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By David Jen

LIVERMORE — A new law allows 
winegrowers to serve wine outside 
of the areas previously permitted 
for tastings, opening new options 
to attract and entertain customers.

With Assembly Bill (AB) 720, 
introduced by State Assembly-
member Chris Rogers, wineries 
can now apply for an estate-tasting 
event permit to host events on estate 
vineyard properties, such as direct-
ly among the grapevines, beyond 
their regulated winery sites. The bill 
passed the legislature with broad 
support around the state from wine 
organizations, including the Liv-

ermore Valley Wine Community.   
Governor Gavin Newsom 

signed the bill into law on Oct. 
10, 2025.

The Alameda County Agricul-
tural Advisory Committee shared 
details of the new law last week 
to raise awareness among area 
winegrowers.

Committee Member Karl Wente 
said that while currently permitted 
winery spaces do not extend across 
vineyards, AB 720 now allows vint-
ners to apply with the California 
Department of Alcoholic Bever-
age Control to host tasting events 
outside of the normally permitted 
space.

The new law arrives at a time 
when Livermore area winegrowers 
face harsh decisions on whether 
to continue operations in their 
low-profit industry.

While the 1993 South Liver-
more Area Valley Plan identified 
roughly 5,000 vineyard-acres as 
the critical mass needed to attract 
the attention and businesses of 
a premier wine-growing region, 
the area has struggled to reach its 
current 2,800-vineyard-acre size.

Over two-thirds of these current 
grapevines are due for removal 
by 2030 due to age, according to 
a 2022 UC Davis study on the 
region. The expense of replanting 

Looking for the perfect spread of joy in your life? Meet Jelly, 
a young pup who’s ready to stick with you through thick 
and thin! This sweet boy is “berry” special: exuberant, toy-
loving, and puppy-esque in all the best ways. Whether he’s 
playing nicely with other dogs, charming kids of all ages, or 
working on his manners like sit and come, Jelly is ripe for the 
picking! Call (925) 426-8656, or email info@valleyhumane.
org to get started with the adoption process. (Photo courtesy 
of Valley Humane)
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To Host Events Inside their Vineyards 

Styrofoam Dilemma Points to Bigger Issue

By Christina Cavallaro     

LIVERMORE- Thousands of 
Livermore students in accordance 
with Senate Bill (SB) 955 walked 
out of their classes on Friday, Jan. 
30 to join legions of others across 
the Bay Area and the country. Each 
called for a “national shutdown” 
in which businesses and schools 
closed for widespread demon-
strations to end U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
funding and demand a stop to the 
agency’s reign of terror. 

Livermore students were joined 
at the rally by some groups of 
adults in a show of support, as 
well as to ensure safety, including 
parents of the students who were 

there and the Livermore Indivisi-
ble’s Safety Team.

The peaceful demonstration 
was entirely organized by students 
from Livermore and Granada high 
schools — primarily by Liver-
more High School senior Greta 
Fick-Furlotte in partnership with 
Indivisible Tri Valley, Livermore 
Indivisible and Livermore Advo-
cates for Public Education.

A massive crowd touched all 
four corners of the intersection at 
First Street and South Livermore 
Avenue in the heart of downtown.

“I was shocked,” Fick-Furlotte 
said. “I was brought to tears. It 
was amazing. I would have never 
expected that big of a turnout. I 
was expecting maybe 100 people.” 

By David Jen

TRI-VALLEY — The Sites Res-
ervoir project, California’s largest 
new reservoir in decades, cleared 
another milestone last month when 
it received approval from the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation certifying 
that the project complies with the 
National Environmental Policy 
Act.

The certification paves the way 
for construction of the 1.5-million-
acre-foot reservoir — roughly 20 
times the capacity of Lake Del 
Valle, to begin later this year.

The project proposes to dam 
and flood an area west of the 
town of Maxwell, about 130 miles 
north of the Tri-Valley, to capture 
high-rainfall events, such as the at-
mospheric rivers that hit California 
in the winter of 2022-23. Project 
partners include the State of Cal-
ifornia, public irrigation districts 

and local water agencies — such 
as the Tri-Valley’s Zone 7 Water 
Agency — ranging from the Bay 
Area to Southern California.

Zone 7 sources up to 90% of its 
water from the State Water Project, 
in which Sites would participate, 
and could take advantage of the 
added storage of Sites to weather 
extended droughts. The agency 
has requested 60,000 acre-feet of 
Sites capacity.

Reclamation’s approval se-
lected a project alternative that 
sets aside 25% of Sites’ capacity 
to the federal agency, which it 
said it would use for the federal 
Central Valley Project in Califor-
nia and for environmental needs. 
The selection requires that local 
project partners reduce their ca-
pacity share, as other alternatives 
limit the amount of water going to 
Reclamation at 7% or less.

In contrast to reservoirs that 

By Kathryn Stroud

LIVERMORE — Nicky Neau is 
looking for something to do with 
her stacks and stacks of white foam 
boards. Expanded polystyrene 
foam, better known by the brand 
name Styrofoam, is light, cheap, 
and everywhere. It is the material 
that cushions new TVs and com-
puters inside shipping containers. 
But like many single-use plastics, 
once it’s no longer useful, it be-
comes a stubborn environmental 
problem.

Neau, like many eco-conscious 
Tri-Valley residents, knows Styro-
foam is bad for the environment 
and wants to do the right thing. But 
when it comes to getting rid of it, 
there are not many good options.

Styrofoam is not accepted in 
household recycling bins, and mis-
takenly placing it there can cause 
serious damage. Because it is light-
weight and brittle, it tends to break 
into small pieces during sorting. 
Those pieces can get mixed in with 
other recyclables, contaminating 
them and sometimes causing entire 

loads to be thrown away. Curb-
side disposal leads straight to the 
landfill, where experts say it will 
take over 500 years to break down. 
Instead of decomposing naturally, 
it slowly breaks into microplastics 
that can spread through soil and 
waterways, posing risks to wildlife 
and human health.

“Why are we even producing 
this in the first place if it’s so 
bad for our environment?” Neau 
wondered.

Recycling Styrofoam is tech-
nically possible, but it is not 

Student ICE Walkout 
In Livermore Draws 
Thousands at Rally

A group from the Tri-Valley Cultural Jews celebrates Tu B’Shvat, 
also known as the Jewish “New Year of the Trees,” among the olive 
groves at Rancho Milagro in Livermore. To read full story see page 12. 
(Photo — Jacob Clouser)

A youth-led Livermore schools walkout on Friday, Jan. 30, in accordance with Senate Bill (SB) 955, 
was part of a “national shutdown” opposing the recent actions of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). Two thousand protestors filled the streets of downtown Livermore in one of the 
largest demonstrations since the current federal administration took office in January 2025. (Photo — 
Virginia Hoato)

Livermore resident and inveterate recycler, Nicky Neau, wonders what 
to do with an accumulation of Styrofoam when options for proper 
disposal are limited. (Photo — Kathryn Stroud)

(See AI USAGE, page 6)

By David Jen

LIVERMORE — New software 
programs driven by artificial intel-
ligence (AI) are forcing teachers 
to reevaluate technology use in the 
classroom. They must balance the 
dangers of AI with new expectations 
that students enter the workforce 
with some AI familiarity.

The faculty at Las Positas College 
has raised flags that the new technol-
ogy, if misused, can inhibit learning 
or flat-out help students cheat.

“AI can now readily write sophis-
ticated papers, solve increasingly 
complex math problems, create 
visually appealing presentations, 
perform complicated data analy-
sis — and many other typically 
time-consuming tasks students often 

do as they develop and demonstrate 
their learning,” said Kat King, Las 
Positas instructional technology 
coordinator. “AI is so new that there 
isn’t a large body of research that 
clearly demonstrates the long-term 
impact of AI use — and initial re-
search suggests it might not be great 
for brain development.”

AI refers to programs that can 
generate outputs based on patterns 
teased out of large datasets, as 
opposed to programs that follow 
explicit instructions. AI drives fea-
tures ranging from spellcheck to 
GPS navigation to conventional web 
searches.

In recent years, large language 
models (LLMs) have spawned 
programs that take instructions and 
return results through conversation-

al language. When coupled with 
AI agents — systems capable of 
independent, complex reasoning to 
achieve high-level goals — chatbots 
such as ChatGPT, Claude and Gem-
ini have made AI more accessible 
to a new swath of users, including 
students. The programs can per-
form complex tasks, such as sifting 
through data, generating images or 
writing essays.

California Community Col-
leges, the system of 116 community 
colleges across the state, hosted a 
webinar on Jan. 30 addressing the 
challenge of agentic-AI use in the 
classroom. Webinar speakers high-
lighted the difficulty of managing its 
use, called for clearer policies, and 
suggested that assignments focus 
less on completion and more on stu-

(See PROTEST, page 7)

Permits Allow Wineries to Entertain Customers Among their Grapevines

Youth Exercise Legal Rights, Civic and Political 

Faculty Share the Balancing of Current Concerns with Future Preparedness

Sites Reservoir Receives 
Environmental Approval

(See WASTE, page 8)

(See RESERVOIR, page 7)

Opponents Point to Cost, Damage to Ecosystem

Livermore Resident Wants to Do Right by Environment, but Options are Limited
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1384 Buckhorn Creek Rd  $1,748,000
4 Bed 2.5 Bath 2485 sq ft, 5003 lot

Newer South Livermore premier home, 
move in ready with solar and so much more!

Open This Weekend!

New on the market!
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WANDA THOMPSON
(925)858-9128
411 South L Street, Ste. E, Livermore, CA 94550
Real Estate Broker dre#00983781 • Mortgage Broker nmls #244633
“From Homes to Loans – Your Full Service Real Estate Team”

Creek H ill Farm
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PLEASE HELP BRING MIGUEL HOME

Livermore Wente Winery worker, married father of three and grandfather  

Miguel Lopez 
remains in Mexico after having been illegally deported in early June.
To donate to a GoFundMe account supporting the Lopez family, visit 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/bring-miguel-back-to-his-loved-ones 

Miguel Lopez left in the photo, next to his son, Julian Lopez, and his wife, Rosa Lopez.

Balcony Solar, More Options for Those with Less Space
By David Jen

TRI-VALLEY — A more 
accessible form of solar 
power stands to lower the 
electric bills of residents 
even if they cannot install 
rooftop solar. Newly pro-
posed legislation looks to 
clarify a legal gray area and 
resolve safety issues around 
their use, which currently 
hinder more widespread 

adoption in California.
Plug-in solar, also known 

as balcony solar, refers to 
portable-solar systems that 
can feed power into a home 
directly through a standard 
wall power outlet. Any pow-
er generated by the panels 
flows backward into the 
outlet and offsets the power 
consumed by the rest of the 
home, decreasing the costs 
paid to a utility.

Compared to larger roof-
top-solar systems, which 
typically involve permanent 
installations that need build-
ing and electrical permits, 
plug-in solar offers a low-
er-cost, lower-commitment 
route to home solar. 

While current regulations 
require an interconnection per-
mit before using plug-in solar, 
new legislation could pave an 
easier path for its adoption. 

State Senator Scott Wiener, 
who represents San Francisco 
and other parts of the penin-
sula, last month introduced 
Senate Bill (SB) 868, a pro-
posal to exempt portable solar 
panels from interconnection 
requirements and explicitly 
free customers from obtaining 
utility-company permission to 
use plug-in solar.

The bill, if passed, would 
reclassify plug-in solar de-
vices to treat them as ap-
pliances rather than power 
plants. It would also prohibit 
utilities from charging fees 
for plug-in solar, while ab-
solving utility companies 
from liability for any damage 
caused by such systems.

“Californians should have 
every tool available to lower 
energy costs, especially giv-
en the disastrous rate hikes 
in recent years,” Wiener said 
in a statement. “Renters and 
residents of apartment build-
ings in particular deserve 
options to lower costs and 
access clean energy the same 
way homeowners can access 
rooftop solar. These technol-
ogies are a win-win-win, and 

enabling access to them is 
simply good government.”

Ava Community Energy, 
which supplies electricity to 
the Tri-Valley, is reviewing 
the bill and will propose 
legislative positions to its 
board in April, said Annie 
Henderson, Ava chief cus-
tomer officer.

Solar proponents, such 
as the nonprofit Solar Rights 
Alliance, have begun to 
drum up support for the bill 
to remove “red tape” for 
renters in particular, who 
have limited options toward 
energy independence.

“One panel can power a 
refrigerator, a home com-
puter, and a few lights,” 
according to the Solar Rights 
Alliance website. “Combine 
a few panels together, and 
you’d have enough power 
to run a window-unit air 
conditioner on a sunny day. 
Balcony solar can safely, 
cheaply, and easily reduce a 
consumer’s electricity bill. 
Renters and homeowners 
alike can hang these off 
balconies, lean them against 
mobile homes, or put them 

in a yard or patio.”
SB 868 would also es-

tablish a statewide safety 
standard for plug-in-solar 
devices, addressing some of 
the potential dangers with the 
new technology.

If a portable system, for 
example, continues to feed 
power back into the grid 
during a power outage, utility 
workers risk electrocution 
while repairing power lines. 
And by feeding power back 
through an outlet, a plug-in 
system bypasses a home’s 
breaker switches, allowing 
other outlets on that circuit 
to potentially draw more 
current than their rated limit, 
risking electrical fires.

SB 868 would limit its 
exemptions to devices at 
1,200 watts or lower, require 
certification from the Un-
derwriters Laboratories or 
equivalent testing lab, and 
require a feature to prevent 
backfeeding during a power 
outage.

The bill’s waiting period 
expires on Feb. 5, the earliest 
date on which the Senate can 
act on it.

DUSD Place Limits on High School AP and Honors Courses
By Sanestina Hunter

DUBLIN —The Dublin 
Unified School District 
Board of Trustees unani-
mously approved a reso-
lution in January placing 
limits on Advanced Place-
ment and academic honors 
courses at the high school 
level, citing concerns about 
student stress, sleep depriva-
tion and academic overload.

Starting in the 2026–27 
school year, students will be 
limited to four AP or honors 
courses per year, with a 
cumulative four-year cap of 
11 courses taking effect with 
the graduating class of 2029.

“There is no single sil-
ver-bullet study that proves 
course caps alone fix student 
mental health,” Superinten-
dent Chris Funk wrote in a 
district newsletter on Jan. 
16. “But there is strong, 
converging evidence that 
academic overload, sleep 
deprivation, chronic stress 
and competitive achieve-
ment culture materially 
increase risk for anxiety, 
depression, burnout and 

suicidal ideation.”
The limits apply only 

during the school year, do 
not include summer classes 
and are not retroactive, ac-
cording to Funk.

Under the policy, the 
limits apply only to AP and 
academic honors courses 
taken at the high school. 
They do not apply to dual 
or concurrent enrollment 
college courses, honors ca-
reer technical education, or 
honors visual, performing or 
applied arts.

The resolution also in-
cludes a limited, documented 
exception process, allowing 
students to request approval 
when the course limits would 
otherwise disrupt an estab-
lished academic pathway.

In his newsletter, Funk 
explained that the resolution 
is not intended to address 
every pressure students face, 
nor does it claim academic 
pressure is the sole cause 
of student mental health 
challenges.

Instead, he said, the pol-
icy is a targeted step aimed 
at resetting expectations 

around excessive course 
loading while preserving 
rigorous and meaningful 
learning pathways.

District leaders have said 
the policy will not disadvan-
tage students in the college 
admissions process, noting 
that colleges evaluate ap-
plicants within the context 
of their high school course 
offerings and academic ex-
pectations.

“Admissions officers are 
trained to read transcripts 
alongside a school profile,” 
Funk said. “A student who 
completes the most rigor-
ous coursework available 
at their school is viewed as 
having fully engaged with 
academic opportunity.”

During public comment 
at the Jan. 13 board meeting, 
however, many students 
voiced opposition to the res-
olution, arguing that it could 
limit access to classes they 
value and increase anxiety 
rather than reduce it

Several students said 
the cap could force them 
to abandon long-term aca-
demic pathways or language 

programs they have pursued 
for years.

Others raised concerns 
about how exceptions would 
be applied, warning that 
unclear criteria could lead 
to inconsistent enforcement 
and inequities across cam-
puses.

One student said more 
than 300 students had signed 
a petition opposing the lim-
its, describing the policy as 
punitive to high-achieving 
students.

Students also expressed 
concern that the cap could 
push them toward dual en-
rollment or outside course-
work to remain competitive 
for college admissions, po-
tentially shifting — rather 
than relieving — academic 
pressure.

Funk acknowledged 
during the meeting that the 
district has a responsibility 
to address what he described 
as a “race-to-the-top” mind-
set among students compet-
ing for selective colleges.

“When you have students 
taking six or seven AP or 
Honors classes in a year, 

or 15 to 18 over their high 
school careers, we have a 
responsibility to support stu-
dents in the choices they’re 
making,” Funk said.

Despite student oppo-
sition, Funk said the reso-
lution is part of a broader, 
districtwide approach to stu-
dent well-being that has ex-
panded since the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Those efforts include 
expanded counseling and 
wellness resources, family 
advisory partnerships and a 
planned community speaker 

series on mental health and 
college admissions, accord-
ing to Funk’s newsletter.

Assistance League of Amador Valley 
Offering Four College Scholarships
TRI-VALLEY  — The As-
sistance League of Ama-
dor Valley is offering four 
scholarships this year to 
high school seniors from 
Livermore, Pleasanton or 
Dublin, and one to a Las 
Positas College graduate 
who is transferring to a four-
year college or university.

The nonprofit said it will 
award two $5,000 Assis-
tance League of Amador 
Valley scholarships to grad-
uating seniors who will be 

attending a four-year col-
lege or university next fall 
and two $2,000 Tri-Valley 
Community Scholarships to 
graduating seniors who en-
roll in a community college 
or vocational program. 

The Las Positas College 
Transfer scholarship will be 
$5,000.

The deadline to apply is 
Monday, March 16.

The nonprofit is a chapter 
of the National Assistance 
League that offers programs 

for children and seniors, 
including its signature Op-
eration School Bell program 
that provides books and 
clothing for more than 500 
children every year. The 
chapter’s Food for Families 
program also delivers gro-
ceries twice a week to more 
than 4,000 low-income res-
idents each month.

To apply for an Assis-
tance League scholarship, or 
for more information, go to 
tinyurl.com/2s44n79x.

LVA Brings Roster of Nearly Sold-Out Shows

Apply Now for Summer Teen Academy at Library

LIVERMORE  — Liver-
more Valley Arts (LVA) 
u p c o m i n g  B a n k h e a d 
Presents performances at 
the Bankhead Theater in 
downtown Livermore, in-
cluding the Ten Tenors and 
the annual International 
Guitar Night, are almost 
sold out.

LVA operates the Bank-
head Theater and the Both-
well Arts Center and spon-
sors the Bankhead Presents 

series of performances. 
The Ten Tenors, com-

ing to the Bankhead on 
Thursday, Feb. 5, is an 
Australian ensemble cur-
rently on its 30th anniver-
sary world tour and known 
for its blend of classical, 
contemporary and operatic 
music.

With an ever-changing 
roster, the group has per-
formed more than 2,000 
concerts and released 15 

albums since 1995. 
Tickets to the 7:30 p.m. 

performance start at $70. 
International  Guitar 

Night is now on its 26th 
annual North American 
Tour and will play the 
Bankhead Theater for the 
15th consecutive year on 
Friday, Feb. 20.

This  year ’s  per for-
mance features Brazilian 
flamenco sensation Lucas 
Imbiriba, Russian finger-

style innovator Alexander 
Misko, classical guitarist 
Thu Le from Viet Nam and 
ukulele maestro Taimane 
from Hawaii.  

Tickets to the 8 p.m. 
performance start at $40.

Tickets to all Bank-
head Presents shows are 
available online at liver-
morearts.org, by calling 
925-373-6800, or at the 
Bankhead Theater box 
office, 2400 First St.

LIVERMORE — The Liv-
ermore Public Library is 
accepting applications for 
a three-week program this 
summer for teens to learn 
about personal finance, job-
search skills and how city 
government operates.

In addition to a series 
of workshops at the Civic 
Center Library, the annual 
Livermore Teen Academy 
will include a brief internship 
with a city department. 

The program will run 
from 9 a.m. to noon, Mon-
day, June 8, through Friday, 
June 26.

The program is open to 
Livermore residents, 16 and 
older, who will be attending 
high school next fall.

The deadline to apply is 
Saturday, Feb. 28. Partic-
ipants will be chosen for 
the program based on an 
interview process.

The workshops will be 

held at the library, 1188 S. 
Livermore Ave., while par-
ticipants will report to their 
intern sites on assigned days. 

Internships, totaling 
24 hours, will be assigned 
based on the skills and inter-
ests of the participants, who 
will also be paid minimum 
wage.

To apply, go to library.
livermoreca.gov and click 
on “Teens.” For more in-
formation, contact Nathan 

Brumley at 925-373-5572 
or njbrumley@livermore-
ca.gov.

Three fierce competitors were all smiles at the 17th annual Livermore-Granada 
Boosters Race to the Flagpole fundraiser held on Saturday, Jan. 31. (Photo — Leah 
Silveira)
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925-577-6864

REDEFINING RETIREMENT 
TO FIT YOU.

900 E Stanley Blvd | Livermore, CA 94550
925-373-3636 | HeritageEstatesSeniorLiving.com

LIC#015601095

800 E Stanley Blvd | Livermore, CA 94550
925-371-2300 | HeritageEstatesSeniorApar tments.com
LIC#015601095

SENIOR LIVING SHOULD BE WORRY-FREE LIVING!

Heritage Estates Senior Living Campus has something for every lifestyle!

Active Senior Apartments  let you enjoy independence while cultiv ating meaningful 
relationships with other r esidents.

Independent Living Apartments with amenities provide 2 meals per day, fun activities and 
excursions, 24-hour front desk, and transportation services.

Caring Assisted Living with life-enhancing care services, 3 meals per day, activities, and 
excursions. Welcome home to Heritage Estates!

Call today to learn more about our current specials with Active Senior apartments starting at 
$2,950 and Independent Living starting at $7,350!

Too busy to stop by? 

Scan the code
 to donate directly! 

Need a little extra motivation to keep up with those 
New Year's Health Goals?  

Keep moving with us all month long for Leisure Care's 
Fitness Frenzy! Where we raise money to keep our 

community healthy! Partnering with the One Eighty 
Foundation and Shephard's Gate, every dollar gets 

invested in making lives better.

Be sure to save the dates: Cookie Sales on Saturday, 
February 14th and our Dessert Auction & Spaghetti Feed 

on Friday, February 27th

Plus, keep an eye out for Smoothies at our Bistro, Campus 
BINGO, and Gift Ra�e Baskets all month long!

Law Offices of Jennifer E. Ramirez, A.P.C.
(925) 724-9190 | lawofficejer.com

Peace of Mind
through Planning
Estate Planning can be an 
uncomfortable topic for 
many therefore it is often 
ignored until something 
bad happens. And that 
‘something’ usually is an  

unexpected illness or death that then makes a difficult 
situation more complicated and expensive.  Proper estate 
planning helps avoid this situation because it allows you 
to direct the management and distribution of your 
hard-earned assets upon your incapacity or passing 
without court intervention. My office strives to provide 
compassionate and knowledgeable legal advice to help 
our clients navigate these difficult decisions and obtain 
peace of mind through planning. Services provided in 
English and Español.  

Tuesday, February 10th, 2026  5:30 – 7:00 PM 

Robert Livermore Community Center

What’s happening in 

South Livermore’s Vineyards? 

What’s happening in 

South Livermore’s Vineyards? 

Community ForumCommunity Forum

Join us for a community forum that brings

together local experts to shed light on the

real challenges facing South Livermore’s

vineyards, and what’s being done to

protect them and support our community. 

Visit TriValleyConservancy.org to RSVP Now

Oakland Man Arrested on Child Endangerment Charges

New Mail Rules at Santa Rita Jail to Reduce Contraband

By Sanestina Hunter

DUBLIN — A 41-year-
old man was arrested by 
California Highway Patrol 
(CHP) Dublin officers on 
charges of felony child 
endangerment and weap-
ons violations following a 
shooting on Interstate 580 
in Livermore, authorities 
said.

The arrest followed a 
shooting Saturday, Jan. 
24, on eastbound Interstate 
580 west of Fallon Road. 
CHP Dublin officers were 
dispatched to the scene at 
approximately 5:35 p.m.

The suspect was iden-

tified as Antoine Mau-
rice Nolan of Oakland. He 
was detained and held for 
questioning by detectives 
before being booked into 
Santa Rita Jail, according 
to a press statement from 
CHP Dublin officer Tyler 
Hahn.

Authorities did not re-
lease information on the 
age of the child or whether 
the child was related to 
Nolan.

Dublin officers deter-
mined the shooting in-
volved passengers within 
the vehicle and did not 
involve any other vehicles.

The victim was trans-

ported to  a  local  hos-
pital for treatment of a 
non-life-threatening gun-
shot wound to the lower 
body.

Following the shooting, 
officials said the suspect 
threw the firearm from the 
vehicle.

During the investiga-
tion, all lanes of eastbound 
Interstate 580 were tem-
porarily closed to allow 
officers to recover the dis-
carded firearm and check 
for any additional evidence 
related to the incident.

Detectives assigned to 
the CHP Golden Gate Di-
vision Major Crime Unit 

are continuing the inves-
tigation, authorities said.

The Independent reached 
out to CHP Dublin for addi-
tional details regarding the 
suspect but did not receive 
a response in time for pub-
lication.

CHP Capt .  Gerardo 
Serrato praised officers 
for their response to the 
incident.

“I am incredibly proud 
of the quick and detailed 
response of our California 
Highway Patrol officers 
and detectives,” Serrato 
said in a press statement. “I 
want to remind the public 
that your safety and the 

safety of others on the road 
are our top priority.”

By Sanestina Hunter

DUBLIN — Santa Rita Jail is 
rolling out a new mail deliv-
ery process for incarcerated 
individuals as part of an effort 
to curb contraband and illicit 
drugs entering the facility, 
the Alameda County Sheriff's 
Office said.

Effective Feb. 23, all 
non-privileged mail — such 
as letters and cards that are 
not legal or official in nature 

— sent to incarcerated indi-
viduals at Santa Rita Jail must 
be routed through Pigeonly 
Corrections, a third-party 
company that screens and 
processes mail for correction-
al facilities.

The change does not apply 
to legal or privileged mail 
from courts, attorneys or gov-
ernment agencies, which will 
continue to be delivered di-
rectly to the jail, officials said.

“We have had several 

fentanyl exposure incidents 
linked to mailed substances 
and have saved multiple 
lives,” the Sheriff’s Office 
said in a press statement. 
“This new process is de-
signed to improve safety 
while still ensuring that in-
carcerated individuals can 
stay connected with their 
loved ones through timely 
correspondence.”

Under the new procedure, 
all non-privileged mail will 

be sent to Pigeonly Correc-
tions mail processing center, 
where it will be opened and 
inspected before being for-
warded to the jail.

All non-privileged mail 
must include the incarcerated 
individual’s name and person-
al file number, officials said. 
Original documents will not 
be returned to the sender and 
will instead be temporarily 
stored before being securely 
destroyed.

Publications, including 
books, magazines and news-
papers mailed directly from 
a publisher or distributor to a 
named incarcerated individual, 
are considered privileged and 
will continue to be delivered 
directly to Santa Rita Jail, ac-
cording to the Sheriff’s Office.

Attorneys and other privi-
leged mail senders will be re-
quired to authenticate through 
Pigeonly Corrections.

The Sheriff’s Office also 

noted that any non-privileged 
mail received at the jail after 
March 25, marking 30 days 
after the new system takes 
effect, will be returned to the 
sender.

Valley Humane Is Set to 
Host Annual Fundraiser 
PLEASANTON — The 
Valley Humane Society 
(VHS) will hold its 12th 
annual Tails at Twilight 
fundraiser at the Casa Real 
event center at Ruby Hill 
Winery, 410 Vineyard Ave., 
from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 21.

The gala includes a 
champagne  recep t ion , 
seated dinner,  dancing 
and both live and silent 
auctions, with proceeds 
going to  support  VHS 
cat and dog adoptions, 
AniMeals pet food pantry, 
Canine Comfort pet-as-
sisted therapy and the Phil 

Scholz Veterinary Surgery 
Center. 

Dinner will include a 
choice of vegan Thai co-
conut curry, barramundi 
or wine-braised short ribs. 
Auction items will include 
a six-night trip for two to 
Ireland, dinner for 10 at 
the 3 Steves Winery in 
Livermore and Ambassa-
dog packages for Pleasan-
ton and Livermore.

The  theme for  th i s 
year’s gala is Back to the 
80s. 

Tickets are $200 and 
available online at valley-
humane.org.

Puppies kisses and bubbly champagne greet guests 
upon arrival each year at Valley Humane Society’s 
Tails at Twilight gala. (Photo courtesy of Calli Angeline 
Photography)
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Black History Month @ the 
Library
Patricia Munro, Livermore

February begins Black His-
tory Month. Here are the many 
ways to learn about Black histo-
ry in America at the Livermore 
Library:

• All month, you can browse 
the Art of the African Diaspo-
ra at the Civic Center Library, 
a project of the Richmond Art 
Center, which supports artists 
of African descent in the Bay 
Area. Then, on Feb. 28, at 11 
a.m., meet the featured artists at 
a reception.

• Check out the Black Histo-
ry Month Trivia Bulletin Board, 
test your knowledge, and learn 
more! Then, on Thursday, Feb. 
19 at 6 p.m. at the Civic Center 
Library, take your knowledge to 
the Tri-Valley for Black Lives 
Trivia Night. Enjoy a night of 
Trivia and (maybe) win a prize 
or two. 

• All month, stop by the 
Springtown Library with a child 

for a take and make craft project 
inspired by the book “Some-
thing, Someday” by Amanda 
Gorman and Christian Robin-
son. 

• On Saturday, Feb. 7 at 2 
p.m., at the Civic Center Li-
brary join Dr. Akilah Cadet as 
she discusses her book “White 
Supremacy is All Around: Notes 
from a Black Disabled Woman 
in a White World”, her story of 
living at the intersection of many 
identities. ASL interpretation 
will be provided.

• On Thursday, Feb. 12 at 5 
p.m., bring a picnic supper to a 
family friendly game night at the 
Longevity Wines Tasting Room. 

• On Friday, Feb. 20, 3:30 
p.m. at the Rincon Branch Li-
brary, Baba Shibambo will take 
the audience on “a journey back 
into the heart of ancient Africa 
through music and story.” The 
program includes an authentic 
Zulu folktale set to music, the 
chance to learn traditional Afri-
can dance moves, and hear the 

background of the dances.
• On Sunday, Feb. 22, at 2 

p.m. at the Civic Center Library, 
join Ashley Jemison and Com-
pany Concert for a special mu-
sical performance.

• Finally, on Saturday, Feb. 
28, 2026, at 10:15 am. at the 
Civic Center Library, join 
Grammy-nominated storyteller 
Diane Ferlatte tells stories ac-
companied by her musical side-
kick Erik Pearson on banjo and 
guitar. 

Thank You Senator 
McNerney for Calling on 
State Parks 
Jennifer Byous, Livermore 

I want to thank Senator Mc-
Nerney for calling on State 
Parks to provide a real Natural 
Reserve plan for Tesla. Unfortu-
nately, State Parks did not show 
the leadership expected to truly 
preserve Tesla’s extraordinary 
natural and cultural resources in 
the inappropriate and inadequate 
concept plans they issued last 
year. Senator McNerney did.

State Parks needs to use the 
indisputable scientific evidence, 
most of it from their own data 
which they ignore, and over-
whelming public input support-
ing a Reserve. State Parks needs 
to follow the direction of Tribal 
representatives working to pre-
serve what little remains of their 
ancestral homelands without in-
tense development and intrusive 
damaging uses.

As Senator McNerney’s con-
stituent in the newly aligned 
5th Senate District, I appreciate 
that he took this important step 
to work with the community, 
and press State Parks to truly 
protect the extraordinary Tesla 
wildlands.

I Appreciate the ICE Officers 
John Lahommedieu, Dublin

In retort to the Jan. 29th letter 
from Keith Jackson regarding 
ICE, it is sad when one side of 
the story is told that is full of 
errors, lies and misconceptions. 
ICE officers have been around 
for quite some time, but only 
now are in cities where local 
police do not assist them in their 
efforts to apprehend illegal crim-
inals that ICE officers have to; a 
dangerous job with more dan-
ger. The peaceful protestors Mr. 
Jackson alludes to are anything 
but peaceful. Is Mr. Jackson re-
ally saying to do nothing to ar-
rest and rid the criminal illegals 
in this country? Because if ICE 
does not, who will? Mr. Jackson, 
perhaps? I do not know if Mr. 
Jackson ever served in the armed 
forces and or law enforcement; 
if he had, he would know the 
inherent danger and the need for 
cooperation between city, state 
and federal officers, but when 

left-wing anti-American mayors 
and governors spew hate and 
rhetoric, it has an effect that is 
never good. I appreciate the ICE 
officers and the federal govern-
ment doing what they can under 
President Trump to get rid of 
these illegals. It was Joe Biden 
and his administration that creat-
ed this nightmare. Let’s not for-
get that. Mr. Jackson offers no 
solutions, no suggestion on how 
ICE and local state and city offi-
cers can work together to ensure 
safety for American citizens. I 
do not see or hear Mr. Jackson 
talking about the many Amer-
ican citizens hurt and killed by 
Illegal aliens. Do you even care 
about those people, our fellow 
Americans whose families have 
been devastated by the criminal-
ity of these illegal aliens. Maybe 
Mr. Jackson has been fortunate; 
he and no one in his family has 
had to deal with such criminal il-
legal aliens, but if he did, chanc-
es are he would be screaming for 
justice and for more federal ICE 
officers to be on the street doing 
the job needed. Mr. Jackson, in 
the end, President Trump is do-
ing what the majority of Amer-
icans want him to do, and no 
matter how you spin it, you are 
so wrong on your points of view 
and slamming of ICE. Easy to 
armchair QB when one does not 
have to put their own arse on the 
line!

Now Is the Time for Arms 
Control Agreements 
Tanvi Kardile, Pleasanton

The 2010 New Strategic 
Arms Control Treaty (New 
START), the last remaining 
arms control treaty between the 
U.S. and Russia, the world’s two 
largest nuclear arsenals, is set to 
expire Feb. 5, 2026, with little 
likelihood that any of its provi-
sions will remain in force.

New START’s expiration 
marks the removal of quantita-
tive caps on U.S. and Russian 
long-range nuclear forces for 
the first time in 35 years. With-
out the treaty, both countries can 
(and will) rapidly expand their 
arsenals, risking a new nuclear 
arms race with new technology, 
such as AI, between the largest 
arsenals, higher risk of nuclear 
conflict, and an enormous new 
wave of unnecessary spending 
on weapons.

The U.S. and Russia could 
agree to extend the treaty, but 
there has yet to be a formal 
agreement.

Now is the time for arms 
control agreements, especially 
with the National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration (NNSA) 
rapidly modernizing our nucle-
ar stockpile. For example, right 
here at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Lab (LLNL), one of 

two locations in the U.S. that de-
signs nuclear warheads, NNSA 
announced its proposal for “En-
hanced Plutonium Facility Utili-
zation”.

This proposal would signifi-
cantly increase the allowable 
quantities of nuclear weap-
ons-grade plutonium stored at 
LLNL and trucked in and out of 
LLNL, using roads such as the 
nearby I-580. With nuclear mod-
ernization driving this major in-
crease in operations at LLNL, 
arms control treaties like New 
START are extremely crucial, 
putting limits on modernization.

With New START likely ex-
piring, it is imperative that we 
speak up and press for arms con-
trol and future negotiations to re-
duce the nuclear dangers facing 
America and the world.

Of Mice and Justifying ICE 
Minneapolis Murder
Greg Scott, Livermore

“You gotta put one foot in 
front of the other / And lead 
with love / Don’t give up hope 
/ You’re not alone / Don’t you 
give up / Keep movin’ on / Lift 
up your eyes / Don’t you despair 
/ Look up ahead / The path is 
there / I know you’re scared / 
And I’m scared too / But here I 
am / Right next to you” (Mela-
nie DeMore, “Lead with Love”)

I’m not right next to those 
who dehumanize other human 
beings, which is exactly what 
President Trump and his syco-
phants are doing with their Ge-
stapo army of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE). 
Are we to be tractable to cruel, 
criminal fascism like obedient 
1930s Germans?

“Renee Good, the Minnesota 
woman shot by ICE, didn’t live 
to learn what all of us should 
know, that when you aim your 
vehicle at full speed towards a 
human target you may not make 
it home alive and well!” (Daniel-
la Karo, “Suicide by ICE,” Mail-
box, 1/22/2026)

Ms. Karo’s statement above 
is morally bankrupt, hateful, 
and false garbage. “[D]idn’t live 
to learn what all of us should 
know:” This ad populum, fal-
lacious ‘lesson’ is cowardice to 
the brutality of the dictatorial, 
criminal President Trump, his 
entourage, servile Republicans, 
and ineffective Democrats.

In the words attributed to 
another “domestic terrorist” - 
Benjamin Franklin: “Those who 
would give up essential Liberty, 
to purchase a little temporary 
Safety, deserve neither Liberty 
nor Safety.”

“Suicide”? A mother com-
mitting suicide after dropping 
off her 6-year-old at school, her 
dog in the back seat, and her last 
words to her murderer being, 

“That’s fine, dude, I’m not mad 
at you”? The ICE agent aggres-
sively walked in front of Ms. 
Good’s car, against policy and 
procedure, after switching hands 
with his phone so he could have 
access to his gun, as per the 
video from his own phone. By 
video evidence of the shooting, 
the ICE agent’s feet were not in 
front of the car. Contending that 
Good’s car was at “full speed” 
is malicious propaganda. Shoot-
ing a half-ounce bullet to stop a 
moving car is also against policy 
and procedure.

To decipher scenarios, Grand-
father, a storied indigenous 
Apache, would say, “Go ask the 
mice.” To Grandfather, the mice 
and their tracks were every-
where. No mice tracks present 
were telling tracks themselves.

Missing metaphoric tracks, 
via the lack of an investigation 
into Good’s murder, are an in-
justice by the U.S. Department 
of Justice Civil Rights Division.

The Parable of the Denied 
Go-Kart
Paul Stone, Dublin

When I was in my early teens, 
I craved a go-kart more than life 
itself. Not the mousy little four-
stroke thing, but a two-stroke 
one that goes a hundred miles 
an hour.

I asked my mother (who 
raised me) to let me get one, but 
she refused. I pleaded with her 
for weeks and was confident 
she would ultimately cave. She 
never did.

To this day, I credit her ad-
amant “NO”, in part, to what-
ever measure of self-discipline 
I enjoy today. I wonder how 
many of the peaceful protesters 
in Minneapolis ever had parents 
who told them “NO”, that you 
don’t get your own way all the 
time, that temper tantrums are 
most unbecoming.

Trump won the presidency 
fairly and squarely and he’s 
implementing the policies he 
campaigned on. The peaceful 
protesters had Obama and Biden 
for twelve years and now it’s the 
other team’s turn. (Both former 
presidents also deported mil-
lions.)

I never got the go-kart, but I 
got a life lesson that’s lasted me 
decades. Thanks, Mom, for just 
saying, “NO!”

The Doomsday Clock
Nuha Maflahi, Livermore

The alarm is once again 
sounding, and it’s louder than 
ever. Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists’ Doomsday Clock has 
reached 85 seconds to midnight, 
the closest to midnight it’s ever 
been. For those who may not 
know, Bulletin of the Atomic 
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EDITORIAL
The Tide Is Turning Against ICE and Trump

Last Friday, approximately 2,000 
high school students took to the streets 
in downtown Livermore, one of the 
larger demonstrations Livermore has 
seen since President Trump came back 
into power. The protest was notable 
because it consisted mostly of students, 
who in accordance with their civic 
rights expressed in Senate Bill (SB) 
955 walked out of school to attend.

The demonstration coincided with 
a nationwide general strike in which 
businesses and schools closed for 
widespread demonstrations against 
ICE, especially its actions in Minne-
apolis, which have led to two civilians 
being killed on camera. 

Despite the administration’s reas-
signment of Border Patrol field leader 
Gregory Bovino after the second 
killing on Jan. 24 of Veterans Admin-
istration ICU nurse Alex Pretti, there 
are no signs the administration plans 
to tone down its violent attacks on 
the community. ICE agents contin-
ue to harass demonstrators, people 
legally recording their behavior and 
movements, and even people who just 

happen to be driving by. 
But Trump doesn’t negotiate. He 

just orders and expects people to obey. 
And the American people are done 
obeying. 

You can’t dismiss the rise of opposi-
tion among younger generations. Their 
demonstrations above all others signal 
an urgency that cannot be ignored, and 
all our communities are beginning 
to rise up against a lawless regime.  
Young people almost by definition 
haven’t grown cynical and defeatist. 
They provide fresh energy to keep the 
public mobilized.

At a time when the national Repub-
lican Party has been cowed into sub-
mission and the national Democratic 
party seems to think they can negotiate 
for some mild reforms with a notori-
ously bad-faith actor, our communities 
are rising and saying, “Enough!” 

People are calling for the outright 
defunding and abolishment of ICE, not 
“reforms” that the administration will 
just ignore. We want our state govern-
ment to take the side of the people of 
California, and to protect them from a 

rampant federal government. People 
want their U.S. senators and represen-
tatives to bring Trump’s administration 
to a screeching halt, not to try and score 
minor political wins by appealing to 
his better nature — he simply doesn’t 
have one.

The mobilization against Trump 
and ICE is having an effect. One need 
only look to Tarrant County, Texas, 
this week for more evidence. In a 
special election for the state Senate, 
a Democrat beat a Republican 57-43 
in a district Trump won in 2024 by 
17 points. The Republican candidate, 
a conservative activist, outspent the 
Democrat by 10 to 1, according to the 
Texas Tribune, and the district hasn’t 
elected a Democrat since 1988.

But we can’t relax. The tide may 
be turning, but we’re still underwater, 
and the administration is continuing to 
knock more holes in the bottom of the 
ship of state.

It has only been a little over one year 
since Trump took office, and already 
he’s run roughshod over decades of 
established political norms, broken 

countless laws and violated Ameri-
cans’ Constitutionally protected rights.

His first action as president was to 
pardon more than 1,000 people who 
violently attacked Congress on Jan. 
6, 2021. Some of those have been 
re-arrested.

He’s turned ICE from an already 
problematic law enforcement agency 
into a private secret police force with 
masked agents — something no law 
enforcement agency in the United 
States has ever done. 

He’s also enriched himself to the 
tune of $4 billion, fomented a coup in 
Venezuela and effectively seized the 
country’s oil industry, with all income 
now going to a bank account in Qatar 
that Trump controls personally. 

So we should applaud our young 
people for exercising their First 
Amendment rights — at a time when 
people are dying to protect those 
rights  — and hold up their bravery as 
an example for ourselves. Confronted 
with an administration that keeps 
trying to divide us, staying united and 
strong is the best antidote we have.
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A story which ran on page 3 of the Jan. 29, 2026 edition 
of The Independent incorrectly associated Mike Grant with 
gun retail issues. Grant is a federal firearms licensee, com-
monly referred to as a federal gun dealer, and as such sup-
ports gun dealers.

A story which ran on page 10 of the Jan. 29, edition of the 
The Independent incorrectly reported that the Granada girls 
soccer program had not made a postseason appearance 
since 2015. The Matadors indeed made the North Coast 
Section playoffs in 2022, 2019 and 2017, each season win-
ning first-round games. 

Corrections

(See MAILBOX, page 5)
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Scientists is a nonprofit organi-
zation of elite scientists that pub-
lishes information on man-made 
threats, mainly nuclear weapons 
and climate change. Some of its 
early founders are Oppenheimer, 
Einstein, and Edward Teller, the 
“Father of the Hydrogen Bomb” 
and former director of Lawrence 
Livermore Lab.

The Doomsday Clock was 
designed in 1947 as a warning 
about how close humanity is 
to destroying itself. The clock 
reaching midnight symbolizes 
the end of the world, and every 
year the clock goes backwards 
or forwards, depending on the 
steps taken to prevent global ca-
tastrophe.

It isn’t simply a fear tactic; the 
Doomsday Clock is run by nu-
clear scientists and experts who 
do thorough research on wheth-
er the clock should move for-
ward or backward. Unfortunate-
ly, the last time the clock went 
backwards was in 2010, and on 
Jan. 27, 2026, the clock went to 
85 seconds before midnight, the 
closest to disaster humanity’s 
ever been since the creation of 
the doomsday clock.

This may seem like a far-off 
issue, but with a national nu-

clear weapons lab located right 
here in Livermore, this warning 
hits very close to home. One of 
the main reasons the clock has 
moved forward is the immi-
nence of a nuclear arms race and 
war. With the last remaining bi-
lateral nuclear arms control trea-
ty between the U.S. and Russia, 
New START, set to expire on 
Feb. 5, the likelihood of a nucle-
ar arms race is higher than ever.

Livermore Lab plays a crucial 
role as one of the two locations 
in the country that develops nu-
clear warheads for the U.S stock-
pile. Efforts have been made by 
local watchdog groups, such as 
Tri-Valley CAREs, which works 
to increase the transparency of 
Livermore Lab’s weapons pro-
grams and generally to stop its 
development of nuclear weap-
ons. Unfortunately, the lab is 
continuing to push forward in 
its development of new nuclear 
weapons designs for the U.S. 
stockpile, actively stoking the 
flames for another nuclear arms 
race.

As Livermore residents, we 
must do more to raise awareness 
about this emergency.

To learn more about the Bul-
letin of the Atomic Scientists, 

you can go to their website at 
thebulletin.org.

ICE
David Peterson, Pleasanton

Idiots
Causing
Evil

Dividing Communities
Julie LaBlanc, Livermore

Ah, the irony of a young, 
white male attending the an-
ti-ICE protest rally in Livermore 
on Jan. 30 and giggling with 
his three white male friends 
while holding a sign that stated 
“Epstein fuc**d Nig***s.” Did 
you realize you were at a human 
rights rally? If you’re going to 
hold your sign up for all to read, 
why did you quickly flip it to 
the other side when I (a black 
woman) walked past you? Your 
hate speech only further divides 
our communities. Maybe you 
should read some history books 
and take a look around, young 
man!

Addiction Help is Unmet
Jorge Barrantes, Livermore

So, the pharma industry has a 
place in our society. It is really 
targeted to solutions that in hu-
manity are an everyday occur-

rence. So, in this respect, to say 
whether addiction is an ailment 
or not; what is it?

It is not addressed as a sick-
ness or an incurable disease, but 
rather the world circumvents 
around supply and unmet de-
mand.

Right now, as we speak, the 
demand for unmet market sup-
plies is under the carpet. The 
world circumvents whatever 
supplies the demand is not legal-
ly met.

Why is this addiction need 
not met? Why is it that we have 
abandoned our fellow citizens 
to find the supply however they 
can?

The world circumvents until 
the addiction is met, and will 
continue to be supplied and sup-
plied even though the efforts to 
cut the supply are high.

This supply and demand is 
not stopping, by all means, and 
will continue as long as we take 
the steps to address this public 
catastrophe.

Health records describe ill-
nesses for all diseases. But it 
does not address how many ad-
dicts there are in the population 
because it is not supplied in legal 
terms.

I am addressing this issue 
due to the victims that have fall-
en and lost their lives by using 
non-regulated pharma products.

I really hope that this effort to 
bring this concern goes beyond 
having mercy for our fellow cit-
izens.

Exposure of Sensitive 
Personal Data for 300 
Million Americans
William Goure, Livermore

Recent disclosures from the 
Social Security Administration 
(SSA) raise serious concerns 
about the security of Ameri-
cans’ most sensitive personal 
information. According to SSA’s 
own filings and statements, 
DOGE uploaded a live copy of 
the entire U.S. Social Security 
database into a cloud environ-
ment that lacked authorization, 
oversight, and basic security 
controls. This dataset includes 
names, birthdates, addresses, 

parents’ names, citizenship, race 
and ethnicity, and Social Secu-
rity numbers for more than 300 
million Americans.

SSA security officials 
warned, in advance, that the 
cloud system was vulnerable 
and unmonitored. Despite these 
warnings, the transfer proceed-
ed. SSA later acknowledged in 
court filings that DOGE used a 
third-party service prohibited by 
agency policy, and that the agen-
cy still does not know what data 
was shared or whether it remains 
stored on that server.

What makes this situation es-
pecially troubling is that the lo-
cation of the cloud environment 
was publicly known before the 
transfer occurred. Anyone with 
malicious intent who was aware 
of the plan would have known 
exactly where the data was go-
ing and when it would appear. 
And because the system had 
no monitoring, there would be 
no logs, alerts, or forensic trail 
if someone accessed it. In prac-
tical terms, even if the data was 
compromised, the government 
would have no way to detect it 
— and no way to warn the pub-
lic.

Given the scale and sensitiv-
ity of the information involved, 
Americans deserve transparency 

and a clear response. The public 
should be informed of the po-
tential exposure so individuals 
can take appropriate protective 
steps. The government should 
also outline what actions will 
be taken to monitor for misuse 
of the data and to limit any fur-
ther risk. Finally, there must be 
accountability for the decisions 
that led to this situation, which 
should never have occurred.

Protecting the personal infor-
mation of every American is a 
basic responsibility of govern-
ment. When that responsibility 
is not met, the public has a right 
to know — and a right to expect 
corrective action.

Imagine
Anthony Beckett, Pleasanton

Imagine illegally crossing the 
border into a foreign country, 
and then hiding out until you can 
get a feel for the general climate. 
Imagine that you emerge and 
find that, not only are you in very 
little danger of being arrested 
and deported, but the local cit-
izens are actually fighting their 
own government so that you can 
stay illegally (you chuckle and 
call them “useful idiots”). Imag-
ine, to your amazement, support 
for your illegal sojourn growing 

(See MAILBOX, page 6)

Tri-Valley residents gathered on Jan. 31 at the Peace Corner in Dublin for a Defend 
Democracy Rally hosted by Indivisible Tri-Valley.  (Photo — Leah Silveira)

MAILBOX
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
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Gabriel E Wright
Financial Advisor
1762 First Street
Livermore, CA 94550
925-453-2267

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective                    . CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not 
yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership 
category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional 
information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold 
prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover 
losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of 
all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to 
compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. 
All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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¡Escanee el código QR para visitar el sitio web de
nuestro proyecto aquí!

¡Esperamos saber de usted! Para obtener más información, visite el sitio web del proyecto en 
www.LivermoreCA.gov/VisionZero o consulte el código QR a continuación: 

• Proporcionar comentarios y sugerencias sobre la Red de Alto Riesgo de Lesiones 

• Preocupaciones sobre el trá�co en la comunidad (Resumen)

• Borradores de recomendaciones de seguridad

• Áreas de acción y acciones de implementación

Livermore Vision Zero Action Plan (VZAP) 

 Para Mara Información: www.LivermoreCA.gov/VisionZero

Sea parte de la visión de Livermore para calles 
más seguras

Reunión comunitaria (presencial)
La Ciudad está desarrollando un Plan de Acción Visión Cero (VZAP), una 
estrategia integral para reducir y, con el tiempo, eliminar las muertes y 
lesiones graves por accidentes de tránsito. Reconociendo que las muertes 
y lesiones graves por accidentes de tránsito son prevenibles, el VZAP 
busca priorizar la seguridad, creando una ciudad más sostenible y 
habitable para todos.     

¡Su opinión es importante para nosotros! 
El 28 de enero se llevó a cabo una jornada de divulgación comunitaria para presentar el Plan de Acción 
Visión Cero y compartir cómo la Ciudad está trabajando para mejorar la seguridad vial. El equipo del 
proyecto analizó los objetivos y el proceso de desarrollo del Plan e invitó a la comunidad a compartir 
sus comentarios y sugerencias sobre la Red de Alto Riesgo de Accidentes, los per�les de colisión, las 
áreas prioritarias y las contramedidas de seguridad propuestas para guiar los próximos pasos del Plan. 
También se compartió la plataforma de divulgación pública para que los residentes puedan seguir 
aportando sus opiniones durante todo el proyecto. El video y la presentación están disponibles en el 
sitio web del proyecto mediante el código QR o en www.LivermoreCA.gov/VisionZero 

Comparta sus inquietudes sobre el tráfico antes
del 11 de febrero de 2026

Marque las intersecciones y los segmentos de calles, y proporcione sus
inquietudes de seguridad a través del código QR a la derecha.
o visitar  https://app.maptionnaire.com/q/226syd2ore37

¡Próxima reunión comunitaria!
¡Únase a nosotros para la próxima reunión de extensión en febrero de 2026.
¡Los detalles se proporcionan a continuación!

Actualiza datos de colisiones y áreas 
de PREOCUPACIÓN

Integra el ERROR HUMANO 
en el enfoque

Tiene como objetivo 
ESTABLECER SISTEMAS SEGUROS

Se centra en accidentes fatales y graves evitables 
en lugar de eliminar todas las colisiones.

¡Tu opinión es 
importante para 

nosotros!

Miércoles 25 de febrero a las 19 horas.

Nota: Visite el sitio web del proyecto para obtener actualizaciones 
sobre el desarrollo del proyecto.

1016 S Livermore Ave, Livermore, CA, 94550

Livermore City Council Chambers
Mendenhall Meeting Room 
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Livermore Vision Zero Action Plan (VZAP) 

Community Meeting (In-person)

Website: www.LivermoreCA.gov/VisionZero

Be Part of Livermore’s Vision for Safer Streets 

The City is developing a Vision Zero Action Plan (VZAP) which will 
be a comprehensive strategy to reduce and eventually eliminate 
tra�c fatalities and severe injuries. Recognizing that tra�c deaths 
and severe injuries are preventable, the VZAP aims to prioritize 
safety, creating a more sustainable and livable city for all.     

Your Input is important to us! 
Community outreach was held on January 28th to introduce the Vision Zero Action Plan and 
share how the City is working to improve tra�c safety. The project team discussed the Plan’s 
goals and development process and invited community feedback and input on High Injury 
Network, collision pro�les, priority areas, and proposed safety countermeasures to help 
guide the next steps of the Plan. The public outreach platform was also shared so  residents 
can continue providing input throughout the project. The video and presentation are 
available on the  project website via the QR code or at - www.LivermoreCA.gov/VisionZero 

Share your Traffic Concerns by February 11, 2026
Mark intersections and street segments, and provide your safety concerns 
through QR code on the right.

or visit https://app.maptionnaire.com/q/226syd2ore37

Upcoming Community Meeting! 
Join us for the next Outreach Meeting in February 2026. Details are provided below!!

Updates collision data and areas 
of CONCERN

Integrates HUMAN ERROR into the approachAims to ESTABLISH SAFE SYSTEMS 
Focuses on PREVENTABLE FATAL AND 

SEVERE CRASHES rather than 
eliminating all collisions

Please scan the QR code to visit our Project Website here!

We look forward to hearing from you! For more information, please visit the project website at
www.LivermoreCA.gov/VisionZero or through QR code below: 

• Provide feedback and input on High Injury Network 
• Community-based tra�c concerns (Summary)
• Draft Safety Recommendations
• Action Areas & Implementation Actions 

Wednesday, February 25 at 7 p.m.

Note: Please visit the project website for updates
on the development of the project.

1016 S Livermore Ave, Livermore, CA, 94550

Livermore City Council Chambers
Mendenhall Meeting Room 

Your
 Input is 

Important to us!

CITY OF
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and growing to the point where 
political leaders are willing to 
shut down funding the govern-
ment, just so you can stay. Imag-
ine this story multiplied by ten to 
fifteen million and a nation that 
crumbles beneath the weight of 
all of this. You’re not imagining 
anything. This is real.

MAGA Exposed 
Steven Rego, Pleasanton

 With all the obsequious loy-
alty to a fascist starting to wane, 
one can only wish any remain-
ing stragglers to get mental help 
with deprogramming. Remem-
ber that the only reason this trai-
tor is still in the office is the uber 
wealthy and their vast resources. 
Peter Thiel; Jeff Bezos; Elon 
Musk and a whole host of the 
dregs of society. 

The very wealthy broke a 
trust with the vast majority of the 
American people by not paying 
their taxes. 

In the 1940s, FDR persuaded 
the very rich to not kill the goose 
that laid the golden eggs. That 
worked very well and enabled 
the working class (our families) 
to purchase homes by getting the 
economic engines turning again.

We ALL need this to happen 
to reimagine what makes the 
U.S, the envy of the world.

Immigration Enforcement 
and Global Norms
Robin Bill, Livermore

 Immigration has always been 
central to the history of the Unit-
ed States, but it has never existed 
without laws. Every sovereign 
nation on earth controls who 
may enter, work, and remain 
within its borders. The idea that 
the United States should allow 
individuals to stay indefinitely 
without legal status directly con-

tradicts global norms. There is 
no county is the world that per-
mits open, undocumented resi-
dency, and ignoring this reality 
reflects a serious misunderstand-
ing of how nations function. 

Citizens born in the U.S. re-
ceive a Social Security number 
at birth, creating accountability 
through employment taxation, 
and legal identification. Legal 
immigrants must comply with 
strict documentation require-
ments, background checks, 
and formal approval processes. 
When individuals live and work 
in the country illegally, they 
exist outside these systems of 
responsibility. This undermines 
fairness by requiring citizens 
and legal immigrants to follow 
the laws while others are ex-
cused from doing so.

Undocumented status makes 
workers vulnerable to exploita-
tion. Employers who knowing 
hire these workers are paid less, 
work through break, no over-
time pay, safety is no issue. With 
legal status you have labor laws, 
OSHA regulations, and unfair 
employment statutes. 

Public protests against depor-
tation are especially troubling. 
These demonstrations appear 
profoundly ignorant of interna-
tional norms and deeply disre-
spectful to millions of people 
worldwide who have immigrat-
ed legally. Those individuals 
waited years, paid fees, submit-
ted paperwork, passed back-
ground checks, and followed the 
law. Protesting the enforcement 
of immigration laws sends the 
message that those sacrifices 
were meaningless. On a global 
stage, this behavior is not princi-
pled — it is “embarrassing.”

Welcome to Trump World: 
When the Green Light to Kill 
Comes from the Top
Rosario Milleli, Pleasanton

The missile strikes in the Ca-
ribbean may feel remote, but the 
principle behind them has con-
sequences much closer to home 
— including here in Minnesota.

What connects overseas 
drone strikes to domestic deaths 
during law-enforcement en-
counters is not tactics, but per-
mission. Under Donald Trump, 
violence and lethal force are 
no longer a last resort; they are 
implicitly encouraged from the 
top. Suspected smugglers at sea 
are no longer intercepted or ar-
rested — they are destroyed. No 
evidence is presented, no identi-
ties confirmed, no accountability 
required. The president simply 
declares the killings justified.

That message does not stop at 
the water’s edge.

When the command-
er-in-chief repeatedly signals 
that legality is secondary to loy-
alty, and violence is excusable if 
labeled “official,” every officer 
down the chain absorbs it. Even 
when misconduct crosses legal 
lines, history shows how it ends: 
pardon, absolution, applause. 
Trump has already demonstrat-
ed this pattern by pardoning ser-
vice members convicted of mur-
dering unarmed civilians. And 
let us not forget the pardoning of 
January 6th insurrectionists who 
violently attacked the Capitol. 
The lesson was unmistakable 
— convictions are temporary; 
loyalty is permanent.

Minnesota has seen the do-
mestic version of this logic play 
out. People die during encoun-
ters with law enforcement, in-
vestigations drag on, evidence is 

disputed or withheld, and conse-
quences evaporate. Officers are 
told they followed procedure. 
The public is told to move on. 
Accountability dissolves into 
bureaucracy.

Supporters insist this is about 
strength and safety. But strength 
without restraint is not law — it 
is authoritarian rule. Our democ-
racy rests on proof before pun-
ishment. Once force comes first 
and justification later, the system 
has already failed.

The danger is not only wrong-
ful death; it is normalization. 
When killing becomes policy 
overseas and pardon becomes 
precedent at home, officers rea-
sonably conclude that restraint 
is optional and consequences 
unlikely. The green light is un-
derstood.

Minnesotans deserve polic-
ing rooted in law, not political 
signaling. We deserve leaders 
who make clear that no badge, 
no uniform, and no “official act” 
places anyone above account-
ability.

When a president signals that 
killing will be excused and pun-
ishment forgiven, the damage is 
not abstract. It shows up in our 
communities, our courts, and 
our cemeteries.

That is not law and order. It is 
sanctioned impunity — and it is 
spreading.

Silence Is Compliance
Barry Brynjulson, Pleasanton

To the 60% who do not ap-
prove of Trump and his admin-
istration...silence is compliance. 
Be loud. Be peaceful. Resist.

And to the parents of students 
beginning to participate…thank 
you if you support their efforts. 
Please tell them that it is critical 

to do it the right way. Their ac-
tions may make the news if they 
become rowdy, block traffic, 
or engage with agitators. Their 
involvement has the ability to 
advance the movement or set it 
way back.

NUMBERS MATTER.

Slippery Slope
Linda Knapp, Dublin

I woke up this weekend to 
the shock and horror of the 
news that yet another innocent 
American citizen was murdered 
by ICE agents just weeks af-
ter Renee Good was shot and 
killed by one of them. To add 
salt to the wound, the Trump 
Administration is promoting 
lies about both of the victims 
and dragging their good names 
through the mud. These were 
American citizens defending 
their First Amendment rights, 
and in Alex Pretti’s case, exer-
cising his Second Amendment 
right as well. Neither were inter-
fering with Law Enforcement, 
neither was attacking ICE. Vid-
eo footage clearly shows Renee 
Good backing up and steering 
away from Jonathan Ross.  Her 
vehicle never touched him.  He 
slipped while holding up his cell 
phone to make content while 
aiming his gun at her, and Alex 
Pretti never drew or even bran-
dished his gun. ICE does not 
have the power to detain U.S. 
citizens, but apparently, they 
think they do.  They think they 
have blanket immunity to kill, 
detain, or disappear anyone 
they want based on skin color, 
language, or whatever behav-
ior they deem “uncooperative”, 
such as filming them or helping 
another victim they are attack-
ing.  Every day is a fresh horror. 
We are rapidly becoming Nazi 
Germany and ICE is acting like 
Gestapo.  Immigration enforce-
ment is just the pretense they’re 
using.

ICE is also looking locally to 
house immigrant detainees here 
at the shuttered FCI Dublin fa-
cility. It was closed over a year 
ago because it was found un-
suitable for human habitation, 
due to black mold, asbestos, and 
crumbling infrastructure, after a 
sordid history of inmates being 
sexually abused by guards.  Re-
cently, the Dublin City Council 
voted unanimously to pass a res-
olution against reopening FCI 
Dublin as a migrant detention 
center. I was one of the residents 
who spoke in favor of keeping 
it closed.  I might add, no one 
paid me to do it.  Hopefully, the 
Alameda County Board of Su-
pervisors will also pass a resolu-
tion to keep FCI Dublin closed, 
as well.

Furthermore, I received an 
anonymous postcard today urg-

ing me to report “illegal aliens” 
to ICE. My response was a size-
able donation to the ACLU. I 
will probably report sightings 
of ICE instead. Being here “il-
legally” is only a misdemean-
or and the current occupant of 
the White House has 34 felony 
convictions. I much prefer my 
neighbors be immigrants than 
those who support this lawless 
administration.

A Cheat is a Liar 
Patricia Thostad, Livermore

I declare: A cheat is a liar.
A cheat is a liar because he 

robs you of the truth. A liar is a 
cheat, if he can get away with it, 
because he tries to gain account-
ability at your expense. Any 
injury at your expense robs and 
damages your body and your 
soul. 

Some cheaters reason it off 
by thinking of it as “a little white 
lie.” Most people (from the “I 
don’t think about it” type to ones 
that have to yell it out in the 
street for someone to listen to) 
have experienced Post-Traumat-
ic Stress Disorder emotions.

I declare: Most everyone has 
had some form of PTSD. Do 
you flinch in the passenger seat 
when the driver gets too close 
to the center line or God-forbid, 
another car? I did, and you will 
if you’ve been in a bad accident 
before, at least, for a while. The 
ones that seek accountability 
to heal themselves are the ones 
that say it out loud. I think that 
is healthy.

Now, what do we call eaves-
dropping? A way to get unautho-
rized information: that is what it 
is, or, in a word, cheating.

The Pandemic has changed 
our Livermore Edge-City to 
some forms of villages. I’m 
talking small: like ten houses. 
Your village is smaller still, if 
you are on a curve. You’re prob-
ably O.K. if you are in a court 
because it behooves everyone to 
regard each other with respect in 
that situation and the people in 
that village are identified as be-
ing “on the same side.”

Arthur Miller created a buzz 
in college after winning a stu-
dent prize for writing two years 
in a row. I like the visage of Ar-
thur Miller as a student; albeit an 
older student, in his early 30’s. 
I’ve seen pictures. So, when he 
tells me, in his autobiography, 
that he sensed a strange force 
upon him, exteriorly towards 
him from others, and explains 
it as being a political act that he 
is part of, because he, and his 
work, subject to criticism, are 
“put out there.”

Well, in a village, putting your 
garage-stuff out in the driveway, 
to sort it out, during a pandemic, 
is a political act.

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 5)

It was a training day at Happy Hooves Farm in Livermore on Feb 1. Future staff learned about working with the 
animals. One aspect of the nonprofit farming school includes hosting hands-on learning summer camps.  (Photo — 
Jacob Clouser)

AI USAGE
(Continued from front page)

dent engagement throughout 
their thought processes.

Agentic Browsers
On top of AI agents, an-

other AI tool has again put 
educators on high alert after 
garnering mainstream atten-
tion late last year.

Known as agentic brows-
ers, these programs pair AI 
agents with web browsers, 
allowing agents to read web-
pages, move cursors, click 
buttons and enter text — all the 
actions needed to complete an 
online lesson or quiz  — with 
minimal human direction. 
The plain-language inter-
face of these tools, backed 
by the troves of knowledge 
available online, lowers the 
bar for undetected cheating 
in remote-learning platforms.

Anna Mills, an instruc-
tor and author at College of 
Marin, said during last week’s 
webinar that the AI startup 
Perplexity had advertised 
its agentic browser Comet 
as a means of cheating after 
making it free for students last 
September. The company had 
initially launched the browser 
at a cost of $200 per month 
that July.

Perplexity CEO Aravind 
Srinivas publicly responded 
to another video of Comet 
cheating on behalf of a student 
by saying, “Absolutely don’t 
do this.”

The company made Comet 
free for everyone in October, 
and it continues to market the 

browser as “a 24/7 sidekick, 
study buddy and tutor” for 
students.

The second half of 2025 
also saw Google embedding 
its Gemini agent within its 
Chrome browser, Anthropic 
releasing a Chrome browser 
extension for its agent Claude, 
and OpenAI launching its 
agentic browser, Atlas.

Policy
Las Positas encourages 

faculty to develop AI policies 
on a per-course level, as the 
variation in need and context 
across disciplines makes a 
campus-wide policy imprac-
tical, King said.

“Not only is there variation 
in what is appropriate across 
disciplines, but there can 
be variations in what feels 
appropriate within a disci-
pline — where instructors 
may want students grappling 
with content without the as-
sistance of AI in foundational 
courses, and then strategically 
introduce AI into teaching and 
learning in more advanced 
levels,” King said.

Course policies generally 
address the acceptable use, 
tools, transparency require-
ments, ethical considerations, 
detection and consequences 
of AI use.

A policy from Las Positas 
English Professor Michelle 
Gonzales, for example, al-
lows AI use for some writing 
tasks, including preliminary 
research, outlining and clari-

fying concepts, but prohibits 
its use for generating thesis 
ideas, summarizing or writing 
whole sentences.

Las Positas Mathematics 
Professor Ashley Young said 
she wants “students to use AI 
in ways that don’t impact their 
reasoning or learning of con-
cepts. In statistics, using it for 
mundane tasks like organizing 
data or creating tables and 
graphs might be acceptable, 
depending on what skill I am 
trying to teach.”

Others, such as Las Positas 
librarian Collin Thormoto, 
see no place for AI in the 
classroom.

“I wouldn’t view any task 
as acceptable, as I firmly 
believe in the value of human 
work,” Thormoto said. “I 
focus primarily on research 
as library faculty, and I be-
lieve having students evaluate 
sources, read critically and 
even developing citations on 
their own, can have lifelong 
benefits.”

Usage Costs
In June 2025, the Massa-

chusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy Media Lab published a 
yet-to-be-reviewed preprint 
of a study of 72 participants, 
which explored the neural and 
behavioral consequences of 
LLM-assisted essay writing. 
The preprint concluded that 
LLMs scaled down cognitive 
activity among its users.

“While LLMs offer im-
mediate convenience, our 

findings highlight potential 
cognitive costs,” the paper’s 
authors wrote. “Over four 
months, LLM users con-
sistently underperformed at 
neural, linguistic and behav-
ioral levels. These results raise 
concerns about the long-term 
educational implications of 
LLM reliance and underscore 
the need for deeper inquiry 
into AI’s role in learning.”

What’s more, privacy and 
security risks around agentic 
AI have raised flags, as any 
data presented to an AI agent 
generally gets absorbed into 
the AI company’s training 
models.

“We had an incident where 
someone put their peer’s work 
into an AI writing model to 
comment on it when that per-
son was supposed to be com-
menting on it on their own,” 
Gonzales said. “A lot of the 
students were really angry, and 
they said, ‘I don’t want anyone 
putting my intellectual property 
right into a large language mod-
el’ because they know enough 
that those language models are 
going to suck up their ideas and 
their voice.”

AI systems also remain 
vulnerable to hallucinations, 
where they present misin-
formation and even false 
statements as fact, misleading 
unwary users. 

“AI can also replicate and 
amplify bias,” King said. “So, 
there is a real need to teach 
students how to critically 
evaluate the results of AI. 

… Many faculty are making 
efforts to engage students in 
thinking about these more nu-
anced aspects of this emerging 
technology. The hope is when 
students enter the workforce, 
they’re prepared to strategi-
cally and ethically leverage 
AI in ways that benefit, rather 
than harm society.”

Symptoms Versus Causes
Cheating at the college lev-

el is nothing new, said Gonza-
les, and draconian attempts to 
regulate AI use may amount to 
treating the symptom instead 
of the cause.

She described Course 
Hero, an online platform 
that, for a fee, has allowed stu-
dents to view teacher-specific 
assignments, quizzes, essay 
questions and sample papers 
since 2006. Before Course 
Hero, students could buy 
papers online, and before they 
could buy them online, they 
could buy them in person.

“There’s always been a 
way to cheat,” Gonzales said. 
“Now, I just feel like it’s be-
come somewhat normalized.”

Under the noise of new 
AI tools and concerns, she 
continued, too few colleges 
have looked into the underly-
ing motivations of cheating, 
such as too much busy work, 
boring assignments, outdated 
teaching practices or outdated 
technologies.

“I really strongly believe 
that schools need to do more 
to address the reasons why 

students might be seduced 
by large language models 
and just have ChatGPT or 
Perplexity or any number of 
them do their homework for 
them,” Gonzales said.

“I think (where) Las Pos-
itas does a really good job of 
this is with support services: 
the tutoring center, our Read-
ing & Writing Center, our 
English Center,” she contin-
ued. “Just making sure that 
we are providing a variety of 
different kinds of support that 
meet the different needs and 
the different kinds of learning 
styles that students have, and 
that we make sure that the stu-
dents know that they’re there.”

King said that the Las 
Positas Academic Senate is 
currently in the process of 
updating its college-wide ac-
ademic honesty and integrity 
policies to include the impli-
cations of AI use.

Even as new technologies 
rise to assist us, Gonzales 
maintained that writing will 
remain a necessary human 
skill.

“Do you want to be the 
person who creates new ideas, 
makes new discoveries, has 
big epiphanies, and has a 
sense of satisfaction around 
what you know and your 
ability to be a fully function-
ing citizen of democracy?” 
Gonzales said. “Or, do you 
want to be the person that 
just sucks up the stuff that has 
already been put in the large 
language model?”
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Tasting Room Open: 
Saturday: 12 - 5pm, 
Sunday: 12 - 5pm, 
or by appointment 

2270 Research Drive, 
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

Friday, February 27  th

5- 9:30PM

Bankhead Theater

Friday, February 27  th

5- 9:30PM
Bankhead Theater

Learn more and get

tickets now!

Learn more and get
tickets now!

WE SERVICE ALL MAJOR BRANDS!

www.CallMillers.com Lic. #253756

Serving 
The Tri-Valley 

Since 1960

925.447.3000925.447.3000

Residential & Commercial

Sales & Installation of our Products Only

Specializing in Fireplaces that  
beautifyyour home for over 40 years!

Tired of no burn days?

Since 1982

CA Lic #525769

*On select units. Must present 
this ad. Call for details.  

Limited Time 

UP TO 
$1,000 
OFF*

23585 Connecticut Street, Unit 15, Hayward      M-F 9-5, Sat 10-4      510. 471.5601      JerrysFireplaces.com

Gas Fireplaces
Gas, Wood & Pellet Inserts

Free-Standing Stoves

block rivers, Sites would 
function as off-stream stor-
age, capturing and releasing 
water from the Sacramento 
River, about 15 miles to the 
east, using two canals and a 
pipeline. This setup allows 
the river to flow undeterred 
most of the time, as the Sites 
Project Authority has said 
the reservoir would only di-
vert water during high-flow 
or flood-flow conditions.

“This decision affirms 
what our extensive analysis 
has shown — that Sites Res-

ervoir can reliably capture 
and store water in a way that 
supports both people and the 
environment,” said Jerry 
Brown, executive director of 
the Sites Project Authority, 
following Reclamation’s de-
cision. “With this additional 
environmental approval, we 
can now leverage all avail-
able construction funding 
and are focused on moving 
with intensity and purpose 
toward construction, so Cal-
ifornians will realize the 
needed benefits of Sites 

Reservoir.”
Project opponents have 

criticized the project’s cost, 
which jumped 74% to $6.8 
billion last year. Concerns 
about lost cultural sites and 
damage to the Sacramento 
River’s ecosystem have 
also prompted groups, such 
as Friends of the River and 
the Center for Biological Di-
versity, to speak out against 
the project. The groups have 
raised concerns around un-
resolved water rights, tribal 
opposition, labor issues, and 

harm to the river and down-
stream communities caused 
by reduced river flows.

“The Record of Decision 
was expected and does not 
resolve the fundamental 
problems with Sites Res-
ervoir,” said Keiko Mertz, 
Friends of the River policy 
director, following Recla-
mation’s decision. “Sites is 
still a nearly $7 billion gam-
ble that delivers little water 
at enormous cost, threatens 
rivers and fisheries, and dis-
tracts from real solutions.”

Instead of large-scale 
dam projects, Friends of 
the River has supported 
agricultural land-use diver-
sification, agricultural water 
management and efficiency 
improvements, and urban 
water recycling and con-
servation.

Ongoing negotiations 
between Reclamation and 
the Sites Project Authority 
will decide the terms and 
conditions of how the res-
ervoir’s capacity will be 
divided among its partners. 
The next negotiation session 
is scheduled for Feb. 11.

The Sites Project Au-
thority expects to begin 
reservoir operations in 2033.

An aerial view of the proposed Sites Reservoir near Maxwell, California, looking out 
at the possible location of the Golden Gate Dam, as photographed on September 5th, 
2014. (Photo courtesy of Kelly M. Grow, California Department of Water Resources)

Aspen String Trio to Perform 
Live at the Bankhead Theater
LIVERMORE — The As-
pen String Trio will play the 
Bankhead Theater at 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, Feb. 7, presented 
by Del Valle Fine Arts. 

The trio includes three for-
mer summer teaching artists 
who joined up to play at the 
Aspen Music Festival in As-
pen, Colorado, 20 years ago, 
and who continue teaching in 
their professional lives.

Violinist David Perry is 
now a professor at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin and is 
concertmaster for the Chica-
go Philharmonic. 

Violist Victoria Chiang is a 
member of the artist faculty at 
the Peabody Conservatory at 
Johns Hopkins University in 
Baltimore and the McDuffie 
Center at Mercer University 
in Atlanta. 

Cellist Michael Merma-
gen is associate professor of 
cello at the Conservatory of 
Music and Dance University 
at the University of Missou-
ri-Kansas City and principal 
cellist for the Aspen Chamber 
Symphony at the Aspen Mu-
sic Festival and School.

The program will be-
gin with Schubert’s “Trio 
in B-flat" and include 20th 

century works by Mieczy-
slaw Weinberg and Gideon 
Klein from the Aspen Strings 
Trio’s “Remembered Voices” 
project. 

Weinberg’s “Trio for 
Strings, composed in 1950, 
includes Jewish, gypsy and 
Moldovan folk themes. 
Klein’s “String Trio” from 
1944 is deeply rooted in East-
ern European folkloric tunes.

The program will con-
clude with “Divertimento in 
E-flat,” which was Mozart’s 
only composition written for 
a string trio. 

Tickets start at $35 are 
available online at liver-
morearts.org, by calling 925-
373-6800 or at the Bankhead 
Theater box office, 2400 
First St. 

Tickets for college stu-
dents are $16. Students 17 
and under will be admitted 
free with an adult when tick-
ets are purchased at the box 
office. 

Del Valle Fine Arts is a 
nonprofit organization that 
has been sponsoring chamber 
music in Livermore since 
1978. 

PROTEST
(Continued from front page )

What she landed was up-
wards of 2,000.  

High-schoolers and mid-
dle-schoolers left their studies 
to demonstrate their oppo-
sition to the federal govern-
ment’s heightened immigra-
tion crackdown, following 
the deaths of two people last 
month at the hands of federal 
agents in Minneapolis. 

Livermore resident Kristie 
Wang, who was present at the 
protest as a private citizen and 
member of Livermore Indivis-
ible, attested to the presence 
of elected officials in local 
government and education.

Fick-Furlotte explained 
how she drew in the magni-
tude, when she’d only found 
out about the scheduled na-
tionwide walkout three days 
prior through a friend who 
saw it posted on social media. 

“I really wanted to do 
something. I knew it was a 
national shutdown, but I was 
like, ‘If I just skip school 
myself, then I don’t know 
how much I’m doing,’” she 
said.  She reached out to her 
friend, Freyjaa Singh-Kirti, 
a senior at Granada High 
School, to see if she wanted 
to help.  Singh-Kirti at first 
wasn’t sure they could pull it 
off on such a short timetable.

But Fick-Furlotte was 
determined. “I texted her and 
was like, “‘I’m gonna do it. I 
think this is really important.’ 
And she said, ‘Okay, let’s do 
it.’” They, along with anoth-
er Livermore High School 
senior, Grace Jeon, started 
printing out flyers and “hand-
ing them out like crazy.”

Fick-Furlotte credits much 
of the turnout to California 
Senate Bill (SB) 955, also 
known as the Student Civic 
Engagement Act. The bill 
was signed into law in Sept. 
2022 by Governor Gavin 
Newsom, and went into ef-
fect Jan. 1, 2023. It amends 
California Education Code 
section 48205 to explicitly 
include engagement in civic 
or political events as a valid 
reason for an excused student 
absence.  

“Our main pull I think was 

Senate Bill (SB) 955, which 
allows students one absence 
per year for civic engage-
ment,” Fick-Furlotte said. 
She added that the language 
in the bill was interpreted dif-
ferently by different schools 
in the district, which created 
some heated debate between 
parents and teachers on social 
media, with some parents 
angry that their children were 
allowed to leave school with-
out parental consent. 

“It (the bill) does state 
that the pupil has to notify 
the school. But at Livermore 
High, they were interpreting 
that as the parents, so they 
would not allow students to 
call themselves out, which 
is different from Granada, 
who was letting students call 
themselves out,” Fick-Fur-
lotte said.  

Among the throngs were 
Vice Mayor and City Coun-
cilmember Evan Branning; 
Steven Drouin, president of 
the Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District (LV-
JUSD) Board of Education; 
and Christiaan VandenHeu-
vel, board member of the 
LVJUSD Board of Education. 
They were joined by several 
school principals, district 
officials and staff. 

VandenHuevel acknowl-
edged the work of school 
staff and administrators at 
the middle and high school 
levels, who were navigating 
a fast-moving and somewhat 
unclear situation in real-time. 
“SB 955 allows students one 
excused absence per year for 
civic or political engagement 
with appropriate advance 
notice, and schools were 
tasked with interpreting and 
operationalizing that guid-
ance quickly,” he said.  

“Office staff, administra-
tors and teachers handled a 
really large volume of com-
munication from families, 
coordinated sign-outs and 
focused on student safety 
throughout the day. That kind 
of logistical effort did not go 
unnoticed.”

This raises the question: 
In such uncharted territory, 

will the LVJUSD board be 
called to more clearly define 
the district policy as it relates 
to the bill’s language?

“As with many of these 
first-time situations, there are 
lessons to be learned,” Van-
denHuevel said. “Questions 
around communication with 
families and how policies 
are applied consistently are 
important, and I expect those 
conversations will continue as 
the district looks back on this 
experience and considers how 
to clarify procedures moving 
forward.”

“The goal is just to get 
out there,” Fick-Furlotte said. 
“And you know, it’s hard 
when some parents have dif-
ferent views politically than 
you and you’re just trying to 
use your voice and they’re not 
wanting that. And I do believe 
civic engagement is a person-
al choice and it shouldn’t be 
dependent on your parent.”

The group of young peo-
ple, ranging in age from 
grades 6-12 were noticeably 
peaceful in their decorum, 
even when the occasional 
vehicle filled with young 
teenage boys would rev its 
engine in opposition to the 
rally, leaving the crowd to 
choke on exhaust fumes. 

One young man shouted 
out his truck window, “You 
suck,” to the protestors lined 
up along the curb. But mostly 
the group was met with honks 
and thumbs-up by passing cars. 

Fick-Furlotte has no plans 
to stop exercising her rights 
to engage in free speech 
and peaceful assembly. “I’m 
going into political science at 
whatever school I end up at. 
And I really do hope to get 
into the world of politics and 
just be a voice for those who 
don’t have one.”

She said she has been 
getting messages from first- 
and second-generation im-
migrants thanking her for 
her efforts.  

“They’re saying thank you 
for speaking out and showing 
the community, the immi-
grant community, that they 
are supported in Livermore 

and valued in the communi-
ty,” Fick-Furlotte said. 

“I think that’s so important 
and my goal in life is just to 
fight for people that can’t 
fight for themselves. Whether 
that’s fighting for the environ-
ment or animals or people — 
that’s just my goal.” 

At the height of the rally 
VandenHuevel said he was 
most struck by the sense of 
community.

“Students exercising their 
voices, adults ensuring safety 
and care, and a shared recog-
nition that civic engagement 
is part of learning how to live 
together in a democracy,” 
he said. 

And he said he hopes that 
students came away with a 
deeper understanding of both 
the power and the responsi-
bility that comes with having 
a voice. 

“And (I hope) that we as a 
community continue learning 
alongside them. As we think 
about how to respond to gov-
ernment actions and policies 
that we disagree with, I think 
the best way to prepare for 
that is to know our neighbors. 
Strong community ties are 
key,” VandenHuevel said.

Wang said she, too, had 
an overriding thought as she 
watched 2,000 students attend 
a protest to express solidarity 
with immigrants and cities 
experiencing unrest: “While 
it was heartening to see their 
empathy, compassion, and 
courage, I couldn’t help feel-
ing sad that they had to do it 
at all,” she said.

“This is a generation that 
has already had to worry 
about climate change, a pan-
demic and school shootings, 
and now they’re leaving 
school to take to the streets 
to stand up for democracy 
and our constitutional rights. 
Most of these young people 
can’t even vote yet.  

“Ultimately, I saw the 

protest as a call to all of us 
adults to solve this so these 
young people can focus on 
enjoying their remaining 
years of childhood, not on 
saving our democracy,” Wang 
concluded.
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TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, Feb. 7
FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY
Livermore Pleasanton ELKS Lodge No. 2117 is conducting a public Flag Retirement 
Ceremony on Feb. 7 at 10:00 a.m.  at 940 Larkspur Drive. Join in a dignified and 
solemn event for the respectful disposal of worn-out American flags. This year, the 
Elks are partnering with Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and Boy Scout Troop 939. 
You are encouraged to bring your U.S. flag that is need of retirement and it will 
be included in the ceremony. Call the lodge at 925-455-8829 for any questions. 

Saturday, Feb. 7
BINGO FUNDRAISER
The Italian Catholic Federation will hold a joint fundraiser with the St. Michael 
Golden Friends on Feb. 7 at St. Michael’s Hall, 326 Maple St., in Livermore. There 
will be Mardi Gras-themed BINGO and a light lunch. Doors open at 10 a.m., BINGO 
starts at 10:30. Adults: $20 per card plus lunch / children $10 per card plus lunch / 
additional BINGO cards: $10 each. RSVP by noon on Feb. 3 to suzibg@sbcglobal.
net (Golden Friends) or dcschauer@comcast.net (ICF). Partial proceeds benefit 
ICF local Catholic charities.

Sunday, Feb. 8
2026 LIONS SPEECH CONTEST FOR COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
The Livermore Lions Club is holding its annual Student Speaker Contest on Feb. 
8 at the Civic Center Library in Livermore. The contest provides scholarships for 
high school students after graduation. Each of up to six students presents a 5- to 
10-minute speech on the topic, “Youth Mental Health: Overcoming Barriers to 
Well-Being.” The contest is open to high school students in and around Livermore. 
For more information and to enter the contest, call Ann at 805-405-8742.

Monday, Feb. 9
LIVERMORE-AMADOR GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING
Come hear Scott Norrick introduce on-line resources that are most useful in tracing 
British ancestors. Both free and subscription sites will be discussed. England, 
Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland will be covered. On Feb. 12 at 7:00 p.m. 
In-person at Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Court, Pleasanton, or via 
ZOOM. To register, see www.l-ags.org, click on Speakers & Topics on upper left. 
This speaker will be presenting virtually. No charge, visitors welcome.

Thursday, Feb. 12
LIVERMORE AMADOR VALLEY GARDEN CLUB MEETING
 On Feb. 12 from 6 to 8 p.m., Karla from Beeline Blooms will be presenting about 
dahlias. Tubers will be for sale. At Crosswinds Church, 1660 Freisman Rd., Livermore 
at the red Farm Theater Building.

Friday, Feb. 13
MARIA MULDAUR & HER JAZZABELLE QUINTET; MUSIC FOR LOVERS 
Maria Muldaur & her Jazzabelle Quintet will be performing their special “Music for 
Lovers” shows on Feb. 13 at 7:30 p.m. at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., in Pleasanton. See firehousearts.org for details. Tickets: $38-43. Be inspired 
to fall in love all over again!

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES 
FOOD RELIEF SERVICES
Local residents can access vital food-assistance services to help meet basic needs. 
Food relief services can be found at:
Children’s Emergency Food Bank; 7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin; appointments M-F, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 925-828-5363;
St. Raymond Catholic Church, 11555 Shannon Ave., Dublin; third Sat. of the 
month, 8 to 11 a.m.;
Open Heart Kitchen; M-F, 1 to 5 p.m.; 450 N. Livermore Ave., Livermore;
Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry , 150 N. “L” Street, Livermore; 925-449-1664 — M-Th, 
1 to 5 p.m.; Fri/Sat 12 to 4 p.m.;
Alameda County Community Food Bank; 510-635-3663; M-F, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

ONGOING EVENTS 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
In AA, we don’t tell anyone to do anything. We talk about our own drinking, the 
trouble we got into, and how we stopped. To find a local meeting in person or 
online, visit valleyservicecenteraa.org or call the 24-hour hotline at 925-829-0666.

SATURDAY PLEASANTON FARMERS MARKET  
Open Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Main Street and West Angela Street. 
Seniors 60 and over are welcome for specialized shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.  

SUNDAY LIVERMORE DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET   
Open year-round on Sundays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in downtown Livermore, on Second 
St. between J St. and L St.  

VINEYARDS
(Continued from front page)

WASTE
(Continued from front page)

PUSD Breaks Ground on Harvest Park 
Middle School Athletic Field Renovation
By Sanestina Hunter

PLEASANTON — The 
Pleasanton Unified School 
District broke ground Thurs-
day, Jan. 29, on a $9.7 million 
renovation of the athletic field 
and track at Harvest Park 
Middle School.

The renovation replaces 
the school’s existing ath-
letic facilities with a new 
all-weather synthetic turf field 
and a 400-meter running track 
designed for year-round use.

The synthetic turf will 
include more than 150,000 
pounds of a natural sand-and-
cork infill mix and a special-
ized shock pad beneath the 
surface to reduce impact and 
provide consistent playing 
conditions.

“At its heart, this project is 
about our students,” Russell 
Campisi, principal of Harvest 
Park Middle School, said in a 

statement. “It’s about creating 
a space that supports physical 
education, athletics, school 
events and daily student life 
— a place where our students 
can learn, grow, compete and 
build school pride, rain or 
shine.”

The project is also funded 
through the district’s Measure 
I bond, approved by voters in 
2022, which authorizes up to 
$395 million for school facili-
ty upgrades across Pleasanton 
schools, district officials said.

“Because our Pleasan-
ton community supported 
Measure I, we are able to 
deliver modern, durable and 
thoughtfully designed facil-
ities that directly benefit our 
students,” PUSD Superinten-
dent Maurice Ghysels, said in 
a statement.

More than 1,640 linear 
feet of subsurface drainage 
will be installed to help keep 

the field playable year-round, 
officials said.

The renovation also in-
cludes new natural grass fields 
that, along with the synthetic 
turf field, will support multi-
ple sports, including football, 
soccer, lacrosse, cricket and 
physical education.

Field-event areas are 
planned for the long jump, 
triple jump and high jump, the 
district said.

Additional improvements 
include integrated school 
branding in the field design, 
upgraded walkways, gates 
and site circulation, shade 
trees and low-maintenance 
landscaping, fencing, back-
stops and service access in-
frastructure.

Planning and design for 
the project started in 2024, 
and construction is expected 
to be completed by fall 2026.

Laurie Walker, vice pres-

ident of the PUSD Board 
of Trustees, said the project 
reflects community trust in 
the district.

“This groundbreaking re-
flects the trust our community 
has placed in PUSD  — trust 
that we take very seriously,” 
Walker said. “Projects like this 
show what’s possible when 
that trust is honored.”

In October 2025, the dis-
trict unveiled a completed 
Measure I-funded athletic 
field at Pleasanton Middle 
School as part of the first 
phase of middle school facil-
ity upgrades.

Additional projects in the 
planning stages include a tran-
sitional kindergarten project 
at Walnut Grove Elementary 
School, campus renovations at 
Amador Valley High School 
and field renovations at Hart 
Middle School, according to 
the district website.

The Harvest Park Middle School Athletic Field Renovation is officially underway. The Pleasanton Unified School 
District broke ground on the $9.7 million project this past Thursday, Jan. 29 (Photo courtesy of PUSD)

them could be a deterrent for 
vineyard owners.

“At a time when our 
industry faces tightening 
sales and increasing com-
petition, AB 720 ensures 
that California wineries 
can continue to thrive by 
offering visitors authentic, 
memorable experiences,” 
said Robert Koch, president 
and CEO of Wine Institute, 
which advocates for the 
California wine industry 
on the state, federal and 
international levels.. “This 
legislation provides win-
eries of all sizes with new 
tools to welcome guests, 
share their story and deep-
en the connection between 
California wine, agriculture 
and community.”

Although welcoming the 
new law, Wente did not see 
AB 720 as a silver bullet.

“It’s a few more events 
a year; it’s not a needle 
mover,” Wente said.

In an effort to revitalize 
the region, Livermore area 
winemakers have in recent 
years called for city infra-
structure to support larger 
wineries and associated 
businesses, re-planting in-
centives and a focus on 
region-specific varietals.

Last October, the Liv-

ermore City Council ap-
proved a cooperative fund-
ing agreement with Ala-
meda County to support a 
sewer-line extension into 
South Livermore Valley. 
The extension, enabled by 
voters through Measure P in 
2022, will allow a broader 
range of businesses in the 
area. 

The Tri-Valley Conser-
vancy’s Sponsored Replant-
ing Program awarded its 
first low-interest replanting 
loan last month to Thatcher 
Bay Vineyards, allowing 
the winery to replant eight 
acres of cabernet franc. 
Area winegrowers can ap-
ply for a 15-year, low-in-
terest loan to replant vari-
etals suited to Livermore’s 
terroir.

“Viticulture is core to 
the Tri-Valley’s identity 
and economy,” Rebecca 
Spector, executive director 
of Tri-Valley Conservancy, 
said in a statement. “We 
launched this program to 
ensure that growers, who 
are stewards of both the 
land and the viticultural 
heritage, have access to the 
capital they need to keep 
this legacy alive. Replant-
ing is vital to the future of 
our region.”

easy. Processing it requires 
special equipment that can 
compress the foam and pre-
pare it for reuse, and only a 
small number of facilities 
have that machinery. And 
the facilities are resident-on-
ly Recology facilities such 
as the one in San Francisco 
serving its neighborhoods. 

One  resource  Neau 
hadn’t been aware of until 
recently — residents can 
drop off clean Styrofoam for 
reuse at shipping and pack-
aging businesses, including 
many UPS Store locations 
throughout the Tri-Valley. 
But now that she does, she 
said, “They’re going to be 
inundated with it, I tell ya, 
inundated.” For residents 
willing to drive further, lo-
cations are available in Hay-
ward, Milpitas and Oakland. 

Local waste authority 
StopWaste.org offers a help-
ful Re:Source guide orga-
nized by zip code with up-
to-date guidance on where 
and how residents can recy-
cle or safely dispose of “just 
about anything.”

While Neau relies on re-
sources like StopWaste.org, 
she said the burden placed 
on consumers is unfair.

“Companies use this stuff 
because it’s cheap and easy 
for them to ship with. Then 
it becomes our problem. It’s 
pushing the cost and effort 
onto people who’ve already 
paid for the product,” Neau 
said.

California lawmakers 
have begun addressing that 
imbalance, particularly in 
food packaging, by passing 
legislation aimed at reducing 
or eliminating hard-to-recy-
cle materials and shifting 
responsibility back to pro-
ducers. Even so, Styrofoam 

remains widely used.
Neau is quick to point 

out that Styrofoam is just 
one part of a bigger issue. 
Many everyday items can-
not be recycled through 
city programs but do not 
belong in the landfill either, 
including thin or multi-lay-
ered plastic bags that many 
snacks come in. For those 
materials, Neau uses a sub-
scription service called Rid-
well. For roughly the cost 
of a couple of coffees each 
month, Ridwell collects 
hard-to-recycle items such 
as thin or multi-layered 
plastic bags, pill bottles, 
caps and more.

“I’d rather pay them than 
pay for the degradation of 
the environment,” Neau 
said. “There’s a cost to all 
of us. There’s a health cost 
too.”

While Neau believes 
companies should take on 
more responsibility, she 
does not think individual 
actions are meaningless.

“Anyone can do this. 
If you decide to do it, you 
can,” Neau said. “Part of 
the argument I hear is, ‘If 
nobody else is doing it, why 
should I?’ The point is I’m 
doing it because I believe in 
it. Just because others aren’t 
doesn’t mean I should stop.”

For Neau, waste reduc-
tion is about more than 
politics or policy.

“This is about commu-
nity. We all depend on one 
another. You can disagree 
on how to do things, but we 
have to agree that we’re in 
this together,” she said. 

She paused, then added, 
“As far as we know, this is 
the only place we have to 
live. We’d better take care 
of it.”

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

Barbara Anne Frazier, 76, 
died in her sleep at her home 
in Livermore at 5:30 p.m. in 
the evening, Dec. 6, 2025. Her 
niece, Christina Sherwood, was 
at her side, holding her hand, 
as she passed. Her brothers, 
William Mark Frazier and his 
wife Georgie, and Larry Frazier 
and his wife Marian, visited her 
in her final weeks, as did her 
nieces, Christina and Leilani 
Ngumezi, and her nephew, 
Ryan Frazier. She received 
much assistance from her close 
friend Alicia Eltgroth. Barbara 
died of stage four cancer.

She was born in Klamath 
Falls, Oregon, on Aug. 28, 
1949, to Gordon and Vivian 
Frazier. She grew up in Hono-
lulu, Hawaii. She attended high 
school at Punahou. She attend-
ed college at University of the 
Pacific and graduated from the 

University of Hawaii with a de-
gree in Anthropology. She was 
the first female graduate of East 
Coast Aerotech, a flight tech-
nician school in Boston. She 
worked at the mother church 
of First Church of Christ, Sci-
entist, Boston. She later moved 
to Longmont, Colorado, where 
she worked for Hewlett Pack-
ard as a technician, operating 
high-vacuum machinery. This 
experience prepared her for 
work at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory, where 
she started in 1991, and worked 
until her retirement in 2010. 
She operated high-vacuum 
equipment which was used 
for testing materials for use in 
outer space.

She enjoyed painting in wa-
tercolors, and loved gardening 
in her plot in the community 
garden, a short distance from 

her apartment. She produced 
many beautiful quilts before 
arthritis forced her to quit that 
pursuit. She wrote many nov-
els, none published, finishing 
a chapter a day. She loved 
reading and spent two to three 
hours each morning reading 
college-level books on philos-
ophy, marine biology, politics, 
chemistry, mathematics, and 
more. She died with a col-
lection of over 2,000 books. 
She always preferred physical 
books; many of the titles she 
was interested in weren’t avail-
able digitally.

She will be missed by her 
family and friends.

A celebration of life will be 
held at Alden Lane Nursery, 
981 Alden Lane, Livermore, at 
11 a.m., Feb. 16, with a scatter-
ing of ashes at Sycamore Grove 
Park afterwards.

Barbara Frazier 
Aug. 18, 1949 — Dec. 6, 2025 

Mary Tania (Hudd) Selden, 
but always known as Tania, 
passed away in her sleep early 
on the morning of Monday, 
Jan. 5, 2026, at her care home 
in Sebastopol, California. With 
her health and mind deterio-
rating from Parkinson’s and 
severe dementia, her passing 
was sad and yet a relief as her 
suffering ended at age 89. 

Tania was born on June 30, 
1936, to Stanley and Laura 
Hudd. She grew up in Oakland 
and Orinda and graduated from 
Acalanes High School in 1954. 

She graduated from Pomo-
na College with a degree in 
art and met her first husband 
Robert Selden, with whom 
she moved to Livermore and 
adopted a son named Ian. Tania 
made Livermore her lifelong 
home and was a long-time 
member of the First Presbyte-
rian Church.

She worked for several 

years as an interior designer 
after completing studies at 
San Jose State University but 
found her greatest career suc-
cess teaching art and English 
at Fremont’s Kennedy High 
School. 

Tania had a unique way of 
thinking and seeing the world. 
She had a boisterous laugh 
that was as infectious as it 
was startling. She loved travel, 
backpacking and swimming, 

and she spent years lovingly 
and stubbornly caring for a se-
ries of semi-feral cats. Swim-
ming was where she met her 
life partner Bill Turner, with 
whom she spent 34 years. In 
retirement, she volunteered on 
the city’s arts council and gave 
generously to benefit animals 
and nature. In 2018, with her 
health declining, she and Bill 
relocated to Sonoma County to 
be closer to family. 

Tania is preceded in death 
by life partner Bill. She is 
survived by her son, daugh-
ter-in-law Holly and grandson 
Stanley, sister Joyce, brother-
in-law Edgar, nephew Michal 
and his family, and a myriad of 
wonderful cousins. 

Those seeking to remember 
Tania are encouraged to take 
a hike in the woods, listen to 
Grieg or humpback songs, and 
eat a small slice of homemade 
chocolate cake.

Tania H. Selden 
June 30, 1936 — Jan. 5, 2026 
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Judy Hughes, resident of 
Livermore, California, gently left 
this life on Jan. 4, 2026, at Elder 
Ashram in Oakland, from com-
plications of Lewy Body Disease.

A celebration of life will be 
held at Asbury United Methodist 
Church, 4743 East Ave., Liver-
more, on Feb. 14, 2026, at 2:00 
p.m., with a livestream and later 
viewing at www.asburylive.org.

Judith Ann was born July 20, 
1949, in Hollywood, California, 
to Herbert and Elizabeth Evans, 
and grew up in Whittier. She 
played clarinet and bass clarinet in 
junior high and high school band, 
played in regional honor bands 
directed by Elmer Berstein and 
Henry Mancini, and marched in 
the Rose Parade.

Judy studied education and 
sociology at UC Riverside, where 
she met the love of her life, John 
Hughes, at a coed softball game. 
They found themselves across a 
table from each other in Western 
Civilization 1A, where her spar-
kling blue eyes looked into his. 
Falling in love after two dates, 
they married in 1970 and moved 
to Salt Lake City, where Judy 
earned her teaching credential at 
the University of Utah and taught 
elementary school while John 
completed his Ph.D. in chemistry. 
They moved to Ambler, Pennsyl-
vania, where their son Mark was 
born in 1976, then returned to 
California to be near their fami-
lies. In 1979, their daughter Erica 
was the first baby born in the cozy 
Alternative Birth Center at Valley 
Memorial Hospital, and Judy and 
Erica were on the front page of the 
Valley Times the next day.

After years as a devoted mom 
and school volunteer, Judy felt 
called to other ways of serving. 
She trained through UCSF as a 
Lamaze childbirth educator and, 
over the next decade, guided more 
than 1,000 couples in Livermore, 
Pleasanton, and at Eden Hospital.

Judy later received an M.S. in 
Counseling Psychology from Cal 
State East Bay, worked as a health 
educator and HIV counselor for 
Kaiser Permanente, and became 
a licensed Marriage and Family 

Therapist. She retired from her 
private practice of 20 years in Liv-
ermore in 2016. She taught stress 
management and communication 
classes, facilitated a Stanford 
Health Care cancer support group 
for 15 years, and led a meditation 
group for 20 years.

Inspired by a labyrinth walk 
at a women’s retreat, Judy trained 
as a labyrinth facilitator and led 
walks at Grace Cathedral in San 
Francisco and at Chartres Ca-
thedral in France. Together with 
John, she raised the funds for a 
labyrinth at First Presbyterian 
Church in Livermore, a sacred 
space where she hosted walks 
for many years and where people 
found peace and comfort.

Judy was a lifelong baseball 
fan, first loyal to the LA Dodgers 
and later to the SF Giants when 
she and John moved to Liver-
more. She loved the outdoors: 
gardening, Santa Cruz beaches, 
and walks at Sycamore Grove 
Park with friends. She and John 
sea-kayaked in Monterey, Baja 
California and British Columbia 
on gray whale and orca adven-
tures. They hiked in Hawaii, 
New Zealand, Australia, and 
UK, where they stood on the 
farm in Wales from which Judy’s 
great-great-grandfather emigrated 
to the U.S.

An avid reader, Judy drew 
strength from writers such as 
Maya Angelou, Mary Oliver, 
and Michelle Obama. Her faith 
journey carried her through First 
Christian, Methodist, and Presby-
terian communities and toward 
a wider spirituality centered on 
people. Her strong sense of justice 
and right and wrong showed in 
her advocacy for women’s rights, 
activism against nuclear weapons 
in the 1980’s, and marching 
against the Iraq wars and in the 
Women’s Marches after the 2016 
election.

Judy was also a musician: 
English handbells, percussion 
with John, clarinets and penny 
whistle, and singing with John 
and friends in the Presbytones 
vocal ensemble.

In August 2024, Judy moved 

to Elder Ashram, a care commu-
nity with assisted living and mem-
ory care. Her calm acceptance of 
that change was a profound gift to 
John, Erica, and Mark. Residents 
and staff often commented how 
she maintained her gentle and 
giving nature, treating everyone 
with kindness. The family is 
grateful to the staff of Elder Ash-
ram and Solace Hospice for her 
compassionate care.

Judy is survived by her hus-
band, John; son Mark (Danica) 
and grandchildren Benjamin, 
Alexandra, and Jonathan; daugh-
ter Erica Barajas (Mark) and 
grandchildren Carmen and Maria; 
sister Joyce Camin (Bill); nephew 
Patrick Padilla (Letitia) and their 
children Nathaniel and Inara; 
brother David Evans (Ludmila); 
sister Karen Beddeo; sister-in-
law Jaye Bullington; and niece 
Tracy Buniger (Jared) and their 
son Archer.

In lieu of flowers, please 
donate in Judy’s memory to the 
Parkinson’s Foundation or the 
Michael J. Fox Foundation. In 
her spirit, do everything you can 
to take care of others.

Judith Ann Hughes 
July 20,1949 — Jan. 4, 2026 

Robert A. (Bob) Condouris 
passed away on October 29, 2025. 
A 57-year resident of Livermore 
and a former employee of both 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory and Sandia National 
Laboratory, Bob will be remem-
bered for his wide, friendly smile 
and his gentle kindness. He was a 
devoted husband to Olga for 61 
years and a cherished son, brother, 
nephew, and uncle to far-flung 
family in New Jersey and Greece, 
all of whom mourn his loss. Bob 
was buried in New Brunswick, 
New Jersey, on Nov. 10, 2025, 
according to his wishes. He is 
survived by his wife Olga.

Bob was born in Passaic, New 
Jersey, the youngest of four broth-
ers. During the Second World War, 
while his brothers were serving in 
the U.S. Armed Forces, young Bob 
helped his immigrant father with 

his business selling hot dogs from 
a pushcart and acted as translator 
for his parents whenever English 
was needed.

After graduating in journalism 
from Rutgers University in 1954, 
Bob worked for RCA before 
moving to Livermore with his 
wife Olga in 1968. He worked 
as a technical writer and editor 
for 25 years at LLNL, retiring in 
1994, but finding retirement not 
to his liking, Bob worked another 
nine years at Sandia’s Livermore 
campus before retiring for good 
in 2004.

Bob’s sense of adventure led 
him to become a licensed pilot, 
to take up skiing and scuba div-
ing, and to run three marathons, 
including the Athens Authentic 
Marathon, which follows the 
course of the original race from 
Marathon, Greece, to Athens. Bob 

loved Greek music and Greek 
celebrations, travel, videography, 
and writing. He treasured his close 
relationships with his family in 
New Jersey and Greece.

On Sunday, Feb. 8, there will 
prayers for Bob at the end of the 
divine liturgy service (10-11:30 
a.m.) at Resurrection Greek Or-
thodox Church, 20104 Center St., 
Castro Valley, CA. Following the 
service, a light luncheon will be 
served in the Church Hall.

Robert A. (Bob) Condouris 
July 14, 1931 — Oct. 29, 2025 

Paul David Banke, a third 
generation Livermore resident 
and cattle rancher, passed away 
on Oct. 1, 2025 from injuries suf-
fered in an accident. His family 
was with him during his last days.

Paul grew up on his family’s 
cattle ranch in the North Liv-
ermore area. He attended Saint 
Michaels elementary school 
and Livermore High School 
where he was active in sports 
and agricultural science classes 
and programs. He participated in 
Future Farmers of America and 
4-H, raising and showing cattle 
at the Alameda and Contra Costa 
County Fairs (winning Grand 
Champion) and participating in 
and winning local and state FFA 
public speaking contests. He at-
tended Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, 
where he continued to be active 
in agricultural programs, as well 
as student government and lead-
ership programs. His senior year 
Paul was elected student body 
president and was one of two 
student representatives appointed 
by Governor Ronald Reagan to 
the state college and universities 
governing board.

On graduating with a Bache-
lor of Science degree in Agricul-
tural Business Management, Paul 
began work as a bank officer in 
Sacramento with aspirations of 
going into agricultural lending. 
Several years later, concluding 
an every-day-in-the-office job 
was not for him, he returned to 
the political arena and began 

working for the California Cat-
tlemen’s Association in Sacra-
mento, spending many hours at 
the Capitol talking and working 
with state representatives and 
agency personnel. In 1979, he left 
association work and returned to 
his family’s ranching operation, 
which he took over in the latter 
1980’s. During his four-plus 
decades running the ranching 
operation, Paul expanded it sig-
nificantly. He became one of 
the valley’s early proponents of 
sustainable rangeland manage-
ment and wildlife conservation 
and worked closely with the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and the Alameda County 
Resource Conservation District. 
He was a director and officer of 
the county district for many years.

Paul was active in Livermore 
Rotary and assisted with an 
array of community projects. 
He particularly loved helping 
with the annual Rodeo Parade, 
Rotary crab feeds raising money 

for local community projects, and 
hosting international students at 
the ranch. He also hosted other 
groups of students, giving pre-
sentations on local ranching. Paul 
was also a long-time participant 
in Alameda County Fair activi-
ties. He was appointed a Director 
of the Fair in 2008, and in later 
years also served on and was sub-
sequently appointed President of 
the Fair Foundation Board. In the-
latter capacity, he devoted him-
self to helping the Foundation’s 
farm of the future project—“The 
Farm”—move from the drawing 
board to reality, breaking ground 
and building out phase one this 
past year. The Farm will pro-
vide Alameda County students 
with a state-of-the-art interactive 
experience, inspiring careers in 
our ever-evolving agriculture 
sciences and production.

Paul is survived by his wife 
of 52 years, Kathleen, his two 
adult children, Chris and Lisa, 
and his two grandchildren, Blake 
and Brett Banke. A remembrance 
gathering will be held Saturday, 
March 7, 2025 from 2 to 4:00 
p.m. at the “Farm House” on the 
Fair grounds. During the first 
hour, there will be shuttles to 
The Farm. The family asks that 
any monetary remembrances in 
Paul’s name be made to the Fair 
Foundation for the The Farm.

Paul David Banke 
June 16, 1949 — Oct. 1, 2025 

Maynard C. Michel, born May 
23, 1927, died Jan. 17, 2026. He 
passed away after a life marked by 
service, scholarship, and deep devo-
tion to family.

Born in Gasconade County, Mis-
souri, Maynard answered his coun-
try’s call at a young age by enlisting 
in the United States Navy during 
World War II. He served in the radar 
field, contributing to a critical area 
of wartime and postwar innovation 
that would shape the modern world.

Following his military service, 
Maynard pursued higher education 
with determination and intellectual 
curiosity. He attended Washington 
University and later earned his Ph.D. 
from the University of California, 
Berkeley. He went on to continue 
his professional work at UC Berke-

ley’s Radiation Laboratory, where 
he remained engaged in the kind of 
rigorous, forward-looking scientific 
work he valued throughout his life.

In retirement, Maynard and 
Helen made their home in Liver-
more, where they embraced a new 
chapter filled with beauty, patience, 
and shared purpose. Together they 
opened greenhouses of orchids, cre-

ating a venture they called Orchids 
Orinda. Their passion for growing 
and nurturing orchids became a 
joyful extension of their life together, 
and a way to share that love of nature 
with others.

Above all, Maynard was a de-
voted husband. He shared 69 happy 
years of marriage with his beloved 
wife, Helen, building a partnership 
rooted in loyalty, companionship, 
and love.

Maynard was preceded in death 
by his mother, Maggie (Houseman) 
Michel; his father, Arthur Michel; 
and his sister, Janet. He will be re-
membered with respect and affection 
by all who knew him.

A life of service, learning, and 
steadfast love — Maynard C. Michel 
leaves a legacy that endures.

Maynard C. Michel 
March 23, 1927 — Jan. 17, 2026

Born to Clarence and Marion 
Large in Oakland, California, 
Doreen Ruth Hastings lived and 
went to school in Oakland. She 
married Lynn Watch in 1945 and 
had a daughter, Jeannine Leigh, in 
1946. She divorced in 1947, and 
married Earl Hastings in 1949 
in Oakland. They moved to San 
Lorenzo, where they lived until 

she retired from the Oakland public 
school system. After retirement, 
they moved to Shingletown. She 
and Earl would take their trailer 
during the hot summer months 
to Oregon.

She loved to garden and she 
learned how to china paint. Af-
ter Earl died, she moved to the 
Bay Area to be near family. She 

loved to meet and talk to people. 
She leaves behind her daughter, 
grandchildren Lisa and Scott, four 
great-grandchildren Ashley, Chris-
tina, Salena and Sydney, and four 
great-grandchildren R.J, Tonya, 
Lincoln and Emma. Memorial 
services to be held at First Pres-
byterian Church in Livermore on 
Saturday, Feb. 21 at 1 p.m.

Doreen Ruth Hastings 
Oct 3, 1924 — Dec 28, 2025 

Thomas Patrick O’Sullivan, 
lovingly known as Tom, passed 
away peacefully on Dec. 23, 
2025, after a very short illness. 
He was 86 years old. His passing 
leaves an immeasurable hole in 
the hearts of all who knew and 
loved him. 

Tom was married to the love 
of his life, Lydia O’Sullivan, for 
65 beautiful years. Their marriage 
was a true partnership—one built 
on devotion, laughter, resilience 
and unwavering love. Together, 
they created a home filled with 
warmth, humor, and deep family 
bonds. 

Tom was preceded in death 
by his beloved sons, Robert Wil-
liam O’Sullivan and John Martin 
O’Sullivan, losses he carried 
with quiet strength and grace. 
He and Lydia went on to raise 
their granddaughters, Tabetha 
Lynn Young and Cassie LaRae 
O’Sullivan, as their own—pour-
ing into them unconditional love, 
guidance, and pride. 

Tom was a proud great-grand-
father to Ashton Young, Autumn 
Young, Caleb Silva, and Jazmine 
Silva, each of whom brought him 
immense joy. He was also eagerly 
looking forward to welcoming 
his soon-to-be grandson-in-law, 
Mike Silva, into the family he 
cherished so deeply. 

Professionally, Tom was a 
hardworking and talented crafts-
man. He was self-employed 
for many years as the owner of 
Metal Craft Industries, working 

side-by-side with his dear friend 
John. After selling the business, 
he continued his career with 
Precision Founders, where his 
dedication and work ethic were 
well known and respected. 

Tom had a laugh that could be 
heard from far away—and once 
you heard it, you never forgot it. 
It was infectious, joyful, and per-
fectly captured the kind of man 
he was. He loved the outdoors, 
especially time spent at the family 
cabin, where some of his happiest 
memories were made. He was an 
avid tennis player for many years 
and formed lifelong friendships 
on the court—friendships built 
on camaraderie, laughter, and 
mutual respect. 

Over the years, Tom shared 
his life with many deeply loved 
pets, each of whom held a special 
place in his heart. It all began with 
Charlie, his old pal and constant 
companion, who truly did ev-
erything with him—including 

going to work by his side every 
single day. Their bond reflected 
Tom’s gentle nature, loyalty, and 
capacity for unconditional love. 

Above all else, Tom loved 
his family. Fiercely. Completely. 
Without condition. His presence 
made people feel safe, welcome, 
and loved. He showed his love 
not only through words, but 
through actions — by showing 
up, by working hard, by laughing 
freely, and by standing strong for 
those he cared about. 

Tom was preceded in death 
by his parents, Thomas William 
O’Sullivan and Pearl Marie 
O’Sullivan; his beloved sons 
Robert William O’Sullivan and 
John Martin O’Sullivan; and 
his siblings Tim O’Sullivan, 
Maureen O’Sullivan, Merlyn 
Bristow, and Barbara Jo O’Sul-
livan, who died as a child. He 
is survived by his beloved wife, 
daughters, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, as well as 
many nieces and nephews, and by 
his loving siblings Darrell O’Sul-
livan, Kelley O’Sullivan, Lindy 
O’Sullivan, Annette O’Sullivan 
Gustafson, and Kerry O’Sullivan, 
all of whom will carry his mem-
ory forward. 

Though he is no longer with 
us, Tom’s spirit lives on in every 
shared memory, every echo of 
laughter, and every moment of 
love passed down through gen-
erations. He was deeply loved, 
and he will be profoundly missed. 

Thomas Patrick O’Sullivan 
Oct. 2, 1939 — Dec. 23, 2025 

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

It is with a heavy heart to 
announce the passing of Paul 
Edward Tyson Jensen, 99 of 
Pleasanton, California on Nov. 
29, 2025, at home surrounded 
by family. 

Paul, “Pops”, was born 
April 27, 1926, in New Orle-
ans, Louisiana to Paul Christian 
Wittenberg Jensen and Nena 
Laura Roberston. He gradu-
ated from Tulane University 
majoring in physics, mathe-
matics in 1947, and business 
administration in 1949; later 
obtaining an MBA at Golden 
Gate University in 1976. 

Paul’s life was marked by 
service, generosity, kindness, 
and devotion to family and 
community. A proud veteran 
of the USNR 1943-45 Mid-
shipman and Captain of the 
USMCR, WWII, Korea. He 
met his bride Jule “Cookie” 
in San Diego during his en-
listment and wed in 1953 in 
Camaguey, Cuba. Paul worked 
as the assistant manager of the 
Cuban Atlantic Sugar Com-
pany in Lugareno until 1955. 
Upon returning to the states, 
he began his career as senior 

engineering specialist at GTE 
Sylvania, in Mountain View, 
and later with ESL/TRW as 
senior staff engineer until his 
retirement in 1992. He shared 
his expertise by teaching at 
Bay Area colleges and uni-
versities, professional mem-
berships to IEEE, American 
Physics Society, Mathematical 
Association of America, World 
Future Society and Associate 
Fellow, Society for Technical 
Communications. In his free 
time, he enjoyed connecting 
with others on his ham radio, 
cheering on the SF Giants and 
Warriors, watching tennis and 

running half marathons in the 
Avenue of the Giants.

He was known for his 
kindness, humor, and will-
ingness to lend a hand to 
anyone in need. Paul was an 
active member of Pleasanton 
North Rotary, Sertoma and 
GraceWay Church. Paul and 
Jule traveled globally, mak-
ing many friends along the 
way. Paul was a dedicated 
husband, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, uncle and 

friend. He was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife of 61 
years Jule, and son Christian. 
Paul is survived by his two 
daughters Elena Frost and Con-
nie Moss; grandchildren, Mi-
chael, Jacob, Caroline, Abigail 
and Julia; great-grandchildren, 
Daphne, Paul, Aiden and Ryan. 

Paul will be missed greatly 
but leaves a warm legacy of 
cherished memories and love. 
A celebration of his life will 
be held on March 29, 2026, at 
2:00 p.m. at GraceWay Church 
in Pleasanton followed by a 
reception in the parish hall.

Paul E. T. Jensen 
April 27, 1926 — Nov. 29, 2025 



1010    The Independent • FEBRUARY 5, 2026	 www.independentnews.com

By Mitch Stephens

Brandon Hahn was 5 years 
old when he first picked up a 
basketball at Granada High 
School, and it was pretty 
much love at first dribble. 

Asked what he loves 
most about the game, the 
6-foot-7 junior took a deep 
breath to prepare for a thor-
ough reply.   

“I love working hard 
to get better every day in 
every aspect of the game,” 
he said. “I love figuring 
out the best footwork to 
get to the basket, and I love 
rebounding and going after 
the ball, reading where it’s 
shot, where it hits off the rim 
and then the feel of the ball 
in my hands after being a 
little tougher and meaner in 
the paint. … I love working 

in the weight room in the 
offseason to get stronger.

“Most of all, I just love 
being able to play basketball 
with my friends.” 

All those answers and 
all that passion may explain 
why Hahn is so beloved on 
campus, why he is proba-
bly the East Bay Athletic 
League’s most improved 
player, and very well why 
he may be voted the league’s 
Most Valuable Player. 

Through seven league 
games, the do-everything 
forward has averaged 24.5 
points and 15.3 rebounds 
— both league highs — af-
ter averaging more than 23 
points and 16 rebounds in 16 
non-league games. 

The EBAL is considered 
the North Coast Section’s 
best top-to-bottom, with 

talented players aplenty. 
Others worthy of consid-

eration for league MVP in-
clude Livermore dominating 
sophomore Amare Chan-
dler, Amador Valley smooth 
junior guard Jaylen Smith, 
Dougherty Valley-San Ra-
mon’s high-scoring guard 
Rashod Cotton Jr., Cali-
fornia-San Ramon’s col-
lege-bound standout Brayde 
Kuykendall and De La Sal-
le-Concord’s tandem of 
Ibrahim Monaware and 
Davit Pachulia.  

But Hahn’s constant 
three-level scoring, 57% 
shooting, tenacious re-
bounding and defense 
makes him the front runner 
with two games to go. The 
Matadors (16-7, 3-4) opened 
the week Tuesday (Feb. 3) at 
home against Foothill and 

Friday (Feb. 6) they close 
the regular season against 
Livermore, also at home. 

He’s been a model of 
consistency thus far with 
these dominating perfor-
mances against Monte Vis-
ta-Danville (24 points, 15 
rebounds), Amador Valley 
(16, 11), California (34, 15), 
Dougherty Valley (23, 20), 
San Ramon Valley-Danville 
(26, 20), Dublin (29, 15) and 
De La Salle (20, 11). 

The wide-open league 
features eight teams that 
have all been ranked among 
the Bay Area’s Top 20 and, 
though De La Salle (20-3, 
6-0) will likely win the reg-
ular-season title, the league 
playoff winner will share the 
championship. All should 
advance to the North Coast 
Section playoffs.

“This is a breakout year 
for Brandon, but you could 
see the signs clearly last 
year,” said Granada sev-
enth-year head coach Quar-
an Johnson, who took last 
season off to focus on his 
young family. “I think he 
has surpassed many people’s 
expectations and people are 
finally starting to take notice 
of how good he is. I believe 

he’s the clear MVP, but we 
still have a ways to go.” 

Hahn’s big strides coin-
cide with a 3-inch growth 
spurt from last season and 
10 inches since he entered 
as a 5-foot-9 freshman. 

He’s the son of coach — 
Bryan Hahn was Granada 
head coach in the early 
2000s and is an assistant 
now — and both his parents 
played college basketball: 
Bryan (6-foot-8) at Ohlone 
and Westmont and mom, 
Trisha (5-foot-9) at Moor-
park College and Cal State 
East Bay. 

Neither parent pushed 
their son into hoops — “Our 
philosophy was to simply 
see where his love and pas-
sion landed,” said Bryan, a 
1995 Granada graduate and 
full-time math teacher on 
campus for the last 25 years. 
“Honestly, his real passion is 
competition. Cards, board 
games, diving into the pool 
first, he just wants to win.” 

That’s why Hahn, also 
a pitcher and first baseman 
on the baseball team, won’t 
even engage in MVP talk. 

“I definitely embrace 
the challenge of leading 
our team to wins,” he said. 

“But I’m not worried about 
winning all-league stuff. We 
win the league and the rest 
will take care of itself.” 

And Hahn, a chiseled 
215 pounds after working 
tirelessly with conditioning 
coach Joe Iacono, takes care 
of himself, Johnson noted. 
“He spends a ton of time 
working on himself physi-
cally and with his skill set,” 
Johnson said. “You can see 
the work he has put in to 
change his body, and that’s 
the same results you see in 
his game.” 

All of it adds up to a 
leader “you want running 
your program,” said John-
son, who has known Hahn 
“since he was a lot smaller 
than me. My own son (fresh-
man starting guard Quaran 
Johnson Jr.) looks at him 
like a brother.

“Overall, I love the kid 
like my own. He’s a special 
kid on and off the floor, and 
that’s the best part about 
him.” 

Said Hahn: “I’ve basical-
ly grown up here (at Grana-
da). And honestly, there is 
no better feeling than when I 
put on the uniform and wear 
that G on my chest.” 

By Mitch Stephens

Ariana Chacon is having a remarkable 
senior season for the Dublin High School 
girls basketball team. 

The 5-foot-9 guard led the Gaels in scor-
ing during a 10-2 preseason, averaging 18.6 
points per game. She twice broke loose for 
26 points in wins over San Marin-Novato 
(65-40) and Mountain House (68-24) and 
scored 24 in a 60-8 win over Castro Valley. 

Chacon outdid herself in a 46-40 East 
Bay Athletic League win at home against 
Monte Vista-Danville on Jan. 20, with a 
career-high 35 points. The Gaels needed 
almost every one of those points to hold 
off the Mustangs, who got 22 points from 
Juliette Leonard. 

Dublin headed into the last week of the 
regular season as the top Tri-Valley team 
in the EBAL with a record of 17-6 and 5-2 
in league. 

After a Tuesday game (Feb. 3) at Liv-
ermore, the Gaels close the EBAL regular 
season at home Thursday (Feb. 5) against 
Dougherty Valley-San Ramon (19-5, 5-2). 

That game should feature one of the 
top individual matchups of the season with 
Chacon going against Dougherty Valley 
senior Keira Tom, who entered the week 
averaging 23.4 points per game. 

Dublin, which last week defeated Grana-
da (57-21) but lost nonleague games to St. 
Ignatius (53-39) and Oakland Tech (61-
33), closes the regular season with another 
nonleague game at home Saturday (Feb. 7) 
against Kimball-Tracy. 

More EBAL girls basketball Thursday 
(Feb. 5): Granada at Livermore and Foothill 
at Amador Valley.  

EBAL boys basketball finales: The final 
regular-season games of the boys basketball 
season are Friday (Feb. 6). Those games are 
Livermore at Granada, Dublin at Dougherty 
Valley and Amador Valley at Foothill. All 
games tip off at 7:30 p.m.  

Amador Valley entered the week coming 
off a tough 59-56 home loss to Dougherty 
Valley on Jan. 30, fighting back from an 
11-point deficit heading into the final quarter. 
Jaylen Smith had 19 points, Dante Ventura 
14 and Elijah Stanley 11 for Amador Valley, 
but it wasn’t enough to offset a 26-point 
effort from Dougherty Valley’s Rashod 
Cotton Jr. 

In other EBAL boys action on Jan. 30 
involving Tri-Valley teams, Granada’s 
Brandon Hahn had 20 points and 11 re-
bounds, but it wasn’t enough to win at De La 
Salle-Concord, which prevailed 60-48. … 

Aiden Li had 21 points and Izaiyah Romer 
12 to lead Dublin to a 64-62 win over San 
Ramon Valley. … Livermore dropped a 55-
45 game at Monte Vista. 

EBAL girls soccer: The EBAL girls 
regular season concludes Thursday (Feb. 
5) as Amador Valley plays at Foothill, 
Granada hosts Livermore and Dublin plays 
at Dougherty Valley. All matches are set to 
start at 6:30 p.m. 

EBAL boys soccer: Amador Valley 
closes its regular season Thursday (Feb. 5) at 
home against Foothill, Dublin hosts Dough-
erty Valley and Granada plays at Livermore. 
All are scheduled at 6:30 p.m.

LIVERMORE FIGHT: In a growing, 
troubling trend throughout the region, state 
and country, a fight broke out at a Livermore 
boys basketball home game Jan. 27 against 
De La Salle. Unlike many recent brawls, 
this one wasn’t on the court but in a foyer 
in the facility.  

Police were called to the scene, which 
required the stoppage and eventual suspen-
sion of the game, which Livermore led 44-41 
with 4:02 remaining.  The fight was between 
several Livermore students and kids from 
“a neighboring school,” Livermore athletic 
director James Petersdorf said. The fight was 
“significant,” and included one Livermore 
student losing consciousness during the al-
tercation but did not require hospitalization. 

Petersdorf worked with both coaching 
staffs and the referee organization, and the 
teams agreed to resume play Wednesday 
(Feb. 4). Results were unavailable at press-
time. “It’s difficult with the regular season 
ending and spring sports picking right up. 
It needs to work for everyone,” Petersdorf 
told The Independent on Jan. 28. “Like a 
suspended baseball game, we’ll pick up 
from the exact point and hopefully make it 
as seamless as possible. ... It’s really unfortu-
nate because the game was outstanding and 
coming down the wire. The kids and fans 
were really enjoying the game.”  

Three nights after the Livermore inci-
dent, a fight broke out between players and 
fans shortly after a San Leandro Piedmont 
boys basketball game. Piedmont police 
were called to the scene and a Piedmont 
student sustained a broken nose, according 
to multiple reports. 

Another big brawl that drew nation-
al attention on Jan. 26 at Aquinas High 
School (San Bernardino County) broke out 
moments after Inglewood’s 93-78 win over 
the home team. Several suspensions totaling 
13 games were handed down to players by 
school officials.

Dublin’s Chacon Scoring in Bunches

MitchMashMitchMash
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LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619887

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Yesu Host Home 
LLC, 5648 Bay Street, Apt #421, 
Emeryville, CA 94608 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Yesu Host Home LLC, PO 
BOx 8511, Emeryville, CA 94662 
This business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
01/01/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Surafel Tensai, Member. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
January 5, 2026. Expires Janu-
ary 4, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6670. Published Janu-
ary 15, 22, 29, February 5, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619893

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Quantum Software 
Solutions, 4101 Dublin Dlvd, Ste 
F #3097, Dublin, CA 94568 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Rigoberto Leyva 
Salmeron, 4101 Dublin Blvd, 
Ste F #3097, Dublin, CA 94568. 

This business is conducted by 
an Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed 
above: 1/4/2026. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Rigoberto Leyva 
Salmeron, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on January 6, 
2026. Expires January 5, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6671. Published January 15, 22, 
29, February 5, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619904

The following person(s) doing 
business as: NextHome Mount 
Diablo Estates, 4435 First 
Street, Suite 363, Livermore, 
CA 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Team 
Durf, Inc., 674 Bellmeade Way, 
Brentwood, CA 94513. This 
business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed 
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Christina M. Dusflinger, 
Secretary. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 6, 2026. 
Expires January 5, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6672. 
Published January 15, 22, 29, 

February 5, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619560

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Vendly, 2363 Tri-
paldi Way, Hayward, CA 94545 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): KBTH LLC, 
2363 Tripaldi Way, Hayward, CA 
94545. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed 
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Yen Ching Lee, CEO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
December 17, 2025. Expires De-
cember 16, 2030. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6673. Published 
January 15, 22, 29, February 5, 
2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619795

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. CA Gold Diggers 
Meetup; 2. My Tutoring Plan, 
3056 Castro Valley Blvd #18, 
Castro Valley, CA 94546 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Melanie Bailey, 3056 
Castro Valley Blvd #18, Castro 
Valley, CA 94546. This business 

is conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
12/31/2025. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Melanie A. Bailey, Own-
er. This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
January 2, 2026. Expires Janu-
ary 1, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6674. Published Janu-
ary 15, 22, 29, February 5, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619794

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Alameda Island 
Apparel; 2. Alameda Island 
Graphics; 3. Alameda Made, 4. 
Isle of you; 5. Alameda Apparel 
; 6. Maya Love; 7. My Oh Maya; 
8. Isle of People; 9. Lava Appar-
el; 10. Hello Alameda; 11. Earth 
& Us; 12. Of Earth & Love; 13, 
Alameda Love; 14. Earth Love, 
1548 Clement Ave, Alameda, 
CA 94501-6886 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
Ken Yurgaitis, 1548 Clement 
Ave, Alameda, CA 94501. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed 
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Ken Yurgaitis, Owner. 

This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
January 2, 2026. Expires Janu-
ary 1, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6675. Published Janu-
ary 15, 22, 29, February 5, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620068

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Allen Concrete 
Resurfacing, 772 Tanager Rd, 
Livermore, CA 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Nicolas David Leighman 
Allen V, 2150 Portola Ave, Suite 
D #259, Livermore, CA 94551. 
This business is conducted by 
an Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed 
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Nicolas David Leighman 
Allen V, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on January 12, 
2026. Expires January 11, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6676. Published January 22, 29, 
February 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620104

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Vela Design House, 
1056 Serpentine Lane, Suite C, 

Pleasanton, CA 94566 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Gar-Cal Corporation, PO 
Box 24, Livermore, CA 94551. 
This business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Angel Garcia, CEO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
January 13, 2026. Expires Janu-
ary 12, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6677. Published Janu-
ary 22, 29, February 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620105

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Luma Foundation, 
653 Buckeye DR., Livermore, 
CA 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Angel 
Garcia, 653 Buckeye DR., Liver-
more, CA 94551. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Angel Garcia, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on January 
13, 2026. Expires January 12, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 

No. 6678. Published January 22, 
29, February 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620014

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Barrel Down Wine 
Services, 2356 Palm Avenue, 
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Meredith Sarboraria, 
2356 Palm Avenue, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
2/15/2021. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Meredith Sarboraria, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 8, 2026. 
Expires January 7, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6679. 
Published January 22, 29, Feb-
ruary 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619999

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Becca Sews, 128 
Northwood Commons, Liv-
ermore, CA 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Rebecca Okurowski, 125 
Northwood Commons, Liver-

more, CA 94551. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
5/6/2025. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Rebecca Okurowski, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 8, 2026. 
Expires January 7, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6680. 
Published January 22, 29, Feb-
ruary 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620155

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Golden Pacific 
Realty, 7161 Amador Valley 
Blvd, Dublin, CA 94568 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Yadira Estrada Reza, 
7161 Amador Valley Blvd, Dub-
lin, CA 94568. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
1/04/2026. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Yadira Estrada Reza, 
Broker. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 14, 2026. 
Expires January 13, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6681. 

Hahn’s Breakout Season Fueled By Love of Game, Granada 

Granada junior, Brandon Hahn, soars and scores another for the Mats, bringing nothing 
but wins in their breakout season. (Photo courtesy of Adam J. Clark/Livermore-Granada 
Boosters)



www.independentnews.com	 FEBRUARY 5, 2026 • The Independent  1111

Published January 22, 29, Feb-
ruary 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620188

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Level Five Design, 
Inc., 362 Henry ST, Oakland, 
CA 94607 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Lev-
el Five Design Inc., 362 Henry 
ST, Oakland, CA 94607. This 
business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Rye Hudak, CEO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
January 15, 2026. Expires Jan-
uary 14, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6681. Published Janu-
ary 22, 29, February 5, 12, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620199

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Calcoast - ITL, 683 
Thornton ST, San Leandro, CA 
94577-2627 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
Cummins Lighting Laboratory, 
Inc., 683 Thornton ST, San Le-
andro, CA 94577. This business 
is conducted by a Corporation. 
The date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
1/2/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Douglas G. Cummins, 
CEO. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on January 15, 2026. 
Expires January 14, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6682. 
Published January 22, 29, Feb-
ruary 5, 12, 2026.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 23CV057551
SUPERIOR COURT OF 

CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF 
ALAMEDA

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 

Petitioner:
Jaeden Tyler IIano-Suva
8265 Wexford Court
Dublin, CA 94568
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows:
Present Names:
Jaeden Tyler IIano-Suva
Proposed Name: 
Jaeden Tyler IIano
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above 
must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled 
to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:03/06/2026
Time: 9:00 AM
Dept: 514
The address of the court is: 
Superior Court of
Alameda County 
24405 Amador Street
Hayward, CA 94544
Oakland, CA 94612
A copy of this Order To Show 
Cause shall be published at 
least once each week for 
four successive weeks prior 
to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following 
newspaper of general 
circulation printed in this county:
The Independent Newspaper 
2250 First Street, 
Livermore, CA 94550 
Dated: 01/12/2026 /s/: Thomas 
Nixon, Judge.
The Independent, Legal No. 
6683. Published January 29, 
February, 5, 12, 19, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620327

The following person(s) doing 
business as: TLL Investigations 
and Consulting, 304 Avondale 
Lane, Livermore, CA 94551 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Tobias Lay 
304 Avondale Lane, Livermore, 
CA 94551. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Tobias Lay, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on January 
22, 2026. Expires January 21, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6684. Published January 29, 
February 5, 12, 19, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620299

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Piazza for Hair, 157 
South J Street, Livermore, CA 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): O23 Pat-
terson LLC, 1374 Chelsea Way, 
Livermore, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. The date on 
which the registrant first com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above: 1/1/2026. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Ju-
lie Liskey-Patterson, Owner/
Manager. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 21, 2026. 
Expires January 20, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6685. 

Published January 29, February 
5, 12, 19, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619917

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Wanvisa Wellness, 
4314 Allendale Ave, Oakland, CA 
94619 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Wanvisa 
Wattanadumrong, 4314 Allen-
dale Ave, Oakland, CA 94619. 
This business is conducted by 
an Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed 
above: 1/6/26. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Wanvisa Wattanad-
umrong, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on January 6, 2026. 
Expires January 5, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6686. 
Published January 29, February 
5, 12, 19, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620106

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Lynch Auditing; 
2. Lynch Advisory, 695 Brighton 
Way, Livermore, CA 94551 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): 695 Lynch LLC, 
695 Birighon Way, Livermore, 
CA 94551. This business is 
conducted by a  Limited Liability 
Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed 
above: N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Andrew Lynch, CEO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
January 13, 2026. Expires Janu-
ary 12, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6687. Published Janu-
ary 29, February 5, 12, 19, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620208

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Loanovia, 3049 
Independence Drive, Suite A, 
Livermore, CA 94551 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Cubus Solutions, Inc., 
1300 SW 5th Avenue, Portland, 
OR 97201. This business is 
conducted by a Corporation. 
The date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
1/1/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: John-Ashley Paul, CEO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
January 16, 2026. Expires Janu-
ary 15, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6688. Published Janu-
ary 29, February 5, 12, 19, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620258

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Aging in the Bay 
Dublin, 7875 Ironwood Drive, 
Dublin, CA 94568 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Bahay Kubo 2 LLC, 
7875 Ironwood Drive, Dublin  
CA 94568. This business is 
conducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 1/20/2026. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Michael 
Mendaros, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on January 
20, 2026. Expires January 19, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6689. Published January 29, 
February 5, 12, 19, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620018

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Smart Shield Insur-
ance Agency, 3041 Vittoria Loop, 
Dublin, CA 94568 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Cutting Chai LLC, 3041 
Vittoria Loop, Dublin, CA 94568. 
This business is conducted by a 
Limited Liablity Company. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Dhwanit purohit, Manager. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on Jan-
uary 8, 2026. Expires January 7, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6690. Published January 29, 
February 5, 12, 19, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620057

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Meant for More 
Coaching, 2121 Filbert ST,  Oak-
land, CA 94607 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 

Rachael Gingery, 2121 Filbert 
ST, Oakland, CA 94607. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 1/1/2026. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Rachael 
Gingery, Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on January 9, 2026. 
Expires January 8, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6691. 
Published January 29, February 
5, 12, 19, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620355

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Brisket Chips 
Co., 2297 American Avenue, 
Hayward, CA 94545 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): NGO Big LLC, 2297 
American Avenue, Hayward, CA 
94545. This business is con-
ducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 6/1/2025. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Trung Viet Tran, 
Member. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 22, 2026. 
Expires January 21, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6692. 
Published January 29, February 
5, 12, 19, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619521

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Whitelaw Glass 
and Aluminum, 145 Barber 
Street, Livermore, CA 94550 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Michael Whitelaw, 
145 Barber Street, Livermore, 
CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
12/1/2025. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Michael Whitelaw, 
Owner. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January December 
16, 2025. Expires December 15, 
2030. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6693. Published January 29, 
February 5, 12, 19, 2026.

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT REPORT (EIR) 
(SCH# 2023020424)

Date: January 16, 2026
To: California State Clear-
inghouse, state Responsible 
and Trustee Agencies, federal 
agencies, county clerks, local 
jurisdictions and interested indi-
viduals and organizations
Subject: Notice of Availability 
of Draft EIR for public review 
to receive comments on the 
California Department of 
Parks and Recreation (DPR), 
Carnegie State Vehicular 
Recreation Area Resource 
Management Area Program 
Draft EIR
Lead Agency: DPR is the lead 
agency under the California En-
vironmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
for the Draft EIR.
Applicant: DPR, Diablo Range 
District, 15751 Tesla Road, Liv-
ermore, CA 94550
Project Location: Diablo Range 
mountains of unincorporated 
eastern Alameda and western 
San Joaquin counties, California
Project Description: Carne-
gie State Vehicular Recreation 
Area (SVRA) is a 1,533-acre 
off-highway vehicle (OHV) park 
in eastern Alameda and western 
San Joaquin counties. The park 
is operated by the Diablo Range 
District of California Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation 
(DPR). The SVRA is divided into 
Management Units to provide 
a structure for implementing 
natural resource manage-
ment activities. Some of these 
Management Units have been 
further subdivided into smaller 
resource management zones 
(Resource Management Areas; 
RMAs) to actively manage the 
road and trail system through 
recontouring, erosion control, 
revegetation, and use control in 
order to meet the Soil Conser-
vation Standard and regulatory 
requirements of stormwater 
runoff. Currently, the SVRA has 
14 RMAs. The Diablo Range 
District proposes to establish 
RMAs throughout the hillside 
riding areas of the park as part 
of its ongoing effort to manage 
soil erosion and the water qual-
ity of storm water runoff. The 
proposed project would pro-
gressively establish new RMAs 
to provide ongoing sustainable 
OHV recreation management 

through reducing trail density, 
increasing vegetation cover, 
creating sustainable trails, en-
forcing trails-only riding, and 
implementing loss and erosion 
control measures that disperse 
storm water runoff to prevent 
accelerated erosion, and reha-
bilitate damaged soil surfaces.
ANTICIPATED SIGNIFICANT 
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: 
The Draft EIR identifies poten-
tially significant biological and 
geological impacts associated 
with the proposed new project 
activities. All impacts can be 
reduced to less than significant 
through mitigation measures.
REQUEST FOR COMMENTS: 
The Draft EIR is available for 
public review and comment, 
beginning January 21, 2026. 
Your response must be sent 
at the earliest possible date, 
but no later than 5PM, March 
9, 2026. Pursuant to State CEQA 
Guidelines
Section 15088.S(f)(2), CDPR is 
recirculating the entire Draft 
EIR and requests that review-
ers submit new comments. 
The Final EIR will only provide 
responses to comments submit-
ted on the Draft EIR. Please send 
your comments to comment@
carnegierma.com. You may also 
send
written comments to April Ma-
son, Altamont Sector Manager, 
California Department Parks
and Recreation, Diablo Range 
District, 15751 Tesla Road, Liv-
ermore, CA 94550. Emailed
comments are preferred.
DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: 
The Draft EIR and all documents 
referenced in the EIR are
available for review at the ad-
dress shown above. Draft EIR 
documents may also be re-
viewed
or downloaded from the follow-
ing address:
www.oceanoduneshcp.com.
The Independent, Legal No. 
6694. Published February 5, 
2026.

Superior Court of the State of 
California

Case No.: 25FL03171
Companion Case: 

24AD00093
For the County of SACRAMEN-
TO. IN THE MATTER OF NOVA 
RAE EDMONDS A.K.A. OCEAN 
NOVA CARDENAS, A minor per-
son who should be declared free 
from the custody and control of 
her presumed father).
CITATION RE HEARING ON PE-
TITION FOR FREEDOM FROM 
PARENTAL CUSTODY AND CON-
TROL PURSUANT TO FAMILY 
CODE SECTION 7822.
TO:  Ward Allen Keck: PLEASE 
TAKE NOTICE that it is alleged 
that you are the presumed bio-
logical father of Baby Girl Keller 
a.k.a. Baby Girl Edmonds a.k.a. 
Nova Rae Edmonds a.k.a. Ocean 
Nova Cardenas (“Minor”) born 
May 24, 2024, in San Francis-
co, California, a child who was 
placed for adoption.
BY ORDER of this Court you 
are hereby cited and required 
to appear before the Judge 
Presiding in Department 125 of 
the above-entitled court, located 
at the William R. Ridgeway 
Family Relations Courthouse, 
3341 Power Inn Road, Sacra-
mento, California 95826, on 
March 10, 2026 at 1:30 p.m. of 
that day, then and there to show 
cause why the court should not 
make an order terminating your 
parental rights to the Minor child 
on the grounds of abandonment 
pursuant to Family Code Section 
7822.The Independent, Legal 
No. 6695. Published February 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620397

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Fairfield By Marri-
ott Livermore, 220 N Greenville 
Road, Livermore, CA 94551 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Blue DIamond 
Management Inc., 3446 Zacca-
ria Way, Livermore, CA 94551. 
This business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 1/22/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Novedeep K. 
Sanghera, President. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on January 
January 26, 2026. Expires Jan-
uary 25, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6696. Published Feb-
ruary 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 619968

The following person(s) doing 
business as: AFFS, 350 SOnic 
Avenue, Suite 101, Livermore, 

CA 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Con-
sumer Credit Counseling Foun-
dation, Inc., 350 Sonic Ave, Suite 
101, Livemrrore, CA 94551. 
This business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed 
above: 12/15/2025. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Porus Engineer, 
President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January January 7, 
2026. Expires January 6, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 667. 
Published February 5, 12, 19, 
26, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620459

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Stoic Rebel Finan-
cial, 3245 Bayo Vista Avenue, 
Alameda, CA 94501 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Daniel Heller, 3245 Bayo 
Vista Ave, Alameda, CA 94501. 
This business is conducted by 
an Individual. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed 
above: N/A. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Daniel Heller. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on January 
January 27, 2026. Expires Jan-
uary 26, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6698. Published Feb-
ruary 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620472

The following person(s) doing 
business as: GI Specialists, 
15035 E 14th ST, San Leandro, 
CA 94578 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): GI 
Ghevariya. PC, 15035 E 14th 
ST, San Leandro, CA 94578. 
This business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Vishal Ghevariya, 
President. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January January 
27, 2026. Expires January 26, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6699. Published February 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620469

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Reeds Logistic 
Ride, 1601 165th Ave, APT 107, 
San Leandro, CA 94578 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Moufeed M. Ismail, 
1601 165th Ave #107, San Le-
andro, CA 94578. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The date on which the registrant 
first commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed above: 
5/7/2021. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Moufeed Ismail, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January January 27, 2026. 
Expires January 26, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6700. 
Published February 5, 12, 19, 
26, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620477

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Sentinel Skills 

Systems, 1445 34th Ave #7891, 
Oakland, CA 94601 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Sentinel Skills Systems, 
1445 34th Ave #7891, Oakland, 
CA 94601. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The 
date on which the registrant first 
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed above: N/A. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Ron-
ald Rivers, CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on January January 
28, 2026. Expires January 27, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6701. Published February 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620259

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Ollie and The Count 
LLC, 1361 Park Street STE 218, 
Alameda, CA 94501 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Ollie and The Count LLC, 
1361 Park Street Ste 218, Ala-
meda, CA 94501. This business 
is conducted by a Limited Liabil-
ity Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 1/20/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Everett Alfonsa 
Herbert, Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on January 
January 20, 2026. Expires 
January 19, 2031. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6702. Published 
February 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620203

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. JRM Drywall; 2. 
JRM Builders; 3. JRM General 
Contractor, 3437 Zion Canyon 
Court, Pleasanton, CA 94588 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): JRM General Con-
tractor Inc., 3437 Zion Canyon 
Court, Pleasanton, CA 94588. 
This business is conducted by a 
Corporation. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 12/2/2025. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Jose R. Men-
diola, President. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on January January 
16, 2026. Expires January 15, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6703. Published February 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 620497

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Biryani Bliss, 1536 
N Vasco Rd, Livermore, CA 
94551 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Bajrangi 
LLC, 1536 N Vasco Rd, Liver-
more, CA 94551. This business 
is conducted by a Limited Liabil-
ity Company. The date on which 
the registrant first commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) list-
ed above: 1/21/2026 Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Vivekanad Ven-
nam, Manager. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on January January 
28, 2026. Expires January 27, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6704. Published February 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2026.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 605794

The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use of the 
following fictitious business 
name(s). Jet Restoration, 24547 
Amador ST #7, Hayward, CA 
94544. Registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Melanie Domin-
guez, 24547 Amador #7, Hay-
ward, CA 94544. The fictitious 
business name statement was 
filed on 04/24/24 in the County 
of Alameda. This business was 
conducted by an Individual. Sig-
nature of Registrants:
/s/: Melanie Dominguez, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
Jan 2, 2026. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6705. Published Feb-
ruary 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO.586914

The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use of the 
following fictitious business 
name(s). Valley Brokers on Main, 
855 Main Street #204, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566 Registered by 
the following owner(s): Gerald 
Smith, 1761 Schantz Way, Tracy, 
CA 95376. The fictitious busi-
ness name statement was filed 
on 03/03/2022 in the County 
of Alameda. This business was 
conducted by an Individual. Sig-
nature of Registrants:
/s/: Pam Dew-Smith, Executor 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
Jan 14, 2026. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6706. Published Feb-
ruary 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies at: 
Dublin Petsmart
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours: 
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer opportu-
nities, and how to donate.
Follow:
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on 

Facebook, and Instagram

EMPLOYMENT

Seniors Helping Seniors®
Hiring active and compassion-
ateseniors. Companionship and 
Personal Care.$19-$21/hour. 
Email: Care@TriValleySHS.com
Text/Call: (510) 405-1771
Website: TriValleySHS.com

Business Operations Analyst
Lam Research Corporation, 

Livermore, CA.
Plan, prfrm & implmnt prcss 
imprvmnt initiatives (such as 
Lean or Six Sigma). Bach’s deg 

or frgn equiv in Engg Mgmt, Info 
Sys, Bus Admin, Bus Anlytcs or 
rel fld + 5yrs of prgrssv, pst-bc-
clrte exp in Ops Mgmt/anlytcs. 
Telcmmtng prmttd up to 75%. 
Up to 10% Dmstc & Intrl trvl req. 
Salary: $124,509-136,000/yr.
Please email resume to re-
sumes@lamresearch.com and 
reference Job #3743.

Senior Manager, SAP - 
Simpson Strong-Tie Co.,Inc. 

HQ: Pleasanton, CA 
-Impl., config & supt. SAP WM, 
EWM & Trans. modules. 25% 
domestic, int’l travel. Remote 
position - work anywhere in 
U.S. $174,637/yr. Send resume 
to HR@strongtie.com & incl ref 
#SM-SS in subj. line. 

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE 
CLASSIFIED ADS

go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds

or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD 
SALES

FREE SECTION

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California 
law requires that contractors 
taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor and/or materials) 
be licensed by the Contractors 
State License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons 
taking jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO / 

DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS 
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and state law prohibit 
advertisements for housing and 
employment that contain any 
preference, limitation or dis-
crimination based on protected 
classes, including race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. IVPC 
does not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in viola-
tion of the law. 2144 Kala Bagai 
Way, Berkeley, CA 94704

925.784.7979

"I'll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy".

LeslieFaught.com
SellingEastBayHomes.com

#01027778

www.MikeFracisco.realtor

�����������������������������

R E A L T O R ®
N I C O L E  S W E E N E Y

925.518.2142

1983 Second Street  |  Livermore, CA  |  94550
CA BRE# 01965816  |  CA BRE# 01268085

Results That Move You

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:
925-243-8010    Kim@independentnews.com

CALL 925-243-8010
or Email: Kim@independentnews.com

To Advertise!

S A M F I T Z - S I M O N
E X C E P T I O N A L R E S U L T S ,

D E L I V E R E D

9 2 5 . 3 2 9 . 8 2 1 9
D R E 0 2 0 6 6 2 1 3
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By Christina Cavallaro     

LIVERMORE— Sunshine 
and moderate temperatures 
on Sunday, Feb 1, herald-

ed the beginning of Tu 
B’Shvat, often referred to 
as the Jewish “New Year of 
the Trees.” Sunday sunset 
was the actual start of the 
holiday and Monday sunset 
the end, but Rancho Mi-

lagro owner Nancy Frish-
berg welcomed Tri-Valley 
Cultural Jews (TVCJ) for 
a midday celebration in 
Livermore. 

The 182-acre ranch on 
Mines Road grows and 
tends 40 acres of olive 
trees.The fruit makes its 
way into the bottles of oil 
sold to customers. 

“We thoroughly enjoyed 
sharing Rancho Milagro’s 
olive orchards with TVJC 
members of all ages as part 
of celebrating Tu B’Shvat,” 
Frishberg said and added, “It 
is a holiday that falls neatly 
between two other signifi-
cant harvest celebrations in 
the Jewish calendar, Sukkot 
(following the Jewish New 
Year in the fall) and Pesach 
(Passover in the spring).”

Jazz Salwen-Grabowski 
commented on behalf of 
TVCJ, offering some per-
spective on the group and 
the holiday. 

“Tu B’Shvat is a time 
to honor trees, land, and 
renewal, and this year, 
Tri-Valley Cultural Jews 
is honoring the holiday 
in a way we’ve never 
done before by gathering 
in the olive grove of one 
of our members,” Salw-
en-Grabowski said.  

Being surrounded by 
living trees and open land 
lent itself to experiencing 
the holiday in a very lit-
eral, hands-on way, she 
added. The group partook 
in a small service project 
focused on supporting tree 
health, adding boron, a 
beneficial micronutrient, to 
tree beds.  

The group enjoyed a 
walk in the orchards among 
early spring flowers before 
convening for a potluck 
feast.

Above all, Salwen-Gra
bowski said, “Our gathering 
reflects a secular, humanist 
approach to Jewish culture, 
centered on connection, 
learning, and care for the 
world we share.” 

TVCJ leaders set the 
scene for the celebration 
with comparisons to Earth 
Day, a secular holiday 
which shares overlapping 
goals with Tu B’Shvat.

“At its heart, this gath-
ering was about  com-
munity-building,” Salw-
en-Grabowski said.

“Tri-Valley Cultural 
Jews create Jewish expe-
riences that are inclusive, 
welcoming, and grounded 
in shared human values 
rather than religious prac-

tice. We aim to bring people 
together across generations, 
backgrounds, identities and 
family structures. 

“ C e l e b r a t i n g  T u 
B’Shvat in this way re-
flects our belief that caring 
for the land and caring for 
one another are deeply 
connected,” she said.

WINE TASTING AND 
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS 

FRI 12pm - 6pm, SAT, SUN & MON 12pm - 4:30pm

LIVE MUSIC AND FOOD VENDORS
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12pm - 4:30pm

WINE DAY FRIDAY - HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 12pm - 6pm
$10 GLASS, $20 FLIGHTS, $10 SPIRTZER & WINE SPECIALS

 

 

Make your online reservations at

LIVERMORE LIONS CLUB

LIV
ER

MORE , CALIFORNIA

EST.1924

Order now through March 4: $75 dinner for 4 for 64 oz container
Drive by pick up from 10:30am-1pm on Saturday, March 7  
at The Singing Wine Maker, 5143 Tesla Rd., Livermore.
Delicious seafood stew chock-full of shellfish with tomatoes, wine, 
spices, and herbs. Each order comes with a sourdough bread round. 

Proceeds benefit Livermore Lions Club charities.

Saturday, March 7Saturday, March 7

LI

ONS CLUB

Tickets: Ann (805) 405-8742 or Ben (805) 405-8743

In-Home Care Services
for Seniors by Seniors

Proudly serving seniors in the Tri-Valley area!

Enjoy the comfort of home with a little extra 
support from a friend who truly cares. 

 

Jeffrey & Deanna
Macapinlac

Meet the Owners

(925)-371-5671
Commitment

Honesty &
Integrity

BILL OWENS – Photographer for The Independent from 
1968–1984, during which time he produced Suburbia (published 
in 1972) and The Legacy of Suburbia: Photographs 1964–2022 
(published in 2022). Bill also worked as a photojournalist for Life 
Magazine and Newsweek, published multiple photography books, 
authored and published additional works, and even established one 
of the nation’s first brew pubs. You won’t want to miss his 
photography exhibition. 

Featuring Photographer
BILL OWENS
SUBURBIA

Art Gallery Sponsored by

2250 First St., Livermore

&

FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

GALLERY OPEN
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH   6 – 8PM

and
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH  6 – 8PM

Jewish Celebration of Trees Set in Olive Groves

Nancy Frishberg, owner of Rancho Milagro in Livermore, 
welcomed Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, of which she is a 
member, to her olive-oil-producing ranch on Feb. 1. The 
group gathered in the groves to celebrate Tu B’Shvat, 
also known as the Jewish “New Year of the Trees.”  
(Photo — Jacob Clouser)

Hollywood Stars Revel in Romance of Reading Aloud
By Christina Cavallaro     

LIVERMORE — Actors 
Geoffrey Arend, Joshua Ma-
lina and Wendie Malick will 
take the stage at the Bank-
head Theater on Sunday, 
Feb. 15, for an afternoon 
of short stories to cap off 
Valentine’s Day weekend.

The theme of the upcom-
ing “Selected Shorts” — the 
touring stage version of the 
popular Public Radio In-
ternational broadcast series 
hosted by Meg Wolitzer, 
with actors reading selec-
tions of short fiction before 
a live audience — is “Lovers 
and Strangers.”

“So you can either come 
with your lover or just come 
alone and meet a stranger… 
who knows what will hap-
pen,” Wendie Malick said in 
a phone interview from her 
ranch in the Santa Monica 
Mountains.  

Arend ,  Mal ina  and 
Malick all have extensive 
film and television expe-
rience, although all three 
are probably best known 
for their appearances in TV 
series.

Malick is acclaimed for 
her role as Judith Tupper 
Stone in the hit HBO com-
edy series “Dream On,” 
winning four CableACE 
awards for Outstanding 
Actress during the show’s 
six-year run. That was fol-
lowed by seven years as 
Nina Van Horn in the NBC 
sitcom “Just Shoot Me!” and 
six years as Victoria Chase 
in the TV Land sitcom “Hot 
in Cleveland,” both starring 
roles.

She has also appeared in 
more than three dozen films.

One of  the  reasons 
Malick said she loves doing 
“Selected Shorts” is for the 
communal benefits it brings. 

“I think anytime people 
can get together and enjoy 
live theater or live music, 
it’s one of the most healing 
things that one can do in this 
very difficult and stirring 
time; when it’s so hard to 
sort of feel that sense of 
community,” Malick said.  

She once read that audi-
ences who enjoy live per-
formance together begin to 
experience an alignment of 
heartbeat — fitting for a Val-
entine’s Day weekend show. 

“Apparently your heart 
rates start to actually align 
and people begin to breathe 
together. That’s just such a 

lovely sort of metaphor for 
healing,” she said.

“There’s  something 
about being in those spac-
es with hundreds of other 
people and all experiencing 
things in real time together 
that, you know, I think we 
are losing as a society and 
it’s so important.” 

Malick will read two sto-
ries: one by Ben Laurie and 
another by Mary Gordon, 
chosen by “Selected Shorts” 
producers. 

“They’re very tough,” 
Malick laughed. “They as-
sign you pieces. And I trust 
them. If they ask, ‘Are you 
available?’ And if I am, I say 
yes — whatever they want 
to throw at me, I’ll do it. 

“I think they’re pretty 
good at sort of pairing us 
with work they think would 
resonate, and suit our partic-
ular styles.”

Malick will be joined 
on stage by Malina, who 
appeared in such Holly-
wood dramas as “A Few 
Good Men” and “In the 
Line of Fire,” but he, too, is 
probably best known for his 
small-screen appearances, 
including recurring roles on 
“the NBC political drama 
“The West Wing,” the USA 
Network crime drama “In 
Plain Sight,” the CBS com-
edy “The Big Bang Theory,” 
and the long-running ABC 
political thriller “Scandal,” 
appearing as Attorney Gen-
eral David Rosen in 112 
episodes.

The two will also share 
the stage with Arend, who 
starred in all five seasons 
of the CBS political drama 
“Madam Secretary,” which 
ran from 2014 to 2019, and 
42 episodes of the ABC 
medical/crime show, “Body 
of Proof,” which ran from 
2011 to 2013.

To prepare for the read-
ings, Malick conjures a time 
of innocence and romance.

“Just hearing someone’s 
voice (reading aloud) to sort 
of lull you into relaxing.”

How does preparation for 
reading stories differ from 
stage and screen acting?

“It’s about finding the 
voices. How do I paint this 
picture, you know, with just 
my voice and so that people 
can immerse themselves in 
this story?” she said.

“You just imagine, what 
if you’re reading this to 
a loved one? How would 
you read this for someone 
you loved? And it’s just the 
bigger audience is on the 
receiving end of it?” 

“Selected Shorts” is pro-
duced by Symphony Space 
in New York City and broad-
cast on more than 130 radio 
stations around the country.

Tickets to the 3 p.m. 
stage show at the Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., start 
at $25 and are available 
online at livermorearts.org.

Actress Wendie Malick 
(Photo courtesy of LVA)
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