have tied twice.  

Dublin now has a re-
cord of 2-0-2 on the sea-
son and will face Pittsburg 
High School on the road on  
Dec. 30.

Granada Girls Defeat 
American High in Soccer

Amador Girls Basketball 
Defeats San Leandro  

Granada Boys Basketball Takes Third in Tournament

Dublin High Boys  
Tie Napa in Soccer

At the recent USA Swimming Junior Nationals in Austin 
Texas, Livermore Aquacowboys athlete Jack Hendrick 
placed 8th in the 1650 free with a time of 15:17. He also 
placed 14th in the 500 free with a time of 4:24 and 21st 
in the 400 Individual medley with a time of 3:54. All of 
his swims were lifetime best times. Jack Hendrick is a 
Senior at Granada High School and will be swimming 
for UC Santa Barbara next fall. Pictured (L to R) Alex 
Silver (LAC Head Swim Coach/CEO), Jack Hendrick.  
(Photo courtesy of Rachel Clark)

Charles Reyes, a student 
at Dublin High School, was 
named a 2023 finalist in 
theater by YoungArts, a 
national organization that 
recognizes outstanding art-
ists from 15 to 18 years old.  

Finalist is the highest 
award in the organization’s 
annual National Arts Com-
petition. Reyes was one of 
16 finalists in theater. 

“Every year, we are in-
spired anew by the talent, 

dedication, and creativity 
of extraordinary early career 
artists,” said YoungArts Ar-
tistic Director Lauren Snel-
ling. “YoungArts is proud 
to support artists at critical 
junctures throughout their 
lives, and we look forward 
to providing community and 
professional and creative 
development opportunities 
that will empower the 2023 
award winners as they em-
bark on exciting careers in 

the arts.” 
More than 700 young 

artists were recognized na-
tionally in 10 disciplines, 
including theater, classical 
music, dance, design arts, 
film, jazz, photography, 
visual arts, voice, and writ-
ing. As a finalist, Reyes is 
eligible to join in the organi-
zation’s National YoungArts 
Week next month in Miami 
Beach, Florida, with an op-
portunity to meet and learn 

from professional artists and 
performers.  

YoungArts ,  former-
ly known as The Nation-
al Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Artists, was 
formed in 1981 to identify 
exceptional young artists 
and invest in their lifelong 
creative freedom. The orga-
nization provides funding, 
mentorship, and profession-
al development throughout 
the young artists’ careers. 

YoungArts Recognizes Dublin High Student Reyes
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593419

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Amore Montes-
sori Family Child Care and 
Preschool, 266 Wood St. Unit 
406, Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Jessica Perez 
Maldonado Munoz, 266 Wood 
St Unit 406, Livermore, CA 
94550. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Jessica Perez Maldonado Mu-
noz, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on November 14, 
2022. Expires November 13, 
2027. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5318. Published November 
24, December 1, 8, 15 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593353

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Valley Montessori 
School, 1273 N Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Tri-val-
ley Montessori School, 1273 N 
Livermore Ave, Livermore, CA 
94551. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
9/23/1994. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Andrew Wang, 
Director of Finance. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on November 
9, 2022. Expires November 8, 
2027. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5319. Published November 
24, December 1, 8, 15 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593433

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Rick’s Landscape 
and Maintenance service, 
2729 Kennedy St, Livermore, 
CA 94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Richard Sanchez Jr., 2729 
Kennedy ST. Livermore, CA 
94551. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
6/00/1993. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Richard Sanchez Jr., 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 15, 
2022. Expires November 14, 
2027. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5320. Published November 
24, December 1, 8, 15 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593383

The following person(s) doing 

business as: Mountain Ridge 
Rentals, 3988 California Way, 
Livermore, CA 94550, is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Finster’s Hauling and 
Equipment LLC, 3988 Califor-
nia Way, Livermore, CA 94550. 
This business is conducted 
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Matthew Finster, 
Manager. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 10, 
2022. Expires November 9, 
2027. The Independent, Legal 
No. 5321. Published November 
24, December 1, 8, 15 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593502

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Harsh Jadhav, 
CPA; 2. Mirabelle Investments; 
3. Harshavardhan Jadhav, 
CAP, 6436 Tiffany Common, 
Livermore, CA 94551, is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Harshavardhan Jad-
hav, 6436 Tiffany Common, 
Livemrore, CA 94551. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 3/9/2018. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Harsha-
vardhan Jadhav, Owner. This 
statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 18, 2022. Ex-
pires November 17, 2027. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
5322. Published November 
24, December 1, 8, 15 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593534

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Nuhope Well-
ness, 11501 Dublin Blvd #324, 
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Park Legend LLC, 
3045 S. Archibald Ave #H178, 
Ontario, CA 91761. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Lim-
ited Liability Company. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
11/21/22. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Ferdous Ahmed, 
CEO. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on November 
21, 2022. Expires November 
20, 2027. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5323. Published 
December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593351

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Diver City, 1123 
El Centro Ave, Oakland, CA 
94602, is hereby registered by 

the following owner(s): Benja-
min Powning, 1123 El Centro 
Ave, Oakland, CA 94602. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Benjamin 
Powning, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on November 
9, 2022. Expires November 
8, 2027. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5324. Published 
December 1, 8, 15, 22, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593669

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Jaki Demolition 
Services LLC, 1271 Washing-
ton Avenue Suite 158, San 
Leandro, CA 94577, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Jaki Demolition 
Services LLC, 1271 Wash-
ington Avenue Suite 158, 
San Leandro, CA 94577. This 
business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Bernadette Alexander, 
Manager. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 29, 
2022. Expires November 28, 
2027. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5325. Published De-
cember 8, 15, 22, 29, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593379

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: West Coast 
Employee Perks, 2759 Kel-
ly St, Hayward, CA 94541, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Stellar 
Marketing and Events, Inc., 
2759 Kelly St, Hayward, CA 
94541. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Sarah garcia, CEO. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on November 
10, 2022. Expires November 
9, 2027. The Independent, 
Legal No. 5326. Published 
December 8, 15, 22, 29, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593728

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church; 2. Holy 
Cross Lutheran School, 1020 
Mocho St., Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 
1020 Mocho St., Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 

conducted by a Corporation. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: John Bost, 
President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on Decembeerr 1, 
2022. Expires November 30, 
2027. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5327. Published De-
cember 8, 15, 22, 29, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593628

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Circle H Beef, 
12461 Mines Road, Liver-
moe CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Nancy Jane Mueller, 
12461 Mines Road, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by a Married Cou-
ple. The date on which the 
registrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 1/10/22. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Nancy 
Jane Mueller, Owner, Range-
land Manager. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on November 28, 
2022. Expires November 27, 
2027. The Independent, Le-
gal No. 5328. Published De-
cember 8, 15, 22, 29, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593598

The following person(s) doing 
business as: The Learning 
Wheel Preschool, 1432 Con-
cannon Blvd, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): The 
Kaur LLC, 4430 Central Park-
way, Dublin, CA 94568. This 
business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Ramandeep Kaur, Manager. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 23, 2022. Ex-
pires November 22, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5329. 
Published December 15, 22, 
29, 2022, January 5, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593513

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Sierra Dust 
Offroad, 7724 Frederiksen 
Lane, Dublin, CA 94568, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Erik Bell, 
7724 Frederiksen Lane, Dub-
lin, CA .94568 This business 
is conducted by an Invididual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature of 

Registrant/s/: Erik Bell, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 18, 2022. Ex-
pires November 17, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5330. 
Published December 15, 22, 
29, 2022, January 5, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593522

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Owen Man-
agement, 747 Trinity Hills 
Lane, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Jill De 
Anne Burns-Leon, 747 Trin-
ity Hills Lane, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 11/1/2003. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Jill De 
Anne Burns-Leon, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
November 21, 2022. Expires 
November 20, 2027. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5331. 
Published December 15, 22, 
29, 2022, January 5, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593545

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Crafted by Crobar, 
3293 Madera Ave, Oakland, CA 
94619, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Benjamin Croft, 3293 Madera 
Ave, Oakland, CA 94619. This 
business is conducted by a 
Married Couple. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Benjamin Croft, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
November 22, 2022. Expires 
November 21, 2027. The In-
dependent, Legal No. 5332. 
Published December 15, 22, 
29, 2022, January 5, 2022.
.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593796

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Pizzeria Mer-
cato; 2. Mercato, 5959 Shell-
mound ST. #75, Emeryville, CA 
94608, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Modu-
sa Inc., 5959 Shellmount ST. 
#75 Emeryville, CA 94608. 
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: 3/1/22. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Dogan Ozdogan, CEO. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
December 5, 2022, 2022. Ex-
pires December 4, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5333. 
Published December 15, 22, 
29, 2022, January 5, 2022.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 593788

The following person(s) doing 
business as: XO Ranch, 9757 
Dubin Canyon Road, Castro 
Valle, CA 94552, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Palmer Ranch LLC, 
9757 Dublin Canyon Road, 
Castro Valley, CA 94552. This 
business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. 
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 1/1/22. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Mollie 
Cronin Palmer, Manager. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
December 5, 2022, 2022. Ex-
pires December 4, 2027. The 
Independent, Legal No. 5334. 
Published December 15, 22, 
29, 2022, January 5, 2022.

C L A S S I F I E D S

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal 

Rescue 
Our current weekly adop-
tion events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmer’s Market in 
Pleasanton. The location is 
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St. 
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and how to donate.
Follow TRI-VALLEY ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION 
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FiV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinat-
ed. We also have adult cats 
& ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT

Embracer Freemode Inc.
(formerly known as Aionic 
Labs Inc.) in Livermore, CA is 
looking for a Senior Frontend/
UI Engineer to Develop video 
streaming-based mobile appli-
cations & web-based frontend 
user interface & backend APIs 
with WebRTC. Reqs: BS in CS 
or related IT engineering dis-
cipline & 2 yrs (24 months) of 
experience in job offered or 
related occupation developing 
real-time video/audio stream-
ing related apps w/ Android, 
iOS, and web technologies.
Send CV to:
winston@aioniclabs.com. 

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE 
CLASSIFIED ADS

go to

bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds
or call

(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD 
SALES

FREE SECTION

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California 
law requires that contractors 
taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor and/or materials) 
be licensed by the Contractors 
State License Board. State 
law also requires that con-
tractors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s sta-
tus at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800)321-CSLB (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs 
less than $500 must state in 
their advertisements that they 
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO / 
DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS 
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and state law prohib-
it advertisements for housing 
and employment that contain 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national or-
igin. IVPC does not knowingly 
accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law.

Join TV30 for Holiday Festivities and Programs  
TV30 will air recent holiday events for those who either missed this season’s holiday parade 
and tree lightings or want to enjoy them again. 

TV30 is broadcasting holiday events and special entertainment at various times throughout 
the holiday season. Check the schedule at tv30.org for days and times. The festive program 
culminates with a Holiday Marathon on Christmas Day.  

“TV30 is pleased to once again share with you the spirit of the Tri-Valley by providing this 
programming to you. Happy Holidays from all of us at TV30,” said Melissa Tench-Stevens, 
Executive Director TV30.  

Christmas Eve plan to tune into TV30 at 5 p.m. to enjoy the “Sleepy Dog at the Fire with 
Sounds of the Holidays” to entertain in the background all night long. This will be followed 
Christmas Day by a Holiday Marathon of the parades, tree lightings and a seasonal musical 
performance of the Cantabella Choir.  

The holiday festivities may be viewed on Comcast TV Channel 30 and AT&T U-verse via 
Channel 99 as well as streaming live and via video demand on the TV30 website. For the 
schedule of air days and times visit tv30.org. 

Deacon Dave’s 39th Annual Holiday Display: 
Join TV30 for the opening ceremonies of the 39th Annual Deacon Dave’s Holiday Display.  

TV30 New Year’s Day Football-A-Thon: 
Join TV30 for a day of local high school football. Games include Amador Valley at Foothill, 
Livermore Granada at Livermore. Livermore resident Glenn Stewart recently captured a shot of these beautiful cumulus 

clouds hovering over a newly planted vineyard off Arroyo Road in Livermore. 
(Photo – Glenn Stewart)
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Tasting Room Open: 
Saturday: 12 - 5pm, 
Sunday: 12 - 5pm, 
or by appointment 

2270 Research Drive, 
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

AMERICAN MADE LOCALLY OWNED

Lic# 839474

925.455.4AIR
925.455.4247 | BradfordAir.com

Air Conditioning | Heating | Dryer Vent Cleaning | Air Duct Cleaning | Commercial HVAC | and More

Ask about our Senior discount!

2,900 home fires, and $35 million
in property damage, are caused by 

clothes dryers each year. Get
your dryer vent professionally 
cleaned today and rest easy.

When’s the last 
time you cleaned 
your dryer vent?

gayninetiespizza.comgayninetiespizza.comgayninetiespizza.com

DELICIOUS PIZZA 

MADE FRESH FOR YOU!

2 8 8  M a i n  S t re e t,  P l e a s a n to n  |  ( 9 2 5 )  8 4 6 -2 5 2 0
H o u rs :  S u n –T h u  1 1 a m –7 p m ,  Fr i  &  S a t  1 1 a m – 8 p m

OPEN FOR TAKE OUT OPEN FOR TAKE OUT 
AND PATIO DINING!AND PATIO DINING!

Nothing should stand in the way of your 
future. That's why financial aid is available to 

most students who need it. Through the 
career programs and transfer opportunities 
available at Las Positas College, the road to 

your perfect career starts here.

YOU CAN AFFORD COLLEGE! 
Apply today: www.laspositascollege.edu

Michael Ramsey has 
completed his field training 
with the Livermore Police 
Department (LPD).  

Before joining the LPD, 
Ramsey was with the Fre-
mont Police Department, 
where he served as a mo-
torcycle officer, field train-

ing officer, and emergency 
vehicle operations course 
instructor, and was part 
of the department’s crowd 
management team.  

R a m s e y  i s  a l s o  a 
state-certified motorcycle 
instructor and races motor-
cycles. 

Michael Ramsey

LPD Officer Completes Training 

The City of Pleasanton 
and Pleasanton Police De-
partment are excited to wel-
come experienced Police 
Officer Thomas Galdos. 

“We are proud to have 
Officer Galdos join us in 
serving our city,” said Chief 
David Swing, “where he 
can experience the level of 
support we are so fortunate 
to enjoy here in Pleasanton.” 

Officer Galdos first be-
came interested in a career 
in law enforcement as a 
young child hearing stories 
about his grandfather, retired 
Police Chief for Tracy Police 
Department. His uncle also 

got into law enforcement, 
which reinforced Galdos’s 
desire to continue the family 
tradition. Officer Galdos pre-
viously worked for Stockton 
Police Department since 
2017. He has an associate’s 
degree in criminal justice 
from San Joaquin Delta 
College. He is a graduate of 
Manteca High School. 

The Pleasanton Police 
Department is actively hir-
ing new officers including 
laterals. For more infor-
mation about employment 
opportunities, please contact 
Pleasanton PD at (925) 931-
5210. 

Pleasanton Police Welcomes Officer 

Thomas Galdos

The Pleasanton Police 
Department (PPD) recently 
issued a press release to 
remind the public of the 
dangers of driving impaired 
and to “celebrate the hol-
iday season responsibly 
by not driving under the 

influence.”  
From Dec. 14 through 

New Year’s Day, PPD will 
have additional officers on 
patrol looking for drivers 
suspected of being under 
the influence of alcohol 
and/or drugs. The extra 

enforcement effort is part of 
a national campaign, Drive 
Sober or Get Pulled Over, 
with the goal of stopping 
suspected impaired drivers 
who put others on the road 
at risk.  

According to the Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), 
11,654 people were killed 
in car crashes nationwide in 
2020 that involved an alco-
hol-impaired driver, or one 
person every 45 minutes.  

“PPD encourages every-
one to stay in for the night 
or have a ‘go safely’ game 
plan by scheduling a ride or 
designating a sober driver 
if you plan to consume 
alcohol,” the PPD release 
continued. “Impaired driv-
ing is not just from alcohol. 
Marijuana, prescription 
medications or over-the-
counter drugs may also 

impair. Do your research 
and understand how certain 
drugs may affect your driv-
ing ability.” 

“The holidays are a spe-
cial time of year for many, 
and we want drivers to 
act responsibly,” said Ser-
geant Steve Ayers. “This 
enforcement period allows 
us to get the message out 
that driving impaired is an 
illegal, senseless behavior 
that takes lives.”  

Funding for this pro-
gram is provided by a grant 
from the California Office 
of Traffic Safety through the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration

PPD Reminds Residents “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”

Last year, the Alameda 
County Board of Supervi-
sors established the Super-
visor Wilma Chan Legacy 
Fund to honor Chan’s life 
after her sudden and un-
timely passing on Novem-
ber 3, 2021.   

Vision Alameda County, 
an Oakland-based nonprof-
it investing in promising 
innovations that improve 
the wellbeing of the coun-
ty’s youth, families, and 
communities, was asked to 
manage the fund and grant-
making. Over the past year, 
the Legacy Fund received 
$150,000 in donations from 
corporations, communi-
ty-based organizations, and 
individuals alike, all want-
ing to put their honor for 
Chan in action.   

Vision Alameda County, 
in consultation with the 
Chan family, selected two 
local programs that embody 
Chan’s lifelong commit-
ment of championing equity 
and access for the most vul-
nerable to receive funding.    

A $90,000 grant will be 
awarded to BANANAS, an 
Oakland-based nonprofit 
that has supported families 
since its establishment in 
1974. The grant will sup-
port the BANANAS CARE 
program by providing hotel 
and transportation vouch-
ers, gift cards and other aid 
to families experiencing 
homelessness.   

“We are honored and 
grateful to be a recipient 
and steward of this gift.  
Supervisor Chan was an 
architect of the CARE Pro-
gram along with Parent 
Voices Oakland to ensure 
unhoused families with 
young children were pro-
vided access to child care 
and needed services.  This 
generous gift will allow us 
to support these families 
with additional resources,” 
said Kym Johnson, CEO of 
BANANAS.    

A $60,000 grant will be 
awarded to the Alameda 
County Public Health De-
partment Nutrition Services 
Program to purchase and 
distribute water bottles to 
promote water consumption 
for students.   

“This grant provides 
an opportunity to uphold 
Supervisor Chan’s legacy 
of uplifting the health and 

wellbeing of students in 
Oakland and San Lorenzo 
Unified School Districts 
by creatively encouraging 
drinking water.  When we 
see the water bottles, we 
will give a ‘cheers’ to her 
for championing healthy 
communities,” said Rachel 
Paras, Interim Director of 
Nutrition Services, Ala-
meda County.  

Board President, Keith 
Carson said, “Wilma was 
a courageous leader who 
dedicated her life to the 
underserved. She has left 
an indelible mark on the 
community, and the Board 
of Supervisors is honored 
to partner with the Chan 
family and Vision Ala-
meda County to support 
initiatives that align with 
Wilma’s career of service 
to others.”   

The grant awards will be 
presented on November 1 
at 11:00 A.M. in the Board 
of Supervisors Chambers 

located at 1221 Oak Street, 
5th floor, in Oakland.   

Supervisor Wilma Chan Legacy Fund Grants  
To Alameda County Nonprofits are Announced

Stanford Blood Center In  
Critical Need of Type O Blood   

As a special thanks for keeping patients a priority, anyone 
who donates at any center or mobile drive from Dec. 11 to 
31 will receive enough points ffor the Donor Loyalty Store to 
redeem a $10 gift card of choice from Chipotle, Jamba Juice, 
Lowe’s, or  

Note that walk-in availability may be limited, so we encourage 
donors to make an appointment at , the SBC mobile app or by 
calling us at 888-723-7831.stanfordbloodcenter.org, the SBC 
mobile app or 888-723-7831.

 Harvesting Hagemann Ranch History  
The Livermore Public Library and the Livermore Heritage 
Guild present the next installment of Then & Now: Livermore 
Stories, a local history lecture series. Jeff Kaskey, Hagemann 
Ranch Curator, will present a program entitled “Harvesting 
Hagemann Ranch History” on Wednesday, Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. in 
the Storytime Room of the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Liver-
more Ave. Mr. Kaskey will share stories about the people who 
lived at the ranch and talk about the buildings on the property. 
No registration is required to attend this free event. 


