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By Sanestina Hunter 

PLEASANTON — Pleasanton 
Unified School District (PUSD) 
trustees approved a memorandum 
of understanding and a data-sharing 
agreement with the California State 
University Chancellor’s Office on 
June 11, allowing the district to 
participate in the CSU Direct Ad-
missions Program.

The program allows eligible 
students to receive conditional ad-
mission offers from 16 participating 
CSU campuses before they formally 
apply.

Currently PUSD is the first 
Tri-Valley district to engage in the 
partnership, though Dublin and Liv-
ermore many not be far behind. Chip 
Dehnert, director of communica-
tions for the Dublin Unified School 
District said officials are reviewing 
the CSU Direct Admissions Pro-
gram and may bring it to the Board 

of Trustees for consideration in the 
coming months. Michelle Dawson, 
director of communications and 
engagement for the Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District, 
said the district has not yet signed a 
memorandum of understanding but 
is aware of the program and plans 
to explore the opportunity further 
during the upcoming school year. 

District officials said the initia-
tive is intended to reduce uncertainty 
in the admissions process, increase 
awareness of college opportunities 
and help more students pursue 
higher education. 

“The CSU Direct Admissions 
partnership is designed to simplify 
the transition from high school 
to college,” Deputy Superinten-
dent Ed Diolazo said during the 
meeting. “Rather than waiting for 
students to discover if they’re el-
igible, CSU proactively identifies 
students who are on track to meet 

Get ready to bounce for joy, because Pogo is here 
to spring some fun into your life! This 20-pound 
young adult pup is all hop, all heart, and all the way 
ready to leap into your home. This little guy keeps 
the good times bouncing. Ready to add some pep 
and a whole lot of pogo to your step? Call (925) 
426-8656 or email info@valleyhumane.org to start 
the adoption process today. 
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PUSD and Cal State Help  
Facilitate College Access

History and Legacy of Juneteenth Celebrated

By David Jen

TRI-VALLEY — Open space 
proponents have criticized a 
move by the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors to fund 
a possible ballot measure with 
publ ic  funds .  The measure 
intends to shift the authority 
to make general plan changes, 
including open space preser-
vation, from public voters to 
the board.

In November 2000, 57% of 
Alameda County voters approved 
Measure D, also known as the 
Save Agriculture and Open Space 
Lands Initiative. This open space 
protection measure established 
limits on the amount and type of 

development allowed in the coun-
ty’s rural areas. Currently, gener-
al-plan changes beyond Measure 
D’s limits require a public vote.

On June 4,  the  board of 
supervisors voted to award a 
$149,000 contract to TeamCivX 
LLC for polling, analysis and 
strategy services. According to 
a request for proposal issued 
in February, the county looks 
to analyze a possible measure 
“to re-establish the board of 
supervisors as the legislative 
authority in making general 
plan changes, in a defined and 
limited capacity.” 

Supervisor David Haubert, 
Supervisor Nate Miley and Su-
pervisor Elisa Marquez voted 

By Dawnmarie Fehr

LIVERMORE — Commercial 
wine production in the Livermore 
Valley dates back to the 1840s, 
but the hospitality side of the wine 
business  — tasting rooms, food 
pairing events, winery tours and 
more — has picked up in the last 
two decades. 

Where fewer than 20 wineries 
offered visitors wine-centered ex-
periences in the year 2000, there 
are now 50, with a broad range of 
opportunities to taste and explore 
the winemaking industry. Several 
of those wineries are celebrating 
milestones this year, with three 

commemorating half a century 
in business.

While pioneering pillars like 
Wente Vineyards and Concan-
non Vineyard — both founded in 
1883  — formed the bedrock of 
the valley’s historic foundation 
143 years ago, a newer generation 
of long-standing wineries is hon-
oring major milestones of their 
own this year. Retzlaff Vineyards 
Estate Winery, Page Mill Winery 
and Fenestra Winery are each 
celebrating 50 years of pouring 
world-class wines. Darcie Kent 
Estate Winery and The Steven 
Kent Winery both began 30 years 
ago in 1996, ushering in an era of 

significant expansion for the val-
ley. Las Positas Vineyards marks 
its 15th anniversary this year.

Retzlaff Vineyards Estate Winery 
Retzlaff claims the title of 

the only organically certified 
estate vineyard in the East Bay. 
Business manager and co-owner 
Salome Garau-Taylor said that’s 
“a big deal.” 

“We were the third organically 
certified property in California,” 
she said. “There’s never been 
chemical intervention here. We 
are sustainable and organic.” True 
to that legacy, Retzlaff remains 
the region’s premier organic 

By Sanestina Hunter 

TRI-VALLEY— Juneteenth is 
rooted in Black history, but it’s 
an American story — one that 
continues to shape how the nation 
remembers freedom, resilience 
and community.

What began as a delayed mes-
sage of freedom in Galveston, 
Texas, has grown into a nationwide 
celebration of freedom, culture 
and community. Through music, 
food, faith, poetry and storytelling, 
communities honor the past while 

celebrating traditions that continue 
to shape American life.

Observed annually on June 19, 
Juneteenth marks the day freedom 
finally reached enslaved people in 
Galveston in 1865, more than two 
years after President Abraham 
Lincoln’s Emancipation Procla-
mation declared enslaved people 
in Confederate states free on Jan. 
1, 1863.

At a time when news traveled 
slowly, many enslaved African 
Americans in Texas did not know 
they had been legally freed until 

Union troops arrived in Galveston 
and delivered the news.

To honor the story of June-
teenth and ensure it would be 
recognized by future generations, 
educator and activist Opal Lee 
spent decades advocating for the 
holiday’s national recognition.

Often called the “Grandmother 
of Juneteenth,” Lee helped draw 
national attention to the holiday 
through years of advocacy, in-
cluding a walk of more than 200 
miles from Fort Worth, Texas, to 
Washington, D.C., in 2016.

County Takes Steps 
To Bypass Public On 
Tri-Valley Open Space

Guests enjoy an outdoor meal at Retzlaff Vineyards Estate Winery’s 
Full Moon Dinner in 2025, showcasing the vibrant hospitality of a 
generation of long-standing Livermore wineries celebrating milestone 
anniversaries this year. Retzlaff, which marks its 50th anniversary, will 
kick off its 18th annual “Comedy Uncorked” series at 7 p.m. Saturday, 
June 27, to benefit Open Heart Kitchen. See story on page 12. (Photo 
courtesy of Carman Hammond) 

Longtime fairgoer Carlos Cortez shares a moment with Gingersnap the llama at the Alameda County 
Fair petting zoo in Pleasanton. Cortez, who visits from Daly City with his family every year, was among 
the crowds following the fair’s opening on Friday, June 19. The annual event runs Wednesdays through 
Sundays until July 12. (Photo — Kathryn Stroud) 

Downtown Livermore’s Bankhead Plaza fills with music and celebration 
on Saturday, June 20, during the sixth annual Tri-Valley Juneteenth 
Festival. Headlined by The Patton Leatha Band, the event — organized 
by Tri-Valley for Black Lives  — brought the community together 
through music, poetry, and reflection to honor Black history and the 
spirit of freedom. (Photo — Jacob Clouser) 

(See BUDGET, page 6)

By David Jen

TRI-VALLEY — Bay Area 
Rapid Transit (BART) set on 
June 11 its spending plan for the 
coming fiscal year, one that may 
determine the future existence of 
the agency.

In an 8-1 vote, the BART 
Board of Directors adopted a 
budget that will spend almost 
$1.2 billion in the fiscal year be-
ginning July 1. Despite the elim-
ination of 63 full-time positions 
that reduces labor costs by $11 
million and another $18.2 million 
in cuts, operating expenses will 
increase over $57 million com-
pared to the fiscal year that ends 
this month. BART will operate 
at a $275 million annual deficit 

before outside assistance.
“At the end of the day, we 

are a transit system that’s trying 
to move folks around, keep our 
region running, and we do that 
through what we say in our bud-
get,” Director Janice Li said.

The agency’s capital budget 
plans to spend $828 million 
toward infrastructure improve-
ment, most notably for rail cars, 
train-control systems and power 
systems.

Director Liz Ames cast the 
dissenting vote. She criticized 
the budget’s increased operating 
costs and lack of investment 
toward a $1.4 billion backlog of 
needed capital projects.

“You cannot improve reliabil-
ity for our customers if you re-

duce the infrastructure spending, 
which we have for Measure RR,” 
Ames said.

Approved by voters in 2016, 
Measure RR allowed BART to 
issue $3.5 billion in bonds for 
system repairs and upgrades, 
paid for by increased property 
taxes in Alameda, Contra Costa 
and San Francisco counties. As a 
result of the pandemic, reduced 
ridership caused the agency to 
scale back on capital projects, 
and 40% of the bonds’ funds 
remain unspent, according to a 
June 5 report.

Ames pushed to downsize the 
agency. She asked for an organi-
zational chart detailing position 
titles and links to cost centers as 
a first step.

(See MISSION, page 6)

Eligible Students Get Conditional Admission Early

Critics Slam One-Bid Contract to Alter Measure D

Director Ames Casts Lone Dissenting Vote, Blasting Increased Operating Costs

Livermore Wine Community Honors 
Longevity of Many Local Wineries

(See JUNETEENTH, page 10)

(See WINERY, page 8)

Toasting Decades of History, Innovation and Viticulture in the Valley

Reflecting on Freedom and True Meaning of America’s Second Independence Day 
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$1,398,000

4329 Guilford Avenue, Livermore
3 bed, 2 bath, 10,968 lot

Single story classic custom includes
3 car garage with space for pool,

ADU, and/or storage.

ALAMEDACOUNTYFAIR.COM

TICKETS

CONCERT SERIES
Amphitheater

THE MAINETHE BEACH BOYS EN VOGUE

FIREWORKS
SPECTACULAR SHOW

SATURDAY, JULY 4AVAILABLE TO WATCH
FROM 3 LOCATIONS

BIG GAME
WATCH PARTIES

JUNE 26 - 28

MONSTER
TRUCKS

GRANDSTAND

Livermore Council Approves 2025 Water Management Plan
By Vivien Wenneker

LIVERMORE — The Liv-
ermore City Council voted at 
its Monday meeting to adopt 
the City’s 2025 Urban Water 
Management Plan and 2025 
Water Shortage Contingency 
Plan.

The urban water man-
agement plan, orUWMP, 
is a long-term plan that is 
updated and submitted to 
the state every five years. It 
addresses past, current and 
projected water demands, 
water conservation com-
pliance, water resources 
reliability, recycled water 

planning, demand manage-
ment measures, and seismic 
risk assessment.

The 2025 UWMP shows 
that Livermore has a reli-
able water system and is 
taking proactive measures 
to effectively manage that 
system for the benefit of its 
customers, according to a 
June 22 staff report.

The plan projects water 
demand through 2050 based 
on land use across residen-
tial, commercial, industrial, 
and park sectors. Under 
Senate Bill X7-7, Livermore 
has met state conservation 
goals, achieving 190 gallons 

per capita per day (gpcd) in 
2020 — below the 192 tar-
get  — and 184 gpcd in 2025.

Livermore relies entirely 
on the Zone 7 Water Agency 
for water; as such, Zone 7’s 
sources are extremely import-
ant. These include state water 
project imports (52%), Lake Del 
Valle local water and carryover 
(22%) and Livermore Valley 
Groundwater basin (10%). 

Additionally, Zone 7 con-
ducts both short-term and 
long-term reliability assess-
ments to ensure that there’s 
enough water to cover dif-
ferent drought conditions. 
Short-term assessments are 

conducted every year from 
2026 to 2030, whereas long-
term assessments are conduct-
ed at five-year intervals from 
2030 to 2050.

The short-term assessment 
shows that under both normal, 
and single-dry year conditions 
there will be enough water. 
However, in the case of mul-
tiple dry years, if a five-year 
drought starts in 2045 or 2050, 
there will be a 14% and 20% 
shortfall, respectively, during 
the last year of each drought.

“This seems to be a lot, 
but I would like to point out 
that during our 2014 and 2015 
drought, Livermore residents 
were able to save 32% on 
water, so if everybody works 
together, we can work to 
close the gap,” said Janming 
Zhang, technical programs 
manager for the city’s Water 
Resources Division.

Zone 7’s assessments 
show an adequate supply 
through 2040 under various 
conditions, though extended 
droughts beyond 2045 may 
cause shortfalls that would 
have to be mitigated through 
conservation.

Zone 7’s water supply 
will vary from time to time 
depending on the capacity of 
its water sources, as well as its 
operation strategy. The agen-
cy is also pursuing other wa-
ter projects including the Sites 
Reservoir Project, which is 
expected to be fully opera-
tional by 2034, and the Chain 
of Lakes Project, a massive, 
multi-decade undertaking 
with distinct milestones that 

have varying start dates.
Apart from Livermore’s 

reliance on Zone 7, the staff 
report also shows that the city 
maintains a strong recycled 
water program, meeting cur-
rent demand and projecting 
a 25% increase, supported 
by policies requiring its use 
in new developments. Addi-
tional strategies include con-
servation programs, metering, 
pricing, public outreach, and 
system maintenance.

“I am very proud to see 
we’ve met its conservation 
goals,,” said Mayor John 
Marchand. “I’d like to high-
light too that we led the state 
in water conservation during 
the 2014-2016 drought even 
while keeping Lizzie Fountain 
on, so I’m very happy with 
how we’ve managed water 
here in Livermore.”

In terms of preparing for 
future droughts, and other 
water supply shortage events, 
the city updated and adopted 
its Water Shortage Contingen-
cy Plan (WSCP) as part of its 
aforementioned 2025 UWMP.

The purpose of WSCP is 
to identify six stages of water 
shortage and provide corre-
sponding actions. There are 
six standard water shortage 
levels corresponding to pro-
gressively increasing estimat-
ed shortage conditions: up to 
10%, 20%, 30%, 40%, 50%, 
and greater where the annual 
supply projection is more 
than 50% below demand 
projection.

Throughout each stage, 
the city will take different 

measures to reduce water 
demands. One of the most im-
portant and earliest strategies 
is an expanded public educa-
tion and outreach campaign.

During past droughts, 
public information cam-
paigns — such as shared 
websites, development and 
distribution of social media, 
radio advertisements, news-
paper outreach materials, and 
providing recycled water to 
residents for watering land-
scapes — have successfully 
reduced water consumption 
by more than 30%, according 
to the staff report.

A full list of other re-
duction measures, such as 
limiting landscape irrigation 
to specific days and times or 
prohibiting lawn irrigation 
can be found in the Liver-
more Municipal Code, which 
hasn’t changed since the last 
adoption. To learn more about 
the city’s water reduction 
programs, and explore water 
saving tips, visit: https://
www.livermoreca.gov/de-
partments/public-works/wa-
ter-resources.

The Tuesday Tunes concert for June 30 will feature Evan Thomas and the Brotherhood 
with a mix of funk, soul and blues. Sponsored by the Livermore Cultural Arts Council, 
the outdoor concerts are free from 6:45 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. on the Shea Homes Stage 
in downtown Livermore’s Bankhead Plaza. Concertgoers are encouraged to bring 
blankets or lawn chairs and a picnic dinner. Food can also be ordered from nearby 
restaurants. (Photo courtesy of Evan Thomas and the Brotherhood )

DUSD Approves New Superintendent’s Salary
By Sanestina Hunter

DUBLIN —  The Dub-
lin Unified School District 
Board of Trustees approved 
a one-year employment 
agreement for incoming 
Superintendent Matt Camp-
bell, who will assume the 
district’s top leadership role 
July 1 following the retire-
ment of Superintendent 
Chris Funk.

Campbell takes over as 
the district continues to 
navigate fiscal challenges, 
leadership transitions, and 
the aftermath of lengthy 
labor negotiations.

“A key priority during his 
first year will be strength-
ening relationships and re-
building trust across the 
organization following a 
challenging period that in-
cluded complex labor nego-
tiations and significant fiscal 
decisions,” Dublin Unified 
Director of Communica-
tions Chip Dehnert told The 
Independent. 

The contract was ap-
proved in a 4-1 vote during 
the board’s April 28 meet-
ing, with Trustee Gabi 
Blackman casting the lone 
dissenting vote.

The agreement provides 
Campbell an annual salary 
of $351,000. According 
to Board President Kristin 
Speck, Campbell has served 
as acting superintendent 
since June 10 and will con-
tinue in that role through 
June 30, receiving a daily 
stipend of $400.

District officials said the 
one-year term is intended to 
allow the board and Camp-
bell to establish expectations 
and evaluate progress during 
his first year in the position. 
If he receives a satisfactory 
evaluation, the agreement 
could transition into a three-
year contract.

“Evaluations will focus 
on areas including student 
achievement, organization-
al leadership, fiscal man-
agement, employee and 
community engagement, 
implementation of board 
priorities and overall district 
performance,” Dehnert said.

Another major focus will 
be ensuring a smooth leader-
ship transition as Funk and 
Assistant Superintendent 
of Business Services Chris 
Hobbs prepare to retire.

“Dr. Campbell is work-
ing closely with district 
leadership to preserve insti-
tutional knowledge, main-
tain continuity in district 
operations, and ensure that 
key initiatives and services 
continue without disrup-
tion during this period of 

change,” Dehnert said.
Dehnert said Campbell 

also hopes to bring together 
employees, families and 
community members around 
a shared commitment to 
students while creating op-
portunities for collaboration, 
partnership and meaningful 
dialogue.

Campbell has also ex-
pressed a commitment 
to strengthening support 
systems for students with 
a range of academic, so-
cial-emotional and educa-
tional needs.

As the district transitions 
from Valley High School to 
new student-support mod-
els, district leaders said they 
want to ensure students and 
families continue to have 
access to programs, services 
and individualized pathways 
that help students succeed 
and graduate prepared for 
their next chapter.

Dehnert added that Camp-
bell plans to spend time in 
schools and classrooms 
during his first year, meeting 
with students, staff and fami-

lies while building on the dis-
trict’s academic foundation 
and helping position Dublin 
Unified for long-term success 
and sustainability.

Before his appointment, 
Campbell served as assistant 
superintendent of educa-
tional services beginning in 
2019 and also served as in-
terim superintendent during 
a previous district leadership 
transition.

During discussion of the 
contract at the board’s April 
28 meeting, Blackman, who 
cast the lone dissenting 
vote, raised concerns about 
provisions that would have 
allowed the district to cover 
membership dues for certain 
professional and civic or-
ganizations, including the 
Rotary Club of Dublin.

“I do not agree with hav-
ing public funds used to pay 
for a private membership in 
a private club,” Blackman 
said, arguing that the Rota-
ry Club is a private social 
organization rather than an 
educational group.

Campbell said Rotary 

membership has tradition-
ally been part of the su-
perintendent’s community 
engagement role and noted 
that previous Dublin super-
intendents were members of 
the organization.

“I don’t care if the district 
doesn’t pay for it or not. I 
will join the Rotary and pay 
for it,” Campbell said.

Trustees ultimately re-
moved the Rotary Club 
provision before approving 
the agreement. 

Blackman also ques-
tioned language stating the 
contract would be binding 
upon successors, heirs and 
assigns, saying she was 
uncomfortable extending 
contractual obligations be-
yond the individuals directly 
involved in the agreement.

Among the other actions 
approved that evening was a 
1.3% increase to the execu-
tive cabinet salary schedule, 
including assistant superin-
tendents. 

District documents state 
the adjustment reflects exist-
ing contract language tying 
salary increases to either the 
state’s cost-of-living adjust-
ment minus 1% or bargain-
ing-unit increases minus 
1%, whichever is less.

Trustees also approved a 
tentative agreement with the 
California School Employ-
ees Association that includes 
a 2.3% salary increase for 
classified employees and 
increased district contri-
butions toward health and 
welfare benefits. The board 
later approved a similar 2.3% 
increase for leadership and 
unrepresented employees.

Trustee Dan Cherrier cast 
the lone dissenting vote on 
the compensation-related 
items, citing concerns about 
the district’s financial out-
look. He argued the district 
should be cautious about ap-
proving additional salary in-
creases while continuing to 
address budget challenges.

Several public comment-
ers urged trustees to prioritize 
classroom resources, student 
services and school-site fund-
ing as the district continues to 
address budget challenges. 

Some parents and teach-
ers questioned the decision 
to approve salary increases, 
arguing district resources 
should be directed toward 
students and classrooms 
rather than additional com-
pensation for leadership po-
sitions already earning more 
than $200,000 annually.

Dubl in  Ci ty  Coun-
cilmember John Morada 
also called for greater trans-
parency regarding district fi-
nances and criticized recent 

board actions, saying they 
had contributed to declining 
trust within the community. 

He suggested the district 
host a public town hall fo-
cused on budget issues and 
community trust.

 “Let’s hold a public town 
hall focused on financial 
transparency and literacy,” 
Morada said during public 
comment.

Matt Campbell
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PLEASANTON — The Mu-
seum on Main is celebrating 
the growth of cricket in the 
Bay Area with an exhibit, 
“Wicket Crazy: Cricket and 

the Tri-Valley,” that opened 

last week and will run through 
Saturday, Sept. 5. 

The exhibit explores how 
the game is played, the history 
of cricket and the impact that 

the sport is having on the 

community, including dedi-
cated cricket fields at parks 
and schools throughout the 
Bay Area and thousands of 
youths playing in organized 
leagues.  

The San Francisco Uni-
corns of Major League Crick-
et are also playing in their 
fourth season this summer 
with home games at the Oak-
land Coliseum. 

The exhibit will also fea-
ture some of the top cricket 
players from the Tri-Valley, 
including Pleasanton native 
Saanvi Immadi,  who plays 
for the USA national wom-
en’s team. 

The museum, at 603 Main 
St., is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday.  

For more information, go 
to museumonmain.org. 

We extend our heartfelt  thanks to everyone who contr ibuted donations and volunteer hours in 
support  of  the Granada High School  and Livermore High School  Safe and Sober Grad Night 2026
celebrations.

The generosity  and support  of  our community was truly amazing.  Your contr ibutions helped both 
schools provide fun-f i l led,  memorable,  and safe events for our graduating seniors.

We would also l ike to express our s incere appreciat ion to the school  administrat ions,  including Clark
Conover,  Principal  of  Granada High School ,  and Roxana Mohammed, Principal  of  L ivermore High School ,
along with their  support  staff ,  for their  guidance,  encouragement,  and assistance throughout the planning
process.
We are grateful  to the members of  both the Granada High School  and Livermore High School  Safe and Sober
Grad Night Committees,  the Board of  Granada Supporters and the many parent volunteers who generously
shared their  t ime,  talents,  and energy to make these events a success.

Together,  your commitment helped create a safe and memorable celebration for the Class of  2026.

Gold Sponsers 

Green and Black Sponsers 

Alameda County Supervisor's
Office -  David Haubert
Almost Famous Wine Company 
Altamont Cruisers
Board of Supervisors,  District 1
BTC Construction

Chef Rhonda Plummer
Del Valle Winery
DJ Eric Maravilla 
Fremont Bank 

Golden State Cornhole 
Homegrown Hops
Kardy Family 
Livermore Police Department

Livermore Rotary Club
Lucky Supermarket 
Stampede
US Foods 
Wente Winery

3 Steves Winery
Adam J .  Clark Photography
Alcatraz Cruises LLC
Altamont Beer Works
American Paintbal l  Park
Autopia
Bankhead Theater
Bingo 4Chef
Blackhawk Museum
Blue & Gold Fleet
Board & Brush Walnut Creek
Bumbaca Family  
Casa Orozco 
Cato Family  
Chick-f i l -A L ivermore

Costco Wholesale L ivermore
Darcie Kent 
Del ia Bradford Fine Arts
Dena Rooney 
Denica's  L ivermore
doTERRA -  Stacy Thorpe
Dust Bowl Brewery
Earl  Anthony Dubl in Bowl
Espresso Rosetta
Fine Arts  Museums of  SF
First  Street  Alehouse
G & M Farms
Garre Cafe 
Garre Winery 
Gene Morgan Insurance
Gianna Nicole Skin Care
Granada Bowl
Granada Supporters Bingo
Greenberg Family  
Home Depot Livermore
Hop DeVine
Jazzercise Livermore/Dubl in 
Joya Yoga
Kendra Scott  Walnut Creek

Limit less Escape Games Livermore
Litt le  Rae Photography
Livermore Butcher Shop 
Livermore Wine Trol ley
Loard's  Ice Cream Livermore
Local  Tastes of  the City  Tours
Lost  Worlds
Lowe's L ivermore
McGrai l  Vineyards
Meadowlark Dairy L ivermore
Melissa Christ ine Photography
Melo's  Pizza & Pasta Livermore
Monica Si lva
Nal ick Family
Napa Auto Parts  
Nothing Bundt Cakes Dubl in
Oliv ina Ol ive Oi l
Onyx and Mane Pleasanton
Pacif ic  Locomotive Associat ion
Pedego of  L ivermore
PGA Tour Superstore Dubl in
Pinot 's  Palette L ivermore
Ruby Hi l l  Winery
San Francisco Giants

Sauced Livermore
Simply Fondue
Steven Kent Winery
Swir l  on the Square
Terra Mia Ristorante I tal iano
That 's  a Wrap
The Bourbon Pear
The Cheese Parlor 
The Club @ Livermore
The Press L ivermore
Topgolf  San Jose
Trader Joe's  L ivermore
Vine Cinema & Alehouse
Wood Family Vineyards
Woodward Tahoe | Boreal  Mountain
Zachary's  Pizza Pleasanton
Zephyr Gri l l  & Bar
Zhang Family

LLNL Explosives Site Turns 70
By David Jen

LIVERMORE — Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora-
tory (LLNL) celebrated the 
70th anniversary of its Site 
300 location in May with 
an employee appreciation 
day and a family-focused 
open house.

Located in Tracy, 15 
miles east of the main LLNL 
campus, Site 300 hosts fa-
cilities to develop and test 
explosives weighing up to 
132 pounds. Its name harks 
back to the early days of the 
national labs program, when 
Lawrence Berkeley Nation-
al Laboratory in Berkeley 
began as Site 100, LLNL’s 
main campus as Site 200 
and the Tracy campus as 
Site 300.

“Site 300 has done many 
amazing things and been 
very successful over the 
last 70 years,” said Tom 
Grim, deputy manager of 
the Livermore Field Office, 
at the employee event. “But 
the most important thing is 
the work in front of us right 
now and in the future.”

Open house guests toured 
the site’s operations, includ-

ing the firing table, bunker 
and storage magazine of the 
site’s outdoor firing facility.

The campus actually 
passed its 70th birthday 
last fall, but a lapse in 
federal funding delayed 
celebrations.

While the Atomic Energy 
Commission established 
LLNL in 1952 as a nuclear 
weapons design facility, the 
need to test conventional 
high explosives quickly 
arose, with LLNL adminis-
trators writing off Los Al-
amos National Laboratory 
in New Mexico as too far 
away. Fission weapons rely 
on such explosives, ma-
chined into precise shapes, 
to compress the nuclear fuel 
and trigger nuclear fission.

LLNL bought 3,400 
acres of ranch land east of 
Livermore in 1955 and built 
Site 300’s first two buildings 
in 1957 dedicated to the as-
sembly of these explosives. 
The site would expand to 26 
buildings by 1968.

“When the Lab started 
in 1952, we didn’t have our 
own dedicated explosive 
testing facility,” said Brad 
Wallin, deputy director for 

Strategic Deterrence at the 
employee program. “We 
needed to do experiments at 
a rate and with a fidelity that 
we couldn’t do by traveling 
teams back and forth to Los 
Alamos. … Today, Site 300 
is a key part of our national 
security infrastructure.”

The event also opened 
a time capsule from 1980, 
sealed prior to the construc-
tion of the site’s Advanced 
Test Accelerator (ATA), 
a particle accelerator that 
studies the military appli-
cations of electron beams 
through the atmosphere. 
After 45 years underground, 
employees last month un-
earthed 1980s newspapers, 
coins, photographs, fossils 
and ATA information. They 
also buried a new time cap-
sule complete with program 
challenge coins, patches and 
contemporary manufactur-
ing test parts.

The 11-square-mile Site 
300 includes the world’s 
largest indoor firing facil-
ity and the world’s largest 
X-ray machine used to 
capture internal, dynam-
ic details of explosives 
during tests.

Museum Exhibit Celebrates Cricket

The Museum on Main’s new exhibit, “Wicket Crazy: 
Cricket and the Tri-Valley,” explores the history and rapid 
growth of the sport in the Bay Area. The exhibit runs 
through Saturday, Sept. 5, at the museum in Pleasanton. 
(Photo courtesy of Museum on Main) 
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Warehouse Fires: How 
Big Is Too Big?
James Art, Fire Protection 
Engineer, Pleasanton

Should the building have 
been divided by rated fire 
walls into smaller fire ar-
eas?

We are seeing more and 
more huge warehouse fires! 
The Tracy MedLine Fire is 
just one example. Why?

A few words may tell the 
story: “high-piled storage”, 
“plastics”, and one word* 
in the building code.

Modern high-piled stor-
age, including rack storage, 
is a severe fire hazard. Fires 
are difficult to extinguish 
and spread rapidly. Fire 
sprinkler systems have a 
difficult time reaching the 
burning materials, and de-
pend on many things going 
right to Control, (not neces-
sarily Extinguish.) 

If anything goes wrong, 
the system may fail. Fire 
pump failure can mean 
both sprinklers and fire hy-
drants do not work. And the 
whole fire area can become 
involved.

More and more products 

include plastics, which can 
burn fiercely, or the pack-
aging includes plastics. 
Fire involving these are 
much more difficult to ex-
tinguish or control.

*That word is: “unlimit-
ed.” 

The California Building 
Code in many ways is a 
minimum level of safety. 
For fire, the goals include 
reasonable safety to life, 
and preventing a fire from 
involving neighbors. 

Various fire walls are 
specified where buildings 
are close to property lines, 
and to define and limit ar-
eas subject to a fire. Fire 
walls and rated doors are 
also required for exits, in-
cluding some corridors and 
stairwells.

Code Exception:
But IF the building has 

60 feet of open yard space 
to the property line, is 
fire-sprinklered, and meets 
some other conditions, for 
many occupancies, CaFC 
Section 507 allows the area 
to be “unlimited.” The idea 
is just to protect the neigh-
bors, and the protection of 

the property can depend 
on the owner, or the fire 
insurance requirements. 

How big is unlimited?
In this case, too big! 

Data Centers = 1984
Richard Andrews, Livermore

Yes, it would be conve-
nient to be able to get all 
the information I needed 
on virtually any subject, 
and perhaps having some 
public information avail-
able for personal use or 
reference.

But anyone who thinks 
the tradeoff of having gov-
ernment and billionaire 
marketers know all about 
you, and controlling vir-
tually every aspect of our 
lives, is a total fool. Mega 
corporations and many ne-
farious groups salivate at 
the idea of controlling us. 

And if you’ve read 1984, 
you’ll understand just what 
a horror you will unleash 
for the sake of convenience.

 We do NOT need this. 
Science has lots of comput-
ers, as does medical infor-
mation banks. But the very 
idea that someone as poten-
tially evil as Darth Vader... 
er, I mean Elon Musk, is in 
charge is as bad as it gets. 
NO on this idea.

Are We Leaving Our 
Own Children Behind? 
Robin Berightthereill, 
Livermore

Across America, many 
young adults are strug-
gling to find meaningful 
employment despite do-
ing everything they were 
told would lead to success. 
They studied hard, earned 
college degrees, and often 
accumulated substantial 
student debt. Yet many are 
finding it difficult to secure 
jobs in the fields for which 
they trained.

My own family has expe-
rienced this firsthand. My 
son graduated with a com-
puter science degree from 
a university in Los Angeles 
four years ago. The cost 
of his education exceed-
ed $350,000. Despite his 
qualifications and determi-
nation, he has struggled to 
find stable employment in 
his field.

His story is not unique. 
Many recent graduates are 
moving back home, delay-
ing marriage, postponing 
homeownership, and strug-

gling to achieve financial 
independence.

This reality has fueled 
debate about the H-1B 
visa program, which al-
lows employers to hire 
foreign workers when qual-
ified Americans cannot be 
found. While the program 
serves an important pur-
pose, many Americans are 
asking whether it is being 
used as originally intended.

Supporters argue that 
foreign workers provide 
specialized skills and help 
companies remain com-
petitive. Critics question 
whether some employers 
favor visa holders because 
they may accept lower 
wages or have fewer em-
ployment options.

America has benefited 
greatly from talented in-
dividuals who come from 
around the world to study, 
work, and contribute to our 
society. At the same time, 
we must ensure that Amer-
ican graduates have a fair 
opportunity to compete for 
jobs in their own country.

The future of our chil-
dren and grandchildren 
depends on the decisions 
we make today. This is not 
simply a political issue—it 
is an economic and family 
issue. It is time for an hon-
est conversation about how 
to create greater opportuni-
ties for American workers 
while maintaining a strong 
and competitive economy.

Iran
Rich Buckley, Livermore 

I see reports that Irani-
ans are dying because they 
have no drinking water; not 
because we bombed wa-
ter reservoirs, but because 
their reservoirs have dried 
up. What happens next: I 
see multi-national orga-
nized humanitarian effort 
to get drinking water to ev-
ery household coupled with 
an intense PR campaign 
so each Iranian citizen re-
alizes the outside world 
is working to help them 
survive peacefully, even 
as internal Iranian factions 
are attempting to block 
this truth. The intense PR 
program could be deliv-
ered in several ways. The 
manner that comes to mind 
is to bomb Iran with drink-
ing water bottles that can 
be hand carried, that carry 
labels explaining where 

the water came from, who 
delivered it, and why; the 
IRCG would not be able to 
deny what the bottle labels 
say. Different waves of bot-
tle bombings could carry 
important new messages, 
creating humane desired 
outcomes.

Arguments for the Sake 
of Community
Patricia Munro, Livermore

Jews are famously a peo-
ple that argue. Two Jews, 
three opinions is not a joke; 
it’s a way of life that is ex-
pressed explicitly in the 
Talmud, the central text of 
Rabbinic Judaism, consist-
ing of around 2.5 million 
words on almost 3,000 pag-
es and in 63 books. In this 
form of argument, the point 
is not to win, but to learn 
from the other “for the sake 
of Heaven.” In other words, 
arguing itself, no matter 
how loudly, is sacred be-
havior and both sides of a 
dispute can be “words of 
the Living God.”

In our ongoing state of 
political polarization and 
purity posturing, we could 
use a dose of arguing, not 
for “the sake of Heaven,” 
but for the sake of commu-
nity, whether that commu-
nity be city, state, or nation. 

Societies are constantly 
balancing two competing 
interests: those of indi-
vidual entities and those 
of the whole community. 
Each has rights; each has 
responsibilities. In the ide-
al world, our two parties, 
Democratic and Republi-
can, tend toward one side 
or the other. Democrats 
tend to believe that if we 
make societies better, indi-
viduals will thrive. Repub-
licans tend to believe that if 
we make individual’s lives 
better, societies will thrive. 
In reality, both matter. 

We are very much not in 
an ideal world; quite the 
opposite. Which makes en-
gaging in the argument for 
the sake of community all 
the more important. What 
does that mean? Choos-
ing a side—individual or 
community—and finding a 
partner to argue with and 
learn from. Because both 
individuals and communi-
ties need advocates; neither 
can stand alone. 

Christian Deep Culture 
Ananth Sethuraman, 
Livermore

A reader named Julie 
Wild wrote a letter titled 
“Here are the Receipts” 
and this paper published it 
on June 18, 2026. Wild’s 
letter speaks mostly of 
Hinduism, but inserts a 
reference to Christian Na-
tionalism at one place. 
Why speak of Christian 
Nationalism? Why not 
Christian Deep Culture? 
The former term estab-
lishes a frenemy relation. 
The latter term seeks to 
understand that the cul-
ture of any country is like 
an old house. Christianity 
shaped the culture of the 
West; our generation lives 
in that house. It is a func-
tioning old house, though 
many of our generation are 
not practicing Christians. 
“Hindu nationalists” who 
are dissatisfied with intel-
ligentsia prefer the term 
Christian Deep Culture to 
Christian Nationalism.

The Indian traditions do 
try to persuade Muslim 
and Christian theologians 
to drop the teaching that 
the Devil invented the In-
dian traditions. (This is 
why religious freedom is 
a sore point.) One such at-
tempt took place in the UN 
Millennium Peace Summit 
in 2000. We were able to 
persuade the future Pope 
Benedict (he was a cardinal 
then) to sign an agreement 
that Catholics would use 
the term “mutual respect” 
even for practices such as 
idol worship. Sadly, the 
Catholic Church super-
seded that agreement with 
Dominus Iesus which re-
stored the status quo after 
a month. 

Progressives do not ac-
knowledge efforts at this 
level. Their comfort zone is 
frenemy relations.

Election Oversight
Samuel Warner, Pleasanton

Can we please have a 
neutral party oversee our 
upcoming elections? Ev-
eryone is so scared of voter 
fraud; we should have an 
overseer (outside of this 
country) monitor, to be sure 
it is not rigged. I, for one, 
want to also be sure that the 
party who continuously lies 

MAILBOX

EDITORIAL
Board’s Move to Award Contract Must Be Reversed

The Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors recently approved a 
single-bid consulting contract to 
TeamCivX LLC. The contract calls 
for the company to provide polling 
and other services, presumably 
with the intent of placing a ballot 
measure on the November ballot. 

And that ballot measure would 
give the board the authority to 
change the county’s general plan, 
including land use designations, 
without putting those changes on 
a ballot. 

Measure D, enacted in 2000, re-
quires the public to approve changes 
to land use outside the urban limits 
of cities in Alameda County. Open 
space protection outside our urban 
growth boundaries would be lost.

The board members voting for 
the contract (David Haubert, Nate 
Miley and Elisa Marquez) stated 
that they awarded the contract with-
out going through the competitive 
bidding process, because it was too 
close to the filing deadline for the 
November ballot. 

That’s a weak excuse. The timing 
of elections and filing deadlines is 
well-known, and the board had plen-

ty of time before now to go through 
the normal course of soliciting 
competitive bids. Instead, this begs 
the question as to whether the board 
members had a specific consultant 
in mind for this project, one who 
would slant the questions to secure 
an intended response.

Given how contentious amending 
zoning ordinances is, any decisions 
awarding public funds needs to be 
completely above-board, without 
any hint of political favoritism. 
Therefore, the board should cancel 
the contract and re-open the contract 
to competitive bidding, as the law 
requires.

If someone objects, saying that 
this would preclude putting a mea-
sure on the November ballot, so be 
it. The supervisors had time, but 
opted for an accelerated schedule 
with less oversight instead. 

The substance of the potential 
ballot measure is also troubling. 
Instead of placing a specific alter-
ation to zoning use for specific areas 
on the ballot — say, to allow our 
struggling wineries to build larger 
or more restaurants on their proper-
ties to bring in tourist dollars — the 

ballot measure would simply give 
the board of supervisors the power 
to alter anything in the general plan 
as they see fit, without a public vote, 
constraining Measure D.

That’s an end-run around the 
public processes that were put in 
place 25 years ago to protect our 
area’s open spaces. It’s similar to 
what the Dublin City Council did 
in the run-up to the 2024 election, 
when they put Measure II on the 
ballot to give themselves the power 
to annex property outside the city’s 
urban limit line — specifically the 
Crosby family property — so they 
could develop it. The annexation 
itself wasn’t on the ballot; instead, 
there was a misleadingly worded 
measure that made unsupported 
claims about traffic and environ-
mental impacts. But the measure 
would have freed the city’s hand to 
pursue a policy without further pub-
lic review. (The measure passed, but 
was later overturned by a judge for 
failing to comply with the California 
Environmental Quality Act.)

Politicians in California have 
long faced extreme pressure from 
real estate developers to build 

sprawling suburbs that the state has 
become known for. Here in Alameda 
County, we took a significant step 
to regain control of that process, so 
developers would not have a free 
hand to build all the way out into 
the Central Valley. 

That step was Measure D. And 
since 2000, Measure D has done 
what it was supposed to, and pre-
served our unique character, espe-
cially here in the Tri-Valley. The 
fight to keep the county in that state 
is ongoing, and will last as long as 
there are political forces that would 
sacrifice our environment for short-
term profits.

So if the Board of Supervisors 
really wants to overturn Measure 
D and allow rampant development, 
they should just say so, so voters 
won’t be fooled about what’s at 
stake. If the board’s intention is 
more limited, then the board should 
pursue something that doesn’t open 
the door to a land grab.

Either way, the process the board 
has followed needs to start over, 
this time with full transparency and 
maintain voter control of our open 
space.
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and cheats is sure to be ac-
countable. I am not talking 
about trying to intimi-
date voters from getting a 
chance to vote; but a third, 
neutral agency overseeing 
the entire process. Maybe 
it would be in our ex-allies’ 
best interest to step up and 
ensure that Americans have 
a legitimate election? 

Upon researching “elec-
tion monitoring”, I dis-
covered that: “Election 
monitoring involves the 
observation of an elec-
tion by one or more inde-
pendent parties, typically 
from another country or 
from a non-governmental 
organization, such as the 
Organization of American 
States, the Organization 
for Security and Co-opera-
tion in Europe (OSCE), the 
European Union, the Com-
monwealth Secretariat, the 
Council of Europe, and the 
African Union, who all reg-
ularly deploy monitoring 
teams. Individual govern-
ments also participate in 
monitoring efforts, general-
ly under the umbrella of an 
international organization.”

So, how do we make this 
happen?

Some keep claiming the 
2020 elections were rigged, 
although evidence proved 
otherwise. Well, let’s get 
some evidence (or proof) 
for any future accusations!

When the Word “Peace” 
is Rendered Hollow
Greg Scott, Livermore

We in the United States 
mouth and memorialize the 
word “peace” in self-delu-
sion, especially in the later 
twenty-twenties. We care 
little in practice  — physi-
cally, emotionally, politi-
cally, militarily, economi-
cally, and spiritually — for 
the slaughters, sufferings, 
displacements, and general 
immiserations in the world, 
though we tell ourselves 
differently — or we are ap-
athetic, and tell ourselves 
nothing in these regards. 
If otherwise, would they 
be occurring to the extent 
they are? Our created re-
ality (or is Sapolsky right, 
and there’s no free will?) 
seems to be a hybrid be-
tween George Orwell’s 
“1984” (1949), where he 
wrote, “WAR IS PEACE” 
and “IGNORANCE IS 
STRENGTH,” and Ald-
ous Huxley’s “Brave New 
World” (1932), where all 
is well with the happiness 
drug, Soma. Huxley was 
greatly astonished by the 
interim societal changes 
before “Brave New World 
Revisited” (1958).

Our times rhyme with 
then-British Prime Minis-
ter Neville Chamberlain’s 
comment of “Peace in our 
time,” on 9/30/1938, after 
ceding the Sudetenland of 
Czechoslovakia to Hitler 
and the Nazis in the Mu-
nich Agreement. Were the 
winds of Kristallnacht not 
in the air for the British and 
U.S. leadership and public? 

Who cared, as Britain pro-
moted Zionism to shift the 
tide of Jews to Palestine; 
and British and U.S. banks, 
and the Bank of Interna-
tional Settlements (Basel, 
Switzerland) continued to 
finance Nazi Germany?

The ‘Soma’, more than 
ever out of fear in the new 
millennium, is our condi-
tioning of fealty to pow-
er and money that denies 
effective solutions. Not 
helpful either is the general 
public’s media, technology, 
and financial illiteracy. Are 
we zombies to fate?

The comfortable seek 
personal peace no matter 
the societal degradation. 
There is no overall peace 
in this, for a global cathar-
sis awaits. Want worships 
power and greed. Needs 
become neglected. Power 
eats its tail seeking more 
power — peace and empa-
thy be damned. 

District 14 Needs 
Someone to Represent 
Everyone
Vijay Mishra, Dublin

Lived in Bay Area 23 
years, haven’t seen any-
thing like the “Here Are the 
Receipts” letter from 6/18. 
Let’s address some of the 
misleading information. 
Regarding the reference 
to VHPA, see www.new-
indiaabroad.com/english/
opinion/it-is-time-to-stop-
cleaning-the-mirror-and-
confront-the-dust-on-ones-
own-face. Regarding the 
RSS and US Commission 
on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF), please 
see USCIRF’s 2026 An-
nual Report and see ALL 
their Countries of Par-
ticular Concern, Special 
Watch List Countries, and 
Entities of Particular Con-
cern. Regarding caste dis-
crimination as described 
by the leading vote-getter 
in the California District 14 
primary, please see www.
instagram.com/reel/DYk-
nf-WvcFB/. Regarding 
the related Cisco case, see 
castegate.org.

I just cherry-picked spe-
cific info from the internet. 
Others with opposing views 
have done the same. The 
reality is this: District 14 is 
filled with people (White, 
Black, Hispanic (of all rac-
es), Asian, etc.) and many 
religions (Christian, Mus-
lim, Jewish, Sikh, Hindu, 
Buddhist, agnostic, atheist, 
etc). The vast majority of 
people in all these groups 
are good family-centric, 
law-abiding, tax-paying 
people. Only a very small 
minority of each group en-
gages in bad behavior. The 
Muslim community in par-
ticular has had to deal with 
Islamophobia in this coun-
try. Bad people repeatedly 
say “sharia” or “terrorism”, 
then with a knowing smile 
say it doesn’t have anything 
to do with Islam. Those ac-
cusers know exactly what 
they’re doing: they are de-
monizing an entire good 
Muslim community for the 

acts of a tiny few, and that 
is unfair.

So is saying “Hindu su-
premacist” and “Hindu 
version of the KKK” and 
repeatedly referring to 
Hindus for Human Rights 
(which is actually an an-
ti-Hindu group: don’t be 
fooled).

Regardless of your ethnic 
or religious background in 
California District 14, we 
need someone to represent 
everyone, who does not ap-
pear to have animosity to 
some groups and divide us. 
Unfortunately, the leading 
vote-getter and her support-
ers use inflammatory rheto-
ric and divide us. Please 
vote wisely.

Welcome to Trump 
World: Powerful Women 
Need Not Apply
Rosario Milelli, Pleasanton

Welcome to Trump 
World, where every strong 
woman must either praise 
Donald Trump or be put in 
her place.

His latest performance 
came after he claimed Ital-
ian Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni “begged” him for 
a picture. Meloni, one of 
Europe’s most powerful 
conservative leaders, said 
the story was completely 
invented. Her answer was 
better than his insult: “Nei-
ther I nor Italy ever beg.”

That is the pattern. 
Trump does not simply dis-
agree with powerful wom-
en. He diminishes them.

Hillary Clinton became 
a “nasty woman.” Nikki 
Haley became “birdbrain.” 
Female reporters who press 
him too hard become “nas-
ty,” “stupid,” “aggressive,” 
or told to sit down. Letitia 
James and Fani Willis were 
attacked not because they 
were weak, but because 
they had authority over 
him. E. Jean Carroll was 
smeared after a jury found 
Trump liable for sexual 
abuse and defamation.

This is not strength. It 
is insecurity dressed up as 
dominance.

Trump loves women 
who applaud, pose, flatter, 
or stay silent. But when 
a woman questions him, 
prosecutes him, defeats him 
in court, interviews him too 
aggressively, or refuses to 
play the admiring extra in 
his movie, the mask drops.

And now we are sup-
posed to believe that Gior-
gia Meloni, a sitting prime 
minister, begged Donald 
Trump for a souvenir photo 
like a fan at a golf resort? 

Welcome to Trump 
World: where Putin gets re-
spect, dictators get compli-
ments, and powerful wom-
en get insults.

After Access Hollywood, 
E. Jean Carroll, the Epstein 
shadow, and years of pub-
lic humiliation aimed at 
women who dared to stand 
upright, the real mystery 
is not why Trump behaves 
this way.

The mystery is why any 
woman still supports him.

Bring ICE to Dublin! 
John Lahommedieu, Dublin

Bring ICE to Dublin! In 
retort to Michele Brynju-
lson’s letter last week, she 
does not support I.C.E in 
Dublin? Why? What she 
never mentions in her letter 
is the forgotten victims of 
crimes by Illegals. In fact, 
her letter really does not 
make a whole lot of sense 
in opposition. For me, I 
hope the government builds 
the biggest incarceration 
center in the nation here in 
Dublin. We must end the 
needless tragic killings and 
crimes against American 
citizens by these Illegals 
who Biden and Obama wel-
comed to our country like 
a cancer. Perhaps if Ms. 
Michele had remembered 
Pleasanton resident Kar-
en Steinle along with the 
countless other American 
victims of crimes brought 
upon them by illegals, she 
would welcome the agen-
cy of ICE, who by law are 
here to enforce immigration 
laws. One has to wonder, if 
a family member of Ms. 
Michele’s were a victim of 
crime by an Illegal, would 
she be touting the same 
rhetoric? Of course not. It’s 
time to end the BS and start 
prosecuting sheriffs and jail 
commanders who refuse to 
work with ICE; also the 
same must be said for any 
and all politicians who re-
sist working with ICE. Any 
politician who refuses to 
work with and or hinders 
ICE in any way shape or 
fashion shall be removed 
from office and prosecuted. 
Citizens who put illegals 
before fellow Americans 
should be called out as 
well. Enough is enough; 
and it’s time to take care 
of our own backyard. To 
the city of Dublin, please 
welcome I.C.E. They do a 
great job, often criticized 
needlessly for simply doing 
their job. It takes brave men 

and women to protect and 
serve; support them, do not 
fight them.

The Same Scenario
Frank Cannella, Livermore 

The famous Peanuts 
comic strip featured an 
ongoing struggle between 
Charlie Brown trying to 
kick a football held by 
Lucy.  As Charlie ran to-
wards the football, Lucy 
would invariably move it at 
the last second and Charlie 
would fall on his back.  As I 
write this on Saturday June 
20th, we are witnessing a 
far more tragic version of 
the scenario.  The football 
is peace in the Middle East 
and it’s being held by Iran, 
and of course the kicker is 
the world’s worst diplomat, 
President Trump.  At this 
moment, the memorandum 
of understanding scheduled 
to have begun yesterday 
has already been broken.  
And let us remember, the 
MOU was an agreement 
to stop shooting each other 
so that the strait of Hormuz 
could open while 60 days 
of negotiations towards a 
lasting peace go on.  I won-
der how many times the 

football will get moved.  
And would someone please 
tell me ONE SINGLE thing 
the Iranians have given up 
thus far to even agree to 
the MOU in the first place?  
Before Israel and the U.S. 
began their tactically su-
perior attack on Iran, the 
Strait was open and the 
Iranians were led by a re-
ligious fanatic.  The mas-
sive tactical approach has 
proven to be strategically 
worthless.  Today the Strait 
is closed, and Iran is led by 
a religious fanatic. 

Well, at least Trump 
cleaned up the pond in 
Washington D.C.  Two 
days ago, he was quoted 
as saying it was “crystal 
clear”.  You bet. 

MAILBOX
(Continued from page 4)

Livermore police officers connect with local youth during a past National Night Out 
event. The Livermore Police Department is encouraging residents to register their 
neighborhoods for this year’s event, scheduled for Tuesday, Aug. 4, to help strengthen 
community partnerships. (File photo — Doug Jorgensen) 

Enjoy the poetry of a 

THOUGHTFULLY 
COMPOSED LIFE.

Enjoy a more artful way of living.  
Only at The Whitford.

The-Whitford.com | 925.230.3059

There’s a certain beauty in living where every detail feels 

intentional. At The Whitford, elegant surroundings, 

curated experiences, and attentive service come together 

to create days that feel unhurried, connections that feel 

genuine, and a life that feels exceptional.

Don’t miss the opportunity to be among the first to 

experience this elevated approach to retirement living. The 

Whitford is taking shape now and will open later this year.

THE WHITFORD
Inspired Senior Living

5751 Arnold Road  |  Dublin, CA 94568  |  The-Whitford.com  |  925.230.3059
SENIOR LIVING    ASSISTED LIVING    MEMORY CARE

925-577-6864
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MISSION
(Continued from front page )

BUDGET
(Continued from front page )

From left, Pacific Chamber Orchestra (PCO) musicians Leslie Chin and Cybele 
D’Ambrosio appear with Music Director Lawrence Kohl in back. The nonprofit PCO is 
currently expanding its programming and seeking a part-time administrative director 
to oversee operations and concert promotion. (Photo courtesy of PCO)

READER SNAPSHOTS
Share Your Best Shot

We are looking for local photos to feature in The Independent’s new Reader 
Snapshots section. Whether it’s a beautiful moment, a slice of Tri-Valley life or 

something that made you smile, we want to see it. Email your image, full name, city 
of residence and a brief caption to editor@independentnews.com for a chance to be 

featured in an upcoming issue.

Art Gallery Sponsored by

2250 First St., Livermore

&

Presenting the newest etching pieces 
embedded in a retrospective of oil and 

graphite works.

FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Oratoria
A New Art Exhibit
by Leonardo Cuervo�

FRIDAY, JUNE 26TH 6 - 8 PM
&

SATURDAY, JUNE 27TH 6 - 8PM

Gallery Hours

Final Weekend!

The Pacific Chamber Orchestra 
Seeks Part-Time Admin Director
LIVERMORE  — Pacific 
Chamber Orchestra (PCO) 
is looking to fill a newly 
created, part-time position 
of administrative director.

The PCO search com-
mittee said it is seeking a 
“strong generalist to provide 
administrative leadership 
focusing on concert promo-
tion and development with 
community engagement and 
operational oversight.”

Music Director Law-
rence Kohl noted that since 
the pandemic the nonprofit 
organization “has expand-
ed our Classics Concerts 
and educational programs, 
added a family holiday 
concert, brought emerging 
young American composers 
from across the country to 
California and established a 
major community fundrais-
ing event.”

PCO is a resident compa-
ny at the Bankhead Theater 
in Livermore and also per-
forms in Lafayette and other 
Bay Area venues.

The position will require 
20 to 25 hours per week, 
with annual compensation 
of $25,000 to $30,000, ac-
cording to the PCO website.

To apply for the position, 
or for more information, go to 
pacificchamberorchestra.org.

in support of the contract. 
Supervisor Lena Tam vot-
ed against it and Super-
visor  Nikki  For tunato 
Bas abstained.  Money 
from Haubert’s District 
1 ,  which includes  the 
Tri-Valley, will fund the 
contract.

Kelly Abreu of Mis-
sion Peak Conservancy, 
which advocates for re-
gional parks in Alameda 
County, said in a June 6 
email to the board that 
the county should not 
have deviated from the 
county’s competitive bid 
process when it awarded 
the contract.

The board’s vote in-
cluded a waiver of the 
competitive process. The 
county only received one 
bid during the three-week 
request period: the one 
from TeamCivX. County 
staff reasoned that fur-
ther bids were unlikely 
to come, and an August 
deadline to finalize a bal-
lot measure for this year’s 
election created enough 
urgency to sidestep the 
normal process.

But Abreu asked why 
the county simply didn’t 
start the process earli-
er. He wrote, “That ur-
gency was ent i re ly  of 
CDA’s (the Community 
Development Agency’s) 
and GSA’s (the General 
Services Agency’s) own 
making. The November 
2026 ballot deadline has 
been fixed by statute for 
years.”

Abreu ci ted a s imi-
lar request for campaign 
analysis services from 
2025, in which the county 
worked under the same 
ballot deadlines yet fol-
lowed its standard pro-
curement process, — in-
cluding newspaper adver-
tisements, public posting, 
vendor outreach, public 
conference and committee 
evaluation — without any 
claims of urgency.

“Had CDA or GSA ini-
tiated a formal solicitation 

in January 2026, as they 
should have, given the 
known ballot calendar, 
there would have been 
ample time to comply with 
(the county administrative 
code),” Abreu wrote.

While Haubert’s office 
had not formally respond-
ed  to  Miss ion  Peak’s 
emai l  when this  s tory 
went to press, Chief of 
Staff Shawn Wilson told 
The Independent, “Our 
county policies and pro-
cedures allow the board 
to exercise a sole source 
contract if only one bid is 
received.”

Whi l e  t he  measu re 
has helped preserve open 
space over the past 25 
years,  members of the 
agricultural community 
have blamed it for sti-
fling parts of the Tri-Val-
ley  economy,  such  as 
the struggling Livermore 
Valley wine region. The 
TeamCivX contract will 
study voter sentiment of 
a transfer of Measure D 
authority to the board of 
supervisors.

“The wine region of 
East County is dying,” 
Haubert said just before 
the contract vote. “I will 
not have the death of the 
wine region on my hands, 
because we can only have 
one restaurant that pre-
dates Measure D in all of 
East County.”

Glenn Kirby, a retired 
county planning commis-
sioner and resident of Hay-
ward, supported Mission 
Peak’s criticisms, calling 
any urgency a “self-created 
time constraint that they 
used to justify circumvent-
ing the normal competitive 
bid (request for proposal) 
process.”

Kirby, who chaired the 
commission when Mea-
sure D went before voters, 
also took issue with using 
public funds for campaign 
services.

“The idea that county 
money, especially from a 
fund that’s not that trans-

parent, could be used to 
hire a vendor to essentially 
nullify or weaken Measure 
D really irritated me,” Kir-
by said. “That’s just not a 
good use of public funds.”

Miley pointed out that 
the polling process can 
be lengthy. By the time 
the board receives the 
results, it could be the 
end of July leaving less 
than six weeks to qualify 
a measure for the Novem-
ber ballot.

“As far as I know, the 
board has not voted on 
a ballot measure. This is 
just basically a study to 
determine whether or not 
we should move ahead,” 
Miley said,  noting the 
tight timeline. “I just want 
everyone to know there’s 
been no vote to put this 
on a ballot measure for 
November.”

Mission Peak has asked 
the board to reject the 
polling services contract 
and explain why a bid-
ding process was started 
when the standard process 
timeline was already “im-
possible.”The community 
group Friends of Liver-
more also questioned the 
use of public funds to pos-
sibly change Measure D.

D i c k  S c h n e i d e r ,  a 
member of  Fr iends of 
Livermore, offered oth-
er reasons for opposing 
changes to Measure D.  
“As Supervisor Lena Tam 
noted, the amendments to 
Measure D approved by 
the voters in 2022 have 
not been given sufficient 
time to work, to which we 
would add, neither have 
the amendments to the 
South Livermore Valley 
Area Plan adopted by the 
Board of Supervisors in 
2025,” he added. “With-
out  consensus moving 
forward, any measure to 
weaken Measure D’s open 
space and agricultural land 
protections will be vigor-
ously opposed by voters 
throughout the county.”

BART c r i t i c s  have 
pointed to poor financial 
management, such as a 
64% increase in labor ex-
penses between 2020 and 
2026 even as ridership 
plummeted, a labor in-
crease of $376 million.
But the other directors fo-
cused on recent upticks in 
ridership and commended 
BART staff for the budget 
iterations leading up to the 
final version.

“I believe this budget 
sets us up for success,” 
Director Victor Flores said. 
“The ridership, customer 
surveys and (quarterly per-
formance reports) show the 
significant improvements 
that BART is making, and 
we still have more im-
provements that are com-
ing down the pike.”

Board President Melissa 
Hernandez, who represents 
the Tri-Valley, added her 
vote of confidence that the 
ridership numbers would 
continue rising.

“I really, truly believe 

that the people do want 
to make and see BART 
become and be successful 
in the future,” Hernandez 
said.

To close its deficit, the 
budget plans to carry for-
ward $52.4 million in Sen-
ate Bill 125 funds, borrow 
$88.5 million and collect 
an initial $74.4 million 
for the partial first year 
from a regional sales tax 
increase that voters have 
yet to approve. A change 
in accounting methods will 
allow the agency to show 
an additional $59.7 million 
in the coming fiscal year.

Should the sales-tax 
measure fail to pass this 
November,  BART will 
pursue an alternate budget 
strategy that may involve 
permanent station closures, 
including the complete 
elimination of the Blue 
Line, which serves the 
Tri-Valley.

Even with success at 
the ballots — which would 
eventually bring over $300 

million in full-year reve-
nue once completely im-
plemented — projections 
estimate continued oper-
ating deficits ranging from 
$28 million to $57 million 
annually over the next five 
years.

But others have crit-
icized BART for failing 
to come to terms with 
its lower, post-pandemic 
ridership. Former State 
Sen. Steve Glazer told The 
Independent this past April 
that instead of scaling back 
schedules and staffing to 
adapt to the new normal, 
BART has done the op-
posite by hiring more, 
increasing their labor costs 
by $100 million in the past 
five years.

“While  r idership  is 
down 50%, overall expens-
es are up 43% in the past 
three years,” Glazer said. 
“That, to me, shows me 
that BART is not making 
any of the hard decisions 
to financially right-size the 
agency.”

Livermore High School Grads to 
Celebrate 50-Year Class Reunion
LIVERMORE — The Liv-
ermore High School (LHS) 
classes of 1976 and 1977 
will celebrate their 50-Year 
reunions on Friday, Sept. 25, 
and Saturday, Sept. 26, with 
events open to alumni and 
their guests.

The weekend will begin 
with alumni attending the 
LHS homecoming football 
game against Hayward High 
School.

Former homecoming 
queens Ralana Meyers-Bou-
lay, Class of ‘76, and Barba-
ra Foreman Stisser, Class of 

‘77, will be in attendance, 
according to the reunion 
planning committee.

On Saturday morning, 
alumni can choose between 
a “Blast from the Past” 
tour of the Livermore High 
School led by Class of 1974 
alumni and former LHS 
coach Rex Anderson or a 
nine-hole scramble tourna-
ment at Poppy Ridge Golf 
Course.

The 50-year Reunion 
Dinner and Dance will be 
held in the Cresta Blanca 
Ballroom at the Robert Liv-

ermore Community Center 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. on 
Saturday night.

Dinner will be catered 
by Strizzi’s Restaurant with 
Dan Wood, Class of ‘76, 
serving as master of cere-
monies.

The  commit tee  has 
blocked rooms for the re-
union at the Double Tree 
by Hilton, Hawthorn Suites 
by Wyndham and the Court-
yard by Marriott.

To RSVP, or for more in-
formation, go to lhs50thre-
union.netlify.app.
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LIVERMORE — The city’s 
first “pump track” opened 
last week adjacent to the 
Sunken Gardens Skate Park 
with a ribbon cutting and 
remarks by Mayor John 
Marchand and Phil Pierpont, 
chair of the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District 
(LARPD).

LARPD said the Sunken 
Gardens Pump Track, 3800 
Pacific Ave., “was developed 
in response to community in-
terest in expanding opportu-
nities for outdoor recreation 
and wheeled sports.”

A pump track is a con-
crete circuit of wavelike 
“rollers,” flat “tabletops” 
and banked corners that 
allow riders to build mo-
mentum through an up-
and-down movement of the 
body, known as pumping, 
rather than pushing or ped-
aling. 

The track is designed 
for bicycles, skateboards, 
scooters and roller skates.

"This project shows what 
can happen when a commu-
nity comes together around 
a shared vision," Pierpont 
said. "From the earliest 
public discussions to the rid-
ers, families, advocates and 
community members who 
supported it along the way, 
this pump track was shaped 
by the community and built 
for the community.”

LARPD said hundreds 
of residents and community 
leaders attended the ribbon 
cutting, while Mike Ralph, 
an LARPD Foundation 
trustee who advocated for 
development of the pump 
track, took a ceremonial first 
bike ride around the circuit. 

The $1.7 million project 
also included ADA-acces-
sible pathways, synthetic 
turf, and shaded seating and 
gathering areas for families 
and visitors. The project was 
funded through Livermore’s 
Park In-lieu development 
impact fee. 

PUSD
(Continued from front page )

One Night Only

AT THE BANKHEAD
A FUNDRAISER FOR LIVERMORE VALLEY ARTS

OPENING NIGHT
SATURDAY,  AUGUST 29,  2026 |  5  PM

An incredible concert. 
                                      A lively after-party. 
                                                                          A meaningful cause.

Join us for our biggest fundraiser of the year featuring
four-time Grammy Award winner Lyle Lovett. Enjoy
tapas-style bites, a welcome beverage, exciting live &
silent auction packages, and opportunities to support
Arts Education programs.

Then celebrate on the Bankhead Plaza for an after-
party with live music from Matt Axton and dancing
under the stars.       Celebrate. Connect. Give Back.

ON SALE NOW!
LivermoreArts.org | 925.373.6800

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
Jean King | Denise Watkins | Jean Shuler

Award-Winning
Grammy Artist

Lyle Lovett

Creek H ill Farm

������������
������������������

���������������
�������
�

	���
�
�
�������
��

�
�������

WINE TASTING AND 
PICNIC TABLE RESERVATIONS 

FRI 12pm - 4:30pm, SAT, SUN & MON 12pm - 4:30pm

LIVE MUSIC AND FOOD VENDORS
FRIDAYS 5pm 8pm & SAT/SUN 12pm to 4:30pm

WINE DOWN FRIDAY - HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 12pm - 8pm
$10 GLASS, $20 FLIGHTS, $10 MIMOSAS  & WINE SPECIALS

 

 

Make your online reservations at
reservations@retzlaffwinery.com

1606 Holmes Street
Livermore CA 94550

$1
Off10%
or

Your Order
(whichever 
is greater)

6:30am-2:00pm Daily

925-409-2615925-409-2615
BubbsBagels.com

Livermore ‘Pump 
Track’ Now Open

A young rider tries out Livermore’s brand-new Sunken 
Gardens Pump Track following its official opening last 
week. (Photo courtesy of LARPD)

admission requirements and 
communicates directly with 
(them).”

The agreement follows 
the statewide expansion of 
the program through Senate 
Bill 640.

The legislation, which 
took effect Jan. 1, 2026, 
expanded the initiative after 
a successful pilot in River-
side County and established 
direct admissions as a per-
manent strategy within the 
CSU system. The law also 
extended the CSU Transfer 
Success Pathway program 
through the 2035-2036 aca-
demic year.

According to data pre-
sented to the board, more 
than 17,000 students re-
ceived direct admission 
mailers during the Riverside 
County pilot. The effort 
resulted in a 15.2% increase 
in CSU applications, a 15% 
increase in admissions and 
higher A-G eligibility rates 
among participating stu-
dents.

“These results demonstrat-
ed increased student engage-
ment and college application 
completion,” Diolazo said.

Student eligibility is based 
on successful completion 
of A-G coursework — the 
college-preparatory courses 
required for admission to 
California State University 
campuses — and a qualifying 
grade point average calculat-
ed at the end of a student’s 
junior year.

Students must still com-
plete the Cal State Apply 
application process, but those 
who meet CSU requirements 
will receive early notification 
of admission opportunities.

District officials said the 
initiative could be especially 
helpful for first-generation 
college students and his-
torically underrepresented 
groups by providing earlier 
information about admissions 
requirements, financial aid 
and college opportunities.

“The CSU Direct Admis-
sions Program supports our 
equity goals by expanding 
opportunities to students 

who may not pursue high-
er education otherwise,” 
said Josh Butterfield, PUSD 
director of secondary edu-
cation.

According to Butterfield, 
CSU will tailor its outreach 
based on each student’s eli-
gibility status, with students 
receiving one of three com-
munications.

Group one includes stu-
dents who are CSU eligible. 
They will receive a postcard 
notifying them of their condi-
tional admission and encour-
aging them to complete the 
application process.

Group two includes stu-
dents who are close to CSU 
eligibility. They will receive 
information identifying steps 
they can take to qualify, such 
as improving their GPA or 
completing missing course-
work. Those in this group 
will also be encouraged to 
work with academic coun-
selors to stay on track.

Group three includes stu-
dents who are not currently 
eligible for CSU admission. 

They will receive infor-
mation about the CSU Trans-
fer Success Pathway, which 
provides an alternative route 
to CSU enrollment through 
community college transfer 
opportunities.

Butterfield also noted that 
some highly impacted CSU 
campuses and specialized 
programs are not included in 
the direct admissions process. 

Applicants interested in 
those campuses can still apply 
through the standard CSU 
admissions process.

As part of the agree-
ment, PUSD will enter into 
a data-sharing partnership 
with the CSU Chancellor’s 
Office through Californi-
aColleges.edu. 

The district will securely 
submit limited student eli-
gibility information so CSU 
can identify students who 
qualify for admission oppor-
tunities and send personalized 
communications directly to 
students and families.

District staff will review 
and verify student records, 

coordinate counselor sup-
port and assist families with 
completing financial aid 
applications, including the 
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid, or FAFSA, and 
the California Dream Act 
Application.

The data-sharing pro-
cess will comply with the 
Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act, or FERPA, 
and families will be notified 
and given the opportunity to 
opt out.

Several members of the 
Board of Trustees expressed 
strong support and excite-
ment for the CSU Direct 
Admissions Program.

Trustee Charlie Jones said 
guidance from a counselor 
helped him navigate the col-
lege admissions process when 
he was a student and believes 
the initiative will provide 
similar support for current 
students.

Board Vice President Lau-
rie Walker said she wished 
a similar program had been 
available when her children 
were applying to college.

“Students need to know 
that college is obtainable,” 
Walker said. “That message 
really stood out to me.”

“This is really going to 
provide additional support 
for students who may not 
have been college-bound 
or ready to pursue college 
otherwise,” Trustee Kelly 
Mokashi said. “I’m super 
excited for this opportunity 
and the growth it can provide 
for students.” 

According to district staff, 
participation in the program 
will not create any direct costs 
for the district.

Implementation is ex-
pected to occur over the next 
several months. The district 
plans to finalize agreements 
with CSU this summer, sub-
mit student eligibility data in 
the fall and begin mailing 
notifications to eligible stu-
dents between September 
and mid-October.
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TRI-VALLEY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, June 25 
STATE OF THE COUNTY, WINE COUNTRY LUNCHEON
Livermore Valley Chamber of Commerce is holding a State of 
the County, Wine Country Luncheon on June 25, from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m., at Garre Winery and Vineyard. The presenter 
will be District 1 Supervisor David Haubert. The luncheon will 
also celebrate the 2025/2026 Leadership Livermore graduating 
class from LVCC. Reservations and more information can be 
found at www.livermorechamber.org. $90 for members and 
their guests, $100 for not-yet-members. 

Sunday, June 28
SUNDAYS AT HAGEMANN, RANCHO DAY
Sponsored by the Livermore Heritage Guild, Rancho Day at 
Hagemann Ranch on June 28 from 1-5 p.m. will celebrate 
western heritage. The LPD Mounted Patrol will demonstrate, 
and the Tim Berry Band is making its first appearance at 
Hagemann. Cynthia Patton and Nate McKenna will offer both 
serious and humorous cowboy poetry. Everyone will help with 
chores and learn to lasso. Always family-friendly and free.  At 
455 Olivina Ave., Livermore.

July 2-26
SPARC PRESENTS HAMLET AT DARCIE KENT VINEYARDS
Experience Shakespeare’s Hamlet beneath the stars at 
Darcie Kent Vineyards in Livermore. As part of SPARC’s 20th 
Anniversary season, this outdoor production brings one of the 
greatest plays in the English language to life in a spectacular 
wine country setting. Guests are encouraged to arrive early, 
bring a picnic, and enjoy local wine before the performance. 
All performances begin at 7:30 p.m. At Darcie Kent Vineyards, 
7000 Tesla Road, Livermore. See www.sparctheater.org/hamlet 
for tickets and information.

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES 
FOOD RELIEF SERVICES
Local residents can access vital food-assistance services 
to help meet basic needs. Food relief services can be 
found at:
Children’s Emergency Food Bank; 7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin; 
appointments M-F, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 925-828-5363;
St. Raymond Catholic Church, 11555 Shannon Ave., Dublin; 
third Sat. of the month, 8 to 11 a.m.;
Open Heart Kitchen; M-F, 1 to 5 p.m.; 450 N. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore;
Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry , 150 N. “L” Street, Livermore; 
925-449-1664 — M-Th, 1 to 5 p.m.; Fri/Sat 12 to 4 p.m.;
Alameda County Community Food Bank; 510-635-3663; M-F, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

ONGOING EVENTS 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
In AA, we don’t tell anyone to do anything. We talk about 
our own drinking, the trouble we got into, and how we 
stopped. To find a local meeting in person or online, visit 
valleyservicecenteraa.org or call the 24-hour hotline at 
925-829-0666.

SATURDAY PLEASANTON FARMERS MARKET  
Open Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Main Street and 
West Angela Street. Seniors 60 and over are welcome for 
specialized shopping from 9 to 10 a.m.  

SUNDAY LIVERMORE DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET   
Open year-round on Sundays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in downtown 
Livermore, on Second St. between J St. and L St.  

WINERY
(Continued from front page )

pioneer, paving the way 
for sustainable viticulture 
in both the Tri-Valley and 
the broader East Bay.

Garau-Taylor said Ret-
zlaff places a heavy em-
phasis on sustainability, 
doing its part to ensure the 
beautiful Livermore Valley 
stays that way for future 
generations. 

“We don’t take sides: 
no pesticides, herbicides or 
fungicides,” she joked. 

To celebrate its golden 
anniversary, the winery 
hosted a ribbon-cutting 
event at its tasting room, 
located just off South Liv-
ermore Avenue. 

Retzlaff was created by 
Bob and Gloria Taylor out 
of a former sheep ranch 
they purchased in the early 
1970s. Their family re-
stored the Victorian farm-
house and outbuildings 
and made the property their 
home. The Taylors planted 
their first vineyards in 1976 
and opened their tasting 
room in 1985. The business 
has produced award-win-
ning wines, supported the 
community through fund-
raisers for nonprofit orga-
nizations, and welcomed 
all to their tasting room. 
Some of their more popular 
events include live music, 
family-friendly picnicking 
and their Bridgerton Ball, 
part of their seasonal Wine 
Down Friday series and 
based on the Netflix period 
drama. 

Retzlaff Vineyards Es-
tate Winery is located at 
1356 South Livermore 
Ave., Livermore. For more 
information, call 925-447-

8941 or visit retzlaffvine-
yards.com.

Page Mill Winery
When Page Mill Winery 

was founded by Dick and 
Ome Stark in 1976, there 
were only 300 wineries in 
California. Now, as Page 
Mill celebrates 50 years in 
business, there are more 
than 4,600. 

Dick Stark was traveling 
the world selling lasers in 
1975 when he saw small 
family wineries in Germa-
ny and thought a similar 
concept would work in 
California. After speaking 
with Ome, the couple made 
a monumental decision: 
Dick quit his job and started 
making wine on Page Mill 
Road in Palo Alto.

“We operated there for 
28 years and then my par-
ents retired and I was run-
ning things,” said Dane 
Stark, owner and winemak-
er. “In 2004, we needed 
to expand and I looked 
all over and we ended up 
in Livermore. I had come 
for the tasting room, but I 
stayed for the grapes.”

Before the move, Dane 
would drive around and 
purchase grapes from mul-
tiple regions in the state. 
But he said once he realized 
there was “serious fruit” in 
the Livermore Valley, he 
transitioned all his business 
to Livermore grapes. Now 
he grows some of his own 
and buys others from his 
neighbors. He said Liv-
ermore’s grapes pair well 
with his Old World style of 
winemaking. 

Dane said he works to 

be a good steward of the 
environment and does not 
add to the chemical load 
in the ground, preferring to 
grow organically. 

As part of his commit-
ment to sustainability, Dane 
is fighting a slowly winning 
battle for the screw cap. 

“There is a prejudice 
against screw caps to over-
come,” he said, noting most 
customers prefer a cork, but 
cannot tell the difference 
in wines with a screw cap. 
“Screw caps are recyclable 
and don’t have TCA (a 
chemical compound in cork 
responsible for cork taint), 
so even when you don’t get 
the cork taint in the wine, it 
can age into the wine, and 
you get more of an uneven 
aging.” 

Page Mill also hosts 
BYOB, or bring your own 
bottle, on the third Sunday 
of each month. Customers 
can bring in their own wine 
bottle and fill it with a red 
blend for only $11.99 per 
bottle, as part of the win-
ery’s commitment to pro-
vide affordable table wine. 

Page Mill is pairing up 
with Fenestra Winery, also 
celebrating 50 years, to 
host an event at Liver-
more’s Bankhead Theater 

in November. The evening 
will include wine, food and 
music, and will raise funds 
for Tri-Valley Haven. 

Page Mill is located 
at 1960 South Livermore 
Ave., Livermore. For more 
information, call 925-456-
7676 or visit pagemillwin-
ery.com.

Fenestra Winery 
Fenes t ra  Winery  i s 

marking 50 years on its 
historic Livermore prop-
erty, where wine has been 
made since 1889. Founded 
by Lanny and Fran Replo-
gle, the winery has thrived 
under family ownership 
and operation. A former 
chemistry professor, Lanny 
Replogle is known for his 
unique and varied blends. 
Though he’s 91 this year, 
Lanny still comes into the 
winery three days a week 
to check on things. His son, 
Eric Replogle, and Eric’s 
wife, Robin Replogle, cov-
er much of the operation 
themselves. 

“This is definitely a fam-
ily-run winery,” Robin said. 

Robin said the winery 
began celebrating its an-
niversary on Jan. 1, but a 
large event on the property 
will take place Aug. 15-16, 

with music, food trucks and 
wine. There will even be a 
winemaker dinner with li-
brary wines — bottles held 
back in the cellar years after 
the initial release to allow 
the wine to reach peak ma-
turity — from as long ago 
as 1980. 

They are also celebrat-
ing with Page Mill in No-
vember at the Bankhead 
Theater. 

In addit ion to their 
wines, the Replogle fam-
ily’s other claim to fame 
is their historic property. 
When the couple bought the 
land, it had been neglected 
for decades. They hauled 
away trash, installed a new 
roof on the winery and ret-
rofitted the building. They 
did a full refurbishment in 
1997, and now the property 
is planted out with grapes 
that produce award-win-
ning wines. 

As they celebrate 50 
years in business, Robin 
said the family will keep 
working at what it does 
best: affordable wines in a 
gorgeous setting. 

“We make exceptionally 
good wines and we have 
always tried to keep them 
accessible to the public as 
far as price point,” she said. 

“We are in a historic build-
ing; we are 10 minutes from 
downtown Livermore, in 
a beautiful bucolic setting 
surrounded by a creek and 
vineyards.” 

Fenestra Winery is lo-
cated at 83 Vallecitos Rd., 
Livermore. For more infor-
mation, call 925-447-5246 
or visit fenestrawinery.com. 

Darcie Kent Estate Winery 
Darcie Kent Estate Win-

ery has been owned and 
operated for 30 years by 
Darcie and David Kent. 
The couple is known for 
producing estate-grown 
wines and focusing heavily 
on aromatic white wines 
and Cabernet Franc. 

Darcie said they began 
with merlot in 1996. 

“We bought a 20-acre 
vineyard and then built 
our home on it after a few 
years,” she said. “Merlot 
was all the rage back then. 
Now we are fully an estate 
winery: we grow, we fer-
ment, we barrel age, bottle 
it, and store it, all within 
our property. We are one 
of the few fully estate 
houses in the Livermore 
Valley.”

(See WINERY, page 9)

Food, Pig Races and Remembrance at Alameda County Fair 
By Kathryn Stroud

PLEASANTON  — The 
Alameda County Fair in 
Pleasanton is back and 
bringing with it funnel 
cakes, pig races and a frag-
ment of steel from the 
World Trade Center.

The fair, which runs 
Wednesdays through Sun-
days until July 12, ac-
cording to fair spokesper-
son Liz Rosinski, draws 
crowds for its food above 
all else.

“The number-one rea-
son people come to the 
Alameda County Fair is the 
food,” Rosinski said.

The classics  are on 
hand, but the Foodie’s 
Choice Awards, now in 
their third year, bring in 
a new lineup of offerings 
each season. Fair attend-
ees serve as judges, voting 
through the fair’s website 
or via QR codes at partici-
pating vendor stands. This 
year’s contenders include 
a Korean Churro Corndog, 
Spam Wonton Tacos and a 
Donut Smash Burger.

Will Vonpertz, who op-
erates The Dough Show, 
knows the competition 
well. His Carnival Cookie 
took third place in last 
year’s “Crazy New Food” 
category. This year, he’s 
entered The Main Squeeze, 
a strawberry lemonade 
cookie, hoping to land on 

the podium again.
“It’s fun,” Vonpertz 

said. “It’s something new 
and excit ing.  I t  keeps 
bringing people back.”

The All-Alaskan racing 
pigs are also back, includ-
ing Sourdough and Straw-
berry. While fair attendees 

are asked to pick a pig to 
win, the pigs aren’t really 
in it for the glory. Ac-
cording to race operators, 
the real draw is the treat 

waiting at the finish line. 
For years, it was an Oreo 
cookie, until word got out 
and spectators began toss-

ing them onto the track. 
Now operators use animal 
crackers, equally beloved 
by the pigs and, so far, less 
tempting to throw.

Nearby, the petting zoo 
draws its own crowd. It 
includes over 50 animals, 
from a miniature zebu cow 

named Ruby to a donkey 
named Houston.

“From the young to the 
young at heart, everyone 
loves the petting zoo,” 

said Pamalea Jaeger, who 
has operated petting zoos 
at fairs for more than 25 
years.

The fair  also marks 
two national milestones 
this year: America’s 250th 
anniversary and the 25th 
anniversary of the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks. “Ris-
ing Together: In Remem-
brance of 9/11” features a 
fragment of World Trade 
Center steel that arrived 
in Pleasanton last month 
in a procession of law en-
forcement, first respond-
ers and community mem-
bers. The exhibit honors 
the nearly 3,000 l ives 
lost that day and carries 
an inscription framing 
the wreckage as a symbol 
of resilience: Patriotism, 
it reads, is rooted not in 
exclusion but in empathy 
and the courage to rise 
together.

Beyond the food and 
animals, the fair includes 
an artisan market, family 
movies on the lawn, a 
concert lineup, World Cup 
viewing and fireworks.

“Whether you come for 
the food, concerts, animals 
or rides, there’s truly an 
experience here for every-
one,” said Kristin LaPorte, 
the fair’s marketing and 
development director.

The Alameda County 
Fair runs through July 12, 
Wednesdays through Sun-
days, from noon to 11 p.m. 
Tickets and schedules are 
available at alamedacoun-
tyfair.com.

The “Rising Together: In Remembrance of 9/11” memorial brings a solemn moment of reflection to the Alameda 
County Fair. Featuring a steel beam brought from the World Trade Center, the new exhibit stands alongside traditional 
fair favorites this summer. The fair is open Wednesdays through Sundays in Pleasanton until July 12. (Photo — 
Kathryn Stroud) 
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With heavy hearts, we share 
the passing of someone deeply 
loved and cherished. Our family 
has lost a beautiful soul whose 
kindness and love touched ev-
eryone around her. Though our 
hearts are broken, we are grateful 
for the time we had with her 
and the memories we will carry 
forever.

Christine Ann Aarvik passed 
away on April 6, 2026, at the 
age of 59.

Our beloved mother, Chris-
tine, was the heart of our family. 
She was kind, warm, and end-
lessly giving—always putting 
others before herself and making 
sure everyone around her felt 
cared for and loved. She had a 
gentle spirit and a generous heart, 
and she found joy in the simple 
things, especially spending time 
with family, playing bingo, and 
shopping, which she truly loved.

Christine was born to Robert 
and Irene Bishop, who preceded 

her in death. She grew up in 
Livermore, California, and at-
tended Livermore High School, 
remaining closely tied to the 
community she called home. 
She was a devoted sister to John 
(Mitzi) Bishop and Cathy (Scott) 
Rich, whom she loved dearly.

She leaves behind her chil-
dren, Amber (Patrick) Campbell, 
Thomas Aarvik, Jonathan (Te-

resa) Aarvik, and Henry Davis, 
along with her four grandchil-
dren, Addison, Jaxon, Aubrey, 
and Maddison, who meant the 
world to her and brought her 
so much happiness. Being a 
grandmother brought Christine 
immense joy, and she treasured 
every moment she spent with her 
grandchildren.

Our mom worked at Albert-
sons and later at Seaside as an 
accountant. No matter where 
she was, she was known for her 
caring nature, strong work ethic, 
and willingness to help others.

To us, she was everything—a 
wonderful mother, a constant 
source of love and support, and 
someone who always put her 
family first. Her love, strength, 
and kindness will remain with us 
always. She will be missed more 
than words can express.

Our family will be holding a 
private celebration of life to honor 
her memory.

Christine Ann Aarvik 
Feb. 6, 1967 — Apr. 6, 2026

John William Dini, know to 
all as ‘Jack’, passed away at the 
age of 89 on June 17, 2026. He 
was born in Cleveland, Ohio on 
Nov. 14, 1936. The oldest of four 
children, he grew up in Cleve-
land, Ohio. Beginning in high 
school through college, he worked 
part-time for the Cleveland Sup-
ply Company (now PAVCO), a 
vendor that supplied services to 
the electroplating industry. After 
graduating from Fenn College 
(now Cleveland State University), 
he married Anne Pavlish in 1959.

With his background in elec-
troplating, he joined Battelle in 
Columbus, Ohio. In 1962 he 
joined Sandia and moved the 
family to Livermore, California, 
escaping the harsh winters of 
Cleveland.

He spent 18 years at Sandia. 
Along with co-worked Rudy 
Johnson, he published over 150 

technical papers and was active 
in the American Electroplat-
ers Society (AES), serving as 
president during 1984-85. He 
was awarded AES’s Scientific 
Achievement Award in 1985. In 
1980, he moved across the street 
to a management position at Law-
rence Livermore Laboratory until 
his retirement.

He published two books, 

a technical book on materials 
science and coatings and anoth-
er on environmental issues. In 
retirement, he wrote extensive-
ly on various environmental 
issues for online publications.

He was a skilled leaded glass 
hobbyist, creating more than 20 
lamps and many panels. He was 
a jogger for many years, com-
peting in over 300 long distance 
races. He was a slow runner, not 
wanting to take the glory away 
from others. His secret was to 
start slow and taper. He and Anne 
traveled extensively, visiting over 
70 countries.

He is survived by his wife, 
Anne, of 67 years, and sons Mike, 
Steve, and Paul. If you were to 
meet him somewhere, he would 
sum up his life as ‘peaches and 
cream’.

The family will have a private 
celebration of life.

John William Dini 
Nov. 11, 1936 - June 17, 2026

Eugene Kenneth Frary Jr. 
(Ken) was born on Aug. 15, 
1929, in Oakland, California, and 
passed away peacefully on June 
6, 2026, in Jackson, California at 
the age of 96. He married the love 
of his life, Elsie Charlene Dabbs, 
in 1949, and together they raised 
five children in Livermore, Cal-
ifornia. Ken worked for Allstate 
Insurance until his retirement 
in 1984, when he and Charlene 
moved to Pioneer, California to 

enjoy their next chapter.
Ken is survived by his wife 

of 77 years, Charlene; his son 
Steven Frary; daughters Janice 
McCurry, Susan Frary, and Nan-
cy Frary; seven grandchildren; 
seventeen great-grandchildren; 
and two great-great-grandchil-
dren. He was preceded in death 
by his son Timothy Frary (2012) 
and his grandson Matthew Mc-
Curry (1998).

Ken and Charlene shared a 

deep love of travel. Together they 
explored every U.S. state, as well 
as Canada and Mexico, often in 
their motorhome, and enjoyed 
many memorable cruises. Ken 
leaves behind a legacy defined by 
devotion to family, unwavering 
integrity, a strong work ethic, 
and a generous spirit. He will be 
deeply missed by all who knew 
him. A Celebration of Life will be 
held at a later date.

Eugene Kenneth Frary Jr. (Ken) 
Aug. 15, 1929 — June 6, 2026 

Andrea Rachelle Looby, 62, 
passed away on June 6, 2026. 
Born on Sept. 11, 1963, Andrea 
lived a life devoted to education, 
family, and caring for others.

Andrea was an extraordinary 
teacher whose passion for educa-
tion touched the lives of countless 
students. She loved every student 
she taught and dedicated herself 
to helping them learn, grow, 
and succeed. Throughout her 
career, she earned numerous 
certifications and recognition as 
an educator, including a letter 
of recognition from President 
Barack Obama in honor of her 
contributions and dedication.

Outside of the classroom, 
Andrea had a vibrant personality 
and a wonderful sense of humor. 

She was funny as heck and could 
always bring laughter to those 
around her. She had a deep love 
for collecting Coca-Cola mem-
orabilia, enjoyed Star Wars, and 
was fascinated by history. She es-
pecially loved watching westerns, 
pirate adventures, and Civil War 
movies, and she never stopped 
learning new historical facts.

Andrea was a devoted family 
woman who cherished her loved 
ones and adored her cats. As 
the eldest of five siblings, she 
naturally stepped into the role of 
protector and caretaker, always 
looking out for her younger 
sisters. She consistently put the 
needs of others before her own, 
offering guidance, support, and 
unconditional love whenever it 

was needed.
Andrea is survived by her 

stepfather, John Fuller; her sis-
ter, Jessica Fuller; her nephew, 
Joseph Hamblett; and her nieces, 
Alexandra Caraveo, Nevaeh Ad-
ams, Serenity Adams, along with 
more nieces and nephews.

Andrea’s kindness, strength, 
humor, and unwavering dedi-
cation to those she loved will 
be deeply missed and forever 
remembered. Her legacy lives 
on through the many students 
she inspired, the family she pro-
tected, and the countless lives she 
touched with her generous heart.

Forever loved, forever re-
membered, FOREVER YOUR 
POOH BEAR

Andrea Rachelle Looby 
Sept. 11, 1963 - June 6, 2026 

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E

It is with profound sadness 
that we announce the passing of 
Karilyn in March.

Karilyn leaves behind her 
immediate family, including 
Sean, Jamie, and Greg, her 
sister Nancy McEver and her 
brother John Rogers III, and 
their respective families. She 
is also remembered fondly by 
many beloved family members 
and friends.

Karilyn was preceded in 
death by her parents John and 
Rhonda Rogers. 

Throughout her career, Kar-
ilyn dedicated herself to the 
Safeway Corporation as a cor-
porate accountant, initially in 
Oakland and later in Pleasanton. 

After Safeway, she applied her 
extensive experience and orga-
nizational skills in the property 
management industry.

Karilyn’s legacy will be 

cherished for her sweet sense 
of humor, her thoughtfulness, 
and her unwavering support for 
her children’s various extracur-
ricular activities, particularly 
their baseball, softball, and 
marching band events. Her 
creativity and talent extend-
ed to her crocheting, crafts, 
cooking, and baking, and she 
was renowned for her annual 
Santa’s workshop of cookies.

A celebration of Karilyn’s 
life will be held on Satur-

day, June 27, at 11 a.m. at the 
Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 
located at 4481 East Ave., Liv-
ermore, CA.

Karilyn Rogers Followill 
1962 - 2026 

In Loving Memory

The Kents made head-
lines in 2024 when they 
jointly purchased Concan-
non Vineyards with Lem-
mons Family Vineyards. 
This year, they will transfer 
all operations over to the 
Lemmons family in late 
summer. 

The couple also plans to 
build a tirage — a building 
specially designed for pro-
ducing champagne  — on 
their property. 

“The tirage building has 
robots that turn the steel 
baskets full of bottles a little 
bit every month for a year,” 
David explained. 

Darcie noted sparkling 
wines have been the rage 
recently. With a tirage on 
site, Darcie Kent sparkling 
wines will be made, bot-
tled and fermented on the 
property. Currently, they 
travel to a site in Lodi for 
fermentation. 

Darcie’s family have 
been American winegrow-
ers since 1875, and last year 
Darcie Kent celebrated her 
family’s 150 years in wine-
making. Her daughters, 
Amanda and Kailyn, are 
sixth- generation and cur-
rently help run the business. 
Two years ago, the Kents 
celebrated the arrival of the 
seventh generation. 

The Kents are still work-
ing out details of their 30th 
anniversary festivities later 
this year. 

Darcie Kent is located 
at 7000 Tesla Road, Liver-
more. For more informa-
tion, call 925-243-9040 or 
visit darciekent.wine.

The Steven Kent Winery
Less than two miles 

northwest of the Darcie 
Kent Winery lies The Ste-
ven Kent Winery. Despite 
the similarity in names 
and founding years, the 
two wineries are unrelated. 
The Steven Kent Winery 
is owned and operated by 
Steven Mirassou, whose 
middle name is Kent. His 
first vintage dates to 1996, 
though the winery itself did 
not open until later. 

Mirassou is a sixth-gen-
eration winemaker from 
America’s oldest wine-
making family, known for 
Bordeaux-style blends and 
single-vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignons. His family 
began making wine in San 
Jose in 1854, and moved on 
to establish a sales company 
in the 1960s, and plant vine-
yards in Santa Clara County. 

“We have been doing 
this longer than anyone 
else, continuously, in the 
U.S. ,”  Mirassou sa id . 
“We’ve been in Livermore 
for close to 40 years, since 
my father came up.” 

Though his own winery 
isn’t quite that old, wine 

pumps through his veins 
and he pours all of the 
knowledge and experience 
that comes with six gener-
ations into his bottles. He 
is a driving force behind 
the push to make Cabernet 
Franc a signature varietal 
for the Livermore Valley. 
He and his wife, Beth, 
helped start the first Cab-
Franc-a-palooza in 2023 
and founded the Cab Franc 
Guild of Livermore Valley. 

“There is a lot of energy 
promoting that variety as 
Livermore’s grape,” he 
said. 

Mirassou is assisted in 
the business by two of 
his four children, and the 
eighth generation has al-
ready arrived. 

“We are really hoping 
they get involved,” he said. 

The Steven Kent Winery 
is located at 2245 S. Vasco 
Road, Suite C, Livermore. 
For more information, call 
925-243-6442 or visit ste-
venkent.com.

Las Positas Vineyards
Las Positas Vineyards 

marks 15 years in business 
this summer and continues 
to do what it does best: 
great wine and food in a 
beautiful, relaxing setting. 

The winery was opened 
by Lisa and Lothar Mai-
er in 2011. Winemaker 
Brent Amos joined the 
team in 2013 and became 
a part-owner in early 2021. 
Now the trio operates the 
estate winery together

“It’s somewhat rare for a 
winery to be 100% estate,” 
Amos said. “We have our 
own bottling line and we 
own our own warehouse 
where we store the wine, so 
from the grapes to the wine-
making to the aging to the 
bottling, all the way to sell-
ing, we maintain control.” 

Amos said the luxury of 
that control is what drew 
him to Las Positas in the 
first place. Now he is part of 
the only winery in the Liv-
ermore Valley to win three 
sweepstakes at the San 
Francisco Chronicle Wine 
Competition, and the first 
ever to win back-to-back 
White Wine Sweepstakes. 

Such high accolades 
were not on the Maiers’ 
minds when they opened 
their doors. Their initial plan 
was to open a winery when 
they retired, so the couple 
purchased 20 acres, thinking 
they could build a home and 
someday, a winery. When 
the Las Positas property 
went on the market, they 
decided to switch tracks. 

“This particular winery 
had a 20,000-square-foot 
building and vineyards 
around it, so we sold the 
20-acre lot, and ended up 
buying a home elsewhere,” 

Lisa said, noting the com-
mercial kitchen was another 
perk.  

Las Positas focuses on 
quality, a virtue Amos said 
is found abundantly in the 
region. Their full menu 
sets them apart from other 
wineries, where only small 
bites, or no food at all, are 
the usual options. They 
grow a wide range of grapes 
and make both white and 
red wines, with a focus on 
Spanish and Iberian wines. 
Amos said they are the 
only vineyard in the valley 
to grow Verdelho, a white 
Portuguese varietal that 
becomes an aromatic wine, 
similar to sauvignon blanc. 

Las Positas is located at 
1828 Wetmore Rd, Liver-
more. For more informa-
tion, call 925-449-9463 or 
visit laspositasvineyards.
com.

Rooted in History
According to the Liv-

ermore Valley Wine Com-
munity (LVWC) website, 
Robert Livermore is cred-
ited with planting the first 
commercial vines in the area 
in the 1840s, though Spanish 
missionaries had planted 
grapes as early as 1700. 
Livermore’s success was 
noticed by others and more 
vines followed on other 
properties. By 1883, Charles 
Wetmore, Carl Wente and 
James Concannon had all 
established major estates, 
recognizing in the valley’s 
soil a mirror to that in the 
Bordeaux region of France. 
In 1889, a bottle of Wet-
more’s white wine won the 
Grand Prix at the Interna-
tional Paris Exposition, the 
first time a California wine 
had topped the podium in 
France. This put the region 
on the global map. The rest 
was winemaking history, 
where different varietals 
and blends have cycled 
through the valley, winning 
competitions and supporting 
local winery owners, wine-
makers, and now, a gracious 
and welcoming hospitality 
industry. The growth was 
largely protected and nur-
tured by a boom sparked by 
the 1993 South Livermore 
Valley Area Plan and lat-
er reinforced by the 2000 
South Livermore Urban 
Growth Boundary, estab-
lished to preserve local vine-
yards and cap urban sprawl.

Though heavy reds were 
the area’s initial stars, white 
wines have played their 
part, taking center stage in 
the 1990s. Now, the val-
ley is making a collective 
push to celebrate Caber-
net Franc, even hosting 
the CabFranc-a-Palooza, 
showcasing the wine as a 
signature varietal in the 
Livermore Valley. 

WINERY
(Continued from page 8)

Zone 7 Urges Conservation 
During Planned Maintenance
TRI-VALLEY — The Zone 
7 Water Agency is ask-
ing Tri-Valley residents 
to reduce their outdoor 
water usage from Saturday, 
June 27, to Thursday, July 
2, while the California 
Department of Water Re-
sources (DWR) conducts 
seasonal maintenance on 
State Water Project facil-
ities.

Zone 7 said local water 
retailers, including Cali-
fornia Water Service, Liv-
ermore Municipal Water 
Service, the Dublin San 
Ramon Service District, 
and Pleasanton Munici-
pal Water Service, have 
planned for the outage 
and will continue supply-
ing water throughout the 
maintenance period using 

locally stored water and 
groundwater resources.

However, water deliv-
eries to Zone 7 will be 
reduced during the six-day 
maintenance period, the 
agency said, and reducing 
outdoor usage will guard 
against any shortages.

The request does not 
include properties that ir-
rigate with recycled water, 
which is not affected by the 
planned maintenance.

Zone 7 also said resi-
dents and businesses can 
increase outdoor watering 
as needed, including deep 
watering landscapes using 
multiple short irrigation 
cycles and topping off 
swimming pools before the 
maintenance begins.

The agency emphasized 

that the conservation re-
quest is not a reflection of 
the region’s overall water 
supply but rather a proac-
tive measure to ensure ade-
quate supplies for essential 
indoor use, including emer-
gency response and fire 
protection during DWR’s 
planned maintenance.

The State Water Proj-
ect, which includes canals, 
pipelines, and hydroelectric 
facilities delivering water 
from Northern California to 
urban and agricultural areas 
across the state, supplies 
about 70% of the water used 
throughout the Tri-Val-
ley, according to Zone 7. 
Zone 7 is responsible for 
providing water to eastern 
Alameda County and more 
than 250,000 residents.  

ComicCon Livermore Coming Saturday
LIVERMORE — The fourth 
annual ComicCon Liver-
more, sponsored by Liver-
more Valley Arts, will unfold 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 27, at the 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St. 

This year’s event will 
feature an author panel at 11 
a.m. and an onstage costume 

contest at 1 p.m., with guest 
appearances during the day 
by R2D2 and Ak-rev from 
the Star Wars franchise and 
John Morris, the voice of 
Andy in the Toy Story series.

The Ohana ComicCon 
will be set up on Bankhead 
Plaza, with interactive art 
stations, facepainting by 
Livermore’s JOLLI Faces, 

and vendors offering anime, 
comics and collectibles.

Judy Wheeler,  from 
Towne Center Books, will 
moderate the author panel 
with Trevor Dutcher, TE 
McArthur, Jeffrey Hallett, 
Michael Spencer and Betsy 
Streeter.

ComicCon Livermore is 
free and open to the public.
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By David Jen

PLEASANTON — Two-
thirds of the way through 
her trail race, Caitlin Boldt 
decided to go for gold. She 
still had 33 miles to go.

“I got a burst of energy, 
and I was like, ‘I'm gonna 
go for my trophy,’” Boldt 
said, recounting her thoughts 
after an aid-station volunteer 
told her how close she was to 
the first- and second-place 
runners. She had just come 
out of a section of difficult 
terrain between mile 40 and 

mile 60 of the 100-mile race. 
“I wanted to see how long 
the burst of energy would 
take me.”

The burst took her past 
the race leader around mile 
83, giving her the top posi-
tion for the remainder of the 
course.

A Pleasanton resident, 
Boldt won on June 14 the 
women’s race of the Bay 
Area 100, a new 100-mile 
ultramarathon through the 
East Bay hills. She crossed 
the finish line just before 3 
a.m., 21 hours, 52 minutes 

and 12 seconds after she 
started.

“I sort of went into it 
thinking, ‘Oh, I could prob-
ably be, you know, some-
where in the top,’” Boldt 
said. “But I never really 
thought that I could win it.”

A casual runner until re-
cently, Boldt ran her first 
marathon in 2024. After 
falling in love with trail rac-
es, she ran her first 50k — a 
31-mile race — in January 
2025, which quickly escalat-
ed to her first 100-miler that 
November. This month’s Bay 

Area 100 was Boldt’s second 
100-miler.

She trained largely with 
a Livermore running club 
called The Run Club, which 
organizes runs in the Tri-Val-
ley. Two club members also 
ran as pacers alongside Boldt 
during portions of the race. 
She divided the race course, 
which spanned from Rich-
mond to San Leandro, into 
segments for training runs 
leading up to the race.

In the Tri-Valley, she 
ranked the Courdet Trail in 
Pleasanton Ridge Regional 
Park as one of her favorite 
routes, running up and along 
the ridge, then descending 
down the Oak Tree Trail to 
the Foothill Staging Area 
before backtracking.

This month’s race marked 
the inaugural running of 
the Bay Area 100, adding a 
formidable event to a region 
already primed with ultra-
running history. Starting at 
the Cal Memorial Stadium 
in Berkeley, the course led 
runners through the gamut 
of East Bay landscapes, cov-
ering more than 18,000 feet 
of vertical elevation change 
through redwood forests, 
lake shores and exposed 
ridges before finishing on the 
track at Skyline High School 
in Oakland.

The East Bay weather 
pulled no punches. Although 
the morning started with a 
cool, 55°F fog, it gave way 
to clear skies and harsh sun 
for the middle of the race. 
The Las Trampas aid station 
at mile 46 recorded a high of 

95°F on June 13.
When Boldt entered some 

sunny sections, she thought 
to herself, “’No, I'm melting. 
I don't know if I can finish.’ 
There's some point where I 
was like, ‘I don't even know 
if I'm gonna finish this be-
cause it's so hard.’ But you 
just sort of keep pushing.”

Of the 151 runners who 
started, 101 finished. The 
field included an estimated 
51 first-time 100-milers. 
Patrick Rabuzzi of Oakland 
finished first overall with 

a time of 16:54:56, while 
another Tri-Valley runner, 
Livermore’s Harshil Shah, 
took first in the 20 to 29 age 
group and sixth overall with 
a time of 21:32:59.

Boldt said she subsisted 
on electrolyte drink, M&Ms, 
jellybeans, part of a quesa-
dilla, and a lot of Coca Cola 
over the race, during which 
she likely burned upward of 
10,000 calories. Afterward, 
she celebrated with onion 
rings and ice cream at Fen-
tons Creamery in Oakland.

JUNETEENTH
(Continued from front page)

By Mitch Stephens

A 2025-26 golden year of high school athletics 
in the Tri-Valley was highlighted by these 21 
accomplished athletes, 10 of them girls. 

Brooke Bennett (Granada), MckInley Sco-
bie (Foothill) (girls swimming): Both won two 
individual events at the East Bay Athletic League 
championships. Scobie won the 100-yard but-
terfly and 100 freestyle, while Bennett captured 
the 200 individual medley and the 500 freestyle. 

Amare Chandler (Livermore boys basket-
ball): One of the best sophomores in Northern 
California led the Cowboys in scoring at more 
than 20 points per game along with 8.3 rebounds 
per game. A season-long highlight reel, the 6-foot-
6 forward was at his very best in the team’s most 
historic win, an 83-80 overtime North Coast 
Section Division 1 road game at California, 
when he scored a career-high 40 points, making 
a three-pointer at the end of regulation to force 
overtime and another three-pointer to win it 
with less than five seconds to play in OT. It was 
Livermore’s first ever NCS road win. 

Caesar Cornelio, Legend Dorham, Jadon 
Hart (Brave Christian baseball): All freshmen, 
the trio pulled off three of the greatest seasons ever 
for ninth-graders in Northern California, leading 
the Braves to a 22-1-1 record. At the plate, Hart 
(.645, 43 RBIs), Dorham (.616, 29) and Cornelio 
(.552, 55 runs) were outstanding, but they also 
combined to go 18-0 on the mound, all sporting 
ERAs at 1.50 or lower. 

Hudson Flora (Foothill baseball): The 
EBAL Mountain Division Player of the Year was 
an easy choice really after hitting a team-best .405 
with 10 stolen bases, 32 hits, 22 runs and 18 RBIs. 
The UCSB signee is considered one of Northern 
California’s top catches. 

Tyler Gray (Dublin football, track and 
field): The EBAL Valley Defensive Player of the 
Year led the team in tackles at 8.8 per game, which 
is amazing considering he played at defensive 
end. He was the region leader with 16 sacks. In 
track and field, he was one of the region’s top shot 
putters (50 feet, personal best) and discus (162-0). 

Brandon Hahn (Granada basketball, base-
ball): The San Francisco Chronicle’s Tri-Valley 
Player of the Year in basketball, Hahn, a 6-7 ju-
nior, averaged 24.5 points and 14.8 rebounds per 
game for the NCS Division 1 finalist. In the title 
game, a 79-76 loss to Bishop O’Dowd-Oakland, 
Hahn had 36 points and 19 rebounds. He also got 
out late for the baseball team and went 3-3 with a 
2.10 ERA with 49 strikeouts and 20 hits allowed 
in 36.2 innings. 

CT Harper (Livermore football, basket-
ball): One of three game-breaking receivers for 
the Cowboys’ historic football team, one that 
finished 9-2 and won its first East Bay Athletic 
League title since 1993 — Harper had a team-best 
61 catches for 1,164 yards and seven touchdowns. 
He was also the basketball team’s starting point 
guard and third-leading scorer, helping another 
historic season in which the Cowboys (18-10) 
broke a 121-EBAL losing streak and won the 
program’s first-ever North Coast Section road 
playoff game, an 83-80 overtime game at Cali-
fornia-San Ramon.  

Anthony and Riley Harrington (Amador 
Valley football, flag football): Yes, siblings, 
brother and sister were a true inspiration as 
siblings but were also exceptional players on 
the gridiron. Riley, a junior quarterback and 
linebacker, accounted for 85% of her team’s of-
fensive touchdowns, was a tremendous returner 
and was considered the “most spirited player 
I’ve ever coached,” said first-year flag football 
coach Ryan Wittmer, who has coached tackle 
football for nearly two decades. Riley, an easy 
All-EBAL selection for the 15-7 Dons, said she 
was inspired by her brother, an Idaho State-bound 
wide receiver and defensive back who had 69 
catches for 1,196 yards in nine games.  

Lanie Macosky (Livermore softball): The 
list of contributors for a 25-4 squad that won the 
East Bay Athletic League round-robin title at 13-0 
was long, but there was only one league Most 
Valuable Player and that was the senior shortstop 
headed to Northwestern on a full ride scholarship. 
Macoskey hit a team-best .537 with 38 runs and 
30 RBIs to go along with impeccable defense. 
Said senior pitcher Kaci Norton, the league’s 
Defensive Player of the Year with a 20-3 record: 
“Lanie is amazing. She pushes me to always want 
to be better. I watch her at practice and she’s al-
ways hustling, never walking. She’s always taking 
those extra reps. She’s just awesome.” 

Paige Nelson (Foothill girls volleyball): The 
6-foot senior hitter loves team sports, which is 
why she gravitated to volleyball, but she definitely 
stood out as the team’s leading hitter (447 kills), 
with almost three times more spikes than anyone 
on the 25-9 team. The New Mexico State-bound 
standout also led the team in blocks (29) and was 
second in digs (287), aces (53) and had a hitting 
percentage of (23%). 

Matteo Lortie (Livermore football, bas-
ketball): The EBAL Valley Offensive Co-Player 
of the Year was the San Francisco Chronicle’s 
Tri-Valley Player of the Year and first-team 
All-Metro quarterback. He not only led the team 
with 2,756 passing yards (196 of 293 attempts) 
and 27 touchdowns against just four interceptions, 
but he also led the team in rushing with 599 
yards on 119 attempts (that includes sacks) and 
10 touchdowns. In his final game, he accounted 
for 433 yards and all four touchdowns in a tough 
28-26 NCS D2 loss to Campolindo-Moraga. 
“Couldn’t ask for a better quarterback or leader,” 
Livermore coach John Wade said. “It was a dream 
working with him all three years.” Lortie also 
showed his leadership skills playing a backup 
role on the Cowboys’ historic basketball team. 

Marin Lnenicka, Katie Vail (Granada flag 
football): Vail, a senior quarterback and EBAL 
offensive Player of the Year, and also a starter on 
the Matadors’ basketball team, threw for a NCS-
best 4,315 yards and 49 touchdowns. Many of her 
throws went to Lnenicka, who had 102 catches for 
1,298 yards and 21 touchdowns and was selected 
as the Cal-Hi Sports NCS Player of the Year. Both 
led the Matadors to the NCS Division 1 title game 
with big upset wins over defending champion Al-
ameda (26-20), fourth-seed Heritage-Brentwood 
(33-0) and top-seed Las Lomas-Walnut Creek 
(13-7) before losing in the finals to San Ramon 
Valley-Danville, 14-7.  

SJ Martin, Maile Nguyen (Granada girls 
wrestling): This duo is considered two of the 
greatest female wrestlers in EBAL history after 
remarkable senior seasons. Martin was the first 
Granada wrestler ever, boy or girl, to win a state 
title by taking the 120-pound class. Nguyen was 
sixth at 125 pounds while finishing as the school’s 
all-time leader in pins and second in wins. Martin 
was also the first Granada wrestler to reach the 
state meet all four seasons. 

Daniel Santhiapillai (Dublin cross coun-
try): The senior won the NCS Division 1 title 
at Hayward High School in 15 minutes, 51.8 
seconds, over teammates Justin Feng (16:07.2) 
and Jeremy Imbo (16:12.9) to win the Gaels’ third 
straight championship and eighth in nine seasons. 
They dedicated the victory to longtime coach 
Chris Williams, who was seven months removed 
from having 13 cancerous lymph nodes surgically 
removed from his colon. “With his condition, he 
could have taken this season off, but he chose to 
be with us,” Santhiapillai said shortly after his 
championship. “I really wanted to show him that 
I value him through my performance. We all did.” 

Susan Swyers (Amador Valley girls water 
polo): Swyers led the team with 125 goals as 
the Dons captured the school’s first NCS water 
polo title. In the NCS title game, a 9-7 win over 
Alhambra-Martinez, Swyers scored six sec-
ond-half goals.

21-Athlete Salute for the 
2025-26 High School Season

MitchMashMitchMash

LEGAL NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623555

The following person(s) doing 

business as: L’Arcana, 4249 
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin, CA 
94568 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Justine  
Valino, 3736 Fallon Road, #641, 
Dublin, CA 94568. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 5/22/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Justine Valino, 
Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-

meda on May 22, 2026. Expires 
May 21, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6874. Published June 
4, 11, 18, 25, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 622877
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bloom Craft Floral 
Co., 3833 East Ave, Livermore, 
CA 94550 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Lukas 
Plato, 3833 East Ave, Livermore, 

CA 94550. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
4/24/2026. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Lukas Plato, Owner. 

This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
April 29, 2026. Expires April 28, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6875. Published June 4, 11, 
18, 25, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623247

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Paradise Land-
scape, 1115 Rincon Ave, Liv-
ermore, CA 94551 is hereby 

Pleasanton Runner Takes First Place 
In New East Bay Area Ultramarathon

Pleasanton ultrarunner Caitlin Boldt claimed first place 
in the women’s race of the Bay Area 100 just before 3 
a.m. on June 13 and 14. (Photo courtesy of Bay Area 
100/Pen Perez)

Her efforts helped pave 
the way for Juneteenth Na-
tional Independence Day to 
become a federal holiday 
in 2021 when President Joe 
Biden signed the legislation 
into law. Lee walked 2 ½ 
miles at a time to represent 
the 2 ½ years it took for 
news of emancipation to 
reach enslaved people in 
Texas. In 2024, she received 
the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, the nation’s high-
est civilian honor.

“Juneteenth is not a 
Black thing. It’s not a Tex-
as thing. It’s an American 
thing,” Lee said.

For generations, the tra-
ditions of Juneteenth have 
brought families and com-
munities together through 
faith, music, storytelling and 
soul food.

Many celebrations fea-
ture both the red, white and 
blue Juneteenth flag and the 
red, black and green Pan-Af-
rican flag. 

Together, they symbol-
ize freedom, heritage and 
identity while reflecting the 
holiday’s connections to 
both American history and 
the African diaspora.

Food also plays a central 
role in the celebration. Red 
foods and beverages — 
including red velvet cake, 
strawberry soda, hibiscus 
tea, watermelon and red 
beans and rice — are often 
served as symbols of resil-
ience, remembrance and 

survival. 
Barbecues, soul food 

and family cookouts bring 
generations together to cele-
brate freedom, reflect on the 
past and share stories.

Across the Tri-Valley, 
local celebrations carried 
that tradition forward.

In Dublin, the city incor-
porated Juneteenth into its 
summer concert series and 
farmers market.

In Livermore, Tri-Val-
ley for Black Lives hosted 
its annual celebration at 
Bankhead Plaza, bringing 
together residents, artists, 
community organizations 
and Black-owned business-
es for a day of reflection and 
community.

Both events were emceed 
by Livermore Poet Laureate 
Faith Alpher, who recently 
became the first person of 
color appointed to the role.

An actor, writer, come-
dian and radio personality, 
Alpher hopes to use her 
platform to bring people 
together through storytelling 
and the literary arts.

“We want thousands of 
people down there,” Alpher 
said of the Livermore cel-
ebration. “The problem is 
people are going to say, ‘It’s 
too short.’ They want more 
music. So let’s hope that’s a 
good problem to have.”

After Juneteenth, Al-
pher plans to launch poetry 
programs and community 
gatherings designed to en-

courage residents of all ages 
to share their stories and 
connect through the literary 
arts and Black culture.

For decades, Black artists 
and writers have used poet-
ry, literature and storytelling 
to preserve history, explore 
identity and inspire future 
generations. 

From Maya Angelou and 
Langston Hughes to Toni 
Morrison and James Bald-
win, their work has helped 
ensure that stories, struggles 
and achievements are not 
forgotten.

Across the nation, muse-
ums, libraries and cultural 
institutions continue to keep 
those stories alive. 

The recent opening of the 
Obama Presidential Cen-
ter in Chicago is another 
reminder that the stories, 
struggles and achievements 
that shaped the nation de-
serve to be remembered, 
celebrated and passed on to 
future generations.

Like storytelling, music 
has long played a central 
role in celebration. From 
jazz and blues to gospel, 
R&B and hip-hop, Black 
musical traditions have 
helped shape American 
culture while serving as 
expressions of resilience, 
joy and community.

“My hope for Livermore 
is that you see that every-
body has a voice. We all 
matter,” Alpher said.

Jewish Culture School to Focus 
On Scientists Through the Ages
TRI-VALLEY — The Jew-
ish Culture School theme 
for 2026-2027 will be “Jew-
ish Scientists Through the 
Ages,” according to Tri-Val-
ley Cultural Jews (TVCJ), a 
secular Jewish organization 
that runs the educational 
program for children from 
6 through 14.

TVCJ said students will 
“learn about the lives of 
Jews in the diverse times 

and places where these sci-
entists lived, gaining insight 
into Jewish communities 
around the world while ex-
ploring the scientific discov-
eries and ideas that helped 
shape our understanding of 
the world.”

In addition, students will 
explore music, dance, food, 
literature, ethics and social 
justice in a humanistic Jew-
ish environment.

Saturday classes will be 
held twice a month in Castro 
Valley, starting in August. 

The school year will 
wrap up next May with a 
secular Brit Mitzvah cere-
mony for the older students.

The nonprofit TVCJ is 
open to anyone who iden-
tifies as Jewish through 
family, culture, or history.

For more information, go 
to trivalleyculturaljews.org.
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registered by the following 
owner(s): Ivan Munoz Cardenas, 
1115 Rincon Ave, Livermore, 
CA 94551. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Ivan Munoz Cardenas, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
May 12, 2026. Expires May 11, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6876. Published June 4, 11, 
18, 25, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623599

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Como en Casa 
Colombia Restaurant, 4336 San 
Pablo Ave, Emeryville, CA 94608 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Como En Casa 
Colombia Food LLC, 455 Buena 
Vista Ave, APT 102, Alameda, 
CA 94501. This business is 
conducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on 2/6/2025. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Olga 
Patricia Gutierrez Garcia, Man-
aging Member. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on May 27, 2026. 
Expires May 26, 2031. The Inde-
pendent, Legal No. 6877. Pub-
lished June 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 622712

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bly Lee Designs, 
7427 Mines RD, Livermore, CA 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Brenda 
Chambers, 7427 Mines RD, 
Livermore, CA 94550. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 4/1/2026. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Brenda Chambers, 
Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on April 22, 2026. Expires 
April 21, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6878. Published June 
11, 18, 25, July 2, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 622952

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Critter Control of 
Fremont, 34191 Whitehead LN, 
Fremont, CA 94555 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Kura Pest Control Services 
LLC, 114 Bald Eagle LN, Kyle, 
TX 78640. This business is 
conducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on  N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Sridhar 
Kura, Manager. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on May 1, 2026. 
Expires April 30, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6879. 
Published June 11, 18, 25, July 
2, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623659

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Juliana Amaya Es-
thetics, 2500 Central Ave #201, 
Alameda, CA 94501 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Juliana McWilliams, 228 
Puddingstone RD, Alameda, CA 
94502. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on  
5/27/2026. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Juliana McWilliams, 
Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on May 28, 2026. Expires 
May 27, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6880. Published June 
11, 18, 25, July 2, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623631

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Omni Mechanical 
Solutions, 6336 Patterson Pass 
Road, Suite B, Livermore, CA 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Thermo-
tek Services Inc., 6336 Patter-
son Pass Road, Suite B, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This business 
is conducted by a Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on  N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: James Merver, CEO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 28, 2026. Expires May 
27th, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6881. Published June 
11, 18, 25, July 2, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623744

The following person(s) doing 
business as: I Smart Services, 
1705 South Terracina DR, Dub-
lin, CA 94568 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
I Smart Devices LLC, 1705 S 
Terracina DR, Dublin, CA 94568. 
This business is conducted by 
a Limited Liability Company. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on  N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Daniele Diodati, CEO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 1, 2026. Expires May 31, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6882. Published June 11, 
18, 25, July 2, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623542

The following person(s) doing 
business as: California Sinus 
Centers, a Division of BASS 
Medical Group, 5924 Stonreidge 
Drive, Ste 108, Pleasanton, CA 
94588 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): BASS 
Medical Group, 2637 Shad-
elands DR, Walnut Creek, CA 
94598. This business is con-
ducted by a Corporation. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on  
12/18/2024. Signature of Reg-

istrant/s/: Rajiv Nagesetty, CFO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
May 22, 2026. Expires May 21, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6883. Published June 11, 
18, 25, July 2, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623722

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Ash N Dust Art; 
2. Vincent Anton; 3. Story  Our 
Life, 189 W Angela ST, Ste B, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): The Story of Our Ex-
istence LLC, 189 W Angela ST, 
Ste B, Pleasanton, CA 94566. 
This business is conducted by 
a Limited Liability Company. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on  
4/8/2024. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Anton Fair Schwaegerle,  
Principal. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on May 29, 2026. Expires 
May 28, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6884. Published June 
11, 18, 25, July 2, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 622778

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Spotlight Services, 
7338 Quartz Cir, Dublin, CA 
94568 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):Gerald 
Gallardo, 7338 Quartz Cir, Dub-
lin, CA 94568. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Gerald Gallardo, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on April 
24, 2026. Expires April 23, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6885. Published June 11, 18, 
25, July 2, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623772

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Solstairis, 2313 
Central Pkwy, Dublin, CA 94568 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Ma Althea Yan-
ni Yatco Villareal, 2313 Central 
Pkwy, Dublin, CA 94568. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on  N/A. Sig-
nature of Registrant/s/: Ma Al-
thea Yanni Yatco Villareal, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 2, 2026. Expires June 1, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6886. Published June 11, 
18, 25, July 2, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623269

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Monarch Designs, 
3856 Dartmouth Way, Liver-
more, CA 94550 is hereby regis-
tered by the following owner(s): 
CNM Holdings Ltd Liability Co, 
3856 Dartmouth Way, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This business 
is conducted by a Limited Liabili-
ty Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on  04/2022. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Chris-
tine Noell Michalowski, Owner/
CEO. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on May 13, 2026. Expires 
May 12, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6887. Published June 
11, 18, 25, July 2, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624025

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Woven Health Co, 
3169 Rodeo LN, Livermore, 
CA 94550-6817 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Adi Fish-Williamson, 
3169 Rodeo LN, Livermore, CA 
94550-6817. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
6/10/2026. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Adi Fish-Williamson, 
Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on June 11, 2026. Expires 
June 10, 2031. The Indepen-
dent, Legal No. 6888. Published 
June 18, 25, July 2, 9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623888

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Revived Renewed 
Redeemed, 1141 Catalina Dr, 
#209, Livermore, CA 94550 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Chantel M. Antoine, 
1141 Catalina Dr, #209, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 

fictitious business name listed 
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Chantel M. Antoine, 
Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on June 5, 2026. Expires 
June 4, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6889. Published June 
18, 25, July 2, 9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623896

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Golkonda Invest-
ment Advisors, 1892 Via Di 
Salerno, Pleasanton, CA 94566 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Sunil Vem-
ulapalli, 1892 Via Di Salerno, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. This 
business is conducted by an 
Individual. The registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the fictitious business 
name listed above on 6/4/2026. 
Signature of Registrant/s/: Sunil 
Vemulapalli, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on June 5, 
2026. Expires June 4, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6890. 
Published June 18, 25, July 2, 
9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623902

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Nordic Estate Tran-
sition Services, 250 Whitmore 
Street #311, Oakland, CA 94611 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Andreas Berg, 
250 Whitmore Street #311, Oak-
land, CA 94611. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
6/1/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Andreas Berg, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 5, 2026. Expires June 4, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6891. Published June 18, 
25, July 2, 9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623632

The following person(s) doing 
business as: BLT Lab, 6886 
Pinehaven Road, Oakland, CA, 
94611 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): Mia 
Brice, 6886 Pinehaven Road, 
Oakland, CA 94611. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 6/27/2019. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Mia Brice, 
Founder/CEO. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on May 28, 2026. 
Expires May 27, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6892. 
Published June 18, 25, July 2, 
9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623385

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Modrn Glow 
Medical Clinic, 1949 Mars Rd, 
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Modrn GLow Medical 
Clinic. PC, 1949 Mars Rd, Liver-
more, CA 94550. This business 
is conducted by a Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 4/21/2026. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Ashley Silva, 
Secretary. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on May 15, 2026. Expires 
May 14, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6893. Published June 
18, 25, July 2, 9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623800

The following person(s) doing 
business as: European Wax 
Center, 3359 Lakeshore Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94610 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Ballast WaxCA 5, LLC, 
1050 Glenbrook Way, Suite 480 
414, Hendenrsonville, TN 37075. 
This business is conducted by a 
Limited  Liability Company. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
5/29/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Heather Graham, COO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 3, 2026. Expires June 2, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6894. Published June 18, 
25, July 2, 9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623801

The following person(s) doing 
business as: European Wax 
Center, 5820 College Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94618 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Ballast Wax CA 6, LLC, 
1050 Glenbrook Way, Suite 480 
414, Hendenrsonville, TN 37075. 
This business is conducted by a 

Limited  Liability Company. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
5/29/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Heather Graham, COO. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 3, 2026. Expires June 2, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6895. Published June 18, 
25, July 2, 9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623682

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Wow Signal; 
2. Wow Signal Recordings; 3. 
Wow Singles, 5741 Vicente ST, 
Apt B, Oakland, CA 94609 is 
hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): Brendan Glasson, 
5741 Vicente ST, Apt B, Oak-
land, CA 94609. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Brendan Glasson, Sole 
Proprietor. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on May 29, 2026. Expires 
May 28, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6896. Published June 
18, 25, July 2, 9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623886

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Deepthi VR Col-
lections & Arts, 5555 Dublin 
Blvd, Dublin, CA 94568 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Deepthi Venkata 
Ravikanth, 5555 Dublin Blvd, 
Dublin, CA 94568. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 3/1/2026. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Deepthi Venkata 
Ravikanth, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on June 5, 
2026. Expires June 4, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6897. 
Published June 18, 25, July 2, 
9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623860

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1. Pragmatic Sky; 
2. Pig Pile Games; 3. Pig Pile, 
46 Crane Court, Alameda, CA 
94502 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Ben-
jamin Schnur, Alameda, CA 
94502. This business is con-
ducted by an Indiviudual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Benjamin Schnur, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 5, 2026. Expires June 4, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6898. Published June 18, 
25, July 2, 9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623547

The following person(s) doing 
business as: All Hands Home 
Health, 6269 Southfront Rd, 
Suite B, Livermore, CA 94551 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Careplus Home 
Health Care Services, Inc., 6269 
Southfront Rd, Suite B, Liver-
more, CA 94551. This business 
is conducted by a Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name list-
ed above on N/A. Signature 
of Registrant/s/: Mohammad 
Abdul Majid Siddiqui, President. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
May 22, 2026. Expires May 21, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6899. Published June 18, 
25, July 2, 9, 2026.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
ORIGINAL FILE NO. 616589

The person(s) listed below 
have abandoned the use of the 
following fictitious business 
name(s). Laundry Buddies, 
38918 Spicebush PL, Newark, 
CA 94560. Registered by the 
following owner(s): SoftRinse 
Group LLC, 38918 Spicebush 
PL, Newark, CA 94560. The fic-
titious business name statement 
was filed on 8/4/2025 in the 
County of Alameda. This busi-
ness was conducted by a Lim-
ited Liability Company. Signature 
of Registrants:
/s/: Deric Walintukan, Managing 
Member.  This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on 6/10/2026. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6900. 
Published June 18, 25, July 2, 
9, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623992

The following person(s) doing 

business as: 1. Hearts & Tails by 
Celestial; 2. Rustic Sun Gardens, 
6271 Market Avenue , Newark, 
CA 94560 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s): 
Bhadouria Enterprises, LLC, 
6271 Market Avenue, Newark, 
CA 94560. This business is 
conducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the fictitious business name 
listed above on 4/3/2026. Signa-
ture of Registrant/s/: Celestial M. 
Bhadouria, Managing Member. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 10, 2026. Expires June 9, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6901. Published June 25, 
July 2, 9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624115

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Sarah Vanier 
Consulting, 2948 Chateau Way, 
Livermore, CA 94550 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Sarah Vanier, 2948 
Chateau Way, Livermore, CA 
94550. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
1/1/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Sarah Vanier, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 16, 2026. Expires June 15, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6902. Published June 25, 
July 2, 9, 16, 2026..

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623789

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Pacific Precision 
Surveying, 2265 San Jose 
Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501 
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): Craig Arthur 
Roberts, 2265 San Jose Avenue, 
Alameda, CA 94501. This busi-
ness is conducted by an Individ-
ual. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Craig Arthur Roberts, 
Principal. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on June 3, 2026. Expires 
June 2, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6903. Published June 
25, July 2, 9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624116

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Amos Productions, 
5715 Southfront RD, C1, Liv-
ermorre, CA 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s): Amos Pro Events, 
LLC, 5715 Southfront RD C1, 
Livermore, CA 94551. This busi-
ness is conducted by a Limited 
Liability Company. The regis-
trant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
8/20/1997. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Jody Amos, Owner/ 
Managing Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on June 16, 
2026. Expires June 15, 2031. 
The Independent, Legal No. 
6904. Published June 25, July 2, 
9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624117

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Altamont Limo, 
5715 Southfront RD, C1, Liver-
morre, CA 94551 is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner(s): 
Amos Pro Enterprises, LLC, 5715 

Southfront RD C1, Livermore, CA 
94551. This business is conduct-
ed by a Limited Liability Compa-
ny. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 01/2017. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Jody Amos, Owner/ 
Managing Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of Alameda on June 16, 
2026. Expires June 15, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6905. 
Published June 25, July 2, 9, 16, 
2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624109

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Karina Padilla’s 
Beauty Studio, 4326 Las Posi-
tas Rd, Ste 121, Livermore, CA 
94551 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Karina 
Cruz Padilla, 4326 Las Positas 
Rd, Ste, 121, Livermore, CA 
94551. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Karina Curz Padilla, Owner. This 
statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 16, 2026. Expires June 15, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6906. Published June 25, 
July 2, 9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 624113

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Blue Oak Portable 
Restrooms, 25509 Industrial 
Blvd, Hayward, CA 94545 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s): ABS Sanitation 
Services LLC, 1401 21st ST 
#16278, Sacramento, CA 95811. 
This business is conducted by a 
Limited Liability Company. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 
Alexander Belykh, Member. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 16, 2026. Expires June 15, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6907. Published June 25, 
July 2, 9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623410

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Comezze, 3600 
Laguna Ave, Oakland, CA 94602 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s): Erfan Aza-
dehnia, 3600 Laguna Ave, Oak-
land, CA 94602. This business 
is conducted by an Individual. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on 1/1/2026. Signature of 
Registrant/s/: Erfan Azadehnia, 
Founder/Owner. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk 
of Alameda on May 15, 2026. 
Expires may 14, 2031. The 
Independent, Legal No. 6908. 
Published June 25, July 2, 9, 
16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623390

The following person(s) doing 
business as: KimberlyEspe-
land.com, 3573 Ballantyne Dr, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s): Sharlyn Dreyfus, 3573 
Ballantyne Dr, Pleasanton, CA 
94588. This business is con-
ducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
N/A. Signature of Registrant/s/: 

Sharlyn Dreyfus, Sole Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
May 15, 2026. Expires May 14, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6909. Published June 25, 
July 2, 9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623274

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Tulip Land, 2362 
Bancroft Way, Berkeley, CA 
94704 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Adrian 
Reyes, 488 Berland Way, Chula 
Vista, CA 91910; Alia Kircher, 
488 Berland Way, Chula Vista, 
CA 91910. This business is con-
ducted by a General Partnership. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed 
above on N/A. Signature of Reg-
istrant/s/: Adrian Reyes, General 
Partner. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Ala-
meda on May 13, 2026. Expires 
May 12, 2031. The Independent, 
Legal No. 6910. Published June 
25, July 2, 9, 16, 2026.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 623884

The following person(s) doing 
business as: HLH Property Man-
agement, 1321 RUssell Way, 
Hayward, CA 94541 is hereby 
registered by the following own-
er(s): Xinyang Zhou, 181 E Tas-
man Dr, Suite 20 PMB# 108, San 
Jose, CA 95134. This business is 
conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 
6/4/2026. Signature of Regis-
trant/s/: Xinyang Zhou, Owner. 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda on 
June 5, 2026. Expires June 4, 
2031. The Independent, Legal 
No. 6905. Published June 25, 
July 2, 9, 16, 2026.

CLASSIFIEDS

ANIMALS

CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT
For adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

Adopt a New Best Friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Puppies at: 
Dublin Petsmart
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. Hours: 
10:00am to 1:00pm.
Visit our website:
WWW.TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer opportu-
nities, and how to donate.
Follow:
TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL RESCUE on 

Facebook, and Instagram

EMPLOYMENT

Acupuncturist:
Acupuncturist sought by Ank-
ang Acupuncture Clinic Inc. in
Dublin, CA, resp for providing
professional acupuncture & Tra-
ditional Chinese Medicine (TCM)
services in a clinical setting. 
Salary: $52,000 - $72,000/yr. 
Email resume: 
lizhang895@gmail.com

Parker Hannifin Corporation
has the following position in 
Livermore, CA. Applications 
Engineer to provide the first 
level technical/application 
support for motor speed con-
troller-based vehicle systems. 
Develop technical documenta-
tion and presentations for both 
pre- and post-sales technical 
support. Hybrid work permit-
ted up to 2 days per week 
within a reasonable commut-
ing distance of Livermore, 
California. Salary: 155,522-
$155,523 per year. Contact:
To apply: Apply online at
www.parker.com/career
Job ID# 66301
or email to 
usajobs@parker.com 
(Ref Job Id# 66301.)

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the lo-
cal Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE 
CLASSIFIED ADS

go to
bit.ly/Indy-Classifieds

or call
(925)243-8000

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

ESTATE/ GARAGE/ YARD 
SALES

FREE SECTION

LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: California 
law requires that contractors 
taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor and/or materials) 
be licensed by the Contractors 
State License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons 
taking jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE

LAND FOR RENT

OFFICE/HOUSE/CONDO / 

DUPLEX / APT RENTAL

HOUSE/ROOMS/RENTALS 
TO SHARE

BOAT / RV / RENTAL SPACE

Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and state law prohibit 
advertisements for housing and 
employment that contain any 
preference, limitation or dis-
crimination based on protected 
classes, including race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. IVPC 
does not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in viola-
tion of the law. 2144 Kala Bagai 
Way, Berkeley, CA 94704

925.784.7979

"I'll find a buyer for your home and a home for you to buy".

LeslieFaught.com
SellingEastBayHomes.com

#01027778

www.MikeFracisco.realtor

�����������������������������

R E A L T O R ®
N I C O L E  S W E E N E Y

925.518.2142

1983 Second Street  |  Livermore, CA  |  94550
CA BRE# 01965816  |  CA BRE# 01268085

Results That Move You

To Place Your Ad, Call or Email:
925-243-8010    Kim@independentnews.com

CALL 925-243-8010
or Email: Kim@independentnews.com

To Advertise!

S A M F I T Z - S I M O N
E X C E P T I O N A L R E S U L T S ,

D E L I V E R E D
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PLEASE HELP BRING MIGUEL HOME

Livermore Wente Winery worker, married father of three and grandfather  

Miguel Lopez 
remains in Mexico after having been illegally deported last June.

To donate to a GoFundMe account supporting the Lopez family, visit 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/bring-miguel-back-to-his-loved-ones 

Miguel Lopez left in the photo, next to his son, Julian Lopez, and his wife, Rosa Lopez.

Available only for a limited time!

Apply today at 
www.unclecu.org/personal-loans

9.99

Summer 
vacation or 
home project?

Summer 
vacation or 
home project?

*Rates and terms are subject to change and are based on creditworthiness. All loans are 
subject to credit approval. APRs available to approved applicants from 9.99% to 25.99% 
depending on credit history. Maximum loan amount is $40,000. Repayment terms range 
from 24 to 60 months. Payment Example: A $10,000 loan at 9.99% APR for 60 months 
results in a monthly payment of approximately $212.42. Offer 
available June 15, 2026, through July 15, 2026. Offer not valid 
on existing UNCLE Credit Union personal loans. Please visit 
www.unclecu.org/personal-loans for additional information 
on UNCLE personal loans.

Take 
advantage of 
rates as low as

%
APR*

on personal loans with terms 
up to 60 months!

Whether you’re looking to tackle home upgrades or 
spend time with family, a personal loan can help you 
move forward now and spread payments over time.

WE SERVICE ALL MAJOR BRANDS!

www.CallMillers.com Lic. #253756

Serving 
The Tri-Valley 

Since 1960

925.447.3000925.447.3000

Residential & Commercial

(925)-371-5671
Commitment

Honesty &
Integrity

Tasting Room Open: 
Saturday: 12 - 5pm, 
Sunday: 12 - 5pm, 
or by appointment 

2270 Research Drive, 
Livermore

(925) 292-9157

Uncorking the Laughs at Retzlaff Winery
By Lucie Ansell

LIVERMORE  — Retzlaff 
Vineyards is no novice to 
the Bay Area’s performing 
arts scene, and neither is 
Nancy Lee.

Lee will take the stage at 
the Livermore winery in the 
opening show of Comedy 
Uncorked at 7 p.m. Satur-
day, June 27.

Now entering its 18th 
season at Retzlaff, the 
Tri-Valley’s longest-running 
nonprofit comedy series has 
benefitted the Open Heart 
Kitchen since the event’s 
inception in 2008.

Alongside Lee, comedi-
ans Cody Woods and Rhon-
da Gravador will help kick 
off a summer of laughs at the 
50-year-old vineyard.

Raised in Daly City, Lee 
got her start on stage early. 
“My mom put me in dance 
classes and I’m sure she 
regretted it because I think 
that awakened the love of 
the arts,” she said.

The older Lee got, the 
less “traditional” careers 
attracted her. Her mom — a 
music major in college — 
urged her daughter to give 
a 9-to-5 a try.

Lee’s mom was afraid 
that Lee would be pigeon-
holed into certain roles due 
to her race and gender. The 
now-comedian noted that for 
the majority of her upbring-
ing she saw Asian Women 
only in stereotypical roles.

In a compromise with her 

mom, Lee agreed to attend 
college on the condition that 
she could study drama.

She did pursue that child-
hood love of dancing, for a 
while. Lee even made it on 
stage with Jay-Z, at the Soul 
Train Awards, but the toll of 
the work started to weigh on 
her. “I love dance,” Lee said. 
“I was in a few groups where 
I did some professional 
performances, but it took all 
day to practice and then my 
love for it started dissipating 
and it became work and I 
didn’t want that. So, I just 
started focusing on acting 
and comedy more.”

And that was no mistake.
It was an acting teacher 

who first saw the Korean 
mom character for which 
Lee has since gone viral.

“This mom character, I 
just thought was a one-off, 
you know, just funny to do,” 
Lee said. “And then it killed 
so hard in my acting class.”

Her teacher convinced 
her to try stand-up. Re-
luctantly, she did, and it 
worked. Audiences laughed 
and comedy club owners 
started inviting her back, but 
some were hesitant about 
the mom character. Lee re-
calls one owner telling her 
it was holding her back, that 
she needed to show more of 
herself.

Reluctantly, Lee obliged, 
throwing herself headfirst 
into a career on stage and 
in front of the camera. She 
was living in Los Angeles, 

working with big-name 
Hollywood producers and 
performing all over the city.

Then, her mom got sick, 
and Lee returned to the Bay 
Area, putting her career on 
hold. The woman who had 
been the inspiration behind 
the comedian’s mom charac-
ter passed away a year later, 
leaving Lee  overwhelmed 
with grief and picking up 
the pieces of a fading career.

“It’s like I had to start all 
over again,” she said.

Lee returned to Los An-
geles with a new spark and 
a renewed purpose to bring 
laughter to as many people 
as possible.

“If I didn’t go through all 
those things, I wouldn’t be 
the person that I am now. I 
wouldn’t have the spiritual 
and emotional maturity that 
I have now to take on this 
sort of career,” she said. 
“It’s a circus life. You know? 
You don’t want to be taken 
away by the wind anytime 
you have a hard time in your 
career.”

Lee made it back into 
comedy clubs and produc-
tion studios. She racked up 
credits in shows likes of 
“Grey’s Anatomy,” “Never 
Have I Ever,” and “Dr. Ken” 
with Ken Jeong. 

In the end, Lee returned 
to Northern California, not 
to slow down, but to do 
more of what she loves.

“I’m just a gal from the 
Bay Area who knows how 
to make people laugh some-

times,” she said.
Tickets start at $36 for 

general admission lawn 
seating and are available 
online at ComedyUncorked.
com. The Matt Finders Jazz 
Trio will provide pre-show 
entertainment, with food 
available for purchase from 
Tasteful Catering & Events. 

Leonardo Cuervo Keeps the Ancient Art of Etching Alive
LIVERMORE — Leon-
ardo Cuervo feels like an 
artist born of another era. 
Inspired by the great clas-
sical artists, writers and 
musicians throughout his-
tory, Cuervo began his 
own career as a student in 
Havana, Cuba.

A realist painter whose 
focus is on the human form, 
he has mastered tradition-
al oil painting techniques 
and applied them to mod-
ern subject matter, earning 
him international acclaim. 
Surprisingly, he said he 
actually studied etching, 
not painting, while at the 
Academy of Fine Art in 
Havana.

“Never painting,” Cu-
ervo said. “Painting is like 
math for physicists. It was 
complementary.” While 
he was passionate about 
etching, it proved nearly 
impossible in Cuba to work 
in the medium as it required 
facing bureaucracy and 
limited resources.

“You cannot find acid, 
zinc plates…it’s complex 
to make.”

Cuervo and his wife, 
Belkis Cabrera, a physicist 
at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory, moved 
to Livermore 13 years ago 
with their son, Ignacio. 
Cuervo had thought about 
pursuing engraving in San 
Francisco, but the cost was 
prohibitive. The roadblocks 
were similar to those in 
Cuba, and he learned he’d 
have to pay someone else 
to do the printmaking. “I 
am a master printer. I know 

every technique.” He told 
his wife, who is also Cuban, 
that it was too expensive 
and complicated. “She said 
to me, ‘Leo, it’s America! 
Everything is possible.’” 

So he bought his own zinc 
plate, started to work again 
in the medium, and the rest 
is history.

Cuervo’s newest etch-
ings are on display at The 
Independent Art Gallery, 
woven in with his works in 
oil and graphite in an exhib-
it called Oratoria. The show 
is free to the public and on 
view for one more Friday 
and Saturday only, June 26 
and 27 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 

2250 First St., before a new 
artist will be featured.

The Independent had a 
chance to speak with Cuer-
vo’s wife about the history 
and skill involved in her 

husband’s work, which 
entails hours and hours 
of meticulously drawing 
with a fine-tip needle onto 
a metal plate that is then 
treated with acid for precise 
lengths of time. The acid 
eats into the places where 
the lines have been drawn, 
and a print is made from 
the detailed etching. Print-
making is an age-old disci-
pline practiced throughout 
history by artists such as 

Dürer, Rembrandt, Goya 
and others.

“It is a very difficult 
technique. It’s not some-
thing that anybody can do 
at a high level,” Cabrera 

said, adding it can be a 
little misunderstood by the 
general public, who tend 
not to value it the same way 
as painting.

Cabrera said her hus-
band laughs when he sees 
painters in movies por-
trayed as “always dirty and 
spontaneous.”

“That’s not him,” she 
said with a laugh. “His 
studio is very neat and ev-
erything is calculated. It’s 

very precise, even though 
as a person he is a complete 
artist personality.”

Each exquisite etching 
traverses the richness of 
worlds found in classical 
music compositions, great 
works of literature and the 
Old World artists who have 
inspired Cuervo. These 
inspirations are juxtaposed 
with a modern sensibility.

Cuervo is especially pas-
sionate about Shakespeare 
and has read his entire 
collection of plays and 
sonnets in Spanish. He is 
currently at work on 12 new 
etchings in homage to the 
playwright. One powerful 
piece underway is inspired 
by “King Lear.” On a trip to 
San Francisco, Cuervo met 
a homeless man and, after 
a conversation with him, 
was moved, with his per-
mission, to photograph him.

“I have a wonderful pic-
ture,” Cuervo said. “And in 
my etching, I put him there 
with Cordelia, his most 
beloved daughter.”

One etching in Oratoria 
gives a nod to a work by 
Stravinsky. The aliveness 
of the lines represents a 
specific measure. “So a 
musician looks at that and 
they just hear the music,” 
said Cabrera. She said her 
husband is constantly lis-
tening to classical music. 
“He lives in that space and 
so his themes all come from 
that — from music, art and 
literature.”

As a physicist, she has 

seen that there are many 
scientists who aren’t nat-
urally inclined to see the 
beauty in art. Being with 
her husband, she said, has 
opened whole new worlds.

She disagrees with the 
idea of art as an investment. 
“It’s not an investment. It’s 
happiness for you,” she 
said. “And the first time that 
you buy something, when 
you bring it home, you will 
feel it and then you will go 
back and buy from some-
body else. My husband is 
very good. Come and see 
him, because otherwise 
you’re missing out.”

Realist painter and printmaker Leonardo Cuervo in his Livermore studio, surrounded 
by the tools, metal plates, and historical inspirations that fuel his meticulous etching 
and printmaking process. Here he brings centuries-old etching techniques into the 
modern era. (Photo by Belkis Cabrero)


